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Two «r(ny iowomM on oulpoot: rowtfoot 


OUT OF STEP 


KMping in 

T ,‘ I «ion .ilnnH ••{ir 
iiiiix UHil 11 

Auilllst * XV, )« pi«»* 

XoKlhk! ^ hi XV, IN nllt |,IXN,UIS 

nr V iiM’il in .ill vvniUMlMH'H, 

M |X i u 4 l Ux,i| illll iiiutimI 
nfiiiuiiist) .iiH)ii nv\ liir>l 

|il«Ni| Th< Ir iS I<KI IIIIII h 
fHilltli.ll llllllirih I* nn IHU 
ainh'<l Imixv>*. liK'li )s iiiiii* 
uii! till* nioiiih il luir (ItHrniv 

fH I M MDM ') 

§.ft. 6m#, Um§h9^pur<B0»4rl 


9 I hi* '.lumMiiiMwM hH 
iTuTiUxiiapJ m \hf 
rcMih t4 tb«* I h;iii»9iu; >!*<' 
in;i! h itK* luUt iruil and ni 
U'tlMlKlOalW'NI'IS NlJlNVllIv 
siaiidauj Hh* iiClMTion 
II t iversM's suri ixnidii ik I Ik* 
diMl. Ilirrr isnciih* 
IK'UIK Hull C|ir,lll1VNNtM* ihi* 
pin was iIk* Ik*si hfi h1 iIs 
pru'i' ami lla^ biH^n uiuiii* 
IIMMJslv »'< I.IH1K*d. I’Vi’n Ia* 
iIhisi* wIh) jri' IW'M ii|«jn 
MTinK Kajiv (i.indhi in iIh* 
(i<K'k cnn* 

iniversv surrnundmi! iIh* 
(k^al. 11k* Nvry <hcI rlut iIh* 
liimHinny of Uk* IIMv^ war 
wim tTa^Tl HI iIk I%') iukI 
I!>7I war>>, speaks lur ihe 
lanwtii m Kinturv of thi* Inch* 
all Anny onxt iIk* pvt>hI 
w hk'h has »ccn a immmhHiH 
upheaval in die iiiU*nviiH>ii,Tl 
arena. 

SIwMfPwM Mohr#, 99mb 4r 


■ Till' (IfU'IMM llMli: U’i,lUl»IIS 
Ih'I xM'on i>tth I'l'' and i,iw.in>. 

I k IS n| ^ut \ vilLilUV ,11 hI Tiaji- 
1 * 'intMK'iit (»t nil Id |x*i soniH’l 
1 Im* 1 ;h*I ' m t i's|M 
I HMhikiia v,ii lium 

I' M aiwni. Ilh'ii' aiv* 

I • II'* uilliin i!h' 

• ' '*1.11 .i;;i;r«'s<i<)ii Itniu 

I .mH l> ad 1M .Mi>c* fli 

' ii iiixl «‘|i.Hal- 
I n i’ lutn: nmi lli il 

n,.itii 1^ Mi l.' *i i ti^hl moui 

iinii dtnit^ • 

SuM CAmOi# isht, 
fW#firB0rv(«JJ 


BiMad 

Y our article. WtHmtalfk' 
VHtttHvam (IkTiitn Di- 
an. M—2nAupjsl^. is 
hasednn wnmKJudKenieot. 
rhi' Aadhipra Shakii nvive- 
imiil pjided by His 1 Inhness 
AdiMalur funciKins Nvnhout 
ri'ptrd lo caste, creed, reh- 
pxHi.indnatHMUMy. It dues 
ikH lean towards any pi Aik al 
iurt>. 11 >c yapiahelri re* 
vcntly was aaiwd a 1 the "brl* 


tennem of natural re 
«Hii'ivs". VVe wiHikl I'XjJexn 
NXHir nui)>a 7 iik’ lf>k*ml sup- 
|xirt i<» Ilk' nunTineiu. mrt 
iHhlTWlH*. 


6. ytwowdlf^Klh, m^s§ 
tTsmMMsdy) 

9 Voul riTun wns bta»k*(|. 
Moreover, ilk'phot opapli 
used mtlK' pHn'e was pre* 
ludkxil. S^VneNerapfdki* 
cuiii perlonns » ntu.d. the 
oie<h:i inxarMhly blok'< u|MIh 
lA rtU. 'Ilk* |)h«tnj8aj* xihj 
liiiNe used can only son e lo 
creali* antorehiSkHis prop* 
aksiiMli. Kvefi pohtk'Ums are 
(H'dmarv Indians and Ilave 
exerv ri^lit to |nt initial e in 
lebjpous lum.'iions. without 

tin* iMT'ss nv<«rT(*ai*tiiij;. 


6ht*#«i>>w#r lOrhtst 

•ViAi 

SamHIve portrayal 

Y oor ank'k'dlk'Aov 
tluK dtrt‘iMil f^H-Ak Us 
mih'. :il July—li Auitusti on 
javs was iHith liiiLtiK'ed and 

iwnsitisTsuHhKkHiuaieK iim* 
veved ilk* loiH*lnk*s 8 of Induin 
Kin'S. As a fm eiiQi >siy, I mn 
H|i|ville<lat tlw si'ani and 
Hunimfe kmiwlodpt' of Indi* 
ans on the danutTs of All tS. 
YiHir iHiltbi'aiion would do 
the nation a m al servk e if H 
ran an iKvastoruilcoluiiin on 
safe sexu.l 1 habiTs. 
OartfCr####. M^wOpUk 


Happy aa Governor 

Y inirrevotr. f'ofer t/h* 
bore.Tocrjf (tkxxun th- 
an*. 14' 2tt AuKusth itMii' 
tHictei that l>r 1*.C. Alexan¬ 
der, I he (kwerTHtf’ of I’amil 
Nadu, has been 'loymK with 

P.C. AMMntftr: • mnm of duly 


the idt*a" of taking up A. I*. 
Venk.iieswar.'ux‘> place in tin- 
liindijja KouiHialkMi. IV Ale 
xaikIc), Mil ilk'emitr^ry, coi. 
siUcT^ H a priNiiecv and lum* 

iKir to luive been (n^’vn dw 
o|iporiuhily tu Serve as iiov* 
erikir. amt lo say lhai he is 
even ihaiVinp of lakin^up 
private eniplovineiit is an in* 
sinuatKin .iitainsl his si n^e of 
(lui V. 


wnm. 90trHafy 99 H 
V ITmi9N9*i, 


Identity criaia 

T lwt<iml( riahk* ameJu 
sions drawn h\, I Vo Iyer 
aivtmist iimMlIcd for i/kwiA 
ftAf/vicf, 17 • '.'.A hilv). The 
exit ad Mi avsa suiierfixial 
altiinde, fxiiii pinlxihlv out of 
.iiuiUilaltsiideninN xiisis 
Jvel. It Seems, iiecils In slot 


ftcufytr: *Wtaltm' cradantlalf 

India ui (he insHrK'-i'uin* 
amusing cale^>r\ to reas* 
sure hinisctl of hi'« mnmi 
VV eslem' creddilinJs. Hete- 
veals a staKuennK LK'k of 
insipht ab(*ul (hi* profmind 
sik'iO'CConnniic fnn'es that 
creak* the Hindi film. I Joes 
all the vast com|>l(*xUv of 
India have to be at the niercv 
of these e<iKer*cyed. show* 
hiz brained propHsat'irs of 
the *Coi*a Cola' fom' of 
analysis^ 

Sw»*j OteM. M#W Mfif 

y - ■ **45iT 

The fac« of Sunday 

I asre^e withM, UhaU 
lOpmkm. 14—JOAu^StJ 
(haf $1 'NOAY is shnwins siipu 
of tiredness. After bh»nR 
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of m(tMd 


T hr dUeiunvi of (he Con* 

;EressU> lias been analy* 

sed quite welff/ve/inww l>f 
citpe with d^fc.v. 17—2li 
July), it may im>i be far from 
(he (ruth (0 say iha( wliat is 
happf nine u*day is die 
cumula(ive effect the lone 
nesl^t uf basic issuer faciiie 
the party, Perlups (he Con* 
ffreasd) leadership, which 
eosentially means Najiv 
Oandhi, is incapable of takintt 
dnitic steps «i m'ainp (he 
entire parly i( various leveb. 


AvtilaM By Po«t (Inland) 

Rs 2e2 for • yar i&2 ttauoa): Ra 504 tor 2 yoara 
<104iaMS) 

An annual aevinp of Ra SOon (ht nowsaiand prtn 

PotfaQtfraa 
Addraas your Oftfor to; 


Mrnmmm 

Rlaaaa draw youi Mmana MPtfiaqua VI (aveuref 
4uiMa Bat* RaMka ud..CBeuBa 


IBJB, J. Akbjn's nuiin aiiu 
/WM/*iffv7 |;iAujWHi) 

iKiocntuIH*V,I* Smuliaml 
(lp|H»siiHMl units niovcv N’i<( 
rmdintf ans excuse to disp.i 
raK(*llH*seino\es, iK^l.ikes 
up (he issue* of tlu* name oi 
Jhv uiii«.* 0 (Jpj>^siiiiiM [xMiv 
iIUmmII'* n i\ hadle I<mmliinmi 
and lio|H's (kil il will end as << 
tiallk' riiis Is wslitui ilimk* 
ii'^ liviv l'>>i'» kMiuer ;i 
Ciiiiriin Sin>;li wiih iilekMi^ 
dreani'i of tH'ixMiiin^’ IVnm* 
Munster oi a.IaioiNiin Knni 
wlai deserved the Jini.ilo 
leaders!np bul liad no lolh m- 
inu ill (fie p;ir(v. 

0.R. Monrfo. toctowi* fVMir 
RrodoaO; 


I (liroush u skiriouK (rad for 
nine yearn, the nuiizazine is 
beeuiniiitf to ioae its disiint* 
. five idenii(y and is now like 

my oihtr nin*of*th(‘*mill 

RlcKsy. 

Svdp fSiwfo. Catout* rlOMf 
' Rorv*! 


a I HKt'ee widi Khnll oJi 
some points, but «ilall> dis* 

|j iit^ree wj t h bis c< Miipla rnl < t \er 
^ the chaiiKes in (he m<i>utaini*. 

^hen Oh* country ilsell liiis 
I 'undcrxiMiesiKnilunnt 
ji cliiin>(esinlhe|>iiHld(s:iik*, 

•I whysh<»uldn’l Si NDM^ 

* 1 *eie vtsM m s* lap < »|>era >, v ( nii 
putcr*. hHechw|iii|aiient, 

J piish'butIrMi jrk*|ihones and 

VCKsaiefK'ictnstny. Hhali 
cannot take tis hnek tn hf7H 

Afwi/r AiMrt*. C«lc«K* (W^at 


Requiem for 
wfiom7 


Unlike the scHless wi^ktTs 
<d ^vsi»*ryear, those who 
nowjiMn (he parry re^rd i( 
siTKtlv asa pr(4essMin and 
are «if(cn suspect ni Ihi* pub* 
Ik* evi*. 

'ihi* reiKliiussHin of ex* 
C^vijsressnieii. who have* 
bt*i*n I’xpi'iled or wito is«ve 
resumed irom the party, may 
he;i shr>rt* 1 emi solution. 
Sunilnrtv, (xnd workers al the 
tmii* of ekrlkiiM quite oft4*n 
prove lo hea hthiklv. K<** 
vatiiianp the pailv is a must 
hut ihtMiddH it art* 
tfNi nunv. .And lane is run* 
mnv Mil 

V. 5.6m. MmdMaU Itfttm 
AratfeafiT 

Irreparable loM 

S ved Modrs(k*alh (A 
i'htWiimtns rxit 7—l!i 
AupusDnumof U'dismts;^ 
lightly- Spiiris should not he 
UM'd h>‘ KO\ c*rivm*iits to re* 
viho pAtH.ileoiilWls. 
Spoils Mi<ir> will be useful 
arnbiissafkirs .md can eiv 
luiiH e (Ih* Imnd of (iwtidship 
U’weiii two eourrtnes. 
k J. MwW. UelMew tiWar 


6 Svi'd Modi ts nr* more. 
After a few eondulemt* 
nieetniKs. the shock wiH 
diminish and hfe will return to 
noniial. What can never be 
f< >rK< It ten is the KTue^^ nik* 
niarnwr in wtuch he was kd* 
led. Mixli sdeathisatHpbss 

not only to hi$ family but to 
the entire nalkm. I^osidve 
ai tfon IS needed to brms the 
cuhyrits (o bocA. It's tnu* our 


Modi; iMWmMy WM 

ttiwemmeni stopped 
squandennx munvy <«i fore¬ 
ign touni. tiH' Afrv'.i fund and 
the IHKFopentHifls. and 
instead utilised the rinam*!* 
and inatipower to make Ihv 
count ry safe fi v il s nt izen », 
Mio. Cvflae* rOHaaa; 

Sunday morning 
vBCUum 


vie will}; ^fanur.v.u). I^ouith 
Saitar has announced a two- 
month recess. l>(Kirdar>!ian 
director-};eneral lihaskar 
fibi«h is said to be i>pposed 
lo nnv extension of (he serial 
on the grounds of quesliisi* 
abteqiulny. (ihosliVaUen* 
Item to qunfily is commend* 
abk*. llovt*ever. \t f<uimvHUi< 
discontmiK’d on these 
pounds, then si*nafs like* 
Amir Khusi mi Ami ihkkc- 
Hsikkr should ht* disijualified 
lorlhwiih. Ikiordar'ihan hassi 
kxiK w;iy to yn lie fori* it 
prrxluces nuisler)m*ces like 
Yva f‘iviK‘ kfmisU i IHHC Mir 
'fVfWFo\<Tniiisk*0. At 
least Sii^iir's serial pk*rise(l 
nU^Kins aiXl l4*lclK*<i ptICKi 

iiK>m*v 

NmUs tMsi Bpy GSt^wdhutf. 
KhsTMgptir I W0at Bangtti 

B 'J*h« phirtoip-Mphs 

were excclloni. However, ti 


T ile el hI twas not wek iNiH' 
fh'vtf. (ht’Ands. HI 
iulv (i Aupusi). Viewers 
who KiA Mi'tiully adtheted i<i 
ih«* opium ul rekpsKi are 
findinB if very hard lo m.*( 
aside ilic 79-week halat uf 


is iK)( Dam Sinph wIki pkived 
SuBnv, ;is y<iur <*aptiiMi fot 
ooi’ of the pho(<lUl’;iph^ 
wronBlv states. 

4tof>M BhuU*. 
fW»9t BHtg0lf 

The error IS refgntted— 
Edkor 


If^Oert 

Aawnponf 


A damand 

I am a regular reader of 
your magazine. St ki>av is 
exceJlen( in its content with 
the latest news coupled with 
interesting features. In re* 
cent limes, you have discon* 
(mued (he page on television 
tilled Sxnaif screen by P. 
Chaitanya. You must restore 
this pa|ze as soon as posable. 
It is pages like this one 
whkh make a compile 
maRizine. 
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The sensible merger 



N <iw thai liine hus let out quite a bit of Ibe air 
Ilk Ibe Srimiijwadi Janata Dal I$ID) balloon, a 
far tiuire ^ennibie iiptiun is btMnj; explored: the 
nkerttei of iht* U)k Dal ffil with the Janata. 
ptiKHibiiity hns nuiny attraciif;ns, but none srea' 
Ut ih^n the luct that this piulkular merger is 
Jiki fy lo bi~ outside the range of Chaudhary Devi 
Uil's oulstrclchtd hlhi. 

One ot the most respevted poiitka] thinkers in 
till* aiuiitry. Niklkil Chakravartty, editor of 
Mmstrenm atid ranking doyen of the Indian 
ine(li;i, Iki.s dvMTibtd Devi Lil best: charlatan 

ChMdn Snaaha* tAyttlne Out a Caf*gp«M(i> sgaM 


Chambers defines charlatan well: "z mere talking 
pretender, a quark'*. The tragedy was that this 
pretender look upon himsdf the mantle ofa hero 
of the fret'dom struggle like Jayaprakaeh 
Narayan and ibought that aggressive bullying 
was a subatituic for persuasion and slander the 
substitute fi>r diKussion. Towards the end of 
last month Devi Ud set out to solve the complex 
problem of Opposition unity smglvhandcd fbuli 
of OHtrse. with a Ulhs m that handi. His only ^ 
rabonaJe was acceptance of»common candidate i 
fora substitute iVime Minister evm^hing else I 
was irrelevant. All talk of a commun progreminc i 
had 10 subserve a simple and simplistic idea of ' 
unity. Nik pankularly interested in idL*<ilogy or 
any de6ned social corifruuneiit himself, he Ined 
1 o answer the cnlicism about the lack of a 
programme by accepting every option tltai 
suggested. In the end the SJD discovered that it 
had a 71'point programme: if there were snig' 
gen all around, then Messrs Lai and Company 
had no one to blame but themselves. It was 
bteraDy uck-on politics, built on tlie v>ew that a , 
credible Opp<4»ition could be constructed simply 
by endless acccimnkodaiion rather than bv agree* | 
ment on any principle or even, come t<i think of 
it, much political understanding. Tl>e SJD was 
being already perceived as a Jat'ITukur domin' 
ated alliance, and the reluctance of Mr Mulayam 
Sinjdi Yadav for instance to associate with this 
oxnbinatkin was perteclly understandable. He 
came evenluafly to tlw "nier»*r” convention 
hosted by Mr f>evi Lai but only ah or some very 
friendly persuasion by Mr Geory Kemandes, 
As H turned out, the victory was pyrrhic, 
because all talk of merger was ijuu ilv buried 
after the merger convention. The hJD was left 
hanging in the air, wh0e Mr H.N. Bahiiguna and 
Mr Chandra Shekhar iratiated their own unity 
efforts. A lugica] culmination of this effort would 
be a stien^bened Janata Paity. which is a far 
more senai^e idea than announcing a new party 
out of pretty thin air. 

For the past few weeks, Mr Devi Lai lias been 
behaving as if the greatest enemies of the 
country have stopped being Mr Rajiv Gandhi and 
Mr Amitabh Hachrhan, arxl have become Mr 
Chandra Shekhar and Mr H.N. Eahuguna. Mr 
Bahuguna of course has been at the receiving > 
end li a bad press for a long while, and it has/ 
become almoat mandatory (or some Opposition i 
leaden to taint him as the ruling party's ''agent". 
But in the last five years, Uiere have been few 
C^ipoaiuon leadera wlio have suffered^direct* 
ly, personally—aa much as Mr Bahuguna has fat 
the last five years. He after sU was the man who 
stood up to Mrs tndin GandM, resigned the sees 

tiiaiiy 4-ia tm 


UntceuMbtnort 
■rtiirthai 
4 ncrMn| Chimin 
SImhhvHi 
Comr en H) 
a(mL.il« could 
hnoboonatiiinWor 
anjrtimlwwaM, 
kNiUwnfowdto 
nmndirMi 


bintaHdtotteift 
UnwUHoi . 









Se had won hh a Coni^ressdi canditiii^ and 
contested once ajzain Irom (rarhwah Mrs (iandhi 
spared nothinjs in her efforts to we (liat be was 
defeated. Bverv possible effort and trick was 
used. Mrs (*ai^hi herself caine lu campaign 
against him, lendinj; her cunsiderabie wDi>;ht to 
what was only a bvcWctsm after all. Half the 
central leadership arKi the whok* of the* state 
.leadership s-at tn Garhwal with W) purpose other 
than tn defeat Mr Ihihu^runa. The chief mirusler 
of UP then made every use of slate power to 
destioy Mr BahUKUiw. and after it becunie 
evident during the clevtion cainpaiim that Mr 
I Bahuguna had the clear edge, the etcctum was 
suddenly postponed at the icqucsi of the UP 
I chief minister. All of this was dwxunenicd ven’ 
subslant iailv in the relevant Soniiav issues of 
the tinu*. But. of cviursc. all ih»s s hmig 
, deliberaiely forgotten now. beiauw if you want 
I to recall those* events. Ihcit ycai ivUI also have to 
remind \ ourself that the chief minister oi Uttar 
Pradesh in titose days was msie other titan Mr 
V, I*. Singh. I'his could Iwrdly be a very cisnfori- 
able ihoughl lor Mr !>evi Lai. SiiKe he left the 
Congress then. Mr Bahuguna has stayed vnih 
,ihe Opposdion and. if anythinff. emerged as um* 
of the nM«i iremhanr cniK*s Mr Kajiv Uandhi 
and his adnunistratton. When many of todays 
' )ppo$ition stalwarts w<*iv fiiuiinK very positive 
hings tn say about the new. young Prvne 
1 mister, it was Mr BaJiuguna who kept insisting 
(hat this govenitTK’iit woukJ lun work. 

Interestingly, the one nuin who shared a 
iinular omsistemy was the Janata president. 

I When the Opposilnm was ready to support the 
I Anti*Defection Hill, fur instance. Mr Cliandn 
Shekhar wanted to oppose it. Similarly, when 
praise was pouring m for the Purvab accord. Mr 
Chandra Shekhar KKik a Cerent position. Mr 
Chandra Shckhiir and Mi l^uguna loined the 
Left in their scepticism about the first two 
Budgets produced by the new ffjvemment. And 
so on and ho forth. Mnny today's heroes were 
the greatest advocates—and ind^d authors and 
' implementors—uf these policies. It is a most 
curious situation that these pillars of the Kajiv 
Gandhi establishment today want t<i become the 
stars of the Opposition when the poboes tlicy 
themselves initiated were found wanting. And 
those who fought consistekrtly are being rele* 
gated to the sidelines as has*6^$. Mr Devi L^ 
is not just wrong, he is being defaberately 
mischievous when he accuses a man Hie Chan* 
(Ira Shekhar of being a Congress(l) agent, it Mr 
I Devi Lai looks around him with candour instead 
of prejudice he wH discover (hat all the Ci^igres* 
' s<I) staiwans and Kajiv Gandhi agents arc on his 
aide—and not with either Mr Bahuguna or Mr 
! Chandra Shekhar. In fact, it is most fascinating 
\ vhat the old Kajiv heroes are doing. The man he 
'.nade foreign secretary. Mr A.P. Venkateswar- 
'an. for instance, is now a public advocate of the 
K^! On 14 August, the suave former foreign 
secretary presided over an RSS guru poc^ 
function in Madras—and made a plea for what he 
odled the true reidtty M 4m country, that k was 
4 "Kindo India" Since such convictioM are 



hardly f<»rmed overnight, one can only presume* | 
that (he extremist m Mr Venkuteswaran was j 
neatly camouflaged sU these years. Soine of bis j 
colleagues m South Block will probably find this | 
niamfestation to be a bit of a ^>ck. 

To reltmt to the matn (vknt. howcier: little 
could be more unfair titan Ascribing MrChiindra 
Shekhar as a Congressd) agent. A disi’iple of 
Acliarya NHTendra [>ev. hi* was <ine of the stars i 
of the I’Si* m his younger days, and lamc to the | 
Congress <inly in the late Sixties, where he was > 
an active auppurler of Mrs Gandhi wlieii she I 
(uuk a leftisl line against (hi* right wing Svnde ' 
cate, fie could have been a minister any time hv 
wanted, but he reiused to surrender his inde* 
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Oavl Lai: wWidif^ an intwi^rata MM 

pendence. He broke with Mrs Ctandiu ovei tb« 
JP movement, and spent the Emergency in jail. 
TNs is the flrxt time since then that anyone has 
ever accused him of having anv truck with the 
Congress. It is astonishing that Mr [>evi I.al can 
accuse anycne of anyUtiog. just becauiA? the 
person refused to accept his versHvi of Opposi* 
tion politics. 

What Mr Devi Lai will discover in that the rank 
and file ^ the Janata Party is still with Mr 
Chandra Shekhar, and that Mr Chandra Shekhar 
wiQ not surrender JP's legacy so easily. Bluster 
is not a substitute for sensible analysis. And 
irresponsible accusation is not the best method 
to create a viable Opposition party. But who can 
convince a charlaun about auch things? 






_ mjsmmmGH _ 

Mighty Mukhi demolishes 
the Tower of Babel 



i 


While* uddifiiinti 
Delhi llniversity 
siudentH QR (he 
''need <if a new reli* 
iQiici (<ir Indd". a 
shtaf of cyclouyled 
papen was pushed 
in front of me. Af* 
(er 1 had finished 
speaking ard answering (tuesfwns. I 
I 2 lanced at its contents. The writer 
claimed that he could prove conctuaively 
thal Sanatan Dharma was the mother of 
all reliffons iiwfudmit Chnsiianity and 
ialo^n. thal tlwir Hchptures. d carefuOy 
Hcrutinised. would reveal that they 
started as the Hindu with an invocation 
to (tanpati: 5hri (uineihay NwaK Hav* 
inK re^ ihe Bible and the Qoran and 
havinit missed liw prehminarysalutaiions 
to tlH‘ elephantine deityJ put aside the 
paper,as thi* outpourmps of one of those 
oddhiiJIs who are forever discovennp 
nupK(*ts <>f liuld under IIk parbape of 
iKnorniHc. 

I wasn't let off. A few days blcr Mr 
M. L. Mukhi. a real estate consultant. 

n le up and claimed t ht* autiv irship of 
the document. He wanted to discuss the 
matter m dciail. 

”Chnstiani 1 y rocupnised the ftindu 
trinity of Brahma. Vishnu and Mahesh/* 
asserted Mr Mukhi. l^roof? "The word 
(iod is composed of three letters—G (or 
gencralor tUralunal. O lor operator 
(Vishnu) and D fur destrover (Siva or 
Mahe^i.” 

J lost my cool. 'Tliat i«i absolute 
rubbish!” I exploded. '"Iliis acronvm 
wa5i manufactured by that Balyoifeshvar 
who married lus Ajiiefu an s<*<.rvt(iry and 
has settled in the Stales. 1 wrote ab<xit it 
mahinit fun o( him.” 

Mr Mukhi did nut bat an eyehd. In 
r.iptd succession he phK'eil one sheet of 
piipi'r alter the other. They were oipies 
<il li'lters he had wnllen to editors of 
p.U' !>,, "Were they published'” I asked 
bill. 

“No.' Ih' rephed unal>ashed. "Rut I 
4u*ep uf evcryihinp 1 wnle." 

I went thiir^h .1 doaer oi nmre. In 
everyone Mr mukhi had laid ckum (o 
exclusive kriii\h<n^' which t.cnikl re¬ 
solve all disiHJtes m till* wurid. BeskiM 


daimnii! Sanatan Dhanna westry for 
Chmtianiiy and lUm. he* had made 
important discoverk*s m world Isi- 
{tuajtes. "You see. alter rehgicifi. il is 
lanituaise which divides people. I can 
conchisivelv prove ihai ajid Ibn* 

dr are not two lanfEuaves bui di0erem 
dwlutts of one and the same Ungiujte. f 
have decoded alrmisi half the of 
the hntdud) bnipjage and discovered 
their Hmdi onxins." 

Mr Mukln's study nf eiyinolojty was 
charming in its naivete. To start with, 
the word dictionary. Acn^nu to him it 
derives (rum (he Hincb diksia fur know¬ 
ledge and Han, the giver. l*ut the two 
together and you get (he KngbshdKlMin- 


« «■ - ■ - > . J M. .« ■.IJ 

A Wnlir OBRNIVW Ri CiHi pIvVf 

CMcMnly M SntM Ohm 
m Sn Mihtr of a nl|ltm 
inehi*«CMaM^Md Wm, ad 
IM Mr ioSWh Wrtid H Sw 
HMu ifllh a imocata to fiaptli 



ary. Likewise Christ unit y .Kreak up the 
word in three kn. satya nnd neetec. 
They loial up to Sanatan Dharma. Ihe 
name Adam comes from ad and um put 
K^thcT. The w<ird piTnuntnt from the 
Hindi perm and ananta, bond from ben- 
dhan. medu from adhyam. door from 
dvaar. durable trom dofira and lial 
embassy from hem nnd vas^y. genesis 
from >anani. hither from idU r. interim 
from antrun. candy from klmnd, sym¬ 
pathy from aam and pathv. And so on. 

So far Mr Mukfu has got no change 
from editurs. vice-chancellurs or itov. 
emmeni fuixiionanes. But he assured 
me that he has a kii to contribute in 
sunpMying Die language problem and is 
''at the b«<k and call of hts ciHintry". Any 
uikcrs' 


SUMMIT MEETING 

A fter ilie Iasi summit meeung hi- 
iMxvn kajiv (tundhi nnd HresKteiu 
/u-ul Haq. the two nK*t iirivnlelv l(»r a 
friendly exchange of views. "Wlial is 
your favourite hiibby'” Xei-ul lh)C| asked 
Ka|iv Gandhi. 

' I coHi^it jukes pi*uple lell aliuul loe. ' 
reptifd Kajiv, "And whiil is vuur 
favourite Ivdiby. Mr I’residenl^' 

"I ixgleci pciipk? who make jokes 
about me”. rei)hi*d Xvi-ul Jhiq. 

GAMBLING DOESNT 
PAY 

A Haryanvi peasant was given to 
gambling. Much as his wife nagged 
him into giving up the bad habit, she 
(ailed, intimateiy she decided to pul 
down her loot. "As from today Uiere will 
be no gambling in this house. Gambbng 
is a sin, ” she announced. “How can it be 
a sin?” her husband protested. "Men 
have been gambling since the times 
the Mahabbant Nobody called them 
sdihil.'’ 

^Ofcay. if you want to fellow the 
heroes the Mahabharat. f can do the 
same. Kemember. Draupadi had five 
hu^nds.” 

(Conrn^ted by Shasbank Shekhar. 
Meen/OB 
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Time the IPKF returned 


N ew [)elhi. according to uffkcial 
sources, has spent K$ 65.9 entree 
In the first six mcmihs o( the operation of 
the Indian Peace Keeping Force <1HKF) 
in Sri Linlta. This excludes cite troops’ 
normal pay and alkwanoes. cost of 
provisions, etc., and whni was spent in 
Tamil Nadu, the base of the operation. 
At that t)nw the $tren0h of tl>e torce 
was A fifth w sixth of what it is today. 
The c(»st must be correspiuidinfdy hbth* 
ei, but mi officul future is available. 

Indian casualty figures, sxain froin 
official sounr(*s, are dead and 1.S47 
wounded. However, lavilTKial quarters 


An (rfCF convey In Lanha: Vmete ineve awl 

put the figures at a much higher level 
When the operation began 1 wanied 
that it might prove to be India's Viet¬ 
nam. New Delhi was furious. But. sadly, 
my fears are turning out to be jusllTted. 
Let me quote a former Sri LanJtan 
ambassador to the LfS. who a few days 
ago said'. "It is possible now to talk o( ^ 
Lanka as India's Vietnam." 

(n Vietnam. America’s involveinent 
was bad enough, but what made the 
operation worse was the cross purposes 
at which the Pentagon, the state depart¬ 
ment and (he CIA worked. Washington’s 
ri^t hand did not know what Uw left did. 

New Delhi seems to be similarly 
bedevilled in Sri Unka. The LTTE’s 
posae*^ of SAM'Ts. which can shoot 
dow helicopters, and the AN-325 and 
1L*765 chtt the Indian Air Force uses to 


transport inx^ and suppbes, also sug¬ 
gests u paraftH with the Vietnam opera¬ 
tion. 

The Tigers have daimed that the 
SAM •7s W'ere supplied to them by lixld. 
not ‘'foreign powers" as New Delhi has 
alleged. Which agency Ad H. why k did it 
and what effect it has had are (luestmns 
whkh will have to be answered in due 
ccxjTSc. if not by ilic KaIiv (Gandhi 
rt'ionic. then by Ns successor giwem- 
ment. A comment from a Sri Lankan 
newspaper is: *'Su. it was mother Indu 
and big bnaher Tanid Nadu, not Uncle 
Sacn. who gave the toys to the 'boys'." 


LTTE’s charge is serious enough. It 
lias f^en us a bad name abroad, more so 
in Sri Lanka. There must be an indepen¬ 
dent nqidry, 4 possMe by an aO-party 
parlamenUry committee, lo dear the 
charge. Otherwise, we wiB have no 
moral authority lo criticise America for 
aiming the Contras in Nfcaragua or 
Pakistan for allowing its bnd to be used 
for ftxays into Af^ianisun. 

The inqiary. if it is held, may reveal 
the extent of oir involvement in arming 
the LTTE. But k wiB not a^ct our 
operation as such. Jafiha. the Northern 
prrMnee. where most 1'acnils Bve, is 
normal and nwre or less so is the 
Eastern province. AAer that, why should 
take upon ourselves the responsibil¬ 
ity of liquidatMg the Tigers, who are 
from the mB and who^ frm al reports. 


.are stM k Miked up'in as libcraiors^ After 
atl. they are the uix*s wIki brought the 
Tanul questem lo the fore and 0\cy are 
the ones who will be regarded us a 
"dependable * defenev against the 
"aggreiujve*' SinliaJese nujority wlv-n 
the IPKK withdraws. 

But tl tile purpose rif Hm' Sn Uinkan 
exernse was to "fiiMlecl’* Uk* Tamils 
and Ut gel them more of a say in Ihdr 
area?'. New Ivihi lias lag succeeded. 
IH' gush of enlhuMasm lliat the Tamtis 
cxliibiteJ u1 tltc beginning for (Iw IPKK 
has Waned. Instancvs of inniMvnt kill 
mgs, hov^ver small, are circulating and 
m any operuixm. as tlw AmcricariH 
experierued in Vieinum. some incideniH 
Uce "Myly" an* ir>evilabk* in a siuiaiioti 
where the army is fighting an in- 
surgerry. 

Even tlw lixki-Sn l^nkaii agreement, 
the L1'T*K aUeges, has be4*n watered 
dowT). While accepting the acem d. Kajiv 
(iandhi said in ParlianK*nt that "the 
agreement rnerts the bask' aspirations 
wluch animated the Tamils’ struggle’. 

The main task entrusted to the IPKK 
has been actomplislx-d. IIk I.TTK’h 
buck has been broken and mo^l 'I'atnil 
areas have been cleared. 

The L’niC say» that the main thnist 
of the argument is to sIhiw that the 
structure of (he framework proposed is 
incompatiMe with the model uf regionai 
autoTKuny prrivided hy the Indian Oni* 
stitutkin. 'ITk* alterations that have been 
made or the Indian riKxlel are so sigrufi* 
cant that they defeat (he objectives of 
the agreement and other Indian propos¬ 
als. According lo llxi LITIC. K.'ijiv 
Gandhi had assured PraMuUuran, the 
LITE leader, that the residual nuilurs 
would be discussed and resolved (u (he 
satisfai'lion of ilie 'lamits. But Uie 
Jayew^rdene regime has refused to 
the residual matterv. . 

It is n<» u>e blanung the LTfE for 
Violaring the undertaking n had given 
before the Kajtv-Jayewardenc' accord: 
tb** LITE says that the Indian govern¬ 
ment has gone back on its assurances. 
Lei (here be a white paper. One thing is 
definite: the kmger the IPKF auys in Sri 
Uinka. the greater the chances disas¬ 
ter on (he ViHnam scale. A date 
win have to be fixed for the withdrawal. 
Tltt suoner the better. 
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SIGHT AND SOUND 







ot^ did my duty. 


SuiusH Ghisinch. GNLFcheC ^fttr 
thesignmgof the DaQettmgKtMrd 


It appears Bi^ Candh u vmng the 

«km. He IS ibo uDcmg to womeo. But 
•I Uw csflnoi make hsn HGR. 00 . not 
evenbsCatf slon. 


Au thii smadci of authontananwn and 
must be curted. 


I he accord IS in line with the process 
of recoooliatKV) launched by the Centre. 


Bu IA Singh. Union home mnster 


VzutAFVAH. fdrmrAIAVMKmnatee. 
coauTKnting on the Prene Memter'$ 
nceni vwt (O TmraiNedu 


I feel that il i$ imp^tant for ui to have 
Rood relations with India and certainly a 
People's Party government wd make ' 
that one of its lop pnonties 


^A^hetherwebkeiiGrnot we area 
Hindu India. 


S. P. Malaviya. JmmU heder. on the 
uttvmxes by Devi Let 

I ant ready tody to Patna at the behest 
of the Bihar daef mkaater and do 
whatever ia possibk to nUtigate the 
sufferings of the people. 

Sha I atK*HAN SimiAi ffftnatir 




A. P. VsHKAiaswAKAN, JbmMrfbrefg& 
secreraiy 


Hi na/ihBhui in. a/ler the death of 
Pahsten'spresident Oen. Zia-ulHeq 


father kept u& away from pubkc 
We and none of us is going to enter the 
arena of pohtics 


liljA/ui Haq eHersonofthebteGen. 


I thmk byed Modi was murdered iust to 

fix me 


It a pamftd and shodoigto aee press 
repom Owl a member ^ the presidsm) 
n dt^bmg another member of the pres* 
lAtin (tbe pnecQt Lok Dal pmid^ n 
agent of the Congesed) «d is r eported 
to have 1 marked diet a former 

de« of the Janata party is not cciy n 
agent of the Coogreead) but aiao ihor 
guru. 


Gc is angry and that is 1^ we are 
being pnnal^ 

EAtTHQUAKS vK;nM j)Dirtdiang» 

I can wak ttil. Hievf the petisMe of 
apemnfbat * r 


9uML Gavaskar, aa dot hdqgmadr r’ 
mmhereifheBombeyPmsCbih : 


SkTiA Prakajih Maiassya, digMap' 


Sanjav Sin<.h. ian Morviia feeder 


marts 


I don't beSeve denying imnaeff s 
thatr Why riodd i) Yotf 
^kMHwap^o^lny‘dBfan9lt 










p«ep4* ro rMtffn to Kpwm OurlAQ (h« 


UMrurrteft novfln^crviifrb«fiiMT 

NEWSWATCH 

A charade of democracy 

Recent Amnesty International reports indict India for human rights vtolaftons by 

its securttv forces 


H ow humane iv the world’» 
Idrgebt democrat, Not 
very, if the reports tif 
Amnesty Inlerrutional. the 
influential civil liberties 
organisation which monitors human 
nghtb VKilaUnns all over the NvorW. are 
anything to go by According (o them, it 
1 $ the poor and underpnvtieged m Pun¬ 
jab. BilW. UtUr Prad^ and Maharash* 
tra and the Tarn] Tigers m Sn Lanka 
who are the worst vKtirru of oppression 
by the Indian army and pobte But Indian 
external aflairs muustry spokesmen 
maintain that the reports present a 
‘'very m-aided and distorted" accomi 
of tte Ajtuation in India and Sn Unka 
Ctn Amnesty's reports be wished 
•wey? The Inc^ govenment sUegea 
4ktt the orgarasstiofl does not have a 
'Veiible" wav of ooUectmi evidence, it 


depi ndb m its own ian5dt‘ntial wune^ 
to verify airMldMts hem vicl*<n> of state 
teironsm Also Aimestv ts said to have 
nurnmbed the importjnce of numerous 
nghts and press freedoms uieoyed by 
Indian uvdMs Is the govenvnent then 
m d position 10 rebut the charges” 

A review of Ixtdu's human nghts 
record sokg January 1967 iHeascd bv 
Amnesty posits out that it is tht poor 
and the underprivileged whu are the 
worst victims of pohee oppression De¬ 
tention wohoul tn^ removal uf cTuciid 
safeguards m seevnty legislation and the 
failure lo curb bwlessoess by natiunal 
and slate secisity forces are among the 
charges against India Amnesty HkI 
apparently sent the review lo Prune 
Mnster Ragv GsnAi but he had cune 


orKanisalum to uivtstigaU* (umpUims in 
Jhinjab 

M<ist of the affidavits Amncslv le 
ivived m thv Usi three vcais arc from 
vKtmis of pobic «>p{>ressHHi in l\inia(j 
and of ibi* Indun Peace Keeping torev 
(tPKFl IT. Sn Laidia f he Indian govern 
menl argues that nx>sl of the c<miplainis 
are from extremists whu were responsi¬ 
ble for killing inmnent «ivilians‘and 
members uf sec untv forces Amnesty 
recognised (hat many ol the people were 
mvulvrd ui vulmce themselves, but Ihe 
action taken against them 'transgressed 
Internationa} human nghts Hiandards" 
Jiidu. Amnesty pointed out, has long* 
established institutions which intervene 


out pubhdy sgMnst the aBegatmns Mid 
refused to alow repf^sentaiives uf the 


to proieci human nghts But the viols* 
Urms had continued in spite uf them The 
official reactum to thii conleniion is that 
Bi copoip wuh terronicn the secunty 







lorces <Jo have to lake firm actKm. and 
sonieiimps even commit excessses, of 
not t^trictly adhere ir> the law. Hut all 
cases of unlawful killing and ilk'K<>l 
nctmtie^ by security furies are always 
invexliiuted and the Kudtv |>unished, 
Kxiracls from the Amnesiv fi'pocls 
on Sri l^nka tell a very different tale 
about the IPKI*' front whit (Ik* litdan 
jpivemment has been standing by. 
“Members <rf ihe tPKK wen* acci»ped of 
rninng Tamil w(«nen and of deUberately 
killing dozens of unarmed *ramil civilians, 
among them elderly peot>k.*. women and 
children. Kven though Indkan govern* 
nient spokesmen said that those kdled 
were membtts of the liberation l igert 
of ‘rainil Eolam (I.TrK) or civilians who 
had been killed in 'croMfire*. evidence 
mounted (hat in several cases the vk* 
lima were non*combatani civilians 
apnaretiily shut without provocation or 
in repnsal for the killing of iVK^ men by 
I he LTl'K.” No such complaints were 
made agamsi the IPKK. however, dur¬ 
ing their most recent militarv opention 
in Kebnisrv when they c<^uct ed a 
major search operalsm fur the ITTE 
members m Hattkairw. 

1'hi' report jtiven details of severe 
iTK'ideiits. Kor example, on the nijdit of 
12-l'i tMobvr, 19K7.Indian commandos 
desis^nded by hebenpter tn capture an 
LITK base near the Jaffna University 
campus at Knkuvil. two nutes from 
Jaffna, in the course of a major Indian 
military operation laurKhed to obtan 
control of the Jaffna peninsula from the 
L'lTE. 1'wenly-iune Indian commandos 
were reportedly shot dead by the 
1.1'1'K. but several others fled and 
allegedly killed an estimaled 4d non- 
iHxnbaiani Tamil civilians kvirig n the 
area. Relatives of the victims said that 
' several irKh soldiers touk refuge in 
. nearby houses and shot mhabitants at 
pomt-hlank range, mdudmg women, 
cluldrvn and an elderly cuuple. un 13 
Oftkiber in their homes at Hirampaday 
l.ane, Ki^uvil. 

T ill loduiii govcrimienl. how'ever. 

a'suiiH'd K'sponsiMitv for one fi¬ 
ll o-jiidH'iil kiUing* on 22 November, 
I^IH7. It OHifi iiciriialkd a soldier who 
had Ilk plvvlou^ <biy killed two Muslims 
.iTuI wounded five others when he fired 
«ni ,1 criMd near ilw Trincoowlee dock- 
lower, file Sr< l^anka government has 
I U'l ij oivf-sliyuting cnniliciuic reports of 
; .Mindk r uicideni in wlikh at least 2S 
Muslim ciciliaiis were shot dead m the 
«*:isuni vttlige ol (Htanwiwadi on 2 
IknMok r. m7. IV IRKK mainlained 
ilui! iIh vu tiin>. were killed in crossfire, 
inn rtsKients saul silhigers were indis- 
: cnniiiiate)^ kilkd alter tune Indian sut- 
I dwrs IuhI lH*eii kilhd « an tri'E 


my? Tbi hdhi iDvtminint 
di|«i fat (to ofivMiM dpM 
not hm I iny of 

- - -- - - *A J- 

cQNcvio onspico* HOipinQI 
oihown tt ifatB M tourmte 
virfy ifMvta froNi «Mmof 
i t lt l fa fWfal 


ambush. the report: ‘''I'd Ajiox'siy 
Iruemaixmal > know4odgt-, this i$ the 
only insianct* rif a Sn lumkaii govern¬ 
ment investigation mio IRKK activities. 
And in no mstWR'e, d seems, has an 
ufifhinwl body aiiempud to carry nut 
uivestigaiMis into these and rgher 
aSeged ll'KK killings " A total (g 
people m ihe troubled are»> have also 
inysienouidy dKappc^ariil. 

1V rrKwi numbiT ol reports (g en- 
couiUer killings cami* Inxri l^l^J«lb where 
serunly fnn'e9> viduiiHy huvi- shurK-at- 
sighi orders in several areas. Several 
young Sikhs were said to have been 


killed by Ihe police in 'Take eniutinters * 
m Amnisar djslricl in AugusI J987. 
(Uher killings of this type bv Ihc piilicc 
and military have been repiirtcU from 
Bilvii. Andhra I’radesli and Manipur. 

Sime Janury 1M87 doxens of prison* 
ers have also died in pnsorif all over the 
country after they were tortured tn 
polk'c slutHMIS. And tV two groups 
most often subject to thud degree 
tortures are pi'litkal prisoners and mem¬ 
bers of Uk* sc'liedulod castes and sche- 
duL'd trihes. who Iihm been singled oul 
by tV Constitution Ujt special piiitec- 
fion. 

Allegatxms i^f torture of political pns 
oners in f^JnJuU iiHiuded tV Vating up 
<g prisoners wink* tlwy were Ixing h> 
Lhev leci with then kinds tied Inhiiid 
their backs and adiiuiuskrid ckviric 
skxks. llaroans iti Hiliar, icx'. were 
btaleii and given ekn'tin ukwks in 
pobce slutHMis after they lud disputes 
with I heir landlords. Several hundred 
lower casle wiam-n nte iilleged to luive 
been raped by the jxilve ev<»ry year. Hut 
6UCh cases liavr been investigaied. 
Also, those rcspomiil^* tor torture are 
abnosl rK’ver tviiughl t<i justk’e. even 
thougii tile victims imglil liave been 
con^>c^salod with nuirev in rare cases. 




rtM paUM pf<pirm»fU8»<ft>nyv mob in AnvliMr 









rt‘p»nc(t dvnri^ llMi and Ik* fir^t few 
mcnUh^of UW7. ft>Q(iWi*cl 151 caseKin 
Madliy^ l^ack'iUi and tn Hilwr dunii^t 
Ibt’ S3iiic pennd. Hut ci>nif}bnni» akH»f 
the nipL* 4^ lower i^asies rame frtmi all 
uvtT iK* oKjiiirv: «i tHietnbcr IWt* 
Kjxirt beture tlx* Kojya Sahha milt'd 
4.4lH)n*pr^> r<ipv rei^tervd by kucIi 
v’lMoen tn llte fciui and Lilf >‘c.irh be- 

l^t'irn Mirt’h and llrto^r 19H6. 

*1^ ronduci ol the puke duHn^ 
etifiKnuiul incKk*iUs has also been ques- 
txxx'd. Said 'k* Ajniie»iy rvpiifl on ik‘ 
Mivnjt rxHs belwpen 2^ and 4!3 May. 
1^7: "Un 22 May several hundred men 
friHii (he Hashvnpura area <4 Meerut 
were seen beinii takvn away tn several 
tr>k'kx by numbers of the l^rovmcial 
Amied Constakdary (PAO. Wnnrsses 
sakl most were taken (» kcal ptdire 
statuns. but several doaen tn the 
two 4jr three Inirfcs were reportedly 
taken to the hanks of the llppt'r (knira 
Ca»*l near Muradnaiipr. shot and th^i 
bodies dtniwn in tk* water. H) the last 
week of May. over S(> bodies had 
leportedlv bM fnund in the cn(. 


'ITie report also point a <iul that hundreds 
of political prisoners were bemv k'ld in 
Indian prisons under special Mvunty 
Ihws, These indude 32t> .Sikhs heinK k'kl 
m Jodhpur jad sime June 19K4. 

An alarminu nuniN'r of critnes <'V}Cimst 
wonH'H xo nniioiK'vcl, too. Sod .ui 
AinjK'Sty report on ;i11eu:itioim4it rapi* by 
Ik* ixilice: “AllhoiiKh imtsi cas«’< nl rape 
in India, as in nihi>r count rx's. are 
believed to unrvponed, M*\cra] 
(hoiiSiind (MSc'S of rajx' nrr report td to 
the potici* Il'ich yeur all o\'cr Indy, A 
lar^i* pro|xiriion of tiXM* 'Cslnnated at 
heiwecn «i IliirJ and hntl of oil ic|»x‘le<l 
rape cases* ciHix ni nwnik'rs of 
duleo ciiste< iind s^ksluled liUws. " h>r 
exdinple. Ih^' iiiinistei of *i>*w lor wel 
fnre inlorined tk* kajva KiMui 4 hi H 
Noveink'T. tWii.tkit of nil iIh' ICHi rn|)v 
CfiKi's rt*|Killed k'tMx'4'11 JiiniiArt and 
June iluit yen]. ciMK'erned wiHik'n 
Ix foninnu to ik* sclx^luk'd c;istes and 
trik'S, 'Ilk' ssnik- miniHirv Je|x>rU‘d tk 
fr>llowin(( year jhat rapt of wouk'ii he* 
lonidnu t<i sclicdnied Ciistcs and trihes 
was particuLii tv coniiiKin m iIm* iionh 
fndum states. On :> M.ifili. tW47. Ik 
dt'puiv ininistef loi welfarr wns re- 
ixirteil MS iImI tiltar I’radesh 

k'jded the list with 22^t mhIi c<nk*s 


to have km recovered limn the neailn 
llniduii Ckiy) at IiIm/mIkhI. alihmiKh 
Indian j(xiniAlist> visiinm Mniadinii^ir 
and nc’iidilxHjrinp tikices kikI that ul lerisi 
twia* that nunilHT had Ixh ii lecnvi i<>(i 
KyewiliK'sses said ImmIk ^ h.id been 
thrown 111 Ik caruil by iinik'^i iiumi id 
unihirm. Two of I he five siirviM>(?> of 
I kit iiK’Kient hnve leslirK'd I It a Ituy 
wun* taken lo tk* canal <ii Mutailnouar 
by unilumied iik'ii who they idi'inifu-d us 
I'AC personnel who shot ik m ami i 
threw ikm ut Ik* cannal. h \s now [ 
believed all the bodk’s found in tiie water [ 
were uf men taken awav frmo Ilashini 
pum dkhoush mitul report had iikIi 
cated the bodies found in lU' IhiKtoii j 
Canal were of vtctims <il the killni^s 
which Kukequentlv t(Ktk |>(aci' in Mnl* 
hana.” 

Jn rofX’hJSHau Ik* Amnesu re|MHi oii 
Meerut said: “'riiose ijiiillv of .tlnivs 
shr^ld invanahly. and speedik be 
bfouxht (o justke and Hut. peudinu 
Cictrent inve^i^tions involving aficiitsi* 
(kms a^nst I'AC. those named iti 
substantiated alle^tiuns ol huiiuin rikp^ts 
vmtations should, at least (eiiiptirarily. 
be removed friNn respomubW positii ms." 
Any jtucsses as to what the jjuvi.'rnmvni 
plans to do about the 32 pers4ins vt k* 
have recently been charqealteeted fm 
Ihetr role m the 19H4 anti*Sikh ikils^ 


the IW In tfi lanlia: not • c«an 
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or a country ivhich has only 
recently lost its “von man" 
(as General 2ia*ul Haq Mias 
popularly knownj. Falusian 
appeared remarkably unper¬ 
turbed. Security duruiji the funerJ and 
a her was lax aiKi thi* abscrK c u( the 
army on the roads and al the uirpons 
came as a con^lete surprise. Lahore 
' and Islamabad airports, lor instance. 

I were manned only by policemen ui Nue 
I hearing a slovenly similanty to the Indian 
, Cops. In IsUimabad one d»d nut see a 
single army vehicle on Uk* roads after 
the funeral or an officer in uniform 
outside the cantonnieni area. Kxcept for 
thi> police on routine duty at traffic 
intersections, there was no security 
worth the name m the capital, wtwrh was 
full of visilini; dignitaries, lb a casual 
visitor. New [>cU)i would probably seem 
more hkt* the* capital of a poi^e state 
than Islamabiid. 

Omtrary to exceptions, one felt prei* 
ty much at luime within minutes of 
landmK in Uhore. The immigration offic* 
er on duly assured you that the Pakista* 
nis did nut kxik up<ir Indiana as fore* 
igners and papers were cleared within 
second.s. The customs waved one 
through after a cursory look at the hand 
baggngiv The man behind the PlA 
tPakistrin International Airlines! counter 
checking m passengers for the connect¬ 
ing flight to Islamabad asked for ten 
Pakistani rupees by way of airport tax 
and pocketed the VS currency bill hand¬ 
ed to him wiihoui even making a pre¬ 
tence of returning the change. It felt just 
like home. 

1'he only erKounter with what one 
might call security was while boarding 
the shabby bneing for Islamabad. The 
man checlung the boarding cards was 
obviously fnini the inteUigenie vnng. Ns 
crew cut and manner giving lun away. 
Kullv aware that I was from India, he 
asked. "You have cuene ftom Delhi?" 
and then reabsing that he had Nundered 
into revealing that he knew more about 
my travel schedule than he should, 
hastily kidded. "You live in Islamabad?" 1 
repbed that I was a visiting Indian 
journalist. 

Where would I be staying in Islamabad 
and when would 1 be returning were Ns 
next ques Lions. Obviously my replies 
wei c not satisfactory for he followed me 
ml (I I he aircraft a Kttle later and whis* 
FKicd something into my ear about 
tnking me around Lahore oo my return. 
Ik then ask^ when I would be leaving 
Ulanuihnd and whether 1 plamed to suy 
in LiNirr KinaUy. he left, looking very 

d unhatiKfietl. a» if Ih' would have liked to 
repeat the >amu quest ions a few more 
ftmes By this imw all my apprehensions 


had disappeared: for. wtat an be more 
comforting than to be confronted wiUt an 
intelhgence man with no more foteBi- 
gence or finesse than Ns counterpart 
bock home. 

The PIA flights begin with a recitation 
from the Koran. The air-hostesses are 
as attractive, or should one say as 
unattractive, as the ones with Indian 
Airfanes. The service, hovrever. is a 
htlle more cheerful and warm. The 
announcements made in chaste Ur^. 
sound like poetry to the incrained ear 
and the captains of the PIA fii^iU are 
rather garrulous, keeping the passen¬ 
gers constantly d^ormed about the tad- 
scape and landing detafls. 

l^amabad is beeutihd. Surrounded by 
Mb. it b e i lig t i^ y green. It k a fich 
man's city and poverty k hardly vkftle. 
People bve in large private houaes and 
flats are unlwanl ol Jt b a proud city. 
Former Prime Minkter Mohammad 
Khan Junefo was very off e nded when 1 
suggested that the tempentures in bla- 
mabad and New DelN (heae days were 
companbb. It camot be," he aiul>"we 


have ptaled more trees k Islamabad 
than in the real of the country." What 
could have become a cnais that 
threatened the interview he granted me 
vrns fortunately defused when a col' 
; league frern l/ida Today intervened to 
assure Junejo that Islamabad was far 
co^er than New DelN could ever hope 
to be. "Yes, that is what 1 would have 
thought."gruntedJunejo, cakningdowm. 
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pe<Vle are wacnw friendly and 
very ho^abke. But what was strik¬ 
ing was their belt uf corvem about the 
future RTunediaiefy after Zia’a death. In 
bet. li the new President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan held his first press conference (on 
2U August). convervtxA m Islamabad's 
drawing-ntoms revotved argund who 
Idled Za. Vanous conspincy theories 
were iXASadered and it was wHh con* 
siderable reluctance that people turned 
away (o enteciam thoughts about what 
the future held n store lor them and 



their country. It was only after (ihuUm | 
Ishaq Khan's meeting mih (hi' pn‘^> 
that the converse iiun turned to: wbal 
now? 

Everyone I spoke ti>- wtudher pi*o 
est^ilishineni or anli—wa« in favour of 
democratic rule. H<q>es rui higli now 
that (he new President han iiuick' his 
views on many subjects km^wn. wiiii ihe 
amy havtng decid'd to give Piikistan 
breathing space and llie iiistalL'iiK)i) of u 
pupi^ government being mote than 
posaibir. The people are very (rnnk .tnd 
direct. AttitMk'sto Indian }(>unuliats htv 
not hostile and everyone, including lead¬ 
ing bareaucTdtB and prdiiicuna. were 
wiling (0 offer a frank assessnH'ni of die 
situation. Hut with oix* condiixui: "I hi 
not quote us." 

The trust (hat the Pakistanis 
in a journalist who they did not know, 
given that a «njde quote attrilniicd lo 
them would hnd them si grave trouble, 
was remarkable, interestingly. ilic man 
on the street was willing lo )h* quoivrl 
and spoke out kud and vleai. wh<*rbei 
on Zia. Benarir Hhullo, or ihe umiv A 
taxi-driver observed; "A.W nitun vrh 
govenvnent biri zftH fhi ( Ihis guveni« 
ment was very opprosuve). they wi;uld 
not give us visas m visit india." And then 
he laughed: "Don't wnle onlv this, soy 
that we ire good people and we Iik(> 
India very nw h." 

'there was no stlempi to projert 
Pakistan as a cuunlry of the iniriv 
Everyone 1 spoke U> tiKik trouble (u 
explain the political siluutKin. to p<Hnt 
out that society had been an ruptc^ by 
army rule, that power and money were 
the only two things that varrv d weight 
today, and that ii was now upto the 
poliliciars to prove that tlwy «ould 
manage the country's afliurs. 

IslamiasaUoft is a question ihit en¬ 
gages the Pakistani. Views <ei (his arv 
divided. While the comnwin man hails the 
late President as one who did a kx for 
rehgioo and eamed Pakistan u distim t 
plKe in the Isbinic world, the intel¬ 
ligentsia feels that s change >n tin; torn' 
and focus of l^mirisatioti w(>uld bc' 
.*nore than welcnnw. Women newsread¬ 
ers and announcers over PaktsCan lek.’vi- 
aion have their heads covered: llieir 
Jrurtas are also covered with dupaifas. 
usually pristine white. They use nailinial 
make-up and wear no ornaments 

However, many wunen go out to 
work and some occupy posHk^s of 
respoosUlity. In fact, one of (be corres¬ 
pondents to ask more than one question 
at Ghulam Ishaq Khan's press confer¬ 
ence was a woman journalist of a leading 
Priottani newspaper. Dawn, biteres- 
dngly. any women seen in burfehas at the 
Mpom en route turned out to be 
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tiTMt 

visitors from India and not Kakiauni 
nationals w'ho uw nu reason to hide 
Ihi^ir ttaixiy synihetica under austere 

chslc^i. 

A sxrunft cultural identity kiuts the [ 
p«'i>ple toiftjther. They ;eefer in ' 
speak ui Urdu and wear ia/wars and ! 
kurnts. the dress prescribed by (he 
(tovcniinent. it is very popular with the 
men and is worn my nwsl. both rvh and 
poor-*ihe only difference lyuijt in the 
quality of the matehal used. Very tew 
men wear trousers and very few women 
saris. 

The mlcnors of the houses are beauti¬ 
fully furnished, drawini* freely on West* 
ern designs and furnishings. IV crock* 
cry is usually imfwned. like most other 
things in this country which is far from 
being 5eir*»ufficieii(. TV Pakistanis are 
fond of their liquor bui unfortunately 
prohibition has made things difhcuh for 
thorn. A kioky tew frequent the resi¬ 
dences of their foreign friends to sbke 
ihcir thirst. Bui for most, it means 
missing uul. 

The* interest in India ts genuine. TV 
regret (hat the goveminenis o( both 
oountnes have mide ii difficult Un the 
people lo ineet^nd trade is pronounced 
Kver> orK' wanted lo know if India wouW 
extend a Vnd in friendship to the new 
fZ«»vvnuncnt, Hut many answered their 

ow n qiK'stion with the observation (hat it 
did not suit Pnme Minister Rajiv OancBii 
[o i»*niullse relations at present. “%e 
would hko iKrthing belter than fV u? lo 
come togethcj, but wc do mg see it 
happening." was the general observa- 

tHMI. 

There is «|m) a gimi deni uf mtercM in 
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Indian Muslims and their reaction to 
Zia*s death. In &ct everyone 1 met did 
not &i] to ask: "What do Indian Muslims 
M?" And iheir hurl was palpable when 
told that by and large, Indian Muslims 
did not “feel" so strongly one way or the 
ocher. “But how can tVt be?" exclaimed 
an intenor designer lacing a band on his 
heart. *^6 feel so much for our Muslim 
brothers there, why don't they care for 
us?” I tried to explain that 40 years was 
a long time and that a new generation 
had been bom for whom l^isian was 
»i»t another foreign country. But 1 soon 
realised I was not making much sense, 
at least not to this young man from 
Karachi He persisted: “What about the 
people m Kashmir? Surely, they are 
very upset." It was futile to explain that 
the trouble in the state after 'lU'i death 
was started by a few political leaders, 
who were using the l^i^tan card to 
further their own petty ends. 

At the same time, they are overtly 
hostile to people from Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar who settled in Pakistan at the time 
of Independence Emigranis from these 
regions dahn that they are discnminated 
agamsi and most of them express real 
surprise that Aslam Beg. who originally 
hads from UP. has been appointed chief 
of army suTT. A whisper camaign charg¬ 
ing Beg with a hand in Zia's killing has 
I already begun. But most re^ this 
' theory as ridiculous and counter (hat one 
of the reasons for the army maintaining a 
low profile »the presence of Aslam Beg 
as Its chief. 

Peo)^ originally from these two 
stales claim that they have never really 
been accepted by the Punjabis, who they 
tJesciile as the iMliug clan, and the 
Sindhis. A Punjabi contractor was of the 
view that these pe^e insisted on mam* 
Caiung their own identitka and culture 
(of superior Avadh) and “looked down 
upon us. We welco,Tied them but they 
did not accept chat welcome." Whatever 
the truth, there is no doubt that con¬ 
siderable discord exists between the 
comnunitjes and it will be difficult for 
anyone outside the Punjab and Sndh 
repon lo rule Pakistan. 

America is perceived as the benefac¬ 
tor uid Russia the villain. No one 
believes that the USA couki liave had a | 
hand in Zia's death and r<bect the 
suggestion as preposterous. Iliose who 
bebeve that Russia was involved throw 
in the Afghan intelligence agency. Khad, ! 
and Incha to complete the nexus. 

One leaves Pakistan with memories of \ 
a sn^, warm people who want peace • 
and freedom but, like those on al sides 
of their bordera, are pawns in a sonfid 
political game. 













robes keeper 
efthetaw, tsnoeasytask 
Hetp someone out, onenmute: 
cnssesaangeroiacrtnwsf. menext 
Is why those whom you-snd the 
f^^^-fe/yon.heveahimysMsdtheMshndraJeep 

unsafei^stykig which hse set snageiess trend. VMfwkie. 

^yeu, k‘$ perfmence 
yeuoanre/yon. 



s 














Forty seconds 
fltat shook Bihar 






















The most devastating 
earthquake after 1934 
shattered an already 
problem-ridden state, 
leaving in its wake deaths 
destruction and fear 


H <>bdiy9 are preoous lo both 
teadm and pupils o( Dar- 
bhanga's oldest residenbal 
Muslim school, the Madras- 
sa Hamidis» ijuiUjEhat, even 
wt«n they come in (nckles. Aod when 
the institution was dosed for Mohumitn 
on 20 August everybody seemed re¬ 
lieved. Bags were packed and rooms 
vacated. Only 20 the ^ hostelites 
stayed bade, among \btm the'principal. 
Madana Mohibbey Rasool Mujibi, and 
his two sons. With most ol the pupils 
gone, the local Mohumim committee 
ti^ over the school quadrant* re- 
heaning wi the open all night, tfl 2 am 
the neat moming. The **ta)nisAa''over» 
the outsiders left md the teachers and 
diMren went to sleep on a row ^ beds 
n the verandah. 
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At about 4.40 am. they were woken 
by a vnleni rumbling sound that seemed 
to come from under the earth. They i 
I could feel the whole »cho^ buiktmg 
I moving a foot up and down. Some of 
I them screamed "bhago. bhago. aaizaSa 
. ho gaya (run for your bves. it's an 
earthquake)” and ran out on to the { 
playfield. But the antiquated, mildewed 
itructure had already started colbpsing. 

In seconds, an entire vhng of the sing* 
le-storeyed structure had come down 
I with a crash, burying eight persons—the 
principal, his two sons Qais Kaaa ( 18 ) r 
and Akhsal Hussain (8). and five other ' 
children, Mohiuddin (16). Uaaid Ahmed 
(12). Irtamul Haque (10). Sabi (8| and 
Jabir Hussain (8). AD of them ibed. 
Seven others were wounded, two of 
them. Ainui (12) and Ashraf Raaa (8). in 
a serious state, were rushed to hospital. 

If there was anything the school prayed 
for on Mohurrum, it was their, lives. 

The 40-second eanhquake jolted the ' 
whole of nonh*eMterh Bihar, particular¬ 
ly the sprawling Darbhanp dmikm 
opulation; eight lakhs), out of ita iteep. 
indowi rattled, roofi. buildingi ai^ 
boundary walls collapsed, (he pillars of 
Darbhanga'i precarious jama Masjtd 
i tower developed cra^s and everyone 
, who could wake up in' time ran for dear 
life. “Mytiouse swung hke a pendulum.” | 
exclaimed a second year student. ; 
Rajesh Chaudhury. who bves m a roof* \ 
top room in Lah^ Sarai. near Dar* 
bhanga. “(could hear my family caD out 
to me from the lawns in froot c( our 
bouse, but 1 couldn't deade whether to 
jump off the terrace or take the stain. ” 
Rumours that more powertul tremM^ 
would follow caused panic. Nobody 
dared to enter their houses. Even the 
commissioner of Darbhanga. Ajay 
Kumar Mishra. was afraid to go indoors. 

"'1 believe that just before an earth¬ 
quake. birds and animals suddenly go 
caJm. So 1 waited for them to come to 
life before going inside my bungalow 
with my far^ again." j 

Few in Darbhanga reabsed at that 
moment (hat they were barely 70 kms 
south-west oi Um epicentre of India'e : 
most devastating ear^uake after 1934. 
whKh measured 6.5 on the Richter 
scale. (The epicentre pf the earber 
earthqu^e was m Hunger . some tOO 
kms south of this year's epKcentre. on 
the India-Nepal k^r.) At the cod of 
the kief ni^itmare, 167 men, women 
and children lay dead, buried under piles 
of bhck and concrete, thousands spured 
and a large number of settlements in 
Darbhanga. Madhubani. Saharaa. Man¬ 
ger . Daneekng. god nearby Nepal, 
reduced tr> rubble. 


rr«» 1» beCMm) An met rwmUna 0i houM* M 
Deiblungs; the seremOtefor rwief 

L ike most natural calamities that visit 
Bihar annually, the earthquake this 
year chose its victims—women, children 
and the poor. And even though Rajiv 
(Gandhi, ^er a humcane tour, admitted 
that no more chan 167 people had died 
and most of the houses be saw from his 
he better were "intact” before he 
announced a grant of Rs 30 lakhs from 
las relief fund for the state, (he situation 
on the ground was worse thair he had 
ima gined; many of the houses and struc¬ 
tures be had "inspected" mi^t have 
devdoped cradu and were in danger of 
erfiaps^ with another strong tremor, 
or probably, a flood. At^d by commis¬ 
sioner Miahra's own sdmisaion. (he full 
extent of the tragedy in the mterior was 
itil unknown. Explained Miihri: "Sixty 
per cent of my divtiion ii flood-prone 









and Kcess to the intent nira! areas is 
diffiojlt. This is why ii is guiiv to ta)ce 
time to reach any fixtures w^ich arc cent 
per cent reliable," 

'fhe war uf hKts and futures between 
the ^)verTm>ent and the ntedia created 
confuSR)n. Kajiv (iandhi and the Bihar 
CM. Bhai?wat jha Azad. accused news* 
papers of grossly exaggerating the death 
toll, but i\i press only reacted by raising 
the figure from 700 to tHKI dead over* 
night> ''More than 25.(]U() houses danv 
aged" screamed a headline in DeM's 
Indian Express. Ihe report said that the 
number of iryured could run into "tens of 
thousands" and whole villages in Dar* 
bhanga and Madhubuni lay in ruins. A 
lour <il (ho rural areas uf these districts 
showed dial this was far from the truth: 
villages were devastated but not on such 
a large scale. One village in Madhubani. 
Mahrail (population: 10. (XX)). took the 
brunt of the tremor, along with parts of 
Mungi^r and the region alonR the India* 
Ne^ border. 

One fact the administration was wdl* 
ing to concede, however, is that a large 
number of people had been injured: even 
after the Hihar government had sent out 
medical teams to the districts to assess 
the damage and treat the wounded, 
patients kept pouring into the Darbhanga 
Medical College HospiUl (DCMK). On 
the day of the tragedy, the hospital had 
24% patients with head injtines and 
fractures. Three days later. 125 more 
were admitted, and the next day, 65 
patients with similar complaints were 
admitted. Most of them had been 
brought from far'flung rural areas for 
better treatment in the town. But the 
facilities at the hospital were for from 
adequate. Moreover, there was an acute 
^rtage of doctc^s as several of them 
were injured after their hostel cefla^^ed 
due to the earthquake. 

This is the thfrd major tragedy to 
strike Bihar in the past two years. Last 
year, floods had ravaged the same areas 
which suffered due to tlK earthquake— 
Darbhanga. Mungt'r and Madbubani— | 
washing away roads, trees and entire ! 
villages, destroying acres of paddy and ! 
sugarcane. Large areas are still under ' 
water now. On 6 August 1988, man 
than 4(X) people drowned m the Ganga 
when an oveiioaded ferry boat carrying 
then) capsized some distance frexn Man* 
ithiiiKliBi in KaUhar dtsina. The steam¬ 
er had S29 passengers on board. 
:i]thuugti it was licensed to cany ordy 
) 6(> people Lui nbii led search operations 
t'umhed by rhe army and navy author* 
iUes for yielded no results: the 

bodies v.xTf iwturt .iway bv strong 
;:i)d i).e \x>»\ »imk io the nver 

be<i. 


T he earthquake made a hero of Arun 
Bapdt. a Pune*based seismologist, 
who had predicted the disaster tlu^e 
years ago. Eapau known among earth* 
quake bufis as a prophet of doc^ had 
developed a new technique of predicting 
such eveati'-the "seismic grid 
method". In a note be sent to the 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development in October 
1P8S. he wrote: '*{ ihil) be happy to hear 
from you. especially in view ^ the (act 
that 1 have predicted an eafthquake in 
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compensating each of the victims wa» id 
be used for providing relief to the 
injured. Other state sovemnients tuu 
announced reJief packages: Uttar 
Pradesh’s N.D. Tiwah offered Rs IS 
bkha. Jammu and Kashmir's Faroaq 
Abdullah Ra nine lakhs. West Bengal’s 
Jyod 8asu Rs five lakhs. Har>'ana's Uevi 
LM Rs five lakhs. Madhy« Pradesh’s 
Arjun Singh Rs five lakhs and Megha* 
bya’s Pu^ A. Sangma a nuxleiu Ks 
50.000. Andhra Pradesh s N.1'. Rntm 
Rao also ^omised to help the liihar 
govenvnent. Initially, the central guv 
ensTteni had decided to rush the army 
for relief operations. Hut three day*< 
after the disaster, the Rihar govemn«nt 
decided it could cope with the vtiius 
alone. 

The eajtliquike has caused more 
damage than most people thought; it 
cncM bunds along rivers that lire nlteu 
in apate, spht the earth in Liarbhanga and 
Munger. shook the foundations of tnli 
buildings, and even damaged the Kiij 
Bhavan and seaetahat in Patna. "Wells 
that once had water have lum gono 
completely drv,” said Slianum Ahmed 
(50) of Bakarganj. Darbhanga. At iiLwes 
whi're ihc earth had split—in pii(ld> 
fields, roads and open spaces** sand mid 
, water gushed out with force. Said avu 
• rr^iioner Mishra: ’There was a fissure 


Nepal in the area Z7.0 to 28.0 N latitude 
and 65.0 to 86.0 E longitude with a 
probable magnitude of 6.5 to 0.25 (on 
the I^hter scale).” The 21 August 
earthquake measured 6.5 on the Richter 
scale and had its epicentre at 26.4 N 
latitude and 86.6 E longitude—which 
was utoifishingly dose. But even if the 
govemnent hid taken Iwn seriously, 
was there anything It could have done to 
prevent the catastrophe? 

As news of the disaster spread, 
politicians fmn both the Congress(I) and 
the Opposition airda<hed to Bihar. Rajiv 
Gandhi’a visit was followed by a proces¬ 
sion of leaders* H.N. Bahuguna. Chan¬ 
ts Shekhar and V.P. Singh. The Prime 
Miniater declared a grant of Rs 30 lakhs 
for the Btate and directed the state 
vemment to pay Ra 10.000 to the 




died. The amount *thit remaioed after 
















in mv bdtkyaid, toci I saw sand and 
water sprouiinK out ” One of the waD$ 
on the eastern Mde of the UarbhaniP 
palace devekipod a craOc IV admims- 
tration did its beat to repair the damafft* 
tu vital stHK tures like bunds Said 
Mishra *'(>ui enjpiK'ers base already 
lepaired the cracks in the bunds whrh 
are visihlc Kut there is niithinj; we lan 
ik) about weaknesses that nught have 
developed mside the struOuies ' 
DaibhaiiKa was aiTMinit the worst 
aflected aieas m Hit too 'All the 
(itoces where the earth had spfat then 
(.rocked this tune also' Uii SiduBa 
Sufdiqui. 72. nf Murfb Chak. Lahena 
Sarai lamil Khan, 7t who bves m a 
Ik>u^ nearby found the earthquake this 
veat severe enuusti to compare with (he 
one t>4 years affo *rhe 19.i4 earth¬ 
quake. he said, "happened at 2 pm m 
the altemuon People were awake, 
there was no question of heinj; Uken hy 
surprise But that earthquake lasted a 
Ki>od two to three minuteb. and the 
inoveiiKmt seemed horuontal, from side 
ro bide This Unte it wak short, sudden 
and nxjre vaileni The inovement was 
vertical, everythmit seemed (o n^e and 
j^all It wik pitch dark, the liithts had 


lost lus 18-year-old wife Hira. and 
Racanti Jha lunt her mother. Pralima 
(62) Both (hv women were buned 
under heaps of brxk and wood 
The scenes in DaxbhaniTa > 1 . lUO bed 
government hospital were pathetic and 
most of the patients were still m a daae 
The rush for admissions was ftKikt on 
the four days aftei the disaster Atuious 
people thronjicd emergency wards and 
the supcnuiendefll’s olfiic to isei then 
reUuves adnutted Paients kxikcd on 
helplessly as iheir injun-d khiMti'ii were 
arcummodated in h^s on whsh other 


Predicting tremors 


I s t poMibie to predict an earth* 
quake? Yea» If your tmnt m Rov¬ 
er. Experlmct .shows that dofs and 
aome other mMi. whoec ears 
ttcthft foorf frequaindei that bu- 
iw befriia cannot bev, sense eir- 
th^ekes baceeae d the aounda that 
p recede thenu Por the reat of ua, 
Bow e ser. e a ooc ao aeey. Hteoani 
have no wef of aeoaeic earthquakes 
and the methoda ofta^ by loeoce 
dont atwtye vortu 
la ihs pant, eertfaqiake pradKbon 
waa not cofiaUved a pri o riry; own 
aaeumed tet el eatunl estonlnei 
were a oonaewMBoa of fod* a anfiw 
apnal In set whar sraa tr^ 
(Moaly actrteled to (heir v sBBw nce 
iinow tvrted n a sudden iiloce- 
ti 0 Q«fee#mta oftheeerih’atfuit 
Mi resutt of the Ttlaeae ofenercy 
from wide»of efiiwditfely belowit 
For eee wpte. the amr^ fsiaaie m 
an cvthqofce of 8,5 na^itude (the 
1934 Bm qudw attiawd i mape- 
tide of 8.3) w eqwvifeni to dmt 
10,000 ito nec bocaba of the Hfroald* 
CM type. 

Oeokipttn My tbpt the aerth'a 
ouat ia dh^M kfro 
aa^aaMs or pfrtea. vtait are n 
rflntkewsi cBeska Mm Maaili cr 
eway froa each ocher, tfbae they 
mmn toyrarts aach'eeMr* one of 
(fa» drta^iintai (he 

other to'cte eeer preoeea 
caled atmtedba, Ihe cwseawnl ti 
plaue «iMy from eecb ocber le 
known ee wrfrdhtg. IIk jcecew ■ 
known s liite iKSaoHi’s idestific 


Why u Bte, vM eae MOdy 


prone to thst? Tlik 

thetMA^eedtatao 


ranges which (d in the northern find 
noift^estem leading edi/e of the 
Indun plate which colhded with the 
Ruranan plate about 65 million years 
a». Accretion or addition of crusc 
along the trailing edge of che Indian 
pma puahes tndu towards the north 
and oorth-easu creating faults and 
tfinjtta along the Hmalavan and 
Arakaci Yumas fronia nss la re* 
aponaible for genera ting earUiquoke s 
to the belt And mj, ihe entire 
north-east region, which kea so doae 
to the active piste margini has been 
Nt time and again 
Predicting an earthquake is nut an 
easy task and wxk m the area is sti& 
fai the nascent phase of research and 
expervneot Sffne scientists like Dr 
S^. &hha of the GeologKaJ Survey 
of Inte (CSD believe that considet- 
able progresa is being made Says 
the orguesamn's deputy director 
genersl ‘'With Che knowledge of the 
mteroil mechanism becomirig dearer 
and dearer, the signals prior to a 
orset rupture have now bm ident]* 
eed.” For instance, chants ai the 
properties of rocki» a w m the 
rlrifniril resiittvtty ^ the earth and 
a AestK faD in the shock wave 
velocity m the regm iremdKaton 
of eaftivnakee. 

WhAe soenbets grapple wttb the 
task of prediesng earmquakes, 4 y- 
008 bi esrltKioake prone reglDos tre 
ttSuaBy ewe of the wsTsng Mgids. 
They are i s a dden drop h the level 
of witer 0 weAa. a dtange n Ite 
coleur end a oark^ ditference »the 
way signals behave. Yet, sucres^ 
gdntiAc pradtftiona of eorthouakes 
n npa. Per iDStance, the Unked 
9tp0e (Mo^ Survwy mafntamlg 
m' I ftf «MevekMMtheiiKoe«i4 








SFECIAI. REPORT 


patients were asleep. The paediaCrk 
ward, barely ten feet by seven feet with 
an beds, presented (he most def^able 
As Dr RajeshwarThakur, casuahy 
officer of the DCMH, panted out; 
“Cases of children with head usuries are 
very often fatal “ 

The effeits of the earthquake were 
probably accentuated because of wxle- 
spread floods in north-eastern Dihar last 
year. I^ie swullen Bhuti Halan river a 
M adhubaitt had caused enormous suffer* 
ins in the district. Constant wsterkifninjt 
in the towns and cities had also 


predictions. The accuracy of (he 
predicUens are jvdfed on the basis of 
fiKlort Hke time, lotion ind remgm- 
tude. About 170 prediction a have 
been evaluated in tlw manner but 
none of them have adveved an 
accuracy to merit acientifk consid* 
eration. Also, bein^ correct un one 
occasion M no guaranlee of future 
success. Kor example, the Chinese, 
who pride themselves on etfthqualw 
prediction, evacuated llaichenit in 
antidpatiun of the devaststinp quake 
that rsvsjfed the city in 19^. But 


weakened the foundations of several 
stnictures and heavy camfal had dam* 
aped otd monuments and buiUriKs. Al 
they n e eded was a irtmur to collapse. 

The Darbbanpa adrnnstraiiun were 
at a loss U) decide how to repair the 
cracks n the pdtors which support the 
tower iif the Jama Maspd and lor lack of 
technii:al knowledge hu prohibited en* 
try nto the holy piKe and barricaded the 
nad in front so that vibrations are not 
caused by passing vehrles. Said cum* 
missioner Mislua: '*We had two 
aHematives: to set iq) a scaffukteR and 


drector of the G$l a va^ predk* 
tion of a qiolte in a re^ of high 
seianiciiy, unaocompwkid by pre* 
doe detada. cvnot be termed a 
predKtkm. He Mr a tatrto&c «id 
aociily uaefid predictign cf evth* 
qtakes should locale its epscentre 
viihiA n iraa of SOD ^ kntR fore¬ 
cast ka ocemnee witlHn a tne* 
frame of two months and identify its 
megnitude 

The earthquake which shook 
Bihar on August Is fh^ttemogty 
dnlar to the one that took place o 


start repairs. But the latter would take 
at least ten days, and we cuuld only ^et o 
crane from Patna. The best thinR u> du 
wis to Uuck the ruad to Irnffir, ckx'lare 
the mosque out of bounds, and wail for 
the crane to ahve." 

Said a local i(*umali8t, Tanlra Nath 
Mishra. of Madhuhani' "After 1934 ihi 
one Ikad known what an earthquake 
could be kke. This year they do." 
AcuirdinR to hen, bodies had to be 
enctricated from (he debris in several 
villages III Ns dLHtfict. “'There liave been 
mstances when women have nm out 
while the earthquake was on. at(d then 
returned to fetch their children, and 
died." he said. Rescuing trapped victims 
and recovefinil dead bodies was as 
euctinq a task as it was in 19J4. Bui 
there were no miracles to match the one 
which occurred thal year. Shamir^ 
Ahmed of I larbhanita informed: “In 1934 
voiunteefs pulled <iu( a ten*year*ofd girl 
from under layers of rubble 17 days after 
the earthquake to find that she was stiM 
afave. She was put on oxygen and 
glucose and survived." 

Scienlists miglil have ilKnr their </wn 
theories at to why oarthquakcH occur. 
But the moat impassioned ciqilanatKin 



one year taler, they failed to predkt 
the qu^ in Tan^te. 

Sometnnet soottific ctaaBidras 
, ' not taken serkajsly eoough. For 
Arun Bepac who woks at 
'the Qtfthquike Ei^ineering l)i^^ 
' of the CaDtrat Water and ffower 
.' ''f'RMwch Station. Puna, had pre- 
.Acted D 1985 that 9 etfthgoyte 
vouid ocev m oarth-castem India b 
yA (9B7* New that an etf^ukloe has 
> * oeoimd -a yaat tor, there haoie 
■Ss .. hMaa^qtMMto tout why the 


1934. barhhaogt, Muster ttd 
Madsubn we al badly: aSeeted in 
the *34 goto tocB aWarty theoMe 
aregi cd Nepal we ravaged tfaia 


(My erhah atoce JKPv ara tha. 


dvnaga be rrtiBT^ er mWBe a e d 
'nfiOieDr^hepeQpleofBfeir. Aaawn 
■)d ate ami ia Aa Vfor b^ (aa 
torahers aigtoqtahevcBa re- 
^oMalam«bai*Qrid>ii«bave to 
eaaip th a ra a Neaa ' ap wura'a enal 


came from 74*year-old Jamil Ahmed 
Khan of Murgi Chak. Labe^ Sarai, near , 
Darbhanfp: "Why do they take ^ace? I ; 
don't know. Bftegwan ki kx/v (Cod'a 
wifl>. All [ know is Jab gtmaft ka bt^ 
Jamn uUu nahs sakti. tab ka atad 
hut hota hai (when the earth cannot 
bear the wei^ of man's sins aoy more. 
God's wrath takes over)." And there 
were plenty of reasons 6x the gods to 
be angry: "There are no morals h the 
family ttese days—father and son both 
watch blue vidw fihns." the oid man 
complaeied. much to Uw amusement of 
young men around. 


■CM WtfWA 
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THE POLITICS 
OF MURDER 

Did Jan Morcha leader Sanjay Singh arrange to have Syed Modi 
murdered? Or is he being framed by the Congress(J)? 



hey were badmin* f > 3 
xon‘6 golden cuu* \ 'M 
pie. Syed Modi 
wa$ shy. (niro* 
verted sird awk¬ 
ward off the court. But put a 
racquet in hia liand and he 
was transformed. Recalls 
Pradeep Gandhe. secretary 
of the Maharashtra Badmin¬ 
ton Association: “He was a 
real natural. He made the 
game look so easy. He had 
marvellous footwork, quick 
movernents and proved to 
the world of badminton that, 
backhand could be an ofien* 
aive stroke. ” Amita Kulkaini 
lacked Modi’s sporting ex¬ 
cellence but became a natkm* 
aMevel badminton player 
nevertheless. Says Maureen 
Mathias, a former rtational 
badminton doubles cham* 

«on: “Syed was basicaDy 
laay but Anuta was hard¬ 
working and ambitious. She 
pushed him and made him 
what he became. She was 
very coiicerned about him 
hitting it big and saw to it that 
he practised regularly.” 

It was a marriage made-^f 
not in heaven—then certain¬ 
ly on the court Their bad¬ 
minton careers trailing to a 
close, the couple shi&d to 
Lucknow where Modi w^ked for the 
railways and Amita for a UP government 
undertaking. Remembers former natioiv- 
al tennis champion Nirupama Msnkad, “1 
met Amits for a few hours in Lucknow 
last December. She wu pregnant and 
glowed with happiMsa and expecution. 
She seemed very in love with Syed and 
had big plana feu thc both of ihem.*’ 
And so it aeemed all the more abode- 
ing when on the evening of 28 July, as 













J P ye) SiBjuy seigh. >yed laodl and 


AfiUla 


Syed Modi was co mi ng out of a stadium 
having played a game oi b e dn anton. he 
was set upon by two armed men. They 
fired five buBets from a .38 revolver. 
Three hii Modi’a body, wounddu him 
fatally. Their murder comnuttetT (bt 
assailants aped away in a waiting Maniti 
VIA. 

It seemed a crime without motive, 
without seoee. Who would want to kd a 
d)y, aoft-ipoken baMntoA cfavnpion> 


As Amita told tl>e presa thu 
foiowing day: "My husband 
wu a man without an enemy 
in the w<irjd.” 

And yet, somebody hiid 
hated hin) enough to organise 
a gangland-style hit’, com¬ 
plete witham^ profession* 
ah and a getaway car. It 
made no sense. Even the 
local police said they were 
foxed. 

though nobody said so 
oper^y in those first few 
ud ^ys after Modi’s mur¬ 
der. there were some 
theories about the murder. 
These first broke into the 
opm when Uttar Pradesh 
chief minister N.D. Tiwari 
publkly declared that his 
government would bring 
Modi’s killers to justice ’'no 
matter how hi^ly placed 
they may be”. ’Highly 
placed"? Why would any 
highly-placed person care aiv 
out a nuld-mannered sports¬ 
man performing a low-level 
job in the railways? 

When the case was taken 
out of the hands of Lucknow 
pi^e and handed over to the 
ebte Central Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation (C6I) on 2 Au¬ 
gust, the whispers got loud¬ 
er. Off the record the CBI 
investigators told newsmen that they 
had a suspicion that a love triangle was 
at the root of the murder. 

The CBI’s innuendoes were picked up 
by the national press and when they 
reached Amita’s hometown of Bombay, 
there was widespread bewilderment. 
Said Ninjpama Mankad: "But she was so 
much in love with Syed! I don’t believe 
any of the shabby things that are now 
being said/’ Agreed a neighbour of the 
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TV C8I. bi>wever. were dead ae* 
nous. TVv needed first lo esubtah that 
there was an afiv and to then demons* 
trate llw retaliomhip led Saniay Soi^ to 
order a hit on Modi. As d twn^ out 
(hmss worked out in reverse order. 

TV only dee to tV murder was 
offered to the nveadfatinfi ^ficers by a 
rickshaW'puBer. who dafined to have 
been present at the scene <A the cTirae. 
He said that he had noted tV number cd 
the jtetaway car artd that it wu UYG 
1959. TV problem was tV UP trana> 
port department had issued no. such 
number. “We had two ofrtkns.'' says 
one of IV investigators. *^ier it was a 
talse number plate or the witness had 
misread it Wto V toU us that it was 
made of brass, we roected tV first 
option, as 6^ plates are nrdy made d 
brass because Uas mcreases the chances 
cd detectna So we considered tbe 
possibikty that it was HYG and not UYG 
because H can look like U" 

TV Cfil tnced HYG 1959 to a 
Muslim cootnctor baaed ei Harym 
who smd that V had add tV car to 
Akhflesh Sei^ a Jan Mocc hi adivid 
and one of Singh's most tnNtad 


J iurnllv, when ilw iiive^tnaOKkr »lt>ne« 
fii^i i'Vkked. Anuta was appalled. “Dr 
nj;iy mamtamed. "was a 

K d tnetiduflMkih me and my husband. 

i are iali;e and motivated.” 

Singli himselt whs disnussive. anejpng 
tiut the Kovenviwiit was trying to make 
political capual out of the murder but 
conlUenr that n w^ouldn't work. 


Kulkanua in the Bombay suburb d 


builahii. Amita ia Mie of the sweetest 
people 1 know. She really bved Syed." 

In Lucknow, however, everybody 
knew what tbe CB( was getting at Siyi 
Mrs Arvind Verma who bves in the flat 
juat above the Modis’ in tV Road 
colony, 'SsAiay Sin^ was b) and out <d 
the Modi bouse. Because he i 
minister, his frequent visits atcrided i j 
lot of sttention. And. of course, tongues 
wawd out of pure jealousy." 

This was preitisely the CBi's point. 

. From the day they over the invea* itf 
tigation tVy lo^t to inveitl^ee tbiinr 
stories that Amita Modi was havkig m 
affair with Sapjay Singh, the Jan Moreha 
leader and MLA for Amethi. Another ol 
the Modia’ neighbours wu Bhola Pande. < 
a loud, boorish, former Congress MLA 
whose chief claim to fame is tfiat be once 
huicked an aer^lane to protest Indira 
Gandhi's arrest dunjig tV Janata period. 
("Oh. a little prank,” Mrs Gandhi had 
cooed forgivingly of the inadent.) Pande 
hated Si^y Sin^ from their days 
together in the Youth Congress a^ 
whenever he saw iV mmister. he wcndd 
begin yelling—frequently vt an advanced 
stage of inebnaijon—"(^ back. Don't I 
come here.” 

If the likes of Pande had initiated (V 
rumour-mongertng. the people of Ludi* ^ 
now had happily joined m. The situation 
was perfect for wagging tongues. Modi 
was a celebniy but he was also very 
much the snul!*town boy wtn did not 
speak much English. He had marned out 
ol his community. Ut a Bombay girl who 
was smart, attractive and extroverted. 
Sanjay Smgh was a minister, a national 
fipre. and had a reputation as a ivonu- 
iiiser. Given the sm^'town mentaity. it 
ss'Hb ineviubte that the (lio would be- 
.'une tlu; subject gos^. \ 
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lieutenants. On 17 August, just over two 
weeks after Modi's murdW. the CBl 
arrested four persons: Amar Bahadur 
Singh and Hhagwati Singh, both Jan 
Morcha activists; Alihflesh Sin^ 1^* 
self; and jitendra Singh aiias Tdiku. 
Akhilesh's driver. The CBI claimed also 
to have recovered a 38 bore revolve 
from informaiton provided by Anur 
Bahadur Singh. 

According to the bureau, confesstons 
had been secured from the arrested 
men. Akhilesh Smgti. it said, was a 
small'time politician from Kae Bareli 
with a crunindl background who used 
Amar Bahadur Singh and Bhagwati Seigh 
as bodyguards. Apparently, he had in¬ 
itially denied any involvement m the 
cnme by claiming he had left for Dehi on 
27 July, a day bdore the murder But he 
later broke down and told his nterroga* 
tors. ‘'If yrnj riuilly mean busines,*i and 
are wilbng to gn for San)ay Smgh. then 
111 help you." 


It MMd b I CrilM vtthotft 
metH wtthout OTH. Who 

woiMvwltoldlishyr 

Mfl-ipokm bidnMM 
chM9ion?AiARytiModlWd 
the prm, illy ImM w» » 
m» wHhout« mnty h the 

- tjm 

WWW 


In hb confession. AUdlesh claimed 
that Saniay Smgh had been ^ssuhstng 
hn to kil Modi for months. FmaDy, he 
was 9ven a 29 July deadhne. He issued 
mstnicUons to hb dnver and hu security 
guards and then left town, makirtg sure 
that the murder would be corrvratted 
when Modi was alone. (Saiyay Smgh had 
left orders dtat notfbtg was to be done 
when Amba was arcs^) 


Akhilesh's version was backed up by 
his bodyguards who also confessed to 
having 6red the actual shots that killed 
ModL 

The CBl used Biese confessions to 
claim that they had proved that the 
cTfTw was convnitted at Sanjay Suigh's 
b^sL 

Now all It needed to do was to 
establish the motive. 

T he way the CBl tell it. the investi¬ 
gating officers were convinced that 
Arnita had something to hide when they 
visited her house to examine Syed’s 
personal papers. She was reluctant to let 
them do so and after much persuasion | 
handed over only one or two papers, 
"Why should a wonan whose husband 
has t^en (dUed be unwilling to let us look 
at his personal papers especblly If there | 
b even a one per cent chance of the 
documents providing some cine to the 
identity of the assail^ts?" a CBI officer 
asked rhetoheady. 

Suspecting that sumeihmg was anuss. 
(he investigators forcibly rummaged 
through her papers, seiaed two dianes 
(one belonging lo Modi, the other to 
AnuUl and a few personal letters. 'I'hey 
spent the next lew days examining the 
(ftaries. 

Then on 18 August, » day after 
Akhilesh Singh and hb aides had been 
•arrested, the CBl simulianeously leaked 
the contents of the diaries to bi)th The 
Tlines of India and TV Hinduslan 
Timts. which obkginjdy frontpaged them 
the foDovdng day. Sak TV Hindusian 
Timea: 'The Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation has got hold of clinching em. 
dence pointing to the invf>lvenwnt of 
former Uttar Pradesh mimster Sanjay 
Singh in Ihe murder of Syed Modi... The 
entries m Mrs Mndi's diary allegedly 
revealed that she was having an intimate ] 
sexual relationship vnth Sanjay Singh.” 
The paper added that one of iV entries 
in tV diary related to a New Year's 
party ceiet^iion at a Bombay hotel j 
where Sanjay Singh was also present. 
'*Syed Modi was called out by siNneone. 

he returned, he repornediv found 
bis wife in an intinuie position with 
Sar^y Singh. He then b^t his wife." 
And so on. 

Both the Tbnes and the Hbidusian 
Tines had dearly been briefed by some¬ 
body n the upper echelons of the CBl 
and they bought the bureau's line that 
Modi had fb^ out that Amita was 
frivdved in a torrid relationship with 
• Sosty Sngh (alad $*2 in the diaries) 
hod pleaded with her to call off the 
. wbeo the had refused, he had 
ber Ainu had t^ Su^y 
about tM endangered. Singh had 
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ordvrcJ ihe hit <in Modi, 

Wiih Akhilesh's Ibe CBI 

had proof ol Sai\jay SinKh's involvetnent 
i}) inu^'der .ind now, with Arraia's 
diarv. ihc-y hjd in<il:v« tou. 

T )ic puUiC(itK>n in two national nrwK- i 
papers ui the CBI'.s edited • 

<if Amild's diarv >?ave the bureau the 
• kind <A b<M>at it n^ed to act ajcainil 
Singh. I'hat very dAy» a crack CHI team 
arrived at the M[.A'» house in luck* 
now's up*market Viknrtiaditya Marg 
colony only to be kept ai hay by Sinjdi's 
throe Gcnnan Shepherds and hi$ secur* 
ity guards. 1'he MIA. they were told, 
was away in his constituency. The CBI 
officers hung around (ill the afterrKxm till 
Singh's br<)lheron*law let them in. They 


searched the house but obviously found 
nothing because there were no leaks to 
the press the following day. 

Though he now denies it. aB ctf this 
obviou^ terrtfed San^y Singh because 
h(' disappeared. Two Jan M^ha nun- 
tons were sent to the Kaaratganj police 
station tn Lucbiow to register a corn- 
plaint about Singh ’s disappearance and to 
suggest that Kajiv Gandhis men had i 
kidnapped Im The idea was obviously I 
to slave 00 any suggestion that he was [ 
absconding. 

The foUovmg day. Singh seems to 
have realised (hat this stategy was a 
mistake because he surfaced at a press 
conference heU at Jan Morcha codeague 
V.C. Shukb's New DeBu resideim. 
Why had he been reported nussing. he 


was asked. He had no idea, he said. He 
had goie to Allahabad for ceremonieB 
connected with his father's death. But 
surely, hn minions would have known 
that? WeD. added Anm Nehru helpfully, 
perhaps they had been nustaken. 

By any standards, Sinf^’s press con¬ 
ference was an impressive affair. He 
was flanked by such Jan Morcha col* 
leagues as Shukla. Arif Mohammad 
Khan and Arun Nehru and by some uf 
the Opposition's most articulate leaders, 
including the BiPs Jaswant Smgh and 
the Congres$(S)'s K.H. Unnikrishnan. 
The MLA's stand was clear. He had 
been a fnend of both Syed and Amita. It 
was nonsense to suggest that there had 
been anv kind of love inangle. ("I have 
three beautiful childrea" he kept re* 


‘‘Anyone who can murder the 
country can do anything” 


Sanjay Singh on (he political plot to malign him 


Svnday: Tht diaritt 9( Amiia 
oiuf Sged Modi iMfcA tht CBi 
Agptf otittd AoPf rtftrtnctt to 
M# 'S4\ oppartMtif jmt. Tht 
CBI eloim thot tht contonto of 
Amfte’i diunt indicoto (hat tho 
woo Kaolnf an affair with you— 
oomothine the hot beoii ftre* 
Aimitlf ionMinp. Do pou think 
tho CBI would foiotht oxiont of 
*fakinp^ a diorpf 

Sin^y Singh: You hive no idea to 
what extent they can go. When the 
CBI can forp BoAsri popen and 
coococt the rairfax docurrieota and 
\ can go to exCremaa to cover up (he 
Act that thouaanda of croret of 
rupees are being siphoned out of the 
J couBtry, forging two or three Awe is 

not two ot throo 
Unoo, Tho CBi claim (hop hoot 
diartm oonoioting ^hunXwdt of 
papoa, Woaid mt invootigmtoro 
pa $0 fkr a$ to fahrieato tniiro 
dimioof 

t don't know nothing about di- 
ahes. but anything ia poMbie for the 
CHI. 

Art imi agptnp tko CBi an 
ha$inp tho AeumonM 
I I ciat ny. 

YonhanbotnaoioaoMondof 
the ModU. Waa the rtiaUanohip 
htiwttn Amita and 8pod 
ttraintdf 

^ Nonaenie. There was absofotely 


no atrfon ta the reiitionahfo. SnaB 
tiffs must have takes pfoce. There ta 
not a iingfo cousla fo thia cowiry 
who have not heda tifffoihecouree 
of a day, These thinga happen. Does 
thi mem they want to murder each 
other? Take my eiain pi t 1 n a 
maa I might tad my wifo 1 
wS letWD at 4 pm aid tun 19 
erentualy m € pn. She may get 
angry a^ But what is 

unu^ about thie In a huabnd'Vifo 
reledooaN^ Dot* tin mean a wile 
w«Rtt to eboot tMT hurtopd^ You 
nwet uoderitaid that I have not 


V 


TtHCBIMlS^tPwtsri 
loonfMilenlfroinAIMnh 
9 i«h). 6 lwMiiipv 6 n« 
foroMltyindliWiila 
ilgMdiWMMnlfranlin 
nying M l» cmnitM Ml 
metNi'iinurtir 


committed a crime nor do 1 hive a 
cTinina) background. Anyone vd)o 
chinka ( could have tolled my best 
hfond ta the biggest enminai, I 
helped Modi eitaWiah himself. \ got 
Nm a plot, a home and pve him iD 
the heip I could in hia sport. No Ruiv 
Gaudhi could have done ai muen. 

Who da paa think U mastor* 
minding Ikt contpiratp to 
maiign poa, m poa put it} 

AI dnao who are handling the 
Boforacase. (AngnfyJIboiv does not 
have the guts to fight me pofiocaky. 
lia IS leaped Daifdr tom. ! have 
been PM that Sadah Sharmi wea 
pfoaning to orgamaa actMthing 
which would finah me polKktfy. 
Thm ii no other motive vart rat 
tide. 

£W it aoor atiko pan that 
MmU rniphtmm naaatpdpaar 
frUadih^ wttk AaUta, aaon if 
gam tm wm mt moUip an 
pmtt 

Never, new, Suth atUngnever 
occ a re d. Weueedfobeiogedicrefi 
the toe. We have lat wh^ nitot 
tag dh tti aeto to tm 

toyedaoge^.ltoiiWhmtotr 

toh hp K tore to ta n to 
tom katoBd to wto t toerM 




nil 









Ban^ty Ungh «ih# «vr « Ctl olllM fw MrroQMefi, • 


M# tMfvtf beaum of jmrr 
pktlM/ideriHf. Th4 CBJ claim ta 
have mUfi a iafUr written ta 
Itaa b 9 f/m$r wife In which ehe 
tMrtatene ta commit euicida m* 
Aw |WH mend §oar waif$- 

Documentary evidence. Docu* 
menti wbkh are unsigned and un* 
1 bave been married for 13 
ye««. Garira and 1 have three 
beautiful children. K our rdatioos 
were so bad, wou)dnt we have got 
divorced by now? U my wife could 
have atty^ with me for 13 yem 
«4iy riiouid she be emtempUtmg 
aoi^ BOF? 

Whai da vM haoa to ma aboat 
Me tmhman ofAkhUoth Sln^h 
Med awi mkad him to da aaa§ 
with MadlT 

11 taS yoe the real atory of 

AMeM AMeM's father 

wu MMin MhrVho ii now reier- 

10 M d iGta .te’. V. P. 


Singh resigned and formed the jn 
Morche. Akhlesh switched over CD 
the Rasa’s camp. Veer Bahadur' 
SogK then dvef mnster of UP, 
started harassing lum. Akiulesh 
Singh a (roir Rae Bareh and evesy 
man to Rae Banek toiows bow Veer 
Bahadur Sogh and Satieh SIwmi 
started harasstog AUdeM Sngb. 
When his fotber, Dhunni Snglvihed. 
they tned to implicate Akhilesh. 
Akhilesh and Ms boys had hefoed me 
dunng the ABahabM el eetkins and, 
alter that, three atwnpta were made 
to kfl ba 

CoaiMf AecA to Akkiiaoh^a 
comfe aa ioa that won mkad him to 
mardar Sffod MoM, nip AoaU 
aueh « ataUmoni kaoa hotn 
mode at aUT 

The CBI had 1$ days to extort a 
cocUesancL GcvemeRadvGandMfor 
cne day told 1 wi ^ a topied 

sutemcftt tm tm aytng Me 


peatmg.) And as for the murder rlui ge. 
that was nonsense. 

What about the contessions. thon^ 
*^ive me Kayv Gandiu for ont' d.iv And 
111 make him confess to his mother’s 
murder,” he smirked Whdt about Anu 
ta's dtoiy^ ”0h. that's a forgery, wntten 
by Gopi Arura and Suman Dubov 
DeOu Dan’}. What about the CBI rase 
agamst him^ " A conspiracy concocted 
^ BuU Soigh and P Chi^mbaram." 
How did he know this? "1 know some* 
body who overheard Satish Siiarma 
saying they would finish me off ” Added 
”^ti8h Shanna is behnd all this. ” 

To prove that he had nothing to hide, 
Sangh even visited the Cenlial Hall uf 
Pajtament and publicly dared the CHI to 
arrest him. U they had all the evidence, 


committed his mother's murder. 
Somebody was telling me that 
Akhdesh does not even know wtut 
statement he is aupposed to have 
made. These confessioRi will nui 
stand up m a court of law. 

Whf do pen think Amita hat 
hatn arrttiadf 

Inagsie. she has a im^ baby and 
they ire doing thia to her in the hope 
that she wiU uhimateiy break down 
and aay, "1 have doubts about Sat\^y 
Singh.^ That ii what they want htf 
to ity. But vdiy don't they arrest 
rae? 

Kee leere V,P. Sinah^t com* 
pMp* monager in AUahabad. Ha 
t$ otm ntotad to pw. font It 
patt aarptialnp that ha ahoald bt 
maintalninf a cenpfefe aihnca 
on the iaaat? White oMer 
Hen fofltfers oddtaaoed a pmn 
conftrtnca with pen. Me Rafa 
IMS conopicaoaoitf abaai^. tPAp? 

Thai was a mas confomce, not 
a penchayar. rhere was no need tor 
everyone to be preaenL For the 
recD^ Ram Dhan and Satpal Mahk 
were toao not there duriog the press 
con fere nce. 

5e what do pea propoae to do 
nowT 

II fight polidaly. The pubbe wiD 
decide who is gtolty. Yesttodiy(had 
gene to Che Centi^ Had to Pvlia* 
meot and everyone came up to me 
and atod. **Vle tod not loiow Rayv 
would itok so tow." The con^ 
dectfcau wfl be my reply. 

Who de 000 think mordorod 
StfodModif 

Atyone who CIO RMder the cm* 
try <ao do anythng. 
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as they daimed, be asked, with sone 
jusiificauon. then why didn (they arrest 
hun lathei than leak afle^iions to the 
preas^ 


I I wa« ,1 vabd pouit but the CBl had no 
ifltentKMi of arresting Singh They had 
something entcrdy d&rent a irund 
'nie bureau summoned Anuta to its 
Lucknow o^e on 21 August to idenitfy 
I man who had ;ust been caujdit When 
^he got there, bhe was toU that she was 
under arrest Her mother was told she 
could not meet her Keporiers received 
no answers to their questions and the 
deputy inapectix general of police (DIG) 
on duty even refu^ to divulge what the 
charges against her were 
Tlw following dav, the CHI i^oduced 
her m court before crowds of cunous 
onlooker», loumalists and Jan Motcha 
workers The bureau wanted her re* 
manded to pobce custody but offered no 
convinang reason for bebewig that she 
was involved m the murder Anuta's 
lawyer. Hani Jeihnulani (Nam's daugh* 
ter), then disclosed some aspects of (he 
def«n(.e iiraiegy Kirstly, she said, the 
fact that Sanjay Smgh was a visits to the 
Modi household did not prove that he 
having an affair with Amta.Second* 


VP Singii|W4QirtSiteil|er*nen Simngentfwtsm? 

ty. there was no proof that Smgh was 
^2 And thirdly, even if the two were 
havmg an afiair. tfas was not ^oof of 
murder 

With chareciensu aieptnude. the 
CBl's counsel argued that Anuta had to 
bt handed over to the pobce because 
"only a darogi knows how to get corifes* 
stofts" As (his mart or less confirmed 
the defence hypothesis that she had 
been arrested so that she could be 
tortured mto mpheatAg Sar^ay Singh, 
the judge had no ahismative but to 
lehise to ^ace her a pohee custody 

Nevertheless, the folkwiig day. Ar^ 
ta filed a complaAt through the jad 
supermtendent aDegmg that the CBi had 
told her (hat if she confessed to an affair 
with Smgh. she would be let ofl OUter* 
wise, the witnesses wodd be tutored to 
dam that ^le was pr e sent when San^ 
ordered Mod's murder A few 
days later, she was released on bail 


Solv,V.P.Sh|lilMMlMM 

aipiabnibMiliiiMiitr 

DinmisSaalltoiliMM 

ipi*.*Mhihni«l*a|U 

vhMiesaMlliarvIha. 

OMitnriiMlMhiHliew 


T he CBI have no problem, or so they 
feel—A estrtthshpig Singh’s involve* 
men( a the murder Thoud^ the ctmes* 
sions they have extracted from Akhilesh 
and his cohorts are Biadrasable A court 
they say i IS ceriam that their witnesses 
wifi repeat thev stones at the tnal 
Thev c oncem is daefly with showng 
motive Sandy’s reputaoon of bex^ a 
womaiaser IS an asset to (her case but IS 
clearly oot enough Therefore, they sre 






TheAmHa | 
Modidiary ! 

Soov txtrtett from Amts Modi's 
diuywiitdi the CBieey proves thet 
she vu heying en itfeh wH/i Seniey 
Sm0teodthi( rekth/ts between her 
and Sped were at breeJang point: \ 

December 19tf: "It wii i torture 
becMie Modi was msistent or me 
■oing. Eventual/. 1 ftew back to j 
Boni^ on 26 Dumber, ii wu a | 
^aat mifluke on nty put. S*2 waa in 
Bombay already and Modi miisted 
cbai I flew back to Bombay just for 
him. S*2 waa aware of the tension. '’ 
(This refers to a coaching trip nt 
Hyderabad which Modi ine^ed she ' 
attend.) ' 

Jnnoery 1966 ; "On the whole, the 
last year (1966) saw Ms of momenta ' 
of strain. $-2...reason ak>»e. I waa 
trying to make Modi accept S‘2 and i 
the men In my Itfa." | j 

(The enCry goes on to recad a alow | [ 
dance wkh S>2 at a New Yeu’s eve | f 


’'Modi saw It and hit me. He did I 
iw let me sleep. For the lirsL time, I i I 
saw a very btcak future before me. ~ I ' 
January 1666: "5*2 came to me at 9 ! 
am and then again. 1 failed to live up I ; 
to my pledges...Hie 0 f 6 y difference ; j 
was dttt I waa doing things unwd* j { 
kngly." 

Mnreh 1966: "S-2 came. Ex- 
hausted He looked Cir^ He just 
wasted to hold me." 

DnUted. 1666: Time and again. 1 ; 
Ihkdt of how iifo would be without \ 
S-2. Socnetimes, I third; Itfe would be 
ricoe." 

I 

There ve alio references to her : { 
BMCarriage b March 1986, and 
muty o( the entnei are cntkal of 9*2 
whom she cab, at one point, "self- 
iib". Anita now says tbu the diary 
afanuid not be taken aenoualy be- 
cauee it contami ‘‘fontaaies". 




iKighbour, Mrs Arviod Verma. disins* 
sea the possii^y. “Yes." she says. 
“Sanlsy Singh did ceme here but often 
he came with Ns wde and chBdrea And 
usuaBy when he came, Modi was iko at 
home. Even when Modi was out of 
town, Arnitj was rarely alone because 
her mother would come and stay Mth 
her." 

Ute CBI dun that the Mods' maid, 
IJsha. has testified to the tensions 
between her en^loyert and said that 
Syed often beat up Amiti. But according 
to what i'sha told repeaters, she had 
only been with the bnily for 20 days 
before the murder and had not seen any 
assaults. Further, she said, she had 
worked for the couple six months ago 
when their daughter was bom but then, 
she had been employed on a part-time 
bass and had hudty ^ent any time in 
the house. TNs was sB very Cerent 
from the version trotted out by the CBt. 

T hat left the diary. It now seems dear 
that both sides have told bes about 
the tkary entries. Much of what the CBI 
told 7^ Hinduttan Times was either 
exaggerated or distorted. And Amita's 
original claim (hat she was *YM in the | 
haNtofkeepoig a diary" (suggesting that I 
it had been fo rged) has now be«i 
withdrawn. 

The CBI tdd the press that Modi 
found Sin^ and Amiu in either "an 
intimate position" (The Hindastan 
Tknes) or a '’cempremsing position" 
(The Times o( Mia} at a New Year's 
eve party. The obvious implication is 
that he caught them in bed. 

In fact, the entry actually says is 
quite different. According to the dbry. 
Anvta and Sariay Singh danced close 
together on the dance floor at a party: ' 
Modi saw them, got upset and hk her. I 
The dose dance is what the CBI cab 1 
"an inlknaie poskfon". 

It could wel be that Ice a modem girl r 
like Amita. dancing with another man I 
n not ii isnof i j. But to somebody from ' 
Modi s background, k may have seemed I 
shocking. Either way. it's hardbr the 
sewai cinch the CBI have made h out to 
be. 

Further, the bureau has also pkked 
on references to abortfons in the d^ 
and used them to suggest Uiat Amita 
was gening rid of flegkiiiiate (Sanfay 
Singh's?) ddtken. In bl.the CBI have 
delibefatdy seised on the Net that 
docton refer to mtscarnages as abor¬ 
tions M tried to make out that these 
were medkal temvotioei of ^egnanev. 
That Anuta had two n bcifna ges was 
well known to her friends and tbre waa 
never viy question of ieglEBnacy. 
Equily* Arnla'soriiintf dam that the 


and her chfidreri unless kc give^ up Ns 
phdandering. '['be letter does not men* 
tinn Amita, all it doev>if it is geruone— 

IS conftnn Saigh's reputation as a woma¬ 
niser, So esxenttally, (he love triangle 
hypothesis rests on (wo ihuigs: Luck¬ 
now gosiiip and Amita’s diary. 

Amita’s siq^xjrters believe that (he 
gossip was inevitable. A smaTv Bombay 
girl in a small town is bound to attract 
that sort of attention, Subroto Roy. a 
local industnabst who Is the managuig I 
director of Sahun India—and whose ! 
name was also linked with Anuta's by | 
gae^ps->-5ayt; that much of (he feeling | 
.igainst her stems from (he fact that she 
is not the north Indian male's idea of the 
archetypal Bharatiya nari. He recab 
how, he was interviewed by a local 
reporter, he told him that the CSi had 
given him Amita’s jewrfery for safe¬ 
keeping vdien they took her away for 
interrogation. "But," asked the repor¬ 
ter, "she t$ a widow, so why was she 
wearing jewellery?” 

Ihere is something to be said for 
Roy’s view. When Amita arrived in court 
to oppose her police remand, the Ludt- 
now crowd got needlessly self- 
righteous. began calling her an "adul- 
teress" and rnndemned her for wearing 
a 6M' even though she was a widow. 

Certainly, those who Mew the Mods ; 
wefl deny any knowledge of an afNir 
Hoy says it is "nonsme" ml their 









diary is forged is pbrniy false. No CBI 
offKTr could, in two days, concoct an 
enure diary of a year, in whkh afl the 
details (inps to Bombay, etc.) seem to 
fit. Kunher. the CBJ claim that when 
they seiaed the diary*, they made her 
siim <m every page. 

The diary entries show that she i$ not 
the c^^ius. loose woman the bureau 
make her out to be (having sex with 
Sania Singh at parties, aborting illegiti* 
male 'Shies with impunity, etc.): but 
they ( make ii clear that she had a dose 
rclatH iship with the man iht refers to 
as ^ And though Rani Jethmalani 
argue' hilt S*2 need not be Singh, from 
the 0 rr details {“1 am glad he is a 
iiiimsi etc.), this seems beyond 
dispui ii IS also clear that Modi 
disjpi ovt»d uf ilwir rdatiunship. 


B in Dus does not mean that Singh 
hi inJ^ ritd Modi. He has claim^ 


[( Singli WHS tcihng the truth, then aU 
ilu i [\\ did wassubmt him to a cursory 
I’xanutiaiKKi. CHiviousI)'. the bureau is 
iM in«x.ecdin>t turlher till it gels more 
: cvidciwe or till Amha Modi makes a 
siaUrnent unpheating Sar^y Sin^. 

1 11.< Ciisy to sec what the government 
would g;iin hy framing Singh. He is the 
Jail M'irchas single most important 
Ml. A i*i V\‘ and his undoubted skd at 
nisnnng suspinmisly high elecioralmaT' 
giris lias olways been an asset As V.P, 
Siutfh’s i;iinpaign manager, he worked 
hill! iiTid well m AUaJtabad and helped 
eiigiiieei that viclory. 

'Hieic’s also the Amethi factor. For 
some munths now. Singh has been 
c lMlIdkging Kajiv Gandhi to contest from 
Aiix ihi. As the local pnncebng and 
Ml.A. ho has undeniable clout there and 
this could well bt’ used against the Prime 
Munster ill the next elecbon. In fact, 
theft* liave bt^en stories to the effect that 
Rauv ii« kioking for another constituent 
hlciucd bv Satish Sharma after Modi's 


influence is certain to be curtaded 
It was this kind nf hypothesis that the 
government had in mind wbm it issued a 
sutemeni siron^y denying Siiw^’s 
charges that he was a victim of a political 
conspiracy. Said one high official: 'The 
fdlow’s debauchery has got Im into 
trouble and now he has the nerve to 
blarrK us*'' 


\ reel—a smart. Bombay giri, trapped in a 
marriage to a bonng. small-town boy. 


I f Sink's allegations about a frame-up 
are difficult to sustain, then the CBL 


, lare difficult to sustain, then the CBI. 
I too. have their hands fufi tryuig to 
' estabbsh motive. Assuming for i mo* 
i ment that their view of Arruta is cor* 


who was attracted to Singh's glamour— 
it still does not provide grounds for 
; murder. If he was already having an 
ahair with Amita. then why on earth 
would Singh have Modi kilM^ 

The CBI ofier various explanationa. 
Firstly, that he was angry that Modi had 
beaten up Amita and wanted to take 
revenge. Seccndly. that Modi wanted to 
shift to Bombay and that this would have 
taken Amita away from Singh. And 
thirdly, that Modi had been su upset 
about the affair that he had threatened to 


injchtd Modi. He has claimed 
from he si.^rt Lhai the entire case 
«ijjjuii><i him i. a political conspiracy and 
ihai hr Ivis i,oil^ig to hide. The CBI. 
Utt). hi vo hi'haved strangely by refusing 
to anest him. tin 2fi August after his 
press conference. Singh turned up 
' :ii I he burviiUH LiK*kni»w office to be 
mtvi riipated. 

AKerwards. he \vas uncharacteristi* 
' CHlIy reticent about what had transpired. 

He i laimed that he had not been asked 
I to identify any documents and that the 
interrogation had rewilved around "shut* 
tlecucks and badminton". The CBI. he 
added, had wanted to know why he 
xUyed in New Delhj's Karnataka Bhavan 
(with his friend, the former Janata minis* 
. lev Rnghupathylandnot m UP Bhavan. 


“No shred of evidence” 


Amita Modi's counsel, Rani Jeth/nalani, on (he strength of 

the CBI's case 





murder): but with Singh in disgrace, his 








hold a pres^ taifercrxe 4 nd deimmce 
Sin^ 

None thebe is terribly konvmnns 
(he diary entries th 4 t refer to Modi s 
slapping Anuta date to 1986 Why vrodd 
Sin^ wail uO July 1988 to kJ him^ If 
Mod) was leaving town and Anuta had tu 
fbOdw, then surely there were easm 
ways of preventing thib divorce, for 
instance And as foi the prebs confer 
ence aOegaUon, there a no evidence that 
Modi ever threatened to do this 

Confronted with these objections 
CBl officerb resort to such cxptanatiofia 
as Xove knows no logic *He is a 


Svnmy: What mode ^ taka 
up Amita jVodf't eaatT 
Ran Jethmalan You muK be 
aware 1 had taken up Raj R^'s caaa 
recently fthe mamaie between a 
Hindu 0 rl and a boy m the 
town of Palwil m Haryane wducb 
triggered communel tension) So 
many people in the Supreme Coun 
were telling me that 1 ihould defend 
Amita I was initiaDy rehicUnt be* 
cauae I wti busy and, after iL there 
are ao manv women lawyers Then, 
some women's organiaatiooa 
approached me 

I vzi the legal secretary of the 
Asia*Paa 6 c Forvn for Women. Law 
and Oevelopmefit and the Mahda 
Dakahagi Sanutj. of which Pmula 
Daodavste » the charperacn But 2 
wanted to be perionafly convinced 
that the waigenusiely innocent, aol 
aent word throuA tome reporte^ 
fnendb of mme n Ludoww tint I 
voukl tia to me^ her. Pdteenth of 
August waa a bobdu aod I vent 
down to Lucknow. I met Ansta'a 
mother, Mn Pusfn Kvikana. nd 

t we got uUong. 1 Aacovered the! 

Kuflanu itayed m tt area 
UM pert of my ktbar'a eocatmocy, 
2 also heemne coMiced thm Ante 
vda teeoent 

WkUtAapauthikkafthaCBPi 
itefe iPfweetiMffM mitk rw 


It la nrteoatemua The oorniel 
pnctke ji to eoSect evidence and 
Gten deduce the mom. The CBt 
tevcitKtedvtth a roothm aid ve 
iteBintey looioM cgBd fir 




cutefafl 


i nteb tvBJtyou aewne 
ikapamhm flite pektionihf 
wi the two, how« e«tb dost 
that AteU WM pirt of a 
? tterek Bti 



erti«idace0ifQr1AmlwMMl|e«rHr%jenhwwerWBwtwwrW vla>ewwWf 
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ScaWMlUfMlSiMSm 


Sva^UllW 
UdMiAat 
femISIt 


Thikur—they think nothing of murder' 
or ‘'Till* IS a crime of passion—where is 
the question of motive’" Needless to 
say, these are even less convincing 
There are other problems with the 
CBl csae. too If Akhlesh Singh did 
commit the murder, then would he not , 
! have had the brains to use false numbei | 
plates’ Anybody who organised a gang¬ 
land style hit would, surely, take that 
' elementaiy precaution The whole busi* 

; ness of the car is also suspicious 
: Ongmsfiy, the pobcc dauncd s red 
Mmti had been used, this later became 
a wfute van And doubts are being cast 
on the veraaty of the nckshaw-puUer 
who so convemendy happened to be on 
I the spot 

Finally, there's the problem of Satijay 
Singh himaelf He is now at the most 
critical juncture of his career The last 
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Stnjiy S<r>9h (cvntrtf with tuppofttrs; tpirlM i 

Ihing he needs is to be accused of 
muriler. >le imist have Itnown that aU of 
' ivUcknow was gossqnng about Amita and 
i him. Would he nsk murdenng Modi at 
such d time? Besides, the CBl portrait of 
' him as a debauch and philanderer 
I (Ihuujd^ possibly quite accurate) tug- 
Kcsts a man who goes from woman to 
: woman and not a passionate lover who 
; riskb (;vt:rything for his girl-friend. 

I 

* t 

A s things stand, the CBl appear to ^ 
have upper hand. While the only ' 
evideiKe linking Singh to the murder 
consists of the confessions, the bureau 
has succesafuUy awakened pubtk in* 
teresc in the case by leaking <ind 
distorting) entnes from Amiu'i diary. U 
knows Out for many Indiana, Che fact 
that a woman uisa having an afiktf ii 


t 


ewiitMi u ptatBaeu 
wUi, Mwft Uw cat, too, hM 

MlmtoiUlBMMUkva 

htotof M eUr «Wi Aalto, M 
itoif M Hrth tooNIto hm Mil 


erx>ugh to strip her of all dignity and 
moral character. Once Arruta is smeared 
ip this manner, then the CBl's case 
seems stronger. 

Saryay Singh has tried to pdhidse the 
issue but has met with bttle success. His 
portrait of Suman Dubey as an intrepid 
diary forger has been greeted «rieh 
general hilarity and the suggestion that 
Satish Sharnia did it all has met with 
mcreduiity. Now. some of hia supper* 
ten are claiming that the Congreisfl) 
heard that he was having an aftsir with 
Ajnta and then had Modi Killed to finish 
Sinidi’s political career. Ihis theory, 
too. has yet to find wide acceptance. 

Worse still, from Sink’s point of 
view, ia that the Opposition has not 
rtiahcd to his aid. No important member 
of either the Janau or the UA Dal has 
weighed in on his side and the BJP's 
Jaswant Sngh has only made procedural 
critKiams of the CBl. S;injay Singh's 
principal supporters are stiD hia three 
Jan Morcha cohons-^Arif, Arun Nehni 
and V.C. Shukla; but questions are being 
asked about V.P. Singh's silence. The 
Raja, is related to Sanjay and owes him a 
great deal. So far, V.P. Singh has 
deflected all questions about the murder 
with: 'This is not the right time to 
speak." But he has nof divulged what 
'right time' will be. One view is 
that—aware of Singh's complicated 
romantic arrangements—he is sitting on 
the fertce tiD he can ascertain how strong 
the case against him is. 

I n aD of (hia. unfbflunately, Syed Modi 
is being forgotten. From all accounts, 
he was a gen&. decent man who would 
have done as wdl as say. Prakash 
Padukone. had he not lacked a IdDer 
inatmet Amita. say friends, was good 
for him because she gave him that 
much-needed push and helped him over¬ 
come his natural diffidence. And he, in 
turn, seems to have been a LUle in awe 
of her. 

So what happened to badminton's 
golden couple? Did their relationsh^ 
really go so wrong that she got involved 
with another man? The CBl would have 
us believe that love and badmintw 
weren't enough: that infidelity entered 
the picture and led eventually to murder. 
If they are right, then it is a tragedy that 
it all went so awry. 

But if they are wrong; if die entire 
case is no more chon a means of 'getting' 
Saryay Singh: or o( ensuring the succes* 
aion once Mohan Katre. the current CBl 
direetor. retirei; then hsitory will oot 
fwget whit they havedooetoAtititaand 
to Syed'a memory. 









INTERVIEW 




The everyday Rajiv 

The PM takes lime off from affairs of state to discuss his diet and other 

weighty matters 



Svnimy: iM€rt$Ud ore ffdu 

Cn rtoding oatf wAal do iron rtad? 

fUjiv Gandhi: Nowadays 1 read very 
MtUe. I uaed to read a lot before. These 
days the onty thmgi I read are fikei. But 
recently I read iyer'a book on Gan- 


iUpv Gandhi has come a tunfi uvhw 
the A VTO pdot who never forttof u> 
batii sainosaR h)r his dufdrtn whi lu ' vr 
he fhw to Agn. as ihvne Miiiiskt 
cawot even manage reM^rve* his 
Sundays for tus family. The nxm u/m 
aheays showed veteran Omgn'ss u .rJ 
eft to the door has bcvonie in\i>tiii>m 
riHtugh to batit his hgeign Hcretan in a 
tetensed pnss I'tmference. Hni iiiikf 
the man whose first act a.< l^titw 
Minister was signing a d/t' sarr iHmxt; 
feiaiKial hetp for the ading .sorr /*; ./ 
A'wipwr press phigographer be nil Mvir '.s/ 
^epa^ss of hi$ many puNn Uijits. 
rhere ts a human aide^-he t> hunMii 
rnr;ijje^ to get upset at being f* -ih :lkii n 
party iegisiator was hitting tin- rh>itk‘ 
ome too ofien and repnmand huh tluimg 
the morning darshart: sinifih' fi-iugh to 
subsist on idh-sambar. ea^en ivr 6.r'up^r 
leaves, during hn nurnt TaoiU \mIu 
tour: <Tnirrera(/$ enough to knih k Muv 
entering his personal assxsianr v hnun; 


trusting eaou^ to et( whatever vida- 
gets oftr hdn wfide on lour. Rgfiv 
Shakla*e interview shows US' Hapv 
Gandhi, the man. with his guard down. 


iaOM nm ow SgM 
Oumvavoor Twfipiv 








t^-^Candlu atui h'li a vrry 

good bonk. 

IJo tft>u rrad n lot of bookti on 
tnffin^trinff. potiWuhrtf/ Wfr/rv* 
nicM? 

One hs« 10 road iIhmh Iokw any work 
d<inc. If one haA to uperuU' onrV shi<ill 
machi/te oih‘ io rood 

Oo ifint rroft titenturf? 

I Used to bi'tou'. but OMW tbi* work 
kiact doo» noi afhw mi* U/ do 

Hote many hourn tto you work? 

Ait Ur work uo at 

in the nHjrnmK aiKl jiMik ilircio0i files for 
an hour and a half. *t*hrh J rp»t for a while 
and then resume work, which lasts till 
2»2.y> in the aftomoon. I then work 
from 4 in the < vumnk till iU at ni0d. 
After that I an in imeetings lilt aboui one 
or two at night. 

So you only manaye to at ftp 
oroifAcf four houra every day. 
Doenn't thia affeet your heaUh? 

Even if it does, the work still has to be 
done. All the things that crop up have to 
be dealt with, or else they pile up. 
Though I must say that my health has 
not been affected as yet 

HAflf Horf of munic do you tike? 

1 like two kinds of music: one. classic* 
al vocal and the other Western classical. 

What do you prefer in Indian 
ctojutiral? 

I like Ihe bagai brothers' musK and 
among the oldies. Onkamalh Tliakurand 
Pandit Jasno arc mv favounteM, 

/ aaw you viaiiiny aome iemplea in 
Tsmi7 Sadu rteen*ly. The way you 
atooH, with hand* Mded in front of 
the idota, fn^xcofetf that you were 
not merely mnArinp o aftou* of re- 
tigitmUy. /tiv' you really npiritually 
inclined7 

1'licre IS no uu(*s(Kin of pulling on an 
8il. hut tius much at ieasl is true that I 
atii not ii belicvrr of nn) imc religion and 
nor do I let any one religKm dffnt nw. 1 
respoci all religums. I have bith m the 
essence of rx'lignm. I imbibe its giKid 
(]u;ilicie» and try to live by them. So you 
can call me spihluai. 

OArojif. tell us. irAof pumea do you 
tike? 

I like abiujsi even* game. Hut I don’t 
gel lime to piny games. While I was in 
l.<ikshad\veep, I had gone scuba diving. 
However. 1 manage to cyck* «i bit or j^y 
bsdniinlori at mc^i. 

H'Aom do g,iu play badminton 
with? 

With my children, who ehe could 1 
play with? Around nine or ten o’clock at 
night I play with my children and exer 
ase on die exercise bike. I have on«>’ 
recently Icamt scuhH diving. Rut I don’t 
get lime to do all this. 

Do you txtreUc every thy 7 

Nn, ni)'. VVhetc is tlw Jimo. I onlv 


Rahul «id Priynka hm p«( 
praoMiRf tfnCf wy va coopM 
up tha vMi day for fMom el 
security). OHn whan tfie poke 
announce a red ilsri hay ere 
Maly birrad from leiviif homsi 
B<dh el them hava rimn 
crettceinga j 


diet? 

Yes, I eat very htUe. You have seen 
me on my lours. Thars exactly how 
much f eat everyday, if not even less. 
There we have state banquets with 
of5cia]$ making elaborate arrangements, 
so I have to eat. Otherwise I do not eat 
even that much. 

What exacUy do you eat? 

[ don’t breskiasi at all... 

$c what happena at tkeae break- 
faat meefiApa po« Aatv.* 

On those day^ I have to breakfast, but 
then I don't have hmeh after that. 
(Generally I do iwi breakfast at all. 
Sometenes. thuu^i. I eat an apple. 

H'Aof do you eat for iunch? 

I have a very hghi kmch. 

Opefsrion or non-veyetarian? 

Mostly vegetarian I am not a strict 
vegetarian, but 1 eat meat very rarely. 
Lunch gencraly consists of (Aaperi. daf 
and a sato. bnmcttfnex egg. 

To change the topic. do peo¬ 
ple atwaya $eem to betray you? 

(Laughs, then turns sersous) 1'hK is a 
difficult ((uestDA, Hut a few days ago. 
snmebudy toM me something vrldcb 
keeps cummg back iv me. lias is a 
Sanskni sbioka: Somewie was once udd 
lhai a certain person was amuyed with 
hun. 'Thai ts nut pussifah!.*' lie refried. 
”1 have never druie anyiiung fur Iwn.” 

Jn (hat keii the answer to your ques¬ 
tion. Hut 1 can tel yon one thing: 
wivK'S^r I have tried to help has let me 
down. 

fippoaition leaden kaoe never 
attacked your penonal life. They 
hone atwaya (bughi a potttteat btU* 
tie. But ihoee who have left you. 
thoee who have taken advaniaoe of 
poll, are the ones who are making 
the moat rirfeua perwonai irtfacfeii m 
poir. Why? 

These were the peopte who benedted 
the most and these are the ones who 
rxaned everything. But 1 have decided on 



INTKRVIKW 


HrAirtMliMiMhyi 

SmIvNiAUsSomomwm 

ooMtaldliilaMiWnpinM 
WM amyid «Wi Mn. IM li 
ii0(pNibli,*lNnpM,iliM 
MW dtM inyHini fof 
Uin*..WlMw I (avf trM to 
N^hnlitiMdovffl 


adopted til raltwap reeervaticne, for 
oxampU, ike peopie art happp with 
the reeuUi. Doee thie ehow that 
your vitwe art not explointd proper- 
ly to the peopie? 

Mayb« thit it true. But u far at 
computers are concerned, the cntidsni 
was poliLkally motivated. Leave alone 
T^• nt Hetent io in tpgnevtd pe w ienei 
ttwlng menUng Oenhetr Oh humem tooeO 














rvhvay reacrrationa. even n other 
area* people htve derived benefit! from 
them. Amul hae a big computer which 
helps the famen a great deal Even 
their wivea are benefit they 

are the ones who ndk the cattle. 
Cattkfeed ia dieiper and ndk from 
Anand can be marketed even in placet aa 
teant aa Delhi and Ctfeutta. How d^ 
all this happen^ Only with the he^ of 
computera. wftA are operated by (he 
brmers themaelvea. 

i>o«’f ipM «per M oorry /dr your 
ehUdrtn? They vt eeeperf up the 
ukoie day for reeaeni a/ aecuHlir. 
rhep a#«A<f their time kicytUny 
around yoarhotm, erithout meetiny 
or tpeahiny to anyone. 

The dridren certainly have great 
proMema. Next year, they wifl have to 
join colege. so 1 wifi hai^ to think of 
something. But right now (hey have 
grave difficulties. Often when the p^ice 
armounce a red alert they are totafiy 
barred from leaving home. That creates 
problems. 

Don't the eAfldrea eper e^eef to 
toe aecuH^ ornMgemenfa.* 

(Becoming serious) What can 
they do, poor thin^? But realy. both of 
them haW shown great courage. My 
famiy, of cowse, has to make sacrifices. 

How do the ekiidren ttudy? 

Tutors come to teach them at home. 

From wkick eckaoie? 

Rahfi is registered n Saim Cdwnba's 
and Priyanka in the Convent of Je^ and 
Mary. Their hrtors come (tot these 
adiools. 

Where da they take their exame? 

They cake their exams io schod 

How eome both of them art in the 
eeme daee? 

Only one year aeparates tl»m And 
with il the shifting, they came to be in 
the same dan. But thn has one advan< 
tage; they ea be taught each wbiact by 
same tutor. Now, va can't ponibly 
keep aepante tutors fior each of them, 
that wodd be too expensive. 


/a either of them intereeted In 
poimeo? 

Priyanka a sli^y interested but 
right now Td rather keep her out of ti 
(laughs). 

We'oe been told that bath chil¬ 
dren watch televitian a let and then 
paint out ffa defecia to yau. 

They don't tell me. but yes, they do 
watch telavision. 

How doet Santo apeiwf ker day? 
She works at restoration in a museum 
on Ri^th, near Indii Gale. 

Can the cook? Doet the cock 
Indian food? 

^ cooks occasiunally. Yes. even 
IndiaA food. She can even cook Kashmiri 
dishes, Sonia loves highly spiced and hot 
food 

Didn't IndtraJi like tpicy food 
toaf 

Not as much ss Soniiu 
h Sonia very fbnd of'thopplny? 
Absohiiely wrong. She hasn’t shopped 
tor the past tour years, 

From where do you buy khtdl /dr 
your kurU-py)am«i7 
1 don't know. Soiua buys it from 
somewhere, 

Dote the buy it from the Candht 
; Aehrom to CoRwughf Placed One 
variety of khjull at>oitoNe there le 
calied Plfwell Ithadl, 

I don't know from where she buys it. 
But 1 hear the k/iad) there is very thin. 
And do they really call the khtdi that? 

Km to oieit a iempfe neor 
pour tormAoiiee twr|r o/fen, 

1 had gone titere on a couple of 
occasions. There are two temples there. 
i One towards Chactarpur and the other in 
' a deferent direction. 1 go there some* 
times. 

Do you vieit your furmhouee every 
Sunday? 

Not every Sunday, but I do go there 
occaskmaBy. 

What amngementt are there to 
I enotoe you to tpend your day? 

' None. Even tiw house is not com* 
j pletdy budt. 'Hiere is no furniture, etc. 
it is not habitable as yet. 

So. how da you tpend the day 
there? 

I never go there tor (he entire day. 1 
only go tor hall an hour or so to see that 
the itonts and trees are being HOpsrIy 
kxkxd after. Having done that. 1 come 
avny. 

IKAor da you tike to eat? Do pou 
prefer twettt? 

1 try not to eat too many sweets, but 
yet, 1 do love eating chm. 

Which tweet do you prefer? 

1 Ike fimi 8)d kbeer. I alio like 
lce<ream. 

De yea yet flmi made at home? 
Yes, 1 gM tilts made tt home.B 
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A crony’s cronies 

Rajiv's buddy Satish Sharma is in trouble over his own businessmen buddies 



C ronyism has its hazards. And 
crony capiuliam can backfire 
all too suddenly. For two 
years (here has been ape- 
culaiton that by allowing 
Captain Satish Sharma. an old Indian 
Airlines crony of his, to occupy an office 
in the Prime Minister's h^ae. Rajiv 
Gandhi is leaving liimself vulnerable to 
attack. And there have been fears that 
Sharma's friendship with various 
buaineasmen, including New DeBti pofati* 
co'entrepreneur Lain ^r\. could re* 
bound on Rajiv. Last month as Sun's 
Sumitomo deal (see Suniiav 14^20 
August) rocked filament, both fears 
seemed rooted in reality. And Sharma— 
at the best of times, an aviator vnth 
severe inteUeciual limitations—found 
himself fighting to retain the l^rvne 
Minister's cunMence, if not ear. 

But. said Shamu's triends, the former 
pilot survived a similar scan^ last year 
when New Delld'a Sunday Mail revealed 
that he had imported expensive marble 
tiles. While Kajiv actively considered 
exiling the Captain to Aintahh Bach* 
chan's old office at 2A Mnulal Nehiti 
Marg. Sharma was soon able to convince 
him of his indispeiisafc^y. rail againsi 
“yellow journalism" and hang on in ^ his 
fingernails. Ihis time. toe. as such 
prime mifusterial adea as M.L. Fotedar 
urged that Sharma move out of Race 
Course Road, the aviator was expected 
to use his strong friendship with Rajiv 
and Sonia to retain Ybs position in the 
Prime Minster's residence. 

And. indeed, last week Sharma was 
much in evidence at Rajiv GandM's 
mommg darshana. recehnng caDers and 
instructing Rgjiv's spedal assistant. V. 
George, about who should be allowed to 
meet the Prime Minister, But to show 
the allegations against the C^itain 
wrere not being taken lightly. Sharma 


went on the offensive. He filed suit 
against The Swewttn. which had first 
broken the Suri*$umitomo scandal, took 
the trouble to deny, in writing, any 
allegations made against him (last 
week's Sumimy carried a letter fnm the 
Captain denying a Ihtlh; Diary item 
which said he had gone to Jordan), and 
made it clear that he would fight to clear 
his name. 


I n a sense what Sharma is going 
through is no different from what 
anybody else in a similar position would 
ten. It is now accept^ that when 
members of the Gandhi family run India, 
they preserve the institutional power 
■tructure but subvert it from vnthin by 
handing effective authority to a motley 
coBeetJon of factotums, sidekicks and 
fixers. During Mrs Gandhi's second 
reigj). Ami) Nehru and R.K. Dhawan 
fiM this role. And Rajiv Gandhi seems 
to have picked Satish Sharma for the 
same position. 

By now. the story of Sharma's 
friendship with Kajiv Gandhi is well* 
lotown. Shanna himaelf has often told 
the tale of how Rajiv ottce gave a 
ride when they were gliding together 
and how that nde eventually led to a 
dose friendship. Less well-known is 
why Sharma left Indian Airbnes in 1982 
to join pofitka. The version he offers is: 
“My friend needed me." but why Rajiv 
Gandhi, then being groomed for the 
prime ministership of India, should re¬ 
gard a man with no political background 
as Bxiispensable to tNs endeavour has 
never b«n satistectonly explained. One 
theory is that the young K^v, diffident 
about pcAlks, propped up his confidence 
by brmging along lots 6( friends: Vijay 
I)har. Arun Sin^. Satish Sharma. etc. 

Certainly, in the early days Sluuma 
was very much a low-level teetotum. 
While V^y I^r was soon sidelined by 
Arun Nehru, U was Arun Sinj^ who 
emerged as Rajiv's principal adviser and 
kx)ked after Ms Amethi constituency. 
Sharma had virtually no executive role 
but because bis wife. Stera, was a friend 
of Sonia's, kept up a social rebtionshte 
vnth the Gandhis. Those who knew him 
in 1982*86. remember a low-key. aemi- 
aftkulate. Jrurta-clid presence, eager to 
do Rajtv'i bidding but short on Original 
ideas. 
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^ I ’ Growing 
Ji—I ■ - I children 
need extra Calcium.” 

Horlicks i$ now enriched with extra 
Calcium—vital tor strong teeth ano healthy 
bones in growing children and lor the good 
health of the entire family. 

Horlicks i$ full Of natural nutrients— 
protein, vitamins, minerals and 
carbohydrates—that provide energy and 
vitality And now. extra Calcium means 
extra health 
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His fortunes sky-rocketed after Aruo 
Singh moved to the defence ministry. 
This meant that Sharma was entirely in 
charge of Amethi and. with Singh out of 
the way, became the only *old friend' 
with unbrnited access to the Prime 
Minister. After the Singhs and the 
Gandhis fell out socialy, the SharnB6> 
further rose in influence. And when 
Singh resigned, Satish Sharma became 
the only one of the friends that K 4 iiv had 
brought into politics to have survived. 
As a prune ministerial aide puts it: "The 
prime irunistersliip is a lonely job. Ksjiv 
feels that all the t»ight frwnds he helped, 
ended up letting him down. Satish is not 
the world's brightest man but, at least, 
he is entirely loyal.*' 

T hose who know Sharma say that he 
changed as his power grew. The 
early diffidence gave w;iy to a swagger¬ 
ing confidence. Once restevted to 
Ameilu, he began interfering in the 
aviation ministry. Then, as demands on 
Kajiv’s time grew, he took to meeting 
inftuential callers on behalf the Prime 


Minister and promising to net upon their 
recommendations. 

At this stage, his fnendslap with Lakt 
Sun flowered. The Suns ephomisc the 
new bourgeotsie that the Gandhis have 
created througli adroit manipulation of 
the licence-quota-permit raj. LaN(‘s 
brother. Sagar, was Sanjay Gandhi's 
crony and L^l Ikmsetf served as bag¬ 
man for the Congress! t) dun^ Mm 
Gandhi's second reign, hobnobbing first 
with R.K. Dhawan and then with Anm 
Nehru (at whose behest he bought 
Bombay's 7'he D^ulyl But when Nehru 
fell, and Arun Singh froze him out. Sun 
foujxl a new entrde into the Prime 
Minister's inner circle Ihrou^ Sharma. 

Now. after the Sumitomo scandal has 
broken, Satish Sharma's friends ^ and 
play down hie friendship with Sun. “Labt 
Sun," they aay, "is a name-dropper. He 
may have dropped Satish's name but 
how can Salish help that?" But there is a 
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Suri'Shanna nexus, however mnocuoue. 
The agent who cleared Sharma's marble 
tiles at customs was Suri's man (accord* 
ing to Sharma. they both use him but be 
is not Sun’s man), and Sun was often to 
be found hanging around Shannaa 
office. Sharma has also not denied that 
the house he lives in is rented from 
Sun’s Jyotana Holdings and it is said 
(though not documented) that Sharma 
uses a Beachcraft aircraft belonging to 
Jyotsna Holdings but leased to the DeH 
Kl^g Club. 

Wlwther any of this is sufficient to 
prove Sharma’s involvement in the 
Sumitomo deal, however, is a difterent 
matter. Sharma’s supporters take the 
line that even if It can be established that 


Suri and Sharma are ftiends. it does not 
follow that Sharma is connected witii the 
I deal. As Sharma himaelf says. "At no 
' stage was I invotved in the or in the 
. income'tax proceedngs against Jyotsna 
Holdings or Lalti Sun.*' 

N evertheless, the scandal has fb* 
ctised attention on Sharma s role. 
Why. a^ Congressd) MPs. is he b* 
volved in Hindi'beft pobdcs? In what 
capacny does he meet chief minisiers? 



/ 





! And. as the ccntroveny has grown, 
i Congressmen have been remarkably 
I reticent to defend him. All AlCC general 
^ secretary K.N. Singh would say about 
the case was: "Satish Sharma has 
already given his statement in ParlU* 
ment and said that he ia contemplatmg 
suing the paper whkh made the aOega* 
tions. Ihere is nothing more \ have to 
add.” 

Questions are also being asked about 
the manner in which Sharma’s aviation 
interests have flourished. The Aero 
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Ckib. which the Captain is president, 
has cornered a generous goven^nt 
grant of Rs 4 crores and a new building 
was comf^ed in record time. The DeUu 
Flying CKxb. too, has benefited 
Sharma’s benevolence. 

And then, there are allegations that all 
his ok) flying buddies have suddenly 
acquired enormous wealth and bve in 
great style in New York and London and 
pass Ibemsehres off as friends of Rajiv’s. 
Such aOegations are yet to be substanti¬ 
ated and as Kajpal Singh Chowdhaiy. 
edited oi the successful London-based 
glossy magaaine. Kohinoor. says: *The 
press is actuatty playing the rc4e of the 
Opposition. The attack, as in the case of 
Aniitabh. is on the Prime Minister and 
not on Satish." 

Despite the controversy. Rajiv 
a ppe a rs to have decided to stick by 
Satish. It helps, apparently, that Sonia 
depends on the Captain to keep the 
household running ai^ that Sharma has 
made it clear that he has functioned only 
hr the benefit of the Prime Minister. 

As an asaodaie of Raji/s says: “Ev¬ 
er)' PM needs an odd*jf^ man and you 
cant run a political paky without bag¬ 
men. But what we have to decide ts 
whether Satish is an effective odd-j^ 
man and whether we need to depend on 
bag-men Bke the Suris when the Birlas. 
Gok)kas. etc. would happily play the 
role.” 
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Colour so naturalf it's almost like being there 
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Sow,thebestvi«wofthe01yinprs g f 

uuuide Seoul IS going to b« ID yuur wry . m^ra 

home On the 5le«k, new veraceJ M w^M 

PHX Trendeet Tske a closer look g g< 

C^oor* aa MCue made thcB 
Inside the new PHX Trendaev we vw pul m the Ma 

clever lAtie chroma circuit to give you colours W m 

that Slav pemunentlv natural So If you re 
tempted to reach oul and touch thoM faces on screen 
don^ be auipnsed' 

W««l Uatan to that aound 
AU 12 witta of it'And because the audio technology IS also 

8Cate‘Of*the'Brt» you get pure sound, even at peak output 

Why, you may even find yourself cheenng with the crowds * 
T^afe*s mow t» cheer ab—t 
An automatic sound muting system that cuts off 
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the wliime when there s rvo TV sunal 

W An automatic de aaushme c irc ml 
aulumatic freo uencv (onirol 
beam curr^ni iiBiiLer line and frame 
^ b vnrhronisatiop. rurrern overiuad 

A protection And one more reason lo take 

I h<HneilM» new PHXTrendsU 
Coa^ete efteraeJee service 
You gel the bai long ol one of the largest 


service netwoikt in the 
country With an army 
of f^ubpa mined 
technioans. vntusDy a 
[dione call away, should 
you ever need them 
The new PKX Trendset 
Takeadoaer look. 
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RELIGION 


Krishna and the reds 

ISKCON becomes the first religious sect to gain official recognition in 

the Soviet Union 


S has’cn hi^ads, SAlfron nibvs. iMn- 
tn*s. eilded iind sabred 

< itu*x thi' mifmh«*nU « Spiel- 
hrrg lantayy? *ll>« irMhlHiruil trappings 
of Hinduism lumed inlii prnpsi* Not 

realiv U ISKCON, the ImematHmal 
Si K iel y Uit Kr»hJta CiHiM HuinneK^ one 
o( ihr (fiAicst vrowutK r«hiCK>u» serts in 
riK’ worU And lhl^ »Kxiv <4 nvidi^m 
dny Kri^tikH evangelists fWimivii to 
grow, even further. 

IIs Jidesi Mi'ceaa is the breakthrough 
behiiKi ilie Iriin Curiinn. After IS yuam 
Ilf grim bMlIle, ISKCON has rmaHy jpX 
IIh' Soviet Oiwin 1i> ulTKiallv recoovse 
ilH right In prost'lyiiM*. 11is nuikea 
ISKCi the Srsi ri'hgkws aei I in ria'vnt 
hislory to be ofTiruilly estiriilKlted in an 
atheist state. The 
Soviet Union, in July 
this year, became the 
first sndalitt country 
to grant ISKCON per- 
nussion to propagate 
its Caith; and Poland 
foikwed shortly after. 

1'his ends years of 
repression of ISKCON 
behmd the Ing) Cur* 
tain‘and opens the 
door to the gangs of 
shaven-headed chan* 
lers a seen haunting 
streets in cities as di¬ 
verse as Calcutta. 

Cape Town. London 
and New Yorlt The 
:u»und nf “Hare Kama Hare Khshna” will 
Mxm be heard echcxng down the streets 
c>{ Moscow. Leningrad, Kiga. Warsaw 
and Crai'ow. 

lubilant ISKCON folkiwer> iMcated 
this year's rMhyMnt Ichar^ frslivall 
to their Soviet fiillovrers. More surpn- 
singlv, the Soviet consul-general in Cal¬ 
cutta. Alexander Vauhn, turned up to 
inaugurate the festival (held on 15 July. 
19SS). Ihe consul'geneml kept photu> 
graphers buav by partiopating in the 
ritual sweeping (if (lie itround over wliM) 
tile mth would pass. Later, he and his 
wife. Irina Passenlchouk. rude on the 
rafh and waved In the crowds hned up to 
see the nth. 

The consul •generars actnici was so 
unusual thal even Soviet gUanost re* 
coiled in ainazemeni. Soviel 1'V ran a 
pn>Mi amme attacking ISKC< )N. pi rv 


Jecting n IS a '’wmally destnMiive*’ 
group whii h ‘‘mdulgvd in menuly dcs- 
trxklivr prayers. c<jn8uinrd meagre sup¬ 
plies nf unwhulesonw destroyed 
family Kle and did nrrt pcr^cinn socially 
useful work." The W progranme fiirth* 
er ifuunuated that iht* sei t was ossori* 
ated with drugs, amv and the under* 
worH 

TV retngntion of ISKCON was in 


lerpreled as another sign of deviationisl 
policy'making under (he ginsmisl reg* 
m«e. Hack in Jneba. the Conununisi Han> 
of India (Marxist), condemned the con* 
aul-general episode and the changed 
Soviet atiitudc towards ISKCON, 
TV CPKMh whidi has been openly 
criiHil <4 Mikhail Gurbsebev's reforms 
and his anli'Stahnism. suggested thai 
the ISKCON issue showed how the 


T>ie idKCOSr rnsn M CMcwM' uMMy prsMAce »i Aimfidsr VMHn 1 fUiMt) HnapM of dlvlntly 
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Soviet leadership wu gettinjt htjokedon 
false ideas. 

Par Ircni bowing to hs opponents, the 
Soviet Ruvernment further clarified its 
posiikm by asking Yevgeny Cherentsov. 
deputy depextmenul head of the Councd 
for Kebfpous AKam. to defend its 
ISKCON poficy. Two days after the nth 
yam. Cherentsov cafcd a special news 
confererKe in Moscow and disciosed 
that the Hare Krishna society had been 
iboroughly mvestipted after their ap¬ 
plication was recei^ last year, lli^ 
representatives were interviewed and 
ecclesiastical bterature stutbed. Hw in* 
vestiptiocia found: 

• It is not true that ISKCON members 
destroy family life since (heir dogma 
forbids ifikit sex and abortion. 

• Council inspectors who tasted fuod 
prepared by the society concluded that 
their food was neither unwholesome or 
monotonous. 

• Members did not drink tea. coffM or 
any such stanulating beverages, let 
alone alcohol and other types 4if intox* 
icanta. 

• It is not true that they indulfied in 
eaaiem martial arts or that they sup* 
ported t cuh of violence. 

• The Society’s members prayed for W 
minuies to 2 houn everyday and hence 
the "‘talk ot exhausting a^ mentally 
destructive prayers ’ was not true. 

e Many ISKCON' members in fact 
worked in factories and were socaly 
productive. 

In other words, Cherentsov nude it 
clear that ISKCON was in the Soviet 
Union to stay. 

T he mood in Moscow marks the 
begUtfUJig of a new era for (he 
ISKCON. New times and perh^is a 
newly ac<piired legitinacy. And legitima* 
cy Is something ISKCON desperate* 
ly needs. Ahhough the socieiy has 
Ranches in dosens of countries, in most 
places It is treated with distrust if nut 
outright loathing. 

ISKCON typically and periodical* 
ly has dust'Ups with governments of 
host countries. The current controversy 
over an Iskcon manor ki England Bus* 
tiates the perennial ISKCON ddemma. 
George Harrison in 1973 had donated a 
17*acre manor in the Greater London 
area to ISKCON. Tbe manor was 
subsequently converted into a 
flourishing tem^. Recently, however, 
the British government ordered 
ISKCON to surrender the manor on the 
ground that it wanted to stop a oiasmce. 

Likewise, ei liberal Ame^ too. the 
ISKCON has routinely had to combat 
pobce mvestigabom and ban orders. 
Recently, h was dMdoied that the <RB1) 
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Th« ISACOM ^ b«Qin« K*journ*t lorelonpfei 

Rut the Soviet Umon beat aH uther 
countries m the matter of refvcssein. 
For 15 long ycers. Soviet ISKCON 
members been playing a cat and 
mouse game with thdr government. Hut 
the cat has been clobbe^ the mice on 
must occasions. There are an estenated 
^.UUU ISKCON members in tbe Soviet 
Union and many of them have been 
harassed, inched up by the pubce and 
some jailed. Oo 30 August last year, for 
eun^. poke foroWy bmke up an 
ISKCON demonstration ii Mosoiw’s 
(Feder^ Bureau of Investigatioa) is 
investipting ISKCON to check out 
charges of hindering of drug rntney. 
sexual abuse of dildrm and the kfling of 
dUgnmlled sect member. ISKCON’s US 


In July Uvs year, the Soviflt Unkm 
became Hie first socialist country 
to grant ISKCON permission to 
propagate its laith and Poland 
followed its lead shortly 
afterwards. The sound of "Hire 
Rama Hare Hrishru* will soon be 
heard Khoing down the streets 
ot Moscow and Leningrad 


chief. Swann Kirtanaiundn BhaktrpHda 
clainwd that these were atlc^niptA 
discredit thyir sect. 

Gurky Street and dragged 2tl devMievs 
into waiting poke vans. The demoiislra* 
tors were decoding offitial recognition. 

As the instances of repression 
mounted, a Committee to 1*ree Soviet 
Hare Knshnas was established at Stock¬ 
holm by D.V. Jakupko tu 
momtur the represswn. The Currexuttee 
got wide publicity m IVKf when it 
reported that two ISKCON members 
had been tried on charges of recruiting 
new members for the group and djs* 
seminatdig Krishna jeachmgs. One of 
the accused, Vladimir Kritski, was sent* 
enced four and a half years in a labour 
camp and an addiliona) four and a half 
years when he continued' In preach 
Krishna consciousness in jail. 

With the Soviets now showing the 
way. the West will find it more difficult 
to crack down on ISKCON. The 
awaxnis are optimisik about spreading 
the word. Hieir next Urge! is Chins. 
The saffron hordes are ready to take an 
ancient messaae to new lands. 





















J ennifer Kapoor vms a regular vis* 
tor. Govind Nihnbru often turns up 
to look for odd pieces that can be 
converted into "interesting thbip*'. 
Ttiere are plenty of others-^elebrities, 
finistva, housewives in seardi of bar- 
pMie froQuent the serpentine lanes. 
This ii Cbor Banar nee Mutton Street, 
an offshoot of the bustbng Valabh Bhai 
Patel Koad (one of the dirtiest, nar* 
ruvesi and moat overcrowded roads of 
Bombay). TUs ia a street ful of prom* 
ise. seBing brass and ^ss and thinga of 
dasa, that (he discerning come in snrch 
of. The range is mind*boggling—chande* 
bcrs. Victorian oil lamps, Gtdarat apace 
boxes, carved chests from Rajasthan, 
t^nugrams. scent. boiUes, brass ml 
Chiiu spread over 4(1 shops that sell 
special)^ wares. 

$2 


There are a number of stories about 
how the name of this street ni^nated. 
Some say k dates back several 100 
years to the tine when Queen Victoria 
arrived at the Gateway of IndiL The 
Queen, it seems, had a violin among her 
taggage which got lost it the gsieral 
confuswn and eadtement of disendiark' 
in^ When Her Impenal Majesty found it 
oissing a big hue and cry was rased and 
a sevdi wvranted. U was finaly traced 
to the Valabh Bhai Road iabadi baaaar 
The ^aecn beheved that it lad been 
stolen and hence con ferr e d the nane 
Chor Baxaar ai the market. Ha shop¬ 
keepers petitioned ihM k be ref ai ned 
and thee wish was patted. But lading 
orijpttlity perhaps, she caled it Mutton 
Street ate the mutton ahcps situated 
opposite the market. There a, of 


course, another story revolving around 
the queen and the baraar Her diamond 
ring, it seems, was stolen and sold for a 
song in the market, hence the name. 
Oth^ talk of a lake that was situated m 
the area, Chor Bazaar being the name of 
the weekly market which assembled 
around the lake. 

But whatever tlie origin of the narw, 
the entrance to the market is tiot in me 
least inpresscve. In the first few hun¬ 
dred yards there are juidi shops on 
either aide where cM locks, rusty 
secondhand rnadiine parts »d 
other metalic junk is sold. But as one 
turns the comer it is a diflerent world. 
There are rows of shops stacked wih 
aiteCKU ii gleaning brass M wel u dull 
copper. Tit cbo£e is linuUess-«old 
pou. planters, oil tenpi. bird cages. 









ihnf; imunn coiuemporary trendseliers 
uid Chor Bazaar became tbeir new 
huntsijt {(round. Shopkeepers who clued 
in on (ht$ trend not only cashed m on 
their praclically dead stuck but also 
reuTB^ntsed their business into a lucra* 
Uve pro(esakin» now hao^ down from 
generation tu generation. Soon leAminB 
alt the tricks of the trade, such as the 
abibty tu rccuBtuse genuine pieces and 
repair thenw^heyevefl began tuniing out 
kwkabke takes. Which Is why, perhaps, 
shopkeepers are now a Kttir wary of 
prying strangers and t<xi many gue^iions 
le^ to a curt brush-off: "If you don't 
want U) buy anything then go—I don't 
know where these ihings come from or 
how old they are." 

Shopkeepers maintain (hat there is no 
cAorr ks msi in the market. Su a seller 
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An antlquo pAonegram. a wiea roApa of 
Mfeeta 

cutlery. Then there are (he lamp shops 
flaunting (heir wares—chandeliers, oil 
lamps, table lamps, bed lamps. sU sorts 

lamps to choose from. The himture 
shops are of two kinds, lliose that sefl 
old furniture and bfiC'^'brac and those 
that sell modem functional furniture oi 
wood, tubular alummium and steel. For 
(hose who love pottering around, each 
(rip could yield new surprises—each 

dust'laden ob^ having a potential 
value that only a (tecemin g eye could 
ascertain. 

There was ■ time when shopkeepers 
were unaware of the (rue vahic of their 
stock. They were baskaly dealers in 
junk with low tumoven. But soon 
repaired and polished junk became the in 















who drousei su»pKion is uauilly re 
quesied to leave his name and address 
so that the dealer can jiet n touch with 
turn If he demursa pUmclothe^ police- 
nun IS put on lum. on the off<h«Ke that 
he may be a chief No one wani5 any 
trouble 

The maricet. it is said is over dOO 
years old Seu^tenanan Ebraon Tyabal* 
ly owner of the oldest shop m the 
marfeettremm.'sees about the M days 
when Lord Wellington would strott down 
the lane, tn sear< h of cutlery and 6 <k •d* 
6ra( ’*(n thuMs days what we coBected 
came from old Kar^ families Today old 
means anything between 20 50 years 
old and the shopkeepers are also of a 
diffeicnt Uass (Hd timers kke us some 
I how manage to keep albiat 1 here are 
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Others, the sharp young boya locking for 
quick money whose business turnovers 
add w to lour figures 

Do they cheat their customers’ *^es 
Ih^ do—^ven the chance.” says Javed 
another old-timer who has seen 
better days 'There are not many 
genume argues available any longer m 
the mariet Most of the real stuff goes 
out of the country smee it fetches a 
much higher pnee Aroad Beaides«we 
have thia rule that anything over a 
hundred years has to be registered with 
the Archaelogical Survey of Indtt 'ASf) 
wluch waMa to get mv^ved in all these 
LMas*. 

The clamp-down on iBegal trafficking 
m arte^ rs across the intematonal bor 
ders came m the mid-Seventies 
”Accordeig to the 19^4 Antiquities Act 
anytlmg over a 100 years old has to be 
evaluated and registered, ‘ explained* 
A K Sharma of the Archacufogical SuT' 
vey of Bombay (ASB) "Consequently 
most the furniture and artefacts in the 
market are not antiques—at best they 
are (Jies Fhey these look oW by 
burymg them m the ground, treating 
them with chencaK or raudising them 
In Mahababpuram there w an art >choul 
which apeoabbes in making duplicates ” 

Copying from old pieces has become a 
fine art, and videed a kjcrative business 
Often the original is preserved and 
owned by the shopkeeper himseK while 
copies are given over to influential 
customers for a fee According to one 
shopkeeper, the Oberoi Orand Hotel in 
CaMia had once paid Es 300 to photo* 
graph a certain design (nr a canopy ”A 
lot of furniture and garden chairs are 
being sold as antiques but they are really 
copies of old designs,” he points out 

Pur antiques (he pnees are sky 
ligh'-ihere are chandelierb quoted at 
Rs 80,600 and study desks marked for 
Ks 4,000 Stained gtesb which used to be 
around m godowns ae dead stock has 
suddenly found a market and is quoted at 
pnees as high as Rs 4,(XK) Kor a 
Katendian piece etdtcd on glass and 
framed m biw a ^xipkeeper demands a 
whoppmgRs 34,000 High priced stocks 
such as ttese be around for an indefinite 
penod Ri^ are hi^ smee one never 
knows when a particular piece wiD 
attract a buyer Hoice the need to have 
an ahemative busmeas Occaaionafly 
shopkeepers have to make distress 
sales to meet thetr household and bust- 
r«ss expenses But such sales are 
•eMom tf never made to a cuitomer 
TVy aeD things to eadi other so (hat (he 
market rites do not suffer. 

Buyers, too, are not always small' 
tuners Bmk iMsneas is conducted rm 
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HAi<Kt:rs 


The magic of Chof Bazaar 


T he they «II ley, wu given 

hy someone etse. Some believe 
it was the neme j^ven to CNrtf 
Besur in the perdel street end 
•ome ley H ii beceuse o( the com 
ttguous Jummt Buear. 

For well over eighty years every 
Pridiy the mein Chor Buear remems 
closed end sellers o( junk from ^ 
over Mshsrashtre gather together to 
sell their coOecti^ of the past 
week. The legends surrotmdmg tte 
origin of the name ire not at iB 
ccimplimentarY’ Scruor dtiitna of 
Hoinluy pomt out that if one wants 
tf) trace down one's okJ shoe or a 
broken toy. Chor Kazaar on Friday ia 
the place. Bui these junk dealers are 
offended by such remarks. "ActuaNy 
it was known ns Shor Bazar because 
of the 111 MM*/'they say. "and this was 
diairinvd to Chor Kazaar.’' 

Whai do Muy sell? 

Anything from a broken hair I'bp to 
the chassis of an old car. AsK Miya 
very proudly claims, Tve been aefl 
ing Irnm this spot for the last forty 
yeira.** And how's business? "AJIaA 
kj deiihu.O»l tvti chgi 
mows closer and with a moutMul of 
paan, says in a very confiding man¬ 
ner. %/Kbt soar .saii rvptyt to anm 
5e ban pfr hoai " 

One simple villager was contem¬ 
plating buying a puwder cun^sact. He 
had four choose fmm. He opened 
each and evt'ry one. checked the 
mirror, studied hi» reflection, stu* 
died the case, pretended to read the 
name, asked the seller if he had 
another one and fin^ started bar* 
gaining. He brought it down from Ks 
to Ks Z, and pretending not to be 
happy with himself, went away sou- 
tininng other wares. A well*UHSo 
weman picked up ten picture frames 
for forty rupees. Another men 
bought two pram-wheels. A Sikh was 
selling hand* made locks. These 
caught the interest of a youngster 
because the Sikh loudy offer^ to 
give one lock h'ee to anybody who 
could find the cleverly camouflaged 
key boie. The Sardaiji sold two locks 
for Ks 25 to this voungster. Ten tu 
lb second-hand TVs are sc^ here 
every Friday ranging front Rs 1,2U0 
to Rs 15. depending on Ihe customer 
and his ne^a. 

Jn this market customers buy from 
the sellers and the junk dealers also 
buy from each oilier. The poorest of 


hi 2 id<ift puBars is mre of the 
peteoai of his Wires. One sudiragn 
wig.ielinf a Dtf of old^aMooed bed 
head! pi^Ny made of vahiable 
Bums leek. A ih^Aaeper offered 
Nm Ri 1,000 for the pair, at wM 
he let forth a stream of angry words 
and moved oo refufmg to negotiate 
further. 

Not all deals an dear and above 
board. An old man. hunched ua 
coughing incessantiy. whiipered 
something in the ears of a shopkeeA* 
er and puled out a wmtwstch from 
his podiei. A idance around 
made ihem consciovs d beatg watch¬ 
ed. The welch was quiddy whisked 


Sundays. Diplomats are regular custom* 
era tboujdi Arabs hive superseded sll 
other customers in imtortance and 
money power. Recently a Sheikh walked 
the full length of the market, armed 
guards er a/ and left with goods worth Rs 
lO-lS lakhs, while shopkeepers louked 
on in amasemeni. 

the k>ser m this game is the poor 
seller who is compel^ tu sell his once 
prised possession. To salvage his shat* 
tered pnde he prefers to remain anuny* 
mous and is consequently at the mvtcy 
of njlhleu brokers to fetch him a good 
price. There is a network of brokers all 
over the country and the message 
spreads quick and fast. Smnuay saw 
Raslud Khan, a weQ*known shripkeepor 
studying photographs of a three*foot- 
Ngh statue of a mother and child m 
marWe. There were about a dozen 
colour photographs so that Ihe pros 



away trom sight. After «ome lime 
both of them budded over it tryvg 10 
open rti rear to check Hs msdiinrry. 
They bargained surreptitiously, 
some money exchanged hvds. and 
the man dmppeared into the crow d . 
Was rt stolen? The shopkeepers 
deny ihit they have stolen goods. 
Visiling cards are given to anybody 
who shows any nterest. To pruve 
their legitimacy the ^to^eepers 
produce identity cards which say that 
they are members of "The Mutton 
Street Dealers AssociatiorL'* 

By 1! am there ia no glare to 
move and one cannot even hear the 
person staftUng next to coe above 
the dizL Loudspeakers are blanog. 
sellers are adverdsing their wares at 
an sicredRike pitch and in aB the 
confuskm a sherbet - seller man¬ 
oeuvres hi.H cart deftly, coasns 
buyers to t^ a refreshing break. 
Business is brisk. There is exote- 
raent and hope in the eyes of both 
the buyer and the sdar And (he 
noise is deafening. It nakes one 
pause and ponder. Shor Bwzar or 
Chor Bazaar? 


tlfioncl liTwl elom*a lo< mI«: no Itiggllna 

tive buyer could see every detail. These 
photographs had been «eni by a broker 
horn Hyderabad. 

Intimations of ^ such ^Ics arc fii st 
sent tu Bombay-- the largest market 
and tlien follow up enquiries are sent to 
Hyderabad. Ahmedabad. Bangalore. 
Calcutta and Madras. The H'>fTibi)y deal* 
er judges the age and cmxLlMm of Ihc 
piuce from the photograph^ and then 
makes a counter offer, leaving it K> the 
brcAer to strike a good bargain Broker¬ 
age charges vary depending on the 
quantum of rrtoney involved • Un a small 
deal It could be ten per cent and f<rr a 
larger deaf it coidd be anything between 
two to five per cent depending on how 
hard one haggles. 

Change a meviiabk*. Over the years, 
old shi^ have given way to new 
ones—e new generation <»f dtopkeepers 
have come mto their own. The jargun ih 
peppy, the pace rat*y. Hut the mystique 
i>f Chor Bazaar c^muntK*!' and the prom* 
ise of the old world cuntinues tu attract 
tounsts and Bombayttes whether they 
find iheir search worthwhile or not. 
Deblanl SMm wWi Haarw 
Nanda/Bomtey 
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Gubernatorial whims 


The Governors office has turned out to be a controversial one 



Prlmt Rtjkv Gantfhl wnh Q«fMraUft*1(r*d} K V Kr(«hniR«o 




T ill' <r{ (he UidifUi (.(Mi¬ 

st It ulh'n nu^( hjve livpd tn 
nie this djv (if jX (be fun* 

tHMiiines they irt^lcd. ihi* 

•lUKUM ofTke ol (lu* iKivefnnr 
Ivis lumed tiu( lotx* (hi* ruist iimtnivei 
M.il diul unMNoins With (he Anormuus 
'disuediiiviry” puwers «il hib dibpusal. 6 
(lovtmor ((mIav idiinialu. ix mar (k*nH>- 
ir.uy iHLome .hi <iib<ti<ii> judffc 4in 

Huent of (he c(‘iur«il jsiMTnment or 
.ilu*mali\ely, the 'lonsiietKe keeper 
ol the [MihtHMnsotastak ribivvnlvin 
N i^hLukI h.iM* '>h(Ain 

Wv^ri* such possihiliticb ('trcscfo' At 
(HU vtage (he nA*mher^ of (be Cmibih 
lueiK Assembly lull (bought of an elei- 
(ive (H'VemiM Hui the idea was giNen 
op Ims luse a (•oveinoi ekited by the 
pciH^k* of a state would need 'o be 
vested With ifliiiivc powtis At arv 
rMr. he would be inhiKii to asset ( 
loni'elf ID exeiutivc tunitonib on 


Ri (Hinds (if poptdai aitooMabikiv Ihib 
would lun louoter lo Uh (eneW of a 
paiiumentarvdcmocraiv Henc. pruvi 
bKMi was matk' lor ngcnnuied f*ov 
emirs As is thciase with (he Suptenie 
1 (Hin judges and othei i onstitubuiu] 
offkrs» the (rovemir is luaimuted by 
the l*(esidi;ffl( o( India W*t. iiomaly. he 
lus ncaur been above dispute as a 
iKMime (if (hi Pn*sKk*nt hi is a (fe 
Unto nominee nt (he ruling party m l)Hhi 
and hfUdlv an objei (ive judge ol poldii& 
m his slate 

I he hameis lud tried everything to 
ensure tfu( (he fW>vemor n spei led the 
CnnMrtubon and everything a si^-kIv 
tor AU lunsUtuiKina] funuonanes are 
under oath lo deahaige (heir duUi's m 
iimfiirmitv with ihe ^Hument A Ouv* 
emcr. befoic assianmg offke. tAes an 
oath “\i} pruieti and didend the Con* 
stiigtion and die law*'^ and devote him* 
sell to "the servile and (he (vefl-beingi^ 
the peopte" of his state The Oovvriwr. 


thetelcwe, is uidnialulv answerable to 
the Ciirisliludon. nol Uie leiiii.il govern* 
meni 

ConsKfer what happened in Nagaland 
(lie stale went to the polls on IH 
November, The Cctigressd) won 
M steals m (hu Ml inemhei Assembly 
(he Nagu National OcrmHialK I’arty 
(NNUP) lud lb, (he Naga I’eople’s 
Party (NPP) (aie. and independents 
eighi feleeiionP) one seat was not held) 
A C ongressdl government was sworn in 
with Hokishi Senu as i hief minister tin 
Jl July. 198d when the CM was in 
lapan. Id Corgressifj lejsslators inikid 
mg four mmis'orv. left Uiv parlv to form 
(he Nagabnd Reguinal Congtes^ and join 
the newly-fomediumt Regional Legisla¬ 
ture Pally OKLP) with Vamuae Phesao, 
The NNDP leader, a^ Its hc*ad HieJKLP 
ilair.ied a cnaijonty of 3S in the House 
which had an effective membership of 
59—13 who had left tlte CongiessO), 17 
from the NNl>r i whose vttenjph had 


S$ 


fuMeav« 10 B^M«r low 




sUluiiun. bv ^mother cxcfpiH>nAl silua* 
riwj?" Hr weni on: pundils u ill 

no d<iubl dif(rr. Hul Itir hi'^toiy o| 
J*re»idrni« Huk‘ a\ thr sU\\vs rlrailv 

shnw« lhai the pauwr ui miixjsinK 

drnt*^ Kuk’ in st.iie should lx* i>h- 
iruslcd to tiH’ IVc»rk'iU'> oulivitJu:il 
yiiJlTtk'Mt. Mr i< Hm* jitou-v Uii oI thr 

ft'fk’r.'ilioti.’' Hilt Ikil. (it»uw<T, xviiuld 
nrrd a citfislituiKMi.il <iiiicr}«iiih<Til. 

’I'he (tovcnior, I<m his |hiri. ihrs liitvc 
uTUm “dist’iclKMVirv*' (Miwcts. (inli* 

cunly. Ih* ik ,i iiHislitiitKMiiil hr.id aclmi: 

IHI (he iHIvhV 'll hs OHIIhll ol mihistiTs 

with I he cimd niiniKt(.t iIh.* Itc^d. Hut 
the CoOKlituiHin visualiscA siliutions 
wlKit* ik' Ims I<> ik't <Mi Ills own thserr* 
(ton. solids k Malwshwanol llw Indian 
Inslitutc III I\iI>]k’ .VlniimstiMlMUK a 
consiiiuhiHVii cvp«*n who assisted ilii 
Sarkanti c<Miiiiiisston’ 'Pie nvisi nnpor 
Uiu (un< 1HHI of HK' li<ivrriior is in rcu<ird 
to (Iw .tpikHninwiii of ilMM hU'l niimstoi, 
hiU Iw hardly Ivis anv div'ictiori in this 


ffont up by one since the election), one 
from the NPP and four independents 
who had withdrawn their suppt^ to the 
CongressM). 

Hokishe Serna insisted un continuing 
in oltkir even after hi$ government had 
been reduced to a minoniy of 21 on the 
plea>ihat there was nu lEcnume spbt m 
the party. l*he Governor, Gen K.V. 
Krishna Kao tKeidi, decided to stay m 
the Manipur capital. Imphal, and shut 
himself off from Nagaland politics from 
the day the K) MLAs resigned fri»m the 
CtmgressdK He is believed to have 
dune Ihis on the instAiClKma of the 
cciUral government, 'litis was done teily 
to enable the ruling panv to "sort out" 
Its differences And bring the dissidents 
hack into their fold. As llmon home 
minister Buta Siii^ kept telling repor* 
lers who spoke with him in Kohiina. 
"1'his IS an internal affair of (he Congres* 
s<lK it will be Horted out suon." 

But icuix and cajole them as they 
mighi, the 0>ngiess(I) k!adci^ including 
OM iir hVmaiKk's and But a Smgh. failed 
to wean the legislators away. IV Cun* 
grcss(i) ministry iontinued in office and 
the (fovemor refused to alkiw Vamuzo 
to form a new governmeni by proving 
his majority on the IkKir of il^ House. 
Nor dki he at tempt in expinrr any 
possibility of fumung an alternative gov* 
ernment. (uktead. he shot off a report to 
the President recommending I’reii* 
dent's Kulc. I1ie report cited as its 
reasons, the alleged greed and oppur* 
tunism of the persons who had left the 
Congressd) and (hat the new piirty they 
had fbaied )>ad no plan or programme. 
Aiticle 356 has mcdtkmod' “A situaiHm 
hiis arisen'in which tne g'^vemment 
CHiincit he earned out m ac«*oi^an(*e with 
the firovisions of thi* Constitulkm." And 
before anyone knew what liad happened, 
President's Rule was clamped down un 
Nagnl.ind, 18 months after (lie Assembly 
election. 

Several puints about this proclamation 
remain open to dispute. Kir$i, it is a 
clear violation of the Sarkana Commis* 
sion's recommendation that ArtKle 356 
should be resorted to only if all other 
possibibties of forming altcmaiive gov¬ 
ernments have been eidiausted. In this 
case, the C<ivemor had made no effort 
to find out which group enjoyed the 
support of the majority m the Assembly. 
Ilie whole intent snid purpose of Ankle 
356 is to provide an arrangement m the 
event of a breakdown uf the coostitu* 
Ikmal machinery^not a collapse of the 
parly in power which the central govern* 
ment might happen to support. 

Said Soh Surabjee: "President's nde 
cannot be imposed for helping the rul^ 
party to buy time for realigning its parly 


tMHyePrMMMrilMtalim 
M till pwir of iapadni Vm 
R iliaMUbo«ife«Mtolhe 


str*fngth o) Sftiling out party diHert'nt’cs 
or for resolving a leafk^nthip ensis he 
cause* that would he liiMativiunl to 
exercise of poivcr fee an cxirani’iKJii 
purpose, outside thr ainbrt of Arthk* :r>6 
and hence would be um’onstiiutKMui!,'' 

NeUher could the prm'«ion be used U* 

"punhh*’ a group of LegiKlaiurs consi¬ 
dered "sel 6 sh or greedy". "'I'hat would 
be a case of nTclevant and impemu^Mhk* 
cemsadenuons cumng mto play hecau'W NTH aftw h« 

ArtKle 356 is not a punitive (n**asure " cwsim Sy 4 

At any rate, call the CuAgrc>xtl) Oevernw | 

dissidcnls what they rnghl, they couU "aniLai I 

hardly be described as defect urx Irum a I 1 

lechrtKal point nf vww: logether they I 
formed over a third uf the total strength I 
oftheCungre»s(l)«i ihc Aksengilv. ffur i 

of them being irumsicrs And ondcr paru I 

three uf the tenth Schedule to ihr I 

Constitution, a spht of more tlian a third \ 

of the puny in a Ugislaturc cannot bv 
seen as a defectum, su ilHir mi*m* 
bership of the Assembly lemamid 111 * 
tact. , ^ 

The deciSKn to impc^ Bresideiit's * 

Kuk. ultimately, h the iVime Miras* ** ' * 

ter's- According lu the dtfccbK the . 

Indian Law Insuiule. I’pendra liixL it is 
the rukiig party at the Centre which 
hoidji the majority m HartamenI that has 
to uphold the Coobtitutiun. Said he: 

"The imposnion of I'rc^idcni'b Kulc ^ ^ 

rests on presidendal satisfaction, but the jBL.' ^ 

Ihvsideni (under Article 74) has lu ait rfr" 

according to the aid and advm* 'if the I' 

council 1 ^ minisiers led by the J*M," In ^ 10 ^^ 

reahiy, the dectswn is the PM’s. " I'he 

ultimate requrement k a purlucneniary 

m^onty. as long as the ruhiig party at M '' 

(he C^re has it. the ta^ of im* V 
plementing the Conslitutwn hekeigs (o ^ 

But Sur^ differs. He believes Arti* 
de 74 does require the President lu 
follow the aid and advice of the council of ■ 
ministers save exceptional ckcumst* 
ances. Said the lawyer: "I'he Supreme 
Court has opiied that the President is V 

nnt bound to accept minislerial ad we in 1 

exceptional snuations in order to avoid 1 

pent to democTKy. Would not peril (o 
fedenkvn. a bask feature of the Con* 





ANALYSIS 


maiwr wtien a poliiinl parly emerjtes 
wiih an absolute majoniy and electa a 
leader. I'he (>over7H>r has lo exerct&e 
hiK diacreiion only when no smflle party 
enjoys an absolute majtiniy. However. 
hi<i discretion in the selection of a chief 
minister is fuial and is not subfecl lo any 
review. indudinB judKial " 

T he realiuiion, aher 3h years of 
cohbltUiiM»na] functiomns, that they 
art ab'»ve law, ha^* nlien. made Gov* 
ernors ret'fcless and partisan. In 1965, 
the fiovemnr tii Ker^. V.V. Gin, did 
not invite the leader of llie sinide tarsesl 
parly, the CHI, to form a povemment. 
In 1^7, iht (iiivernor of Kajasihan, Dr 
SainiAirnanad, invued the sm^le laritesl 
puny, (tie CoiiBros, to fomt the mims* 


Tbi Coistibrtta Nil riotM two 
nlnlir (hi Mm pviy It tbi 
Ciflkf-frst, probdorind 
Mariv i< ttiCiMHuttori and 
ifovimaint wtN • maodiU ^ 
Ml. M controvirite irte 
wNm tNi govimmint in MM 
mtendontandi ns roll In 
ntatefltoitalii 



Andhfi't NedandM SnaMart RM(rt^O bWog awoni in by Oe««mor Ram ui 


try ifmoriDK tlw claim uf Ihi* liniled 
Kronl, a vnalition d parties formed 
imim'tlialcly after tlie iinnouncemenl of 
the result», wlmii claimed the suptxvl of 
92 of IM MLAs, /\nd even when the 
Coii>Rcss decided noi to form a Bovcni* 
i ment, the Cioveraor did not tihnk fh to 
. cunsidtr Ihe nvals* darnts amJ msiead 
! brnu^hl I he state under Ihresident 's 
) Kule. 

Tiv lr« k leuird trf Governors in the 
. undotriB of governments is eqtullv noto* 

! riuis, A &\vn set of detiHKralK sUn* 

I thirds have hardly been adhered <». 

! Governors have ihoujthl fil lu use iheir 
! «>un Kubj<yiivx‘ jndpiient. Apparently. 

: this IS bivausc il k> Cunstn ution says that 
1 llu> council of nunislerH shall continue 
"dunni; Ihe pli’nsurv of the GoverniH". 
Said S.K, M.ilK'sliwari: “The concept ol 
pIcHsure in the conlCKl of a parhamm* 
tary (U^mocracy is much rnure Mibtk* 
ilkiTi ntay 9|>TK'ar to les« sophisticated 
, Scvenil iiistitu'cs, Otv^irdms lo 


hmi. K<Ae that (lowmors have Ihtii ; 
arlm>! aixorduiK to thc*tf wham; in the 
perfoniiaiAe of their fuixtHiiis * 1111 * 
record nf Monii J 11. I'^leyarUbui in . 
Sikkim in May 19H4. Jacniohdo in Janintu 
and Kashmir 81 July IHHI ami kani Ltil m 
Andhra I'radefdi in Augii^i 19H4 luw 
gone down as slurs on the Constitution. 
'11 k> hardly follo«red any ''rebk^” con* 
cept of pleasure. Ssnd Muhesliwvi: “Ky 
(dppknx cstalihshed siAemriicnts they 
have rxri ihiK’ p<ised a threat lo democra¬ 
cy but also disgraced ihemseK’es " I 
In Jamiini and Kashmir. 12 of Karooci 
Abdullah’s Natamal Conference* iNO 
Mt.A*^ cM.vled un 2 June. 19H4. and 
expressed Iheir desire to (icivemot 
Jugintdian to supptin Gul Miiiamniad 
Shall. Dr' Coii>peiiS(ll also dei'ided lo 
suppod Shah. Skiih the disiudeni 
laiofs scaled in the Kaj lUuvaii. iK' 
Govemor acted swihlv: he "satisTitd 
hnuM'lf about Shahs nuymlx. di«mis> 
sed Ihe Karooq AbAiNah nunnirv and 


installed Shah as the new CM asking him 
tn prove his mAiority on the Ooor ^ the 
House within a month. 

Kam Lai in Andhra Hradesh was in a 
class apart It was a repetition—though 
much mere rude and ham^handed-^of 
(he same pattern. On 14 August. 1984. 
four of N.T. Kama Kao's ministers 
defected, They were joined by some 
others. The ConjpessO) and a few other 
MLAs also joined hands On the 
strength of this new group. N. Bhaskara 
Kao claimed a majority in the Assembly. 
Un 16 August, the Governor dismissed 
the Kama Kao ministry and ignored the 
lattei's |Kta to convene ihe state 
AssemMv wiihm 48 liuurs. Neither was 
Iw given u chance to prove his majority. 

T he syndrome is all luo familiar; some 
amhitioux Mt.As beltinging in the 
ruhng puny are first encouraged to 
defen and Ihe* move aerhumed as a 
“sjibi” Tlwy .VP wnned by MlAs frtun 
irtlvT partio and mde}a*ndciUb. Soon 
oIIht ch*ltH’(i>rs are aIIrailed lo the 
griHip Uvausc* of an uiKlemlanding tha( 
(he (rovi*nior will lie Ip them lo form the 
g«>venimeni 

Said t^pnidra Haxi: "In 40 year^. we 
have not developed any cuhVL*nlions 
tegsirding the Ciovemor''* role. Ihe 
JaiML< ptTHKf WHS uneventful in this 
m«pei'(, and loo short ;i lime to evolve 
any code 1here are iki parallels for ihe 
Indyn sliluation nnywhert* else in Ihe 
world. “ 

Nothing can lie done about U. 
pefhA])'>. 11 k' Constitution has all(K:ated 
twsi roles for the ruling party 3i (lie 
Centre—firsi, piotecuw and dcfendi‘r <il 
tin Constilution fin rehitKin to govern* 
ments of the si airs I and a povemmeni 
with a mandaie to rule (in relaiKHi tu Ihe 
peo|Ke of the country). But con* 
irowrsies anse when the government in 
Dellii misunderstands its mie in relation 
to iIk’ stales as a supra*governniental 
aulhorrly volh the p'llitical mandate xo 
dominate the states. Adniitled S.K. 
Maheshwan: "1‘rue. the Government of 
India is also the government of the 
govemmcnia of the states. Hut in the 
latter rapaeny it has to use iu objective 
judgment over the actions and decisions 
nf the states." Bui obipclmiy was never' 
the CongressfJ) govvmmenl’s forte. 

All example of its sense of “objectiv. 
ity”: the Htimc Mmisiur had argued in 

dcfrnce o> ihe decision to impose Hrcsi* 
deni’s Rule in Nagaland, thai it is a 
senxilrve border stale. Said Gpendra 
Baxi: ''llux xiaiemcnt worries me. 
Nagaland will always be on the border, 
and u will diurays be sensitive, Hut does 
tius mean democracy » not meant lor 
the border slates. iHily the hiiiierland?” 
Mrmal MHra i Mew Peffif 
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CRIME 


Big trouble in‘Little 


T haJly is a small town ei ih^ 
hills of Dhainupun disinri m 
north-w«sicm Tanul Nadu. A 
majonty of the ir>.0U0-udd 
people of Thdlly live by their 
farms. 1'hey are ii peaceful lor and the 
salubrious eUmate helps them keep titiir 
ctKil even in tryinj; limes. “It ih m Invely 
piKe. this town," chueUed an ittd'loner l 
ai the baitaar tea* shop. "They calk'd ix 
'Little Kngland' becaust' of tts pleasant 
wearher, “ 

However, 'Little KnitUnd* is ni»w in 
flames. Keasun: the polKv force has 
been blamed for a rape. KoOowing the 
iTKldeni, (ircle inspector Babsubramn- 
niam, head constable (roviiidan. icnidf 
<ine constable Selvaraj «iiid consiabie 
(kivindaswsmy have been plaad under 
suspension for their iilk'Kcd um^ventent 
in the crime and tlkir accotnphee Lik* 
shmi, a wianan sweeper m the st.it hmi. 
has been arrested, rhoiiph the case h.is 
Iwett token over by the slate Cll>. the 
local rosideniH are i^iset that the offen¬ 
ders have not yet been puled 
It dIJ started on the even- . 
ing of 20 July when Kfdpana | 

Sumatht a 2S*year*old frail | 
school teacher and mother of J 
a four*year-old girl, went to { 
get water from a pump. The 
pump is in a safe’ corridor 
sandwiched between the 
police statlun and a govern¬ 
ment school. Because of the 
pump's proximity to the 
police station, women of 
Thally have never hesitated 
to go with their pots, not 
even at night. However, that w 

ni^l, the story was difTe* ^ 

rent. Kalpans Sumathi went 
to get water, but did not 
return home. She was ^ ^ 
aOegedJy rap^ by the cops 
from the pwe station. 

Tea-sh^ owner Krishnap- 
pa. vdien he went U> rebeve 

himself the next morning. HfBk 
heard someone moaning, v 

looking around he saw an \ 

almost naked weenan, bet- 
(ered beyond recognition, 
lying II) a dried-up nufiaA. It 
waa Kabana Sumathi. Krish- 
nappa ik6 from the pUce ^ a 


England’ 

Passions are inflamed in a 
1 sSmall hill town of Tamil 
Nadu over (he aile^ed rape 
of a woman by the police 


w:rcHiiH»g. AtkI sunn, the Irttk* Kmrii was 

Tht' polkc siiitHm was bardy a hun* 
(ired iiwtrc-M a wav. On learning about 
the incidenl. the poheemen arranged to 
remiwe the woman to the Husur guv* 
erriincm lM)»pital. 40 .km away. 

Vcnkatcsamurlhy. Kalpana's hus* 
Ixmd. went looking for her the prevujvs 
evcfimg when she did not return 
hoiiK' fr.^n the water pump. He en* 
<|iMfed 111 the houses of hi> rclalivcs in 
*l%ill> and TuiaHy laudid up at the pohcir 
stalion. ’I'Im* imiIicc eyud him with disin¬ 
ter esi «md simply promised they wuuld 
look around lor hix missaig wife. Litile 
did VenkaiessmuTthy rcabse that his 


wife Itad been brutally raped in that 
iHiiiding. hardy a couple of hours ago. 

”11 wy pretended they hud iwvcr seen 
her. Ihey wanted me io dexcrilw how 
she kioked. And then they told me ihcy 
w<iuld kMik for l)er, and <»n mv jxtrt I 
should report to them d hIic returned 
hf>n>e." Mufthv recalled, sidmg by the 
bed cei whk'b his wife Uv swalbe<l in 
bandages, in the pluHlk**surgery ward on 
the lourth flour of Hangdiorc's Si john's 
ilospiial. He luid reimwed Suinailu from 
llw Husur hofpiial after a day's treat- 
meni there because lie was ahaKl ihai 
she was ixg safe there. 

1’he policeincii. tn fact, dvJ not even 
register I he cfvnplaliu dial evening. I'N' 
Tirsl inloimititin report IKIK) was rd<\j 
eight days later. “ 11 ie original form hsal 
been lorn and destroyed and a cooked* 
up versam wnttiin do^cn in the sUiion 
rvctirds." alleged Muniappa Ixiguniaiah. 
the state executive crxnmittee member 
cpf the Indian Comniuiust I'ariy <ICI' 

totpNal. Banpaiors: will ^le«b* msiM oulf 
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Kal^'aiidsuncLfnm tfroup) He ha') been 
in the hircfronl of an MK^iaiion m ThaU>' 
lo forct* Ihe HulfH>ritH‘> lir take aetfon 
ii|i(iinist thi* KUiky iKiltct'nien. 

llw I(h'hI ICI* secTttary. Vadairap* 
p 3 «clli Kavikumar, said he liad to 
the iKjfH'e siaiioii two dayb nher the 
victim was found am! soutthi curly action 
on VchkalciU)inunhy’:« aimplamt. He 
told the sub inspt'Cior on doty that the 
public was enrapL'd over the im ident and 
there would be a handh il th^nulhontiea 
continued to bi* c«>mpUit*ni. 

“i'Uv aub'insptvTur threatened he 
would bi‘i\ nw up and throw me in the 
lork'up l<ir the same offence about which 
we had complained. He dared us to 
orK^nise the bandh m *i'liall> and drove 
me out.'' Kavikumar retailed, iitlinj; m a 
tiny eatinK )oint at the Thally baaaar 
' iunctinn. Ravikumar then went to his 
party's regional boss, Laguntaiah. 

T here was rto response from the 
Kovenmtent even thouph it had be* 
come quite clear that the proximity of 
the police station to the nuMsh pomted to 
the culpnis betnp the cops thmselves. 
Arvd wnen an uncle visiting Kalpana at 
the Bangalore hospital brought word 
that she had for the first time opened her 
mouth and told him that Lakshmi knew 
"everything there is to know ', the pubbe 
in dially went mad with rage. They 
attacked the poke siatHin on the mom* 
inn of M July when the same arde 
inspector identilied by them as a suspect 
m the cnnie* took cliarge of cru'Wd* 
manuKcment and ordered a/a/hr<charge 
even while his superior officers were 
conducting negotiations with prommeni 
representatives of the agitators m a 
nearby marnage hall. 

The Ohamwpun distrH'i coileciur und 
supcnnlendeni of ixike rushed to Thal- 
l\' on hearing about the senous devektp- 
ments. The iwo officials tned to pcify 
the kK'als with promises of iHTcssarv* 
action in the nvitler, . 

I Siiid the state insptvtor general of 
poke (lass and <irder). K.K. Kagisekur 
<111 Nair. "Tlic inteiisiiy irf that aptatHMi 
iiiAdc us sus|x%i there must he truth m 
their nlleg^dion Ihai pnlwemen were 
mviilvcd m the rape. We recomnwnded 
lo the government at om'e that the case 
should be irunsferrod to the CIL) for a 
' thorough imestigation. A pnma bcie 
finding led to the concerned policemen 
. fH'ing suspended pending further en* 

I qinry. We are deiennin^ lobring the 
[ culprits to book, and the fart that they 
' were puliceiix*n only made us act with a 
.irmer luind and mx try to push the 
nwlier undei the curpet." 'l*he Vellort 
range deputy inspeclot* general of 
pc'lice. A.X. Alexan^T, wIk) cnndiHied 
tiie initial eivjuiry at TKilK. is reported 


tin 


lo have taken the cops at the poke 
station to task vrhen he realised they 
were* trying to blufl their way out. He 
found btoexlstams on the tvall and the 
Ouor in the station's slore*room and 
went mto a rage when he was told that 
the bloudsiains were from a lamb which 
had been sacrificed during a festival. 

Tht lamb, Alexander discovered, was 
none other than the village schrxd 
teacher, and that circle inspector Bala* 
subramsmam had edebrated his'festival' i 
on the evening of 20Jtdy. Promptly, the 
DIG recommended that the inspector 
and the staff present at that tane of the 
modent should be placed under suspen¬ 
sion. "The main problem bi ths nves* 
tigatioA was that the victim refused lo 
talk. She would not go beyond saying 
that Lakshmi the sweeper knew what 
had happened. It was only when %ve 



An Mmiiig iMtet ol 1hi 
crimt m M fei Aedar it Sh 

WNT 

>a>iMpwwiai>iiiiw, 

-- _ 

npomsj oran m nw 

wiPi Oil|f trtiniil fin Ii8f 

pmon tiai w n|it M bM 


jucsii'd Lakshmi and questioned her 
that we could piece togeOwr the tragic 
events." Alexander tnki Si'NIiav. 

IVee weeks after the traumatic ex¬ 
perience, Kalpana narrated the happen¬ 
ings id that even^ to this correspon¬ 
dent. "hirst. th<* inspector vk^ted me 
and then three (ghers came in.she 
sobbed, sitting on the hospital bed. 
"Alter lie finished, mspector Balasubra- 
maniam called in his men and toU them. 
'Ninv, you loo have it and then finish her 
off.' I had already lost a bt of bbod and 
was loo weak to put up effective resist¬ 
ance. 1 (beaded with them to bt me go 

but they were like animals possess^, 
'fiiey smeK of Mquor and they hit me...." 
she broke down crying. Her body was 
00*01 ed with bruises. 

K alpana Stanathi said that she had 
gtme in the evening, as usual do 
(etch water at the pump when Ldtshmi 


accosted her and suggested she meet 
the inspector inside the police station. 
Kalpm told her she had to return home 
(o finish her cooking. But Lakshmi would 
not bsten. When she resisted. Kalpana 
received a hard knock with a slick and 
passed out. She next found herself 
inside a room in the police station. A 
coupb of policemen were assaulting her 
and tearing up her ebthes. She tri^ to 
rush out of the room but they pulled her 
back and slammed the duor shut. ' In the 
process, they crushed my fingen in the 
duor and a hard push sent me flying 
across the roum. 1 hit the wiH and 
became unconscious,' Kalpana recalled. 

She laid she was semi-conscbus most 
of the time. But she remembers the 
faces of the offenders. ”1 thought of my 
husband and I thought of my little child. 
But 1 thought there was no more 
purpose in living after what w»s happen¬ 
ing to me a that room." she 3aid with 
remorse. 

From what can be pbced together, 
Kalpana Sumathi. now presumed by her 
offenders to be dead, was dragged out 
for dumping. The policemen threw her 
into Che djy nuUah. about eight feet 
bebw. ind pushed in a boulder. "Konu- 
nately that boulder missed my wife." 
said Venkatesamunhy. 

According to Kavikumar, the police 
wanted to pul the blame on the local 
peo(^ as the victim was discovered in 
the nuOah. " The inspector had some 
youths brought to the station and in* 
lerrogated them after sinpping them 
down. Even the brother-in-law of the 
victim, in his teens, was not spared.” 
Kavikurrur alleged. 

Another interesting feature of this 
crime wan that the doctor at the Hosur 
government hospital, where Kalpana 
was first taken, reportedly certified that 
there were only external injuries tin her 
person and that no rape liad been 
coenmitted. 

Meanwtub, the pobce inspector, one 
head constable and three constables of 
the Thally poke station have been 
arrested on Purges of rape. The diatricc 
sub*coAector who investigated the case 
found a prime ^6e case against them. 

"] will do everything possible io help 
her out n 1 this trauma." Kalpana's hus¬ 
band Venkateaamurthy said, bravely 
fhditmg back the tears welling up in his 
eyes. "After aD, she i$ my wife and the 
mother of my child." Suddenly, his face 
hardened. "If the judge does not hang 
inspector BaUsubramanianx then the 
people of Thalty will themselves deliver 
Justice to the cnminal who we all know 
has been terrorising the entire region for 
many mMiths." 

R. ihagwan Slngh/Sai|g*iuru 

•UMM* i«w 
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Civilians in Sri Lanka. Often, these were 
splashed across the frur.i in the 

Iwal newspapers causantz great embar¬ 
rassment tu the Ccrgresstl) in the slate 
but the Movemment stwtinuidy ignored 
the alegatuns. 

And then Kajiv Gandhi turned up n 
the state and m between touring (he 
countryside, lie eipressed his dis* 
appocntmeni with (hr* LTTK. In a ges¬ 
ture of ik’spair. the Prime Muuster 
declared Hiat "India is geitins a btile 
tired" o the LITE’S negative be- 
havton*' Vruund the same time, the 
If^KK issued I statement which claimed 
(hat a rcvvnt seuure oi SAM-7 missiles 
from an UTE camp in Lanka demons¬ 
trated that the Tigers were getting help 
from some kireign agency. 

The LTJ'L retort was not long tn 
coming. *lhe outfirs Madras office 
issued a ^l/••ngl>'-worded press release 


recovered SAM 7 tnissiks from the 
L*n*E. the press sliilenieni pointed iMil 
And added tliat India n<ii only knew that 
the 1'igers had these* niissi[e> bul had 
even trained Ihe militanls in their use. 
Why then was the 'foreign involvement' 
issue being raised after all this time? 

The l^mie Minister's office was 
obviiHisly annuved at this open aivusii- 
(lon aimed at IheGbvemmentof India and 
Kapv Gandhi. 1'he orders lo round up all 
the Tigers who are now based in Taoiit 
Nadu and seal their propaganda officH m 
Indira Nagar in East Madras came sour 
after. And evidemly. the euphoria 
generated ‘by the July m7 IndivSn 
Lankan accoi^ has id) fcui vanished. Said 
secretary general of the Eelam Peoples 
Revolutionary Liberation Kroni. 
<EPRLF), K. PadmannWia: "Unf'irtu- 
nately. the implementation 'if wliat was 
agreH upon in the peace accord has nut 


Will (he detention of ISO 
L TTE men in Madras 
help the IPKF track down 
Prabhakaran in Sri 
Lanka? 


Yesterday’s heroes have 
turned intu today's vil* 
lams. Not so long ago 
Velupiltai Prabhakaran 
and his associates in the 
Liberation Tigers of 
■■BB Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
vrere being hailed in puUk and invited to 
conference tables. But all of a sudden 
they are being accused uf "acting in a 
manner prejudicial tu the security of 
India", prumpting the Government of 
India to arrest 150 L'TI'K cadres in 
Tamil Nadu on 7-fi August under the 
Naiionai Security' Art (NSAl, Nor was 
the actum restricted only t<i Tamil Nadu, 
but a Bimulianeous operation, under the 
name of Checkmate, was also mounted 
in Sri Unka bv the IPKP. On 15 August, 
an eble commando forc^ spread out m the 
jungles uf MuOaitivu. west uf Abmpil hi 
the Northern Province of Sn Lanka, to 
flush out the militants. According to 
IPKK sources, nut onl” does the l.TfK 
have well-fortified bases m the jungles, 
with at least a dozen underground l>ink- 
ers Slacked to the hilt with soiihisticated 
weapons, bul nisii nuinhun that some¬ 
where out there, the elusive Prabhakar¬ 
an has built his hideoul. 

Tilings started snowballing with the 
LTTE’s growing resistani e agiiinst the 
IPKK action in Lanka While the Tigers 
believed tiiat New [)elhi was propping 
19 nvai miUtant 'I'amil groups to annihi¬ 
late Ih^bhakaran, the iossk-r detailing 
the I.TI'E's alleged bnks with Western 
countries, frmn whom they are said to 
have ac'^uired hardware inputs, kept 
gelling bulkier in New Delhi. Eventual¬ 
ly. the mutual suspicion resulted in a 
cessation of the 'informal' talks that 
were being held between the Researdi 
and Wing Analyais (RAW) and the LTTE 
representative, Sadasivam Kn^naku- 
mar. better known as Kittu. 

The LTTE office in Madras too played 
on the sympathies of the local media for 
the Tamil militants and supplied gory 
details of the alleged excesses coitsiiit- 
t^ by the IPKF soldiers against Tamil 


that caBcd Kajn t iHndhi a hnr and termed 
tiis nlegatkin<. as irrespimsibk’ and 
'iinsubsUintiatt*<J’. Moreirver. n chaJ- 
kniged the IPKK's ^lei'ubiicfis regard¬ 
ing the Ll'PJ’.v foreign Imks. When the 
Tamil Nadu 4 lv seized ihe weapons of 
the Tamil imliiants two years ago. it had 
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conir 

But lti<* l iters tirv nui Ih^ (mJy ones 

Nsixi an- aiai.jti'cJ about th<f c<»v’crn' 
mt'iiiV actHin ol mundin^ up all ibe 
'ramil riHliiatits in Mjdra^s 'Hk* prrJii*iu 
«w<nnj <111 Ilk* n'l'K wluch appeatb l<i 
l)c*i*n a ba>tY ai>d ill pJannt*d affair. 
inlviKlrd lo iwis! itw Tii^'Ts' arni. is 
however. I'iijMbb' of rrituK*nne pubK' 
uniX'wl on a inassiYC' scale (fus shU* of llie 
l*A\y Slrmts. Alri*a(lj' ilk* l)MK presi- 
clciii. M KarunamrIlM. Ims thrcaU*iH*d u> 
Jauiii 11 a m.isHice ai^il.Uaut if iIh* di’iaiiK'd 
'I'liiors ;*rt* w>i rek*Hsc<l sikh). Said 
DMK Kajya Sribh.i ineiiik’i. V.A.I. 


The language 
of contention 


Gopala'«w,iiiiv. TN*v* ik*leniaaisuiHh‘r 
the NSA tk| the J.'f'rL cadres wNi ari* 


nevvi kiHiun {<» have viokiU’fl IndKiii 
luu'^ \*- an iiniwidoiuthk* crane and the 
TniniN ill over iN* workf wilt nevx*r 


foigive Napi (uitkIN for tins atroeuKis 


aciitm.’' 

a:e 


^ 1lie TiK^'is wen* niiluillv d(*laint:d on 
I llie >?iouikIs iIkiI IIh'V h.id fxvn 
I in I he si ale witlH^ui valid documents. 
!tul U'lieii l>J(il ai^pbcMtHHis were niovtrd 
m Mridi.is, priiK'ii>HJ Ms^tons court on 
I Ix hah ol M iiH*inlH*rs ciliriir mKfHiil 
I leiiMKis. iIh* Kovemrm'ni decKied lo 
j biHik iln>tu under IIh* NSA. Nov. Oh* 
(.TTK unit iieiil noi In* tirmluced be lore 
a miikiisitatc (or ihuv iiHutlh :iihI, 
suhjui l<i m approval hy a revww 
I conn I lit lee, oiulil even be kK'ked up lor 
I II wliok* \eai. But the LTl‘E supimtlers 
«inu Mip 11 le 'l a roll Nadu |h >bl hiai is arc m A 
(lisheatictu'ii TIh* Hravidu Ku^hApani 
iMKi lie<iik(uartcT<'sceri’lary KAlil'iMai* 
iiuiuii.in Ins fikd a A,vb<vis <T»ipi« peli 
lion tn I he Mailrns nil'll UHin. 

Hie ITI K. the iMrlMioncr eliiir^d. 
has lH*i*n smok'd out for h.irsh treatiiK'iit 
hy IN'li<»veniUH‘ii 1 ol Iixiui IM'cause the 
Kioiij) rWusecI lo endorse IIh* (iKkoSn 
Lankan <ucord and also refuted iIk* 
elk'll >{<''' li'M'lkti apainsi it \yy l*nnK* 
j MinisU'f Hiiju (iaiulhi H+Hk consequeitlly 
i»ok*i*vii iheir <lelcTi1ion. How could 
these nu n In* dei.iiru j for not posses- 
siiui valid diH'unienis when they were 
allowed ic sUy hero f<*t the last five 
>v;u », I ’<v M iinindran qiK‘nc<L 

j tin* NSA detenium id the l.TTE 
! .jdies niuv Nive its poliiH'al fallout in 
I Madras hut lYjihhakaran nnw finds him- 
s( [| Ml .1 iipht s|K>t. Now* thill his men are 
under di'ionlion, the intcIliKerxe agen- 
! en*s will do • heir U St to extract informa- 
' tioo iihr*iii Uu’ Tigers' foreign links and 
' ilir ^<hi,real>(»uts ol tlu'ir suprenio And 
>1 lilt Il'KK I** piovided with the dues, it 
i ..ui\ not Iw knig before it succwls m 
buupiig Us pn/r catch: Velupitlai 
l^abluikdran. 

R. 6ha|w«n SiAgh/Matfra* 


I A save Urdu movement 
: launched in Hyderabad 
i threatens to become a major 
agitation 

N *r, Kiiniii K;)o would d<» 

hvN In take «i lew |i|is 
finm Jvoli Ikisu. M'hile 
the Marxist chK*l niuiister 
of Wt'Sl Bengni Ciiii lake n 
easv nr»K ilwi lli4* tcu* 
iKius Ihirkhaland khui* 
luv N*(*u rennhed lo cvcr\iHH**s satis* 
l.wtHMi. N'l'K faces the* ilirvai of a 
(forkhakind'like agitaiKM cnipiing nghi 
in IhtkralMd. J'N* wiiming caaiw In Hit 
Ml’ Sultan SabiKMih Ovraiisi n( the 
Majhs 11 t eliadui * e • M us|itiM*i*n IM1M1 
Hh* MIM lina)etH*d a sivc Brdu 
moMiiHiit tSI'Mi tliriv iiHuitlis ago lo 
IHolesi rfgaiiKl, wtui It t.ilK, tin* "dv * 
IiIh*t.iU* iH'gkHl of I'nhi In* ilw N'I'K 
g<ivi*n 0 m*iir. Inii&ilh iIh* respiHiH' In 
ilh* mmeiiK'm W'as km •!«'>' Nil on \ 
AuGiM wiicik a massive i alls was iiiKJer 
tiikrn iKMii iIh* k hiimiiiiiir m iN* state 
AsmtiiNv m lleJer.itiiid. i 1 drew* a 
treineiidtHJs response. It w*as rN'ii I Nil 
tN* imivcnKnt's leadi*rs jsswtl an uhi* 
niiitisii Lo the NTN govc*ninHiii to 
"Trs'ogttise iTdu as the sc’^nhI <inf<*i.»l 
liiiigiMgr or lact*anmlenstfiedafc!<LdHin**. 
TN* gewenunent. they vliarged, lus 

N.T. Rama Rae: imtfw Hr* 




adopted an ’*HiUi*Muslim nnd anlLl^rdtr 
stand aimed at "destroying the ideality 
<if Muslims". 

Nwin iN' Trdu nuivenienl wos diaw> 
mg Aik I nan eserv piHiliial |air1y except 
1N' k'oiigiessth. Saul Bhaiativii Jiniiila 
(NitvN (llJLi M. Wnk.iMh Naidu, 
*''IN*r<' rs iHisulisUiKV lofhis deiii.inrt." 
.And aNHit IN* tacit supihjtI iNit roiiner 
NhiM' niini'sin K. I’rahkikar KerkK of 
the kongi ess h.KvxIi'ntk’d to the iilov*e* 
ilH'iil. Ik' iisketl. wluil had the Ouigless 
done lo promote I'rdu during its 
R'gmie.' 

But the MIM IS determined To inten* 
aify Its sgitstiem in this month when the 
ti.'iiH'sh I*estival will N* cek*hraied. As 
|Mrt of Us siive (Irdu pi<tgniniiiic. the 
k'iidi'rs Nivc decidc'd («» suhinit .ill pele 
tKin<, applicaiKKU. and CMinpl.iinls lo ilu 
police and oiNr govermiK'iu esiahljv|i. 
im*nts in Urdu Moreover. (Iiey will 
de niaiid all o< k i m hv I rd gei nei 1 1 s a nd 
atiesiaiMHN III Urdu. 

And w liiitVnviit*. iN* Noad TransiMUt 
CorpoTHthHi's fK'Ri hus< s and official 
xign*boards m I iv'dtrabiHl will hiut' an 
addrls»nal bnt* in l^ftln. hesick'S the 
cuslomarx* Telugu and Kuglisli signs, if 
the leaders carry luit Their thretit nf 
painting on Urdu signs. They also pliiii In 
meet tN* iTime Miriistvi and th^position 
leaders lo apprise them of iN* prtiblem. 

TN* Mu^lun^ an Jigiialed by tlw 
Tehigu Uewm I’arty's uct of tuerndmg 
(he Ruaraolee* eninured lo Ifrdu* 
speaking people in (id No. 472 uf 4 July, 
11177 through iN* pnamilgaimn d GO 
No. 27:i <in fj May. iHKi*. 'IT>e new 
order, the Sl'M leaders mainiain. 
ts counter to the spirit of the 1977 
GU. 1Vy also allege that the Ufficial 
Language Cnmmissvm's clwinnan, N. 
KrshnAmacliarva, has often declared 






90lOft 

(hat hi' !R itmimilti'tf 1" ponwHiiw IVhi* 
K,u. a 1 the a)*\ <if Vnhi. wiili \\w 
c»Hlcn'«ihU* UHtd^e <if rlhnii»lMH! IvniAhh 
loUllv. 

Alfirnx'd hv iIk- stiiiiu- Liki't! hv Uk* 

MunIiih K'>«kr^, ih<* Nik riiww rt- 
vnkrdtk c(iii!(f>v» rswl liU No, iT.iaiid 
iiiMivil a nrw t>rOi’r iNn. .171) i^flcrmc 
Urdu, .1 rriEKm>il 

l9nK’'uui lu hi use*.! hy ihi’ stvrrUtruti. 
4ur1i(iiir\ and th(' jiiiiuiii^triihvr 
xh f', NTk [MfT sad m the A>winl>*y, 
'Vui: hniuJrvd primnrv w'llh 

Urdu tlv niHiLini "I tsIikulHxi wt*r<‘ 
sainiKrtkd rtncmiv, Urdu » Ihc 5*'it*od 
luiii!uum' uved lor .hi* rciTuitiiK’m of 
tfUT’.L'UiiJ and non ir^ti'ltr.l offni^'i. \iiy> 
nK" us*’d in hciwiin ' 

disirui nitiies. m co:iriH» ap.iit from | 

issiiinu li'iKicrM, ond ir> notKi s by | 

vannoj. KtA'i’niiiN.'iii dt'p.irinK’i>is " 

Bui tiK' SUM k’a<kT« iirv univillin)j (ii 
lx :ippi';i^4 fi. Owainii dismissed I hr 
iirAr ri'Vnkiiur < iU No. I^TIJ a> a jAn I . 
“kxakcn thi' Urdu aeiiMBf>n ml inisk*afl 
thr public into tx lii vlru; ili;it NTK ib Hr j 
srtvjour of the L riiu bn>iu;t*!i'ITryarr* | 
now dc'iiwiitdins iliul an expert im ilr ' 
Urdu kin^KC Ir appcxnti^ ms ixy* \ 
chairman uf the Officutl Lanj^iHKC Com* | 
mission. Ax hir ihe <k*mar)d n( amending , 
ihf Officml LaniO>aK«^ Act. (tut forward . 
by MIM MLA, Mohd Anianulh Khan. ; 
N'{'K declared that Ihe issue wiH be 
examined. JIui ai ihe same lime he ^h1. 
“My ^loverniiieni hebeves that the three 
languaK^ lurmula is the best puIxT and 
has adopted Hindi. Telu^u and Kmdish 
accyrdifily," NMieiher NI K will suc¬ 
cumb to pressure and adopt m fuunh 
language remains to be seen. 

Mulrundan C. Menen/SfyiieMted 
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Monsoon 

blues 




'4»V. 


With (he onset of the rains, 
the Congress' politics of 
drought is rendered 
irrelevant 

A good monsoon, espe¬ 
cially after a spell n( 
drot^t. ts expected to 
bnift cheer to the rul^ 
party. Or so the pobtical 
axiom goes. Hut the 
Unes and the axioms are 
fast changmg. Even m the politkally 
stodgy stale of K^sthan. This year's 


I 


And his statement could prove 
prc^tic. For. in Rajasthan, as in most 
Hindi speaktf^ states, perhaps the most 
crudal segnteni of tie pcAbcal hiervehy 
is the middle-leve! functionary. He is the 
key. the criucal liaison between the 
masses and the top-level cunglomeraie 
of party bosses. This extremely heter¬ 
ogenous middle-level group is composed 

rural power brokers, middlemen of all 
types, rich farmers, traditional land- 
Ms. and the khad^d neo-Brahmins. 
They are the first to sense which way 
(he masses mighi swing and they are the 
real kingmakers. And it is this segment 
whkh in Ra;asthan is fast growing disen¬ 
chanted with the ruling party. 

'Hie news has spread to the Opposi¬ 
tion's highest echekms in the state and 
has sireiigt boned the leaders' will to be 
united. '*Jji Kajastlian every political 
party has leabsed that ihcy can form the 


moTLSoon. coming after (hree censecu- 
(ive years of drought, night have 
brought the smiles back to (he sUte's 
{aimers but it H generating no euphe^ 
for the KMSthan Congressfl). 

The Kajnthani peasants. Thakur and 
Rajput, seem to have begun to question 
the lack of lo^ nvulved in equating 
good times with the Congressd). (n fad. | 

if anything, the events of the past 41 ] 
years have made indeliUe the party's 
assodataoii with the politics of disaster. 
drought and fimme. Today, Ra)asthan'8 
younger voters and aspiring peasants 
want more than rebef. Besidei. says a 
middle-level Congress functionary. 
‘This year's monaow have atmosi 
11 ^ our party grelevant" 


next government if they are united and 
there is nu ^'ote-spl^tting.”'UJys veteran 
BJP leader and former chief minister 
Bhaimn Singh Sekhawat. "Whatever 
comes, seat ^siment in the next 
Assembly elections is a certainly, ” The 
fact that slate leaders (ike Sekhawat 
have committed themselves to electoral 
achustments even before the naUonal 
level leadership of Oppositxm parties 
have finakaed Che issue is indicative of 
the extent of the Rajasthan Opposition's 
confidence. 

Apart from acquiring conSdence. the 
state's Oppoaitaofl leaders have also 
learnt their pcbticeJ leaaona. In Decem¬ 
ber 19 S 4 . a divided (^poaition fou^t 
the Congreisd) Miy to lose lU of ^ 
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states 2S Lnk Sabha seats. Three 
months later, they hastily formed a son 
of ciuilitvin and the resists were drama¬ 
tic. Kven without an anti-Congress 
swinR. the Opposition captured as many 
as 85 of the stale’s 'M Asambly seats, 
bjuly ihts year, the lolly of frajcmenta* 
tion was ajtain brought home. In 
(nanpular contests—Involving the Con* 
grvss(l), KjP and the Janata-Lok DaJ 
combme—for tlw Pah Lok Sabhaand the 
Khetin Assembly seats, the Congress 
sailed thnnigh. Rather than pointing to 
good limes lor the Congress, the two 
byeteciions are more a pointer to the 
Opposition’s strength. 

Most (Jppiisilion leaders have seen 
the point and are in no mood to see their 
electoral chances wrecked by the power 
games of their bosses at the national 
level. Nathurani Mirdha, the R^sthan 
Lok Dal leader, for mscance, was 
squarely snubbed by his party legisUton 
when )k tried to prevent them ft*om 
attending Devi Lal'i unity convention 
held m New Delhi in August. 

Eve^ political indicator in Rajasthan 
is shifting in favour of the Opposition. In 
the recent pancha vaf elections, the sue* 
cess of the Opposition in wresting four 
out of the stale’s 27 districts is consi¬ 
dered a remarkable feat. Since Inde¬ 
pendence, only once before—that too 1$ 
years ago—had the Congress lost a 
single district coundL Moreover, this 
time the Congress had coerced, c^ioled 
and bribed tte arpi/tchs (village lead¬ 
ers), who have no official party af^- 
tiona. (0 vote for Coreas candidatei 
for higher level positions. Despite afl 
this, the Opposition made history at the 
pancheytt level. 

Why the drift aviray from t)tf Congrea- 
s(l) is difficult to expUm. Before and 
corruption is an issue only among the 
politk^y active Jat popidatkeis of north¬ 
ern Ri^sthan. Ihe majority of Rajastha¬ 
ni peasants do not appear to have 
developed a sudden inti^thy for Rajiv 
Gandhi. The reasons lie dsewhere. Part 
of the answer is the new-found prosper¬ 
ity, and now the good monsoons, that 
are fast rendering the Congress 
irrelevant 

In the newty pro^roua consdtueo- 
oes adjoining the EUjasthan Canal, start¬ 
ing fr^ Ganganagar. Hanurnangarh. 
Suraijprh to Lunakaranagar, pyaudi and 
Jaisalmer, the electonte hat swung 
away from the Congress. Similarly, in 
Che aghcufttiraUy prosperous areas of 
Alwar, Bharatpur and Churu. the Con¬ 
gress has largely been written off a^ it 
seems that good times and the CongrM- 
9(1) no longer go together. For the ruling 
panv it truly never rains, it pours 
troubles. 









Taking on the 
cooperative mafia 



The government orders the 
supersession of three apex 
cooperative bodies 

Rich, powerful and in¬ 
vincible. That was what 
the cooperative bosses of 
the thr^ apex bodies in 
the state—Bihar Coop¬ 
erative Marketing Utwn 
(BISCOMAUN). Land 
Devekipment Bank (LOB) and Bihar 
State Cooperative Bank (BSCB)—were 
considered to be. And for years they 
preserved tin image tiD on 31 July the 
govern men t decided to stgiersede them 
and unmask thdr. cenn^t deeds. 
So, when CM Bhagwat Jha Asad 
announc e d the superseseion order at a 
press coderence, it came as a shock to 
the Congreiw poiiicans wbo headed the 
three orgaruatians-'TapeshwarSmgh of 
BISCOMAUN, N. K. Seigh of BSCB and 
Relo Singh of LDB. 

The frra ^ex boifies have been the 
source of many a scandal: Ttpeihwar 
Sin^ has been accused of defrauding 
Carmers; and aO three institutions have 
degenerated into centres of naamanage- 
meat, comption and nepotism. In het 
it was on Oie reconvneodation of the 
registrar of cooperative societies that 
Asad decided to act. Besides. Rei 
Kumar Singh—who later took over u 
the managir^ dfrector of BISCCMAUN 


soon after the supersession order—had 
made some startling revelations about 
the extent of (nancial irregulanties with¬ 
in the organisition. \^ile BISCO* 
MAUN*s management allegedly juggled 
the Kcount books to show a profit of Rs 
40.25 lakhs during the financial years 
1970-ao, 80-81 and 81-82, the auditors 
found that the organisation had. in real¬ 
ity. VKurred a net foil of Rs 26.31 
crores. In the flawing two financial 
years. 1982-83 and 1983-84. the man- 
! agement had allegedly tampered with 
the records to scale down Its losses from 
Rs 70.45 crores to Rs 41.51 crores. 

The LDB’s sccount books too reveal 
an intTKate tale of lies: the bank which 
grams long-term loins to farmers had 
inflated its loan recovery rate from 22 
per cent to 88 per cent. According to (he 
sudit^i' report, the bank could recover 
onty Rs 29 oxres against its target of Rs 
131 crores. And to celebrate this 
I "adsevement’*. it rewarded its func- 
tionariea with out-of-tun promotions. 
The bank also extended undue frvours 
to a tractor agen^ by exceeding the 
prescribed credit limit q( Rs 3.6 crores 
and charging an interest of only 12.5 per 
cent agunst the nomal rate of 14 per 
cent. 

The Bihar State Cooperative Bank 
(BSCB) too did not lag behind in manlpu- 
frting figures and committing irregu^- 
itiek T&body turned around itil^ of 
Rs 1.71 crore s to show a profit of Ri 
83.15 lakhs. Nepotian and corruption 
also reigned supreme here and Biiender 
‘ " ““ vm*** ^1# 









conOuelM py pacip* 
efnelpip In Nnplwl; 
(inMi) 6h«tt*charfl: 
dtiMOlao eftprgM 


Charges, counter-chaises 


(From lff» tlft.lMoA. TopotNtar 
m 4 Rofo lingli: and of «A ero; (inMti 
ifio^wai ^ AMd: atom action 

Kumar (rautam. Tapeshw^ir Singh's 
nephew, whci had been appointed n9 a 
clerk a few years ago. was given ptomo 
tions and made deputy nianaptnR 
director. 

The government's supersession order 
has be^ foUoweri up by a senes uf 
remedial actions: R.K. Siiigh, 
who IS the managing director of HISCO' 
MACNi forced ii.D. Mishra to hand in 
Ha resignation. Mislira. who has retired 
as the additional d»ihci magistrate, is 
widely suspected to be responsible for 
covenng up the bodies' financial irregu* 
larities. In another move, ^^ngh ordered 
all officials wIk) had been with the 
BISCOMAUN for more than ^hree years 
to return to their parent Cidres, P.K. 
Basu. who Is at the helm ;)ow in U)B, 
has demanded that aH documents related 
to the Rs 4(hcrore farm equipment 
supply scandal be examined. Many offi* 
ciiJs against vrhom there are charges of 
misappropnaUon of funds are likely to be 
suspended. 

But once the cooperative mafia bos- 
aes got over the sh^k, they set about 
challenging the government's superses¬ 
sion order and when on 24 August their 
writ petitions were julmitted by a divi* 
Sion bench, there was jubilation in their 
camps. Meanwhile. Jagannath Miahra’s 
si^I^ers have wrirten to the Prime 
Minister alleging that the state govern¬ 
ment had deliberately avoided serving a 
showcause notice before passing the 
supersession order. Tapeshwar Singh 
has vowed to make Bhagwat Jha Aa^ 
pay for hia action. And it seems aa if the 
dUaidence activity in the state Congres- 
t(t} ia likely to get a boost if Singh and 
hla miniOAs decide to joD the diisidenta 
In order to spite Aa^. 


An IAS officer is accused, 
among other things, of 
abduction and attempted 
rape. Is he being framed? 

Nothing seBs likr Ksndal. 
And nulhmg is as damag¬ 
ing for the rcpuiaikm uf 
an upright bureaucrat 
whose sterling track- 
record is the p(^ of his 
peers and subordinates 
alike. TV news that Kamesh lUiai- 
tai'harp. addiiKNtal I'oBetKir hir cuKioins 
and central excKc. ixirih casi Indu. Iiad 
been charged of abdu« tier and aitemp- 
ted rape and later accused of cnmirul 
tfespa.is iniu a magistrate's chamber, 
was Minn pkked up by the newspapers 
in (•uwahdti and was the talk d the town 
in Shilfnng where he is based. 

In a complaint 
filed on 27 May be¬ 
fore the speoal judi¬ 
cial magistrate. 

Guwahati. G.K. 

Changniai» a stu¬ 
dent. Hadhubata 
Baishya. alleged that 
on the eveiwigof 17 
Mav while she was 
waiting for a bus, a 
stranger offered her 
a bft. But instead of 
droppmg her off at 
her destination, thh 
man directed the 
jeep to a different 
location, asked has 
driver to get off and 
took the 

vehicle to a deserted spot where he 
attempted to rape her. just then a truck, 
with ns heaAghts oa came towards the 
car and he abandoned his intention of 
raping her. said Madhubab. Bhattachaiji 
thw direi.*ted his dnver to dmp her 
home and it was from hini that ih*: leami 
about the stranger's identity. 

On the basis of her complaint. Chang- 
rmi. who was to pby a crucial and 
controversid role in the ending drama, 
issued a non bailable warrant of arrest 

against him but Bhattacharii was 
evidently tipped off by the police. He 
appbed for anticipatory bail in Shilking. 

case, he said, was "falmted and 
designed to defame him" IV court 
granted him bail on the condition that he 
appeared before the judicial magistraie 

on 6 June. 


BlvitUthar)! uuiiU'imcd ih.ii tin ihi* 
day :irvl at tin* time wlum lu‘ wti> 
Fupposc'd lo have MarlhtihaU. 

he wii& confciTing with twii Calcutta- 
based lawyer?:, a 90 ?wm juiiit secretary 
friHti the tHuon nnan<i‘ iiiiin:ury and 
other custunib uffioials at the Indian Oil 
guest house in Cuwahati. All these 
people, iiKidentallv, have ccMifinned 

KhatUtchaoi'^ 

Hut I'Videntlv. there was more I rouble 
in store lor lilvuiachnni h June, lie 
appeared Vforc ih<* rcAut wVre ilte 
Mvond «Ht of the drauu TtHik place. 
ChangTiMi alk-geil th.ir the guveniment 
oirHial hifciljly enti-rcfl his chanihur. 
snatched a copy ol Ike |n iiii'>n filed by 
Madhubab aiHl tliie.'iU iied to u'-anult 
him. Chnngnbii thru flu'll iwn cases 
agairivi luin and i«mi* J ,ni ai rr’<i warrant 
agninsi him. Ag.iiu lih.iltaihaiii secured 
Hill Hip;nori' bail this linH* fT<im ihc 
tfuwahati High t oun. Chanipnai, m his 
itfficial capscity, bxik cognisnm'e of this 


and sentenced him to two days* simple 
imprisonment for ahsc'^fiding from fhe 
court after committing ihe alleged 
crime. 

Hhatuchaoi movctl titc sessions court 
against Changmai's order in which he 
matuuinvd that the charge* of snatching 
away the complaint was "false*' as he had 
Changmai'b permissioii to peruse it. His 
only "fauh", he claimed, was that he had 









taken the complaint rutskte the room so 
that ha would not be disturbed whfle 
readinjt H. He also maimatr>ed that <ar 
from absconding, as charged by Chang* 
mai, he and his advocate were Resent in 
the court at the next appointed time 
given by the nugistraic. 

What then is the truth? As the chief 
judicial magistrate of Guwahalt. M.M. 
Sarkar. pointed out vrlule diarrussing the 
charges of abduction and attempted rape 
levelled against Hhatlachani. "Ilie case 
is shrouded in mystery besides being a 
device to harass a semur officer by some 
iniereKted persons." And who are these 
"interested persons"? Could it be that 
bhatlacharji's long'Standing feud with 
the Delhi Wsed cigarette giant, Golden 
1'obacco ConvMiny (GTC).> had landed 
him in such a pi^icamem? In November 
19A7. Hhalt achat)! had taken on the 
GTC when he expoaed excise evasion 
by the company to the tune U 'Rs 1 



fide# emdaM eetie heroin m 0»nioam 
under ttwHiietierP’s supervliMn 

(Tore. G1'C was served a showcause 
Twiice by Dhattacharji but when its 
officials did not heed his caB on two 
occaskins. he moved the Calcutta High 
Court. Last April, the court directed 
G1'C to apear before Bhattacharii on 24. 
25 or 26 May but GTC ignored it once 
again, k was soon after that Bhaitachar* 
jt's o«m problems began. 

The (tTC's lawyers tried to capilahse 
on Hhatta('har)i*s troubles and moved the 
Calcutta High Court tor an adjournment 
of the contempt case. Otk uf the 
grounds in iheir petition was that since 
Bhattacharji himself faced a series of 
criminal diarges. the court should disre* 
gard any allegations made by sudi a 
person. The court uismissed the petition 
but the GTC has appealed to a division 
bench against the court's judgement and 
the legal tussle promises to take its 
long* winding course. As for Bhaiiachar' 
ji. an unfavourable verdict on the iwu 
other cnnimal cases against him could 
ruin his su far brlDiani career. 

IlMiMta IUinaaeshww<Wii « tM tf 


Benevolence or 
interference? 





Devi Lai's offer to help the 
government complete a road 
project irks slate 
Congressmen 

Whai was the self- 
appointed mesfiah of 
Opposition unity. Oevi 
L^. doing in Kapur? If 
(he Lok IM IS to be 
believed, he was only 
helping out the local admi- 
mstralkm by donatmg Kh & bkhs so that 
it could complete its King Koad project. 
On the (rther hand, if the Congressfll 
ntobebebeved. DcviLel was bent on 
nuking trouble for the Conj^essfl) gov* 
emment by interfering in its affairs. 

Ihe genesis of the (xmiros^ersy lies in 
(he iKMXompletion of the King K(«d it 
Kaipur. Kor nearly a decade now, the 
King Koad pn9e<l—which would on its 
cunipleiHin divert heavy irarTic from the 
mam thoroughfares of the (own and 
thereby prevent a lot of accidents—has 
been progressing at an abysmally slow 
pece. Congressmen complain that empty 
coffers have retarded the project's prog¬ 
ress while residents take to (he streets 
every lime there is a death fodowing a 
road accidem. Only last month, (he 
residents caBed a Kaipw bandh and 
effigies ot the local Congress leaders 
were burned whde Keyur Khushan, a 
Congress! I) MP. was manhandled by 
molte after a rued accidenu 

To placate the agiuted people. PWD 
minister. B.K. Ya^. declared on 3 
August (hat if the constnicliun work was 
nrg speedily compleled and other roads 
in the city repaired wktan 15 days, the 
concerned PWl) ofbcials would it sus¬ 
pended. He promised to return in 15 
days and diuck up on (he progress of 
work done. The deaAne came and vvent 
but there was no sign of Yadav. *nie 
PWI> too. was mg perturbed by Yadav's 
threats and work contaiued at its usual 
tackadaisicai pace. 

When Devi Lsl visited Kaipur on 18 
August, the King Koad incident was stil 
fresh in (he mods of tha people and not 
one In lose an opportunity the 
Chatidhary expressed his concern about 
(lie state of affairs at a publie rally 
ieeimMfd by the stale imit of (he Lok 
Hal. MYien someone m the audience 
demanded that Devi Ud donate Ks 2 


bkhs for the prey's completion, lie 
was ready with his rei^y: UW Haryana 
exchequer would contribute Rs 5 lakhs 
for the preset but on the condition that 
\ the workers' daily wages were raised to 
Rs 19.25. He also used the opportunity 
to castigate the Madhya Pradesh guv* 
emmeru for not resptmding to his earlier 
offer of remitting Ks 1 lakh for the 
cleaning-up of the Sagar tank. 

Ihe Haryana chief minister who has 
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been tounnK the state extensively was 
presented with purses of Ks ] iakii eadi 
at bhind. Indure and Jabalpur and Ks Z 
lakhs at Sagar Devi Lai, in return, 
contributed equal amounts to the Lott 
Daf units in these cities so that they 
could increase the “people s awareness" 
before the elections. The Lok Dal uruts 
now prupose to present Devi Lai with a 
sum of Ks 25 to 30 lakhs before the 
elealons. 

Evidently, the C^mizressd) is not too 
happy about Devi LaVs jtesturr of donat* 
init lor the Rins No^ prt^ect artd 
suspects that A Is only a ploy to wuo the 
electorate. Mohan Lai Chnudbury. 
jKnera!-secretary. PCC(I), and Kadhe 
Shyam hharms. ^>lh trusted lieutenants 
of Arjun binjjh have been the kiudest 
critics of Devi Lai's populist jtestures m 
Ml*. TItey have evenchartii^ t>evi LaJ 
of plottinp to overthrow the Anun Sintd) 
repme by ret kleaaly spendinx mirwy 
frcmi the Haryana jtoveinment's kilty. 

The Haryana chi^ ennester. on the 
other Ivind. feels (hat it is his duty ir> 
lielp people in other stales especial!)’ as 
he has been able to amass a sum of Ks 
t.f) cr<M’e. courtesy, the donations of the 
people of Haryana. Kaqhu 'I'hakur. cbef 
of the Lok Dili’s state unit claimed that 
Devi Lai's coninburion was a noble 
flcsture atul as f<rr (h<.> fears of the 
CungressD) that Devi Lai would over¬ 
throw the .\r}M bint(h reinme. hr said. 
“It is (lurduty luoust the ituvernment in 
this stale." 

M.V. Hhur^llafpwr 




A tale of two agitations 


Thf Congrfss(l) counters the 
Left Front's cali for a rail 
roko with a rasta roko. 
Result: chaos 

The rivalry between the 
Left Front and Congres- 
t(I) took a bizarre turn on 
25 August. dvNAs. ni 
rokos and nsfa rokf*$ 
being (he favourite forms 
of pro(e*( of both parties 
in the slate, (he Front dedared that it 
would organise a rtf nko tfuch would 
begn at 4 am and end at noon to protest 
against the “stepmotherly treatment 
meted om to West Ben^ by (he 
Centre". No sooner had the Front made 
the annotfKement L2ian came atother 
one. this time from the Congress lead- 
ersl^: a rasta rcko would be organised 
by the Congrcs4(l} to protest against the 
Front- sp on s ored rtf roko on the same 
day! 

Predietkins c4 cteshes and chaos in 
Cafcuoa and other parts of West Bengal 
were borne out is wodeers of 
parties confuted to disrt^ the other's 
agitation. In the Left Fretf’s rtf 
mko started fnr hours ahead of sdte- 
dide as its supporters squatted on the 
tncks from midni^ throwing the ni- 
way authorities' pbos out of gear. They 
had even been assired by die state daef 
secretary RaUin Sengupta that north 
RAar Aramd trtftt WOUM bS sSoved tO 

leave bete 4 an but. as ft.D. Kitsoa 
general manager. Eastern Kadwiy.ssid. 
“Obwnafy the wrh of the state govern¬ 
ment did not nm despite asnirwice s ." 
The resuk: services of the Eastern as 


well as South-Ewtem 'Railways were 
widely affocted. 

TtB 6 am. it was the Front's workers 
who managed to cause chaos and com¬ 
motion and after that the Conmssfl) 
supporters got in on the act. Ai they set 

blocksdes and brought trafllc to a halt 
on many of Calcutta's mfoor thorough- 
brn, the Left Front’s supporters tried 
every tridt in the book to ensure that 
the Congress' rests nko ended in fai¬ 
lure. 

In Jadavpur. the Congressd) MP. 
Miss Mamsta Banenee was attacked 
along with Congress coundOor. Sobhan 
Chatterjee, and nine others by CPKM) 
activists. At Cossipore, Ksshbehiri 
Avenue and other platts in the dty. the 
pobce resorted to iattu charges to dis¬ 
perse the Congress wodeers. And they 
were ably assisted by the CPKM) activ¬ 
ists while in other places, the pobce 
looked on as rival party workers 
dashed. Altogether S50 Congressmen 
nchiding Saugati Roy. MLA. and the 
state Youth Coigrets president Pradyut 
Cuba were arrested. 

But by noon it was all over as the Left 
Fr^'s raF redro was abandoned, as per 
schedule, and there was. therefore, no 
reason for the Congress to continue with 
iu nsu roko. two parties had. 
however, in their zeal to outdo each 
other, left behind a Crtf of destruction: 
three buses were set on 6re and the 
clashes that en^ed between their «ig>- 
paters had disn^ted traffic compietdy. 
But at the end of it aO, thedaefmrotei 
could only say. "It speaks of their (the 
Con^tresemen's) evil desist and the 
political party's intent to create cIm in 
(he name of 
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RAILWAY PROJECTS 


On an international track 


IRCON and RITES have made their presence stror^y felt in foreign counties 


I t a 4n impre^ive track record to My 
the least A bttle over ten yean ago 
the Indian Railwava deaded to 
braix h out into the mienutMcu] market* 
(ter Since then the Indian Railway 
CnnitAJCUun Company (IRCON) and 
Rail India Technical and Economic Ser* 
Mcei (KITE^). the two cccnpaniea sec 
up by the railwAys. have made their 
preM.*iKe feh across the globe in coun* 
tries as tar apan as Malaysia and Mex* 
KO IKLON has built hijdt speed raitwav 
tracks m lrao» rail wurksh^s m baudi 
Arabu and Joi dan and bndges in Nepal 
KITES has tun rail netwu^s m Afrxa 
and the Middle East 
both companies have persevered 
against odds. IRCON was one of the few 
cocnpsmes which did not pull out of Iraq 
despite the long'drawn^out war with 
Iran. In 1985 the company fimsbed work 
on the Rs 48*(Tore Saiywa high*speed 
fane bang on schedule Undeterred by 
the worsening conditions, the companv 
took on a second contract worth Rs 133 
crores Throui^iout. it had to put up 
with all kmds of natural and mannade 
adversities At one stage its camp was 
used by Iraq to house evacuees from the 
country's b^bed*out aCics 
RITES has also weathered its storms 
It also stuck It out m Iraq and now has a 
giant $145 million contract for the opera* 

A visdwM lor a ni9n*epMeuMa. 
tewwUsaPiiaM future 


tions management of the dOCMon Ba^* 
dad'Hsaiba fane. RJTRS las ako made 
ns mark n Afno-^ helped the Znteb* 
weans to put their rad network back on 
Che road again.soon after independence 
It h» also run rad networks in countnei 
like Nigena and Moaambiw. 

Both enmpift e a have a targe order 
bix^ and IRCON hu projects n nme 
countnes Amongst th^ are 
a Consimctm of a high*speed teanch 
Ime in Iraq The prcsect. worth Rs 133 
irores. was flnuhed 6ve days ahead of 
schedule 

e A ^4011 radway hne at Beiaaaf m 
Algeru The prot^t is worth Rs 61 
crore» and was one of the most dtfRcuh 
ones undertaken by (RCON as it ki* 
volved the CDAStrucuon of sot giant 
vtiducts The biggest was 69 metres 

high. 

• A rad mamtenince workshop ac Dam- 
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mam. Saudi Araba The project a worth 
Ra 20 crores IRCON is also buddmg a 
raihvay maintenance workshop m jordan 
worth Rs $ crores 

# Seven tmdgei m Nepal on the Buganj* 
Kathmandu hiahway The total project 
oost II Ra 3 1 crores 

• A conaete sleeper plant in Bang¬ 
ladesh which wid cost over Ka 27 
crores Over the years ii has executed 
71 prefects in 27 differen coumnes 

RlTEb has also been sinking out 
successhifly Over the years it has 
executed 71 projects in 27 different 
countnes This year it wdl almost double 
Its turnover by caking on the giant Iraqi 
prefect Apart from that, it has earned 
afaimt $5 nullion each year from its 
consultancy work in 2!imbabwv It has 
done simlar work m Algeria, Nigeria and 
Motambque 

More important, both rompames are 
stesddv pKking up new contracts and , 
adding to their reputations as they go 
akmg IRCON is hoping to get the 
contract to build a thermal power station 
m Sudan It has recently clinched a Rs ' 
35<rort railway electnbration contract 
n Turkey. Says minster of state for 
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railways Madhavrao Scmha: "it is pani* 
cularly diffioili to a foothoU in 
countries Hke Turkey whkh are west* 
ward 

RITES, meanwhile, is branching out 
into new areas, it has a turnkey ccmuact 
in Mexico and may also execute a 
contract with the Mexicans in Guatema* 
la. In India, too. it is sivolved in i series 
of new projects including the setting up 
of an electronic aeiial ropeway in 0\^ 
marg which vnB be ready by next year 

B oth the companies are rare birds n 
the pubbc sector in c<ie sense at 
least—they have been growing steadily 
and have consistently shown profits. 
RITES started in 1974 with a turnover 
of Rs 1.64 crores. Us turnover stood at 
Ra 36 crores in 196? *66, and h is hkely 
to double this year. IVofita have also 
risen regularly from Rs 4.S4 crotes tn 
1963-64 to Rs 5.55 cnms m 1987-66. 
IRCGN as a construction company, 
ineviubly shows even higher returns. 
Its turnover was Rs 196 crores m 
1964-65 and it hopes to do even better 
this year. Says IRCON managing direc¬ 
tor K.J. Rane: “No construction com¬ 
pany has such a big turnover. I am not 
using government money." 

In many ways the groWi of the two 
companies has been par^l though they 
have gone their separate ways, when 
bidding for projects abroad. RITES 
which was started m 1974, it now listed 
amongst the top 100 engineering con¬ 
struction companies in the world. 
IRCON has also survived in the face oi 
stiff competition from ocher railway com¬ 
panies across the globe, indudmg the 
Koreans, Che Brasilians, the Chinese 
and the more techiucaJly advanced 
French and the Ciermans. 

The constant growth chart has not 
come easily. Both IRCON and RITES 
have changed strategies rapidly to suit 
the needs oi iKe hour. IRCON. for 
instance, was fnmed to take advantage 
of the Gulf boom. But by the time it won 
its first extract abroad n 1961, the Gulf 
boom was already beginning to peter 
out. RITES has also &ced similar pr^ 
lemi as its maricets in Africa have dried 
up because most countries could not 
afford the foreign exchange for new 
projects. 

The new situation bs led to changed 
taccica. IRCON and RITES bve both 
moved out from being exduaively rad- 
way consultants. RITXS now styles 
itself as a nnsporution consuhint. 
IRCON has recently changed its 
Memmandum of Assodatinn to ensUe H 
to undertake other projects beddes 
railway work. One result of this has 
been its effbts to secure the contract 
fortbeconstnjctionofipower station in 
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Sudan Besides thM. it is malong bridges 
in Nepal and is do^ the preliminary 
work of setting \ip babties for a 
meteorologjcal depaitiiieut projeci in 
Mauritnii. It has also bid for a road 
bidding contract n Baigladesh. 

In India, too, both cemparaes are 
becoming forces to reckon with. A few 
yean ago most of their work was done 
abroad. But in recent yean the Indian 
market hat been growing steadily. Both 
companies now do about 40 per cent of 
their work m the coiaitry. Over the next 
few yean tiai is likely to increase to a 
point where about 60 per cent of their 
w^ wi be .done in tias cowitry. 

RITES, ptfticubirly. but been imder- 
taking large and conyic a ted prefects ri 
this country. When tfw Pborng Ccan- 
misMin warned a survey done on trans- 
.portation needs by 2000 AD it w«5 
RITES which did the study. In addition it 
has designed coal carrying systems for 
half a dosen Natknal Thermil Power 
Corp. super thermal ptvKi. It b now 
involved in deiignng lenilar systema for 
another 15 tbn^ power stations 
axmod the country and wi take part n 
the pfoming work lor IS airpm udach 
are coming up. In addition it a even 
worl^ wHb the state government for 
the coAStructfoo of the new eiectronic 
aertil ropeway m Guhnarg. Says RITES 
tnanagiAg director R. Panb Santhy: 


“We are involved m the latest lechnofo- 
gtes." 

IRCON too, has been making big 
tnroads at home. It bagged the contract 
to budd the Kapurthala coach factory 
which a being completed in a record 24 
months. Besides tha. It is also building 
loco sheds and electnficabon bnes for 
the railways. It is building a nil line from 
Belapur to Panvel for CIPCO and roads 
m Pumab and Maharashtra. 

What IS the secret of succesa of the 
two companies? Inevitably, both of them 
have us^ the advantages offered by 
cheap manpower. Says Scindia: "We 
have highly technical manpower which is 
available for better pnees. Moreover, 
they are prepared to work under any 
conditions.'* 

But there is consideTably more than 
thaL RTI'ES has developed an extreme- 
h; strong reputation in the international 
niarket IRCON. too, has succeeded 
udiere odter Indian constniction c«n- 
panies have foundered. Says Rane: “We 
are time-onented in the r^ays. Also, 
we have lef a commercial culture de¬ 
velop. " 

Whatever the secret of their succesa, 
there is httle doubt that these two 
companies are growing in stren^ and 
they are hkety to keep it that way in the 
foreseeable future. 
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A bull is thrown out 
of the ring 

The Bombay Stock Exchange expels a kadinfi broker for 

excessive speculation 


T he ioveminff board of the Bombay 
Stock Excha^ (BSE) took an un* 
preccdcftted step on 10 August. They 
expelled Ghanshyam Biyan. a broker 
who is one of the biggest speculators on 
Dalai Street, The broking ctxnmunity is 
still reeling under what they think is a 
"bulbsh" act on the pvt of the author* 
ities. and have sent a memorandum to 
the BSE bovd asking them to reconsid* 
er their decision. The board, however, 
is maintaining a dignihed silencei indKat* 
ing a finality about their "unanimous 
draaion" to expel Biyini, At the same 
time, the action of the board is signifi* 
cant because, when it was elected, there 
was a general outcry that it was packed 
with speculators. 

Says M.R. Mayya, the executive 
director of BSE. "It all started in January 
this year." Biyani had been bidding up 
large positions in a dosen scrips. The 
disciplinary action committee which m* 
dudes the president, the executive 
director, the vke*preaident. the seaet* 
a^ and R.K. Daxuwafia. a representa* 
tive of the public, after intensive discus* 
sions on 17 March, asked Biyani to 
reduce his outstandings to manageable 
proportions. At that tvne Biyani had 
reportedly accumulated outstandings 
worth Rs 4 to 5 crorea. Says Mayya. 
"Biyani promised to reduce it but even 
by end June he had not done anything, 
(in the contrary, in settlement after 
settlement, his outstandings increased. 
Meanwhile, the bovd asked him to pay 
the R$ 25 lakhs ad hoc margin but he 
neither paid this amount nor the daily 
mvgins. So, on 19 July, we gave him a 
showcause notice, asking him why ac¬ 
tion should not be taken against him." 



Biyara r^>bed rm 23 July and asked lor a 
month to clear he outstandings, Bui. 
smee til 10 August he took no acikm. 
the governing board teally summoned 
him. At this point biyani promised to 
reduce his outstandings by Rs 5u lakhs 
per setUement, which would have uken 
another six months. The board met 
agaai for a four-hour meeting wHh the 
Reserve Bank nominee also present. It 
was then beaded to expel Biyani be* 
cause seice Mardi. he had refused in fal 
mto liie. 


"Once even the manager, marketing 
openlkma. had to bmg him in physically 
brauae he refused to uxne when he 
was called." si^ Mayya, who also felt 
that, they had no alternative but to take 
the step m the interest of the investing 
pubbe. "Biyani is a terrorist on the 
finandal scene and one has to have a 
modicum oi discipline on the stock 
exdiange. So Iv Biyani has honoured 
his contracts, but if there was even a itn 
per cent fall in the market it could mean 
a loss of R$ one crore," he said. Since 
the confidence the mvestora would 
have been shattered, "we could not take 
a nsk". he added. 

There ia also no question of shielding 
anyone, says the executive director of 
(he sto^ exchange. The latter had been 
accused of shielding Purshottam Kuia, a 
formv board member. An indipant 
Mayya retorted. "We suspended 
Kuia for a month and even c'^ncelled the 
badge of his son. ftuia paid up all his dues 
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and has resigned from the guveminfl 
board. 

However, the prenBiyani brewers teel 
that last year when he was bu)^ up 
outstandings, the stock exchange did not 
take any action, because as they aMege. , 
his purchases had kept the market at a 
reasonably buoyant level At that time 
be was building up Tisco shares. But a 
former member erf the board averred 
that Biyani was cautioned last year too. 
When a broker turns a major speculator, 
he can become like a runaway horse 
because he does not have any hmits. 

Many brokers dte the example the 
king of speculators. Manu Maneck. but 
the auth^ties say that “he (Maneck) 


spreads out his busmess. He has about 
five cards and he suys wiUun fimits. 
Biyani has only one at)d is reckless.'' In 
fad. It is alleged that Maneck turned a 
heavy bear seller and sold some seven 
to eight lakh shares of Rekance Indus¬ 
tries i) (wo days and on 23 August. 
Rekance were bought on spot deKvery 
to save the shares fm going down. Of 
course. Biyan is not out on (he streets. 
He is a heavy speculator in conmodiUes 
too. But efforts are stfl being made to 
get him reinstated orgy to save the face 
of the kvoking .ommuniiy who feel that 
it could be their turn next. 

I Olga Tegfo/fcmfio y 



The ‘foreign’ bazaar 



Se( up by reputriafes, Burma Bazaar is aflounshmg market 

for goods made abroad 


ituUe get customers fonn all over 
TV India, even from Nsfpilaiid. 
Three thousand visitors come to rhe 
bazaar every day. and double that on 
Sundays. We have become a very 
famous market, jusi like an intefnatHniat 
shopping centre.'* 

The pnde in the statement of Mohum* 
med Esoof, a kingpin of the gliaenng 
foreign goods market in Madras, could 
nut be missed After aH who tias nut 
lieard nf Burma Haaaar. lust outside the 
seaport, the place where mk can gft 
any item with a foreign tag iSet up soon 
after Burma began driving out Indian 
nationals in 1964-fi5. the multT*milliun- 
rupee sbopi»ng complex today has 75U 
tiny kiosks spread across three neigh* 
bouhng areas And the bazaar ke^ 
growing with new shops springuig up to 
accommodate the relatives of the origin* 
al Burma repatriates. 

Accordiag to a conservative estimate, 
the bazaar has a turnover of Rs 1.50 
crores a day. Another Rs 1 rrure couU 
easily be added to this figure if one adds 
up the activity in the perfoheral “jtxnts" 
where shady \ 3 r 0 kerfi and middlcTnen 
operate, quite often fleecing the hnu' 
cent tourist looking for a cheap VCR ot a 
two4n-one. 

But Esoof irsisted that there was just 
enou^ for the survival of the KXODtt* 
odd people depending on the bazaar and 
not many have made rt . really big from 
selling smuggled goods to theu wealthy 
clients. 'Since eech shop, measuring ta 


feci bv U»ti fort, or even les^ has at 
k*a5i five pHfincrH.each fellow wuuW be 
liAicv III go IsHTie with a profit of Rs€U a 
d.iy.*' hr 

It was the late Congress chief 
mnusler K. Kanuraj who had first allo¬ 
cated tlwsi' littk’ kiosks t(» «he Hurma 
rr|ulnatrs when they landed m char¬ 
tered Indun ships in their homeland 
Hfier two cent ones. "We came carrymg 
just our perM>na] bekinxEngs and fright¬ 
ened women and waifaig chddren." re¬ 
calls Ksinf. "'Fhe Burmese govenvneni 


had ccAfiscated uur properties nnviunt- 
ing to several million rupe«» '•in Ixt'i the 
entire wealth now in that ixiuntry liad 
once hekinged to the IndiHii settlers 
while the locals unlv formed the cheap 
labour lorct." "(Hie morning. " says 
Bsoof, “we went to open our shops and 
found troops telling us our entire proper¬ 
ty cHiw belonged to tlie slate and \se 
could get kmt. lliat was dav*lighi rob¬ 
bery and we got no compensation. And 
when we left for !ndu. we were alloU’ed 
ti> lake just one sovereign (eiglit gm) of 
gold and Kb 5li per individuril. in addition 
to smw ckithes." 

There were iibout two bkh such 
rvfugcirs wlm came in ships crossing tlw 
turhuVfli Buy nf Bengal and they were 
despatched by the receiving guvemmeni 
(u various refugee camps spread in 
Twnl Nadu. Small dofoa were given and 
:i few among the educiited provided with 
jobs. Hut mosUy, the Burma repatriHies 
were told to fend for t Ix'niseJvea. And 
they did—by setimg up tlw smHlI shops 
whx’h have come to be known as Burma 
Bazaar. 

Today, a tiny three feet by six feet , 
sh^ in Burma Bazaar reportedly com' ' 
nunds a pegdr of Ks <ire lakh, "But 
where are ifw shops to give us psgdi 
like 1hai?"asked Husseinbhai. a trader. 
"Bach sh<»p has gut several partners and 
who will sell It to aiHiiher? Ilesides. we 
have been here for so many years." 

However, some of the Burma repatn* 
ales did sell away space in the* thriNing 
bazaar and nun ed tti a less exciting place 
trading in goods such as iron sersp. 
electrkal goods and sn on. Soiih.- others 
moved to open up Burma Bazaars m 
other towns in I'arnil NatUi. Trichy has a 
busy complex becauH* it is the only town 
in the stale other than Madras whidi tn 
linked to the international a'rpori 4t 
Colombo. 

"In fact, traffic of goods from Singa¬ 
pore landing in Tnchy lias been on the 
iiKrease during the last couple of 
weeks." said a senior cusUims official. 
This folbiwcd the ckimping <4 .><tncler 
vigilance bv his department al (he Mad¬ 
ras srpuri. he said. 

While the customs officials believe 
that most of the Burma Bazaar wares 
cone from abroad and arc brought Into 
Madras by pnifossiunaJ i nmers. Ksoof 
argued that Uiere were about 5.0UIJ 
passengers ciKiimg into India every day 
at the airports and seaports in the 
various centres and they were the major 
suppliers to (he shops al the complex. 
Ato, there were brokers who kept a 
watch at the entry points and 
approached the passengers for buying 
up their baggage, ^ong with the cus* 
toms duty payment biVs. 
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Kevrv? Hank's h'J'S sanction. I'o arrest 
tKis practice, the customs deparimeni 
has nnw miroduced cnmputers for a 
quick cross-check when a suspicious- 
looking character arrives with heavy 
haftrugc. 

The dealers have always found ways 
to drcumveni cuKtciins rcstmtions. If a 
passen^r after a computer cross¬ 
check. K found l4i he carrywi; a lot of 
goods despite his not being eligible for 
FTS. a Slock reply is ihai they were 
gifts from relatives and friends in y>inga- 
pore. Says a cvsinms iifncei, “Jl is not 
possible to check out his relatives in 
Singapore,” adding that as long as the 
crare for imported artalrs exisW. bur- 
tna Hasaat would cuntimie to thrive. 

Even raids have not been of much 
help, A couple of years ago, countrywide 
rai^ were conducted by ihi Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence, Jn Madras, the 
Htmiia Bazaar traders noted and there 
was police fir^, Ever since, customs 
officers are a bit wary about sizing 
goods from the tough-looking traders 
there, 

"What is the pointwailed the cus¬ 
toms spokesman. "We make a big kill, 
but mvirubly there is polilicuil pressure 
to drop the case Over a year ago. 
customs collector Jayaraman was 
assaulted m the airport by a Burma 
Btuar busmesaman. but pressure from 
the Congress^) saw the offender esca^ 
while his beutenant got a year's COKh- 
BOSA term.” x 

But retorta E8oo(;|Th^ fellows are 
not from our Burma repatriate commun¬ 
ity. They are outsiders, who dominated 
the market at that time because of their 
Congresad) clout They are not operat¬ 
ing any more now. And that COFEPO- 
SA convict. Govindan, is stated to be 
absconding, but we see him around quite 
often. Obviouafy. there is a coOusion 
between him and the cops.” 

Esoof is paniculariy sore that the cops 
in the pobce statim "which ia here )u$t 
Kross the road”^ do t>ot take adequate 
action to apprelWnd the brokers and 
anb-sodai elements who cerate akmg 
the bazaar pavement wooing the inno¬ 
cent customer away from the genuine 
troder by promtsinK VCRa and other 
ejgxnaive items at rockbottom prices. 
These customers are then taken to bttle 
rooms in nearby lanes and after being 
made to pay up for a non-existent VCR. 
are made to mn for their lives with the 
operators raising false alarms that cus¬ 
toms ofScers were cMting for a raid, ft 
ia these people, lays Esoof, who give i 
bad name to Burma Bazaar, But busi¬ 
ness goes on at usual in Burma Bazaar, 
(he ffriunts and checks notwithstanding. 


Snoppf S m Vf feuniw BttMr: brisk buSMMe 

It IS unlikely that such private passen¬ 
gers prvkided the whole of tho massive 
stocks kept in eKh of the Burma Bazaar 
kioilkS'there were (he latest electronic 
gadget, the best of textiles, watches 
and travH bags. Any new model in 
Singapore would rsx! its way into this 
hazaar in a matter of days and the 
iliHcemmg among the wealthy local Mar- 
wan and Sindhi clienifSe managed to 
even get their dvxcee marked off fresh 
catalogues and ifmxirted in quick time by 
their favourite shopkeeper. 

"I'he main source of supplies for the 
Burma Bazaar are (he earners (hey 
employ. Usually they pick up unem¬ 
ployed men from the wayside and turn 
them mill earners by danglAg before 
ihi-m a tree trip to Suigapore and a 
ccHipIc' <if hundred rupees for the labour 
of i*arr>*iag the heavy baggage ihr'ugh 
the customs.” said tite customs official. 

However, he* admitted that 90 per 
cent nf thi goods m the bazaar were not 
smuggled m, but imported through nor- 
iniil i:lk;innc'ls. Hut then, usuig such 
proJcsMonal earners is its^elf illegal. So. 
!m)w toukl the gc'vemnien* turn a Wmd 
rve and s;iy most ol all that stuff is fegalf 
We iiasv been trying in stop i his carrier 
business." the ofiVer explained, "There 
ha* 1»ei*n smiK* improvement in recent 
weeks and ilw traffic' on Singapore 
ArrIiiK'S has suffered a drop because nf 
our un»lHught.” 

Ki*f the last fifteen duvs of July, the 
customs dt'iiunnu m hi* ntarted “cniu- 
hi ing those p.tsseiigin- who .ire coming 
^ ram Singapore and su« h otlwr lorsign 


markets loaded with goods, especially if 
they appeared firimi faisc incapable of 
fooung al those bdb themselves. And 
then the entire baggsge ot such a earner 
IS confiscated by the department. 

The Burma ^zaar traders and the 
foreign goods businessmen have tfways 
used unempfoyed men as earners. Their 
tickets vitxikf be bought and even their 
pssspons and visas arranged. The deal¬ 
ers also have their contact men in 
Singapore who make the goods avail- 
abfo'-the payment for whidi is made in 
Indian rupees. They cad this the hawaii 
transaction, meaning (be deal is done 
over hawa (air) writh no written agree¬ 
ments. 

The earners have many passports 
with different names in order to giri the 
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council had actually spiri one positiun 
inui (hrev posts and left the Asian 
deputy teadm witli no power at aH. 
*The need a few token Black 

faces to fil 01 posts and these people 
readly obk^e them." he md angnfy.^ 
Patik who it an 
officer m the natkmal 
Black section n totally 
opposed ro any divi* 

Sion between Asians 
and Afrn-Canbbeaii»^. 

He feds that despite 
the different cultural 
aspects of the Asians 
they need to fiRht 
along with the A^ 

Cambbeans for racial 
unity, ‘^e are Bjditmg 
institutional radsm/' 
saidMwIhav Patil 


EXPATRUTES 


Race to the top 


Asian politicians in Britain have used ethnicity to their advantage, but 
they can 7 get on with Afro-Caribheans or with each other 


W lien It conies to pulitk $. Indi¬ 
ans can never be far bchmd. 
Whether the colour of their 
skin IS getting them a post or keeping 
them out of it, their voices can be heard 
all the time — pressoig fur equal uppor* 
lunhies and raising the war-cry against i 
hjdd'Wing racism. I 

Which is not lu say that they are al 
crying together. Even as one councilor 
attacks the ruling party, anotfwr attacks 
him for attacking something he does not 
believe in hiniaelf. And lo it gues. the 
unending saga of accusations, con* 
troversiea and politicking, Ihere is even 
some floor'crosamg thruwn in once in a 
while, 

Is ii blasphemy to be called HUck 
when you are actudly not as Hbck as 
Afro-Cahbbeans? Or is it blasphemy to 
divide the ranks of ihe Blacks and break 
Black unity against the racist, right-wing 
Tones? Are Asians obliquely racist as 
well? Or d<j they deserve a separate 
cultural Identity from the Afro* 
Caribheans? 

The bickering and divide go on. So 
and so is a sold-out councillor, another is 
a weakling and an oppurtunist. The 
accusations pile up. While the govern¬ 
ment takCK advantage of a divided 
opposiim 

"It 8 such a pity that the Asians who 
must need to be united are such a 
divided lot," Ealing counaJhir Madhav 
Patil told SuNPAV. “The Afro* 
Caribbeans are a united body. They 
never split their ranks but unfortunately, 
given the Asian nature, we are not 
united. This is one of the mam reasons 
that Ve gel left behind and our demands 
are never met." 

Madhav Patil comes from Eahng, a 
London borough with a large Asian 
popu]«itjori. 1 *he focal Labour government 
has come under fire recently for oot 
^ving due powers and positions to Asian 
oouncillors. 

One month buck, the Labour I’arty 
decided to numinHle two Asians as , 
deputy leaders of tl>e ccwncil. 'fbe posts 
went to Rat^t Dlieer and Valerie Vu 
Uhe latter n the sister of Asian MP 
Keith Vaz). The mimmatioAS caused an 
immediate uproar among F.alm |*8 
Labour councillors, with several peo^ 


accusang Vaz and liheer of selling out 1» 
the local leadershi) and accepting posts 
for their own gains. 

“They are accepting the crumbs that 
the Labour \*vty is throwing to them." 
said Patil. "The posts arc purely 
ornamental and have no real power. By 
accepting them niwer and Vaz have 
broken the unity and negated yttM we 
have been fiii^iing fur. 

“Whiles have a supremacy in the 
council and we have never had any say in 
decision making. We have fought for so 
king but now we have teen deserted by 
our own fobow-men who are sycophantic 
and wilt do anything fnr personal gam." 

Paul pointed out that the Labour 


"and we camot do so with divided 
raidts. ” 

V^erie Vaz. the much Kcused, much 
maligned Sli year-old councilkr from 
E^aling, who fell from favour ever since 
she accepted the deputy leader's post, 
vehemently denies that the post is 
ornamental “The posts have very real 
powers," she said. "1 am in charge of 
coenmunily matters, councillur Dheer is 
iouking after grants and the other depu¬ 
ty. Hilary Bern, is looking after policies. 
These are very specific as far as f 
am concerned." Vaz has been in the 
news ever since she was sacked by the 
BBC from her k>h as presenter of 
"Network East", the magazine prograni- 
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me for Asians broadcast every Saturday. 
She had threatened to sue the BBC lor 
breakinj! her contract and earrMd dw 
inunediate sympathy of the Asian press 
as she accused the BBC of sacking her 
because she was a Labour counciBor and 
would not toe the Tory fine. The BBC. 
however, maint^ned that they had told 
Vaz that she would have to resgn from 
her Ealing job if she worked for '"Net* 
work East" and it was Vaz who had not 
kept to her contract. 

Meanwhile Valerie's brother. Keith 
Vaz. proclaimed that his sister h^ been 
sack^ sn that the programme's pruduc* 
era could criticise him. Herself a bwyer. 
Valerie won the support of three Labour 
MPs over her deci^n to sue the BBC. 
But in her ovm council this led to a spfit 
vhihin the ranks as Patil tvoke away with 
two other councillors and deod^ to 
boycott group elections. 

if Vaz was sticking up for her new 
post, deputy leader Ranjit Dhei,r did not 
ihiitk the post offered mudL "Not being 
while. [ think 1 have not acquired the 
son of power and recognitioo 1 had 
actually hoped for." said f>heer. Tom 
between what his feliow*Asians wifi 
think of his new position if he could not 
do anything worthwhile and how his own 
colleagues have reacted to his accept* 
ance of the post. Dheer seems a sad* 
dened m^n 


united stand but now 1 hnd that the 
Asena are the sufferers. A separate 
identity and separate cultural demands 
must ^ met. The cuts in Brent council 
will hit 5f>3 elderly people living in Brent 
and it is all becau5e we have no voice in 
opposing anything." 

Asian councillors in Brent had at one 
time gone cn strike denianding greater 
say in cuundl affairs. Kussel I’rodtt. the 
black race relations officer in Brent was 
accused by Asians of being racist to* 
wards Asians and fa>‘ouring and promot¬ 
ing BiKk.. "It is the Asians who are ahu) 
to blame," said Patel. "I'hey are timid 
a 2 )d not naturally aggressive like the 
Blacks who always unittdand get their 
demands met." 

Former mayor and councillur of 
Hrenl. Peter Pemdsay, I'choed aiuncilkK 
Patel's remarks, "llunng the last eight 
years in Hrenl the Labour group has 
gnne all out to promote Ihe Aho* 
Canbbeans to the deiniiK'nl ol otiier 
groups.*' said Pendsay who h also the 
chaif^n of the Race Kebtnn Commit* 
tec. "Posts are naturaUy given to Blacks 
though there are several Asians who 
could be chosen as well. Besides, there 
ts mismanagement of rcsourct's which 
has led to tlie piesvni crisis in Brent 
which is hilling Asians hardesi.' 

While the Asian aiunciUors in the 
Londun boroughs of Brent and Ealing 
fight Ihemselves and (be ruling l«abour 
Parly, in lar off Leicestershire aiK^bcr 
counoAor mises his viace. V.P. Sood, 
vrho has been active in Asian affairx. 
speaks out against ilH>se who have been 
working for themselves, 

"Hie probiem with Asian councillorii 
here is that we have cuconuis — brr>wn 
on the outside and white on the inside 
they wiQ do anything for the British and 
do no( have the interesl s of the Asians at 
heart. They are people wh(> use the 
cdour of their skins to get a position but 
have no commiimcm to /^ns. The 
Labour government has ^cked a few 
sycophants like this whom (hey present 
as ti^en cases of Black representation. 
They are no good to the Latmur Party or 
to the Asians." 

lliough Asian cuuncillors fr'im various 
boroughs met last month and passed a 
rescdution favouring a umled stand 
ij^inst counefis that were dlscnnunating 
agamsi them, actual unity seems a 
distant thing. While racist unmigraticei 
biOs are passed, families made homeless 
and chSdren made (o go through bki^. 
tests to prove their lineage, the council¬ 
lors present a sorry picture with (heir 
infighting and strife. 

Black unity seems reKfved only for 
the AfrO'Caribbeans. 


IIMwMl.irswh«|«y 
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"It's a shame (hat the couned is in 
such a shape." said former deputy leader 
Manrtihai Paiel Paiei whose post as 
deputy leader terminated last vear. nev* 
er stood for elections smee he feh it was 
futile to push for a better deal for Asians 
m Brent. "1 prefer Ui be a backbencher 
now." he sa^. "At least I can demand 
more powers from here." 

The pight of Asians in Brent was 
pathetic, he said. There wvre enh' 
seven Asian cvuncAors wd a total lack 
of representation in pofitin. were 
not represented in council services and 
in council employrrtent and thirgs looked 
defirvtely ble^. 

''Asians are not pobtidaed enough." 
said Patel. "They Jtek the awareness 
that the community cm benefit from 
partk^abOA m the political process. 

"As in other boroughs, tt is the 
AfrO'Caribbeans who are over¬ 
represented in Brent. They are the ones 
who get al (he benefit from the Labour 
council. For the Whites, the Btocks are a 
whole, and it is the Afn>-Caribbeans who 
g^ the benefits. The Asians with their 
diverse culture are not represented in 
any way. 

"Recently, Rs 150.000 was set aside 
for a 'CarMean Focus’ but no such 
thing has ever been done hr Asians 
kMim want a community hal. they want 
a lenvle. but their demands are never 
given any import«)ce. Recently, the 
Pakistan Workers'Assodation was also 
closed down." 

Patel pooled out that ev^ in the 

'Cajilben Focus,' the SO cent of 
Caribbeans who were of Asian origin 
received no benefits at dl. Asian culture, 
he £elt. was being ignored and (he Asiani 
were doing about It. Did he then 
beieve m a separate ideiRity hr Asians 
as d iBsf ent bm Blacks? 

"Yes." laid Patti. "Iniliafiy I was lor a 


W hile councillors 
like Patti are 
calling for an Allan 
leader in a council 
where 30 per cent of 
the populace is Asian, 
the echoes can be felt 
in another council not 
far away from Baling 
and the home of 
another 33 per cent of 
Asians — the in¬ 
famous Brent council. 

Infamous, because 
Brent is one (d the 
largest Labour- 
controlled coundis arv) 
also one of the poorest 
with a large deprived 
section fivmg in it. 
Currently the council 
is proposing to cut Rs 
17 nfilfion in aid for 
social services in the 
borou^ —a pooTM- 
ture in thriving Bri- 


_JUWOARY_ 

Guests of contention 


Four Judges of Madras High Court are in the centre of a storm for 
attending a function organised by a contractor 



becket should serve is a good example 
tor our jud^s here: to rehise to equate 
an oU friendshv with a new responsibil* 
Ky. But at l^t four judges of the 
Madras High Coun cenwily 6d not 
have Becket in their nuds. when they 
recently cboee to hhir the rather Ukn Ime 
of demircaCion between pubbc office and 
private associations, setting otf a kvely 
debate among legal practitkiners as well 
as the pubte abM the propriety of the 
defends of the law lending their names 
to private emerpnse. 

The four judgvSr along with the state’s 
poke chief and an US nfficer. were the 


j most prominent guests at a function at 
' Salem, in norrh'Westem Tamil Nadu, to 
inaugurate the marriage hall constructed 
by a ^aie building contractor, on 19 
August, a working day for the courts. 

But svhat provided griit to the mill in 
the controversy over such an overt 
expression of friendfinesi for the builder 
— P.A. Construction Company—by 
these judges was a very prominent 
advertiaefnent in the leadirg ^ea, the 
Hinda and the fndiaft £xpress. regarding 
the inauifuration of the mamage hall at 
Salem. The advertisement flaunted in 
bold print the names of five judges who 


King . my J’Aomas. roy hutt 

brother? My rttval wish is to have you 
elected innate of Ertgknd. 

Hecket: You're jokmg, of course, my 
Lord., a I become Archbt^h^. / can 
rto longer he your /hend.... this t$ mid* 
nesii. my Lord. Don't do d. ! could not 
serve ht^rh Gcei end you. 

T he diskigues aie from the 
lamous play, Hecket by Jean 
Anouilh. M they r^te to 
ihe sjtuatioii where King 
Henrv il wanted to make his 
ctoee friend Ihomas Becket. in whose 
restful compH'iy he had wined and 
whored, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
so that he would be able to control the 
Church that had become too powerful 
for his liking. Becket was apprehensive 
that hii go^ days with the King would 
be over uoce he donned the robes of the 
Archbishop, for, he would not be able tu 
serve two lords—King and God. 


You axtt corcUeBy minted for th« 
iriAugurii function of 

“CHilRMAN KANDiSAHT GOUNDAS 
KALYANA HANSAPAM” 

4 t PMmsrt Xatftdu, TncAy Mus Sosd. a^lam Dt. 
OnfrldsyllM iSlh August laSSut^aOtjn. 
TWruM r Pu«eaiii.i Al. 

mhaynwftwU 

Hen'bl* Tiuni JuMee E. TeabaisMal 
Hoik bt* Thiiu Jufloee K. M. 

Hcn'blo TttUM Juouoe 9. 

Koct'bl* TTbiu Ju»qc« f. IL 
Ken’ble Thint Jusbee %. SivtauhrsmAolsB 
>4>inaflJviiiiiiBiinuiineS<ak»op<B>oTUrwi>SA><iaig« 

•*4 

Thiru B. P. BaagtMiny. LP.B.. 

LOOIABAKt. 
iogtiC««n.MUfif 


K SOMIVUMT. t bUfOASAMT 

kiet.rJl CdanraOKo, f f Q tpt r mm 

L VAPATW MOML 


ProMtoiet. 

M»£i».a 


ThecoAtrOvorolol sevorUMmont 

With <ui insistent King, unable to see 
hib point of vicvv. and imposing his wfll 
on him. H''Cket takes up the new 
assignmm aiul metfiv his death in the 
catliedral deti*nding God and his Church 
against the King, his old friend. 

Irxitan jurisprudence has dnwn so 
much from the English-'both written 
and conwdiHinal—that the story of 
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would grace (he function, besidet stating 
Uat the Salem distria cokctor would 
preside over it aivl the state director 
general of pobce was scheduled to Ighi 
(he auspicious kuthvHakkii (brass od* 
Urr^). 

11 le adver(iseTXH;n(. signed by (he 
proprietor of the coiia(njction company. 
K. Ponnusamy.and his lawyer*br^her 
K. Doraisanu, who also happens to be 
(he state pubbc prosecutor, at once set 
tonguea wagpng. A senior bwyerof the 
High Court. V, Selvaraj. shot off a stiff 
letter to the acting Chief Justice. S. 
Ratnavelpandian. lal^g strung excep* 
tion to the judges attending a private 
function and that too on a wi^lung day. 

"Judges associating themsdvcs «nth 
private functions in full pubbc view vdll 
lead to misgivings in the minds o( the 
pubbc. It is not a mere question of 
propnety but one concerning the admi* 
niatratiw of justice. No room should be 
given to create an impression that some 
judges are close to one or the other of 
the members of the bar or members nf 


die public. A good number of judges of 
die Court partidpadng in such a 
pnvate function on a worit^ day will 
only render a disservice to the public 
image of judges." Thus rw the mdignanl 
letter frm lawyer Selvaraj who also 
pleaded widi the Osef Justice that bs 
script should be circulated among the 
jud^s of the High Court fnr their 
"careful consideration". 

However, uie uf the five judges, 
annoyed at seeu^ hi acceptance of the 
boiler’s invitation splashed in the 
media, decided to stay back m Madras 
and attend cntai. '“Thai advertsement 
was a shock to me and 1 knew at <aice he 
was misusdig the names of the judges 
for his pnvate purpose. 1 cancebed my 
trip to Salem intended primarily to 
attend a weddmg in an oU 
tendy." Justice K. Venkalasana told 

SliNOAY. 

Nanking the sequence of events that 
had led to his jpvng consent to visit the 
mamage hal. the judge said he agreed 
svice It was pubbc proaecuior Doraiaami 


who had come with the regiiesi, and 
because he would be. in Salem anyway 
on that day to attend a wedding. “ But 
then. Mr Doraisanu did nig lake my 
penrasaion to include my name ui lhat 
advertisement. That, in my opinion, wa^ 
very unbir and I decided 1 would nni 
go." Justice Venkatasami said. 

But those who did not mind the 
advertisement and chose to keep the 
anxmunent at Salem, an>eared to feel 
there was nothing wrong in attending a 
private function. "A is a human 
being too. and it would not be proper to 
expect him to boycott all his old f^nds 
and (armly members just because he lujs 
become a ^Klge." remarked a senior 
judge who participated in (he ceremony. 
He did not want to be named thou^ 
"because I do not want to purticipate in a 
pubbc controversy". Little did the judge 
reabse be was aheady pan of a puh^ 
controversy, 

Said Cbo Kamaswamj', pobiicul aato* 
iat and editor of the Tarr^ fortnightly. 
Tughkk: "if such ncidents occur, ihe 
common man would feel he would not 
get justice from the courts. Whether, 
uHffnately. justice is done or not in the 
coefrts. R would seem that justice would 
not be done. And this would only 
encourage the people to lake iuw into 
their own hands. " 


A part tom this factor, the present 
incident could also lead to indireci 
intimidation of the lower judiciary before 
whom Ponnusamy'i liugaiions with gov* 
errvnent agencies like the Madras Met* 

* ' ropolitan Development 

Agency <MMDA) might 
^ ^ , come up in future. How 
MHPIS would a rnagistrate deaj* 

C^structions react on 
seeing such an 'impress* 
■(tVMII ive' advertisement as the 

one that appeared in the 
18 August newspapers? 

Bubllc prosecutor 
Doraissmi would not 
rMPPiO agree that the advenJse- 

l|H|l|| merit intimidated the low* 

^ er judiciary or influer.:ed 

_ the Bti^nt pubbc from his 

Salem district 

nto assuming that his family had enor¬ 
mous dout with judges and other wings 
of the administration. "That advertise* 
nttfit was only meant to express our 
respect for the honourable judges who 
were atteoding the function, ft was not 
our ffitention to get any unfair business 
advantage," he said. 

Wu K not improper on his part, beng 
the pubbc proMcutor. to have uked as j 









many as fiv« judges to come on a 
working day. thereby upsetimg the 
court’s work? "As a matter <if tact, we 
had only invited two judges. But later, 
when 1 came to knc»w that these three 
other judges would also be present at 
Salem for the wedding. 1 thouftht it 
would be improper on my part if I ^ not 
mvile them personally for our function as 
well. And they agreed to come after 
finuhing with that wedding. Also, it was 
my duly to invite the judges and it was 
up to them to enme or not to come." he 
explained. 

Ilwre was no wedding performed in 
any important household in Madras, 
eipecialiv those in the houses of tag 
industrialists and politicians. Ilorsisami 
said, where judges were not present on 
being invited.” He added, ”And llie 
converse t<xj holds good. No judge 
performs a wedding in his household 
without calling unporiani men ifi busi* 

I ness, industry and politics.” 

I That brings to the fure the question 
whether judges should ostracise them* 
selves fr^ society just because they 
are expected not to rub shoulders with 
members of the public. 

Cho Ramsswamy thinks that that ts 
not necessary. ”But then, they should 
exercise a dignified akwfness. Rven an 
' umpire officisting m a erkket match 
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non.'elMSttM wdn PMnuwmy 

would not go into the dressing room of a 
particular team and hobnob with the 
players there because that kmd of prac* 
lice would make hb dedsiona on the 
6ekl suspect. Should not the dtiaens 
expect from our High Court judges at 
least the standards of public conduct that 
cri^i umpires set for themselves?” 
Cho asked. 

If such nonns were set. k msy not 
even be possible for High Court judges 
to take their famdies to cinema previews 
for selection of ivfsrd'wmnng tnowi. 
"Would judges then not be rubbing 
shouJden with dbn personalities, who 
are frequent bugants before the courts?” 
asked a senior lawyer. 

And if norms were set. a senior judge 


of the Madras High Court might not 
have found it possible to take a hob^y 
from the court <as it happened some 
months ago) only to inaugurate a small 
non'Vegecarian eating joint in the city. 

Asked if such outings by judges ^ 
not affect court work. Justice Rat* 
nave^arulian rspbed: ”lt is true that the 
situation regarding pending cases in our 
court is rather serious. 1 cannot com- 
mem any further on this present issue. ’ 
Obviously, (he acting Chief Justice did 
txn vrant to hurl tht leehngs of his 
brother judges. 

Itie P.A. ConitTuciion Company has 
had tremendous dout during the late 
MGR’s regime and was said to have got 
concessions for circumventing MMDA 
nofms. 'My brother Ponnuiamy was 
very dose to MGR. "Dontsami recalled. 
”but then he wss nor himaelf a political 
person nor a member of the AtADMK 
pany. The same is the case «fth me. ” 

Nevenheieii. the media have been 
uDuftg about the high, connections that 
(he conatniction company had in the 
AtADMK government for a long, “fnst* 
fill” time. And (he ovmers of £e com* 
pany have only proved by their most 
recent pubbe fiction at Salem that their 
dout has not decreased with the death of 
MGR. 

H. ■ha«ww 




ehU laHth Atirtf Hhtr ,-• cnMhon Om 

fUm induiiry? The wW-coid \\ ^3^5 
v(be« between (he two ere | JM 
enouKhtosendafiewsluverv. | 
down (he sfuie of even (he I 
most MesonedpenjtUfli. The 
director has only to shout 
'cut’and Sndevi violeoUx (fes* 

L enipiAes herself irun the 

muscular physique of • . 

Jat the Junior and , 
^^^Bft^^Oounces off 
’r a (ferectioti 
dumetrvaUy 


Sunny Oeei: »i»ne»* w Hon 

opposed to that of Suit's. 

Poor Sunny, it is said, is 
Oummoxed at the thaoda 
reaction to his warm, warm 
appeal, [nsiead of eaiins his 
heart out in solitude, the j(uy 
had better uke tutorials from 
Anil Kapoor cn how to charm 
Ms India. And before (hat. 

Iw should sound out MadhiL'i 
Dant on bow to reach the 
Kapoa’s heart Gawd knows 
he hasn't had much success 
on this score before. 


denied matchmg sandals with 
her saree. And since hell has 
no fury like Kaakhee denied. 
aO hefi broke loose on the 
sets of the surrer. Ihe least 
cutting <>( the broad asides 
she directed at Ghai was the 
crack that perh^ it wa s by 
saving on the cost of foot* 
wear that Ghai could throw 
those famed bashes at Leela 
Penta. which have earned 
hirn the epithet of theGreat 
Showman. 

The years wbch have 
added considerable layers of 
adipose tissue to (he once 
comely figure haven't been 
duite so lucmsful at mel¬ 
lowing the ootorious temper. 


• erhaps tlw most level* 
headed of Use Kapw Idds is 
Rimi K^oce. Wtsich is why 
the ruining of RK StudiDa 
was entrvKed lo her capable 
self sftcf (he dcfSMe of Rapa 


^^0 Dev Anand has a new 
girt 0(dy we feet that ahe 
won't be his much longer. 
Not if her massive crush on 
Amitabh is anything to go by. 
Hangers-un at the studio 
where Ekta was shooting 
recently with Aamir Khm 
were amused no end by the 
spectacle Ekia ix'ovided 
when the Bafhchan paid » 
visit to the .studio. Droppins 
the plate of food she had 
been digging into enthusiasti* 
cally only a moment before, 
she rcrJed in on the star only 
to have her way barred by 
his securitymen. Highly in¬ 
censed. she squeak^. "I'm 
Dev Anand s new heroine." 
Only (0 have the hunks laugh 
in her lace and throw her out 
anyway. 

And who can blame them? 
'Pheir vision, at least, isn't 
clouded like Dev's. 

\A/hat could Su nny Deol 
lack that he can't achieve the 
same success with Sndevi as 
the other macho men of the 


Kima will find herself running 
a household as wefl-* hers 
and Manoj jam's. Manuj. to 
whom Ktma got engaged re¬ 
cently. is the brother of 
Kima s best friend Kenuka 
Jam. 

' I'herr's obviiiusl v lot s to a 
name^Kumar Gaurav (re* 
member him?) was also 
christened Maooj by his pa¬ 
rents. 


Did you know that 
Kuakhw GuUar h^s an Ini' 
elda Marcos fixatior)? Sub- 
hash <*h<u was the first to 
find out, and the hard way at 
that. Ghai. in a desperate bid 
toevonofflise ihene da>*s. it 
cutting down vn all ex¬ 
traneous expemu'S during 
tlie shooting of his Latest film 
Mam iaklisn As part of this 
dnvc Madame (lulzar was 













Jyoti p«frk)f)c •now^li 

NO SE^XtSM pkisa. site’s 
Malfika Sarabhat. 'Pht* 

verMtile daughter of VArain 
and Mrinalini Sarabhai. 
hcrixfH* erf JVter Hrook’K 
Mahabfurula and Kharata 
Niiiyam da/iscv^M* <rf dislinc* 
wiU not sihtw her kind lu 
he patronised by male 
ihauwusts. No. no4 even rf 
they beVing to the Tmtes o( 
India. 

Celebrating the tSUlh year 
frf its existence, the m*w5* 
paper recently carried an 
advertisement whidi MaMa 
hKind ’’astonishinK foi its bla* 


0*w» Lai: tee Wg for Me bed 

lent discrimination against 
women”. The offending 
advertisement carried as its 
main slcgan the infamous line 
wiMh once peddled Virgna 
Slims ciprettes: “You've 
ctjnte a long way bahv,** And 
what’s rnore. as Mallika 
pointed out pithily in a letter 
to the newapaper, it certainly 
did not refer to those under 
five For curied prominently 
beside it were visuals <rf 
wumen suffragettes and the 
Iron Lady erf britafaL Mar* 
garet Thatdter. all of whan 
have. presumaUy. cone a 
long way. 

The copy had gone on to 
add. much to her indication, 
that it .was (in Ui com* 
memorative volumes) offer- 
8ig its readers a look into 
“our tither’a father’s father's 


MaliilteSirsbhti: 

AO SSilSm plt SM 


SPOTLIGHT 


I'ATKIOTJSM. ANYONK? 
Anyone hut JyuU Hmhu. 
chief mimsier of Wvsi liengsd. 
if thi* Congnsb Mi*s agitat¬ 
ing at tite portals irf I he K^tjya 
Siiblui wore lo Ih* belH’ved. 
Whiit lyid them qiteslioning 
ItfisiiV putnotM' ;iiil<\'e(i<'nts 
was the discuvci’y (made 
with the help of paper chp* 
pings) that i)k’ cciminumsi 
leader had iH*ver in his cniirv 
ciireiT as chief mmisier 
(spanning all of )) years) 
ever iKiisted the lutKinal flag 
at Independence Day 
celvbiaticais. Kasu. it (unis 
out. atwHVs (k'legales tins 
oiHTOLis respKisiljiljly to hi» 
Cabmet lullcagues. Jaim 
Chakr:ihort> more re* 
cendy. Ilcnoy Chowdhiirv, 

Highly MK'enseii at what 
IIk v pert eived as disrespKl 
111 ihe rcilMinal llag. Congress 
Ml*s k'd by sure«h Kalmadi 
and S S. Ahluwalu*. deman* 
(led that the home mimslvr 
liuta Singh make a slatvmeni 
on the subject. Singh. 
Itowever. deetding that dia* 
crelicm jh the better part of 
f'xdhardmesH. desisted, 
ctaiming that lie had no m* 
formation on llie subject. 

Hkisu rea<*led to the uproar 
in fits usual deadpan nianmT. 
’Uterv hus been nodovutum. 
he held, from Ihc* Iradition 
which dciTis>s ihni any mem¬ 
ber of lh<' stale Cabirel can 
unfurl 1 Ik> trK’ulour. ''Am f In 
learn potriigism fruni iIkm** 
whia arx'destn »yiiig Hu* coun¬ 
try'” be enquired, it ally 
rhetorxally. ”1 work ui Wri¬ 
ter’s huildings under the 
nationiil flag. " 


father's and his father's 
lives". Sarcastically queried 
Mallika; "What of Ihe 
mothers'' Are their bves not 
worth looking into? And 
where would all the fathers 
have oicne from, without the 
mothers?" Where indeed. 
Ms Sanbhai? 


IF OPPOSITION unity is a 
fall order. »u is its current 
high pneat Devi Lai. So the 
hapless officuils of the Kaipur 
Circuit House discovered 
when the Haryanvj strong¬ 
man paid a visit to the aty 
recently. The chief minister, 
district officials were in¬ 
formed. was too big for his 
bed. at least, ihe one he 
would have to sleep in while 
in Kaipur. None of the bedn 
in the circuit house were 
more than six feet in length 
and Devi Lai. as is well* 
known, is six feet four inches 
in height. His security goons, 
part of whose brief was en* 
suring that there were no 
shortcnmingK in the CM's 
sleeping arrangements, in¬ 
sist^ that the officials find a 
bed big enough for the poli- 
txial giant (only, you under* 
stand, in a manner of speak* 
ing>. well before his arnva). 
So the officials scurried 
around for a seven-fout bed, 
a search rewarded after con¬ 
siderable endeavour. And 
Devi LaL presumably', slept 
in peace. 


NOW. WAS this a case of 
cummitied reporting? As al¬ 
ways. there are two sides to 
the story. 

Version one. Captain 
Satiah Sharma. close 
frtend of the Prime Minister 
and grist to a great many 
goss^ milU has served a 
notice on TTie Suteamao 
asking the p^er to tender 
hBn an uncondiuonal apology 
expressing profound regret 
for the news item hfdung 
Sharma to the Sumitomo deal 
and alleging that he had nfia- 
led Parliament on this score. 
The Qotke. served on D.J. 
Gooptu. pebliaher. M.L. 
Kocru. resident editor and 
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Sunanda K. Dittany, edftiK, 
threatened that d an ijfihgy 

was not foitbconunjt ^ Rs 

OCX crore defamatwn suit 
wcwld be filed m the Delhi 
High Court against the 

pspcf. 

Conmenung on the 30 Au* 
gust, 1984 deal between 
Sumitomo and Jyotana Hold* 
mgs, Sharma said, “On that 
date K^v Gandb was not 
even the Pnme Minister" 

Version two. C.R. Irani, 
chairman of The Stafesnun 
board (and member of the 
i*TI board) protested that 
the news agency had earned 
the Item not once but thrxe. 
and that even befote the 
notice had actually been 
served on the newspaper 
the result ol suct um^K to 





ftienne. tfameglng aHeoeciOAe 

the pressure being exerted 
by ^xma. who was m an 
excellent position to do m 3, 
because of hia prime mmiste* 
nal connections. 


THE MINISTER vannbes. 
So ir seemed to Jagdlah 
Tyller't secuntymen when 
tlxy found their charge mys¬ 
teriously niasing from 
Heathrow Airpon, London. 
The imnister for food proces¬ 
sing was on his way beck to 
ln& frocn Geneva where be 
hid gone to attend a coofer- 
ence cafled by the lotenia- 
tknal Labour Organiaation 
(ILO), The )oumey beck 
bese involved • stopover at 
Lodta and this ta irtiere 
Tytier did the voniabmg 



''Huddha(>." Kajneesh rued, 
"have been foi i ed to worslup 
pigs and Dobndv has 
jerted. Hut nowhere m the 
whole Ivsiury of mankind has 
man been loven the dignity of 
a gild " That whs a task 
whose fulfilment needed a 
Kajneesh. 

S») herc> to amusemcni- 
from one god to anoDier 


ilspeisa Tyii*«: «fi to tfw ««CM 

trxk. But this wras ofw utci 
that did nut amuse Instead A 
nxde the secuntymen press 
the panx. button. And imder* 
standably ao. Tyticr tt. after 
all, pretty high on the terror* 
ui fat bsU 

A search was invnedulely 
launched and heading the 
effort was (he chief of secur¬ 
ity at the tndon rrosswci m 
London, ft seemed m v^ai 
until, lo and behuM. there 
was TyUer, relaxing at a 
fnend's residence, wnh nary 
a care m the world. Evident* 
ly, he had pb>‘ed tniant only 
to take off for the j ares. Why 
racing should be regarded as 
a dark passion, only to be 

indulged away trum the pu^ 
be ^se IS a ipiestion only 
Tytier can answer. Yes. 
mnsier? 


jfromorx 


rr COULD <inlv be SM-nbed 
to sheer fune of habit, when 
Kglesh Khanne, sometime 
superstar of Hmdi filmdom 
amvud Ute for the Independ* 
once Day parade (m New 
York) wfuch he was sup* 
posed to load n hss capacity 
as grand marshall. 




\¥ ITS a Museton of Anneni 
Gods in Raineeshdham, 
]*ux. it has (o be inaugu* 
rated by BhJifwnn Shree 
Kgjncexh. And is 6rst ex¬ 
hibit. a cute, pink, fuDy auto* 
mated toy pig. iriuch had an 
audxncc of 10,000 mduteg 
the Hhagwan’d discipfes and 
cunous visiors, m hyste^ s 
as ft trotted across the 
pcxbuRi ■> the Gautama Bud* 
dha auditorium of the 
ashram, uttering little 
squeals and jaunts aO the 
whde. 

But hke aO things Ra- 
pxesh. even this birarre 
ntuil had a posit lu it, no 
matter how t^scure. Tx 
godnm was only trying to 
show kiumanty bow it had 

i^rp^mnJiA py worshi¬ 
ping inaensate animals. 


Khanna had down m spe 
cially from Hombai only to 
lead The mari'h in the com- 
panv of Ed Koch, mayor of 
New York cily. and other 
celebnbes. Hut as Kamesh 
I'ateJ, 1 spokesman, 
annuunced ruefully, 

the sUr arnved late (reasons 
yet unspeafied) by which 
tune the march had already 
commenced And The aecur* 
iiywiSahs would not let^any 
vehicle through. Ra)esh 
Khanna or no Rajesh 
Khanna. 

And that, for your eilifica* 
tion, was the sttfy of bow 
nemess caught up with the 
ex-phenomenon of Indian 
euxna, m the guise of a New 
York p^iceman. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


NICE GUYS .they say, fimsh 
last. Vijay Amritr^ may 
not be {Ik world's nicest ^y 
if you believe what other 
Indian tennis players have to 
say about him. but at least 
the rest of the intemeiinAal 
teniss circuit hkes him. 

Last month, the man tndi* 
ans cheer in the first round of 
every tournament (and 
sometimes, the seconl-if he 
gets th«it far) was awarded 
L« Trophy Intemational du 
Kalr l*Iay Pierre dr Coubertin 
fur I9H7, As is now ioevit* 
able, the priae was not for 
excellence in lennts but for 
bvinit a race son rtf chap. 

Read the ciiatiofl: "He has 
a t5*year career always 
marked by an exemplary 






li 




spirit of fair play...and the 
best possible image of his 
sport bv his speech and 
general behavioiar." 

Amritra; said he was hon* 
oured. and in these days of 
tantrum •thi'uwing, racQuet* 
fHngmg tennis brats, the ele* 
gance and style with which 
he always exits from tourna* 
ments must come as a re* 
freshing change. 


CONGRESSMEN IN the 
Katya Sabha exchanged 
embarrassed glances as the 
Opposituin MPs kxiked jus* 
iifiabK nidignani. (^stion 
Huur was over and Umon 





w. suv tharkar* rwt rrtirsad 
human reaources miioster. 
P. Shiv Shankftf. was not 
there to move the Jamia 
MiBis Isteraa fidl Punctual¬ 
ity. obviously, was not a 
virtue the minnter bekeved 
in. Deputy charperson Pra* 
ubha Paul woidd have moved 
on to the next Bifl. but 
Opposhun leaders, indudmg 
Atal Behan V^yee (EUPl 
and D^en Ghoeh (CP1*M). 
strongly objected to the 
minister's sbsence and 
damd that the "govern* 
meni vras treating the House 
vrtth contempt”. 

Marn'OevHtrloM): beuncMMe 


The House was finally ad* 
joumed for IS minutes. 
When It reassembled, a hi^* 
ly apotogetic Shiv Shaidiar 
admitted il was a "clear 
lapse” on his part. Looking 
mofr Uce a gi^y schoofboy 
than an honourable minister, 
he said he was ready to take 
any purashment that the 
House give him No one had 
any answer to this, however. 
(Obviously. AO MP couM fi¬ 
gure out whst the appropri¬ 
ate pinshment for an erring 
Member of Parliament 
should be.) 

M 'tevOT'TrtwePlpemM Arvn 

i» me email aerven 



YOU'VE GOT to hand it to 
Or Subramaniem Swamy. 
The maverick MP and fee* 
mer Harvard economics pro- 
fesao- has more lives than a 
cat and has made more com- 
ebadts than Frank Sinatra. 

Just when everybody 
thought that Swaray was 
finished, he bounced back as 
advisor to his old beta nofre, 
Chandra Shekhar. And as the 
smoke-filled room caucus in 
the Janata Party (Dandavate. 
Patnsik. Fernandes-the 
usual gang of has-beens) 
tried to finish him ofi. Swamy 
retaliated by destroying 
Ramakrishna Kegde, the 
caucus' choice lor Prime 
Minister. 

But he was nut content 
with mere natiorul prom • 
nence. Last month, the 
E mergenc y-era Pimpernel 
winged it across to Pakistan 
as part of the Indian delega¬ 
tion to (general ifia’s funerai. 
But. foamed Swamy's de¬ 
tractors." He's not the leader 
of any parry)" 

No problem. The man of a 
thousand Quips was ready for 
this ob^ciion. "1 am going as 
Morarii Desai's personal rep- 
resenutive.” he retorted. 

At this rate, the country's 
best-kviking MP will soon 
become the Opposition's 
Mscavity. 


tr NOW looks as though the 
canny Kamanand Sagar 
will get his way after aS. 
Shortly after his horrifically 
waichaUe Ramsym went off 
the air. the pious Sagar 
asked for. and received, an 
extension. 

But because Doordarshan 
mandarins were tiring of 
Sagar's tacky little extrava¬ 
gant. Us rotund, white- 
suited figure was ejected 
from Maiki House each time 
he asked to be allowed 25 
new ^sodfs rather than the 
sanctioned 13. 

Then, this latter-day Val- 
rnOti had an idea. He ex¬ 
plained to Congress(l) hacks 
that the Ramaynwas vital to 
the Hindu vote. Harijans, ^ 
aaid. venenled Vabniki. So, 
if he ditched the Tula! 






For Sting, (he former lead 
smger and beeust with the 
Pobce. (hie wi he his second 
conceft in tnda. Bight years 
ago. as WaAmg on (he Moon 
and Message m a Bottle hit 
(he (op Ilf (he chans, the 
Pobce performed what Sting 
regards as their best-ever 
concert at Bombay s Kang 
Bhavan. 

He promised then that he 
would be back and now in 
1988. it locdu as though we 
wiD see the Enckshman in 
New Udu. 


Kumati got to the position 
of deputy mmisier for power 
in N.D. Tiwari's mmistry is 
consequently something nf a 
mystery and cause for chag* 
rin to Korea of hardened UP 
Congressmen wailing in the 
wings of power. 

Reera is. however, deter¬ 
mined to prove her cre^fen* 
tials and disprove her detrac* 
tors. She has been miiuater 
only for a month but is 
already startling UP power 
department ofbcials by mak¬ 
ing sudden appearaiKes at 
their places of work. Chronic 
absentees and slack ofbciala 
are reabsing that a pleaunt 
exterior can hide a tough 
decision maker. • 


OLD MOVIE queens don’t 
die. they just turn in- 
ta..chocolaie magnates. Or 
at least that’s the way that 
Heme Melinl, Che dream 
gel the 1970s seems to 
fed 

If the Bombay grapevine is 
to be be&eved. the second 
Ms Deol has already udZised 
a vfeft to Switzerland (o con¬ 
fer with Swiss chocoUtc 
makers Tobler about the 
po a iM k y cd mtnufectunng 
thaw dfeifectrvc pyramid bars 
ia India. 


Ramayan (which the serial 
has foflowed so far) and went 
for the Vakniki version (in- 
duding Lav and Kush flatting 
with Ram. etc), then the 
Congress could secure the 
vote of this minority. 

[(tells us something about 
the desperate straits the 
CoRgressd) now finds itself 
in; that Sagar’s sohicion to 
the problem of its sagging 
popularity was greeted with 
whoi^ i( joy by Congress(i) 
hacks who rushed off to their 
leader and wangled 26 tpi- 
lodes for the saintly &!m- 
maker. 


IT WAS Bob Dylan who told 
us that (he times, they were 
a-changu^. But it IckAs as 
though it is going to be 
Bruce Springatccn. Sting 
and Peter (rabnel wlio will 
drive the pnnt home. Kor» to 
celebrate ISti years of hs 
existence, and perhaps to 
remind us how much U has 
evolved, the venerable 
Times group is sponsoring a 
gigantic rock concert at [fe* 
Ihi’s Indira Gandhi Stadium 
on 30 September. 

The gig is part of Amnesty 
International’s world (our to 
whip up interest in human 
lights and the megastara will 
be joined by Tracy Chapman 
and Youssou N’dour. 

Bruoe Springeleen: boea ef M 


Apparently widi her film 
career drauhng to a close. 
Ms Malini now wants to be 
regarded as a big-time ly* 
cocn. not .a mere heroine. 
And chocolates are the way 
to (ycoon-ness. 

As Ogden Nash did nut 
say: Stardom is humdrum 
but candy is dandy! 


SHE WOULD be unremark¬ 
able 01 a mddie class draw¬ 
ing room but m the Uttar 
Pradesh ministry she is a 
decided oddity. She i« 2B 
years old. pretty, articulate 
and an unlikely aenbatant in 
the sorAd power games of 
the cow b^. How Keena 










Dtnpto! •nyttiM9 lortft* dtHdivt 

very overwei^t ndeed. Un* 

iviflng to be screened at 

anytl^ but her beat, (he 

buxom star pleaded with 

Rakesh for a re-ahoot.^^^ 

Rakeah, inapired 

byjeetertdra 

perhapa, agreed. 

provided Ida 

heroine shared 

thecoau 

incurred. The 

lady didnHbuy 

that and the fitan 

waareleaaed. 

offending dance 


intact. ahowingRekha 
in all her plunp aplendour. 

So mu^ for Rekha’a re* 
aohition. But more imp of- 


Jana a nrat starrer Ht‘ni 
Hirslsl. Anand Is so besotted 
with hia ph/rang-Uxiking lead 
mg lady, that he treats her 
absence fnxn even a Singh* 
frame as a national calamity. 
"What? No Sanjana? ' he in* 
<iuires querulously of direc • 


face, whsma^ted about her 
fiaiacin witii Pankaj' Karam* 
chand ’ KipoM'. Apparently, 
the anmeaia waa tem* 
porary. Now fiiHy recovered, 
ihe wdB Mon be minying the 
tnuD^Ing detective 
U teeae en . 

Bui the IBm induitry being 
vhai hie, people hive 
already begun epecuiatfig 
whether Supriya is bul^ng 
wnaturafly un^ her aafee. d 


Dimpk Kapadia turns 
vegetal. No, she luun't 
discovered rebgiorv-only 
done lome 80 ul*searching 
and come up with an abkStg 
materrol love for dau^iters 
Twinkle and Chinky. The 
two were down with chicken- 
pox recently and the school 
aufftorities sent them home, 
to lafeguard the health of 
other duldrerL Nursmg them 
back to health. Dimple wor¬ 
ried inceesantly if the disease 
would peimanenUy disfigure 
her kttJe darlings, *1 de¬ 
cided, "she said. "that if 
nothing happened to my kids, 
m give up meat for go^." 
So, as of now. the Kapadia 
household comprises two 
children, hale and hearty, and 
a mother, wholly vegetacun, 

Kapoiir may bi* 
less than impeccsbJy 6tvs- 
sed. but she ukk» up admir¬ 
ers with envious ea«e. They, 
unfurturuiely, don i have tlw 
same luck with picking her 
up. what with her pathologic* 
si obsession for Ix^yfriend 
Aditya Bhattacharya. <wKe 
adjudgi?d the sexiest man in 
India. 

Take the case of hn fum 
Oul Anand. Producer of San* 


tor Ketan Mems. 

But Sanjana, the coldest 
thing to hit filmland since 
Meenakshi Sesiwdh. re¬ 
mains unmoved. 

Peopledwught that after 
he stupendous success c( 
Rakesh Roihan’i Xhoon 
Shari Maang child specialist 
^ekha would have to 
rue. But such people had 
reckoned without R^. In¬ 
formed sources tell us that 
the sometime fenvne buh 
of Indian filma has swam 
never to work with Rakesh 
a^in. The story goes thus: 
CM daitce sq^nce of the 
fee law Rekfiyaokiiu very. 


twrt. does Rsdtesh want to 
recaat the onginal Ms Diffi¬ 
cult? Judging by his colour 
(purpie), no way. 

You've got to hand it to 
the guy for sheer spunk. 
VnodPande (ofEkBaarPte* 
fame) refused to let go of the 
title of hia next movie, S*ch, 
despite Tinnu Anand’i and 
Habib Nadiadvala'i best 
attempts to hatch it for their 
next an Amiubh Bach- 
chan*Shabani Asm) starrer. 

To celebrate his victory, 
the dimunitive Pande has 
started work on his Aim and 
promises to finish the mas¬ 
terpiece (yes, that's what he 
makes it out to be), in record 
time. 

up 

■ ankaiwho?” Supriyi 
Pathak would inquire, a IcxA 
of lost innocence on htr baby 






Tongues in trees 


In the Karnataka village of Heggodu, a repertorv theatre company and a 
drama school bring Shakespeare and the classics to life 


I t it a kng way trocn avibsatna 
Hicklen among the fomta aod treo 
nut plantationa in the green Mabud 
ol iCanutaka. the village Heggodu k yet 
to be cau^t by the spreadu^ tenu^ 
of televwon. For ita population of 500. 
Ihvg 360 km from the caprtal Bangalore, 
the aoundi of the aty come only the 
mofuaatf bua wmdmg rta way (hmugh the 
viBige from Sagar Takik to the frr cQiat. 
And yet, thU tny village la the home of 
Nmaatm, a cultui^ organiaahon running 
a report^ theatre, a drama achool, a 
him aociHy dnd an annual sm«mi 
film ap^rculKm cour^ 

From thiv unlikely 
per(h Niiidsam ha« been 
sending out lU repertory 
'cocnpaiiy to tour ill 2n 
diatiMn ol Karnataka 
over the Uat ihi ec vear^ 

For eight y«*a(a an aver* 
age (d 15 students, m 
ctudmg gi*K trrxn all over 
the state have been tak* 
mg Ninasam’^ one ye^r 
undergraduate couiae at 
the Uwatre Bchod.Kma* 
aim has been runiang iii 
annual urn-day film appre¬ 
ciation course and rural 
film festival over the last 
one deiadc at 
Heopdu, with the cooperation of the 
National Film and Televisioo Inttituie 
and the National Pim Archive, Pune. 
Wthfri I xidius of 10 kn around Heggo- 
du. the rwil oitelectuaL thanks to 
Ninaaam. can engage haneelf 
dia c u aii o na oo Elsmtean. Shakespeare 
or Aristotelian aesthetics' 

Says noted theatre oibc. Ruatooi 
in haa treatise A&asam; A 
Cierini Ahemafrve.^U we bad to choose 
a cuttunl centre in India to^. it would 
not, to my crM. be found n any of 
mgfor nstitut»na in DaSi Bombay. 
Oricutta, Madras, or Bbop^ whidi 
coothue to be isolated from the needs of 
our people. Rather, 1 would locate tfan 
*oan(tt’mche vfla^ofHeggodu. where 
ant Me akernitim not only for the 
Indin theatre but fotthamni 
growth of otr odture at Ivge.” Preen 

Anmek t aodety founded bi 
194P Nbiann haa guhe renah 
abh't daepha the fraqiaet lack of enthu- 
lieim for tfai arts It gattnrtirt. 


Accordn| to ICV. Subbma, the 
giddmg nv and viaon if y betead Nma- 
sam (set boaiX Its growth has not been 
ptannoil Nmaam has actualy evolved 
slowly, g has r e spond e d to needs," Wetfa 
the not of steHrerts &e B.V, Karanih 
and Pre aa ma from Karnataka, and the 
mcreasng daeolstioft of the Kannada 
theatre scene, n mm Subhanna's dynam¬ 
ism that k^ NmasarD gofrig and 
teahmoed a repertory company, perhape 
unparalleled m the coumiy. Tvu 9 tt. 
the Nanaam repertory, m now the t na jof 




9 

i 


e 

e.iw 



tincjtiiieijieraiefts 

SiMWidMtWiW»«eil 





theatre event of Karnataka, with over 
ISO performances of great pbys it more 
than 60 venues, In the three yean emce 
ta lonnation m 19^ Tirugata haa 
performed 430 shows of 11 plays to 
around three Udia of people, three 
quaitere of the Mdwnce befog from 
rural areas. 

The amaaing thing about Ttrugna'i 
wcceaa is the fact rat the rural audi¬ 
ence haa found pleaaure fo a choice of 
pfoyt from Macbeth to The ThroapiaRny 
Open. Saya Banicha, ‘Vot onfo haa 
irtiTiiain Tirugata been able to 
confront such intdlectuil 
pregudices (regardfog ru¬ 
ral au^encea). it haa alao 
, 1 succeeded m demonstrat¬ 
ing that a professional 
theatre can be more or 
less self-supporting.'’ Ev- 
^auis K.V SubMrtfia. 
“We have managed to 
keep Che repertory foian* 
osUy viable so fsi. but 
certemly with great diffi¬ 
culty.’' For the 20 mem¬ 
bers wtw form thia year's 
repertory, it is a grudkng 
routine. The same team 
performs ^ the four plays 
of the repertory, man¬ 
ages b^s and loada 
end urioada the seta n the perfonnfog 
venues. ITiere are shows practkally 
e v er y da y during the an-nionth tour. 

Ihe repertcry ta certanly a marvd of 
logiatKS and ph nn ing. Says Subbma. 
“We dioo&e three pkiyi for adutte and 
one dddren’a pfoy each year. Tha three 
wil indude one v i M dimk, one Indian 
classic and a modem ^y,” For Che 
1968-89 repertory sCartng tbs October, 
the pfoyt are Pocreachandri Tefoswt'i 
Cfodambari Reitmyt directed by K.V. 
Akahan. Chenekyi Pnputebe, an 
of Mudrt Rekshise directed 
by C.R. Jambe, Shakespeare'! Kmg 
Lear dneted by Ra^uninte and a 
chMrea'a play Bheksbenfm dfrecSed 
by K.G. Krfohramfftfay. K.V, Aktefe 
Subhma'a son and a ^iduite it tba 
Natiood School of Dmna, eipfons, 
*3ven tha choice of pfoys e&A yw 
involv es conalderabfo eaeitfoe . Tie 
a cton have to be found freen witfdn tte 
ten of Xk" Why 80? *B«cue ody ao 
oMg can it tofode am bag," 
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Thu kind of prscticaf approach to 
leglatical probfenu enables Tirugata tu 
complete ita annuat schedules. “After 
the aete for the tour play^ are desi^d 
a committee &ir» and dl^cu8M;e how io 
make amaU coniprcituses m older to 
increase t he num^i of common il erT» to 
reduce tbe ioihI load ” Needk^ tu add. 
the set^ are kept simple and fleabie. In 
the 60^d centre > that the repertory 
performs, ba^ty three can boast of a 
proper, fu8v equipped stape. It n in the 
iifht of these constraints that the 
acbevemenis of Tirupaia seem doubly 
woiwknfid 

N ffuum IS pertups the only orftarusa' 
bon that can hope to handle such a 
venture. Members of the repertory, 
drawn mostly from the theatre schooi 
have to go through a rigorous course 
Says CMambara Rao Jambe, school 
pnnapal and NSD graduate. *^e take 
only 15 students The Khoot opens |l 7 
am wtth two hours of physical exercises 
and voice training. We break for break* 
Iasi, meet at Id am tor theory classes. 
After kinch we have prectica] daises and 
later, we rehearse plays the students 
have to produce for tf^n diplomaa oB 
9-30 pm. There are no hohdays.” SmaD 
wonder that (he Nmasam acton and 


actresses can perform a four different 
pbys aas many days. In between, th^ 
change sets, handfo fodits and co s t u mes, 
and carry out nwmia) work. "Even if one 
actor faffs d. we are sunk.** says 
Akshara. 

Ijfe B bard for the Trugata perfor¬ 
mers who only get a month^ stpend of 
Ra €60 But, as Subbanna puinia out, the 
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K.V.Akihn.SiMm'itoii, 
•xpUM, mil chektoi pSyt 
eidirMrfciwhfmo ni Mii n lila 
•urcM. Tht artm Nm to b* 
tomd Irem iritoin a ton el 20, 
bacauM etojf w BM)( cm ft 
inatoaewbM* 


shows are presented at nird ceotrea lor 
ss low as Rs 1,500 per slvw. 
cannot pay more tai most viBafes.” Tte 
total cost of the tepeitory m theilB«e 
years has been Rl 1.20 lakhs, IU2laldu 
and Rs 2.75 lakhs, retpecsiv^. Last 
year the government granted a aubsidy 
of Rs 22.000. Nmasam does not t)cptct 
more knanoal help from the 9 )vm* 
ment. ''The government cannot pgy 
more. There ^ be Questions, natrt* 
ty, from ocher cuhui^ organisabons," 
explains Subbanna. 

This unique iKk o( eagerness to fftb 
financial support wherever posable has 
certainly added to Ninasam's credibility. 
When tlie Fad Foundabon offered a 
grant of H* 12 lakhs to Nmasam three 
years ago, H was taken. The orgamsa- 
Qon first purdiased a bus for the use of 
the repertory, set up sa “equipmeDt 
baidts" with hidit and sound fa{^ties in 
the backward areas of the state for 
promoung focal theatre, set up tr^ning 
programmes for teachers to promote 
film and theatre a^eciabon and then, 
politely refused to take further aid. 
Nmasam accounted for the money used 
and made accountb available for lil 

SUidanB nhmrm tw a pWy UoiKsd 
fsfources. bovndiasseniiHJSieem 
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Theatre, exempt from pubTic haunt 


T te tad rtflOBorty of 

NkemiiibitofK^. S>±bm- 
m Mb b tho eounae thil B co cned 
tha idenwof dte. thBt nwv«d Um 
te ictura to hU vttiae after gndua- 
tian «d mete bb dream p oe b b te h- 
tt bidd B prettiiBMa cuttM cen tr e 
h the heeAiod of KeroMika. When 
SuWAv BBfeed Subbeodt why he 
diOM H«as^ ter hiB dremn. he 
Biid Boipty. TUb b where I be* 

%- ee e emefl drenabc Bociety 
m IM, the Sri NdakinteBhviri 
NetyBBevB Senaha, Bhortened to 
MteBaem. waBBpcwkKtofki tme. 
Seya SgbbaanB. In that eae of 
enthubMRV ft wee eUtted not reely 
•B a chetoe movement....but more 
BB a platfarm for cuihire. Only b tew 
of UB were Dteretted in t to tr e .” 
Sid)beisui'B tether, an agnculturiBt. 
WM the prebdent of the Saogha. At 
thM time Subbeona. ehl an tmder- 
ffmhaau ftudent waa pubMahinf a 
.cydoBtyked newalatter with a group 
d Menda. ter local dreubtHn. 

b the 1960 b Sttebam waa Bcdve* 
W tevolved bi Ute rurringof the Ul 
Bahadur Cdege at Sii^. 12 Ion 
away. He waa. eBaentblly. a mm 
dee^ couceni ed wMb hb mmo- 
DwnL In 1967. he attended the drat 


intereated "We are :iot in a hurry to 
become bieeer than we can manage to 
be," aa&em Subbanna. 

The greateat proof of Nmaaam’a prag* 
matbm la the construction of Ite own 
■uditonum. the ^avarama Karantha 
Range Mandira. Subbam'a tefeaight 
hat enabled Heggodu to boast of a 
well>eqidpP^ theatre that can be the 
envy of tte beat and the moat oatenta- 
tioua in the ckiea. Saya Banicha. "^hne• 
aim has designed it in a way that b 
appropriate to its needs. The probbrn 
with moat of our cuhiiral cawtexea Ske 
the National Centre for the Perf onang 
Ana or Bhant Bhavan. tee *wbte 
etephmta’ of our culture, b that their 
a r d itecturd sites are pfanned even 
bdort the aembbnce of any creative 
wodL" But Ninasitn hod been perform¬ 
er pUya ter two decades befm plan- 
Ting to buid ha theatre. Comequeidy, 
it eacaped '‘etferit who me mere b- 
teratted in craitBU impreaaive tecadea* 
and '"teecnttena ice enormoua ataip 
wkbout adeqatea wbw ipace or with 
poor acouatkai tbM damaod the uae of 
tBcropbmt" 


Am ypft i an iqn <ow«e b Pune, 
arguteed by Mtfie Setoo. and tNa 
became tea temdiHon ter a batbg 
relationship wish aaeom. At the 
aame time thaw were entebg daya 
b Bangdore. ter B.V. Knxh wn 
todong wavee with Bwn btdn^ 
Otdipus HeK Svikneithi and there 
were tee begtanbiga of a revotetion 
on the stage. 

The then finan ce mWeter Rmnak- 
riahoa Hegde once viwted Heggodu. 
Sttebaana Kid hn of hb wQd piaa 
"Let me bufld a theatre here.* 
Hegde, than aa now. a tend patron of 
the ana. smrtioned the MM sum 
and withb a year, a crude theatre 
was ready, which uttnatdy became 
the tefl flsdgert theatre it b today. 

By then already a memb er of the 
Rare Taste Cbb b Sapr. termed by 
AmbufiavfewbgJZHMfDon Bkyde 
Tlbevra and Battbehb PbfeeBldnb a 



K.V. Subbwvii: QiMIng SpM 

The theatre which started off with a 
government bd of Rs 66.000 b 1971. 
thanka to RvnakiiahiB He^. (he then 
finance mnster. was iritmtely com- 
pbtedat a modest coat of Rs 3.2 lakhs 
with centrb and further state government 
aid H b bways at the dsposal of the 
Students who frequently rehearse Thti- 
gala pteys- Tbis b a korun that even the 
NSD fhet not poaieta The 720-aeeter 
b abo tea perfornng base d Nbasam. 
tee entre ter ita Am teativab and 
ap pre eb tion covaea and a haver* for 
mbor productiom cd the Kannada stage. 
aO d which latve been bvtted by Nba- 
lam to pgte i in at Kegfwht 

Beyond bl the prigTwtbm; there b 


nowhere town like Shimoga, Subban 
ni wu planning hn fibn sooety at 
Heggodu. The fint rural film festival 
of grea dasaicB b 1977, the film 
ipprectatkn courae in 1979, the 
t^tre school and the repertory 
have fim^ etishbahed Heggodu as 
the premicf cultural centre of Kama* 

tif? i 

But what b the future? Sm 
Subbma, "We wfl proceed step by 
atep." U wai the plight of io^ou 
youAgsteri who completed the 
couTM tf the thntre school which 
moved Subbanns to atari the repbr- 
ury. Ninaum. which maintalni a 
rebtionafab wite aO ira old students, 
Bays only 20 per cent of them are not * 
engaged b any form of theatre 
activitv. Two memberi of Tfrugati 
have started thru* own repertory and 
some cU members are movtng 
over to B.V. Karanth'a atate*aided 
national repertory , vdneh b soon to 
be announced. There are no baa 
than 28 NSD graduates in Karnataka 
and Nbiaam may yet provide tea 
op^rtuRitiet that the premier 
nationat bstitute did not. But firit 
they wil have to turn their eyea 
away from tee ettbs and look ^th 
banna’s way, towardi the place 
wh ere they belong. 


the genuine desire to prnvide the cultu* 
ril environment (hat stimulates creative 
response. AAshsrs I^nkastana, a pub¬ 
lishing firm run bv Subbanna. has been 
bringing out books in Kannada on the 
greatest Aus b the world and in the 
country. Ninasacn has a bituII library of 
films made by Kuro^wa. Eisenstein and 
Kay. all rendy lor viewuig. Even its dis- 
tance from the harsH sounds of urban hfe 
adds to thf cultural ambience ot Heggo* 
du. But Ninasam is not a '*Tetreat”. For 
Subbanna, an agncultunst. it b hia place 
of work and his passion. He truly 
bebeves that "(ndia lives in her villages". 

As Ruscom Baruchs emphasises, 
*?iinaaam is not another Saniintl^Un. an 
etherealised vision of a haimcmHnislite, 
so rtiapsodyaBy envisioned by Tagore, 
only to corrode into the rotting 

bureaucracy that it has become to^. 
Des^ the obvious Ideahsm teat has 
inspired Ninasam's creation, it ii not a 
dreamworid. an irtifidal refuge aelf- 
con s ci oualy created to resist the vulgir- 
Ity of our times... Nmaaam is e dace of 
work." 
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For love 
not money 

They gel norhing out of it, but each year hundreds 
of foreigners descend on Calcutta to work 
with the city's poor 


'They dont fice any nestm /w Jt 
They haven't been made immune to the 
9t8ht of poor peoph suthnng. ast mi 
have by the tnumg oi ywr 
upbeoing They $ee nu reason ^ 
there to be such poverty and disease m a 
country that's not ready poor, not at the 
bottom of the Ttard Wortd heap ." 
—Jack Prefer 

“They can came and do some thmga 
hr the poor but they mast come with 
proper Maas for this Can you tmagtne, if 
yougotoAmeriaofEngtandandb^ 
to do soapi work there, onatounatvia, 
what worn happen^ Thetr authonaea 
would never aOow n " 

—Indan government otfcul 

^Meajfdmy husband sold everything 
to oaase hm to work for fioUicr 
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Tvesi. It W9S in inner need to serw 
We wofic throMgfi ibe dny end m 
the evenmgs we att m our hole botd 
rocm and re^ the Scnptiffet.'' 
young lawyer from Ptnsburgh. USA 


every dav but whose numberv aiid 

tdestvie remain more or les» the mow 
TK y letum to Europe. Amerua or 
Australia when thecr hobdaya. visas cu 
sianuna run out What they i^e bdkk 
with them ranges from feathers in the 
caps ^ thetf consaence to deep psycho 
lo9cal trauma 

They ere the products of the Ust 25 
years of European and American hrs- 
tory *n>ey grew up in the Seventies, a 
decade that was bland and had no 
trumpeted moments of revolt, a decade 
where those who had stayed "straight’* 
m the Suities came into their own It was 
ako a time of violence and Uulnod as 
immigrants, minorities and others who 
faced adversitv because of the changmg 
times began to react by thinking abmit 
themselves and sometimes taking their 
very real denuinds to (he streets 

Mott of the foreign volunteers in 
Calcutta would never thmk of them* 
selves as enher hippies or as members 
of the PeKe Corps of the Sixiies But 
they have rejected the current trend of 
self-obseNtion and mwsrd*tuming in 
Eurc^ean and American society Tbev 
are neither yuppiei nor punka, though 
there are elements of both in their 
atbtudes and attire 

The people they deal with every day, 
the ’‘poor of the city", have varying 
opnvns about them "1 don’t know why 
\heH people come here." says Abdul 
Hahm, one of the regular patients ii Jack 
Pregcr's roadside dmic on Middidon 
Kow. Jsck 'a Kanch As a nursing student 
from France puts lotion on hia leg. 
affected by leprosy, he ahakei his head 
and asks. "Why do people work' For 
money Someone must be giving them 
something Hwy must be getung paid, if 
not here, then where they come mxts^ 
kuehh to mike hogajvocr, nehi to Ayun 
aafe,^" 

A volunteer’s map of Calcutta would 


IkfMT a iitie taNMv Sn 


S ome are mtddte'aged but most of 
them are young. They stay in ! 
Calcutta for periods ranging rom | 
two days to SIX months Some of them 
cone intending to dd the work that ^ley | 
amerse ffiemaelves bi. and sone just ! 
bd nto It For varymg reasons they 
*^lol^nt6eF’ at one of die two or three 
pbeea where they cry to pcovde the 
poor ^ the egy with medKil be^ tnd 
W«lwM«Dic, but sometimes bupht- 

a 'Mfoca and comfort Neither pwe 
Its mr dMiie uHMMriii. thmra 
fo e <Ajb Wm n«n ibs f B hlg ctegiM 








I cut across the poshest and poorest pans 
\ of the city. Sudder Street would be in 
\ the centre with ontf of its cheaper hotels 

< serving as heme base. A hne down Krec 
j Scbutil Street and Middleton Row would 
i lead to Jack Prejter's cHme. wtvh. by 
j chance or high wit, is located on the 

< curve nghr across the road from the 
mam gate nf LornUt College. As the 
well-dressed young women emerge 
from the insHtutkm, they are nbtieed to 
walk past the long row oi people wading 
to be treated by lYeger and Ns ever* 
changing team of voltinteefs. 

Another bne would lead down from 
Chowringhec to Kalighat, where a 
volunteer walks past the heckling oS the 
temi^ pandas ar>d the stares of the 
sNipk^epers to Mother Teresa's home 
(ur the dying and the dcstftute, Nirroii 
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Hriday. They work there under the 
comrnand d Sister Luke, who rules wHh 
an von hand and a heart of gokL 

Across the Howrah Bridge, on Bek* 
kous Road, stands Naba Jib^ On Low* 
er Circular is the Mother House, 
Mother Teresa’s heack^uarters, w N c h is 
one d the first pfam of pdgrtnage for 
the volunteer kx3kng for work. Prom 
here the new v<gunCeer is sent to one of 
the other centres ran by (he Msssionar* 
ies of Charily—at Dum Dum. at Sealdah 
Station or on Lower Circutv Road itself. 

Overind on this mq> would be another 
that would kght up oi^ after six o'doefc 
n the evening The line would a^ go 
down Chowringhee, but this time it 
wouM turn left, past the Teu Centre on 
in Ho CN Mvdi Strvi ml stop at the 
gates of (he British High Comfni aafo n. 


a 


Here the British Ckib boUs Ha gather* 
ingB on Thursday^'pub ni^’. U the line 
ccaitinuea firth^ south, it makes a 
sharp ri^ past the Calcutta Club and 
leads to tht fortified dwellings the US 
Marine Corps where the Marine Chib 
occasion^ wefoones vohmteers on 
Friday Nghts. 

F ur moat eveungs. however, the 
map would stay co nfi ned to ttte 
Sudder Street-Park Street area, where 
those of the vohmteers who are not 
ctmfmed to bed by gastric stiacks. 
wander the streets, fighting oft the 
altentkoa of the seisMed beggar kida 
(who speak English, French and Ger* 
man), and (ha tStctkjm of fit young 
men oiisvig by In Marutia (apcakii^ 
only one aantoce: “Hey sexy babv. yu 









wantu .. with 

Gayle Humphrey can afford only the 
occasoQil ty^t out Her day begina 
early, when her helpers net up the 
tarpaulin and pull out the parent cards 
and medicines at Jack's Ranch. At about 
6 am. MW patients, some of whom have 
cone from piacea as far away a$ Can* 
nng. start to kne up for their reystia * 
boo numbers. At about S am. ^ger 
and tbe other vohsiteers amve and the 
work be^na. As the day proareeses and 
the heat mounta. Huirvhrey feta into 
ber daily rhythm. She handks every¬ 
thing im diafnosis to treatment to 
<ho«isng neianea to the patients. 

Humphrey. 29. « a quaHhad nurse 
from New Zaahnd. She has been "on the 
road** for over the last three yaara. 
Tiwaing throat *Saitb-£ast Am, 


working with hoapKah aed vdlage dimes 
m Thiferl and Indooesaa. ipen^ "an 
occasional week bemg a proper tounet 
on a beadi”, she amved n Calcuna 
aomeune ago. 

Watdeng over wadmg babies and 
shaky new recnots at Dr Preger's dnc. 
ahe anjcubtea the mobvaiioAofaofne^ 
the vohimeers: "A lot of the young kids 
m the West feel Mie they want to do 
something But they re reiuctam to just 
IDve money. You feel that the money is 
goiM to budd the posh buddings for 
UNt^O and to pay the satanes of 
bureaucrais who rush aboui m poocy 
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cars dengMig hrskh progmines that 
don't really mk. Money always seems 
to cornet people. AfotofthebdsfoelH 
is mure honest to do somethng them¬ 
selves. even i it a only a bt& bet" 

Some feel a IS ther twn to airy the 
baton of vdunteenng for a couple of 
weeks, “domg their bit'’, arrymg on td 
others amve freen the West to rebevc 
them of their lesnpeeary burden. For 
others, ft 0 a way of gaining Hands-on 
expenence” with side or &fing patients 
01 order to ^np-sUrt" thv careers as 
doctces or miraes or health burcauents 
when they return home. On the more 
positive side, there sre thoae who conic 
here sod understand that what they do is 
fofffy msignificaot n the context of (he 
huge probl em s that exist n the world. 

Scene voluDteers are even hoiest 
eoou^ to admt that diey are doog th» 
land of work prmanly for themselves, 
as one Sawed and bni^ of deatsig 
wkh a completely iKen real^. A very 
lew of (he vohioteers dsow a strong 
deteimnebon to stay here lor m long at 
poswhie Bat come beck as rany tines 
ss they can. Ther trlpa badt home 
provide the necesaary opponunitiaa to 
earn mora moasy CO aoppM damaelves 


fu if 


here and to get new visas. 

A sooal worker who has wfX'Kcd in 
the Pdkhana basfl. Dehu Ghosh, is nioir 

rnbcal uf the mobves that bnng penple 
to the aty as volunteers '1 would 
differentiate between people like 
Mother Teresa, Jack Preger or snme 
one kke Father Laborde who has lived m 
the nudst of the poor m Filkhana for the 
last 20 years, and most of these people 
who pass throu^ The difference is one 
of commtcmenl to this thankless and 
never-endmg task as a way of Lfe, as 
opposed to mere involvement, no mat¬ 
ter how mtenae. for a short period." 

Ohoeh >ays he would place the more 
sim ere Uw temporary volunteers or a 
higher level lhan a kit of others who 
come wnh clearly suspect intentions. 
"Dominique Utpierrc may have had 
smeere feelings, but it shouldn't be 
claimed tha* hi< book <1 a document of 
reahty He has wniten a readable work 
of fiction based on what he saw. but 
without understanding very much of 
what he saw 

"Many people come here, hang 
around the misMons and the clinict for a 
few days', shoot bta of pictures, tafk to a 
couple of other Wesieroera and go back 
and wnte knowledgeable articles about 
the horrort they have Ken and con¬ 
fronted This, in turn, gives many peo¬ 
ple m the West some very stupid 
precnncepiiona, which they th^ come 
here and work very hard to confirm," 
saya Ghosh He recounts the story of a 
Finniah woman who came here to volun¬ 
teer only to be diaappoinLed iliat there 
were so few beggars on the streets* 

Turn IS a sturddy buiH young man from 
ihe southern part of the Diuted Stales 
Though rehgKMJs. he does not seem to 
share the typical rmx of condescension 
and Bible-thumping fervour to be found 
in many of his compatnots frum (he 
same area "You know, when I pick up 
that man’s feet and put my hands on 
them, when I put Vasebne on them and 
foel my human touch reach him. when I 
sense that he feels a bttle comfort. 1 
realy foel humble. 1 feel as (hough God 
henself was m some way touchmg that 
man's foet through me and my acuens. ” 
he says, talking about his ei^enence at 
Moth» Teresa's home for the dying and 
the destitute m Kali^t. ' 

T alking to the Mtienta there irudies 
rwo things very dear. Tom is m- 
prded by them as one of the few 
excepboRs to the general role of volun¬ 
teers with most of whom the locals feels 
massive ccmmuniation gap. Secomfly. 
g 0 ihia very gap that reduces the best 
etkeu of many U them (o utter failure. . 
The complei needa of fragrie old people J 
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A frNM» vQluniMr wth t eom#iilMy Man iwMjr 


in the home are hard to expre^a and 
often go unheeded 

This same i ominuncalKm gap is man* 
ife^ted n a lij^er vein at Nabe jiban, 
where the nteds of tlie urchns who pov 
intn the compound every Sunday munt- 
a^g are simpler and eaver to meet. 
Around the cumec from the mam pUy- 
ground, the vohinicerv give the ki^ 
tlieir bnihs. drerKhing themselves liber¬ 
ally m the proivas. Om of them inf^orrm 
me that .ill (hu kids are orphaned wads. 
Hut lhi> IS a misconccplHin that is soon 
put to rest Most of the children have 
families, whu pul them out to work at 
varxMs }obs by the tune they are ux or 
seven They are sent to Naba Jiban by 
their parenib for free meals and medica- 
iHin. 


women complain that some offkiaK a 
charge at granting visa extensuns ust'd 
to make a quid pru quo very clear. liVlien 
they were tumd down, they would 
retaliate by serving eiqwlsiun notres. 
nstrucwig hoieH ur guest houses to 
evKl the aben Sometimes the women 
would have inept agents foluwing them 
around the city. Vanya Kewlev. a jou * 
nihsi for Canadian Kadio. is sjod to have 
gathered enough evidrnre (u lonfrunt 
the authontws and have nne tiiphrated 
uflical transferred. But, aciurdmg to 
several volunteers, the latter ts st^ at 
hs orv^ial job. 

"I know It's not fan to make gener- 
ahsatiuns about tM fndun men.'* says 
Ann. an American journalist who came 
to Inda to travel and now does v(4unteer 


When the bathing and minor medica* 
Lion are cpver, (he kid', stand m rows 
tonkmg impatieiUlv at «i stack ot thah^ 
filk^d with f<xid A young b(»v with a 
cross dangting from his neck savs grace 
in ’nixb. "Msi pnbitu Ko iss kfuurak k< 
h\c aWiaar defa huun." while the others 
repeat each sentence, ^learlv irnpalwnl 
to get down to the business of eating. 

Kor w«nen vohintcers in Calcutta, 
the challenge greater Sexual harass¬ 
ment seems to coniu from all sides. If h 
Is not a l<xicly Kurepuan exetnilive who 
senses Oh; probpecl of conquest when a 
gill leases a pany early, then rt is the 
bovb in Maruiis, seeking the fulfyinent li 
titeir Umabies basc'd on NKI impoited 
films 

On iiccauon. even buieaucrats use 
their power as leverage for Kisi. Many 
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work seven days a week, the 
number of men who approach you on tba 
street and immediately start askng you 
about 'free sex’ id the West, and then 
within another Half a minute ask you to 
sleep wdh them, is not funny...I don’t 
want to be rude to them. Initially. I talk 
to them. But it doesn't surpnse me lhaf 
most while wnmen arc msiantly on Uie 
defensive Alter ycxj've been pmposk* 
lioned three or four tmiea. it's quite 
understandable " 

The shunting back and forth of tick, 
poor people, however, is » Ur gninmer 
busuievs tfuui the sexual hnraasmeni 
faced bv these women As kids from all 
over the iity mak»* a bee line for Naba 
Jiban on Sundays, nuny villagers come 
into Cidcutu from m far Canning to 
ret'eive the help they have fieard nf by 
word of nvxith. Ilwre are c.fses where 
patients receive radonirxi thi'nipy for 
cancer at a ho%pilal in the citv hut not 
the bandaging that goes with ii as an 
essential pan nt ilu* treatment. Quite 
often Jack Preger sends a volunteei to 
accoenpanv a pabent in urgent need of 
hiApit^iMlKHi to one of the big hospil- 
aH. only to find admisaxin lefused. 

"More than the govemmeiii getting 
Xitel Jack ur has^hng Ifiose of us who 
wurk wKh hm. I feel we aie fighting 
other medKaJ institutions and health 
systems ai the city. You can deal with 
(he cops and the t'uuris. but it's really 
frustrattng to see the effort you've put 
into making a patient Iwtter come to 
nothing when a svnple bitle treatment 
which we can't provide is unav,itlal>le to 
them at some huge city hospital." says 
Gayle Humphrey 

It IS a tacTuhar compbeit. voiced hy 
vohmlrers from Kakghat to bealdah. 
Humphrey u one of the few who are 
aware of the context and the heavy odds 
under whneh the hospitals in the nty 
operate Most volunteers, however, are 
blissfully unaware of the situatxm faced 
by medical personnel m the city's large 
huspdaU. 

h'or the poor ot (he city those comngs 
and gomgs mean little but an addition to 
the already biaarre bank of images ffi 
their bves. Help, m whatever slupe it 
ccxnes, ts never enoiq^ ur consistent 
They are too accurately and cyncsBy 
aware of titeir own stnigfdes and hiscoe* 
les to consider these efforts as more 
than momentary pauses of rekef fli their 
arduous journeys. The passing human 
contacts that the v^unteera make re- 
mam as images n two vet 7 different 
systems c4 understanding and re* 
membennfi. to be seen end mterpreced 
by the ones who visit and leave, a^ the 
ones who are vttted sod left. 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 11 SEPTEMBER 1986 BY AMRITLAL 



Mm 01 in n fci-a Am 

Do not b* impu^wv* « your 
ftctlon# Manort of (no hevt 
wM maKo aioady progroaa 
tt>ia weoK On (he profm* 
atonal from, howovar, tttara ara lAaly lo bo 
probtonia Stoo with eara bt^ oo not loao 
your contidanc* With patiarteo tod raaih* 
onoa thtooa will aoon tmprovo Bo carofui 
about axponOitura Ounr>Q (hoaa day$ and 
do not irtdulda in unnocaaaary apacuUbon 
PnonOa will provide unoxooctad help 
M «Ma: 11. 12 and 16 

My Mbair 6. 0 and 9 

Povaarabla BraaHaa: South*woei 


TJUMUI <21 Apm—39 *9?) 
Tni$ waoN t vary uoiucKy 
lor you ii> all irienara of 
ODocuiaiion Theratora do 
not lake undue r^ki Thiaii 
a problemaiic phaaa lor you but your w* 
power and pareevererKe w^ii eee you 
through aucceaafuHy An old friood wtH 
oome beck into your Me ro render invafu 
eble eeivica Ai work euoordtrtetee wiR 
ceuae iroubfa 
M 9ai«: 12 . 13 and td 
My Mtoban: s . ’ and a 
PavaaiaMa dlraMaa: Norih-weir 


OEIHM <21 llaf-29 Ml 

You may dam through 
properly or mauranca rati- 
lara A fair measure ol 
peace and nappmasa d m 
atore tor you iNa weak arto me home from 
wiR rtol poee probleme However, the time 
la not fa^urable lor romartca and matnmo* 
nial affairs The profesftonai front doaa not 
look panicularfy bngN, but do noi despair 
■a thie is a ptaamg phase ano good times 
•re Imrrunem Pamtiy members will help 
you In drfffcullies 
eead Mar id. 16 and f7 
Mr iMen: 4. 6 and 7 
FeaamMe dkaciae: East 


CAHCER (21 M—29 M 
This weak is favourable lor 
new contracts You must 
taka the mmaiiva and 
embark on a new venture 
These of you m servica wiH be prtaenied 
wim an opporiunriy for (Iks You wtH prob¬ 
ably be raouired to spend a lot of lime with 
your family as your help may be leomrad m 
raaoMng minor problems Do not be too 
ha^ in matteri of the heart as lh*a «r>o( a 
favourable week tor romence 
M Me: ti, 12 arto 13 
M* aMan: 3. 5 and € 

PaiMM 9MMi: West 


UO <21 MMi Mail 
Stfangers wvi help you me 
week. knarxjaHy or other- 
ftS||9 *1 wise In spite of the help. 

you wA have lo face a 
number of problems On the domeebo 
fiont there wl be diapum ano ouarreia 
Try not to get etrtbrotied m such probiemi 
Per thoee wbo are marrted an urvSerstand* 
mg aofatoe tcwarda your partner«impera* 
bve The week, however it favourable for 
all ihoet who are rtoi yet employed 
•aad dMat: 12, 14 and 16 
My aMM 2. 4 ar>d 5 
fasaaraila diracMa: Soum 




VI990 (21 Aafast-*29 
taMM The IS a vary 
KfCky week eapec^ahy tor 
women and chSdran You 
wfR tide over a loi of prob> 
kama wtacn you have been facmg of late 
Domeaue Me wsi be smooth W4h care end 
anenbon your heiAh wil anprove EMerty 
family members however, may suffer from 
iHneea er>d cause worry Aomsrtce « tore* 
caai tor those stiR Mrigto 
Bead 99IW. ft. 13 15 

IM MMrr 1 4 and 9 
Nsnribto RlraM: Norti 



U9IU (21 ttpMar 19 
OcMail This weak there 
are chances of gaming 
mor>ey or property tiw un' 
espectad sources Qener- 
any. the period le orte of m tertee and hectic 
activity Busmtssmen should a void un* 
neceaaery risks Those who are abRunam- 
ptoyed rteed not loae hope Opponumbea 
wiR soon come your way Do not heenaie to 
take help offered by fnenoa or ecquemi* 
■r>cea they may help to remove obstacles 
in your pem 

Qaed dM 13. IS M f7 
iMfqr Mlarr 2 4 and 6 
ra iiB a R H MM: Soum-eest 


ICORPIC (21 Oeiabar—29 
Haeaatoan This week is not 

very favourable tor many of 
you Thera wM be disputes 
and controveraies, espe*! 
atity within the family A word of advice 
ataer clear of such controversies as far at 
possible Women wM help to amoothen 
mantra Unkka (he men. Ihe fairer aex wIR 
have a pfeasant and anfoyabie time They 
writ be praaentad with clothes and oma* 
ment s 

Bead dalaa: 1S> 16 and f7 
My Mbara: 4, 6 and e 
PayamMa dbaclae: North-east 


SA9ITTAMU9 <21 NaMm- 
bar—29 Peaaisbar) This \t a 

f ood week for romance 
hose of you engaged in 
busmaas vanturai wih be 
required to shoulder added reaponsibiij 
ties You may have to undertake a Ihp tor 
mattera oi Duamesa You win have to guard 
well against miatoading advioa and 
rumours Feitow your mtuiton but do not 
make too many alterations m your ptana 
now Oomaetic life wiH run smoothly 
Bead isiM: 12. T4 and IS 
Lacby ■wtosia: 3 S and 7 
favaaraWa dlreaUaa: West 




CAHUCOBN (21 Basambas- 
29 Jaasaryl This week is 
very lavourabto tor craativa 
work AH your actvRiea In 
Itos field will prove fruitful If 
you ara careful m your mveitmant you will 
gam fmanciaHy A change ol raaldenoa la 
iikafy Latters will brrng M the goM (idinge 
you hcve been waiting ter A favoured 
week tor lovers So do not postpone 
imponint decisiona 
Bead dates: it 13 and t6 
Laaby aRiwban: 2, € and 9 
FavDvam dlracMea: South 

AOUARIUI <21 Mafy-20 
FsbfMiY) This IS the kma to 
make amends lor the pael 
The week is also favourable 
tor new vanturaa anhough 
si/cceaa will not come your way very 
qikckty Do not be drscouraged pe^ever* 
ance will bnng iti reward You will be 
preoccupied wuh work But try noi to be 
irrabonat in tncky siluabona There are 
chences of an increase in aalary and addad 
reaponaibiiilv You have womaa on iha 
domestic front 
BaM dslll: 13. IS end 16 
Lacby itoiabera. 6 7 and 0 
ravaaraRli diracttoa: Nonh 




PtSCES (21 Fabrasrv—21 
Maitbl Problems are signi 
fied ofi the ptolessionil 
front this week You are 
tneratore advised lo pro- 
ceeo with great caution in your vrork If you 
exercise enough tact, you will benefit Be 
careful of whai you say and to whom you 
say It You are kkely to face difficulties in 
your personal Me too You wifi rt?ed to 
appfy patience and understanding in re¬ 
solving problems 
BeM datar il, 12 and 17 
Mv iibaft: 2 3 and 4 
re se ar ib la dbaeHea: Eaat 


Whlto *e AQuWkia man ta aoDtohenaiva and hMMnt «man h Pbmea to 9aomiaA-maiv«. the Uo woman kftowi 
exeetfy whit aha wonts and «ready to hgM^d HtoRtMytomeenmdnantahing.lftofediito’w. 
hmm w Mngrmn TNe(wopaftnaf»mMaH9amtobefM< c iflDtfif b QaAM n» an<id|a9b ng tii»aMhcRher. > 



have all along 
been businessmen 
engaged In winning 
freedom and prosperity 
for our country our 
chosen methods." 


- S.L. KIRLOSKAR 




India's industrial growth owes its ongm and rts strength to the 
pioneering efforts of individuals and groups who survived countless 
difficulties in establishing their enterprises 

f have followed in the footsteps of my father Laxmanicio KirlosJ<ar 
His undaunted spirit laid a strong foundation for us to build upon This 
legacy will persist down the KirlosJtar generations 

My father used to say "iiou cannot distribute wealth unless you 
first create It. And you canrwt create It unless you know how/' If 
we have primarily remained in the engineering industry rt is because 
engineering is what we know best 

\M shall continue to contribute to lr>dia's sooal and ecDr>omic 
betterment through engineering excelJerKe — our chosen method 


WO 
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HEALLV?, 


1 can't Baiesc 
'tfOU REAP THIS 
lUHOlE0PO<..v 


^1 REAPTH6 
RRSTWOlP.. 



NOW CAN hOU UlRlTC A 
ROOK REPORT IF >10V'VE 
ONlT REAPTHE WruiORPr 





C A 




INTERNATIONAL COOKERY SPECIAL 


H«re'< WE InttmaUonal Cookery Special with 
connolueur'i eulelne preeented on a platter t 
An IndlipenMble coltector’i Item to rdlsh and cherleh 
with over 50 exotic recipes from every part of the 
globe. 

This comprehensive housekeeping htipmate brings 
you uptodate on die art and science of kitchen 
management, table setting, perfect parties and other 
aspects of cooking and serving food. 

PLUS REGULAR HOT. SWEET AND SPICY FARE OF 
ABSORBING ARTICLES. SCINTILLATING STORIES AND 
FABULOUS FEATURES. 


m ^ ^ M BUY A copy TODAY 

li^xnans era 



BUILDS YOUR PERSONALITY 


BUILDS A HAPPY HOMF 


/NOM'SUflGeSTSei.t.(NG WOMENS MAGAZINE/N ENGLISH•PuWiMMO)' OELNIPAfiSS.NewOWN 










ODDSANDTRENDS 


WP 

cefUinly hu a way of 
geiting what iht wants! 

Oo 2X Auguat Kama! Bam. 
West Be^CMJyot) 

Buu's wife, decided it was 
time she visited the holy 
thme at Tarakeahwar. The 
First Lady of Bengal had 
made up her mind and 
obviously nothing could make 
her alter her deciaion. Re¬ 
sult: the entire railway admi- 
nistncion wu cfarown into 



panic. After all. the CM'a 
wife couldn't be expected to 
travel with the riff-raffs ol 
society! 

With no pnor notice of 
Kamal Basu's programme, 
the local train was all set to 
leave Howrah Station, when 
all of a sudden, officials of the 
Calcutta Police were seen 
frantkally padng up and 
down the i^tfe^ They 
aoon ente^ a compartment 
and asked afi the paaaengers 
to alight because the CM'a 
wife and her entourage bad 
to (ravel in comfort Heated 
argumcsts werefbloved by 
aMAKharge. 

The VlPa finafiy boarded 
the train, leaving a crai) of 
harassed and diagnintled 
passengers. Does this then 
mean that even si Marxist 
Bengal common passengers 
have to put up with the 
whbntofVIPs? 


The pledge was as Mcn4 

II the occaiioQ on whi^ 

K sfit made. When Sadvltiar 



Haiivar, a vohiniafy orgi- 
usation in Gidarat to^ ds 
volunteers to the jail to tie 
nUas 00 the wrists of pria- 
oners on Raksha Banyan 
day. they wen in for a sur¬ 
prise. 

Apart from the normal 

e iei of prisoners 10 re- 
I ihemaelves. seven in¬ 
mates undergong kfe sent¬ 
ences. pledged to donate 
their kidneys and eyes in 
recipmeation of Panvar'a 
gesture. 

Even as onlookers were 
Med with emotion, one thing 
was dear even hardened 
crimnals were not wnhoul 
feeling. 

M^djarhmhy 

R eporting has Us own pit- 
falls, but when corres- 


pOTKients indulge in unwar¬ 
ranted one-upmanship. the 
reuft can be disastrous. A 
recent cue in posit was the 
Bihar earthdudie. which was 
a diiastevai right, but made 
to appear worse tv the news 
npont. As ii happened, on 
that fateftd Sunday when 
large p^s of north Bthar 
were rat by the tremor, the 
correspondents of the two 
national news agencies, sit¬ 
ting in Puna, tapped their 
sources and agrM on I 
particular death tod. 

But the correspendent of 
one agency shot o 1 ! a death 
figure of boo. Lesrmg of 
the correspondent of 
the nval agency, not to be 
outdone, reportedly dashed 
o8 a Ngher tod figiM of700. 
The Prune Minister rushed 
toBiortoaeefint-hand the 
eitcni of the calamity. So did 
the agency correspondents 
the next 6rf. only to find, 
much CO their chagrin, that 
the death tol was levs than 
200! 



He is like any other boy of 
his age. He lows watch¬ 
ing comedies cn television 
arid is sddicted to conguter 
gunea. He reads fiction and 
codecU sea shells. He ia 


THIS INDIA 



Ai)un Desai, an 11 -yeai uU 
tvy studiing at New York s 
Thomas Jefferson Public 
School 

Recently, this shy. bes¬ 
pectacled youngster wax 
presented with the presti¬ 
gious Presidential Academic 
Faness Programme award iif 
the US in recognition of his 
outstanding aademk 
achievement 

He is understandably 
ecstatic about the honour 
bestowed upon him. After 
aB. he has a cerlificale signed 
by none other than President 
Ronald Reagan himself! 


Who^efunth? 

ueation: 11 you are a 
mimsier in Tripura and 
you need money to buy a 
cdour television, whatwuuM 
youdo? 

Answer: Help yourself to 
government funds. 

Two CoflgressU) mins¬ 
ters in the state have done 
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just that. They wanted to 
buy colour TVs. but were 
ih^ erf funds. L sing the 
advantage of their nunistenal 
position, they decided to help 
themselves from the state's 
offers. A big sum was 
drawn from the funds meant 
for femily welfare, materraty 
health and the unversal im> 
muoisation programme. 'Two 
GolourTVseU worth K$ 

31.950 each were purch¬ 
ased. 

On the other hand, former 
CM Nr^n Qiakraborty.haa 
been aloeied only a si.^ 
room in the legislaiora’nos- 
leL Havingb^outofpow- 
tfforsomanyyevt, the 
CoQgresa mWstara are 
pertraps now making up on 
lost Qpportwkles. 













Remembrr ihe day before your 
wuddm;' Your mother and you talked 
rmo ihv small ixHjrv of the mommg 
She told vog the meaniiijt of marrtage, 
those link uimpromiv^ you would 
have to m ik. how to fit into hu Ufe 
and how lo please him However, hke 
most woms n vuur mother shied away 
fiom one scD'iiivc \vpK —the right 
iontracephvc method to use 


The uft, wet coBdoffl 

The condom one of the satcit 
simpleei arid surest of coot raieptivcs 
U dws not involve a visit to the doctor 
Of a clinical examination Nor does it 
mean surgery, pam or distomfort to 
your body Now thinnerand finer than 
ever befem. the condom protects 

^ HjHp withov 11 Jiterfenng with the pleasure 

Kohboor conAdcncf 
Ask for Kohinoor by name at youi 
PHRSp nearest chemist One of 1 ndra's largest 
selling condoms. Kohinoor gives you 
iW ^ the confidence of knowing YOU are 
absolutely safe It is lubricated and 
made from i he finest latex to give vou 
a near natural Feeling Each condom is 
ekciiDmcallv tested for tola] safety 
lhat's the Kohinoor Lonfidence K i1 any wonder that 
milliom ctf couples all over India arc chousing Kohinoor as 
the safest, most pnclKil method of contraception ' 

Kohinoor 6 from the people who understand your need 
for privacy.protection and pleasure, for a conirjceptive that 
IS atboJutely safe And your wrsh to make your man lage the 
best thing ihat ever happened to both of you 


1 he cuniraccpilve confusion , 

I here is a hewildcnng choice of 
umiracepliMs todav And making the 
nghi shoKs IN not easy Some methods m/R 
involve I hi tension of sou nting days wSMuf 

(you could go wrong so easily), while 
others carry the risk o1 side or after effects Or worse, 
the embarrassment ol a cluneal cxamioation Some 
deps ik1 upon the temperature for effectiveness Surely 
iheic IN I ^oniracepiivcmeihod that’s absolutely safe 
Without itK mess, the accompanying side effects or one 
Ihai insoK is i lot of preparation ’ Whai you need is a 
sate simple sun method that is right for both of you 



Plan your family with Kohinoor conscience. 


Product 


I^CaSMJMCATOUUVf III 




W e afl know thkt JayaU- 
Istha and Janaki hate 
each cpther. but lees known » 
the enmity between the Con- 

K s(l)a two larml fenme 
e$ Jayanti Natarajan, 
the pert, MP, can’t 

stand V)9ayanthimaU. the si* 
ver Mreen’s Rih to pobtica 
and doesn't care who knows 

It 

As neither woman ts of 
much consequence poktical* 
ly, their enmity mii^t have 
passed unnoticed h^ both 
ladies not ihosen to be 
around when Kajiv Candh 
recently touted laiiul Nadu 
That tnp wda disimgiiished 
by endless bickeiinx be¬ 
tween the two wcineii who 
refused, point blink, to even 
share the room they had 
been allotted m a lamilNiHiu 
Tourism Uevekipinent Viir 

{ loralion hotel "Who is 
ayanb^’ derrwndi'd Vy)aydn 
thimala impcrHHjsly am 
known all over the country ' 
Setevted Ms Ndtsrajan "If 
I’d become a %n darner, 
then even I'd be known in 
that way " And so on 
Sighed a Uami minister 
accompanying the PM 
'These Tamils^ As if Fartha 
and Mam weren't enou^t, 
we've now got to cope with 
these squabbhng girls'" 


Rajiv’s 


*coualn’ 


^^obticaans m Maharashtra 
■ are snpressed by the 
behaviour of Maraban Pairs* 
wall, a young CongresstI) 
MLA who, It was bi^ved. 
wea related to Rsjiv G^dhi 
<Ihe Prime Mmster's staff 
My that they are not aware 
fl< any knah^.) 

Recently, Shared Pmr 
rmda yo^ PatraweUa a 
rDUatar. So thnM w ^ 
MU m ba niilected to 


Vylayantwnalar ago proHama 

turn 19 lor the sweamg-ai 
ceremonv 

PobuCMns kicked forward 
then, tu Nvevuc hen at the 
openmg day of the Makur* 
ashtia Legisldture TIbs too 
was not lo be Master Patra 
waDa had (akon ofi for the 
airport to bid goodbye to the 
man who mav- or maynof'* 
be his cousin ITtite Minster 
Rd|iv Oandhi 

Neverthrle^, has peers 
were certani that Mvaban 
would turn up on (he day of 
electioRS to the Legislative 
Council They were wrong 
again The penpatetic Patra 
wiBet had flown off ^ri^road 

Considenng that the feflow 
IS never around and hkes 
goeig abroad, perhaps he is 
Rapv Gandhi's cousm after 
aD! 


stotomofits 


^%ne cf a womts pnsed 
^^aaaets. i « believed, m 
bse But wtait hspp«M 
when a law strands of her 





DECCAN DIARY 


MAHAKUMBAKiMaM 


follow *Jayalafatha is a dr4s 
ter." raved Neduncheshiydn 
and recalled his glorwus past 
when none other than DMK 
founder C N Aimadum had 
tnvtled him to lead the party 
as rts general secretary Who 
was this bUck'tongued 
woman to call Ivn a "^llen 

httf"? 

The rebuttal of PaniutU S 
Ramachandran. who played a 
key role n the negations 



brsiitifu! bdes fall olT Does 
^ bother to pack them up’ 
No. accordng to the tireb 
rand of larral Nadu pobtKS 
Ms Jayalakiha. «ho sub^ 
quentJy vnuil on to m^e a 
bair-raisiAg statement, 
T hose who left my i an^ are 
kk« such unwanted, (alien 
hair ’ 

IV reference was ub* 
vious. the I ebcl leaders 
w hom shehad expelled ^r* 
ticulariy Neduncheahiyan and 
Pancutti Ranuchandran 
were not going to lake 
such 'eldest’ yatimnts 
from her lying down 
lamL lair is a drty woid) 
nie retorts were quick to 

NstfuntfaiMyao; out of favow 


Nnrvm.blumaRMk 

to end the Sn Lankan ensts, 
was even more Munt "If 
we are hairs GUen off her. 
what about (hose men still 
dnging onto her’ They are 
aD bound to leave her sooner 
<K later and when they do 
that, one wonders jiom 
which places m the body they 
wA tall off" 


Police wars 


T he confessions of the 
notnr)ous sutonckshaw 
driver cum underwork! don, 
Cownshankar (better known 
as "AutO'Shardcar") befm a 
sessions judge have created 
quite a flutter in the pobce 
force ei Tamil Nadu A bitter 
war IS on between two nval 
sections of the pobce force, 
each trying to expose the 
other's connections wnfi the 
osnoBl Now. one saaor 
poke officer has come out 
with a video cassette wtidi 
reveals that the rival camp 
had dose Mu with the boo* 
tieggar. The cassette, wbkh . 
the officer daned was worth 
over Rs one bkh. was the 
answer to the ndeo cuaecte 
in the ClD'a poeieidon, 
vfetleb iboared them it 
SfaMte’e gueati. 
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Is JKMW aMlWI: fUlIv 0*n9>l MVOT •• I* 


AContessaby 
any other name 

II of Delhi is chuckhn^ 
^%over (he saga of Rajiv 
Gandhi and the Meae^ 
giAed to him by jordan's 
King Hussein. According to 
the security drill, the VM 
must travel m a motorcade 
six kfentkal cars and he must 
keep chanjong vehicles so 
that assassins never know 
exactly in which car their 
target is. 

Everything went well until 
R^jiv gM his Mercedes. He 
thM announced that he didn't 
see why he had to travel in a 
boring little Ambassador 
when he could zip around in a 
spanking new Merc. The 
security dnll was explained 
to him. Bahf said Rajiv, 

The ofHcisIs insisted. 
“Sir,” they pointed out, *Sf 
we have a motorcade five 
Ambassadors and one Mer¬ 
cedes. then assassins wdl 
know which car you are m. ” 
Kajiv looked extremely 
cn>as. ”Weil sir.*’ intoned a 
sycophant. ”how about 
buying five more Mercs so 


that the whole motorcade 
cumprnes Mercsr lUiiv got 
a bttle excited but then de¬ 
cided that (he spoilsport 
press would agam attack hts 
extravaipn^ and waste, etc. 

But Ik BtiU wouldn't travel 
in a sUty little Ambassador 
when he could have a Merc. 

So. finaly. weary securky 
uffidals came up with a com¬ 
promise formula. They 
would send four Cuntessas 
for refitting (one version is 
that they went afi the way to 
Germany), have (heir grfles 
changed, raise their axles 
etc. so that they looked like 
Mercs. Then, they could 
have a motorcade of identical 
cars and Rajiv could keep his 
Merc. 

Unfortunately, if wishes 
were horses and Contessas 
were Mercs, then Chandra* 
kant Btrla would be a very 
rich man today. As it has 
tumtH) out. tlw cars lonk Bee 
ordinary Contessas tarted up 
by some adventurous Kard 
mechanic and the en¬ 
tire motorcade is a joke with 
Rajiv’s Merc afl loo davly 
identifiable. 

So much fer the security 
<Mf ^ 


Maybellme: The 

Mercedes 

Rattiam 


ore on the Prime 
Minister’s Mercedes 
ratham. It seems that be¬ 
cause Ksjiv loves his 
hmousiTK so muclL he re¬ 
gards all the other govem- 
ment dii ve t s as incspsl^ of 
handling the Henz. This 
poses certain problems. 

Recently, as Kajiv was 
finishing a meeling with 
scheduM caste MHs at 7 
Kace Course Road, he asked 
for (he Mercedes to be 
ikwtn to the porc h so that he 
cuuld take U to South Block. 
Unfnrtunatdy for the fear- 
leos slayer oi peacocks, the 
Merc was parked in the gar¬ 
age of 5 Race Coitfse Road 
(Rajiv w(^ out of 7 but 
bvea n 5> and nobody was 
willing to drive it 
fwiX. Sofia’s driver was 
approached He broke into a 
cold sweat and refuted. 
Uko Rijiv’i staff saked a 
fipecipl.^KMclion Group 
dmai*. * He said. "SaM. 


mukri ka sawal bai (It's a 
question of my jc^),” and 
backed out, Cfther drivers 
were similarly reluctant. 
tNo. Salish Sharma was not 
around. I 

Kinally. Rejiv used a staff 
car to ferry him to the garage 
and tiMik the Mercedes him¬ 
self. 


’The CPKM) 
sees red 


T Ih- leftists in Weal Ben- 
gal have not been too 
happy with the Centre’s 
treatment of the state. 1’o 
comptKjnd Uieir miiieries. a 
new threat has come from 
Delhi. And It is ntme other 
than the CrilMl'a leader 
from the north. Harkishun 
Singh Suoeei. 

ft haiipeiwd on the day of 
the DaiTeelmg Aicurd. Along 
with (ho GNLP delegation 
and Umun home minister . 
Huta .Singh who flew into ' 
Calcutli on a special BSF 
plane, came Comrade Sur- 
jeet. To lop it all. Singh 
introduced Comrade Sur^t 
as his ”guru". Ihat left Com¬ 
rade Jyob and his partymen 
astounded. 



buffeet: 9uta Singti^s guru 

'list single word has now 
given rise to a but of queS' 
tkxis. To begin with, 
the Leftist leadership in 
West Bengal has not been 
too happy with Comrade Sur- 
jeet taking so much of an 
active NTt tn the talki. 
And now Buta Singh’s wordi 
have confimed their wortt* 
htn. that Comrade Sur^eet 
M much lets rad than hit 
partymas. 
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Colour so natural, it's almost like being there 



Now, the be»l view of the UtympKS 
outude Seoul goirig ru be in your very 
home On the sleek, new vertical 
PHXTYendMt Take a closer look 

Coloui* M Mtor* iMde them 
Inude the new PHX Trendsec, wvVe put m thv 
clever bttle chroma ctixujt to give you colours 


THE 

OLYMPIC 
STAR 


that 9 Uy Deimanentlv natural So if youre 
tempted to reach out artd touch those fores on screen, 
don't be surprised ' 

Wowl Unen to that aoOAd 

AU 12 watts of It 'And because the audio technology IS also 

state*of*the-art, ynu get pure sound, even at peak output 
Why,you may even And yourself cheennf with the crowds' 

Ttera'a more to cheer about 

An automatic sound muung system that cuts off 


I lie vi i]unu> whfii 1 hi t r s ih > 1 V suu 
AnaiiriMMrtiu i>i*it /ius5iti > n >r< u ii 
auKundla freouetu v > unltol 
tjegm 1 u/reiir linulrr . ^iw* and ffJiue 
s vnclifoniwtMKi tiirr<>iU qvitIikO 
nnupTiHin And •mi* more reiiM>n lu Mki 
lu^neihcnew PHX TP’n<isi*( 

Complete aftef'aalea aervica 

You get the buikins of one of the Urge&t _ 

se^KC networks m the 
country With an amy 
of Phihps trained 
technicians, wiualfy a 
phone call away, should 
you ever need th^m 
The new FHX Trendset 
TakeadoecrlocA. 
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MoutKwAtering. 

Delicious, 

luiciou», rich colors. 
From Fuiicolor — 
j«pAn't No.l color 

firm. 

Finer grain. 
Super sharpness. 
Choice of spoeJs. 
And true^'to-life 
colors. 

Fujicolor — It 

t 'ives you an appetite 
or more. 
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OPINION 



MorarJlOMal: wrMrwMMwn 
biftele&s. IV t^hanl Katna 
presented by India (o the 
Kruntier GaniSu was 
accepted by the bte leader, 
whereas we Indians indidge 
In cuniroversies over such 
(rival asues 


■ By conlemng the Nbhan- 
e'P^^tan on Morani Desai. 
(he Pakistan government has 
bestowed an hucMMir not only 
lo the fotmer PM. but aho to 
the catioa A Prime Minister 
is a Prene Minister, regard¬ 
less o( the parly to which 
he/she belongs. The Con- 
gres$(l>'s crrUcsam of the for¬ 
mer Is politicaly moti¬ 
vated. if Rajiv GandN or the 
late Incira Gandhi were to 
get (he award, the same 
people would not hesitate to 
appbiiH. 

M.CIi^&m.AgnfVmr 


rMmnpg 

WhytfiehowfT 

T he r^)or 1 on (he honour 
conferred on the former 
Prune Minister Mt^arji De- 
sai (Kewanftrtga f nV^ahtp, 
28 Aii^t—3 September) 
made interesting reading. Ii 
is rkbcukius on the part of 
OiogresMl) M Pk to ask 
Morarji l>esai to refuse an 
award given to hen for help¬ 
ing to prumute good relations 
between the two countries. 
Buta Singh s statement that 
it is a *Ynea)i joke” is totalv 


cha. U —20 August). The * 
Prime Minister had never • 
asked either Arif Mohammed 
Khan or Z. R. Ansah to speak ’ 
on the controversial Shah 
Banojudgmernlnthe Lok ' 
Sabha. Both of them had 
sought the permission of the 
Pnme Minister to speak on ' 
Banatwalla’s Private Hill 
seeking exemptHm of Mus¬ 
lims from Senior 12SoflPC, 
After getting the permission 
of the Pnme Minister both of 
them had expressed tlieir 
personal views on Banatwal- 
la's Bi and also on the Shah 


who has a reputai kin for 
hom*st>*. 


fty—> 

p 'ITie cover st<^ was 
ihougbi-provoking. General 
2ia. im doubt, made Pakistan 
n H ht arily strong (hiring his 
11 - year reign, but be proved 
to btr a ruthless leader as far 
ns his country was con¬ 
cerned. During he retgn, 
liKki-Pak rdatxmswereataii 
all-time low. By providing 
assistance, metu^g train¬ 
ing. to the st-ceSsHinisi 
movement m IHiniab and 
anli-mitk»al politics m Kash¬ 
mir. Zia prowfd lo be a foe 
rather linn * friend of India. 


4 . ► 

A new phase 

Y (HO cover story (7 he 
hmdolAfkih. 2HAu- 
' gi( St .T Si'pten lU* r) was su - 
I ixrh. With the passing a wav 
! of lU l.iti Pi esidem.Pakistan 
' I la s e n lin ed a ne w phase i ri 
I Its chv(] in iihI polil ii al 
: cirver./laV death will bring 
^ alHnii signifii'dfli cinnges bi 
South Asia n pofttHs. 

• Al t hough as 4 militar)' dicta • 
f toi. '/.» was rvit populiir with- 
I in urxl outside his courtlry, he 
rum.iged to carve <jut a niche 
U tr hunsvl f in the sphere of 
inlcrnoliunal diplontacy 
rile interest of Pakistan 
was always forcnKiHt in his 
I mind and in onkT to achieve 
I bis ixiipoMo. lie never Iwsi- 
laled lo pul up a gesture of 
TtVK’k ftiemiship to foreign 
com lira's, irKluOing India, He 
* was IciMcatly a power hungry 
persijii, who did not hcsdnle 
lo m ei I lin m his benefactor 
lore nhthe lop of Ihe power 
ladcfcr. And his fallioga prey 
lo a bnlliiintly execuled plan 
only pr<ivrs the adage (hat 
one wIhi lives iiy Ihc' sword 
(lieshv Uw swoid. 

4nir(lHiNlin*rlM. CatevfU 
(WMlB^nnh 

■ One can only bc'slHs ked 
ut 7a4\ sudden dealh If'afriS' 
Un wiihi/uf 4ial. In course of 
(imv, we wJI come tu know 
wlvi WHS behind it. As a man 
Zia knew htiw l(»ex{^Ml 
sitUiiiKMis Inhis favou). As 
far cts (H 11 * cum itry Is c<xi • 
ceriv;(l. ihe taie Pakistani 
Pi ('sKUiii tiViyed an ignumi- 

I tKAls illtl- III IIh* pull- 

lit s. Many <il lhui)ab’s misled 
souths I rossed over l<i 
Pakistan lor terronsi training 
and t anie hai k to launch a 
reign ol Iciror at Ihe behest 
of the furrign governnMuU. 

A ()ur hopes now rest on the 
7 new Preaideri. Is^iKlian 


<4ii<wl 


■ Tbn fai l that Zu ruled 
PiikUtun for 11 years during 
whwh no Indo-I^k war tcxik 
plact' and his country witnes- 
si'd stabihty does ruA indrate 
his greatness. Zia was very 
cunrung and always deceived 
both his own peo^* and our 
leaders. '’Khuilu's butler" 
was the real enemy of Inchit 
On the one hand, he play¬ 
ed dipfomatw tncks with In¬ 
dia. and on the other, let )■» 
soH be used (or (rainiDg *Kha- 
iistan’ tenurists to deslabd 
ISC India. Zia was a hidden 
enemy which made it dinV uh 
for India to tackle him. 


Seenui Miufnfa repti9$.‘ ■ * 
Dr M. Kashim Kidwai ,;, 

cbvioualy does not have hia 
6(ct$ fo order. I did nut go 
into the details about the 
, exact nature of the BiQ for ' 
reasons of space and also 
because for most perstgis 
BanatwaDa's Private Bill ' I 
assitfnvd importance only a^'^^ 
ter the Shah Bann judgment 
was deliverud by the > 

ren« Oourt And even Dr 
Kidwii egfirtoi deny the foci . • 


Clarifying facts 

Pacta are the fimi caauatty 
■ 'm Beema Mustek's 
write-up (iVace m the Mot- 


iV 1 » 44 


Bano judgement. Second, it 
has also been suppressed by 
the correspondent that on 25 
July. PW522Mu8hm Con¬ 
gress MPs under the lead¬ 
ership of Dr Najrna Heptullah 
had met tlie Pnme Minister 
and submitted a rnemuran- 
dumlnhim lhaf the 
government shtHiJd come out 
with a Bin containing all the 
rijd^t B granted to Muslim 
women by the Islamic ^riat 
and that the Muslim 
Wi^nen's Hill of 1986 was 
largely on these lines. 




















Am both the thenmSind 
dvty mmisters. Arif Mctem' 
qbd KhsA and Z.R. Anseri. 
ipoke cHenciaDy on the 
Mpnent the latter being 
afled upon by the Prime 
Mkiiiter to contradict the 
'fanner on the floor of the 
WMfle. Arif Mohammad 
[ Vhan bad tpoken on the Bill 
mkiiilly only after he was 
<||ik*d to by R«iv Gandhi. 

|nd was not airing just las 
private views on the subject. 

I have not suppressed any 
facts because what 4 group of 
Coogresst I) M Ps did or did 
not do waH not the subject oi 
my report which was essen* 
tkiyonibeJanMorcha. Hut. 

, as Mr Kidwai has brought up 
the matter, I regret that he 
^'Jhould lake pride in the fact 
.vthit the CongressO) Mus¬ 
lims k'ined hands with the 
fundamenuHsts by actively 
^helping to puiih Mushm 
women in this country furth* 

' er into the ghetto so carefully 
ested for them. 

A true General 

T ne Book Extract 

fUtngenMS game. 24— 
27 August I makes some mis¬ 
leading comments. Kavi 


NettwbM, mthayf 





■ can't help but c o tttae iw cet the astonishing simifcsrity 
between PrtuahNsftdv. edgor. Ukistrtted WetUyoi 


■ between PriuahNsftdy, edgori Uknirtttd Wetkiyof 
/odia and PrafattaBlahama. daefiraafaterof Assent Cm 
two people kjok to sid yet not be rebted to each 

uther> 



U-n. All I C9n aay is that m 
my 2K years wHh the army. 1 
have rarely come across a 
person who has been so 
compassionaie and wvm. 
ir Cef /JPMS/ ■. gtagn. Mew 


StopguziKfv 

A serious magazine like 
yours should not have 
published (he report on why 
more and more Indians are 
resorting todnnlung 
(Cheerr 14*^20 August). 
On the contrary you should 
have c ond em ned tMs unheal¬ 


• The statistics demons¬ 
trated how much the bquor 
busness has prospered dur¬ 
ing the last five years or so 
as a result of the westernised 
cidture. Your report hardly 
saya anything about the ill- 
eSects of dtink^ or the 
permissfale limjta of alcohot- 
isnt lYie bheral attitude of 


ilfidiye has made an ex- 
']tl9iiely shadow and superfi- 
asaessmenl <if General 
(ji's character bycall- 
him ambitious and proud. 
ehadibepnvHegeand 


parents does not necessarily 
mean that children have been 
given a ficence to follow this 
new culture. At pie&ent. uv. 
estanale s show, 30 per cent 
of people’s earnings is spent 
on this unhealthy habit. 
Morality apart, alcoholism 
stands in the way of domestic 
tranquility. 


issxssir 


>• ' »■: 


thy trend. Our government 
should take concrete steps to 
save the youth of today from 
bvaig life in a dnuyeen 
Stupor. 


Strange tofaders 

r ftt vafee iV£/>e fi^aposi- 
ihn(Onihefif)o. U—20 
August) made me doubt the 
integrity of the writer. Is 
there really ''a political, con¬ 
stitutional and moral m-cessi- 
ty*' for the Opposition to 
come to power? The Opposi* 
tion is led by people like NT. 
Rama Ran who uses the 
name o( the Almighty for his 
personal gains. Kanakrishna 
Hegde who had made it a 






habit to threaten to resign, 
from office like a child, V, 
Singh, a morally corrupt man 
who can sell his rountr)* to 
get fame, and Arun Nehru 
who has pul the Nehru name 
to shame. 

Goes the columnist reHllv 
understarxl what democrai’y 
means? After all. Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi has been elected by a 
democratic process ai^ has 
every right to make his deci¬ 
sions. What ts die meaning of 
a leader who does not have 
the fmal authortty? 

Awl^^nb, gWbaHa <W$tt 














KcwmK Um' befTiuvntf uf h new age In imUat 
p(j|i(trs. an ttic of irw htjik'sty? You nii»i haW 
come acro«» the HiikJi piiraw, "Ek doosre 
rungn k.vTVi". 1h (his rvm tioinK ^ bierafl) 
dofte in (he corTi(k»n of pnliDcal power? [f (his ij 
l^|fnK to be the r»*rm. (hen i; r^ht lead lo < 
resurrectinn for a dress wluch is becoming ar 
uHTrtshi^y rare Mtfht -the linjndnor'pyjMma. 
The lu«r pyjania iuu be dropped by u strong 
yank ar the siring, and i}>e (ffiftt/ of cuurse is 
Dtvl Ul. MMetehauvMit 


(MuflfllM 

•Npiirr 

tartirAMerA 

heowlnmiy 
pat«(0i» ' 
etafer.Nwvt 


The law of the unintended 


consequence 


Or, se/t/ng Devi ImI loose on Tamil Nadu 


crHJple nf weeks aM. MauNi Iftikhar, a 
Cixitrreas k*adi*r of Kashmir, created his* 


lory of mris 'by taking off (lie pypimas of an 
opporK'nt during a fierce and obviousty angry 
laclhjiisl debate in the preiwnce of a |M^y 
emissary from Delhi. History lias been repeated. 
On 'Ibursday. R September, 'rhampan ’n>onvs, 
Janata MP and the man looking after the Tamd 
Nudu unit op behalf of the party hi^ cfimmand. 
hist his ilM in i KCufILe with suppmers of the 
local Janata'Strongman. Esa Se^yaa Are we 

















Kiirufunrdlii wil). of courm. i[hk‘ t4 iM'kk: 
Sczhiyan borauxc i jHnii liisrnA itm d 
parly in Ins Uiit he lu be a Mike 
more careful abflul tUHiie <>f the U/iH-vincldaiH 
heavywei|(hts who are scheduled (o descend na 
I his stale. Su far, Knrurunidlii seems in have 
^>t the 'I'amtl Nadj bird in hand: lie should be 
wary al)i>ul losiiyz this bird in hand m his search 
for twu in the Delhi bush. Hh: mterruOorul liero 
(>f the National Front, Devi Uil, coukJ Crip him up 
on the most sensitive issue in Tamil Nadu: 
languaxe More particularly, Hindi. 

Devi Lai's views on Hindi are hardly a secret. 
He would happily impose it cm every part of the 
country, and dp .co in the complete bedef that 
thereby he was saving the nation. Far from 
^Kiwing an inlellectual tolenincc of BrijcKsh, or 
acceptr^ the need for the languaire as a bridge, 
Devi l<al even refuses to speak—or even 
hear—Enfdish. (The CociKress*S leader, K.P. 
Uftnikrishnan, discovered as much during uoe of 
the unity talks, when he was at the receiving end 
of Devi Lai's rude, irresponsible and irrepressi> 
.b^a tongue.) Ho* ^re Hindi stalwarts like Devi 
Lai tfoeng to find acceptance oo a DMK- 
sponsored piatform? Tlie UMK, remember, is 
iir more extreme than even MGR was on the 
Hindi issue, and MGR went a kmg way to keep 
Kindi out of Tamil Nadu, h is not ai if 
Karunimdhi does not know that tlus problem 
enata. Id any case, h» party raminM him 
pcitty strongly c^t it a(^ ho returned from 
unity dedberaQooa in. It wd be most 


flpmteiittar 


IL RariMUtfhl: strenply anil^lndl 

CPRM> has commitCed itself to non partkripacioH 
in any front which includes either the BJl’ or tho 
MusKm League. But the Muslim League is a 
kirmal ally of Knninamdhi in Tamil ^Nadu. Frob' 
leffls, problems. 

And all <if pobey and principle, not really of 
iidividual ego. 1'hcre is no nugk wand which will 
make these problems go away, 'fbe only way out 
is fur the National Front to take a principled 
stand on the basic issues, and then exclude those 
who do not agree with this stand. Ihe NgcktfuH 
Frunt canw afford to everything to every? 


• > , 

/ 

inien^sting to watch whnt stand irtkv'^ 

on'Hindi ^nng his viSit lo *rsjiiil Nnthi. Hia fH*sl 
Option is. of course, to keep totally ouiet (ni ilh 
subieci but that, for Devi Lid, is caster said than 
dune <ih^ nieujphor is iixtst approi)r»tU'l\ 
rmxed). 'I here will be cither, i*q\uiUy ^TitHix, 
problems at llw Madrsis meet. Hie luggesi one 
wH be the oldest one: should 11 k> be [irevem 
at itw inaugural rally of the Natiniuil From or 
not^ So far. science hsis been the atiswn. hui 
now the nwfiieni id dtu'ixicni has been reaclu^d. If 
the HIF comes, the Left will stay *»ul- and Uun 
wiH have its own cxinsequences. Moreuver, (he 


vulnerable to even the mildest tug:* But the 
chundaar. 1 can os&ure our politictaRS, wtfl 
require Mr more efk^ before ii leaves your 
skin. The churidoar could, Iherefore, becisne a 
beneficiary of a well-known law of j^tics: the 
, law of unintended consequences. Ail you are 
crying to do u humiliate your oppom^nt, but you 
end up improving the market for cbundiorK 
We are destined to see this in>n law operate at 
a far more serious level mwe the pc Airs of the 
Natioiul Front really gets underway at Tamil 
Nadu afier the conclave and poUic meeting of 
this weekend. Sezhiyan. who resigned uh the 
state Janata chM.‘f in linger against tlie party’s 
alliance sviih the UMK in ilie National Front, was 
only giving an indicaticHi of what lies in store. 
Sonic of the constituents of the front can happily 
agree on everything in Delhi, but gelling ilWir 
state units to adjust to m*w reabtius is another 
mnitcr. LocaJ nnimosiiiee are deep and bnter. 
Orkv again^-as one has pouiled oul before in 
this column-h would be superfkial to see (he 
tenaioiis within the Opposition front as cmly the 
ccKVcequerKcs of (he egos of leaders, 'lias, 
from bc*ing unfair to them, is totally untrue. Kacli 
leader represents a vertain politral phikwuphy. 
and whiii his lifelong views arc sought to 
cnnif>r(aiiised or diluted in the name of unity, 
there is a natural outburst of resentment. Bia 
Sc;diiyan has kef^ las party alive ui Ihe state on 
an anti'DMK cIkL Why should he sud^mly 
suricndur all Ins positkms because M. Karurw* 
nrdhi has tivcii landed Ihc subvdtm of *r»)»l 
Nadu by the Nutka^l Froiil? 













dream about 
constructing or 
purchasing a new flat 
will soon become a 
reality... with LIC’a 
BIMA NIWAS YOJANA. 
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Housing Finance facility 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR 


KHUSmVANT 8M6H 


Radhakrishnan -4he man 


I ' '] I spent the summer 

J . I <if IWO. the first 
/ ^ after rciurnjnst 

r • \ cdWkie 

I I readme 

re*readinjz [Ir 
/ Sarvapalh Ka^k- 
nshnan's two 
—I vnlunie^ <ii Hindu 
phik>Mpliy and his ciinuneniary cm ilie 
Bhsgwsd GUm. 1 am in tlie bad habit uf 
marking books and making notes m Ikir 
margins. [)r Radhakrishniin':* bocilo are 
ntore heavily marked titan any others m 
my library. 1 was deeply impressed hy 
his leamine and his ciMitmarKi over the 
Enelish iHiijtuaee. )i was seven years 
later that 1 met him in Indu House in 
London. J hod to restfiiui myself from 
louchinis his feel. \% far as Onental 
learning was roncenied. I kioked upon 
him as my Kuni 

After meeting him (re^d all the other 
books written by him. 1 did not have the 
audacity rn discuss them with i 
soon discovered that he preferred flat* 
tery lu iundid appraisal. My fnend P.N. 
Kir^l who first introduced me to him 
but had read nothing by hen described 
him aa the world s greatcsi living pliito* 
sopher. Not having read any other 
philosophers 1 nevertheless ajtreed but 
protested, "Sir, be has nul read any of 
your books." Kirpal was lionest enough 
to admit that this was true but that did 
noi change his opinion ol Dr Kadhaknsh* 
nan's pre'eminvive among roniempiir* 
ary phikisophers. Kirpal came much 
cloiser to hun than 1 and owed has 
elevBtion to the secretaryship of the 
ministry of education, head of UN¬ 
ESCO's cultural department and then 
chairmanship of its executve board to 
the benign patronage of Dr Radhak* 
rishnan. 

2 kept in touch with Dr KadhaJuishoan 
when he was our ambassador in Moscow 
and iater when he became Vice- 
President of India. J was attached to him 
as Ns press officer when he led Indian 
delegations to UNESCO's conferences 
ill Paris, Florence and Montevideo (Un»> 
.guayL Mine was a very cushy job. He 
WM much the best orator at these 
conftnmces. It did not matter very 
much what he said because whatever h 
was. he aakkit beautifully. Once he was 
scheduled to speak cei China’i admission 
to Hli speech was on the 

faoportanet of scitude In cuftivating 


human personahty. Ii did not enhance 
Chinese prospe<is or admission but it 
<was a soul'Upiiflii^ performaiice. I saw 
him praciicaBy every evening an it wan 
my to sirangc interNiews for people 
who wanted to meet hen. Some even¬ 
ings we were able to persuade him to 
come to see the siglits and join us for 
dinner. He was a very frugal enter, as 
mean of appetite as he ww vnth his 
money. Mu^ as we tned. we never 
succeeded m making him pay for our 
meals. 

I MW quite a lot nf hail in Delhi wlien 
he was Vice*PresideAt. He was 
accessible. He was psriKulaciy in* 
lerested in affairs <d UNESCO and the 
Sahilya Akadenu. ] was able to persuade 
hun to wnte the preface lo the V N KSCO 
anthology. Sactnf Writings of (he SikJis. 

I lost contact with han when he moved 
to Kashtrapati Bhavan. 1 feh rto <xie 
should impose himsetf on (he lYesident 
except on business. Then there was a 
slight misunderstaAding vdach snapped 
our tenuous relationsl^ Unknown to 
me the pubbshers of the Saived Wntings 
oi the had put my name at the head 
<if the list (d translators, A mischievnuK 
member of the panel cnmpbmed to 
Krishna Kripalani. secretary of the 
Sahitya Akademi. and ihroutA hun. t<» 
the President: 1 was summuned and 
roundly ticked off. Although the p<^* 
hshers (Allen and Unwin) wrmt' to him 
to say that I had nothing to do with the 
order m which translators were bsted 
and Khpalam wrote to me apok>gi&ing 
for having been a carrier of fol^ tn- 
formation. Dr Radhakrrshnan never 
bothered to vnends. 1 gut Foutme 
invitaiions to tea on Kepubkc and Inde¬ 
pendence days. I never again entered 

OrSampaHI RadhMrWwMn 



Kashirapau Hhavar during his tenure as, 
I’lesideni, 

There was aiiotfier aspe<H uf hii* > 
charKler wha h disturbed nie. Although .< 
lie struck a high mom) tone in his public | 
spM'ches. he was txjl averse lu spread* ■ 
mg gossip, beNtiling oilier philosophers ' 
iuid showing undue favours to liis cro* j 
nies. When Vk'C'l^esidenl. he told stor* 1 
K*s of Habu kajeiidra iVdSod's attach* > 
ment lo hi> Hindi >tvncgraplier. Gyan*,, 
wHii Darbar. He lold me of an Indian^ 
plulosopher delivering u lecture with ' 
lantern shdes showing inscriptions in ' 
MNne dead Linguage which lie had de* I 
coded. A member of the .ludiencc ' 
pointed <MJt that (hi* aliiie was bt*ing | 
shown upside doun. A» member of the | 
Sahitya Akademi s award 0vinga>mmit* ' 
tec I had once rtrponed against an | 
author who had approached me lor the ' 
prize. Dr Kadhakrixhnan sent for him, j 
gave him a piete of his mind and had him 
debarred fi'iKii consideration forever, j 
Bui a year iaier I com^ainud against a | 
lady svhinK* husband wan comptroller <if. 
hiK household of having npiiroached me; ! 
instead ol having her debarred, ht* went I 
ixjl of his way to 91*0 that she gig the , 
Sahitya Ak<idenii Awaid. j 

1 had always rvgsrdcd Dr Kadhaknsh* 1 
nan as a phiii»>uph«r uf ihe Nobel Prize ' 
timber. My esteem was not shared by | 
l>r iCaehner who succeeded him us • 
Spalding Professor at Oxford nor bv 
AnK'rkan Indnfogists. ’Iliey saw him as ' 
an interpreter uf Hindu philosophy, nol 0 t 
creative thinker. , 

1 Iasi saw him m Madras a vear before ( 
he died. He was in frail tieailii. an ‘ 
eye-operatHm liad gone wrong and he I 
was unable to read or write, f Je gri^eied t 
me with effusive wumit]] as if to make up 
fur vears losi in trivial imsunderstsnd* | 
ings. For lAvr an liour be talked of past * 
meeruigs with my wife, dau^^ter and 1 , | 
When we asked permission to leave, he • 
got up from his l>ed nnd ran his feel i 
across the (lour for his xandaU. Ills son. ! 
Dr GopaL pul them on his ‘feet. He ] 
insured on w'alking up 10 the car to sec ) 
us off. 1 sensed this would be the last . 
time I would se^ him. It was. I 
Dr Radhakrishnan remains for me the ; 
greatest interpreter of Hinduism that i 
India has produced since Adi Sankara. 
Also, one of the greatest onujn 1 h^ve I 
beard. He had some human weaknesies' 
but wai neverthelesi a great and ag^' 
man. ■ ! 









ONTHEUNE 


Cashing in on disasters 


ajEBinst the suie aovenunem’a 
lur«i". Bo(h pointed out lo the people 
huw the odm party had indulged in 
''vtuience and hooUjt^sm". 

Jammu and Kashi^r if wone. At the 
dr^ ol a hat. iupporter» of the Ofvosi' 
(ion. whether of (he Muslim United 
Kron( (MUF) or of Minvaj Karoog and 
the ruling party. National Ccnference. 
take to the streets to pick up the threed 
from where they had left ii at the bit 
noting. Ihe real purpose is potttical but 
both aides pretend rhat they are fighting 
for **(}» people’i cause". 

There are likely to be more cbsbes to 
serve "the peopled interest* hU over the 
country bemie parues and individuals, 
vnih an eye on (he neirt eiecticns, may 
find ihta an easier and guKker way to win 
popularity. The stakes for the Congres* 
s(l> are the highest because it faces the 
threat of losing power at the Centre. 

While all the parties are looking for 
populist causes, the central government 
IS contempbting populist measures, 
though this may endanger the country's 
economic hiture. As much as Rs 4.(^ 
crores is being earmarked for the anti¬ 
poverty programme for the next one 
year, thus diverting much of the funds 
from other projects. 

Irxtia is already spending far mere 
under non-productive heads like govern* 
meni servants* salaries and security than 
on (Hoductive fields Idle agriculture and 
nlustry. Hus has led to inflation. And 
when Rs 4,000 ciores to Ri 5,000 
crores is proposed to be putnped in, It is 
bound to worsen the situatioa 

if things like thsasters could be kept 
above pdi^. more could be done ix 
the steering people. But no pofitical 
party or leader of the present brand ir 
above the temptatlwi of using a tragedy 
to serve their pcdhical ends-^ven mur*. 
dera have ceased to be just murders. 
'Rtey ton have become opportwiitles for 
poMicaJ confrontation. 

And since Ute media tend to jong) mto 
the fray, it is difficuh to say where 
innocence ends and guilt begins. Politics 
seems to be too perv ading, too oppoctu- 
mstK. When even resetioni to dbsKeri 
are tainled. it » time for the pubbe to 
uy: we have had enough of Um bond.oi!. 
poirtica and pobticiasL’V 


W hut nvrv lie i«'niK‘0 "disanier pub* Take the Congressfl) a^Ut^ for 
Ik s" i> coming lu the fore an the supply of more water to Rayabseema in 
elei i kins appi-oach. fhe Congressf I ) and Ar^hn Pradesh. Rayabseema docs 

the (lppoHktu>n piirties are vying with need more water. But before NTR. sue* 
each oihet tu gel into the headlines as cessive Congress governments had 
being the **(rue saviours’* of the ^litres- faded lu recognise thU. Now the Con* 
sed. und there are statemenis gslure by fp^ssfO wsnts tn take advanuge of a 
leaders pruebinung how their hearts situation for which R 0 as respuosiUe as 
bJeed fur the victims of disasters. (he present government. Aiid ihe Cen* 
Uie Hihar earthquake is n recent tre is becking the agitslion. 
example. Ifrime Minister Kajiv tiandlu J. Vengab Kao. Union minister from 
on the one hand, and IlMryana chief Andhra Pradesh, visried the tasting 

mmiHier Oevl Lai and N.'J'. Rama Kao. MLAs twice m two days and expressed 

chief miniHUT of Andhra Pradesh, on the support for their cause. Another Union 
oilier, flew in their specwl pbnes (o **see minister. Ram Nrwaa Mirdha. met them 
the disaster" for themselves. Whai Ka^ once and expressed sympathy. To high* 
Gandhi uw and said and whai [>evi {jt\ light the droujd^t Doorteihan ihowe^ 
and N1’K huw and said were different, pictures of pe<^ migriting from the 

'Ihey were bound ti> be. Knr they are area. Hut b equally to bbme for 

puliticiahs. with publics culounng their I nut having cleared some of the Andhn 
visum. ' Pradesh pr o yeW. especbly the Tehigu 

Tins IS not tu say ihai political leaders ! Canga project meant for the 
should nut go tu meet vh'tans uf n 1 Rayat^cma region. NTK even sent his 
disaster. What I ubjnt io is their MLAs to Delhi to demonstmte akmg 

readmeSH to make pulitKal lapital out of with the OppooRion for e«riy sanction of 

It. All of thm aiwounced lakhs u( rupees state pruyi^s. 

(or lelief work. I'he set 1 mg up of a In West Bengal the rubng Left gnv* 
disaster mrinagement unit hi ilie Centre emment and the Conjpvss(l) recently 

seems lu have inspired even party to dashed whle hoUBig simuhaneous de* 

set up a disaster expkiibilHin uini. munstrations. The leftists caHed R nit 

Kajiv Gandhi never liad (Im* ihik* or rnko and the Congressfll. n$U roku. 

the inclinalkm to visit Meerut, hardly 5U Hk’ Marxisls protested against the 

km from J leihi. when it was m the throes Kajiv GanAi government's "failures'' 

of a communal not (l»t look a heavv tod | while the Congressfl) demonstrated 
ol life and proper!V- 1*1115 time he was so • 
prompi in’ rushing" - in the wiwds ig his 
<iwn 1*K men—lo his motive 

cannot be suspect is hard 
forget the extravagant holKby he chose 
tu have when iht* i'ounirv was reeling 
under the W(>rsi kind id druuglit. 

Mrs Indira Gandhi had "greater fines* 
se". She did noi kve which B 

would have madt* a iiwkerv' ol her W » 
ol(*priK:lainiedciinci*nilorilicMiKir She ■ ■ ^ 

exuded an air siiMeniv-.'i great I / 

qualny for a piilitician Kven whtMi she I * 

was in tile wiideme^^i after Iwr defe.K .it I • [ 

Ihe polls m m77. she lode m ek'iilwil to f 

Hel« 111 to inquire about Ihe vKlvn^ of a ll ^ v 

carnage there was a lesi^un for the B 

JjiirtiH lenders, who were reliKlam to W 

girl their feet wet trying to reach Metchi. J # ^ 

A lesson ik>w Icami by the Devi Lais. ' 

Kama Khos, K^pv Gnndhi and lesser \ i ' v 

men. ^Bf^B . ^ Vsm . 




SIGHT AND SOUND 
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n« (Subranumani Swjcny^ serves 
whocvt'i ftf<*ds him. 

Kamakkishna /(j/TTJf'r Hunui- 

laka cftieJ inkusw 

He iK.KS. (rill) may have annoyed ur 
upset a lady IAS ohicer» but mmd you. 
one would expect lhat this senior lady 
oflkial would rcalne that het personal (1 
tl^) rranor upset is much lets intpor* 
tant than (lie pniblem of Punjab and lU 
pu6cc serwes. 

Mark Ttnj.v. UHC iSi RiAV chief m 
Mhi ^ 

^^ince tlie Siqvetne Court has direcie^ 
us not to initiate any {MtKeettings eveo.l' 
h B a breach o( the Sati Prevent^ 
we do nut conteropliteCal^aAyi^M 
foe the preaenl. ' •. a 


fbi 


GAHAeATJ Rai MA^tiClh W 




11 





























THE SCANNING 
ELECTRON MICROSCOPE. 

The ultra sophisticated 
instajment that reveals 
structures at the molecular level. 
Whether they are viruses or 
carbide structures. 

At Sarxtvik. we krww that 
the turxlamental worHlnQ 
phr>ciples of our metal cuttiog, 
rock drilling or metal formir>g 
tools have their basis in what 
happens at the molecular level. 

Just a few atom layers thick 
titanium carbide can make an 
enormous difference to the wear 
resistance of our cutting tools. 

A controlled birtder phase 
can substantially increase rock 
dhlling performance. 

Micronic accuradee of 
surface finish in our wear parts 
can considerably Improve the 
quality of the formed ^^uct 

But our R&O is much more 
than microlevel. At Poona, we 
recover predous cobalt from 


spent carbide and other 
secor^dary sources. We make 
p^ucts that save considerable 
fondgn exchange. Ertterlng new 
areas of techndogy. We are 
lool^ deep and finding 
answers. 

ThaTs Tight, this is appHed 
sdence woddng at the fronfler 

level. ThaTs the levef we're 
comfortable wkh at Sandvtk 

Asi«. 














POLITICS 


A healthy campa^ 


If you want votes ^ give them free medical help. That seems to be 
the message behind Jayalalitha^s innovative move to send free 
medical teams to rural areas of Tamil Nadu 


T h« hMk^ elc'ph^m stood in the 
hot fritfi stempcnit its le(p 
impdtH*ntlv weit vns 

rdlher ter ibe hungry. 
imtAMe elephant in the bt^ 
lawn of Psllipalayam. about 60 km horn 
Sah^in 

’(he elephant was waitiAg (or the 
duotor^ whu, it had been widely pubh* 
ciaed in the locabty. would vnit the town 
that mommg (4 $^ember), (or a day* 
kinp (ret metal v'amp orginkied (or the 
poor Moat o( Uk' would-be bene6canet 
were bruuiihi by the orginiseri from the 
neighbouring villages, because PiDipa* 
layani la well«knnwn as a wealthy weav< 
ers’ town 

'Phe free mediCBl camp bekxiged to 
the Jayalalitha faction o( the AlADMK 
and pan a( their one*mon(h*lrjng. 
statewide programme to treat the poor 
"wtrbcnit any desire (g lake poht|cal 
advantage (rum the service". When the 
ambuUrK e and two vana comprising the 
mobde umi with ten doctors and some 
pai nniedH'sl staff were flagged off by (he 
flerv AiAOMK general secretary. Ma 
iayalalitlia. at the party headquarters m 
Madras on 12 August, it was declared 
that Uu» noble nussion would perform 1 U 
task with religious sincerity 

We are not like theCongress(l).” the 
ladv had thurdcred amidst cheers ‘The 
Congress party too. has a free medical 
unit M sorts." she said "Only nch 
doctors with an eye on publicity and 
poliUcal advantage serve on thai unit. 
And they gel rrores of ngiees in boxes 
from the party coffers We may nnt have 
such big funds but we have a genuine 
interest in alleviating (he sufferings of 
the pour " 

'I'he rhtftunc naturally attracted 
strong reactxms from the Congress((}. 
especially its medical ural convenor Dr 
K ClvK luhngam —who dauned he was 
jayaJahtha’s pervonal physician for some¬ 
time He issued a sutemenl to the effect 
that Jiiyalahtha’s state of mbd was q 
doubt Pointing out that the Congress 
party's medica] unit had been functiomni 
for several years nuw. he said. “It w 
^ irtdeed a jekt (or Ms Jayalaktha to have 
bbM that her party's medical cell aferie m 
' service and al others an 


i 



rendering service oriy for personal or 
pecuniary gams [( shows the utter 
degradatioc of a leader of a party when 
she comments ei this manner " 

Having launched her ntacal cel m 
such a controveny, Ms Jayalaktha 
prom ise d to release from party funds al 
expenses for cardiar and kidi^ opera¬ 
tions required for poor peumts. m 
keeping with the late leader MGR's 
deawe of providing free metbcal aid to 
the needy. "We must strive to reshse 
hrt dreams." she had dedared at the 
inaugural functioa 

The elephant at Palkpalavam. havmg 
perfonned hia duty cf welcoming the 


* docutrs. was sent packing to hi% stable. 
The hundreds of waiting patients then 

I flocked to the school budd^ where the 
free medical camp was scMuled to be 
I held Each claaarooni had bc«n con* 
I verted into a ‘speuabty’ out-patient unit. 
I There ivere room»—for dental, surgical. 

medKal and opthalmnlogiral depart- 
I ment^and each was manned bv a QuaJ- 
I iBcd doctor and his team of assistants 
I ‘'This IS the first time ynce the umt 
r was launched about a monrh ago by 
Madam (Jayalaktha). that we have had 
vannus speoakata brought in for provid' 
( mg thorough medical benefita to ihe 

• nisal poor." claimed'Salem'Kannan He 

laMWtf^ way; an eye tor ttw votoa 



OocSprs litoy at 





tarmly maugunted the Pallipalayam 
CBnp after making a short speech 
•fwnmtmg the g^ done iy 
liyaUitha for the poor. 

' Kotwithatanding the good intentiont 
eif their leader, the doctors, it appears, 
an not aO guided by the lady's rest for 
^odii service. Quite a number of them, 
i ia learnt have placed before her their 
for iMrty tkkets. "We are 
Mvng in medicines from our own 
vtocki and we are also procuring some 
from the market. The pany headquar* 
Int is not footing any of these bUU and 
M for the expenses for likely heart and 
lodney surgeries, 1 really do not know if 
there ia that kind of money avaiUble with 
her (Jayalalitha)/' confessed a doctor in 
the unit, when he was asked about the 
finances. As long as he got his ticket to 
contest the Assembly polls, he was not 
concerned about the tune and money he 
ivu now spending for the «'amp. 

. Apert from the elephant which made a 
drarMk impact on the affair, there were 
oongs or the lnud*^akers and bright 
posters welcomirgt the dociers. 5ut for 
m drawn faces ^ the petients assem* 

pfoyeSMSie: smart fiieve 


the medfoal unit, to car^ h<ime hen | 
politKel message to the rural elecUiraie. 
Whde (he doctors offered their services 
in return for a possible iKket in the 
elections, the sid( who thronged to such 
Camps did not mind being told by the 
orgitnisers-^s well as the doctors-^ 
that it would be a good idea to vote for 
the lady. Ihey would then get medical 
facilities, besi^s being recipwntf of the 
aB'important nutritious nuun*day meal 
programme that MOR had taumhed 
during his tenure as chief miniaier. 

"You wd hod the doctor with a 
stethoscope on a patient’s chest as 
though he is bstemng intently (u the 
heart beat." one seniur party functionary 
narrated, a broad smile on his face. "And 
suddeidy the doctor turns to the sick 
man and asks who ho will vote for if the 
clectKins are held tomorrow? And to 
preserve the message of the camp, the 
patient is given a ireatmeiU'card ihnt 
has jayataliiha’s picture prominently 
priniH on it." IV patient is t<tld to keep 
the card carefolly. for any foQow<up 
therapy later. 

It might be unreasonable to question 
the ethics involved in the conduct of 
these doctors, for. they have (g>enly 
admitted they are hut a bit of a p*plitical 
party. Whoever advised her (o bunch 
the medkal unit did a great service to 
iayakalitha in that it became possible for 
her to generate an almoHt free publKity 
campaign statewide. AH thi^. of course, 

H at a great cost. Said a senior juysb* 
litha functionary: “We are cIcHrly ir the 
red as far as finances are concerned, 
'llie Congresad) has ensured, througli 
its officiaJ agencies in the government, 
that the few wealthy people who were 
inclined to hc^lpjayablitha were qutrkly 
and sternly told to keep off." At a very 
modesi esuniate of Ks tWe bkhs piT 
contest and assuming she would field 
candidaies in ISO (<iut of 2'Mf cimsii- 
tuencies—bec ause chanevs ol an alliance 
with the Cungressdi are hleak a( the 
mcment—her poll budget would be up¬ 
wards of wivupping Ks 4.5U t;r<ires. 

"We (kj not have even 10 per cent of 
that kind rg rwaiey,'* the parly fundion- 
ary confided. In such a situation, the 
m^Kal camps hmctiiaiing in iheir own 
silent manner bei'ome vitally important 
to the bdy. While the Congressd) clMr 
Rapv Gandhi is whizzing ariHjnd Tamil 
Nsidu in pbnes, Iwfeopters and car* 
caravans. Ms Jay^litha is silently circu- 


bled in that school buik^ng, tired and in 
pam. the whole scene appeared festive, 
tike any other shot foam an old MGK 
movie. 


T here was the 47*year*old K. Nagip* 
pen. a srawvh Congressman, who 
botitcd about the fact that Mahatma 
Gandhi Jud visited his ancestral home. 
4 ^ wo uld have normally voted for the 
C^igressd). but now that the doctors of 
iaytalalitha have come forward (o help 
Sikankhki crippled hand ri^. he had no 
ypfQtgi whatsoever m giving his vote 
iv^hrjpiod bdy. Seerangayi, a 40>year* 
dK£limi bbourer. had cume to the camp 
with ^ ^ adment. She had bruu0it 
hes*husb^ too. because l*alacM had 
biSen cumphanlng of chest pains. Ihey 
had freen waitkig at the premises fur 
oaev four hours they kxdied happy 
after *4he doctors arrivi^. "We have 
Qfren voting for MGK al afoniL" Palan 
aq^ "And now he is dead. We do nut 
know for whom we wil vote this time: 
ma^ for JayaUhha." Pence*$rtler8. 
like the cou^. often return home 
convinced that the lady would be Ihetr 
hope for the future. 

"We do not lei these patients that 
(hey should vote for Jayalalitha's party." 
tiw unit'a secretary. Dr T.A. Pandit 
iaaisted However, he said the doctors 
would address a puMk meeting in the 
evening after the camp concluded and 
there the speakers would make no 
secret of their rqucives behind the lady’s 
noble deed Aod after a pause, he 
revealed in aH innocence (hat be had 
asked Madam for the Assembly tideet 
hf the SathankUUm conMduency in 
Oedambirsnar district. He had hop» of 
gettuig it 

Devoid of adequate funds to keep <9 
the pace of hseik carnpdgnaig tfier 
M^H’s death. JayaWitha could have 
deiqaed nexpenfrve metluda. such m 









FOCUS 


R ajiv Gandhi's statements 
Imi week reminded one of 
Huth. a character in one of 
Tom Srofipard'^ pUya. who 
hid qujpftcd *1 am with you 
on the free preaa It s the newspapers I 
can’t aUnd.” on bLinK told that no matter 
how imperfect thinjca are, if one has pot 
a free p^e^a ever^hmg is correctable, 
and without i 1 everything is cunceivabka 
At the gulden jutMlee of the NationM} 
Herald mcidenuliy the only newspaper 
in Delhi not to respond to the strike caU 
on a September, in protest against tte 
Defamation Bill. Rapv Gan^ held forth 
on the "Rovemmeni’s faith m the free 
prebs”. every once m a while punctuat- 
uig It with obaervauona on ’"tenous 
allegauons of moral misconduct agamst 
people in high public poeioon" Rajiv 
Gpndhi’i case was that under the ex¬ 
isting law. the ju6cul process look an 
inordinately long time a^ ‘Vi (he mean¬ 
time. the moral authonty of the person 
suffered, dvnaging public mterest". The 
Prune Mmiilcr ended his speed) with 
yet another reaffirmation of hsa “undying 
filth in the freedom of the preM*and an 
offer to the fourth estate to “open a 
dialogue without any conditions” 

Since 29 August, the day the infamoue 
Defamation Bdl was hustled throudt m 
the Lok Sabha. pressmen have been 
asking the Prune Minister and Coven- 
meni representatives to give specific 
e]iamples->«ven one concrete exam¬ 
ple—of what Rajkv Gandhi considers 
benous allegation of moral misconduct 
against persons in high pubbe position 
which was undermmmg the concerned 
indivuiual'i 'moral luthonty* which in 
turn was damaging pubbe mtereat But 
ten days later. rKxw of the votaries of 
the Bitt. have been abie to come up with 
even one pacific instance to justify the 
case for the BiD The only tm the 
Government came somewtM close to 
speafics was when P Chidanbuim 
(who ink>ted the BiU in the Lok Sabha) 
was pointediy asked by the Opposition 
whether Ms Chicra Subramanyam (by 
now a household name because of her 
investigative stemes on Bofors for 7^ 
Hindu} vrouM attract the provtsions o( 
the Bill because of her exposes, and the 
mirasier was forced to nod m the 
negative. Hiat was the sobtaiy example. 
Chidambaram had adroitly dodged the 
queabon even when Somnath Chattenee 
had pinned him down on specific exam¬ 
ples in Parliament 

Ail the week drew to a cloae. the wv 
between the press and the government 
continued The former obsUnaiety stuck 
lo Its posibun that the BiB was •n e eded’, 
that It was 'timely' but neverthdesa n 
view of the widespread enUMm. Ihe* 



Standihg up for 
freedom 


The war between Ihe media and the Government 
over the Defamation Bill continues with both sides 

refusing lo bow down 


government was agreeable about mttiat- 
mg a *dBlogue‘. with no pre-condmona. 
“We are re^ to fasten to those who wd) 
talk to ua We are ready to tafic to those 
who wiB fasten to us." sad the Prane 
Mnster at the golden jubdee celefara* 
txKis of the Afafromf iferefcf Medumen 
who hive come together oo the Bsue 
have stuck to diar guns. *Tfo dialogue 
without wrth^wal of (he BdL'* H.K. 
Dua. edtor of HMustvi Tnea. gener- 
aly perceived aa a pro-eatabbsfmem 
daily e ch oed (he feel^ of many 
ton. Asked for fis comments on the 
overtures by the gjv en wnent to edba- 
M edilon. Due oh—rwf ineimbigaoai* 


ty that '•there ts absohftely no c ha nge Ip 
Ae positim of the Editorsk^uOrl of Ml, 
Our stand m that there alMd be iM 
dialogue with the Govemmeot dl tte 
Bd IS withdrawn m fota And we gri 
shdung to a”. ^ 


F ortunately for the press, 

have started taking up cudg^ on if 
behaH. Duisem wnhm the 
party on the Qoverrtmeadt 
gir^g the BiU has been 
momentum and more and move' 
conang out m the opentoexpnH' 
ieebnga. On 7 S ye wbe f tie t 
Beqpf Aiseuibly vntMMd she 




Bpecude of near unamniity between the 
'KiTinf CP((M^ and the OppoMion CoD' 
gresad) members. Sau^ta Roy and 
Satya bepuli, two CcMgress Lefpsbtur^ 
•urpnaed the House when Uwy said that 
freedom 4 ^ the press was the essence of 
democncy and that the press had rightly 
tvoiested against the Defamation Bd 
ctsiiing its freedom. Roy congratulated 
Ms '"jounuliat friends" for their revolu* 
tioMiv role in regard to the Big. 

The same day. H.N. Naw Gowda, a 
Cor^estd) MP from Hasan. Kanata- 
hdd a press conference m New 
Mi. to dub the DefomatJon Big is 

a ttative terromm'. Nanfe Gowda 
that it wai a matter of shame that 
idtar 41 yean of in^iepencence. the 
.#Na to IndM bad.to grip^ with a piece 


U legislation which oven tht* liriii»h h.id 
not dared to propose. Nonjv 
once a cninrster ei tht llevarai iJrs 
Catsnef, did nur mince his words whi>n 
he said: Iht BiH does nut help ihc 
pubbe. It helps only a hanilful of [X’rsMiis 
who want \ti hxh' ilieir devds fnMh ihv 
puhfic. (Inly 7l> out uf 7u crore |«npk* 
stand to benehi froni it. Only unscrupu 
lous |x)litidans and busiix'?>siiicn need 
the protection U such a law..." Nanje 
Gon^ that as a Cf)iigri‘SHnian he 
was convinced that the parly lrud(»rship 
had been "imsled" by iRlerest(*d ivirties 
in tins case and ihai the* lldl had iv<Uht>d 
greater damage to the partv ilian alt Ihe 
scnndals put logeltier. Uiler. when 
asked by Shiela IIixU, ilx' minister of 


The Wfn/u's rwelsnoiM: 
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iround the industns] town protest^ 
agUMt the DeivnaCias BiC ind asking 
for its withdrawal 

In DM, K.K.L. Bhagat. the h^leas 
convenor ci the leveii'member ministe- 
tid cocmtee asked to initiate a diafogue 
with the preaa. has been having a toi^ 
time. The day after the nationwide 
strike by newsmen in protest against the 
Bin Bhigat had called a press con^e^ 
ence. It was to be one erf the routine 
sessions to eiplain the htgWi^ts Of the 
just>conduded monsoon session of Par' 
bament (Bhsgat is the nurfster for 
parhamentary aftairs apart from holdinit 
charge of I ai^ B). Predtctably. tbe issue 
of di Defamalton Bill came up. A large 
nuflfoer of ined«men present demanded 
that Bhagai give a categorical assurance 
that the bill would be withdrawn. Bha* 
gal, in^e of his considerable puUic 
relatkms skills, failed to calm the press' 
men by saying that they should put their 
cases beftf e the committee of mims* 
ters. Many of (he scribes walked out in ■ 
huff not convneed by the reply. In Ihme, 
V. N. Gadgy, the newly^appointed AlC* 
C(l) general secretary, met a similar Bte 
in his encounters with the press. 

Thus the press hss stood uiitad 
Hardly anyone among the senior journal* 
ists, his responded to the government's 
caB for a dialogue even though there are 
many who bebeve that the government 
is on the retreat and is desperately 
kMking for an honourable way out. But 
indications are there that the govern* 
ment is bent on creating cracks within 
the media m a bid to dl^se the crisis. 
The Prime Minister himself in the re* 
rnitly concluded AJCC(l) 'Sponsored 
workshop on "Party Bvoldi^" in the 
cvital outlined the strategy in the days 
to cotne. P. 9uv Shankar, widely 
lieved to be ont of the architects of the 
bit. has been ssked to prepare a docu* 
ment enumerating clause by clause the 
‘merits’ of the This document in 
turn, would be distributed to party 
workers at (he block level whose jdtt it 
would be to go out and defend the 
government's point of view. The aim if 
to alienate the press from the pubie.- 
Ap^ from ths, other legal experts in 
the petty have been ask^ to laun^ s 
counier<»Tipaign egsinst tbe media. As 
if this is not enough (here is taSc pf 
winniog over a section of mediamen to 
Che dmiral fnr Addicinn of the vexed 
Badawat Award to the withdrawal ^ 
tbe Defamation Bdl. 'ntrau^ this k it 
hoped that propnetors'pubtohers vrould 
be abenatsd fm rht nnk and ffla tf 
m e di am en . Bet iuddly for the 9 m$. 2 
has resisted all temputnni ao for, , 


StwOsflU In CiaeuRa Mnwwrsls agemat ms ew. naoer oiM anwM 

state for parliamentary affairs and a In a sponianeoui 
kiuw side ^ the PM, why he had given Coimbatore huncht 
vent to his feelings in public instead of coQected 2.000*odd 
expressing them before the Prime belonging to dtiforer 
Minister or the seven .member nsniste* - niiiiiminiBui - ■ 
ful rurmnittee assigned to \ 0 Qk mto the 
nwnts and demerits of the bill a piqued 
Nsinje (jowtU repiirtedly shot tack, 
tine to meet the PM, I 

to stiiraJ in the queue, isn’t 

found fnends ainotv 
llie bwyers, The executive committee 
of I he Dellu High Court Bar A.ssociation 
has lulled fui a onc'dny boycott of the 
courts on 12 September to demand ^ 

withdrawal uf the fWlamation Bill. The 
lawyers gl the Ihinjab and Haryana High ■ 

CiHin and kiw^er courts observed a ft 

orie-dav strike (m 7 SeptembcT in pro* V^j 

lest agamst llv.> Dclamaiion BiO. Kepre- 

<^>nidiives various trade unions m the 

uiiiiiiil nw'ludmg the state'owncd DTC ^ 

iDiHiii *l>.ins|)ort Corp<»ratiiin>. CPWI) 

tCeciiTal Publu Works [>t;panmentk 

I “HA (IMhi llevekipiwnt Authority) 

iiiul others Itive condeiuned tbe Kill as 

me wliit h will not only muzsie press 

treedisi Ihk would also "suppress a 

ciimnuin nvir\\ luTHbmK'ntJl civil ri|du of t 

free cKpresHum". 1 M 


















MostCAiBmitiesfirenoi 

v/itNn human contrvi- But retief i 

certainly is. Prwided it gats there ^Jf 

inbme. ^t . 

Which is why those whom you-and the g^mfM 

nation-rety on, have atways trusted the Mahindra Jeep. lifl 

Safe and sturdy, with amazingty tow fuet and main^n a nce costs. ^ 

And that unique Jeep styUngvvhich has set an ageless trend. WOfkMde. 

The Mahrndra Jeep. _ 

For you. it's periormarKe ^WSuiV mmm _a 

>«uc0n<«Von. _j|||^j|||K& fllBhltldni 

Jeep 

Perfbmiance you can ra/y on. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Portrait of a peasant as 


DcspUe his long years in politics, Devi Lai remains a peasant at heart 


D evi Lai ts a <iuinie&seniial 
Jat. Frank lo the extent uf 
being uutApuken. he exudes 
3 obiU-hke sinipboiy coU' 
pkd with the pmverbel 
peasant ctinninK which krtows where his 
interest lies. He has a bask distrust for 
paperwork arx! is wary ^ urban intelet • 
luals. His entire wo^view is centred 
around the rural/urban divide and 
cnniempl for urban dominaiwin tt ob> 
viuua. in his youth, he had received 
training in wrestling and in a way, he siil 


I cnnl«mpl 
I viuttS. in 
I training in 


remains a wresHer. Only his arena has 
changed. The way he deals with las 
poitKal opponents rgc u inds one cd a 
freestyle wresting bout iriiere no holds 
are barred 

His strength lies in las dose cmiact 
with the inasse& Uke a vflhge pet- 
riardi, he sits anong thetn, listens to 
their problems and tries lo sohre thenL 
He obviously oyoys Ua popidardy but 
behaves as tf he is one cf th^ Naturaf* 
ly. hismstk ways wm han Mowers. He 
is aware that his uniy eflortt have made 


him a polHkal figure ot national import¬ 
ance. To top it all. be never nusses an 
opportunity to heap ridkule on other 
exposition stalwarts Uke Chandra 
Shddwc and il.N. Bahuguna. In his 
typiol phraseology, they axe nothing but 
'*piper bgers” as uWy are strong only on 
paper and not on the ground. 

Bom on 2& September, 1914, in 
Tejakheda vilage near Pasilka. Devi Ul, 
did oot have a happy, carefree child* 
hood. When be was very young, his 
mother died and hu (Kher, Chawtury 





i t ■ ^ 


LeUiram Siha^* named asam. There 
wai^ not much communicalion between 
father and son while the itepmother 
turned out to be true to the ajpe-dd 
imaire. No wonder be became ^gely 
indiffeTent to his Zanily and was soon 
attracted towards neiionalisi publics. 
While he was «ily 15, he dedded to 
attend (he L^wre session of (he Indian 
National Congress. That wu the histor* 
ic aeision durmg whidt Congress presi' 
dent ja waharlal Nehru dedartd that total 
independence was the political goal of 


Tlw fsany mood* of Dtvl L«l 

the (arty. Ifevi Lai was studyinc at 
Muga at that lime. Ills father was nut hi 
aB happy aboui his son’s beluivKiur Inji , 
had kept quiet. 

’Phe displeasure of Devi Lai's falkr 
was quite underslandaUc. considt'ruig 
(he f»'t (hat he was one ol tlu big 
landktfds of the area. According to Devi 
Lai. he owned nearly 4..5tHi Krus of 
tand. Hie area was largely semi-arid and 
(he kind of prosperity one witnessed 
today as a result of the Bhakhra water, 
sknply did not exisl. Still, it was a large 
aanithdarr and. therefore, the fact that 
Den Lai and his family even today own 
quite a big chunk of land with orchards 
should not surprise anyone. 

Soon, he was ekpeOed from his 
schotd. Afraid of his father's wrath, he 
(hd not mftfm hia family about his 
expulsion and cominued to stay » Moga. 

It was around this one that he travelled 
without a train to reach Amritsar where 
Pan^ Madan Mohan Malaviya wit sup* 
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versity, has brvn a rt^M, Mis iii.un 
gn^vanct ajzainai his falher h<is Urn 
that hf chanff^s his colour faslrt ihitii 
daineierm and ihar lie i9 in Thr oIuu Ik s 
U Om Prakash, ’1>evi Lai fa biKUUu 
bacthiu t»i (Devi lal is a clukt who hna 
afivd). He is Ukt a ca^ lion under tola! 
vmirul of Om Pmkash/* says JVaup 
Ever since he separated fniin his 
lather m 11M7. (Vatap Sin^h had been 
supporting the C<»nj;ress and lill the 
Haryana elections were announced last 
year, he was seen paying; court to the 
hkes of Makhan Lai Knt^r and Banai 
L^, Yel» soon afler tmerfpnit victorious 
in the electoral battle, Devi l.aJ thou>^t 
It fit to appease Nm hy appointing him 
chamnan of the Haryana Stale Small 
Scale Industries and Export Corpora* 
tkm. The third sen, Kanhi. la secwid 


rupees iivo cmres from the rubni< partv 
to wredc the Opposition uraiv nutw^. 
Today, he » lorced to ^ the same 
persuc fuTKeUiriK bs earlk'r viev:«. Hut 
if these mconsisienciesand et ccntncMie^ 
were not there, Devi Lai would not he 
Devi Ul. 


posed to address a pubiK' nK^'tins. '*1 
aiscr took part in picketing m ftorH of 
liquor shops and attended pobtical meet- 
ini^s and denvmsirntKMis but the police 
arrested only llie leaders. Kasi Abdur 
Kahman used to be the Amnisar diciator 
those days," he recalls. It is interesting 
to note that even at that tender age he 
knew that publiiily was as iniporiant as 
political action. He returned from Amrit* 
sar soon as “I thoujthl it would be 
pointless to set arrested (here as no¬ 
body would oimc to know about it. Si, I 
decided to go to my area so that when 
the police arasted me. it would have 
some imjiact.” >lis wish was fulfilled hut 
only after he had held two or, three 
meeimjrs. Kn>m that point on there was 
no iookmK hack for him. 

Devi Lais baptism in electoral iiohlK's 
i<v)k plat'c in 19;16 when he supported 
Khi Sahuh Ula Alma Nam in the elec* 
lions to I he I^JnJab AssemMy. Kai» 
Sahab Nanri Ram was the main opponent 
ot Lala Atnia Kam and his musdemen 
had been preveniini; Atma Ram’s sup* 
poriers c^mipaiKninB. Atma Ram 
appealed to Devi Lai whu look a busload 
of {vtlislwans lo ihc vanuus pollinic 
static»ns. ’Ihvy heat up Nand Rams 
Bnrn» M well as the votcis. Result: L«la 
Atma Ram h;id no diflK ulty in winrviB 
the deciiiHi. Hut as the police manatfed 
m corifiacaiv the bus cacryinp b this and 
biixes of sweets, Kao Sahab Nand Ram 
won the eirclior petition against Atma 
Kaiii. It was only utter this that Devi Lai 
lickled his elder brother, bahib Ram, ai 
the Conjcress cuiidklate. It was a wily 
move since he could r >1 contest because 
he was under-ape. 

In Dl5^. Devi Lai became a member 
of the Ihnvah Assembly and kiA a second 
ieim in 1R57. In he left the 

Congress and contested as an indepen¬ 
dent and won. Uunng 195H-57, he 
served the then Purtjab chief minster 
Mratap Singh Kairon as his parliamentary 
secretary. Dunng 196^*66, he was very 
active in voicing the demand for the 
division of Punjab. When Haryana carne 
into being in 1966, he came twk to the 
Congress fold, only to leave it five year^ 
later. Devi Lai does not seem to be a 
good judge of people as he crossed 
swords with everybody whom he had 
supported al one stage or the other, be 
it Kairon, Kao Birendra Sinjdii Bans! tal 
or Bhajan Lal. Even with the bte Chsnn 
Singh, he often did not see eye to eye on 
a number of things and in 19B2, Charan 
Singh went to the extent of expelling hen 
from the Lok DaJ. He is quite unret- 
uiined in his utterances as evident from 
the Ajit Singh eptso^. Pot more than a 
year. Devi U! continued to publidy dub 
him as a Congress agenl who had taken 


D evi |.al does not like much 

lime in his chief mmisienal bunga¬ 
low n Chandigarh. Of hia three pulilicat 
snns, Om iTaka.Oi Chauula. the eldest, 
virtu^ runs the stale adrenisiraiion 
and IS wvMv perceived as the de faefo 
chief minisler. He ts also a member oi 
the Kajya Sabha and is said to be the 
bram behind Uevi Lai's political moves. 
I'ralap Singh, who claims to be the only 
inteUeciuaiin (he Dt*vi Lal household by 
virtue of having studied at Delta Uni' 


only to Om Prakash in his pohtica) duui 
m the slate and heads a nvaS faction 
within the Lok Dal to counter Om 
PrakasITs ever-growing influence. And 
bke a true patriarch. Devi Lal watches all 
this. In tact, a few munlhs after he was 
elected chief minister, be had candidly 
justified (he appointment of his relatives 
to pkan positions by saying that in 
pudtics. what one needed most was 
trustworthy people. So. he hsd to 
appoint his relatives to various positioni 
as he trusted them. 

If one wants to see the real Devi Lal, 
one hu to meet ten at hit Tejakheda 
tannhouse, surrounded by farmers from 
the area. He loiows each one of them by 
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name, crm ks ji4:cj» w»h iIknii tn his 
charadenstii siyk' >in(} asks them ab«>ui 
their f>r<ihleins, /ariuty niitiifH'rs aiid srj 
<Ki. Ilv nN»v'<‘s arn<>i>j^ ihi iii h frsh m 
waiej. yel he iikMiitains a c|i>tarKe. He* 
UiokK like a heiirvcilenl AinumAir whf» is 
tK*d with I MS ivMts fhioii^ trKijtirmaJ 
txuids. 

Or> ffiMt.ili.tni/lfjinUy. l>evi La) is rjn 
a visit tti Ills vi[l.ik.'4> u, s|M’niJ H quiel 
w«K*k «'IkI Jlif hiNis<< is surTiiuiMkd hy 
«\unt^iiieii .tiKl .UMir Ml villajeer» are 
sitting I Ml i/h/i/Arjis 4/1) the Ki^h Kfevn 

lawiv Krslu Kaj, IaU s I'A. uir<>rn)» 

us that iIh' ihiet iiDiusler i» liavinj{ a 
sii siii, WV wait l4>f a while and llien 
reqiiesi him io riiul out if Cluudhary 
Mfthi 1/ has W4/kv>i) up He up. tabes 
•1 quhk ttlaiui' immuiH and sits down 
tiXiiin M\mn tin* CM wa^ nsleep. Nri« 
Kviixt t>v his iH'huvHHir. I ask htni how he 
I’oakJ rind out aIxhjI the CM without 
^ 0111 ^ ml4) tin* Ikiusc. He (mints towards 
:i i iimer of iIm* lawn. We look. Thcrt* 
WHS I If VI Lil .l<*e|>tny! on a hare rhtrpoy 
wiilxiul iwiMi a h<*(l sh<*i‘t or a piDuw. 

As p^io(o>naphor Kajesh Kumar starts 
c'lH kinu awiiy. l>evr Lai opens his eyes. 


solve U. 'Hms Koes un hir an hour. I go 
up ii> him and ask if I can interview hsn. 
1 le retorts angrily: Then didn't yM 
«Ji> ft.' Ab uk ki'9 bar rahe the tWtIl 
wt^re you doing in this timefi'*' 1 tell him 
I w(hM hke lu speak to him inside his 
house so that (here is no disturbance. 
He smdes and asks me in accompany 
hini to his vilbige I'ejakhcda. barely two 
km from hts farmhouse. 

Ihe moment the chief mimsterad 
convoy reaches 1'ejakheda. a crowd 
coHrds. l)evi Lai sits un the chahuUra 
of his house and holds a rrani-duriw' 
once again. After haK*an*hour. he calls 
out for me and the interview begins in 
public view and wKh public participaiKm. 

He beipns hy talking obuut his youth 
and how he. despite being (mm a very 
big landlord's family, launched an agita* 
tHM against the tlirn prevaikng "Teninu 
at Wd Act" which the Undords us^ to 
resort to m order to evict tenants 
vdienever they bked. He stops suddenly 
and asks an old man in the crowd: "Ayon 
re tiihiHV. ysMdhii fere Me ka khikhsn 
badniAsh attha bar le gayc the (Do yuu 
remember, my boy. the landlord s 



Ttw Tsiabhada famliuuaa; iwlda In Na an ea aOy 

He seems unite with the idea of 

being photograplwd. After u qiack wash 
inside, flw CM i& back. And tK* informal 
durb'ir lieisins. 

lie Calls cai'h one of the larmers by 
name and them their problems. 
SoniehcH^y’s <on is appearing in an 
interview vnd he wants help. I)evi Ld 
**otIulre‘. atxHit hu tMher tanuly mam- 
U^r.'i. '^h.ites «i iKisl memory or two. and 

{‘At .. down I he case. He 

then trils .ill i>i4)M' jircseni how senous 
the problem of uncniploynient is and 
how even he cannot provide jobs to 
cverybtxly. Somebody else comes for* 
ward with h kwaf problem and tievi Lai. 
assures him iliat lie will dn something to' 
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goondas hKJted yinir f^randfaiher s 
cnip>?" The tiU man nods his bead Hitd 
both have a hearty Uufth. lie Is obvMKis* 
]y a childhood friend ol I >evi I^l and thi^y 
exchanfi^ some old memime^ in 
their native dialect. Hagsm. lien 
mfonrn me that because of his ntiii- 
landlord itiovenvni. a!i ihe tciumib be¬ 
came landowners. He points lowaixK 
tvro or three men saying thal iliev usc'd 
lu be his tenants but today own \Mg 
orchards with an anmkil irkviQit* of nver 
than Rs <ine lakh. In unson. they iiyniv 
on the amount thev earn. 

Hiat [>evi Lai has alwat s >wn J<tls as 
his prenary const iruein'y is ck'tf Ironi 
what he says about his early days in 
pobtKS. in Iti36. be held :i senes ol 
public meetinits in hrt area and sent a 
to ^ Chbolu Itim, the lalk-si 
leader < tf Ihe iats at il un tone, ilai init Iwn 
to field hiH can^daic therl^ "I inhenietl 
him that we will oppose las tv>nHiM*i* hy 
raiding a CongreKs candadaie and Ihcti 

(UN) AIMS eioNwd. Mao hnewMp* ot 
•QrteuNur* (taMw) WlthMatoii««ars: 



Ik* wiiuki kii<»w wlvi tlir.lM<> v.< kjiii, 
Ik^i I ni Niv> wilh ohvioii's iHdk'. 

Ti>div, lH»wi*\ri. Ik'VI I..1I Is liij] t)| 
mhniratKSi tiic So LhfKitu k.mi When I 
remind Imn tied Clihohi kani was the 
Uvrilei ol tltt’ |)to Itnhdi I'nionist l*aMy, 
hi* ju si if IS Uliholii kain's stand by 
s.isaiip lluil III tinik^d the llnlish while 
'iuppoitiii>; iIh’Iii, hiitcills. Odioiu Ram 
was prosidt rU <i( the kojiiak Ihsirict 
Civii^ess t'Mmnill^N l 5 o( he was driven 
• HU Ih'iaiise til The urhaiidtimiiiiiuyt 

(sJuk soI iJh* Congress •'Wliiit I iindei* 
shwl so liilr in iiiv hie. Chhntii Kam was 
.il)k’ to si'c as <Milv as ni Ul[t 2 when he 
i.iUtMVd MW luainsl iIh* .sykiha/ts (uiba* 
iiilesi lie h.>l Uihl trie al thiK \mwi 
CNutiv, nu rt Uuil ilhutf) nh'iv dlutrc , 
mlun fHi>u ikuii Augio.: ^ftyvfsn. Cun* 1 
.tfres.s &.J i.i' IS t‘g.i ivu iisitu' lu nnf»n I 
(IImv, iiiv luir iKis 110I iiirDed grey | 
Ml itK’ sun. TIh* fhilish will go aiv! thi* 
Congtess will rooie ti« power, hul you 
wilha*l lx* iluie ui Ihe jMiwcr ulruc* 
turei. WKjI Chlhdir K iin fouuht against 
tiH’ii, I am fiuhliiig akiaiiist now. My fight 
today is aK^imsi iIm* Oxigi ess* type party 
con«ntuiy«n ’ 

lie roiiiplains hiiiei'ly that even 
Ibouuh I here w’eii Hfi U>i. jijil Ml. As 
fruri Marv.irvr. Ih* liappelied In tx' the 
km* iiHMidiev ell Ihe luTional executive 
n^prest'iii ihg (he ship* l)v virtue of lx*inK 
the presHlent ol tIm' Harvaiki iiiul. Hut 
tliere an* lw'<i ineiiiMs each Iron) 
AiNlanKin .ii«l N«<di,ii, West Heiigal and 
TiijKna wlu ie die l.ok Dal hardly Ims n 
ivesi'mc' CHi dll otiwr hand, iIkti is 
oiilv cHH* m«*mh«a fionilil*. whK*hlias ^4 
Lok ihjt Ml.As, "C.oi voii U*ai this^' an 

.angiy U vi l.al a*kv. 'diat lh< n‘ is not a 
siiiuh* (iIlK'e )n aret ol The jciriy Irom 
Haiyaiu whiih is the higgesl strongliold 
i 4 tlw 1 .1 ih I Jal' } hev are afl inrmmees of 
fiahugiina. a leader whiri/ihiKil winevia) 
m has own vilv." 

He luriis lo ttu* and ask.s w’hy tic a 
always ealknl a Jat leader hy tlx press. 
’‘MiWt'rn.rtK/Hin. rnujfK’ kt.sr/t neta hi kah 
di/(At k’flbt, call me a peas:fnl leadi'f).*' 
he tells nw* and /■Kldiessmg thi* crowd, 
bre^aks m(o ik«nsive l.iughter, 'Do you 
hear? ( am merefy a Jal k'aiki while 
ChaiMha Shekhar and Ihihuguna who 
eannot wrii ev<*n in iheii I Kill k* towns are 
national le;«k*rs. Wlial .i Hike.‘.." 

ikrvi U(] expLiins his Ch’P'’^kioi) unity 
moves by saying that among the Opposi¬ 
tion leaders. IJeRde svmtMilKcK Karnata¬ 
ka. Ui]u I^linuk repcosents Orissa. Chi- 
manbJ^i I’ntel is ihe undisputed leader in 
Otyanit. (ieorpe hVnundes symbolises 
wofiters* mieresis. Madiiu [)andavate 
leads the pacliamuniary group, while he 
is the labesl leader nf tlie peasantry. 
‘'Where are Cliandra Shukhar and Bahu- 
guna? They are strong only in paper* 
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work through which they t^kv airilrfil at 
th« party apparatus. Th9\ is whv. I <aR 
them paper liffrrs/' he detian^s with 
disdain, adding that Iw icuhl never 
understand Ih>w such nxjtk'sv pei^4e 
manage to hc<'CMne alMndia leaders. 

Devi Uit also knows htm to lum a 
word or u pliraae. In lus >iv« . regHtnai 
parties shoukt be called oni^mal parties’ 
because they represent (be basic a&pira* 
twins n( the pei^* ot ilwir area. The 
proposed sevi*n*|iarly front wiU see to tf 
tlist pro|)er ((HirdiiKitiiin is esiabbsbed 
wilh regioRdl parties artd a dvect contest 
is Kiven to the Conii;ress({) candidates. 
He IS coafklenl that eventiafly. one 


knows his uancUaiher s name. But look 
at me. This viUape Tepkbeda. is nan^ 
after eny Krrai-xnnd^ther Teja Rant 
Hut who knows Ka}iv? Whose 
Chaudhary b he? He b manied (o an 
Italian. Whose Chaudhary is he?” 

Havinft proved his supenonty over 
Gandhi m this unique way. t>evi Lai 
a^MTns hb durtiar. He (efts me dut he 
wakes up at 4.0(1 am and b ready by 
6.00 am. So. tf I visited hU house the 
next morning around 6 o’clock, he would 
take me around hb orchard. 

The next monunR. he b in the same 
exuberant mood. Wading his way 
through mud and slush, he waits for at 


Owl Lai OA a eharpoy, Mlaap: cammotwrat naan 

united Opposiluir party will be formed. 
“The peasants of this countn* will sup¬ 
port onlv that party wh<Te I am pre¬ 
sent.*' he announces loudly and the 
villagers make an approving no*$e. 

Devi Lai launches a tirade against 
Kajiv Gandhi’s anti-worker, mill-farmer 
puluies and then turning to me asks: 
‘'\k> you know Kajiv (^ndhi^*' J nod, 
‘Whdi was the name nf his mother?** 1 
keep Quitt. So. he asks me to loudly 
repeat Indira Gandhi’s name. "And his 
niaierniil grandfather’s?’* h<* demands. 1 
say lawnharl.ii Nehru. Then, comes Iht 
(ierxiunceiiient. With a twinkle m b*s 
\ eyes, he asks. "Can anybody tcB me 
I Rajiv’s taiernal grandfather’s name?" 

* 'lltere is silence all around And a 
beaming Devi Lai continues. "Nobody 
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least five km. aK the while asking hb 
' grandson. A;ay. about the cundidun of 
each and every type nf plant. “Does 
I Rajiv know anydung about fields and 
ag^ture?" He asks me but does not 
wait for an answer. Suddenly, he de- 
cidei to test my knowl dge about horti¬ 
culture. Pointing towards a plant, he 
asks me what it b. It could be a lime. 
•’No,*’ Devi LbI corrects me with a grin 
un hb face, "thb is politics. Thb ord^ 
gives me Rs 2.5 lakhs a year. 1 do 
pnfttica with thb money. J do not sell 
tickets like Chandra Shekhar. Otherwise 
teP me. what does Ram Jethmabni have 
to do with Karnataka? And who is this 
Subramaniam Swamy? One is not even 
sure vdtelhcr he is from Delhi. Bombay 
or China. Then, there is one (AS officer. 
Yaahwant Sinha. All rootless like Chan¬ 
dra Shekliar. But they were even Rajya 
Sabha tickets. Do you know for how 
much? For Ks 2U bkhs each. Now all of 
them are aftaid because I will distribute 
tickets in the next elections.'' 

The irrational side of Devi Lai’s perso¬ 
nalty expresses iisdf in his megainma- 
nb. He firmly believes (hat it was he 
who brought atalwans Uke Gopi Chand 
Bhargava and Praup Singh Kairon into 
politics. He talks of his hold over 
Haryana but never does he mention hia 
double defeat tn 1971 when he contested 
from Tosham and Adampur against Ban- 
ai Lai and Bhajan Lai. He claims that 
Giani Zail Sinjd) used to request him to 
recommend his name to Kairon for 
deputy mmiitership, and so on. 

Devi Lai lambasis Rajiv Gandhi’s gov- 
emnent for corruption (m fact, Berfors 
was a major issue in the Haryana 
electiuijh huL keeps his eyes closed to 
the comqjtion nourishing in hia own 
regime. He has issued a statement 
ccmdemning the Defamatkvi Bill but he 
himself has dragged Prof. D, R. 
Chaudhary. editor of the Hindi weekly 
Pmg. before the Privileges Committee 
of the State Assembly as he publiahed 
news stories exposing corrupt deals of 
his deputy chief nmster Banarasi Oaa 
Gupta. 

However, one thing has never been in 
doubt and that b hb abdity to campaign 
tireles^ and eaUbliah an instant rap- 
pi^ with the masses. At the same time, 
it b also true that he has not been such a 
great hit outside Haryana and his influ¬ 
ence in die iat belts of western UP and 
Rajasthan b nothing to write home 
abMt 

Facing such odds, will a man who 
cornea from a state which control only 
10 Lok SaUia seats, be able to buUdose 
the entire Opposition into acceptfog hia 
tenna of umty? Only the future wiU teH. 
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The taming of the press 

/. B. Patnaik manages the media with an iron hand \ 


J anaki Ballav l^liiaik started Ns 
career as a }umor reporter, rose 
steadily front the ranks to edrt 
two publicafions simuhaneoos* 
ly—the Oriya dady. i^untn. 
and the now defunct Eji^lish weekly^ 
K^stem Times, Ilte peofde of (irtsu 
still remember I'alnatt’s bold editorials 
defending the freedont of the press and 
the rijtht of the njedta to inftirm the 
masses, (iut once the prjIiticaJ buK bit 
him inore than iwf> decades back ac^ he 
chucked lip ^umaloim to become n 
^Kilitician, h)s views hIkiuI the rile of the 
media under went a srn'chariKe. Today, 
as chief minister of Orissa. J. H. l^tnaA 
and his Conizressfl) iiuvi.*mment have 
taken upon Ifiemselves the responsiNl’ 
ity of determirunK what the people 
should kiu)w and how murh. 

When J.H. l*atn<iik was sworn m as 
Ute chief minister in 9 June. 19 W. many 
had expiHted inat since l*atnaik had 
been a newsman hmuelf. ilie media, 
which was then under considerable 
pressure from the Janata f^overrwnent. 
would eet a fair deaf. But ironically 


emuKh. I'atn^, perhaps aware that the 
ivesa had the powers to make or mar hts 
poliiical career, adopted a carrot and 
stiefc pobey towards the media. Jtiumal* 
isls who refused to toe the uffiiuil hue 
were fyrasM^d wMi* larpesw* was sh(»* 
vrerrd on the (aviHinit^ Tin* inlotnoux 
Clihabirani episode whM’h rocked tlie 
stale soon after ratrinik 1<n4 uver the 
mns of the Kiiveninirni first sent want* 
mit fugnaU to jiHirruksts wN» hepan 
wundenflK about tW* real inlenoons of 
the rukntt party. 

ChhaNran was ihe wde of Naba* 
kiahoci* Mahapalia. a Bmdi /Aimabst 
who frcvfanced ftir a numbcT <i( Onya 
newspapers and perHxhr^. ChhaNraw 
loo. used to help out her husband with 
occawNMl newH reports. Hut the hus* 
bond and wife team suun ran mto trouble 
as their stories anjtervd the local Con* 
Kress k'adcfs. On .1 Octob(*r. 19 HU. as 
Nabaknhrte and Chhabirani were leiv* 
imt (heir vdlape under threat from the 
bluck ConKress(i) prestdmi, they were* 
surround(*d by hoiMfiums. all of them 
later identified as Conjiress supporters. 


tried to paint Chhabirani as a woman of 
easy virtue. When the natirmal and a 
section of the local press kepi mf>unlinjt 
pressure on the ffovcmmeni by ex|)os* 
iHK the cub>nU. the admifuslratlon did 
make a number of arrests hui the 
accused were let off without proper 
proM'i'uiHin. 1 he incident at the start of 
hts chief nunistcrs!^ must liave snared 
J.B. Patnaik bur H also helped him to 
identify his adversaries in the presa who 
were promptly branded as ''anti* 
j Conirress" and "a«li*lbtlnaik”. One of 
them was the infliirnlial Oriy^i doily. 
SsNMf. and its editor. Or Kadhanuth 
, Kath. 

.Saoi^ wields ciKisidcrabk* influetk't In 
the pohlicH of tiK' stale partKuLiiiy since 
it moulded public opinsm on o number of 
occasKKis in the past. Known for its 
I unpariial repiirtinx, .Same's editor, who 
' IS a vtrleran Irvtducii fiKhter and a 
former mmister of (he slate, is a re* 
spected bltcralvur. Naturally, when J.B. 
Patnaik camt* lo power, be tned to u^m 
I the support of the newspaper. “But 
I when we rc'fused lo be influenced and 
continued to publish darnaKimt ex|)ose$ 
of Ihe government. Ssnai b^me an 
eye sure lu the chief minister and ail 
thiouidi J.B. Painaik’s tenure, our nei^s* 
paper has conx' under attack Cmm the 
admtni^iration and the rulinit partv," 
complained Ihe VA-yesr<iid Ka^anath 
Kath. perhaps ihe oldest ediiur <4 the 
country. And the “attack” Ims c<mie In 
Ihe furm of physical assaults, r I ii eats and 
harassment of journalists and discnmiiia* 

, tion m the matter of releasiriK K<'Veni* 
meni advertisements, l ake for instance 
the incidem on 12 Aueusl. 19 H 4 . 

Two days b fc^re the Opposiiion- 



iiMo *»Mi s«n«a 


NabakjsNire managed to nm away with 
his kid but Chhabnn was 
savagely jcrnu raped and 
murdered. Embarrassed by 
the mcideni. espccully 
smee it involved people 
frien his own party, chief 
minisier Patnaik first 
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«(pon«<)rt‘d t>Hndh on M h | r 

van carryinK nwir<’ than I.VtKKi trf | 

the Sanuo whs aU.i<k«*<J bv hum irants 
near the t'uttaok la^luav suivm Thr [ 
hoodlums fobhrd h;iiMl ^nuKk s. dam 
aged I hr wlmk', |Kiihd <iu( ilw* nrws> 
paper bundles <itul iii.uir ;i h^rfiTur o( 
Ihem. Kvrn (hr«JnviT<fl iPh* v. lwb'was 
severely assHulU'd It i'^ unh’lv lii’h<‘Vid j 
that thr niivrrant'' kel tth Mijip.rft of | I 
the ruling! jKirtv uIhim iiiNjana* was lo 
prevent the tw«i|>k’ liiaii kiviwm^ about 
the issues ivhirnl iIm fkutith. ’Ihrrr 
weeks lutrr. m 2 Sr|i(rnilx‘r. urnkfl 
hcMJliRRns a^ain (killed out hundJes 
of 1 1B' m* ws(>H |H r f 11 > 1 II a hu s himI set fire 
to (bent. Two dny'> I’ltrr Ilk* <k 1 was 
Jr pealed at Jtv|><»ic. 

'Ihe voiiiinueci attatks i\r\ thr SMtiAf 
and the htilurr ol the p>»\kv to bniii> the 
culprits to Ixiok. pruiipled lianka Be* 
hary <i loniicr niuiisti r. to pc itiKiA 
the Bress CoiukiI of (ndki a^ibittbt the 
Bainaik adiiiiiiisirnTM>n. <>n t> March. 


i.a PiMk idapM • amt aU 
stld poiejt nil nA 

jMndM* atw nhmd to IM 
ttweWeallMHeahnsMd 

wTM nvwvMn wnt iiM Bnfi VOT 
the lovtnmini VM MiPMTid 
wWitorgem 


the P(vto»CuuncdK4iveit verd<t : 
tlir stale tfovenment was fpjdty oi 
failoiK to ensure the freedom of the 
press. However, the Cuuncil did not 
luhe any acimn aiumst the admintbtn* 
iMMi m view of the assurance even to it 
by the slate counsel. But the assurance 
was honoured more in its breach than tn 
Its observance, for. barely a fortra^t 
later. .Sani^ editor Kadhanalh Rath mira* 


I cukxjsly survived a murderous attack on 
I him. 

' Recalled Dr Rath: "On IR March, 

' 1R86. I was retuminK to Cuttack after 
attending a public meetinK in Oadamanit* 
n m mv irekker. llie former CBl MLA, 
Gangadhar Paiknii and i>am^ correspon* 
dent Asok Das were also with me. On 
the way. my vehicle was stopped by a 
group of people, bter identified aa 
supporters of the local Congress(D 
MLA. Kailash Mohapatra. Tlie group 
attacked us with kthts and bombs caus* 
ing injury to all of us, ’* 

"PhysKal attacks apart, the state has 
been discnminatmg against the SstTiijin 
the matter of advertisement.” com* 
plained Radhanath Rath. ’l*h<iugh lU) 
detailed i^latisiics were immediately 
avaibble. in ihe nvkiih of April 19H8. for 
example. Samat. whxh sells more than 
ell the language dailies tuken together, 
received 5,2^ ems of advenisemeni 
from the government Compare thiy 


The Rs 1 crore question 


I t It the country's most expensive 
libel suit. In May 1^. Ihe fffus- 
Inted Waekty of India pulAished a 
sensational cover iinryiexposing the 
scandalous sexual escapades of the 
Onsaa chief minister, J.H. Ibtnaik. 
The article, which created an unpre* 
cedented furore in the state, com* 
prised slioft interviews wiih boys and 
girls wltom the chief mmister alleged 
ly sexually abused. 

A month*aj)d*a*half after the artkle 
appeared. Rainaik fin'd a ret'ord Rs 1 
crore delamatHm suit tn the court of 
the sub'iudge. Bhubaneswar, agamst 
the propitetors of the Weekly. Ben* 
nett. Cnleman Ik Company Ud. its 
editor. Rntinh Nandy. the author of 
ihe artu'le. S.N.M. Abdi, :ind S.S. 
Mahapalra, a former Ml* who had 
given an interview in thi* magazine 
suggesting that J.K. Ratnaik was a 
sexual pervert. ’Phe lase moved over 
to the Orissa High CT/urt in Cuttack 
following a petition filed by tlie 
Weekly, 

Around the same time, nmuher 
case was filed by the l)rissa pobce 
against the Weekly following a (*iai* 
pf^l from d Ruurkela Uwyei. t’nia* 
kanta Mishra. in the court of the 
sub'divisional judicial magistrate. 
Panposh CRourkela). for publishing 
scurnlous tnaienal. 

It IS over two years since the two 
caaes were instituted but the trial baa 


begun only last month. The deby is a 
resuH of the Weekly chattengihg 
many of the aoterlocutory orders of 
the High Court in the S(4ifeme 
Court. First, the magaxine 6fed a 
petition in the Su^eme Court 
prayvig that Ihe case be trvuferred 
In surrw other High Coisl kt the 
country aa its correspondent, 
S.N.M. Abdi. waa being hanaeed by 
Ihe govemneni during his viaRs to 
Ihe state. The Suprone Court re* 
jected the petition on the growid that 
the conqitainant had faM to sub¬ 
stantiate the alegatioa Si^sequent* 
ky. the Weekly filed a nvnbcr of 
ulh^ petitions induding cete request- 

ThetsauedH 




HOCKING! 


big the quashing of the case in 
Rourhela. but all of them were dis¬ 
allowed by the Supreme Court. 

Even liter the trial began on H 
August this year, the Weekly sought 
IhrM week!* adtourruneni on the 
ground that S.N.M. Abdi was sick. 
The trial judge. K.P. Mahapatra. 
rejected the petition and went ahead 
the case. After the rejection of 
the Weekl/t adjournment petition, 
(he hwyers appearing on t«half d 
(he Weekly boycotted the court pro* 
ceedingB. 

But the trial soon got bogged down 
once again as a fp'oup d lawyers 
chaSenged the High Court’s order for 
in e smera hevtngs of Che case, 
Earlier. Justice Mahapatra had 
panted J.B, Patnaik's pra^^r for an 
n camera trial but he M limited the 
private hearings tn only the alleged 
libelous matters. A ^vision beMh 
consining of Justices P.C. Mishra 
and D.P. Mahapatra has competed 
the b ea rings ei Che petHkm but they 
have reserved their judgement. 

Though the Weekly tav^ers were 
absent from tbe trial proceedinga, 
the advocates representing S:S. 
Mahapatxa were present during tbe 
brief period and have cross-exaNoed 
<keeS mnster Patnait Bennett 
;CctoDan, »e«nwfage. has taken the 
stand that die management does not 
lioterfsTB in editorial matters and 
;iBo«s hi freedom (p qdkors. 

Tbe WecAfr'i contemion that Pat- 
laaik m genenOy boetde to the press 
[has be^ Somewhit vnAcated by a 
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with the ddvertisiemenu received by the 
two other major papers, h^t^ntra 
(h.209 cms) ar^ Sainbad (j^,SU9 cms). 
both prc^Painaik. the latter (mned and 
edited by the chief minister’s son*in'ldw, 
Suumya Kanjan Pailanaik. 

The Hag ran I ai>ti-5am^ atanre 
adopted by J.ti. I^trtadt and his officers 
have not c^v incited adverse comments 
from the Pnss Council. Kinently. a 
team of the Kditers* GuUd cnmpnsinjt 
wnior journalists Kukhp Naynr. K.R. 
Malkam and S. Sahay vi&ited Hhu* 
baneswar to study the pkght of their 
fraternity in Orissa. I'heir report, 
appropriately titled. Carrol and the 
iinVIf. makes a damagms cimvnent atvnit 
the Patnaik administratiofl as far as the 
5ain^ issue is cotKitned; “We hold that 
.SanM; and ns editor an* heinx attackeil 
and harassed by (he Patnaik Ki^verrviK^rH 
and paity men fur pursumjt a poivy ilie 
iinvemmcTit finds unpaUtabli*.*’ 

but it la not only influential pubhea* 


report prepared by a team of the 
E^tors'Guild of India which visited 
Orissa to study (he pliKh( of juuntal* 
ists in (he s(ate. 

The report sad* "There is nu 
doub( iha( (he piese in Orissa is 
under pressure. The state Kvvem* 
ment. especially chief nuusier J.B. 
Paduik. nverlcxAs those who do not 
toe hie line. Journalists following htn 
or writing copy in such a way as docs 
not show him in a bad light.have 
benefited from the state, but the 
ones who have written against tm or 
divulged events not to his liking have 
suffered.. The chief muusier has ere* 
ated in (he state an atmusp^re 
where journalists think many times 
about the repurcusswn before wnt* 
ing even an objective repott." 

Such severe indictment notwHh' 
standing. J.B. Painaik hes clearly 
won the initial rounds of (he court 
battle. Most of (he Weekfy's peti. 
tkms have been rejected by tlw 
Supreme Court and iti lawyers are 
yet to draw up the Bst of witnesses to 
be produced. Justice Mahapetra has 
observed that tf the hat la not 
submitted soon, be wotdd not aBow 
the witnesses to be produced dunrig 
the trial As the outcome of the battle 
between J.B. Pamaik and The Alus- 
(T9fed Weekl y c( indfi is likely to *j 
have an enpaet m d>e preaa In ' 
geoerai, nedia-watchan and poM* 
cm are ke«dy loflowing ooun 
proceedingi of the libe] uat 



ftamwrwth Men (lentane IWtara 

(ions like Smigf and miponant im*dMmen 
like Radhiinath R^ih whn have incurred 
(he wrath of (Iw ginemment. SnuO frvM 
working Inr iih^uru pubbiaiHins. hue 
cn(x*al of (he chief minster and lii« 
Cabmer. havv »>( gine unnotx'ed by ihi* 
government havrks. 1V case <d Kamoh 
Chandra Mishra rs pariHularlv in* 
(cresting. 

Mishra is ihi* Ke(N9h<«r cnm^siionfk'nt 
of /Htantn. an ffhya diuly puhkshetl from 
Bhubaneswar and idked by I'arhagat 
Sal pat hy. siaiofNandmiSaiiMthy. lie 
had wnrien sevenl anicfes in /A.fn(n 
exposing ihe nctficieiicy of (he hs at 
police and (he rorniptiun in the Keta^har 
rmmicipabiy c'ontroUed by the Cungro* 
sflj. This enraged tin* kx’^il copx. SP 
N.K Pan;a m partiruLu. who mstigated 
an eb'cincny department worker to file 
an KIR ar>unsi Mishra and (hen made 
the compteit a ground fur handv'ufhng 
the ^malbl and parading him bi puUh . 

Mishra was ac<HJitt«d m the case and 
the magistrate sijbsen ai ions are in>|xir* 
tant. The judge pointed nut lhat sewn 
witnesses were produt ii) by the pubce 
in order tn show lhat Mishra had (res* 
passed into the compbiirunt k house and 
tried to assault him Bui all them had 
to be declared hostde. I'hc judge also 
expressed surprise at the fart that 
though the incident was alleged to have 
taken place on 6 February. 1W7, (he 
FIR vra$ lodged after nvire than two 
munths. on 2(1 Aprd. Mishra s woes 
really began after Ns acquittal by the 
court. "The pnbee became more vindk*- 
bve and they pkk me up on any pretext 
Though my l^nuJy eiQoys social lespec* 
(ability ai Keufijhar. I am always rounded 
up as a bad cNiracler on the eve of (he 
chief nin»cr‘% visit to the dtstnet." 
larrtented Mishra. 

' TV harassment (M not stop there. 
Rec«itly. the pobce once again reg* 
igtered a case o( fraud against Mishra 
and were afl set to arrest hen when 
Abhra fled Keor^ar. He returned to hts 
iffive place only after (be court granted 
l|ffi an antic^ory bail. "The charges 
are all cooked up. Ihe locd Ccmgnw 
s are threatenini me. 


I 


asking me in $to)> wniing iii\i*siik> ih\«* 
reports. Hhcii I go U 1 1 he |Xi]i« «* i o I. <« > 
an KIK. mv cixripl'iiiii noi ciaeo. I 
have written to (hi> eliiet tmiiisii*! .ni({ 
(he rbre^'ior gt'iural oi p<<iic(*, [>iii rui 
thing been doik* si^ Ur.“ ennipLiinrLl 
Mishrn. I’ltc c.iac oi Hiimi^h was 
invesiigHlccI hv iN‘ Kdjiors' (Jmkl le.iui 
who felt th.n the jifurniilist w.is “unt^nilv 
arrested iiiid ilk’gally htiKk ulli'd, whiih 
in anv imsc, is .ig.unsi tlie Supmiie 
Court's nilihg'* 


S ince cluMp giei nineni .u i*imi• 
iiMKliitiiMi i* .1 Ikindv wenpot) in llte 
hands of the aul Is nines to tnHueiKe Die 
|UCSS. J. K. I'.UtVIik kis used It IllH'Uklly 
loNvoor IikIih'ixK nrui li\ hi» enemies. 
PrasKiiUa IViln.iik. seiimr ^mrespon* 
dent of .Vruvpm(*m Khiihrine^wiii, h«is 
learnt it (he It.i(i1 unv tvhul ii means lo 
n(>p<M4* iht* ) at milk govemmelit. As a 
<'oiresp<MiJen( ol f’riiior .nul f>mk. 
I'raslwinta Falnaik w.is .unom: Die lew 
jiHinulisis to hnng to tight Die f.icts ih 
(I v CMiaNrAni I'pisode He followed it 
up with A itujiiht«r of h.iid hitting pitces 
.igamst the proem govvinmeiit iiiclud* 
iiig a sensilHseil exjHise involving the 
ctik'f minister .ind his snii.iiplnw, “'Hie 
chief riunisici IviD <'.illeil me persi>ruilly 
several Inm's ;iiiD jsktsi ine i<> AUtp 

svnimg agjinsi I. When I lelased U> 

yield. Dm* CM .iikI liei olfirers hegaii lo 
iiarass me. Anil wlhm niv name was 
hsted as tXM* of Ihe wnlnesm*s cn the 
Uhisti'jted Wt\‘klv agairmi I’atnaik, 
they bei'AiiK* nmie vioOntive aixl were 
wailing lor .i elvnue In Mirow me nut 
from Ihe g<iverimienT quartets,” 
Dnishanlii I’ativiik s.iid. 

Ilw adnunisiratHHi got the opporiun- 


Prasnjnta PMnaMi 
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ity they wert* ionkini* (rif wlien lh(* 
new^ten rcbiKncd from May 

Ui Aff'w.sfirm'. lU* surrt'ndcrcd 
accrcdliairon canJ and applied for a 
lempoTdry raid v^hich wa^ pr^^iptly 
denied. Siiue only an rrditaierl yximal* 
ists ar<» eliiinlilr K<iveriKiH>ni 
nKKialioii. ilie ^nvcrmiu'iii Iwsfile hmU* 
a led vvtclion pmceedmi;^ SKainM 
JYd&hdiUa /'dliuiik ;n>d nn jri November 
kiHl ycMi. threw hJin oul fr(«ii his 
quaneis 

I'ht* incident i a used a furore in media 
circles of the city. Kiju {'alnaik. tlie fiery* 
ffpposHVMt leader of the sUte. took up 
f'n«)iAiUo I'aiiviik s ciiuM; wiih thi* ctnef 
minister. Tboutfh the xovemmenT now 
mairii.iins that IVashania I'atriaik was 
evH ied solely lK*rau$« the ymmalisi did 
rvil |wy his nmi for thi* last ten years and 
the act KM I had not limit to do with lui 
MccrediUiiKHi. J. K. l^iinaik's, wriiien 
reply to Jannta leader Biju l^inaak's 


cancvlatkA of accrodfiatjons by vindK* 
live stale ffiweiTvncrus, Xht two IM)U* 
bdoeswar lorrespnndents of the india/i 
Express, Kuben Kaner^ and Naiteswar 
Kao, for example, have been denied 
accrednaiKin on the j^round that they are 
iy>i <|Ui«lificd for it as they do not have 
five years' experience in the prufessHin. 
'IV Kovcrmieni would have been per* 
fetilv ;ustifii*d m its ac tion had it apiihed 
I he rules uniformly for all. Ktx* the 
'‘fntmds" m the media, the eovemmeni 
has found a way out even if they lack the 
mandatory ‘Tive yc*ars in the prtifes* 
bum*'. 1 *hey are treated as frcelant'ers 
and extended aic redHalmn. KoKardmit 
the /oduri Hxt^rva- ymnahsts. llw 
emnK'nt is dehberalelv delayinK ad mi 
due lu the newspa|iers*anli*ConKrt*Hs(h 
stance. 

If J. h. I^dnaik has been unusually 
harsh with his entxs. he has been 
equally hbenil in grant init favruirs to 
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com|>laint s^iys nulhinq about the rent 
arrears. "If somebody ceases In be an 
accredit at L'd correspondent he is re* 
quired to vacate tlw >tovvminent accom* 
modaiKin aiKf if Iw does not do so. legal 
actK;n IS taken for his evictHXL This is 
what litis prt'ciseJv liajiperK’d m (he case 
of PrashuntH I*aliiajk.” wrote the cfnef 
miniKter to Ifyu I’atnnck, Hut there are 
numerous insTanevs where rorrespon* 
deniK Ivive l>een allowed to retain then 
flats when they switched jobs. While 1 
obsi'rvingiiMt I'rastiatUa Patnaik sbiHjId ' 
havi* cleared his rent arrears, the Kdi- 
lors* (iuild report noted: “We are con* j 
viruxd that the government has been i 
vmdi<iive towards lYa^hanla... He was 
uti)ustiy and unfairly thrown nut of Ns 
liouse." 

IV Hditors tHiild team also fch that 
the questHMi ol qualifKalHin for accre< 
dilation should be reviewed, m upright 
jounulists Ale <rften lhreateiK*d with 


newsmen wtx> bold brief for him and his 
gnvemment. iTtere is the case of (iopal 
Mnhra. n^respondent of (he Calculla* 
based daily. Amrita Haiar Patrika. Hi$ 
physkaRy handicapped son was 0ven a 
plol of land in Bhubaneswar to construct 
a printing press by the former Janata 
gnverranent uf Nilaniani Koutray. When 
J. K. Batnaik came to power. Mishra 
was obliged with a larger plot of land (o 
start a hotel. At the opening cere* 
mi>ny of the hotel, prominent ministers 
of the l*ainaik irunNtrv were (wesent. In 
hib speech delivered on the ixcasion. 
Hasanl Kumar Histval. then the number 
two in tlr ministry, pubbdy described 
(iopa! Mishra as a friend of the govern* 
meM. K. y. Bagchi. correspoi^nt of 
iVc^*an /feraklwas similarly rewarded 
vnth pnme land a Bhubaneswar to 
construct shops. Akshay I'atk the Hhu- 
baneswar rormpondeM of (he Onya 
wreekly. Oaaak Asha, has wrangled tor 


bts brother a licenro to deal in foreign 
hquM. The list could run on. 

The scramble for government favours 
among joum^sts n Orissa has led to a 
prdiferdtion of newspapers and periodic* 
als. When J.B. Patruuk came to power 
there were no more than eiidii daihes 
and a handful of magazines. Today, 
within a period of eight years, the figure 
oi the dailies have (retfled while count* 
less periodicals have mushroomed 
throughout the state. Most of them have 
little or no circulation but are generously 
patronised by the government as they 
are «ill avid admirers of the chief minister 
and the* ruling party, Ihe OpfiosilKMi has 
raised tliis point m the Assembly several 
Umes and has demanded that the gov< 
envnent disclose the diMailx of adver- 
(isemeniK released to iiewAiwpers ad 
magazines but the goveriiiocnt refused 
to ubhge on the pretext thre the subji.'Ct 
was a “state secrer*. 

Newspapers being an effective 
weapon to suitle politKal scores, many 
ruling party and Opposition members of 
Orissa own or have slakes in newspap* 
ers and periodicals. The precedent was 
set by the legendary H.K, MaUiab. 
Kiren Mitra. Nandmi Sithpathy and Ifiju 
I’atnadc. all former chief ministers, ful* 
k>ived suit. 1'houghJ.B. Katruik vebe* 
mently denies that he has anything lu do 
with Sambad. it u atkeed that the 
newspaper enjoys (he pjlronagc of the 
government and was launched four 
years back to counter the “anti- 
Cururress campaign” of ^/nar. Sani/iad 
has come (o be kniki^d upon as a 
"Congress paper” especially because 
the daily is edited by the chtel minister'b 
Sin in bw. Soumyu Ranjan Fatunaik. 
**My paper cannul be branded as a 
pro-establishment publicatiun just be* 
cause I happen to be the sr>n*in*law of 
the chief minister. In fact, we have 
puMished many anii*government stor¬ 
ies. Moreover, the government gives us 
more ads because Sa/nbad is belter 
produced and our rates are low,' said 
Soumya Ranjan Hatlanaik. 

Whatever be the truth, the meddling 
by politicians in the affairs of the media, 
ceruiniy poses a danger to the freedom 
of the press. The tla^ senior joumai- 
ists from llw Editors' Guild who spent 
three days in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack 
have recorded their experience: "We 
came back with the impression that (he 
Onssa press is a sharply divided house, 
juumalirsts either side with the govern* 
merit or are opposed to it... Everywhere 
the government lends to win over 
joum^sts ^ ^wing them bvour but 
in Orisu this is more pronounced ” Did 
J.B. PacnaOt go through the report? 
RalNMascMf 
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When we launched (he Kero 
Hoii^ CD 100 in IW, we knew it 
wai a good thing. What we didn't 
know now good Today, 
while figim speak themtelveft. 
a vastly more satisfying stoxy 
it told by the owners. 

FDl iL Shixt it Forget it 

Some are moved by the economy. 
(80 knf is a long way to stretch a 


litre.) Many are ecttatic at the low 
maintenance it needs. Some alvm 
wanted to own a K^ida. And a tew 
can't get ow the tiding pleasure 
of Indk'i oaiy 4-«treke l90 cc bUM. 


All which is really a consequence 
of Hero's visioD^die choice of 
Honda ei^neering. 

Om 200^ bftppy oimn. 

What it finaUy meuii is more than 
200,000 owners, etch withliis own 
reason for fedq^ good ^>otu his 
bUie. To all of you. we can cenainly 
say one thix^. You^re got a good 
thing going. 
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I \ WAS James An^Un the 

cl;iry former lK*ad of vuunter* 
miellifierK'e frir the CJA, who «aid 
H heal. HV spy wi>rid. he nHed. 
is a wikltrmess of mirrorH. Some 
Ounus sinke you in (he face, others 
«ipi>«ar nearer lhan tliey really are; and 
no(hiii}( IS ever what it seems. 

Likewise for the Indian mleHifteiKe 
services. At one level, they are spccta* 
cularly successful, pullinpt off covert 
r)peraiKXi» with ai; elan that would make 
Jnmes Hood Nush and eKposing (orciffn 
siKius with it perception that would 
(jeorKc Siiulcy proiKl. A( nnolher level, 
they arc no more than bumbling 
hure^tucracies, spiffed by squabbling 
Kovemmeiit servants and run solely 
(he beneht o( the babus themselves. It 
depends, really, on whkh mirrcc you 
choose to look into. 

Certainly, the sv.rcesscs (end to* 
speak for (hemselvea. 

• In 1^1 as Pakistani (rojps launched a 
rei^ nf terror in what was then East 
Pakistan. % lakh refujtees streamed 
across the border to India and Awarra 
Leaffie poblidans belted for assist¬ 
ance. By July, it was clear that India 
would have to intervene miHtarily but 
General Maneckshaw toM l*nme Minis* 
ler Indira Gandhi that (he army would 
not be ready till December. 

Worried, Mrs Gandhi turned to (he 
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), the 
country's foreign nielligeiice service, 
for help. RAW was ready. Its ofBcera 
used a few refugees to set up a Mukti 
Bahini or 'freedom ar^'. Using this 
outfit as a cover, Indian pm*niditary 
forces sneaked into East Pakbtan. Uew 
up bridges, damaged rattan troop 
morale and pthef^jtnvaluable biteli* 
gence. When war finally came, India had 
won It almost before^ begaol 
• The Intelligence BQrdau CB) wah 
tnfonned ^ a mole in the Jamait-Mslanu 
tet a mjcial meeting of the body’s 
executive would take pUce at its oflWes 
in DeU’s Chwidni Chowk. Aware that 


Spying is almosi as old as civilisation hut 
virtually nothing is known about India's 
intelligence services. This is the definitive 
account of our .security .set-up; its triumphs 
and its failures 












el(!ments in iIk* tyxly have a pro* 
Idt aiKi feartui <il crtmmurul 
di(Uurharices, Elf resolveii U> penetnie 

Ihe nieenriK 

Its iKolc was ipwn ti smili dift( •ahapi'd 
bujitfinK (U'Vk'v aivi told t(i plant it under 

i cushKjn u sola set ni the rotm where 

I be iiHH iDiM was lo bi* helil. A 
cguififwd van was parked one lukunetre 
a wav troni tht' janiart r^lfice and IB 
tectiiiii'iaiis mside it used a sophisticated 
receiver lu ta|H' ihc transmissions 

Alfvr Ihi* riiiriinK over, the van 

drovt t(i IB headguartiTs where (Itree 
htiuis w<^h it( tape-recorded dehtxrra* 
lir>Ms wxTe traiis< ribcd and then analy¬ 
sed, It iiM^ ifiret» flays but by (he end. 
ilie bureau km*w exactly what thvjarruii 

WMS up III, 

’rixisi‘ are (hi' success stones, the 
ani'cxloles that Indian secret agents kive 
lellmK and reielImK. But (hen, there are 
(Ik* other tales; instatkes dial ihs* spies 
wfHild much nther lorjzel. 

• In 1^, tile euvernmeni decided that 
it tiad ivi uHt*malivc but to clear the 
(iolden Temple. The IntctliKence 
Bureau was asked to assess the 
slr<*niph of Bhindranwale's forces. In its 
repoH. IB saki thal the terrorists had 
hand Kun^ and other light weaponry; and 
were therefore unlikely to offer much 
resiKiaiKc 

'I'hix reporl was shown (o General K. 
^UTxlarji, who had been entrusted with 
Ihc operation that was to be caBed 
Hltiestar. Chuffed by IJV 5 estimates of 
Bhindranwale’s strength. Sundarii de* 
elated that lu< troops would clear Lie 
'l emple m five hours. He had never been 
ciiore nostuken in his life. 

^Iien (Ik* anny entered the Temple. 

ii was attacked by rockets and nvssiles 
from hunkers. Hie map of the Temples 
inlcnoi snppbed to Irixips was also 
faulty, one lolumr entered an obvkius 
anilmst) and was cmelly mowed down. 
Kiiiilly. Siiiid^ini s Tiw hour« stretched 
to iK'iirly five days and he had to use 
litiiks and ck'situy the Akal Takht. 
Nearly 120 soldK*rs died in (he opera* 
uorr. Said (General Brar who had been in 

• liatgi' of tJK* fighting when it was aD 
over: ’*Yes. there was a total failure of 
uiU'lligmice." 


e A KAW agent in E^nndon noticed that 
two Kashniir hbcratRui terrorists had 
flown in troin I^aris. He was L'ertaki that 
this meant I hat a major operation was 
underway. He sent a message to KAW 
headquarters in New iJelhi asking the 
P.iki>tan (k'sh «> Up Us other sources to 
find out what such an operation could be. 

I Ihe nutter went up to a joiert director 
of ilw age* my who suspected at ooce 
iImI of three (hoigs was planned; a 
' ^ aasssama* 


tmn. He sent a message to die diredor 
urging that he contact the foreign mns* 
Lry and issue a red alert. Air*(ndia should 
be required to step ig> secuniy and aU 
I dipkimaiK should be asked (o take pre- 
' cautiuns. His concern was potA-poohed. 

' Turn days taler, the Kashmiris struck. 

They kidnapped R. Mhitre. an Indian 
thpkimat and later kiBed him. Il was a 
senseless murder and one that couhi 
easily have been avoided if RAW had 
bstened to its agents. 

So. for every story about ibe ingenui* 
ly of India's spymasters. there exists 
another one abuut (heir incompetence. 
And m (his wilderness of reflections, it 
becomes nearly inpossrble to work out 
what the truth is. Is our security 11 (lie 
' hands of htter-day men from UNCLE? 
Or are we pinning aH our hopes on the 
Keystone Cops^ 


B ecause our poktjcians spend so 
much time taHuna about our Rus* 


■^much time talking about our Rus* 
Sian friends and btame many of ou;. 
rnsfortuncs on the dastardh' agents of 
Bnttsh and American enpenabsm. Indlt* 
a’s ^s find it convenient to not remind, 


US that they are—4n fact—in direct 
descent Irom the Brits and the Yanks. 

The Intelligence Bureau has its oh* 
0 ns R the Directonite of Intelligence 
Bureau, created by the Kaj in November 
1920 out of the old Criming Intelligence 
Department (CID). In 1933. the 
bureau's responsibibtles were increased 
to include the coUectinn nf intelligence 
along India's borders and it wa!i treated 
as a sister service by the two Khush spy 
outfits: MIS and the Secret tnielbgence 
Service ffinown variously as MI 6 or 
SlSl. During the war. il worked in close 
tandem with both services and with the 
American Office of btraiegic Services 
(OSS), the forerunner iif (he CIA. 

In 1947. thi* Brk» weni home: many 
; Ui MIS and SIS wliere ihey rose to 
possUena of high authority And the 
Indians inhemed the maihuiv they l»d 
sa up. Sanjeevi PiUai, (B's first Indian 
directed. Ir^ to rur the bureau along 
MIS lines. Young men. fresh out of 
university, were picked up and inioUec* 
tuals offered well*pa>d jobs. Both JhSai 
and his successor. B N. Mulkk. were 
delermmed that IB should ixit become 
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ju$T another pohce force. 

IB took its present shape under 
Mullick who waa, in many ways, the 
Indian counterpart of J, Ed^ar Hoover. 
An ambitious, hectoring man. Mullick 
ran the inteOigence set'Up Wee a private 
hefdocn. maintaining a direct relationship 
with Prime Minister Jawaharbl Nehrv. 
pushing ministerA around and ignoring 
r^nrts from his agents when they did 
nut suit him. He kept up the Ml 5 style at 
the organisational level but grabbed 
pciwer ui a manner that no British 
director •general would ever have been 
alkiwed at MIS. 

Because IB was also in charge uf 
/c>rei|pi inlelligtncv. it was to Mulhck 
that Nehni turned when he began to 
have dewbts about Chinese intentions. 
While there ia some dispute over what 
Muibck actually advised, it seems clear 
(hat he got the timing and direction of 
the Chinese offensive all wrong and was 
in disgrace after the 1962 war. Mullick. 
unfortunately, did not see ihcigs that 
way and decided that he wanted to be 
director for life. When he was eased out 
in 1965. he took his removal with bad 
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grace and refused even to attend a 
ewell party thrown for Ism. 

Ky (hen. however, the Chinese* deba* 
de had made it obvious that India 
needed (o reaaaess its security set'Up. 
Tiring somewhat of the M15*SJS pat' 
tern, and perhaps because both these 
services were now revealed to be heavi* 
ly b^netrsited by the Kussians (Burgess 
and Maclean in M15: Philby in SIS), the 
government turned to (tw CIA. The 
agency was already extremely active m 
New Delhi and had begun operations in 
Dharamsab after the Uuna Oed to 
India. The Indian government coHabO’ 
rated with the CIA to set up Establish- 
ment 22 and aS ^theriig of intelligence 
pertaining to China became a joint IB* 
CIA operation even as (he left*wing of 
the Congress party was blaming the ClA 
for India's ills. 

T he second and most onportani phase 
of Inefaan intettgence began with the 
eefipse of Muibck and Ihe rise cd an 
astute (some would say bnihant) Kash¬ 
miri Brahmin caled fCN. Kaa After the 
China war. the military ritdligence ser¬ 
vices, which had been marginalised by 
Mufiick (Their operatives cant teB the 
ddfe r en c e between an Assamese and a 
Chinamaa" he would scedD. chose this 
oppcMunity to run down IB. Iheir 
persistence led the government to agree 
to set up a k»etgn intcUigence service, 
independent of IB, and to also estabfeh 
the Institute of Defence Studies and 
Analyses to provide a fresh perspective 
into security questknis. In 1965. when 
Lai Bahadur Shastri was Prime bister, 
a b^eign imeOigence cel was set up in 
South Block, but it was not til 1961. 
afler Indira GanM had taken over, that 
it was decided that a fiil'iledged second 
security service was needed. R.N. Kao. 
thenadepuiydirccloroflB, submitted a 
bt u ep rim for the new agency and whie 
this document is ttM dasaified. it is 
bdieved to have rec o mmended a noue 


away from the SIS-sty!c to a C lA*lypc 
approach. Kao’s tduep^ was accepted, 
a^ he became the first chief of thv 
Research and Analysis Wmg (RAW). 

At one level, RAW’s charter was 
straight-fi^ward enough: to obtain in¬ 
telligence about foreign countries (the 
'research') and then to apply it tu Indu's 
advanta^ (the 'analysis'). But Kao 
seems to have promised more; covert 
epmtions. for instance. And he had a 
Prime Minister who was very in* 
tereited, indeed 

The first years of RAW demonstrated 
Kao's clout His men gathered useful 
intelligence for the Ram of Kutch opera* 
ten and RAW fimetioning in the forward 
Nathula area gave valuable inai^ta inlo 





ChmcM mnfurcemems «it«l prfpAje<l 
ne 99 . 'rhere was also 4 suli es^ful i cn ('n 
<^ntu}n* KAW organised aiid trained 
Tibetan refu^rees for the Kanipd rebel- 
lu>n against the Clunrse 
By then. JB Wds be^uniiriK an adiunut 
of titf IPS and Kan was ^ble lu persuade 
Mrs Gandhi that KAW had to be diffe¬ 
rent and pwk its agent ^ h<ini all spheres 
Naturally, the beu 4\vi the biijihte&t 
would not foin up for It'S type salaries 
and so they were paid mixh higher 
wages, many Irom KAW’s sei cet funda 
Kao was always Iravrlluig ahrcwd and d 
he ever can>e ku}^s a hneht spark, he 
hired him on the <ipot Kor insunce. 


there w<iv fihanshvam Mehta, an Iruhan 
research sihuiar who. m 1980 . had 
procured Chinese maps in wiBch Indian 
territory was shown as part of Cbna 
I After the 1962 war. Mehta went (0 live 
in Amcnca. and it was at the Ucuveruty 
of Calddma in Los Angeles that Kao 
lound him. Mehta was signed up at unre 
for a KAW assignment. 

By 1971 . Kao was special secretary, 
secunty. and virtually unstoppable He 
persuaM the government to set up the 
Aviation Kesearch Centre (ARO out of 
the old Establishment 22 . which had. of 
rourse. been launched jomily wuh the 
CIA. The ARC’S job was aenal ream' 


[ naissatkre and bv using modem CIA 
I technoluKy. it repiaced the Air Force's 
f 4 d seconnaiisance aircraft. By the nud* 
. 7 Us, KAW, through the AKC. had high 
; quahtv aenal pK lures of the installations 
akmglhe ChnWse and Palusuni borders 
By 1976 when Kao became secret* 
ary. secuntv, reporting directly to the 
; Prune Minister, his nse had made KAW 
i India's premier intelligence agency 
I There were RAW agents in virtually 
every major embassy and high commis¬ 
sion and m addition to these operatives. 
wh<i had diplomatic cover, scores of 
otheis were run as "illefpls”. or clandes¬ 
tine agents Its budget in the eaiiv 


T he yetr 1979 was an eventful 
one for employees, 

Apart from the growing tmn be¬ 
tween daputattoi^ti and direct rt* 
ennta. the poUde. agitation ilao 
affected the Intedliam Buraau OB) 
and otiier agnbea. SaMb^tnubH. 
tha govemmeotmidt a bid 10 inttac* 
a dialogM between 4he lower staff 
and the top fanaa of the 18. To 
facdlute negotiations, staff counds 
were sat tn at each itita, and sa 
apex eouncB waa eet up fer the entire 
eovnry. In June 1979, the memhen 
of the apex body met the then boma 
ndnister, RM. PateL Soongtfer. the 
diahffectioa among the low* itiff 
inereeaed* They accused the govern* 
ment of awim^ the staff eMBdi 
wKh titelr own ‘‘^ente". In ppoteaL 
many of then 9 dt the stiff Gounda 
and let up the Inteiigence Bureau 
Employees Asiodatioe flBEA) on 23 
June. 1979. 

T>e IBEA's influence grew she- 
miBfty. EflttloyeeB itarted joeang it 
in vovee. Bom of their demende 
were the eraation of a separate XB 
cadreSesd weM'deftwd pnomotiop 
and trimfer podeks. The thrust of 
the IBEA’a attacka vaa of courae, 
agalnat dapatatioiusta, who had 
afligadfe convened the organaeticai 
into their •'e mp ire'’. WiMn cnonUM, 
the IBEA had S2 unita «8 over the 
cotfDSy, wHh s total membership of 
AaeodatiflD memb ers tawd 
prcaa rdeiaes ^oig the manner in 
which aeitior IB ot6cat$ were ndaus- 
trig office vehiefes. Sememoymous 
\ compWnts were even made to IB 
aulhvhias. 

By the time bidira GanAi re¬ 
turned to power, the IB was a v«y 
different orianiaation from what d 
M been durmg the Bmcnmy. 
two panfiti groups of em p liyew. 


ki hartal 

Trade unionism is rampant in the security services 


tite "dbaidents*’ nd the 'loyillKi'', 
were angM^d in a tmiki at tits 
whfie watd^ the podtical sKuation 
with enormous knereeu • * 
T.V. Rtieshwar. 96 cf lbs IPS 
(1960 batch) wta appsiitsd director 
IB . He ted bate Andfei PMeih% 
Bpecai comcniaaioncr k DsU durlDi 
Quraia Rsddy’i stint as cteti rrtdii-' 

a and was teow n so have essiitad 
re, Rajiv S«#y divfeg the 
Janata daya. through his Inlormtf 
bnsifVKS ns t work. Aftv ha wm 
bnufA mto iba IE, a large mober 
of o ro c i di in the otpasttiOD were 
re-trinaferred to isoothe ’teiife" 
doneby theJanetagovempMOt Tm 
only worecned rdetkoa between ths 
IB id the gpr ei w uea t AtanepoMt 
b) M2, the IB (brecter bed |QW ce 
knmtgunte a new office ■ Ttfn* 
drum only to find tfot It kBd iHadr 
been opened by s sectioo df fr«s*]B 
pemuml, wfio ted dadded to pim 


ew ten. 

1lda tnddant was pan of the fsud 
be t we en the toyaHata and the dlail* 
denta bi the orpniaetton. The diaai* 
denti, targely members of the IBEA. 
were oppos^ to Riiethwar. The 
byallitB, however, wrote Nm a 
latter prataing him tor "dl that you 
Iwa ms and va dobtg". In 1990, 
the li^rafiaii fomad 1 pnaUal iia^ 
AtSon, the Intelligence Bureau &n* 
tfoyecs Wetere Asiodation (IBE- 
WA)* to counter the Influeoce of the 
3BA. Mcmbeie of the IBEWA got 
fevouri from the top bnsa. whie tbe 
IBEA memben were traeted cal¬ 
lously sod even tnndffred to break 
up est aseocaticn. Soma of the 
IBCA'i grievancei reteed to the leefr 
of fa d roH Bw toilets. cateOena, 
dfinfctog water and r ecreyh^ 

andppthy towda them atammed. 
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pre mflrflsorwirv VveiUMs K'^ XJ 
crores 4 ytAt (>n the mht i Kind IH« 
w«i 9 under Hi I cr<irti 9 * And whik (K 
directors rematned ijieer policetiien 
who L<iine .ind went. Kao seetnrd to go 
on forever 


I n retrospect old intollijteftic h.ind« 
ddle the decline ol tndu s inteUitfemr 


I ddle the decline ol India s inteUi|ic*ncr 
set'Up lo the hmettfcmv AuorJmR ro 
IB veterans the Bureau s IN n dun tor 
A Ja^dfdm advised Mrs (rat^dN aium&t 
prumulKatintf iheLoM-rReno I hen, «dv 
the IB men the l^nme Minister went ii> 
Kao who oversieppeil hiv l<»reiirn affairs 
bnef, interfered in drK)MMK poN / and 


were men who had won favovri and 
plaudits from the Janau Rovemment 
for their "good" work in Opcrauon 
Kuber (the raid on Indua (tindhi’a 
MehrauU farmi and other such cam- 
palpi 

Once Indira Gantflii returned to 
power, the autbonties took a firm 
itand on indiioiphne m the IB But tf 
the authormea’ attitude hardened, lo 
did tlw em^yeea tlw JBEA’i 
duet gnevance wii the official pat¬ 
ronage extended to the pamSel aaio- 
datlon. the IBEWA The IBEWA. 
meinwtule, iccuaed the former of 
rbalng "afiuring leftiit vkiguifi and 
fiiae hopei" and inialeoduig IB auS 
In ianuary 1981 it timed a circular 
cfttiaami the manner m which the 
IBEA waa getting communet M Pa to 
TVW quaitioni n Paitament about 
the goinga-on m the 16 Mattera 
came to a head on ^ September, 
1980, whan two IB officera were 
aaaauhad. Kulaah Chandcr. a ache- 
duM oate employee, vai attacked 
KA front ot the IB'a RK Punm office 
litde he waa readng out a notice 
Another officer wee aaaauJted et the 
Ifi'e Man Sln^ Road office, Sevend 
oActra. bKhidtag B,B Kaval. were 
Ifter diii7»aed and trade uoioAiem 
ettiered a penod oi relacve hilL 
Even the Reaearch and Anatyia 
Whif <ftAW) hM not been free from 
CraiM. For the pobcc. the 1979 
iB»eie« had died a natuni death 
At the Conmiafl) returned to 
power m 1980. m at the inteigana 

E ^the IB. RAW Bod dte 
i Bureau of InleHlgeece 
^ diaaffiKiion ccntnued. 
iMiflfetM men found therne^vea at 
Ig y efheida wtth the new govern* 
•fit tltfouihOut I960. On 14 febni- 
M 1800. dipnM RAW an* 



M 1800. dipnM RAW an* 
•lima tba lUW 
, p ii g^ |iidbr«))«t. »mt«4 


d rtfiatared with iha H%p$uk of 
Socwbea. DtAi adBuwttate. 

Toward! tba and of 1900, tha 
Htuauon n RAW woruoad. On iS 
Novvnber that yav. whan varfeua 
RAW office! ware Moa iMfted to 
thee new pren aaei la tha COO 
compiea ne« loA Road, an mwM 
^naar happeoad to ilv an em¬ 
ployee for acddamaBydunaffing Mna 
tofMt. Membcn of the aaaode- 
tioa met the daOuty dfrector and 
; dernandad that actbn ba criMb 
apuut Mn. On 28 Novante. a 
accuon of RAW amptoyem jfwreeed 
•one aeraor officWa. laa poke 
were ealed m Md caeee rtflatered 
agm 31 of them. Tlw employaea 
tfei went ona wddfit itfiia. mthm 
dayi, work m iB RAW eit^iWH 
meitu m Dcid, Pane. Luckoow, 
Amntaar and Smagw camt to a 
vfftuil hah. E w te lugivandpn of 
M.L Potedv, thepdhkif aecrotHy 
a tho PM'a aecrat rt tt>dld aec holp^ 
By2Daca»bv, ibMiOomatoyaee 
were mpaoM. Hw aaSSita 
dknad ffitt ft kid di Mart of 
5,000 cte 0. mBorm 
H w aovetaiMattaMaBsigef n 
‘‘odUOa band" MM Iha «fr. Four 
RAW WapfrMW WM QOft M’ 
out^ M IM oflaft. S , 
aalptf waet m'W OM UW 
C«at Aad ]Pl 19 Omm W 
court MMd ordffit admriM M 
govmmaai nm fMMtf 

{aw fRiqgfea 


OowMOn OiufWw total iBiiuri of lAWHewiee 


lupported the 1 * merge lu) (hor ihe 
reccicd. RAW sourcci stnmgly dispute 
thi» aiiesanient > Mrs (landhi saw 
Jayanm as an ill informed pokernan 
whfie Kao was the liero ut the Hang 
lideth uperalHjn her own Oeorgc 
Smiley and. besides, told her w^t she 
waot^ to hear So. Javiram was side 
lined and Kao iwM over as intelluierMc 
overlord, oveneemg domebiic security 
operationa as well 

By Mrs Gandhis own account, this 
was to prove a disastrous miatake 
While IB was expected tu catch torcip 
spies and keep a watch on potentiHl 
aubveraives. by Ihe late Sivties il had 
entered the business of pduk'il intelli¬ 
gence Now jt tapped the phones of 
Congresamen and Opposition members 
^ike. read their mad and reported on 
thetrpi^iralactvities IBheadsinstite 
capitals filed regular reports mlutming 
their politick masters about the public 
mood 

Durmg the Emergency as nther 
sources of information dried up Indira 
Gandhi came to rely, more and mrre on 
intelligence reports She said later that 
these were misleadmg and suggested 
that the Emergency was popular and 
that there were no excesses IB sources 
daan that fed up of being pushed around, 
they simply reported what she wanted 
to hear Km, they laid, could have told 
her the truth but chose not to 

By then RAW had a ma^r failure on 
i(a hands hi operatives daun now that 
they had advanta information about 
Miafo-w-Rehman’i aasassnation but m 








lhal case, they cerl;iinlx did nothing to 
prevent it, <hven that KAW\ grearesi 
triumph had been in Bangladesh, this 
was an embarrassing binomer. Nine 
heads at lh<* t<i|i af the urganisation 
rolled as Kan struggled in remain on top 
o( events. 

Kao’s Intends say lhal much of the 
speculation about his rok* during the 
Emergerrcy is misconceived. He had, 
il>ey say, sunous reservations about 
Sanjay (iandhi and disapprrtved of much 
that went on. 'Hiey deny, too, that KAW 
tortured the regime's political opponents 
(il was III and the Central Bureau of 
Invcstigaiiont or that Kan told Mrs 
Uandhi that site would sweep (he polls in 
1977. There's w doubt (hat IB reported 
that the Congeess was certain tu win but 
its agents claim that the bureau sug* 
gestc^ that there be a gap o( six months 
between (lie releasi' of the OppositKm 
leaders and the elections tu allow ilwir 
halos lo wear off. Mrs (randhi rejected 
thas advice and lost hv' own seal. 

T he way the intelligence cummumiy 
tells it, nobody has damaged India’s 
security interests as much as Morani 
Desoi. Apparently, Uesai believed that 
intelligence was a waste and that covert 
actions were immoral. Kurther, he re* 
garded the mielligence sennees os part 
and parcel ol the oppressive Kmergency 
regime and deeply distrusted (hem. 
dhis may be a little unfair. Kao and his 


deputy StiVfkanin Nair deposed bekn 
the Commisoion at camera but not 
a word was recorded against them in the 
final report) 

During the Janata penod. mtdligence 
budgets were cUndesline op* 

erations dusrd down, sources were 
allnwed to dry up and veteran inteft* 
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gence risen were transferred out. Ke* 
calls one RAW operative: ”What made 
RAW special was (hat we had flair. 
Mororii halved our budget, shut down 
many d our overseas offices and re* 
duced M.F. Samuokh, Kao's successor, 
to Che level of a hebu." Uesai would 
repeatedly tell (he heads of JH and KAW 
that he wanted no intelligence j^thering 
beyond what went on In the Fifties. In 
effect, this meant that (he security 
services became police bureaucracies. 

RAW agents are still bitter about one 
d Morarji's dedsions which they consid* 
tr the greatest blunder in the history of 
Indian intelligence, In early 1978, one of 
KA^s most rehable J’akistsni assets 
approached the agency with the entire 
tokiepnnt and the plans for the Kahuta 
nuclear plant. All he wanted was 
$10,000. something that KAW cixUd 
MOily afford, even with its severely 
cunoiled budget. The ogeticy was ihril* 
led with this unexpected breakthrough 
and Santookh went to Morarji Uesai for 
his approval. Desai heard SaiUookh out 
and then, dismissed the proposal intl of 
hand. 

RAW was outraged hut powerk*ss. 
Hut worse was still to come. Morarji 
then bragged to Pakistani diplomats that 
their security was so bad that he could 
have procured the plans for Kahuta had 
he so desired! The Pakistanis at once 
bunched an investigation to see where 
the leak could have cerne from. As. very 
few people had access to the plans, it 
wasn't difficult to isolate the RAW agent. 
Having found him, they shot him ^sd. 

> Says a RAW operative: "If India had 
indeed obtained that crucial Kahuta Uuep* 
rint at that stage, then we could have 
done something about itand ensured that 
Pakistan’s nui^ar programme never 
edsied. ” Meveover, after that Inddenl, 
other RAW agents began to fear expo¬ 
sure and were reluctant to part with 
sensitive informatloo. 

Not everybody sharea RAW’S view of 
Morarfi Desoi, Subracnaiitsin bwamy. 
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the Jwnaiw MP. was doee to Uesai n 
1976 wnd says: “[l ia unlair to cUim that 
dunnft the JaAsrs period, irreparable 
danufie was done to the intebcence 
superstructure. There was kM moch of 
a cut in budgets. What ^ happen ia that 
many of the IB cfftcera who had cume lo 
RAW on deputation were sent back." 
Adds L.K. Advam. information and 
broadcasting minster during the Janata 
period: "We weeded out three officers 
kiyal lo Indira Gandhi: Kao. Shanharan 
Nair and Rafeshwar. And we put an end 
10 political espionage. 'That's in'* 
Swamy cbims (h^ Morarji scuttled— 
with socne iustification—one attend at 
covert action. He says that Kao snd 
Shankartn Nair. upset about Mugb's 
assassinatton. plotted to kill General, 
i^ifur*Rahman. The scheme was; 
already at an advanced stage (with Mrs 
Gandhi's approval) when the Congress 
government fell and Shankaran Nair then 
briefed Moraiji about it. Desai was 
appalled that RAW would want to assaa* 
sinate a neighbouring head ci state and 
stopped the murder. Shankaran Nair 
warned the Prwne Minisier that it was 
too late to back out now and that many 
RAW assets would be endangered if the 
plan was aborted at this stage. Morarii 
was adamant and finaly. RAW aban* 
doned the assassination. 

General Zia continued to rule Bang¬ 
ladesh for many more years. He was 
assasaouted after Indira Gandhi re¬ 
turned to power but India said that she 
was not involved. 

i n 1960. when Indira Gandhi regained 
office, the inteUigence community was 
delighted. Kao was retrieved ftom lanbo 
snd appointed her seewity adviser. 
Shankaran Nair was entrusted with a 
cadre review of the spy aervices. RAW 
once aiptin became the gosemment'i 
favourite duld and its headquarten at 
the impraative Central (jovemment 
Office (CGO) cor^x in New 
bussed with activity. New equipment 


was also imported for the agency's 
monitoring unit spread over 106 acres m 
Delia's Mayw vtmi. 

It ■ detMtable. however, how wefl 
RAW perfonned during Mrs Gandhi's 
second reign. The monitoring coiuploa 
managed to tap moat secret comrmrucs* 
Dona but these were usualy n code and 
therefore of htile mteOgence use. The 
biggest breakthrough, perhaps, was the 
agency's success wHh Pal^tani tele* 
comminiationa: at one stage, the moni* 
toring unit was bsiening in to al phone 
calls made by important Pakistani 
leaders. 

But there were innumerable foiurcs. 
Mrs Ganda had invested a great deal in 
India's retotiona with Mauritius. RAW 
set up hs oveneas headquvters there 
and Inda went lo ^at lengths to 
ensure (hat Sir Seewoosagur Ram* 
goolam continued to be its Prine Mius* 
ter. even, on some accoimts, hewing 
fiance his re-dectiorL (Says Subn^* 
niam Swamy: “RAW had T*shina saying 
'Vote for Kamgoolafli’ pmed and aeftt 
(0 Mauritius.’') But (he efiort was in 
vam. By the cffty Ei^ties Kanwoolain 
loat power and the new government was 
less hoapiiable lo RAW. 

* ITiere were other fialures too. RAW 
prided Ksdf on its network of ilegab' in 
Pakistan, yet it remained largely ignor¬ 
ant about (he progress ct that country's 
nudear p rogr am me. It had mmy agents 
in Sri Lanka but when effinic strife first 
broke out wi 1983. it was taken by 
surprise. 

The most importaM Mire, however, 
was over Punfsb. In theory, the Puisb 
operation should have been m (fi cone • 
em because it was domestic In nature. 
But RAW was puBed ai nevertheless. 
Ttoe were many reasens. Firatly, the 
Job was encrusted to Kao as security 
adviaer «id he fell more comfcxtable 
«with las old acrvice. Secondly, Mrs 
GanAi regHAd RAW as the better 
agency. And thirdly, there was s foreign 
element because d the iivolvement oi 


Pakistan and ol overseas Sikhs. 

By 1983. RAW had notched up some 
minor successes m Pur^ab. One of its 
moles had penetrated Rhindranwale's 
iniier circle (later, he would be glonfied 
as 'the Pakon') and it had agents wiUun 
every imporUnt overseas Sikh cominun* 
hy. Bui it is doubtful if any accurate 
mlelligence came out of this. RAW failed 
to predict qune how mibiani Bhindran* 
wale would gel or to accuraiely estimate 
the strength of his arsenal. Instead, its 
mtelhgence inputs continued to harp on 
the Pakistani role and lo make out (hat 
the entire movement was run from 
across the border. 

Its overseu agents were even leas 
successful In London’s SouthhaB, a vast 
network of RAW *4legals' tried to pene- 
tnie the local Sikh community and to 
spread dissension among militants. In 
Tcronto. undercover RAW operatives 
tried the same approach. And yet. 
overseas Sikhs became more and more 
extreme and RAW's agents were unable 
lo come up wifti any information on the 
group that bombed Air* India’s Kanishka 
airlii^. 

Stung by its failures in Punjab, RAW 
atiem^i^ tu make up in Sri L^s. Kao 
wu told by Mrs Gandhi to repeat his 
Ban^sdesh success snd RAW went 
looking for miHUnts it could train to 
destabilise the regime. Camps were set 
up in TamO Nadu (with the consent of 
chief mmnter M.G. Ramachandraii) and 
old RAW guerrilla trainers from the 
Mukti Bahini days bfXM^t out of retire* 
menl. That this destabiHsed Sri Lanka is 
^disputable. Hut then, so is the ^ct Uut 
it created Prabhakaran and led to the 
mess we arc in today. 

D uring Mrs Gandhi's second reign, 
though RAW remained the 
favoured service, (he anti-IB bias 
vanbbed. 11x0 was partly because Kao 
was no longer merely RAW director but 
overafl intelligence overtevd and mainly 
because Mrs Gandhi’s domestic iotelli* 
gence requirements quadrupled. 

IB hod always been used to spy on 
pofitical opponents. Justice J.C. ^lah 
passed severe strictures against rta 
hinctioning durs^ the Emergency, de¬ 
clare that it wu a ‘Travesty of demo¬ 
cratic institutions if the government 
! constituted by one poBtica] party is 
j aitztled to watdi (he activities of other 
i pofitial parties and even o( members of 
I its own party”. Duringthe Janata period, 

It attended to curry favour with Moraxjl 
Desai by keep^ fan infonned of what 
Im rtvals wHlm the party were doing. 
Ever the mcnlst. Mor^ ordered an 
end to polittcal wrveamce and stopped 
telephone tapping. (On the other h^ 
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V, N^i^iirkfkr, 11 is JanriUT supfXffdnj^ 
cbrcclor. nwirly '<’•* <'^ fnjsira* 

tion beiaust’ <il icfusal lo 

sancikm a raid <if> Indira (liimlhi's farm¬ 
house till n Uv* ia(<\) 

WfH'U Mrs (iandlii CHJm hn^ k. so iki3 
telephoxu- tap|sn>! .ind mail aurs cUUnce. 
Afie r Sanjsi y’s deal h. virl i iaK>' half o( 11 Vs 
resources wi^rt* (l«*coii*d i<> keefsujt 
Uiuk Ilf his whIow and Iht perceived 
fnewis, Meiuika (iandhi’s phruu- was 
lapiH'd: Akhar Ahint^d was roulinety 
followed Uv a posse* of UKcnl^ and two 
<»pt‘ralives siis^d oulsMk' A.K. Antuby's 
Manru* (>rivc residimcc nolm>: down the 
rvimcs of all lus caUers. 

UnfonunntvIyUy thm IHhiidbcaxnp 
;ij8t aivrthcT bur»rijucn< y. I'here were 
conslanl s^uabbk'S between ihe JI*S 
offHers (wIki nuimed Ihc* top Tid posts) 
and the direci recruits (who manned !A> 
p(*r cent of the k)w*WveJ posts), 'Inhere 
was ri'sentmeni hxi 1 1 RAW. perceived 
w Uk‘ >d^nioniu$ service whkh tsot 
foTi'ign postin^js. To try and mofiify IB 
officers. Iiitdeniers were stmt off to M|r> 
for IrnininK. As the Bniish parted with 
nolhiiiK of vslue. iIm* spies learned fatlle. 
bul the I.uidon wunts were moat wH 
; cf>me 

I J'he bid'iMsiitHUi of th(» IK refWi ted in 
its work. 1'hc W MP L.K. Advani 
recalls htiw he first found out that his 
mail Wiis U*ini 2 mferccpted: ‘^imetmie 
in 1IM2, I WHS struck by thi> fact tlui all 
my letters weie nrnvbk late. My par* 
cc)s Caine on tim<* but my envelopes 
were delayi't! hv ni least a (tay. One day. 
i got a k ite! whkh was corrvctly 
addressed to me or the enwkipe. Hut 
when I sillied reading it I found that it 
beyfan viiiinhi* words. Adinuya 1 
am usuatly addrt s>cd as La\M n<)t labji. 
so 1 was surprised. Wlwn 1 read lurlher. 

1 disci ivets'd dial u was iiK'Hnl for Ijta 
I bus Kaj Cjupla wVh» bved nriuby. 
Obviuusl), I he udeo-epiors had be^ 
opening both niv mail and Uilaji's; and 
this Lime, thi'y IihiI misiaki’nly put one uf 
his letters m the wrimg eiivek>pe!” 

li wai) duniii' this period that IH 
bccune refx»wncd for keeping a watch 
on poiiticians. It also acqiunxi a reputa* 

I tion for playing rou^. Its main mter* 
rogation chamt^r is kicaied mside tht* 
Red Fon and those who have been there 
have horrifying talcs lo tell. The central 
interrogation room is targe and sparvi^ 
futUHhH. 1 he target srts <in a wooden 
su'd and is questemed by a joint inter 
rogiilior team m front of him. On on<- 
SKk* A the room is a one*way mirror 
from fcbnid which senior iniellig«*nce 

» itch. 'IX* rixim b always 
'll when it ia err^yi and thi‘ 
•iigred and bullied into ix«i* 
this does not work, he m 


The spies who never were 

The 'master spies' who turned out to be small fry 


i n the high-aeciirity wards of TAiar Jail. 

they were called mendiers erf the 
ppsm'i "spy club". IVre wu Ma^or 
General F.D. Larkins and his hcplher. 
K.H. Lartum. both seruencod to 10 
years’ inprMnnmeni for tndmg defence 
secrets with the Central Inie&gence 
AgerKy (CIA) Cootnar Naradi. incarcer* 
ated for masterminduig a pernicious 
espimge ring with roots in the Hiime 
Minister’s and Rresideni’s oflices. If the 
Larkvis brothers sdddocuments pertain* 
mg to defence equipment and tlw Hlan* 
ning Commission over a period of five 
years, Coumar Narain and his moles n 
South Block passed fjn RAW reports and 
central dpher bureau (CCB) codes, in 
exchange of, as the courts said, “a peg 
or a leg". There was also Rama Swar* 
oop> tX country's first self-confessed 
douWe agent, who. wMe on the payroll 
of the tH. was also serving American 
inieresis 

Where are afl these priae cetdies of 
the IB now? Suprisingty enough, each 
master spy csughl after sustained 
undercover operations it out on bad. 
The grant of unconditional bail, the IB 
and the pobce might point out, is not in 
hxelf an indtcaimn of the innocen ce of 
the accused. But an exanunadon of the 
charges against them and the legal 
pwecdings show that the much pubh* 
cised espicMuge cases of the Eighties 
have, in (act. (alen through. 

Even before the tallacies in these 
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particular cases surfaced, the IB (which 
provides the tip-off) and the potice 
(which cuDs the evidence) had an unenvi- 
aUe record of convicting alleged spies. 
In 1978. Captain Ranbir Sin]^ Kathore 
and 39 nthm were arrested in the 
famous Sam^ spy case. Ratbore was 
awarded a l^-yeir sentence for being an 
agent of the Palditao Field Intelligence 
Unit (FlU). Ratbore is stiU In Tthar Jail 
but it is widely bebeved (B.M. Sinha'a 
book makes this dear) that he was 
framed to hide the coUuskm between the 
FiG. the Indian inteOigeiKe and the 
Bcrder Security Force (BSF). 

Rathore’i prison term will probably be 
reduced w was the Larkins brothers’ 
recently. While some bebeve that the 
latter were let off on account of exem- 
ptory conduct the truth liea elsewhere. 
Frank Larkini, convkted by the Sea* 
siona Coun.was granted biU by the High 
Court due to Isa wife's ifi health. Ken¬ 
neth Larkins, who started physical train¬ 
ing atkd education classes inside the 
phacai. waa allowed out on parole even 
though he had never appM for bail. 
Says Prank Larkins now: "There is no 
doubt that getting interim bail hke this 
weakens the case. My lawyers have 
assured me that the chances of my going 
bade to >ai! are dim." There Is also talk in 
lepl ci^s that judges are hesitant to 
i^e up the Larins case in (he High 
Court because the evidence against the 
accused is weak. 


tntured: Coomar Narain, whom the IB 
caDed a '’master spy", says t)iat he was 
questioned for days in this chamber by a 
tall and rnthudating Sikh. When he did 
not crack, the officer threatened him 
with violence. Next he was told that he 
would be stripped and sent rut in the 
rain. The threat was followed by actim: 
he was kxieed stripped And so on. 
Finally. Narain agreH to say whatever 
the IB wanted 1^ to. 

How fTHich good all this heavy stufi 
does is far from c^ar. Many of the IB's 
so-called "master have obviously 
been framed and its fabled domestic 
' ntelligence capacity is dubious. Accord* 
I ng to pobbeuns, UtUe of tactical value 
[ nnerges from its offices in North Block 
' and 2S. Akbar Road. And, in any case, K 
fiuled cong^tely to predict the plot tiut 
led Co In^ Gandhi’s assassinition. 

1 >ie intelligence apparatus has hod 





PtapM Swv«op, 4*ff4enfMM44oub4 t9«M 

Thil is precisely the point that 
CoGmar Nuain, the managing director 
of the nuw'intamous SLM MsnekUl 
company maXes. Narain was arrested m 
January 19R5 and suffered acute psycho¬ 
logical imbalance during his two-year* 
long in^sonment (some aay his illness 
was feigned to get hail)- But in the three 
years since the spy ring was smashed, 
the government tas hMn able to ex¬ 
amine only 3(1 of the 130 witnesses in 
the case. 

Today, Coomar Narain tallts of blatant 
frame*t 9 s. of statements he was Inrced 
to make in dank interrogation chambers 
and of torture at the hands of the fB. So 
does Rama Swaroop. out on bail for over 
a year now. 

Explains Swaroop, at «a heavi¬ 
ly-guarded defence colony residence: 


three watersheds: the 1962 war 
with China, the 197S-77 Emer^rKy and 
most recently, the assassination of In¬ 
dira Gandhi in 1984. Right after Blues- 
tar, in an atten^t to make up for its 
disastrous failure, the IB recommended 
that ali Sikhs be removed front Mrs 
(}andhi's security guard, liiis-h is now 
clear-was not due to any advance in¬ 
formation but on purely communal 
grounds, (ndirs Gandhi went along with 
this. 

Then, 11 October, she relented; R.K. 
Dhawan called the deputy conimsioner 
of police <1>CP) and said that Mrs Gandhi 
wanted the Sikhs back. The police were 
dubious and meetings were convened at 
1. Safdarjung Koad to discuss the move. 
Km argued forcefully in favour of rein¬ 
stating the Sikhs. There was, he said» no 
evideKeofs plot involving them, but, as 
a preautioa they aho^ ehher be 
covered by armed security or be asked 
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Ceemv NanMn: guahr or 

“Is It s crime lo be pro-Amencan in this 
cotmtry’ There is a very powerful lobby 
workmg n the IB, who m mesienmndtng 
this oee. Smee they have been able to 
prove nothing in Ihc courts they are 
keeping me under aurvciflwKe so that 1 
canmi laraper with the remaining wit¬ 
nesses." 

With the pssaage of (jme (he guvenv 
maiM's cases against the super spie« get 
even weaker and their alcgabons of a 
frime-up become more vehement. The 
prosecution seema to be iiruggfoig (o 
sustam the ctwges. And Indian intdb- 
gence, in not convicting the Cooemr 
Nsraina and Rama Swaroops as yet. only 
bolsters the view that antj*«spionage 
editions B India are only part foves- 
tjption and part witdi-hurit. 


to remain on (he premises without guns. 
The DeOa pobce continued to object lait 
were overruled. So, on 19 October, the 
duty charts at the M s residence were 
dnnged and Beant Sir^ Satwani Singh 
and the others return^ to WIP secur¬ 
ity. Somewhere akmg the iw. the old 
reservations about not aiming them 
were forgotten and on 31 October, (hey 
seised their opportunity. Kau resigned 
within 24 hem of the assassination. 

Rafor GanSa. after be became Prime 
Minster, made it dear that be reiprded 
the decision to resnsuce the Sikhs as an 
appslbng lapse and thought chat the 
security services were ioepl. (His 
brother Sanjay used to sneertigty refer 
to RAW as *Rdatives aid Wves Asso- 
dabon* after the nepotism of hs bosses.) 

Aiun Sogh. tittn Rgpv’s most Inisted 
ai^ (and a spy and anmy buff) was 
issigried the of ove^ulsig the 
intelhgence machinery. The govern- 


menTs solulion was to set up a Joint 
Inielligencf Cornmiriee (JIC) in thr 
Cabmet secreiahat and to curtail the 
chrecl access ti» the MNsiui. 

UBditioasUy enjoved bv the* directors of 
I RAW and IB. The JIC has. as hs 
members, tlu' directors uf RAW. III. the 
three nabtaiy intelhgence units and two 
secrcUry-level officers (Jf the latter, 
one is called secn'biry (external inielli- 
gence) and is in charge of RAW, the 
ARC and the Special Security Bureau 
(SSB). which handler bolder inledigenee 
and VVfP MK'unty. And tlie other is 
called secretary (internal intelligence) 
and lus the III and CBl in hi^ chaige. 

The purpose of the JIC (now headed 
by Govind Raian) was to encourage 
greater coordination between the ser¬ 
vices and to discourage the growth of 
Kao-type intelligence overfords. Kao 
was briefly recaJJH as a member of the 
Policy Planning Committee of the 
Cabinet but lus position was urvdermined 
by oflWially sponsored rumours that the 
Thakkar Commission inveKtiffateng Mra 
Gandhis assassination had passed se¬ 
vere sthciures against him (these were 
never confirmed) and many of his opera* 
tions. including the Tamil training 
camps, wore wound up. 

Now. the directors of the security 
services can see Rajiv if they wish, but 
rvely does he cneei (hem alone. CsuaSy 
such members of the Prime Minister's 
office as Saria Grewal and Meera Shank¬ 
ar m1 in on meetings. On matters 
peruuung to Afghanistan and Sri Lanka. 
Gopi Arcca is often called in. And. the 
inteDigence grapevine has it that Sam 
Pitroda has be^ assigned the job of 
modemisirx the technological base of 
the intelligence network. Phroda denies 
this. “1 bsvt nothing to do with the 
mtelligence agencies. C*Dot is working 
on conmunicaUons proposals for the 
police but that is jt” he told SuNUAy. 
(“Wet, he'd have to say that, wouldn't 
he?" onimer intelligence operatives.) 

I t t$ probably too eariy to assess tiw 
performance of the new-kx)k security 
set up but at first glance, it seems to 
have had a mixed record. Over the last 
four years, LB's performance in Punjab 
has improved substantially. In 1964. in 
the aftermath of Bluestar, neaiiy SQO 
young Sikhs crossed into Pakistan. 
Awa/e of this traftic. IB planted its own 
agents among them. Their reports con¬ 
firmed the stories about training camps 
run by the Paldstanis but these were 
often disguised as ^nanating from cap¬ 
tured terronsU for fear of betraying the 
molea. 

Over the last three years. IB has set 
up a smugglmg racket as a cover for its 






immigradon computent at fweign atr* 
pMts. RAW now sen^ iu agents nut 
under paeudonyms. This creates hila* 
rious mu'ups when RAW officers run 
inio friends Irom India in the street who 
insist on addressing them by their real 
names. 


spying, its agents pose as smuivk'rn. 
^rry genuine c’onimband acros.s the 
Pakistan border and then report bark ti» 
headquarters. Recruitment has also 
been stepped up nnd kn'al agents are 
given code names, weapons and pocket 
cameras for photographing seiisitKe in- 
stallations and docuntenis, 

Ttus operation has hehx^d identify the 
Pakistani connectHHis of many terror* 
ists, though fB s curretil stand is that 
there are no large- scale* terrorist tram* 
ing can^ps "When ic^rrormts cross over 
to Pakistan, they ve given sanctuary: 
that’s all," says a senior IB official This 
is at odds wiifi the government’s post* 
tion that virtually the entire Puruab 
pniblem is a Pakisiani creatiucL 
IB'h rectn'd on Sn Lanka, however, is 
nut as good, 'llw intelligence ir^is to 
the core group set up to plan the Indian 


T he Intell^nce Bureau has had some 
triumphs and there have been times 
when it has performed excellently. IB 
operatives sttQ gloat about their success 
in revruiting a third secretary at the 
Pakistani embassy m New Delhi. The 
d^mat reported to his IB cimtroUer 
chat a serving cniond in the Indian army 
was a Pakistani spy but failed to identify 
him. 

Then, late one evening he told his 
cMtroBer that the colonel was in the 
Pakistan embassy at tfiat moment, get¬ 
ting secret documents photographed. 
An IB team rushed to the embassy in 
Chanakyapuri and posted men at all die 
exits. At 11 pm, a car driven by a 
Pakistani agent and containing the col¬ 
onel emerg^. The IB team tailed it. 
Unfortunately, the Pakistani noticed the 
tail and dro^ around Delhi for three 
hours, trying to shake it. When he foiled, 
the car returned to the embassy. 

Kor three days. IB watched the 
embassy wailing for the cokmel to 
appear but the Pakistanis kept him 
inside. Pmalfy. the Pakistani agents took 
the hi^y unusual step of asking the 
ambassa^ for help. V^n he agreed, 
they hkJ the colonel in the boot of hii 
fanMsene and drove him out to the 
ambassador’s residence, reckoning, cor¬ 
rectly. that the IB wouM not break 
protocol by either stof^g the andMisa- 
dor or searching his house. Late that 
night, the colml escaped from the 
ambassador’s residence through a back 
door. 

But be had already given himself 
away. All IB had to do now was to check 
with the army and find out which serving 
colond had suddenly gtme missing for 
three days. Investtptkms revealed that 
a cckmel's wife in Mathura had reported 
her husband missing but that he had 
aubsequenUy returned. It turned out to 
be the Pakistani spy. 

Under interrogation he told the 
bureau tlut he had been a mole for some 
yetfs now. His modus oporvuii was to 
take a tram from Mathura to Delhi, to 
de&ver the documents in the evening 
and then return the same night 
Unfwtunately such spectacular coun¬ 
ter-espionage coups are rve and IB 
spends most cf its time collecting polHic* 
al mtefligence. L.K. A<h^: ’*ln 
1985. I ran into a senior mtelllgence 
offi c er who happened to be in possession 

turner‘9 
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pubbe profile while doing so. happily 
otf ering deUds of their negotiations to 
the press. In the process. RAW has 
emerge as the legitimate reftfesenta- 
tive of the Indian govenvnent and such 
RAW (dficers as N.L. Chitwal have been 
named by the press. This, surely, is 
hardly tlw low profile that Gandhi 
had intended for the agency! 

Other RAW operatioos continue in 
Bai^ladesh where the agency maintains 
a substantial presence; n Afghanistan 
where it liaises with KHAD. the Afghan 
intefligence service; and m Sod vdiere It 
offers low-level assistance to the rebels. 

Its operations outside South Asia, 
however, are krnted and vktualy al its 
seniof officers are we9 known to foreign 
intelligence services, nius is easier thv) 
rt sounds. A nocwIFS officer in an Indian 
embassy is al once suspect.) To beat the 


PatroHIns in* lnde*Chln* bofd*t Curinfr 'h» $2 

Peace Keeping Force's (IPKP) opera¬ 
tions suggested that the LTI'E’s total 
strength was under 1,000 and that the 
militants could be easily disanned. When 
the IPKF landed in iaffiia. it found that 
this was an underestimate and had to 
rethink its entire strategy after many 
soldiers had lost their lives. IH btames 
RAW for the mistake: RAW. in turn, 
blames military intelligence. Nevertlie- 
less, despite this being a 'fm^ign ini^- 
gence’ operation. IB shares RAW’S turf. 

RAW is. in fact, on danaerous ground 
in Sri l.ankfl because it has trained many 
of the men the IPKF is now hunting 
down. Prabhakaran regards RAW'S pre¬ 
sent role a» betrayal and the agency’s 
officers, many of whom know and 1^ 
him, have been engaged in an effort to 
win him back over the last few months. 
Oddly enough, they have adopted a high 
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of a number cf transccipis of conversa' 
lions that had taken place between 
politicuns and joumaJiils. between the 
Chief Justice and others and even be¬ 
tween the President of India and certain 
people. 1 checked the tramcripta my 
calls and found they were accurate, litis 
ciatvinced me that there was tarite'scale 
telephone tapping." 

Advani's conclusion U shared by near- 
ly every other politician. Giani 74d 
.^ngh, for instance, believed that the 
rooms of Kashtrapaii Hhavan were bug¬ 
ged (they were) and conducted all his 
conversations on the lawns. And as the 
Hegde scandal shows, even state intelb* 
gence depanments can Up phones. Of 
course, they lack the sophistication of IB 
which now needs only jo seconds to tap 
a phone. 

Generally, the telephone department 
is asked to make a line faulty. Then, an 
JB officer, disguised as a teleplKme 
teihnician. visits the house or nifice and 
installs a bug the size of a ear stud with a 
one centimetre-king antenna inside the 
receiver. Some bugx of this tvpe pick up 
only phone conversations. (Others can 
pick up all cnnveruiionK in the room, 
llic bug then iransmiis to a receiver in 
an IB safe hou»e whert' the cimversetiun 
is upc-rveorded. 

Ihis is an expensive metliod of phone 
tapping compared to the usual pnritBcl* 
line operatKin but k is foofprool and 
requires no paper work or permissions. 
It is for siKh purposes that IB has safe 
houses in Vasant Vihar. Kaka Nagar and 
Anand Niketan. The«e )kkjs<?s are used 
to monitor bugs, to meet agents secretly 
and to conduct ciandesLne interroga¬ 
tions. They appear nn no li^t of IB 
addresses and their rents are paid from 
secret funds. (Inevitably, many are own¬ 
ed by JB ofbeers who rent them to the 
bureau at fancy rents!) 

M ost security services are obsessed 
with mole-hunts. One such hunt 
nearly destroyed the CIA in the early 
Seventies, and MIS and SIS have never 
recovered from the Russian penetration 
scandals. Strangely, the Indian secret 
services seem immune from sudi fears. 

Perhaps they ou^t to worry more. 
Says Subramaniam Swamyi "According 
to me. only 60 per cent of RAW is 
independent from foreign powers. 
There is a 25 per cent penetmtion by the 

KGB and 15 per cent by the CIA." 
There are grounds for ccncem. Last 
year RAW discovert that V. Unniknsh- 
nan. in charge of its Sh Lankao opera- 
tk». was a CIA agent He had been 
seduced by a female American spy artd 
then given lots of ending money: thn, 
apparently, was lU U took. Mott wor¬ 


rying, RAW only caught on when ques¬ 
tions began to be asked about Cnnikrish' 
nan’s flamboyant bfostyle. A few munths 
1 ^. Ihe BSF discove^ that Balvinder 
Singh, knosm as the *Giani* (see Sunuay 
17 July. 19861. an Indun mtelfagence 
agent, had been a Pakistani spy for 
years. There are many such instances 
but usually, they are hushed up. 

In most cases, the inducement is rtot 


money or women. The problem lies tn 
the twreaucrutisation of ihe security 
services. Now, like all other govern¬ 
ment departments, they are full of 
disgruntled elements, furious at having 
been passed over for promotion or 
frustrated at having lust a foreign post¬ 
ing. Such men are prime candidates for 
recruitment by foreign agencies. Gener¬ 
ally. they are at the end of their careers, 
see no hope of prwotion and can only 
look forward to an unhappy retirement 
on an IPS pension. It does not take mud) 
to turn Urn. particulariy as the foar of 
detection is largely absent. 

If India is to develop a first-rate 
intelligence capabJity then, c^viou^y. 
the security services will have to be 
given a certain degree of freedom and 
their officers will need to be selected on 
die basis of flair rather than seniority, 
But, can any government allow 
freedom to its spyrmsters without en¬ 
ding up with the dictatorial style of a 
MuDick or the individualistic approach of 
a Kao? 

As Rajiv Gandhi copes with the intelli¬ 
gence failure in Lanka and ponders the 
need to obtam inside infonnaiion abMt 
India’s enemies, these are questfona 
that he muat ask hinuetf. 

Pfevnil NMra md INhi «^Mnr IWW 
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WWi Sprli«riMii voind, Bwn 
an cl«K« (f Mir 6i^ 
TficyC li ip — iwd 


Driven to tears 


Itce: Wembky Stadium. 
London Date: 2 Sepiem* 
her. Tnte: 4 pm. 

Some meitaatars ol the rock 
world—Bruce Springsteen. 
Trucy Chapman and Peter Gabnel lake 
the stage. I'eter Gabriel cornea on with 
an acapella version of bob MarfcyV 
freedom song (Jet up. stuidup For five 
houra 8U.000 peo(^ sit speUbound ai 
the first show of the “Htiman Bights 
Now" Concert gets underway. I'hen. aa 
the chill oi the evening sets la Hoaa 
takes the mike With the opening bars of 
Horn in the USA Wembley Stadhon is 
transformed. Iliousanda of candles are 
Lit and IdO.UOt) hands go up in ecatacy. 
TMh cuTKert also featured Ywsaou 
N'Dour, E Street Band and Stirig and 
has. some say. surpassed anything that 
Bob Geldof has ever done. 

Place: Jawaharla) Nehni Stadium. 
New Delhi. Date: 30 September. 1988. 
'llw best the West has to offer by way of 
music and entertainment will come to 
India. Nearly one lakh people will wit¬ 
ness a performance, which the organia* 
era da^. vdU have (he mind of ^lan. 
(he soul of jass. the beat of reggae and 
the distinction of rock and rod. The 
electrifying power of 60.000 watts of 
music, psychedelic strobe lights and the 
macho appeal of Springsteen wiD come 
to the Aaiad venue. And the countdown 
has begun. Delhites (who have seen 
Osihisa and boney M in action, so far) 
have decided to be around on the 30th. 
for Budi a show may not be held in India 
for decades to come. 

The Human Rights Foundation and 
the Reebok Foundation had signed oo 
the stars who were to perform on tour 
and wanted to hold one of the 18 shows 
in Delhi. They, apparently, contacted 
some hotel chains for sponsorship aid 
lavcr approached bennet and Coleman, 
cdrbnting theu ISOth anniversary in 
1988. (F artier, there had been pceas 
reports that The Times of India would 
be inviting Madonna—at a fantastic 
pnct'->«i ^oig at the grand &iale of their 
anniversary celebrations.) The Times 
graUsed ihe chance to host (he show, ft 
vaU provide the logistical back-up (dr (he 
show and the gate money will later be 
donated to the Prime Mmter'a Relief 


Fund or lo a social organisation. 

Tltt allow would come to DeUu en 
route London. Paris. Budapest. Barce¬ 
lona. San Jose. Toronto. Montreal. i*hi* 
ladelpiua. Los Angeles and Tokyo. Stag¬ 
ing it wilt, no doubt, be a gargantuan 
effort. Momentum has already budt up in 
the BaJkadur Shah Zafar Marg head office 
^ Bennet and Coleman, telephones 
mg continuously: '*What do you mean 
by saying that <ioe oi your friends has 
a^ady got a Vll* pass? Since it u a 
chanty show there wiB be no invitatHms. 
And the tickets have not even been 
printed as yet.” The marketing depart¬ 
ment b showing foreign posters and 
suuverars to companies for pubbasing 
the concert. But the host company has 
made it dear that no picture of Spring¬ 
steen or of any ocher rock star can be 
used. 

Members of the Reebok FoundaiKio 
and some Indan committee members 
have inspected the venue <jf the concert, 
as also the seating arrangements 
Springsteen, apparently, wants to be as 
dose to* (he audience in New DelN as 
possible. The safest, the organisers 
were tefd. would be to keep enChususts 
holding Ks 6()U tickets, at least 15 feet 
away from the stage. A strong barricade 
was essential lo prevent the crowd from 
surging towards (he performers. There 
was a^ the problem of positioning the 
SIX Urge visual screens around the 
stadium so that they did not block the 
view of the Rs too ticket-holders in the 
stands. Adgo^ate securAy would also 
have to be provided for ^ celebrities 
and VIPs, induding the Frvne Minister, 




The AfMwsty pertormtra sMreea a prsMecoiersoi 


who inighi ait<>nd the concert 
StfK'v the release of his firsl album in 
19T2. 'Boss’ (as Spniigsleen is also 
called) has become Amenca's best-loved 
folk/ro^ musician. Springsteen who 
passed up a mulli-nullion dollar contract 
1(1 yan (he Amnesty (our will perform 
with the legendary E Street Band. The 
new Hob Dylan of the American working 
classes. Springsteen turns 39 a week 
before he comes to New Delhi. Says 
And Gupta, adviser in Bennett and 


Tracy Chaoman 


Bruce Springsteen, Peter Gabriel and Sting aim to 
move New Delhi audiences into acting 
for human rights 










•ton lh«lf London poflo n wonct; mwMe to* • e«w«o 


The Secret PoUceman’s Balls 

Amnesty used rock stars way before Live Aid 

T he iddi o( d rancert for Ajismoty righti bdoM ond not w mud) Kti 
pre-datet Live AU or Bend Aid collecting money, 
or any other of Boh Getdofi con- Of the aure b the New Delu 

a re< The drtt Anukssty ihow w ihow two ere Amneety resiubn. 

I in London in 1961. » a time Sting appeared aolo at the first 
when rock was not perceived to be Secret Pokceman'a Bal (prrforrrwig 
the potent pofaHcei force It now is. At Roiamn^ end Peter Gaboel h» 
die time, the alara of the show were atwaya been on hai^ to raise money 
lod) comediana as Peter Cook and for ppod causes. Both sngers are 
John Cleese and the mudenna <in- imeigem. anioikM Bnts and both 
cludiRi The Who’s Pete Townsbend) have written and perfonned pdmcal 
ai^eered between sldta to do inih- raterial. 
vidual aoi)g& The aucceas of The tv- w- ^ »h. 

Secret Pciicenan'* B«B teetWH. ged- 
dtt?) M the thow WM UtSi W to 

-n* Secret Pokemm-. Other Bel ??? ■^***^ . *** 

tired he cc^t eeh h to. 

%*im.A^c»withSaid *>•*“«***■ 
ttd Us it«i a ^ttd aucedks, he^ed 
ffMl bud I for Amnesty and 
iwiiiaad the onpidaetkm to the 
Mdntiw M a aecoitd such tew. 
m m fima. tht eenpMa Mens to 
(r cM tpMt amnistt. ei hen*. 


•uWiv*«-a» 


fiy acreeng to t^ part in thti 
(our SpdngiteeQ bn Rwk an in^xir* 
tam polteied at i faB i eftt and aboele* 
vaU it into a Do^ rode evant: only 
Mkhaei Jeckton on Atw mtkla h 
bk li hiSe • 


Colemari for the anniversaty I'ck'bid 
tmns, who had witnessed the Wembfev 
ahow. “DurviK >• live concert Bnjcc inusi 
he loosinK thousand^ of calorws He 
does nut stand still for a secoiKl He is 
the most appealing. Iivo wn<> rock per¬ 
former lodav ’ 

W'ith*S$ninKSieen. there are <'hAnces 
that Pete' f»aiviel, Chapman and Sung 
could be relegated in the “abut sangs" o1 
the show And lor no fault uf their own. 
Gabnel is one ut tht‘ loccrunneis of the 
show. wHh lii» experience nf founding 
The Genesis jn 1967 Sting, tl>e ftwmer 
lead Mngei of Polne han wnn seveial 
Grammy Awards Youssou N’ iKnir 







Bruea Sprtngttwn: eroivO-pullsr 

formed his own gioup m 1981 and his 
songs on Ne)»on Ma^ela make him a 
suiublu indusioo for a human nghts 
show. ITie only female star performer 
on the show, lYacy Chapman has re¬ 
ceived nve reviews m America and 
abroad. 

Judging from the enqiones pourmg in 
6^ all parts of the country, the human 
rights shuw wdl be sold out even before 
Che hsc dav cd tjcket-sales. The concert 
ts expected to rake in over a crore erf 
rupees (the WemWey concen neit^ 
more than five crores). There will be no 
television coverages of the show. So. as 
the rules for i Bruce Spnngsteen show 
go—be on lime, don't take drugs, and 
catch the but back home. 
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The Poin t of no return? 

The new plan to develop Bombay’s plush Nariman Poinl-Cuffe Parade area 
is biased in favour of the wealthy and threatens to stretch 
the city's already strained resources 


<ir the WfaUhy. 
Ihe Narimiin 
IVHnt-Cuffe Para¬ 
de art'a is the 
more* acceptable 
face Ilf Hombay. Kut from 
the envm>nn>enirilisrs ptiini 
of vK*w, it has always been a 
mjshimdre. Development of 
ihe Hrea>'*ntuch of it done 
under the Raiiibay Develop* 
meni Plan—Ivis put ihe city 
under greai at rain; con* 
ffeslcd ihe southen' pan uf 
Hnmbay. burdened an 
already stretched transport 
aynlem and created water 
ahoriaitos. 

A]} thiR seems bke it’s 
K<nnK (o Ret nuich worse in 
the near future. A nuinher of 
chanRes. 21 mail, in the draft 
development plan put out by 
the Bombay Mumripril Cor* 
poration (HMC) in H^HTlhave 
been accepted by the stale 
Rovemment. ^Vhat they will 
mean for the Nanman Puint- 
Cuffe Parade area are, 
amonRsi other (hinRs, luxury 
flats. shc.ppinR arcades, dc* 
parlnienlol stores, expensive 
restaurants and chibs. Some 
uf these will come up on land 
earmarked as 'no develop¬ 


ment zones’. 'Rardens* and 
'housinit for fishermen' <$ec 
charl). Clearly, the chanRes 
are aimed at benefitlHiR nu 
one but the rich. 

The deviatkm from the 
oriRinal plan have been prom* 
oted by Ibe department of 
urban dcveloprnent under 
secretary D.K Jam. ever 
since' 1BH8. But it is only 
recently (hat the department 
succeeded in making the 


Sharad l*awar Rovemment 
accept the chaciRes, 

The chaflRes are liable, 
some say tailor-made, for 
msuse. lake the provision 
for park mg kits, fur instance. 
Hie urban develupmenl it* 
pariment has prescribed that 
the parkiriR lots be ao de* 
siRn^ as to be used for 
other commercial purposes. 
Thus, a person to who a 
parkkiR lot ta leased may 


build a departmental store or 
a restaurant on the plot he is 
aborted, ostensibly to ensure 
that he secures a reasonable 
return on his investment. 

However, it is debauble 
whctiier these parking lots 
win be used at all. as the local 
adminscration permits free 
parkinR on the streets at 
Nariman Point and Cuffn Pb> 
rade. ’The provisions for 
parking lots are a hoax." says 
Chandrashekar Prabhu, 
MLA and member of the 
Bombay Metropolitan De* 
velopment Authority 
(HMKDA). Prabhu is wor* 
ried that the parking facilities 
may ro the way of those that 
existed in some of the build* 
ings at Nariman Many 
of them have been converted 
into offices and recently a 
garaj^ at onu of the Haheja 
buildings was sold as an 
office for Rb 2.5 lakhs, 'll 
doesn't require much im* 
agination to forecast what 
finally happen to these 
car parks." he says. 
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occupiei land measuriog 
31,000 iquare metres 
bought at a nominal fte 1. has 
been allowed to use one- 
lourth of this area to coo* 
stnict the residential block. 
It is estimated that the sale 
of ^ertments wd fetch it Rs 
50 crores, out of whidi half 
wd be given to the goverri- 
mem as a kmd of quid pro 
quo. 

The arr an gement is said to 
have been made lo alkiw the 
NCPA to offset the muarve 
bases that U has beeA mak* 
ing>-which, according to 
some estimates, amounts to 
Hs 3 crorea a vear. Some 
believe that the NCPA 4d 
not foresee making such 
huge losses, but others 
argue that its adnurastratori 
occupied the land with the 
intention of later requesting 


The money involved in 
these schemes is 
tremendous. Por instance, 
one of the parking lots with 
an area of about S.0U0 square 
metres is to be converted 
into a muhi'Storeyed car 
park with restaurant facilities 
and departmental stores on 
the ground floor. With a per¬ 
missible built-up area of 
7U,000 square feet, the 
money invdved amounts to 
about Rs 42 aures. 

One of the most con¬ 
troversial changes that the 
new development plan 
makes relates to the decision 
to allow the National Centre 
fur the Performing Arts 
(NCPA)—a complex spon- 
s<ifed by the Tata group—to 
construct for sale a Ks 56- 
cron: luxury apartment com¬ 
plex. The NCl'A, which 


other centres Idee the Pnihvi 
Theatre and Shaninoklianan- 
da Sabha face financial proD- 
lem$. 


A nother pbt has been 
earmarked to house a 
restaurant, garden, parking 
fodkty and a power station 
for the Tala Ebctric Com¬ 
pany (TI;CJ. Interest mfdv. 
the power station was orlgi- 
natty to have been set up at a 
neaiHsy plot. However, this 
plan was changed, and (ho 
fht handed over to a private 
housing society floated by 
members of the Atomic 
Energy Commission and 
officers of the Indian Admi- 
nstrative Service <IASl. In a 
dissenting note to the 
BMRbA, Chandrashekar 
Prabhu has stated that most 
of the members of the hous¬ 
ing society already have 
apartments within the chy 
which have been rented at 
fancy pms. He has called 
for an inquiry into this. 

Then, expectedly, there is 
Che propos^ for the oerieGl 
of the state's ministers. 
Almost 4,00fi square melrea 
of gardens will be used to 
build residential quarters for 
ministers. A strange decision 
since most of the mmlKters 


that k be slowed to budd a 
hotel Of apartment block m 
c«der lo rake in money. 
Whatever the truth, various 
cultural groups in Uie city 
have come down hard on 
what they seq as the govern¬ 
ment’s undue concern for the 
losses the NCPA ii making. 
Says Damu Jhaveh of the 
INT: "Whstcittturddevelop- 
ment are they talking about? 
Hie NCPA is bang run lor a 
small coterie of ihe urban 
eMe. The eniertainrneht it 
provides hardly meets the 
country's objectives uf cultu¬ 
ral devebprnent.'' What irks 
the cultural groupa partjcu- 
tarty is (hat the NCPA should 
be pampered at a time when 
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NEW PLAN FOR 
THE NARIMAN 
POINT-CUFFE 
PARADE AREA 


Listed behw are some of the 21 dan/ges from the earlier deveiopment 

pisn 



Met No. 

Araafag, 

matraa) 

NaaafvattanlnVia 

OvWOpfflSnl 
planpuMahadbyttia 
BMC In 1193 

OavteBenlreaiMia 
•MC'e 1963 draft da- 

vMopMWfil plwi 

1) NCPA 

31,661 

Public u9a 

IneOUIoAal uae 

2) 240-240A 

4.9S2 

Parxing lot 

MuN-sso^ayad ear 
pmk wWi aabnQfaoh- 
Oaa and dapartneniai 
fioraa on ground floor 

3) 146 

3.640 

Oaidan 

Reddanaal uaa 

(namaiera* quarMrs) 

4| Land betwaan 
pM noa 161B 

3,700 

BEST M Qiaan 

RdBdenaal uaa (govt 
attft heuiing and ' 
High Coun Ndgas) 

5| Propoaad w* 
damabon to m# 
north of 60 n 
wida atat-wast 
road 

27,396 

No davatopmam aona 

Eaang neuae. gardarv 
parung Mid power ra- 
earwig elation for 
Tate EiacMc Com- 
W 

6) 106. 107. 106 

T,007 

Poiea pirada 
ground 

Oardan aa par Back- 
bay OaautMcalen 
propOMi 

7) >0S 

3.366 

Po«ea pMada 
ground 

ParUng snS depart- 
mental aiera aa par 
Bac*bay baauoaea- 
aen propoaai 

61 120 (PT) 

2.686 

Houaeid ^ 

■ahamwi 

Partdng ttid dapart- 
mantM aiort 

9) 120 (FT) 

1 

464 

HovaPig lor 
neharman 

Malal MMr Cftv* 
aabia Truat 

10) Land aunarv 
darad by Woild 
Trade Canba 

23.046 

Playpround ' atadun 

Playgiaund i gym- 
khanatobauMaadby 
goirt. oMcars 

11) 66 (RT) 

1.225 

Munfelpal dBpansMy 

Garden 

' 12 ) land to tha 
waalof plei no. 
67 

1,929 

ParT'ol cMdraiTs parX 


131 Land north ol 
exaOng BEST 
dapot 

14.661 

Included Fi ‘fl* tone 

Poiea aarade gnund, 

poica ataden. ale. 

14) Raoiamanon le 

12.462 

Included in 13 anoi.Re> FMdwaW uaa Mv 

tha south of 


•ervad lor e»r shad 

M QMnp tor toOMM 

Wortt Trada 
Cantra 


purpoaaa 

Bewd) , 


aT« Accommodated in burgzaluws al 
Mabbar Hd. Napean Sea Hoad and 
Nanyan Dabholkar Road. True, the 
govermneni & m the process uf de¬ 
molishing 12 iMngaluws that were occu* 
pted bv ministers im Foreshore Road but 
the land allotted at Nanman Foml a 
large enough to accommodiilf 40 luxu¬ 
rious flats The question being asked a 
why the need tor extra residential space 
for iniiubters 

Ministers, of coui hc, will not be the 
only Uneficianes m the new plan Kortv 
apartment b wUI be built for judges at 
another plot, one ongitially intend^ for 
use by Ihe hical bus transport system. 
TV largesse showered on the judges, 
cymes believe, ib a move to influence 
their thinking m llie event that a slay on 
the development ol the area is tiled. 

PishermerL who have ly»en tradiiKxiHl 
inhabitanib the Cuffe Parade atea. 
have been severely affected under *he 
new plan. Over 3.{KJli square metres of 
bnd reserved for them is going to be 
turned ovei for parking, departmental 
stores, a inist and a MKalkd beauufica* 
uon scheme. 

T here are other decisions which arc 
just as controversial IV police 
parade grounds are to be u«*d tot 
parking and for departmental Nlures. a 
children 8 park converted into a parking 
kg; and some land ongmally alkgted to 
(he Wevid Trade Centre now earmarked 
for a dub for government ofAcers. 

But, according tn some, the really 
scandalous deciMon is the »ne to utilise 
about 15.000 square metres of land for a 
police parade ground and station. 'IV 
land was categonsed as *R sone', which 
means for use as a "Uonbit i«uiip”Mhat 
IS. to temporanly house people who live 
01 c4d buildings that have to be de¬ 
molished before reconstruction. To be 
fair, the new plan does envisage transit 
camps, but the land earmarked for ttmn 
has not yet been redsimed from the sea. 
Says Prabhu: *’lVre are no transit 
camps m south Bombay and people viho 
live Bi dilapidated buildings here have to 
go to places like Ramabai Nagar and 
V4(hroi. where there is no electncity, 
water or schools. Even the pobce do nut 
want their outposts in such places.'' 

Given the sc^ of the money involved 
o the construction envisaged by the new 
plan, there is the feebng that there wd 
be ranqiant comiptkirL Moreover, it is 
avned at benefitting hardly anyone but 
the wealthy. One local government ofA- 
oal and quoting the Bible: ‘To those 
who have, more will be given.” As for 
the aiy. the new plsn will only further 
exert ita already atrained reacurrea. 
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Mythl 

Th« knporidd VCR it better. 

ITS NOT. Th9 truth is that 9 out of 
10 imported VCRs ere merely 
duplicates of well’Known brands... 
their performance as bad as the 
dubious components used to 
^assembfe* them. 

VHR 1110, on the other hand, 
Is truly built component try 
component. Using e wortd-standard 
video deck manufactured in India in 
coliaboretion with Sanyo, Japan. 

Incorporating 'HO' picture 
technolofly for extra-sharp clanty. 


Myth 2. 

The Imported VCR needs no 
eervlcl^. 

NOT TRUE. As a rule, every 
electronic equipment needs regular 
eervicing of the rigtit kind. Most 
imported VCRs are backed by no 
euch assurance. 

WhereestheVHR 1110 comes to 
you with the support of BPL's 
fully-equipoed. nationwide service 
nehwofk- And a one-year warranty. 




Myth 3. 

The Imported VCR Is cheaper. 

DEFINITELY NOT. In the long run. 
it could prpve very expensive 
because of heavy maintenance 
costs. Add to it the risk of 
unpredictable performance, and 
you have a VCR just not worth its 
price. 

In sharp contrast.the VHR 1110 ia 
a dependable, wohd-dass 
performer. Bearing the proven 
stamp of BPL quality. To give you 
full value for your money. 



BPL VHS VIDEO VHR 1110 

ThtbPftPrtP^ooprrtr 
QuMitty • MMMfy • ServfP# e^prM 
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Cokw 

Form 
and Smell 


On the trail of the lonesome Ganesh Pyne 


’‘Histmnkind camof 
btu loo mucA 
teiky.'' 

—T. S. Ehoc 


F 


M. or more 
than a decade 
GaneshPyne 
has had the 
status of being 
one of India’s 
top ardsts. 
Countless 
critk^' 
r^BliSand 


suMcted him 


0 character in search of reality 
could do better than walk down 
the narrow lane called Kaviraj 
Kow m central CalcutU. Walk he or she 
must, since the lane is too narrow for 
cars. Aj)d it requires some cortcentration 
to sidestep the occasional heap of gar* 
base or tbe liquid spill- 

I AK over from the open 
dnins bning both aides 

I of the lane. HaH*way 
down (his alley rises 
' the narrow pink facade 
cd a house with green 
doors and win^ws. 
St^ over the drain, 
ring (be doorbell and 
soon you will stand face 
to face with Ganesh 
Pyne, the artist of a 
siqifKised ''mythical and unreal world." 

But is it fair to say that his paintings-J 
peopled though they are by strange, J 
attenuated creatures in a world of sha>* 
d'>wed bid>t^are lotaly divorced from 
reality^ For more than a decade Ganesh 
Pyw has had the sUtus of being one of 
India's top artists. Countless critics, 
reviewers and journalists have subjected 
him to their pens. And the appraisals 
have always harped on the “fantastic" 
quality of hts wivk. Even when a critic 
like Pranabendu DasgupU makes the 
uecessary dislinctkm between reahstn 
aruj rcahty when he discusses Ganesh 
Pyne, he cannot help stressing the dimly 
Kt mystery of the artist's w^. 

Pyne himself is sonewhat tired of the 
n^titive categorisation of himaelf as 
the cresior of a worid of purely fantastic 
or mythical vnages, "I would be very 
happy if my work on be seen m a 
different tight." he dectares wiU> quiet 
emphasis. And indeed to see him dres* 
sed m the dhoti-paqiahi of a middle-dasa 
Bengib gentleman, sitting in Uiat tiny 
room whoH absence of decor provides 
sudi a stark contrast to the pictorisi 
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univei se c»f ccilour. ii^hi vxl i^hade which 
Pyne creates upstairs m his studio—is to 
wonder how such a person can escape or 
eschew ruaitiy. 

But then one cnuld aheay^s say that art 
ii very often the chosen path lu escape 
reabty that is too painful or too ^nm. or 
simply unacceptable, lines (ianesh Pyw 
come across as someone who has prob* 
lems either recuffnnunK or cchexistutff 
with the reality of his particular w<irld? 
has been made of his reclusive 
of his reluciame tu travel (even 
Sff t journeys out of Calcutta), hn 
«9^)itle stale, his shyness. But none of 
.these seems important as one listens to 
‘the artist talk about social sj^tems. 
about (he predicament of today 's journal* 
ists doomed to write about disparate 
areas where they have no eipertise, 


Yh«Mflee,iaa3 

about the v\dj(arity of many people’s 
approKh (0 the artist {”(eD us how you 
perceive the female body"), abnut litera* 
(ure. history and art. 

Perhaps the., sreatest handKap that 
Oaneah Pyne suffers from is his un* 
BsiumhiK manner. It requires more 
energy and effort to resist tlW imposition 
of facile labels than Byne is prepared to 
expend. Despite his status, critical and 
commercial, he is still a modest Benj^ab 
bfiadra^. atixious not to transgress the 
tinvis of civility. He has fellow artists like 
M.K Husain gomR gaga over his worlt. 
He has avid coUMtors in India (Victor 
Baner^e, Dilip De. Dr Prakaah Kejriw* 
ai. Or Mukund Lath and others) and 
abroad, waiting to pounce on his neat 
palming. A alow wc/rker. he paints un^r 
four pKturea i year—«van ao. hia work 
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Th*Ct«M.lW?QM ThiMMlMT 

■dto before the pM c«i dry on hfo 
ew y M , ct pncee et hi^ m IU 2S»{I0I)' 
fora imiD terrpen. And yet onecdthe 
fratthinp hewflld you iithn be tea 
yet hid i/'one*iD|n ihov. aoy- 


Aitod ibout the recited afrnjnrg he 
to auppoecd to have diipfoyed to foura^ 
tou. GMih Pyne ptoriJhf anaverv. 
**nM teit my toMtioe. lomothm 
mtedy and everybody trytai to get my 
oftodoni on eveiy nddect imder the MIL 


And I toe have been at the recehing end 
of nwundentandfog and uneoiineoja 
a rrog an c e ." He recaBa a recent Inter¬ 
view in a Bcngak mMaana. "If you rod 
thtt you wil aee that the aterdewer 
wu eonattntly cryfof to pinh me Into 
makbig met a tft yik i) adniiaitm. and I 
via conatantly tryfog to nove away. 
The ei^etience mode me very uncom- 
foctable» which to why I aafced to aae a 
copy of the btoervltw befori It waa 
puUihed." 
















M etaphysics apart, the best way to 
understand the complex reality of 
Ganesh Pyne is to let ham delve into his 
past and excavate memories, associa¬ 
tions and facts. As he says himself. "AJl 
my paintings are built around a story.” 
Kor the Ganesh Pyne story too. one 
needs to ”bej^ at the very beRmninx” a 
la Afkre in Wondefland- 

Childhood, like the present, was 
spent rn this same house with its inner 
and outer courtyards, its smaO rooms, 
polished red oxide floors, its covered 
verandahs, and imprisoned smeBs. 'nte 
premature death of a father was com* 
pensated by the joint family set-up and 
the essential loneliness of an uiutpnative 
child was both accentuated and allevi* 
ated by an aHectionate grandmother who 
regaled him with the fotkules and 
legends of Bengal. The child's imaguu 
tion found its outlet in drawings—many 
of which he would sta^ away under his 
mattress to contemplate later. 

From this haphatard and lonely 
creativity Ganesh Pyne graduated imo 
the systematic training of the Govern¬ 
ment College ctf An ai^ Craft in Calcut¬ 
ta. In 1959 he was given a diploma in fine 
arts. I'oday Ganesh Pyne describes (his 
experience m "stepping out of his own 
world to encounter the art of the entire 
world.” This exposure, plus the disci¬ 
pline of training was a major landmark. 
Previously he had never had any stan¬ 
dards to emulate and all his creative 
efforts had produced chaos. Bui now he 
had all the great masters of the world 
before him to set the highest possible 
standards. 

Discoveries of personal preference 
came, enriching his mind and influencing 
his work. Rembrandt became a revela¬ 
tion. and smne of Pynt't paintings, wnh 
their dimly lit areas and sense erf gkxxn 
and mystery, are very reminiscent of 
that master of light and darkness. Paul 
Klee is another artist with whom Pyne is 
supposed to have affinities. And (tough 
he once said that he had a hard Cm 
appredacing Western art from the time 
of the post-Impressioms^ to Marc Cha¬ 
gall. a later encounter with Chain's 
pamtmgs did move him to rtoognition 
and wonder. But despite all these exam¬ 
ples. Ganesh Pyne does not feel he has 
reached tto dizsy heijdiU of greapiess. 
*'Of course one never reaches one's own 
standards. We are the mediocTe artists 
who provide the base for the great 
artists who tower over us.” 

The early years after college were 
hard and full of struggle. Fw ei^t years 
he floundered and was lost. The woild 
outside did not offer him i job and the 
inner world did not have (he cert^y of 
the artist who has found hit medium. It 
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IkJays Pyne, “In India 
there has ^ways been a 
supernatural expression 
of reality. In Egypt you 
can never e^|^a sense 
of matheii^^BCrder 


was only the coccoon of the Umily. of 
the famBiar house in the lictle alley that 
continued to provide support. The 
srtisi's ^Ifidence increased—and aB the 
success of the later years has not robbed 
him of that quabty. thus perhaps saving 
lum from complacence. 

The Sixties brou^ good timet and 
pnrfessional recognition. In 1963 be was 
elected a membv of the Society of 
Centeosporary Artists. By 1967 he had 
also worked out his chosen medium— 










*66.66% gm oceUcnt aitd 35.35% give good 
fCMltt wfth comjtoe d te i p p eaim ce of dandruff 
la all cam lod nearty cent per ccot nopptge of 
fall irf h a lf . nKcew «< with Keo’bpia Hair 
Vhalizer may be Med to be cntt per ceoL” 

ladian MedicaJ Gazette 118,223 (1984) 


to pre?eDt hair loss 

Day’s Medical. Care you can trxiM. 


1 was impressed 
when my doaor said 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer 
really stops hairless. 


“My doaor told me Keo-Kaipin Hair 
Vitalizer* is a unique scientific fixmula based 
on ewensive research. He also told me it 
provides ail the essential proteins, co-enzymej 
and vitamins for strengthening hair roots. 

All I know is that it has certainly stopped nr 
hair from falling and checked dandruff.” 


Butlwas convinced 
whenlusedit." 




tempera—after \ong and arduous experi¬ 
mentation. And his works bi*i^ to seH. 
Tt)i‘ Pyne pattern of paintme—on $>mall 
canvuaes ($latw;Urd siae held 

close to his body—became sv’nonvmous 
with excellence. Pyne does not hide the 
peculiar enjuyiitent he feeU in havuix 
close physMTal proximity to bs canvases, 
in bc'in^ able W take them on his Up to 
paint. All the supposed cbsadvaniaites of 
a small canvas—toiiied arm movonent. 
the need tor miKcufousness m detail, 
ciireful planning—ha\'e onip been chal* 
lenires hr lus met vnlh slvle. 

In the Seventies and Eiehbes (ianesh 
) dyne's reputatmn increased even more. 
Numerous awards, indudmii tlic Shir* 
oniaiii Murashkai. the Sanih'et ShyamaU 
Award (tfven ir) an Indian for the first 
time), the Hhuwalka Award and mamr 
more have ht;en collected akmi; the way. 
ICxhibitHmii abroad have taken ^*e ** 
the 1970 I'ans [iiennale. and other 
shiiwrm t^K. Woxt Gvrniany and Japan. 
Hut Cianvsh i*yw newr been temp* 
led to SCI iwt <iut»idc (his country 
When he is not paintms he is content 
with his re.'idinit. hjs weekly ^hs wuh 
fnend» m Uasanta Cabin or the C(4lexe 
Street Coffee Houst* and of course, his 
i^entle interactKHt with bs familv. As for 
tlw world, he will meet twith perfect 
courtesy of criurse) <»nly those vAo will 
take the trouble of neKoiiatinK the heat 
and dust of his iindisiinifuishcd Cakiitia 
bylane. 1'he rest he can do without. 
/Woflance or reclusiveness ^ 

W hatever it is. when you do fmaOy 
get a chance to talk to (ianesh 

Th*A0«rvfs,lM1 * 


science fictHin. not carins if ih(» admis 

tantasv 


J\ne. he shows Nrasetf to be a delighilul 
exponent of the gentle art of conversa* 
iKXi llespite bs lack of extensive formal 
educatHin. he is a very ktente man. 
'fhere are many references to hooks he 
has read—"You must have read Kan* 
dinsky’s Heminisiences. Remember 
how he talks about the way he res* 
fttcred ciiknir. kirm and sineS?" He will 
happily confess to a preddection for gcvid 


sKm macks him further as a 
maker." 

Or he will depict the dualilv of Ins 
inner worid-^ht* "individual path I have 
chosen and the commonality of art I 
share with every otiwr iirthit." Hv 
disi'fiurses on the various ariislK* ir>idi* 
tions of tlw world. "In India there lias 
always been a supernatural expression 
of reaWy. In Eifypt you can never 
escape a sense of inner nvithematioil 
order. 1'he West has a great advant^c. 
(he cimttnvity of the Ifellemc tr.xftiion. 
We tfi Jndia fuve become very detached 
from our tradition. TIul makes ti doubly 
hard for tb* modem Indian artist. He is 
stil a begmner” fianesh I’yne gives 
credit to the Bengal School for "teaching 
us to tbnk indepefKiently. But it is 
important to assimilate the past ui order 
to deal with the present and the future*." 

And though he* lias protested so miK'h 
ngainst bemg labeled, be himsi.*lf divtcbrs 
artists into several catecories. Himself 
he woukJ describe as an ideaLsi. Such 
artists, he says/ are alivaysnotivated by 
a desire for eternal wisdom, I'hey liKik 
at form and nature, and then rx'cruate 

K$calUed version on their canvas." I'his 
idealism b what converts myth 
into reality. 

And there we are—hack again to 
myth, legend, fantasy and fairy-tale. 
Looking at paintings hke Evi! Converse* 
tioo (where a woman converses with a 
figure with the body of a bird and the 


i T T hen 

you do finally 
get a chance 
to talk to 
Ganesh Pyne, 

; he shows 
i himself to be a 
^ deli^tful 
exponent of 
; the gentle art 
I of 

^1 conversation 





face of i man J ur 7 he Encounter (where 
a woman faces an animal) or even The 
I^iwher (where tfie pws <>f horror hirit 
behind a w<anan pouring water oMo a 
river)—one has to admh the presence of 
non-Hteral fantasy. Hut t^ anxiety, 
terror and dread evoked by such palm* 
mKs are only loo real aspects of today's 
work!. 

Ganesh lejtendary or Mk 

heritajfe does not necessarily find ex* 
pression in horror or blcalmess. In 
HJvishan he shows a woman doatioK 
downriver in a boat. l*he sux/rwr on her 
head and the fruitful iniaKc of ftretn 
coconuts could be auguries for a 
romantic union with her husband. Hut to 
any Bengali this suggests the sad 


exceptions. His 1982 pamting. Hetics exterior to the world, but all the 
was not motivated by any fairy-tale or time there is a storm within. Just think of 
legend. It was the ci^ession of deeply an artist like Van Gogh, how be must 
felt gnef and desolation after the death have suffered over each painting. Ihe 
o( his elder brother m 1980. And the only way to survive this excruciating 
1979 painting. Asseasin could wel be a agcny is to fafl back on the discipline you 
comrrtemary on today's uf vio- have acquired over the years.” 
lence and death, much the same way as He sighs over the fi^y of the world— 
hcasso’s Guernica w'as an mdicicrMmi of particularly the cniddleclass Bengali 

world—in persisting in the preconcep* 
lion of artists as a scIMndulj^ni, bohe* 
rruan lot. "It is so hard for soineorte to 
devlare he wants to be an artist. Paini* 
ing. Ns famtfy will say. is not proper 
w(^ like going to (he odfce everday 
and earning a salarv. Nobody under* 
stands whal gruelhng work it entails, and 
what self'disc iphne. ” At the same time 
he deplores the current trend of com- 
merd^sation in an. and the distrust or 
competitiveness that it breeds anuing 
aitJsts. Nonetheless, it has not stopped 
Ganesh I'yne from selling his paiiuings 
at exorNtant prKes to tl^ highe'^i bid* 
der—who often happens to a wor* 
shipper not of any muse but Mammonl 

but then, the artist must live, and 
India IS no welfare state. So one need 
not begrudge Hyne his material success 
as long as he docs nut lose the "integrity 
and sense of continuity” that M.K 
Husain says be has. At (me time a 
recurrent image in bx paintings was that 
of Sn Chaitanya, that medieval figure 
who sought ecstasy from religion and 
made a lover out of divinity. For Ganesh 
Pyne, Sn Chailanya was the ultimate 
symbol of the searcher after truth, 
knowledge, certainty or love. And the 
artist himself would say that his own 
search is not over. 

To the observer, watching Ganesh 
Pyne in Ns unpretentious habitat, it does 
not seem that so br the search has led 
him to lose Ns gnsp of reality. True, 
one can momentarily have sany visions 
of Ganesh Pyne standing before the old 
spotted mirror on the wall of Ns sitting 
roexn. muttering incantations. "Mirror, 
miitor on the waO " But aS that the 
glass reflects consists oeAy of walls and 
iranimalistic furniture inside, and a solit* 
ary tree outside with a pile of moss- 
grown bricks he^d around its trunk, 
lordly the trappings of a magical uni* 
verse. Or are diey? 

Kealisadon dawns that the one charac* 
ter out of Ganesh Pyne's "painterly 
universe" who resem^s him most is 
the melancholy figure in the 1967 pamt* 
ing, TTie Crown. He looks out of his 
windows on to the world and the crown 
on his head seems aknost too heavy to 
bear. Perhaps it is the aown of know* 
ledge—inescapable, burdensome, en* 
gendering soktude, silence and sorrow. 


F antasy or reakty, one thing is always 
present m the works of this seb* 
contained. self*sufficient artist. An im> 
pec^^ discipitne of thought, emotion 
and imaginatiun. Pyne admits it himself. 
"Every tm you start a painting you 
suffer from tremendous anxiety. You 


TbePa)isnFfuit.lM4 

bugf in the popidar medieval legend 
about Hehula whose husband dies from 
snakebite ort their weddiig ni^l. and 
then floats downstream in a raft 
with Ns dead body in her lap. to appease 
a vengeful gooddess. 

1'hat is why Ganesh Pyne never 
htilhers to deny Ns beritHge. ‘T>ie 
colour, the content the form of my 
pictures arc all grounded in the reabiy of 
secular Heiiga). My pamtirgs are cen¬ 
tred around ii story. lYiis is something 
itvii an ani»l like Nirad Mapimdar cuukl 
never accept. Nni const ructKxi was 
everything. Hut I don't agree.” 

Of course, there an* always the 


wonder if you ran matd) your own 
standards and go father. You work so 
hard for so lorig—but you never know 
until the very end You have to ra^sent a 


antasy or reality* 
one thing is always 
present in the works of 
Ganesh Pyne. An 
impeccable discipline of 
thought and emotion 

counef^v%unv 






An inevitable denouement 


Mizoram is predictably 
placed under President's 
Rule. But to the 
dissatisfaction of both its 
major political players 


linite t'Ttd u itniy seuiKij 
.IK il ihe ine vitable KmJ 
happem-rt. There were 
cmiugh hmt$ thiet the 
CeriircS rcspimM.* U» tht- 
iD-diiv V>n(! vrius 

m the state wmikl be 
ITesidenl K Kute. And un 7 Sepleinher. 
the decision wsk annoumed in the 
tr«inK|urviu diKKiiii^facium nf rioKi of the 

Htaitf'S polltK'UilK. 

'Hx; cnsia in iht* state bcRSi) when 
eiitht front rankmit lesi&laiorK of ilw 
rulittc Miz<» Naietmil I* runt (MNI*') de* 
lccte<l to reduce the* ciKhteen Tnonth old 
Lafdenw fixoistry to a minoniv. Tbc' 
ettfht lomH'd a new party, ihc Miro 
Nationn) Krtwi fDenKKT.itKt. Later, tlv 
>>rrakawiiy tcjpslatorK and ttw Cociktcss 
(IJ, led by tVadesh Con^iress preskicni 
and lomier chief rrmisier LaltIunhawLi. 
tonned the United LeKislaluie Party 
(ULP) and slaked a claim for ffovem* 

ment. 

*lhe only ininRuin^ aspeev to the 
poUticnl drama was the manner in which 
the slate Govemur HUeswar Stuku 
recommended that the Assembly be 
dissolved. He did not bother to wait for 
the Assembly Speaker], 'rhanj^uanu to 
formally decide whether 11% eight MI.As 
aUracted disqualihcalion under the Anie 
Defection Aci. (The Speaker had 
already sent the MLAs shomausents 
tices demanding why they ^mkJ not 
dtsqualifwd.) The decision led to 
critkHsm ihat the Ck>vemor wa> keen on 
preventing the government friim re- 
matning in power. Laldenga had called 
for a trial of $tren 0 h on tlie floor oi the 
House. It was a test that the he 
expected to win 0 ven that the dissdlmi 
legislators wuuld have certainly been 
rlisqualilied ondei the lerms of the 
Anti-Defection Act, His party then 
would have still held the mojonty. 

Lahhanhawla came to know of the 
Centre’s decision only on the same day 
(TSntember). Saikia’s recommendation 
ihec President’s Rule he imposed came 


when he fLdlhanlbawla) was in iMhi 
nktng with itevun -n viait under¬ 

taken to comirhY the party high s'oin- 
nbHid 4 if I he legnoTMi y of hn. claen. ’Ilie 
viYV next day the Centre .lai pled Iht* 
m'tiinnK*ndate]n> and all llwl a vre^Ual- 
k-n lahhanhawla niuU mnnaiie wa* a 
wan smile arid the remark that ihe 
rtetisk>n waK “unfurtunatc". 

, Il is widely lielie>v<l that ihe dashing 

I and debiKuir former CM dal mM play hi> 
cards weH. His hnks with MNK dissi¬ 
dents were forged akm h carher and hy 
the third week of August had already 
tiecn ronsohdaied. Aiaawl s pubHeal ^ir- 
Kvn* were aireadv buariAg with girssip ig 










towards the quesiton (>f loppbng Udden* 
g. 1 . tiilially though. New Delhi appeared 
warm to Lillhanhawta's move and even 
invited him Uv talks /usi before liie MNK 
legisbiiors switched sides. Hut iaier, the 
Centre deveinped cold fed and Ka^v 
tvandht himself was leluciunl to aniago- 
nise Laldenga, spix uiDy iKauuse of Ins 
unflmchmg support to (he Mizoram 
arct^d. Anyway, as far ns New lielhi 
was coisvmed (1% rhneher ranie when 
file isinh-i^astcrii slates’ Congress (I) 
eiNtrdinalion conmnitee oppt/sed the 
idea of a CiMtgresf(l) led coalition in 
Mtfurum on 5 September. 

As for Loldengn. his puhlK' reaction to 


LMtiifllwwlA (rIpM) with GhuMwi NM Acad. 
<1 Aaat) Laldan9a: unh ^ py 

an imminent desertion and l.althanhawla 
wuuM lave done weS to wart tsH the 
number of (hssidents had swelled. At 
leasi two ministefs were toying with the 
idea of deserting the MNF when the 
eight made thetr move. Said a pokbcat 
observer: "Lallhanhawla was m too 
much of a hurry to tofiple Laldengi. ’ 
Mc^euver. Lalthanhiwla may have 
misjudged high command’s aiiitude 
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Saikia $ decision was moderate although 
he was pnvately very sore about n. The 
strongest word he used about the deci¬ 
sion was 'undomocnitic". it is possible 
that he did not adopt a harder line 
because of the ennskierabie dissidence 
within his party. 

All in all. it appears that ihe political 
events in the state over the last fortnight 
were mainly the ccxisequence of ego 
clashes between two old political foes— 
Laldenga and Lalthanhawla. And it^is a 
rivalry that pi\»nises l<> (um even more 
bitter when the state goes to the polls 
next. Laldenga will try to gam electoral 
advantage ^ making out that IVesi- 
dent’s Rule was nothing but an assault 
on the collective pride of the Misoa. 
fvfforts are already on to project him as a 
victim of the Centre’s mKhinttkmt. 
AMmi Otmth'Miuml 





BhagwatJhaAzad finds 
Himself in the Hot seal after a 
gaffe over the recent 
earthquake toll 

It was a tr«mor that 
shotik nut just concrete 
stnictures all over Hihar 
but nearly succeeded in 
toppiihR chief minister 
Blugwat Jha Asad. WMe 
the earthquake struck at 
4.44) am on 21 August, in Patna’s 
cnrndors of power the tremor was felt 
the next day. Jt was when Ks}iv Gandhi 
reached the state capital and was on Ns 
way to the quake*hii areas that jha made 
the nnstake that neaHy coat him his 
job. He toid the Prime Mimater that the 

newspapers had ex.ijCgeratcd the extent 
ol dama^ Utat the earthquake had 
wTOUj^t Taking Ns cue from Axad. 
Najiv Oandhi announced to newspersons 
at Patna ainxirt that the damage was not 
as extensive as the newspaper reports 
had made it out to be. 

But as soon as the PM had uttered the 
words, veteran CongressO) members 
hke Site ram Kesri. Tariq Anwar. L.P. 
Shahi and Jagannath Mishra reabsed that 
such a claim could bKkiire on the ruling 

nai^v ind tonli OindM vMHIne f quake hSeri 


ctxnplaints, he was forced to uy atten* 
Oopoii- ^ Bihar Pradesh Committee 

torturiiy Anwar resigned from the 

he Coo- vice<hairTnantit9 of the Twenty Point 
Programme [mplernentation Commit* 
i victm Prime Minister had a talk with 

tef onfv Anwar and directed Aaad to cooperate 
ho until BPCCd) chief. But soon after, 

a tough Aiad was back in the news: tNs time it 
rive out ^ failure to prevent the massacre 
I of Harijans in Jehanabad that singled him 

I sts r tf * critkiain. As Azad’s stock fell in 

Cl putsch ^ Assembly Speaker, Shiv 

thoe for Chander Jha, chose tNs lime to leach his 
^ Azad. a le»i«on. 

aneous. The Prime Minister sent for Shiv 
Rate for Chander JJia and on 2i) August. Iu»d <i talk 
to have with him about ihe political develop* 
only did ments in the state TNs was enou^ 
4efr« of tndkaiHin for Azad's supponers that the 
lied her cNef memster’s stock had liken a nose* 
iKi Az »0 (left) wnti s^h' cnandtr Jha; OissWanM returns 


dive. Thoufd) they are putting up a bmve 
face and insistir^ that a change in the 
state's leadership is not f>n tlie cards, 
Jha’s suppuriers allege that during Rajiv 
GasxlN 6 interview with Jha, he h^ 
wanted to know who could be an effec* 
live altemahve to Bhagwat Jha Azad. 

Meanwhile, the chief minister also 
met Rajiv GandN while he was in DeIN 
lo attend a pany seminar and workshop 
between 3 and 7 September. But Azad’s 
sigTporters dakn d\at the Prime Minister 
had orify inquired about the progress of 
various devetopmental prefects at the 
state. Accevding to refaabie sources, 
however. Azad wn pulled up for the 
haphazard and inadequate relief mea* 
sures provided by the government lo 
earthquake victims. Whatever the truth, 
Azad will have to watch Ns step and 
make sure that he does not rub any 
more Congress MPs and MLAi the 
wrong way. 

KelN MdwMeiv PaM 
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Words of disharmony 


Riots break out between 
Bohras and Sunnis in 
Bombay 's Bhendi Bazar 
after a controversial speech 
by the Syedna 

He is India’s very own 
Ayotillah Khomeini. 
Syedna Mohammed 
Hurhanuddin, (he head 
priest of the Btjhra cum* 
munity, a sub* sect of Shia 
Muslims, has so iu been 
terrorisinK members of his own com* 
munity with his cdicis. But recently 
durinB the CKirse of his Muharram 
disc<iursc on 22 in Bombay's 

Hhvndi Ba 2 ar» he managed to rub the 
Sunni Muslims the wnmB way by abtis* 
inB their rolijp<ius leader?^ inclu<in8 the 
lxiliei«l uf (Jk* h<dy. Caliph Kasliedin and 
Ayeaha, the wife of I'rophet 
Mohammed. 

llte Syedna disregarded the video 
ciimeraH wheh recorded hia speech and 
the itwispeakers th;*i made* sure that his 
every word reiHhed the ears uf his 
followers. But very sckxi the Syediu's 
Mcainialous nronouiwements had also 
reached ihi* car^ of Sunni Muslims. 'Phe 
speech was prominently reported by the 

Urdu eveninBer Wndyntap and predin* 

ably enouich. it riHised the ire the 
Sunni Muslims. Their leaders, like Hap 
MaMan, YuHuf I'aief, Ahmed /akana. 
Bukhan and Alauddin Siddiqui of the 
militant oiffanisation Taiueem Allah'O* 
Akhur, held h meeiiiiK at Sabhu Siddiqw 
I'ulylechnic Hall to condemn lh« Syedna 
who was ipven the de«idline of 1 Septem* 
ber to render an apoloKy* 

Bui far from apok>tfsine. the Syedna 
called his foliowers at the Salfev Masjid 
on 2 September where he iuslified his 
speech by saying that he had made the 
same pronouncements in Bgypt and 
Pakistan last year. That was not all. To 
show his contempt for the Sunnis’ de¬ 
mand for an apology, he asked bn 
folbwers to do maatam (the act uf breast 
beating). As It was a Pnday. and 
prayeT'Qme for the Sunnis, the maatam 
was bound to disturb them. 

And the inevitable hap^t^ned. Kiots 
broke out between the Sunnis and the 
Bohras and bullies, iron bars aitd mis* 
silea were hurled at each other by both 
xidei. Large contingents of policemen 
streamed into the area*to bring the 


situatkm under control, but the damage 
had already been done, Whde Iwu per* 
suns lay dead and hundreds injured vrith 
incakuiable damage done to properly, 
the Mushm psyche too had taken a 
severe battering. : 





• i 


• Another theory has it that the 
Syedna's speech had more to do with his 
increasing pi^ilical ebut, He is already 
knfiwn to be dose to the former chief 
minister Vasanidada f'atil. And Paid may 
have deliberately' used the Syedna to 
embarrass chief minister Sharad I'awar. 
Why else did f’atil uverlonk the fact ihal 
aB pobirians in Maharashtra had decided 
to boyciiti the Syedna’s functkms follow* 
inga plea by reformist Bohras in protest 
against the head prieftl's eaiortionist 
policies? So. eventually, only I'atil went 
fur the celebrations to which many 
pigiiicians were Invited by the Syedna. 
'(’he Huhrs leader also snubbed Sharad 
Pa war by turning down the chief minis* 
U*r’b rcqui'si to sign the aprgogy letter. 

• Besides, the Syedna in also known 
to have bnks with the Shiv Sena, a fact 
whH'h does not cixno as a surprise. It is 



ApeMeaim Htm inVmak vi hoH« pnendt 9u«r: (insei) Syedna; trouble ever a tpooen 


The Syedna's unwillingne^^ to apob- 
gi^e foe his mfbmmalory staiemeiils 
omtinues to rankle. But what instigated 
the Syedna to suddenly vent his Icebngs 
about the Sunni^’ rekgious leaders still 
remains a mvstery. However, there arc 
many the«ies that are being eirculaied: 

• ft is claimed by many that the 
Syedna who owns vast pn^rties m 
H^bav is keen un turning the Khendi 
Bazar area—where many l^ihras reside 
and where Ns father’s Rs 4..S emre 
mauaoletim stands—into some sort U a 
'gardes paradise’. And by mOarmng pas* 
sions« he may have felt that the Bohras, 
who are a minority m the area, would Iw 
forced to flee to other parts of the city 
leaving hen free to go ahead wiih hts 
grand plana. 


well-known that during the mayoral 
clectHms. the SNv Serta's i’andidate, t)r 
Ramesh l^bhoo. Iiad cKnched the si'at 
with the help of llie three Muslim 
U'ague votes obtained ihrough the 
League's e«>uiK'ilk>r Ifiauddiii Motorwala, 
wNiis the Syedna’s rijdit liand man. ’I'he 
Shiv Sena supremu. Bal Thackemy. loo 
has an axe to grind with I’awar and it is 
more than apparent that all three—Pat A. 
'Ilwckeray and the Syedna—have de* 
cided to make trouble for I’awar. 

So Pawar has a formidable ta^: that 
of containing |*atd and 'I’hackeray who 
wg| oo doubt have the benefit of the 
Syedna’s vast financial resources now 
that they have formed an alliance. Will 
he be iNe to Nee the challenge? 

Qlfa TbW^aem h iy 






Bommars balancing act 


Kigr^ 


S.li. liommai has a tou}ih 
ia^k ahead a.s he yrappfes 
wilh dissidence, an inert 
administration and a 
financial crisis 

Kor SMna|iprt NHv:jppa 
ht>mtn,<i, iho ^ms just 
htm'd with an 
adiniiiisl r;«l»vf jml a rin;in 
i iHl im'ssin ihu sl.ite. tir 

I'hifl i»irn^t(*i ;inO Im> 
CahtrK't wtll ah*/ 
h;ivc lo cuiUcnrl with kjasLiUK’'' 
(iuriiiK ri shi>rt M'sswn tIr l.rjO^kitnv 
Aiisiunbly which will i(invi.fH< im A 
Ui luM. (iunmiiii i$ alrcMly timrinc tht* 
stale tu lest ihe rraiivnis of (lartv 
workers and Rauite tht* suri of rm |>lHin 
Ihni Iw wi4 Kt’i when I lx* lu day Asmrfn 



' S.R. BQnwp«i:Mllh«pl«yM<«? 

[ Uy session bejons. A>< it is. he will have 
I lis hHnds full i I nvinj^ m)w nl<*d h hi iv«*rii- 
mem with an inert adnaiisiniiHin iinO 
severe cash flow probk^ms hi* will nut 
just hHV(* to play fiill-lRiw duel «*xet'uli>e 
but parly (niul4eslv«>trr Ii»u. ItesHles. 
the state unit uf tk' Jatui.i l^lr1y is on 
Ihe ver^' of a collapse as ehrom' 
I fai’tjotiabsni has aln*udy mppled i(. 

Will be be a We to nverrome ihe 
hurdte*? ‘IVait and set*. ' says Brannwi 
assurinjdy* Kor a start. thi* now chief 
minister has manajfed to wm over ihe 
suppun of H.D. Deve Gowda, whu is 
now the Na.2 in the Cabinet. I)ev*e 
Gowda who has jtot back his old portfolio 
of iniRation and public works, has aho 
publicly declared (hat he is prepared to 
Ko to any extent to save the Bunvnai 


j9>iemnK‘ni. boniniai has also manajted 
t«i keep fresh dis^Kkfice in the stale 
Jartiia under wraps by poslpcminp the 
hwinalion tif the full ojund of niUMSlers. 

Hut Kianmai has been helped by 
1 ir«*unisiaix’i*s. Ihssident elements m 
liw pstfty will pbv their cards ckise to 
Ilk* ihi'Si uMil the* naiirnal OppieutKHi 
c*)nijjlt* 1 es the leiMy shuffle. Mreeiivcr. 
wlwt with ruiiKHjrs at lurmer rhief 
nunister (iundu Kan's return to ibe 
Ciaiftresstl) dnmK the rounds and (he 
renri^arasaliiai of iIh* Kradesh Cunnw* 
Nv on ihe cards, the Male ConjtreAsili 
is hiip<‘k*ssJv4 leifuM'd to lake any advan* 
lajn* lit the siliuiion. Kven Kommai^ 
inp In Mun besler. lo attend Ihe Kamy 
di SamOH'bn diiriiih! tlw last week nt 
AuicuKt. hi*lped lo lake Ihe heat off ihi* 
resijinatmn drama of Naninkrishna 
MeKile. 

(hi tk* pokkal front. Jktnmyi wiH be 
cauidil m a fiei iv battle kM ixmlrnl of the 
parly nuchmery. With Kamaknxbna 
Hej^ s aide and siaunrh supporter. Dr 
Jeevaraj Alva on om* side and Deve 
(iiiwda lanip foMower Siddanmauh on 
Ilk* other. fiKhtoiK fur ihe party presi- 
(k'lUskp. a compromise seems remote. 

*IV' ikaiimai ieov'emmi*ni has also to , 
(S«)e with Ik* contrirvcrsial decisions of' 
tk* Hej^k’ (jovefivneni regardinp the ' 
re^nnsatKin of revenue land thal wiD 
affeil Ihousandx of 1 laht fanners urban 
bud alotinuntb fur hnusnx schemes: the 
nhnoxHius capitation fee; caste and cum* 
muiiHy*haseO medical and enfpneeruip 
colk'fiSes, and excise polk y. Althosijfh 
Ifomnvn laOis of ei'onomy measures m 
reviewinir the need fur the state’s in* 
muneraWe hoards and corporations and 
m fixmK a linui Jur expenditure 'xi 
povemment vehicle use. the state is 
fai’od with a senous financial crisis which 
rs bound to re&idt m a massive cut in the 
annuAl plan Itommai maintains that he is 
keen in retain the sae of the budftet at 
Ks INK) cTores. but offiriab admr that 
there is taft: of a .Tt per cent reduction 

Kactfut a harrsKe of questHUb on the 
ense^ in the administration at a meet* 
the-press prufETdmnK* on R Auypjst Bom- 
inai rvtahaled. '‘You (the press) nes’er 
posed these Questions to Kamakrishna 
ffefde. Not in these five years. ” Bom* 
mai WiD unduubtedty be at a disadvan* 
tajte as he bdis (he jdibness and charts* 
ma uf his predecessor. But Boenmai has 
so Iv emerged as a daef mnster who 
wil play sab. And k is hardly W^ely that 
he wil make a departure from (he 
KamaknshM Hegde*s(yk; of functioning. 



ShaWlm RMiiMn(eanrr«)wnh tiudMii: 
cfUMtfMp teaMM e^frvptten 

Campus 

capers 

sSix vicc<hancelhrs are 
sacked.raishig a stffrm in the 
state's academic cvr(7(*,v 


Subtlety lus never been a 
virtue of politiciiuiK in 
Bihar. Kut when i 1 hkjw’i 
to flexinij pulilK’Kl inipi* 
cits, il ]s (loverncir (]ov* 
md Nurain Siiijil) who 
beats tk utkrs hollow. 
Not only did the chancelloi of the Lalil 
Saraiii Millula Uuivei»]ty >nrk Ik in* 
stiliit Bin’s upright vicc*chjinccllor, Prof, 
Shakilur Kahman ostensibly fur fnding to 
attend the vice*chancellurs' meeting tliat 
the Govemur had called-bul also went 
ahead and fired four utber vice* 
chancellors for their ivhisul to toe the 
hne. 

Shakilur Kaknan was the first to go. 
TTie celebrated academxinn. whose no* 
nonsense approach had earned him 
the wrath of educntNVi minister, Nagen* 
der Jha. was asked along with other 
vice chancellors to give in their resigns* 
tkms by the (iovenxe at d rneeiiiig in 
Bhavan in early August. When 
R;)hnun find Kani 1 ixval Munda of the 
Ranchi University refused to oNige the 
Governor and pointed out thal they had 
completed only eudit mctfiths and a year 
respectively of their three-year tenure, 
they were summarily sacked. Then the 
othere-S.N. Das of Patna University. 
Ubta Sinha of Bihar University. Manga! 
Dubey of Magadh University and 


IUM*V im 


t 








Brihmachari Surender Kumar 
Kameshwar Sanskrie Univer^y-were 
shown (he door. 

Not orw to take his sack order lyuig 
down. Rahman hit back by ZaunchinK a 
cnjsade against the 'rampant corrup¬ 
tion, nepotism and caateism" that exists 
in acad^c circles in Bihar. And soon he 
discovered that there were many stu¬ 
dents and teachers who were willing to 
join him in his endeavour to “change Che 
academic atmosphere". Prot. Kahman 
i>rKanised meetings and declared. "I was 
ousted because I had started exposing 
the black deeds of the education minis* 
ter, Mr Jha." 


Rage of the Brahmaputra 


Floods are an annual 
phenomenon in the state hut 
this time Cuwahali and 
Dihrugarh h)o have been 
affected 


duKtiial >iub, (ht»nigarJi. wcri' afi(*oti>d 
by the fkiod^. TitJ ikiw tKilli plnct'K iiorr 
always ilxHiKhi to bt* islands <il s.dt'tv 
ewii when tlw* rest of the st«i(e wuk 
> uliMk'rKed under 


And recently, hu was e^'en invited by 
the Patna Unhcrsiiy « Chaltra Sahha to 
speak at a symposium on “corruption in 
education". But when the students 
turned up at the Science College haO on 
'M August, tiwy were gr<x>ied by a 
pusse of policemen who stotxl guard al 
the ku'ked gules. The Chaltra Sabha 
president. Vpender Prasad, later inM 
Si 'nj lAv that on IKi .August ilie university 
registrar had iiifunnt^ the principal of 
the SueiK'C' College of the decision Xi/ 
cancel the rcsc^rvaiinn of the lialf which 
Mudents had booked way back on 19 
August. 

MoweviT. that did not deter Pnrf. 
Ktifiman from castigating the govern* 
meni. Hv broke tlirough the puhcc 
cordon and standing un a rickshaw, hr 
exhorted the galhered studeMs. wbr> 
numbered nearly ll.tXK), m light against 
corruption. “J wani to make you good 
ciuaeni so that Bihar can be saved Irm 
backwardness and India could emerge as 
t strong and disciplined Aalion, " he told 
them. 

Now, the government will fmd it more 
difticuit to iifecU of the image that it 
has created for iuelf: that of a corrupt 
regime. The reason for the vice* 
chancellors' removal still remains a mya- 
te^. Though the powers*ihat*be h^e 
tried to juatify their action by claiming 
that the ^xe•ch3ncellcl^ were sacked 
for their incompetence to streamlme ll« 
fmanciaj and eduratmal aotivities of the 
universities, few believe this argument. 

Ii is weQ-known that Prof. Rahman 
had been working towards eradicating 
corruption from acaden^ circles. In 
fact, most dcademidans have begun to 
feel bitter and say that the government 
no longer needs an excuse to sack 
vice'chancellors as theii' appointments 
have bec(xne a purely politi^ afialr. As 
one senior professor cynic^y, "The 
v)ce*chaTKeUor8 should resign as soon as 
there is a change in the ministry as 
every government would tike to obige 
its own men." 

PilBMi AhmMPMw 


1V nxmsoun two 
more inuntN to gu in 
but It lias ahvady 
wrought ciKHigh (U^vlgt^ 
In I9HM aktfw. As>>ani Ins 
been inundated four 
lanes, and eai'h mic«%*s- 
sive fkxid has left a kmger trail of 
devasiaiHinihsnHspredei'esMir Ihinng 
the fourth wave id huods m end-August, 
all but orx^ sA ihe 18 disimif of ihi* slate 
were deluged Over Tfi p»'f««s wvu* 
kiBed and amuher s» milthm dispbied. 
while the damage that was Ame m tlie 
shape of livesiiHic that perished, ensn 
that were destroyed and dwvlhngs ilm 
were swept auray. brought hfe m AsNini 
more or less to a siandsiiB. A nx'ord 
number of ISOII rcbef cwrips wer<» 
opened during this wave itself. 

hlcxids beiw an “annual 
phenomenon" m Assam, 
these statistvs dolpd nut* 
by the adiiiimstration, 
would have been fnrgul* 
ten but for a surpnse 
turn. Kor the first lane ai 
decades the two premier 
cities of the ourih-easl. 

Assam's c^atal. 

(iuwahati. and rts in* 


Hui the deluge of Wiisfu*d awjiv 
this food tx.'bi’l orv’i' aiul for rill, Ikbrii* 
gnrli Ipr^ilalktr l.ii'i l.ikhsi w'.*)s (he 
first to |>iil ou( diiMgd sum<ils .iboiit Ihe 
impeiiilmg disjsier. I hhmg.itli. I>eiiig ;i 
low Ivuig (own. nod resiuig uboul six 
ItH’l bc*hiw Ihe ooniuiJ k‘vel of Ihe 
liraliiaipuir;i whK'h ivirluilh emirries ii 
for .1 dihUixe ol about si\ koi. is a 
IMgenlul laigil loi flotsls. Ihhiogarh's 
onli iiogiHtNin IS a 1 ^-Io<m high. 
long ('.*>11 hen dvke 


llw llr;ihiiviputr.>. wiiM li lud been 
niuog snH’<* T'i Aiigiisi, riMeheil an .'ll! 
time high of letH, M'hu'li is vi\ fei«t 
abov(* ih(* dungei iiuirk ol k-et. 
wnhm 2\ iHwrs. li tlw dyke gave way, 
(Im* esHire Kiwn was in daiiuer oi Iving 
engulfed by llie waters. ‘I'lw I own's 
people wati’lwd willi Ixiicd bieath as tlw 
nver rose e\en highei t<i :H8.8 feel hy 
the raghi of l^r> August. Aivillier two 
inches, aigl wairr voukl have gushed 
in from the dyke. 

'I his is wIk'O Ihe aimv 
swung into M Wn. Sum 
imned al n very Lile 
huur, the ;awanH goi 
cracking imnxKliaiely by 
lx>lsienng the dyke with 
mud and sand- 


Dwetllnaa •ubin»rQ«d after 
«ha recant daiuoa m Asaam: 
an armwal pftanomaoan 


9 





I>AKS brouijhi in fmm (he army hea(1(|(»r- 
ters at L}:iijan. MJ luii Hw<ty. I lie entire 
openiicm oT tayins Handhai^^ was 
curr^)Mcd wuhin six hixjrs. and Jiilini- 
garh WdH sf)mvhaw sav<'d, 

Koi an foriunalc (Juwaliali. 
where about four Ukh peopks itut t>f a 
total population of 11 lakhs, were hn hy 
the fkwids. 

Wliile (iuwahnti. by virtue *4 hi*in<' the 
capital of Assam, is likely lo re^xtvr thi> 
attenivm of ptmiu^rs and ndinimsirators. 
Tl is (Jouhlful itiHt tile r<*»l ol Ass;im. 
where doofis are a |ierennial phe* 
nfjiitenon. will benefit from their exper* 
tiac Kxpeilx aver that (he nuiKmiturii^ (4 
IIh* pri^ilent is exanpou tided by the* 
peculiar lopognpluul and ecohigH al tea 
lurea of the state. Kor one. the Krthnu* 
putra Valley la diapnjportHHUtely nar¬ 
row for tl nver oi its size. Kor another, 
the slope of the valley n much $tecp(*r 
Ilian required for a nver' (4 ihi> saze. 
Added lo these is the fwT that ntas.«tv(; 
siluiinn lias been constantlv raising the 
nver-bed and causing the Brahmaputra 
to break its banks. 

Nunetheless. some sbrvt and king 
term measures have been suggested by 
(lie Brahmaputra Board which was spe* 
cully created in 19M1 to tacile fkMid 
control in the Dorth*east TK* hoerd 
drew up n twihpan 'master plan' for the 
control of floods and hank erosion, llic 
Grsi part which deals only with the main 
Brahmaputra River was submitted lo the* 
Centre un HI December. 1986. and is 
presently being examined by Delhi and 
the concerned stale governments. 'Die 
second part wlm'li concerns the Barak 
Valley was given to the Centre only 
recently in May. 

'IBe iiiiiin hitch ts the exorbitant costs 
invulved in the exeicise. IBe Brahma- 
pufrn Board has estimated an outlay of 
Ks 650 crotes for short term measures 
for the Brahmaputra river alone TV 
statu is entirelv dependent on the Cen¬ 
tre. which has sam tinned unly Ks 70 
crures for flood control under the 
Seventh Blan. OAvials feel that ttus 
amount is hopelessly inadequate, he- 
cause almost an identical sum. i.e. 
66.90 crores, was allocated fur (htx 
purpose under the Sixth Flan whik* the 
problem itself is assuming unmanageable 
proportions. 

<riven this state o( affairs, it is clear 
that the administration would be helpless 
if tomorrow Assam were to be again 
threatened by atxgher wave of fkmds. It 
lus oiUy one choice right now: sumcnon* 
mg the army as the Dibnigarh expen- 
once has ^nved that nnly the army can 
effec tively cope with such a crisii. 
WadMa RamwelMn > 


Blacklisted! 


The f^os'ernmeni refuses visas \ 
to cricketers with 
South African (inks 

Hypocrisy is the name of 
ihie game. Last year K 
was thi* sub-ccmtinenl’s ; 
prestige that was at stake 
and Vna* the sporting 
pi^y of (be Inten suv- 
c*rTvncnt with regard u» ! 
South Africa was mcenentarilv furgotien ' 
as India and I’akistan gmwd ha^ to | 
stage the prestM 0 ou> World Cup toiima* 
mem. With the loumanient over, (he ' 
govemnent. it seems, lias decided to go 
back to Its fflorabstw stand on South 
Atnca and hence the armounccmviil that 
visa would be dvnrd to any cncketer 
with spurting links with (he fV^hidden 
Country. TMs has put the crKket tour of 
India by the Enpdand team m jeopardy as 
eight of its players have plH\l tlwir 
professional trade in South A^a. m- 
chxhng (irahani fiom h. Allan Lanib him! 
John Kmburey 

At least three* bciors s])urred the 
gi>vrmmmt lo its present det iskai. In | 
1981 when Keith Kletcher s team was : 
due i<i tour the country, the govcmmeni 
had fur the first tine ouikncd its princi¬ 
ple in this matter. Fhe team inchided 
Geoff Cook and tieuff Boycott—UKh 
with active playing contracts «i .South 
Africa that wmter. 

Wlten (h» was pointed «HJt to the Test | 
and County Cricket biord tTCCB). the | 
two players saved the tour by signing 
statements that (hey were <ipp(md to 
apanheid n prmci^ as wel. India 
relented and the tour was flagged off. 

OrWiam Geeeh; drtwi off ttM tims 


IronK'aNv. immediatelv after the tour 
Boycott was living to SprmgbokUnd with 
the first-ever 'rebel* team to lour that 
cutuiiry. 

1*he Indians stuck to their tifficial 
insistence initially (hat players with 
Suulh .African connertions w<»utd not be 
granted visas for the Reliance Cup in 
1987. When it found the ‘I'CCK uryield¬ 
ing and equally uisisteiu that it would iu)t 
pHriKipate if India asked for a change in 
Uie learn, (ndia’ii polK'y*rruk<*rs backpe* 
dalk*d. How attilcf they jeopardise the 
Refianre Cupr 

'Phe third point which has rankled 
India 1 $ tiK* TCCB seeking a clearance 
fiom fiooch '' South African mde, West¬ 
ern Hrovmce, In effect, it asked the 
Western INmirn-* if they would lie kind 
ciKHigh to release (riKK'h for the winter 
to he ahlv tu lead Riiglaiid to India! 

"Api>iillmg."said tht* chairman of the 
South Afni*a Nnn Racial OlvmjHc Com¬ 
mittee. Sam Kamaxamy. "I cannot im* 
Hgine that tlie KngJi^h Boani hud to seek 
the peimissKJi) of a ixk>-ICC niunber to 
name an KngUnd capiiiin. 'f'fiis i.« rxit 
only a prowHative act. but it seems they 
ore urtenl on a^-eking a confi'xitatKin 
witfi India, and I ho|)e fnrlia will give a 
fiefiiting reply.'* 

India lias. But whnt crv’kel t^iM't vers 
fe<*l ix dial if Fakisian, Sn lamko .iihI I he 
West Indies folkiw Iridki's policy lead tind 
art III A siniikir manner Ihi- next time 
Kngkind is scheduled to i<»ur tlxise 
countnos. it could lead to a veriH'al spin 
m the ICC. Consequenilv. Kiigland, 
Australia .ind New 7.e.iLind could group 
together on one side, if ihis 
schism forces Kngtand to play hall with 
Suulh Africa because I he 'conscumiious' 
*i'htrd World cxiunlncs won’t alkiw il (o 
(nur them, then the anti-apaithed lobby 
in New Delhi would be effcvltvelv check¬ 
mated. 

Mudar P a thtrya wHh (mitumi r*purts 






weiflhs almoM 6(J urffs snd was 
pfic^ in 1950 ai a staggemj; Ks 5 
aorea. 

The Morarv Otui p>vemment 
cleared the sale nt 65 items of the 
coBectioA afttfT declarlnK that they 
were not art treasures. The trust had 
then decided to auctioaD? of these 
but the Janata sovenmnt under 
Charan Sin^ prevented the move by 
withdrawifts the non-antiquity ceitifi- 
cate issued to the pieces. The ded* 
aup was daallensed in the Supreme 
Court by the tnjsteea and the 
Court is yet to pronounce a verdict. 

AccoctSnff to Prince Hashim Jah. 
an e^KTt comrmUee formed by the 
Conareasd) sovertaneet in 1960 cav 
tided Otat whtfe seven oat of the 37 
ccntruversaal pieces were art trea¬ 
sures. the rest were not 

Accordmg to PrsKess Fouii and 
her hiisbm Nasr^ Mirth Sup¬ 
reme Court did uphoU cenM- 
doQ that there wwe ody ei^ ba- 
u afl c otfle a in a iwdi g wid hi 19i0. 


Of princes and 
patrimony 


The Mizam's heirs .ufitahhfe 
over his prized collection <») 
jewels 

li IS it’puud til be one irf 
thr* iiKist kilnihiiiH 

iHins r4 jewels ^nywhert* 
in th<' wfrrtd. And Inst 
fortnikTlu. iIk* hJ? iiricv- 
less jHcecs tliiit litnivd 
|{\c vnlkrlioii thv biv 
Mir Osinan AIj Kb^n. dw List Nuiun of 
pniHvIy Hv(l<Tubiid. w»s nrxe Hjtain IIk* 
subject of a conirovcrsml rlisiiutv. On 2i> 
AuiTust. N;iWHb Niider All Miixn. Hk* 
iKJsbaiid of onv <if rliv Inte 
irrand'diiu Kilters, ftkd a rlefa iit.it ory mil 
against Prince flaAhiiu otM* of the 
Nixiim's iiiiiny wins, rlantunK Ks 25 likh% 
:i» (iaiiiHKi's MirzA. tlw* huiihiind of 
I’riiK'ess l*:itim.i Kouzui. ^ilk'Kcd thiii 
Kai^him Jah, M ilirev wms and thi* 


The disputed 
legacy 

T he 1U7 pieces of jewellery that 
are in the custody nf the Sem- 
reme Court were not collected by the 
bst Nizam. Mir Oacnan Ali Khan 
akne. Many of the pieces date back 
to the six Nizams who preceded him 
and together they form a rare and 
fabulnitt treasure. One example is 
sufficient to demonstrate how vi¬ 
able the collection is. Christopher 
Armstead, in his book PtVKtiy 
Pitgant, notes that the Indian gov¬ 
ernment wanted to sell the 107 
pieces in 1961. But the government 
changed its mmd since it feft that 
unless the collection was sold 
piecemeal, it would resuti in the 
collapse of the Jewellery mailset 
Part of tte c^betten is the famed 
lB2<arat Jacob disnond. The last 
Nizam is reported to have rejected an 
Oder of a miUtOf) pounds for k. 
preferring instead to use it as a 
paperweight. A necklace constating 
of 22 emeralds is another master¬ 
piece. Weighing 42f carata. the 
largest emerald in the 


HaahimusM an* of th* many clalmwHs 

sctTHaiy <»f (he Ni»uu*» irusi. Iiad 
defiunrd Mm ilirough tiK* “nhibcMnis 
siatnnent” that Ins wifv was «inly one of 
the iiuuivhi*nefk'i.*)riex«ifilk* iru^l whicb 
hobl5 rhi* K'wcl>. not n trustiv M rvK 
HnU iKii he iMtfiai Iwd no nidit io |h»*«4* 
an :i sfaikvsimn for ihi* tru^i. 

I%s is not I he Trst lime tli.'ii ihv 
ji'wi4> h;iv'e hei^n tht- subjiM iK ivm- 
trovifsv I hi* Supr«Hm* Court » vel lo 


decide wht-ther M>m(* of the pirceii may 
be sold abroad. 

The dispute over the jewels came (<> 
the forefront again wh<*n Muza said un 4 
.August that there were <*nly eiidil be- 
neficiarics uf the Nizam's Je wellery 
Tnisi. whx'h was csiablislK^d tii 1951 
the two sons of the'Nizam, the laic 
PnfK'e Azam Jah .iihI (he lute (’rince 
Nhaiz.^m Juh: his dougluer. the litie 
Printers Shez.idi Pasha; his siep* 
bonlwr. NawiibBusnIthJah Bahadur: his 
giandMins, I'nnces Mukarram Jah and 
Kluffaklum Jah; and Insurand'daugblers. 
IhiniX'ss Katinia Kmizi<i and I'rinc'ess 

Airii'iMM Marziii 

1 la shun Jah runt ends (luit there are 
more than h hundriHl beneficulies. At a 
press cimlerencc held on 7 August «l 
llyilerabud lo dispute Mirra's remarks, 
he N.iid: "f'ruu ess h'ouria is iHily one uf 


the numerous benetk iaiies of the trust. 
Moreover, Mirza cannot act as the 
trust's spokesman os hi* is not even u | 
benefii'iary." 'Hiis led lo the deftuivition 
soil A which Mirza ar^en that being 
manied Io a genuiiw heir, he is entAled 
ir> act im his wife’)* behalf. f!is wife, 
Katima Kouzia. said at a pres.s confer¬ 
ence on 27 August: 'Hashim Jah and 
others were only the sons nf the ble 
Nizam's cnncuhcnes and therefore can¬ 
not cUim the rijdit of inhentajice. The 
wiO only considered the children uf 
Queen (*uran Begum." 

Fouzia emphasised that it was ^he 
who fM a case in the Supreme Court 
contesting the Charan Singh guvem- 
ment's dKtakxi to prevent the sale 
abroad of 37 pieces of the collection. \( 
Che Supreme Court does decide to allow 
the uf the coUetlmn abroad, then 
U>e ccsttroversy over whether the be- 
nefidgriea number eight ur more Hum a 
hundred is certain to intensify and turn 
even more bluer, 
laigfiid^ c. 









BUSINESS 


tNDUSTRlAUST 


Mallya gallops away 

Has (he flashy United Breweries boss become a non-resident to escape 

harassment from the taxman? 


H f sfH'iU ycurs tiefvfldtfiit his fpnds 
ami f^ndinji <jff laxTHfn. 
AtkJ new. in a im»v«. ihe 
tlii^hy. race hiirse*lc>vinA litiiHir lycoun. 
Mallya, aher liavins suffered the 
K)f the Maid kaj. has decided to *Aee' 
t\w iiHjntrv. 1V miiustachiocd chair* 
man ul the United HrewerieH Gniup. 
whti spent a H (if time on race courses 
and hived iiwnmK furmula ncmRcars. n 
shiftinir resideiK'e to London to acquire 
non reskUnn »iaiu9**^rhaps the Arst 
leading: industrialiHt to do mi, Many in 


industry snared at Mallya as beins a 
"corporate upstart”, and true to his 
Hambayanl style, he quqiped about hii 
shifiinit to UirtduA. "It will be Krest to be 
in the company of mtenaoooal industry 
leaders.’* 


asked what prompted him to shift home 
to Londen. was. "Won’t you be in* 
terested m jumping at an offer to be* 
come associate t&tof of Keuters ?’’ 
(InddenuUy.there is no such position ir 
Reuter^ in MtDya’a case, the offer Is a 


But more than the lure of nibb^ directorship on the board of Hoechst 
shoulders with corporate biewijts Celenese Intemationsl. which, he 
abroad, industry sources (eel (hat what thdtka. is like getting the highest award 
prompted M^a lo take lbs sudden m intemaijonal industry. "It was tbs 
decision was to avoid the harassment by otter which made me decide to become 
central agencies like (he Enforcement an NRl.*’ Maliya confided. What is of 


ViiaySMiys 

with Qiwol hit winrMf 

norsM: namtteyant 
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Directorate and the income*tax depart* 
meni. And being an NRi is a great help 
in such a shuaikm. 

The reasons apart. V^ Malys spoke 
emhuuatlically about hit deciskn lo 
turn an NRl. Said he. "I can bhng the 
best of tedtnologies with my funds into 
the country.*' And his poser, when 


Tr 


added satisfaction to him is the fact that 
Hoechst. West Germany, had refused to 
make him chairman of its Indian subsidi* 
ary in which the UB Group has a large 
sharehoidhg. Even bs late father. Vittal 
Mallya. waa a chairman of Hoechst India 
eark^. BuL now. bi new status as a 
non>resident has enaUed son Voay to go 
one better. 

Whatever hit detractors may uy. 
diere is no gainsaying (he fact that 


»UlwiwlindBiCifi.JliUMi 
IhWiiSiitiililiii—irj" 
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I Mallya had set a searing growth path for 
the United Breweries empire. “They 
ran't stop me. Nor can they stop my 
group’s growth," he had s^ at the 
I height of the Kald Ka). He had made the 
' statement in early February 1985. just 
after coming uui of a 24'hour detention 
when (he Enforcement Directorate offi* 
cials nabbed him for allej^ PEKA 
I (Foreign Exchange Regulations Act). 
And the fact remains that Mallya 
perhaps faced the hea\7 hand of V.P 
Singh’s (HX raiders more than any other 
industrialist. But, true to hh varti, the 
I liQour tycoon not only survived the heat 
j of the Raid Raj, but pushed UB s annual 
turnover from R8 6t)(t ciiires to Rs ),(XX) 
crorea in these fimr years, Sinre then, 
he has acquired two companies and has 
diversified hi* group into emerging 
gr<iwth sectors like petrochemicals and 
lelcicommunications. 1'he UH empire is 
today 40 companies strong. 

Not only Ihai, Mallya has eventuaSy 
come out clean in the KE KA cases with 
the goveniment withdrawing both the 
cases pending against him and thi* 
Chhabna brothers, llrkidcntally. at the 
height of the takeover battk* for Shaw 
Wallace, it was widely rumoured that 
Manu Chliahria was h ’front’ man for 
' Mnllyii which led to the raids on the UH 
I chairman.) Even the mcoine'iax raids on 
' his empire eat lier this year, indiiding a 
personal M:ar<h of Mnllya while he was 
at Ooiy attending a company confer* 
ence. have mit yielded any results. 

There are many whi» h:ive favoured 
Maliya’s decision. A leading advocate in 
the City who specialises m handling 
PKRA cases considers it a "prudent 
riM>v<'”. And a former officer m the 
Enforcement Direcrnrale said. “He 
should have done this long back. It is a 
most sensible decision kK a person like 
Mallya.” A ckisc aide of Mallya was 
more pithy: “He used to spend most lit 
his time abroad even when he w’as a 
resident Indian. But now, with Mallya 
becoming an NKl. ttie Reserve Bank and 
the Government of India will accord him 
red carpet treatment." What they are 
hinting at is that his becummg an NKt 
will not alter his status back home; he 
would continue to bold ar Indian pass* 
port which is allowed under Indian law. 
Barber. Mallya had to seek Kfil permis< 
^n to go abroad: now he would merely 
, have to intimate the RBI. 

But who will look after Vijay Mallya’s 
sprawling industrial empire wide he is 
away in the cooler cicne of London 
'rubbing shoulders” with the intema-* 
Hand corporate glitterati? The UB 
efbefa close aides do not .vuus^ any 
problems op thif from, pointmg out that 
over the yeiiri he has built up so efRciem 
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HeMyt MtlflMehAAW 

and trustworthy train irf svraor eu^’u- 
lives who have run (he show whtlr Iw 
has spent long stmts abroad, “h is a 
tried and ivsied learn.“ said a semor UH 
hand. 

MaBya has an exten^ve mtenutHHUil 
connection. Hts assnoate i^mipMines 
abroad nchide the Teniura group of 
companies wgh mvestments m manufK * 
tumg umts m Ihmg Kong, Smgapurr. 
etc., besides the Ashoka Keslaurani m 
Kong Kong and Carresco in Smgapnsc 
Tentura and Carresco. mi’idemally. 
were very much wi the news m (he thick 
of the battle fur Shaw WaBai'e. H<»wev- 
er. UK spokesperson Nilena Venna 
mainiamed. “W'e don't have any asson- 
ale ctimpawes abroad and the Singapore 
trade branch is closed since KBI reused 
io renew the licence.’’ Tbe UH t«ruup 
ftlso has offices b l^ondui). Singapore. 
New York and 2ug m SwiUeHsnd. 

Why did Malya choose London as tw 
new bume? Why not a Ux haven like the 


Isle of Man p<‘rluips, whx'h would have 
afforded gre<<ter scope for business 
iransariKsas? Mallya s I'xplanatkm is (hat 
Im* wojitH to retain his stutus uf an 
"Iwinesi corporate bt^ss*’. Said the UB 
I'lw.T with a straight face. ”1 mean 
business, and m a straightforward way. ” 
Vjjay Mallya had started ai a trainee 
cxecutiv’e at Carew and Co. in Asansol. 
He wasm hiK late twenties when he took 
over the reigns of a fnrrly large business 
emigre when Vittal Mallya died. “) was 
at 4 li»sa to cope with the situation.’' he 
once said of his early years as head of 
the UB Group, Kill he leami the 
miames of the ganx* thui corporiitc 
bosses play faster than many had ex* 
peeled. He lived luxurkiusly. and often 
recklessly, and was always in the glare 
of media pubJkrty fur one reason itr the 
other. Aik! his laiesi move too has 
lurTicd the media and c'>rporate spotlight 
on him. 

Tagafi **-*-*■ -Trfr y’ ITfr^f i ifa 


INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 


The high- wag e islands 

7?ff conleniion of managcnu’nts that labour is overpaid does 

not appear to be true 


B abour’s summer of ifecoMeni is far 
Bahtan over, and is showing portents 
of extendmg beyond autumn Unts of 

several ^enuer private sector eom- 

paiues like Metal Box. GKW. Bata. 
Kesoram. Dunlop and Hindustan Lever, 
to name a few. continue to have their 
shutters down either due to lock-outs er 
strikes. And ta^ advant^e of the 
prevailing situalion. ntransi^t rm* 
agementa are prewg for wage freete 
and voknUry retirement/retrenchmeM 


as pre-conditions fx reopening their 
imhs. EvkJenily they are convinced thaf 
dispruporticBtate increases in (heir wage 
bills were pnndpdly responsible fx the 
poor periormaAce of the units. 

jnds may be true only in a few isolated 
cases. In t966*67, wl^ d(e sales tur¬ 
nover ot Metal Box and GKW. for 
example, declirted respectively by 14.S 
and 1.3 per cent from the 1985-86 
kmls. tbw wage bOb mcreesed by 19.1 
and 5.8 per cent. Coniequently, the 





thtre oi wagei in aalei tncrtu^ from 
15.9 per cent to 22.1 per cent tor MeUJ 
Box end from 16.5 to J9.6 per cent for 
GKW. In ciK of Bau. the share of 
wages in total sales rote from 22 to 22.9 
per cent and in Dunlop it was up at 13.2 
per cent from 11.2 per cent. 

H^ever. the individual experience of 
these compsnies dxl not hold good for a 
lu^er aaniple. During the same tune, 
the aggregate selary payments of the lop 
25 private sector companies in terms of 
wage bill increased at a somewhat higher 
rate of 9.1 per cent compared to the 8.5 
per cent riie in sales. The share of 
wages in sales income o( the same set of 
compamei. however, remsined abnost 
identical. 

But more imponamiy, though the 
troubled companies are looking for i 
solution in retrenchment and wage 
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freeze applicable essentially to their 
labour forces, in reabty. this woidd, at 
best, toudt only the sur^e of their 
problem, tndeed, is stathtici reveal 
much of the mcrease in their wage bills 
was due to the iiKreise in the salanes of 
the hi^dy^paid employees, mostly man¬ 
agers. For example, in GKW. while the 
total wage bill increased by 5.5 per cent 
in 1986-67, the salary bfl of persons 
earning Rs 3,000 or more per month 
ireressed by 50 per cent, and their share 
in the total wage bill increased from IS 
to 21.4 per cent. Ukewtae. Bata and 
Dunlop recorded increases ^ Sl.l and 
73.2 per cent. 

Most of the corpofita hesvyweigMs 
have shown this trend. Against an in* 


crease of only 9.1 per cent in the total 
salary payments of the top 25 cempanes 
in 196^7. the aggregate wage bQ of 
their Ra 3.000 ^us earning employees 
increased by as much as 38 per cent. 
Their share in the total wage bll rose 
from 25.6 per cent to 32.5 per cent. The 
msnber of en^yees bi this category, 
too. grew by about 32.5 per cent—fren 
69.723 A 1985-86 to 92,372 m 1996-67. 
These figures definitely prove ^ exist' 
ence of the much lali^ about iaivid of 
nch employees in the private corporate 
sector. ^ establish thtt re* 
treitchment nf iower*level werkers 
would not be s particularly effective 
soMmi) to the problems of the troubled 
units. 


In fact the general experience of the 
corporate sector does not suggest that 
labour cost is the main reason for the 
poor performance of any company. The 
best example in thii regard is perhaps 
Tata Steel In 1980*81, sfrer seven and a 
half decades of its incorporation, its 
wage bio exceeded the Rs 100*crore 
mark (Ra 100.37*crorei). Thereafter, it 
took only five years to cross Ri 200 
crores (Rs 208.12 crorei in 198$‘86). 
This doubling of the wage bill in only five 
years did not lead to any financial crisis 
Cor Tata Steel since Ote company was 
able CO increase ns s^es turnover at a 
fatter pace. Ila net sales in this period 
grew by more than 2.5 times—from Rs 
437 crores to Ks 1.143 crores. Signifi' 
cantiy, Tata Steel's share of wages in 
net sales declined from 23 per cent to 
18.2 per cent! 

Viewed from workers' an^, a 9 per 
cent inaeaae in salariei is ha^y signifi* 
cant, especially in a developing economy 
file Inb's where the price rise con* 
tinues undated, thus neutralising the 
benefits of wage hikes. For example, in 
198^7 the average consumer price 
index for induitrial worken went up by 
6.7 per cent, an abnost no*gain situation 
for the wofiters. 

At the individual level the experience 
of the 25 companies with Che highest 
wage bSa wu even worse. The em¬ 
ployees of 14 of these corporations 
recorded s deefine in d>e real wages. 
However, asnidat all the suSerers. em¬ 
ployees ctf a handful of companiei, like 
Auto. Biria jute and Dunlop, pros¬ 
per^ So, next time you hear a haru* 
aed proprietor or senior manager talk of 
a wage cut. salary freeze or retrench¬ 
ment, tefl him that the expedient la an 
eyewaah-4t deean't work, 





















DOM'S KOTA COMPLEX. 


Tatas lead the pack 

While there are many heavyweight bidders, the premier 
business house has made the highest offer 


T ata Tea chairman Darbari Seth la a 
man who knows a good bargain 
when he sees one. Last week A began to 
took at if Seth was within a stone's 
throw of getting the biggest coiporate 
bargain of the seaaon-'DCM's Kou 
complex which it up for sale. 

Whether Seth will actually pull off hia 
Pwbwt 6Mf M 


corporate coup remaina to be teen. The 
Tatas have offered around Ks 15U crores 
for the coffiplex-'^and that is an offer 
Mlach will take some toppi^ 

Tatit appear to have pg^wd their 
competitors to the post w fu. tbout 
half a dosen corporate groups have 
already been taken to tiae up the value 
of the Kota complex. Amongst them are 
non*reiident takeover tycoon Menu 
Chhabria and a bevy of other mdustrul* 
rtia like Aditys Birfa. Rama Praisd 
fioenka. S.K. Birfa and Abbey Oawal 
frum Ludhiana. tKM it siil getting 
enquoiea from other groups sbMt the 
complex. 

So Ur. however, only the Tatas have 
come up with s concrete bid to buy the 
five'fsctory complex for around Ra ISO 
crores. AM even that is hedged with 
at^ condibont which l)CM may never 
be able tofutfU. OswiL who was the first 


off the mark, has made a tentative offer 
of around Rs 1*5 crores. I'iiUs Hre. 
however, weQ ahead of him. 1'hr others 
are still toying with the idea and have 
still not made firm offers. 

But while Tatas may be the from* 
runners if DCM decides to sell, there 
are catches that may stilt prevent a deal 
from being ebnehed. Within DCM itself, 
there are still doubts whether the Kota 
complex should be sold or not. Managing 
director Bansi Dhar is siill tippused to 
the idea of selling the complex. So is 
Charat Ram. the former managing direc¬ 
tor who itili plays an active role In ma}or 
dedskmi, Ihese iibjeciiiina have b^n 
getting mcreased credence because the 
DCM Kota ciimplex has suddenly, dur* 
mg the last few months, started making 
money—almost Rs one crure a month. 
And sources in the company reckon that 
it will keep making money as long as the 
power supply in Ka)a*thafw>which has 
been hopelMS over the last few years— 
stays g^. Bven products like PVC 
which ia made at Kota is making money 
deapite the fact that the factory' has 
outdated equipment. 

Beaides. the company la alio facing up 
to the fact that it wiU be left with very 
hiile if the sale actually goes through. On 
one hand, there will be the suateasful 
sugar and vanaapaii divisions, llirn 
there vnU be the textile division whkh is 
losing money heavily, and which vhil be 

The PCaa pleni el IMa: many bWdefS 











very difficult to ixill out of the r«d. Titerc 
i» also DCM Dau Product!* wlik h ha^ 
Rtiud fuUaboratiufiK )Mt wlach is not 
(arn{| well in the brutally competitive 
computer nurkei. 

DCM decisiof) wiK also hiiiR«‘<4ia 
host of othcrfsctors. llie Cfanpany is in 
dire mn-d of inor>ey but it onlv jusi 
worked out euctly how inudi wH be 
needed to take it Ihroutfh the rk’Xt few 
months. If the i^overninent emnes 
thniuKh with its decisKin. as is expected 
B(MiAi to allow the I'ooipiiny to close its 
[)ara Hindu Kwj bet'/ry tn Delhi, (ben 
DCM will need idnsist Ks 2^1 vrwes 
inuiurdiHtcly (or severance payments to 
the workers. Beside i* this, the ctanpany 
has several other crenmitmenis coriuiijt 
up m th<* near future mchidirig repay* 
merit <jii a debenture issue heW a few 
years a^u. 

Wheiher UCM enn ^(•'l ^way without 
sellinK stKh a ma^ chunk of Us etnpire 
is dio a Kub>(M that is ncitlnti ciotte 
atlcnlion of the boaid management cum* 
natiee whk'h is effectively runninx the 
company ai the moment. One possible 
alierrutive is to sell the Swatantra 
Bharat Mills which is puttinn the com* 
pany in the red by almost Ks one crorv a 
munih. 1*he nKuuKement is. however, 
loathe to sen the mill because the fwiury 
is siiUHtvd on prime real estate which 
could yield (lie Cisiipariy a bothuuu ut 
some iMinU uf time. 

TUc ruymial inislitulion^ who hold 
almost 40 pit cent of UCM s shares will 
also play a kuy role in deodinK what 
happitts next. So far (hey have |{one 
ulonx wriih the plans fur tlW sale. Last 
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week, however, there wea* repims that 
the fsuncia] instilutMins had unloaded 
K^Ao bve per cent of Iheir Imldmjts v 
DCM. 'Jala Tea’s Seth dtiues runmurs 
tliat Iw is buyiHK DCM shares bi the 
market But anyway. 1>CM nuy be 
ready to talk to Seth about buyuip the 
Kola complex. And one thiojt is ctr* 
lain—DCM s options arc pettmti mure 
and more hmUed. 



JEWELLERY EXPORTS 


studded with problems 

Despife the ttdi'antage of exceilent vraftxffut/iship, the nine gem 
and gold jeweliery units atSEEPZ are languishing 


S o near and yet so far. seems tu he 
the stale of the lUu per cent 
export-oriented Jewelery urals at 
Ikmibay's Santa Cru 2 Flectrunic Export 
fVneessins Zone (SKKPZi. Nine of 
Uttse were set up .it the initiative of the 
commerce ntinsiry two years ago. but 
owing to various impediments, they 
have failed to lake off. Said one uf the 
owners, 'We could have (»asily done up 
to Rs Ul7 fTures m the first year itself, 
but now we have set nurscHves i target 
of only Rs HS to ik) crores f*v IVKd kti 
Bihe hurdles are removed, then in the 


ftnh year of operatioA the value of 
exports from (his sune could be around 
Ks 285 crones. 

SVhat makes Che SEEPZ exporters 
feel let down ts the fact that India has an 
age-oU tradition d jewelery manufac* 
lunng—both pbdi as weB as the studded 
variety. It has the largest artisan force in 
the world—around 350.000 gold* 
snvths—end the wage riles are one of 
the lowest. The cGuntry aUo has the 
poteiMiai of befog one of the largeil 
exporters of stuMed jeweBery largely 
because of the availability of cut and 


pubshed diamonds and other gems lor 
mamiiactunnK studded jewellery. 

'the irony is that these craftsmen and 
artisans who adorn the necks, ears, 
hands and fingers nf women throughout 
l^ world, work m iMnOing coudiivms. 
Even basic amenities such as w^f'er. gas 
and dectncily are not available. On the 
other hand, because of the moderate 
pnees (A exported lndian*niade studded 
jewoBety. the iiiiddk ctasses. ei^>e\'ially 
in the Ujuted Siaic». can aff(»rd them in 
the prh«* range of $JUU to Accord* 
Dig 1u a spokesniaii of che Utiii mid 
Jewelleiy Export l*riMi)otwn Council 
«tjEl\!K 7ti per cent of the In mi limn 
pieirs uf studded jewellery sold in the 
USA weie in this prkv range. 

But the tiroUenis are nuttiy. Kxjilainx 
A spokesman uf CrJEI\:. "In Malmrash* 
In. unlike in fiujarai, there is the sales 
and turnover tax burden which *uiub 
fk 73 per cent on diamonds and precious 
stones." Eor msiance. an exporter in 
Mahara^ilfA wh<» purchases diamonds 
or precious siuncs and uses these to 
tnanufocture jewellery, has to pay a 
purchase tax uf 4 per cent and a 
surcharge of 48 wr cent which is not 
refundable even tKxjgh the jewellery is 
FMsMnp leuepM being given to $ rtng 












meant for export. And with a lum>ver 
tax of 1.25 per cent, the cost of the 
indigenous diamonda to the (ndun jewel¬ 
ler IS S73 per cent hi|^r ccxnpared 
with what a manufacturer in Hong Kong 
and Singapore has to pay. The expor* 
ters, however, hope Ulat chief minister 
Sharad Pawar, la knosen to be 
against unnecesMry taxe«, wd rectify 
the sitution. Pawar. however, has not 
taken any decision Car. 

Besides these inbuilt disadvaiuaxes. 
there are other peoblems which too 
re<|uit^ attention There are no atatoms 
clearance fscilitiea whkh are basic to any 
export activity It is claimed that therein 
a ^arih of trained appraisers for jeuvl 
lery. Moreover, some units have out 
been provided with mfnstructural facifa* 
ties 5ui*h as water and electncit>. 
although these units have continued to 
pay rent for several months Pu«^ 
suppiv to A number of lhe>e units » 
enatic leadmg to frequent breakdowns 
<jf imported machmerv and equipment 

I'he compbrnis do not end here 
Although elwirunic units at bEEK( are 
allowed duty'free imports of electronic 
capital goods such as videos, (ax 
nttchines and telephones. Oas faabty 




OeU 'Inga vi • MCez wui well en v ippia 


has not been extended to the rune goU 
jewelery nunuiacturvig umls 

Even the advantage of anpnrtmg gold 
under (he State Kank of Inda (HBI) 


ThecweryhMttMpotoMlB 
ItcPtcweBuMBWt 
wportan e MMiew^ 
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scheme is not offered to the 
iBUls at SREPZ llus. di'$|xie the l<<cl 
that (he export pobey has indicated that 
tU' scheme iv ^pphcable tu jewel* 
lery tmts m SEFPi^ And the reason fur 
(hi$ IS interesting: appareniiy, the 
necessary mstruclions have not reached 
the operational level of the SBI Tlje 
SEEl^ jewellery unit^ are also starved 
<j( working capital as banks do not accept 
giM for hyputhecabon. 

The situation as it exists today is 
iroruc. The siepmotherly treatment is 
despite the fact that the rune units are 
under the special care of the Urim 
commerce ministry. And unless these 
hunSes are removed, the ministry's 
ambitious pbni to mcrease jewellery 
export wd fail to tdie ofL 












T he Jinmr tr« M (00 
hiopy wll^ the poepect 
uf liiiinc ihetf roMJuArv th 

(erest n Tuyo CusKwerm. 
A.C. M(Khi^ vke^hMrrnsi 
WpmilvncrsnCand 
charw of SPIC Occmm 
nd SrMn«. wtvi) itei» 
(k«dor of Toyok b» kt- 
mtmi tm tute hy burm 
^2Sper ccfldterehohk^ 

« Tovo from Giotfat indw* 



tratoJoicrahnKanvilibN 
dMKXi6uperihiR Since 
MuiNih fk^atf M • 20 per 
cent boUnR. heir now 
poiie4 m berane the nQor* 
ity sherehoUer. 

Whde Muttafa lid not re- 
^oiti (g Summt'» quenes 
tor ctnfimatiui of hb move, 
(he Jopnee ere kani to be 
dscuncerted md ire de- 
byrxibe trinfer of Hamf- 
hbhte’e sluret to Mitths^b 
The SPtC pre&tOew Ittfti 


rcputnn for hm« bb own 

fflMiCfM uyle. end a 

«J9celcd to defiMb I boMK 

eeyotSeder-to-derhn 

tnbiRcdtfaecfei^ty. 

Oietm, 

OiWlUBUlf 

i rthe Rovemmeni ititii« 
ctfdM ibuM pus^B« 
throM# Its propoeed Mutt- 
nbRclmwIMb.’Nl(3iAs 
wy miidi H if N iL The two 
Bdi have been ntroduced ei 
Prlvnent but ibeRoreni* 
ment made very bile 
inance lop^ihnn 
ttrouRh (he time, thnv (he 
Aecueskmon the Indusinal 
Uepwee (AmenAnem> U. 
Mawmneter bmdcshwan 
Ihbey pve an mdation of 
wtach way the weld wi* 
WovrioR when he sab (hat 
the novernnent was ready (o 
hevblBaet. 

Perhaps I b iM a eorfnsc 
(hat the govemnent s ital> 
iigoniheBl. Abeadystb 
(Vpoadm b buiUnR op 
ilpfib <—even anongsl 
pro^ongpeted) trade lawira 
Bv IKTTK. Even the em* 
pb yeti are not very haiipy 
abiwsoRieofthe tfs new 
proviaona. And am. after 
(hefcacoovertheDeCsna- 
tioD M it buha aa if (he 
Indaatnaf Retabone Bih ma> 
be alowed to db a quRt 
de^ 

PMMiMvitHaer cMlM 
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W iuU 9 has been a sum* 
mer of failed bida for 
1faelhi)duja» they have not 
quiieiQvenuphowsotaras 
Madras-based Best A 
CrumptiMiacvnceyned. Bih. 
Bterc Uti0y, ib^ ^rc btmft 
aufi (tenpetiuon in ih«ir 
etfons from a pany whi very 
recently thwarted a HmdiJia 
raid on one of Ri itanpeiwra. 
Corcniandel KertiKam. 

M.V. Arunarhalim uf the Tl 
Group of induKines fuuKlit 
(he Hsidupis and kept conuol 
<4 Corofnandei prumiHtil hy 
iineufhuttMnpanvs, F.IU 
Parry 




Now, Aruachabm may 
prove to be the stianUatg 
Uock fur the non^sident 
Sindi brothers. Wide the 
Hridiqas are repraredy pibt- 
■Viq> Best & Cromptto 
sha res furiously tram the 
market^ the Tl Omp has 
elratfy ewipt gp 11 per cent 
of the enjoneerwg company's 
e^y. With the race imen- 
si^ai^ the biares have shot 
up from Rs ai four monite 
a^ to K« SO bst «e^ And. 
tf reports arc to be bebeved, 
theTlGrtn^hastbeaiTor- 
mb bedow of the buiKui 
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Prodigals to the fore 


To coufuer (he polidcal onslaught, the Congress(l) high command seems to 

be turning to former party stalwarts 


T hf pr<idixaJft ale reiummjt tv 
the Congr^bad) and anns 
have jkX reaDy ofiefled up in 
wakonie. Reabon: the seep* 
tict m the rubijt pany out* 
number thobc who are busy app^dmii 
the leadership's 'new atratefty'. But for 
those who have been r ' ' 


allowed a re'entry <hc 
event amounta to a poll 
lical reaaureciion. 


Cunoeabd) president 
Kajiv Gandht, threaiened 
with ihe puaa^bts rA dn 

sidence wiihui I hi* party, 
has been, for aometime 
now, toymg with the idea 
of buyinK' loyalty by tak 
ing buk aome foniier 
Congreaa member a. 
oatenaMy to strengthen 
the organibation, The 


MukheT)ee who la stiB waitng eagerty m 
the wings. Mukhes)e« has been pressing 
(or adfmsann aito the nifang j^y lor 
alnx>st two years now, ever since hia 
bnef ftrtauoci with Opposnnn politics 
proved hvhfy unsuccessful. Gundu Rao 
and F.M. Khan are among the other 





new political pnma donna 
Sheila IKxit. prepared a 
hat <it those who couU be 
re*admitted into the party 
and. Bi her considered 
opinion, prove to be 
assets. It was decided to 
implement the plan m 
Stages and take apraal 
care to see that it was not 
puUicised. except for the 
necessary announcement 
<0 (he press. 

Chandrajit Yadav. Nan* 
dim *Salpathv ^ bhyama 
Charan Shukla are the 
favoured hrsts to return 
Mi«re are to follow, (ore* 
Ikpsi being Hranab 
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hupefuli n the queue and are m Ms 
DixR't talked*aboui hit. or so sources 
claim. While the three not-ao- 
hghtwagbis in the Congreu(l) are full 
about the 'direction' they can give a 
'directionless' party, other members 
have been wondenng bow a few mdi* 
viduals can achieve what 
do 

past (our years 'The 
need.” as one Congrei* 
s(h MP from Bihar 
poetted out. "is to restore 
our contact with the mas* 
aes by holduig party elec* 
tiona and restonng inner* 
party democracy. Until 
and unless thn it done, 
they can take back every¬ 
one who has left over the 
peat decade and n will not 
make any dtfferance in 
the commg general elec* 
tiona. ” 

It is not dear why the 
three have been inducted 
nto the party. Several 
Cengresifi) MPs were o( 
(be view that (his 
'strategy' would prove 
counter productive m tiie 
long run as it lead 
lo confrontatwiM with the 
respective state lead- 
erahipa—for example 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Qnjsa and instead of 
cocisolidacing the party 
into a homogenous whole 
to (ace the chaHenge of a 
general election, it would 
further divide and sub- 
6tndt It at vaiious levels. 

Chandript Yedav. for 
instance, letumed to the 
CoQgressO) after U long 
years. Duriog this tane he 
joined the CongresstO) 
after leaving Indira Gan- 
<S)i in 1977. supported 
Cl«ran Singh's Lok Dal 
government long enough 
to get elected to the 
Sabha on a lok Dal ticket 
from Axamoarii in eeateni 
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ev«ntUAlly formed \w uwn JaiiwadJ Par¬ 
ly. Yadas wa& one <if Indira <iandhiV 
Younj( Turk&i m Ihe early \97tH iind 
fdayed a key rok* in prcMnoimK her 
w>ciah$t polilK's at ihe time, lie sup¬ 
ported her thriHiKh ihe IWW split and 
Blood by lier -or rather at iively per¬ 
suaded her—in |{o ahead with the bank 
natinnalisaiion profoamme, abolish pnvy 
purses, etc. He was a nunister in her 
Cabinet dunnj; the Knierfiency and all 
those who knew him predKU'd that he 
would far» until he made the wron^ 
cakulalions and left hdira (>an<tt\i. Now*, 
he says, he kfi Iweause of differences 
With i^npiy (iandhi. A< cordinti l«» Vadav. 
Indira Gandhi Knt m lowh with hun 
several lirties m I lie int<*r\'eninp penod 
to cHjme bat k to the parly but lie refused 
since he (eh that she was not radK'J 
eriouidi. The Jansvadi Party was formed 
to Kive ex|)ression lo his own stronie 
views about iIm* nce<l for a new 
order by ctjmbounu the vuiebanks oi the 
scheduled castes and tnbes, rrunorhics 
and backwards. Jle wns. for a while, pan 
of an Opposition effort to ctmc lofscther 
on a common plalform wuh Sharad 
Pawar, K.IV linnikrishnan and CKindra 
Shekhar as the essential ingredients. A 
U*fl Democratic Kioni was fomvd. 
wiiKh C(^psed alter its birth. 

Yadov never really regained hiv fool- 
inj! in the Opposition aflei lliai. lie Ni»t 
the Lok Sabha election in suffennp 
a slaskeniirf defeat. That proved to be* a 
biKKer reversal for turn than he Utes to 
admit. He siipp<tried Devi Lai for a whde 
but left, as he himself says, after the 
tatter made a de^ with thi* bJkV Devi Lai 
invited him to the Opposition ’neet at 
SurajkuiKi but Yaduv politely declined, 
saying that be did not want to uarttcipate 
m any f.fpposition dialogue vduch in¬ 
volved the BJP. 9 cianmunol party. 

The emergence of V.P. Singh on Ihv 
national scene and aa the nucleus of aO 
Opposition unity efforts came as the final 
straw. Chandiakt Yadav's differences 
with V.P. Singh go back to the days 
when (he latter tvas c^l minster of 
Uttar Pradesh. At that time thejanwadi 
Party was the only pohtcal organisation 
to hf;kl a rally demanding V.P. Singh’s 
resi^tation followiiv reports that 8.U0U 
persons had been killed in Uttar Pradesh 
in encounters. Yadav also protested 
against the police massacre of devotees 
at Moradabad’s Idgah. panting out now 
that that too was under the chief nuns* 
tership of V.P. Singh, He is very' bitter 
abewt the Jan Morcha leader, loudly 
oueatkming his decisioR lo involve an 
Arnertcan "ClA-ndden" agency to en¬ 
quire into Indian aflavs. * Asked if V.P. 
Singh’a central role In the Oppoeition 




rcakgnnKtiis had pre-vtnpted his dc'ci- 
SMjn to join thr C'AgrrssIh. Chondroih 
Vodav admits. "V.P. beng then- 

kins strengthcni'd my* assossmeni that 
OppositKin partus are nut interested m 
giimg mi> like drpihs of problenis.*’ 
Vodav lusiiJWs lus decimal to re-yiin (he 
very party with whuh he kuid always 
pruii^ted tu have had irfec'iKU'ihal^ 
diAeremi’s and says. 'Ilte Congress(l) 
IS mudi better tlhon (hi* Oh^ruImnij. 
In«piie (g ns many w'caknessva it is evtm 
today ilu* biggest naiHinal parly and is 
ciNnuDtted to socialism and necubrism 
cnurtiunallv ” He nirl the Pivne Mms* 
ter a few munths ago foe the first innr 
and assured him of the Janawadi Poriyv 
support. Later, thev another short 
nweiing. and soon came the anmuincv- 
nient of his >oining the Congresst I >. '1 
was very vnpressed by Kajn (landhis 
lon'ign policy.'' Yadav says skipping 
tAvr the dumolK poIrtKies ohogidlMT. 


was more surprise d, than his l olk .ikHt s, 
at (he W(*k'iHiiifig rrspimsi’. He lets ilnj^; 
goiK* txui after lOci adrcodck ulkioiit .is 
always. i>f the Xeft image' di.it ilu* 
Congress!J) slmuld iictiuirc and how the 
pnorily shoukl thai h<* to win h.ii k ihr 
minonties. stht-dutid c.isks ami ihe 
backwards, fhai is, ;ii the iiHMiiem, lii> 
prH>nty and not Kojiv (iamlhi's is cIimi 
from (he onset. 




tooflg i ofw f ofi w owwbifs, 
whoM nam Wirt timMM ky 
ShriaNKNmGyndHRMMd 
F.M. Mwh Both hm Imn 
wailiii piSintff B III vAip to 
makoainitryMothf 


"In his foreign pobey he has kiln wed the 
legwry (/ Nehni and Indira fiandM and 
hds often taken a balder stand than 
them.’' He is exiremdy happv about the 
'ibgniftod way' n which he was inducted 
into (he parly in that he did nut liave to 
fill out any form or sign any statement 
pledging etemal loy^y to Kajiv Gandhi. 

Tlw Congress! 1) MPs' assessment, 
supported by a section td the (^ppusitkm 
is. that Chaindra^t Yadav found hiinsetf 
with no role to pfay in the current 
Opposition unity efforts folowmg his 
long-standing ifferences with V.P. 
Sinj^ He aiw rcahaed (he admits (his 
hunself) that n the cumaig general 
elections there woidd be no roum for 
one-man pokitical organutiona with the 
ekecliiral baiUe centering around the 
Congressd) and "hopefuOy" an urated 
Oppositkia &nce (he doors ut the 
Opposition were dosed to him. he 
kicked at the ruhnii pnrty's gate and 


fToM OunOu >lM end ibonemj F.M. KMo: 

It is nrk very dear what the Congrt's- 
sfi) hopes lo gain with Yadav's indix tion 
into (he parly. While >Urong un the 

questions of secularism, he has not. in 
puhticat terms, any rent base in UP and 
is nut recngniscd as a backward leader. 
His interest has always been more in 
"intemational affairs" than in "back¬ 
ward" polkica. Perhaps, as he feels, it is 
his "lia" image that his cemented the 
relaliomlip. 






seme CemgreuU) leaders. 1 was loo 
much a threat and so they blocked my 
membership, he adds smUing wryly, He 
points out tittt when Devaraj Urs, the 
presideni of the <dd Congest, recog* 
nised (be Indna Congress as the *re^’ 
Congress, ' we (in Madhya Pradesh) 
passed a resolution deciding (o merge 
with the Congressd) our three MPs. 32 
MLAs, three cars and six lakhs of 
rupees." It was a total merger of which 
he was a part and despite having re* 
newrd his membership in W 2 and again 
in I9h1, four years lap^ before he was 
*recofpu9ed' by the high command 
Shyama Charan Shukla was thinking of 


N andini Hatpaihy, who wiis the* i ImH 
minister id Ojissa during ih<* 
Itmergency. lias also yarn'd tlw C<>n 
gressCh after a diHiirk . Shi* had quiir* 
reted witJi Ihe k'^Wship and 

joined tk* Uingress Ini th'iiKcjai’y 
(CPD). Her aMibAis with tk* WM^ilk'd 
natKiTiiil t>|i(xisii«in riKk'J i;itk’i dtiru|rf* 
ly wl irti I k ’ C KI > im*t ged wil h I k* Janata 
Party, nuiihlv k*<.me k't al- 

nvid in Ik* si.ili. Mgu I'atiwik. was an 
inflwmiidh ndei ••{ Ik JmimU Patty Slw 
tlicn trrrmed Ik* Jngrat (Iriss^ l>aJ. 
viijoviiig tk* <l(stiiiiiion Ilf k*ing Ik only 
MI.A ri'nieM'iitiikg this essentially oix*- 
kader org^iiuiuitKtn, in the (Inssd LegisI' 

ifliiir. 

Sill |Mthy Uhi. was a niemlxT of Indira 
(riiixiIll's ixmeiliil S<HUlisi Knruni till 
the eiiriy iy7ns and playi*fJ a key role m 
givuig a Leftist ilirecUai li> Ik Kf>vcTn* 
menl tkii. She was a powerful stati;' 
niinisler anil Ht u> jnui the f)ppt>siiH>R 
allvt iheKriwrgeiK y was lifted. InxiHMh 
1V. vk* w-is vulimhed hy tk* Janata 
gnwmiix'nt soon 4iu r it canK* u> pow* 
1*1 Sk nV)Vc(J out of ik* realm of 
iirtlinnal iMilitK*'* mkih oflei. I'onfiisrig 
k'lseh lo Ik* Jitivilies nf her Jagral 
flnssii (kl. 

Kiorn her p'Miii of view, coming Iwi 
inlo Pit* ruling piirty dt'Anitely anKjunts 
In a ri'xnrrertHNi, as il was k*<siiixng 
ch*ur 1(1 her, as it was 1 <i everyiav elM* 
in Ik* cnuMiry. that small regxmal |iar 
lies winild iMit even be consi<h*ri*d by I he 
eledorah iii ihe next gL'iufal ekcHotis. 
11u* iJTesenei* i>f fhju pAlnnik as a key 
figure to Ik on gtung (ktiosiiKUi con* 
fahulaiinns was an ohvKMS deterrent lo 
(nmiiig any one of ik many partK*s 
eiigiigi'd in tk dialogue. I'k* Congres* 
sfl) overt lit es were thus. UHice than 
wek'onie. 

Push Ik CungiesxCf) lea(k*rshipS 
pinni of view, Salpathy’s only asH*( is 
kr u<i|iul;irity. Shr will, therefore, be* 
cotm* a hurdle in r)ri:«sa chief minisler 
) It Patrutik's path Hint niighi eTeale 
further dissensKUis within tk* state ural 
of Ik* C<uigress(]i wkcli might prove 
counl<*r-prodtk1ive at Ik* hustings. As 
OIK* Cungri*ss(t) k*ader from tk slate 
poinled out. "If tk central leadership 
w'Hni(*d to keep Palnaik m check, and if 
in their assessment Nandini Satpaihy 
can (flay a role in achieving this, thev 
should have got her back mlu the 
C<mg!es9(i) liHig agti. Now any con* 
frcHkiatiiKi k I ween them wiD only create 
conliisKW n\ tk* stale." Ruling party 
nivnik'rs pwnt nut ihni this lund of 
political nwtnot*nvTtng. if om* can call it 
Ihil. does not nuke any sense, pantcu* 
lariy as the denunwl oi tk H(i MLAs to 
ousi I'atiiuik w*as rot wen considered by 
tk Centre. Instead. Ikinatk was 


allowed a freer hand than usual and made 
hill use 4if tk opportunity tn axe three of 
llie dissidents. In ikir upiniOA. the hi^ 
i'onimand dut*s neg reafly need Nandini 
Saipathy to cut km down to siu*. 

S hvdDia Charan Sbukb, who was tk 
chief mnisler of Madhya Pradesh 
during the Emergenev is tk kaviesi 
weight to have joined the CoogressffL 
Asked why he had left, he says. "Left is 
a imsnomer. J never left tk party." 
AcivirdinK to htm he was always ui the 
parly having rent*wed his membership 
regularly, but tkise m power refused 1 u 
ri'cognise his presence*. "IVrhaps to 


QMW «| •» Con^vM WorkiriQ CemiMM MauMi: «w«9 »» hMp 0| (ha OW gurt 
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forming h\i own party in Madhya 
Pradesh hut never really got around to 
it. He describes himself as a “trsditioial 
Congressman” who bebeves n “the 
Congress principle and idec^ogy and that 
it is the o^y organisation that can Veep 
the country together. It is the only 
organisahtM which has (he legacy ot 
Gandhi and Nehru." He does not pre¬ 
tend U) be smitten with the leadership 



and when asked about the present 
cocKblbn of the party says ssnply. 
"every orj^sation has its ups ai^ 
downs. ” He ot&isis that be has not come 
with any pre'Condrtions attached as 'we 
are not careertsts. We are a different 
breed of Congressmen." He is certain 
that (he Congress wil gel through the 
next elections with a dear maTonty. 

& C. ShuMa s base m Madhya Pradesh 
has fur long been ignored by the high 
command (ur one ver>* simple reason: 
Aj)un Singh. 5^kla’s supp^ers feel, 
and others conAmi this, that he was the 
victim of Ai^un Singh's machnations. 
provn^ no match for the wdy poMkian. 




who is presently the slate s chief mnis* 
ter. Refusing to comment about this. 
Shukla. however, adnuls lo having a 
good equation with Madhavrao Soncha 
istd Moulal Vora. the two central mims' 
lers. who apparcnily love had some say 
in Ms cometeci. If this be true then the 
otnxtus inference is that ShuVia's mduc 
bon is to cut Ariun Siigh to site, and to 
make it clear to others m Ute state that 
the high cenunand’s faith m Ism is 
limttNl. How this wJ eventually help the 
Congressd) n tiK conung elections tor. 
after afl. at this stage al political moves 
slwuU be guided by lies consideration, 
remains to be seen. 

Shyama Charan ShuVla also chose lo 
k««p out of the Opposition moves, 
largely because of his brother Vidya 
Charan ^nikia. The two do not see eye 
to eye on any issue and when asked if 
this was one deterrent to his joming the 
Oppositiod. S.C. Shukla repM "There, 
are many ^ors. The situation iinot so 
simple.'* but refused loelabortte. He tkl 
say, however, that "Vidya Charan does 


noihdve the support of ihcMiusM's" IW 
added that many persiins lvid .inuirrt 
the Jan Mnrcha and V.C. Shukh 'hi* 
cause ol hk* and now that they I 
am finally back in the Cungri s^tli they 
are at caM*Hv was of the vh*w' ikii ilu' 
"Jan Morcha now cannot make h dem in 
Madhya lYadesh". It iMohvHHi:^ ihai Ihr 
Jan Morcha was ihu prime consich'rHtion 
in the CongressfJj schenu* of things for 
taking back Sliyamn Charan Shuktii. How 
it cvunlually works out is lor the electo¬ 
rate Id decide, (niereslingfy, hiiwever. 
this aspect appears to have escaped his 
Icdlowers. All those who h:icl ccane to 
garland Itim al his rcsiikmce in New 


OwdrijH Yidiv WH ofM «i 
MnQndVtYoH«T«fci 
UHwMririSTOiMdpiru 
a htirrali hi proaBdni bir 
SmUM poMci lOha thm. 
Nm, hiuyi, ha Wt baeauit 
ol dHaranm wWi Snjajr 
to*I.AeeaRNIoVaiav, 
InSn GamH fBl in teodi wWi 
NmaavaranimiRtha 
inlanwini paiM to coma 
bachtotoa|iart|rMha 
rafnaadilneohatoltMalw 
vac aoi vadtoal aiM^ 


Delhi and were congraiulsimg him, 
spoke unly the 'big blow' this would 
deal Ar^im Smgh's camp, and huw it was 
kmg overdue. The focus was entirely on 
Ariun Singh and not on the Jan Morcha 
or V.C. Shukla—a faBoul which might 
perhaps not Iw entirely to Kajiv fiandhi's 
kkmg. 

Those who have rejoined the Cem* 
gressH) lave no idea what role K^iv 
Gandhi has ir mind for thi'm. Nothing 
Ik'S bei^n discussed or finalised about the 
immediate future. There does not 
appear to be any pattern behind the 
'j^eplan'. Perhaps there is nn logic 
over and above the desire to fell ^he 
work! that the horizon is not so bleak for 
the Congress!I) under Rajiv Gandhi, and 
that even though there might be many 
sitting on the fence wailing for the right 
moment to cross over lo the Opposition 
side, there are a few who are jual ai 
keen to climb wi to Rajiv C^ndhi's 
bandwagoi in a show of "complete 
loyalty'. 












Salman Ri^hdie talks about his much 
and controversial novel 

















" K.rKl 

Siilnun Ru»hrtM* “ 

'( Atniishi <ui<1 n.irrnu 

<« sijiirs \\hvT\i\ 

bonks. fujiB ;ifiij 
. .\*. r 2 r>ra nic?moi'abilu. 'jv \ro 

a»ure« pa»K ym hy aa in Alicr's p)umi'v 
Ihrough Wtwidfr TuniwJ. A porirati oi 
Kart Mane euht*d j«nd pre*j*cnU'(l hy 
ViN-an Sunddfam, elfoiic <\v*itinn from 
Ha^asthan ai)rl CrujaMt—nwrkrfwj in 
8 trtr 6 » rnsixina bHi'k hom**-sovfral 
ct^'s irf MifitHgitt's Chi/drviK n book 
oiVfT ol Saturn- VVrsca, plainpnnts. 
fraAMK. 

Kiiwllv. Ihr lo» mfivcrtod (o «i 
Wiidy-M frd and jaxt'ii <'Wwm Iroiri 
<M)arai owTh^nifonu ,i Imw v^orktobk* 
An army of lM>k> ;ind iviim'k. A uiiiil* 
KTcen wna in a \.'<fnwr. und ihi» author in 
;eaiw. a i^'ckotl shiri ^tinl an :iir ol i*onl 
atrthoriiv. 

At 41 . «’iih four iiov'vh. l>^o filim, n 
K<tok(.T Vtw Hitd a k Hiiihndnt' dc'^rt'o m 
JBlamir Mwitc* lohit iTtslii, ln»*v already 
a hmjMrhoU naim* And ihiw miiIi hiv Idrh 
novel thic lor iHihiM'alHMi on 2<* Svif'ni- 
her. quite roLuxed. Ah it Ih' Ii.ik 

uid Jt all nnd W 4 Vi> find IIh* iXini|iulHK>n 
Ut write at»in imnvrdutidy. 

.Vtt.vw tW> 4 >» > KuHhdk' H Jaii'Hl 
bterary adventure- in a voluminous 
worklhalleDs Ihestnnof IwoptHiple - 
one a leKendary movu* star. I he other a 
aed-made Anjckiphile- vrho fall to earth 
when a hijacked blows up nliove 
(he Kn^h C^iannel. 

Chnein^ to eaih miKt aixl »iiiann 
rival jfonhpt. the men hurtle d^mnwards 
and Mel washed up un an hivdi’^h hcarh. 
But curHHJs (diun^es come about- <lih- 
feel Kanshta f(hc mime star) seems to 
have acquired a halo, while Saladirt 
Chamrha finds ifiat his k*Ms mtow hainer, 
hi 8 feel turn inlo hooves and uoon he 
irows a tail. 

Wnh (ilbreel and Saladin chosen as 
the pruaMonists in I he eternal wrestling 
bout between Mood and evil, Kushdw 
carries us through lales uf fantasy and 
bewiderment, of conquest, couraite and 
despair, against the background of 
Thatcherrte Britain. 

TTie booli goes on the stand generous* 
ly laced with controversy. Criiirs have 
announced it anti*lslanur—(I k Pruphei | 
is said to have a huge harem and j 
receives a revektkin in which saianic ! 
verses mix vrith the divine>*>and there 
was even (be remote possibility I hat it 
would not be mhlished in India at all frn* 
lev of pruvoliing nois. 

All (hit, despite the utronotm) sum 
of Rs 800,000 allegedly paid in advance 
to the authv. ' 

So SwtMv decided to aik the man 
Miod « ebout h slL 







Because men don’t get pregnant 
does it mean contraception 
is a woman’s problem alone? 



Ttrt kite, van condMi 

T>ic condom is one (A tftc safesi. »implesi and surv&i of 
coniracepiives. It does not involve » visit to the doctor or a 
clinical examination. Nor does it mean surgery, pain or 
diacomfon. Now thinner and finer than ever before, (ta: 
condom protects without interfering with the pleasure. It's 
a man's contraceptive the only one so far. 


Kcmi mtH'rihc first lime yiniinulc a decision alt by 
ViKirvcIl uhJ were prepared io lacc its consequences? That 
was the d:i> wst l>ccamc a man. BciAg a man means * 
vlunildcring rcMx>nsihiliiy. Not only m yourself but also 
lor yihtr nc^ir <ind dc:ir ones. That's why. in any 
I cl il l lonvhip , even if it is t he woma n wKo bears the 
conM.‘quenccNol carelessness, it takes a man to take care of 
tier, |o find ihc right contraceptive method — one that 
NUih not only you, hui also your partner. A method that 
iloi's noi involve u risk on her part or reduce the pleasure of 
riigcihcrness lor you Is there such a method^ 


KoMnoor confldeace 

Ask for Kohinoor by name at your nearest chemist. One 
of India's largest selling condoms, Kohinoor gives ^u the 

confidence of knowing that it is 
absolutely safe, h is luhricaled and 
made from the finest latex to give you 
I • ocar natural feeling, Each condom is 

electron ically tested for total safety. 
Ukai's the Kohinoor confidence Isil 
any wonder that millions of couples all 
over India are choosing Kohinoor as 
the safesi, most praaicaI method of 
contraception? 

Kohinoor is from the people who 
tttiderstand your need for privacy, 
protection and pleasure. Who 
understand what being a man is all 
about — the responsimlity and the 
privilege. Because being a man means 
caring TOT your woman. 


The contraceptive confusion 

1 here are mcihodsarKl methods. 

1 tow dll you find the nnc that is right 
1(0 Nnh of ytiu' Some methods 
involve the tension ofeuuntingdays 
(one could go wrong so ca.sily), while 
I >1 her> cu rry the iivk of side o r aftc r 
efiVets. Ot worse, Ihc cmharcassment 
•>f (I clinical examinalKin, Some 
ilepeiiJ upon I he lempcralure fur 
cfleclivenc.ss. Surely there r a 
contraceptive method that'sahsoliitcly 
s*ife without the mess, the 
jccom pa ny i ng mJc effects or one 1 ha I 
involves a lot of preparation? What 
vou need ts a safe. simple, sure 
method that is right for binh of you. 



Plan your family with Kohinoor confidence. 


AWtProdua 
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SiffifDArr Stlanlc VerMi ku 
euUMd a loi of con/raMraf btcattM 
oftht rtfer9ii€t$ to Pnp^et Mokam- 
mad^ktn wa$ evfn the p9$$ihitit§ 
that it mof not be pubtUhed in 
India. Were tfou prepared for tkioT 

Rushdie: Hufs news to me—I ha* 
ven't heard it h-om Pengum But it would 
be absurd to think that a book can cause 
riots. That’s a stranjce sort oi view o( Uw 
world. 

Bur <hen Me a^luolion in india U 
particutartp deiicate... 

Well the i^t about the book is 
that there is a view in it (hat I take—and 
that la that everythinK is worth discus* 
sm^ There are no subjects vdiich aie off 
limits and that includes God. includes 
prophets. 1 refuse to think that I should 
shut my mind off to subjects which are 
not just of interest to me but which have 
been my concern all my bfe. 

The point is. tlut I am not a rebsious 
person anymore. f<»rmally; bul ( have 
remained all my life very attached u»and 
interested m the sub^i of Islam. I 
studied it at university—sideed the 
place where t first heard about the 
Satanic verses (of which a Iktionabsed 
version is n the book) is when I was 
sLudyinjt Islam. So it's an imaKe which 
has remained with me for 20 years. 

I Rucss some people might get upset 
beuuse it is not reverent, but the point 
is it is a serious attempt to write about < 
religiofl and revelation from the pomt of 
view of a secular person. I think ihat's a 
completely legitunate exercise, 

besides. Mohammad is a very n* 
lereating figure. He's the only p'ophet 
who ensts even remotely inside history. 
He is the csily about whom there is 
some ha]f*esiablished TTiore'Or*kas* 
factual historical information. Thai 
makes him a human bemg and douUy 
intereiting. 

I don't believe that Mohammad had a 
revelation but then 1 don't doubt his 
sincerity either. Mi^ummad didn’t make 
up the .angd. He had (hat genuine 
mystical experience. But if you don’t 
believe m Me whole truth and you don't 
disbelieve him either—then what’s going 
on? What is the nature of the mystical 
experience? Given that we accept it 
happens and we also don’t bebeva in God 
and archangels. That’s what 1 tried to 
write about. 

When ptui made pour film ’live 
Riddle of Midnight, pan were oe- 
eu$ed of being a Mu$Um fan- 
f^mentatUt. Note pou’re being eal» 
tedjuet the eppeeite... 

Yes. it's enzy, isn't it? •Now I’m the 
tiiftor and ta/t. Actualy it depends on 
who Is accusing me. It seems (o me that 
the pohit about that ftn was that ilmoat 



1 Jen I btlewatttllM tf m mi j 

Mil hm I rmMon but tlwi I 
doflltaU hbilncirity tHhir. 
Moimnid Mil rrato up tfw 
afifit. Hi M thit imuint 
mytlWttpertafiee" 

WKm^pgmm-^am 

evetybody who had criticised K had not 
seen it Iht film is about communal- 
ism—it's wrong to say that a ftn about 
communabam is automatically com* 
munabst H’s an absurd sduatkiri. If I'm a 
Muslim fundamentalist, that's news tu 
me too. 

But there woe e littie too much 
empkmeu on Hindu commaRafiam. 

One can argue about too much emph* 
asis—but wfat no one taflis about or 
writes about is the communalism the 
maior^. Everybody taflis oi Sikh com* 
riu^sm and Islamc conraunabsm. but 
there is this huge thll^r called Hindu 
correninahsm sitting there, and nobody 
writes about it..if you do. you’re cafied 
I am a m ahst 

The CQAtmi b e twe en the Hindu otri 
shop salesman and the Mwsinv odor a 
extremely affsctNASce about both of 


them. They like each other hut history in 
divKkng thenwthat’s not fundamental* 
ist. you say here is a woman 
vdiose husband was burnt akve. who 
was the wlim of a ceunrmmal riot—if 
giving her a voice is desenhi'd ab u 
communal act—h's a very cunous logic 
which needs to be attacked very 
strongly. 

But (here was no reference to (he 
communalism of (he Muslim Kun* 
damentalists. Tius is not supposed to be 
a balanced film. It’s an essay. I think 
what the film was about was allowing 
oidinary peofde in India the lime la tell 
their story, and what was extraordinary 
to me, was how articufaie everybody 
was.I was very proud of the film for that 
reason. For once, per^le spoke unmedi¬ 
ated There isn’t anything about the fibn 
that isn't true, 

Hoi even the statement that everp 
/CasAimri leould like io be a part of 
Fakistaa? 

You go and ask. I’ve been to Kashmir 
five timea in the last ten years and (have 
Ktefalh' not met a Kashmiri of the 
working eku who does rm ideniily 
himastf whh PikisUn. Kashmiris win 
tdk to you diflcrently if you have a 


efi 



BOOKA 


Musbm name tlian if vnu don’t, 

ll’s not l>y chaiKv tliat Haroog Abrlul- 
Uh had shoes thrown at turn m ihr Id 
n^nHZ. hV not hy ehanci* that fun* 
damenUilisi IsMrn is spreadiiiti Iasi m 
Kashin It, TlkTo is h dowc* whK'h I share 
for this ix>i to he rnu-, I ihmk Ihey would 
be idioK if i\wy went (o i^iki-ilan. 

'I'lw arK’unu'ni I vc Ikui with them 
reKuJarlv is th.iT iheir lomi of Jslnm 
whicli IS lull ol shnot's. rs very Su 6 slii:. 
ami IS oM«llv iIh' kind of Islam iliat '/m 
was trying: to sintiiji oui I would say lu 
them, if von I'akisian you would bv 
priu'lisinu the kind of Islam lhai is 
dmiTiniinaied auainsU They didn't 
mi'epl tills. J'lH'y said we’a* lACupied 
already, iliere are yoncralH here 
alrcmly Al least in I'akislanlhev will br 
Muslim sokhers. 

't his IS how the* ordmary people talk 
ll It wuren’l H<i. I wouldn’t luiy v. You 
euii eilhcf say lh(*y'rt' ivii happeninx and 
vilily the peTson who aayH tb(’y are. or 
you can uy iliey't* hapiieniiiK- And my 
view IS, don’t shmiC tta* nw Hsen^trt. 

Kveii lit iiw IMS!' <il the 1HK4 nota— 
there are s[H*ciru complaints, people 
hat e been fOeiihlK’d. Ilui rlie jtovem* 
meni liasn’t taken any action and I want 
to know why. And that i» the proper 
furs 1 j< Ml 1 (| a di k umcni ary- • to ask. Here 
is tin* evidi'iice. why arc ihe cnrninals 
walkiiiK around.'* I've never heard the 
^tnswer r<i that Imm the Jndun povem* 
mcni 

If llte kSovernnvnt waitiit to dean up 
Its house. It can hut for the allark to 
eoim* (vi the* |•c*^so^ wb<» savs the 
prohk*iii exists, is an indKutHin of not 
wiitilir]^ to solve the probk^rTi. And the 
mte thiiip lo Ih* leanii from any political 
pi'oUli’m nnywhere in Ihe svcvkl is (liat it 
(kx'sn't uu away by mil fookeut at N. So 
p^'ople tan call I lie film what ihey like, 
tht' point IS- ll kMiks at the problem. 

'I hmi^h you may disaKtree with what K 
set's, you may dis:iKr<’e with how I’ve 
said d, you may fc'el il’s unlMlamt'd, it’s 
unfair all iIhis<* are k'citimale crtlK* 
iscus, and should lx* ar^*d about. Hut (i> 
critnise the film for ksikin^. is self* 
cciiborship. 

ll IS much more destahilisui^' to sup¬ 
press realily. ik«cause wlwn you give 
pt'opie IH) VIsec. ih(‘ only voice you give 
then I IS viofiTwe 

And Arne (in fftm itre thr nHuotion 
in India now? H'hot do tktnk of 
Hnjiv f.ffrtrffrra purernmenf? 

1 liave always hoen very optimistic 
aUiiU India. It seeniji to me that the 
ptict ip*c(4 on - It ciHtimues, m spile of 
K:w\ (ojftdiu. in <ixle ol all the re-si of 
them. He H no belter or worse than 
atiyune eW. Jndvi survive s m spite of rt» 
leaders. I thiiik tliere U a cnais of 
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*i Ml noil rilflotti ptrson 
anyirm, MI Km 
remiM ll my Bfe V6fy itticM 
to Md Mimtid in the fubjict of 
islMi.ltfudMitit 

when I fbt hMfd ihoirt the 
eaUnic vtfiee ie when I wis 
ftndyingWim*' 

leadership in Indy, but I duo't thiiik it's 
unique to Indu. There *s a cn*Ai of 
leadership m fPakistan, there’s a cmis m 
Britain. Kor opposite reasons. In India 
it*s a rrlMs uf weakness, m lintam it's a 
emus of gtflaled slren 0 h. 

1 don’t have a very hqdi regard for 
poUlicaJ figures. As a writer yuu spend 
your lime learning how lu leH the 
truth- It’s not ahvays easy—ynur bias 
intervenes, your pefeeptwmx micrvene. 
As a writer, the important thms sboul a 
short $t^ or ttn is the amount of truth 
It ccAtains»and that’s not true about 
pnkticians. 

Kor them, it's the nature and acquisi* 
Imn irf power. I’rulh becomes tlw sub¬ 
ject of power. That’s a posHjon fur which 
I have bttle respect. 

Writers have power because they tefl 
the truth, i^iliticians get power by 
departing from the tnilh. 

How oboui PakUten? 

UteraKy anything can happen in Pakis¬ 
tan now. What is importani is to see 
whkh horse the US back. Will they 
back party-based eleciions? Will Benaaa 
win d there are free ek*ctjons^ Will the 
generals aOow her to hoU power.. .there 
are no answers lo these questions now. 
But aB I know »that there is a tiny little 
dunk of hope and that's what VH focus 
upon. 

And boick home, where doe» 
Thatcher'e Britain leave ifoaT 
England is a sad cowiry now. On the 
one hand tl's a defeated society, on the 
other, tt'a a greedy cne. Ilim is no 
argument here as Ui the knd of place it 
is everyone has surrendered lo the 
forces cf power. 


So icAere do f/ou idenff^f younelP 

In Britain. 

And yet, you'd go to India for your 
tkemei? 

1 can identify a progression in my 
novels, fi'x not right lu say (hai Mid* 
night's Cfiddren is about India and 
Shame is about Hakislan. They are al) 
bnked. 

1 'here is this hybridisatiun m the self. 
In iNs book 1 have, for the first time, 
managed to wrile from the whole ol 
myself. It IS neg from that pact of me 
which K of Indian origin or that part of 
me wtucli is Pakisi;in. 

This bonk U a rnonding off of a body nf 
work that 1 have been engaged in fur the 
I last five yiars. It releases me now horn 
! tlw com^sion to write f<^ some time. 

I 1 have set down in three boiikx a kind 
of unagmative landscape which feels tu 
me like mv own. All the IXKiks tr^etber 
give a riHindcd siatemcnt. 

I can now wail for a wluk* before 
wniing again. I'll wait for an idea to aeize 
rm' and then work on il U U's worth 
writing ahoui. I have iw<i or ihrce ideas 
already.. 

Why did you ehift from Picador to 
Vilc/Ag/^e Agtf 1 n ,* 

J was wnting a novel after a long time 
and I found ihil my editors had changed 
in IVador. ’I'he old environment wasn't 
there anymore. So I thought 1 ahoukl 
shift as well. Viking/Penguin bid for the 
book. I'lw advantage with them was that 
I wanted a woridw^ distributor both in 
England and outside. 

Kor paperbacks. Penguin is ideak^l 
\hink well have far less piracies than we 
had in Midn^c’s Chiidren. 

/« it tnte that Viking pntd you or 
oafrvRomfrsf offtwree* 

Yes. It was a'lot of money. (laugha) 
I've never reaBy talked about it. 

Looking around the room showed me 
no trace of the Ks dOU.OOO that was 
supposed to have been offered. Asking 
Ku^die about whether Gibreel Karishta 
(one of his main characters] was meant 
to bg an Amilabh Bachchan prototype. 1 
packed tape-recorders and books. '‘No it 
wasn't.” he safo. "though there was an 
iratial resemblance.'’ 

As the afternoon sun si reamed into 
the study, we said polite goodbyes. 
Outside, the antiques bazaar of No^ 
Lotidon was in foil swing—china, brass, 
omamems. all for the asking. 

HaH-way down, I am storied. 

"You leh your raincoat beh^," saya 
the author, 

1 grab (he guAy coat, thank him and 
^t started again. At Bie tube station 
ironcaliy called Angel. 1 finally aiy 
goodbye to the Stianfo Verses 



luMt 11 mnwMm 










SPOTLIGHT 


KOUNl) KYKS. Ixiby fait* 
and a disamunt; 
what made ihc Kasna ud hc> 
popular. Ad ibo viewers 
BJiHpcd Vho chwevr\ the 
produci-rrukiTs knew tlut 
Ihuy were nrH (’iHiumiuiriK 
nn the snfl drinksi. The 
hean-steak r was .71 ads uW 
Ankila Jhaveri (5^ 

Bui life is not easy for link* 
AnkiUi. As her fiUiKHis Ifoni- 
bay jew('lk*r family kmiws. 
she has ro kiep a hectic 
si'huduh* >eh(Mil during: the 
week and ad* him shrM^ini; 
during weektiKis. And soon 
Ic'levisuiii will st'e lier in star 
roles in Turn K* Ihtniya and 
.S/H*ste a TV fUm siarrinB 
Aluk Nath and AniiaKanwar. 

1 disappoint (*d ad ftimwahUi 
luv<* already started wailing* 
"We loved you AnkiU/' 

*♦ 

T}JE PROl’HKT <if value- 
based politics and former 
Karnataka chief minister. 
Ramakrishna lierdc. is 
iKit through with insistiiig 
that he hua been had (vi8j> 

anttltaJAaverl: 






Wnatiiialiin M»9<a; piMtftna 


m the telephone tapping 
scandal)- 

Hiu latest in (he bst of 
evidences cited lo prove his 
innocence is the disekisure 
(made In newsmen m Bom¬ 
bay) that even his daughter's 
pthjoe was being latfUKii by 


I 
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Ilspv OandM: dengw (mm 
theeUM 

Kamat^ state intelligence. 
The inference. obsioiisJy. 
being that this single fact 
autnmaticaly exonerates him 
hom personal involvemcni in 
the lelephone-iapfang scan¬ 
dal The Prime Minister, or 
so Hegde claimed, later got 


she disdosed. “did not tell 
me anything." 

Perhaps Hegde felt that 
his daughter, like the public, 
has a right not to ki^w. 


THERE'S DANGER even 
from the skies in Riu W Gan • 
dhi*B India. Or so say (hose 
in charge of the Prime Mirus- 
ter's security. Hence the 
minlHtry of home affairs has 
adviaed that overflying the 
PM's IvHise be banned. 

Kortunately. the high* 
living Pnmc Minisler's abexie 
at 7. Race Cour»* Road is 
in (he dired flight path of 
any national or international 
passeni^i aircraA. so no air¬ 
line is likely to nie thi^ deci¬ 
sion. Thii only ones •neon- 
venienced would be Rajiv’s 
yuppie friends in the Aero 





his daughter's name deleted 
from the list tapping vk- 
tims to "Usety ungtote*' 
him. 

The vrity politician would 
have had it d taped up yet 
agaio, if it hadn't been for 
darling dautdner Mamata 
Nidon her^. Speaking to 
newsmen in Bangalore, she 
denied aO knowledge of her 
pbone being tapped. 

**1 am not nvolved in poli¬ 
tics, nor do I come under the 
ecoDovmc offenders *<jniiiiali 
category,” said a pusrled 
Nidufli. trying, no dMbt, to 
fathem why the state intelfi- 
gence goons should be uh 
terested n her iele|d>onic 
cenvenaODns. "My father.” 


Club of India and the Delhi 
Flying Chib, who use the 
nearby SafdarTui^ airport for 
induJi^ in their expensive 
hobby. 

But. plainly speaking (pun 
intended), was it only secur¬ 
ity considerations that 
pron^ited this bun? Or rould 
this dedsion be part of a 
conscious plan to rtd Che PM 
of his pro-rich image? After 
aH if elections come, can 
gimmicks be far behind? 


THE REBEL with a cause. 
Priya Tendulkar recerttiy 
took time off to marry long¬ 
standing boyfriend and tele- 
saeen huiRuiMi Karan Rai- 










dan. It was a quiet wedding 
that uutk pbce at tSKCON 
temple* Juhu, with even the 
otherwise ebullient Priya 
the subdued, demure 
hc^n bnde to the hilt. Only 
lime will tell whether this 
changed demeanour wUI en¬ 
dure. Karan's well*wtshers 
hope it does, h'or it would be 
a pily tu see him reduced to a 
shadowy figure as the lace- 
lesa husband of Kajani. in real 
Kfc loo. 

The couple are now on 
honeymoon in Panchgani. a 
welcoftK* break hefuro tliey 
get back to the ngiAirs of 
making Kksc Miys Hiwi Kv. 
their nexi joint venture, in 
which the duo lake on thi* 
task of niamagc counKellmg. 
Ajid who better (qualified than 
those aiill in ttu* elhcreal 
world of the newly*wed? 

LOSl' AND fcHind; the pres* 
tdential pen. The saga goes 
thus. President K. Vvnk* 
aUramnn. after a tour of 
the dialricis of Andhra 
Prudesh, arrived at Hyder¬ 
abad's Begumpel airport. 
The stopover was brief, tlie 
President having to board his 
Indian Air Ki^ce (lAF) jet for 
Delhi. Nonetheless, the 
state ministry was out in full 
force to do him honour* chie' 
minister N.T. Kama tak¬ 
ing the lead. The familiar 
routine over, the President 
handed the ipirlands 
he was 



VankattrMMn: le« tnetownd 

presented to an aide, before 
b^iarding the aircraft. And. in 
the process, dropped his 
pen. 

Ohhviuus of the loss. 
Venkaiaraman waved his 
hand a final time lu ihose 
assembled and emplaned. 
But an alert security guard 
(yes. they do exist) spotted 
It lying on (he gmund. ilsaig 
his well'honed reflexes he 
picked up the object and ran 
towards the aircraft. QuKk 
thtxigh he was. the doors of 
the ptone had shut and the 
engine alreadv running. Not 
one to say die. he gestured 
wildly to the i'Q*piioi who 
was obfigif^ enough to open 
the window. Jumptng as high 
as he could* he then tried to 
chuck (he pen into (he cock¬ 
pit and was tiurd time kidty. 


QM# Ualn. treublad tIniM 

And so were the Preudtmi 
and las pen reunUed. 


THIS W(Hr].D haw been an 
entirely dUferenl btory if Ra* 
Jiv (lanAi's p(*t proj^ had 
come througk Rut the de¬ 
famation case filed against 
77ie Times of tndis tailor 
(»irilgl J«in and the an 
critic of the paper. Uyanesh* 
war Nadkanu. by the (loan 
iriist Dom MartinH, of 
ten years' Hiambng. Martins 
had filed a suH ubjecting lu 
certain defamattgy observa* 
(inns Nadkami had made in 
77ie Tffiiea abewi hn art 
vnvk dispCayed in Romhay'x 
Cymruia art gallery. Ihe 
first class lutbcial maglslrate. 
in whose court the case came 
ig> fix the final judgement. 




agreed witii Mnniris and 
sentenced Jnin and liio nri 
critK to sevvn diiy?' impns 
nnment and in addition stop¬ 
ped a fine«if Rs 2(g I on thcin. 

One wonders, huwevii. 
bow the ;udgL'merii Wiiuld 
have read if the goveniment 
had liad its way with its poor 
gag fthe Dofanuitiim Bill). 
But m this one case, ignor* 
.ince IS Miss. 

♦- 

THIS HflAHT/YA nari 
minces »» words wheti i 1 
cvKites (o holding forth on 
diMr husbjind's faults. VVlu h 
explains why VnimntdMriii 
Pali I has a Iwnithy il grudg- 
aig n^Hpecl lor his better 
(and now exceedingly hitler) 
half Shallnitni Pntil. 

'llHi (uuld only have* betm 
ndnforced by iIk* lady's re* 
lent lirude at Islampur. jib- 
uul 41) kms from Sangb. 'Hin 
time round il was DhJs'h 
crilknsm of the policy to¬ 
wards farmers that led the 
former revenue minister ol 
Maharashtra to high 
dudgeon. And she gave vent 
to her ire m the presence of s 
parly of reporivrs (so what 
else IS nuw?). Va.santdada 
had been in power for over 
41) years, she tersely re¬ 
mind scribes. 11 (he palhe* 
tic condition of (he farmer 
caused him as much angui^ 
as he made out. he should 
have done something to 
aSeviate his lot when he had 
the wherewithal to do so. 
instead of issuing carping 
statements now. which go 
''against party discipline" and 
are "politically improper". 

Dada. Shalinitai enlight¬ 
ened us, could become chief 
irenister csily because <ji (he 
support of p^y legislators 
and not (by im^icaiKin) be¬ 
cause of his independent 
power base. Bo his using bie 
‘'technique of threat and 
pressure" would not be 
tolerated by the paity high 
command. 

Thus spake the wronged 
wife. TV injured husbarul, 
when seen l»t. was main¬ 
taining a dignified stence. 





Surtjiy Quit: provtf 9«p* 


whimi Suiijii w;iii(h )iin liUk' 
ftfimvsstolHkCtffUT: iIm* 
s(»|)lt|slhMU‘d Tin^ Miiniin. 

Jlu* ffiH'U vyvd Kimi K;il 


while .. er... changes cos 

lume inside. 

Such parenul devodtin i» 
Ituching indeed, even 1 / it 


Vw h;ii MriT w.'tv luuii 
wind in Moni! Kniii; tium 1 i> 
SUbiinl • In llin niiiMs* 

I r;iti« rti', <if «i luklxln Liss ill llu* 

ciiviKHis'il ii ni,issi<i»* jKir 

Inin-’ Th;irscx»n'ily1lic 
nuidc iin/i’ wiiuliKi^ nf iIh* 
{ilm iiiilii'iliv Arul Kii|ini^ 
;mIi»|)U*<I In r^cnviT fr‘Hn thi* 
li)M iui> n| nuld<i>r ^h«Hl|lt))', 
w I kiln kii I‘ Jl yt%% cat ly 
Mnsrlt V well Innod np, Aral 
rii.kdk’ Ills way Kvk hniiii* 
iH'lv iiKikiiinHit a hiulih' 
HlfMkiiUH.1 wiU' wlvi had heard 
oriiiscHiaiMik'^ ahniad, iIk* 
U) <*|M*vinc Juok lioiim>( ns effo 
asevt’r. 

t 

If the t‘X|KTICTK C tvlK 

ILiukIU And diiythiiiK nmn* 


Uatfhnrt CHiH. |K« vIbM 


I lemember Arunu-Vikas^ 
ihe creative husband* wife 
team who made the Vtnod 
KhanrU'Shabana Azmi hit 
SheQue.^ KvkIentJy, the two 
have gone their separate 
ways, an errxngemenl for- 
nebsed by Aruna revcriinK 
to the use <d her maiden 
name Kajet. She is currendy 
woflung enthusiastically on 
her new film /Ahayee. star* 
ring Vbxid and llema. Vikas, 
on (he other, it very enth* 
used these days about a pret 
ly bttlc number, whose only 
other claim to tame is that 
she is V. Shantanm’s grand* 
daughter. • 


h/uokw-eyed Sunjay IhJtl » 
now proud papa of a bonny 
baby girl, l*hal perhaps sig* 
nils the last nail in the coffin 
of his tempestous youth, re* 
pletc with wild affairs, drug 
addiction, trigger-happy 
drunitenness and what luivc 
you. 

(hivlndu. It IS s.iKt. wants 
his d:i u glUc r (I Im> ra ic t hat 
d<M*sn*i csisi puMrlyl to 

Lwik Slr«. ^<iMljitt WivirL.r 


than the benefit s of a good 
nibduwn. d is that /Sfro stars 
can have no secrets and that 
past sins have an uncomfort* 
able way of catchng up. 


I f a piipulanty puU were 
taken t<iday tlw two must 
unpopular adresses would 
he M(‘enakshi Seshadri and 
Madhun IhxN. And both kv 
the same reason: the ubi 


kai iir sultry siriH Kekha. 

Itui |X‘rh,i|)s. Hus nine round 
icHi. tUiri HwjiiiiHirwitlsci* 
Ik* ftir nraithiT hroiid Nuud 
Iwautv m Ihc Kii Iwi nioukt. 


ipiUcHis prt'stiicc of their 
funuly imnnhi'rs. Never are 
tliese M'reen ht^Hulics 
alhmt'd any where un¬ 


escorted. fiv fear uf the big 
bad fibvwofves. U their 
mothers, brothers, sisters or 
family regulars are nut avail' 
able to dttperone Ibe bdies 
around, the hapless fathers 
are cceopted inlo ihe task. 
And tu give credit where it b 
due. they perkrm f he iob 
manfuNy. vrith nary a sigh si 
being subjected to Ihe in* 
dignly of standing CHilskk* 
darling daughter's make-up 

rrwtfn fdv 9llna»lh#ar 


rubs the kv4iing*f<)r*a<hance 
heroes (he wrong way. 


^^<1 Sulim Khan has (inaOy 
done rt. Scripiid a hit film 
nnd (hat witluiut thi* inspinng 
prese rK'e of erst wNle pan • 
nerjaved Akhi;^r Hts first 
autiWniic «ok» hit has now hit 
Ihe market; V<^vfAfaam. 
cverythinK said and done w«is 
mon* Mahi'sh llhalt's film 
than Sahin Kfian's). Sahmin, 
pr<‘dK’taM>'enough, thrdkd 
(4 1 bits and al wilhng (11 listen 
are regak-d with a^xHiunts of 
Ik having charged Ks 2 
lakhs kir scripting only 14 
scenes Bi Hie fihn. "lllUmate- 
ly.*' he pontificates, ’'a King 
will always remain a Kmg " 
Here 8 then to royalty! 


^iubndy, just nobody 
would have dared do this to 
the great DhamuTidra. Tliai 
IS. unlit director N. Chandra 


Dhsnnanets: Vwr*'» ■ first Ume 
for svfylhlng 


(of f^adg/iaaf fame) came on 
(he scene. Not only did he 
wait unti) hih>way thnajgh 
his film VVaMb before sign* 
uig <in the brawny middle* 
aged Jal, but even had the 
temerity tu dispense with his 
services afier a couple of 
sfKHitmg stmts, with a curl: 
'Ihe r<ile doesn't siut your 
calibre." 

Highly incen.sed, Dhar- 
mendra hasviiwed 
vengeance, disclosing 1 u one 
of Chandra’s numons in Ins 
best Hindi film hero manner 
(flaring nostrils, blazing 
eyes, bulging muscles, et al) 
trial he will teach Uw film 
maker what his calibre really 
IS. 

Kireworks can safely be 
expected. 
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BOOK EXTRACT 




jirxid vahie that it wss Madho Sinitti's > 
spevtfic wah \Ku hib uid friend, havanj; ' 
helped to secure tlw gmkti Uk the ' 
niaharapi'a chosen successor. wuuU 
c'untmuv m Jaqwr s servin' us the head : 
of Saw» ^n Sin0) b reitmey. 'I'hts ' 
requires some expbnsiiun. 

ftefore CleveUnd evne to Jaipur. 
Madho twwh hod recorded for the 
unperial government his wish not to > 
law a Ifntish recent fur Ns sucorsSfir. 
’tlw imperul povcrnmeni, in response. 
Niwever. had indnated Us unwAinipvs* \ 
1u be hound by h» wish. Kci^encies.^ 
were, after afl. jtreat upportunrtiex forq 
reformuiK, intelljflence*satherinjc and > 
imperial interference in i^incefy state 
administrations and politics. And in view | 
uf the way Madhu Soijch omducted Ns 
affairs, a reRency in Jaipur was an 
oppfKlunity that the Kntish Rovemmeni 
WHS hardly hkely to paes by. So Uteii or 
nol. Madho Sindh's successor was (sNni 
to have a British rcRent. The rval 
qucKiiiin once again for a JaUw maharaja 
was ix)w to m^e the b^l uf a bad 
barpm. The answer the wrily oU 
maharaja was to choose lus own British 
regent for his adopted heir. A dtstuig* 
uished British ofticer. retaed. to whose 
appointment as Jaipur’s diwan the gov- 
envnent wouki be hard put to fvid 
ubjections. unomnected to the Kajputa* 


Jaipur's Prince 
Charming 

Roherf Stern describes the primely state of Jaipur 

during the British Raj 


adN) SiiiRir« N'lr was a a ten* 
yeat'old N)y. renamiif 

Singh. ’Ihe miharHja adopted 
him frnm bis own branch famdy. Isarda. 
It was not the first time m Kachhawn 
Nitory. certainly, tiuit a powerful rajn of 
rfufct/r had tried to reordiT the i Ian's 
Kneages or his hiH'nges fH'anches to 

make hn the senior. But it was a 
rei'rdenng that almost inevitHMy cnviied 
hostility—armed, in earlier times— 
from those with a stake m the genealo* 
jpeal status quo^nfe. Effected by a chwf 
so cnniempiixjus and <j(^ssive his 
great clansmen as was Madhu Shigh. 
such A reordering could only be regardH 
by them as a final outrage. Indexed, fur 
snmc time after he chose Man Sinjfti. 
the maharaja kept his choice a secret and 
reft;sed to divulge the boy s name, lesi 
he be murdered before be was sealed on 
Ns gaddi. ^ind the question of succession 
to il thus violently reupened. Mndho 
Singh's plan was to present his nobles 
with a fait Kcomph- Immediately after 
his death, Ns svnkfr widow would pnic* 
laim the maharaja's chuke. 

'I'he maharaia announced the name of 
Ns ad(R)ted heir a year and a iialf before 
be died. Bui bu would neither m pubbe 
nor in private forgive the thakurs who 
had opposed Ns choice. Even in the face 
of an icni^d British threat to delay tlirir 
recogNtion of Man Singh's adoption, the 
oM maharaja would not be moved to 
forgiveness. And he would nol be bNf* 
fed. When the agent asKud him 
“whether he wished to carry he ajumi>> 
sities beyond the grave,” Madhu Singh 
“said caj^ly that U was the custom of 
his race Lu io so”. Sawai Man Sinj^'s 
adoption and his subsequent succession 
to Jaipur’s throne were unconditionalty 
recognised by the imperial government. 

In iNs last and most critical succes* 
sion dispute of Ns career. Madho 
Singh's leading advocate to the (jovem- 
ment of India was Charles Cleveland. 
Even at three the salary of Ns Indian 
coUeagues un the maharaja’s cabinet, 
Cleveland waa very Jiood value. Such 


Tha Jaipur pelaM: anPllAaeljlhaMarter 
pfihapalaoa 

na Agency, friendly to the durbar and 
behold to it for a very comfortable 
retirement. Sir Charles Cleveland. The 
government had already approved his 
appointment to Madho Singh's cabinet, 
he had held hi^ imperial office and been 
knighted for Ns conduct in it, his loyalty 
to the empire was beymd question—a 
secret polke chief, after al^and he 
etquycd the reputation of being a first* 
rate administrator and a "dominating and 
towering perswiality’*. By appointing 
Cleveland. Madho Singh avoided the 
worst a bad bargain—a regency 
administration for Man Singh directed by 
some serving officer of the unfriendly 
Rajputana Agency. 

For a «Nle. Madho Singh's stratagem 
worked. The Govenvn^ of India, and 
partscularty. of cnui^ its foedgn and 
poUnioA department* did not want Cteve* 
land fo Jaipur. But there wre no 
grounji on which it could ot9ect inibRlIy 
and untd it became deer that wNk from 
this site of the grave Madho Smgh could 
buy Na Rn^ikhmen. ftom beyond he 
could not keep him. After the mihar^ja's 
death in September 1922, thm wai no 
one to protect ha protege from the 






tmhan cnlle«u^s «bin hi hwi nuUwd 
and ihe p^Ucc iniriKuri lUii «vre 


appSFfnty nci>nipfch«fn»ibk» lvco t<> j 
‘ Bnttbh virvt pi^eiiw 

ti b«(Jine kmi«ii js smh ihin^ 
bfcnnv knuwn tiul Clevdjnrl Vi<ts 
iiTMiwnK 4 snidd fortune m 
ibrvujih vunoub »piMiL(tiv« vnuipnscs 
Hi$ mentor «nd partner in these v^db 
nme other than the inTdinnis Kwaijj 
Bab Bux, (he bte nuhard^d b intimate, 
whom the A]^»^cv i«j{d!ck;d as the Lhief 
source of (umjplior and misitianaAe* 
cnent n (he Uipur durbir and (he lead^ 
entrepreik'ur in (he ille 0 tinu(v Mb of 
rhiUnas ^ke ChtMkn and Chitora 
s.levebndb cabinet cofieaguea re* 
sponded (o (he news ol his '^aerioM 
indttcretmn'' b> resifpiing in riKhteou 
protebt The tenj/u came abvv with 
prupowK fev alternate rtjtencv adminii* 
tratiorib headed by the relatives of 
vanous evus PubiK meetm^b to dcmaiid 
Clevcbnd s resijmelHin were ai ranged in 
Jaipur aly The Govei nment of India's 
ofTinal positKin was that Ch^veWnd had 
been indi^ieet but not dibhoneit, end it 
was disinclined to pursue the msiier 
further than to ease hun out ol Jaipur tn 
i923. the (government appomied Jaipur^i 
resident to be its redeem, thus making 
him supencx to Cebveland who was 
only o^iaNy the head of ihc state's 
adnenistraiiofi. i e, the reaent's Rrit 
mnstei Cbvebnd resigned 

I n 1917. bve years befoie Sawai Man 
Smgh came to the Jaipur geddi as a 
mmor praice, a viceregal pronouMe* 
ment d 1909 was revcorporaied into 
Government of India poUy guide hnea 
for pohtol offkers charpH with the 
adnmstritiona of pnneely states during 
the mmonCies of their t^ers 

The Governor Otieral in Cound 
(i e. the BnUsh government) is 
Ofi^oscd to anything hke pleasure on 
durhari to introduce British methods 
of administration He prefers that 
reforms should enanate from the 
durbars and grow in harmony with 
the tradition; of the states Adirama- 
trative effiuency is at nu time the 
only or indeed the chief object to be 
kept in view This ^uld specihcaSy 
be bone in mind by officers charged , 
temponrdy with (he admiwltratian 
of a stale dunng a ininoniy, wheBier 
they are in sole charge cx asaooited 
with a state cound. They occupy a 
pobHiari of pecukai* trust and should 
never forget that their innary duty ^ 
IS the conservation of Bw customs fli 
the state Aboaei and com^Oon 
should be cometedas far as pMel- 
ble. but the aeneml ayitem ol adnd* 
attnhoa 10 vhKh the duel and thd 
pt^ Pp9 bocMne accustomed 









Af^ency was concefned. In a Kajput state 
wiiere there had shvayt been a bare 
muwnum of rehjcious strife and jtenerally 
cordial reletiom between Hii^us and 
Muslims, there was a disturbing in* 
crease in the' number of communal 
inctdents. The instated Khilafat move* 
Rient. even dunng its bnef existence, 
vras probably more productive of com* 
Rtunal strife than co*opera(Kni m India; 
and apart from simply threatening the 
peace, that strife had, at least, p^tical 
overtones m Rajasthan. There, i major 
contributor to the strife and its politiciaa* 
lu>n was the Ary a Samaj. It was the 
kargett and most aggressive Hindu re* 
vivahsl orgamutKVi in nt^them India 
and had been very active for many years 
among the Baniyss ol Sheikawau 
towns and the Jat peasants of its vil* 
lages. The samgr was the Arst step for 
many townsmen towards alfiliation with 
the Congress or the Hindu Mahasabha, 
the party of Hindu nationalism. Ihie m 
part, certainly, to thair sama; connec* 
tions, the jits became (he must polilical* 
ly conscious peasant caste ui Sheikawati, 
K^ell as the largest and rvhest, 

|Vh« pfilicy guidrlincs ol 11)] 7 ^ind 
iMheir prescription of non* 
irttfHereiKe to preserve poliikal peace 
in the pruKcly stales fud nssumed for 
the Kijput principaliirs donwalic pohtic* 
al arenas which were more or less 
dosed tc» British Indian pohtK’s and in 
whK'h the only coniestains wen* the 
princes and thvir rtobfeinun. By 
these assumptions were no longer leu* 
9/tiic ifir Jaipur. The entry of the* peasan* 
try and their bourgeois promuteris and 
organisers into jsipur*^ arena wan <»nly a 
matter of tine. A little time. No more 
than three ^ars after Sawai Man Singh 
c'ame to Jaipur's the Jats’ would 
become an organised force to reckon 
with in Jaipur's pojiUcs. 

Just 50 km frum Jaipur's south¬ 
western border, in the Bpolia ihikana of 
Udaipur, there was already really s«* 
nous trouble. Peasant rebelBcn against 
the thikanedsr had been endenuc for 
many years. But it was almost tunied 
into revc^KA between 1916 and 1922 
by a professkmal revolutionary from 
ilMIsh India, ^toop Singh alias 
Singh Paihk. Vijay Singh. Iwnself <rf 
peasant ofw. organist the B^oka 
tenants into a pancha^ (vOage cou^) 
system of load adfflinstration paraJH to 
the tfukana'$ and io fact supersewive of 
it. inspired rebeibona Eke BijoliB in 
severe neighbouring ttAanas, attracted 
defecton from the Udaipur cUrbar to tta 
cause* establiahed a Undm^ I 0 d A 
le^nd in lUjaathan'l freedom struggh^i 
ai^nfede tfie RajputangAgatufr** 
bywoni tor'the BoM fe vjk meoacep 


Mmi Mahal: royal Mioa aaateS at Ha nHii du aa oewld took davitentha iWaato halov 

should be unchanged in aH essentials, wont in Ribaitana". v>d that was as 
By 1922, these guidelines of 1917 bad. certaa^, as the very worst m 
were no less an anachronism than Sawai India. If Jaipur's regency admintstrstion 
Madho Singh's Jaipur. Sawai Man did nothing tp make it b^er, a pos^le 
Singh's British regents treated them as conaeouencs was “serious trotMe". 
dead letters. They had been deprived of WM Bokiwvi&m made lew nroeds 
their force by events. Of these the inlo Jaipur'^ coisitryside in the early 

organisation p(«t*war eg peasant dfeenn* 1920$. there was certanly an mcrease in 

tent in British India by the Indan communal tenskmi 
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I Mw Sipgb’b mgn, Ja^ur’i adnumstn^ 
I Uqp Mnnced under Uk direcUon ^ 
I BritU ttf cw Uunaft the mahar^'s 
' nmny. Ctoiti 1922 to 1931, Uk dutiv 
^fuided by the resdeor a aM 
ImfotUM matter*'' In "quabi- 
MWtteM'’ to the reaioent «» waa 
dbrai ttiiH ha <ddcuJ >uuor. another 
Mkh otfev, served a» 

JijU'Cecmcd <i StM kcaaaor bh 
wSm 8^ COHOd. 


T he df/rreme jn I42h between Ilia 

aidted poUK^b <ind 
thuae aciujDy pursued by it» (UrKerw m 
Jaipur waa only greater n degree lh4n it 
i^d beentnihe paat. but Ruth iraivr 


The iinperul gosemitent rejtted to 
Hgoba by the I fdaipur Vnnte to 
abdicate in favour ot his son fhe old 
inaharana M been legarded lor some 
tune ab an mepi and pussibiv disloval 

B rmce and hiN irkabilii\ to bi mg pe«Ke to 
was hh undoing I laillv bcitish 
ofhceri cRe^,tiveK (nd«Hl the bi|<4u 
rabehion by gomg iiuo I he rhikma and 
com eding ^ u turillv all t hv (k nvmdv nt ita 
tenants the Hniish look tl)e opixetun 
it> of Hiyilbi to punish the nvthaiana but 
ileaHy he shared the bLime with a 
Kdjput politkal sv^km whah lestraincd 
Ik piukLs iven the adept and kival 
ftom lulmg tlH.li b.irnns snd tlwir 
harnnH peasimrv A pohinal tssum m 
whish the b.inms wire Mill m perikxi* 
limes, the iiussing bnk 
bo what was to he dniK inia^iur was 
sim^ to u<t at pi,a>am diHtmient 
before ihe Vnay Singh Patliik> did And 
that iould be done aciording tn the 
Ageth.) fust bv fiTviUy and (ompletely 
bureaiKraiibing Jdipui s duibur so that it 
would be vHpabk ol amelHeating or 
aupprcbsing peasant disiontiiv any 
wheie in laipur wliateser the ptrsonal 
abilities and loyahiea of its pnme and 
second by vliminaimg inbofv a* possi 
ble, the ;agirdajs capaiilies to impede 
the durtwr s admimstralive advamv mto 
Jdipui's (ovnlrysidc Natwiruhsl pnItTk 
Clans would find either kw tinuMed 
waters in Jaipur s village^ or a durbar 
able to keep tliem from being fished In 
Its enduring idministiatinn a5 well a» vi 
the qualified and posubl) transient kiyal 
tie» of Its pnner* Jaipur would be made 
one wnlh the Kntish empire 
The Oovcmmenf uf Indu agn-ed 
Nine viars after Jaipur's Hntish regency 
administration began the bureaus'alisa* 
bon of Its durbar m 1911 Sawai Man 
Stngh was invested with "fulS nihng 
powers*. The viceroy who pttimned 
(he mes noted only in passing his 
government's policy gui^hne* for 
nnonty admmistrauws The regency 
administration was worthy of praise fur 
preserving, '^wherever poasibfe”, "all 
mat was of value in the old customs and 
tnM|>tions of the &tate 
For the first two'decades of bawai 



'IV iWkKramnk* oi »,*ss<’niwl rtwiiKc' 
{uTt^sha(JoW4.*d hy SdWHi M;in Sni^h’s 
HhtiKh i cKc'iX'V in "titImsI CihkIiIu 
bcm of ihi* AdiniiHNiniiMxi i>l tlx* 

Jaipur SliiU**' ol ]}42r> WriN uitpre 
crd^aU'd, ^ivl tiH’ r)iinilx*t m| liriUsli 
iiffK'tTs uaiployi cl ih J;n|»ur'» «KhflMUslix 
iKm diiriri)! »ihI MU-{ tlX' H*ia*rh y wav 
unprcHxJcnU'tj. Aiwri IhHn ib«* 

MMv>. miiHvti r*, Hnlwh (JfnvTv 
w<‘rc ri’Vt’iiut'. piihlk' wf^rkv nnd 
nx r>i rrx iulx'rs oi Ihc state's (ouned. 
mspv(tors-;,TiKrrfl nf its pfAct' and jads. 
ccjnumtnd mu < ifTicc r d Hs am \y. rmuk'er 
tii the state s railways. su|)trintcnd(fnl (if 
its Court of Wards. dirtant»rs of its 
ediMiiii<jnaI and medieal servkuv, chair* 
rpQn Ilf tiK' Jaipur MunH’iiNiUt), anrl iVcf 
adminisirai'irs oi KlKftn and hikar. In 
J9:KI. thfA«ent obwrvfd thiii. “thtre is 
perhaps no plaie in India w’hcrc the 
chain (if Kuropean amirol is more otni 
" than It was iii Jaipur. Of the itm 
niin judKial "Hinh Olh^ls'’ li«t(*d in 
"'IV Report iii the Administratirm nf the 
Jaipur Stale for I93h<f9". seven were 
Bntish ofliixrs. 'JIk* plain truth was that 
the adniinistrniive advance uf hnii&h 
ofncefs m Jaipur simply eraiied the 
Govenmienl of India’s policy tfutdehies 
for niinorily adinmistrations. 

Midho Smith's pohiical will bareJy 
survived liiiii. Jle had bequeathed to 
Jaipur's adnimislratkm a peipetuatKin of 
the Cahinet*wiihin*lhe*KoyHl Cuuned 
slruciure that he had established dunns 

hia terminal illness. Afivr ridding (be 
cabimH of ns chief. Cleveland, Jaipur’s 
Hritisli adininistralors operated the late 
rialiaraja's potiiicat legacy for \n nionths 
and then dc'clarcd it ''clumsy and fun* 
diiiiieiiially unsound". 'J'ht'y scrapped it 
and created the CouiKil of Slate; the 
gukleliiK's citnifH. "an important cunsti* 
tuiion;il icform”. The British ivesident 
of tins council then appointed as its 
niililHry member the fhakur of Chunui. 
alihinig}! Madlio Stngh in his will had 
spev ificaily enjiaiHd Chomu’s empkiy* 
nient by Man Singh'v regents. *l'h« 
tiuikuy of t)ig}0. like Choinu. had OKur* 
red tlK* ial<! nuiluiraj.i s wrath for auf>~ 
isirling JIuildi's cLiim to Ifk* ^sddi. and. 
like Ch(>niLi. Diggi was punished by an 
injunction in Madho Sink’s w ill against 
his I'Tjiployiix'iU by the regency. ’I'his 
ihjuiiction. too. was ignored by the 
llniish. aiKl Diggi was appoinied to the 
CiHnniitice of -*if<fars which the regen¬ 
cy (Ti nted in 192^ to advise the Couned 
'if Siiiii' on Ilk' ''ngtiis and pnsileges'' of 
tile R.k)|Hii oolnlity. Snw’ai Madho Singh 
Iuk! wilk'd lh.ii noi more iluin one K.ijpui 
nolilcTitiirt ^liiHikl MTvc III Ilk* regency 
(forh.ir licit sinieeikTl hmi llu' Bntnh 
empkiyt'd several. 

ShortI) after he was adnpied. Man 


Singh had bc«n named to Iwo Jodhpur 
pnikT'SM's. an aunt and her niece. IV 
aunt. 11 years utder than her husband, 
personified the BrHish fear educating 
hun at home. She was the icmuv. The 
Hniish undrrsiimd that Man Singh's 
senior maharani was anxious to bear his 
firsl son. but they aho f<*arvd that she 
would k’iid "to indulge his sesuaf 
appetiU's i<» excess" at an age at which 
hi‘ tt'xs kki'ly to become thi^ captive. 
And the cenma’s. And the senior mahar- 
ani'x. 'lias was Uie fear that motivated 
his Kniish guardians to arrange the 
maharaia’s school hobdays always away 
from Jaipur At seveni«vn*and*a*haU. 
just months after he received t^ial 
penniksion from the OnvenunenI of 
India To *'mhabit’’ wHh his senior mahar* 
sni. Man Singh was whbJted overseas to 
cumplcie his formal educateio at the 
Hriihh nabtary Kademy at Woolwich. 
Man Singh’s sexuakiy. his "dislaKl lean¬ 
ing lowaH thi' fan sex’*, was perhaps 
thr greaiust Hntish erneem about the 
young maharap. 

*rbey vrerc not concerned with his 
sexual morality, as such. Political ofQc- 
ers had been tuo king in KajpulanaiM^o 
accept, with whatever measures cBa* 
approval, resignation and envy, that a 
mania’s sexual opportunities were 
bnuted only by his htotih and tastes. 
1 Vy were concerned, as ever, and with 
administrative advance in prospect, 
perhaps more than ever, with that 
indestructable demisicss who led Hajput 
princes to rutn and British plans to 
nought: the aenana. Not rrwrely (he 
women’s Quarter m Jaipur's palace, but 
(he synemym (or debilitating and corrupt¬ 
ing vicef 

T he renam's power to affect politics. 

ihough no longer perhaps to direct 
them, was in these years of grace still 
cunsklerabk'. or thought to be so. The 
renana had. after al. been Sawai Madho 
Singh's ruination. Kor sB the British 


complamts shoot the ways in which he 
had ruled Jaipur, the late maharajs at 
mid-career had been described by the • 
agent as follows: 

His Highness...possesses graat 
shrewdnesB and sagacity, be takes 
the keenest interest in the affairs of 
slate and there are few things chat ' 
happen that do not come under his 
cognizance. 

AiCtr Madho Singh had wiebdrawn 
into the temm, at the end o( his career> 
Ja^r’s afbirs lapsed into disorder. Sv' 
ccxnpleteJy beguiled had the mahanjr; 
become by dte “notcprious woman’' Rup. 
JU and her patron, the that 

Jaipur came to be known by 1920 as 
n^ Jbr^i—a harlot's kingdom. Inl927» ’ 
there were serious riots in Jaipw 
die police fired nto crowds, peo^ were 
killed and isifured, the resident buer-' 
vened, and so forth. UnaUe to find eng*^' 
cause (or the liotkig. the Ageitf/s be|g'j 
guess was that k wta in sooK way ^ 
aenaoi irrtngue to capture the mehenj^ 
from Mayo Cofege. • ' 

TTaaeawiseetmdipeftimiif^y<tf * 











Tht A«fnb«Bti li> JMpuv 

to admmjstrative advance, and to the 
bureaucratised durbar which Saw.ii Man 
Sn^'s rejKnts svere try^njt tr^ organise 
in the state and which the Hntish 
government hi^ied would muUilyJaipur’A 
peasants and keep it safe for the empire. 
Simply, the prince who was uiuntermted 
in the affairs of his stale was less Hkety 
to imperil admiiiistrative advance than 
the prince immured m the aenana. 
Briti^ lu^s for Sawai Man Sm^ were 
not certainly that he would continue his 
predeceason’ progress to monardval 
autoaacy. but rather that he would be 
active in the use of his traditxmal 
authority to legitunate and facilitate the 
work of the bureaucraric autocracy 
ettebliahed for him hy the Hrituh. If. 
however, he chose to be uninterested in 
the atfairs of state—as he did^-4hat 
would be regrettable but hardly pertes. 
Whh the maharaja as iu figurehead. 
4ato would be ruled by tta bureaucracy 
to imperial oversight 
The proUcm with princes who were 
ciptim wM that they 


would not be merely figureheads. Char- 
acteristkaBy. they iiMerfered in durbar 
aflsirs to serve the aenana. Their private 
vices became pik^ burdens. They vib- 
aied rule and system by using the 
di/rbar’s resources of ivealth and power 
to pay their lenana debts a^d dues to 
fevourite wives and concubines 
The zenana never captured Saws 
Man SirudL But neither did the British. 
He escaped betth to become Jaipur's i 
"veritabk prince charming," a 
stereotype of the playboy maharaja of 
the years between the wars. He was 
bright and handsome, vigorous and aff¬ 
able. But affairs of state bored ton. “If 

0 ^ his heart were in his job". theAgoit 
grieved in Vi3B. "he coidd become a 
bulwark of persc^ nde". Rut his heart 
was never in his job. It was m |^. 
tXuai^ his year at Woolwidh. Man Singh 
becarhe a champaon at polo and a convert 
to the IBesiyle of a British cav^ officer 
in a fsslaofttble r eg imenL He loved 
being an Indiafi nMhsnba in Europe and 
havsQg a mabnia's wealth. Of tht good 


things of bfe. the dashing Jai, as hu I'n’k'd 
himsW. oi Jaipur, ior^ his share. M 
kest; but bvuig & bulwark was not to his 
taste. Jaipur bored him. apparently 
did avtmetdar warnings from British 
officers that !ie was inviting "tlKMibvknis 
alternative of democracy" by Ms “repe¬ 
ated absences" horn his state 

More in sorrow than in anger, the 
(vuvemment id India concluded t ha I the 
maharaja of Jaipur was "an absentee 
niler by incbMiion". Kor cxainpk. in 
193h, the rati ntfa <if Sikar suppoiled by 
thousands of Kajput b/umiias rose in 
armed rebettion against the authority of 
the Jaipur durbar. Ilioiigli staged ai 
opera btmffe. it was lymeilwlvss a 
Optical crisis. 

Durvig iJk' Second World War. a 
momentous time in Jaipur’s political 
devvk^ent. Man SingliV energies 
were ^ectvd to pressing the viceroy 
into allowing him io go on "active 
service" with iM* Househtild Cavalry in 
I Palestine. Lord Wavell resisted as long 
as he could bnause. hv reminded the 
maharaja, "You hapiicn to be Hh: rukr of 
an Indai) state". Kui Men Singh rinally 
had his way and, according \u Briliah 
intefiigence. he* served the Alhed effort 
n the Middle East nK)st ct^nsim ihiusly in 
Cairo's bortes. After Uh' war. I he niahar* 
aja's most nutable concerns. oih<*r than 
getting Ns own from the aniHlganuikiit 
it the Kachhawa inin the Congrens rai, 
were in keeping his wurtiiiK' king's 
coninusKion and securing a pbi'e lor his 
^dest son in the real Eton. 

Although the maharaja's self- 
cn)teredness and his unapologelK' dis* 
engageoK-nl Mom the tedium of public 
admoustration or even the exhilaration 
of “personal nde" exasperated the Brit¬ 
ish. they never credited him witli less 
than a very "shrewd practical judg¬ 
ment". That judgment led him until 
1942.1 tNnk. to make his peace wiifi the 
inevitable: administrative advance in 
Jaipur under the direciion of British 
officers. He could emplace himself as its 
bulwark or leave it for "the primrose 
path". Not unreasonably, but to the 
British government's displeasuTe, he 
chose the latter. In 1942. the maharaja 
positively defied the government to 
employ as his plenipotentiary that mas¬ 
ter of pubbe affairs. Mim Ismail. Co 
make Jaipur's peace with the t^obable— 
a Congress m India. In 1948, one of 
Che duwnvirs ot that rai. Svdar VaHal^ 
Patel, dianged prmce charming into the 
new Indnn slate of Rajasthan's fUipn- 
muJdi. its ceremonial head, the ftrsC 
anong Rajput princes. 
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Keeper of 

the Janata 
purse 

Jay ant Malhoutra, the new treasurer of 
the Janata Parry, strides the worlds of 
business and politics with equal ease 

D uurdanhwi vnmcrdh crivenn^t dte cUantte <•( lAiard ' 
in rupcaiHly Qa^d his fact’ on the 

^mill icroen. His largo franiv and rhubbv bco 
drew a kic of auentkin. “Yea. I wa» very rmuSt in 
Kangalore/* said Jayani MalhiHjira “because I was 
une of the obw-rvers who supervised Ux* f*leciion ul ihc new 
chief minister of Karnataka. S.R. Bcmimni. It was a perits tly 
demiKTatK: priKexs. All ML As and MLls were ctnsulU'd. 
Kver tlw reliefs were iMnaulted. All crvdil must be (pvvit to 
K^intkrishiu llevde. wIki did mil impoM? Ins t hon e on I he 
letfislaUirs. 

Javajit Mdlhsiuiri^, a succes»hjl busn'ssman from NLdar* 
a-hira; was appouued ihu i rvasurer of (he Jnnaia Parly about 
thrt*e montijs bdck. rcpkiciriK another businesviun. Kamal 
Mol'drka, who whs elected to iht' Kajva Sabhd and ix now* the 
xccTeiary of thr }anata Lripskiture Party. For Malhouira it 
was a nieteoru: rise as he was ruA even an office'* bearer 
befotc* ix'corning the irc.isurer. Hul uko IPKI. Mdlhoutr«c 
who joined iIk* party in iy77 has been a special irivnee to the 
Janata nMional oxerutne nicetinks. "1 am a poktical actmsi. 
rather tivin a pcditwian. 1 Ounk ihai m pofalics unt* needs a 
certain nni'iuni of coinniiimcni and I am deeply cunnutted to 
bnngiriK nboui a chxnge. As an mdusiriabst I think I have 
Komethiiu] to offer. Manajjemeiit strategy can be nduclcd to 
improve the funclionins of pohtka) parties. You veruaily 
reoure niana8eri;il inputs. For instance, the Congress party 
has insiaUed cMimputers all over ihe i'ouniry ami are making 
systeinalk studies ofilw strength of various groups, relijpiius 
and social: and have built an enomxNJs information bank. This 
conies ui handy when rme has to mobihsc* and eflectively use 
resources.” argues Jayant Malhoutra. 

Asked w'heiber his background would hc^ him to collei'l 
funds for the Janata Party. Malhoutra said. “1 am new lo h. At ^ 
the moment we only ne^ funds for running the centnd UAx 
and that is not much. Put for the efectkms h win be a btggt r 
task. People are intcOigent and if they fee) that the Oppiisititin 
chances are good m an election they win contribute lo our 
&ind. it should also be easiei for us lo culkrct fisidx in 
Oppoahion'ruled slai^'x. Of course, when I said this in a 
teuVillon programme, it drew a kM of flak.” 

Jayant Maftuotra was with (he JK Group of Industries 


tefdre brandsng out on his r>wn cighi vears dgo. Todi\ Us 
firm, called the JKM Group, has about ihivc or loui i:K :j>iir> 
which manuberure a variety ol consumer items. MHllHniii.i '- 
Sagstip camforty is the Ki 6 crore Dyiianuhcs llvdr.iniii 
which be floated in 19?4. M^houtra has been a('cus<'d <>f U<n)<; 
anti-fiegde because the former chief niiniaier Ik KU|>posv*d to 
have refused him perrmsMon t(» sei up a PSF |4.iiii ui 
Karnaviu, Malhoutra. however, feels that he wus not n 
the bcence vs two prominent busmens houses from KMnuihi* 
ka. the MaOyas aiid the Kodays, were in tiu* running. 

With UieJanata Party divtded ciUi the pro-Chandrii Slu'kliar 
and the pro*Kegdi' lac^tfis. Jayant Malhoutra is very much 
With Chandra S^'ldiar. thuugli would mu admit tivu there 
is ^ such divisun. "Heg^ has heeii un old friend of tlw 
family sinre the Sixtk*s. If nm* has a difference of opinion with 
sonieonv that dm-* not mean Ihal ruu* is against tfvu per.vm. I 
have faith hi Chandra i^wkhar. 1 ihmk Ik* undt*r>laiuls best 
(he psyche of ibe Induin pvo|>le. He is iicceviahJe to :ill 
seetkm of the people. f>n l*urjah problem he lied much lo 
uffer but unfortunately )ms teom was not lieipfuJ and a<i Ms 
performance has been found wuntnig. Hm ihis team can ikjw 
be pepped i^ 1 do not understand why iM* rm*dut is so much 
against Chandra Shekhnr.” 

Ma^Hitra strniily demos whar lievi l.al nnd others 
beheve-that Chandra Sheklur isaCnngrv>H(li luumi. On the 
contrary, says Malhouira. "The higgest CVmgres si U agent is 
Arun Shourie of the Indan Hxpres.< Had he not encouraged 
Hegdc to publish a transcript <if iN* tekfilxMK* cotivKisatiiui 
between Apt ^gh and iH'Vc* (inisUa, hII iht substujtient 
events would nevnr have taken |jlai*e. TIh* story is (ho i»ame 
regarding Dr Subranuntam Swuniy. wh> has lK*en m oust'd of 
be^g an agent ol iheCnnKresstH 
Tho^ the move by Chandra Shekhar to oust liegdc from 
the cMef minister's chair with the supp<irt of the dissidents 
suited much before the phone Upping cncidenl. Malhoutra 
denies that (here was any such move to topple Hegde. Ihe 
treasurer of the Janata Paily feels that if Kegdc had wanted to 
solve the dissidenu proUem he cuuki have. Mcretivcr. 
Gowda had 50 legislators on his side and it wa\ mK a small 
number to be ignored. Malhoutra thinks that it is wrong to 
blame the high command for creating ptilitical (urnioil in the 
state. 

Does Jayant Malioutra envisage an official posilkHi for 
himsetf when the Janata Party merges with the other 
OppositioA parties to form the Samajwadi Dal? First, said 
hblhoutra. the majorily of our party membeis wani the 
tinted Opposition party to be called the Janata Pal and mn the i 
Samajwaich Janau Dal. Of course, it will take a couple ul ' 
months for the panics to unite. 1'he basic problem today is 
that Devi Lai is in a hurry to form a party. How can you have 
unity of four diverged parlies with eight leaders without 
woridng out the mo^ties for unity? asks Malhotra. 

about MaBnuira’s biendshgi with the conlroverxial 
j godman. Chaixira Swann? Malhoutra says that he finds him 
one of the most interestsng personalities, one wIvj i» very < 
arikulaie. Chandra Swami was introduced to Malhoutra t|v | 
Maneka Gandhi and thnr fiiendshTp has deve loped ever since. I 
The pigtly, ebullient MaDwutra is indeed walking a light j 
rope fdc> being in business and in the Opfsoaitkm c<Aild attract j 
the vendetta of (he ruling party. But Malhoutra has so far 
managed to pby both the roles with ease. 

OtgsTaAi 


I am a politicai activist, rather than a poHtician. 
As industrialist I think I have something to offer 


9SJ 
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SUNDAY SPORTS 



In search of excellence 


Operation Exi vUem c, lawKhed to infuse life into sports, is beset by teething 

troubles 


I 


id ytm krKiw that ibv Umstiruikin uf Jnd» 
trqujiif^K spun wiih cinu'sen? When the natwu 
(KitA nol KM'in lo bi* owr\y crincemed wheth«rr 
or noi sonic ri| our act» under the big (op an be 
coiniMred wih (he MToteiics of. say. some 
Soviet ciiter1iiirK*rH. Ihen vdiy shtiuM there be so much mnsc 
OWT (lie failures (rf our star athleteb and sportsmen in the 
internal tonal arena*' 

’lliis lit rite argunK'iii pul forward by the Unkm mmister of 
Kintc for sports. Margart^i Alva, when peofilp question her 
about tir poor sianriard of sport in the country. "Bui we are 
making a l^'ginning " shi< uys. "which could reiuvenale our 
sports Hci-up." 

HV 'liegiiiniitg" that she refers to is probably an imnunent 
chanjtc in Die CuriHUtution. making sport a sut9ect on the 
concurri'iu list rather tlian the state H\. "After 4U years of 
IndcpeiKkiKe. sport has at last been given ks due". Mrs AJva 
remarks. According tu Daritament sources, the c oncerned 
Cabinet I'onwiiiiee has already made up its mind to bring 
sport uock'r th(< concurreni list. That means a Kd) wil soon be 
placed in l*arlramt*nt to effect the change. 

AUhouidt Mrs Alva does not specifKally stale that spurt wil 
come on the concurrent list, she says she would rcaSy 
wckorra* I he change. "Krom the time I took char^ of the 
sport miiiislry. 1 felt the ne'er] (or some central legislalKin to 
ensure the smooth functionng of the different sports 
organisalioits". she remarks, "h is very ddficuh to fui^am 
willuMt certain powers. The Centre has aO along trsed to 
afford all facilities to sportmg organisatHins and tu sports 
people. Hut all wc have dont' is tu spend money. There was 
no way wc could ensure that these funds were property 
utilised", she adds. 

OrK* way out was Operation Excellence. Ihis is the name 
given to the kmg list uf guidelines prepared by the sports 
iniiustry so that the Sports Authority of India fSAI). ^lorting 
federations of different dtsciplines. miUtandmg cuadM and 
sport spc'rsuns can work together towards achieving better 
results i» the 199(l Asian Games tu be held m Keqing. Chna. 

But XhK’ response 1u the guidelines have, at b^t. been 
mixed. AU fedcralicns have welcomed the mcrease ia fmancial 
benefits proposed. These benefits relate lo grants for staging 
nntKinal cranpetitKAb at all levels as also to incTeasc' wi muncy 
allotted (or naargtng cosch^ camps for differenl discipline^ 

However, W'ry few disciplines have agreed to accept (he 
guidelini'S with regard tr> selectkm procedures. Operatkin 
Kxivllence contains several conditions for the payment of 
grants. Kor exHoipk*. it stipulates (hat aB se te ction aiiniul* 
tecs should have a representative of the ^x>rts federation 
ciHtccnu'd. along wdh mic each froio Ihc Indnn Otympic 
Ass<K:ialinn (lUA) and SAL as well as a former inlemationa] 
pl. Ver o1 that game—lo be nominated by the government— 
and llw national coach. 

Most federations liave refused to accept these guidelines, 
ribjecimg that (hey would, m effect, have no say m the 
tk4i'citun uf eillwr the national coaeh ur the players for the 
cuiirtiing camps and con^eiitiuM. 

'I'hese guidelines were fonnubted on the bas« of (he 


natkxul nports pohey adopted by ParfUment in 1984. The 
poky had two baste objecljves: broad*basing the infrasinic* 
(ure for spurts |vtHm<ion and achieving excellence in 
competitive sports. In her foreword to Operation Excellence, 
published on 1 March. HM8. Margaret AIva wrote: "Various 
steps have been laken fur creatitk the nerescary mfrastruc* 
lure required for sports developm^t.” 

"In an effort to improve (he standard of sport and tu reach 
excellence at intemaiional competitive levels, the govern* 
ment lias been in nxtsullalion with the state governments, 
(he lOA. the sports federalmns and emiiwni sportsperMins. 
The debates k ParUamunl that followed ihu perfonnance of 
(he Indian I'ontingent in the S«<iul Asian Games and the 
reports of the expert gntups that were ser up lu study all 
issues involved in the preparation of our teams fur interna* 
tkmal participaiion have helped us in putting together these 
guidel^s..." 
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Despite their Uudable ofaiectives. the guidelines have net 
been welcomed in the sports arena. Sports admnstrators like 
V.K. Malhotra of the Archery federation. I.S. Baidr <d the 
Table Tennis Kederatinn of India and several others have not 
only aired their jpievances but have decided to contest the » 
govenune fit's directive once the Seoul Olympics are over. | 


T he 6ssati8iaction of the federations with the govern* i 
ment’s guidelines is. however, only one side of the 
picture. On the other hand ia the i effect of sportspeople 
getting too much, too soon. Sport in India, is overwheirrungly 
amateur, Kor a king time there had been pressure frm 
several quarters to grant more incentives to sportspeople. 

When the government started funding players in deferent 
ways, the situation hanged dramaiKaUy. Owr tiK bat two 
years, several sports persons have grown ridi. ?.T. I'sha. 
for example, has accumuSated over Ks 12 lakhs from 
endowments, grants, gifts and prtae money. Some of the 
others have also come mto a great deal of money. 

How has this new found affluence affected them? In most 
cases, it has given them a sense of cnnhdnce n themselves, 
but little of this confidence has been transferred to ihcir 
sport. The women's reby team, foe example, lias faied to 
qualify for the Olympics. Evtn individually, roost »>f the girls 
have avoided partkipaiing in att meets biHvd seleciHin 
trials, on one pretext or the other. The fire wur (hem to 
aucceed seems u> have burnt dself out with moiH gams. 
They no longer have the urge to aucceed. “1 realty don't know 
what to do about thit. But something obvioualy has to be 
' done". Mrs Alva says woiriedly. 

Actually, arriving at a balanced approach is very drfficuk. 
Incentives for outstanding perfnnnances have not had Uw 
desired effect. Or, the other hand, one cannot expect a 
aportsperson to go all out if Iw or she is not assured of 
reasons for aucceii. 

But this has to be treated in the right perspective. At the 
moment. Indu has very few outstanding t^orxvntn. Only 
when the infrastructure and bcibties are increased to 
accommodate a Urge section of the popubtkm can the country 
expect to raise a brge number cd excellent sportspeople. 

To bring about a situation late this, the Resent sports 
aet«up will have to be changed subsUntiaDy. But ties «i noi 
be possible until a cohesive. aU>pervasive set of bws that 
apply to the entire country are formubted. At present .^orts 
” pobt^s—and even emesis on sports—differ from state to ! 
state, each having the power to control the dep aiti iiei H { 
according to its own priorities i 

Once ip^ comes on the concurrent hst. both the Centre 
and the irdividuaJ states wil be able to fbrauilate bws on the 
nbject. But the important point b that if there is a conflict 
between what the Centte decrees and what the state 
stipulates, the Centre's bw wiD prevai). 

One line of thinking ia gradually emerging. Both (he 
government and the different federaenns can explm the 
posaAxlity of getting indusCrial sponsora^ for different 
branches oi sport in the country. The et^eiinefit has proved 
very -succesafid in both Japan sod South Korea, wim big 
bubneea bouses have started taking care ol indindual 
sperta—takaig responsibility (dr iffscovering and nurturing 
talent as wed as for the ntematknal participation n that 
They are also free to e xtra ct as mu^ advertising 
ndeage as they can from the sport And. in thfo endeavour, 
the buaineaa house Is helped ^ both the tpotxt federation 
omcerDed and the government 
r It b time for some cool but hard thinldng on the subject of 
apom precootian. And. by everyone coocenud. 
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( 2 lltorcfe.»A 9 rtf) 
Good BWUlS you DO 
the linanoal Irorii flvs week. 
dusinessfTten must noi 
he$iTa(e fo ute novel 
fneihods Iheit bu&neae. fteiy on your 
intultiorr. You w4i reap it>e benefiti ol your 
pp»i investmeme Those in service musi 
keep iheir lerrper under control Propress 
mey slow down towards the and oi irie 
week. A loumey is in Ihe cfling Welch your 
hesHh. A friendship with a member ol Ihe 
ppposiie S4A IS likely 

datti; 19. 2l and 22 
Lutty eeihPars: &, 6 and 9 
NveunMa eirecllan East 


m 


TAURUS 121 April. 10 Miyf 
This IS a week ol eiceiieni 
oroioecis Businessmen 
ere eOvised to eKOend U>«ir 
investinenis and enier mio 
new deals A secret sssociai>or is Meiy lo 
be ol great help Follow your hunches 
Windfall gairti are Nkeiy your siars loreeesi 
a very lucky lime linanc aily A tourney >S 
irkeiy towards Ihe end of me week 

Bead Oalst; 20. 22 and 23 
Urcky aumben: 6 7 and 6 
FivoersNs direction' North 

6CMINI (21 Mev - 2S 
JeasjTnis may turn oui lo 
9 \ be a lavourabie week pro* 

r f/ jfR vided you steer dear oi 
legal mailers Friends and 
relatives will heto to make t^s a very lively 
and busy week The dcmesi'C (rent will be 
Iree of problems However, the protession* 
al front may r>ot be aiiogeiher o'omisi^ig 
progress will be slow Those looking for s 
I0b may have to wen lor a whik before they 
lind suiiabte work Patience is s must 

Gofld dsiss; ie. 20 and 2 i 
LMky numbers* 3. 4 and 6 
Ftvounbis diracllen' Wssi 

CAHCCR (21 June 29 Jury) 
Don i dream about the giri 
next dour, noi ihis week m 
any case, for th« is r>o] a 
good phase for romar>ce 
Attend .10 your work instead and pay 
atter>lion to the rnmutasl detail. Keep your 
employers and those m aumoriiy m good 
humour. However, problems on the pro* 
fes&onst froni.wili be solved A pieesani 
surprise awaits you ai the weekend A 
ieiler may bring good hdings. 
fieed detn: 2i. 23 and 24 
UttV MmNri: 2. 5 and B 
NvMrMit dKecimi: Souin*we$t 


LEO (21 My — 21 Ao^ 

^ IS rtoi a very hicky 
week, laws Jits tnd oabts 
gVM *e «ni cause you s great deal 
^ aniuety. You |Ve 001 hke 
ly to.lmo an easy sokrticn to your proorems 
Your efforts m» rw bear axpected results 
Oo noi be fl«heartened A word of adv>c« 
do not make hasty dedsror^ regardmg 
mailers of the heart The health of a lamtiy 
member may cause some amdety Do not 
be unduly a'armeo no bereavements are 
(orecesi 

Beed daces: 19. 20 and 22 

LMty MAbtm; i . 2 and 4 
Fevaerabla dCrsctter South 






MABO (21 AagsU . 29 

tspCiibirl Provided you 
follow Ihe golden nAe o* 
nenher borr^ng nor Ier>d* 
mg you are kkefy to eryoy a 
tsK rneasme of success Earfy gams vni be 
(OAowed by losses dunng me pecemd half 
of me week. A word of advtce evo*d 
quarrels ei ea cost they w« be hermfut for 
you m the long run 

Boed daces: I9. 2t end 23 
UNlty aesibers: 2. 3 and 4 . 

FavMrallt Honh-eesi 

UBBA (21 leg i tiatef . 29 

OdiBar) Trust ydur mfud«on 
and business acumen ar>d 
you will be able to solve 
your fmenciaf problems AH 
metiers ol busmess «ni progress sieed*fy 
end wiH pick up speed by Ihe end of the 
week However, s word of edvica fry to 
avoid sudden changes Trxs le not e 
week lor romarKe so do noi pm your 
hopes 00 the recently developed 
lr<endshtp. 

Beed dfCer 20. 22 end 24 * 

Leaky M«ban; 7. 8 and 9 
FavaoraBla diftcciee: West 

SCOANO f21 Oslebar . 2D 
NeviANr) Lovers n>u$i gel 
ready for a week ol lun and 
rnernmeni However, this is 
also a week of good oppor* 
tunit>es on the professonaf front Try to 
strike a balance betw e en fun and work. For 
Ihe luckier opes, a promotion i^nol unhke 
)y Susirvessmen must push irieir affairs 10 
the utmosi Tour financial posmon wM 
improve remarkably A fourney is m ihe 
otfing. The home Irooi wiH be peaceful. 
Beed dates: is. 19 and 20 
imkt Hiffbert: 4. 6 and 6 
FavoumbM dlras d ee; Nerih 


BAQimAfUS (21 Bovsmbar 
^ 20 Dtcimbir) A wc^ek pi 
mixed fortunes swaiiF* you 
A secret mailer ol Hie heaii 
IS kkefy lo come to an end 
causing you Some distress However, do 
noi get depressed lot things are Duund 10 
brighten up soon. Notable success on the 
hnancisi f/orit win enable you lo rnake 
pui chases you have been warning to rnake 
for a ior>9 lime Women are likely 10 acquire 
dolhes and ornaments A word of advice 
do not squander your earnings. 

Bead detH* 22 . 23 and 24 
Lucky natnairs’ 1 3 arid 5 
FivetirM dlrecIM: Easi 




CAPAICORH (21 DaeimMf 
— 20 Jaeearyl This mghi 
turn oui to ba a good week 
provided you keep a sharp 
watch on vour heatih The 
domestic front wiH remain paacafui A 
recent friendship IS likely 10 lead 10 meat* 
cuiabie losaes Rely on your relatives 10 
rielp make your plans succeaaTui Avoid 
conirovarsiea 

Bead dates: 20 . 21 and 22 
iwakan; 2. 6 and 9 
PeroariDle diracilea: Norm west 

AOUARIUS (21 Jiiwary.20 
fabmiry) Ihis week sue* 
cess awaits creative artists 
and mieiiecruBis Your sue* 
cess 1 $ likely 10 arouse 
MStOuSy and hoeulily among your col* 
wsgues, but do noi be alarmed Tact is all 
that you need 10 deal with me situation. 
Financiatlv. this is gomg to be a lucky week 
However, your gams will be offset C> some 
heavy expienoiiurc thai you have planned 
to unoenake 

Bead ditis le. 23 and 24 
lacky nameiri, 6. 8 and 9 

Favparibla dliecHaa; Souih ensi 


>iTS 

^ f ^ A 


PISCES (21 February . 20 

hfarebi Your boundless 
energy ano arnbiiion will 
bring you success Howev* 
er 00 not strain yoursoU 
unnecessarily A secrei mailer wli prog¬ 
ress and you vnir be beneiiied by voung 
people. Exeici$e tact and paiience <n deal* 
mg with your elders A new lrier>dshic> with 
a member o< the opposite sex r. m me 
oflmg. whrch may blossom into romance. 
Keep a sharp watch on ypur health 
BaN Mas* I9. 20 and 24 
iKky sembers 3. b and 9 
F«ve«reble dtrsetie s ; Wesi 


Star fmtMn: ?\nn ^ 

The Leo woman likes 10 khow where she stands Tne unprediciabfe Pieces man who ai krT>es reciprocates her 
generous Wye and shuts himag K off ai other iirnte. writ throw her oif batance m raa lum. ha wHf be irriiaied by her wiio - 
aociak&ng They mmi arnve ai a comprom*se through patience er^ under itahdmg 
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Foi^ttenRoop 


Itl-year cilrl hil ilx' 
headlines in death bs( year, 
lehen ofl 4 Scptemlwr. sJri* 
jumped on tlM* fuiHTal pyre <if 
herhushafkd. kcMip Kanwar 
becanK‘o rcv<T«rd iiKxkTn* 
day Hitti, and obs<’uri* l>eora* 
Is m Ixgiiik' iIv 

most talked Mb'M 
the country, hr(stlin>! with 
ioDK liTH'M ol pilpTtnis ,iml 
newsnten, 

liui a year ih ahaiji; tniH*. 
K<m)|> Kariwar’^ bkizinit (V‘«*d 
is already a dislanl itienK>ry. 
I’bi* wlik h WHS 

by ;6WOTd*wii*ld(nk 


SAH iji 






Xtn 



fit 


Kajpnl youde^ around 1 hi» 
lime last year, ih)w wears a 
devrted look, except for the 
few otficers of the Kajasthiin 
Arnted CnnslaUilary posted 
to pieveiil a sat/ »>e/a <»i 
Koup Kail war’s death 
annivei sary. 

Like tlx* fadin>; imnix>ry of 

KtxipV jMitt. tlH‘ I loll I canopy 

over the .sr/u/is in tativr» 

and it« colour faded, And all 

llial renwia'' is a p.issiix>: 

thou^ld tnr th<' young girl 

who died tindiT invsterKina 
• 

ciifunistrtiH'es. 


Hasty claim 


! Q 

j k'h( ^la si \c findings h:i vc< a 
I way i if not giniip iini bil* 

I k iigrd. harrlv tw<i wveks 
, .tfii'i Dr Vi'da\'VHS. an I.AS 
I I >t IK Cl. Is \i I «Tcat cil rip|}li*s 
' Willi Uiscbinitluit iK'lMd 
' tooiiditu, nussnn: trisfcA.is 
' ol ihi' r.Vfa, at.u lauiti 
novciisl. Dink,II lo^hi, 
lUtSCiSOv out WrtllcVHklKV 
Uiat II T lw.vi IK' |h> 4( h.id 
eXisK'ti cvciuarlk'i 


Joshi ha5 produced a (iita 
with 74S ver^b in Gujarati 
whH'li waa translated by 
Acharya Cluraniuiha and 
published in 1941 by'theSrce 
Hhubancriwan feet h nf Gon • 
doltriwn n Gujarat, lie pro¬ 
duced another book, pub- 
fidvd 3t) years later by L)r 
l^ H. Ibinl 81 Mamthf, which 
t<x> K'i Hitaii ltd thi* 45 verses 
'found* by Vedavyas. 

It raiw ap|K*arx ihai the 45 
vi'rsea in conlcfrtKm were 
dropped from the standard 
(iitF probably because they 
were akfli lu Huddha's 
teacliino, und aho Imhiwv 
A di SankArat harva wrote his 
commcnurics«in only 7iiu 

uMiRS. 

Perhaps Dr Vtdavyashad 
made Um) hasty a daimf 



Offthemap 


I heisbndha&dis* 
appeared' 'I'his could wvD be 


H headline n the ruit loo 
difttani future. With severe 
MX L’ri;aion«'ChiilQa GoDapU' 
lam. an island oA the Andhra 
Pradesh coast, nught aonn 
find iiacif out of the map of 
[ndm. About 5Utl hectares of 
caeuanna and cxKonut trees 
have atready btsm washed 
awHv by powerful under cur* 


THIS INDIA 


•CALCLfTTA! A aubdnrtaionil Meimafeon oTkem o* Chan- 
dannjgar in HooQhly dlttiet feRapediy iucPonM Hip 

nahonai ftap aieno 4nih ottar eouipmenl. The eoun 
naa diractad iha Miwi maQiaMia or HoognV ^ hoU an 
iriQutry AO Iha incidafH—Tha TaidprapA fP,C. Smha. 
Ciieunj) 


•AHM^DABAO: A buH <n an anampt ID oat aoma food 
andad up on the larfaca ol a Ihra a iWayaa bukdino *h dw 
Ufa tnauranca Co^pofaiton colony in iha N»w«ur tm. 
Tha but was annetad lo iha tfwd floor Dy aoma paopia 
who oHarao H (ood. Howavdr. afiar flmaJ^ tha toM, H 
oouid not daacand iha dooa, and maiaad cambad on to tN 
teiraca. Fi<e br^gaba par a onnat ware aummonoe ana attar 
a long struggle, the buB wta Oiought down— The Trmas of 
frUNKOharmesh. New Dffhil 


abOMSAY ir>auniqua modua epMndr. a haipAgrim mad 
10 smuggle gold m a jug containing holy walar Acbng on 
prior trdormabon. oikoM of the aa mMigenca unit 
datainad ihapaaMr>gar «eio an<M kom Jeddah, and 
paaaadMawawriugihrMJohiAX rayinaehina CorKaaiad 
m The tharmocKHa packittg waia gold bars wofth1>^4.47 
Mh»*-7he fkrifa of thdfi (ftyaash tera. *A 1 Sidbdfl 


WMia t«» w atwattM*'am 


rebef measures. But 
whether man will win thle 
battle against nature remans 
to be seen, 


rents. Vdkigvrs are under¬ 
standably worried abcnil their 
bite with the island (King the 
alaniang prospect of brn om* 
ingcxiinci. 

The lounsin department, 
Uh». is worried because the 
isLind attracts more than 
fi. IMI vKiti^s cvi^ry yx^ar. 
1’hc kish green vegetation 
Cixqjlcd with (he lihie waters 
of t lie Kay of Hcngal lias 
madt' Chinna GoUiipaUm a 
hni spot lur tourists. 

I nan effort lowinihe 
hatUe agaensi nature, the 
villagers have undertaken 
deforesialHm o«i a large 
scale. 1’rees arc being cut 
ruUiles^ to form embank¬ 
ments to prevent the land 
fnxn being washed away. 

The isbndV authonties have 
ahu asked (he Centre for 


A workofart 


Did Wajid All Shah, who 
left Lucknow to reside m 
Calcutta til! his death in 18d7, 
bring a transenption of the 
Holy Koran which was writ¬ 
ten by the court scribe his 
great grandfather Ghazi*ud< 
dm Haider who ruled Oudh 
from 1814 tn 18^? The rare 
manuscript which is 158 
years <ild, today forms part 
of the detection of one 
nf the oldest families of Ca)- 
cuita. The in inisculaiely pre¬ 
served manuscript in two 
volumes was written In 1820 
by Amir-ud'Daula, a contem* 
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A psgs rrem Hw rare Koran 


porary ol the two famous 
court poets of Oudh, Mir 
Babbv Apia and Miraa Sala* 
mat All Dabir. 

The transcription in Arabic 
IS in red while the one in 
Urdu IS ui black. The 
beautifully decorated docu- 
nier ton rice paper is profuse¬ 
ly illustrated with motifs and 
fkinil designs. 'Hie opening 
pnge, aninTocationtoAll^ 
is a great work of art with 
gildodwurk aU over. The 
buok is H feast for the eye and 
a rare apedmeit of the an of 
calligraphy. 
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T he Kanialaka jamia Har* 
ty ru) longer appears to 
be riven by dissent. I'he 
theory n that chief minister 
S.R. Bommai and dissident 
leader RD. Ueve Guwda. 
old friends in the Opposilam. 
have struck a deal tu keep 
Ramakrishna Ifeirde out of 
riw picture. The two si'em to 
have mude up their nunds not 
to nuke any references to 
former CM HejEdv dunnp 
speeches at public functions. 
Ihtsenling a united front. 
Bommai and Gowda feci, is 
the most effective way to 
neutralise Heirde's rcpuia* 
tion fur holdmjc ttie party and 
jtovemment luRether. 

With Hr Stibramaniam 
Swaniy on the rampa^re after 
ttie telephone tapping scan* 
dal that fot ced Hegde to quit 
and the esvr-hiikng attempts 
to form the .Sanuijwadi i:>naia 
L>al, it IS believed that the 
ftmner CM and his supp<»r* 
tens Mill be obliged lo quit 
the paity dtlogethci* and furtn 
9 new parly. According lo 
the new theory, this wc/Jd 
suit Bommai nod Gowda. As 
party chief Ajii Singh said. "If 
anybody (re^ Hcgde) wants 
to quit, how can we prevent 
Hr 


T here have always bet*n 
frictions between the tv* 
holy tmty which nilos the 
tiny Onion Terrii:iry ol I'ofi' 
dicherry, the CongrcssfD's 
last bastion in the south. But 
relations between the Irio— 
chMri minister Kamoq Man- 
car. PtCll) presidmi V. 
Shanmugam and health 
noniHier Kannon—have nev¬ 
er U*en so bad 

Kannan was the hot 
favourite for chief inims- 
lerslup three years aigu and 
his fnendshp with the AlC 
C(l> general sverrtary G.K. 
Moopanar, everyone 
thought, was enoufdi to se¬ 
cure hai) the scat. But then 
Mancar. shrewd business¬ 
man and poklictan (hat he is. 
pipped his younger nval t<i 
the post. The ci s npn jmn w 
formula had Kannan being 
allotted the number i wo pusi* 
tion m the Cabmci and ^n- 
mugam. the K.'C(lj lead* 
ership. Kannan was also pul 
in charge uf the territory's 
Youth Congress. 

It was an uneasy arrange¬ 
ment and strained under the 
tesi. But now things have 
gone from bad to worse with 


MiHcar:(haftaWthaa b«oun 

the appoinununf of a new 
Youth O mgresa chief (Balan) 
in place of Karuian. A move 
inasternunded by ihicf nwus* 
ter Mancar wIki argued be¬ 
fore the Centre tn favour ^ 
the one • man H me-post for¬ 
mula. 

Mark'sr's hands have been 
St lengthened now. having 
won oviT Kalan to his lude. 
But Karuun was set on hav¬ 
ing his bm k. He lent support 
to a demand put forward hy 
V. Shanniugam that a yant 
ermutvttec of senior party- 
men be formed to (oslens- 
ihlv) work for asirdinaliog 
tlw puhews of (he gervent- 
ment and (he ^riy. Like all 
pfdihcal decisions made 
Ihtrw days, the cumposKkm 
of the sur-member convnit- 


•ofiNMl tMhwid Dm Oowda: UurylnutfwtwiaMi 



DECCAN DIARY 


MAHAKUMSAKOHAM 


lee was decided ii> New l>e* 
Ihi. And Mancar has luuivd, 
to hischagm, I ha I it nH’iudcs 
Shai imugvn himself and i mo 
of his staunch supporters, 
lYikliCdl intrigues m this little 
Uiunn Temtory may Ik* in- 
I'oiiHeiiut'ntiai but (hoy prom- 
Lse to be even nuve interest¬ 
ing in the days to cimte. 

Hegde: Out in 
the cold? 


T he campaign again si (ht* 
DefamalKm Bill all over 
iht‘ iiHjntry has iiK*ant un- 
favourabk* iHihlicity fur for- 
ini*r Karnataka chief minis¬ 
ter. Kamakrishna Uegde. 



Hepoe: pressing pfobiwne 

Hurmg anil Bill demunstra- 
tiom in Bangalore. i<»urTKil- 
iftls and press employees 
'•ud'it-nly raised slogans 
against Hegde's controver¬ 
sial Freedom uf the f'ress 
and Legislators’ Bills. He- 
mrinsirators stopped chief 
inimsterS.K, Bommai at the 
entrance to Raj Bhavan and 
screamed slogans against the 
Kegde Kills. The Hegde 
kiyalist of yore disarmingly 
prtMnised lo take buck the 
Bills if the press found them 
objecltonablc. Cynical jour* 
natists see in the event two 
blows against Hegde^not 
only the press but alao a 
fumier staunch supporter 
seem to hive turned ajfinst 
him. Now Bommai dec^ret. 
*’l sn for unrestricted free¬ 
dom of fhe press." ■ 
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Move over tFS 
officers 


T in liK' 

IAS \\.»l Ih'H 

lKii{iJin>{ M|> 'dhI 
i( w;i>. Uu.\\W lr> 

oK'vi. iIh JVifiw MiHKkrs 
Mv rrnwHi 
l<M IIk’II Jusf 

wlu*M IAS A*<Sf« UllHHI 
kul (In i<l< <1 hi nlvKil 

iIk u>iiluiiiril Mi(UhU>li \A 

IJ'S .iffiuc* ihhi tlv 
Miiiii«U I ^ iillM t' iiMriKi <i 1 
ollMviv Hi [Ih* Induih ArliiH 
ni'.inuv* Strvia*. Kjijiv 
< iaiullM cic« idril «ii> thv 
<ulvK'i' iH two imiiMrrs 
tlMf nil Miou* II S '<ir>ci*fs 

wmikl Ih' ii|itN«ntril in hi> 
4i{lii n 

rih' I’riiiir 

iillii'n IS aln Milv iKit'kvil wilh 
11 MOV vX'lfS ollrtvrs 
Unm ki Y i>iM<ls nf joini 
MiiniiHV m- Ih'IiI tiv 0 
l',nlkisjiuith>'. K.iiin” Sen 




ariit Miini Shsmknr Aiyar 
:ill |«iiei|^i scurvier men. Ra|iv 
imnisterijl col> 
k%i)'iK’s M ihdl iflw lufiher 
<’xp.*)rals hi< s (*1 up hr should 
iiriw nxlw 1 IAS n^icers, whn 
kio»w Tat innre ahuut ihe 
piidihiiis ri| nirjl India, hav* 
uiK worked m rermilv srea^ 
ol ilu' i;MjniTy. than IPS 
oriKvTs wh(» Slay abroad. 
And H that does not provf 
iImI It IS iIm' IAS uflievrs who 
•ne ihi* rtKire deservmjs. 
liuriiiK Jawaharfal Nehru’s 
jnd Indira Oandhi's times. 
IP'S iiffici'n were kepi away 
lioAi IhiK hish (rffhv.'' pnuit.s 
out an lodMOtant Indian Adnu- 
fUkirahve Service pvfwn. 

Ambitious 

Congressmen 


A IuImI I hat narM Crm* 
irr<‘^snH’i> cannot M'vm 
to )rri»w' nut o( i* to approach 
tlw 1*1 line MiruiiUf whenev¬ 
er nml wlk*reYer they can. 


MaMSneflMrAfiW: 

aw Ml or the IPS 
otiieere M aw P« 0 ^ 


i 







OhuleMNaeiAaadpefOend Aiwnd 9*wma ell tor the PH 

An antbitbuK prAticiadi in (he with their discuswoiis. The 
rulinj? party bi always sinvinii ineflinj;. which was sup* 
tu sinm' his.lKT Cace to the ptined to be a whole'day 
l*M or. belter siiH. exchan};!* affair, came roan abrupt imd. 
a word with him. — 

A Ytiuih Congress! 11 mcvl iwaa* m h2ft 

was heW on U August. rampuiinnw 

Amung those who attended it pldC0 
were Jayanti Natarajan. 

Suresh i'achauri. Sarfraz ' 



1^ pre*(Hyni|)ic intemi* 

i l tional athleticH meet on S 
and h September was a great 
I show, 'rfie Congressfh lumi- 

j narK's were ill present, ea- 

gpr to hv HM^Kiated wilh the 
events I'nme Minister Ka^v 
Uindhi, hoine minisler Hula 
Singh, sports mimsier Mar¬ 
garet Alva, Suresh Kalmadi 
xni his wife. On the first day 
of Ihe meet, defence miniS' 

^ tei K.C. I*nnt whu absent 
. Kut hiP son. Sunil I'ant. toe A 
•his place on the dais, clad m a 
khjdi kuri^ and pyji^nja. 

Sunil I'ant twho. as has 
been sanl earher in these 
columns. IS desperately 
trying to gel a toe*hold in 
pr^ics through his fathers 
was a member of the com- 
imilee responsible lor orp* 
Tusing the event. Snreah Kal* 
madi, the I’M in charge of 
organising the meet, had 
given in lo I’ant Junior's per* 

I sislent requests and uKluded 
Sunils name <Mt the convnit- 
tee. (hi the first day. ihe 
vouiig iiuin sat m his father's 
seal, savouring his new¬ 
found impoiifince. But when 
Sic tried lu get too ckise to 
the 1*M. secuniymeti pushed 
hmi back and askeu him to 
stay wliere he was-<A his 
seat. A perlen example of a 
man being put in his placed 


.<UviH‘d. IBiubdni’SW’ar Kali¬ 
ta. P.P. Kny, Mamma 
Honeryee. Anaiid Shamui and 
AlCCdJ general secreiaiy 
llhukini NaN Aaad. 'IIk' I’M 
came at U) iini and k'ft at 
liKMI urn. Ihinng the half 
hour ilut he s|a*iU at the 
eviTX'ooe st'enu'd pds- 

sionalHy coiM*ernt*iJ abtait 
tiM' task (4 lulMmal recon- 
snwixei. Hut after hi' left. 
cMgkidy found any reason to 
stay nn. Not e<ven the pros* 
(wvt c4 a sumptuous lunch 
cindd persuade the ' ambi* 
tkius" Congressmen to go on 




































































































































































THE SEARCH FOR THE MUSLIM VOTE 






























A 




\yo 


Siril- 


V <1 new Hole 


ill iiiK'nidilondl 





BPL-S^NVD music mabers. 

At last! A world class choice 

Mono or iicrvo, cawciit r«cord«r \a 2 -ui-l. Bl’USanyo calh cW niAc Siyliah. 
I'acM 'miitk Turum Aad nirpnuniijr iffnrdaWc Take jmir pkL. ledajri 


.Mim to choott from ;_ 




i“3r 


MmJ wn 

deuckakta apcaMn let 91M 
Harao efT«u k'bMd radvi 
•tk FM EanlltM bariaav 


r 


4^p«a*«r iMoei 
•fMkaMa. 

MaMa wnm itea a 
g >iae a Ma«k« nmb 


'>1 


UaliM 

•anM4U»««i 


o 


bMtt 






CONTENTS 




COVERS! oav-ti 

TtARlWdP THE UNITY 

A rH'ri^mc^Trie<'ii)« wji \< i;iKni£ 
willkin ihr Jamia iWtv di»(} ihr 
Wlc-r rivalry bc(wv<*ri ils leiHler» 
viniuitiv •iplil tilt* (kkily II) (wa 
Wlul IMipHt'l will il kivv< 4 i 
(>pp<iMivH) uiiilv^ All iiukpti) 
n*p(wl 


SiPtClALRCfORl22 

THE SEARCH FOR THE 
MUSLIM VOTE 


BUSINESS $6 

INDIA'S GLOBAL 
LEADERS 

A number ot IndLiit (iiiii^ hiivr 
MH'ccsafuSv Killkd Tivir wav (d 
IIk* Ui l1it*n fK'kis AliaikJir 
Mtn%‘ iH iIh'di 


I SUNDAY SPORTS 66 

A GAME PEOPLE PLAYED 

\ TVht^vitiyiJIiidi.MiiMiiii^ wvD 
aixItiuH iivvrtnii a few 
(•nrfHiHMfmiif ui e '<t' ti » 

Um' ijaint* amf irs i mnani e ahvr'. 

I 







All iiiMiuslit am 

noluniA'i ciJiKvnk^i witb ''u* mnY 
Mniuhi .ihci Musliii'viiUii* 


I 

INOIJOUS30 

THE FRAME-UP 

A month aftrY hi* whm acquitted by 
the Supreme Court, Halhir Singh 
talks abuui t)K> Indira Candiu 
ii$<tU)i«inalion 


BOOK EXTRACT 40 

A VIEW FROM THE FIELD 

Imran Klun recalls the humihaung 
experience and the memorable 
moments of the IWH* SI and the 
1982- 83 Test senes afiamsi.India 
in this extract from his book. Alt 
Round V^W'. 


FOCUS S2 

C AUGHT. mON TAPE 

'The Shiv Sena's grand plans to 
plant a saffron Hag stiip the 
Mantntavi in Bijmbeyare 
exposed by an Independent 
councillor. 




14 



COMMENT 
Opinioo 4 
ByUoeMJ. Akbarb 

Gotalp Sweet end SMr Khushwant Singh d 
Ob the Uee Kid^ Nayv 10 
Sight BBd SouDd 9 
BuftlMseDlirySZ 


OTHER DEPARTMENTS 

DeceeaDierrHl 

DdblDUry^ 


Cpvw trfBpgK Wrfe i of Owndra Shdthar 
and Maiftu Uandivate by Aahok Vahw, <4 Apt 
Smghby IMmBWiaynerandorR.K. Hej^ 
byK Pmaif ' 



PflOFll I 74 

RAJIV’S LEGAL HATCHET 
MAN 



P. ShivShanVnr, UoKin riuniHter 
for human resnun es 
drvekipnient. Il 2 stm^k hiniv 
tndispensahle Nai)V (rii^xlln 
legal IrmilieshixUe) 


NEWS 32 


NEWSWATCH 77 

QUARRIES OF 
CONTENTION 

Is Kangtadesh illegally mining 
limestone hom the quarries aktog 
tfs border with Meghalaya? An 
mvesilgatton. 

RhBia BMt fv 1 
Spotlight 84 
Sunday week rv 
Odds and Trcnda 80 































OPINION 


art quite cufnmoA. Adoption 
lit won^ oducatbn through 
the fTiedia is necessary to 
save postency from sodal 
decadence. 




Political murdor? 

I ivHtI wdlMiiUtrst tiK* 

tcfv ( Ih'iMiliiH “ (•tiimnk-r. 
i |d^('|lUMMltcr). Vw 

phHUpr Ill'tlMMlttlH'Llil IS 

i’dimiH'iKliilik*, If ihry 
lo soIni* thr liiys* 
UTV. \siirH.*Kinlo 

have I : Ml 1 1 ih llir w*>ik of I lie 
iiiv<<Hhg^ihrik!ak!c*iHy 

ils liH Ui kiw its r(*<KWrs 


ft, 





eipewest 


inlormedjiMKil l\x' kahv. 

$. MvmM*. Oftnifam (Au&mt 

ftW full IS hiip|K*nmKl" poll* 
tK's m oMrciuMiirv' Koi'i*n*lv 
ir WMS K L. J.ilipivi m K.irrvi* 
wIk) was ,<l|o>«edty mi 
vdivc'd m a imiriitT: now ii is 
Siiiijay m I 'Itar 
I’liulcxh. VS'lbit dot's one call 
il 1lllM<U•r<Ml^ i>olilK's. or 
(Mriilnsoi niurdi'i f 
V.S. trw. 


Hooping tabo 

T ie cover story {Hegde’s 
itntMg^ 21—27 Au¬ 
gust) meniions that the Gov- 
envnent ot Indu maintains 
surveillance over the tele¬ 
phones of politiaans. It has 
also been stated: ’Ikml be¬ 
lieve Rajiv when he says the 
Centre does not tap tele¬ 
phones." I would Uce to puint 
out that the Goverwnent of 
Ipdia does not up the tele• 
phones of political leaders, as 
alleged in vour story. 

In this connection. 1 would 
like to qw ke what Kairv Gan- 
dit said in the Lok Sidiha on 9 
August/*.The Act does not 
provide for tappmg the tele¬ 
phones of poktical pefsunak- 
bes.. .let me assure the hon- 
hie member that no tele¬ 
phone of any pohtician has 
been tapped by us at the 
Centre." 





5( ev£M r stands by ks story 
—Edkot 


Dying without • 
cauM 

T his refers to your cover 
story (Out of step, 14— 
21 ) August). What has the 
IPKF ultimately achieved in 
Sri Lanka? Pracikaly no¬ 
thing. Sokbers who would 
have heroically 
laid down their 
hves for their 
mother 


bnd met an untimely end for 
the sake of another country. 

My brother,Satish 
Kumar Shatms. is one such 
soldier, whose death has 
only added to the long Kst of 
briliant officers who have 
bet their lives. Even d the 
sendinK of iro^ to a foreign 
country is justified, deph^ying 
personnel from the anny's 
ekie forces is absolutely riA- 
cubus. One would have feh 
so pmud if Cap! Shanna had 
given hn hfe for his mother¬ 
land. 

An oAtcer trained in cun- 
mandofiperatiuns, skydi- 
vmg, seadiving and hand-to- 
hand fighting, idxwld have 
been ^prc^nately utilised. If 
this is tlw outcome ofa peace 
mission, one wonders what a 
real war wouM be lAe.’ 


Speaking for his 


I n the report (Rag)'a 
second comirtg, 28 Au¬ 
gust—3 September), it is 
mentioned that I met the 
Prime Minister for the re¬ 
lease uf my son. Simranjit 
Smgh Mann, detained in Bha- 
gal^ jail the last four 
years. This is ent irely un¬ 
true. I have never met the 
PM for this or any other 
purpose. My son. Mann, b 
being held m Bhagalpur on 
trtBiiped up charges, and is 
being tortwed ei many ways 
inckiding keeping him in solK- 
ary confinement against all 
canons of law and human 
nghts. 


... 






AfItPM 

R Hjiv (jant^'s interview 
( VVm' tvoryday fisjiv. 

4 — in September! made in¬ 
teresting reading. Working 
!r> hours a day. sleeping kir 
onlv four hours arx] having a 




* 


Oendhl. ni M a nUM 

hgtil lunch, our I’M l(Kik:« tiK 
pu'ture <il heatih and jtu de 
X'iviv. There must be sonK‘- 
1 1 ling in k>v'eiin(l fresh .nr 
after nil, mikI of course (he 
(A>P<*Htinn. 

6.f. ItSomis. kon g mlofm 


Mack deed 

i t was certainly wrong on 
tlie fan of Hirendra Vidro 
hi to blacken the Biliar CM’s 
face especially when the lat¬ 
ter had gone to Damuha to 
console the victims of the 
massacre (An ii*Factivist 
sees red, 28 August—3 
September) However, it 
was hardly necessary to 
book the offender on Uie 
charge of an attempt to mur¬ 
der. Pertu^ the harsh treat¬ 
ment meted out to him by 
the local police shmiW have 
been enoujd). 


ft • our niver story made 
ob>ective reading. With aU 
the post-mdepi'ndente 
legj>laii(Vi on aoci*i! refnmts. 
tite' fact (hai we Indians still 
ve a life o1 false elha s 
mes Co the surtace. Cases 
luchery and adukery 
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tolhi'il couiilvv a Jr* viilui'd 
inorr 4luih (inyiMH* vls<*. 

’I'hiiH. wh(» tiy To 
Icn* with T^>c .il HtaiHlitv 
oi ihcir i'ouiurv ,iu k.'uiltv oi 
an unpardmibk' < ruin*. 

M. MwMra Mter. fktm 
iAndhr^ fradMfiJ 


• I'bc i*<»lumm5t has riMv 
rondertned Ihc* acTum d (hr 
defuncr mini si ry towards Air 
Marshal M. M. Siiijdi by dr* 
pm nxn him of tlw clvincr Ui 
br Cl Hiir A ir C hk I MarsI vd. 

In (hv vhiMcr of 'H*rvK*c' 
chiefs, tile deleiK<* ministrv, 
stnuiKvIy. luisiioi shi>wiiu* 
self to be very secular. 
FaHmar 
Thnukit 


Th# vole# of 
Tolengana 

T he decision of (he Gov- 
eminent of India to lo¬ 
cate the nuclear ptant on the 
leli bank canal of the Najptr- 
jimaiaffar is yet another anti* 
Telengana act {f^owvr topol- 
fwe. 21—27 AugustJ. The 
left canal into which tJie 
effluents fnen the power 
piani would be dumped 
serves three Telanjcana dts 
tricis. 

'{'he nuclear plajit could 
have been located in the 
coastal areas of Andhra. Un* 
fortunately, theTeluguDe* 
sam government of NTK is 
bent on est^lishingall ther* 
mal stations in the Andhra 
region and not one in the 
backward Telengana regioa 


ShakMiup 

A propos your report on 
the earthquake (Forty 
seconds that shook Bihar. 
i—10 September), if the 

Prime Mbtister and the chief 
rrnriiter blamed the press for 
escaggeratmg the death (oL it 


was not with any imeniion to 
malign the fourth estate. It ts 
a normal practice that clvef 
ministers give high casuahy 
figures t< I get maaimuni 
Onancial benefns from the 
Centre, but in this case, 
since not much political capH* 
al could have been made 
from the unexpected disss* 
ter. (he leaden were not 
keen on playing up the deal h 
5gureA. 

S^iM»ij#Sf«Mkm. eairvfai 


aulfk^Karun rule in w'lwii 
the rights uf (he jiei'pk’ wete 
»uppresm‘d in the name of 
Ubim 2u«*» griaie»i jtXTiibk* 
w«i» ihi' lumging iif Iuh iiwii 
u»r KIiuKo. 'I'hrtKJKh tlw* 
yvar». ih«* dwtaitir mc 
(‘ eeded in ^la’ngTlKtHng luni- 
sdfui the OKI of hi« 

I'ountry. 

Khifehe ea Ahm^ Pafw 
r*SMrJ 


A strong loodor 

T here can be no denvng 
ihe fac t that Gen 7.u\ fud 
established hmiseH as u fonx* 
in Paktsian lli?i w as a 1 haco 
nun rule. During (he 11 
yeat < <if his dM'(a(onal nik*. 
7je iTea(ed an enviroranem 
whereby m me dared to 
speak against him. Himever. 
I differ with those people 
whu bhndly supported Zia’s 


• /Cu x>tve I'ukKt.m (hi 
iinM'h'iKxnlcd jioIdH;!] iiml 
Lxnocmuc stalality. 1 Ulwr 
countries. <*sp(x^illy IikIvi, 
t.in Iimitmi k'uson liom 
rjKts(.'n‘s '''idUvulHri' 
•itk’mill.'v.i- , (iH’lM'lintoc 
.nuire (h.iii ,* < .liHlewilh 

i*vor>une ltUN(Mtg Ins li'iid' 
crship. 7m f. Mroiig-.inn nil** 
liiis proved Iwllei (Ikin (Ih* 
coHixliv’e k*:Kk’i'*(i4> svsiein. 

*I1h’ hiih .idomne 
India’s Oppi>MlHwi ikiilws 
w <hiM di I well to 1 like la il v * il 
(lav FiMl In 1 1 )d.iv'** Wi ^ h I. 
k*ade:» whocan give siidnhiy 


Avails By Poat (Inland) 

fta 262 lor ey«ar(S2 atuei); Rs S04 tor 2 yeva 
dOSIwues) 

M amiMl ssi*ia of Ra SO on tM newseisnd poos 


iiiaiiaiMiirfli) 

umfSSSii. 

Htt'Tlilll 


piMse dra* your domond dreiufiMM n fovour of 

AnMi aeut.PMs 


Democncy wina 

Y our repc^ (Sabotage in 
Kohinu. 14—20 Au* 
gust! is somewhat biased, ft 
is not Vamuao. Chishi or 
Jarrur who plotted to oust 
Hokishe Serna, but democri* 
cy which succeeded in oust* 
ing undvmorraOc means in 
the land. 


ISKCON devotoet 

\hii^hn» iiinl Un- i‘i*if.<. 

I- liiSc|>teMi(K*rl Lnid 
Knsliiu biidwvkgixl <i war 
apiinst injusiHC ami p<*rhap» 
il was tins inessage w'hich 
influenc'd (Ik* Kiksluw into 
prmiolmg this irligMAiti cult. 
Ohsnsnfoy 

aharteaesM’jr (OrfaMl 


Not secular 


K hu^want Singh c^ra* 
diets lumself in his col¬ 
umn (Chooafhgan airdtfe/. 
21*—27 August). On the one 
hand he claims to be a secu¬ 
larist. while on (he other, he 
makes Air Marshal M.M. 
Singh's supersession look 
like an anti* Sikh move. Was 
this the first instance of su¬ 
persession in the history of 
the Indian armed forces? 
POniffMi. StowMM 


Impropriety 

I t was curlainly injudkious 
imilvpurtofthuHigh 
Court )udgeM whn attended 
ihc inaugurutHtn nl a imr- 
rvigi* lull <Mi A working day 
(f/urisr^of <onfonrion, 4—ID 
Sepii?inlK*r) Tlte ChH'fJus* 
Ike <A India slwuk! kiok huu 
IIk* r.iatiei and take neces- 

•jiiy 

g.V. ttSMBortn, rnadrm 

<T$marsX) 

Krishna In Russia 

I t tK'oiU’mngtnknow 
llul ISKCGN was lilt first 

ri'hgMtu*! Mx’l U> Htiin idfuial 
iri'^rgmtKih in tin* Snviet tin 














Foreign secretary of a 

Hindu India 


E v< i tUr sioiy hn>k«. iiMKlinl from 

Niw.ilMrl;il Nvhnis Uisi deys has he«>n \m 
Ill iiiv' iiiiikI. Il if> a CHiniHis eiioiJid) 
(Mi^KuInrlv afii'r 1 ho late Y. 1 >. (iuikSovu pul it in 
his s|)jiiklinK irK'ittnirs. ihKsbIi* tU' itri hives. 
NoKiu. j> krrnlv i»\r^veO in Ins foroiijn nimisiry 
al tin* omi iH twi^ I’tintc nmusii rships ks at ihi* 
U'KiniiiitU' taki >14 4u<*su>ns tnsn tin* asscni 
l)hHl IKS tftrr aixtllkor oxpi»siiH>n uf his 

Wiirld V10W. Hill thf quest Kins veered mlu 
UijflU'HtK* |H>iIlk's idsiK Hjxl unv oflKvr asked 
aboul Hh' i<ioios«od iK*utnlitv <>i the bureaucra* 
I'V. ShiiuM ihe huroHueral be neutral even if. 
suy. the ^iMninunisis were vle<ied to pciwer? 
Allor iill, .y (imkinuikiM ^{ovcnmieni had tieen 
eloele<I in Kerida: so iht'orvttcallv tU e<fl)»min* 
ISIS couki always k’ voied intu power m IMhi 
l<vi. Nfliru exploded* nunmuiYsni. every<ifH' 
(cenicd ol>H(>Ksed hv < iMiirnuiiism. The real 
(bn|^'r lo hvh.i. Nehru waowd. dkl not (‘ume 
(roiti eoiiiiimriisih. bvi from i'lHixnunalisni^and 
III pnilrcuui. Ilirulu itMiirmiruibsni. All his Me 
J 11^^11:111:11 had w:iiclK*d ihss lascuM lenden^ 
make Its l>i<ts tor powt*r. and fouflht ii with 
uiii oiiiptoiiiNiti): viml. Me Ivid set'n il mflM* nx>sl 
uiie>|vtleil iilrues ok i 1 m' lki|dU’H( i.‘rhi*kins ol 
IIh* hiiteuis i.u y. Iirr iiislaike 
Atuaher <|iiiel lx‘be\t»r ik*('id«*d to icxik* <hiI of 
llHM hiseT reientlv. Mis ruinle A H. Veiikates* 
wuNiii. iH) U'.is (Ike l(•rllH*r h>req;n M'creiarv ol 
llu* (kneniiix’iit ol likUui. mie of the iibwI 
powc'kiat jhisithins ii uvil stTvani laik iHipi* to 
;itUiiik. We now h^ant (hat he Ikokls llv' same 
vk*ws as (he KSS, Nor i> i( dial he has suddenly 
coim* lo (Ins positHMl Ilk his bearvh for a polKval 
ideiklitk jfter Usni* s«Kked. Ky his own .Hbnts- 
Sion. Ikc^ sivs I ha; his suuk.H‘^(Knis when in 
servke were rejeited by 'VcuLinsIs" m the 
liulnin >:ovetiiinent. iSeeuhkrist. of i nurse, is a 
(liKv wonl. And ht‘ finds (Ik' rndependeiit India 
hi and ol 11 (uirtK iilariy imiaiiti/. 1 'i> quote hnu 
'Todav. wikai v.t raik fuid is i^i a Muahnt can 
sav ihai Ik' is |kr<w 1 rs beinq a Muslim ^ we 

.ti«('pi huu lor It, a Christian can say (lu( lie i.** 
proud (M i'einq ^ Chrkstkan and we at'eepc ban tor 
i|. I hit Ii a IhiKlii ^h’Is up iMid says that he is a 
Hindu, vmteliow Ir is a ei>nknkunalis(.”i 
We would never h.ive kikown aU dus iMH for 
(he mouthpKHe of ihc KSS, (he weekly 
ei. which ireuieil iliis cndorsemeni ii iis view's 
with front iKiqe sutus. 1*hey were reporting a 
apeech nuik* by Venkateswaran a( a gun ppofi 
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I ornitrii^ni ^fv thr N.S.S ar M9dr^» ot) 14 AukuK. 

, (lur furrrK^r lorei^n sixir^arv buitl hih wtion 
I arduiui *.hi* ilivnie. “Wheihtn wi' likt x\ (n nt. 
we arc n llimlu Inriia '* A further wnipk* 
qixmhie quizes M offered: '1 ihink it ti mnc' now 
! for ih< pcopl(' in rx^wpr to under sland that 
; doi*?i ih»i niuaji that I limlu^ have to he 

sotnefvrw iiwde to fivl that ihe*v are 

Hijvius." 

All thr* ^liilihoieihs that are the ommion 
curremy ol khe wor>i kinu ot pi (^laeuxlnts of 
the Hindu Ind^* the<>h&lt< were prewnt ui that 
xpttch, which must be vonsKlert^ the firrl 
major tininciiiiun of tlie pohtiCHl idniloKy 
Venkaleswariwi. 

If II were fusl H iiucslkm of n frusiraied 
individual lettmiz olf pulrtd steam, d be 

anulber matter, hut Venkateswaran is no kinj^er 
just an ex bureauvTat. He is a nujor playet in 
Opirosilion poJilii s, a '•tv on p(>htical platforms, 
and'-if tile ^r^rpevine is to be hebeved— V. P. 
Singh's preferred eandidaie f(,>r the South Mad* 
ras seat. However, even if the last bit wpre n«t 
true, it is liardly u secret that Venkaieswaran is 
set on a political career, ft is perfectly loicical, 
consequently, to assume chat if the Con|;;rc^s 
were replaced b}* a N^ituna) Front K<tvemmeni. 
Venkateswaran would pby a major role m the 
formulation oi the neNt government’s foreign 
policy. That, after »n. is his area Of expertise. 
One can also assume that he would no kmger be 
tranunelled in the execubon nf policy ^ Ihe 
"secularists" whi> so inhibited and frustrated him 
the last lime he wik in power. 

Are we then jeping to see. at long bst. the 
collapse nf the biparuaan cwiseruus (hat has 
marked India’i foreign policy since fndepend* I 
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A P. v*hk«tMi»artn (thee from 09 M) with a Cninew 
PilegsWo* In New PelM' bureeueret wNh N8S leeflinge 

ence? There vras a wnous alicniipi to do so 
when the janaia rame to power, but wt' were 
fortunate that Atal fielwn Vajpayw in wixe and 
able manj was foreign numster. V;j)p4vci' ran his 
departnivAt like a Jaiiatu forci|(ti iiuiiist<t»ard 
not Ute an KSS foreign rrunisiet Cnwh, iruKien- 
tally, to (he regret of a fi w hawkiti. 

One hopes that VunkateswaranV uxirvmisi 
views do not gam such itdlueiu e on (he p<ilicw» 
(g the Natemal Front, In any <a«e. Tlieie are 
sucialni and st'culv partners m the froni. to 
name K. P. Unnknshnan fr»r one. who will not 
tolerate such jobbertsh. In fmt. iN v must l>e 
dRtnctlv uncumfonahk* to diMover tlie KSS 
wotf m bureauiTat-sheep clothing. Whut Veiik- 
ateswaran's case does illustrate is the constant 
need for vigilance. In the heat of ele<'lorBl 
battles, not to menboii the lunmiil til govern¬ 
ment-by'Cumpnxiuse (this lb true i>f <ill gi/vem* 
ments. naniculariy Congn^ss ont si. Kieolugy 
tends to g^ the sh<irt slinft. hut Ibert* are some 
basics which must be kept beyoTHl the pale 
compromise. Commimalism is perhajfs l[ie most 
rnportant of these basics, (hir country catmol be 
nm as a Hindu JndA or i Mushn India or a Sikh 
India. Ii can only sunm^• ns an Indian India. 
SSlale the progentiors of Muslim IndiH are bad 
enough, the propagandists uf a Ilmdu India are 
no a threat Lo this natKm. They are lurking 
around, increasoigly confident tltat their lime 
may have come as the Congress mflic’is wound 
after wound on iisetf, and the centrist tJf^^tion 
^es licUe better. Maybe, that is why the cloaets 
have begun to open—and the most unsuspected 
flees tim oul to have been nusks.fl 







GOSSIPSWEETANDSO^ 

KHUSHWANTSJNGH 


A Kashmiri poet 


I hi'' i>.frfnis 

J V icivirtlvmSnniiieii 

/ ^ vi'Ms SAahkJ 

/ \ All trHihinK Krh 

f I zli^h ui H^milum 

I" I hi* I'n* 

V S^Jitvh. }!** h'ft 

V/Tl^ behind I wo irf l»s 

1 iHihlKiUiona to be 

iTiven In nie. 7be h 7/inub>j» 

ynd A Vbroiwh Yvikfw htee^ 
In iidilitior) be h»> three other IxhA« to 
his tci'dii, fiiHK StvfiJiurc. tn Mcnxty 
of Hi‘tf\mi Akhiar, And \nf> (Uvtor^l 
disHertation, T.S h.ttl ns tC<JiU4, Sha* 
hidV father, AKha Ashral Alh I liave 

Itnowri over thi* yi*ars when he 
teaching m the Jamia Milluih Ulainia aiid 
living in ietiit*nieiil iii Kashmir. Ife i^ 
about tite h(*si j;emui*irisl I have beard 
on anv subject and always roKrettvd that 
he r>ever put his Danuzlus in print lti« 
son is Hpprire'illy inakirix up for his stre s 
lapse* • fiv<' boi*s in his i redil before he 
IS AO. 

Agha SiMhtd Ah. a lK*llM*horn Kash* 
mia is almost unkiHiwn <is a poet in his 
homeland, lie de$<*rves to be taken 
seK<JVslv. 1 give two samples of his 
cianpositHm. Ibis ooei» emit led Todiy. 
Tnfk tsS On-up CM SDffitbfxly . 

] calk*rl infonivitHio iJesk. Heaven, 
and asked, ’'Whim is IhMansday.'” 

I was put <»n IwAd 

Through the lialk’loj.ibs ot seiii|drv 
I heard the idle of an>!e!s. 

(hell wui>ts beatinu luinuuis 
of revolts a\ Heaven. 

Then 1 heard (lames, winyts bunting, 
then only luillelujahs 

I prayed. 'Angel ‘J kive, 

Ileasc pK'k up the plHaie,’* 

Itut It was tbi‘ An>^i of l^ath. 

1 &:ikl, "Itjl me. tell 'lie. 

When IS IkKimsday?" 

Hi* answeied. "find is busv. 

1U* nev(*r answi’is the living, 
lie has m> answers Uir the deau 
lk>ii*t ever call again colk*cl " 

In unolher po(*ni L<jriviidxi’(ja/nes» ht* 
has witty*mai'abi*e iint^s like: 

'*Vou ilulleriKed me In ^'bjrad>‘« 

* I agieed. Ihis 

. would be my aylbble*cure. 


Tableau One: I beked a saucer uf 
milk. 

You cTH*d: CAT! 

TaMeau I’wo: I was stubborn as a 
mule. 

You cried' ASS! 

'I'ahleau 'Itiree; I gave you my smik. 

like a pnze 

You cried TKOPHY! 

You cnc«d' CAT^SS-l'KOPHY? 
You cried* CATASTKOPHK!* 


REQUIEM FOR ZIA 

I jm tiiiy land pleasantly i surprised 
tltai dcspile advxTsc comments m our 
media, many Indians admired (ieneral 
){ia*ul I lag. Amongst them is my life>long 
iftiend. I>r iVrm Kirpal. orKe Mscrelary 
of the ininisiry of educatsm, head of the 
cultund chviMon of UNKSCO and chair¬ 
man oi Its execuQvv board. He is 
currently cliaircnan uf Iklhi PuMk' 
SclUNils. Me aho pairHs and vmtes 
poetry. lli» puc*ni unuiled 2fnfi August 
liklA 1 $ a tnhuU' lo the late (General: 
Haiti drops iniuimg ni sUirk mufOed 
(ones 

frmn dark riouds enveloped m the 
sky 

presage a time of sadness and 
nHHinung 

fill tieui neighbour^ <il the north m 
tile boine that was iiurs. 


A|hiSMiUAi,AMMom 

t# _-i—n ...u- a -1- 

MPWInt VfWKNn 

E(«Mhlb» UiMSWm, 
baiiNitnIammM 

•PMdnHiliHMlml. 
Httemm (ebiUan 
MriMll)r.MHiU«r, 
A|hiAiMAI,iiM 
(kehMtMNiMlW 
Ihmiwfl—rtwe 
•WiKiaanpUM 
MWMwpuai 
flMWHiaRM . 
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(rnof and bbeht in the hearts uf 
ntlwrs 

are ^nsed and shared by fellow* 
heings. 

death and disaster cast thi'ir shadow 
beyond the* orbit ol those afflicted. 

. Let us join iogt'tber in this lime uf 
mourning 

and heal the wounds uf a turbulent 
past 

to live m hamiuny as free nun and 
brothers 

freed from the scars of fear and 
hatred. 

PARABLE ON 
CORRUPTION 

K.K. AgarwalofGhaaiabadhds sent 
me the following parable as a comment 
on the state of affairs of today. 

O nce upon a time there was a nch 
^amindar who hked to end his day 
by taking a bowl of whipped cream 
riMfaee before retiring kir the night. He 
had a servant whose job was to get three • 
annas' worth of maiaee from a hulwaae 
every evening. He became suspicious of 
this servant's honesty and engaged 
another to keep a watch over the felkiw. 
The two servants came to an under¬ 
standing, Instead of buying two annas' 
worth and pocketing one anna, they 
began to buy one anna's worth for their 
master and dividing the other two be¬ 
tween themselves. 

After some days the ^mindar smelt 
collusion and hired a third servant to 
keep a watch on the other two. I'his 
rime the three of them came to an 
understanding whereby they divided the 
Uiree aimas between themselves. At 
night they smeared their master's mous¬ 
tache with white paint. Next morning 
the zammtSnr spoke angnly to his ser¬ 
vants. "I got no mai^ last night. 
Why?" The servants protested that he 
had and showed him a mirror which 
showed the white on his moustadie. 

Agarwal goes ofi to comment: “]n the 
first decade of independence only 25 per 
cent ci India was corrupt: in the 
second. SO per cent; in the third. 75 per 
cent andjn the fourth,100 per cent Now 
we enter the decade when a white 
smear on the mouaUche fnolo cite people 
that they have had their desiert."ft 
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SIGHT AND SOUND 





A weak min kk« our Pnme Minhier 
cm be vervdafiiieroui whm 
threitenad. 

P. UkNma, Tehigu Denm MP 

ii a petulant ddd md the 
Detenite Bffl ii a Dantfntadon <A hn 
petubtMc. 

LX. Apvank. QJP president 

I do aotntefld w many the preii. Se I 
donotwootbepreee. 

S.11 Bmmai. XinatilEi chief nvmtee 
I dab*t know Ifltkere en zbu leaden. 

Bwi we euei wy we an Adi niadten^ 

ftniekwiHwa ftKtM^'ipaer Jtowoh 

''tady^aMear 




ii^tu4npk>«f{i 
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IVIr Dev) Lai had <iniy asked me to 
traniUte n Hcndi what I had said m 
Basbsh. 

K.P. UNMKiisMNAS, CD (bf Nstionsi 
Ftcot's ‘*tet^Dgu»ge''fdanai» 

ScDiibam is Bee a hmliercfaief tbit a 
used to wipe a nmnd poli^ 

V.P. S 1 N 6 H. /as Mxvte Jeader 

Vl^hen the Prm hledater has no 
CQDcen « afl far the people of Assam, 
sHiy should W^cWosuster, ru^ 
torecetvehM 

Pkafulla Makamta, Assemdaef 
fotoster 

My Goafatfteck to Coofmed) wA 

BK bBk «D Mod ddfartm to the 

pty> Ign jw^tdfpf kuheacagi 

Aft. knvur. taMrAMunaM 


e have created an environment 
where people make a caieer cut of 
efc e tmjt problems. I want an environ¬ 
ment wh^ people make a career out €f 
solving problema. 

SaMPiraooA. teeftoofc^adviser to Che 
PmeMrusier 

Ittbeir (Left Front's) slogari is "Rjqiv 
hsteo". ours is baobto 

SusASH Ghisu^h, GNLFpresident 

^A^hcm do I hsve to impress wiib my 
s mart ness ot mtefegence? My aud^nw 
] can assure you that they are quite 
happy seeing me on the screen. 

SxioEvi. Slmsctress 

Twenty mmutes are not enougL How 
onyousayanythingfunnirinSUml* 
rwtea>by the nme you establish the 
bero'i diiracier and the altuatfan. tttne'a 
up. rdhk^moretm. 

R.IL Iaxuai^ oahhaaM Wigletf 






ON THE LINE 



Finding a foreign office boss 


T ill inilllNtl'V <rl < XlrnU'l Ht 6 uT> »S 

liKikiM^ lni ;i 'p*'* rt'lMrv 

K I Vs, NUimmi, ih( MH'mMU’Rl. 

n iiri K nvw M.iti’h tlbii tv i( tx* sur¬ 
vive. (ill then. l*iniK’ MtiiMvr Kiijtv 
(liirulfit v iiiiiK’iiMKisiU’ss, which 
tin trstpulMkriiil Mi iMin's |trf<kvi ssi>i. 
A. I' W hk.itiaivl ahii^Ki rv- 

sltllvcl Ml Ml’nipH ' own OXll NtaiH’linK* 

lull k 

S.K. Jixhii'p iimlut'isKkir ifi 

Isliitii.tlMil. I** I hr loprnMiHi rUinwnt. Inil 
Nalw.ti Siiiuh. (Ih ’iiiiHslrr i»f shilr lor 
li If riuii alMirs has aid I h<i( ^i lonj; <>•* Ik* 
I'MlIhr himL!iM«llhr. S.K. SniuhiaMiinl 

Mli*|i III 

<M MHHM'. Nat war SinKli ts iKit thi* 
|jnw<'t hi’ w.is. N.irasintlia Kao. im 
li'MiinMiu (o dw rxTirrwI .iFtairK 
(IV, K«x till liMit In Ni 4 «'. N.iiWAi Sui^h 
UM<ho striih all o\« I ihr iiHinNir>. raov 
III li niK tn lohlirH’ hiniNcU (o his rmiin 
’hk irhirv. Ik’iimv m«pT favr (Ix'LikI suv. 
Ami K.K. 'Irwiin. anMlhcr AKi^rtisivi* 
Miim^lci Ml sfatr in llu' hrrt’lkfii iiffH'i*. 
<i)r|x>.irs In likr S K Sirijjh. 'llK*fclf*fc, 

I III’ Win (toni N.iiwar Sin^li irviv bi* 
oviTfulnil hv Trwan's sii|)piHl. 

iVn .iiinthri hnrilli', althiHixh cH>t in* 
suiuviuiiLihh, Ik’it S.K Sin^h f;HVs r> 
Mi|HnaiiiMM(HMi: Ih' irliri's ih’XI vrai. II 
hr |v viivin I hr loiriuii smt'larYslHf), hr 
Will Id kivr In U* knw’fi an rxIriisMm. 
*1 In’*' Is mil lautstal m IIh U irripi ofTn r 
Mriiiin s ti’MUir (H'i*n rKU’iKk*il hikI 
s<i was \ riikaIrsw.'iiunS 
jimmi In S.K. Siiiyh is A S, Ikid* 
silvrs Kill Ik' lias .1 rr|Hi(M(kMi o| rw'vei 
(Inna*, wiiliiu* nr utirnnx anvlbinij which 
will 1 ak'h altriiTKiii Ih is a }(ihmI (K*is<jn. 
hill lhai I** ill 

So. il (/niisihrs lb niil. i( IS iiny'body’s 
’ss a s t<»n! HI wifl fill 11 ic hi’rth. Ashok 
Ihih. thr ii|*hi iimlKT for ibc* lorcien 
srnniai\>hi|). will Ltvr rHifed by file 
(ni> (hr vacancy aris* s :nid so wiK a few 
nlhri . who iiu^tlU K'lvr brrn csmsideferL 
Likr all vivkrs, (Ik* Indian Koreyoi 
Srtvur ha' luxf iin hni^ UTiii persiiec- 
livt Tkii tlM*>( Is .I ;i,ivk’rty of (ak*nl m 
(Ik* 11 nth Hr Irvrl Kr. U'eii kiumi) lor 
mmvh' vrais. Ihi( imlhini* W’as done Ui 
vaiVri tin dntirH’lM'V 

Jh I.Mi. thr ll*s IS atlr.HHiw lar k’ss 
laivni 110W llwn i( lists) |o, (he uiKi* 

KlamiMnits vised lo aur«i the 
top |h or vn iIk' v'oniixMitivt’ examiivi 
dun Hv( nikiiv tof'nmks I' niiw peek: 


the IAS and evi’n Mam* of ihe vKlier 
servK vs. In (hi’ lii(es( hatch of rccnriis. 
ore IK'S nnnjii ranked *>21 anKmu the 
Kucci’ssful c^mMaies. (>ih* prolialik* 
reason is (hal in (Ik* Ih'S Iherc is k->f- 
MsifK* for prtmioiHiA M>d transfers are 
«M» frviiiH’m. 'llxfse itmmu the other 
senkes aKokrvtw that they would have 
ch8iK(*A oi ifHnK abroad un deputatHm. 

Kill whv shtAild t;dented iieivk* U* 
iK’tkk’d. asked one oirk Mil, He rr- 
iiwrked. " I'he entire fofeijjn |wiIh’V is run 
fioni Ilk' 1*1 uiK’ Maasler’s si’crelanai 
w’heie a junior IKS oTTh’vi iafls ihe 
lune. “K S(*n. a ro«ii]Mraiive 1 y junior 
II* S oUkvr poblid in I Ik* KM s s<n rr(ar- 
Ml. rifionedlytfOKk'sijolHi N«i(es front 
thi' loreiKri offHe. ev’en of tlk* 

foreiitn sei’relar) . aie jmkI ManI alien* 
iHin aiHl It IS SiTi wht» ibrtHles the hne. 

In lik’t. vdkD hi* trawls ahrosd with 
ilk’ Kritm* Minisier. it is hi* who is asked 
l»v our nuwuons al)rood for msdanre on 
nMiters relalinK to foreign countries, 
ewn wbi*n Mennn hinisclf is in (he 
eniociraiii*. Nohodv has ever (jueatKMied 
S(*Ti's anthoritv- <*vx*rylKidy presvmes 
ihni he is acting Iwlialf of the l*nn)e 
Miiiisier. 

Kvrn otherwisi'. (lie tok* of tin* kKe* 
urn 'rffRi* Is naniiivil. ll is (hr Kmne 
MitNSler's MHTelarial wlmh isHjnts. And 
as liaj)(K*ns si any secretarial, ilw onus 
isonlheoIfK’sils.who do not have euber 
thr vpuon or tin* sweep, Thai is what 
KiK*s lo make hnha’s fon*un pokey unac- 
riaianodatinii. 




Kajiv (randhi is tiMi dependent on Die 
hureaUi'Mts; even on repi escniuhoT) 
altfiiad. hr has oven foreien policy an 
"offnialefie’ stamp, l‘ill receiuly. sixite 
foreikcn missHMis ahr'cid were headed Uy 
puhik men, who, because lh(<v wyrenoi 
used to a*d lapt*, i«Rilril>uu*d to Ilexibil* 
ity in policy matters. Anvenca. ihv 
SovKi I'mm and the I'K almost invan* 
abtv hod non*i»lficials as envoys Now 
IHihiK' men are out: it is offK’iakkMn ihiil 
has laken over. 

'Hial is bad enouph: wlul is worst* is 
that Ihcsc posrtkais Ivave Iwcome sine* 
cures for retired Ion ian aixi c«ihiik*l 
sci reuiries, IJ**S offkcrs could raiwiniil* 
iM* wlven an ouUiaiKlmp ouzen waa 
ajipomiril ambassadttf in Washimtton, 
Most'ow. hitfidon or Keijinu. Now their 
normal cJvances ol proniolion arc stalled 
bi*causi* ol Knjiv (iatklhi s (wikhani for 
iijipomiment '4 retired bureaucrats to 
kev ambassadorial positions lake, for 
example. T.N. Haul m Momow. Ke ih 
jsomp tai and oik 

Nonetheless, the foreijzn ofTwe feels 
rebevvd under Narasimha Kau. When 
Kajiv (landhi had kept the portfolio, he 
did nut have time to attend «»il. Natwyr 
Suijth was vrrtuallv foreiipi minisier and 
k* rulilH'd most people ilie wmnK way. 
Smie ol hiH bnmw'aves, amiileuiisli as 
they were - hkv invitmji ihe lale Gener¬ 
al ^-ul Hag to New Delhi for consulia* 
(Rm.s iMi Afj^nislan and air dropping of 
food 111 Jaffna— damaged India’s ima^’. 
'I'he nation win have «» pay for ihi' Imitji 
he 1 ms fkine 

*rill nH*t*ntly. JKS oifk ers would say 
(Imt tliere was no usi* vs’ntintt Miiy note 
on any subject hvcdusc* nobody rend it in 
the fiveien office. Nat war Siiij;li beinK<iii 
IKS hand, was suie (hat he knew 
eveiythinp. and iv onv knew better. 
Assessnu’nts by out envoys from abroad 
would gather dust. Narasiniha Kho’s 
presence has at least created the im¬ 
pression (bat an analysis made or a note 
submitted will be read. 

WlK*ther Nansimha Kao ejn make 
any difference (o the siyk* of furewt 
pohey which New Delhi lias c<uni* to 
a«sunH* under Rajiv Gandhi is auotber 
mailer. One thtnji about which Kao is 
fairlv confident la that he will aelect hia 
own fcrdjm tecreiary. whatever be 
Natwar Kkes and dtslikel • 
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TWOWAYSTREET 

rhe Janata Party clearly isn 7 big enough for both C handra Shekhar and 

R. K. Hegde. Will it break info m o? 

A skod to rewrite the rules of than to spbt the Janaln l*anv.” incvitiihh* If. »» thi* iu'ko 

Indian politics, the Opposi- Hut even as IrantH nct^itutions aimed tfiihirs hoped, the IU>t<lc i^ioup Uiivo m 
lion has responded by re* »r laltinp idf the ionvcnmin went titi aitd called off tin* eiitneniion. the 
vismjt Uie iiichvs. KaiCd h^nnd IIh'.•<* rnes. it wnseltMi llvit I he kin of Ajil Siiixh anil his lj)k MaKAi 
with the wospect of over- pridriems that divHk'd ihr J<uut;< Parlv wimiH still remain. Ami lle^tk' '' supiior 
thtowmij Kajiv fiandhi at the m^xt elec* were not uoutit to he eamly solviif Hu* it^rs kiv«* ikj iiKlicatiMi ihai ihi*\' would 
tion. It l^s chitseri tu srulch t^feat from lleitde fnctHm Milendcd to use tlie itai* vvvr m'Cv\A wIuU impal Ki^ldv calk'd: ‘i\ 
the jaws of victory. vcniHai to Iwrv the Jaiwia*Lok linKAi sl)i*l*k'un merucr'** 

That, at least, was tlu' way it sctined iiK^rMcr. effet led bv Ctundr.i Sh(*l(lui Hut even tIh* Ajii Sioj^i issue was, in a 
last Week. Janata, the country's lemhnp andApI Sirvh in March. Il liopetl also to M*nse. a kviiiIkiI TIh* IkUIIc was rcully 
non*contmuniht OppuMtioiu seenwd dc- (k’ri'ciktnwse Apt Smith as |urtv pri’si* ala hi I the* aiiibitimi ot two ht^rded 
temiincd to tear itself inio iw(> m a diml and to apjaanl inc of it** own nk'n iiuit, Will J,inn I a rotilmiie hi 

cnessv» puhiK' huitle liui coukf onh to ihat post. he Chandra Shekhar V \tiiTiyf Or is 

benefit ih« battered ConiffcssfiJ. Al As miiher Snidi m>r Shekfui could Karnaknshjvi lleiple the kinder of the 
slake was VHtory in the fortlH'onaiiK possibly accept these tenm. a Janata future^ 

Itcneral election and yeT,tlie 
wamnk factions landidly 
conceded that ideokjfiv (lad 
nothini; to do wiih it. 

Said Geofjte keniandes. 
a vocal member of dtc 
Kamakrishru Heitde itroup: 

“1'he polities of the centnxi 
partiet havv been bereft of 
kJcoIok^’ lor ^ kjiin time 
DOW. The only issues that 
figure are sharing of 
uf^es. pi^situms and things 
of that nature." Agreed 
Jayant Malhoutra, the iw- 
ty 8 treasurer and a lending 
light of (he Chandra 
Shekhur faction: "’litis is 
just the usual exercise in 
brinkmanship. The issues 
involved are thr>se of per* 

Aonahlies and egos." 

'Ilie immediate provoca- 
ti(g) for the crisis was (he 
Hegde group's announce* 
ment that it intended to 
hold a convention in Banga¬ 
lore on 3(1 beplember. 

Chandra Shekhar, the par¬ 
ty's leader, denounced 
the convention as '*politkaJ* 
ly immor^" and ruled out 
his participation. Alii Sinfdv 
the party's current presi* 
dent, nude it clear that he 
W43uld not attend. And Sub* 
ramaniam Swamy. Singh's 
chief lieutenant, conde* 
mned the 'Ulegid conven¬ 
tion". adding: "There can 
be no greater service to the 
demoralised Congressfll 
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“Nobody has been more 
abusive than Swamy”^ 

George Fernandes on the merits of the 'oid' Janata Party 


in nx'fiit nraiihs, lert'fari /rarfi*- 
unnmisl (fCorjir FfrnaiHfr^ /ws 
wm'wd if k'.MAtin tr7tk’ of i twf- 
rfn* Shc’Wf^i/ }nh1 AjiI Sint^h Hf 
vxpLvw fk‘h>K whiil ihii MSlifH Jtfnn 
UfT tfH‘ lifinj/ithtrf infiivrKUKi is. 

Witt a nnr prmiitrHt ht rhcM 
at thr Hangtilurt- cnnvrntion? 

I will 111)1 rule* (hK Ihc* p^qistbility 

J tk'tt {)fC'8Klfii1 ht^ nust* 

Clu4*i(lni SItckluir rcsiiznrd In mi 
the* presKti'nl.^bip of Ihi* party. He 
Ims siiid ilut under no oninitstanr^ s 
jA Ik* i 2 oinic lo ;iiU’rKl thi* convent am. 
wlu'h Ik* ha» i ullcd unUwful» ilk'>:i 
and SI I on hi id fonh. So. one »s in a 
dikunnu. Th** laular (wny proxidcni 
is IkiVi’oiiiny it. Former prciwkni 
Chandra Shekhar is not conMnit 
then*. In WM event those who 
abM'nibk* at fCiiiflalon* will have lo 
L'Uu'l H ni'w prt'sidenl. 

iton't thfU think that Oevi 
t^i‘» utatrmvntn ratling Chan* 
(fra Shrkhar and Itahuffuna Con* 
grrnii/ft agentr art a htfw fa 
OpptmflifM unitu? 

11k’iearc akii oflhiiijiispi^tK'UftS 
sav which they sivnitd not. Hut J 
don'i ihiiih in likJian points anybody 
has l)een ni(>rc nhusive of hi$ party 
ivesident and of hib uiomcMles as 
Suliramanium Swatny. Mr Swanty is 
twiw it*’ print ipnl spokesman for both 
Cliarulra Slk*l<har and Ajil Sinjeh- 1 
don’t thiTik Uk‘U* is anylhiUK that 
Subrarnaniam Swainy did not say 
about Chnian SioKh anil (Kkiy Ajii 
Sinph (iTids in Suaniv a naisl Irv^led 


T hai Chandni Shc'kh.ir nuidU liave lo 
relitHpnsh oonlrol mot liw P'lriy Uk- 
had run as ine&Klcril siiKi* IHT? si.'enied 
clear eaily Ous year. K K. HeRd** had 
expre'ssed a desire to tiam* to I Mb and 
tiiere was even talk of apptmUmK Madhu 
Dandavdte t<» Cftnikira ^^khaTb )oh, 
Shekhar’s restmnse whs tvpicat lie 
relinquished the p>x*siderk’y bill nonim* 
Died bs own wcci'sstir Awarv that 
noite of lus k'iiowers had HvRde’s or 
Haiidavale’s sUiiure, he nwiped janaiu 
wnh Dk' Uik [>al(.A) and appianU'd A|il 
SitiRh president 

Foxed, his cnemks within Janau 
attempted to ^entile the nuTper. a nune 
thul was weakened by disMdence 


cuSeaRuc and ^meipal adviser. 

What wHt bt the attitude of 
r./*. Singh feiMFrfi tkt$e de* 
t*tl^>mrnUy 

My view m (his. If Ihr Jan Morcha 
ted by V.P. Suijch'-and I ani choos¬ 
ing my wikds deliberately—the Jana* 
la Party wtuch is nieettfiR in Hama* 
lure, the LA Dal wbeh had its 
conwntiiin un 20 Auru&I in Oelv, 



the ConRressfS) phis other smaller 
groups m iht* ctniniry which may 
want tu be pan of tbs—CenRressfJk 
West Heneal Sociahsi l^feny. the 
Socialist Partv lORCiher, this 

will bi* the Tnamstieam OpposiiKm in 
India. And I bebevc this wil be the 
amhiir parly for f)ppi«ilion pi^tjcs 
m the muntry. 

Iwtfvbwd by Kiidaep PUamar' Potii 






bitonnto IHd 

Ito carponli woHi M Ibt 
JiMti Pir^ knot iCMpav 
(hiyaiapIm^Mr 


1 directed against He^ ’s KamaUka gov- 
I emment. The dissidence was master- 
I minded by H.D. Deve Gowda, a Chan- 
I dra Shekhar proUg^ and lied Hegde to 
Ban^lore, weakening the anii-merger 
lobby. So. Shekhar goi his way, but the 
I : Janata leadership was peeved. Says 
j Jaipal Reddy, deputy leader of Janata in 
f the Lok Sabha: ’’both Ajit Singh and 
Subramaniam Swamy belong to the 
I takeover culture of the corporate world. 

, but the Janata Party is nut a company 
thai they can capture by their takeover 
uctks." 

'The upposition to the merger crystal¬ 
lised around Hegde who many saw as a 
]*nme Mim*>ter-in-waiting When the 
Hegde (aclior sensed that Chandra 
Shekhar had outmanoeuvred it, the 



*A nnt pwp a (w piepl* 
mS control ol a mIIomI 
pvty, niworSHt lo ooMy 

t—« *l- 

nn nOTiivii M ray 
iHKMcamocI amt Sw viowi 
of tho parl|r rMh atf Bo. Wo 
art liyini to rigM M wnn^ 


amwer was to take the battle outside 
the party. Hegde and Devi Lai began 
negotiating to form the Samajwad; Janata 
Dal (SJD), a united Opposition party, of 
which Hegde would be vice-president, 
] )evi Lai. the chairman of the parliamen¬ 
tary board. and V.H. Singh, president. It 
became clear that Chandra Shekhar 
would have no part in this enterprise 
when Devi Lai puhHcly called him a 
'’Congress agent”. 

Ffir a white, it seemed that the SJD 
would come off and even Ajit Singh went 
and made his peace with Devi Lai, 
earning for himself the post of secretary 
gener^. Chandra Shekhar now seemed 
well and truly finished. 

Bui such an analysis reckoned without 
his masterly manipulative He 

pointed out to Ajit Singh that as chair¬ 
man of the parl^mentary board. Devi 
Lai would hand out all tKkets and 
effectively destroy the lok PaKAl’s 
support base. Next, he renewed his 
rebtions unth V.P, Singh and cautioned 
him about the perils of bemg guided by 
an eccentric rustic like Devi Lai. In¬ 
stead, he suggested an Oppositinu com¬ 
bination containing Siitjdt- K N. Bahugu- 
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na. Ajit Singh, Ram Naresh Yadav. Ram 
Vilas Paswan, B.P. Maurya. Nachuram 
Mirdha, Virendra SakJecha. Chimai^hai 
Patei and, o( course, Chandra Shekhar 
himseU. that would be virtually unbeat¬ 
able. If Mulayam Sinid^ Yadav was added 
(0 the list, then Uds configuration would 
have the support of the Thakkar* 
dcxninated ruf^ elite and the Jat and 
Yadav-dominaied middle classes. Ilua. 
B.P. Maurya could deliver the Harlans 
and Bahuguna, the Musbms. 

On the other hand. aO the SIO couM 
offer Singh in the north was Haryana 
(because of Devi Lai), but that state only 
sent ten members tu the Lok Sabha. 
The argument obviously appealed to 
Singh ah did Shekhar’s sly suggestion 
that eventually Hegde’s supporicis 
wcHJid see to i1 lliai their man hecanw 
the next Pnme Minister. 1*he 
proposal died a quick death and Hegde 
was reduced to fighting Chandra 
Shekhar within the Janata Party. 

T he present Janata crisis has its roots 
in the fall-out of tlial move. Elated 
that he had breome the new focus of 
anii-Kajiv forces and outraged that Agl 
Singh should be encouraging Deve Gow¬ 
da’s dissidence. liegde's supporters 
leaked a (ransenpt of a tapped tekphune 
( onversatior between Gowda and Sinjd> 
to the indan Express- ll was a silly, 
short-sighted move. Hegde's claim to 
fame was that he represented a value- 
based alternative to Congress publics: 
the fxfiress’that it siocd up for civil 
liberties. By enlistbg the aecrel pnbee 
men to their side, Kegde ano Express 
editor Arun Shoune destroyed Lheir own 
cases. 

An angry Alit Smgh assigned Sub- 
ramaniain Swamy the task ol finding out 
how the phones had been tapped and the 
Congressd; gleefully leaked letters from 
the Karnataka goverruneni autbcnsir^ 
telephime upping. His credibility in 
shreds, an embarrassed Hegde trM to 
salvage some dignity by resigning, while 
a triumphant Swamy held press confer¬ 
ences to call him names. 

The net result of all this was that, 
firstly. Hegde became determined to 
’gel' Swamy and Singh. And that second¬ 
ly. as an unemployH pobtician. Hegde 
now tried to create a national role for 
himself. This was no easy matter. His 
image had been tatrered and as a mere 
Kamauka Ml^, he ha'd no oScial 
position. For inscance. when the Opposi¬ 
tion’s NationaJ Kront was launched in 
Madras on 17 September. Hegde found 
that he was not a player. Whan the 
Front was first announced, he had been 
appointed a member of its Presidkini by 
virtue uf being chief minister of Kamau* 


^The days of the philosopher 

king are over” 

Chandra Shekhar on his conception of Opposition unity 


JmaU stnngnwi Chandra Shekhar 
0 usuaBy reOctnt about answering 
puesiiofts on Opposiuon pitHiKS- But 
a tew weeks ago, silting in the 
Bombay ui/ke ot Janata treasurer 
Jayanr Mathoutn. he was umisuaMy 
Mhnght. Excerpts. 

On the Samajwadl Janala Del: I 
am not a hypo^e. J am a student of 
pobtical scienre and bebeve m a 
political process. The Dal was 
formed without a programme or a 
national debate on progrvnmc«. If 
thn parly n to be an ahemative to 
Rajiv Gandhi, then they should first 
have presented an aherrutive pobey 
framework. 

Through al this. Kajiv tiandhi may 
be ousted. He is certainly « curse on 
(he nation. But does this mean that 
afl of India’s other problems wifi 
disappear? Where is Ihw strategy to 
make India gruw »irongcr? What 
about the prcMems of the I’uiyab? 
What about the fnntntion of our 
youth? What about regnmal imba¬ 
lance? 

(>n V.F. Singh aa leader of the 
Of^ositlM: The days of the philo¬ 
sopher king are over. Hiey have 
been repla^ by democracy. The 
individual should not be the deter- 
Ricmng factor. Some politicians and 
Joumalisls are trying tu pressurise 
me sincu they think they are the 
lungmakerb. But they cannot fight 

.'X 



Owndn Shafcher; 
*OppesMon untty 
muaieebaMd 
enii 




me on those gniunds. 1 have strug¬ 
gled againsi bigger people, like Indira 
Gandhi, over the last iu years, but 1 
have never got personal. 

On Oppoailion unity; 1 have ex- 
pre^bed myself unambiguously 
against the kmd of unity they want to 
achieve with the Sainajwadi Janala 
Dal. They must understand (hat 
poiitKal parties are bom out 6f strug¬ 
gle The Jana'a Party was not rrui^ 
by a ciHerK of leaders but througli 
the struggle tif the JP movement 
for which lakhs of people sacrificed. 

Suppose something happens to 
ihe Dal, we will all lose our identi¬ 
ties. Kapv (#andhi’$ regime is evil. 
Yel, most of (hi* leaders now talking 
of unity have praised Kajiv Ciandhi at 
<ine tune or the other. 

Unity just fur election vict'tfy wiO 
uhimately lead to grabbing of power. 
It IS like committing sukide in order 
to see if tliere is a belter life 
hereafter. 
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WHO’S WHO -Hegde faction 


R.K. Hegde 


A 


L'iHi)(rvs^())stiilwan. Iw 
Itcc’iiiiit’Jnimiii Ki>rHTAl secret Ary hi 

1977 and Umiid mx ihI cmmoixv as A 
t ix'k I All pA 11V vtTsKin C hill idrA 
She k hiir. Sii n^ri m* ch<»Le ;is 
Knmaukii C M w 19K1. proved to 
1 h 'd spectiii iiUr siKi eHs and won 
TiAlKMUi} renown. Kesij<ne<l ahvr ihe 
phi ine lAtH’iriK iH'^ndSil. 


George Fernandeft 



my trade-unHinist who 
has his w« irkinK ebss suppun 
dinkiinsh and islhoutfht tn have 
]K:akcd Us>eArlv. Was delvatcd 
front Ibiikailore m the IWM l.f4( 
Sahha poll. Sok*.* Ihcn I vis been itori 
of many coiK'laves 

Madhu Daodavate 



ild-mannered former 
soctalisi Wader from Maharashtra, 
he wAsirmata’s railways miiuster 
and IS widely respected (or his 
honest V and inte^nty^ if not hat 
politiculacwneti. Usually menttoned 
HS A cninpromivc president. 


Menaka Gandhi 



t is one M thr ironies of Induit 
publics that the widow ot the crown 
pnnee of the EmerKuiry should be 
a leadms hi0tt of l he part y (uunded 
to fight It. Hxiremely ekwe to 
Hejeck*. Was <Ntcv ck»e lo Jayani 
Malht Nji ra and Chandra Sliekhar 
but has now batked 
lbs faction 

Biju Patnaik 


A 



m mlonjz with Hegde. one of 
(he few Janata leaders ic« maintain a 
mass (oBmving in his home state. 
Hatnaik is the real veteran among 
the Janata leadership. His career 
has seen many ups and downs but 
hrspopidamy remvs icKhspuUble. 

laipal Reddy 


V 



oluble pariiamentarian 
whose questions on Bofors and the 
Bachdwis have earned bm much 
personal pufcfecfty. He is strongly 
opposed to the entry of Swany and 
Afh Singh and wfl fight them Hi all 

coats. 


' ka. When he resigned his post, lie was 
df<ijjped from the l^esidiiim. To become 
even d member of the Kroni's Naiiwia! 
Council, one has lo be president or 
I <xg\vcrka of tine of its I’onstituent par* 
I ties, or at least leader of a recognised 
' OpfKisitMm party in a stale legislature. 

; Hegck' fiilfiBs rMUk* <>f llwse rnterU. 

I 

O ne Mew is ihai the Haiigalore con* 
volition ha> been uilled wilh the 
I iiiteiiikm <(( splitliog the jaihitu. Oiur 
{ there Hit* two ja)iaU< parties. Kcgdrcan 
I 4|i|>ofnl hiiaseirieeidei of one <»( them and 
I Aivpl a key posiiKin m the National 
■ Kr«Hit. That way. \w reinaiits at tiK* 
I fondr^mt of the (>;)positioo. 

; \4lun1lly, the flegde f.iriion tejects 
I this mierpretiiiioiu Says Kanjn Hhanu, 
j ilk’ ^iiesKlenl of Jun.ila's ItoiniMv uiiil 
I **We are dc’dd mnous about lioldii.g the 
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Thi hitttfi WH r^ly about th€ 
offlbrtloM of two beardad, 
hvtKiad man. Would Janata 
confimia to be Chandra Shekhar's 
pvfy? Or is RamduwhM Hagda 
(ha leader of the future? 
Svarything alia was ineidantal 


Sept ember metttmg. As we siiid in 
<iur letter sigiH’d t)y |M’ 0 (ile, iiielud* 
irig Ilk’ prt'sidentK itf Ifi sLile units— 
after five m<inttis of this so-called mcr* 
iiC’J, the party is stagnaipig instead of 
bee*Hrung the' focus (rf 0 urgcT political 
unity. *’ 

AiiHkng tile signalcHics lo lliis letter 
were Modhu l>aiidai*ali’, Hiju Palnaik. 
Suieixira Mohan, Ilukuin Dev Narayaii 
Yadav. Keoti Kaman Singh and George 
h'emandcs. Their stand was Uul the 
|iarty had become an c4)|c*ct of ridicule 
beiause it had nry ratified the decision lo 
merge with the SI D And exhorted mem¬ 
bers of Janata s Nauonal Council to 
discuss ways and means of rec«)vering. 
Later, the Hvgdc group put it about llial 
it regarded the L6k DalfAl merger and 
Ajit Singh’s appointment as irregular 
because it was not ratified by the 
National Council. At the Bangalore con¬ 
vention. it would demerge the ’old 
Janata’ and regain its lost glory’. 

'Thii cbttfn provokes angry responses 
from Chandra Shekhar loyalists. "Who is 
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‘The Janata has more leaders than Hegde” 

A jit Singh on how Ramakrishna Hegde is fostering Opt>osi/ion dist4niiy 


The lormer Uik chi&f. AjH 

Singtj's tndiH’tion as Janata t‘arty 
president is one of the nituri caiis(*5 V 
(he present trouble. Here he dcfeitds 
the Lok Oal janaiii nwrmr. 


St MU r: !}0 pnu think (he pre* 
nent crMn in the JoHato Partp 
ictlf cutmiMte in 4 split? 

A)ii Smeh; W«*ll. ihe wav Kaniak* 
n»\\ra Ht jsde and his hvnds have 
been fjuiriK abfiut is mrt hciptnff the 
unity of tiu* Oppositicin parties I 
don't understand how ihcy can 
achieve Oppoaitaiii unity by un< 
doinit the ntorffer of (he Uik f)aKA) 
and the old janaU I’arty and by 
creating a new partv. Its jvst 
beytmd me. (n hici. if wju Sw4t at 
the recent statenwni* of Hc*de. 
where l>e has said that Ajit ^rnth 
has no right (o aii in the chair (of 
party president! and that he* (Ajii 
Sinsh> siK)uld Imt purushed, maki’ 11 
clear lhai the idea behind the haiiK- 
alore convention is not to hurry up 
Opposi(k»n unity. It is snnKilvnji: 
else. 

Hegde has also liiaiged that I 
brought down the Janata Ruvem* 
ment III Karnataka. For his mfbniia* 
tion. I would like to tell hin that 


Hegde to talk of the fdory of the Janata 
Parly?" demands former treasurer 
Kamal Morarka. "Isn't he the same 
person who accepted two msignricani 
posts—one for hnnself as>d the other for 
A)it Singlwm the ^1) wtien the Janata 
Party was always going to be the bifutest 
constituent nf this new party?" 

And the opposition to the merger also 
angers Chandra f^khar’s followers. "It 
is a great pity," says SubramanUm 
Swamy, "that ihe people who have 
called this convention are seeking to 
undo the merger of Janata artd the Lok 
Dal(A) which is the only merger of 
established Opposition pa^s that has 
taken place since 1977—instead erf 
trying to build on it. If lliey are success¬ 
ful, it will oriy strengthen Rajiv Gandhi’s 
propaganda machinery which will daim 
at the next election that Oi^xTsition 
parties always break up.*' 

S wamy’s reasoning has many takers 
wtthm the Janafe. Over the iMt 
month, hectic parleys have been con* 


Kamnl«ik.i slid a Jiin^iia guvem- 
im*nl under Ihmu^aw'^ b’adcrhhip, 
Y«‘S. Hegdr i^nH there bul ht* hud 
In qiHl ljt‘ 4 'ausA’ ilii* Jjnata Partv 
slaiid> fur iviiain |aiiH*i|)les and 11 
IcKiglU agauKi the invasion of pnva- 
vv under ilw P^kslal Intrixvption 
HiB. S'*, hi* h>id l<i gif Un (host* 
reasons, li is vi*rv wimig lo sav 
lhai Kamatului ikfes ivx law* n 
Jdjwia gi^vrnnirm simply btn’ausc 
Hegdt* IS not ilu*re 
Is if frwf IhitI mrirr Jonata 
leadem an* u ilh Hrpde in this 
feud than uilh sum* 

A bd of imsuifumarioii be«m 
f^prvad. IV nanws they teave i«t 
ihe newspapers as siguiitws to 
the letter calling f<a thvrnnvi'niHin. 
iftcludv a munUi «rf thoM* who dKl 
md give iheir mnsem. Iltree lead* 
cm irf the Kapsihan unit whose 
names had figured m (hat bsl have 
given a siatvnieiil saving that they 
are mu againsi thi* Li* JXikA)* 
laitala Party merger at afl. Then 
wm H to iK’hieve innre uiuiv. And 
I hey vn're t<4d on pbniK* by the 
nr gangers Ihal i 1 was a uniy ixm- 
venlKH). I Hhui laBied In Kabul 
Keddy who said, eonw^niKMi or no 
cnnvenLmn. he wnidd stand by me. 
If yuu nmifniNr. wh*’n Ihe Lok 


\ diKled 10 bnng Hegde and Chandra 
Shekhar logtdhef, Madbu liandavatc 
has nu*t bidh Shekhar and Ajit Smgh to 
yiork oui a (unpromise. And on 14 
September, treasurer JsyvA Mallioutni 
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llaliAidanalH nwrgi'r (f»k pti«v. ;ti 
IhHl tune also tlierc were iclcgnirii^ 
suMXfsedly signud by ,U 1 iK^pk*. 
Kill mairing hrf|»pefti*d. Iht' «all 
I hi* Kangainre ionventiori w:i'« 
sipH*d by only lliri'i* |K*«ipk‘* not 
cvim Hegde. Uiju I’alnaikni I Uixia- 
vale signed it And m any case. 
Janata luis got a ktl nyin* IcadeiR. 

In roar filre Dnnpahre n*n* 
ty itfiM in held, do pou Ihink it 
u'ouid put a sttil on the npiit? 

Sennt* pi*upk' may g<' an<l fcuni a 
m'w iwriy hill \ am surt* Ihal afler 
llw partumentarv Iwfrtrd nv iri'g 
arxJ tiw naiHinal evts utive mroting. 
a k4 of people would lH*«il;ite to 
k avc the pvty, 

tnlurvlewed by Ku l d—p Kumar/ 
MawOamt 
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Chandra Shakhar 


T 



■ hi lanMi lejdiT 

I'ri sKk’iU ril iht* p:inv whtn h W4x 
Hi foriiH'd in 1977. ht* rcsitfncd 
Hfivr I hi’ tmnvcr with tU’ U)k 
I hil{ AI m hkviMir nf A)il SihKh K K. 
Hi'Udr IS I’ntii idy his H« 

iii;irh’ )ui»i rhk’f nuiiist«‘r (d 
Kiirnntiikd lini nidiv thr'V arc* hvaln. 

Kamal Morarka 


A 



Jv^^BKaUk’. yuuildkil Marwan 
indusiiruilist with pdnical amhitiom. 
h(< hii» hern Chnnrlra Shekhar^ 
buddy for y<*dr% Mr recently 
step(X’d down as Joiuih ireasurer. 

Mis press interests mdi^ 
New l>elhi*$ ( hiiutlu ihnnyjvihi/st: 
erlitnr S^ntosh Uharalivn adMses 
V,|*, .SnKh. 


H.D. Dave Gowda 


C 





hanilr^ Shekhar’s secret 
weiip<m. As h kev irtcmber of 
HeKde’s Cabinet, he lunwd on the 
pressure when Ihe Karnataka chief 
minister hejtan lo (lout Chandra 
Shekhar's authority. His 
reMjcri’iiKtri and continued 
dissidemv made Hesrie s piisition 
untenable atvt coniribuied to tw fell 


AJit Sbigh 


A 



m mrnerKan •educated ion of 
(he btc Chvan SinfEh Resardedis 
hrmest and siwht forwi^. heli 
currently d Ch^ra Shekhar 
loyalba. thouieh rccenlly he made 
up with I)evi Ul and was party to 
the abortive formation the V 
whK’h Chandra Shekhar opposed. 

Jayant Malhoutra 


o 



nee Hejide I doiest 
friend. Ih» prosperous Bombay 
industrialist switched sides last 
year and crossed over (o Chandra 
Sheklur 's faciiun. Stil on ccmliat 
terms with Heede and Menaka 
Gandhi. thouidip^KtOy opposed 
(o them. Now treasurer of the 
Janata l^rly. 


Subramanlam Swamy 


F, 



H ormer full professor of 
erunomics. a former Jan Sangh MP. 
tie joined Janata in 1977 and 
remaned there till Chandra 
Shekhar threw him out ai 19B4. He 
(henyaned (he Lok Dal and 
re-enter^ Janata after (he rrvrger. 
InteOifient. amcutaie but 
suvde'tnnded 


\ and his wtfe Barota had dinner with 
Hej^de and Ms wife at the Bangalore 
home of a coffee pMnter who is a mutual 
friend, Malhoutra asked Hegde to call off 
the conventxn but the latter refused to 
do i>4> unless Ayt Singh and Swamy were 
driven out of their party posts. 

But Malhoutra came away from the 
meeting feeling that the party could be 
saved and two days later, answering 
'luestions in Bombay. Hegde declared 
th^l while he would go ahead with the 
convention, it ivould not, necessarily, 
lead to a split in the party. Agrees 
Malhoutra; "The fact that the principal 

MAgat (yighi I ooon eii f Chandrs Shehhsr: A* 
ara K pS wos Ivr^wd ■wMleus 











pUyer« are prepared to talk indicates 
that they don't realty* want to break up 
Janata." is dear, however, that 
Hegde has no rt^i to complain about 
Ajit Siniih's appointment. "We had al¬ 
ways made it clear that Ajit would be 
present till peny elections were held. 
HeRde was a party to thts decision. 1 
discussed it with him myself. In fact, we 
had offered him the presidentship but he 
did not accept because he did not want 
Ui Rive up his position as chief mnster." 

Even while the peace talks are on, 
both ,sides arc asaessinjt their 
strenRths. Says Swamy: “I don't see 
any chance of a siRm/k*an( ^pht because 
the overwhelminR number nf party 


workers want unity.'' Hie key word is 
obviously 'significanr. The Chandra 
Shekhar faction believes that those who 
wiD go with Hegde wtf be those like 
Fernandes and Dandavale who have 
media pro61es but no support base. 

Il dawns that k\ Bihar, it has the support 
of both Janata MHs and most MLAs. In i 
UP. it has the Sll-odd Luk DaHAi MLAs ; 
and another 10 Janata MLAs. In Gidarat. | 
it has the support o( both Indubhai and i 
Chimanbhai ^tel. Even in Hegde's na* I 
live Karnataka, say Chandra i^khar'a 
folowers. he is vaikkety to carry the 
party with hiii. 

Assesses Mahuuira: "No one si Kar- : 
nataka is mterested si rockmg the boat | 
and flepde and Bommai are not on the 
same wavelength on to «8ue. 1 am ; 
sure that Heg^ wil nut get the support 
of the party in the slates that count: UP. 
Bihar. Kaiasthan. Gujarat and Maharash 
Ira. He may |k( some support m Anda¬ 
man and Nicohtf or West Bengal or 
Assam bui M wont have much meanmj!!" 

Hegde's supporters re j ect this gloomy 
prognosis and are conAdent uf carrying 
at least SO Karnataka MLAs. They claim 
to have 13 UP MLAs. the entire organ 
satkinal base of Chandra Shekhar's care- 
fuly nurtured Hihar unit, the ful Mahar¬ 
ashtra unit and nearly everyone who 
counts in Gujarat. After veteran sociabsl 
leader. S.M. Joslu. endorsed the Banga¬ 
lore conventiot). the Hegde faction was 
confident of w inn in g the support of afl 
the former socialists in the parly. 

W here rt w4 ai lead a ddficuh to 
say. After the Karnataka Assem¬ 
bly reconvenes on 3 October. Hegde's 
pnsitM) ts bound to be wediened as 
Oevc Gotvda's supporters move pn- 
vdege motions against him for tapping 
the telephones of his senior ministers. II 
he holds Ns convention on schedule and 
spits the parly, to could be less 
embarrassing. 

Also cruc^ A the attitude of V.P. 
Smgh. Jaipal Reddy is confident that 
once the Hegde bcikm is firmly in 
coniruL then Janata wS become the 
focus of al Oppouitioo unHy effons and 
that V.P. Singh and Devi Lai wiH be 
drawn to k. Od the other hand. Chandra 
Shekhar's stqjporters are convwiced that 
the Raja wfl ahvays pe r cc i re Hegde as a 
threat and vU steer dear of any group¬ 
ing with him as the head. 

MeanwWe. a new poesdabty has 
emerged n recem weeks. While every 
body knows that the real battle is 
b e twe en Hegde and Chanka Shekhar, 
the tauer has shrewdly used Ajit Sffigh 
as bis front mart ConaequenUy al of the 
Hegde faction's attacks have been 
dffMed at Saigh and Swamy and not at 
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Bad days in Bangalore 

/I Jana fa splUs. then fhc Karaataka mhiistry may fall 



|LteOO«v*Cow 0 t,HR H«gdf*ndA|ltSW>gA 
flov«ram«M 

T he inipiii I (R i^K* JanAia (eiid <hi 

Oir ndiToiMl polKkal ^n*f wiH 
IK it b^‘ I'lear nil the next eeneriil 
elm tMl, Hut in Kiirnaink<tjlK rllr* 
c\» will tv* pt'iccQlihk' Ht once. 

Stvmid Heedc Kplu ttv* Janata Har* 

\y. iiwu n i* (XKisihle tM the Kanu* i 
lHk» riiim>try will tall Says an lleffhe 
.(Hirt *Wc* will lake 50 ML Ah with 
HI id ttKT<' if> no way the tfovemnwnl i 
I'Hii Mji'vwt’ foi kxiK. Uut. counters i 
a lleve (niwda supp<irler “Chief 
nunisiei Hoiunui will yinn hands with 
IIS to npiHjHe tU'iMc’ Only lS*2t) 


I iti«r amereACM <ewld leppU ch* 

MLAa are kkdy to ipi “ Homnvii 
hiniHell iH keepins nuim. a poHitkin 
ilwt clearly has Hepdes approval 
“Whv hIkhM he take smVh?” asks 
Hi'ffde. “tie m a chid mmsier.' Hut 
he must kixiw <hat if he n to remain 
m office, he cannot support Hegde 
and tV'eds to )oin hands with t>eve 
(iirwtki wImi jnit fiH votes tout i4 1441 
diirms Iasi nKmth's eleciiiin of a new 
I'hiet imnistef. 

TIr' uncertainty hax led several 
Karnataka Janata heavywcitchls to 
ai mise Hejtde nf sacnlinnK the ^v- 


eminent on Ihi* altar ol his xnihitK^n. 
On US Srptemhei, HomiiLii and 
iK'Vc Ikiwdj met Heitde. “If you 
have any differences with Cliandia 
Shekhar. jileaM' .si'itle them in Nrw 
Delhi, “ l>eve (niwda I old Hei{rte, 
“N^hv do y<K 2 waiu this ijnM'mnieni 
to be hanik*(l.' In IS months, we 
liave to call vk'CtM'ns. How* o;m we 
face ilie pmipk*:*'' l.rv'al p<4iiicians 
fear llui Ile^^e will use the lollnfisf* 
d the nunislrv to suhsmiuiale his 
<ifi repvaU'd ronienlion thiit he only 
hekt <>0 as KamMtalui chief minister 
for over five y<*ar'« Iiecuuse anv other 
k'uder wixild have Iv'eri inca|uihie of 
kec(nnE Um' pativ loE<' 1 her 

Heude i« cisdly umoncerned nh* 
out lhech.$rEc Ih tl lie IS desi.ihilisiiiE 
tfH' tpKcniiiieni. 'How cm ihai ht* 
SI*.'” he asks. “The convciilKm i» of 
rheianata Party, for (Itejanaii 
and U'liiu hckj bv J.iiutj I'^rlv woili* 
m. How can it desinlalise ii Janatii 
Btivemmetiir' 

The Hejiide Ime is lhai wlialever 
dix<u*n8K)n there is (.'MiKi$t» of :i 
Janata va Lok Dal iMttk*. Hut (hat. he 
arj^uus. can Iwrdly affect KrtnialHka:' 
'1 don’t think tU' Karnataka govern* 
tnent consists of people biikinjinnE to 
the Uik Dal,” he Inujfhs. "If it did, 
then there could lie substance in this 
propAKanda. ” 

It is a smcMiih rouliru* l>ut it fimls 
no (tfK*. KinaSy. wh(*n it imnes to the 
crunch. K. K. Ilejtde is clearly willmK 
(n lav everything the line. And 
that includes the future of the Kama* 
taka sovemincni. 

Piak aat i B«lawMll/ftafif»fore 


Chandrn Shekhar, Should the baUle 
show si^nts of K'nitE lleii(<k*’s way. all 
CKindca Slv khai has to do is sat nfke 
Smith. And now tliat Sm^h is |)erct*ived 
<iK Iiavms behaved in .in uniruatworihy 
matuter hv*bnef1v nirtiiijj with Devi l.aj, 
Shekhar h<i» far less re.^aJual ktyahy 
towards him. Afready, Sfickhar k>yalKts 
are subtly mtical of Ajil Singh. Says 
Kama! Morarka: *1 agree that Api 
Singh's style uf fuiutioninK needs a 
change, but this is no reason to split Uw 
party.” And Raniarund Singh, president 
of Janata’s Madhya iTadesh unit, wtole 
caBnie on Kcgde to postpone (he B^ga- 
lore (onvenimn. has also demanded that 
Swaniy a;K>k)gise fnr lus intemperate 
siHtemonts. 

h'lnAlIv, this could be a perfect com* 
promise stifunon. Korced with (he da* 
muur aRHinst A)it Singh. Chandra 
Slkklmr ceuW agree tn remove him. 
Hsvuig made ihia concession, he wouJd 
be within his nghts to refuse to support 


I legde for the |ub and demand a similar 
sacnlkv frr>m the other faction. Ihen. 
faced with a real chan e to m^e up. the 
Janata Party would turn In the <ioe nan 
who has presided over its lorlmcs for a 
decade. Who else but...Chandra 
Shekhar? 



TWr^ iUn fwtylitW i Mi 
ChMdn Shiite 

chmlntitc—y 


pMtihlhtoiibyi 

mtev.iiilvift 


Ah of Uhi week. how«*vor. Chandra 
Shekhar svas dismissing this iiroposilion 
but his fall-back position had clearly 
emerged. Bither way, :t Heemerl prob¬ 
able thal he would wni m the king run, 
whether Hegdu split llie party or not. 

Of course, mme «>f this iniriguing did 
the Opposition’s cause any fn)od. With 
all the polls showmg that Kujiv Candhi’s 
populaniy was severely denied and that 
a united O^siiion could wuU drtve him 
from office, only one thing svas going m 
his favour; would any Op^sition align* 
ment hold together? 

Judgkig by Janata’s shenanigans, prob¬ 
ably not And so, while Hegde and 
Chandra Shekhar played chess with 
Janata unity, they seemed on the verge 
of conceding a wabcover to Kajiv Gandhi. 
All things considered. Thai was the real 
tragedy. 

KhUm Ktmar/Atow OoWwWi Olga 
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ExqulilTepftrf^ctioAtndliMaSllf . 
pvftormincfl m me core dF% unlM tVeet (Ike 
me GALAXY CTl 7 Syetem, Created by Korurk, 
becked by me world renowned Qrundtg 
technology Wrm in-buitt features unmatched by 
any omer TV eat in the country today 

□ Multhf unctions that can be updated at a touch 
to additional new syetema yet to be introduced 
In many other foreign brands 

□ CTI for perfect colour transient improvement 
and colour contour eherpneaa. 

□ de + AV with Autoohannel eearch and 
progmmmawe memory. Just set itonce and 
the w does it all. 

O ee Channels to receive me widest range of 
frequertcies from 1 MHZ to 800 MHZ. Truly 
prottaalonal in all respects. 

O Automatic cut<ff for lor>ger life and low power 
consumption at 60 watts with in-built stanoby 
controls to guanj agalnat voltage fluctuationa 

□ Tmt control for soomirtg viewing pleasure 

All theee and more make the Galaxy unique in 
all reapecta. it's tomorrow's TV today, be^uae it 
can never be outdated. Prom now till the 
Otymplcsof2000A.D. 
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Eidoant Exclusive Enchanting 
The Silk People 

And the wotl finish to 
complement their style 

Luxol Srik 

The softest sheen In shades 
of sophistication With o feel 
richer than ever before 

Luxol Silk 

For wolis that are Silk to the 
touch 

Drape your walls with Luxol Silk 
the richest emulsion in the world. 






The search for the 
Muslim vote 
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Mus/iin .•ift 
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Anny patrol In rMM4«l| htoorul: InopNw) by Iho 
moctitnory^ 

T his cxjnlinued until IH71 when, (nr 
iht; first tkne. ihe Muslim votf^ wms 
not $<Mly behind the Cunj^css hut w^s 
spirt between vanous ^rtto. thw nC (bf 
reasnns for Ihis was the ltan^d(*sh 
war; the second beinK the ConiEinss’ 
asseriion that it could du without (be 
Muslim vote. But, even in many of ilie 
consiituenoes aflected by repealed 
communal huts, the MusKms continued 
supporting the Congress, preferring to 
believe the Hp*service paid to their 
demands rather than switch allegniice. 

In the Seventies, buth DH and Rihar 
had cMef tnvuaters who adopted a de* 


Omt Am i«rs, th* lasim, My 
Aw twiMib, km Mhed Hot 


conniMl rMt in nMm iw itote 
McHMfrnwPApliUP.Iar 

■■■VVWI wOnMIlMM 

-^.^ 2^ - 

MlW RHIHRB 

fnnlHiWvpwty 


H as the Muslim voie-'<onsi- 
deied a formidable ^tur in 
any elcciiun in the Hindi 
beh—dwindled in ntrengih 
and mflueiKc? Or has an 
opportunistic pohiical leadei'ship drawing 
a short'Sighted lesson from the IHM 
general clecikm (when Mrs Gandhis 
assas5^inaiion ccmsolidaicd a divided Hm* 
du vole) decided to go to the po8y 
without Muslim support^ The answers 
are unclear miw that ih*' Congressih 
and the non*lefl <>p|KisitH)n parties arc 
refusing io lake a stand on what Ihev 
consider to be essentially "Mtisimi 
issues". 

llie political alliliKU' towards (he 
Muslim vole hank has undergone a 
sea*chaugo siixe IfiKd. when Indira 
iiandhi'b assassiivtiion br<Highl the Con¬ 
gress baik Io power with HH seals in 
the L(4( Sablu. Till IWU. iIk* Muslims 
"Iradilumal" xuriport for the Congress 
was c<Misidered a nia^or asset ajxl every 
election ci*niroJ iuound I he effud to 
assure Muslims UkU they were very 
im|x>naiil m the pohiirnl s^nenw of 
things and ilini Uuir livi^a and pr<^ierty 
would be protected as iw.'ver Iwfore. 
'ilte Opposiiion ined equally inrd to 
make <Kir that Uw Congress' pc<inusei 
vrere insincere hui did nut meet with 
much success except in 1977, when this 
vole, upset at mdisinnvnate miiik;* 
meni:»lion <»( lamilv•planning measures, 
went iis way. 

I'he Muslims are a demaive fiW'ior in 
al least :U) (out of H5I l.uk Sabhd seats ut 
DltHr I’rndesli although, as one Con* 
gress(l) leader observv>. they mfkicncc 
the outcome in all the pnrlian'enlarv 
coostiivH'iKics in tk' state except Tehn 
Garhwal, Pann (oirttwal and Almuni. 
where the MusKm presence is iw>digi~ 
ble. In Hihar, at least 15 of the S4 seats 
depirnd crth'ially on the Muslim vote 
and, accurJiag to former chief minister 
Abdu) Ghafoor. is a “determining" facKtf 
in at least 4i)n Uik Sabha seats. 


Ihe Muslim vcrle is all Ihe mure 
crucial since tk* lonimunfly has always 
tended i<i vote tii Mx. It has also 
alwrays. until pi'i haps recently, been a 
traditional vig4' bank of the Congress. 
Explaining iMs. CPKMl stalwart B.T. 
Ranadive says that at the time of (nde* 
pendeivce. Jawaharlal Nehru's own com¬ 
mitment to secularism and the reahsa- 
tion that the ruling party alone could look 
after their interests influeficed the Mus¬ 
lims. who stayed back in India to enst 
their lot with the Congress. Pear, 
according to kanadive. was the prime 
motive which influenced the Mpalims to 
support the ruling party. Thia iit one ctf 
the reaaoni why. ever aince Independ¬ 
ence, the Muslims have by and large 


always voted fur n naimnal ahvmativc 
and not sided with the many tun* 
damcntabsi (^garasatiuns wtvdi arc av- 
live in some Muslim duminateJ ronsti- 
lueni'ifs. 


At (he time of IndependeiHr. fun¬ 
damentalist i^ganisalions w* re at work, 
some Roving too Kin>ng (or even Nehm 
Io contain. Ihis. desfaic N«hru Iuvihk 
Rone (Ml of Ns way to assure Ur' 
Muslims that the C«>ngrt*ss wuuM al* 
ways keep Ihrir iniert-ius m hand. 1>K‘ 
(^vik! I^habh I'ani Ruv(*niment m 
Uttar t'radtish. at about the Muue inic. 
iftsut-d a Ruvemmeni mder stating that 


no MusliiJis v\Hjkl \k lakou o>io lyvi 
ment s<*rvkvs until their ii*pi<-s('fii<in,>ii 
came down (u 14 per rent Ai tlir tiiik'. 

I he pcneniagc «f Muslims in Djrsc 
I services. includruR the* Male |iokr\ was 
civtsideraMy fiiglu r U‘Sl lUi'^ inc.iMii4' 
muaii fuwer wiles lor the l otiKies*^. 
I*ant, during whui w;3s peril,qx the (msI i 
! byek'ClKA in UnkiKm'. virluailv w.nned ' 
the Mii&hnis (hal they shnuki voir toi 
the Cimgress nr the consrqurners. 
With N(+nai and other (.‘ingress kMik rs 
cofitfiuited (o muiibinsm, ik' MusIjuis 
were ikH daunted by the»e lhie;ilN and 
amtuHied to firmly su|i|i<,ii ihr ton 
I gress. anywav. 


.«OMDM 




ack-cilv pro-Muslim bias. In Hihrir Ja^sn- 
riatli Mishfci «h*iU out of his way (u win 
over I he Muslims and creaU-d ronstder* 
ubie rescnimenl umonj.'st tlu.* nujuniy 
corntmimly by rk^emms (irdu the svcuAd 
lan>'iiaKi* <»f I he slate. He Itad Kot the 
iffevn sipiial lr<»in tht> Cimire. which, 
keen lo win over this < rucial vote baitk. 
siit))iorled his siratcMy <il convincinj; ilw 
Muslims that the Coni^tesn siiB iMiaiO by 
tiK ir interests. Itut. m iniroducinK Ur<kj 
as (Ik* secrHKl bnKii;i>;e. Mi>lira rts- 
tndeit I hi; order to lust 15 distrK(& o( 
the aUite. Siicei*SKive KoviTHnwills have 
nt*itlwr liad llw louroKe lo withdraw the 
order nliouetlH*r iKir exU’iid i( to cover 
I lie enure slntc. 

MihIiio also joined hands with llw 
Hlale’s Miishiii cli*rjcy aru). as hia I'ol* 
knijQie Alidul (Mialoor n*ealls, "He would 
tfo and ^iddiesK Muslim niei*unf(s along 
wiih I he luiMis. sJuicing (he same 
plii(l<»nn." It wu'' a siraU^xy lh:ii paid 
dividends amS eat nod him a arfwliiuerK'y 
wlui'h Kis sUKxi him a g<RKl at pad lil 
now. IkiH'kwiirds. Hargans end Muslims 
were Mishta's larget KUHips. ;iccounhng 
lor Wl per cent of Bihni’s pofxiUlNA 
Uxinv 

t 

H.N. Ikihuguiu as tin* chM*l minister 
of Utlai rradesiK weiil several sivps 
(urther. lie n*luM'd lo allow jny pv^a 
dun rig stale hitk'lH>nH.iiid nsnills flinging 
aside tlw p;a aphi*rnidi;i bid iHit for a 
ceieiiHiiiv to iiuiugnr.ite a lelephone 
exchange. From J*nni's lime, il IxkI Iwi'ti 
th(' tmicUie n(»l to appoinl a Muslun 
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6«bn iMnp^Rain Ja nambnoowio eonwntiova iftav* 



SH Ahmwl Bchari, who il ml 
in ho to tho proMot hnan of (hi 
Jam boBom IMfho 

tiWHtipdjUwJi nim b h^ 
imowionlyf u rthof 
dbtanco tholhsimi 
fmthoCoR(rois(l}. 
WyiBnirourtmonl, 
hoMi^wl 
botrairiiMirti 
inMonpooi vqIh 


ctimmi8$inner in (he Kohilkhand division 
m Up. whkh had a 4U per ceni Muslim 
popuUiion Amongst the first things 
Hahuguna did after taking over was to 
apiKHOl a Muslan commissioner in this 
regain. He‘also appomled a Muslim as 
the chief secret^try and, as he himself 
says. 'Ttas was the first and the last 
time that a Muslim occ’jpied tins post." 

Bohuguna saw lo n that of the 4,UW 
policemen a'cruited during Ihs cbiel 
ministershv, 1,000 were Muslims. (In* 
ckkmlally. of the 4.0(1(1. half were from 
the scheduled caste i Healsomlervened 
to settle an old dispute concerning a 
mosque in Bahrakh. 'fhe mosque had 
been closed fur prayois smee 1954 and 

when two de<‘ades later the matter was 

referred to Bahuguna, he saw to it that 
the mosque was reopened. Hut he 
admits today. “I did ii (only) after my 
election." He went around the district 
and held eight meetinp tu cunvtnce 
hOft'Muslims that this was in no way an 
attack on them. He aays that he <uc> 
ceeded only becau»tf he did wlut he did 
"with a clear mind*'. 


r 
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SPCCtALRbHJKT 


was yncerernonmuslv <(rt)p]K'd. ’I'lic 
nvss!t|{iL' Wd5» cledr; )k* liAd ovrrslmi h(s 
6rief And il was tirnc (iir hnn i<i i<<k 
* t1us was (he last real in 

ciiOiTete lemis, (ci influence the Muslim 
vote. Krimi iho KmeriK'iky (Awards, 
the Confess lias ivit t;iken a sinide 
radical step towards niectinii! any <if Ihvir 
demands. After coininiil Uu k Ui power in 
lyMl, Indira (iandhi Inniiulatetl .1 IS- 
point prnm'ammc. whhfi has lax yet 
been implemented. Jn lAt, th** Minor* 
itics C<Niimi8si(A. set up by I he J.inata 
J^>eem^le ^1 (a body without teethl. has 
writ ten t<i the l*rirne Minister poinit^K 
uu( that (he l.'i poiiK proj^raniine iv not 
heinff folkrtved by any of ihe state 
Kuvemmenis. The fortner chuimian of 
the Cominission. justice M Iku. was no 
dmiHusRined with Ihe marmer in wlmh 
the CommiKsioii was treated iJui he 
wrute to the tfoverniiMnit suKK^'stinx 
that It be wound up iiitoKerhit. The 
CtenmissitM) hes submitted nine reiairts 
on various issuers <nnceminp minoritk^s 
to different ijovernmerits. (Jf iheni, tame 
have betm discus'wd and only hiur 
placed helore J^irliamenl. 


Tin Centre WinuMS In Hu 


dnputo ■ Uttv PndHh to dtad 
tfw itito gowimwil to toidi ky 
• lewtr CMJri order Md Mm 
dw dtopatod (dm eptn M the 
Ran JmnbhMifd tomiiii. Much 
tdoed hM been sM line* then 
but the preUem til evate I 
tokrtiea 


a sectwn of the pofittcaf leadrrslap. 
indudmit the Muslim, charired Bahumina 
with trymit to fexd the MiAkm massifs. 
He defend himself by hotddiK pubbe 
ineciinKs and askoiR the Muskms if they 
AH iKTeed with the charges levelled aiuinst 

Ivn. There is no doubt that, by and 
large. BahuKuna was perceived by the 
M usbnis of Ol * as being «ympaibvtic and 
won ihc loyally uf thK neciiun of the 
eleiiieate. 1*he Rovemment at tlw Cen* 
tre. which lad eaiiitT alkrwed twn to go 
ahead with the txihcy of appcaseig the 
^ minorities, was penurtK'd i^n it saw 
' I that the Muslims were dnwn more to 
^ Hahugufa than to the Cnnttri'ss parry, 
j He was asked tr» stop wtaang the 
Muslims m this manner by the party high 
^ lommand. When he did agree, he 

ftahugun* Itefl) and Japanneih Mishm: two teniw pTwavslim chief riUniswes 


U nder Ka^iv (liindhi iIk* reSatinnsJnp 
between the Muslims and the Cun* 
grcssdj has worsened. To appease 
Muslim fundamefltaiisiH and also m a 
Rusguided effort to capture Iht* Muslim 
vote, the Centre passed the Muslxn 
Women flYolection of Highls on |)i« 
vurcel Hill amidst a storm irf prr>tvs( 
from secular cirvfes all over the ^tiuntry. 
Ihc Bill sought to repeal a prrigres'iive 
judgement given by the Supreme Court 
that a Mu^im woman was entitled to 
maintenance njthls under Kfirank' law. 
Hajiv Gandh) s government stepinKi intu 
the controversy and. aided and abi ited 
by known Muslim fundumenlalists, 
fucmulated the contruvorswl Bill which 
haa aince bectxne an Act. 

This set off a Hindu reactiem and tn 
appease the fundameniabsts among 
them, the Centre intervened again m the 
Babri Masjid-Kam janambhoMni dispute 
m LltUr Hradesh. It directed the state 
f^ivenkment to abide by a lower court 
order and declared the disputed place 
open as the Ram Janambhoomi temple. 
Much bload haa been shed since then 
and the Habh Masjid'Ram Jananito<>omi 
controversy sliU evades a solution. 

Most political leaders in the Oppvsi* 
tion insist that the Congressdi is using 
this as an electoral issue and will uke a 
deciskm on the eve of the general 
elections, depending on which vote hank 
it wants to please. Those within the 
Congress(i) counter that the govern¬ 
ment is caught in a quandary and cannot 


fnd a way out. But there is no doubt that 
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Proiesluig ^galnti ih« MuiJim WoflWi't OHI g»cn>oft 


<it>v viluiKih 1<* tlii't Will 9 |)rn* 
rwMinrnl rttcct 'Xi llr Muslim stKe (»nf 
w',iv o| \Ur i>;ih>r. Ah Mriiar IVClD 
liU'xHlrMi T<iiui Anw'iir snvs; Kam 
j.iK.MiilihiuHin iK^iiv IS miIvihI, I hi* Cun* 
kiirssU) will iU'nw *i ^irv.il dei*J iif 
iKMidil h.vii II. Jl aihsulidnli' (he 

Mll^lmi Vi)U Uf IU> OllliT IHSUt' I'm.** 

ill iii«* uiiovi un ,\ ><4uiHXi. llnMMi 

hiMiu liiiiiMci Kiii.i Siti^i ini1i.iU*il t;ilks 

wiih (iHul<iMk’n(.ili>>lH trtmi b<itli ciNii 
lnunllK ^. The firnt hu*i*TiiiK w.ih wiilt 
MiihUdi mis tr«>ni iIm* riiknu \mt\\ w Iki 
th:it iIh' ! nail i t bi‘ uMerTcd (<i 
Oit aniriH ui iIkH ^11 pcOitic^ parties lx* 
mvitfd tu •' H'JiitHXi. ITie latlcf 

Hiik^iiestidii. laiicj AiHvut ci^iiLiins. was 
io oiisme tSo Ilk* Op^xisiinni |iartk‘s 
(««ik .1 ''ijiTjtl oM I hi' nijiUT, 

Uirir IS no HimH iha( ilk* nun*k*(( 
IKiiih s ptviei (<> he kepi uul <it ihis 
iaiu»r s«‘iitiMvei HV ali<i^»'lher. As kHai' 
liiM H.ivs. "Noi «>ne ut lh<Mii ipobir.il 
lekU'l' (liHii ihe Conp'esS or the 
I)|I|ius||mmt| wiU siy tliHl Maslmis me 
Ik'Iiii! (riMitxl ris set i'iiiA'n< 

.irvi iu>i 01U 4 ii (hem Ivih i.ikrii a 
turtui)!h( (in tlw fi.il)n Maspd 

iliut- * Avet H J <iiv i(a \ 'an v prfHHjeiii rViu 


Smith, '1^v MuAhii» have bcKiin U* 
reahsc (Kit the CoAin'<’ss is playviK the 
pubtK's otappi'aSi'nK'tK. And why s^kiM 
we inier\enc m (lx* inailer!' Wo wil thA 
help the Ctinjtr««<il> m resohinc this 


r'lA" - 

UndtrRijivfiwdhfN 
reMomMp between tht 
RAuflrm and the Congr^ 
wenened. To appease Musiin 
lundamentalets and also in a 
miagiaded atforl to capbjre Iht 
Mnlffl vote, the Centre paUed 
tha MusOm Worn {ProteefiM of 
Ri|hb bn Dherce) n MilMa 
storni el pretest tron laadar 
« tatesk over the county 


ptobkrm. tel them resrdve it them* 
selves.” 

This iH the stand taken by most of the 
centnsi atid riKhi*wiiut Oppositlnn par* 
ties. Kven t lie Jan Morcha ha^ refused to 
lake a calesurkal atanee on this. Its 
memherK say, "Why should we aheiMte 
either community at this point of lime' 
Let them reach a nolulion and we will 
make our views clear at ihe time of the 
i lections.” 

lirdu. communal riois. ilw deploy- 
mem of the |*AC (I'rovincirtl Amieo 
CunMahuloTy). Hiihri Ma^jid - these are 
all issues on whrh no poliiicun from the 
cenire'ntdii is willing to stick his lurk 
out. for tlw leftists, whose 

secularism is behind doubt, the others 
all have an eye on the ivin-Muslim vote 



SfiantbuMin pUying on eomirunal Mntlmont 

bank. A5 CI’liM) Ml' Saifuddni Cliow* 
dhury observes. "After Indi'pi'ndefii'e, 
supportui>t the Muslim c;*usi‘ was tmi 
c^msklered communal, but t<*day anyone 
who dfws Ml risks this cIuiikc.' He is 
hi|£hly critical of llie Centre’s ellorla U> 
reach :i soiiition on the it.,hri Masjid 
probk'in by talking; Irr fuiichmenialisl 
leaders of both cumniitnilies. (ty doin>! 
so, "You are Riving them credence, ” he 
says. Cltowdhurv. like most secukirisis, 
IS of the view that the disputed site 
should be taken over as an ardiaeoloRic* 
al niontimeni by (hi* slate. 

S yed Ahmed Buhari, who is next m 
line lu the present Imam of Ihc .fam» 
MasjKl. IS categorical thai Chowdliury's 
suRResIion is not acceptal^’ lo the 
Mushms. He also b*»lu*vc*s that the vote 
will be determined by this highly emo¬ 
tive isxue. He is of ihe view i^i the 
issue will fHily further distance the 
Musbms from the ConRressd) and that 
there is btde that tk* Rajiv (iandhi 
Rovemment can dn now to find a solution 
mutuahy ^reptabU* to hutli cuntmuni- 
lies. Muslim resentmeni over this issue 
Huhari leels will be iran^iated into anti- 
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f: -- “That 
—I means extra 
health for everyone.” 

Horlicks is now enriched with extra 
Calcium—vital for strong teeth and healthy 
bones in growing children, and tor the good 
health of the entire family, it also helps 
provide the additional Calcium essential for 
expectant and breast-feeding mothers 
Horficks IS full of naturaf nutrients— 
protein, vitamins, minerals and 
carbohydrates - that provide energy and 
vitality And now. extra Calcium means 
extra health 








TO SAVE YOUR LIFE, 
YOU MIGHT NEED 
YOUR LIFE’S SAVINGS, 


lilnusse'g con be pretty 
mdeccJ Reason wtty, United 
mdii. ki:. igilor rnode Med<^im slobs 
ifj help you Nvben you need help most. 

With Its total hospitalisation and 
domiciiiery hospitdiisdtion scheme. 

HI Mediciatm helps you cope witn the 
heavy expenses of mapr illnesses-a 
probability in everyone's life. 

For d premium that amounts to less 
than AOp a day, Medtciaim reimburses 
your hospitalisation and domiciliary 
hospitalisation expenses upto 
fts 13,600/*pef year (minimum slab) 
and you can avail of the best m 
medicare 

Inexpensive and Ux*dcductable 

The most attractive feature of Ul 
Medidaim is that premiums upto 
Rs 3000/' en)oy a deductiori on your 
taxable irKome 
Family Discount 

Ut Medicidim also offers a special 
' 5 'n dis' ^.iiMi of 1 0% if you cover 
'• . 'i »ouse, two children 

k * h r I rfj I • 



)Premiu<n 

Premum 

I hiosoitali* 

Oomtciliaiv 

loe^day 

per annum 

satjon 

HOSDitaii 

1 




sauon 

.RsOS4 

0s 

900 

Rs 10.500 

Rs 3,100 

: Rs066 

0$ 

950 

Bst7,a00 

\ Rs09S 

Rs 

350 

Rs 95,500 


RS164 

Rs 

«)0* 

Rs 37.750 

Rs 5.950 

RsSX 

Rs 

640' 

Rs. 59,750 

Rs 7.400 

Rs356 

Rs 1,300' 

Rs.69,S00 

Rs 11,500 


* Pmui«i Aki.«JeAt covei available 
on payfTient of addibonai premium 
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Tht MiNin rate k cm^ line* 
the coflwwNr hM kmyi tended 
tovoteeskbbHlMiitweyt, 
m tlpett y pi recently, been I 
tredldenit vote fce n liet the 
Conpm Accofdhv to CmM) 
lender 8.1. Re ne dh e , leer wee 
the prime Motive whi ci i 
nflneneedtheMwImto 
updorttheniniperty 


e.T AtnMivf Muftllmd ir* 

IMMOuWkd bf Ml* C«A9rM4 


. turn are, of courne. no Atrjnsers lo 

I iwme. 

Most r»^l]cy| leaders feel (hal the 
>|ovemrTK*nt will be able to use rhe Habn 
Masjid issue U» cash ui I'o either the 
Muslim or the HirKlu vote. However, 
Saifuddin Chowdhury says> "No card can 
save Kajiv Gar>di now." He ptnnts out 
that the electorate has always refused to 
be swayed by such conskle rations. Ch* 
injt the example of the Allahabad byelec* 
tKin> he points out that by bnnjtinK m 
Anjn (fovil (the actor who had played 
Kam in the serial /?ai?ia.van> to campaiitp. 
the Congressd) had expected to sweep 
to victory. Instead, their candidate was 
badly defeated, proving that such con* 
siderations do not matter to the people. 

Uver the years, the Muslims, acet^d- 
ing to secularists, have realised that the 
Congress no longer represents security. 
Tlie communal riots in which the state 
machinery (such as the PAC in UP) has 
worked against them have distanced the 
Muslims from the ruling parly. 'l*he 
search is on for an alternative and. as 
one Muslim leader says, "Now il will aD | 
depend on which pulittcal party comes 
out with the right kind assenioAS 
where the Muafims are concerned." 
According to him. not i single party has 
so far won tavour with the Muslims. Hia 
sentiments are echoed by Ahmed 

MMMT M I«wwr^i Oaoav 1M 


Ja«MUMiW ot MuaSm peww 

Uchan. who points out that in ihi* 
71*puoit progranuiM! ol the new Opposi¬ 
tion alance, Muslim denunds have 
received scant attention. 

How'ever, there is iMle kkeUMKxf of 
the Musbin vote bemg captured by anv 
communal ot^iusaiion as the comnuii* 
Ay’s preoccigBtJon with secunty wifl not 
allow rt to vote en bhc for a marginal 
politk^ party. The vote vnff either go to 
a national altemaiive or be fragmented 
amongst the vahoiis parties n the fny. 
As one Miolin leedcr explams. The 
threat of Hndu revivahsm can stil push 
(he Mushms btfuod the Congres^D." 


Asked about tins. AlinioO K-ihun 
"In a year. Jbo days >osr go bv .iml ii/*, 
uo the last day that ilu* Muslims will 
decide wh<r to bu Tlir Iasi ();u i> 
Std) a ytar away." 

livcryrrfif, however, agress OuU iho 

vtdv is gcangio be decisive. It i jihxii Ik* 
iviyhed uway. but wIhlIi wav ii ^sill 
will depend on the p«»]]lual cvonis pre¬ 
ceding the ciectuxis. AikI il li/V. hanu- 
dive 8 assessment proves curri-a, Uien 
d>e Muslim masses will continue Ui be 
manipulated by the Congress! I) ho that ti 
can remain in povrer, 
ieeme MuatefwNew IMM 









IN QUOTES 


The fram^p 

Hillhir Sin}‘h, nxenily uantiUed in (he Indira 
(htndhi assassination case, on how the police tried 

to implicate him 

\viUin ts fin.'>Hy OHiuity ' rinrufTr anil jttMnielf did it 
ihwp iHi the hmji-dfMwn. far Ike fironeeutian'M tine fr> 
ili.viuur hilira another nun^eldike eub^nnpecl 

iiul. 'Hh- fvvtsttjn ! Amarjret Singh—lumeH appnv 
lift Hums fileti bv Salwint ' for Ike ooliceT 


7 1 ^ if/twi IS fin.^Hy oniuny 

<hwp iwi /h«' hmji-dfMwn. 
(Ii.viuur hilira 

iiul. 'Hh- fvvtsttjn 

firtitions fileti by SulWMnt 
I Sirndi -finl Kt'lui Sinyh at the Supreme 
toiui hnvc bevn ttimeii (h>wn. Sow thv 
twii fM'rsons ^enU-itiH^ to diath (or the 
• trmu’ on dt (kioher. tUSC 

hH\‘e ttnly hern h'fi with An appeal to the 
Pie.<Kli'nt. tar As public (tptnitm is 
Of/Kenied. flinfHr Ajs Afrcady been long 
dehy<‘<t ^n<l Uie {HTfu/n* guHty of asses- 
suMliiu: hKhra t tnillu sduntld fate the 

However. evt‘n os the final stAge of 
the trial approaches, there are variovs 
I quesliom repirding the case, whkh 
i irntwied unanswvniJ. How could both 
I ih<‘ iH'ssiviu Court ami the High Court 
I svtttrrxe fiiilb*r Sihgh to death and only 
I litglwst <<ain in the latKl imply that 
I I /k* r vttAvu t * i:<f him was faluicated.^ 
j Who :irt‘ tlH~ othi,! :iuspeiis which the 
I SiHU'iaf Im-ef^tiUAiisv Team (SH'} has 
I limed it kwjn/s ukJude in a second 
I Hull IX* shi'ci ' Who are Itw other peaph 
I iIh‘ ptilicc wHiucil if> falsely imptkate in 
' the murder charge}' In a frank interview 
.1 nmnth after he was atxjuitted by the 
Suf}rvme CtHirt. Halbir Simih talks about 
the iMvles of aaispirtKy in the landmark 

a^sASSipatum case Exieipts: 

. SiwoAt: Hiiir nw the proaecktion 
ahtr to iniptiralr gnu in the Indira 
> tiandhi asMssination ease? The 
I Supreme Vnurt judgment makes it 
I dear that the case against pau was 
' only part truth... 
j Kalbir Sin^h: '11)0 prdsnulMX) hikI the 
1 watilcd |o mvolvo miuw Ixi; porsi 

I iMlitios in iK* so thyt ihi* i'iKiS|jtraoy 
I l>t*n(l< d (Iio si^Uis i>( the lieiunscd. 'Phe 
'•( a I’ruiie Minister of a 
•, eounirv hy a mere siib ins|iecU>r and a 
1 ceiislatite doe^ iw>l took xTry CK’dible, 

1 The'v, IT la<*i, «'jiu<‘<i U) inelude Simran 
' Kvi SiiiKh Mann, Jaj<|it Sin^h Clw^un 
hikI iAhets m the ease fHninii the 
'iiit *ir'»h(;i(i(Mi I was I ok) lept^aiedlvOul 
I look tin* lUinirs »it IlM-st* IMiifile m mv 
'11111*1111*1 Its, I w<iul<l W iiu^e iipfirover 
< <*ni1 alhmefl lo >><> h<*e. 

HTin/ ii*efv the iactiea deployed al 
j Ike Yamuna Vetadrame because ei 
I tfAfcA people like CurhuM SIngk, 


riniufrr .SinifA and yourself did not 
tar Ike ^ronerMfioA’ji line but 
anutker suspect dike subdnaperlor 
Amarjret Singh—turned approver 
for the policed 

Mo did ik >1 oxai’tly turn approver bui 
hr wij> ndiKcd to hci'iNoe a key wiIik'ss 
aioinsl iiir. U*t me leH yoM ahogl 
inyseU. I was arrested on ;{Ileveniher. 

and lAen 1 o the V<'Biidn)niv. 
Hkfe the pok*!* wanted me lo make a 
ftiatemem before the nujpsirate that 
Hoant Sinjeh had told me that Smiianprrl 
Smith Maw and llanndrr Suiflh. who 
was the assisUnt hij^ (unmissioner m 
(>»h» had I Helped Iwn in the assassinaHtm 
pkil. K.P. Kidohar, whu. was (he invrs* 

AMk ^ --a ki f I I i 


su}(|{e^ti*d liial it was Mann 'i phutn* 
uaph. I iwud It n«ay or nuiv not h«* 

Art you convinced that if you had 
turned apprw'cr your name would 
not hove figured in ike ckarge»sheet 
of the cane? 

My bc^xHiiuiK HppT<kvrr, a pv*rson cloes 
not absolve hintsrlf ol aiiv moral res|AMi* 
sibihly. (h>t* onlv implicates himself and 
in fact r» commitUni: a crime. I did turi 
know anybody hy tltc* name oi Mann or 
J«j| 0 it Sinidi C*h<»haii, except hir the fact 
ihai they M lieeri in ilk* tHiws. 1 knew 
(hal Mann had lendi'red las resipnalion 
after the pohee otM*raiukn m Ihe < I olden 
remplr and that Jaioit ^ioidi lud made 
some threats o1 as^as^inatKin ^ai Ik 
!tKC I Iwtd IX*' even hi*:if<l (he koad* 
cast. 

How welt did you know iSeant 
Singh. SatU'ani Sinyk, Kehnr Sinyk 
and Amarjeet Singh? 

1 knew Heani Sinidi and 
Smith aa i‘<illeaEues -iHit as friends, I 
had seen Satwanl Smith <N*iasionallv and 
liad never sci*ii Kefiar Smith in rnv life. 

H’Aaf. tn your opinion, was the 
execi role of Amarjeet Singh in the 
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TtwiimilBilIcnoliWiw 
MUittr by • imn iiMMiMctor 
ndicoMliUedMMtM 
iwiY t tidW i. Ttmiw<i n i>ki i tlB 

t bdiWiiMtobNM* 
ni4MlSk|bllMn,i«jR 
Sb«h(Mnaidtfein 
bilhtcMt 


rate* Me wan initialiif a smipect, 
inter turne<i npprvver and woe given 
a protntfdon white three of you were 
facing iriat in Tihar Jait... 

I h** police* '«iin|)ly Arrwotrt'l 

SiTi^li aKJfinsi rm> as iIk c u» use 

me acauisi Maim. Clmhan ai)d ihe 
others. And while the Supn^tiie LiHiri 
sdkJiri the jijdcnx 'nl tiuii Ana ne’e! Sii^h 
wi 3 % he^nnimg iiu^re at)d more wiser 
with vvef>* slaieiJK'fli. he was »'ru.illy 
becotiiint^ mote and fiHve oi a hKil 

He in betievi-d to have been a t'try 
weak’minded pernon who ipeea- 
Miimatiy Utok drugn. in thin true? 

He was a dru>! addH i. He was ncHonlv 
}tivcn druin's by Ihe polue it) the* Velhvl- 
rortic hut even or ihe dav he was pvmd 
evidenci* in Tihar Jail ht' was m a 
tlniEKed state, He could Dot walk prot>* 
erly arvd could iv»i kink mio the late lA 
Mnitesh Lharidra (hri'illy. 

You may have Aeon/ that eoriitr 
thin year \marjvet Singh died in 
rather vurioun ctrrumntonve*. ()o 
you nunpret any font piag in hin 
death? 

I do not know llic details but 1 ihmk 
his dratfi was not;; luiitral c/ne Mavlxf 
he was tortured so intHii tKit lie com* 
mitied '•uii ide hy irik:ni{ an overdose iif 
some drutf. Or, irayU* he Ivid been 
(Kiisoned or s imethme. 

The III he' ihit>K is that il Amarjeel 
Sinidi knew aliout ihi* consurncv whid) 
wa» alooi 10 kill ihe I'nine Minister he 
))e(rayed tlx* (rust <il his oftke by rMK 
reportintt it 'l'hu» lai he should also 
have lN*eri made responsibk*. 

in your cane the rruciat piece of 
evidence wan the note in which the 
calendar of eventn wan written. How 
did the prweeutian manage fa plant 


thin on you? 

In bet. what was wrHten on (lui 
paper was llw euKl Matenieni I hey 
wauled me in nuke $o that nxire and 
iTMire peiqrie cihiU he wnphenyed. Wxiyk’ 
like Irurbiia Sanxh* Virnxlcr Smidi and 
Atiur)e<rt SniKh* They wanted me to 
nuiDorne the cocrients M that paper 
and latef wvried me lu imiuck' more 
thmm Idle SiRtfar^i Smith Mann's 
name. With the pa^saiee of a day of 
wet'ks they were vhanfDnjt thev plans 
So. there was one Ungv where they 
wanted me to make thtk sMtemi*ni. 
Ubere were so many papers with (hem. 
As has been proved by ihr Supreme 
Court judpnienl. ad Ihe ducurm^s per- 
tammii to my arrest were larcir^. ITiey 
had nude me write so many papers - • 
not just this one whkh they eventually 
used sjtainsi me. The lint word on the 
pap er was 'Telt bfce killmit .." 'Hiey 
kn^ they cmid expkiil these words 
alone. Then d (hey wanted to make a 
largff conspiracy they could bnnn m the 
other people who had been rum^ m it. 

You oM they wanted you to name 
imporiant pe^Jip. Then why did 
they mot put their namen in the 
forged amfeMohnaJ document in 
which you nay “feit Uke hUUng...’? 

It is at a blex stage that tiuy wanted 
Mam and Ihe others to be irnplicated. 
There was total conhtann since there 
were d^erent batches of people who 
were intefTOffating batches of suspects. 
While A the begeminfi they nght have 
wanted two cnnspiracies. (hey 
deciM to have one. That tt why tlwy 
had to fabricate papers to show my 


arresl friMii ihi' N.ij.irc.irli Ixik '-((•p Mv | 
dottHilkui aduallv U>|^ln lioni (he kcii • 
Flirt. HkfV well* ncjT cim*nii.ihii>i on 
one llunn il uik sui^)lv n c.w ol Uh* 
m:iii\ coiikii siv»ibnK Ihi* Inolh. 

then to widen the riny. why did 
they otno not charge‘*hvef iiurbux 
Singh, Virindrr .S'mpA and ihe cim- 
etabie in the /‘rime .VmiKfri*’* 
nccurity fntm whone barrackn a lar- 
fridge uw found? 

ActuaHy ikhh* ot ilu'sc ivople tiui 
conspired, 'IV jvikc wnc jusi inriur- 
inu ilwse pc«i)}k' lo m.iko llvm wilnc^* 
««•> iiKHiiisi nv- vmicrxnly v\m‘. IVi 
i« wliv iMbp Nnbih. (V Ki'soiw H,mk 
ixtipkiviv, .ind K;i]iMilcp Kchui 

Suijdi’s nepiK'W' Hrir ik i^iiPU’il iimk'i tlu* 
NatKiiul StM'URlv Ai I Tlx'V knew that 
iwiIxkIv w*a« UHiiK in lH*lp iVm sh they 
wvu* lMir;is'iii^ evrivhniiv 

ffid Meant Singh ever tett got* 
that he knew either Simronjeet 
Singh Mann or Hnrindrr Singh.’ 

NoihuiK xInhiI M.mu. Hnt lirktdiiii,o 
mt'itiHxiiil ilwl lu kiK'w ll.iiipick'i Sinuh 
and ImH im*! him wVn \w .uriiiii|i;ii.«'d 
Mrs tiurxjln nii «i iiip in iIh; S.iiM|,isi;m 

.(Mil lines, 

According to tonreeM in the Spe* 
dot /nvcHigoting Ttvm (SiTi, the 
potice do have ettme wide net- to link 
Mann with thin eniw. /Hd Meant 
SxnoA rcer Aifff to you ah*iut ihin? 

I Mmply llnnk llw povniiinent k 
tivmit to buk SiUis w*itli inino'^ in 
eciH'r.(l in tlx' s;iiiK‘ wriv IIhv w nil led lo 
implicate Mnnii. Il Hk v wnnusl im> to 
lake lu'. lunH'. HihI fix oiis tlu*v 'ki nor 
luvi‘ diiv evKkive 11 Ik IvKf ikiiir 
‘lonielhihi; Ihi'v cihiIiI miioIn (ind out 
Ihr truth aiiAinsi him. h\'<*n Muon liun 
jwHf has bem eslensivelv iiiU i nibt'iKsl 

/M you think after your nryuHtat 
and after the Mvnteni en againkt Sat- 
loanf «SmpA and ArAor Singh hat'e 
been eerved. the ffttvernment wiil 
i$$ue a Hccand rAorff<'*aAHrf in the 
onooMination cane? 

They should not. At li'asi iVy caiini't 
rope me in tlw enf^ apnin, l*lv(*n wluii I 
had been put under lontud arrest, mem¬ 
bers <if toe SIT had told me liiat (lx>u((h 
you have been arrested, if llu^re i^ any 
justice meted oul, yrni will hi* released 
Fventhe prosecution pi’oplc luid li^ me 
ihtv cine day after my arrest wlien I was 
being esairted from ihe mlerrogalion 
chamber to the courts. 

if Meant Singh had not been kiO 
ied by the iTRP guerde, what differ^ 
emet wcuid it have made to the 
coot? 

They couU have pressured and tor' 
tured him to any extent and implicated 
as many people as they wanted. 

imanSawad by flHu fartitfWew OathI 









NEWS 



' \ whose real kkiHiiy and i-onsiitu* i also appoinicd M(jK*s niece, ledavarhi 

, I i-.i seems \o have a due^the a» the new propac^nda secretary. l«eelH- 

JayOUillirta M //I O spot AIAOMK of the late M.G. Namachan* , vathi, an unknown hciusewtfe lih recent* 

U'///i fh/tr /J/KKi/i/'nfK dran has spirt into three one led ly, shot to fame after she delated a 

. *• ^ vndour Janaki. the swtod by his | kjdnev t» her rrilically ill uncle, MtJR. 

hreaktOf^ cmr/V and a ♦** hernme Jayalahtha and llie third cap- 

//II^i /|K f /,K-V,tijif/^y/ Jiv ri»,ytU ‘NedurKhe«hiyan. At the for jaydlalitha. she dkl not aeem to 

((fUlllSf assuulu a n\ rivals j^ewTal c-ounnl meet mu the fnur rebels j he p.'nurbcd by the H September 

also re^iIvcd In fighl the wmimon I proceedings. AccordinK to her. the 
(In II Sepiciiibvr yet enemy". DMK president. M. Kartina- | sroup of hiur constitute n tiny mintirity 

f aimthir AlADMK fat tnin nidhi and declared lhal m (Ns aim the whah has drifted jway due to the 

w;l^ In <m, I Ih vin^ decKkd Kfoup would even considvr aliimms with m a china i i on :• of i he "C o n^re s s (11 

ihji ihvv would noloneer ' other M(»K followcri. (Jbviouslv this rikeni". I*anrutti Kamachandran. She 

hi> iit^k< lo uet <ihinK with I was an atfempi to mend their bndiees now cUims that alie is well nd uf the 

Jiiyalnlithrf. \\h‘ tpoup of i with Janaki and Ihirunayukarasu ev'en Kiwmink men. Hut Jayalalitha's state* 

lour ;iH they are uow mmle 1 Ns clear when he said, "iarukiano menls belie Ihe bet that mtri-party 

krutwii Ni> (k’dareil ilut it would func* ma Is nut our enemy. Besides, we must rivalry is here to stay, 

tion AS » Hrimfritv cnniy x>ekmp liose all rcabe that it is impoctant to keep Moreover. Jayalalitha has also to con* 
link> with "otN'i M(iK followers". For* KarunanidN out" tend with her rivals m the AIADMK 

nK*r ihit rini dmd riinisUT V.K. Nedun* 
rhcHiiv^in is IN' prcsxicmt of the new 
4 Hit fit .iitrf forrmt minisier J'anruiti S. 

U^unmluiiHlrm its i{en<Tal sixrerary. 

I fk^tWdothet IciiJcrs. S. Thirtinavukar* 
ii'iii ;irKl <. Arunpiinayaspuii rvtwn their 
prvvMHis lilies ol p.irty trciiHurvr and 
iieiKU|uiiri«Ts sr4rei.try reapecuvvty 
tliouKti tviw tN*v hiivr forsaken their 
r,ic'iuiK'r'*hip lit ilwj.ivMlaluha A[A[>MK. 

"W< will himiion as a separate ciKj* 
ty," devf.irvd I’arirtiti' Kam:M handran at 
the iiKX'imit <il I he AiADMK Kcwral 
nniiKil oHtveikd ui II September m 
M.iJi.is. Kmiui, ii'soluifniis were pas* 
set! stn|i;nnp JinaLilitlin «»! hi’i general 
.‘••ririaTV hip .mil nxjui’simK IN* party’s 
.il .iN.m>< MiMiiMitlei* fVAC). domm* 

.it*'<t hv IN* l;m''IP l<Hir. to launch 
4 nnim.il ;iimI i ivil prix mlink*'* •i>Mmsl Ihe 

i.iilv (ill ... III the party funds 

ih.ii she ImiI ;ilie)ti'<1lv iiii'aiipropnnied. 

.luViiialitlu h.icl fust decLired tlial she had 
<'iilk'< led K'< l.r> ircHi's lonlnhuliorts 
diihnii Iki tiiiir ot l .inol Nadu and later 
M .'tied It clown lo Ks HO Likhs wNch she 
s.ivi well' T«*iiiitf<Hl to Nri by Ihi* various 
distrii't fiinclioTiark’S ol tN' partv. 

"i.iv:ilaliiiw does not have the qual* 
itws. c.ipKitv, (uliure miii beltavHiur to 
we.n Itw manik* of kMdurship." yet 
•imither resohdioij read while expUininR 
i()o i*.i\isc*s fiJT her ri*moval (rocn the 
pHitv s top post. Nedviicheahiyan 
' ItiMueil iN' jAriKTal cnuncil was now 
eiiiixiweri'd io take action againsi the 
' aiithoriisniiu aud autiKTjlh " Jayalahtha 
Ixc.'iu.'ii* ii wiK Ihe N.iim* body that tud in 
tli< hrx (A li e made her tbt* general 
M*i'ri*l.irc. 

'Aith the group lit tour eks’tinp a new 
rot III ollwc Iwuri’Ts *-‘as autlionm^ by 
Ilk* AlAI^MK m iHral coWK'iU.a body 


(Lto r) Ai e njtneye pe m. Thkuwrru t MUUM. l*»Jun 6 *n «h i y n and PufuHi AamachanrtrMi at 


However, (he Annai. as Janaki (J^n^). On 5 September her propagan* 
Kamachandran is now known, is not da secretary. K.K.S.S.F, f^machan* 
bending backwards to we l come the re* dran was assaulted with knives and Che 
bets. She apparently told Pannitti and assailants also threw acid on Ns lace. 
'rNnmavukarasu that they shcukl not m)uring him severely. The ex-minister 
expect to be given prominent posftkms tf has been admitted to Madras’ ApoQo 
they did return. That «rss no douN an Hospii^ where he wiH uodergu plastic 
insult for NediBvheduyaiL who has surgery to undo the damage done to his 
been iionuring hupes of beccoiiiqi the face «imJ scalp, 
state's ettef mnster in the near fixture. 

And aflor beinK snubbed by Janaki he The incident occurred at Ns hcoie- 
declared. "Our merger with the Janaki town. Sattur.just as he emerged from a 
griKip might lead to practical and oahU- marnage function at a friend's place, 
cal problems at tNs pntnt of time." First eggsheHs filled with add were 
Further, at the general couned meet* hurled at his face and ihe fleeing victim 
mg, not orgy did the group of (our was then attacked with sickles and 
remove Jayalsktha from bir position but swords. JayaMiiha rushed to M^ni 





wtiere Ramachandnn had be^adnnaed 
''»a pri\'aie h«J$piUl. She had him shifted 
to Madras for better treatment. 

Ilie polke nabbed twomennenrthep* 
lace where Ramachandran wasassauhed 
and followed it up with more arrests. 
11ie mum accused, Thamaraikkani. a 
former belonxiRg to the nval 

Janaki AfADMK taction, was picked up 
from his room in the MLAs' hostel at 
Madras, ft was said that he was beinK 
'guarded" by several henchmen u’ben 
the polH'e party arrived. 

One of tlie first reactions to the 
ghiisily attack came from Janaki 
Ramachandran who declaied that such 
jcts went against dcmiicratk values. 
She dcinund^ that the culpnts be 
brought til book qukkiy. The pobce say 
I hey arc also on the lookout h»r 
Amrutharaj, the mam henc hman of Tha¬ 
maraikkani. who was alleKedly involved 
in the attack on Ramachandran. 
Amrutharaj reportedly nursed a grudge 
against the former minister because d 



1CK. $.$.A. nawiaahiffdfaii tttm he wee 
MMultetf by rival pertyweittvWoeeaWacfc 

his bebef that Ramdchandran was hostje 
towards Thamaraikkani’s group m that 
area. 

Making the best of the distressing 
attack on her party colleague, jay^alitha 
issued a kmg statement which alleged 
that her rivals were making fun of her 
little private army. Their intemion. she 
said, was lo cause personal harm to her 
in the event of her dismissing the 
bodyguards bowing to such pressure. 
Arvl though lor a few days Jayalalitha 
earned the sympathy of the people.ii 
seems that either nvisry or rebeBkm wil 
finish the Jayalalitha (action o( the 
AlADMK. 

K. tli^^iMMkai 


Fear is the 
key 


A homb rips through a bus, 
rudfly reminding the 
residents that they are slid 
targets for terrorist attucks 

Xht cjpri^l K ofK'e agam 
vnvrbf^ >n :i blanket u( 
fear. On the evening of 12 
Sepiciuber. a pcmvriul 
bomb iippvd ihnnigh a 
pnviiiely operated bin>. 
kiftng one and miunng 2tt. 
at the Slinhd;ir;i bus ternun.il m 
Delhi. After a rekuivety kmg cakiu tlw 
residents of the citpiiMl who nidety 
renunded that they were still larijeis <4 
termnsi aiiMks. 

The bomb went off whim the bus had 
barely started muvmx out of Slialutara 
terminal for h tnp to Central Secriiarut. 
The exptosivp. which was concealed 
under a single seat at the front of the 
bus. badly miiired those sittmg m the 
front rows. 01 the 21 people injured by 
(he shrapnel. 3lKyear uU Rajiv Kunur 
succumbed after bemg admciied to hoi* 
pita) 

As usual, the ptikcv became wiser 
after the event and there is talk of 
setting up an "anU^tenonsi squad” 
which is expecied to concentrate on 
gathering inteligence about the move* 
ments of lerronsts in the city. Lack of 
intelligence has been a probk^ m deal* 
ing with such attacks for some time now. 
In fact only a day before the Shahdara 
Mast, tvro identic^ bombs wire disco¬ 
vered and deactivated m the city. One 
was found m a bus and the other near a 
roundabout in the city. Again, two hand 
grenades with army m^ings were 
found near Kad Yairi Niwn. a day after 
the bbst. But despite al ths. pubce 
remain very mud) m the dark about the 
identily of the people masterminding the 
attacks and contacts in the capiu). 

The terrorists were apparently trying 
to take advanl^ of the sense of 
complacency which has avpt mto the 
dty's security set-t^. The kifl in (he 
attacks had led to a Iet*i9 m the 
vi^ for instance, buses were not 
being checked for unclaimed objects as 
they were in the ^st. Soon after the 
explosion, the Oelu pobce decreed that 
po^ control room staff would be post* 
ed (along with senior officen of the 
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Fofsnaie eiparis aiaminvthvbut whieh waa 
rlppetf apari pya aomb. lax SMurity 

Delhi Transport C<ir|><>rHii(in) ui all thr 
^Kl city <k*p<>ts to clwck bu«cs <is they 
were entering and k^aviiig ilic Ici iiiiiialii. 
I'obccnwn were .ilso inslnunxl Inilipik 
buses fft rfHitv. Th«‘rc was ulsn ilie 
predictable anntHirKcim'tK finm the 
DTC asking pe'ipir to infonii the staff if 
they found “suspiCKKis olijurls * King 
onatiendvil in buses. 

*ll)e question t>cing .iske-d l^ why 
llw&e measures were not taken InTon* 
the blast. After ^11. tiu* threat ol an 
impending ulinck was signalled with the 
djsi.overy of bombs in the iminihI just 24 
hours before the Sfuihduru expkiMon. 
Whatever the reason for the jnaciHin. 
the polKe have mt made headway in 
tracks duwn those responsible kir the 
blast. A do 2 en people have lK*en de¬ 
tained for inierrogslion and teams sent 
to neighbouring slntes (Haryaiu, Duar 
Pradesh and Punjabi,'Die police say ihnt 
they have acquired "valuable itiforina- 
tion ' but am not parting with any details, 
foMoMM 0oW 
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A pre-emptive move 




As the DK whips up a 
< amnuitin for the release of 
\ LTIE militants, thepohve 
I n avt hv arresting Kittu 


K4*l;itK>iis tht* U* i 

UtiiIkui TijtcTs uf Taimk 
K<'kim tl.lTK) «mI (he 
lii(Ii;ni ^)vernnk’n( have 
hit uii h»v». 

’Hviu^h (hi* prrM*<*«s h.K! 
way lurk in mH7. 
wIh'D Mil. HiimncharKinn. the llN*n ! 
ihiel ininiHtt r nf Tmnil Nmlu and vhk*f I 
pal nil! <)l tiH’ nniKaiUs. ImI wiihdrawn i 
Ins unsiiiuin^ supfxirt (<» ihi* I/ITK due 
(M presume Innii iIk* Oniirr. (he final 
(Mil in the I'lffiii was utrix'k with the 
Mrresi ol SadjsivHin *Kitlu* Krtsh* ' 

rukunirir 

Kittu's iirrent under the NaiKKwl , 
Si'airiiy Art ixi ]2 S(i)leriilN*f. hiiwev* | 
er. WHS Tidl wilhiHit its Hlvire <if dranu. 
Kvei sinre MtiK had piven the < 
<'<ild hIh miller to I'raiiluiluiran and his 
men, iIk' I/ITK lud iumi*d lothe hMK 
mid lhavKJii KiUhaKain (MKI fnr puhtHal 
support Sm when the e"vernflH*nl 
eInmiMsI down nn ihi* militants wIhi had 
taken lehiue in M.iih.is. and arrested 
ir>4 Timers fnmi their protin^'anda oflH'es 
in hKhia Naxar, the DK furHlimufies I 
moved I Ik* I'wjrls for then release. 

AiUtt*i|i.itinK siH’h a move, ihc povem- 
nH'iit had lMM>ked itx* Timns uiKk-r (Ih* 
N<>iirMi;il Sei urilv Ac I (NSAl iind llius 
effeiiivelv f)re em|)lt'<i 1lu*u DK pal' 
rolls. Ihit Killn, IIK* ImiiMT Jaflai rom 
nirinder of (he LTl’K. Iiad e»cap^*d 
arrest iKxaust* of his repiiiarKm of bewx 
KWu loo ir>e terric*} i*i(ch«» VooramaM iilM 


‘soft' towards New tk’lhi. In fact. Ki((u 
was (he only link hotw’een the Indian 
cniellixi*iK*e a>A*rHy. (he Kesi*arch and 
AnaKsnv Wkik iKAWr and (hi* L'H'E 
leadershii) whic h were set retly ('arryinx 
on nepiKuliofis Kui in Jidv the talks 
broke dowit and it was then that the 
polHT sw'CMiped down on 1 lie mihlattls. 

Kittu and some U his ekrse assfio* 
ates. ihfAixh niX unniedialefv arresiH, 
were kepi under a 24*hour surveiBance. 
Km the* DK Kt'neral M\tcM»ry K. Veera* 
main, a i'k«s«* fner)d of Kiitu. (nrd to 
stonn iiUo the Unx* xw.*mlU leader's 
house on III ^fAt-fokn-T m defiance t4 
the pnhie nicdrrii VeeraniaM had elfec* 
Ins'lv registered Ns protesi av^onst Ihe 
arrest ni Ihe 1M iroktants. bul it aoon 
backfireri Irn llw DK leader and his 
mhrani frK*nds 

Alerted liy Vei'niiianrs 'pr^Hest pro^* 
ranunc*. the lamd N<«dn polKu I eared 
ihai ihouidi they Iwd pievenird Veera* 
mani from riHx'tmK Kiltu on 10 Septem* 
b(*r o(h<*r poklKians who W4‘re fnendly 
with Kittu mudii staxt* saraUi protests 
and di^monsiraiMins leadmx to a serHKJS 
law and order |irtjtik*ni. Hestdi's, 1 lM*re 
was alM> the possihihty ot Ihc miktants 
sliptanx away <|uk*tly wlidc* attention was 
focussed IA the ac’tmns uf (he kicsl 
pohlanans. And U Kitiu and tvs asvsi 
ales did escape. ii would not fist he a 
kiss ot laiv Utr ihi* polkX’ but a nwfv 
Kr»urce of einbarrassment for the 
Centre. 

So. the best ihmp si the orcumst' 
aiwes was to kick up Kittu m>der the 
NSA and that was what the puhct* did on 
12 September. Now, Veeramani must 
be rueAR Ns impulsive aition which 
provoked the c<iunltT-(nove. 

R. Bha^an StafK / Haaiai 
to bmafc Ovoupf Bia paiiaa cordon 




And then, 
the deluge 


I iBia ammm' emvasmi 


Millions of people reel under 
ihc onsloufihi of floods, 

to he the worst of its 
kind in decades 


If there urc floods in 
Assam, can they he far 
behind in Hansladesh^ 
Kven as the Brahmaputra 
swelled and brenched its 
banks submerxinx towns, 
viilages and cities in 
Assam, in neixhbuunnx Banxladcsli. 
miOHHia leeNd uhJei* tlie oiisMuKht 
of the fkiods. In the capital. Dhaka, 
nearly knir million people battle for 
survival while in the rest of Ihe country, 
the scenario is even more gtim. 

Kanxiedeshis are mil unfamiliar with 
Oooda. but the deluge of lt^B8 has been 
the most severe and the fury uf the two 
rivers which flow through Bangladeslw 
the < ranges and the Brahamputra-have 
wreaked widespread desLruction. Mfhat 
has made matters worse is the fact that 
there was littk' prior information about it 
as weathermen had forucsst that apart 
frren a few sNiwers. the muiisoun had 
Inst most nf its impact. 

But August seemed in be the month 
(uT natural calamities. Earthquakes rock 
ed Assam. West Bengal, Bihar and 
Nepal and experts fed that tNs may 
have affected the behaviour of the river 
systems m the entire region resulting in 
floods. However, the Bangladesh Water 
Developmeni Board was not exactly 
bending over badewards to discover the 
geological reasons that had resulted m 
(he fl^s during 1967; and once again 
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An Mh«i o< Ohaki: no oolutton to Hto 
lloed probPofn 

the deltiRv <i( lH8t^ rauKhi tlie Hoard’s 
experts 

Nevertheless, llw deluitr has spurred 
experts in spec ulate about the v'auAes 
for thi* iVxtds. dtw tlKsiry has it that 
excessive rainfulJ in (he ranfit of eipht to 
15 inches a day for moic tiun a we^ in 
I he fof It hills of the Himnlayas ctwid have 
resulted m the floods. It a also the 
experts’ cnnteittion that since P2 per 
cent of tlic tc>t«ii c;uchnienl areas of the 
(wo nvei syslemii lie ixilside Bang¬ 
ladesh. any actrviiy leading to an «• 
crease in if»: wtier level ol the nvm 
renviins uiiknow)] lo Itangisdeshi ex¬ 
perts which makes it difficiill foi them to 
nuke reliul^ woa()k.*r forecasts. 

’fhe Kritg mission which had studied 
the Hood problem in Kasi ]*akjs(vi years 
ago under the siegis of the llnted 
Nations, had pranied out that siitabon in 
the Ganges and Brahmaputra had 
reached dangerous proportxim aggra¬ 
vating (he (VM>d problein of the country, 
[t is estinwied that the river beds arc 
rising at the rate of three (vet during a 
period of two decades and arc therefcTre. 
unable to contain the huge voluine of 
water that passes ihrnu^ them. 

As for (he impaci of the Hixidx rei (IW 
country’s economy, it b unhkety that 
Bangladesh is K<«ng to recover fttxn n in 
a hurry. Goverrunenl sources point out 
that nearly 40 million farmers, whose 
contribution to die gross domestic pro* 
duct is as much as 75 per cent, have 
been affected. Also, the country would 
have (0 import large ^lantrties of food* 
grains, necessitate b> the huge shevt* 
of foodgrains. And though the gov¬ 
ernment has appealed to ii countries 
and international donors for food sup- 
pbea. there has been no definite re¬ 
sponse so for. The traditional food 
donors like Canada. Auslralis. USA and 
the EEC are stiU assessinK the sAuation, 


The angry 
hills 




A 36^hourb3nd\yforan 
Uttarakhand state paralyses 
life m the ref^ion 


To the tounsi. Namital 
Lake is a bi*xutifijl sped a* 
de. but (XI 12 SefKeffi* 

ber. the calm of the lake 
was marred by uidy de- 
monalrationK that look 
plan* ift Ns victniiy. Tlie 
dfvhour Uttarakhand h>indh had begun. 

’the call for (he fwidh was given by 
the Uttarakhand Krarrfi Dal (UKD>. 
which, since its inceptRin nine years ago. 


to oareidy wei« jxicked with 

wJu were stranded on jiccount ot tlx* 

bandh. 

The president of the UKl> :ind Ml.A. 
Kashi ^ngh, remarked that the IUvIiikji 
bjndh woukl hi* a histone one ;ind 
w’amed the aulhonties of dire conserjii 
ences if anything untiiward happened to 
htH party c^res. Tho authorities HhI not 
take any chances. Provincial Armed 
Consi^mlary (PACt and poliie i>ersciiv 
nel were deptuyed in large numtX'is m all 
eifdit distncis. 

In the past two years. (Ik* UKU has 
organised mass demonstrations at 
Noimtal. Paun and on the laiMts <4 thi' 
Boat Chib in l>eJhi. Its k*adt‘rs complain 
that ihe UP government ha>i dom* little 
for the economic uplift of ihe Ultar* 
akhand region. Unemployment Ivis been 
growing in the area. wliK'h niso lacks 
dvic amenities. The UKU benxkaiis the 
(act that the UlUrakhaiKl region has 
very poor represenUlion m the stale 
AsMmbly. The area, which has a 




Facing a barrage of protests 


The government faces stiff 
opposition from 
environmentalists over its 
ambitious Narmada Valley 
Project 


11)0 prc^t was jtfued 
from tht word no. While 
the government con* 
iinued to shovel money 
inio tU ambitious Rs 
U.SOO'Crore Narmsds 
Valley Ifrojeet enyir«i« 
menulists have continued to fight the 
government tooth nnd nail. And it seems 
now that a showdown is imminent. 

On 2 and 3 September, members ot 
two action groups working for the riidits 
of Adivasis who ire to be evacuated held 
dhamaa in Bombay. Ihe 200 activiaU of 
the Narmada Dharagrisi Samiti and the 
Narmada Ohati Sangfursh Sarrati. led by 




Amanlnh Choudhery: handing out aepa 

playwright Vt^y Tendulkar and Janata 
Party leader Mrinal Gore, disabled, 
what they termed, ‘'dtizens' memoran* 
dum" and demanded that the Narmada 
project, which comprises the Narmada 
Sagar Scheme in Madbya Pradesh and 
Sankr Sarovar Scheme in Gujarat, be 
scrapped. Their main contention is Chat 
uespitc the government's claims of re< 
hat^iiaiing the Adivasis. none of the 
three state government s-'MaharaahtR. 
Madhya Pri^sh and Gumt-has done 
anything to Kgiure land for the 2.S lakh 
people of some 489 villages who wiff be 
disf^aced. 


The memorandum states that the 
prciect which proposes tte construction 
of 30 big darns will submerge 80.000 
hectares of forest land and cause irre* 
parable damage to the environment 
Scoffing at the Gujarat government’s 
efforts to seek a Rs 4&HTore loan from 
the W(vld Bank for purchasing land for 
the would'be evacuees. Ute environ* 
mentaHsis say that the project will sound 
the death kneB for wdd life m the regiM. 

The activists have plamed to intensif>' 
their stir hy launching a narioQ*wide 
campaign against the prrgect. begmning 
on 20 October. 

But so keen is (he govenunent to see 
the project through that it has not 
hesitated to hand out sops in a bid to 
appease the angry envimnmentalista. 
Tte AmaruA Chaudhary regime has 
chalked nut a scheme by which, govern* 
ment sources darn, nearly 4.000 fami* 
bes wiO be provided free lind and other 
facilities at 17 sites eannarked for houa* 
ing them. Moreover, electneity wiD be 
provided to them free of cp$x and the 
govenvnent proouses to plant more 
trees than those thg^ may be destroyed 
during the construction of the dams. 

And in order to stem c Tit ic ism about 
the prefect Chawfliary has even set up 
(he Swlar Sarovar Narmada Develop* 
ment Corporation headed by es*finance 
mmter, Sanat Mehta, to speed the 
completion of the project. When cbm* 
pleted. the dams, says (he government, 
wilangate 18 lakh hectares of land n 12 
distrids and provide dnniung water to 
4.720 viBages and 131 towns besides 
solving the perennial water shortage 
problem in drou^t'prone Hutch. It is 
little wonder then tittt Chaudhary sees 
red whenever he is confronted with the 
environmentalisls* arguments. "These 
people are worried over destruction of 
fixests. But have they ever seen jung* 
les? Can they recojp^ Adivasis?*' asks 
Chaudhary. who Is himaetf an Adivasi. 

Chaudlary is not akxK in his defence 
of the project The Opposition has. 
s ur pri si ngly. aO along supported the 
Narmada Valey PnijM and recently, 
the chief minster woo the siqjpmt d the 
Chhatra Yuva Sangharsh Valm too. Said 
Aol Patd of the Vahini. which Is also 
fitting for the rights of the evacuees. 
‘*lhe demand for scrapping the Nsrmada 
projeri altogether is wrobstic and an* 
pncticaL *rhe Saimtis should co ncen* 
(rate their efforts on scekrig a square 
deal for the haplesa Adivaaaa." And so. 
the tussle goes on. 

Ti \mn 



In deep 
waters 


The controversy over the 
clearance of NTR's pet 
Telugu Conga project takes a 
new turn 


For weeks now chief 
minister N.T. Kama Kao 
has been neck*deep m 
trouble. And the reason 
for his pb^ is water. 
First, h was a group of 
Congressdl ML As who 
went on a hunger-strike demanding 
more water for Ox Rayalseema region 
of Andhra Pradc^ Next, the I'elugu 
Desam MPs and MLAs staged a dAama 
in Delhi to protest against the Centre’s 
non-clearance of the Telugu Gangs pro¬ 
ject They were dispersed by the police 
but as soon as the dust had settled 
fdfowhg the hue and cry raised by 
Opposition members in Parliament, 
there was fresh troubk* in store fot the 
Tehigu Desam Party ITDP). 

On 4 September, the controversy 
over the clearance of the Telugu Gan^ 
project took a new turn. The chief 
mouster of Kamauka. S.R. Bommai. 
declared in Bangalore that he would 
personally lead a delegation to Delhi to 
impress on the Prime Mimst^ that 
clearance of the project was against the 
interests of the Karnataka pec^lc. "My 
government’s stand on the issue (the 
6spuie over the sharing uf Knahna 
waters) is very dear and there cannot be 
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Deceit and 


Is the Opposition's efforts to 
oust Ershad from power 
being foiled hv its own 
leaders? 


Wbii (hv 
I'reKidciU H. M. Jvrf^hMl 
.or the 

NatinnaiiHt V?ny'i (HNi^ 
lender, I<<^t:itm Khnltda 
Zia'f Kven a« Heizuni ^ia 
nvikvs unhiicrostcful bidit 
to Mend the anny hiiok tu the t>arr;Kk9« 
she Ikys the thrcal <>1 a nui^ir hrenk-up 
vnihin her own party, it'ontneiu li^aderK 
of the HNI'M by iNorMiwhile M^retary 
fcenenl. (^b^Klur RHhnum, elaini ihni 
bej^m '/m ts ituilly of aulocrulir be* 
haeiour herself a» •aiw hns disw>}ved the 
central and exeiAMive ciMiunitlecs nhd 


TM (MM AemewMeh ma begkafi g» »v 
tnepoHci; (MM) WTIt; trmh iwMe 


Award <4 1976 whN;h nublvd 2UHt) imc 
ft water m Knshna heer and alutled rt 
for distnbutMm to Andhra I'radesh. Kar* 
nauka and Maharashtra in (he propnr* 
tkin of 8U0 (me. 700 tme and 5^ imc 
respectively. The Award jdso alknved 
Andhra JTadesh to use (he surplus 
water till 21KX) Al). Sory (he state had 
already allocated 800 imc of water to 
Rayalseema. .Tclunj^na and the coastal 
repons in the stale, the attocatein of 
water for the Telugu Gan^a prefect was 
done on (he basis of surplus water m 
Knshna river. 

The neighbourmit states of Karnataka 
and Maharashtra were naturally dis* 
pleased with the arran^tetnent as rt 
meant that vdien the Bachawai Award 
came up for review in 2UU0 AD, Andhra 
Pradesh would be in a better position to 
barjoin and ensure for itself surplus 
water in the future tun. And ^fTR has 
steadfastly stood by the Kaebawat 
Award countering every criticism with 
the claan that “as the uil-end state. 
Andhra Pradesh can utdise the surplus 
water^ of the Krishna river a« it wishes, 

NTK abo refused to attend the chief 
ministers' meeting convened by the 
Centre and cbkned that "the onus of 
resohrmg the tangle by sQuar^ with 
the central government which had 
appointed the Bachawat Tribunal AD the 
goverTvnenu concerned had accepted 
the Award and it would be totally 
meaningless if we aOow the issue to be 
reopen^." Whh Karnataka intent on 
contesting Andhra Pradesh's daim to 
the surplus water, it seems that N.T. 
Rama Rao has not yet heard the bst of 
the contentious pro^nt 


any compromise with Andhra Pradesh 
<m the controversial Tefugu Ganga pro* 
lect. The Andhra Pradesh government is 
guJty of violating the Rachawat Award." 
Bnmma] said. 

Wliilc 15omm<ii wys getting ready to 
anss swords with NTR over the issue, 
the central leadership of the Janata Party 
had, iromcally. supported NTK's de¬ 
mand lor "early clearance of Andhra 
Pradesh's projects by the Centre". Con* 
gressd) MPd were quick to pounce on 
the anomalous behaviour of the Janata 
Party members and in a statement on 4 
September 14 Congress MPs ques* 
tioned the wisdom of the Janata Party in 
supporting the dhama when the Janata 
government ot Karnataka was opposed 
to iL 

But Telugu Desam's P. Upendra was 
qukk to come to the defence of the 
Janata leaders hke Ajit Singh and Madhu 
Dandavaie and said that the Delhi dhama 
was meant to protest against the Cen* 
tre's apathy towards Andhra Pradesh 
and not fnr the ciearince o( any one 
project. 

Nevertheless, clearance of the Telugu 
Gangs project is a m^r demand of the 
IDP government. The entire coa* 
trvversy revolves around the l^chawat 


KMlMagia: imdariire 

restructured them to suit hi*r own 
whims and iancK*s, 

Kahman held a meeting of his 
era at which il was resulved lliat by 
reconstituting the two comRiilToes, he* 
gum Za had violated the siiim (4 the 
party's Constitution. Itic BNP sccret- 
I ary general Salam Tsiukder hit back by 
I saving that ilie Obatdur faction liad itself 
I viobted the party's Constitution ami 
alleged that Obaidur Kahman and his 
cohorts were trying to destroy the BNP 
by ganging up with Krshid. In a press 
I releme, Talukder warned tlwl if the 
I Ohaidur bcUun did not desist fruen such 






NKWK 


;u(fvut(*N, s(nn ac tifHi woidcl 
U* l^ikrii thrtii 

Ail or<<111^ In MHIH’ (Mihlir^l (4is(*r 
vnT'4, Taliikih t’s <kmii is ikiI as Ni 
fi'hlM*d.K>l si'riii’.. I| nrncBir?! Art* 1«»hi* 
' Ih*]h*vinI, siJMir nf (Ik* sii|i|iiinrrv iif I^H' 

.11HI a It'M’ IViMYUm'lit 
li'.HlrtN 4 iHIk Awaiiu UM»jiN’. luvviK'on 
m tiuM li wMh iIm> ^»\vriuiii*hi, Alv>. 

I (lirin IS sniiH* s|Miiibllnti Ilu*l thilk’ 
I ah- w>llin^ In rlilrh lit** < 

; .itK^ IN 'f)li.ikn pi«AnAiiinK* iK* 

' iivm*iiir$j| wlish was irxlmU’d U» tr- 
I nviVi* ),i sill III frnni |Miwi’i if I hey are 
! {iflnivd iiiiiiislnri.ll |M>irl<4i(is ;u Ihr itext 
' I aNju l roliiitrk’ 

I As thr hM* wv;mIw'Is iIh* 

I iv^lliih lU ikirtv. lU* ntlx'r H|itH'S;lMi 
; jhiiu. Aw.iiiu l.i .iUtH. is itlsik kir|»iy» a 
I Ifw |>iM<ilc. 'nit»ii;;h SticiMi Hasiiiu 
SV.iAil tus niiKMtiii’nil a iimss I'liffliul 
i.irti|sii^ii, If kis Mill iiMik* iiUH’h In’.hI 
Vi <1V As I lhak.1. Iiui UH'Ti >S| ill I hi* i’{ HIIUI V 
r Is in IIh' k;M|> n* <NH iil iIk> SiAoresI 
' tliM’iU in ii'iinil :iiiH’s. 

Tliv ninNinx'iil w'litth was kiuisht^ 

hs’tik < ^|l|■»sl1aH^'Hklsl Mrskul MH*nis 
In k'lM' fi//li'ij iMir ,1' I hi* varNHis fMrrH'< 
Kingjiik In inyv wnli rtisseiisHMi iri their 
Milks. 



ObXidur Rahman flanging uf> vrith Er*h«d^ 


rile |v«i|>k' liMi aii ^lowniu m* 
Cl isinuli ni'.iHicsnu’d with tlv (>ppiiM- 
Ism ikiilii"* (!' iIk'\ si*<<m iiH';4u)4t‘ i)( 
I t'Mkiny: .1 uintd idkiiu e Mo;iniM*i, Ihe 
I jkililK Mils' links wilh tlw ruluiy* 

I k**’veninieMl is ImpIK lik«'U ti* msfvc 
i*(Miiirk*nt*i‘ Am n>i: llir nussc'ft. In siM'h x 
SAM Mr in. il wtrtii‘1 .is h Rrshad’s 
i'i>TniMii'’0 un^.'ii ill rhi Mm is ^ nHJt’h 
: Ix'tUn iitnikisilxm tli.m .i fraisnenU'il 
t IxMiiki riiinisled wiih ihc 

iihnniisUaiuiii, Ami (lum^di tin* Op(Misi* 

trm iiaitii*s iimkT ilk* k'.«k>rs)^ id 
Kli.iii (l.i y.a amt .‘'lieikh M.isitu are 
I iks^k i; ' ly I'vwc 10 rnm w iWa^la 
I Umi a iiNt : rskad it is unhkek (Ku 

\ Ikv Mi;l h« imy mnie siuiessUil ihan 
I Ilk V Ml IV dUHii^ Itk' tir»i niunil 

AUmflr NoiMiivOfiaka 



Making room for 
controversy 


Women hoarders neettse the 
A/WC au/horidfs of 
mtsusin^ hostel fadlities and 
other eorrapt praettces 

it WAS just nm* ()| till' 
nuns (kniMXKtniiHins iImI 
ixlu* plATV A 1 k'tht'n \Try 
own Mytk' I'ark, (N* Ik Kit 
Cluh. Nvxrlv vcnoifC. 
pMeard wavint* win urn 
had dfcidH til kieus 
; It lent H HI on tlx* alk'i'Ht iiulpiailu'et; in 
tlx' w'i irking w(>iim*ii’s h»»lel run In* tiK* 
AR fmlu WikiRm’s CunfiTeixe (AlWC). 
Wink* tesenuix'iu aytamsi tlie AIVVC 
ni<iiu^*iiK*nt hiid he«^ buiktAK up Hi the* 
1 m>s 4 <*Is mil bi' It al iiv<>r Ux* enuntrv. 
1 himt« i.inx* til il huad in September this 
yoAt m'Ik*ii the nuna^^tiienl tried U* 
push throujdi a frvsh set id rules. 

As thi' .upiaikm hy (he women boar- 
JiTs gimeil nxmicnium. the issue 
i£.ittK(i (xdilKalhut's. The adminisirdtiffs 
of (lx N«*ve (telhi A 1 WC hostel kicated at 
iftay^aJidHSh Koad. the residents cuni- 
pUfii. luw node e<>od use of their 
|H 44 iii ;il iiHUterlions. Whik* Mr^ Kajdulf* 
;uiws;iuli. tlx* i<nii>di’r memht'T of the 
.Aidi'i Klun Hostel is behc*ved to be 
NYtii^ l«ii .1 Kajya S.ibha seal. Padma 
Seth. Ihi* MVreiary jMKral uf the Ix'S* 
tc*l. dikl ItHU Jam. (Ik* supt’rHUerKkitt. 
ari' known to \mx approixhed ruhnit 
paiiY nwmbvri» to quell the aipuiam. So 
nwiii Ml. when the buardera’ erievsnire« 


CMiiK* out ni iIh* o(K*ri and the iMinister of 
stale foi wom(*ns nffairs, Maiit^irel 
Alvu. wiis cHUi*d to inlervi*iK*< sIk* cle* 
clared U»t six* Iwd liltle lo do with 
AlWC affairs. Hlits, despite tlie lart IM 
Alva IS a meitiher of the mkuI VVelkire 
Hoard. 

* 1 >H* hiMtckT) llK*n di*nded i<» submit 
a nK'nioramiuni to the I’mix' Minister 
seeking redress foi ilunr Knevaixes, In 
I Ik* letter ih(*v stall d ihal more and 
more hoslel spaie was heini; illei'ally 
converted inii» cik*s 1 nioni ai'conuiuida- 
tHHi for eoniiiK'P'iiil itHins, ’I'hev also 
('Xpiessitl fears llvil tlw* entire Kaiiila 
[K’Vi Hostel w'oitid U* I'onveried into a 
^estlxHise hy flie adnuiiistrators. llie 
resjckmls also alk*>*td tlwu the nianaRe- 
nieni was planning lesort to ' drdi'oinun*' 
iiH'aaures. sui h as pr event init the boar¬ 
ders from staying at the hostel lor more 
than liiree years. 

Such rules, the residents feel, wf>uld 
etubk* the management to iniiniidatu 
and victimise tlirni. thx* of the main 
demands of (he residents is the riKlit to 
partH'ipate in the AlWC mana^ntent 
and to vote in their cieciions. Als(« they 
lietfl that ? iepre$ent;itive body of the 
residents should be allowed to study the 
audit reports as n w*<iuld prevent crores 
of rupees from beinK siphoned off for 
coouMercial purposes. With the AlW'C 
hoslel inmates havmp stepped up their 
cain|iaifai for the ruhl to deal with the 
Ko> eminent directly, it remains to be 
seen how the AfWC manaKemcnt will 
react (o the pressure 
Uv Mi/Nuw OM 
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I n 1978 Pikistan ^nd Jndia had rt 
sumed cnck«(in8 relations after 
some 18 years Jt had taken that long 
tn overcome the hostility en^fendercd b\ 
two wars between the countries hpon 
mg encounters between Pakistan and 
Iridia have always generated high pas 
sums even now. m one^y crkket 
wmnmg against each other lonaidered 
more importani than eventual succ esk n 
the sompeutjon Sporting encounters 
strain the fragile relationship between 
Mushm and in India people die of 
heart attacks during and ten-year- 
uid boys have stabbed each other diinng 
heated arguments about cricket 
mitcbes 

11)0 Indian team was comprehensive 
ly beaten on its tour ui Pakis¬ 
tan in 1978 9 When wv re¬ 
lumed to India the following 
year< we were clear 
favountea even Gavaskar, 
then India’s laptam. issued a 
statement saying that we 
would win easily India* 
great spinners, Hedt. Chan¬ 
drasekhar and Prasanna. had 
retired, while Venkataragha 
van svsb out of form and 
favour India sbowlmg attack 
of Kapil t>f V. (»havn, Hifiny, 

Ikish) and Yadav didn’t *erfn 
to pose miHh nf a thieat to 
our arrav ol sir<»ke-rnakers 

Hut we were over¬ 
confident Mistakes had been 
inadu m ^lediofl Sarfraa 
was omitted because Asif 
Iqbal, our new captain. fe(t 
he couk) not handle him. ana 
Mushtaq. the only survivor 
from the previoui lour of 
India, was left out. as he was considered 
suspect against high pace. Although (hs 
was true, he would not have been m 
trouble agamst India’s Isnied pace 
attack 

None of the players had any notion of 
(be ^‘essures of an Indian tour From 
Che moment we arrived it seemed a& 
though the entire country had b ecome a 
huge spotlight, trained aoWy on us The 
relentl^s pubbcity. the huge partisan 
crowds m the jam-packed stadjtm. the 
expectations ol our own pubkc—all 
these were too much for some of our 
players. Our batting, never famous for 
Its resthence, went to pieces Zaheer. 
always highly strung, was the fast to 
crack The previous year he had scored 
583 runs, averaging 194 33. ai the three 
Tesu agamit Indu. Thia tme he aver¬ 
aged 19, and seemed visibly rekeved 
when he waa dropped for the final Ten 
Majid looked shaky, and averaged only 
110 despite bemg dropped jiown the 


order m the hter nulcfaes Muda&aar. 
our other opener, hn a centurv m the 
fim Test but never passed iU alter that 
After the first Test we never reaihrd 
JUU n anv mngs Oidv Wswn Kqja, 
and to some extent Javed Mandad. 
emerged with any credtt irom (he tour 

l^e^e (he tact thai oui bailir^ 
flopped.we should have drawn, or even 
won. the ^enes The wicket for (he 
second lest at Delhi helped the sea- 
iners, but { was hampered by a 
mubdeu^') and bowled only 8 3 overs 
Sdeander Bakht bowled hb heart oui and 
took II wKfcets but g was not enough, 
and inte were able to bat out the bat 
day and a Mf 

After thn Test g was suggested that 


Sarfraa should be cafied n to reinlorte 
the tcara but Am! refused even to 
ciin si def the proposal I was therefore 
under great pressure to pfay m the Uvd 
Test, whtth I did the rib nabde went 
agam m my first over, and I was n acute 
pam aftemrds I dnl dismss Chauhan. 
after wlach Iqbd Qasicn and Sikander 
reduc^ Itafai to for 6. but I was 
unable to come back, and the tad-enders 
added 18U Neither side topped ZUU at 
the Aher aniiwB. and Indn won on the 
kntfth day. 

Knowaig I would defritely mss the 
kxsth Test at Ka^w. faida produced a 
w c i' g r aa aed puch. siiwurvnfty lo assM 
Kapd Dev They batted, and stnigjded 
to 162 aganst our badi-i^ senners. 
Sdtander and Ehresharrufthn. We re- 
pbed with 249. thanks abnost entirely (o 
Waaan Riga’s bn fca nt 94 not out and 
were n a usekil poanon before ran. 
which pene uat e d (he cove r s, wiahed 
out the M dtf'$ play 


Although I wai sidi nut hjllv fit I fell 1 
had to play ui (he fifth Test, but ii 
apparent that our team had given \ij> 
Ihev were Ihoroughlv desprmdem 
there was an dlmusphcre <if d(sp.iii in 
the dre^smg room, and when we b.itioil 
some players were tup nervous to 
watch On a perfect batting pitih u< 
were disrmssed fnr 272. with a number 
of batsmen reachmg none uf them 
having the patwne or the will to slick it 
out Zaheer. who was cmvtmed that 
someone had put a speS on hun, nude* a 
duck When India baited. Gavaskar, a 
master of atcntion. made Ihd m almost 
ten hours, and set up the match for hu» 
side I look five wickets, not a bad eAvt 
IS mv iruury was even worse, and India 


won eawly by Id wickets 
By (he IVsi I was fulK in aixt 
took line wikels I thought that vso kid 
a chance to saWajte some self respect 
before going home, but there was to t>e 
no fairv-tale ending We dropped a 
number of catches and let India olf the 
hook (hey tiNik (he senes 241 
AD of us dreaded returning home, and 
we were right No I'akistani team has 
ever had to face such hunuhatim. lollei- 
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Banking, Grindlays believes, 
Should be one of life's 
coDvenkDces. 

Whidt is why, while Grindlays offers every major 
service the best international banks offer, there are some 
services only Grindlays offers. 

Each designed to make banking a pleasure. 
Beause improving the quality of banking, we 
believe, we could uldmately improve the quality of the 
way you live. 

Grindlays Bank 

Member ANZ Group 
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lively Hnd iiKjiVKlunily. Our liitiurc wn\ 
ultributi’d to ooe-'^top p;ir 1 vni>{ .tmi n 
Ihorouj^hly irrc^iKirsihk* wuy ol Ilk* 
Apparently we liiiil all indulKi'd in wiri- 
inR. diniiiK and woiniiiMMnR Ihroiiulioiil 
tour, i'ht rt* was liuk* syniiKiiliy for 
iny musi te injiirv. whk*K I had wick'iitlv 
contracted wluk' iv-rfonriin^ tkduiiHdH'd 
caSisihcrucs with Iik1i:iii :Ktre*''>(*s 

Kealislirallv. il shtukf Ivivc htvn 
priinU'd out tfuit <K)i IkiUiiii* Ibid always 
landed to (‘oll<i|iM< ijiHl(*r prt'>>iin’. Iiul 

III tiH'routeKl id an lTidw-l’:iki>hMi s**rH*s 

nilHinal aivtlvsis is rare Mxk*r-d '{'ht 
press lhiivr*> op iiuiueiHki. 
rumour aitd outri>:hr skmeW. aivt ^ 1 lll 
rmire so ai the lirsl mrii >4 <iid^at. My 
biR>:<'sl I'l iiiH* was to luve h(*(*p outpt*r 
formed by IikIm's star all rounder, kuijsl 
lh*v. 

Kore'k'mi; tlH*se reitiiunialions. AsH 
Iqbal aniKMiiHvil hi** n*iiretiH*ii( hi*h>re 
wc* arrived Iwhim'. I luring tin* Unir Ik' 
was a shadow ol lus lornwr siHl. lU* was 
on tian(|uinisi*rs .ind, akv^Hlv a wiry 
nun, Ik* I'ki a kit ot wei^hl. Il was nil 
(iiitil IIWii-7. HiH'ii I loured India as 
caplam ainl kist lull a sion*. ilbit I 
tiiiderstiHKl I he t)ri*ssures Ik* must lia\e 
lx*eii UTidei. 

It wus tills sh>ry of JisIsMinur and 
disitrriK* IlNd was (Vinbirily lr*s|loosil}k* 
tni niv ^•^inUiniinR in lx>wi tlittniuMI 
series aicainst India 
wiih a k'u Iraelure, Ute 
<k‘sir<' lo erase the IxhJ 

Imran Khan: 
praiMt rw Aavaaliar 



Mwan KMa Mn0 Mprvlraod 


ltoi«Mtbm«l)tk*l982-«3 
MlM«Mlidi«ill)i 
fnclvntf l(|« hi Mra IQ 
•mt tiN M Rwnerin ol tlw 
IttO tsw kf (ompnhimM)' 
Mk|ilw«ldmHny 
aw tM stmt 


• toiHOP «l inppkMlpn 

nicniuni's of (hat lour hy Kimprelunt* 
Mvely heaimR ihe old enemy was nsr 
»tn>ns. Sine (lien I hav«' realtsed 
sui'h passions are out <jI ptme on Ihe 
iTkkH Ovid, and can orlv do harm: hut it 
rt diffKuh to bv tjbjet rw when one's 
cx»unir>'s hopes and <mk*s self-res |M*ct 
an* ridiHR on tlK* result <il a rk'ries. 
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W hen we arrived in Indvi I i<»und 
that there was not us much piihlic- 
Uv or interest m the tour as had lK*en 
the ease in 1^79. lliere were a niimhur 
of reasons for this 'i'o beion wilh, this 
was (he third senes tn India that seastnr. 
and we had been squeezed in all he vml. 
after the Auslralun and Sn l..unkan 
teams. dvv<HidlY. our unm. unlike that 
<il lyTy, was not rated wry hi«lih , fhir 
battme was LhoURhl to be weak and 
invxpenerKed, and nur bowlmx not 
strung enouRli l<i make much of an 
icnpacl on thu Indian hdItinR m these 
conditions. Kinally. the km-key, un¬ 
friendly reieptkm we received reflected 
the border tension between the t«*n 
countnes at the time. All in ^1 it was 
pHnR to he a touRh arvl tiriiiR tour. In 
two months we would liave to play five 
1'ests. SIX one-day inteniatinnals, and 
some side eames. And since it was an 
off-season luur wv vMKild nlM' liav’e to 
play m hot wrather—partUularly in the 
south, where wc were due to play the 
first 'rest of the series. 

The pitch at Mad i an wds s^imewlwl 
under-prepared and the hull was spirt- 
ninR after tea on the first day. After a 
k mg partnership b>' Slswib and Javed we 
lost some quick wickets, and were tlwn 
i47 for S at the end of tlte liisi day. 
'Ilien I made my third Test century and 
lex* f’akiatan to a tulil of 4H7. This kaig 
iivungs on a sfuw spinnmg wicket set up 







my balling (hf rest r>f the 
Kinvever. whi*n I Imwied m hr>«t 

inmnK^t I couldn't Ket aiiv kind i4 
rhythm. The wkkcl u as undrr- 
prepAaKJ. thi> run-up soh iind sandv. 
IStcau^ of niy jump. 1 ne<*i1 u ihhuI 
fiKilhold. find m IndiH there n^i >nhfi 
in the landing ;irea. 1 couldn t find niv 
rhythm, and hist jutev and MximM’v. and 
prnduted some ol the wiast bcmlinK of 
my career. t)ur howlers made very litik' 
impr«ssio(i on thi* Indiiiiis hatlinK m 
iheir first mniA^ at Madras, 'liv's 
iscored r>ver fitKt. and the match pciered 
iHit m n draw with ihe tlnrd innmK^^ ol 
th(» match only Italf over. 

After tlw first Te«l wc realised tlut 
we would he playing most <if the tour 
under »Uih coiioiikhis. ^ind that the 
JrxJian attsi k lelv iiuinly on the 

two k'ft-aiin spmncrs. MariiTWler Stn^h 
:ind Kiivi Shnsin. Javed Mianddd suit* 
KC'Stcd thiit it would \v ;• uoikI (nne to 
chH up Yourtis AhiTK*(l, wIh> was a 
k'ft'haitder and u iio'kI |>ldyer of s|an 
liowlin(i(. loiYiunier ihc t!kr<*:ii \nr<*iS hs 
ihe Indian spinrH*rs, I asked Ihv lioard 
to send him. aiNl lie us helore thi' 
scx'ond Test. He IkkI noi iiinvtsi U*si 
ern ket (i>r naire tliriii 17 wars and uas 
not ineltKlid m tlk, teaiu for the second 
Test, sinev it was iIh* onlv «nk' likeh U> 
he played on a |h(i h I hat (iriaiHsed lo Iw 
of assislaiK'C to s<<jtrn UrwkTs. llowrv* 
er. Kapd iN v didn'l have stilfawnl 
I'onfidcmce in lodbi’s vnuntis) Ikiltmti; 
liiie*i>|i. utmI tile tnlcU wus slairR mi tlw 
eve of Ihe Test, 

Wc won the uns and put India in to 
bat, because this was the only way vre 
could hope to bovri them ojt twice. 1 
knew that althou^ the grass had been 
rut, this was the best track for fast 
howling we would encounier throu^Hil 
the tour. We had them in some trouble 
at 149 for S. and then Azharuddm and 
Kapil Dev both played good irmmgs and 
toc^ India beyond 400. On the one pitch 
with a relatively finn surface. I bovded 
extremely badly and look 0 for 93 in 
India's first innings. Our repty began 
well, but we progressed too slowly 
against the Indian spinners and made 46 
in 26 overs before lunch on ihe third 
day. By the time India touk the second 
new b^ after tea, we had reached only 
170. Pof some reason the second new 
baU was really seaming on the evening of 
the third day. Bimiy put in an aispired 
speli of seam bowling, taking 4 for 9 in 
30 balla after tea. and we were in danger 
of having to foBow on. Salim Yousuf 


little atrempl lo pu^h tht jMt'f .lud h mvi* 
themselves sufficieur time {<• us«hi1 
again. 1 was stKTX'what suipnsi d hv 
these laetk s and J think wo wi*ri' lucky 
to t^ve the match m ihv ond. 

Keahitiiig tiuil wc wrtv going ti* plax 
the last thrte Tests ou a suu'essioi] «>| 
slow, panning pilciies. I called for rcui 
fiircements. h^Uil (Insmi, rhv orihodcA 
left'arm spinnor, joined us and pki^ed iu 
the third Te«r, as did Vchiius /XhtiwU. 
India halted first at Jaipur, rrnkiiig the 
wurst piHsibk' siari when J luiH fiavas* 
kar caught at slip off ihe fir*;! fxill ol the 
match. Ihr f>tlch whs easy pai<*d. ind 
the rest of the lutting did noi Imi v much 
trouble on ii: ludi.t again si i »ri*<l ov<u 4(KI 
in two full days. 


Imnn «thl» Hwy BM: (top) J*v*d WWiM; the botkbon* of th« PoUlklanl 1t««n 

When wc amv4'd for play on ihe 
scheduled ilanJ (lav. which folkjwcd the 
rest dav. wc fotmd ihni oveiikighi ram 
had seeped under ihr I'nvers, Tlicn.* 
were patches cm one side ol tiic piu h 
just on a good leiigrii for a left*ami 
spinner. Hhe Indian cnckei auttuiitieti 
wanted us to piay. but the umpires 
agreed with us that Ifie pitch was 
un^yable and nut fit to be played un 
accordng to the rule whereby it has to 
be in the same condition as it was at the 
ebae d play on the day before. On the 
fourth day the umpires were overruled 
aod the matdi restarted on a pitch that 
net yei recovered sufficiently. 1lie 


As far as ottter captains are 
concemedr the ordy imian 
dapper who impressed PN was 
Suri Gavaskar iraMy because of 
Ms ertartsm bwwMge o( the 
game. People tai dM Mit 
BreadeyastheoBtitBidbig 
crkketbrabvMIMnkCevnto 
lost iwtMiv by eomparim 
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adrniniscrators did nor want tn make it 
obvious that the covennR facilitiea were 
not up to Test siandand. We made a 
written protest but it was overruled. 
There was nothing more we coM <U*. 
because General Zia*u^*Haq was visiting 
Jaipur as part (if his ’'chcket diplumacy*- 
an attempt to defuse tensxm between 
the two countries. For some reason. 
Kapi] Dev chose to bat on for a couple of 
overs before decbring. 1 suppose he 
wanti^d to prove that the pitch was 
perfectly all nght, We lost two quick 
wickets and then Kamcez and Javrd. 
with sound and patient defence, righted 
matters. Luckily !or us Maninder wasn't 
pltiyme. and India':! two off'Spinners, 
Shivlal Yadav and Gc^ Sknrma. and the 
left-anner, Shasin, were unable l<i ex¬ 
ploit the conditions. Hy the end of the 
fourth day we were J28 lor 6 and still 
needed 3^ runs to save the follow-un. 
which we did fairly easily next day. I 
continued to bat well, making 66. 

Tauseef Ahmed and Javed Miandad 
were both unfit and did not pday in the 
fourth Test at Ahmedabad. Ijaa FaqiL 
another reinforcement, was included in 
the team. Everyone was expecting a 
turning pitch that would crumble, but the 
Ahmedabad wicket lamed out to be 
ao<i!her slow turner. We batted first and 
scored only 130 runs <in the first day. 
Kuwan-uS'^aman and Younis were 
abros’ strokeless fur hours on end. At 
167 for 6 on the second day our situation 
didn't look too good until imi Faqih and I 
set up a seventh-wicket partner^ of 
163. lyar went on m make a century in 


his third Test, and I made 72. He played 
the spinners with confidence and never 
allow^ them to pin him down. India in 
their turn also played cautiously, 
reachmg I6S for 3 at stumps on the tlird 
day. The ASunedabad crrni^ was fiercely 
anti-Fakistani throughout the match. On 


fielders were stoned and J had to take 
the team off the field. We were able to 
resume play aher a TO minute stoppage 
only because the Pakistani deep fielders 
pul on hebneis to protect themselves 
against stone’throwing by the crowd. 

It had been a dull, uninspiring senes 
so far. After the founh T<.>sl, Kapil Dev 
ussued a blatemeni hlanung me for 
negative cricket and for the lack of 
iniercst in Ihu Svnes. His statement 
annoyed me immensely. It was clear 
that wc v\ere not ai fauh either lor the 
boring and ledinua seroes of draws or fur 
the general di-ienchanlment of the pub¬ 
lic. India, who had the advantage of 
playing al hume, had cli(«u:n to make 
pitches on which exciting cricket was 
just not possible. If they were unwilling 
to lake ch«flces when ccnUiimns 
^voured them. I was certainly nut g.’ing 
to i^gc them by taking the initiative. 
As f mentioned earlier. Kapil Dev had 
specifically asked the grftuiidsnxn to cui 
t^ grass ri the pitch at Calcutta. He 
was content to play a wmting cat-and- 
mouse game, thinking that at some point 
our inexpericrKcd side would crack, and 
was unwilling tu take any risks to ^rce 
the issue. He chose to release a state- 
mail attacking me so as to defend 
himself against critirism of the Indian 
team’s inabibly to heat us in spite of their 
alleged supenority. 


Mirtu Khapi MlMlng ioMatwHf loom; woitlns mi o •tratogy 






H^NiK K\THAi T 



B y this lime tbt public was vreani' 
inj{ for results, and every<iOtf knew 
thdl the pilch at Bangalore would be a 
genuine turner. Qadir had been out i>( 
form ihroughdut the tour and his cuedi- 
dence was low, so. despite the wicket. I 
chose not to inchxie him. and wo went 
into the match with three seamers and 
only two spinners Had tiaa Faqih been 
lit. he would have played again in place 
of Salim Jaffer, At a team meeting bvfure 
the game I toki the players that only one 
side had played under pressure during 
the aeries, and that the Indian hatsnten 
had never been in a difficuh siiuatKA in 
the previous Test matches. I toM ilK*m 
that this was to our advaniagf and that if 
we didn't panic wo couM win the match. 
We w<in the toss and after a doaen overs 
the Indian spuiners were on: the ball was 
turning square before lunch un the first 
day. (Xir middle order made the mistaki* 
of going for tht'ir shots in an attempt tii 
gel runs before they gut out. 'Phis was 
an unwise lactic on a pitch that ret^ured 
application and the simv accumularion U 
runs. Wc were nil out lor 116. and by the 
end of the day India had made Bd for 2 in 
reply. On the second day they passed 
our first innings total ktr the ioas of only 
four wicket p. but then pnxreeded to 
make exactly the same mistakes as we 
had committed. 

Vengsarkar who was butting well and 
had made 50, played a strange atUcbiiK 
stroke and was caught. Tlie rest rjf the 
batsmen followed him to the pavfiion in a 


Gmskv fv more 
ilMM from the Indbn preei ten 
he deserved. FicttoRS ire 
poMied between te twe maior 

Man crkketini ^ 

Bombey Md OeN jiift at tey ire 
between Lihere aid Karedeta 
PiUite. fiavaalv c«M from 
Sombeyi and no natter wW ha 
ecMevedi he cedd never wbi ever 
teDeNwrttiie 
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tmr«n In Mtlon; (Itmii C«VMJi«r ln« pvol«Mng 

Uasiui finally disinisscd <>dV'jKkar for a 
bntliant 96 wc krK*w Ihe malch was 
<iver. A few lile blows from Kinny were 
like the death (hroes ol a larnk'd fish. We 
won the match uy 16 runs and took the 
series 1-0. 

'IIk* fifth 1'est was a nail-biter frijcn 
start to fmish-H dream 'I'esi match, 'flic 
tensions of a ^ont ’IVst art* of a different 
order horn llioso of any <il}x*r or 
the instant exi'ilement of onC'day cnck* 
el. it IS uniqm* iKvausc it is a vumpk.*K. 
subtle Hitiry itial devek)p» ov(*r fivt* days 
sn6» like itreat likteniMSses 

many m(w>ds and siiuaiHHis. Aher a Test 
match like thnt at bangalore the rest td 


mood;* bam* of m 


KiplOcvimMtiMiiMiit 
MM n wgmtfcfi^ i Mvt ci icW 
for the M ff Wmf fei the 
ienee> lo escvneni vnoyoo 
M imoMily* We wMMt it 
layN(erthaberii«Mdtetei 
leriee of drive. iMh, the hy 
the idmtace ef hNM, 
hid choeiote Willi pfchii on 
iMch ficttiig (ridwt VM )«t 


the lour was bound to be an anticlimax. 

We ann^ulated a depressed Indian 
team m the onc'day matches and then 
relumed home tu the sort of reception 
that makes a whole career worthwhile. 
The crowd that came in wekxirne us at 
Lahore stretched troin the airport to the 
heart of Ihc' oty. (I took us ht)urs tu 
wend uur w;iv honn* thrf)U0) a singinK. 
danctrv; mull nude of over 21)0. (KK) tlvil 
)iic*d (he roads in ('<*lebralit)n of I'akis 
tan » Aral victory over Indui on their sml. 
Hut another firsi remained to be ^ccom- 
pbKhed-t.eatin£ Kn>;jand m KnKland. Af¬ 
ter what we had jusi achtexed. anything 
seemed pos:.tble. 

e e « 

A s far as other countnes’ laplains 
are concerned, the only InJi.m skip* 
per who imprrsmrd n>c was Sunil ‘ liivas* 
kar. niamly bisause of >uh tsicnsive 
knowledge of the tf.une. People talk 
•UxHJt Mike Urcurfey as tlw not standing 
cricket brain, but I think ih;n fiiivaskai 
k>sl nothin>t hy conipariMm. lie w;is u 
very «»und car^in. nnd liad tn a)|>e with 
the knciwIcdKC that often hrs only hopi* 
was to draw maiilK*s. hecuuse India's 
buwbne attack was not ko^kI enoukh t<i 
bowl out tlK* oiIkt side twice, 1 1 may be 
Ihnl tbs Kense <d fiusirntKjn event uully 
led hun to mve up the c^pt;iin« y. Me 
captained India apaitint iiu* in ihe I9H2- 
3 senes winch we wc^i -ahhoukh his 
leadership was cood. our team 
much better, (iavaskar pr<duced one ol 
the best spells of captauxy 1 hjvc M^in 
when hi* k*d Induj to success in the 
World Lhamptonship of Cncket in Au* 
slnka m 19M-5. and the way in which 
he handled bis iMmloik ies<iurces was 
quile bnHiant. 

Gavaskar suflered fur nuiro abu»<' 
from the Indian press tluin he deserved. 
As wc have seen, faiiions are polarised 
between the two major Indian mcketins 
centres of Komhny and IMhi. just as 
they are between Lahore and Karachi in 
l*al(!stan, Gavaskar canw fr<im Kombay. 
and no matter what he achieved, he 
could never win over the IX*lhi writers. 
In (he end. lu reali5;ed that India were 
unlikely tr> do weD m Tests with the side 
he had. and I tiunk he was frustrated by 
(he pubke’:^ apparent iiial>ilii> to disting¬ 
uish betw’een the taciic'% necessarv for 
Tests and <me*<lay matches. The Indian 
public did not seem to be able tu 
understaiM that tho two versions ol the 
game are very different—they thought 
that if India was so successful tn uoe-day 
cricket. Ihev ou^t 1u win Test matches 
as weU. tn the end. I believe. Suntl got 
fed up with the extra pressure. 
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|s jt goodbye to Jain? 

A shake-up at The Times' Bombay eililiou iiimoys edilor Uiriial Jain 


of India n BfimlMy 
L>dilion 14 )ewel m I ho 
paper’s vrciwn. It » (Iw im>M 
pniruahte oOitHHi 

in iho businoi5 nml nccorriinie 
lo one vww, »lmuW I'he Tink-s AhkIo 
to down oviTythm^ viso unt! only 
run Its IhriiiUiv oditton. pro6t4 wYiuld 
AVtuaUy HU up. Ovor iho >oar«. IIh 
odition hn« survived a dolorminod 
asiuiuh fiiriii the Mm E\prt’iia f(»r tho 
nuiiil>vr one sloi and its ixipiilnriry t4 
such iliai newcomers like 77 k* liidan 
hitit tuve Cuund the loujth. 

Last nuinth. VTk* Yinies nMndKeiiient 
showed that n was mil tnkirix the 
edition’s popuUntv for (trained nnd niado 
several editorial olianHes. In tlie pro* 
cess, It shiKik up the paper s hierarchy 
and—if reports are to believed— 
annoyt*d (rinlal Jnm» The Tunes' vener- 
able ediUir 

'ITic clianjfvs were necessitated by 
the resiKnatiun <jl A S. Abraham, an old 
77nies'hand who was itA rcsidt*nt L*diior. 
Bombay Ahrahaiii left 77>e 7'inie.^ to jpm 
77>e /hndustao Times. New I)elhj as 
exe^'Utive editor, a job that puts him on 
par ivith Dilip Pad|<a<^nkar. 1'be 7>nes' 
executive editor, (onlal iatn reacted to 
Abraham's dvpiirture by placing Katma 


Zokana in chirge tU* t>dHHin 4ikaru 
has editi'd the papers Sunday Kexiew 
for iieartv eight vears now iind as >1 
seiiHtf assasianl ediior was reath* lor 4 
change It wa« widely' expc'cli'd tivit lier 
;q>pi until lent would he I'oniWim'd. 

Hut tins w.rs not lo toe. hi » suitki*«i« 
move, the management lecnirti'd Ikirrvl 
irMonte. Zjkaru. u was iictde iVai. 
would not be moved. Ihi* cIhihv of 
Il'Munie was widi'ly perceived us a 
sound one, A fisim^r assisiunt edit<»r of 
Tfie 7 ’mm‘s. he lefi !<» edit the ttHkm 
fixprvsti' liombay Hmnn and IhtMi, 
when he was forced out by Anil Agarwal. 
Kainnath tk>enk.rs son in'law. i<H>k a 
lengthy sahbairal whK*h lesullvd in an 
univrrsady praiseil hook on the envioo* 
meni. 

Jam, It seems clear. Iwd noohjecimns 
to D'Monte personally but regard it as 
unnet'essarv to gn lording fur a reskk*nt 
editivr when one uf his assisiani editors 
! was ready to be prr>moied D'Monie's 
appointment coincided with Jain s taking 
' leave on health grounds and 7ff»e.v’ 
i offices m Delhi's Itahadur Shah /jtfat 
Msrg and Bombay's Knn Hunder re* 
sounded with speeuLMsm to the effect 
that Jam's iBness was *di|Aj«natic' and no 
more than an expn*s»in ig lus di^ilea* 
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sure. 

Hk* spt'cukitKHi died down sniiwwhal 
wfk n J:iin reUirrk*d to office iind letused 
to opi'idv cmicis<» his omplovcrs He 
L*kI. appaieniK. U*ea visited by Ashok 
Jam. the ciMiitiun uf Bennett. Gdiiiiiiri 
;inil Co,, wivi h.id iirg«si him lo resume 
w<ir1( and assuti-d him of the niaruige* 
meni's supfHHt. (iiinlal Jam. however, 
expressed disnuiy over tiu* compiiny H 
dexisMin to overruk* ihe editor's choice 
(of tl>e resident «‘ditor's xib ami express* 
ed A ik*siie !•» ri'lno, 

ho txr, lu^Mxly is c<initneeiliig on 
wh(*iher (iiiihil Jiiin will :uluaBy tetire at 
I he* end of Tlw vear (his term expired in 
he is on extension) or wheiiwr iIh^ 
Jams wiH Ih' nhle lo riHillify huii. 

But already, speculation over Ins sue* 
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OMp P«dpMnkar{Mi); a SamU JaMv 
(rtpMiprottQs 

cessiv has begun. The favxmnte for tlie 
gib IS the urbane, hreneh-spenking Ihlip 
|*adgaoidiar who left his job as an 
assislvil editor ig The Tunes to >ain 
liNKSCO in Paris, i'adgaonkai returned 
as associate ediug a year ago and since 
then, has overseen an unprovement in 
the paper's news oiverage. Ke is also 
knuwn to have the su|>pun of 77 k* 
Tff/ies ’ young managing dirodur. Samir 
Jam. 

Another school ig ihou^t hold.'i (hat 
the jams will retain (iinlal as sone kmd 
uf editorial advisor and find another 
heavyweight (S. Nihal Smgh is fruqueiU- 
Jy mentioned) to hold the fori fix two 
years. 

All of this, however, remains cimjec* 
ture: nobody la even willing to stale, on 
the record, that Jam might step down 
soon. Whei is clear though, is that Vie' 
Tines, having recruited iiuny bright 
young thmgs to man its Delhi edition, is 
now extending that principle to Bombay. 






FOCUS 


Caught ...on tape 

The Shiv Sena's grand designs to plant a saffron Pag atop Mantralaya in 
Bombay are exposed by an Independent counciUor 


A B ttne cv«r wdnled tr» knuw 
about ttif Shtv buna's 

acdvitiea 

but was afraid to aak. la 
now available* on tape U la 
authentic (the May<ir of Bombay teau* 
ties) One can heai the vixct U Shiv 
Sena counciIkH Uiwukar Raote. who 
aJtemalely c^folcs. threatvna and abuM*h 
j III the choicest of inveciive^, 4 bunch of 
i imall businessmen who 'dared* in offer 
him cmlv Ks 5.001) tofielher^ when they 
I had promised Ka l/HJU each. This when 
there were 77 of 'Item 
I 'I'he (ape in quesuon was produced by 
Independent cuumiUor Kustenn Tirandaa 
before the mayor, Chandrakant Padwak 
who IS aJiui a Shiv Sena member, and 
other members of (he House. The tape 
was brought by Tirandaz when he was 
asked to prove his aUejtatxm of ciimjp> 
unn QKsinst Kaote According to Tiran* 
du, he received the tape in a box of 
sweets that was aent to< htm on f'arsi 
New Year’s day m August. Tirandaz also 
said that he hkl come to know that 15 
others had also received copies of the 
tape but (hey had obvHiusty decided tv 
Ignore it for reasons best known to 
them. 


Kaoir* was elec ted as a t cmsk ilkir ft om 
the Prabfuduvi ward in I9b5 In three 
years he had a meteoric nae to become 
chauman of the standing committee In 
fact, his name was menteHied as the 
next mayor (in 1989). saKC Hal Thaik 
eray. the Shiv Sena ilnef. rotates the 
post every vev between his cuunciDni s 
Kaote. according to corporation circles, 
tus now blown up hn charxek (h to pul 
It m polilical perspective. Haote's 
ctwK'es have bem blovm up by a rival 
group withm the Sena 
It IS a weU'known fail that the Shiv 


Sen .1 has two main factions tine led bv 
Manohar Jo^, now d big-tmic bulkier, 
and the <nhrr led hv the (tirmer iiiayoi 
Chhagan Hhujbal lh« lormer group 
ctxnpnseb those naiinwnlv kntiwn as 
the white codar gentry Ihrv run 
mvi>ey*spinmng cuKhing classes. r»wn 
hotels and buildings Bhujhal leiiresents 
the "file” pan of the lank and Uh‘ of lh<' 
Stttv Sena He is from the fkiwvr u'Hers 
community m Nasik and hi» iiv <*<iri( 
nae has been the envy of Manohar 
Joshi’s group Itisarguedinpanvnrck’s 
that d the Sbv Sena whx h has ambition^ 


Incriminating evidence 

f% $wtktr pMote's cape ronuna 1 obligstion. That la 
■^expfoerve maeeniL fxcerpft: J doubtediv a big sbt 


■^expfoerve rmtenaL Bmrp(a: 
“AH of ua are IVada Bhgirwatoi. If 
you were giants 1 would have taken 
Ra 10.000 from each of you. 

You are busmesemen who count 
the feathem on the wmga of a flying 
bud. Whai cm I explain (0 you? 1 am 
riaoa bu si nes s ram. 1 spend Rs 7,000 
to Rs 8.000 per month out of my own 
pocket. \ am not bvtng on anyone’s 




run to ngnt) TVwiUss fMtfi Cen^sa^ 

ewurwiiiws pm. ainan mfMi ma o. a«ui 
(oantrs) disp4eys im Paew upa 



obligation. That la why I am un> 
doubtediv a big shot, you know* 
(hat) pay Rs three lakha income tax 
annu^? 

I have to build my ^hakha 'I'he 
programme of the afiakAa. and for 
(he shikhi hai to be financed bv 
busmesamen of the stukha In the 
put 20 years not a rupee has been 
ccfiecied from anyone. Even if we 
agreed to pay Rs 100 per year, by 
now we would luve LuUected Rs 
2.000 from you. firstly, and second¬ 
ly, suppose you take Rs 100 per 
year, it would not amount to even 
half a cup of tea per day. Have you 
tflsdersto^? And 1 don't like my b^s 
going around asking for money from 
dme to time. I have told them to 
collect u all at ceice. 1 have taken the 
respcroaibiiity to see that no 
buskiessman is ever troubled. TiU 
today, has any Shiv Sairak given any 
of you a slap of shown you a knife or 
dom tHs Of done (hat? 

During titf Hindu-Mushm note, 
don’t we go forward to receive 
bulets? Muslims are always pre* 
pared taut what we have are only 
sikka and atones. We have brans 
and you have the money, and if we 
two combine we will conquer any 
type of force. 

Money can be coOaeted by rqe at 
any time. I shall cgBeet money only 
once lod never agin. I have taU my 


SMuWiTa^pwif 1 omw iM» 





tD planl a saffrcm Hag atop iho state's 
administrative headquarters. Mantra- 
Uya. in the next elections, it wiV have to 
become a Kra$9'ronls' party and there b 
no way white collar leaders Idte the two 
Joshis. Manohar and Sudhir. nr Prwnod 
Navalkar and a hust <4 other second* 
ranking ones can appeal lo the masses. 
It IS only the Chhaifan bhqjbals who will 
matter. Kor instant'e. the Shiv Sena has 
now dumped the former mayor. Kaiiiesh 
Prabhoo. because Iw dues not bekvig to 
the elite Brahmin group that controls the 
Shiv Sena orfsanisatHin abng with Bal 
Ihackeray. Prabhoo is currently facing a 
case where the defeated CongreM 
candidate in an Assembly liyeIcctKm. 
IVabhakar Kuntc. ha< cballenfKd his 
elei'lion u> the state Lejoslature. Kunte 
alleged that he contested the election on 
religiuus Imes on a Shiv Sima ticket. And 
the Shiv Sena's was a Hindu pkitlorm. 
'Jtw Sene has ditched IVabhtMi. ^miens* 
ibly because it now says that he was a 


ShakhapruTHikh. that once ! keep 
this amount in fixed deposit then our 
shakha will run on it. E am of the view 
that one should wi go begging for 
potty cash like Ks two. I'he boys 
only learn one thing: to collect 
money and then just do not do 
anything else, and then if anybody 
refuses lo pay them, they carry a 
grudge which is given vent to some 
time or the other. 

1 informed my Marwari furiner 
that 1 had prevented Jvs petrol pump 
from being set on fire all these years. 
They wanted to bum ii d‘iwn com* 
pictely, bul I alone stood by him. 
When I extended my begging bowl to 
raise money for a worthy cause 1 
talked to him. K1 have dorte tnyUung 
wrong, you axe supposed to inform 
me. 

You should have been mortaHy 
scared to talk of givmg me Ks S.U00. 
Take your money back happily. Not a 
single boy of mine wi9 go to your 
house to question you about why you 
.did not pay. Eiut when you are 
raided, then don't come to me un 
your knees, Catch some other poli* 
tical partymen then... For the East 2D 
years we have not demanded gsai^ 
pvse^you afl deserve the goomias 
who wd make you dance at sword 
' and knife^point. You deserve 
people who extort money. You dsn’t 
' like social workers who wo^ I6r the 
pubbe and ill eicbange demand 
' noa^ * V ' . 

Efi order to sne'the fiveopf year 
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petiple in Hluwan^. E have sbught* 
ered Muslims taking a sword in my 
hand. Bven so. you don't know who 
lliwakar Raote is? f have earned you 
fiupratia on my shouklen. (ki lo 
*rhane and see how the whole (iu* 
larsti lYimmuniiy recogmses me. ’Hie 
(iiqarati businessmen rd Thane have 
given us trudcloads of peu and bread, 
'they cam do only that. They canng 
take kwords m their bonds Under* 
stand? 

En one rkrt we sbughtered 
Mushms and you businessmen had 
witnessed that with yi>ur own eyes. 
What have you seen till now? You are 
happy here m Dadar and when the 
same Muslims wdt attack you and 
when they will take away vuur 
women, then you wd remember us. 

\ am vvaming you that v^te\‘er we 
do we are playiig with oui own lives. 

instead of jgving us arms, you 
behaved as V you were throvrsig ten 
paise corns lo the eunudL Go. l>ke 
care of yow children. You are chal* 
lenging Diwakar Raote. Diwakar 
Raote is not a weak man. 1 have now 
told you evOTthing openly. There is 
no question ot anger. You must 
Demember ooe thing. Diwakar Raote 
w9 never do anything 'm anger. 

Trouble-makers «e not sAowed in 
my office. When Hindu-Muslim riots 
wok place ii .Giusrst, 60 persons 
w^e brought. You had to pay lakhs | 
of rupees as aitpan (which ai luider* 
wortd parltfice means a hired luMen. 
for bkirtg them. What' it ao great 
about Itr 


landidalc* imposed on (Item bv Ci>ngre^.s 
leader Vasorndddd l^til whose close 
hnki with the Shiv Sena are well-known. 
The Shiv Sena wanted I heir star lradi*> 
uniunist Sarpoldar li> lx.* Uit candidiite. 
Naturally, ITabhiM) hns been l4K>king 
elsewhere for Iwlp. 

Acciirding lo rorponliori rircleH. ihe 
tapc-rei'ordsng of Kaole's hariinguc whs 
obvKHJsly done by q Shiv Ssiiriik who was 
with Ka<iie, hciause none of the 
businessmen pr<*Keiit would luve hnd 
the nniroge io carry a tHpe*rec<irder to 
the meeting. Whoever may huve Inkin 
the tape, it is rc^vealmg for M veral 
fvascifis. Koiemost aiiv^ng tlwse ih the 
extortion iiKiiilged in by tlw Shiv Svna 
even if It If for a guod cause like running 
medKal (vntre^ and ivachuig classes, Jl 
als<» revvdis the nehininis rule <if the 
Shiv SeiM m funwnting rkits and hilling 
Mushms wbik: pnKecimg Ihv Elmdun. 

11 x 1 tape* createci a stir for a while. 
Kul It MHKi died down wlxn Chliagan 
Bhuibal produced Hfugher uiw. 1'hi9<ux* 
had the vuk'e <il Ux* CmigrossfD cowil* 
kx Ik.*vchand (inia :illegt*illy demandmg 
I,(AM) sq feel ul spacx* frinn a builder. 
The mording whxh was on the ex pen* 
sive TflK cassettes of which Khujhal 
made s(*veral copies to hi* disinbuicd to 
the press and «>ihcrH, do(*s mit sound 
auihvnlK*. It was obvious that the buikk*r 
wa« made lo talk to (jala and lx* kepI 
asking htfii; “How much do you want as a 
i<>unnlk*r?" (lala later explained tlidt he 
was liarguming with I lie Ixiililer over the 
compi'nsalKRi payable to him in lieu of 
bs l**gitioMle lenarii y rights. Samanl, 
the buikk'r. wantc-d (iaia to vacate the 
premises and was offering him allema- 
live aiC«imiTii>datinn 

The K.iotc Iqpc lias been vwwed 
“iiehuusly” by llx* ruluig (lartv and it is 
Warm that the* tape* has hi'en liandcd 
over to the CBl for further investigation. 
CongTessmeo and thus^ whom the Shiv 
Sena ousted from the flounshmg under¬ 
world business iX iKntlegging. g.imhiirg, 
proslilulKm, d(K.k thefts, etc. would like 
to set' the ShK Sena taken to task on 
this issue. It is well-known Ihqi, nver 
the years, the Shiv Sena lias successful* 
ly edged out the South Indians and the 
Muslims frum several areas in Bombay's 
underwork). Where they have' been 
unable to push the don» out ihey hove 
joined hands in partnership, as wa» seen 
n the ras** r)f the bie Maumga and 
Antnp Hill dig), Vardarajan and Haji 
Mastan. Both had very, good relalums 
with the Shiv Sena. Ilie Congress, 
perhaps, is the (»ne left uul in the cold. 
Ihe party leaders were during the Kajini 
Piiel regune, the big busses d Bumboy. 
toutty in control of the underworld. 
0%e Teawtoitey 








NEWSBEAT 


A damsel in distress 

Jayalulithu seems to he losing her popularity in the hatile with Janaki 

over MGR's party flag and symbol 


A iTuriBl is 

lo U' iinswiti’d M iht* I’m! 
of ihi< nvinili. Thi> rciily is 
sure III lilt tik* xa\v'^ m the 
hilUT ri£)il for the k'Hj^cv li 
the iHte AIADMK chK-l mmisier. M (i. j 
KBiiuiiuiiilraii. bvtW(*en his M*KaiEi>iia* 
riAii widijw. JnriiiVi. <itK} Ifie chariiimjc 
t*x•heroine, Msjiiyuldlithn. The r|iK*siH)r 
relaU'S til the AllotnkMU iif MOKV 
and &ymliol nnd thi‘ vlainis of the iwr> 
li«dies Afv presi.*TMly heititf dciMtvO by 
(heir I’liijiisels l>er(in* tlk’ chief eletimn I 
voinnuasiom'i. Ten Shastry. 

It Mppeara that tin* Javiil^ilirhu fatiHin 
has receivi^ 4 hao jolt fiillowinK the 
quittinK of tiki four rulx*l leaders led by 
former ’iiUcrim’ rhud iihmisIct. V.K. 
Neduiii hi,>xfiiyan 

TIk' dnnui betoie ihi» Kin 11011 lum* 
misMoi) Ix'kitnii sotai nfier NKrKs (l<*aih 
when l}iith wi^men Ix’itan h fk^ri e iMtIk* 
over his IrKkcy 11)e wihtwu Vih'w thii 
whiK'ver IkHkiiie M(»K’s bt'iK’fiH tor ' 
would uliinvitely win over his followers j 
aikI eventually sii on ih<* clw*! ntinKier’^ 
chnir III 1*0(1 St tieoryte. The deft 
)wndlji)K of the situation bv foriiHi* 
lYunister K.M. Vetmpfun in hinuarv thi^ 
yeai ensurt d llui H4 mit ol Ihe 13d 
AIAMMK l^'iosliitors u> a IIoum* of Z’M 
W4*re ensiuiml in iIk* e.iikii* of Jatwki. 

’Hial M' jAMilaliHiA lioliliiiK on to .’M 
tnenibeis, a number ot tlieni with 
dreaiTis nl A^sunnotf jkiwer by either 
(oi>plinii; Ihe laiK or Mier MiH hy 
suli|u»(alim! Iter in coiiim oi lime. Moth 
woim ii t lainu>H lhc*v had tin* suntort a 
RiAjunly of ilk> (xiriv s r,ink vid fde. 
while I heir siienj<th m I’ai liameni at dial 
tinte was ahitosl even. JavaLihOvt too* 
iciHled before tlx* Kk'clK»n t'onioifssion 
that Jaiiaki Kainiu'h.in<lr;tn was "only a 
IxilitKMl iMtvKv" prcituted up hv "certain 
IHTsons in ordi*r to fulfill tlieir own 
politk'al Ambiuoiis". 

"On the other liAnd. I here was over* 
whelnimtt support 10 iIk* ^roup headed 
by tile first resp(«HfLi)i (Jayalahiha) 
whuh had tiK* undisputed majority sup* 
|xtri in tikr orfianisatKinal wins as well as 
th(* '^iippon oi the l.ej!islaioi‘s in I'oo- 
dk berry <ind die sujiport oi Menihen of 
l^tiluimsu ekx'ted on ifie (wodeaves 
ayndiol beinjt more or less vquiU, it wma 
app.iri'nt that as pet ihe democratic 
norms, lh<* party hea(k*d by the first 


ity..." thus ran Jayalakihas pedUnn. 

fhiih Jayalahtha and JanakI liave, in 
Ihcir petitxMis before l*en Shastry. re* 
called the posi-MflK evetMs and ipven 
their respec tive analyses btaminj; each 
other for the spht in the AlAliMK. 

Janaki said the sphl oreiirred on 2 
Januarv. IWW. vnth Jayalalifha (rtmunit a 
splinter lirtup of T1 MLAs while she 
hersrif had with her as many as d7 
Le0slaiors. in addrtHui to the* wdid 
Hupporl of the majonty m ihe Kvnetal 
eoufk’il 1^ tile part), Jayakihtha said the 
inelhori adopted bv Jaruki lo scs’ure the 
support of Ihe d7 niemberv m Ihe 
Assembly were ijuestioivihk’, 
Jayaialitha also c'lklriMd press <’ht> 
piniis to prois* her ron1i*nliuri Ihal oiH 
4 mly had ( n ivem ir S, U Khurana made a 
mislake m mviliiiK Jaruki lo fiuin ihc* 
I9>vemn(*nt on the liasis of her 47 
Mljks’ support, but abo thal her rival 
lud adopted unfair met hods to kiwp 
lierseir in power. 1lie Mjp(M>rting ducU' 
incuts to Janaki s peliiion had ^tails of 
the ^*m*ral cuuneil members in the 
AIAHMK who have sijpied in ihe 
"permanenl rejpster" and mended ilie 


I nKS'iinit, sik* Iwd ctinc«*ned cMrlv this 
yea:, which elected her as ifu* party 
prcsiJrni. a poai which Jayalalilha 
pointed oui did iimt exisi in du* fiortv 
crmsiitulR^n. 

D urai Araxan in ihe JoiMlalilha camp 
who cUinh'd he hwt U*en in chatue 
of the p.irtv headguuricrs nidii from Thr 
Uk'epiion of the AIADMK in Ki7 .!, sukI 
m fus allidavil to the KkxiKili Coionus 
sum dial Ihcne was iwi such “(h jih oeiu 
fe)jisi**r” lo reciud Die jti-oenil HMiricil 
tiieiiilHTship "We used To lake iIh' 
siipiulures m Ifi or Iffi ivm ia»rikN nt du 
rale ol <Hie ixiichook foi mie «»i ^onii • 
limes two distra'ts All the Do* imienis 
.vcounl IxAiks and ri k2ister*> ol tho |i,m(v 

. NSi'fe Ivmjt ui die Af AfihtK lie:uU|u:ii t(>i 
s.. I la* list of j{etK*ra} council ineitifHis 
siipjilied hy ihf ies|Minilrnt O^irviki) 
incorrect; etllK'ni ciinbiin>tlieiMiii< •.ot 
pitsons who weie removed 01 (mo'^oiis 
wIkj were iioi at all peiier/il cckiihiI 
lueinlxTv." fliirai .illeifisl. 

Inieresliuidy, even llx>se Ifi of Uti 
notebiHiks wlaise exiMeucf has Ihxmi 





of jHV4ilalithd’> >mk) thiit rt'bd 

le^vr I'ltrifudi S. KnniHchaiwIr^n nvin- 
i]| 2 e(l U» I<ik4‘ t)ieni inv;)y >vith hull Miirn 
he c|uit JdvayidM s I'lioipany "In foci, 
we <*o no! Ivtse a sinKle |wper *ir 
<l(u ijow'nl In support «»lii <.ha»» irhaU 
we en^rv in»yncUv hackiujc m llie nr^a* 
msalioh." adinitMf a *imK'e in Ihe 
Jjy.ilalkilui c'Miip. ^^hlle S. Ka^luivaiMn* 
•Ut)). the piiriy’N ^ieiMoi de$>ulv i^eiKtal 
'Jevrri.irv, who t» in the c.mip. 

I'laiiried Ik- die nviiH*iU 

i< hns(rt* :im! tliiil K |)in\ed hi> >7<Hip 
voomunrled iim/oiiIv supiMirl m Ihr 
>«eiietal (oiirk'il, Javalabdia i^uUctHhfi 
lhai ImiI a h>r with ai^inuituieA <A .C>4 
t 1 k‘ihln*rA nut ri| ,i >!(«fier.il eouikil coil* 
si'^rinp III a lotal MieiiA:lh nt 

Nnw hntli the ••iflrs Ikive piveli llKif 
rcsfyelhv IMn n( ^enelril t’lKinriJ iiKtll* 
U'rs siipjiottihi! iheni ainJ also ihi* > tim 
pleit* Ki'iurai ^iHiticil nH'iiil>'f>lHt> :is 

«limned hv Iheni. IIk* Last i2<‘ner:iUiKin 
<{) menini;; um>i loiktivu^d hy M(fk 
smnetnne in It^sii .mil him* tamnoi 
a>MknH* that the h'>i <d .an«tided iih’di* 
In i' at that time ^.ive \'m Hue uikI lolal 
k.;* neial <'aiii(il memlHTshi|i. iKk.aibe 
M(il< wiiiiltl M'i*d i«ii ifuarahtins for ihi* 
ineelmp at his wiil aiHl ideiiMire (iiMv 
oTten ivaio’iii;.! cenninr' veiHi.il etHirkH 
uteinlM’is .'lid I allmK m im 

Mil l s" |<nr(hri, there were IDT* (own 

M'liet.iiii s wl.o i»ln II hiiind (lieiilx'Kcs 

MOR ana wfft^ltniki: 

MgaOMing «•«' 4 



invited for the mrHinA iif (he general 
t'ouncil 

l( thus ranw u* be (IvK mild ilw 
*'/erou|>-uf fnur'* gu2t Jayala'Kha's caiirt< 
pany. the omipetilion bi.'lweeii Iht* tW'o 
MOK mmien lor his pfirtv syinliol and 
flait wa» ii closed door uflau There were 
rumours tlut (he loiitJiHssiiHi would 
dvi kW 1o freeze the synihiil and the Hifi. 
(Hit now the MluaKin has ih.mjfed in 
IdVour o1 JntMki. In ■.« (. llw hnit ksidrrs 
Ivive been (ntsy iiroiLninins (tiefl niten 
iKias III W’lrk for jaiulu u» iecI I hi* 
(wO'leavt'S stinbtil and the llip 'lax.imw 
(hat IS (hi* k'Hst we van now do <<> 
evpres» our iff'innide to our bir k%Kk*r. 
M(;K“ 

Hk* itsimussiofi adfoun 14*11 ilw iH^ar 
niK of the vast’ (o SeiHeiiihtT aisl 
iiftCreed (o a further iviHiisxieiiiem to tlk' 
end of iIm' moiMfi in smi (he iXHinsr K oi 
hr Ml) hhJi's. J.imnln's vnuruK*! has iii)(tal 
iIh* vomims>ion to ibspt Ke iHi (he i h*w m 
IIh’ earbrsi snue ih«* eleiiMKis witv 
riHiTKf file ta>mer and iliat she >Ih4iM 
hasa* tnnre tuiH*. lie w.is eonfidcnl fd 
winniiiK (lie«<isi' hii Jinuki r*v<Mi wiIIvhiI 

Tbt kyiliMht Mon hn 
rocoivofi a bad )oM Mbwmg tho 
quoting of the fow row leaden. 

If one poe by simplo arttmticr 

MGfTs wM sheidd eeon be 
aUt to add the pwty symbol to 

I horgro^lst 


Iht' iK‘lp and sujiiioTt nf (hr "tfroupHif 
four**, ifn* viKjiis«'l repi'i^i^' iIh 

laimmissinn, 

Jfiniiki n ivm' luvIerslviiLkbly ftifxbnt 
bei.iuse (N* recent inlr:|.|m)up sf|ii.ih 
Ml'S in Hr* riv.il lairnp fmn* ihM onlv 
enKinteil her own piihlw imaife hui also 
k'd In i\ sittmru’iwil ernsunt of iHv:ikdilh.iV 
(■JlJidartiy in (he minds (>( (hi* yei* 
undecided AI ADM K cadres. ’ITte alk*u;i* 
tiuns (d the “^HJfhnr-frtur" > (Jut (k*- 
spile ihetf lugh-pnsdions in titr |Mriy 
they were insuh^ by JayaLditlu have 
caused lonsklerabic dainaKC to (Iw 
efaimant tn MGK's leipicy ' Added lu 
this, if the Kkxfion CimnussHm should 
now deckle In ffive the symbol <ind the 
flaiz In Junak). we are in deep Iroubk*. Al 
leasi n (hird of die MGK fijltnwcrt> in ihe 
lYuinrrysHle wil hhnrOy vole for the 

two'lenves symbol on (ht* ballnt p^t. ** 
a dustered Jayalabiha camp fimclionary 

(OW Si'HOAV. 

Ten Shasiry's job has now hcisjcnc 
compkafed wnh the "itroupHtf four'' 
9«ndinf{ in ihrir individual aifidiviit stai • 
InK that (hry had made a misuke in 
aupporims Jaytlabiha and that ihrv 


wvinled iIk' commission to .ininl I he 
two leiiies svmtiol and the p.uli fliij: to 
J.imiki. Ckninin); thut (Ik* |Hi1i(ik,il .iftnirs 
MMiumllee h.id leinoviHl Jnyul.klKlut Horn 
the iKiMl ol |Kirrv »‘in*inl-stvret:iiv .md 
so slie Imd no inofe iiny /tm u.v sr.ufrA in 
tile contest bi'foie ifw cominisMirn. the 
him nwn fiave ikiu* lokJ SliMstu” ' ’rhe 
AIADMS p.<nv k'd hv Jnaiki MiiK is 
tmlv lepreseiilitur (he letfuiy of (Iv lute 
M.(t. K.inui-fLiiiJran and lliev uloiu' 
sbtuki Ih* ciUilU'd (o the Usiixe ol tin 
rrscrv csJ (wi i • k'aves si ndioi.,. m i be 
ilunued (rriuirisi.iiKe' ’ 

k«H* o|Mimis( ill (he J.iv.iblidki cnuip 
.ifipiMts In Ik' her Liwvei. K. Siibiama 
(wim. Kanl Ih'i "TIk* p^uKieliiiev tie tore | 
I he cotnmtsMiHt arc nol coiK'rnkti with \ 
wIk'IIwi iIk'm' foiii iiKMi stU))x>it her 
hiriivni IV M T!ie CisiiiiiiMikMU .in iiwnid 
(Ih' >N*mlinl and (he U> the oilier vide 
onlv U It IS s.iiisrHHl that M» J.iy.ilililha 
nttf enniy (hr support of itw party 



Jayaiaiim« * nowhar* rwac« maifruty 

rink and tile ami llvii a majoiKy of ihv 
ueiHTal viHiiii'il niemUas arc also nol 
Ivhind IxT. 'Hk* alfidavils of ihes#* lour 
|R'rw«s mm i.imiol lefkvl such an 
asvi nR*nl. ” 

(lie sad liutli lot him .ukI Ills ehuHient 
ehnil IS fhal wIhM) (Ik* fniii relx ls left 
JayablKNil's c intp. the support to Ik't in 
I hi* ikssulved Assemhiv dropped to 29 
MemU'ib. Further, it is vltniM'd. some 
more Lc^sUlors wouki lean towards ifie 
*'kr<«ps)f-fnur" and evi*n »n«>n*t Jaiala* 
Iitlu*« supjM)rter« in iIk* penet.il vmiiu il, 
tliere would be an vrosKiii in I he ranks 
'Phat adds up tn touch limes alK iid for 
Ms JayaUlitha unless (In* Coiiieresstl) 
>fue9 tu Ihi* rescue of tlie damsel in 
distress, n prospect iluit is bleak at the 
moment bei ause the I'amil Nadu Con* 
ftmsd) prusidem, (i.K. Mtxiparur, still 
tMnks the lady is too ar*V)i;Hnt to be 
helfied imiI. 

H. tth^WM M^AMrw 






BUSINESS 


C COMPANIES ) 

India’s global leaders 

A number of Indian firms have successfully battled their way to the top in their 

Jtelds 


I ndia Riiiy he ime of ihe wnrld'a 
pour«:ir nations out&ide ihe commun* 
ist world, hut aoinc of her entrep* 
reneurs. it w<»uld appear, have what it 
takes to make it bdt on tlw w<irld siajte. 
kec’ontly, several CYimpanies have been 
makmii UU chon is about the wze of tfteir 
operations. Arc* (hey justifiod and can 
Indians walk lad m some nf these fickk? 
SuniJAY takes a kHjk at some of these 
claims. 



lAmunjTst the planks used by 
Hero Cycles (sales: RsH4.25 
crorcs in June 19bS) to in¬ 
duce mventors tn buy shares 
of Omarat Cycles in its re¬ 
cent public issue, was the former's 
position as the world’s Na 1 bicycle 
manufacturer, which has found mention 
in the Guinness Hook n/Hecords. Thn is 
no mean achievement for a company 
which started out as a small bKycie 
manufaclunng unit m Ludhiana m 1956. 
Manufacturing over 2 mdbon cycles 
annually, Hem Cycles’ lead is hiirly slim. 
!n IWfi, the latest year for which 
accurate data are available, the company 
made 2.it3 million cycles while its 
nearest competitor. Huffy Corpnraliun 


(USA), churned oui 2 miUton unts. With 
the promotHio of Guiaral Cycles which 
would make 1.2 million units, it appears 
that Hero Cycles will be able to mamlain 
and even increase Ns gfoba] edge wnh- 
out much huffmp and puffing. 

This acluevemeni assumes inkier 
aigni&anre considering that India, de¬ 
spite having lour manufacturers among 
I he world's lop ten cycle companies, is 
by no means a mgjor world bicycle 
manufacturer. Hie total world cycle 
productwn in was estimated to be 
90 imlbon. In 19H2 the oflicial figure for 
the USSR was fi.dlO.OUO. U iseitlirruted 
that (he total prixiuclion in the commun¬ 
ist bl)K IS more than million. 

Apart horn China with iis output of 
mUlHHi bicyeWs. the niayv hic^vle pro¬ 
ducing cuuntnc’s are japan. I’aiwan. the 
USA. the USSR. West Germiiny and 
Italy. 



With SCO) gets and three- 
wheelers having become un- 
iashionable in so rnanv ciwi- 
tnes. Haja) Auto (sales: Rs 
JhlO cnires in June 1W7) lias 
few gkibal cim^litors. Reportedly. Ha- 
jg) Aulo is lU* witfld's Ingest ihrce- 
wheeler manufiK'turer. the K’cond 
largest scooter nuker and the fourth 
large s i two • wheeler manu facturer. 
Somewhat gallingly. Kajaj Auto’s sup- 



Campaty 

HHUseaetls 

Hero Cycles (Isda) 

2(0 

Huflv Corpn. (USA) 

2.00 

Murray Ohio (USA) 

1 7S 

AtUs Cycle (Indy) 

1.4B 

Br>09estof« IdapM) 

1.31 

Avon Cycle Ikidu) 

1 2S 

Kynesr IW Oeemany) 

1.02 

GiarH (Tarwanl 

1.00 

Tl Cycles (lA*a) 

OM 

RMeigh (UK) 

0.10 


THE TWO AND 
THREE-WHEELER 
GIANTS (1987) 





f f • 


remsicy in iIk* firsi two ifitegork's^s^^o 
. chaDetigcd only by J’laggio Ht Company, 

: Italy. 

The reai fight for the top spots is in 
I (he two-wheeler category where the 
Japane}<e rule supreme. Holding an un- 
surpdssdbk- iiuniber one pusiUon with 
more than the combined output or Yama¬ 
ha. Suzuki and Baiaj, is Honda. 1'he 
second and third positions have traiii- 
Uonatly alternated between Yamaha and 
Suzuki. Yamaha losing out lo Suzuki only 
after 198S. 

However, the ^ture may radically 
change over the ne)ct few years. Gov* 
emmenC restrictions on production 
vduch had stifled Bajaj Auto in the 1960s 
and 19708 have been reinovcd; a spank¬ 
ing new plant at WaJuj. Maharashtra, has 
bi^ buill: major labour differences 
ironed out and an expanskin pi ogiamme 
geared to manufaclure a million vehicles 
undertaken. Hie Serc^ race for the 
pusitkn of the world’s second biggest 
two-wheeler company should make for 
interesung corporate drama. 


[^9^^ By itsdr the fact that Ke- 
UaiKe Industries Ltd (sales: 
■ Rs l.2I<2 croies in March 
19Kb) IMS the second largest 
JMlBfitl shareholders’ popuVition in 
the world may not have any particular 
importance or benefit. Nonetheless, U is 



significant br a boat of minor reasons. It 
denotes an sbibiy to process vast 
amounts of data, to handle an enormous 
amount of paperwork and to commum* 
cate with so many people. In the event 
of adverse publicity, it implies a certain 
class of a voie*Kiving society which vhB 
back Ui« company. More than any otl^r 
single factor. RIL has been mstrumemal 
in creating an equity cull in India. 

Iniercstinjily. m the absetve of reb* 


emnumk' growth through the mobAsa' 
tkm of capital mvesunent). many stock 
exchange analysts suggest a thumb-nde 
solution: count iK: KIL i:ivrsl(>rs^both 
equity and debentures-and multiply by 
three. At 3 million (that is. before the 
Reliance Petrochemicals iMue). this 
sug^sts that there couU be nearly 10 
million investors in the country. 

Apart from Keliance. all tfw other 
most widely held companies are British. 
AT& r, (lie Aniericafl letecomf]iuiiica< 
tions giant which fonneiiy had nearly 4 
miihon shareholders, kist its position to 
British Gas when American courts (ore* 
ibly divided the company into six sepa* 
rate units. Japanese companies by and 
large are closely held. The flop of Briu&h 
Petroleum’s recent pubbe offering ^ 2 
billion shares has also affected the peck* 
ing order, 

“lUigiPge manufacturers are 
engaged in of the few 
VhUf truly global industries, with 
^TSm* bags uf vaiious styles being 

J m^* in every country. Tlie 
most widely held companies arc housed 
in Britain, while m^jor two'Wheeler 
manufadurera are concentrated in Japan 
end bicycle producers in Am But 
luggagf manuncturers trom widely dis* 


THE LARGEST 
SHAREHOLDERS’ 
FAMILIES 


able official information on the sire of 
India's investor pi^pulatan (a vital stalls* 
tk for * a country banking on rapid 

mpiay 

Ml HIM Mils 

onda (Japan) 

252 

j^uk) (Japan) 

1 09 

imatia (Jipin) 

W (India) 

agpio (Italy) 

0 91 

060 

a.&4 

iwasaU (Japan) 

0 21 



Deniaaiiv 

Sharaheidara 

(mlfllen) 

Sritisn Gas (UK) 

3 T 

PeiiiAca (India) 

1 e 

eriiisn Teiecoin iiK| 

1 3 

6ri}i$h Airways (UK) 

04 

Briiisn Piuoirem iuki 

03 




pt't M amines uanpeie fur n id<iha] 
rehniii Aliile Samsonic uf the i^SA 
u.iii to be way ahead at H mImi 
unu^ . laBy. India's wrv uwn VIP. 
even . a nwch smaler pruducimn <g 
2.0 nullHin units ol bagjpge comers, fuis 
baKKi<d a iTediiabk Hard plnv <m itk* 
mtemalinnal market. 


U [ * Hut incredibly, an Indian 

smalt'St ale secior company 
has malchcd and overtaken 
WgT'' I mighly American muflina 

_I iionala bke l*ructi r &t Gam* 

14e {sale«: $17 button m 1W7J and Uver 
Brothers (sales: SZ.tfo biRiun m IW7> m 
the detergent industry. Prockjcing and 
scHing SSH.Utg) tonnes n( dcterguinsin 
both cake and pi^wder form, Nirma 
CheniK^I Works (sales: Ks 4dltcr<ir«s m 
1W71 is already s«d to be the world 


MAJOR 

LUGGAGE 

PRODUCERS 

(1987) 


leader in this highly competitive in- 
dusi ry. 

1 Infort iinately. n ile riui i h imil figurcfi 
«re nut available, hut according lu Gur* 
charan Daa. i luinrian. Pnx’ti r Xt Gam* 
ble (India), and Irfan Kluiii, genorid 
nanager. corporate Ltimmunications. 
fiindustan U ver. Nirma Chemicara ion* 
(uge might well be the highest within a 


$ vnall-icalt 

_mipany, hi$ mitch«L^_ 
owtakiiMnigh^ 
ik»P ro c^(t6imbte and L evy 
Brrthafi in ihi detergent lndM$tiy« 
NiTOiieeldtebttheweridteeder 
te tMi MgMy cofflpetithie field 


Cempany 
Santsonitt (USA} 
Ace (Japanl 


VIP ilndii) 


Ecolac (Taiwan) 


Dsisey (Franca! 


American TourMer (USA) 


Mlflien uDitt 








INDIAN 

COMPANIES IN 
FORTUNE 500 
<NON-U$ 
INDUSTRIAL 
FIRMS) 




CempMy 

Ftoiik 

Indian Oil 

63 

ONGC 

171 

SAIL 

?$0 

Hmd Petroleum 

291 

CmI liKHa 

301 

Skarat Peiroleieii 

412 

BHEL 

447 

SUte Bank of India 

74* 

* Amond 1 ,* too banks 


J iouniry m^t itn n worl* 

I dwidf [Mm. 

if slfibdl pnxIULtMH) ui hy n \ 

CdiniMiiy is loken into uinsHkT;i* 
{utn. tbi'ii Nmiui ^ pn>f>af>ly cumc 
ihird, wirh Lmr iirtJlfi rs m 
pi:Kv, and Ml r & (iamblt* Ukm}i Ihe 
top Hint. W'luk Xhf liiii-r is m Ihe ; 
USA. Lever dninirwitvs [\k‘ Kunipe:iii I 
dokTi^cni nuirki't. NnnHhvkss. m a i 
tiinRk* hrniicl. Simui w<Kj|d h(iII In* ihv 
iHriiteHt'HvllinK dvtciKPiK in 1 \k' wnrld 
ond by a kuiK ^bfii ihdt. 

N o levs iIhii xevoti IjidKin 

eili of them in thi* publk* Hector, a^id 
one bdnk, Ivinc rniid^ U to the Kortuw 
InteniHticMiiil TitKi. 'IVre is litlk cnouKh 
cause toenKRkti' in hack'sbppinj; Imwev* 
fr, for Coal Indin has tU' duUuus 
distinct Kin of Im’IIIK iIk* seventh bim^’at 
. money Iosct of 19H7. luvin^ kKi $25H.7 
I millinn. Im Hient iMy.itranks hrsl in lenns 
Ilf enifiloyiriert wilh 673. ITih iMirkers on 
ils p<iyr<i||. Nor is SAII/s tall m profit o1 
(iS.Z pe r cell! somethinK !*• vmie home 
aSnit. 

AiiKinitst iIh’ biw^'sl UiTiks outsidi* 
the USA. Stale Hank o1 India rivals Ciul 
Indvi in itH posilum .is the 


cmpk'ycr with ZH4,ik»3 empk»yees, 
Ka relays Hank, Nanoisil Wesiirunsier 
Hatdt. and Kanrn do Knzil with owr 1 
laU) «m|iki>ers mh do ihiI come any¬ 
where near SHI Feaiurvd at 74ili poii 
bun. SHI las assets <ji S<16,K3 fulhiHi. 
deposits of $30.1H bdbon. loans of 
$211. IS biUkja. and nei nconv of $43.4 
millx>n. SHI aisfi holds the n<t>rd for (he 
laxbcHi number of offices-11.361-m (he 
world but the lowest assets per cm- 
ployev at $164,413. 

litis ksi does not mean to anpl)' that 
fndo IS novrhrre on the world map in 
other ar(*aK, India (tfubably has (he 
biuccHi parr niasab manufaclunriK capae* 
ity. Our put* miBN arc undoubtedly the 
h4(}Eest m the world (he Anpk>'india 
Jute Mills m West Bentcal professes lo 
be ihe bijotest jute null "und^ une rooT'. 
1 *hv NalHHud Textile CorporatKm may 
possibly be* one of the larcer textile 
cunidomcraies n the worid. But (o be 
the Ln(3SCs 1- tiKre should be some tn^ 
pTounds for comparison with a competi¬ 
tor drawn horn one of the devekiped 
countrii'H. And whai is the use ci 

HK-asuruiK kisses^ 

GHa PirumalrS0fn6#F 


f PUhkl.I'SS J 

Call for nationali sa tion 

Thi'f’e is fmh tnnihle for ih<' /nanafi<’fnc/U the new 

demwul hv both the emptovees' unions 


I s reerles> lii-iu-nd KoLince and hv 
wsinumi Coiniuny lid in for anoilh-t 
Imui! oI piiihlein'i:' I hi* Ini^vy of lUitKHia- 
lih.iui)n, orH'c 4 strong; call in tK ir<Mibtn 
ys of ilu' ctKioirv’s iK>Ti-h.iitkinhf tuixn 
tnshlidKKV uet'inH In Ilivv riati'il 



ht‘ad acaiii, Cin !lli AiiKU**t. a few mem¬ 
bers oi the Hef rk'ss Kinpkivees Unon. 

hirikaied to el l'll, akmft wHh Basudeb 
Acharva and Ashis Sen. both CPHMl 
Mi*inhcrs of Hartuum-ni. met Kduardo 
Kalciro. ih(‘ Urwm mmisfer of sUic for 


I bardnne and econoimc affairs, m Delhi. 
According to a bialen>i*nl issued by the 
parliamentary office of the CPKMh ihc- 
delegabon submitted a iiK-morandum tu 
the minister and reminded him of the 
employees’ demand for naiKinalisatinn of 

I (lie Cfffnpanv. 

I NVh tu he left behind, the Peerless 
Karmaihan Samiti. affiliated tu INTUC, 
:iJsi> reiterated its demand fui nationa- 
li&diim. In a resolution passi'd at a 
consL-ntHm hoki m New IMhi on fi 
Septetjiher, the .<anij|i said that Ihe 
C(xnpati> shfAikl he- natxmalised im* 
mediately m the mieresis of 2.S million 
depositors, 4.tXi(i cmployee^t and lakhs 
of field .ipert*, Alish Chandra Sir ha. 
Congres^d) MP and pienidcnt of the 
unKHi, expressed cimcem over the fact 
that the pn'H*nt bouiU of directors was 
diversifying the AS$t*isof Ihvcoini'my lo 
otln-r sev'tors. 









Says Siiangahu Joai d<ir, presidviu «>f 
the I’ecricss Karmachan Samrtj. "Thu 
way we see ii. nationalisation is the nnly 
way nut and we are ein^sisinx the 
need for this drastk step to pr<itect ihe 
interests of 4.iK)0 empUnees and nvl* 
liuns of field staff. *’ ClaimiflK be one of 
The lari{esi unions in the Peerless foM. 
Juardaris< however, reluctant to discuss 
his nienibersliip siien0h. Nnt quite mi 
vociferous but also astreed nn the need 
to natif>naJisc is the 2.'M-9iwnK CITV 
affiliated Peerless Km(^yees’ Union. 
"We are not aizninst diversification but 
the rotnpany seems to be movinjt funh* 
cr and fun her aw.iy from its traditional 
business," says Juhar Mukherjee. 
secretary of the CITU 
Whiit IS wnrrytnt! both the unHins is 
the bkely loss of livelihood. Ihvsidinit 

The PeertMt aaadQutrtarsi noi eui 0I 
the woods 


Whit Is worrying both Ihe PewteM 

WQ f WHco oieir Bimwo tor 
utmuiMti^M 
tWinewphiieeftnMtleiithenew 
charm P.C. Son 


over this yet another n^i^dmenl in 
l*mlrsa* troubled funciKinns! is iIh* 
chamikan and manaianit direi tor. I'.C. 
Sen. Apputnied nuna^iut du’t'iiin in 
August I9M6. Sun was ma^ cliamnan of 
the rompiiny at a meetniR of Uk* iMiarJ uf 
dircettirs held recirHlv. I»u*resiinidv. 
the chMrman''> slot m IN'erk’ss Iws 
remained SM'aiil ever sinci* the d<*alh of 
the i'urrent incumbents falh(*i*nUw'. 
II. K, Sen. Anri liavinft wealhiTed niiuiv 
a storm in Ihe Iasi two yeanM tlit'entry 
and exit of vnrtous shari*tk4ders several 
Id w suns >Sen handles this yH dnotiwi 
hurdh* with etfumnnuly. In u»1y June. 
l%<kurdo Piileiri* had ruled yhiI any mi- 
iiK*di9ti' p«>ssibihly ol Ilk'itKn|KMiy ht'ing 
lutHinaWed. he piaiUs out. 


Meunwhile. tN* gucsIvHi of The niurli- 
nvaiKsj tiarisJcr uf ’I'uhin Kami (iliosli's 
r» percent stake in Peerk*s'rquily is shll 
rtuT resolved, b^iortly after I'anisnuil 
Lodha severed liis ues wiih Peerk*ss on 
'.i\ March this year, it was believed that 
(rhosh sTid Artiii I’oddar. iwo ckise 
assoc'iaies of Lodha, would also offload 
thetf hokluijt in Ptwrk*ss. liui despite 
seveml assuraniHrs in the l;isi few 
ntonths. Uhosh. ns had been cxiiected. 
has not suM oti his shares to S.K. Kny. 
Ihe laniesi f;haruholder of Puerk^ss. 
However. iWrtess sources indicate that 
.1 sale h now immirkiit iiiid that an 
underiakinit has been <ibiained frean 
[.odha that (ihosirs equity will be trails* 
ferred loS.K. Htiy soon, 1-odha‘s other 
asBoaite. Aniii Poddar. however denies 
that he will lolkiw suit. 'I Kive never 
said I wA sc'U mv IwildinM in Peerk^ss and 
I am not likely to (ki so now. " snys 
Pcakbii wIm* continues In Ik* a dirt'Ctbf of 
Pc'i'rirss. 

In Ihe nH*nniiiiH*, at the annual general 
met'iini* of the nnnpanv lK*kl in CaVuUa 
von Uf Sv|»it‘nilk*i. the board of dirmors 
rec<«iiiiK*ndi*d a record rliwlend of ^IS 
fkTcerit k»r tin* irwmtfith peritKl frotn 1 
January, PW? lo.ll March. I^Htt. At Ilk* 
meeting; whu’h lasti*d iia rvly 17 minutes 
and Ik* awkwaid questiohs were asked. 
Sen said lliai iIh* I'omp^mv was on an 
evtm keel allei three veais of (unmiil. 
Hut IS il' 

M»1otI SinWCafeuM* 


1'OUHISM 



The deserted valley 


General Zia*s death coupled with ihe cholera epidemic in Delhi 
has dealt a severe Mon' io international tourist traffic to Kashmir 


T he death of Presadent Zia*ul Haq has 
been a bsa to India m more senses 
than one. The General’s death sparked 
off a spate of violence in the tourists' 
haveiwKashmir. Coming close on the 
heels ct the diolera epidemic in Delv. 
between them the two incidents have 
dealt a severe blow to the north Indian 
tourism industry. A fine summer’s tour¬ 
ist season has been lost wd the tour 
operators and air&tes are virtually biting 
the dust. Aif'lndo. for example, has 
received heavy cancelatkns 4^ group 
tours bound for Ka^vmr. after vii4ence 
Oared up in the valey. Earlier, the 
cholera epidemic^which received front* 
pa^ coverage ai newy a pera in all 
neighbouring and South-East Asian 


countries—had scared away a large 
number of tourists. 

The double disappointmeni came at a 
time when the ofD^ apparatus and the 
private tour operators had laid out a 
caiefuly woven red carpet fur intefna* 
tional tourists. Bodi had made efforts for 
aknost one year now for wooing tourists 
from the hi^-spending segments of die 
mtemational tourism rriarket. IrorucaUy 
enou^. Kashmir had been given a 
spe<^ thrust with (he officials providing 
all kktda of new facilities and diverskmi. 
The private tourism industry had also 
made efforts to cash in on (Ik expected 
boom. And now. at that end of it. iniitsd 
of tourists, their canceUstkmi ire com¬ 
ing in. In the lul two weeks the tour 










INSTAFILE AND FILING SYSTEMS 

file it. You are sure to find it. 


• TheGodr^iockv^ltha'pushaodtock'actJoo 
ensures conMerittaWy. 

• Autcmtedairtessdecifosutkp^n^^ 

rtd AIKyd-arrkno paWtgKe^ 
l o nger tite and a lasting, attractive flnisn- 

Godr^ also often w« choices for filing Systems: 

vTSAni>:*—intertorwwcted file folders house 

files— recommended where flies are 
referred to fregtaentiy- 

CKimM > * -Individual flies suspended direct^ from 
the top of the drawer—an economic altemailve- 
To out »i end to disorganised office routines ar^ 6^ 


Crucial papers mispUced or fHes lost irhj»»>9 hcHd- 
ups. tension. anKiety. You Just cannot afford tt 

Godrq instaflie — the only setuOon. 

Sturdy, high ouaiitv CaOineB^ 

you waoce office producdvtiy through 

storage and retrieval of flies 

The hjnctionally designed insiafilesofferaseiof 
unmatched benefits. 

e Fully enclosed drawers prevert files and papers 

from falling out 

• AunigueGodrqdouOleertefi5ionteies«ptf 

fKlIltates smooth, effortless i^nu 

loaded drawers and easy access upto thelM^ 


EASY TO 


FILE 


EASIER TO 


FIND 











itpvrHluTi received »> !<'»« than 2.000 

cancemilkiiiK fur Keshmsr alone. 

The private industry had set up a 
close liaison with overseas absents lor 
or^nism^ package tours as well as 
other "products" (as the tourism indus¬ 
try christens its oTTers). Apart from 
orgaruHing trekkuig. rafting, hang fdtd- 
ing, canoeing, golf matches and other, 
sporting activities, both the authorities 
and the tour operators had banked 
heavily on promoting skiing in Kashmir’s 
mountain slopes. Though skiing is pri¬ 
marily a winter activity, it is (eved that 
repeated untoward incidents would 
scare away a large chunk of the pc^tial 
clientele. Being hijd^-^ienders. this seg¬ 
ment of the market has a wide range of 
choice destinations and are likely to be 
tempted away. 

It is hardly surprising then, that tour 
operators and industry pet^ are de¬ 
sperate, Ram Kohli. president of the 
Indian Association of Tour Operators 
(lATO). gave expres^m to his frustra- 
Uoar "Every now and then something 
crops up which sets at nought aH our 
tUirX9." Kohk explained that the cholera 
epiderok was so higNy pubbosed in 
ne'wpapers m South-East Asia 
(Maliyaia, Singipcire and In* 

donesiil that it apeili their flourishing 
maricet So much so. that a hi^-tevel 
toMn. comprising offlcialt of the Union 




uxinsm ministry as we8 as representa¬ 
tives from the private towism industry, 
had to explain that it wv confined tu 
only a smaO area in DdN. “We did nrg 
tell them that it was in sen* outlying 
slums of Delii. hut cc^nveyed that im¬ 
pression. We explancd that tourists in 
good hotels would be safe", one delega¬ 
tion member told Simuay. 

An oflxaal (MegsKion might not men- 
bon in so many wor^ that the cholera 
epideinic was restricted to the Delhi 
shms ^one. but foreign tourists would 
understandably take no chances. How 
sensitive foreign tourists could be can be 
i^ged from the bet that disUffborares in 
the region—even as far off as in Afgha- 
ni$un--liad affected tourist flow r 
times of stress. Kohb cemfides that 
Western TV rtews repvts depicting 
wars, insurgencies or riots in neijdibour- 
ing countries with maps had also spoM 
the c ha n ce s Ux the Indian tourism 
industry. On a map of the South Asian 
region. India occupies tbe biggest 
chunk, PolMtial visitors cunhise India 
with whatever k happening in ihe whole 
regiun as such, feels Kohb. 

haced wuh the sudden devekipmeni. 
the lourisni ministry hid asked aD its 
overseas oAcea to launch a canpai^ lb 
pniect a more “poeitive'' image. The 
mnatry de a red the anM of a 
2^inember aU'Women delegation from 


(hn^ the offlciib provMhif d 


kMi of MW faeffiSN ml 


dhmm. The |Kfe^Jouri$m_ 
ww^^tWofttte 
^ in on the oxpmM 
ittheondofitthoteuroperitofi 

limiKelVidnolm0iiM2fOOO ' 

^ ^ \ 

CMCobttow for Kashmir abne 


Malaysia in the first week of September. 
Thewomen^^v I r fairly impi>rtant people, 
comprising ministers, former mmisters, 
members of the Malaysian parhamenl, 
who ueiit sight-seeing as well as 
visiting co-operatives in De^ and Kash¬ 
mir. Incident >illy. the teamwvi^ied by a 
former Cabinet rninister. Tbe special 
attentiofi for Malaysia is not entirely 
acadentak for rto less than 28.300 
tourists from that country visited India 
last year. 

Fossd^y. the latest developments do 
carry a message for the tourism mmis- 
cry. as well as those in the tour and 
travel trade. Instead of seeking to prom¬ 
ote tourism in small pockets, the authur- 
hies would do well to a new 
strategy for promotion of intemation^ 
tourism in the country. Why not prom- 
oia other destinationa as well mstead 

making viaitors converge on Kashmir 
and Ihe traditiona] Golden Triangle^ 
Mn Rey/MPir MW 














instAUCiuns. 'the C h^abntt 
iMy (untrol ^ per timi ri 
LATlIvtiujth (Aci^ aiKl tk'- 

AMrinv«»ti»ffli ciki^mtiks 
but thtt B iMhiiiK l^«1lpa^(;d 
U/ Ihe mMiiutiMul nhfirv- 
hoMing. 

' Now. Hlhenstauuofts 
back Antbaa (Muk itme 
days. aD bui ruM chi fWunce 
gaftbiry). tiwn ilw Chhabna 
ihvcboldflv ts 
ApparetiOy. an aierixincM 
tm bt«ft rc'^cK'd ^trCw^m 
lhe£n«Hr nmcn. N.M. 
Dm and the AmbBw 
whereby Dtsai wUI nile von 
Uti * DNniUiai nexc yvar. 

Accordaijc in ihiK v< men. 

(he onfy proM-tu »< iKii ihr 
CNiabcWftTt* U4bn'KiK bke 
child(«n and art> Mittns tu 
»di iW ftvi< piT cent tv (he 
AoiliMaft. Ii »vi*nut(hai 
Muiu Clihabru kevps brag- 
ging abuut la>w k* wm che 
bJiawWjdUrhatlh^and 
threscming. "IlirAnibm 
<hn1 know wIhi (hey an* up 
againri.' 

Say> 4MN’ IVanbav aCoefc* 
brnher. "I'lKiritap. i)tv 
ubhaiii^rfdvai hinilur 
brcaklrist and nut notice.' 


that way. ilKHigh the two 
meiropoliun Centaur prop* 
erdtb (Debu airport and 
Bombay airport) hiiv« main* 
umed high oivupancwi. they 
are widety reprded u third* 
rate properties. 

Now. (he aviation and 
tounam m.'uatry has iinaCy 
decided to rTV’rgc Hoiet C<ir* 
purahoncdlndii (HCS), Air- 
Jndia'shtHe] divM^n, wiih 
the ataic run India Tourism 
Developmeni Corpmaimn 
(irDt'J. (livenITDCarc- 

cxifd, however, n ia ques* 
tuiabW whether the Cen¬ 
taurs will DOW be subsuinlial* 
ly better ftm. 


T he hall le for Larsen and 
Toubro has either hotted 
up or i» over, depending on 
M^h verswn youchem tu 
beheve. One verm is rhm 
the hitde \s sdH between the 
Ambanis and the CMiabrm 
diid that both wil keep pack- 
irv ^ shitres in the martiet 
ti tky are near gamuv 
enntniL The CMiidMias 


P rinUTKid itiiffllik is 
lakmg TtK first leni^iivv 
steps to build w Its strength 
ei India. Fur stanvrs. A in 
using ihis country n» h luise 
lucxpiirl lu Kui^Ma. It hns 
already started expi^neig 
Crerat tiHAhpaHic co ihi- 
USSK. Inadditiiin, it is 
sludyvig lilt pv«sibilily of 
VHM ^jnu ;* whrde range of 
prixkx Ts U‘ the Sovvi s. 

Pri«l cr and (iamble whi< h 
made Ka debut m India wlitn 
ir Paik ovi-r Iht pnrent >*inii* 
panyidthe Ingbly successful 
Hin^sUnKuturdsunl.ld. is 
also txpkiring the pofsrhJi* 
Cieu of bnngng A s higMy 
successful rar>ge of suaps «ind 
feAei products to India. In* 
tenave market surveys are 
being conducted to estabk^ 
whether gs products like 
Csmay sewp will be able to 
laid a niche n Che Indian 
markei. Hut wlikhes’er pro¬ 
duct it introduces, there is no 
doubt that it wdi face stiff 
exmpeptiun from the Hindus* 
tan Lever juggernaut. 


Chhabm iWfij antf MMI 
deny 'on iK- recorcMfut 
they are at al jpcereaied. but 
off the* reemd tins B (heir 
story. 

'fhe iHher version has R 
chut tile ChKibnaa «tdl 400*1 
understand huw the govern- 
RH-nl mdustry n-xus works. 
Since II) per cent uf 1.4ftT b 
owned I))-the msUtulioiB. it 
IS iheif vd that »dl prevai. 
N.M. Den% the currenl 
JbiUTruft has a iieghgibie 
kbarehuldmg <as did his pre* 
decessor H. Hulck-Lan^) 
Iwt enjoys the support of the 


A c 6r%i. H seemed tfie tlx 
obvKHis move. Aic-liMisi 
wiMdd bunch a hutel ^vtsiun 
and aRnpete eOectivety with 
uthur oiiernatKRttl airknes 
(hat owned kitd rhans. (In 
197d. Mibni InturoatkiAal 
was irwned by 1'WA. Inter* 
cofitindit^ by Pan Ajn, and 
I VnUi bv a ccnsoftiuoi tif 
HurcjpedA varrim. lOf 
cuurse. h didn't work out 
maWa mt CwHuw Mot* M 



sua presence'tt ell 
receoLpartiei has been (hB( 
of Jackie Shroff, He hanirs 
around, well into the early 
hours of the monung. his 
hanR-dog expression a sight 
for sure eyes. His only topic 
of conversation, rue bored 
bystanders, is wife Ayesha. 
conspicuous by her absence. 

Kumour has it that the 
marriage is on the rocks, 
fcmrne faUh [hmpje made 
out the vamp of the piece 
according to some. Others 
'Snigger that Jackie puts off 
gisng home to Kapdion (the 
hnuse that Ayesha buih > be • 
cause (he sometinte chawA 
resident still feels uncomfun* 
;ible in (he plush environs 


Blood evidently, is not 
thicker than hvahy. 









asiah Haaa. sibling rivsPy 

kid sister Tabbu is co* 
starring w^h Sar^y. ‘Rte 
stifr«upperdlp routine being 
quite unknown to her. she 
makes n(» bones about her 
rancour, going as far as to 
boyciKt the party hosted to 
launch the him vtd the lead 
pair, 

ioAan*: paw Htta 




•awl 


created to his moneyed wife. 
Yet anntner version has it 
that Ayesha disapproves of 
Jackie's male friends, for 
reasons best left unexplored. 


If you're wundenng why 
Anil Kapo«'s hair has bm 
standing on end even more of 
late, we have the answer. It 
rs competition he fears. 
espec^Uy if H comes from 
within Che dan. which, if 
elder brother Boney Kapow 
istobebefieved. h^a 
monopoly on talent in the 
mduitry. And the youngest 
of the MIy. Sanjay, is being 
^aunchMl by Bcnry in hia 
latest Aim. So And is. not 
suipriaingty. runningscared. 

As is Farah Mass, whose 


IVIuch maligned Scmam! 
She has been accused of 
vamius misdemeaiMJurs. tlie 
least of them being cMiber- 
ale rudeness. With any valid* 
gy? Her behavMiur at tiovifl* 
da's recent party prirvided 
fiiod for Ibuugbt. 

Sonam sal in a comer with 
dear aunt Sabia. ctincenmt* 
mg on shoving spoonfuls of 
Pan Harag mo Her mouth. 

Afl (he men. coming on like 
never before, were ignored. 
The film ndustry's fav4iume 
fkxine wastiredafirra 
hard day's wurk and PK / 
vras the last thing on her / 
mind. So, even when / 

the great K.C. / * 
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b<jkadM came up to . .um .. 
spt*ak to her. she yawned 
disinterestedly in his dtrec- 
tMi and fliHJOCed <»n towards 
her car. a gtxid night's rest 
ohvHxisly tin her mind. 

Kut give the poor kid a 
tireak. Hormone injeclKins. 
or no Ixinnone injectKins, 
she IS. after all, yet a clukl. 

obvHiusly has what it 
takes, foi Sangeeia Htflani's 
blest gi>dbther I with feel* 
ings far from paternal, one 
suspects) is the saturnine 
idut of the* sdve r screen; 

“II I I 
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MnhunChakr^gxirty. Our 
Michael Jackson recom* 
mends Hijli to all the produc* 
ers these days, but. true to 
form, is very secretive about 
this, his latest passion. 

The sexy Sridevi has sirai* 
ten yet another. And that, 
too. none other than super- 
star AmitaU) Hacbchan, 
Amitji. say usually reliable 
sources, has yet to recover 
from watching Sridevi per¬ 
form a provocative dance in a 
fctfthcoming film. 

Absolutely taken, the 
Eta^ichan just had to com¬ 
municate his appieciatioa 
So. a truckload of flowers 
made their way to Madras 
where the lady was shooting, 
with the compkmenta of the 
tnega*Btar. And how.you rnay 
wonder, did Sridevi react to 
ihai ■aying^il-wiih'Oowers 
stontP Aw Mummy! • 







SPOTLIGHT 



)UGH-KLYIN(; INDUS' 
1 'KIAlJS'r Vijiypat Siiv. 

haniB tcHichi'd KrrHiiid at 
New Delhi's S^ldArjung aii 
port, havinis lovered 9.6 1 Y) 
kms in A fli|<hi whkh iK'i^n al 
Hif^in llill. Krn( ami rndt'd 
in Ihc {flpilal a mere 23 dayb 
Uler Sinshanid had. m tlx* 
prfA'<‘ss» ireiiU^d d wiirld rc* 
riKd m siA) fliifhts and rm 
haid III lonKTaluUU’ him. as 
he L*nK*i ged. heal raslies and 
atl, friHii lb* iixkpil of his 
liny iixi ami while IS-kg 
plani\ were family and 
fru'ndfc, Ihe l*nnk* Minister > 
MHTetarvil in ehargi\ StiuilA 
Ihxii. and liniish loumntbi 
Eiriiiii MiKon. whone record 
SinghanM h.Kl shattered. 

Ihe warm welrome ex¬ 
tended by all ked a touched 



VI^VB«Slnqh»rM mrdf«ai 

SinRhaiiia lo sav’ “f am 
< hoked with emotion and find 
It very difficult t<i express my 
israutude to alt the pei^ 
ass(*mbled b'rt* '* TaBung ab¬ 
out hib flight, he diK'lo^, 
"There were fiHimenta when 
1 would begin to gel ttred. 
Hut It IS tiu* sptftt Ilf man 
whKh keeps you Romg " 
And, course. Lespnl 
d7ndia/i l‘ost 


ANOTHKK I'KODtGAL son 
retumeth. Abdur Kehman 
AntulHy. who5* produpous 
lakfits at Retting up trusts, 

named after the venerable 
Indira Gandhi, are now 
legend, has been r«-adn«lted 
nitu the fold of the faithful 
(the f^eress l) by Kajiv 
('andhi. wb> has, evidently, 
(tended that with elrclKAs a 
mere year-and a-half sway. 



A. A. AriMBy. tack ta tfw IBM 


he needs all the help he can 
gel with fund-nismg. 

Antuliy. the fifth "old- 
guarder" to be re -admit ted s>; 
to the CoAgressd) taftiT 
Chandrajit Yadav. Nandm 
Saipalhy. Sayed Molwmmed 
Hashmi and S.C ShuUa). 
was infonned over the phone 
of the decisinn lo take hm 
bark, by K.N. Seigh. gener^ 
secretary of the party, and 
was. as expected, ccstatr. 

None mure fanatir than 
(he recent I vcxmveiled; so 



9unH Ml tnmed 


lie prostrate before God 
Almighty, thanking Kajiv 
Gandhi profusely and assur¬ 
ing hm of my total comnxl- 
menl and byahy as the karU 
of Has jovK Indnn family of 
the Congressd) party.’’ 

Nut br nothing is Indian 
politics said lo be a family 
afCwr. 

♦ 

BEING IN (he eye of the 
camera couktn'l be a novel 
experience for him. 
Nonetheless. Sunil Dult. 


member of Parliament from 
Bombay North-West and 
foremost among our political 
padayams was more than a 
Kttle rattled by iht» tactics 
adopted by Japanese lens- 
men to frame him. 

On a visit to Japan ii> waDi. 
this tm round, m memory 
of Hiroshima vKtima. [>utt 
found cameras zoommg in on 
him every which place he 
went. The legendary 
Japanese dnve, rues Dutt. 
nwle even bathing a hazar¬ 
dous venture, him never 
knowing when a flash would 
go pop, immurtabsing the 
honourable member, fiK the 
benefii of potientv, in a pose 
dt to do a Mandakini proud. 
Even his bedroom Lhilt re¬ 
counts with horror, was not 
sacrosanct, One night, he 
woke up to find a camera 
kxjming above him as he lay 
supme. 

Viewed from anything but 
a wide angle, this must sure¬ 
ty quabfy as a shutter and 
close case. 



A TOUCH of Parisian chtc 
visited Atasua village. (50 
kms from CakuitaJ recently, 
in the person of Danielle 
Miderrand, wife of the 
French President. Francois 
Mitterrand and driving force 
behind (he Danielle Muier- 
rand Fmmdation. The occa¬ 
sion: (he mauguralion of a 
housing project for the 
poorest of the poor, ex¬ 
ecuted by Mass Education, a 
non-government orgaiuaa- 
twn and financed by the 
foundation named after the 
French First Ladv. 

TV journey to the village 
under the scorching blaae oi 
the Bengal sun was well 
worth It, the visitor being 
extended a tumulttious wel- 
ccene. Hundred* lined (be 
route the convoy was to 
take, cheermg the lady and at 
the village itself, sdwofchil- 
dren provided musical enter¬ 
tainment for ber benefit. In¬ 
auguration and a tour of the 
centra over. Madame Mit¬ 
terrand confessed admiration 
for the good work done by 
Mass Education- 

The French President, 
diaefosed hte wife, wouid be 


wv had AMulay hold forth' *1 
iweyo* 








TRUST A showman to exU 
on a e«'iH'nius il ivU jcrand 
HfMorc. Kiu Kapoor, latt* 
patTuri'fi of ih«- (irsi family of 
intUan fiLndom (ycrs, ihat'x 


Mrln«f s«n; on. €4 reutu' 
jllamoruua but rntically* 
arcUimed mk in Mrinai 
Sen's Mrigayt. Mam ala 
Shankar has had a dream. A 
nik m a Kay film. Thai very 
special director has at la«l 
hioked sidevrays and noticid 
her. He has ckcided to cast 
her ivr so says Mamaiai m 
his fonhcominK Titm based on 
an Ibsen play, either The 
iJofl's Hvw or The fot'iny 
of the /Vopk. Satyajit Kay 
haH not. as yet. said anything 


either way fur pubbc con* 
sumptiun, refusing to answer 
the queries of inquniiive 
scnbes. who wranted to know 
the identity of his new 
heroine. 

Mamala. however, is full 
<if her next venture. In fact. 


what the Kapours make 
themselves ou 1 to be) had 
been presented the Dada* 
saheb l^halkc Award on 2 
May and suffered an 
I asth&matic attack the same 
; day. which proved fatal a 

r month later. The award 
came with Rs 1 lakh in cash 
and Raj. says ekiesi son 
^ Kandhir, had conhded to wife 
Krishna that he wiehed to 
donate the amount to the 
Prime Minister’s Relief 
Fund. The wishes of the 
dead being sacrosanct. Ran- 
dhir Kapoor visited the capit¬ 
al recently to present Prime 
Minister Rajiv Oandhi with 
the amoont. in deference to 
dear Papaji’s desire. So. 
even after the maestro's 
ent, hts mystique lives on. 


visiting India next year in 
connection with the Kestivd 
of Prance and she promised, 
tight schedule permitting, in 
visit the centre again. 


"CALCUITA IS my wtirid." 
Or so says Mrinel Sen. the 
tiengali director. wh<i is 
variously percei ved -by 
some serious ctnema bufts as 
the maestro who made 
socially* relevant films like 
Mrigaya. /nrerv/ew* and 
denemn and by irther^ as a 
dreadfully boring 'Park 
Street* Marxist wIhj hasn’t 
C'xne up with a single decent 
thing since ^uivin Shomc*. 
Whatever thu trulh, Cnkutia 
will be his cmcrnatK' world 
for his next venture. 

Sen has lK*en chosen to do 
the film by Hollands City 
Life Kuundaiion. So ha« Cal¬ 
cutta—one nf the 12 cilws 
around the world tm whuh 
similar features will he made. 
Por instance, the celebrated 
Jean Uic Uoddard has been 
selected lo capture gay 
Paree. Hemado Hertoh^ 
will present Rome andl okyo 
will be ’dorH.'* by Naginia 
Ushima. Later, these various 
clips will be put lojci'lher lo 
create a full-lengih 
documentary. As you see, 
both the director and the aty 
are in very good company, 

RIGHT FROM day one. 
when she stepped into the 
world of cinema in a not-so- 


at a recent f.aiiiiwr on Kay. 
held in Cak-ulla. all slie said 
when asked to take the stagi* 
was how she had visited the 
maestro al his house to ask 
him tor a rok*. Kay, evident¬ 
ly. stared back at her and 
then boonwd in his hiqiress- 
iv'e baritone. "Hut. naturally, 
you are my new heroino." 

or auiit stuff are dreams 
made. 






SUNDAY SPORTS 



T ta end was wholly unexpected, a 
hnk traipc and. strangest o( ad. 
incredibly apt. The cruharani of 
Jaipur. Kajmaia Gayalri Gevi. and pnnce 
Hhawani ^n^h drove dcmn from Lon¬ 
don la watch His Hiirhness of Jaipur. 
S^iwai Miin (Jai) Singh p^av pr^ at the 
grtHind in Cinecester. They parM off 
Ok rojd near ihe ground and Irisn inside 
llx* car watched the play tlircmidi the 
light drizzle. Uunng a pause m the game, 
in between two chukkers. moth^ and 
sit'psnn saw tlitf maharaja suddenly fal- 
ing lr> the ground. By the lime they 
crossed the field and got to him. he was 
dead, ol heart failure. And with him. on 
that wet Knglish afternoon of the sum¬ 
mer of I97U. died the best and most 
gkinous inommis of Indian polo. 

Jai Singh, more than any other man. 
had svmbolised, tor Indu. the evanes¬ 
cent jdorv o( polo. He was tlie 5gure that 
si<><id out during the heydays of Indian 
poki. especially in the ra^nt seasons <if 
the Ihnk decade, '^I'hat was the best 
(inie for Indian polo.' recalls the late 
maharniH Jai ^gh s heir. Lt Col Khawa* 
cu iBubWes) Singh. Beginning frum 
m.'Li ilie Indians had gone on a winninfi 
spree pK'king up every available trophv. 
sianing fnim the Curunatim Cup 
lilt OlcTTipw gold medal in That 
was a magnirwent era for the plavera 
htvn Jaipur. Jodhpur, BatiaU and other 


Indian polo chibs. It was an era that 
mixed equestnart sluH with d>e romance 
of high sodeiy and adventure on the 
field. Theae old moments of greatness 
survive ai the fomt of cM paintings. 
bckidDig one retouched canvas proudly 
^splayed lo tfas day m Jaipur's kamba^ 
Palace Hotel Polo Bar. shov^ ihe bte 
maharaja, young »d athletic thea re¬ 
ceiving the Cermtion Cup from Queen 
Mary in 1933>and in oU. sohd silver 
trophks and memories. 

If Jai was the central figure of Indian 
polo, then C^cutu. Il then stdl the 
jewel 0 ^ the Bnti^ emp ire , was its 
grandest venue. The sporting event of 


the Indian year was tratfaumally ‘'Christ* 
mn Pok)" St Calcutta. Uiwn the road 
from the Belvedere of white*washed 
bungalows, and in the middle of the 
Calcutta race course, was the carefully 
manicured championship polo ground, 
the scene of some of the finest polo 
exbbitions in the world. Every winter 
afternoon witnessed this ground filled 
with Indian royalty, bejewelled ladies, 
cavalrymen, outstanding players from 
abroad and the elite of Calcutta. Ihe 
players in their colourful outfits mingled 
with the ladies, the chukkers thundered 
on. and the exhilaraiing afternoons were 
celebrated with pink gins and beer. 

C alcutta remaaii the pc^ capital of 
India, the venue of its most presti¬ 
gious trophy.the Indian Pob Assodaiioii 
(IPA) Cupkind every winter the best 
teams from all over the country still 
congregate here. On winter aftemuons. 
the betf ers serve gui and beer, the puk) 
ponies and their n^rful riders thunder 
on with their chukkers. and the old- 
timers still recall seasons past with 
nostalgia and d^ed accents. But the 
crowds have diaappeared. The ladies are 
beautiful but rare. Patrons vinuaUy non* 
existent. And Indian polo in total eclipse. 

Just how bed the times are tot Indian 
polo ts evident in the sharp dectuK in the 
number of polo players and ponies, In 







tiit‘>(iKk*p('TKl<'Til Inrtiri, Ouf IikJiuu aniiy 
Hkint* h»<l M-li» rt'^iiK’nts <>l cuvMlrv and 
princely stales their awn army and 

Oi'ivjilrv. mynliy aryl ihi* laiMk-d 
}^*nt ry u \ u\m v piti t s < if i hi* < < hiiU rv alsii 
inairUiiirK’cj tiKir <iwn sUibles. Aiiion>;st 
aN of iIh'ih 1 h(*\ ivid ihiMivind'i nt Iht^'S 
Jtuj si'ver.il hutjdiH wnv trjimd Uir 
piHii. In iIk IlKllK, \tk‘ MathiriiM lA 

J. iiptir alone had W polo peues and in 
I^KU liixt Viiken KID pontf^ m two 
slnpl«».>(|v I ill the wav \u Kn).'Ltiw1. 

TinUiv. I be iiimiiImt of |x>|«» jx^iik’s in 
(hr ciiuiilrv isesiiiik.rK'(l a I rlH*l>ijlk 

<il tlM'in wilb varuRis aiinv esiatibsh 
iiM'iUs like (he K|vt vavalis al J.n|Hir. the 
NatMMul fVlecKT Ac;ideim (Kajakvait* 
hiK ibc liukiii Mthiaiv Aiaikfm ilkhra 
hnnJ, tlir Dn''•xk•h^^ htKivicujrd (New 
(Mill) and vatmit'* veierirurv. supply 
alKl niMlk'ie onils I'veli Ibis would nol 
knc I'MiaiiKil Ipfl II iiiH U’on for 
JawMliarlxl Ni lnu. Alrm SVotkl NVai 11 
the Ui indi had plantin! Ui fM).irKl all Ihe 
r,i\ali'v re^nimnts ol iIk irxlMii Rmiv 

inn III N< lun s iiM'.k'mt* h.id Hi one* 
lavaliT rvCMrunn and hnscs lor Kemk- 
nicn i,kJh^ to ir,nn 

Tk' w'disi bii ha«'e k'l ii (Ih* viviImh 
(K ilij Oul ot My total id .")«luhsi m 
the oHintiv, al><nii 1,’ an* uiUn ly civi¬ 
lian iind ii(rf »np|)oi(ed ht (he afnii*d 
loiecH OT llu> jHiliM And |HJo ^ lulls do 
lira (Xissev, borsis The Kaiasilwn l*<Ju 
Litib ai Jaiptii. whn li is one ol the nvnd 
ruinous riii'l okit sl in i|i< i<Kinlrv. ep^T* 
ales wiDifiM SIN (mJo jHMuc .s allot ihtm 
owned In (hi* lutluiaya iM JnqHii. Shor* 
|H»nH's Ikis hud a predH'labk* 
'Vcltne 10 I he spivad .oxl ijualrlv iif the 
>6inK . Kveii I he ounilicr o, ihukKeri* ii 
on< ikJij uaiiic has kin ^iil hum the 

oriuKUil si\ lo tout |oi Wriiil o! theses. 

The R;ime. a( tk* same time, has 
become Ur more expensive to play. 
Evtm :n the early 1^^. clubs thal 
possessc-d horses would hire them out 
t<i players at (he rate of Ks 7.50 per 
chukker but Uxlay the same chibs charge 
an average of R$ 30 a chukker. Not 
suipnsingty. the ganie *oddy has few 
takers in this country and the number of 
polo players has stagnated at just 200. A 
leading playmg country kke Argenti* 
na. in contrast, is repotted to have 
7*8.000 horses and about 4.000 players. 

The qua&iy of pekt players too has 
declined. Kor the past len years only 
three players, afl of them from the 
a rmy^Oijimel K.S. 'inkles’ Sodhi. Maj 

K. S. Garcha and Lt Cci R. Brar4iave 
dominated the game in this country. 
Fok> players are rated on a zero to ten 
handicap scale. Tlie best Indian players 
today are 5'goal players, whereas in the 
1930s the country could boast at least 
four 10-goai players. The very' last tone 


Pole hu become W mere 
expemive these dt]«. fM 
Mipriiintly the guie hes few 
Men ml the nunberof polo 
pliyen hu ttvulcd It just 
200. The quaity of leyen, loo. 
hHdedmed 
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A pan* of pete 


when an Indian team won in eitematMinal 
cumpetmon was tbe I9S4 Worid Cup n 
Airw^rKa. Indian players are still ncca* 
SKAially invited by foreign dubs, but not 
so nni^ for their j^mesmanship as for 
old times'sake. “Staodards liave gone 
down, adfnis Maharaja Bhawani &ngh, 
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**loday players desperately ne«d sptm 
sorsl^, ai^ tbe bnances t<i gu ahriKid tf* 
improve their skills." 


no uln has become boring with tk 
m same faces ai everv match." 


r same faces ai every match." 
complains a polo enthusiast, 
Raghubendra (Honny) Singh Dimlod. "In 
Jagnir aktfk*. wt had over a hundrtd 
flayers af one lime, whereas today it a 
the same U'Odd players who are seen at 
every match? Not surprisingly, .says 
Bomy lAinlod. “the excitement has 
gone out uf tbe game". 71ie Hituation in 
the rest of tbe country is nu differtmi. 
“Tbe same handful of players travel all 
over the country to play in different 
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seasons and at different vtnuf’>“. he 
laments. 

Bunnv Dunlod recalls n time when 
even his ancestral sillage bad a local polo 
gFCNind. Today. Dunkxf s village gnwui 
is plou^ied over and tk remoinder of 
lis stable has been shifted to Jaipur 
where the horses are hired out lo 
children and foreign biurists With the 
advent (rf the nv>tor car. tracts »rs and 
mass transportation and the decline of 
the landed gentry, the horse has becune 
an exobc. irrelevant object of the past. 

"It's a terriWe pity," says Col R.S. 
(Pickles) Sodhi. the Commandant of the 
61 St Cavalry and one of the finest polo 
players in the country. “1*he Indian 
nation at one time was associated with 
the horse and the world discovered polo 
from this country!' Pok) is believed to 
have been played by the Mongols, the 
Persians, the Moghuls and Tibetans. In 
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Udakh, Che game is played on the 
streets. But the Britjsh dsccivered polo 
throu^ the Manipuns, who lesmi ibe 
game centuries ago honi Ibe Tibetans. 

In Manipur, the game, called K^r^ia, 
was traditionally played on short, sturdy 
ponies by everybody-royairy, cunmun- 
ers, young and old. Mampurib who 
migrated to the Cachsr valiey in (wesent- 
day Assam took the game with them. 
The first record of Kn^shmen pbiyng 
polo is oi assistant deputy commissioner 
of Sik'har, Captain Knbert Stevmn, In 
]g59, when Stewart was pnimuted, hU 
place was taken by Lt Joe Shearer. Thr 
two men pioneered ih(‘ spread of polo 
and, along with local tea planters, 
started a cKib u> pky in conjuration whh 
the Manipuns, Tbv game was next 
taken lo Dhakn by Captain ICustace HiD 
o( the Uh(>r«’ light Ihirse. 

Meanwhile, merchants and cava^ 
men from Calcutta had corni* to hear 
abiml polo and. in lM 6 l- 6 ^ Capud) 
Stewart came over lr<n> Sik'har to 
orgamae the first polo games at the 
Ballygunge Parade Grounds. Thr Cal* 
cutta Polo Club was esuibliahed in 1863 
and aurvives as the oldest polo club. Hut 
it barely survives. It lacks enthususts. 
players, gextd ponies and patrons. The 
Slate of its officers dmgy. two*roomed 
affair of peeling plaster. mouMy records 
and a soliiary, aging fsk'totum-reffects 
the faded fortunes of Cakuua polo. 

T he one msliiution that reallv keeps 
the 0 ime nlive is the ^rmy. With ihe 
bulk of horsc^s, the best players and 
official pnuonage. the >imy can boast of 
polo being tis exclusive preserve. And 
this is only to be expected. “Profioency 
in polo 1 % directly rekited (o the availabil* 
ity of trained liorrivs," point« out Col 
S^hi. Hie army hns also tlie kind of 
people who are prepared to take the 
risks of the ganw. "Mimey shifted 
from one type of people lo anolber. And 
today’s rich no kmger encourage their 
kids To ride horses or play polr.' says 
Sodhi. Besides, businessmen kxlay pre* 
for to buy nee horses and not pulo 
pomes. Indian pok), unlike IiKlian horse 
racing. i» lux a paying pniposibon. tunco 
the poor and the nujonty nf tlw middle 
class cannot afford the etjuipment or the i 
cost of hiring horses, it i$ mainly the 
army that p^>'s. 

The army s dommarxe has ^edkl- 
ably bred some amnuni of bitterness and 
miglit even be partially responsible for 
the game 's stagnation. “Polo is a i^anwr* 


PieyingffiegHiitwWiwMi 

|lne«itheTtieorapn*Darbhan0« 
^ Cup Polo Teumimanl begins 

torcHgners from using their horses. Re* 
cenliy. however, ihe dimy amended the 
order, allowing ex-servicemen and (heir 
children to nde army horses. 

“The anny m^t be a little possessive 
about their horses but it would not be 
^ to hold them reQp<m$ 2 ile fr>r the 
game's stagnation." says the maharaja 
of Jaipur. Fx, whatever little is left of 
the game is largely because of the amy. 
Bonny Dunlod, on the other hand, fe^ 
that * 1 f pok) is to survive, it must go to 
the hands of businessmen". And India 
big business, fortunately, is beginrdng to 
take a closer look at polo. 


Tilt OM MSuSee that rH% 
kMpi tiw pm dv« li flw araqi. 
Sih pMy •! InrtM, Sm M 
pii)rm and officU pUroMfi, 
Ihn amy can bOMt tM pnin li Hi 
nadnaKnpfiiarvt 


iHi* (if it» contiol. complains Honny 
Dunlod. He (eels (hat (he army, which 
has the best Ivtrses. does nut encourage 
youngsters and. a (ew years ago. had 
passed an order barring Chilians and 
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I n affluent Bombay, fc)r instance, the < 
local polo dub is run tfniirdy by 
businessmen and coqxvaie executives, l 
who pay for the maintenance M pofses ! 
and the salaries of the syces. The 
m ahar<^ of Jaipur, too. is trying to get 
big companies to shell out money for 
buying horses and ^orsormg young 
^yers to pfay abrt^d. Since 1987. 
BikId Oberoi of the hotel group has j 
begun sponsoring the Sudan Cup matdi- ' 
es between the Indian and British j 
aimies. Last year, the Indian army won | 
the Cup in England and next year, the 
British are scheduled to j^y in India. 

The Indian Polo Assodaiion (IPA) is 
also trying to persuade the various polo 
clubs roui^ the country to raise finances 
for buying their own horses. Ute Cen* 
trai government is being requested to 
help in the import of polo ponies. 
M^while. as a member of the Worid 
Poiu Federation, the IPA has started 
requesting teams frnm other countries 
to visit Mi. Already, teams frern I 


Pakistan, Britain and Mexico have 
agreed to come bi March next year. 

That pok) can still rouse mass enthu¬ 
siasm in (his country was proved when a 
team from Pakistan came to play in 
Ja^ur a cotg^ of years ago. The 
Raiasthan Polo Ckib gromd was pecked 
with a record oowd of 15,000 specta* 
tors. 'The Pakistanis, who had brought 
their own ponies. totMy beat the 
Indians. "But it was a great moment and 
remind me of dte deys when a polo 
match attracted thousands." remsrics 


Bonny l>unkid. 

SigniScantly, the Indians discovered 
that while most of the Pakistani players 
; wvre civilians. tlK*ir horses and syces 
were of the army. Every armoured 
regiment of the Pskistant army to this 
day has to maintain at least 40 horses to 
keep aifve equestrian and polo tradi¬ 
tions. The Mo^ul emperor. Akbar. had 
held similar views on polo and encour¬ 
aged his officers to p^y the ^me to 
improve their reflexes and to train them 
to work as a team. The chafienge of polo 
shows no signs of diminishing in the age 
(d machines and computers. Ail over the 
world, interest in this ancient, exhilarat* 
mg garm is mounting. The Olympic 
Association plans to have this game 
reintroduced at its next meet. Only in 
India, polo spasse, the legacy an era 
of cdorualists and feudal princes, and 
merest in h has ebbed with the retreat 
of the Raj. India might aa weO not ha^ 
re^acovn^ the game it lU. 






SUNDAY SPORTS 



veil ix'fore iHe n^ytnptt s 
>^iri in S(>oiil» rhi*r(* tk*- 
><|Kiir nixl (U'«^pp<HninK^i in 
(he Ifirliiin i'jiiip. The iiver 
(<Mifickiit bid hy New llelhi 
to hosi Ihe I'ninriKxiHvallh Ciimieit 
Cfltnt* niutfhl as IikJi^ w«is iiuI voted Ity 
ChivkIh. “i'Ih* i&iincs." i*aKl minister ol 
sure l<ir sports. Mr» M^rfRrel AIva. 
wIhi wiis ^ 1 lrr New iK'lhi would be 
awarded iIk' (iaires, “were alkirrt*d l<i 
Victoria l<ir nitwT considt'rations Uun 
reasonable i’lamis." WIvii niUHl hav<' 
nhviriii^lv iipAei lH*r wa» (Ik* volnix 
piiliem displayed the Conn non wealih 
members at ScimJ as Irxlia lost iia 
Kcs'ond consecutive hid lo stage llte 

irUITH'S 

Of the ^ bftIkKK cast at the penend 
aHSl'mtdv ineciing id the Convnonwealth 
(*ainc9 I'edcmtHW, New Ikelhi ciHikl 
only poll IM votes agaurst ^ for 
Vicuirui and s«*V(ii for Cardin (Wales). 
Tills WAS a tHM>r show when comfured 
wiih India's luhk* tnd for Uie 1^1 
CoiniiRaiwcallli (tames when it lost to 
AiKkkiiid, New Xeatand.by four votes. 
Interestinxlv. m during 

the Los Angi*U*s Divmpu'S, 

I he loinial c'onseni of 
(he huiMii ipwinnK'Di 
canK' onlv three 


hours before the federation meetiriK was 
convened. After (hat came India s vain 
bid fur the Olympics. The then lOA 
(Indian Olympic A^idaiion) president. 
V.C. ShuMa. who was keen lo brmg the 
games (o the capital received no backing 
from the Indian govi*mmen(. The witi' 
ner was Barcelm device the s. ** 
i opipetitiun from Amsterdam. 

Kver since the aborted (Nympics bid. 
Margaret Alva and senior sports adna* 
nimralors have been boasting about 
India’s chances In hrml the Common¬ 
wealth Games. Two months agi». New 
llelhi was the venue of an intemalK>nal 
sports seminar for which Ks 15 lakhs 
was spent. Il was at best a pubh' 
relatKAM exercise lo ensure (hat India 
could put up the Ccenminwealth Games. 
Thnu^ Indu's case was wefl-presented, 
this time even RKfnber<ountnes like 
HangUdesh and the Maldivw were not 
forthcoming in their seaport, both coun¬ 
tries abstained from vntmg. It was the 
Catihbeans and the bbrk votes that 
went agasist New UeBu. As one lUA 


member said: “It is indeed ironical that 
es'en India’s neighbours dki not i nax 
(heir voles for her. And wlu ii we have 
taken the lead lo linn the Hntish team 
which kis Had spinning c<intacts with 
South Afnra from ximing lo India, the 
nwginlv of the Comnionwcnlth nations 
votes agimnit uh." 

’Phe failure of New* Jklhi to aimer the 
IWM C«Hnmonwealth (rame>i is being 
stxm in sporting circles also us a failure 
(it ikir foreign pi4icy, ’Wtwli^th- use of 
having a gkilie trotting ITinic Minister if 
India cannot muster enough goodwiJI 
among a small group of iw I lou s? “ de man* 
ded one sports administrator. J'here are 
also compknnts that the nine-memher 
delegatHin headed liyMrsAI varomprisi-d 
sonH* pobtK'ians wivi tiao no organisa¬ 
tional eicpenencc for lg»kJing intemaiion* 
al meets and, therefore, were huidly m 
asset fiK the ferkralsin meeting. 'I’hey 
cited the case of iIk* Norwegian l^nine 
Minister, (iro llailem llrundiland's visit 
to Scout to ensvie that Ulkhainmer gut 
the nod for the 19^^ VS'iriicT (Jlymptc 
(iames. 

'flianks to the rnepi liandling nf such 
proposals anc! lack of fotlow up ai t inn, 
fndia lus not been abk.* tu ronsolidtite 
the facJilies and iiifrasinjcturc built up 
during the 29M2 Asian Games. IIk* bid 
for the 1992 Olympics was handled ai s 
ham*handed manner. This time, on the 
first occasHiTL India made a concerted 
bid lo host a major sportmg event. The 
perfonmuxe of the pohitcians at the 
Commonwealth Games Kederaliun 
meeting wiU be a setback to the morale 
of llw sp(xts edifice in the country. It 
will also be seen as a major diplomatic 
failure. 

Ml SartfvMew MM 


MkffteW Atv«. 
disappointing partormanep 




A missed opportunity 


India's hid to host the 1994 Commonwealth Games fails 
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T he soft features, V* 

milk-white com- \ 

plexion and eyea 
peering through large 
glaases do not txces* 
sarily protect an imaise 
I of gutsy persever- 
ance. Hut at 24. Neela ^ 

IllKisale iuis already 
hecon^ one of the 
best known ilhistra- 
tors in Hombay today. > 

Remember the Sunil U 

Gavaskar illustrationi L 

in the teaser ads 
asking readers lo 
guess what Gavaskar 
was up to? They I 
appeared itut before I 
Oavaftlur took over as | 

editor of Spr’/tsweek I_ 

and they were d<tne by 
Hhosale. More recently. Bhosale's iDus- 
tration of one of the best* known bees in 
the advertising work), that o( Alyque 
Padamsoe, created quite a sensatkm. It 
was the ad prepared by Tnkaya hr Tbe 
Times of Inda. claiming that the paper 
had a drculaiion itreaier than that of aO 
the other btg names in the magune 
world put together. Cancaturea i)f 
Padamsee and other advertising bigwig 
^vere used in the ad to buttress this 
extravagant claim. An outraged Padam¬ 
see demanded that tbe ad containing Ms 
caricature be withdrawn! 

Of course Hhusale’s work also con¬ 
tains a lot of fun, frofic and beauty. 
Garden Vareh's staid pubhe issue a^ 

' caught the eye primuity because of 
I Bh^e’s Olustracions of long-bnbed. 
graceful women. 

"I specialise in illustratinna, ” says 
NeeU Bbosale, "because unlike in 
photography, you can give vent to your 
' imagination and fantasy. Sometimes 
^ photographs can be duU. wMle an Slus- 
• tration can put life into it. bring out the 
, contrast” Bhosale's iSustrations for tbe 
« Verrano boardings depicting slender 
I women behind huge sunglattes, are a 
i daaiic example of her work. Mystery 
[ and gfamour seem to be her dowa ng n 
. theiM. Understandably, her work also 
I indudee pamphlett for beauty products. 


pw^.lf l| 


rawii^ the Ihie 

Neeta Bhosale is now Bombay’s top illustrator 
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And now there is no 
looking back,” says 
Hhosale. 

However, people 
often have fixed ideas 
about illustration tech¬ 
niques. complains 
Hhosale. ”They think 
of freelancers si the 
last moment and this 
dues not leave much 


Li 


Bhoule's style ia varied and it is 
something she has developed on her 
own through practice. You certainly do 
not leant this kind cf thing wi sdiool. 
particularly not ritheJ.J. Sdiool of Arts. 
”ln fBcu" says Bhosale. what they teach 
you at the /J. seems so usek^ and 
impractkal when you go out into the ad 
world. Whether for printaig or artwork, 
you have to start aH over again.** With 
her avant-garde style. Kiosale <6d not 
have an ahogether easy lime at the J J. 
SdiooL She faded in her iUustratni 
ex 2 n because she (hd not accept the 
style that the sdnd sou^t to enpose on 
h^. "But I knew I was good and 1 
decided to try my hick at an sgen^, and 
soon enou^ I ItM a )ob with Clutocv 
fjrm of the biggM ad agencies at that 
tine. I worked there for 14 months. 
Later, soce I wanted to do vwuahsation. 
1 joined da Cunba’s. 1 got a reai big 
break as a freelancer after I did iluatra- 
tiona of pavement dotbes stals far the 
Taj colotff mavatne. Thereafter I got a 
lot of call which generated a lot of work. 


there is plenty 
dune, whetben 
I steel pistes. 
“One handica 
illustrator." say 
pie don’t let yen 
directioa Hut n 
where I have he 
from designing 
designing the 
illustrations. B< 
being directed, 
direct,*' 
Portraits-and 
hobbies that I 
duou^y. "J have 
people since chi 
very ee.sfly. Dn 
to take « 4 ) serk 
time at the mor 
professionally s 
Among the m 
IS the mascot 
whicb ai^iears c 
Aiistotrat ad. 
well-known actc 
toms Up fame, 
packagngfur H 
and is nuw di 
things, a cartor 
marketed by 
maceuiical com 
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"The d*iy when Profit 
stops being a dirty word 
in our country, we shall 
start growing prosperous." 


- S.L. KIRLOSKAR 




We cou/d not have survived for a hundred years without earning 
profits. Profits to plough back into new ventures. Profits to provide gainful 
employment. Profits to frnarKe research and development. Profits to share 
with our shareholders. Profits to contribute to the National Exchequer. And 
profits to help us keep pace with the world. 

Our capacity to make produaive use of man's abilities by providing 
him with a personal motive to think, aa ar>d create instruments of wealth 
for himself, for us and for our country — this has been our mainstay. In 
the Interest of Industry at large, and the Kirioskar emerprise in particular, 
we have to succeed and to earn profits. 

We shall continue to comribute to India's social and economic 
betterment through engineering excellence — our chosen method. 










PROFILE 


Rajiv’s 

legal 

hatchet 

man 


P. Shiv Shankar has made himself 
indispensable as Rajiv (Umdhi's legal 
troubleshooter 

H \'- sur> \vi\v U’t’M •iMriHiini •iih c 

19MK Notwith^tandiiiK n ups;«iKl I* 

Shiv Sluintuir Iws rtuiMtfcd loumvirHe Ik* 

serv«>s lhal hts w n kirnl hraiii • stmir mv 
uiichiini.tbly Ihnl U deyMMS'-ihal lifl fHHl «i 
soiuliun to nny pr<»blpiii. Whenever hn ptAlK'^l iihisters fnri 
tiK’niwIves in j fix Uiry lum U> Shiv Slunkiif 1i» »h)»A ilMti 
(he wdy ng(. And iIh^* wt» know hmi say he lias never ki 
them down. Euinjiles of his legal njthk':<snesx. when ev<*n 
poblk' opinion cease’s to inatler, ean be kmnd m the 

mo^i vontioverswil liills tiouRht by Katrv <ian^'$ pivem* 
m«nl. One >«eks io lake awny (he right to divorte of Musbin 
women under the guise of the Muslim Women's (IVnteclHMi uf 
Rights on Divorce) Dill, and (lie other amounts to an attack on 
the free press, m the garb of the more reaiit Uefaination HiB. 

Shiv Shankar’s is a rags to riches story'> with the nches 
cormiig to him after he joined pofau s in WtA M.nknjt from a 
poor family. Shiv Shankar was educated m Chandv^rh. being 
largely dependent un scholarships throughout his sfudenl hfe. 
}(e became a lawyer and grew in stature to become a judge 
the Andhra Pradesh High Court (1074*75). His legal acumen 
was never in question, 'fhe politwiil bug bit him around this 
time and he quit the legal profession on the plea that the 
emoluments available to him as a judge were not enough to 
make ends nteel. He moved to l)eBu and came into 
prominence as one of the counsels representing Indira Gandhi 
in the many legal rases filed againsc her by the Janata 
government. Incideitully. at that time, he was fivii^ with 
H. R. Dhaxdwaj. who later became Union minbtef of state for 
law. in Delhi. He never forgot this and from 1960 onwards 
Bhardwaj came back to power. Shiv Shankar's politial 


course w.'.s sef. l'n(*t foihisi, Ixmvwr. he kmcli! oinf won ;i 
l*arlun>eii(ary vlttnion (run Aodlua Pr.idrsli wiib llu* 'iup|x»ii 
rjf the then chief numscer. M (.’Itcnm;* Krchlv 

Indira Gandhi calk'd i^i Shiv Slvuikur .ill iIh* iuh<' tni li k!,il 

udvxe in ffKl. fthe specifMiiHv «iKk<'<l him .md R Vi'nkdT.na 

nun It I didrndone ig her chu f mimsin^. \ . k. Ariul.iv, in Ihr 
niuch*|)ublKved case agaiiw Irpii. Noihm^ u.i\ <Joik> in the 
k'gni field letthoul Sliiv SluinkarS kiMmU'fjyc. ’flic same 
•atuaiHiA Lonbmwv 71ul Shi\ SIvMikai i ih» tiiiK' in 
csiahk&liing an equaiion wuh Pk ih w Ic.idt'i. k.ijrv (rimdlii, 
was obvious when 1 k‘ h,is m'co iHnt rmg Aroond when Ihe 
lattcT went to SulirmiHir io iiW llw iviminiilKin [i.ijic rM fm ih«< 
AiiK'Cht Luk Sahhu eleition A inrirsjKNidcnl who was 
asked a coUe.nnM wh.*)! Muv MuinkAi w,ts durigtltorc. 
Shiv Shank.vS slvirji rar» pHkvd up (lu* qw'slKtn :ii>d he 
(vtorittl. "You obvHHnJv ihh kn<iw 1 am ;i kiwver aA 
wx'H." Ik* Weill on lo (H rMHiallv s’l uiiiiist* each |wve nfpa^wt 
lieffirv (tirwarding il iti K.nrv ir.imllii ^iinnulieMide hun. wJiik* 
Hie then chief numMer ol Dii.ir Pfarte''li, N.iiain Dull hwan, 
and Dln;t;(li presKk'iit V I*. Singh Mtnn] iispecHullv Muml. 
h'Hii Hvu da) tei lie W (Hd kK>ke<l I Kick. 

As I’lHoA hw nviniHlei. a p<M whu h lx held for snim’ time , 
Slnv Sh;ii)kdr mtUHluied ihr i crtidoVtiMal re solute m> Allowing 
he ihe irtinskr of peJj.'i'S hixii f4H"<hiTe hi .inotlxr. llus wjin 
oiM'ollhr* htsi potUh.il hejsir niii hvl Ins mauler k Uk conlioj 
Ilk' judKi.iiv and mh* wh«^ h w,i> deepls :cdenied by the U gal 
lirofesMon. SInv Slbrnkai l4.4'> Ik hi •ewml inirlhihos }mii \\is 
iiol pros'c'd partHukiHv ccNiqa ieni in .inv. A» ixlroleiim 
iiiBHMei lx e.irm<fl IIh* high MHnnKnid’v ilis|ileasme when ii 
Imhuiix kiixwn I kit |xto4i>uni .ipeiKie'> kid heeii 0vvn In 
IK'otili* wlm were iioi immiheiN «4 liH< ^on^rcsslh. He alv) 
Ixkl dual liwrge o( tlx i xienvil .tflaiiv and coninxuv 
jiuiiislne}>. He (xoseJ to b*' .i ’(h<.i*>io no’ loivjgn mim'*liT aiHl 
the |«*rtfiibo was I. then .iwae iii/ni I hmi inllowHig sevenii 
cistipUmU (Kail liureaiKT.iU wlto louki not yet used, as one 
of ihein pul il. to iiu "Ibini lumdeil" 'ivk' of lunchoning. Ah 
U nion ommipm' iiiinisier Ih< un ihio double when Ik* 
Ined to pusli lliT'iugh a (>rupir>jl to li ansler Miteniatiuml trad** 
to Ihe industry ministry and to .lixili^li ilw' oommeiic 
dcjianinent allogetlier. A 'ludv p«<ixi pit>j>ared but the 
idea had (o be given ufi follow luy prop si<s fr«Mti those 
inv'ohed. 

i n 19M, Shiv Shankar’s (xiliiik .il MhIijih" showed a deelmc. 

Ik* contested the U*k S<ilih.) eleilMiiis fioni MeJak. 
cuisKlered the sajesi I'onsliiucm v Hiidiu < Gandhi loo Ivid 
been ^eciL'd frrim ihcrei (or (Ih* LujuiiessH) in Amihm 
Pradesh and kist mnw'mhlv. Inmallv 7’. Aiyiah was lo eonlesi 
(rum Mednk but ht'C.*iuse Shiv Skinkni • ihrs K(>ai, the 

foinier was Circl'd loiv.oTest the ek’ctioii ikhil Secunderabad 
(Shankar's earber UA ShMia sent (rum wIikIi he was 
cxiremely ri'hHlnnl toamtest), 'fix irony of it was (hat whik* 
Shiv Shankar 11*35 r<iuted by (lx Mcdak electorate, Anjiah was 
imr vf the few CongressfD candklates to win from Andhra* 
Pradesh. 

Shankar did not make it then to Kajiv Gandhi's Calnixi He 
was bter brought imu the Rajya Sabha as the party’s 
candidate from Gujarat. Pur a white it appeared that the Prime 
Minister't reliance on Isin was shaken and he was irudi* to 
\ook after the C«Mre*staie relations document for a wNlv, or 


Examples of his legal ruthlessness, when even public opinion 


ceases to matter, can be found in two controversial Bills; the Muslim 


Women's Bill and the more recent Defamation Bill 
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evi’n head the Indti Soviet Inendship ursani&atKrn. etc. 11ier« 
vras ais4i a i^oposal 1 o despattli him h% the hi^h commi&itionet 
to I Of smiK' othiT country. But Shiv Shinlur survived and 
alter a shufX while came bacit into the Cabinet. 

Ik* IS Kajts (iundlu's leital iniuhleehooter and there are no 
twii <ipiilions about that He is niK particularly popular m the 
Co«itt^*s»(ii, most members dislAmit his bmsh and, as one 
msisled. 'cru<k'' ni:inner whkli aniafCunises more than it 
(iHk*ars. He is a niu^« and ready type with link* or no Anesae 
as hi* seems !<• hav«* onl>' 'kvc niissKHi in life: to serve his 
inasieis lo ihi* hi*Ni of hiv abilily. Me has little vision and. 
oi'ivirdinK to one ruling pnnv member wlio knows him well, 
“is <hon •S 4 thU'd lo a fouh". 

Annlysinij Sliiv Shankar's approaih lo politics, a Conicres* 
s<l) nvi*mlK*t wlxi lias seen hnii m almost fn>ni day one, 
says lhai hi* uiibty bes in his ability to find a wav out nf any 
ii»dii Wh(‘ii H s«iKitHS) JefK's tht' poliiieal mind. Shiv 
SIsMikar's k'^.il hrim coim*s into play and finds j way out, 
u'twrdk'ss (It Ihiw iimiNisiiiutHinii) or oppfvsaive *!ie AnaJ 
rt'sull iiHplit luiri«iut to Ik*. *I1k* iK'lainalHMi Kill, moat in tlie 
p.inv Uh*I. is his braini hiU. IVv also point out thiit Ihi* man ia 
so (k'VHius tivii lie has !iun<iped lo laki* a hiick M'Ht while P. 
klMlamlKrT.ioi is iirojtsit'd as iIh' fall ifuy. 'I'hc llctanution Kill 
liii*’ ri*-i'si.il)hs]Hsl iImI n*pinis itt ^iv Slvnik.ir s dvcIinmK 
loll lines w<*ie iiH*re nsijci'iuie and dial he continues to enjoy 
iIm’ I’mm* MiiiisUt's confirkiHe 

Hwre IS no doubt tlui lM*iWixm the two HiIIh Shiv 
Sluiikar's |silitii'«il toil urn* s slMiwi*d n downward trend, at 
h*.isi for a liiiK*. Ih* vi*iis in Ilk* fore Iron! wIkti the Muslim 
WiiiK'ifs Kill w,is dialled «ind passed, receivmi; more than 
nlik* nssKtaiHv from Kk* minister of state for law, H.K. 
lilviiilw.ij, AsIhAc* Sill. wIki was I hen the* law nunister, was 
MHii|>leielN Mck*(riH'ked .ind apart Iroiii puitinp up a luken 
(k'li iH'e of tU' Hitl ill KaihaiiH*iit hi* had bitle or no idea dlMnit 
wliai w*.iv lw|>peTiinK m l"'^ iium«lry. Shiv Sliankar iitepped m 
and jfidut with ihe Mushiii fundameiiialists, K K. Hhardwa) 
nnd iHIkts biiHiydil m a Kill lo ri*peal a projtressive judgment 
ol Ihe Su|Hnni' Couri and reinforce the conservative 
interprelalun o( iIk* MunIiio «t«obinV ivfil to divoru*. 

Aj 2 .iiri. or as Ihe story pjcs. when Saiisli Sliamia and 
odHTsikiH* loihe I hum* Miiiisier expressed their disapprov¬ 
al about tin* rok* of the press in this ciniiitry. Shiv 
w‘sis hroutdit III tonne ii a coiKtete form. It wa^ Ins lejzal brain 
ithU drafted the KelainalKMi KiU in I'orsultalsin.of course^with 
C htdaiiihararii. H.K.U Hliapat, li.K. Khardwdj. etc. Hut most 
Cofi>!ress(]i niendiers feet that he was the prune drafter. 
tMJttmp hi« masters thou^dits within a leical framework, it is 
In* |oh lo execute the orders and not to advise, as on« 
Coiijressd I k*«iikT said, atxl Shiv Shankar never departs from 
the rMinii lie has st*i f<ir him»e!l. In this lies his secret to 
suiYi*ss. And. he has tlic abdiiy to tind out kxipholes in any 
lesid siHlule and lo dcTh’c iIk‘ utmost bc:K*fit uututlhciii. 

'Die different e bcivs'cei) him and the tUlier law ministers of 
Kajiv (inDdliiV ymcnmien] is more Ibiii apparent. Khardwaj 
covU have been descrilKd a> a pi ote^e at one tinw. Shiv 

Sliankui’s fort<* is I'onsutuitimHl law while BliarJwaj is better 
known for his prowesi^. or othemse. in (he cnnmial field. 
.Asboke ben wms the only ntlier contender but lost out 
because^ hi» ofnrmins on any matter W'ere never quick. 
o((*tbi‘M uQ asscssineiiis. And Sen, unlike ^iv Shankar, was 
alw*avs ver>* ctacemed about the impact. For Shiv Shankar aU 
thi> was. and remains, sfcondao, Fur him the find qpestwA 
is: w'hat do the poklkal masters want? And there is no 
second quesiam. He jMes about examminft the law. hx^iiiiw 
for (lie way out. Ahnosi always he manaRes to come itp wfU) 
an aravi^*r^freedom and pubbe opinion be damned, 
tmnn R »a Mt WRew OMR 
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Quarries of contention 

/5 Bangladesh illegally mining hmesume from the quarries along its 

border with Meghalaya? 


T he limestone qiMmei lyuis 
close lo the Indo B^n^edesh 
border in MetthaU^^e have 
beiome the centre of a fierce 
controversy Hanj^bdesh has 
been working these quames Idi (he last 
fewyear^ ru the mounting sMiienaoon of 
Meghalava which has lodg^ strong 


protests both with 

HdngWesh gov 
emmcnts Megha 
)ay<i iDriinldin^ that 
ilws< qurimcslcsr 
tirrutcly Ixkiny lu 
the ^(rile 

the tnlire belt 
in (he south west 
Khdsi Hillft <if 
MtghdUvri l)irg 
d4)<Hell1 to BiMlg 
Udtsh IS nch in 
luncstone depvisiti. 
but the bulk of this 
rirsnur^ e IS loundm 
tk Kaist fd area, 
wtierc thi lwi> inn 
troversidl quar 
Ties Hanitirghat 
and idkerghdt — 
arc )<>(«it(d 
MeghdlriVd cldimb 
that not irtily is it 
losmi, vdludble 
limebtonc but that 
Bangladesh’^ quar* 
rying is causing 
ecologica] damage 
as «eU 


the Indian and the 


reduced to turrefi land w.ili, rlugged fur 
cnovt of thf year AH Hangbdesh is Irit 
with now ft a nainnv sitqi of land lying 
at the tootluUs of Meghalaya mar the 
mterruiiunal border 
When hangUdesh nought lo mme this 
ared sometene n 11174 an agreenieni 
was ha»tdy drawn up between the depu 
ty comtwaionera of the we»t Khaii HiBs 


and Sslhet distnc t baying that land Ivmg 
vnthm a distorKe ol nine nvties from the 
border will be left untouched According 
iu mining experts in Shillong this sti 
pulatHWi fuimutated by nontechnical 
people whu kjiew piecmut bule about 
quarrying, has spelt disastei fur Megha 
laya Mining laws demand that the saleiy 
rone should not be lets than S() metres 



Tna TeMfgftai query aiMeeneeorieewMwemjr 


Bangladesh possesses onfy a handful 
of limestone quarnes in the SyBwt 
district, adjacent to Meghalaya But the 
output IS small compart to rts demand, 
the buOt of which is acquired hy a large 
cement factory at Chatak m the S^het 
distncL 

Consequently, most of BangladesA’s 
limestone is imported from South Korea 
and India, with Meghalaya si^plymg the 
entire Indian consignment of 120.000 
tonnes annually 

Bangladesh’s dependence on imports 
IS all the gresier since most of its own 
limestone deposns have gradually been 
•.exhausted The quarrtei hive been 


lifertiiieiiNirMlwftM 
RMlOflllPWlMtleM 
dtpoiMi Iwi pitely bMn 


NMwMlfa 


fWMlIllSMJMr. 
bMvMiiMb 
MilMINiiei 


1 his law js sB the more importani in ii 
region like the Khasi liiUb where the 
land mass composed mostly of limeb 
(one IS »nft and therefore suincrabie 
Not surpnsinglv the blasting that pre 
cedes the actual quarrying in Bangladesh 
causes strong vibralKm whi^ tnggers 
off land«lide8 m Meghalaya Large 
chunks of limebtone slide and fall into 
Bangladeshi temtury Heavy rainfall, 
frequent m this area, has the same 
eflect but whether the catalyst is man 
or nature it is Bangladesh wbeh stands 
10 gain 

The kiss hat been psmcularly great in 
the Bangerghat quarry, where the hills 
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to areas vHuch never belonged to it. and 
■I effect quarrying up Indian territory. 
Thu$ whiie environnwntai probes can 
be rwercome by a longdenn sidutinn. a 
territonal dispute ruuW endanj^r rvla* 
Uons between the ivro countries. 

T he Meghalaya govermeni first took 
(ognisance ot the probleni m 
when tht special director of land records 
and surveys raised the issue with his 
counterpart in Bangladesh. A joim in* 
speciKM conducted by them in Uec^i* 
ber conchidod that boundary pillars' 
had shifted from their iingina] positions 
“due to the movetnent of the Lind mass 
winch occurred due to Hie indiscriminate 
quarrying conations by Bangladesh”. 
Later, when Bangladesh did nothing 
about it. the Mejduilaya goverinent took 
up the isaue with the tvntral pi\'ernient. 
iSe Centre, bsl year, pn^osed to die 
Bangladesh giwerment that a jdnl com 
nuttee o(experts be cunstituted li> study 
the pTfiblem. The commiiiec was duly 
lbm>ed, met twKe and paid n visit m the 
disputed sites, but nothing eventually 
came of it. "We agreed to disagree.” 
remarked one of the committee mem* 
bers cynicilly. The commit ice (viuld not 
come up with a solution as linngladeKh 
coniinu^ to insist that: 

# Both countries were lx)urHl by the 
1974 agreement; 

e Landslides were a natural phe- 
nnmeTwn and quarrying by Bangladesh 
had nothing to do with their occurrence; 

• Barvung of quarrying would throw the 
300*odd mne workers out <if jobs, 
besides forcing the closure of the Chatak 
cement factory and rendering another 
800 jobless. 

Som st^utkms have been thought ni 
by India, but the implemenution of at 
,last two of them is incumbent on 
Bangladesh. One of them envisages 
constructing "bench marks” or "guard ^ 
walla” against the hibs. so that when a . 
Undsbde occurs, the land mass remams | 
within Mefdulaya and the Indian bound* 
ary pillars are protected. But the hitch is i 
that these walls will have to be built on 
land claimed by Bangladesh. 

‘Hw oUier solution is for Meghalaya to ' 
wofi both the qusmes to fuD capacity 
and not partially as is being done now. 
'X)ur main difficulty then will be the 
transponation of the Imge quantities of 
limestone to the rail head at Guwahati," 
said S. Lyngdoh. managing director of 
the Meghalaya Mineral De vehement , 
Corporation. 

A third sohmon is to construct ter¬ 
races on the hil slopes (o prevent ; 
tandsbdes. Experts fed that since lines* ; 
tone sod is extremely fenPe. vegetables 
«>d fruita can be grown on the tenpces 


ThtMH slopes now Hw qusniss: osusMg s c o*09icsl isifwpi 

are »oher than at (he Takvrghut quarry. 

'Ihe revenue department (4 the Megha* 
laya govemnieni hai> estimated that 
about 32.out) square metres of land 
mass from Etenger^dui ccmlaming 1.3 
million tonnes of limestone, haveal^adv 
fallen across the border into Bangladesh. 

Revenue oifUials also say (hat the entire 
area has become a haven for anugid^rs 
who carry on a rei^iar, lucrative npera- 
rioii in the smugiding at Kmcstone mto 
Bangladesh. 

Some border pillars have been up¬ 
rooted «i the process, even those 
embedded three*four feet below the 
.surface, with the result that in both the 
places the exaci kKatirm of the interna¬ 
tional border ts mi longer dear. I'sing 


aqKwttBBi«MMii,brfciiki 

lMltB8l4lpQriba 

dim fat ao( Mir a R Mu 
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ARIES 121 lUfCft-M Mf^U 

'Mf'Mk wii 10 

fjiHy luf you 

TkKJsr lO sorv»C^ vnh mafc^ 
prix^ress Sti>deni<^ 
wHi have yn ry'jy wptH Those pur^U'nQ 
inlpKtfrjtuai Jhd .jrtiM'C aCtiv:M$ writ be 
ri>n>;)tk,ihlv lurkv wi.>i>k you wrfl POrn 
(hu oi ppoplr who mriiiet Fnpotfs 

tinfl tPlshOMs w (X' Mliiec hoiiHiil A very 
goOkI w»r>K foi rornaniii.rfiiy <rKAned 

Gpod d»l«s: M :»l arul 30 ' 

Lucky numMrst ^ a .inj n 

Fivgurible dfrechon* South ' 


U0I21 Jury—2flA*|w1| An 

Pm excctieoi week ro« w<*<T>er> 

L\^L^ chiUfen Mg« ol ir>e 
yitff p(ableh>8 iKiog you are 
W^MiH likely (0 he solved ih«$ 

week Seek ihe help or rr«iids. ihr r odvee 
inay come •n hendy A week or oppoiluni- 
lies >0( Ousmessmun. new .mo lucrerwe 
deals may be •naoe wim a kirie b*i or 
ludgmehi The dnmesiic rioni may nol be 
very peeccrul. 

Gftod tfatei 27 ?9 ano i 
Lucky MmMn: *. S and (i 
Favoerable direcHot' Nonh 



SAGIHARIUS (21 Noiam 
bar—20 DecamMr| The 

OoitieslM Iron will lum vui 
ro 1)6 a source of haMJincss 
>lhiK work Even if you «ii« 
nor able lo aoiyft youi probiprns they will, 
neverIheieas, cea^' in worry vf»u loi ih»' 
mompfii fnprrdji and rplaiives wjll in>fkf 
this a busy week, ftrui yrnj may have ic niay 
host to i(>em aiounj iho week (>nd Ihoserrf 
^ryice VtnukJ not tlwjlhmgn nupenoin 
Oaod date! i'?. Pd and ^ 

Lucky nemMrt. ' H and fi 
Favevrablt iiractloe; r^iniM 



TAURUS 121 April—20 Hay) 

Ih<' lo'tiiij l^ on rtvaatHar 
' '111 tuh.p arvj t|iairi4ue this 
wei;'l< A vf’tv 'fi'Ud hniw loi 
iii.iir inn'ual (.uiieypurd 
encf >'MCim'dllv Mk. iij n (kmI w**(>k 
iLK.kiei Will <1.1*: ihiijugl' i'h<»riLVH.« 

I or Uio-si- m 'xiivu.P l»i'*. is Ifn' l.rrr lor you 
to aupid'K.h yihrr enipkiyrrs loi favunrs A 
frinndshih iv in IM«< nlnrig lire r»o<ner.l«r 
fronl will remain uiMcdui «tni 1 he <i somce 
Ol jUV 

Goad dilat. '?h ?1 and 

Lucky numben. i v 4 
Favourable diricllon* N^^th pasi 


S^I^U VIRGO (21 Aupual—20 

Gkptumbeyl Provided you 
watch youi words and 
moves cluseiy rrvk m.iv 
lure owl lo be a laeiy 
r OuSKil week lor you A word ol ady<e 
exercise Ihe wrirrosl cauiiOh m dcdkng with 
vow omplnyei and orUcaQitt's Crtanith* 
ain ir^i your own rr'SiaKes wd lead to 
compkcarxKie Trie dorr>erM Irorii may nul 
lie Ahugether calm you may have d Her 
erci'S ^ ope'Kiri wdh vow spouse 
Guod dalet' 29. 30 ar>u i 
lecky ihMnNn' S 3 ano 6 
Fuvotrabie Glmlloa: Casr 


CAPRICORN (21 Qecethber— 

, 1 ^ ^ •• 

V Hion uu Ihis 'S jn 

X 1 «rolh*fil wi*ek lui ru 

^£i£2—A niiMi v I tiari'.hip vuj rnor 
riA^ie Ihji rki miM i^Ku .i ImSIv dr>uMun. 
coriviK ynui he^nds iind Uic uMviiV! ol 
eld**is rN>toitf i.ik'Ou <1 |Vurv)i> Unforiuiuiie* 
fy. IlKi proles:;K>rKii n''<il diH*:: noi innk 
ti.'iiiicuMriy WhJhl Uo not di;sp.i'i a^ thr> 
hard Iioh:# wiH be nv«r s*)cn A Initoi 
Will hkirvg good new t 
Good dim 20 . 77 .ind 30 
Ltfcky ngmberi' 4, h uriri A 
Favourabla dlraeifiti i j>i 


I GEMINI (21 May—20 Juftu) 

I Altiijouh ihc professiurra; 

m Wk luo 

• hrighi on int ouhl of ihe 

• failures Thai you may lace 
I thi»: week, 'lo not he dishenruvwd A Inend 
I will turn I f> at iho nghl luuinent and help 
' you wifli your wo<k 1f>edn*iiesl .IronlwiH 
' remain calrri and pinvide you wMh adequate 
' auppoii Oeht wilt I rrldyrs tactruKy. ftH.’v 

niay urovr* veiy ileiTiQiKimo F<cirTW)r>ce will 
progress 

Good dalat; 26 aoci 76 
Lucky rtumberc: 3. b ar>d t 
Favourable diraclieo' west 


LURA 121 SuAMmbar-20 
OttoMrl Waich oui rh a 
week your enemies win be 
very act/ve However.* do 
001 worry loo much for ihev 
are ooi a poauion lo hvm you A very 
good week for romance, courtship and 
marriage Oo not leave mainmoniaicorres* 
pondertce pending On H>t prolessionai 
front, there «likely 10 be a Change YouwiH 
be in a posilion lo exetc*se your influence 
and make rapid progress 
Good dates' ?6. 26 and 30 
LacUy awnbersr 4 7 and 8 
Favourable Glrocflou' Sourh>wesi 


AQUARIUS (21 Jlhuary-20 
FsbrMryi irus vtiuuifl hfi h 

faiily |)ii»ari4rii week pr(> 

vidnd yrju do nui lei a mem 
ber ul Ihe cipposiTu sex 
mlurlere w^ih your prolcssiunal hte Do net 
worry unduiv 4 the dnrnesiii. front does not 
lurn oul 10 be very chfrri Deal wiifr your 
lamily members lacttuHv, and ir^aUers will 
nul 901 nul of Imnd Ihis is not a vciy quod 
lime foi itraat'C i.itanges A word ol advii.v 
do nol be exlrav<*qanl Watch your heallti 
Good dares' 26 79 and t 
Lucky aumbert: 1 7 and s 
Favoufsbli direcllen: South 


•(Sfe 


CANCER (21 Auiia-20 July) 

Yuu will need a k>l of coui- 
iige nnd dctprmmaiion to 
overcome problems lh<$ 
iivvek However, you wiH be 
orrtply cornpensoluci by a happy romance 
and a very peaceful doirreshc fioni. Ihrs is 
nol a parlir.ularty t;4vourabic week lor pokti- 
cians, there are md<Cdtrur>s of a niatof 
setback On the prufe^tsionvl front compeb* 
bon may cause anxiety A friend may try lo 
deceive you 

Good dues; 76. 28 and 30 

Liiefcy HUflibers: a. S »nd 
FivDurabie direcbop; South east 


SCORPIO (21 Odaasr—29 

MvetMerl A lathy success 
tul week lor prolessiorwis, 
prov<ded you are iviliing 10 
lake a reasonable nmoonr 
of risk Tfbs. however, is no( a very good 
week (or bustnassmen. You wiH have to 
overcome the problems facmg you with 
sheer hard work and deimminaiion Oo nor 
hesitate 10 seek the advice oT an astrologer 
Lock tor ward (0 a lourney (owards the ef>d 
of Ihe week 

Good Ms: 26. 29 and 30 
Laelry a— lAuru: 2. 9 and 9 
fa viW a bls diraeflea: North-east 



P(SCE8 (21 fsbruiry—20 

Mirchl An eicelirmi vvecK 
lot Ihove locking tor work 
ioh opriutuniiiet< wHi (.omn 
yOur way You mny he 
laced With innumerable profrferns both on 
Ihe professional and nome5;iic iioni'. On 
not lose heart conrentraie on your work 
and the diflicuk phase iviH pass Lei youi 
inluihon he your gurde and perscvf're wjlh 
your ptons De on yuur guard iis a fnnnd i~ 
oul to deceive you Waich your noafih. 
Good dates Tr^. 30 and t 
LMfcy twmbers: 2 3 ^nd / 

Psuudrabic dfrsctiuii; West 


SUr PaniMrt; PIgcm-Lm 

The ever*changir>q moods of iha Pisces rnan ml coofose. irusiraie and hurt iht Len woman Tiiougfi at tmios. she 
does brood ur>aer stress, she never exptnences the deoros»ons iher her oanner is pmne iu They must try 10 be more 

patiem with each other 


lUUaMB 

s 








ODDS AND TRENDS 


Chlekeningout 

>avi' iliL' Miul i)t ilic 
h^iplu&s chR'k(’it». Wh(*}i 
Msir^rd Alvii. rrmif] iruni> 
Ic^r fui* KprJ^t^ 4 /k) yoirlli 
affairs^ri ulcrlio visjl Chitm 
(lurijn, in K.ini«it:ik«i. imvil 

ovt'rbofird (o aciorfi u 
ri'«'C[UK4h lO l^K' Lrd). AMiT 

nil Mrs A]v';i w:i!v«Tn rnus>4jrv 
rptfii tin* Conirt'. 

Acx’4irdinj;ly. a xtaiKi liiiKti 
wiis i>rmiiii>cd in whn h hun* 
drt’ds <>< wer« inviti'd. 

Thcrea^tlcoukirvii but 

pleastr oven tbo fusHk’si pa- 
IhIc. a thouchick 
woro killed lo add UMiu' 


I j • 



IMflTEL 


dob'd iibic cuisuu*. AiKJv^hcil 
;ill urnin»tdiH*iUs wcTcOHih 
plotc, tiH' wniddum* 
tlirouKh iImI tiH' iiiiiusU’i had 
diiKolU'dlkr visit! 

While 04»rdi v ki wan ^vci i 
for Mdi iCiri't Ah M s Ivisiv 
(JiH'ision. the ciitiu K4ivcrTi* 
nielU nVK ililieiv v. Jsllif4iNYn 
out 111 K'-**^^* n*** di'iusindsoi 
rural Nvorm n w ho IumI tn'on 
bTfiu^l^t li> Iho I'c'iiue io 

buses .md inu ks to ,KkJ oJ 
our to tih' iKTiision were 
pioniptlv ‘cMiverciV hack 
hoiue. never mind titi'liuio' 
d»sth uu urrtd. 

As hff ilk' clmicos. .m 

ditcT pnsin^ zilli /xiris/iiR/ 
nu‘niL>iT linslily sold llu'iii to 
hotels at (hr<iwaw:n pi ices, 
Aon I hi' (iimM<’i : shr did 
not bfil ai) eyelid and went 
tvic'k to >h<* (’apit;d withiHO a 
care ui the world. 


Not so juicy 

«p 

I resh aiul juk s , >iot to Im' 
Krootr. hut how tresh and 
bow liufty' This » preciM ly 



i 


what has provxSi'O oraHiKh 
liike loa L’ak’uttaconswritT 
ortfunsatHtn in buiHh coun 
^K'lion ajt^insi tlw tavounic 
letrapak fruit dnnk. Con 
sunuT f Inity and 1 rui^l Sih’i 
< ly IC luis 5b»J a piAi 
lionakuitnsi Ihirk* Ik'SX’r 
aites, iIk* inanuliH furors of 
KrcHtl). for noi iiMdtcniiiix lo 
st«iiHl.ir<J> pr<>'4cdMiJ hv con 

NunH’rpndoi'fHin kms, 
KnMiti. reporieiiy. 4)i«*^not 

i uniaui tlk* ri*quMe hiat 

i iMttent to be ciA*d a Iniit 
drink, 

Appy. also maiHJJA’riired 
bvlik s;mik: conipaiiv.lu*'. is 
faiinpnA'k oiiMimlar 
01 Hinds, hark' Ihi^ bet'll » - 
c usiiJ of frjuduijt I Ir* t < ni 
suoM'nv by scftnK nothing but 
\inirk uRv cokkirt'il and lii* 
vouied swvcli'rH'd w der 
wit h a mrI u sc iik* c oi il enl i >1 
Iruit pulp or cikk’i'ntnile'' 

Ct"l‘Sjl‘M..ilh'Li'srlwt 
I'arle’s ad i .iin|xii 0 i ts iniv 
k'Almht. Ill tiuit II priHooti's 
hrooii as tresh ouutpojUM'. 
Ibliited jiike oimi* pmked 
c.inikil rt'inim Iri'sh lor the 


life penikj ot ibi' (Ktckaitt’. it 
IS pomlt'd Mil, 

So. RS an upsfkk. will 
Ki oob ai kI A|ipy bcranir 
iresher andjukier’ indki* 
tent and in t h«ir ad biie ? 


Beach^ess 

T. shiinnH.'rifut refkiiHki 
M an azure lUcy on the blue 
waters oi the sea. and nule^ 
of sand nfferwe repoM* to the 
weary lounst. liomhay s 
iK'acht'k were .iK i liai aiKl 
nioie. 

Hut times have chanecd. 
am) (he heaclH'S of lionibay 
are mm no more tfuindump' 
lor j{artki0 and 
clfkj^ils. Ilie laniousjulm 
bem h at SaniaCnu. om*e 
reputed fo lie aimui^ tht* ht'Sl 
m Um' world, is nxlay kixiwh 
ciRirv fonts slencii and fill 1 1 
than ils likie waters and yel' 
low sands, W'llti ilw bi0* 
lamdier >4 Jviwkcrs .md pK * 
linkers reicularty litiermK the 
fkNH’h wilh k'h overs and par 
tuKi'. Julw IwaehiMMiw 
more i4 a dumputp pmund 

The* Seven Hunpakiws 
ImnxIi. tiHK hasoirl Ibc* miih* 
laic, .utpiavoted perlufjis hy 
tlielact thai it is an open 
t(«)et for tiv' iH'arliy liutnk'nt 
dwellers. Ihe Versos'a liem ti 
!*• raindly losing its pristine 
hi'auly. what with thi' iislK'r- 
l( ilk usaut It as a <Teniat km 
ground! 

If iminediaip nctkin b nut 


THIS INDIA 


• BELGAUM' A youth who anatphetf^pki's eham. anded 

up marrying hor. According to tha yoiih wa$ 

naOMd by wHagar? and proOucod before the pancfttyal. 
As a punishment, the cuipnt was made to marry the gid. 
The parents of both parties were summoned and iha 
mamage regmareo-^ndivi Express fV.V. Kadam, Bangs* 
lore) 

• IMPHAL 'Cord Jagannaih' and 1$ of his'devotees' 
were arreaied and remanded in poHca custody. Accord^ 
to thepoitce. on the return )0umay of Lord Ja^nath. the 

yxMthe dreseed in white draggedout e chanot with another 

youth dresaad as "Loni .lagiHV^' reading a nawapager 
and eating (ruHs. The police are inveahgating the ctaa-ybe 
Tgmcrtfitt (Tahar Ahmad. CimacS) 

• TEKKAii: Although aoma eaajs m the Naupadi Junior 
Coiiaga are sHocaisd to siudama on the Pisii of ffia4Ctf>a 
prtncigai of me college Oparey aaRa iha remdnfng aaatsTor 
a phea ranging pa t waan fta 100 and Aa dOCMftwsffmp 
(0 V. Raikumar. Kothapeta) 


taken. (Vunbay wi]j becunn' 
beach'less in I he iu>T too 
dilutant future. 

Much in a name 

The Ladies Win 0 ufthe 
liiduin Merchants Chamber, 
Hontbay, blacinjCapiCjUflni 
.utualion. Une Kailash Chand 
wtyr has bi'en carrying on a 

30*year*lonj{ battle for a mat* 
riarchal lineage, hHn wntten 
tn Mrs Vkgyanti I'andit, 
H'fTctary of the Ladies 
Wing, requesting her tu 
arrange a meeting with the 
members to discuss the need 
for women to have the right 
to give their sumajjjv 'o their 
uflspiing. CiuimJ was redact' 
ing to VK'Ws expressed by 
Mrs I’.indii in a nxiguziiie 
where she talked of the need 
for government's pulides to 
he more sympathetic to the 
needs oi wiMiieh entrep* 
reheurs. 

.ii.f'ld' 


ClidikJ feuls that no matter 
how ecunnmically indepen¬ 
dent a woniiin b .unless 
there is mstr'lincal succes* 
axm a woman could nijl be a 
complete human being. One 
of the major benefit sofa 
matrilineal society would be 
that women would not have 
to suffer the stigma of hear* 
ing illegitimate of i spring or 
go in for abortions. 

Libbers may take 
bean from Chand’s argu* 
ment. but the issue, unfortu* 
nateiy, did not cume under 
the purview of the rules and 
regulations of the Ladies 
Wing, as Mrs Pandit has . 
pointed out. She told S unpay 
that there were already so 
many controversies that she 
would not like tr adti another 
one. Kailash Chand* it 
seems, will have tu knock on 
some other door now. 







MAKA KUM8AK0NAM 


Whaf s up, Guv? 

T he re V trouble brewins In 
lh« K4 j Hluvtinin lian^a* 
lore, li KaniatakA (lowniur 
K VenkHiasubbrnah's rm*nt 
Actions are anythiiifl to ro by. 
Kir^l, the (lovemor sur- 
pnsecl the stAlc le^slaiurc 
by returning the nttnies of 
three peison!< nominated to 
the l^ipHlAiive Council^ 
nnmelv, t rattle unif>n leMtor 
Mk’hitel KenviiHlcs. senior 
Janata leader Vidhvndhar 
(iurtjjj and Hilor Anant Naff. 
Now. the (Governor ha» 
Appiiremlv taken unibrase at 
not bemit lakrn into confi* 
detkT over the telephone 
lapOiiiff ineideni by the alale 
Kovornnivni. Venkatasub* 
baiah waiUH an exptaiuikm of 
why (he list of i:ipp<*ij tele* 
phoni*^ was not lienl to hiin. 
Will chief min'^tiT llommai 
be able to cnhi; him down^ 


Fact and fiction 


T he UMK chief Murhuwl 
Karunnnidhi has never 
beer a fav<iunte of ihc au« 
thoriiies of Madrd:^ (hairdar* 
Shan. But fevr hebeved that 
(he pooh hialis of the idiot box 
would SDik to »uch petty 
depths. Recently. Madras 
DL) refused to air an adver* 
tisument of the Tamil weekly 
MnjnanMM: «fl lha ak 




P Vantiai«aubttaian:ne(MtnakAaw«i0UA9« 


A'u/tffu/iwm. wim h i* hroufflit 
out by the DMKs MurasiA) 
Mann, who i'' a nephi^w of 
Karunanidhi. The maffazirK* 
wanted U* announce a new* 
fk iH)iuli$4'd Mnry wnllen by 
Karunamdhi that it was ffoinff 
to aerulKo. TIm* IlMK civef* 
was supposed to miruduct* 
his own siur>' in (hv ad dip. 

Initially. iVmrdjrshan M' 
knl for time by askmff for a 
copy uf what Kjnirvmidhi 
wo^ read out for the ad. 
When that was provided, 
they asked for a ipst of the 
story that Aurwunum was lo 
scftahse. It dk^'t stop (here. 
Alter a few days, (h^ asked 
the nuKuine's ednors i4i 
provide the entire text o{ (he 
story. Ihe maeaniie repked 
by saymff that this wasn't 
possible as Kartmmdhi bad 
written only a few InslaJ- 
menis. It seems that tlas 
was just ivhat the duthnnties 
wanted to hear. Kesuh: a 
refusal to air the, ad. 

Sm^ and dance 


A nother recent victim of 
Madras Doordarahan's 
arbitrary ways was Sivap 
Ganesart—the former Con* 
gressman. who tvw hates 


tin* iwriy with unrestrained 
pusxMin. A dann* sequence 
Uijm las tiHvni fdm EnimtiJ 
hi Atakkafwas dropped fruoi 
bebiff Aired ai the last irunme 
Irom the (.ikyum Ohyuni 
pioii^AmfT)e (the Madrasis 
CTwrafuarl of it Septemlier. 
Appareiilly. iIh' only reason 
for si*rapp 0 tK (he sequence 
wa^ that the him cuntains 
scenes which «ire uncum* 
phmentarv to the Conffres* 
sti). 

South Bombay 
Uues 


W ho wil be the Opposi¬ 
tion candidale for the 
lA>k Sablu seat of South 
Bombay? Ust time aroiAd. 
the HJP wanted Jaywantiben 
Mehia to be (he consensus 
candidate. Jana la's Rat an 
Sinh Kaida. the siUing MP. 
held out for a renomination 
and both he and Jayvi antiben 
mded up talcing votes from 
each other and letting the 
Congressd) man in TheBJP 
blames this on Chandra 
Shekhar and says that had he 
not insisted on Rajdt. 
Jaywantiben would have 
withdrawn and they would 
have aieretd to Artm Shourte 
as a cniaenaus (»ididtfe. 


(Chandra Shekhar, however, 
was opposed to Shourie.l 
'I'lus time around. Shourie 
IS still hoi ^vourtte (Chandra 
Shekhar's bostiliiy nolwith* 
standing), but (wo other 
probables are Viren Shah and 
Ram Jethmalaru. 

Sharad lovea 
Bal 


I S Shared Pawar sertous 
about fighting the Shiv 
Sena? Wh<*n S. B. Chavan 
was broughl to [ielhi and 
Maharashtra handed over to 
i'awar. there was xpecula- 
tMiT that the change had to do 
with Pawiir's ability to keep 
the Sena down. 

Since then, however, no* 
body IS very sure what’a up. 
Initially both Pawar and the 
Sena's self-styled *Senapa(i' 
Bal Hurkeray talked tough, 



»«wer; beManeifig thi‘■•napeH' 
but in recent weeks tempers 
have axM. 

Poiitical oburvers attri* . 
buCe this chan^ of stance to 
a dinner meeting between 
Pawar and Thackeray at the 
residence of Shiv Sena 
tough'guy. Manohar joshi. 
Ni^ndy knows what trans* 
pired at the meeting, but 
Pawar and Thackeray seem 
to have made up. 

This has caused much 
heart ^burrung in Delhi where 
S.b. Chavan is lelhng aO vid ' 
sundry how he wo^ hive 
checked the rise of the Sena 
had ha been Awed to finish 
the job he started in, 
Docnbsy.v 





0 f NIZAMUOOIN 



Revenge of the 
Pink Panther 


I K tiu* (vxptc'iisi (rrini)) fMui* 
Iv MM/Jv hi fiiku tm I hi* 


■ iv hi fiild* im I hi’ 

HiiHliii.i’i'' l*t>||tm'i<r> o< ihi* 
E^nluis will ikrti* iM 
Si’thii 1111(1 hiN assiMUii^s h:iv<> 
r«'lrrillrs««Jy piir>U(’rl rvtty 
firlx’i j(%Kt I’Kii’iit tluH iirM* 

<h wtiulil, ill c'lHirsf, hv 111* 
hli’k uiiUm} hi MUUK'sl ihii 
till* hri IInii tin* 'ikJ )m>> is 
I xiiUlV’InMlrly wilh ilir Siixlhi j 
liil^HiiMir<’h Ihis (UuUti (hi’ 
A.i/J/i’%' lift ll’|H’;itiHl iitfll 
tiiifiiic'Mt l{i I'Htrgiihvv 
)llU>li;illMI 1 ) 

hilt III ri’i I III w<’i’k>. 
HiKiii’il |>tri o by Aruh 
Shoiiiii riMil S. (im'\iMiunhv 
luvv iltihiH’il till’ Hlmhl>•|^ 

Mil 11 sui h iiH’n .IS AjiMlih 

hai hi li.in . 111(1 l.iilii Siiri. Hilt' 
Xi'^ihiu thiit (lie portly 

Vllli’i'ti'l •UlSlIi’r'^ llrlVC Ihvii 
• oliii tt to Tik' /iJf/Wt’SS* lul- ! 

Ii>il. MofiMvor, Kill 11 ji’th* 
oisilaiii. the ifriHip’x .innwer . 
0) En'.pi'ihir Ctniisetni, luis | 

I i’liMkl lo libther oii nboul ' 
Remnelh Goeniie: ehenG* of ftence? 


I how worvtrrfu] his SifKJhi 
' InifkiK’Si Dff. sUKtfi’sriiiK ? 
I iEbtllCf StdlKV. 

I Now. K.V I'andit. a rW* 

jM‘rsiifvil Iht’nd ill 
^ind Nusli W;iJij. Iws vwius* 
ly the Himlujas in 

his liiifHml hiiixIitV 

thesis IS ih4t ;ill the 

hohirs aneirfs (AK. Svenski 
oikI hiicoj are Hinrtujk tnnHs 
oimI tiuil ihe hrollHTs an- 
iHi’-ratkctctTb 

Ikies lhj» ndkirti’ tlul the 
nKTi’tinnl Kninrulh fuK’iikj 
IX (iiiativ (iiflitw'iiiK u]i iKi iiie 
1 oliVHius Ikiliirs hrad or 
me handit. (•uniiinjnhy .ind 
i’ompHnv kitiHK uti their 
iiwii/ Ami. in tlwi case, wlui 
aUkil thi’ Ihrik l^nilier/ WiR 

ielhiiuUH riiulK siii(> itmk 

nitf irresixmsilik’ :ilk*K;itHHis 
alxHJl I’vrrybod) elie and 
I irivesli*{«iU* Ills IrH fKK.* 



Mock turtles 


Toilet talk 

F iJhm* Ihe pfi-diH't’SMif. 

'MsiliH 111 hi’ Ik’ nHiUo of 
Cmon mrtMxUr ol xiitte h>r 
IMivvi'i. Kidpnath Hxi. ni his 


Cvf; 




f' 









fUi* UMlMiof hie predecMaor 
pnv.ile as Will as Hfhbil life 
Si* 41 tilU’l Ih’ Im 4 nVi’l. Ik* 
siHnilxiiHsI st*iHoi iilkklls ill 
Uk* iiHiii‘'irv hi his i«aki» .ind 
iiiiir«1k(t cIh'iii til Ik* |Ki* 
viijus iiii’umk’iii Suslulii 
kolMlo's hllH'i As i|H’ |iu/’ 
zk’d olAcnls kaJiisi iNi. Ik’ 
OuiU* tin’ ikxk id hfi« 
Kkitum's hjihiiNHii .khI ik*- 
ilan iJ. "'Hk’ii'. Iks is ivhal I 
iik’flM ** l( hMik siriiH* IffTK' hir 
IIr' Ixiri’.lUif.lls to iiMIltlfi** 
Jk’ikl ikii k* was T<*f«>mn^to 
Ik' si/i* <UHj lilliDtfs gf his 
pr orti -vf sSi»r’s hathfio»iii 
(aMbVi’iiirv. MrsKgiiiitfalud 
hrid a k’ll nwalk'd i Iwi vi and 
wnniisi .1 snikliii ihk’. 

Not oaihisi with (Ills. Kai 
.dsiilokl ik'olk'uls loinovi* 
u3H Ik* hiriHtiire h«Hn Mrs 
Niikiidts hum* to his rc*sJ 
demi’ at liK* nnmstrvs ex¬ 
pense. Tk* was I’n* 
injslfdtotwifjuniiN linkers. 

Wk*n (k'V amv<>d with the 
lunkiuri’-laden trikii al Kai s 
house. Ik'v tnunil that the 
ConKiessni.ii) was iHit al 
hiiriK*. Ilk* vouii>! IAS offu* 
ers hunx aroimd till ik’ 
minister rgtunn’d bte Ml 
niKht when the furniture 
cuuld be ntuved in. 

ThuUjsh Kai has wry defi- 
nne ofmins shout mtenor 
deeoratinn. ho is sdont obout 

matiers concerning the 
mnistry. A$ked about his 
views on a partvijlar prcik>»* 
al or about the poKciet of tlw 
goventfnent he turns to the 
erffid^ concerned and askx. 
rather hetptessJy. "Whet you 
tty^"MayU he should ask 
J«s predecessor. 


D lsMfk nu 111 (hi Cull 
uii’S’.ili h»i' .ilu’,iv>i 
Uikch i’xtU'iiM’li miioi.Miiv 
fi)nh\ flut pi'ih.ii'. Ik' piiA' 

six mil I U'* ilt»-.uleiil Irtnu 
, Mailhv.* I’l.niesli ulir^ i,* 
lecillv i.toir io |h dn (n uHi 
OMV nlhei 1. <Mi>:ii sxIOvll 
! ik.i Sinyii w:is imt 

j dikiii ..} uti’iit M»hiiJ Ifh’ stjfi’ 

[ To iMiiii’sl .ik!Miiw till’ rhU'l 
nmxsU'i . style ix uuuliori 

|J>>;. Ihi ibssiileTii ili .'i ibuiej 
sitotl.ikixa! iiis<’-., > h ivirh 
<1 IiiHU' Ktsiile 

I W)vil IS the I oiiiin'iiori. 





Arfun SIneh: (rowing UlssManM 

Nsni may well .isk MH’Kt'iii* 
lejiiuii expl.iios that (he 
k’aulifuMy made. wahiiU ! 
sikiped iiMiijuncr represents 
tk Oxj^i’ssdj. And dues 
tile turtle synibohse Aijun 
Smidi? Nia says the proies* 
tiT. Sinkh IS akm in a lowlier 
form oj nntmal life—a ' 
"wonir. Ilk’n why the tur* 
tie? ITs aesthetKiJhy more 
IiJeasniK. says the ConjresR- ; 
man equally, - 

And what atxim the ex- ' 
pen sc s involved m making | 
these bnxes? A mmor con* ' 
sidefaiKin, feel* the gent, in 
Ik light of his grand a^n* 
yfarsh against Ar;ufl Singh, a I 





ThenewONIDA. 

Nothing can touch it... except the glance of envy. 


When cHJmifaiion takes on the cofour of envy ancJ hafKjs tighten around oC^ecis 
chat can be hurled, rnay be once again there's a new ONID^ on ine hoozoo 

Yes. the new ONIDA is here with the bewitching 'Cut5e' (ookf Magic of lechfxjiogy 
captured within a fuUy rnou/Oed. exquisite cabmec and an exotic bla’ck tube Devilish gcxxi )cx>ks. wiTfi 
features slightly beyond the reach of the times Yes. it has everything poised at your lingertips waiting 

for action Defcxe you unleash it ali. don't forget. Envy waits at the wings So. heecJ th/s old 

word of Wisdom Love thy neignbour. but guard thy ONICW 


ONIDA. Neighbour^ envy OAffieCs pride. 
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OPINION 


A bUck Bill 

Y oui io>tr story ( fhtbiU 
OlWtlHifC' 11 1^ 

Vpi< mK r) Wiis ififormjim* 
JlldfhouMht piovokuiK Hk* 

i)4 tiniiiicmHili wlmh wis 
|>iisscd t>y thi Lok sahha 
(Ic spill. Ih< w^flkimt by the 
(ntiic OppusUtonexptmb 
Ka|iv (fAudhi s ni'tdTious in 
tentwms Yixjluvi rij(hUy 
s4id th«ti i 1 (dsls St nous 
aspersKJiib on the mleentytjf 


SH m« to have come to an 
end Hit BiU does not pro 
i et t the uiteiesls ol the com 
nvjn man. nor does it protect 
(he nterestd <A famous per 
MHiahUes Instead rtia 
aimed auovennfi up the 
miscWcds of pobticuns 
t he fourth estate seem^ 
(0 ha> e taught K^v Gantti a 
lesMN) bv launching a coun 
try wide* agitation agamst (he 
Hill However, amendments 
tn (he bil should be brought 
to curb the press hnm Uased 
reporttfiR 
a. Oaweelc 

■ The mlrfiductionoflhc 
Defamation HiO m (he Loh 
Sabha IS ano( her ploy being 
usc'd bv our I'M to (he 
press in (he dirk about las 
underhand dea Is However, 
(lub kind of dr^^cnan bw is 
hardly gouig to stop the 
pre sa from highi tghting h» 


A eopv or tho Defamodon PM beinp burnt wi OaM 


(Ik CongressKovemnient 
1 Ik draconiiin law must be 
nppf>s«dt(H)ih and lull Let 
our deiiKK i y pre vail over 
(lie unjusi polua al intentHins 
of tile Kajiv (>andhi govern 
nieiit Wc should not expen 
ence the darkness of the 
1 incrgcnc v days (vet agam 
SWitad M»w DM 

• I here is no gainsaying (he 
lact (Kit yelloK yumahsm 
should be c heikc d at all 
uists Hut the Kill IS no 
stiluiioii totiH piobiem U 
ooK givtslilt luktba 

(li itu f to IS om the petiple 
ssi'li miMmh.imt I xisiing 
nvup ih.madequate 
lohindk (iiamHiumalisiH 
OenMA fradhan. SAtpaeftWaai 

* Kajiv (sandhisprolonged 
b »TH* yiTKK in «ilh thi mc^ 


regime s carsgit deals U 
Mr Clean is indeed dean 
why did he have to cake 
recourse to such a humet] 
siep^ Whatever be the uut 
come ot the Bill, one theii! 
has been brought to 
the sokbnty of the press 



Omw^adMM 

• Raiiv Oandhi seems to 
have msunderAtoud Pandit 
Nehrusslogan 'Freedomis 
m peril, defend it with afl 
your might " By passing the 
Hill the!'Mistakingaway 
ibe freedom of the press 
Since the press elevated hen 
to the high post, g ha^ the 
right to c ntKiae bs ms- 
deeds 1 he PM has passed 
the Bdl only to check (he 
press from making further 
revelations of iuc kbacks re 


evived by he own men Alas, 
demuoscy IS sought to be 
buned once and for afl 


rti 


Let the cops wOTk 

A S iighihr poirSedStii 
1 tfKh aram fnHirrnn 
tM Sf> August -'l ^\fU m 
ber) IPSol&ors y^MViiK 
m the framewnrfr of wefr 
established norms IViting 
p<iliikal pressure <in them 
k ill onlv affei t (liee efTk le n 
i y I hi \ mu>t hav4 the free 
dom anddtscrrtan gunran 
teed b> (her servH e rules 
W.P. KafrUMm. Madrai Tam# 


Talt^ 

J anata president Ajit Singh 

sayv. Why shcfukjn t pco 
pb remember the good 
things we did ^ We restored 
democracy . [Sightand 
Sound J4^JUjuly) J would 
bkeiopuUKuultuMi Stfigh 
(hat g was not the Jaruia 
Partv per se that restored 
demu racy it was the peopk 
who voted It to powei I he 
jaruta was mer^ a l<iol 
elected by \ he voteu of the 

peoj^ 

U was a short hved rule 
but good sav^ Smgh and I 
agree Kut what about the 
darrugp done by leaders like 
Charm bngh^ 




A tirade 

T hetndebyMJ Akbar 
directed tosvards Indian 
Ey>nfss editor Arun ^xHine 
ma^ amusmg reading 
{Bykne. 11—17 September) 
1 he coiumnist has accused 
Sioune of yeiowjournalbm 
Is his verb^ against the 
Express eebtee not an inst 
ame of yeOowxiumalism' 
Why IS Akbar htttmg out at 
Shoune^ Is it because (he 
latter has exposed Kapv Gan 
dh’ If the PM was mnocent. 
what was the need of the 
Defamation Bdl’Sadly. 
Bvine has been redu^ to 
noctang but a pamphlet for 



AmnanourW only ■UvoAllent 


the Congresxd) 

HM graadMmn, ftOtM, 
(Vttar ftadiWiI 

• rhe columnist IS more 
bused than any othei jour 
nalist m Iniha I he fait that 
he openly supports Kajiv 
Gdn^i dnd the CongressOt 
(sample proof uf I his Arun 
Shoujie hds had no reserve 
(jons about exposing the 
KM 8 misdeeds av well as 
(hat fkf the OppositKin Has 
M J Akbar ey o iomii>entc*d 
about tbecurruption in the 
ruling panv’ N n because he 
does not want to be out of 
favour with the party at the 
Centre^ 

m,M, aUwAW. /f9nM Ifttarl 

■ I must lake this oppy>rtun 
ity lo congratulate (he col* 
iimmsl for speaking out 
However by doing so, 

Akhar would perhaps fall out 
with Arun blKHine Kudus lo 
Akbar for tailing a spade a 
spade 

ff.K. GhM, MmpirtfWgat 

fl^lS^olumn states m no 
uncertain terms (hat (he De 
famalKKi Bill is Kajiv Gandhi s 
answet to Arun bhoune 
What IS M .[ Akbar trying to 
prove^ I fail to undersland 
how he has (he right to cast 
aspersions ur pasb judg 
ments 1 X 1 others Admittedly 
he has the nght to settle his 
personal and professtonal 
scores, but why through a 
column that expects him to 
comment on national issues’ 
My request to you is (o 
restrict such writing <ir else 
change the name of the col¬ 
umn lo'Myhne* 
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• I wonder how a magaame 
ot your repute could publish 
su^ half-truths and the 
baaed views of the joumai* 
lat 1 ihnk It IS only because 
Mibar is envious of Sboune 
Mio undoubtedly n a more 
successful ^Hrmalist By sup¬ 
porting corrupt politicans» 
Akbar has done gre>it harm 
to our nation 

MMir> 

• While Arun Shoune rehes 
on a [legation jiKimalivm. 
Akbrir rehes on investigative 
joumdiiam 1 his is evirtem m 
the edilorul of the CAutlu 
daily, /Ac / e/egr^. which 
IS ediiod by the colummst 
hiniself irrcsponvble read 
ers wnmgl) condemn Akbar 
dv being pru Kajiv Gandhi 

However MJ Akbar has 
pi oved himsell to be a < r u 
sdder and a responsible jour 
nalist True. Akbar IS not 
liked by nunv but this is only 
normal I he cohtmmst has 
the right to speak hi'* mind 
and express his ow n views 
After all he can’i go around 
plea^iug jSt and sundry' 


nsw 

Witting for fun 
timoi 

Y our artKie was timeiy 
</Vbh/nm Ain city. 21- 
27 August) Kudos to M K 
Sa/an for taking up the re¬ 
sponsibility of creating a fun 
City m India However, it is 
disheartening to know that 
no one is coming forward to 
help him Ram Naik must 
keep his miiasms aside and 
help Sarsn to turn his plans 
into reality 
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Divided Front 

T he forthright, unbased 
and sensible analysia of 
Opposition unity made good 
reading {Bybne. 28 August— 
3Septemb^) 'Ifvnshn 
were horses, beggars would 
nde'—such is the present 
poliocal sceninomthe 
Opposition Even though 40 
yeart have paaaed since Ia* 


UnnlbWinen Vf StfighaAe 

P UPSA^ 


dia beoaeie wlepencfen' the 
* ourwy ha^hcirfl unable to 
produce an alterralivr to (hr 
Congrea^fl) fV goals and 
obfCtUvesuf ihr s(» calk'd 
united OppoMlion arc base 
less and inUtpsr ai the 
shghtesi pi uvocalion 
WKiIrvrr may bi* ihr laii 
c ome i if the fortht <iming 
rk*c(ions as an Indian I can 
unly hope Hut uur poMicai 
bureaus rets work towards 
prvservmg demw racy 


An able CM 

Y our c orrespundem has 
correctly assessed the 
pobdcal situjUun m Karnata¬ 
ka afm $ R Hnmmai took 
over as Jiwf nunsier < t*m 
life. 28 August—d Septem 
ber) KromthedayBommai 
assumed offke. mfightmg 
wilhm the ruling party has 
k'bsvned 

With past expenenu* n 
ai^inibtrsiion and pdrtics. 
Kommai couU wel prove (o 
be better than his predetes 
sor Even though Hegde had 


the i ooperaljon 1 4 tlie pres> 
as «ki*ll as the jA'ople. 
faik<d 111 work efTis tively for 
his stfiie Wlul the vx (hn f 
imrs^icr *dy wU n sihse is (hat 
meie k )mi isiiu and s aluv 
based jxiMiis wilhout ideol 
ogvarid lonmHlinihl i.innol 
vitve ihe has* prohlenis of 
the stale and Its IA opk 
1 f Hommai 1 an keep him 
seif awav hum the Hegrie 
I .tfh|> and vet wm the < imfi 
denre of Ikvt (emda. lie 
wA be abk* to coiigjlele his 
term more sw« essfufly 


, vjSUi 

The CBI't ways 

T he murder (4 a spurts 
man is being puhtKised 
kx poktical gams (/ Ae po* 
Ureofflwrife/. 4—HI 
September) It tv ratlief pro 
mature to say whether 
ay Sanf^ is guiHy of the 
enmeornot Tl^ manner m 
which the CBI is handkng the 
t asc makes nne feel (hat the 
afCnr is pobtx ally motivated 
Ihe entire phenomenon 
makes one recall the tBl» 



faxo while investigatiTik' tiv 
fnclu/i A spies SL (Mill os M \ 

4tiJ giwiaf Owaiedl. MwBur 
IMter PradMAl 


Wbat similarity? 

A iCfUler has claimed 
that there is an aslo 
nshing'bimilai ity between 
Hhagwan Kajneesh and Kcmii 

Clv>pia(fVr^^> ^ I lAu 

gusO Huwi'vei. thiie IS no 
vundanlv between the twu 
neither phvsKal mir spiritual 
AU bald men don I luok alike 



nemi Choera (MDantf Ra|nMh 

As far as the spiritual diinen 
sK>n IS 1 om emed. ilk y are 
poles apart HolitK^ and reli 
gum don t meet 

SwaaifCnaMMxaMtaitt ftfna 



Of tremors 

T he government s assess 
cnent of damage to im 
movable property is far from 
real (Forty becoodi that 
shook Hihtit i -KJSeptem 
ber) I Ikibe who have lost 
their homes wiU not be abk 
iu afford to reconstruct 
them Positive efforts should 
be made to help them 

Mwidi OhW fffty Chewdhory* 

rfft—anor rlkiM 


Cortigsndum 

T his rs to c lanfy Hut the 
Soviet Consul Ge ii ral 
(CakuUUJ Vak'ntin 

Passentchouk, did ntil 
participate in Ihe hKCON 
raiAayafra held on l^ijuly 
i he rdlhavdtra was attended 
by the consul general's wife. 
Mrs Inna Paskenichouk. and 
by Soviet vge-r onsul 
Alexander Vaulin 'i he error 
IS regretted^ KdtU>r 












Saving JPs legacy 


T fus \uv. In's'll ii urrk ix Kir<1 we 

k’tirni ih;it K.ijis KhI widxhHwn lh«' 

Kill levrii IlHHiuhi IMI 

w;is wriHiK wluil iH'llrr ii hi infill cw Iherc 
U’! t Bui I li» 4 ^ (Ml i|s hiM*ls iHiiie iK'Ws wluch, li» 
nK’ ill WiiH lar iihiti* rc^tssiinnki!. I rclrr lt» 
thi» up lH*tV((i'ti Cliiifwln Slieklur and 
. Rani'ikn^liiKt ihroiJjrli whicli u sfAt was 
I piwt'iiluil in ilu' J«Hi;it:i The iruh* 

niiiiiMer in wfiuh Bk* irulv k’^liiiutv (>pp«iswlinn 
piiity 111 ihc OMjniry luis Urn to be 

dr SI rnyiti by jusl hk I'vn v'loe ti)fK»*nird has 
b< en onv of I he sailrli*^! Hliinrs U rrenu 1 inie». 
TIk' IS a i^riMi lUiiH* bim (juI nf the bsl 
>creai iHipuhn iiH vrrTK'ni m iKir hisinry l( 
ri'prevnils iIm' Iryacy nf one iif Ihr lereatC'U 
llullUA^ Ilf rhls^vnruiy. J.ivaprakavli Narayan li 

I IV as kirxnl in I be* i rui ihk' li K^ral polilical 

; luniuk. ol iniMiti and SMTifictr: and M was the 
ijiily imiu wtuni eac h of IIk‘ vurrtMii iTiip lA 
l)p|H>siluiii leiiders ilij<riified flirnisi’lves wHh 
lirnMsni lit >s <iiiotlirr iiuUer that »> niaiiy ot 

n.K. H« 9 M and ('l 9 hi)Cnaf>dr# flhakhar. wertfiir iMddra, 


Dwtn^mmir 

inwNcbttwtfuhf 


ihrni Iwve become pvjciik'S). of Ibe mosi 
oulsinnduiA carriTs to rmerfto out <il this phase 
o( pohtHtt A'cre tiMise ol H<itd« mid Chandra 
Shekhar. Mai»v of the others, liki* Biju Batnaik 
and (*r<Ki!e Fernandes, were hiy; iiiimes much 
before ihr Kmer^ency. bul liw leal iniixiii ol 
Heicde and C tiandn Shekhar a a r|oiH«ivr lev d in 
miKinal politics cam* a her lH7fi BuIimv )97S. 
fhe two were parts of their different crowds: 
after 1977 the two came into their own. 

Hut It IS not just a quesluin of personalities. 
Far, far more* importnni is what they siiind for, 
what they reiwesvnt. Clwiidra Shekhar comes 
Inim Um* Croat wicialisi traditKiti iliat (lowered in 
Hilar Hradeith tliankn to leadt^ra like Achnrya 
Nvertdf) I>ev and Jl’, and till this day he is the 
SdHK' man. Ji is in the infervst of ly riain vested 
interests to iiwilale liini at the monienl, in paint 
him as a schemer and wrecker; little could he 
funhi'r thin tht* truth. I'lie tnan ts a hit of a 
kmcr, whk'h is hniii unusual and cuuMerprcKluc* 
live in piJiiK‘8, hill that is also a iviri of hia 


Oppo w Bonpirty 
ofthccpunt^hM 
iMisoi^tobt 
dtdroytdbyiittt 
iboMt^wyoiw 
COnCwfTliQiiM 
bMnoMolthi 
tiddesi storm of 
recent tHNS.T 1 ie 
ianitaisapeit 
f M wetonodot 
theMireit 


nwvememin«r 


represents fte 
le^efoneof 
thepeitest 
IndiMofMi 


imprAoh 















0 «vl Ul <Mt» m 4 V.P. flAOh: 

8tr«*n((lh. hjiK (he ctiuraiiv (» stand ahint* 
wheT} arliftcul siunriA. kieketJ up l>v fr4ud» and 
cha rlaiann. i end (n sweep away pi ilitwians o( iaat 
character. And he has ihv consK tem to %veak hta 
mind even when in cksagreenK'ni with ennven* 
tiohal wisdufli- as ior iinstaiice when h« wa^ 
cntici&inii N^iv Onodhi whik' ihe rest of the 
Wi)rld was sin^nit hymns. Hej(de. on (he other 
hand, canie of ns^c conveniumat Concrete 
aiock. remaining with the Con)(reas«li aher 
Mrs Indira Gandhi split tlie party in It is 
hardly a secret that Mrs Oa^hi warned Hejtde 
tn join Iter, but he stayed with Ni^ahnjpqipa. 
Power came in 1977, .ind dribbled away m 1979 
— but hiH hour came m 1983 when he ted the 
first Janata govemmeni in Ka*naUika 1 tis end 
was tinsaviTury. but lor nnire than five years he 
proved that the 1977-79 experimeol need nu( be 
the only Opposition syndrome, (hat (here couM 
be stability in a Janata (*iw«mmeni lou. 

But what Hegde and Cnandra Shekliar have 
represented more than anyUvmt else is a cum- 
miunent to seculansm and peui^-onenied p>ik> 
cies. This must not he taken lor granted. The 
()|qx>9iiion js crowded with all hinds of un¬ 
savoury elements, most particularly I'omnuinal- 
ists in dihcrenl guises. At one tevelare the open 
fascsis like the Shiv Sena. Witnesn the tape that 
has emerged in Bombay just recently. It is a 
shocking* even stunning, tape of a speech by a 
Shiv Sena aclh'ist. Diwakar Raote. Let me quote 
this murderous fasdsl: ‘In order to sivc the 
lives of your peo^ tn Bhiwandi. t have slaiqdit- 

ered Muslims taking a sword in luy land. Bvni 

SO. you don't know who Dtwakar Raote s?... In 
one not we slaughtered 3tK) Muslims and you 
businessmen had witnessed that with yuur ovm 
eyes..rThere is more, much more. With imiy a 
kttle more (Kl the KSS-BJP lobby sends the 
same inti*minorHy signal. ts the Opposition 
that you are supposed to unite with! And ^ 
there are strong Oppositiun leaders, inchidaig 


MAAT a I OMMr tm 
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the 1*r¥m- Minwter-di* signal e* V,l*. Singh who 
wants an alhance with <tKh mi Misters. We huve 
set'll how his currcni faviiurituh like A.P. 
Venkaieswaran h.ivi- begun ihiMr jMiliiiciil cam¬ 
paign lor Hindu India friMii {\v tiUiilomiM iH the 
KhSaitd ibe iUI^ Hh'O mKisiium is lull id eillier 
uxnnHinidisis tA tlw nvi<i ikingi/ous kiml or 
those eager to osiipnimi'e wiiii them. 

It is m tius civitexi I hat Ihe r<4v of llie Cbatidra 
Shekhars and the Hegdes bc\ximeH crucial. I hey 
are ana mg the few lop leaders who can be 
trusted to het'p such ek'iiients al hay. as they 
have both hhown. one as chH'f nunisier and the 
ighcf as party cluef. Together llicy fnnned a 
vhaBy impoclam aHiamc-, an ailemalive which 
could emerge withoul surrender to the RSS- 
Kil*. No wonder, some vIetnentR m I»e8\i started* 
wortmg overtime a few months ago to break the 
Hegde-Chandra Shekhar alliante. 

The ongmal idea was to isolate Sheklur and 
erther secular OpptwUwi leaders like H. N, 
Itehuguna by condemning them as Congress 
agents, and then destroy them politically. Tliis 
wuuM have been ahnnst imposaible if Hc^e had 
stayed with the Slier. It nearly worked. Ihc 
new party. Samajwadi Janata Dal (SjU). whs 
almost formed by tbe Devi Lal-V. I’. Singli 
combinaikKV excluding Knhu^na and ChandrH 
Shekhar and of course* uKluding Kegde. liui Ht 
(he very last minute Hegde and Chandra 
Shekhar did the sensible thing uf talking to radi 
other face to fece. without sclieining interme- 
dianes. Ihese are the two who should be in uic 
(uretrom ctf the Opposition, not charlatans Kke 
Devi Ltd (if lAly emnigh new'snien cared to 
expose what hh sons are up to in Haryana!), or 
amoraL nghtwing feudal eleAienca like V. H. 
Sinjdi—or. worse <»f all. the RSS-Shiv Sena 
biigade. 

11 October ia JB's birthday. It would be a true 
pity if JH^ sociakM and secular legacy were 
h^ed by Aufaki.feudkliand communaliiti, 9 
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mUSHWANTSWGH 


What India owes to Abdullah 

4 


hold hia head hieh today and no 4ine dare 
address him as hatto. it >s due li» um' 
man, Sheikh Mohammad Abdulah. 


We Indians tend to re^rd devout 
Muslims wnh a suspicion we don’t 
extend to devout Hindus or Sikhs. But 


We have had our mrsunderstandimn.'4>-Sheikh Abdullah.descsie his cuniniiinwnt 


Sheikh M<jhamfiud 
Abdullah’s sixth 
death anniven»ar> 
lu4ik me tri SnrMitar 
in the first week of 
September. 1‘ime 
of muts and mel* 
luwed fruitfulness 
so unhke the win* 
ter «if 194f) when 1 had 6rst passed 
tliroiuh the city on my way to Gulmars 
to ski. We were just three Jrydians 
Ainonfi UXl Hhtish and AmerKan odic* 
ers. There was no mixing between 
bUcks and whites; the Kashnwi was 
beneath reckoiuoK as a human. The 
humdialum to wlurh Kashmiri servants 
were subjected appalled me. Would they 
ever forjpve us when they came into 
their own? 

Came the summer of 1947. Commun* 
al strife reached or4ipoiiions o( a civil 
war. In nurthem India there was no 
chwe; if you were Muslim you went to 
Pakistan; if not, you went to India. 
Kashmir was bri^ely Mushm and could 
ch(K>8e between India and Pakistan. It 
chose India because of the man. Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah. 

Pakistanis denounced him as a traitor 
to Islam and mounted an invasion of 
Kashmir, ’they almost succeeded in 
ovemjnninjt the valley. The Maharajah 
and his militia (led the country. The 
Indian Army backed by local Kashnuns 
boat back the invaders. Most of the 
state was saved for India in the nick of 
time. This is laritely due to one man. 
Sheikh Mohammad AMuHah. 

He had every ri^t to demand special 
status tor Kashmir.The demand was 
gracefully conceded by Pandit Nehru. 
Abdullah wanted to wipe out the feudal 
legacy of the Dogras and fpve his people 
ni^ts to land they tilled. He aid not want 
unscrupulous speculators to swamp the 
state, buy up properties and forests. He 
had every rlKhi to say whal an Urdu poet 
had sad:* 

Fdnshth} bhre aayvm (n say 

Veh mera vatan hai. koee jannat 
[ fnliifvn hai 

1 (Kven if anjcets wnsh to come (hey must 
seek permission. 

Tins is niy homeland, not just some kind 
itf paradise.) 

If the .'iwrjRi* Kxshniin Muslim can 


We suspect the kiyalties of KashtptqJ 
Muslims and their snealuns sympathies 
wnh Pakistan. Sfime of them hotst 
PakLsiam flajES. shout l^islani ainda 
bads. ehr«r Pakhuan's vk tunes over us 
m cnrkcl and hockey. They called us 
"You Imhans" as if Ihvv were not one of 
us. We nnled Sheikh Abdulah for eleven 
kmK years on suspicinn of harbuunng 
pro'Pak sympathies. We could prove 
nothing and had lo n4easc him. He had 
giMid reason to be ecnbitlered with us. 
He waa nut. He knew that there would 
be no Kashmir wnhoul India. We knew 
that (here could be no India wnhoul 
Kashmir. He was able to overcome his 
bftieniess because he was a big man. 

Sheikh AbduOah was a devout Mus- 



inenth iib*^»t a ma/Sm Ihiiini 


SMkbAkMSiwMilMoe 
Mvtfim. m MlH M tp nfN 
SmM Muilaiiiitta uuUm «• 
doin txM to dn«i( NMhi «' 
SHti. M SMA AUah^ dMsIl 

^ ^ A a __ 

m CQIMRMmlD BHIr WfVli 



;bt Islam.was abovv communal prejudice. 
When he came out <if jail, instead of 
M'c^ing government hospitality ex* 
tended to him. he decKfed to stay in a 
Sikh gt/tdwara. Some <«( his closest 
friends and staurK'hesi supporters were 
non^Musluns, the most proiiuiient being 
Mndub Sarabhai who was jaikvt fur her 
doggicl HuppurS to the Sheikh. 

AJIama Igbal stwli out the retjuireinenl 
of a leader in a memorable couplet: 

NigaJi boiattd. sukhan (M iMWnag. jaan 
pur srtfe 

Yehae ham rakUt-i-'sa/ar mvN' 
cannan kay hy^ 

(Lrrfty vismn. sweetness tongue, 
atl'cmbracing warmth 
'Itiese are afl the baggage needed by the 
leader of a caravan.! 

Sheikh M<»hammad Abdullah had all 
these qualities in gixid measure. Ihey 
called him S'her*/*Ktfsbmrr—the liun of 
Kashmir. A mnre apprupnaie title would 
have been Candhi’y'KBshmir. fur he. 
like the Mahatma and Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan, was a man of peace and guodwill 
towards aD mankind. 


NEW MOTTO 

In Swiss banks 

We’ll get OUT cuts 

In cannons and tanks 

Well empower 

(Xir jack and Jill 

TYterell be no bale 6uA: 

because of the Defamation Bill. 

(Haeten Gangul}. Agartala) 

BUFFALO SENSE 

Sai datp farmer had saved up a lot 
of money Co buy a car. But when 
he had Che required sum. instead 
buying a car be buuj^i a buffalo. "Sar* 
darji. you w’ere always saying you 
wanted a car to drive to the mandi. And 
now you have gone and bought another 
buAalo. Won’t you look rtdkulous riding 
a buffalo to the market?” 

Quite unabaslH'd. the Sardarji replied. 
"Wouldn’t I look more rldicuk^ trying 
to milk a Marvel? ■ 








SIGHT AND a)UND 



ithuut a free presa (here on be oo 
dtmxncy. Hk* imperishable vakiea of 
our freed^ atnuoile have f|one into the 
miliins (be prew in India. We uphobt 
Uiifticiaacy. 

RA)ivCANi>iii.wMe wiiMnwingthe 
DehfMthn^ 

I will not itoop to the level of Jatinbebci 

Jvun Basi j. West BengMl dwef mewter. 
nf6mgtaccawnoit<mthedisc1(f$uns 
hiked from the vf6a ofjatin Chefcn> 

borty. stMte PWO muster 

I am Mnviaed how b (Uw fie) w«$ 
leak^toOie^M. Al my confidential 
are kept'Under lock fri key. 

jAT»QuRRAiKHm, WestBen^PWD 
miriktendoiaecatf»oteheingMted 


■S;: 


he oanva hu ebrted and othete 
UotabMllDOwee. 


I ouoM ijtoonet^preeeinKapopubr 
mcn^ement by )ii$t araMiPff down 
people. 

MiwAiw*$Aa(StR<Kvi, /tumieee 
C^poatenfe i dp r 

The people of have been acting 

Qte true eoldief!* to protect the tnty and 
imegrity of IndM under the llieat from 
tbetermnata. 

R/vwGvniw ar AfietAac dariqj^ Ace 
rerent Aoiebviafi 

• 

Maybe I a gre e wffthfrGandhfthrt 
therehstobeareueus, butHdndd 
Dot eaert too vAieoee. 

M AW Tully# fiSC LA efraef 


ha hpart nd one hu no poMr. 





\VrtterB have power becauae Aeytek 
the truth. Mticians get power by 
departing from Ihelrlfih; " * 


Salman KtcwiHK, autfice „ , r ). 

A ' . . 

n insoutable decree cd providence 
hu drtvenme from the Bh'aiv fielfif of 
cinematkarttothetMcenypiAbf • 
panics. lohaMhavf loMfitbet fca dny. 
ontained by a pom (frK UMendi M 
limieed pow m of hpraw w ea l lH uf i ca . 

N.T., Kama Kao. AndhniCM. oBag^hc 
anentflDCo^greeeff^iiQfir^ 

1 ^irdt Chriat was a loser! ..iU Kad' 
cofttt dbtm to'i#re<the he dU 

a pretty rfiaeraMp^o^ %wpe<a»te 
bebeved Mrt^ tbemajnnty »a9 spmat 

^ _ 

Vtcrc^BANLKiKRi eetor. vdtepkftd 

JeemOrhtontfKBtiMst^ > 














INDEPTH 


Getting his ad 




t(»etlier 




Rajiv Gandhi gives himself a year and 
hunches an election-oriented 
programme—but is it too late? 


\ ; 




I 


t'RKHMiles kive 4 w^y <i( 

lejvdiOK prt'irpis lhn»i 
upf>n lU*ni bv preMintp* 

iumi9 ruleis K^jiv GaiKUu 
h4» dib^Dveied Ihia a iiuh; 
livMtedly By hi» uwn sundiir(N» hr 
mitfht hiivr dimt well, but thii»e sun- 
rtcirds. be ih>w iedNv». «irr not neceb* 
*Mtnlv sivired by ibe ekHtntdte Now. 
rd w)th a detiaion on whether to ito to 
I the polUthis wmtei. (r^ndhi ha^decided 
to plby for time 

His ministers, tromes and trusted 
partymen have been told that they have 
another year before their next Kan^le at 
the ballois Befiire that the govern* 
meniS <ution hasr to ihange lo match 
the eWstorate't penetved needs The 
CongressOi levuttun has t<j he mou* 
vated hii the battle at the hustings 
Kor itu' nximeni, however, every* 
Hung IS in di^rrav Intelligence a|Rn* 
cies. u{xnitin pollsters and senior party* 
men all speak of auli ConKreis(]l senti* 
ments npplmg across the country The 
ixilitical initiative today ts entirely with 
the Opposition Uespile its bquabblea. 
merely t>v a}<ire)iiK<in seat adjustments. 
It lb in a p('siiH)n to humble the Con- 
gresst 1 1 

These devekipmeiiis are not muih 
die outcome of gi obs blunders or arts cd 
commission <if the gnvemiKni. ab the 
< Ipposit R tn makes < ut. as of gover nmen* 
Ul precepts not maithing nusbexpeiU* 
tjons Kajiv ('xindhi had presumed that 
he bwept the 19M polls an the 'umy and 
mlegntv' issue, tlut the country had 
voted for youthful leadership and a fresh 
approach to lingering pioblems. having 
weaned of well worn xKiabbt slogans 
<UKt bhjm coniein for the poor 
Sr (* indhi attempted a i evolution on 
his irwn teinis He nude a fetish of 
1 lodeims.ilbm, ccMKoiitiaUd on (he nud 
(hi ilasb and levived seviMKis of the 
ei onrMnv with dos. s ol bbeialibauon To 
an ( vtmt U vrnked l.corrimK growth 
(fept up from I 5 pci cint a vear to 


about 5 pcT cent, industry seemed moie 
compeliuve and agnculiure exhaled a 
reMbence never aeen behee 
PoktitaHy, too, Kagv hnd several 
achievements A serses of aciorda de* 
creased tensions m Assam. Muoram. 
Daneebng and Tnpura If the Ihtniab 
problem hngcred, ii was nd (or want of 
effort. And here, loo. during hts nr>l and 
highly* publicised prdilicat yourney (o 
Punjab on 21 September, he tinted at 
new iniUatives. 



Hut to miBwns of voters spread across 
the dustv plain»^ of the uihcontinent 
Kajiv Oandhrs coiKeptioti of govern* 


TeKng feedback 


The party speaks its mind 


tf Che CurvvasfO faih cor ama nrf 
ewfed Mback tom Ote party, rt 
got tnonph at the 4-7 Septaniber, 
1966 aerrmarKum-tntk s hop beta at 
New DdN's Tsfoton Sadum AaS 
a wa$ ahyt/mte M rwaunte- Coo- 
gnaaman aftaf Ccotrtaataaa $tacd 
itp to kmant tha afare at the party, 
poor anphtnenutne ot nrat da- 
vehpmaot proaprarratm and dmnal 
dartarat proapacta. 

TMs ezertiae in glunuM raaated 
m 0» khnOScatkm of kay prtbiero 
araaa: ahcforat rdbrms. Amcbgfto 
Rai. atomrok pro^anmm and par¬ 
ty orsBaa sat kn. Sum»*i obtaM 
detail cd Aa racommePAdo m. 


er to the people** ii nowhere near 
reabsaiion. Inmdiaie revamping of 
Panchayati Raj rastitubons and hold* 
big pancHayait elecuoni« necessary. 
Ouly Uieii could all pditkjpate in the 
dernocratK process 


Pincfuqrdf Raj 


•^ndttvar electioni should be man¬ 
datory. The superressfon of siAb 
pariiftsdi (iSainct coundla) should. < 
Bie (be declifsticn of President^ 
Rule, reqive tbe sanction of the 
state AasemMy* 

tLhsmets ibD^ be Abetted funds 
on the edviee of toe feance dom- 
nwaipos. To aAsedvely decentnVae 
pohical and econoRlK power^ stMe ; 
govenmttt Should nbt have aCT''^ 

S infheurMtooniOfRmdibttM u 
panhMi' 


•The gn pl fmen tat ew of the Se^otd 
pr o g rai iBi ie and of (he various poveo* 
iy*alievat)oa id am rt baa bean ex* 
tremdy poor, bt^coe otto to 
Reserve Bank of Mi faood tot 60 
per cent of to Ms saMoctod had 
been podetod by bvewcrlKi M 
pobikiinf. 

•Mi^rne (toftfs dfMm 4 t yoai- 



•After^6gnlf Naitoatotoi. .. 

toM mrame his proM td be 
to aam popular. IVa pea 
erpae iMfl bp to'iMvat(d(. 
.yrtatokmeoi. m 

WJI 


i 


•UMMV m$ 


iudte 




Aa|lv OintfVil ■ddmwiwg • public mccilwg. 
p—ring up for tlw po«t 


* provision v( uit drinldnn water. 
rtpMe medkaJ uniLs for every vil- 
hue, a ration ahop for every 2.O0U 
persons m the rural areas, road 
' canuctuna to eNwryvilage and rural 
^ rtad^fieation. 

•For appoinimem in goventment 
•ervice. preference sliOuU be given 
to candiduiei from fonuhes belo« the 
.. poverty ttne. 

. oFemale education should be made 
free and universal. 

j.;aTr1b^ displaced by developmeni 
prefects should be given cash com* 

' t aenaaiion as also afienutive hounu 

•Local MPa and MLAs shodd have 
'0 'I .«ay n identifying beneSdariet of 
,»fr &v^ttf ie n t ^granmea. 


dnwil 8 »t loa 


'•The Toyafiau* wttt were vM> tite 
ly du^ its darkest days should 
Sm procniReace. Newty* 
^ tmbera tiHgld not 

^tfty tidtats or imporW pogi* 





foefoducfrng.o^ memben 
'■M ’tiifrteiwd. Alao, 
tiiSm In tivou^ip^ tte 
W. &t rac u ttfrarit 


merit appeared ocreasinfdy aben. mis¬ 
conceived and wholly madequate. The 
rural Inchan expected better administn' 
lion, more pubbe progranunca. develop¬ 
ment assets, hijdwr wiueft and mure 
work. Rakv. iistead. started off by 
soft-pedalling his mother's 2t>'po<nt 
programme, underplaying poverty aHe* 
viation and talking of tedmoingy and 
farm inputs. The eleiiorate wanted a 
ruling p^y purged ol seK-seekmg piAd* 
dans. He responded by furming a cuter* 
ie of personal advisers and throwing out 
or marginabsing most partv leaders who 
had bm loyal U> his mother. 

Very little re^ changed. The Pnme 
Minister’s cotene became an oligarchy, 
the bureaucracy grew more arrogant 
and Congressmen either inpotent or 
uninterested. Meanwhile, the new ecu* 
nomic deal resisted in many pmaperous 
businessmen, a range of mM*bgggtmg 
consumer products, but the masses gi»t 
few of th^ gDodaes. 

K^v Oandhl't sms of omission had 
been compounded by the Bofors episode 
and. more recently, the UeftmatMin Bill. 
And when electoral pundus began 
telfeng him jusi how bad things were, 
fiandhi decided to lake a break. 


'benhip. 

•Orginsatkinal elections diould not 
be heU before the next Lok Sabha 

•The perty of g wi ta don aa a whole 
has to be revka&sed 


Ctodonitftfoniit 


elhe Electk» 
be reconttibited 


Moneri. 

eEvery state shoidd lave a deaf, 
electoni officer ippoioted from oift- 
tide the state. 

•Stepf ilMd be iakee to pment 
naovuleiian of ehactevd roes. 
•Votera ahoidd be inMgl tderdity 
cards to oaneer sivefaqqttfoA and 


ty ' i i y a ig n s afoould be 
swc. Money ffieidd 
he ghtt t^.the pranuneat ta aach 
Sgtmtfi ow^ie-cc* «(iiek- 

St^&C^ SBItBrU Md Mtlgi.' 


H aving taken ^ year’s repnew tiaiv 
dhi is now preparing, to seise the 
iniUative. He has drawn up an agendu. a 
year king crash programme, to combat 
(he f)ppusition. The strategy is essen* 
lialiy defensive; to choose about ll&u key 
LcA Sabha cwsiituencies and nurture 
them. This entails activating disirici* 
level plaxtfung, sirenglheiung pancfvtyaii 
institutions, revamping the kiwer*level 
bureaucracy and motivating Congrcss(l) 
MFs, MLAs and kiwer-level parly work* 
ers. ieaderwfeels that if the party, with a 
few sirulurai changes and in copjunc* 
(KM vnth the bureaucracy, produces 
comrele results dt the cimsliluency* 
level dunng the next year, then in the 
«4e^'Uiins. the mvige lA the ruling parly 




IMm KMilpliO I IfVOMPIM 

Ml em tinm. Ht nuNli (MM 
ol noSmiulinii tMcwMid 
M tw dMM dM aid miMi 
Mcttm olthi wohmw irHIi 
(lomo>WinlMlloii.T>w 
trimtitworM 


nolwitbslanding. individual parly candi¬ 
dates will be able to pull through on the 
strength uf their own wevk. 

The strategy was disclosed to Con¬ 
gressmen at a lour*day scRimar'Cum* 
workshop held at New Delhi’s TaDulora 
Stadhim on 4*7 September. During the 
first two days 1.20ti Congress! 1) func- 
(ionaries voiced their opinion on party, 
government and election pro^)ects. The 
party leadership in turn proposed four 
suts^s—electoral reforms, Panchayati 
Raj. ecuiomic programmes and party 
cegaiusatkxw-for higher discussKin. On 
the last two days, (he number of partid* 
pants was pared down to I 111 and the 
discussions narrowed down to specifics. 
Attending this second session were 
CongressfJ) Workuig Committee mem* 
bers. central Cabinet ministers. Pradesh 
Coi^essfl) committee pressdentsi civef 
rnnisters, Con^ssd) legislature party 
chiefs of O^sitkui'Tuled states, office 
bearers uf the pdclidiiieniaiy party and 
heeds of fronts organisations. It was 
decided that these issues would be 
diecussed at the grassroots level and 
feedback obtained. 

'The whole exercise is targeted to 
the Mxt dectioMk" admits hmer v.Taon 
miniater Vithal N. Gadgil. who has 
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Steps to 
D-day . 


mMt. Cormnm«i irm 
oisr Che country dfacuM tour 
Must ItQDf H 

relorm$< Pifich«ytti Rij, tcoromic 
pfo^r v nrrm tnc p»iy ergHMilQW. 


CongrB —< t) ttMftunIt* tubrM thm 
on •toctoral r«fQnri «80 thftt 
Iho Union govorranoni c«)M&ato 
4 ob 4 tt «no Uko tiopo lo mM in* 
nmmry oontflMml offlwdrryon^. 


rvcmtiy be«fl appooiled K^iwra) secret* 
ary oT the AH India Conicrtss (li Conunt- 
(ee in char^te of party policy and prog* 
rammesi.“January IMHj is the Iasi date 
fur eleciions and the exercise started 
now IS goinii to be completed by next 
year, November," he ex^ains. kajiv 
Gandhi perwnally oversaw the Talki* 
tura jamboree, spendeijc as many as 


II 


>0 tal«Nb«r» ISM Bi««y 
Q^Mri%ddm»M l>v» lokh ^loyi^ 
Conyoti(l) workm in Now Oilhi. 


Wovwnbor tMt; A}CC<OtohoUMwlon 
on 'oioetorof rolorma'. 


Immmy lM9t Afl Indfa YouVi Con^ttO) 
to unvoil maatorplan on tfwrvnovaiof 
onempioymont. 




Fsbmry tMfi AICC<l)lohoid Mitfonort, • 
Rij miMione’M Adopt TMofu^^ 
nil implornontAhon in Mot. 


Union 6udgof lo MneSon tt iMit Ri2iM300ii^t0 
dkoctfytoOomnurAlDovoiopmtnlAow^M^.. 
Con wd C noo aflovernocou^. * C 

piD-pOOr, r«dl«lrlbuOvo ichornoA lD*te awoinMtf. ' 


seven hours a day, on arf averaj{e, at the 
discussions. "The Prime Minister, 
tliruu^i tus actions, tned to make it 
clear that now is the lime fm* partymen 
aD over the country to start doiriK 
somethins fur the next elections," says 
OadRil. '’Delhi is not j{oinjt to say what 
should be done, now the party must (ell 
l^emment what is tr> be done, the 
party must pye a mandate to the 
^ventmenl.” 

' 'fhe Kovemmenl, in other words, 
wants the party to articulate constituen* 
oy*level needs so that they can be 
hiMiHed durms the next year. Kajiv 
tonaetf, has been workinR at ways of 
uverhauling the administrative 
machinery. 

4 , 

The crusade to revamp the 
bureaucracy had beRun at Blx^l on 10 
December, 1987. Speaking to a Rather* 
cnR o( IAS. IPS and other ofRciah, Rajiv 
^ted out: ‘'While a lot of attention hu 
been paid at the higher level to refdfflii 
a^ other changea, the lower level, 
where the delivery takes pkee, has 
generally been neglected or Ifpiored." 















(NhKITM 



between the pohtical authority at the 
Juwer levels and the dbtrict administra¬ 
tion. ” 

Alter discussions wHh datTKt4evel 
administrators, Gandhi realised that de* 
velopment problems at the lowest level 
were not just a matter o( ensuhn^ tha( 
the bureaucracy delivered the goods 
sanctioned at hifdier levels of guven^ 
ment. 'With the decay o( the Panchayati 
Kai institutions, the adfTunsinbon haa 
got isolated from the people thus duftn^ 
its sensitivity to the needs of the ptoi 
pie/' t^ PiWe Minister concluded aa 
his last conference with dbtrkt mag»> 
traces held at Coimbatore on Id June, 
this year. The questions that remained 
were how Cast should the pUnnmg and 
development mKhirtenes at the distrid^ 
level be democratised, what would Im 
the role of the sAa puithads (distrid 
Gouocib) vrs a VT5 the district magts'- 
tratea and how other elected repre;. 
sentatives like MPs and MLAs couM be 
associated with (he procesi. 

The oukuiM of the Prvne Miniiiert 


Next, at Hyderabad on 13 February. 
1988. he told bureaucrats: “We have 
Kquie^cedifllong and frequent spells of 
non •representative local government.' 
We want ynu to further develop and 
flesh out the connections between rep¬ 
resentative local government and re* 
aponsive administration.., You must con* 
aider The ticklish issue of the rebtionship 


confabulations was a paper on The 
Pwhsyati ksf and thstni i'totvtmg 
^twght out by the mnisiry of per$<in* 
neL public grievances and pensims. It 
spelt out the gos'emment's rewolve. 
rei'ommendbig "appn)(wiate constitu* 
tmnal provisions for ensuring timely and 
regubr elections to local bodies", 
appropriate changes n the Conslitulton 




~ :i 
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The 9rtim MMlattraOdraaaM eivM aarvanta: ovarhauiiAf Oiabuvaav««aay 


to detail subjects (o be dealt with at the 
district level and the restructuring of 
peiKinnel policiss (for Iving bureauc* 
rats). Having discovered a tndor reason 
(or the party’s lack of impact in rural 


areas, Kapv called the Talkatma inec 
and bid the issues before his pan>'men, 

T lie meet also underscored (he neH 
to get the parly back on its feci, 
'rias time Gandhi is going to address not 
the generation of gee*whir Congress* 
men but the okl faithfuls, the sn*ciilled 
'loyalists’ On 3<t September this year 
the l*nme Minster pbns to address live 
bkh loyal* Congreasth workers and bud 
their pcrM’verence and work during the 
darkest days of the party. I'be reinstate¬ 
ment of former Maharashtra chief minis* 
(rr A.K Antuby. and thi' reassurances 
held out In Wanab Mukherjee and 
A.H. A. Gliam Khan Chowdhury are part 
ci the new paiiem. 

To help MPs. MLAs and k>cal party 
wocken gam aicess to developmental 
work, the UnioA guventment has de¬ 
cided to earmark at kiail Ha 2,000 
aores for the Dtstrict Hural Develop¬ 
ment Agency (DKDAl committees m the 
districts dunng the l989-9ti financial 
year. 1'hia move will give party workers 
direct access tu devekipmenul funds, 
which would otherwise have been con* 
tjoiled by the Slate bureaucracies, ’fhe 
leadership also pbns to arm wrwkers 
with new slogans like *l\twer to the 
People.' 'Food for AH', and assurances 
to the weak, pour and caressed. 

llie Youth CongressU) lYC*ll has 
been given the most ambitiuus job: that 
of mousing the support of the young, 
imemployed voter. I'be Congressdl 
high corrvnatxl has estimated that 3U per 
cent of the electorate today comprises 
the youth and that the majority of them 
are disenchanted with the party. "The 
Youth Congressd) wiU com^te all the 
scheduled block, distnet and slate rallies 
by the first week of October and then, 
by January next year, is going to present 
a master^n for the removal of uoem* 
ptoyrrmt.'* says YC(D president. Mukul 
Waanik. Young Congressd) workers are 
abo expected to help counter Opposition 
propa^nda against the Prime Minister 
and “expose the hollowness of the 
Opposition's claims'', ei^laini Wasnik. 
Later. Congressmen will be ordered to 
harp on the Oppoaition's ambivalence on 
economic, ethnic and comrmnat issues. 

Creating a new promise after the first 
has been exploded can never be easy. 
For Hapv Gandhi it is going to be doubly 
difficult. First, he has to correctly rein* 
teipret his mandate, ensure that his 
panymen are inspired lor the upliill task 
ahead, and Imifly convince the country's 
electorate that he is indeed the trustee 
and the true inherkor of the Congressfl) 
dynasty. 
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The CM and the 
leaked letter 

Inftghiing wuhin the ruling Left Front in West Bengal 
has taken an ugly turn with PWD minister Jatin 
Chakrahorty accusing chief minister Jyoli Basu of 
promoting the business interests of a firm with which 

his son was associated 


iriiM j 7M>v<jr-oU | 
ni;in ro tih'aH «inint Klt:n( ilut 

ItKtk U’h vimd: 

C'hnkniht)rl>\ ihi* 
Umiiruitivc. Iii!nrpuflitik! 
rnmihU'r m M ih<‘ wmlts 

(k'jMMimni iWntinl m- 

siKis thill Tk* wviw l^ >till frvsli in Iws 
mind ksik'imu* m 197H. wMe Ihe 
immsioi in liis (ilc. 'mIh'ii Shr^ Clundi)n< 
IUhii wns wnikiiii! in Liunp 

\V(iik'i iJil. \k- hriHiiiht Sim Tnpan Kny. . 
ni.indipiiij <iir(*rt<ir <4 tk* ciiiiipiiiiy. to \ 
>k‘t: liM' Tk* liltlt ‘1 r<‘qiiciitr(l (hat the 
.inii uovcntnH'iu »hriuld purt^M all 
l.irvi»> 1 1 Mill his aiiiipniiy. I atTordinfily 
(li>< LjsK(*i 1 this ni.itier with the chief 
imnMw. who wn>; pk'fltied to atate^if 
inv nh'JiH>o serv«*% ire right—that to 
iIh iiMXirmirn extent we xhouM 

I ijuri'lvine <Hii lamps from tiat company. 
hut iKittunn to thfi effifK'l attoiid be 
urtvM m Mty file T italics And 
with (his cont^'VeruaT nuting in his 
IK.TH'imil file. Chnkrabnrty kicked up a 
politK'iil row and precipitated a crisis 
within tk* ruling IxTi h'mtit gtiN’emmefil 
HI Went Kengal. 

Jiiiin ChakrdbnriyV cniiJidentud note. 
wh(ch was scotipedby the AiumdMbJiv 
litirikn and flashed proriiinetnly on lU 
Irniit iKigc. greatly embarrassed (he 
Coiiinnirnst I’arty of India Marxist 
(Ci*M), which alotK* comcrmndit an abso* 

I lute iiuvnniy in ihc state AsK'oibtv. And 


4)uiie understandably. Kur. the revered 
Marxist leader. JyiMi Uaau. who has w 
br enjoyed aft unsullied image despile 
being m power lor neariy a dikadc*, has 
been mdirecilv* charged wilh promncing 
the business interests <A a rmn with 
which hes entrepreneur srn, Chandan 
Hasu. was ass«inated. What ts more 
damaging, the aHegatimi was hurled at 
the chief mimster by none <rther ilian a 
senior member cd his own Cornet— 
Jatin Chaknbnrty of the Kevohjtkmary 
Socblbt l*any IkSPj. a ennsMuent <4 
the rMJing Left Krunt 


medium-Kale industries of the state. 
What IS more, the order made .t specif 
reference to Boiigal Utnp saying (hat 
the guvemment would buy per ^'ent 
of tknr lamps and lubelightH provided 
these producis wcTe inanufActured in 
West H«*na«f. 

Soon after the cirruUr was pHvsedi 
alleges Jatin Chakraboily. w*h(i has clung 
nn t<i the l^WU ptirifiiki for tk* past ten 
)*eare. Tapan Kny. nuin«iging director of 
Hengal l.anip. met him nkmg with the 
chief minister's %ttn. Chandan Iksu. at 
Ns chamber in Writer's Kuildtng with a 
request: the K^ivenimcnt should purch* 
ase aD lamps required by it from his 
cunipany. Jatin Chakrahorty is believed 
to have discussed the nuittur with jyoti 
Hasu, wki "was ptvaAcd to state that to 
the maxmium possible vxleni we should 
purchase tiur lamps lrr»m that company". 
AcCitfdinidy, aoKe then, the PWD d«* 
Ijaitiiienl thks been buying 4 Urge inmi* 
ber ufbmips from Kengal Uinip. much to 
the dspk'asun* of ighor inanufacturqrs. 

T he practk’e I'ontinued for ten king 
years till the other ;nanufacturera of 
,bulbs aetd tuliehghtK in the state began to 
feel the pinch of the government's 
absurd policy. They got together under 


Jyoti 6asy. unOor etteek 
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The controversy has rts genesis m a 
circular prepared by the Left Kront 
goverrmni som after it 
came to power in 1 97b. 
*Jlie memo dated Idb 
Uctnber. 1978. signed by 
the then secreury of the 
commerce and industry 
department. Rama 
Maaumdar. staled that 
the govemmeni would 
continue to honour the 
directive and purch¬ 
ase 33 per cent of its 
requirements from 
the smallaod 





oa^ Hift 



the of the Uunp MamifoC' 

UiriigE Asuxiaik^n and peiitKtned the 
diief mini&ter early ihi» year reitarriuiK 
the ’'unfair ircaiuK'nl*' iikcted <>ut to 
them, 

\n bctwcH.'h, on ItMH. Tapan 

Ray wrr>ie a letter toiatin Chakrabony, 
The Jelier said: "I hope yiHj are aww 
iJdl the Kainataky itovemnient has 
recently (trderrd tliat all the bulbs re* 
quired by U should be purchased tnw 
ilte Mysore l^ip Wivks l.td. Menc tn 
the overall interest of the lamp industry 
in the state, 1 wM request you (<» pUct 
all tUv «>rders of the jtovernnirnt with 
tnir corKent pat itenlartv since the Kendal 
Ump unit \n CaUvilta is irwurrinq losses 
fur the past few years.” 

t)n L^K .luiM , ihe HVVU minister wrote* 
hack to Tapao K<iy: "I have discussed 
the maltVI with the ehiet nnnsier and 
Itave advised Ihc ek'ctrx ily depart meiil 
of the PVVU to |>lHce orders with your 
ernwern. Jn tin* current year I have* 
ordeied the i hicf etJKmeer to pnrx'hase 
at least U |H*r rent ol «hii requirc^d hulbs 
fnan Heiiqal l^mp.” 

This exclianKv bviwtvn tie* f’W|> 
minister und Tupan Roy cjmv to tlnr 
untKv <il Ihe ch«t minister m ihc* Aral 
vvvck of Atifptsl. <in 19 Aiqcusl. Jyoti 
B«su sent a stern mite I<> lus munsler 
"My aliening has been drawn to your 
letterlo the nvinapnx diiect<ir ol Kendal 
lamp. Vtiu have sawl that you cunsulied 
me ar>d asked your ele<*trH*al dejtanment 
to place suhstantini qiumity ot order to 
the company f<ir tiK* sjjppK ol ordineo' 
bulbs as weR as ftoors'sceiil tubes. 
Benqul Lamp manaKemem represent'd 
to ml' tor hi>;ci purcluisr (4 kii'ips^tuht's 
as they art' iMtset with fiivirM'iiil strmjten 
cy. f have IIksi discussed with >uu and 
asked to consider tlietr prayer aksijt with 
other maiiuC^turcrs but it was ni'vec my 
intention la issue any directive for jdvinjt 
preference to Ken^ Lamp cxciudmit 
cases of other imnufa^urers wlm Inve 
their factories in West Benijal or' 
elsewhere For rvqiiirenK'nU 9i stuti* 
sector, there idiall be a !»• 
lanced and fair policy of 
purchase.” 

'fhe matter did not ertd 
there. Jatin Chakraborty 

went ahead and noted in his 
Ale that his department was 
favourinR Henjtal Lamp with 
bulk or^rs since 1978 on 
specific mstruetkins from the 
chief minisL^ who even 
advised him not to record the 
matter in any file, And to 
make things worse, this con¬ 
fidential exchange was 
leaked to the press 

The Incident added to 
embirriss- 
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men! of the chief niinsicf n<K laily 
btx'ause lus sim was a Airmer employer 
*4 Beniial Lamp but aUit hivauar IIk* 
imripanv m quest km is owjicd and nun* 
&feed by people who nukv no secret of 
their left leanings. U '» sigruficant that 
though pcipy'tuaHy m the red iWngal 
Lamp has mg hit by a probk'm that is 
plaguuig nvist other BKkislries m tht' 
state: labour trouble. Kven the CTMtMl 


union. C1'1T^ which \as trrtditiuiially 
oppoved UKtst managements in the pri* 
' vale SH’tor iR'causi' of its philosophv. 
j Ikw hetui strangelv iiHtfx'raiing wi:h Ihe 
I owTK'rs i>( Hy*ngal l-imrv*ilK' IvcglkTs 
, Hoy. 'lap.is and *l'np:<n, SimI I> B. Chat' 
t('r)i'e. iNi'sjdeni of tin* Hcng^il Lamp 
Sr.imrk I’aix'liayHl, wliH'h wns provimisly 
. jAilbiied to Ihe IN'l'UC bui is now a 
iKm*piiiiy legisterv'd union: ''Ihe ClTtl 
is eiHipefating with tlw rriMugrmeiu 
l>v.inw they luve an excrlleni rapiHirl 
wiih Hit luliiig (uirlv ' 

MiHitiwr. tlicrc i< rHi 1 Inlying Ihe 
fact tfuit iIk' goNrnuiX'itl has I veil 
unuMUilIv (kiiiMl ioM'Htd'« iWngjtl Linqi. 
In iIm* bst thrct. wais, form^.iive. oni 
iri tlie*U..^gMXNi linR>s |Rirvliase<l bv ihr 
l*Wil (Itiviilim'iil. Ik*rig;tl Limp almc 
sufiphi'd more Hum loui lakhs. Ami ;!> In 
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JtOr> Clkahrtbofly MMUivlKlKS 



as IdIm'IikIiIs rfr^r 

liris v'lrhi.illx .(«1 i9>u*iu 

mri)| s. Ilvrn ^ir lor< 'Kn. ulicii 

fLisu u.i' ,iU ri^rf<niv *f1 tin* 

L.mH'' 

ihr ^ovi MkMH'iil Kt' hMjhmiiIh M*»l 
ol ;i)| Uir lii«> r L4s('ti t 

It I*' afsolTiH' iImI 111'’kis 
alWilV's Hr .|il,ivrif .1 p.MlirtiMilki .illiriicV 
(dWlllU flrnL’ii l.aDH' AlliflM. 

firr ri^.iniirh'. llir l;ilirKII <MsU'Lirv. 
K klltrOl, U'vP>l ( 41 ) lil\ W.K .IIXl 
uii>l»’ .1 h *h r (<» IK • Iw’l 
the M<aik n( rt'ijiH'xlHi}! h(tu lo 

exti’Mci ill isrs'^ihk lirlp Mi (lull 
f^irilp I iiir i (iMllHUt* h< lx.' Ill piivIkH IXiir*. 
Ihll l)u* rKIl bll (jIU’shirll |s ([kJ Hk* (IikH 

niiiilsler insist tkil ilk* )(MVrnKlk*Hl 
(jV'Mir |h’ri>:al Liiit|i ssith btillc iiidrr< 
iMiii>iiri>! the (li’inrinils oi iitIht nvtiiur«K'' 
ruiet'. Hiiil linin’ iintt'nriiiil Hid In' 


Marxist CM's 
capitalist son 

F ather prOfx>«tt». mo di$poMi. 

When Subhabrata Ha$u (Chartdan 
to hit friendt) pasted the }\i 0 AX 

Mcgndaty examination m 196!^, te 

father Jymi Basu. the Wext Bensa) 
chief minister, wanted him to*step in 
to his grandfather's shoes and pne* 
tise medicine. But Chandan. an aver* 
ape student, failed to pet a seat in any 
of the slate's medicri coflepes and 
enroded himself in the 6. Com 
ctmrse at St, Xavier's CoBepe. 
(ulher's alma mater. 

In 1971, however, at the request 
of Siddhartha Shankar (Uy, the then 
Union educauon miniater, Parouq 
Abdullah helped Chandan pet a seat 
in the pre-medical rourseinthej and 
K Stale Medical CoOepe. But Chan- 
dan was destined not to become a 
doctor; he qisl the course haUvray 
and returned to CelcutUi in 1974. 

Again he knocked on the doors <A 
St. Xavier's utd pot himseK admitted 
in the B. Com course. But it was only 
for a brief penod. Before long he 
found a iob with Bengal Lamp Works 
Ud. as a inanapement trainee. Later, 
he rose to become an executive of 
Lh« company. His salary? Ks 950 a 
month. 

In 1977. Chandan Kasu feH m love 
;uid n^amed Smgdlia Wahi fUofiy to 
his friend:^}, li was after his marriage 
thnt the I. M s win started to feel the 
w«int of ,1 htlle nnire ilian what )m 


Oiinrtan taM nWi Ma fathar 

salary waa giving Urn. Chuidan be¬ 
gan thinking in terma of businesa. 
But since be bad hitle experience in 
business maitm. he began looking 
for a partner. CobKadeal^^^nuhd 
the sane time, faia htother-Udaw;'* 
Shiahir WahC left hb foh at bidB 
Steamship with the inteiffioe of lauft« 
cUng a busntss firm. It was died 
that (heir (xyrng eyes fail 'cn 
adveniseroent m tbe Mvspipesi bi«» 
viting applicatkios far thed Utf fa Wi od* 
rights of Britanaa Uacuita in^Wntr 
Bengal's Murshidabad’ dlafack^ 
Together. Chandan and WgfafldateB 
Oinkar TreAng Oongan^'Vid 
cured the distributioB n^iUt Him 

began Chandahls.* lob^.aagnpaUoo i 
wih biKuitt. 

oegmnmp of a controversial phett.si > 
hs career his critica aSeged 'Kiki 
Bntannia had offered Chanifan and • 
Wahi the dntribution ri#its just to * 


keep the chief minister m good 
humour. 

Chandan Basu soon found out that 
bis^s were big busineaa and that 
there was a ready market far k in tbe 
.eHtem region. 'The two were dearly 
not content with just madietmg the 
'products of a Ann: d>ey want^ to 
imanufacture them. 

’ ChMdan Basu and Wahi made 
Itheir first move in that direction in 
jS^tember 1979 when they had the 
'Eutm Biacurt Company regiatered 
!in Calcutta. They seixir^ a plot of 
Hand m Durgapur for setting up a 
;bi8cuit manu^turing unit but it was 
rtiot unti March 1960 that thetr loan 
lappbeation was cleared by Che West 
jBoigal Fuancial Corporation. WHh 
ItedtfHcal assisiance from Bnunnia 
;induitrfaa the plant began to take 
jshape by tbe of that year. 

’ Sooa however, Chandtn Baeu fall 


6 





NKWsitl.Ar 


iiislruct I lie I’WI) nim^&ier Ui keep the 
mailer a »ecrcl.' 

i*re(lk'iabiy» th^ i$5ue raned a st<irm 
Vkithin llie ruiinx Kn«l. Sarc.^ Mukher- 
jee. the stale beaelar>* uf tite Cl*l(M) 
and llw chairman of the Left Kront. 
accused Jdtin Ll^krabr>ny of IvtOK and 
makinit false enineb m hib fik*: '1 do not 
believe ikal Jy<iti Hiisu can do sivh :i 
thmtf. If die I^ft Kroni iMTinefs com* 
linuc lo behave in ihis manner. I sen no 
rens<jn whv the Front shoiikt ^on* 
imuc M iiH." Kven a diehard ConKross- 
nian and a bitter cntic oi ihc chief 
nunister. Subrata Mukbcrie^. found it 
hard to swallow Jatin Clakrabon^'^ 
accusation and ih(Hi{dt Fnya Kanjait Jkis 
Munslii.lhc West Hen«al l\X preMdenl, 
asked jyoti Hasu to step down for 
"misu'imji! diiilM>r)iy’\ it was only d 
lialf-hcekiled deniainJ. As fur Chandan 


out with his business partner and 
they decided to split. Moreover. 
Hnluinia, whkh hnd verbally assured 
CharxUn ihai it would lift his entire 
production and market it, backed out. 
Chsndan would ikji sell Ns buscuits. 
Ills probientt were rumpouiided by 
najubim labour trouble that dowd 
the unit HKht from its mcefitHn. Onfy 
last year, the (naAajjCinent declared a 
lockout lo cope with the rnounimK 
labour problems. Thouxh rhe lockout 
was lifted after a few months, the 
storm has not reaRy bto vn over. 

As the only son of a Miiraist chief 
numster, Chandan Hast*'.) enirep* 
rvneurial actjviues hive been enth 
cised by Jyuti Basu’s political rivals. 
Itie Cungrc^tl^ has even accused 
the chef minister of favourms East< 
em Biscuit Company with land, loans 
and orders but sui h aUegations have 
not cut much kt with the masses. 

has raised eyebrows is Chan* 
dan Baau's assodaum with business 
magnate Jit Paul, brother of Swnj 
Paul. Many have ^srioned (be logic 
behind Jit Paul appointing Chandan 
Basu, who holds no professional 
d^ree. as a considtam for his con* 
tsctiaiary unit in Calcutta. It is 
commonly bebeved that Jit Paul 
Nvoured Chandan with a job only to 
be on the right aide of Jyoti Basu. and 
by proxy, the CPIfM). 

Otandan Basu (59). who has so far 
Steered clear of poKtics. remauts 
unfaaed in the (ace of sodi entidsm. 
''Had I used my father's comacu, 1 
would have been e bigger busnesa* 
man today." he sayi. Rrhapt. there 
might be same mith n U» wnrda. 


K.i^u, he flatly denied (hat lie had ever 
met the f'WU miwucraluflg wnh Tapon 
Koy. The lop rung of the CPM lead* 
ership unanimoi»ly charged iK* numsier 
frcim the HSP with trying u. denigoue 
Ihc chief namsieT anl hi« panv. thu^ 
bunging into ihc open lh(‘ hiUrr nv.ilrv 
bciweim the two Knml ixirtncrv and 
nvire '.pecifWally be(wit*i'iv<gi K<su and 
Jatin Cliokrabtifiv 

R vUnon*. Ix*lwi>i>n Ihi* iI*M aixl ifn 
kSP fifvi Mwrod in PA>weiga 
sgujbbk* over porilob«is. wht n thr KSP 
niini»1i*r?i ci live Cnhcnet. .iking wMh 
tbo«r «g the Forward Mkk. ■uiUiiiiU'd 
ihiiT rv>sigiiati)>n?> as a lairk <if pti*u->i 
sgami ihi' 'irratHrtial aHcKSivin id port 
l<ibo»’'. ITuHiidi ilw (mns lilew ovrr. tir 
irKidenl xiwi'd iN* stH^ds of iiiulurfi 
distrust belwcrn Ihc t l'M aiwl the lUlwi 
F ront p.inncri. M.iUtT» c.iiih* to a Nsid 


WH* I he /vinth.n .U |m>II> im ALiu li ilii 
vear. however, risd lri*ug!i> ilir .hi*u 
Iki'iuJjiin Cfuikraboriv ouiff'tfiUMinn lo 
Ihc u'niresl.igt. Hie l.rfi FuMii |lii( 
iveiii kvre not luippy with iN' distuhii 
lion ig fvMs iind Ihev till lli.it lh« 
tPIlMl w.ih cxp;inding il*! Minmncv .ii 
llH'ir ii«l. And. dnnng tlv [X'll i .mi 
pjugn. thev used ilk' kuid nvoiidu ri j.iiin 
Cluhr^horts to Ini oni .ig.nnsi (lie c I'M 
^vl iIh’ 1 'hu‘f iniinslei. Simi<> I hen thru 
reLiU<M» nevci uiipnHcd <md t'\rii .u 
let ends .l^ .Angiisl ihu >r>ir. JafiiiCkik 
nihiKtv iHiMkh'dcnounmljMiii It.iMini 
a iivasMVv r.iUy iii (.'alcutta 

I'tus IS prti'iM'h whv inaii> have 
vii*wt*d Ihc pr«'M*n( <•(«'•<"Ic .is vi*l 
anolfu r cIm(> 1 ci in Ik u'ld wiir hrlu trn 
iIh’ I AO k';*di>i‘s (hih I Ins time aunind 
the tonfuKit.ition lus taken a si^riisu 
turn rik* K.''l' kxHiersliip It is advis<'d ii« 

iiiinMer IVil lo knv rkovn inini hi- 
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Tb« ift^w Lsmp* eaelofr m Cstecrfla* tavoiKstf ? 

unce aiam when the then ihaumaii of 
die lA’fi Kmm. ilie bie l^ivglc l>4S* 
gupia. suggested that k' hod unetved 
complainls regarding the furKlHemg of 
the West Bengal housing hoard and cvth 
hmtid lhal the housing dwet ioralv ought 
he sepiiraled fnmi the PVl'll podfobo 
held by Jaim Lhakraboriy. Ihc CPM. 
however, did mg folow up the iiyller 
after the death of PronKvJe Pusgupta 

The C PM leadership nwKk* no a It vn vt 
lo Conceal its di^ieasure uve r the 
doings UJatin Lhakr^irty wtw’h ^treal* 
ly embarrassed the guvcmnienl ami the 
chief mmister. TIv 1*WI> ministers 
cnisade agansi pup singer Uthup 
and his frequent slalnnents criticising 
the governnent fur its pour perform* 
ance only aienaied the KSP further frni n 
the Cl'M. But Jatin Chakraborty cun* 
thwed in the Cabinet mainly because of 
Iw exeeOeM rapport with Jyoti Basu 

However, perscmal reladoiis between 
Jail) Clafcnborty and Jyoti Basu soured 
affer a cm&lenlial letter written by the 
fdhDftr to the chief rransier cnifciiung 
the fnance department was leaked t<i 
the press. Basu was annoyed and 
btam^ the PWUmnrUer for ifw leak. It 


M.ind. Thu F'orw.iid Hkn lias dmded to 
Aiippun the KSP.iimI Iui» cvvn ikvl.iti*d 
lhal ihnr imniyu rs in iho Caknet vv<iuk1 
Quil if Ik* CPM dr^iuiivis tlH> ic’SignalKin 
of Jatin i.h.ikrdboilv on Ik* issue. I'lu* 
CPM («Mi. IS in iKi iiKiod lo f(Kgi^<' .iinf 
forget 

Thv cjiisodr has taken >i<t aiiotk*i 
ml crest mg turn with reports th.it Jyoii 
l^&u has spoken to llm (rovi’ni«)r. Nuiul 
Kasan. im Ik* issue. J.itiii <. h.ikrakirly 
liX). has cuniAcIcd the tiovernor and 
what IS mure, iho PWfi immsU*r luis 
alA'ged that his tclephnm* is lu mg tap 
pud after Ins ainfktciUiai mu I roniroMU • 
sul mge ai>peared m Ifw rK*ws)M|K'ri. In 
a Jrajnalic development, the i’W|> 
secretary. S.M. Murshed, orckrctl an 
erK|uuy intu the phone*Hilog;iiK»n 
but resigned from In- fsist afiri tlic 
employees of the scvrctoriaiV PHX 
refiiscd to cooperate wrlh ik* mvcsligat 
inc officer. 

Meanwhile. Subraia Mnkherg*i'. the 
fiery Congress(f) k^gislatm of the stale 
and chairman of llv l*uUk' Accounk 
Ccvmnuttee. has called for tk* files of 
IWngal Lamp fnHii Ihc FWll di^rtnvenl 
fL>r scrutiny. Will U reveal the truth? 
fU#tf BivcMCateiiMa 






ON THE LINE 


WIlDf^lMTAII 


A united fourth estate 


U nlike Un' jhivMvr re<HlH>n ol the 

press tii lr^hl|> ini|><iserl diiriiu^ 
Ihe Knwrpt'cu;. Ms sturKt uicwsi t\w 

iH^fanvttKMi J^ill Is K'jssunn^. Hiis runt* 
the rosisi.mie w.is uii.ininH>u'> und itnin* 
I try Wide the ^nveriiiivul Itiik’d to 
rtMlIy divide the ilrnK 

Ihiwi'vcr. thi* inMiril response dmviK 

tlH' KiiK‘ri 2 <’tv'y uiii» nui ho slunK fid. [ 
rei'ii]] tiuii iIm* whispered nk'»HaKi* about 
j piMieHi TniTiMJtt lobi* hold at ihi' Ih'ess 
f Chib Ilf IikIm. Ni’W ficdlii. <Nt '/H Jiuw. 
iy7r\ NihikIiI iiiKrrher rwarlv 150 ^>ur- 
naliHtH, iiwliidiiip snoK* ethinrs. Itr 
rraiiluiKin moved iih* to iondeiiin 
pTi-M cvnyiirslup ;i «d denuitd it» im* 
tnediate withdrjwj] was p.^sc'd wnh oo« 
voH'e. And ihouKli I iiffered to forward 
Ou’ re^iIuiHin to the l*ri*sideni. the 

Ihmw Miiiistit and the lolfimiatHin nnd 
hroHdva&tMiK nnitister under my si»!n.i« 
lure I hilt tlw ^iverimwnl's WTHlh 
would not visti llw others, all insisk'd on 
bitoiinit ihc rrikjhtlHin. 

I forwarded the rcsolutKin undes my 
KiiTiMlurc. but left a enpy at the [*ress 
Ciub k'nunler fur the lUirtvitiires i>t thoae 
wIki wiHikl like to sum it J have 
pieMer% ('d I he juiper, and. bi'beve it or 
iHil, tlx'ie were nearly 20*1 signal urea. 

My disnpp<Hiiiiiienl ih tiktl whtm I 
eanw out of ><nl .il I lie end of Autfu-'^t 
1975 and Irvd lo pivk up ihi* thre.Hl front 
where 1 Itad left it. lht*ce was no 
response. jiHlttubsls. partKubrly edt 
tors, wek loo scared, soow bnauH* 
they (eHieO tlioy wrsild f'e puled, oUiers 
bev'kusi* they feared tlw would lose 
iheir jobs 

I'he r*ile of V.C Shiikla. then m* 
inntiaiKtn diid hruuliaslirip mnuster. 
was most dtsmdl. lie had twisted tlie 
arms of iwwspaper prtipnetorH, editors 
and journalists to such jji extent that 
nnlv a ItandCul of them wt^re wilhitK to 
defy the *fi»ve:Timeni. With two or ilirce 
except Hins. no on<* in Delhi was wdhr^; 
either t<i siRii a imitterarKHim \o the 
i’nnie Minister askmp ht'r lu withdraw 
the ce nsorship ot even meet and |Xjss a 
rosokitimi to that effivt. 

I SiHJkla h.id assured lh(* kite Srnpiv 
(iuiHhi. haul (iaiKlhiV brnthfr. that he 
wtmU "fix' llw puiinalisls, uoMie his 
preilvci sxiM, I K tiujral. who h.trt laded 
to do lie valh d Delhi Kisvd (‘doors 
to k mks link .ind toVi thiiii Nuntly tiwt 
the kovTiiiinint would imk tolerate "inv 
noMense *. u w.i« th^ rv to «uv nnd rule. 


.ShulJa u4d me that any bbnk spare 
k^fi in an editunal. articW (« anywhere (a 
lornmon form (4 protest ahtamsi cen- 
sorshfiby fndun newspapers, under (he 
Bntohi vruuld he talien as defiance ; he 
I threatened to atreai edrtors who would 
not obey hmt. Musi nl them wiTc* 
hr>mried but niDK* protested. Ivven nxve 
homfyiriK w.is the fact that thvi e were a 
few anwiftie the m who supported cen- 
wrship and apnlte m praise <4 the 
Kovemnwni in sm-h idowmjc lemw dm 
anyone othiT than ShukU would have 
l(‘fi (^nbaiTrfssed. 

’rhere waa to bv n» carrot for the 
press, only the* wt^x And tn sue that tt 
would be appliud wii. ShukU hmushi in 
K N. Pra&ad. an 11% idficer. as yani 
secretary tn his ministry to serve as Im< 
hitht hand man. rr rather Ns whqihand 
Prasad started the method of ipvintt 
orders on the pNne lo Ihe censors, wN> 
tn turn RUiK up ncwspaiKTs to tell (hem 
what they ^muM do and not iki. Il was 
like a pobce Ah. McraMy And that may 
be the reason why the press caved in. 

I feared that a ivukmped strufude 
auamst Ihe Hifl would weaken (he ranks 
<4 Ihe fourth esiile and {Dve an oppor- 
tumtv to pttMfStablishment joumahsisto 
dvide (he fraiemny. A I'otKerted effc^i 
was made to <k» so hut it (aik*d I am 
lelemriK (n the attempt made to link the 
wase Niard recurnmemUiams for iuur- 
nahsis and nun*joumabsts to the strus- 
ide ajuiinst the I^elanutiofi Hilt. Both 
cateffiines, allhouffh Rreatly mterested 
m the recommendations, ri’hulled the 
Kovemmcnl'insiMred move to raise the 
1 SMX' of waiees tu divert (hem frrmi the 
cause (4 press heednm. It lakes a 
hH 1 4 I'ouniKe to take suih a stand. 
St'emi; iheir delennmatKMi. ] hid no 
doubt (Nil (Im* slrum^le. even thoujdi 
bKiK .md arduous, wuuld be successful. 
TIh* ffovcTWkmt lud no option but to 
wiHidraw the Bill which n did. 


I>«v«i IM 

apnloflg*d$tfvg|le ipM 
theBUwnidweUcMtlM 
nnkioIttKfOwIbMtito 
■id give « oppoiMty te 
pn^tUbiiliiMnt jemltti to 
dvUe the fntoniH)i. A cenctrtod 
eltortaweiedetodeiekifl 
itUH.-'niHei n we rt liu 
jumeMtoUMMihiiHI 


Much disnfomiation on the Bill ha:. 
be«'n dissenunaied. For example, one 
report said llui K.K.L BhasHt. informa* 
lutn arvl broadt^asuns nuiiisier. had sub* 
muted Ills resifmatxMi IliiH i«i not tnie. 
Fven when, at a caNned niiTiinK. Ihe 
FnnK* Mntsii’r puOed him up for not 
k'tlmx him knowi liiediostTk* ri iivtion (lie 
Kill viiHild evirke. Bhai^t did not coffer to 

resiKn. 

H»nvever. one cabinet minivu*r suys 
that d be had been in Hha^t'a pkn e he 
would have taken upon himseii the 
lilame and rusiKned, Me says tlmt tN* 
lYmw Minister's imaxe is iniu’li nx>re 
impofUni than that of Bhayai. Uut tlw 
latter, accordtnjt in him. is spieudiiift 
such stones as would show th.ii il was 
I he 1 *niTK‘ M mist er svN > wa s t lie i illain i if 
the piece, not any mimstei. 

At (he same catenet meetini;. tlw 
Pnriw MmiHlcr .ilso upliraidcd another 
minister -K Shiv Shankar, ’ITits was 
bi'taiise at one stajte. Shiv Sliankar was 
assix'ialed with the piepnratHin o( tlw 
bill, altbough he had warned of h prissi* 
hie hostile leaclHin by the press at tlw 
cabmet mectmij held to consider the Bill. 

Ferhaps it was the Biinie Minister's 
critidsm (hat prompted bhajcut to try so 
hard to miiiate a dialogue between the 
fi>rmerand the press. He wrolc lo many 
senHir ToumaAsls. mdiviUuallv inviting 
them lu Ulks and alv> asked (iup Arora, 
infomiabon seiTciary. to follow them 
up. But both failed lo break the press* 
men's resolve not tr> have any talks till 
the B# was withdrawn una^iticmaUy 
and une<4ijivocAlly. 

A few yikimalisls. who cal out (4 the 
govermnent's hands, did meet Bhagal 
and other mmislers. disobeying the call 
for having no truck with the government 
till It withdrew the Bill. But then, these 
yximabsts do not count. 

ft IS a pity that the Fnnie Minister, 
tidberKCd by simw persons like Satish 
ShamiA. M.L. Kutedar and Jagannath 
Palladia, did not earlier announce the 
withdrawal of the Bill, inspite of a 
ijiaiufily of Congressmen wanting him to 
do AO. Onh a few partymen realised how 
dangerous the falkiut would be for them 
in the next elections. My feeling— 
though Ihc Bill has been withdrawn -is 
that Ihe fear that Kajiv CJandhi or. for 
that matter, the Congress party, might 
hrmg forward aonw such mcasute. will 
influence vigers in the next poll, d 
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Crony capitalism 


Or how politicians and businessmen help each other make money 


# Lairt Sun ha a always been known as 
the capilHl's most cannv influence 
peddlet. Hui ret'ently. it appeared that 
must pv<iple had underestinnled the 
measure c»f his influence in New Delhi's 
political corndi>ra. To the iniensc 
embarrassment of the suvenwient. it 
became known last month, that Sun had 
received Rs h.5 cniree as cummiaaioft 
for a deal between Japan's Sumitomo 
CorporatKH) and the jtt)vemmenl*uvn^ 
Oil and Natural Gas Commission 
<(>NGC). What kind of "conwltancy 
service*' could the hotelier •cimt'car deal* 
er*ctim'builder have rendered Sunvtocno 
in M bid to sell Ks ItHt rrurr» worth of 
steel pipes to the ONGC? Or for that 
matter, what expertise couM the recent* 


Iy<cnnstnutcd firm that received the 
comrmssuo. Jyoisna Holdinjtv--<»wned 
by Suri's wife and mneher'indow—have 
prox'ided the Jaimcse corporatam? And 
why was a middlemaA appointed n 
contniventatfi of IJh* MovenrnieM's rukii|^ 
and. apparently, whbiut its knowktijte? 

In the end. it aupcared as if Laht Sun 
was appointed ^rmtomo's consuhaiH 
only bemuse he e dose l<> another 
power brvher—SaiKh ^rma. Some 
believe the links teo further. Sharma. 
after aH is ihe lYime Mmbter's aide and 
his ffood buddy. And Rapv's deirart<^x 
lost no tme n makine out that the 
Sumitomu-ONOC deal was just one 
more matame of how the Suri famdy's 
prodi 0 ous iffosrth—from ownership a 


sniaB pmuin^t pa^ss to iissets worth 
about Ks 2 rit> iTorcS 'HS linked with 
their lonC'SiandinK triondship with the 
rukns dvnasiy. 

• 'I 1 >e rivalry between India's best- 
known textile tycfHins—Kclumco's l>hir- 
uMui Amixini and liomhay OveiriK's 
Nusli WadiM-*is n dtviide irid. Itui it 
assumed a venomous cluiiiK’ter ufler 
Kafv came to power thr«* years aico. 
IVkit to this. Arnham always had the run 
<if Wadui—prixurinK hcensca with hfihl* 
nns speed and uifluenctnii! lioverrunent 
in favour ol his products. AH this 
cluneed with V.R bhiith in Ihe flnance 
ministry and Wiidia suddenly found he 
had a ear Hi jtovemmeni. When Ambani 
discovered Wadias hand m enlistbiK the 







PU|(» a««<M «< tf* A«CCO» —aien 


WIm Mn GndM cmMi to 
pow, ttN key (pm In In M 
il ipini rt onni n llJlDliiWB. 
atoPr«i*MuHMrtM.T1» 
tanMtoiirfmvtli 


AimTK'afi ;ixenry Kiurtax - 

hired hy lU K'iv<*in»ienl to jiivvKli|{alv 
Keliarx'e'j^ hu'<inrss deultn^s ihv rival¬ 
ry lunied (*ven mr«c Ikiler. Wiih coo* 
e<*ssKins no lonKt r hinhoiminii; <irtd Ke* 
lianre’s fKidoiiilinf h;idl> squeezt^. 
Aniluni hit hac k l.ari^dy. hy dixctvnie 
knjiv (;»ik|Iu nilf) iM lieviriit that Wmlia 
part <i( ii i onsiNniy (akin^ with V, I*. 
Sinjdn > lHir<*auiT.its and a sc^nvio of 
the prr*ssi aiiiH>d at unMealmK Iwn. 

•led Si>i>:h h«Mnt* dropped from the 
finante muiistry and Ainhiira findins 
favnur axain. Kill ilivrc i» rni doubt ini 2 
rhal the rivalry h<*iwim the two indus* 
triiilihl« > whu h drt»w (xihlicums, indus- 
tri.'ili?i<> and the pre»s mtotjkioit SHk*» *• 
very iHMrIy topfded the jEowmnieni. 

♦ Mosi aspiHla r>f the HcdoTs seaixW 
tnav rtmiin nrnrky tnii 77 k' Htmhii 
d!»rl(;«urev have esldhlmhed one Hioik 
IX 70 Md reaMitwibk* doubt' that the Hm* 
dnja brothers wore r»*cipienis of the 
tuiyolfn. l)oiuttH*'.ta puMixhed by the 
iH>ws)iii|K»r reveakfl that the expatnate 
Sindhi hillionaiic familv arc betiind 
Mtanewi S.A., one nf ih<’ three fiinis 
thill rtevived mowy fnan the Swedish 
anii» nKiiMifHcluror. Yet, the ffovent' 
nieiit \m\s iM'cn verv rclm titnt to investi* 
piite I heir rok* in the Kj l»7txt crores 
deal. Slraniter, perhaps, is the fact that 
Ihcir ainhitMHiN drive to make mvest* 
tnenis in India m IxdnK allowed to go 
jrxhei'ked. Ule last year, thi' Hindujas 
aeguiriHJ a nujoniy ?;t.ike m tlx» Madras- 

iMHcd irtK'k maiiufacluhnB jcunt. Ashok 

l.cyland, Sini*e then, they have been 
making hxls tu buy up other i'ompanies 
and are now sironK itinlenders tor at 
ksiKi two new profi cts. in the petrorhe* 
nm nls and lokaicninumcations secturx. 

OnirifonaiAmbwil. 

In tavovr CBiln 


«ipansi*« atsK 

oktKs and business have 
never been stnmfte bcdfel- 
kiwh. Bui dieir relationship 
over the years fws been 
BTnwinx HHire and more inti¬ 
mate. Neither, it seems, is Belting 
enoush of the other. And neither 
appeals to l>e able tu do without the 
Other. In India today, the nexus is fast, 
seture. cemented, 
ft IS a relationship founded on mutual 
I need. And. in its most elemental form, 
the nexus operates this way. Business¬ 
men hnd that they cannot grow without 
0 >vemnieni help. Given the license* 
perrnl-quota nj. doing businei^s in India 
takes more than initiative, vision and the 
willingness to risk. Increasingly, busi* 
ness is becoming less about entrep* 
reneurdtip and rwire about public rela* 
bons. Everything could depend on how 
many (or which) politicians yuu know 
and how well you cultivate them. Get* 
bng an industhal license for instance. 
Bmg awarded a government contract 
for another. Or lor having the customs 
duly on an item that is imported reduced 
just that little bit. 

In turn, poblkiani are beginning to 
need businessmen more and more. In 
large measure, this « a consequence of 
the growing costs of fmanemg elections. 
In the ibsence of audited parly 
actounu. it is impossible to say how 
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middleman between bus«>««s and tIvKe 
at tlie helm *•( pnlitMal power. ste|>s in. 
(The nuionous Kajra l*dtel and LN. 
Mishra are two exanples n( this middle 
maiHype pnbtu'un.l He i« a fixer and 
wiUinti to iTuubleshuut (or -t pnee. And 
while bu5ines>men use him to advaiKC 
theff mteresls. pohtK iarts use I an i as a 
hjnd ctileclor. | 

P iAtK f and Imsiik*>s tbw alwa>>. 

Kone hand in hind in lndi;i. In thi* 
pre*Independence diys. Il>e Indian ui* 
dusinahsi closel>’ as.vvi<j(cd wnh 
the naivmahst moventeni. Not esrry 
<ioe. r>i cour»*. was as passion;it<*l> 
invoked as JamnaUI Haja]. wImi spt'ni 4 
yeai in )ail n lea^K j nu rih tn 
unfurl the nalHmal in defiaiKe i»l .1 


True, but the 

su^ipori i>f iIh* freixloni mcivrinent J'-m 
stenuiusJ ftuen llie icvncnitmn ihil tin u 
hit me v\as bn^tri* under the naiintul 
tsis. Itj relr<i>pi*ct, d correct jK’uepti'in, 
sirxe most nt the ahefulv-estnljli'du’il 
InjsiiRSs houses in {>ri’*itide[iei)deTue 
India went un to i^ou niui*l) faster in the 
Fifties. l*redictal)lY, when the lic» MSe 
|k'niut-<^kki 1 a r.i] lixik luAd .< tew years 
dttei hidc'iwnclence. tlui;^* wlyi aheadv 
h<«1 links with the Oniuress st««x] to 
must, Mtisi nolKeaHv, the 
Hirtas. wlxi njtw and expanded with 
astimistuni* rapuUv M>d^i tliiou^ti the 
Fillies .iihI the SixlH^s. 


much n bcinp spent nn electK*n«. All 
there exists «uv crsiunalcS and The»e are 
iiivanahlv for t<io divorpent In bv of any 
proipiosiK* value. Fur insiarKe. esti- 
inate» of huw muih the ruhni; parly 
spent rai the keit iftiieral elect Mm vary 
frum as litlk* a.s Ks Jtm ernres to Ks 
\.H») irures and nxire. One iNnit is 
clear. thnu>;h: the CiMiKress okjIiJ not 
have raised esen the lower fiKure from 
its candidates and voluntary coftlnbu- 
tions. Apart from eleclmneering. pobiic- 
al parlies need money to sta^c puMk' 
meetini^s and rallies, maintain cadrt' and 
for daV'tO'day runnini;. Businessmen 
are uften only too wilbnp (n meet this 
need in the of receiving (or out of 
constderatkin of having received) a 
favour . 

The symbiotic relationship has led to a 
Oourish^g sub-culture. Businessmen 
employ lobbyists and inOuence peddlers 
who stealthily work on pobticians and 
bureaucrats to advance company in¬ 
terests. Every major business house in 
the country an ofike In New f>«in 
which is devoted tn this kind of liaiAn 
work. Some of this is relatively unimpor- 
tani. routine stuff, such as paying a snuH 
bribe to a clerk to have a ffle ei^editcd. 
Iht important tasks are such things bke 
bagging a conlraa or influencing govern* 
ment policy in tevour of the con^y. U 
is here that the pobtidan, whu acts as a 


I T h> MMufa broVwe: btk fnm ieiorv 

ban. Hajaj was the tri*asurer of (he 
Indian NaiiimJ Congress Working Com* 
uu(Wo4or '£2 years Ihere were other. 
It swl^wdial Je$ser*knuHn. uxIosinaF 
i»ts, who abo held ofheut positions in 
(he Cungress—Vadilal L^hibhai Mehta. 

Aaron and 9unkar. 

fn^C^hanshyamdas (G.D.) Birta ibi' 
Congress had a mediator between lUetf. 
Mahatma Gandli and (he Hniish. G.D, 
Birb was also the Congress* most 
gerterous financier, the extent of his 
contributions becoming a source of con* 
fbet with hU brothers. Most of the other 
big mdustrialists were mvofved m thetr 
own way—Sriram. Tata. Kasiurbhai 
Laibha. Walchand Htradund and Ambol* 
if Sarabhai. 

Says Bombay-based indusirialisi 
VirenShah: ‘These were men olcharac¬ 
ter and vision. The nexus between 
po^s and business was quite healthy 


DocufflMiti r«VMl that the 
Hlndu)a» ira bahM 
SAranaofthatiireanrffla ' 
that raaafvad money from I 

Bofort. Yatr tha govammant 
hai bean vary rahicbnt 
toinvaatlgatathalr rola 
inthaRiUOOcroreadaal | 

When It all Iwgan m ihu Kitties, a mere 
iialf a-dozeti busirx^ss houses sat at (he 
ii^p <if the corpi irate (xle. 1*1x7 had a 
cosy—but undeniably cleaner n id* 
tionsh^ with the gcivcmnx*nt. Competi¬ 
tion was nut biicnso and ihv* hig houses 
got pretty much what they wanted. Each 
one used the advantages of bctnsmg to 
build up comfortable monopoties. And 
since there was not If h> much diversified 
tm. each one staked mu their ierri(<iry 
m key iitdusines. For instanc.*, the 
Tatas grabbed a large shnro of (he «teel 
industry while the HirU« had the run of 
the automobile industry, shanrg it only 
with the Walchand group. 

If the hcensing system was exploited 
in the Fdtivs and Sixties, n was mainly 
through lobbying t<i retain monopoly 
Status. A perfect exam^ of this is the 
automobile industry where (he Kirlas 
fought hard and successhilly tu prevent 
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new erMrants. Tlas. despite pruduciAKa 
car (the Ambassador) with a very poor 
repuiatkm in the market and the use of 
bbtantly outdated lechiK^iO'. It was 
only the arrival of the Maruti which 
dihjied (he strant^ehukl of the tiirtas and 
Walchand. And recently, the laUa have 
had a crack at the industry by producinK 
a px.'k-up. which looks suspk iously like a 
car. but comes described as a truck. 
The lack of competiiit^n in business 
was not the only reason lor the iwxus 
bem< relatively weak in the Kifties and 
the ^lies. In Nehru's time, the Cun* 
jcress had little need iii money. KWciions 
were relaovely infxp<*nsive -and free 
from the kind of (zirniimky shuws of 
strejkKth (the use of lar^e fleets of 
vehx^les. hired crowds (or election nil* 
bes, etc ), prevalent loday. Moreover, 
the party hardly ever indulged in cosily 
exiravagaruas like ll>e infauunis AICC(I) 
scssMin m Hombity a couple of years aj|f>. 
Ilien. the* Congress was a cadre<based 
party and volunteers were williui; (<i 
viitrU for free. 

Most important, perhaps, was the fact 
(hal parly power was nol as contraiised 
as It IS today. State bosses exerciMd 
ctxnidcrabic control over the party and 
if funds were required, thc*v ojtild l>e 
rawed at the local level. Amoiiii (Ik* lund 
collectors ivere S.K. I’jtil m Muharash* 
tra. Alulya Ghosh ui Heni&i. Miirarii 
licsai m aod Ksmanij in Madms. 
Finally, money did not make much 
electoral capital in IIk>so dl 1 y^. Kor 
example, the SwiiiHnlra parlv had the 
support of pnvHle industry and of the 
pnnees; yet it never itwide niiu’h head* 
way. Kc*cnlls a Kombny* based i/iduslnal* 
isl: "I was toki bv a Unxm micustur after 
the 1967 election that all iM caim* from 
(heCentr^ kitty was Ns UMHKI fnr each 
candidate.” 

A B of this chanted with the 

Conirress split. With the powerful 
state bosses slaying oo with the Cun* 
gress(O) and retaining, also, a sizeable 
section of the party rank and file. Mrs 
Gandiu had only her charisma RoinR for 
her Con^ssfR), Bereft of i'sdres. she 
needed money desperately. 

At around the same lime, the jtuvern* 
merit look another decision that changed 
the bee of Che politician-businessman 
nexus. In a bid ostensibly to advance 
sociabsiic policy. Mrs Gandhi passed a 
new electoral reform law which banned 
corporate rontribubuns to party coffers. 
On the face of it. the law was aimed at 
keeping peditK’s and business apart. But 
what it (bd was, further cruninalise the 
relation, Suddenly, parties and pditi- 

teA|*y Owienh Mrs OentfM I 
mmiviiowiiiMd ctoiTf upHewwn 
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cians realised that it was far belter to 
have unaccoiuiied funds that could he 
pul to any number of uses or even be 
sipdxmed o(l The marketplace (nr funds 
became a free*for*all. 

It was a snuatmn lailur-made for 
political middlemen. And it was at this 
stage that the bkes of kaj» Patel and 
Lalit Narain Mishra came to tht* (ore. 
Kajnr Patel became one u( the Cunicress’ 
bijigesi fund raisers. (>nc of BombayV 
must successful crintinal banisters, be 
knew Mrs (iandhi from her days at 
Sommerville, Oxford. (Patel was at 
Kinjcs. Cambridj^u.) Ket niited lu head 
the Rumbay Pradesh Con^’r^ss Coninut* 
tee» he filled adnurably mio the Tam* 
many Hall-style Imihs iraUition created 
by S.K. f^aiiJ. 

With Mrs fiandhi’s obvious approval. 
Patel set about itranting iriduslnal 
hccnses and govemmeiil contracts to 
btisiiwsKineii. lbs kind of thinit hod 
gone on belore ImjI with P;'lcl il reached 
new dimensions. Jn iIk* past, such 
favcHirs were Kninied usually only to a 
few select industrialists, but Patel 
spread hia net nuKh wider, fie enter¬ 
tained re<(Ursts from all kinds of 
bubinessmen and was ran*ly known to 
refuse anyone. Priqucnlly, he didn't 
have t<i ne^sitiarc ‘.ri issue a bccniia': a 
wurd tt) a nimisier was aH (hat it 
required. 

Patel was ck;se to the pharmaceuticaJ 
lobby and is widely rt'Kardcd as beinji 
instrumental in havinii; ihe 1 lathi Com 
inn tec report, which recommcndi*d. 
atnor.K oilier things, the natiunalis^iion 
of secttims of the iir»'K itKluslrv. 
shelved. He is also believed to have set 
Uhirvhliai Ambam on Im unfaherinR 
^owih (rack by k>bbyiiiK for a scheme 
which nlkiwed him (o import potyester 
yam ngamst the export of nylon iabne. 
1>ie schome alio wed Ariban to sel 
nykm fabric abroad lor a small loss; 
which was more than compensated by 
the massive profits he nvade on the sale 
of imported polyester yam. It is weV 
known that Reliance was able to go 
public largely because of the profits 
made from this scheme. 

Patel operated mainly Ihroufd^ two 
Bombay businessmen—Naiendra 
'Mama' Kapade. a former sheriff d the 
city and Vmay Shah, the son of former 
Governor K.K, Shah, If Patel looked 
aher Maharashtra, then L.N. Mishra 
handled the north and the east. Mishra s 
style was cruder but it achieved the 
same results. Recalls a Bombay indus¬ 
trialist: "Raini used charm and persua¬ 
sion but Mishra used a big stick.'* 

The duo worked well til about 1974 
when Sarvay Gandhi besan reconsider¬ 
ing the nature of kind colleciing Sanjay 


was partfeidarty irlu-d by Palcts 
in raising mora-y and. app^ri-ntly. be¬ 
lieved lhal hr was Kjngingon to Mane of 
the incmey. lU- tlwn a|jprar(*r! lo twivr 
reasoned (lul if fund raising was as 
as Pairl made it serm. it W4S 
undertaken by hKiisdf or las cc<Haes. 

Sarvay » brciik with l^llcl ;int Mishra 
led to a new iwlliTn m IuikI iviHn'tiiin 
and with d a new phase in criaiv 
capitahsm. poi orw. aH favmirs l<» 
bu'-inc’ssmcn vren- ij.iiitt-d on a <|utfl pro 
quo basis. liKkistnabsis in Ikuiihav rci.tll 
lliat Patel rar«’lv uskrd Uir mooev on 
every deal Im' arranged bu llic-in. Says 
one: *1*4U*I was iiHne ihan a fuiuJ 
colei tor He was also a tMilitkiiii in 
tervuted in a pow«*r base He was wiUmx 


to attend to prolik'ius wiltuail (krrviro 
duiR aiiylhing iii return Diimerlbtely Ihil 
with ifk' advent ot Sanjay/you liad to luiy 
l(tf everv ck>al lhal fw or lus fruMids 
IMJshed thrixiidi " 

Sanjjv'li liirH* wilnesseil the advent iil 
a :k’W bn-td of cai>il;ilisl auRreSsive 
and wifkiix lo KVt rxii quK'k. Men tike 
[ KaurMq Sirigh, Cliaranjil Singh lol hire 
I I hoiks I and I ailit .11 id Sag:i r Si in fx>gai 1 1 r 1 
iix»ve on tile Iasi irnik. HOmt .Swnjay 
(I(ink's wi-re Tigi'r KniUKlm (no ri'Uion 
of ’Manu’s’i o 1 N.iiKMial Rayon and <d 
eoor«e Kanvtl Nalli. n snuill titne Cnicut- 
ij Iwsinesiunan, who nuckU'nly hit btg 
liiiw, A(.C(»rdihR to mi»» observers, the 
iM&inesn-pohiH V interface went licrserk 
around this time because Sanjay'K 



Q . 0 . «rtt wWi Halwdna 


. miim9 vWi patnoUsm 


In Nahni'i ttm«, the Coflfrm 
hedMeneedofmoneyi 
Bedtosweferehttvely 
Ineipmive and free from tie 
kMoffimrnUysho^ 
strenfth pmaM Miy. The 
pertydUnotMidgem 
extnviinii 1(0 the AtCCll) 
centenvyiMion 


fnends went about ennehing them¬ 
selves. Routed every regulation and 
upped the ante. 

*l*he Janata pt'nird appi*ais to hovi' 
marked a tecnpi^rnrv reversal m enmy 
capitalism, thouicli tlir giiu-rTiirieiit was 
not fn power king enough tn make a 
pn^ier assessment. However, ihejan.i- 
la did come down hard on many <rt Mrs 
t»amJbi*.s oW supporters, such as the 
Pauls of Apec'tay. K.K. Rirla and R.P. 
Goenka. ll also target led Sangiv's bud¬ 
dies such as Charanjil Singh (Cixra Grit 
was shown the door) and Raaniiq Singh 
(oiH' of his units was taken oven. 

Wluri Mrs Gandhi canu' back to 
repUiT the Janata, the key figures in (he 
new dispensation vrere R.K. UHawan, 
her facial assMant and the finance 
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minisier I'ranab Mukhrnt't:. *IV two 
Md thfir fdvcKirite indifstrulisis; Dhit- 
ubhai Ambfini. '>f coicrst*, bvin)* nuni(x*r 
<Hie. K.l'. Uoenkn w’^s nnuthcr wtHi 
aiwnyK hiK way. A?> for fund racbinu in 
the »Uilc«. Antukiy in MuharHshtra was 
lilt* most sui'icssful, bt-fore his bUtunt 
aiipriKicfi siuirk'd him in tlw ccDient 
allot imiil scandiil. 


T he* H<)v 4 ’ni of Kajiv (iandhi pTrsm^^-d 
11 cliiiiiKt' in tin- old onkr Ik* came 
with n proiiiisi* of clean ^rovornnHUt and 
(»U' of hs firsi steps was to nri th«* 
party ui m\w of rhi* t’ormpi old xiard. 
K K iJhawjn went too. Kund raiwiK 
to have conw* to an end ti«> - at 
least III the mannir in whK'fi it was 
ronduclod in the pasl. ]|> fact iht* onlv 
two |N‘o|ik* whom Imsini'ssnK'n nnnM* as 
<il (1 style lunil collectors are hturli 
(k'oni, tlx* Ml* Ironi Ht^mhav (wIk* ts 
rr|Mirlc<llv close lo Neliarxc. the Hindu* 
and llie Clihabn.isl and ilie HM*s aide 
Saiish SluiniM. Yei. Kajiv's j^jvi riHiirni 
lias iMfn dok^tted bv Inisiness rebted 
scnndiil.s. Oih* view - and ur iincharit* 
aNc one—IS that he kis 0 veii up Ihe old 
ami well tried lund raisinit tivhniques for 
aiKithcT. nia* all the nxmey he and hfs 
parly mrds conies troni larite jEovem* 
nM*nt duals. Hofors and thi* Sumitomi* 
<IN(iC smrulai are advanced as exam* 
pies and Kaiiv’H reluctance t<> mitiaie 
.’H tjon <«>uiin$l the Hmdu)as and Sun is 
cited aNvvideru'c of hi« complicitv. Some 
proponents <>( this >k*w ifi) further. 
ctaiininK that Kapv had no clioH'e hut In 
turn to such deak for money. Ilte 
artzunient runs that under the Hberahsed 
climate that he ushenrd m. kcerses can 
m* kinper be hawked or auctioned to 
contending businessmen. IHhers coun¬ 
ter—and. apparently, cjrrectly ~lhai 
(he delicensinp proposals do not cover a 
wide variety of irdustries; in fact, all 
projects which involve foreiitn coUaboTa* 
tion are stiH licensed ones. 

Whatev'cr the truth, it is becnmtnK 
increasingly clear to Indusirialisu that 
llie real profits do not lie in privunns or 
buyini? hrensesburm inOuencins itovem- 
ment policy. There is far mure money to 
be bad in lobbyiniz fit a reduction ci 
cust<ims duty on ar item imported or in 
excise duty on a pr<iduc( trunulacturtd. 
Nolhinj; illustrates this better than the 
f<»llowine exanqik. , 

Before this vear’s budget. manukK'* 
turers of synthetic fibre and vam had 
cuiduvied a kxiK and apjtresshc cam« 
paifzn arRuine tlei the mdustry was hady 
Ul by the unchecked smuioEfinR of 

poiyensr (abrk*. The c am paign smc* 

and the budgei extenM cunces* 
siuna vrorth an astonishinst 520 crema by 



Ra|MPa»«i Con0fMs*a^fMtwnef«lMr 

CUllmg tiAt k on ext ise diHM’s («i |m)Iv<*« 
ler filanh'ni vam (HFYi and priv'i ^icr 
>taplc fibre tl'SKi. TK cxU*iit ix I lie 
iclrf given to thi' indosirv was n>ori» or 
lens tbt* sanu* as the additaxial k en's 
nMw.*d m the budifel! TIm* Ix'IhTiI to 
Kcham u liidusirit s. the larRosi iii.iriu< 
liKiurcr iit vam and fibn*. lunountid to 
Ks 2 l 0 «Torcs. Ktf fat more iliao n ('laild 
ever h<ipi to make m manv vearv bv 
pbving Ihv* kceiHv' jcnm*. Kefumv. of 
ixHirKc. IS one I'cxnpaiiv Ihn hax been 


lorginR ahe.Hl ufvki K;i|o's 
txxi—Uwl IS. ever siiKc .AmlMUi louiiil 
his wjv iMck t<i lavour .illei iliv tnhiMiy 
Wadcu (Hvr iIh* jusi v^ .'jr. Keli.inu'h.i' 
ri.vr*iveil .1 ouoibtT i»j Ouiv cooi >101 
Kor uXHMi|^’, iiii|Kir( dutK- on Ml't* i.i 
raw' maieiul m tiic iii.imihiciur(’ o( v.ioi 
and fibre I, ri'A iirx) ).AH .ill Ihhii 
reilurcxi llii* <iiilv Ik*iu« 1 iii,iiv r>t Ok i.i>l 
(wxi (k’irsMHis w;i> kciuiHC Tveii lief 
ter. iwih.ijs^, trim AiiiIkhu’s janiil ol 

IX*w, Is tU‘ itoiet 1111 h'I ll's rtiYisvm carlv 
iNs war to hike Ihe iintM^n dun oo 

piraxvIeiM*. A i.ov lu’itciiai it);ii Wadia's 

H'wtpMv liieinit itik mIIv depends on. Il 
llx' diH’isHiiis Ikive reslitreil kekini e Iti 
firvirHial lie.ihli. Ilwi kivt* <dsii ciisixl 
sTfuMis diHjIri- .iIkiiiI the |^lverrlnlenl's 
uiiegrilv. 

Ilw n(*xus l>etwi<<'ii [xiblK « and husi 
rwss hiill lerikiins, Ik Kick iind<>r K.^iv 
tiandhi II iiiai liaw assununl a dilli lent 
Hxm UWiyisis foe eidusiridlists iti Ni*w 
lielhi (Xtfitinue t<i plav the >ame Riiiiie iti 
bureauiriilK' and piihtical vxirrxkirs ev* 
erv dxv—biddinK tor vxmlracis, bkM kmR 
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Md Ih iwty Roodi coiMi froei 
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nvak. winning licenses and irving 10 
bend fiscal piihcv. ITHrre are tlyise who 
beb»*ve that the onlv wav to break the 

t 

nrxus is to iiUroduve state funding for 
cieclHins. As kmg as pi^itkvans rogoire 
largt* amounts of nxeiey Ji»r (‘kviioTis, 
thuv will uHitinue lo find ways of nuiking 
business finanre tlx'ni. the wipirrxml 
jjoes As far as businessmen go. miom? ot 
them wA always be wiUitig to play the 
politirurs' game as long ns there is 
somelhmg m il lor Ihi'in. And as long as 
business and pubtK s remain as intimate 
as they* are. both of them will continue tn 
mb off <tfi eai'h other. Ihiinp husinesa 
will tnvdK'i; playing politK s. And plaving 
pohtics wiH mviilve doine bui^iiK'Ss. 
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Southern 

comfort 

/ //(' scsrrhixtrty <Opposition cocktail coalesces 
toJofvt u spirited Frontal Madras 




.iniM 

|>ilTr. i7 S4*|)t4>mlH.T. 

UfHH. MiMhttvd Kiiru 

lunMilnS sjuriK 'aMTttl 
;i> I Ik* rn^wd ilKvrvd 
III «'|K*n li ImiIimu Ilk* biimh iA IIm* 
NiMKVktl KriHd Ik w:in ih»w (mti <>1 h 

IMtMiimHic MkiVrllHMtl lo OUSt ilk* ilA- 

rtilri :irul iik’IIu’kmiI Cunurt HslI) ri*} 0 **H* 
.ti tiH* K riilrt'. Jti :Ih* atv» p'lstcrs imd 
ii.iiMu»i> iMukiiiiM i llu* Mun* 

ik*i 1.1 < I M K) nnd lU Huprcim* 

|i dili*t K«d>iiuii«ir Kiirutiiimdhi. IIk* pnniv 
MuiviM Miiml llu* Uiiwhiius of the* 
N;t1icMi.il 11i<* MMK. Ii>r kxiR 

duUlK'il a rc RMMbil iHiifit. »;ts U) 

|j«iU' m Ilk \lui(l uRsunsI K;uiv, tH*infl 
omiliu'Uul by ilic ii:iIhhi:iI <ip|k>silKm. 
whiisi* l<'ach*r>>» sikIi .it< Vnthwarwth 
rt.itap Sintdi. ^iv«* bcTiimt* iHmdur 
iMiiu*s even III the niral stMJth, alter 
IkUnri' and HHW iiilniMnm*s 
TIu' MiidniKhi im*i*linR Ky rhe Bay ot 
ht*iii&d i&tvt' Karuruintdlu an (ipportunily 
{*• |doK*('l a iialHMiAl uiijRO, in ussoriatton 
with su^ li ^idlwartH. TIus wa« hts chance 


1 o rraM* all mernmes <4 Ihe ctimipikin 
charKl*^ kwlod kjcamkl hn Ri»v«d7ViK*nl 
in ihr Seveniifs. M.<x. RamaciMndraii 
had convRKvd 1*arraU that Kmunanulht 
u’as dk'oiMMe (tf clean ptAlios or of 
proVKhiiR a corrupl km In# admmisira 
1 km. Ihis kept him run <>( power Inr a 
decade. Hui im the 17th. as thnisandy td 
hiK folk>k‘ers as9efnU(*d tn witness the 
o( the Naikmal Knait launch. 
Karufwnklhi souRht U* rvmiive the sum 
cast upon Ins reputafkm by ihe Sarkaria 
ComtressHm. wbkh had hc^ his Rnvem* 
ment ituilty nl cnmipt practM cs. IV 
Manna niceimR. tlicn, alsn launched 
Karunanidhi as a clean puhtician. The 
DMK pnrsidefll was sharinK Ihe plat* 
fonn with V.K SmRh. What belter pruuf 
to convince Tarmls of his national 
credentials and hs nKnnulmeni to the 
71*pnmt pruRTamme^ 

IleclarH KamrKuvdhi m las speech; 
"A new pobdcal hisiory is now bemp 
written and its first efr^er has begun 
from the anuih. The pe<iple are cun* 


with such si d I warts. 1'lus wa« hts chance | vmced about mu prufrrammes and goals 
Tha NaiioASl f*ont Wadif; MRina Ww ifsdWanal warm swim tfvids 




A maishri nlly WM M It Mount 
Hold, wHh al Front leidors 
aitimW idoni ipocUy-buM 
Thocrowdiimdi their 
wiyinpmooii«hMbyDMK 
Mcwt^moih To the onlookori, 
they loonwtf woMbdpM 
froopi»tninodforb^ 


and that is why we were able to organise 
such a massive rally even without the 
help of television aixl the radio which 
they (tlie Congress*!) have.” His follow* 
ers cheered. Commended V.p. Sinj^: 
''You (KarunankJlii) have sat through the 
meeting with great patience and proved 
that yuur mood lias riot clianged even 
tboui^ the date has (to IH September). 
In a little while, the sun will rise as if to 
indicate that when the elections are held 
ui Tamil Nadu, yuur sun shall rise. ” The 
northern Raja was alluding to the DMK 
symbol, the rising sun. 

Front chamnan and Andhra Kradeih 
chief minister N. T. Roma Kao began in 
Tehigu and then switched over ro Tamil. 
Their goal, he made clear, was to oust 
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An uneasy truce 


The Janata Parly tides over its crisis but Opposition unity 

remains as distant as ever 


T te Janata crwit anffls to hive 
Mown over, but not the ooe 
ficinK the Opposition, The pa(ch-up 
formula finalie^ at the partiaineiitary 
board meeting of the party on 22 
September can. at best, result ii a 
temporary ceaae-fire. UntI the lead¬ 
ership issue is •decided Oppoeition 
unity and the defeat of Rajiv Gandhi 
wi9 remain in^nasibte tasks. 

The only pc^rve develt^tnent. 
from the Opposition’s point ^ view, 
is that ev«i Chartdra Shekhar has 
accepted Viahwanath Praup Singh u 
leader of the proposed party, ex¬ 
pected to c«ne into being on 11 
October, with a foundation coofer- 
ence in Bangatwe. 'fbe national ex¬ 
ecutive meeting of 23 September aj^ 
national cottf^ convention of 30 
^ptember have be^ canceled to 
evert a ^kt, 

DespAe three rounds of ta^s 
awif Chartdra Shekhv, Hegd^ 
8« Patn^ Chimanbhii PateL S.IL 

jBammii ad Ajh SM the cdatai> 

tfooi ieaue of atocang party ooiit 

ronM ^ 


(hat V.P. Smgh shotdd decide on the 
^6ce bearers* afresh. Lok Ual 
general secretary Shared Yadav 
mainumed that Lai’s aBocatkm 
of party posts on € August^V.P. 
Sist^ as chairmiA of the new party, 
Ajrt Smgh as general secreUty, 
Hegde as vice-president and Dem 
Lai as chaoman of the parfamentary 
boai^shutdd stand. The Jan Mor- 
cha leader ^touU only allot the 
vacant posts. 

How V.P. Singh wifi dc^ with 
Devi Lai's insistence cn being sole 
distributor of pany tkheU remadis 
to be seen. Abo what Hot would 
Hegde. obviously anjdug for bigger 
role. 0? 

On 11 October, some of thoee 
who had t^ien • pledge in the 
presence of Jayaprakaah Narayan at 
RjQg^ at March 1977 to keep the 
party unicd wifi aaaesnble once 
on hb birth onivefsary. 
But wtt diey keep thecr wvd ihb 


(he 0*ngr<*a»<li m ivllii. Hu fir si 
erf Ihi'ir power iikI iMipuMtiTv wiHdn Ur 
(he icsior.'ilHMi 4»l kaimuiHlhi i<» (kihvi 
Hi*iK*e Ilk-Madras Lmikii, ’I a-.surt limi 
the foil supiMMl (^1 the VmmU in Uu 
comuig clei U»rai hiiKle,” s.iiil NTK. Ui 
iht- iTok'd's ^p|>lHiise. Ik’Vi Uil, Aruii 
Nehru. Ham IHvin. S. K Kihihii.u, I'.K. 
Maluntii - all lorn mio K.tjiv liandhi ami 
his govenwH-iil iii a foil to pinji'nl Ihi* 
DMK i hu'f nH worthy id riMUKicitT.iMoM 
by ilw Tamil viKer. 



N.T.bm*ilap'tltmfr«n 
IMon hid pul up I giant 
nwtlknloured cut-out rf him in 
Ml fiffloiM Krishiwntir poM, 
Mowing Ml conch, M if to heriM 
tfw birth of the Front. Tito 
moiugo ibovt H i«d NTR wn 
the nihon’s future hope 


E nriii r m IIk* i‘''nruni2, a niassivi' lalJy 
was Ik'ld a I Mi Hint Koad, with all 
Krtmt k'adnrs n-.snmljli’d on ,'i spiMa|(y« 
buill I'hc crowds mndn tlk ir wav 

m priHei^sHHt led by DMK sm uritymen 
(in iirafiKin) wlvi natned Hag* <mi Imig 
afommiuni poles. To Iht* luiiidinds o| 
(fnkMtkerii gailk-rnd along tfo* road, iltt 
marchiTR looked hku w<'B-dis<'iphr>nd 
troops, (rained lor l^altle. 

The visll»irs from llte ni»rtli wt rn 
visibly impressed. Ik-spite (fo* three 
i hour btinl on Ihe dal's, they waved 
' repeatedly at the ^rowd. whk h mcltidcd 
the DMK viwih wing led by Kanira- 
redMi's son M.K. Slalin. Cmitingenls of 
pariymcn from (hi* disirkis were aho 
there, having c«ne in hired bus**s and 
kirnes. despite iralfK' restrxiions and 
ihc ihreoi irf vWenct' by mendiers of 
Vanniar Sangham. a caste oigaiiibatiuii 
opposed to the DMK. 

ITw leaders had arrived the day 
preceding d>e launch The Tehigu l)«- 
sam chid. N.T. Kama Kuo. brought 
akmg 2U.UUI of his cadre—men and 
women in bKjdti yellow. bTl'K fans of 
Ndfore hadpui up h giam mult i-ciikiu red 





of hjin m In*' Kt»sJ»iaVri 

t:ir f>towiik8 hrs <oiki'h. as if (o 

fu.Tikl iIh' furih <>1 ihc hiHit I hi h^^his 

ahovv Ihc iiil iHif u*vrab-) a 
NTK m \\h- hn|H' N« Irvlus tnlmr 
This w.is oiioUK*li Hk 

Aiulhr.i U .iflrr's h.mimimI jimImIhhis 
S oilH* s;iMt til,It hi* li;ul iii.hU' .i Ui’ln’tiMls 
ol iiH)Oi*v lo K.Muii.Mmllii h> < osuri' 
his SII|>|liMr H Ill'll IIh I lcHII i'Wr^‘ lls 
I'llllU* MnWI'I. .IssIIMIMIM iImI t|l> kotl 

KH*v*ih losi iIh* 1*11*1 tN*iis iTht* 

'f'atnil iI.mIv, I'lHiiiuiiumK owiM*tl hv ov 
AlAllMK iiumstri S. ThirujHVuk.vasu 
Uif IhU', a Concri’ss suj,ii,*rt< i), ran u 
•iiory on N I K Hs Likhs u> ihc 

l>MK i»i>sKlt*nT 





N.T. R«mii Rao ir»e iMnOu* KrlahnavtUr pOM 

11 kiniiH'iIll'll (iiiitn.ilisi aiHl |M 4 iihal 
s;Uiiist Oh) k.niMsw.iim "N I Kama 
Kan iiKii llinik M is hi'ltit to woo 
K^iiiiiMtuillii ivw sotKil Uk’ kilkn ViinrU 
siijixirl Imii lot pnnh* miin:^tc*rs|iip LiU’i 
.. I Ik* I>MK pii sKli-ni. loi'. m.iv im’Ui 
Tivit iJispi'iisilHin lo UiMTiK >1 V.l* Suixli 
01 a Mi'uili'. Nshoaio r^nlH'i (<■>» 
laUsI tni hull.** 

I’olttual I'tJi'h's in Maili.i*. ari apop 
isuh niMHHits that K.iiix ti.iiKlIu hie 
<iivKh*il to lk»M iviiliaoK'iiMiv cki lions 
Ml JaniiaiY. ik xi S'l'ai. .tkHii* with ihi* 
Tanul N.kilu A>si.*iii1>li pulls Thai woukl 
pti’voiit l't:inl k’adots iiiMiu jiiHkiiyntii; 
vi^omnsh loi Kaiiirianirlhi Also, cash 
ili’n.iiMii'. :>« ihi* UMK wikiM iks'nMsi*. 

• n XI» Mil I ho aiiniuKna 

Ik' ih.it as II in.i\, NIK liari 
I Of Nil I'.i t ii,iiK' Kat ntiaiinlhi pi*>(niM' him, 
III i.iniii loi hi> iiiMiH'Uiv iIIhI »Kht*i 
help, oioiirKl ton A'lM'niNi 'oals. 


Front foot forward 

The Opposition takes a step towards evolving a 

national alternative 

W ith ih« toundw^ of the deven* tion of a four-pafty front compriw^ 

party Natural Front on 17 the Janata Party, CongressfS), Lok 
^c-pten^r m Madras, the Oppoa* DaHA) and the jan Moi^. In March 
tarn has jtone a itep towards evolv* 1980. the Lok DaKA) and the Raah- 
infi an ahemative lo Kajtv Gandhi, Aa^ inya Saniay Manch d Menaka Can* 
nvni Oppositino {ailieii have a li* dhi merft^ with the Janata. The 
mted base, the aignificatKe uf th^* byelertions in seven Lok Sabha 
unity ehon between nationai patties seali on 16 June provided a further 


like the Janata and Lok DaHbl and 
regRual parties bke the UMK and 
the Tehw Desam cannot be over*, 
csttfnaied Moat parlies, wfilc 
of an 4HjinKht merger, have no 
aversHU to ctiminff losether in an 
umbrella'type orKanisation. The 
Sanojwadi Janata Gal's (SJGl failure 
to take off mckates ths iitnude. 


boost lo the unity etforta, the Con* 
gress(l) performing badly. The sue* 
cess of the ides wh evident. Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar and H.N. Bahuguiu. td 
then refusing to participate in the 
unriy talks, joined tlie dehberaijuna. 
On 7 August. NTK and V,P. Singh 
were unanimously chosen chain nan 
and convenor respectively. Ha next 


Kut the Fnart's success day wairuaUseda7]*pnintpr<igram* 

largely upon the fonnaiion of a agger me. tbe basis of all future action, 

parly which can act as ils rfdHe&V But wiH the Front be able to reach 
'l*hr enmug together of leaderx a workable arrangement with the 
swh as Drvi Ld. N.'F, Kama ** Left and the BJI*? tW idea be)^ ita 
M. Karunamdti. V.P. Singh. Ram formation was to ensure a atraight 
Dhan and K.P. Umknshnan. shows contest between the Cortgressfl) and 
of the gradual dnappratHnee of the (he united Oppoisition. But as 
traditional nonh*sou(h divide. The B.M.S. Nambiudiripad. CFJ(M) 
From taced mtul problems (Janata general secretary, has made dear, 
nrmbm led by Era Sezhtyan stayed (he Left parties and (he BJP would 
away from the 17 Septcr^r r^*, fight each other, irrespective of the 
for instance) but is now showing Front*! wrangemenis. 
signs nf Stabilising, Gespite Namboodinpad. the posi* 

Its fumation was announced on 6 tion of the Left is far from clear. 
A^Kl by Andhra Fradesh duef While CPI leader Indrajit Gupta has 
mirasrer N.T. Rama Rau at a press welcomed the Front's formation and 

conference hdd in New GeM. Lead- CPKMl Pobtburo member and West 
ers of the seven constituents—Jsia* Bengal chief minister Jyoli Basu 

ta Part). Lok Did. Congres$(Sl. Jan hopes that a broader unity with it is 
Mnrcha. Tehigu tltsain. Asocn Gana achieved, lo miliate joint action on 
Period and Gravida Munnetra mass issues. Namboodiripad. has 
Kaahagam—were present, The pro- r as ed questions about its ideok^al 
Cess, though* had begun as early as orientation and pleaded for the BfP's 
26 November, 1907, with the fbiiiM* exckisioa 


CommenM V.P. Snp; *You 

the mMtiiv wtth (TMt pitiinM 
tnd proved t hi typ y r mood to 
toetofod” 


r 


tlie elerlKms were held, That would 
provide bm a polilical base outside 
AExfhra Pradesh, an advantage svhen tbe 
Front leadership was decided. NTK 
cfKild also, possibly, get a few seals 
fnxn Bonunai (Kamdir.ka; and Bp Pat- 
naik (Ofisaa). "Ihat would make NTK 
more of a national leader than, say Gevi 
1 jal wivi has only Haryana to speak of. or 
an Apt Singh who can, at best, boast of a 
couple of Ui’ constituencies." mused 
Chci Kamaswamy. Should NTK gel ab¬ 
out 3(1 seats m the Lok Sabha and 
Karunank^ secure 20 out ol tbe 39 to 
be contested in Tamil Nadu, they could 
together form an influential slut vnthtn 
the Front, and Kama Rao knowi this. 










Diviikmt within the JaneU ere el«o 
rang problerrii for the Nacktrut 
rront. If the party does ipfet» k will 
dimpen the spihte oi those trying to 
Ibrge unity among centriit i^iea. 
and the Front will (ace the proWem of 
accommodating rival factiona d the 
Janata. The absence of many lop 
Janata leaders at the Madras rally, it 
was leH, was an indication of things 
to come. 

(t is not clear, also, whedier 
leaders such as H.N. Bahuguna and 
Chandra Shekhar will Kccpt V.P. 
Singh as the supreme commander of 
the Opposition army dunng the next 
general elections. R.K. Hegde’s 
national ambition is yet another thor* 
ny isBue. The megalomania of NTK 
and Devi ia another ui^redictable 
factor, the latter visuaHsing tumseH 
the lole distributor cf tickets in the 
next eiectiofu. Despite these odds, 
however, the National Front stands a 
Ur chance to survive and succeed. 


W hatever the Tehigu Desam lead* 
er’s future, the Front's Uvneh at 
Madras has certainly refurbished Karu- 
nanidhi’s image. It was also a morale 
bcxister for hrs cadre, who shewed 
tremendous j^t during M(*K's rule. In 
MGR's absence, thouf^, the Tamil vo* 
ters might prefer tas their national 
leaden the DMK chief to theCongr^s- 
s(D’s G.K. Moc^nar. whose slay in 
Delhi far exceeds (he time he spends in 
his home state. "MGR had b^n win* 
ning. more because of an anti* 
Karunanidhi feebng among (he people 
Here, than due to his own popularity If 
hostility towards him has smcf diluted, 
tbenpeople would vote for hnn because 


The Sfgnt (■■Si n el • praaa tcoSaraoce. 
pf«MnOng uwe ease 

a ma^nniy of the unaiuiched clet1<vaie 
usually votes lor the winning cantbdaic 
and m MGKs absence, the ItMK buss 
could wdl appear that." vpmed a poklral 
arudysi. 

Moupanar himself, appears unper- 
turbed about (he launch. The Front 
cnnstituciHS are unmponani as far as 
Tamd Nadu politics is concerned, he 
says and Karunaiudhi wA nui gain fiom 
their assoctttiun. His pariyiikm do not 
^r« his confidence, though. "1'he 17 
September affair has given the DMK 
i:a^e a big boost, besides m^ovmg 
Karunanidhi's own image with Iht* 
Tamils. We must work that much harder 
now to neutralise this tffeii. The Hnme 
Minster wiO be coming ncxi month.'' 
said a senior party funciMmary. 

Kiaining scared, the C<ingress(l) has 
begun wuomg the casietst Vannar San- 
gham and the MHmaruvathur ,kdhi Fara- 
shaku (a religious sect) In gaui more 
rural votes. If Moopanar manages to 
rope m the AlADMK fadions. led by 
Janaki Kamuhandran and JaynlahtlM. he 
mi^l sld be able to make things Kiugh 
for the UMK. The ilurd AlADMK 
faction, led by V.R. Neduncheahiyan and 
Pavutll S. Kamachandran and S. Thir* 
tznavtdcarasu^aU CongressfD suppur- 
tera-^ Crying to gamer support among 
MGR IbOowers. for the Co^essflMed 
alliance. 

Kartinarndhi by teaming op with the 
Froru leaders, laaf himself open to (he 
charge of compromising Tamfl interests 
The DMK had been founded on anti- 
Hindi. anti-Centre, and anb-nunhecner 
sentimerus and critra found fault wkh 
his keepmg comp an y with HndfwsMa*. 
Also. H was said. DMK's suppoa fur the j 



Tamd Tigers and the party s langungr 
pubey diflered from that d tiK* otlK'i 
Front crmsiituenii. Long-time poliiicnl 
rival Panrutli Ramarhandian chided 
Karunaiudhi for giving up his I'Hmil 
ideals and consorting with nunht'mtrs 
for pohlical gitin. 

Touched to the quick. Kaninimidhi 
responded in Ins ci^umn in the DMK 
party organ Ah raMiJr "When we com- 
plaaied (A the Centre hokhug onto Iimi 
many powers and sought an equul share 
for the stales, the DMK wus branded 
anCi-natHmal and necessionist. Now by 
parik'ipaiiug in the NalnHial From, when 
we seek ,> nmiplcte review of the very 
same Cenire*$late reUiKUis aud art* 
trying lofomia re^l Icdctal set up to run 
the givveminem, our crilks are ten ning 
usshvesnftht' northerriers. Slid) is tl>e 
conspiriity of these Cc'/ifpessmen." 

Karuntnidhi ts also w<»rned atxiui ibe 
Front's impact on his partymen. Fed 
irkx-ksantly with anti*north propaganda 
by their {)nividian leaders, tht* change uf 



Thi fiMnliM mMtini bf Vm Bay 
ol Bm|iI pvt lUnrarM 

im^t. Thb wn Ml dime# te 
tmtilnMMmMpIte 
c o ffi^rtwchifpioii ci la vt lid 
agtMMspvmiiMt 


bne could confuse them. 1o remove 
their doubts. Kaninarndhi ensured that 
rxinc uf the Kr<>ni leaders spoke in Kindi 
at the Manna meeting. Even i tevi 
Lai—who liad, only a few- hours earlier. 
(qU a press conferemc that Knghsh. jusi 
as Hind, should not be impoH'd on 
anyone—was compelled t>y the DMK 
cfwf Ml address the meet in Knglish. His 
speech was ihen translated into Tainii by 
the Rajya Sabha member V. (iopalas- 
W4my. The Front made lliese conces* 
sions for. in their opinion. Karimkiiidhi 
deserved all help m thwarting the Con* 
gressmen attempting to rapture power 
A Tamil Nadu. 1'he state is going to be 
the test'ground for the new outlet. 

R. tkaiwan Sfnib/WiNfrM 
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SPECUL REPORT 



How the Bill was kMed 

In the face of unprecedented opposition to the Defamation Bill, Rajiv 

Gandhi does the decent thing 


I \ wis an (hou|;h the AanK that 
couldn’t shgot strai^ hxf Anally 
hit the buU’s eye. Aft^r the fiasco 
of its botched intm^tKm. neh 
thing became the Defamation Kill as 
much ab ita withdrawal,Diareitifding the 
hawks among hii fnends'and advisers. 
Pnme Minister Rajiv (imdhi announced 
on 22 September that his guvemmeni 
had ’’decided not to make the Detama- 
lion bill, 19H8 into law”. 

The announcement was contained m a 
surprisingly cogent. we(l*wntten state* 
ment isau^ by Rsjiv and disinbuied to 
juumaliiits by Ram Mohan Rao. the 
government’s principal information 
officer ai 2.3U pm. '’Without a free 
press (here can be no denuxracy.” 
declared Rajiv, "We draw inspiralMin 
from Mahatma Gandhi. Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Indira Gandhi (sic) who .always 
responded to demucratk expression of 
opinion,'' And while he had earlier al* 
ways accompany eKh annuuncemem 
of a concession with some gratuitous 
abuse of jmimaksts. this time all he said 
was. "\i is our earnest hope (hat con* 
cemed citiaens. jurists and the media 
ynll partKipate m the nationak debate un 
the issue of defamatKin," 

One of Raiiv Gandhi’s political fnitEngs 
has been his frequent inaNlity to under* 
stand the vah>e of gestures in a demo* 
crocy; but here at last was a gesture 
worthy of the Pnme Minster of India. In 
unilaterally wrthdrawmg the Kill, he 
abandoned aO hope uf finding a lace- 
savoig lonnula or of making out (hat he 
was douig the press 9 favour. Instead. 

statemeni suggested that fKed with 
the up^f over the RiD. he liad heeded 
the voices of dissent and not stood on 
prestige. 

The press responded with equal 
grace. C.R. Irani, (he chairman of (hr 
Ih'ess Kreedom Cummiitee ul the Indian 
Newspaper Society (INS), cum- 
pUmenied Rajiv and the g(ivc*mment "(•o 


(he courage (hey have shown", adding 
that '’now that the decks have been 
cleared and the Bil is no kager.oCL Ihb 
table", the press would respond (u any 
reasonable changes in thy deiafltttwn 
law. RdHonalued Tlie YVnes of fndne 
"Ihe l*nme Minister’s dciision lo drop 
the Defamaiun Kill w)H be undefy wtT 
I corned in the coumry." In a frimi page 
edhurul. H.K, Ihia. the editor U TV 
j Htnthsuin Timn described Kajiv Gan* 
(ttu’s statement about his comnutment to 
freedom of the press as a ^kvtrm 
assurance. Editorialcsed Kuo^y’s TV 
fndon Foitt: *’li s comneAdBtlle that (he 
govemment has reakaed (V wndum of 
not foreng a debate under the shadow nf* 
a patently authonianan measure. TV 
should have little objection (u a 
dialogue now." And the National Co' 
ordination Committee of (he Press 
agamst the Defamation BiD welcomed 
”the l*r«iie Minister’s unei)iavocal and 
iincondiliunal withdrawal of the KiH". 
Only the Indian Bx/ifess referred to 


Kairv Candhi’if1ilsehood6”.sujsgeBted he 
was a "tyrant", and in a front page 
editorial, that read like a send*up of 
editor Arun Shourie’s prose style, 
quoted Gandhiii, compared the campaign 
agaiii»i the Kill to the freedom move* 
mem and suggested, modestly, that 
journalists were "(he true represents* 
lives rg the people". 

But Shourie's was a voice in the 
wtUemess Plessed by the welcoming 
noises made by the press, Doordarshsn 
reacted with remarksbie speud and put 
editors from aff over the country on ita 
evening news bulletin. By carrying Ra* 
pv’s statement and then cutting to con* 
eikatory comments from such fonner 
hardmers as C.R. Irani and H.K. Dua, 
the TV network managed, at bst. to 
stem the tide of unfavourable pubticiiy 
that had all but engulfed the government 
smee the Bill was rushed through the 
Lok Sal^. After weeks of bungli^. the 
gcivemmeni finally had a public relations 
triumph 

i n fact, it was a close run thing. While 
on one level, the unilateral withdrawal 
of the Bill was evidence of Rajiv Gandhi’s 
flexibiktv. on another level, it also signal¬ 
led (hat at long last, (he doves among 
the Prune Minister’s advisers had irium* 
pbed over the hawks in the Calknet and 
the sock‘i(‘to*them brigade among R^iv 
Gandhi’s inner circle. 

The Defamation Bill had been adopted 
by the Lok Sabha on 29 August, but its 
history went further back. It was origi- 
natty conceived in early 1987 when two 
of Rajiv’s iTunisteis. P. Shiv Shankar and 
1* V. Narasimha Rao spoke to him about 
the need (0 overhaul the defamation 
laws. ’The provocation for their request 
was the M pubfidtv afforded to the 
Prime Minister and his family over the 
Fairfax and Bofors scandals. The minia* 
lers used lawyer-poliUdan Ram Jeth- 
malani’s notorious ien-queetk»6-a-day 
routine as an eumple of the kind M 
slender from which the existing law 







could not adequately protect individuals. 

Rajiv acce<M P^y< to their request 
and set up a mmisten^ xroup cunsistinq 
o( Shiv Shankar and Narasimha Rao 
along with RKX. Bhagat. K.K. Bhard- 
wqj. Buta Singh and P. Chidanibanrn. 
They approved the outlines U the new 
legislation and these were sent to the 
law ministry (or codihcation into a Bl. 

The government first ptenned to in* 
troduce the Bill during the monsoon 
session o( Partiament in 1987 but aban* 
doned thia pUn after there was strnng 
opposiiion within the Prsne Minister's 
office (PMO). During the next budget 
session. Kijiv Gandhi himself seems to 
have had second thoughts and instructed 
the parliamentary affairs minister not to 
presenl it. 

Then, in the summer of 1988. P. 
Chidambaram and Shiv Shankar man 
aged to persuade Kajiv of the need 
inf reduce the Bill without further delay. 
'Die press, they argued, had been given 
over a year to rein in its more extreme 
elements and had. ( karly, failed at the 
task. Now. there was no reason to hold 
back. 

The reasoning, obviously, impressed 
Kajiv, as did Cludambaram's assurance 
that he would pilot it an skiKuUy and 
swiftly tlirojgb Parliament that tt would 
be law even before (he press had time to 
react. In keeping with this strategy, 
information about the Bill was disaenu* 
nated on a stnet 'need to know’ basis. 
Nobody in the PMO ivas taken mto 
confidence, not G. Parthaaarathy, Ka 
jev’s mfurmation adviser and not even 
Sheila Dixit, fhe minister of slate 
attached to l*MO. Similarly, the guvem 
ment's informal k»i apparatus at Shastri 
Bhawan was also ke^ m the dark. 

Arguing that tu turn back now would 
be diiABtrous—if the Bill was intruduced 
any later, it would be too close to the 
next election-Xhidamharam sped k 
through the 1x4 Sabha in a single day on 
29 August. His was an accomplished 
performance: he played down the BiU’a 
many mala fide provisions, avoided m* 
suiting the press and took care to 
specially praise The Hindu whose sup* 
port was crucial to his own ambitions 
Tamd Nadu politics. 

T he kindest explanation for the Prime 
Minister’s attitude to the Bill » that 
he never quite understood how damag 
ing its provisions were and was taken ir 
by Chidamharam's smooth advocacy and 
by the pleadingt of Narasimha Kao. 
whom be regards as sober and sensible, 
and Shiv Shankat whom he, mysterious^ 
jy, believes is s legal wiaird 
Certainly, he was totally unprepared 
for ihe uproar that greeted the Bill's 


(niroductKin. Nut one newspaper of any 
consequence supported tlu* k gisSation 
and even ihe NMotmt Htmki with its 
hisiorkal links to ihv Congress. caHud 
for iu withdrawal The press dedartd 
that ft would go un stnke on 6 Septem¬ 
ber and announced a demon»Uauin and 
■ the day before. 

More wrMTymg fitim Rapvv muiMyli 
ate perspective was the uppiMtiui fr<Hii 
withm. Not one member hi>* uikarna* 
tion apparatus supporied ihc Hil and 
'within PM(i IhiTC was widespre.’td 
dismay. Congress Ml*s ht jtan ( aHiAg on 
'him singly and in groups and ciiunsi*lh'd 


agattisi peril steng with the Icgi^Urvin. 
Even Kambpati IVipaltu, the p,iriv's 
octogenanan k^Uer-wnicr danlH'd mII 
one of his famoui; missives to thi^ h ihk* 
Minister urging withdrawal 
In normal cucunistanceis such ,ih 
uproar wiNjld have been enough to >>114 
the Kdl. Hul it had strong (iefendrn; 
Chidamharam, having imgimilly a>siiied 
Kapv that he could rush it ihrnugli 
without » setueak. now lorA tlie Ikv* that 
(he lurore would dK' dtnvn: it wns only u 
mailer iif lime. Narasimha Kao ,irgudd 
dual as thi* pri'ss wiik ^iiog to be 
affecied by ihe< BiU. it would, obviouslv, 
cfMnptam. Hut. lie nuiiUained, un i!us 
1s^uc, It wah fusl another interest group 
noi an obteilive ciitic. 1'his (irgumeni 
was further ajnf^ified by srxiK> of Kjijiv's 
p(4lical advisers wlio unid (lul il Jnwa- 











harlal Nthru had liwivnud lo tht* c(*aiiis 
of IhC' 2 Jntiin<Ur\ Ik* would px vt'r have* 
abolished MttufHUin (»t. Omi d Iwbra 
(iaiidhi had tk- ^oTiiiiJainls urik* 
n}/thitr!i)As. sk* (uuldn’l haw withdrawn 
thi* (trivy pursi’s. Siiiukirh. Kajiv sh«>uld 
hot lx* unduh swavt’d bv ihr [mss 
<rilJ('isui. h'(M k*; part. SJuv Shaiikai 
liMik tiH’ liiK' lli.ki It was now a qtA*siH>n 
of potilirul will, d K.ifkV lukkiMi (kwn. k 
w<»old Ik' kw'cn as kkokliikp uiKk’i Ad<k’d 
tkk ihs ikkrus liinn llx hawks was (k 
imlik'naiioii Vli bv rnarivof Kniiv s frx*n<ls 
who ilioio'lkt lht*rnsrfNrs iH't'tlk’sslv 
Vki'iKiusi'd and uibklklo lo ol>t,<kn :Hli*(|uaU‘ 
l(jVd rt'dri'sK. This Insi <'aU’por> had 
I oiiu* In sc*<* iIk' ()Tnss :<s an riH’rnv. ixkw ' 
w as I fu' I link ii’4 * 1< k Si H k It (o I k’lr onir s. 

]W SaTuirby. J Sr jiluikbir. Kajiv had 
rnu’iVk’d iikkiiy conriUink! rt*|x»ns 
ahouf till* ri*n^'tKm to th<* Jhll tkit h«. 
iloarly. s|hmii innih of tk 11i>;hl imn* vn 
hoiiikv Iwlinry he had »!orH* In partia* I 

iwle iTi ihy |{nlci(*n pii' k'v iolrkalinnx nf | 
Ihn Mahainshua U-tii oaiua i tonsidertnjj 
W'hal U) do Mnxl SMii n ho flew biuk ut 
helhi lalv lhal nixht. k stfminrxksl an i 
kki Kent mecuiik o\ key Cnhincl minisit*ra 
cHkJ civil St*rvants, lo plati tk* next 
nwvc. 

VIm* rneetiHK s|>|i( akuiK ( 'vtl MTvant* 
pnliluiHii lirHs. Virtually all (he pnlid* 
aam. iTiifiidnitc. of roiirs4\ (hose who 
had iskshcd fni lltv Kill plus Kuta Siiiffh 
wb<i now cftierkis! as a very wn al luwk. 
insistnd (hat (livrc routd be rxi Koiiig 
back T\x' press, ikv arcued, had not 
even hotkred to read (lie Hdl. Journal* 
ikits were siniplv objectinj? lo any 
atleiitpi lo make (km write more re¬ 
sponsibly Ik civil servanu, imwillinjc i 
lo nreuse the polilH'ians of inib fidi*. 
chose a ftaier aptxnach rejrordlcss u( 
Ihe ot'lual pmvisions of the Hill, Ihev 
said, tk nirmn was all wrun^. To 
irlroduce thu li»II im cIh* keJs of (k 
Htkfofs Cnikiroversv su^Ke^lwl (hat Ik 
>S<kveninteiil liad somethinji lo hide. T\v 
pnrliHriK’nifiry sessimi Jtad Imm qiiiei Id 
now: was (kre aiiv need h> arouw* bu 
much iitedut Ivistihty now? 

nih meeting hf<»ke up at am wiih 
Ik cn"! bi'ivants winning a partLTl vr- 
li>ry. Kajiv comeded that krtiaps the 
liming needed adjusting and agreed that 
the guvenimeiit must rxii be seeit as 
rushing tk Hill through wiilvmi a propc'T ' 
debate simply lo silence an imiuisitive 
press. He dt*t'»d**d, tkretore, that the 
Bill wouki neg k* pl.iced before Ik Rajya 
Sabha (wkre a Congress najonty made 
It iv.ijin that It wiKild be passed) on 
MoHjoav. iHit Wiiuld k deferretl lo 
permit n fi<tvrte. 

Vhc lolVtwing day k called on IVesi- 
dent K. VenkaUrantaTi who also sue- 
gusied that be was k*ss than delight^ 
by ihc provtsMins ot the HIU V'Y<iu kiRtw 


Joumallsts kn p«oc«»alOf> 
•giMtng aptfiw Iht 0111 


my views on Emergency and freedom ci 
the press." tk President is repurled to 
have (old the Prvne Minster) and this 
slrertgihened his resdve to defer the 
HiB. At cocdmgfy. while addressing a 


Congressd) seminar at the Talkalura 
Stadium, he announced that Ik Bill 
wvMild mg be presented to the Rajya 
Sabha the next day but followed tins up 
by retailing the Chidambaram-Shiv 
SJmnkar kne that the legislation had 
considerable merit and that its critics 
Itadn't read it. 


SMvShwkir lowed Ra|v Hut 
ttw prto Ad ml ieciinW)i 
rallict llw Mnlniiiti oUhi 
pwpli. In tact, be sAd, tfiirt »a 
■ srewdewel el Mffort for the 
Eiitlkreu|hout In cwnfry Hid 
the iwA noeee, in ptrli^, 
dwoshl it a inndicM pieee el 


I n retrospect, this was Kapv (tandtu's 
worst mistake. By ajpeeing to defer 
the legislation he had, m effect, con¬ 
ceded the thrust of the press' charge 
that the Hill’s provisions needed to k 
reconsidered arid that tk manner of its 
mtroduction was improper Having con¬ 
ceded this much, he would have been 
well advised to have gone the whole 
hog. made a grand gesture and said (hat 
k was withdrawing it unilaterally. But, 
he could have add^, because the right 
of the individual not to be defamed by 
the might of tk media was an important 
one. he hoped that the Indian press 
would formulate its own rvjdc uf con¬ 
duct. Slid) a gesture would have made 


SPtriAlHKrOKT 


% 


' DRACONUH r 



mm^y r'r •• 

: . ■ 1 - I 

hin> M'trrn stat«sman-lik« and wouki 
pertup^ have actuaHv ukr^scd his i^ia* 
ture because he would have announced 
withdrawal bcfont the pr>ss lx»ian to 
pressure hun. 

Unfortunately, the Hnnie Mirtster 
spodt what lilllc advantaee he OHdd have 
jjot front the de/ennent by Itis abuse iif 
the press. The net result was that 
having sensed weakness, the hawks n 
the media swooped m for the kill As nn 
self'respectinji; journalist cuuM help 
opposing Kajiv Gandhi on this issue, it 
bWame a convenient weapon for those 
who wished to destroy him. Finally, ai 
Rajiv seemed to have managed was to 
deliver even the moderates if the media 
world into the clutches o4 the Bhindran- 
wales. 

1l)e Prime Minister’s position was 
worsened by the fad that all his advisers 
scurried off to make their private pe^e 
with the pre s s. Shiv Shardur denied 
informally to joumabsts that he was the 
moving spirit behind the Bifi. The 
sphinX'Bie Narasimha Kao clambered on 
to his pedestal of high •mindedness, dis* 
missing suggestions that he could ever 
have been party to an aiten^ to shackle 
the press. Chidambaram txid to gel out 
of interviews in which hs wo^ he' 


forced to defend the Bill and managed to 
suggest^wnhgut actuaVy saymg h cn »n 
many words^that he w» tut mure than 
a mere sokber fighting a batik' that he 
had nu part m starling N<i iiimisU'r uf 
any conseifuence buihered tt) aggres* 
sively defend (he Kill and many chief 
ministers (imiuding Maharashtra's Shar* 
ad Pavrar) feigned ijcniwdnre id its pnivi* 
sions. 

'fo his face. huwt‘Vcr. ihev liild a 
diiftffent story. Shiv Slunkai assured 
Kajiv that the press did mu aivuraldy 
I reficct the sentunenis of ihe hush's. In 
l-wt. he said, tiiefv was a gnwndswell of 
Support fiw the Bii ihrivghoui ihi' 

r country and the niral nuyH*>. m pwnwu* 
lar. thiiught ii was a wonderful (iievV of 
legttlalwn The probfem. he expbwied. 
was that jouiuilritH were not aerecth 
conveying the many menix of ilie Ikfl. 
But nu matter. It wax pussriik* to appeal 
to the country ovi'r the head of ihe 
media. He would prepare a dooanrnt 
describing the Hdl x advantagen and Ihit 
CdUld be given lo bkM'k-levd workei s nf 
the Confess wh(» would tlwn eduiaie 
f the people. 

It is nut known what Kajiv thought ig 
this biaarre scheme or whether hi* wen 
quesuoned Shiv Shankars capaiyty to 
correctly assess the views and aspira* 
tkgis of (he niral masse*' but tw wax 
ccftai^ moved by the Buta Smgh' 
Narasirnha Kao arirument that he was 
now locked m an eyeball'to^eyebaN 
tninutfOA with the media. If he blkdied 
again (the first tne was the deferment), 
then N would be an admission of weak* 
ness and the country would iiercctvc hun 
as a namby-pamby who wnlidrew a Bt8 
he could easdy have passed, only be¬ 
cause a few journalists calcd turn names. 

Sensing that the hawks were wnmng 
(he day. Rajiv’s media advisers grew 
increasmjdy desperate. Thev were dis- 


tlNi 

hififMtaalnbhrHJU. 


liCiMWiilrMVMtalbc.At 
«mmm MUhe. Bhtia 
mu |ol Um liadv ■Wch 
iMi Shhr Shnlai, «M 
Ml TClM^HbMwm 



appTNmcd to find lliat the f’nnic Mu ns 
ter's offer of a rimiogiM* willi tlw 
was reji'Cted by most edin^rs ;itHl iii> 
mnv'fd wlien the newsmen’s rally tiiUH'd 
anil-kajiv ; n,ilb mem sIhm iai. 
Muiv (j'aixffw kii." w.»s a sk»gaii 
raised by a soil km of the crowil). 
Cimvinctd that the fVime Minis lei 
wtHild onfy reconsider if tiu journahsis 
he respev'Ted iok! hbn why tiH'V re* 
garded the Bill as olmoxkHis, iliey h'I u|> 
meetings lor him with n lew powerful 
ediinrs. Yel, siwh the mood m the 
jircss ihiii even tlxisi* who c»ilk*d on 
Kajiv wcri* leluchmt to admit iliis to 
iheir colk'iigues. 

By then tlw Ktwks had U'eri joined hy 
fi new kind uf supporter, 'rinx category 
consisted of thi>se wIki reg.ink^it the Kill 
as a hnd ideii hu( weri' •ip;>iilk*d hv whiit 
they h;iw as the am ig<iiK’e i/f thi* press tn 
lefusmg to condui t a diakiguv with the 
IVnix* Minsu r I'lie Sliiv Sli:mk;ir line 
tliai tlu* press fi.id Ihh'ii given :i dmiKC 
lo have its auy Inii hml ignnu d il was 
finding new a^K'iciits. 

All of tius led Kiijiv’s iinlia <idvism to 
work <iui A iXimiMimiiH' foiimihi Tlw 
Kill, they c<mc(sled. hud lo Im* with* 
drawn. But the' h^wkx would not let 
kaiivdoil unilaterally. So, if a sembhince 
of H dukigue was kept up. then tlw 
l^m? Minist(*r I'oukl Ih* «.iid to have 
acceded to a reQu«*st from tiw press, 
file proMeni wns that except Cor the 
Vi.'diwa liandhu t 'ruptn kind of journaltsl. 
no editor would enter into any dsilogue 
tmk'ss the Bill was first witlukawn. Ihe 
I'lMiipnamse then suggestitf was tlml a 
dck'gatHm of edriors wuukl visit H;ijiv to 
request that Ihe Bill b« withdiawn. He 
would ixit engage tin in m a dialogue bui 
would a 1 once agree. Ihi* iihtors wciuld 
lie assured of this finformally, of course) 
before llwy went u> see him. 

Iltfiiugh a jtredt deni of effort, tfn 
mandarins of Shastri tlhawiin .irid SotiUi 
Kkx'k managed to pcrsiudc* :ii lensi six 
lieavyweighU to join such a delcgntHHi. 

But the idea never got off the ground. 
I^artly. it was that Kajiv wavered over 
accepting (his formula, and partly, it was 
because the editors were annoyed by 
what they saw asa ncedk'ssly lombaiive 
sutement in Guwahau. (hi fact, say 
PMO sources, Kajiv was quoted out of 
context.) 

P nally thoujd)* none uf this was 
ne(‘«>suary. Just over two WDek>. 
.after the press strike, Kajiv ti.tndhi 
dedal ed a cease-fire. What had made 
Uie difference? 

Slime of it. obvHnisly, had lo do with 
the atlrtude uf the editors he met 
infurmally. on a one lo-one basis. Must 
were not otherwise hostile to him but 
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iiiM<!t' 11 ric.u Mmi Ik' wus Ik'inK mrsk*d 
hy fuK iH'liluvil ( <)lk*u^k*s. U alHO ninl* 
Irii'd llul nIfUis ^><*<11:1 ;idvis<T«» 

(Ik* hjll (ui, (Ik* vi'ry k'^'^l. 
w<is kiijiv iiiiiMl h:ivc h(>t*n 

?«w:<vi'cl hy IIh* Uvi lh;il Piiorn, 
SmiuiM JUiU*v. <i. I’urihiiiwrlhy and 
M.iiu Sluitikar Aiyar ^ill Irit ilial iIm* Hill 
slwnild iK>i havv Ikh^h inlrodiK*^. 
M(»stlv IhiHi^h, »i wnk ihi' pohlKdl 

that Hnjiv. When it be* 

Ciinu' clear lhal llie ClvdHinhnram*Shiv 
Sliankiir htbhv h:id b.idlv undoreslimated 
the I’Xtvnl of (he <*pp(rsi(HHi Ui the lUI. 
hi’ lunk'd l<» his i»tlH*r ciilIeaiiucK. 'Phey 
were M nv’imsl the IcinslatHm. Ldw 
MiiiusU'i H. Shankaraiianrl had rkK bt*en 
uniMiltiHl ;iIh'ui the Hill iK’Core il wa*^ 
iMirodiK i’cl. Askr^d alxKrt ii ntvr. he wa$ 
rnlH'.il. S<» wm* JilctKira l'r<fsad. M.I.. 
Kciu-<1,ir. SiKilii Ihxil. (ihulam Nabt Azad 
<ifkl even Sitar.iin Kesn 
Tht‘ aiUi Mill tirtivs ralbed around 
mforntaiion mnisu*! II.K L Mhaijui. 
whii Miiei i!cd as I he legislatioirs 
striihtfosi chlu' Klmpl hm’I the I’nme 
Minis tv I iivarlv every dav aitd iiTift'd him 
li» withdraw ii. Al oix* CaboHd Tnevlmg. 
hv (*V(’n mil* <1 malch with 

Shn Slirtiikar ivtio was d<Hii>t his wwre- 
ol ltu* masses n nil me 

iHmikK the H>days K.ijiv tcM>k lo 
fwakk' ni' hi*; minih •ii<nii>d MPs and 
MLAs , „n him and cniMsed Mk* 
Mill kt.Miv stale chiel inn listers, oohid* 
iftv Ms N I) TiwdTi. ah>o irw-d to 
pvisii.idr hull If I withdraw iht* lejasU* 
lK»n Mu VI net. ihv Pnnk* Minsu*T 
iM>i1 hutxheds o| k'it^u« friHii Om* 
ifre*'* wnikvTs ihtouijlioul I hr axnilry 

ri’ijnestiiiK him t«> Hi up iIk Mill lalters 


ahtf) rame from mirh emment perstm as 
P.N. Maksar. former pcvkipal m^Tetarv 
to Indira tiaodhi. who ur^'d that I he 
lei^islatMin be stTapped. 

Ky then. Kajiv was convmi'ed that the 
OppiRUlRm (II tl>e ltd was far more 
wkieRpread Ihni hi* had been led to 
beUi've. Me even besan lu wonder about 
(he provisions that Ctndambaram and 
Shiv Shankar had assured hmi were 
quite innociMMJs. His mention had mere¬ 
ly been to stienKthrn (be defamation 
law. he (old aides, but what had he 
Ifolten hunself mo? [( did not help that 
Cdnsrc'ssmen besan accusmtt him of 
resurreclnw a dead ItppnsrtKin by pro* 
vklmR a ready-made issue, or that rhe 
newly-formed National Front planned to 
launc h a movement asaoist the biH. 

I f tme IS Ir pinpoint a date on which 
Kajiv finaSy decided that he was 
definitely iffiinjt to withdraw the KA 
then 19 Sr^ember seems the best bet. 
i>n that day. be told Iss aides that it 
Wiiuld be dropped hut that he needed a 
fai e-saver. If they coidd persuade a few 
ioumahsis to appear before (he ministe* 


I SadbjlviniitfprWBglycppiri 
stitemwtwftA aw ing ItoSIfc 
iVa draw iwspMion (m 
MMmiGMdMiiiwMri 
I Nahn»indtfidb«GMdHfwici/«iio 
i itwiytra ip owdiJbianio aafc 
axy<itioBO<ogMow* 


rial committee on the Hill, then be would 
announce its withdrawal. A frantic exer¬ 
cise tn round up swh journalists was 
then undertaken >>ui the best they could ' 
manajte was Ihe aformentioned Vishwa 
Kandhu (iupia and Narbhajan Sinsli. 
editor of the Fdni Mimir. What about 
the old plan whereby lie nwt a delejpii ron 
of editors to wlwm he announc^ the 
withdrawal? Kaji^ niK sure. 

<h) 21 September, ii became clcAr 
tha» no face-savers were available. It 
was the day of Rajiv's Punjab visit whK'h 
followed annouflcenwnis that the Pepsi 
prefect had l>een cleared and that some 
Jodhpur detenus would be released. 
Struck by the ficl that after n year and a 
half of tnactkiA. the eovenimcnt seemed 
(0 he on the movt a^am. the doves 
suRResied that this was the time for u 
jtesture to win over the press 

(Inv view IS that Rnyv had dec’icled 10 
withdraw the Mill before he* k*fl for 
lAirqab. At any rale, he was sure aNiul 
his intentions by the time he relumed 
I hat mjtht. An urRcnt mi*i*tinK was called 
at the Prune Mrnialer’s house at 7. Rac e 
Course Kiiad and the delilwiatitHis went 
(«i till 4 am. Chidambanim. Naiasimha 
Racj and Shiv Shankar would not Rive 
way. 17 k Rovemmenl, they arRUed, 
was committed to the Bill. 

11k doves arRued that the* interna¬ 
tional press had come out againsi the 
leRislatHin and that even Moscow had 
expresKcd dismay over tlie Rovem- 
ment s delerminaiinn to push it IhruURh, 
with an electKKi otiy a year away. 

Hy then, however, Kajiv h mind was 
made up. He went entirely with the 
rk>vef^ dismissod all lalk of a tace-savinR 
formula and aaked l«s informatKin man* 1 
dams tn draft a suitable statement for | 
release the next day. 

IV hawks were not tbrouRh, though. 
11k next mnmmR, as the statement was 
beins ^irpared. Narasmiha Kao called 
one of Kajiv’s aides and asked him to 
defer the announcement. Hut Kao could 
not Ret through to K^iv arid this last- 
ditch move failed. 

So finally, three weeks after his 
Rovemmmt had trKd to muaale the 
press. Kajiv Gandhi rektited. It was— 
on one levels VKriory fi>r the media. 
But UR another, it also demonstrated to 
the Pnme Minister Ihe perils of iictinR 
on the advice of a handful of sycophantic 
ministers, nunc of whr>m had a ma»s 
base and who certainly did not under* 
stand nuss reactions. 

If Rapv has learnt that lesson, then, 
perhaps, in the last year of hb term he 
will once again demonstrate Mime '<f the 
ndiRnitiun he displayed when he was 
first elected. 
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Colour and clarity: 


the hallmark 

Whw It cowi to cotouf and 
cJanty, SPL coWuf Ws make 
others pale in compansor 

1 hat 's because every BPL TV h 
designed ano buiU lo mirror life in 
Its most natural and pleasing 
colours Giving you lf>e si larpesi 
images and providing perfect 
viewing pleasure Year after year 

This superb quality is built m 
durir^q manufaciuie ^KTinen 
duuliie checked, uvng 
sophisric ated lest equipment lo 
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of perfection 

erisure purity, convergence and 
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of other pertorrndnce standards 
These tests which»ontom tn 
Sarryn s international 
spetrficaiions, tvive been fme 
lured to meet Indian conditions 
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quality 
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E^egont. Exdusve Enchanting. 
The Silk PdOOld. 

Ana the won finish to 
complement theif style. 

Luxoi Silk 

The sottest sheen. In shades 
of so^istication. with o feel 
richer thon ever before. 

Luxd Silk. 

For wolis thot are Silk to the 
touch. 


Drape your waits with Luxof Siik 
— the richest emuision in the worid. 
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Chk-er than 
tho 


The tail eoUecdon of 
liombay's tMsemhk\ 
centre of (vu (ure, \ ^ 
goes on display \ ^ 







I I Nvy» u slrai^lit out c4 Hnnm 
On 12 Si'pU'inN't, «*< ;J5<) i le-n.intfA 
k(iillurt*U inen <nul wiirTR'n Mpped % 
I'hillcd while wine in th>» baUroom ii p 
HombHy Taj Miih;il Hotel, lUuf India's : 

lop models dined itmuiKl o\iMi( sitihi. I 
'I'he pHMy in thr hylInHim was fur the I 
ftrsi showtnic of Knsenihle’s Kail codec* I 
lion, and backstnxc*. fone'lHnheO manne* i 
ciuinii scmniMed lof saleiy^pins. aerosols 
<i( luiii mousM anil tlw new oMixaiory . 
black tHiniiM. 

Hut when the show fiiully under* , 
wny. Ihe hacksci^* Wrserkness had | 
iK-en replHi ed by y firielx'tuned tuiphis* 
in alion. Nmetv out fils desihmed bv sixol 
India's lH»Uesi de»ii:ni‘rs w ere on display 
yiul tl lh«' appkmse from Ihe chi*chi 
crowd was anything U> by. the 
Killectiori had been a inand success. 

Kor Kii.scnibV, the H^'immlh'uld hi^th 
lashioti iMHitkjue. il was a crucial tno* 
iTH'iii mdt*ecl. In ttx* last months il had 
iHirsi meteor-like on ihe scene, leavuis 
the oimpeliiion leoKU**^ behind. Hut 
iK'cause It had priced ilseif wav above 
the rest, it liad also sci itself up (or a 
sl»ool•d<^wn. 1'htf Ensemble desi>jnen> 
weie well awdie dial only lialf the room * 
was (uU ot pairuns ajid fans, the other 
'h^lt hcing I'hose w^uiinx to pounce on a | 
shabhv iWmline or a shoulder pad ifone \ 
awry I'he collect Km had to be ginxl ! 
en«niKh to prove that Ensemble was i 
heo In Slav, that its success so iar ! 
ti.wln '1 been a flaish In the loom. 

Ven uicinths hku. Ensemble had 
opi lied Us dtKits to much hope and more 
hyrpi in ibi* Imal press Situ^ited in south 
ooniiso s lnKh*prved Kon Arvz. die 
was >t,rilx) square fevi ul coofe \ 
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I lt*xliif‘ 4 .‘d whilr walli*. ruiural cvdttr flfxv* 
: infi larptimR. cild leak cetlmies. 

I efKMujh spwv to piruuetle in. anO >4 
: Oiurse. ahriul V2(i exquKit^ (mlfils nib- 
I bins ek'Kanl shcHikkr pads with each 
I iiehn^r as lix*v hurg; chic-by jciwl. Kdund 
all this was 1'anin TahihM, 26, the 
Whafti»n*vihx*ated sia <4 Admiral Kaiii 
l ahiharu, and his wife. incxiH Sadaia. 
wh(i had iCAV'nvd their faitvlv to part 

with its enmiHYnnit warelvwM* «• kvalr 

the shtjp. 


A fortuitous iiK‘ct(n^ with IHIu l).m<l j 

dexigner koh)t Mx^sla, IK), h u lo ilv I 

dec ision to statt a shop. Sjys 
**We wanted a plaio that wimld di.spho 
the best fudiaii desijitners. the 
prodiHlKKi weaves and stitchiii^!: Ilir 
(lutllls wouM hav<> to kx>k .is inside 
axoul—ihe Rolls Kovvr (*l Indum hiiuii* 
qufs.*' 

Si I the IrH* s»'»nired Ok* < iIn*s looking 
for [M'ople wiMi eould ^nve tlwni Ihr 
qualits litey desired S<'iires (d doors 
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The wjy Tanin tells it, it all bevaii 
when the younx cuupfe decided to gel 
mamed. and Sadaja. an American retn* 
dent, came to India to hunt for Ixt 
trousseau. ‘There were thew IwfTen* 
dou$ safwardtamee; sets, and other 
ready<made stuff.*’ says Tarun. "but 
apiiit from some Kanjeevaxam sam. 

I there was not much else she ccatld take 

, away, which ifiit us Ihinkiiifi.” 

I 

I 

I 


opened lo reveiil IvHisewiveft whti spun ' 
carvers. iel;utmit out fils from tlH^ir liv- 
iiiKriHims. (I It mutely* five labels: 
Jas^n. Anvinya. Net) Kielf. Rohit Khos 
la and Ahiban (Tarun’s <»wn line alon>; 
with Bupu l)hr;in>iadlyaral. were si^ed 
«)rL and the sltow was pu> on thu road. | 

D member m Bombay is I he hiydi | 
o(M>n uf the silly season: :i im>e 
when marriages are made, |)artK*s <>11 
hke firecrat'kers. and sw^niis ol dollar- 
happv NKIs dest’end kKikmtrfor hi^hjinx 
and hoi nimes. And .so, tn the first LS 
da vs akme, Knspmide soM 7r>ouUUs to a 
clutch of sociaiites, film stars and Mit'dle 
Kastem prowesses. 

An averui^.* Ensemble outfit costs 
around Ks 4.000. thuuidi. u« cording hi 
Tarun. the raiute lies anywhere between 
Ks I.OIKI to K$ Kof Ks TT^Ki \ 

you ciKild ne\ a wonderful Kanfoeviiram 
silk sari, Kur Ks ti. 230 you could ^'1 a 
Kelvmatcjr refnKcraior. An (Jmda televi* 
HKA with remote control would cost you 
Ks I2.6H0 and fnr Ks 2I)..0U.» you could 
buy a setond'hand I’remier I'sdniini. 

45 


S 

^i^ays TahiUani, ^ We 
want to tel! the Indian 
woman: you cm 
express yourself 
through your clothes. 
You don't have to wear 
your bank balance on 
your sleeve ” 









ci'pH'd hv iK’ir but n( h'h^I for 

Ihi’ iftiinnnl cut. lliry'll liuy ilii* •»¥.' 
iiutln " 

('Unml .i-Ui njTM*. i'insiI tiblc* t 

I Its l.ilH-t. All l**n>i<uthk’ <iu((il ts n 

! «Ih' xaliubk' a^ .< 

j f;u)uly iM'irk m h ii, jik I a> j( uv- ciil i. iitinit^ 
' as n s^Maiiv 

hiiik.iM Sh;i)i, an .'Tiiraiino (ih>kraii 
.iiiri lonjj tHm* (idtritf) <tl tlx* <bi<p. sns 

»*K* hjs bivii (•vi'i '>iu u il oin iic^ 

Its Sukv I Ik It. >Ik* tktv biHi>tlx 

jaslkti. Aiiuuva. Ahiliaii and ivmiliy 
A'ha IS* Ml 3 S hwii (In* J.isli.m 
«nnklcf kK k.” >lic sivs <nit 

fits jfr tk'lifHlrly wm iIi die pnuv \\v 
sii)pp(*d wcamb^^ans ni I lie cvcmncH. 
sri h»r UK*. i 1 *Sa U> Wtvr a 

w+ier^ I kiKw I I ,in walk in and pw k iin 


\ 


\ 


i 


* 


wtkdh* MtkXai 
A •f««ncAh^ eolOMrt 

lUit HI aiv lalkiMV liikth tastwiii hiTi' 

I fxdmi* inu i‘< iilMuwl Ivivv ri'H ii 

i>lri iluu l« ullKl^^. .A Y''k «H 
IIV Kiptud w<ailH «‘»M as inisU as .i 
Vild N> hIiV Ihil lli’li ' 

* Yrs , s.ivs i .iiMii. 'Our iWKvs an* 
U'C(». h'H thv'M, iHjr.OiviUs ,irc lU* kueri 
Jim wiHikhri man^ s|X'IkIiuk thal 
innuhl lA moiK V .ihcuHl Un a l<*rci^i 
i\H'\ AihI wluit iIk i'k* ktctnnit. 

>'ina*v;aK ti/.ssirs; ishH milGi 

IJl .(ltd di.jjK il IHl Ihl* iHIlUin Uum, H1lh 

K iti it Ku ril Ik Msimiui! I iiumii |U>I 
iH)k at Ilk (>rkv ol kHJi law uMU'n.iH' 
Mk'lu’f' .*n* UkuOil 'll k' .Cat |h-r 
iiriu*. ;;jria*tadl<»rtn>tn Kso>N>, .iiiH hv 
> r ai kasi ihuv nh*lTc> Imt i.Hh 
iiTbl * 

* rik'M' is .I lodv III MaUUir IliU hIr* 

Ml U'kl Isi.inIs that MSI i .ni • .1 Kiitiit 
sluksU kiiMkkMil ai lull lunr^ 

Ji'< .l:i with iiisl ilw ukrfit .iiiKXiiH Ml 
ii|«Tiin< Ol IMIITM* ll KMUlVs'ir. bill 
dl Aid I \ H*( || ill ’ ai M k'. I111IKit \\v iJi • IkH I ’ 
A'lMlH Il iMlIUlIkt Ul Hlhi L!ll IIh* tkillH*'' 


semble 
Designers 

Anuradha Matatlal 

Asha Sarabhal 

Amaaya—Sunita 
Kapoor and Arrit 
ShlvdasanI 

Zandra Rhodea 

Ahlllar>—Tarun T: 

Jashan 

Neil Bletf 

Rohlt Khosta 
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Designers 

Handbags—He era Nath 

Jewellerv — Prabha 

Bags—ilaya 

Julyo Peralta 


]»v 


• s . 


*f ich, embroMsfsd end tfsd 

<in (KJtfii tliai will suit me. HI xi go wiUi the ) 
<xrasK»n.' Ol tik* ik*m,1v enKTjnnjt '‘lfidi« 
ankxrk”, shesHVS, "Yes it's an Mlbnic, 
KindkMMii kxik ihal’s in tfirevunin>' 
wear S(*quins arc iHit. Women ar^ 
wcanng phuttain^. lu^sai's and silks," 
SImJi siso tri>gucn(s Hhviss:<ii 1 and 
Hdiiuts Ihal cvvri within Iht uwn group 
friends. Ensombk- pnevs have prtived 
i<i Itr iixi sleep. 

Knsumhie cU'Miitns raiige from liigldy* | 
sinKdund 6<*qtnn Kown» by Neil Uwlf Id I 
Anwaya'R n h. . i‘nibu«dcrecl ira*j 

WMSAr UcV)M< |9M 
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diliunat and situas. K<iNt 

KhoNtd its the only trained designer n the 
store (Kingston CoUeec oi Kashion. 
UK), and diwsa nvire Wesiiemiscd bne. 
usinK Tini’ Indian silks aiK) orsanaas 
<Uul scattnn. his outfits had clever 
names like ' Coco in Kan)eevHram" Slid 
'‘Sins SiciK oil the Ganged" Anu Mahit- 
bil's clothes are more sporty, and 
Tarun's Ahilian is stnkin^y under* 
staled. 

Kr)r ihcse desijners. selbn« under the 
Knseml)ft' umbrella spells prestige, 
'fhcsr proiiHition. inarketine. fashion 
shows are all taken care of bv the 
store. ‘We jec'i a lut more exposui* and. 
ofvcHjrse. |irestige,"s9ys>ijnnaKapu(H 
of AniaHva. who eurlhn* sold from her 
house, “Since tnt* fashion show we huve 
had aslojndiiu; saleiw Amuya setts six 
U I se VC n oul li Is on an as eraicc pr r 'day. “ 
Kesently. Sunita sold a bnitil outfit for 
Ks IT.tHIt) and there have been export 
tmguiries hH>, 


A 


average 

Ensemble outfit costs 
around Rs 4,000, 
though, according to 
Tahiliani, the range lies 
anywhere between Rs 
1,000 to Rs2S,000. For 
Rs 3,500 you could get a 
wonderful 

Kaojeevaram silk sari 


B ut the cache of high-pncing. super* 
uir production and exclusivity has 
tisn given the shop the mxressibibty of 
I rive*8tar hotel. An ad* executive from a 
searby buiMing says that she's too 
nlimidaled t<i even enter (he shop, and 
x> the average Bombaywalla, Ensemble 
s)ust one more place he‘s not invited to. 

For the chosen few. however, il's 
»rtV time. Among the siwdoats at 
Ensembk's Fall c(iUe-*»i<in were Anu 
VlafallaVs eveningwenr (inspired by the 
^at King Cole Ming, Autumn Leaves): 
shorter skirts with waisted tops. As¬ 
ian's flowing fckss. sheneann worn with 
jnder^a, Aniaaya’s jewehccdoured 
ghagras. Kohit Khosla's spectacular 
diack and white kne. simultaneously 
echoing and paying homa^ to classK 
Western styles. And the de rdui$u 
ince: Zandra Khodes* fantasy saris si 






A Horn iOie«l»euiftiA» 




Row KlioM (ten) em Jmvn TaNHaM: atwtnp ptana 


tissue and dufion. like sfom gnssamer. 

That the collection had been success¬ 
ful was borne out by (he rush at the dKp 
(he foflowinglday.Ky Spm, many of the 
outfits had afneady disappeared Axm the 
shelves. Eosembte now regards this as 
vindicstion of thev rmsood'etre- "For 
God’s sake/’ says Tarxm. "we want «i 
tel the Indian woman: yuu can express 
yoursetf throufd^ yuur ckxhes. You don't 
have to wear your bank balance on your 
sleeve." 

Simply put. that means that the 
money has always bevn around: a’s jusi 
been a questHei of getimg the women lo 


buy high fashxm. Ensemblesixce^s 
proves that Indian women wiU piiy prx es 
that are—in relative terms- tlie ceniva 
lent of I'ansian haute ofuturv rates. 
Mt^e u» the pnml. it alsn marks a certiun 
criming irf age. (Wy five years agn. 
many oT the same wonwn would have 
bought only sans m IntLa—everything 
else would have had to have a Wes¬ 
tern label. 

Witt It last? Tlie signs are that it will. 
And lhai a fledgeling Indian fashion 
design movement has had its first tasle 
rif comctMTcial success. 
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NEWS 



A lukewarm recepton 

4 



The PM 's vwV to htnjah, 
close on the heels of the 
release of 13H Jodhpur 
detenus, fails to have an 
impact 

1 1 WH> <1 sisrt th;it w»f> 

liHin iivcrOw. The Vnim* 
MiTHsier h^d Tinaly coa* 
dcs('i*r)<ied li» vitut xbe 
xtMle which hi\s never 
ceHm^d (<i hit iIk* heA<f* 
lineA ilitruiK ih<‘ Um years 
lh»i KAjiv <iundhi st lyed awsv. Had hr 
Ml i’u^tyih and Its in lhi>ir ciwn 

devirrvf' This was a quc^siHiA that was 
oIUmi asked nnt just by ihe pc(f4r but 
als<i by iIh» C<insre»vs(]l vnirkers in the 
htHle and il was pnihdbly to hi^he this 
iiii|>fessi'in dui ihr 2i S«‘pienibrr visit 
was announred. 

It w;is »'i'onipanK*d by the usuaJ 


iiH'du blilzkiieK and the grnmha iA 



&8. BtmM; unsM •bout Mng tgnofsd 


accessions. Tht (Centre's annuuoce- 
iiKCl nl ilie leleaM.* ot X.iS Jodlipuj 
di'leinis was bUianlly a cunciiiatory 
Veslure and the clearame ii< tin* K$ 
2:i'Ciorv I’ep^i wlwh canie two 

days piHM u, Om* 1*M's visit, was also 
iriiendt-d io create u (IimkI irnpressHC on 

tlir- |H‘ot>k' »d Punjab. 

ltdt, evidently. iK* as «vll as 
the Conjticss workers had .‘mtiofiatrd 


much more than what the l*M 
offered. In tael, they were quite 
cbsiBuseiiird when Kajiv (Gandhi neither 
announced an ccunomk packajEC nor a 
piiklical one. So. the dedaratein (hat a 
Ks ^4lKT«irc JiewspapcT mdl wnuM be 
set up in (iomdwal came as an ami- 
chnux when people had been speculat- 
inK about hu>!r cHCcessions and a con¬ 
crete et noomn* parkajte for davs before 
the I'Ms Msrt. A» for the Pepsico 
prujeci. many pumted out that U had 
been in Ihe offinjt lor neaily two years. 

NoertheWss. the Prune Mctsier’s 
prrsenn' did; n some way. help to 
assuajsc the hurt fedbics of the people. 
At al the three places that he visited-- 
(ioindwal. Jabndhar and Jaiton—he paid 
rich tnbuies to the people nf Punjab and 
the puliiical parties, hke (he Left parlies, 
(be l^P and the CunfErcssd) wtui had 
(cnaciousty (aced (he threats of terror¬ 
ists. Kut. unwminfdy or not. the Prime 
Minister made no mention <4 the Akabs. 
Neither did he appeal to the wamns 
Akab factions to unite nor did he make 
any attempts (o prop either UarJun 
Suifih Kajo or Ja^ Smtdt Kode. 

And t^M did not so umuticed by the 
Akah leadership. Siid a visibly upset 


S.S. Bamala: ’*ln the fight against ter¬ 
rorism Akahs were second to none. As a 
matter of fact. Akahs suffered the most. 
Therefore, Il is strange that the Prime 
Min^iei »hou)d have omitted any refer 
ern e to tins party whik paying compli¬ 
ments to the others." 

The former chief minister loo, like 
many others m the state, felt that the 
Prime Minister had failed to measure up 
to (he hopes that were generated follow¬ 
ing the arvKMTicement of his visit to the 
state. 'The Governor has been hinting 
aU aking at a so-called stratej^y for 
resolving the Punjab problem. But there 
was not even a slight reference to this 
by the PM. There was no he^g tou^ 
for the Sikhs wbo suffered in the 
November riots of 1984. And what is 
this release of Jodhpur detainees sup¬ 
posed to mean? It is done in instalments 
and makes one feel aa if they arc the 
hostages of the Centre to be used as and 
when required to create the impression 
of goodwill cyt the part of the govern¬ 
ment." he a^. 

Another topic of discussion was the 
Pnme Minisier's drive from Adampur to 
(ioindwal—a 60 -km stretch of terrofist- 
mfested territory. While nwt peo^ 








were impressed by Kajiv Gar>dh»’s 
apparently c<)urai2e<)us act of dn^ms 
down to (iOtndwal. mttlliKence sources- 
pointed out that the I'M had been 
advised lo travel by car as a securiiy 
measure. They fell that a hovenn* 




helicopter would have been an easier jt II 
larKCl than a speeding! RHitorvadi*. ]f|| 

KlaiAed by the Governor. Siddharth I ’11 
Shankar Kay, the (kivemot s ad'^S(*r. | II 
JuKo KibcJtu and GnK>n mui»u*r. P I 
Chidamharam, Kiqiv (iandln was very ( P^mi 
much the cofti'enxd Prune Minister. I f 
After (ravelliriK a few kilometres, be I L > $ 
wouW stop the moiorcwk*. ^tei off the ] V,' * ' 
car and ask about the prt'bkms of the | I, • * * 
people who hnd ttathered ail akm^ the i ■ ' 

roadside. I 

The non-impleiiientatinn of the Punjab B 
accord stdl remains a nudor grouse 
the people and poCitxians. C<immeiUin${ |HV 
on the Prime Minister's remark that 
.there was no one in pLaijab with whom Wfm 
he could discuss the proems, Bamala WO 
said; *'1 am surpnsed that the Prime I 
Minister feels so. He had jjone on record ii^^B 
praising me for my senves to the ***■* 
country. How coukl 1 have become a Pwicaman 
non-entity now?" President 

So, the hurdles towards a sofcitiop lo 
the I’bi\)ab problem sifll remain. Bui nuw ^ hand* 
that' the Ihime Minister has demons* ,00*1 out 
trated that he bears no ill*will towards }.'_» <11, 
Uie peo(^ of the state, rt Dxild pave the ^ ^ 
way for a fresh initiative ^ 

RKu iMfevAtowMWand ma inspector 


is Pakistan behind the 
sSudden spurt in 
JKLF-s^ponsored riots ? 

Whai will Kashnui ui the 
Nev'ties bi‘ bke? WiH the 
peace and qwel ihal cme 
has aswinatvd with the 
beautiful VaBt^y ht* sKii 
len*d by tlie eilioes cd 
gunfire? Will Kalash 
rakovK and AK dTs reidacv thi* hrAant of 
Ugliird coals ilot lCi'>hnuns have irudi* 
IH malty earned undei tlw f<ilds of 4lK*ir 
pherans? If the pnipht*lN of ihumi in the 
inleliiK'ni'e ageiKies art* to he bi'lieved, 
this could wfi he the samarm m Kasli 
mr a enupk* of years ft<in n<iw\ Afreadv. 
II seeriv, Hhe firsi signs of such an 
umnuus future are dist emble. 

Two successive bomb expkisiona at 
(he Snnagar telegraph uAice and at the 
Snnagar CKib buikkng wete fdkiwed by 
a series of p*o*l*abstan dL'monstrjtions 
in August (his year. *JV disiurtancvs 
reached a pciUi on 1 'aKtsian‘s mdiiiend* 
ence day on )4 August and look a lum 
ffir the worse with the death of Pakistan 

Ifi %'1I 


da Three-time recipieni of tin* Pr<’sr- 
denl’s pohee mi‘d<d. Wat all Ivid liern 
brcHiglit back by iht* Karooq Abdu&ih 
regime as much to silence his critics as 
to countcr the teitonsts' attacks. 

Watali got on the k*!' iiistaiiily jnd 
rounded up all ilie adivisls wImi were 
kJMiwn to harbour anti-Indian senti¬ 
ments. A massive manhuni was laun* 
died for the inilitaulH whu had g<in(* 
underground folluwing I he bomb expk>* 
sHms ai the* stale. All this only In^lped to 
pul Waluti im the top of itr lerrunsis’ hit 
list aiKl on 1 h August five armed youths 
laidi'd Ins house* in the |)osh Kaj Bagh 
kKulity ui Snnagar. 11 w niidrughl raid 
resulied in tht' death of <me u1 ihe 
assailants, a second year rollugo atu* 
dcmi. .\vaz Ahnn^d Hur. and left Waiall's 
sceuntv. guard, Abdur Kashid, with p 
bullet if^ury in his thigh. But Die HIG 
lumself escaped unhurt. A nuliunt outfit. 
Hamaah. whkh has claimed reaponsiN* 
ity tor the altnck, however, has a 
different story lo tell, 11 has cluu*>ed that 
two secuniy guards wuri' Killed during! 
thi* iiuck. Kut so far, ilie p'llicc have 
ivg succeeded in nabbing the other 
members of the group, 

Pubce ofhcuU. however, fear tliat 


Pencuown iw^uctU^ WeteTs ruManw tnm I 

President ZB*ut Hag. Though the sud¬ 
den spurt in rbu was ignored sutialy. 
K soon became obvious that they were 
tM; handiwork of (he Sriuin*bas^ ter- 
rorisK outfit. Jammu Kashmir Ubeatxm 
Front UKLFi. 

The a(tack on one of the toughest 
cops of the Kashnw poke, deputy 
inspector genera! tUJG) Ah Muhammad 
Wauk, was next un the mfiitJnta'agen* 


me bW «A Ml »rta by JKLf a cl l^ f li 

worse could be in store for them in the 
near future. It is little wonder th^ that 
chitft minister Farooq AbduUah has 
already warned the people that Paki$tar\ 
is trying to create a Pusi>ab*like situation 
in the State and never fails to ulk of the 
"storm*', that is brewing on the slate's 
we»ien) borders, whenever he gets the 
uppunumty. 

llw nteibgence gathered during the 






I,isi oiM' nitvklh i«xi Oijftrnms ili^i iht* 
JKIJ* h;is lii’i'ti ii^siurH’d ii vital i<ik‘ in 
iriMtin>! <iikI uKtKisHin in tlw* 

stjTf, Aliinx with <»lb r imlitnol ti^uups. 
ihv JKl.K IS ;ilU>>>H!is hH(jinK with tlw ' 
n*( luiiiiif'nt <il K;ishmjri vi»iilhs vth* wril * 

fx' imiMi'ird imiiiii>! 111 tiH’ UM’ iil | 
vi|ilii'.',M iiniis . 11 x 1 ^imilLk wurltiri* . 
Miim’ulu'ic iir.ir IVsktw.i; tn I'iikMan. ' 

;UMir(iiii>; til p>ili(V Nfiitu^'s, iH'Hrlv liii 
y'liiniK iiu‘11 wIh) kivi* m*tivi*cl <iK*h 
irajptih;! Ml |*jkisi<iii iMvr Ui’n HJtiitifiHl 
sot.ir lint iithri vnirii's f<H>l that iliMt' 
iirr mMrIv iltx^ sm h |M*rs<Mib w 1 x» itn- 

cillii’i irHiiuiii; <11 Imvc juhi 

rcturiK'd Inmik’ horn l‘al(is1aTi. *1 lu* hum/- 
IIS iiM'r.iiuh, a|>{>>iii'iHlv. is lohiini '•rikill 
I {.niiii|is III fivv to SIX wIh»s 4> intts hiv l<i 
lilow uj) ^iivrmiiKMii msUll.iiHins .ukI 
as»;issi}uiu< iiii|U)rhihl {HTsiMuiljlK's. ’Ms> 

piiluv claim ilMt tlxMA' inicriotfriiH hv 
IIh'Iii Iuvc iiHth vrd ihal llkir ncflils 
ar<Mii liM^ r iIh’ ih irn<4 t''*i’soiini*hili»K* ■ 
and also t<i >p>i>.' IIm' more |itr|jul;ir | 
piihiii al htniTi’s as ilH'tr asMssiikiiKHi j 
(iMikl iivjte ah urilav«Hiiiihl(’ renilHXi 
:ll1i<m^ Ik' \H'iH)U- \ 

I'he jKI.K has k en in iim* ev«*i since 
II UMs liiirixhed in tin* Sixth s and lux 
idsn hil the iH’W’x sp<»r<iilii hIIv In UlKl 
the ahiliirlioM iiihI nniitk'r nl tk lixlian 
ddilhiiiiit m ISirmiiiKham, Navnidra 
Mhatn . c rented a xtnmi. MaqhiMil Hull 
was hili'i hahue<l m iK’lln's Tilui iad l<n 
kiiH I’riiiK's. riH'ie was alsn ik* m?l 
hijackmi! ol (lie IrHli.in Aiilin<*s K<>klu*r 
Knendshij) aintaM hv Iwii youlhs. 
Ilasliim tktohi ami MuluinHiiad Asliraf 
Shall, who luve miw ukeii lehi^e m tlic 
Nelherlamls. 

Tkit IheiKI.I* has ihetaiit su^ijNirtot 
IIh’ Hakislaii (Uou|m’d K.ishmii iHtlK) 
^mveimih’iit i< alsi» iibvHKis from the 
<'laims oi iis I'rinie Mmisiei. Sdtdar 
Sikandar I (a vat Khan. He reicntlv 
I'lauiied III l.cimlnii that ii was tk Mixxilh 
ifpiTiiiioii ol his own ^ivemiiKiU wkeh 
U'kJ inspired the pro HakisUni ek'nx’nts 
tn Kashmir to ’Vlructtle" lor tkValley's 
merger wilh I’akisian. I'Ik* Hrv«dem <•! 

IK. Ktrdar Miihamnuiri Abdul (kv>aiiu 
Khan, is U'kAed tr) haw <'Vri» sent * 
j leiein'ains tn ik Dmted NalK>nf< and n 
[ k»sl <i| other world hiMks. mehidtot! the 
AmiK'siv Inleiaiiiotul. reqik^lmg lk*m 
to iiikTvepe and ship Ik* "nus.satTr uf 
Muslims*' in Kashmir by tk‘ Indian 
; .uilkiniH’s, 

j 'I'he Indian iUU(unities, nn the othei 
! hand, aie conviint^l lhal all Iks is a pan : 
nj tk I’akIslam (>lo1 (o <k slaklise Kash¬ 
mir. Hal as|H>l|iK'alt>liservers imniiI out. 
a lot Would (U*|A'iuls on k)w sth'tvssfuUy 
I till \mAh'*‘ Ukle the teiTofKls’ threats 
I and discredit Tk m in ik vvex U Ik 

I (H’lqik* 

; YumI iMmt^VSHnsgM 


The fraca» over funds 


•* ' *.•.** v-F 

Rajn iiandhi and Prafulla 
Mahonfu inutv charf^ns over 
ihv tiUmation of flottd reiuf 
nioNex 

\s tk central 
ihc benevolent ftic 
linMlier rlui comes 4«»%e 
ant fd ihe Mate 
ment when cetamlty 
Mnkes or t% It the kg 
hu0v that tk Asom (iaiu 
I’anshad f At»l*J perceives it to br? With 
7.d nxHsx) piaiple m Asx^m m ihe Knpof 
a (k'vasiatflih! d hardly the 
nirhi tnonieiu for tk Centre ancl the 
stale th’V'i'rnriM'ni to start a sUjifpntt 
iiwdi'h over tk* issm* of the* source and 
iillocaisiii of funds (or rekf and rehabi* 
titatKm. 

Ihovjd^ each sHk* claims that it was 

tk otkT that xfartt*d tk ahercatHKi, il 
IS ckar that the imira'cliale provocatMm 
came from lk*llii. f hi prevsNis occasanns 
when the stale was inundated by tViods 
(kimu the Iasi year, centra aid came in 
but only alter repeidc<l spik'als by the 



Uahama (rlghO mUh V.f . SMQh. hMng out 

state* Kuvemnu*nt. And that lun was 
tjiven ^udirtni^ly and with stnn$|s 
jtt.H'hcd 

'rhe A<d* had not fnntotten last year's 
expeneni'e and mj Iks lime it decided to 
lak cat a more pragntatic and deter* 
nimi'd approach and leave nothing to the 
Centre’s evinces. It down to the 
>ih. after the third wave of floods hit Ihe 
stale m July A rvmirandum was sub* 
n^red to the Centre ev<en as the UnioD 
ajmoiliuie mmkter Rhaiaii Lai was visit* 
mK the fkxid'hit dtstmls^ Assam. The 
AiH* pefitkmed U* Ks 39.29 crores so 
that It could carry out its prosrammea 
fur rekef and rehaklitaiion 

Uui the Centre did nut respond. 1>ie 
A(iH fioveriment's pattence ran out, 
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especially when a fresh delude swept the 
stale m ble Auftust I'ausinj; far greater 
damajEc than the precedinp ones. A 
delejzaton of eishr A< M1U and M LAs 
met the Prime Minister and ihe Presi* 
dent and in separate memoranda urged 
them to gram Ks ‘i(*i creres im* 
mediately. 

The natxinal Opposition began to rally 
behind the AGP. and slowly but surely 
the issue was getime prilitkised. I'hejan 
Murcha leader, V.l*. Sui^di. lent his 
voice to the churub, atxl on his vpxit Lo 
Guwahati in early September, he flayed 
the Centre for its inddference towards 
Assam. Sengh tellmgly noted that it was 
rushinK lo the help of even a foreign 
country like RangJ^esh (Assam's hete 
noin) which was also reeling under 
floods, but ignoring Assam. The mes 
sage was Inud and dear to Delhi: Assan 
would no longer take such slep*mothi‘rl\ 
treatment lying down. 

But instead of bemc helpful or con 
cihatofY. Rajiv Gandhi lurried aggreb 
sive. Qandk's main allegatiuns against 
Ihe state government were that since 
Ihe floods kl Assam no “capital memor* 
andum". ghing a detailed break-up of 
the amount required, was submitted to 
the Centre. Nor Hid il acrmmt for ihe 
amount granted dumg Iasi year’s floods. 
No progress report was 0ven on bow 
the margin money of Rs 7.25 crores. 
meant fi^ relief, had been utilised, the 
Prime Minisier said and added that funds 
meant for this purpose were used in 
other waya, gkmg the impression that 
the state govemmerit NkJ adequate 
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resources (o cope with the siiuitxa.. 

Kortanately for the Assam chief mmt{* 
ter Prafulla Mahants and his aides, facts 


fTbeWs biggest debtor 


Rab« OandM dur(r>9 Me veeeM vlaH lo Aiiiw: 
•OQreesIve tt«K« 

were ur> their side, and they could refute 
most of the alk'irnlions c4rfivirKmjdy> At 
press conicrcncen held in Guwahati. 
Cakulta and Madras dunnjt (he National 
h'ront'.s tneotins. Mahantn pointed cut 
that several menHiranda h^. m fait, 
been submitted to the Centre sare the 
state was hit by flnods and lhat the stale 
government [ia<l periodically reporied 
Iww the maripn money was spent. 

Why is the issue of rebef a routine 
matter in fkxid'prone Assam, be ms 
politicised this year? Some observers 
SQuarcly blame Mahunla for the con* 
troversy because, accordingio them, he 
had committed a breach uf protocol by 
not receivins the PM on his arrival in 
DibruKarh. the maj<^y feel that the 
AOP could have repisiered its protest 
only through such a defiant eesture. 

Some thmse that the AGP. whMdi 
was generally tNught to be "soft" 
towards (he Congressfl). has. for (he 
fksi time, staunch backed the Opposi¬ 
tion by joining the Natinnd) Front. And 
this b what has irked the Congress 
which hopes to use the issue of fund 
disbursement as a pobtical lever. lUiiv 
CandhiV attacks on ih^ AGP are per* 
ceived as an effort t<i resuscitate the 
CongressG) in Assam. 

* ffut this diatribe is unlikely to impress 
the people who oo^ want normaky to be 
restored And by indulging in an acrimo* 
nious exchange with the AGP. the 
Congress sui^s more to lose than the 
AGP. 


Wilh aS4fiO mitifon arnufr in 
VSeorUrihution. Uw ihtiuul 
Nations is /ricwik o sewn’ crisis 

If the limed States'M ihi* 
roe Iknim* had proved 
m be (he undoing of tin* 
League NaiKxis n is the 
saim* ciiuntry's l4ilure to 
meet Ms fmaiK ial eoninii 
ments lhat has brought 
the linrted Natxjns to ih^* hnnk ol pi nl. 
Wnh US arrears toiaBmg a record $ 4WI 
milbofl over Ihi’ b«l lwi» years, "ihi* I'N 
has )u^t about enough money to ]nill on 
With Its iW'giNng pro(('<’l^' < iH^‘orillng to 
(he fomwr pn*sideni ot iN* <k*ni*ral 
AsM.mbly Pder Florm. flow the siluii 
lion wMI be resolved k anybody s guess. 
Ihii as a fi.S spoki'sinaii in flw limutf 
NaiKMis said, hrs country pLuis in "pve 
Ihi' orga»s.4iaxi three chegu<*s Irom I 
(Viiibi^ lo end'Novemlwr for a totnl c«t 
i 144 mribon". whnh win slid leave (U* 
urg;iniPAlion oi the red 
iTw total UN budget for IW ts $ 
M75.P millv«t. Td jidy 1 WVl. ilw UN's 
arrears suisiunted lo $ lit 12 million. Us 
len largest debtors are ihe V.S ($ 4fiii1i 
rrallion}. Swlh AfncaiS .Tl.^ milbi>ni. 
Brazil (% 17.9 mlboni. Iran ($ 12.1 
miUioid. the USSR. cxvUiduig IHiraine 
and Byelorussia l$ 9.H nulbonl. Argenti¬ 
na IS ti.JmBinn). MexKo(Sii.2nHllHin), 
Israel (% 4.7 mOirmh Poiand i$ 4.II 
miBKml and Korruna f$ 4 niilMiK A 


I ojunlry's nrrears lan he allowed u» 
* otturnuUie upio .t immoi. Km ns ihe 
outgoing piesicUni of Uu* lieiier.d 
Asstinblv. K«*ier Klonn. s.ik). on 
S(>[)U*mhtT the diy wIhii iIk* eleiiioii 
for ihf iww president was held. "A 
intmilx'i of th<* t'N which is in an eat'' m 
I he paviiK'iM of its fiiiarK’Hil I'ontnbutroiis 
to the (»rgaiusaigm shall have no voir in 
the General Assembly if (he auviuni ol 
ils on ears equals or evi eed^ ihc iiniuiint 
(M the i'ontnbulKins diM* Irtim it fni ttie 
lirtncdMig two fidl veins..." Thid js 
iirxSoulitedIv <i elenr warning llwl Ihe US 
would nig hi uikiwed to vote if il didn'l 
|xiv up. 

Will t\n‘ l^h luiv up? Said a sl«]ie 
(Jepamiienl spokesman ill the UN: **fhjr 
g*«veinim*nl li^ issue a rhrcjue of $ 
Hft i> miflKin on 1 (k't<ilx*i. anoilwr of t 
2H.i> imllKHi In end lK'lolH'r and S 2h.H 
inillitKi by end-Novenhi't. And lliiit is 
giNiig lo relrH w Ihe siUialjon lo a great 
exlenl ." The Congress IS yH in vote on 
(hr suics*«ding yisir's (ontntHition of $ 
214.9 mifhon Kven afier iIk US pays up 
the eh|)ecled $ ]44 niilln'O ihrs year, il 
will »nil have lo up a stuggi^ring $ 
TiiST.H million. 

Why h.is iIm* us alk^wcd lU to 
Ihi* l^N u> gr«jw? According 1 0,0 UN 
offHvI dcatnig with the subp'ct, the US' 
fiMit dragging {>n payrtKnts bt gan in tlx* 
earlv Seventies, wlwn "the US was 
litrrally hiiacked by the <kn’i'iopiiig wrrrid 
.ukI used by developing countries lo 
promote ideals and sKaicgv^H thal ore 


I In M»w Vort: Mnp a Hfimlal «M 


1 h»UN 









irwU* hsmJ .mli Imv itix'ok 
while the rsSK sixvVbslitllv i 
thi> rtuiil WntU s fliM'iKh. 4 i)rini’Mi 
(/S vabie*”. Mr “Wift ilk- r> *,1' hImj 
Ikh'vH d\ tiu* third >S nr Id's sci|>|Mk^l uJ 
Ar>ilk <Nnmlllrs •mcl tlH’ir rU r|i Icnsitkiv 

Inwards Ki;krl "Nr.irl/ Im* sjmI.'Ims .< 
^Irckll^ ((MISlltkle'IM V III tlu* ^Hil fix* 

imHi ir;ks<in why Th<* I'S su|i|"i(ls IkncI 
ks Miirilr Ki'•" 

Tlx* hides 'I dkdHil in tlx' TS li'ri i'd 

Ihe aMiikiiv \u f Ixk/se }«*iweriiffiinw'xlN 
<11x1 iiilrrn<irN>Mjl piHknlrs <nid Itelwt'en 

(>ri wriuld Ih* dii«*il1y brnHi 

(I4I U> US (DiivliUu lll^ and ai(iltilaU*nil 
iniUaliveK. ' AFti'r all. a vritt* frr $ 2tH» 

ti> tU* UN Oucs rHrt tpvv the 



I RerUltfRMgtn. going •tow «nB«T«n«n1« 

j titwcniMH'iii kir jwriy ain Vkrtes," In fiK t. 

! <MX' lit I hr ll^lslH1^ why I’resideni 

I KiviK^n IviM )ji>rk* slow <tr I hi* UN 
I puyniriUs IS .1 ih'srtc tu pass llw btuK oil 
' U> Itu* im’M I'tosideiU 

<in 2i> S'pirmbei t*icsick nl Kvai&tn 
jddresiMxl thr Ck*rH iiil Assf’inhlv, llnr<] 
oil I he iKX'IsikI his sisii wilUotiK* Iht* US’ 
clwqiio «>l $ 8 r> (i iniilMxi, 1 >M' iHohkni of 
paynu’tus inav h^ive tM’<*ii nn nwvit.ihk 
coiisci|ueiKt' of i;[obal pohtK s and the 
UKUMsmK stren^dh erf Ihe iK>n-j|i>9ii*d 
bloc in lh(‘ wvrki tnidy - the* litol rostill 
ol which was llie ek*cIiLknol M^nie Mana 
Uaputo of Aigisitinn as the presvk'nt of 
il>e 4 !ird lioneml AssemlHy •-M ii is 
still difficiill t<k undiTslarKl. Most of thv 
rionov it ow 4 "i the UN has alreadv been 

• 4 ♦ 

voted hv the Coti^ress. eteii IhtUKh it 
has riirt vrt bi*en p.iid. The US is atso 
relmtaiii lo have Us share \A coninbu- 
[ I lolls {•> the UN reduced Iroiik (Iw 
I present ^0 i>er rmit lor tear nl kisttijf 
nifiti liAei'itu ki«>:ai iis.it H Ml. IV (lues 
tionl'NollVwK iin'ikoki askii^is. ’ S^hy 
dot'«n'( 11 dieri pA) iin Ivih?” 

Hkmd MHrwMtw r»f* 








‘red’alert 

/t ih e joint i 'enfre -stale 
action aftainst "left 
extremism " aimed at 

s 

s tent min ft the growth of th£ 
iPF? 

It wus disKuiU and anKtr. 
at \he adniuMiratiflfi s fat- 
lure tr> prevent the maa* 
saerr of hapktis Hanians. 
that motivated a youth to 
blacfccn the face of the 

_child nurwier. Hirt K is 

hurt diKTUv and few that miUivates the 
Kuvemmeiu lo aliikc oul at ihe Indian 
I’eopivs Kront (II^K) which is fasi 
emerfpnR aa a mafnr pulhicat force *1 
bihar. i^urtmR from the lodifouty of 
haviiifi his face smeared with Mack pMOl, 
Azad has launched an al-out atiaik on 
the urj&miMiMHi wlx«e aciivisi was 
resprinsiMv for Ihe ad Of iourw. Ik* 
move IS looted tu be |ur1 of a massive 
operaikin lu wipe out 'left extremism" 
in Hihar. a b OixTalxm Htack lliuiidrr. 

AiTorcbnn to uileHiiEence sources, pa- 
ra^afatarvand armed troops would be 
moMksed lo raid the lUJ>oM hideouts nf 
the exlremnds n the distncis ufjehana* 
bad. AuranRxhad and Gaya. But obser- 
svrs feel that (be move is a desperate 
bid by Ihe Cunsressfl) to stem the 
leruwtli of the IHK 

IbouAh die nihoR party has al akmg 
been aware of the threat that i( faces 
hum (he Iff. U was ^Mrred into actwci 
bv the ihree'day state levef ccxden'ncc 
held by the Front at which (he IPF 
ciaairTTvirL NaRbhushan Patnad;, directed 
Ihe party cadres to preswre fttf the 
ctntxxis and consolidate (he party’s 
rural base. Fatnaik also hutted at the 
possibikiy of an aliance with the Lok Dal 
and the CPI. the two other parties which 
have esiabinhed ihemsdves ui rural 
Kihar. 

Bat a jutfit Cerure-state prognnvne. 

uslensiMy A«nH*d ai fhishini; nm exlrem- 

isis. could usher 01 the trend of conirofl' 
t.itinnisl publics. Already, the IFF has 
heifun i<i feel the heat as many of ds 
kaders alleiee (hat the Rovenunent is 
iryinx to mipbeate IFF activisu m the 
massacre of Harvana. They aBeRe that 
pobce officials had connived with Harer* 
am Yadav of the Lorik Sena in Ihe 
massacre of the Hariians in iehwiabad. 



Nspbiwah^ pmtm •Odr«stli>g an me rarty: 
grewMa aopulamy 

Yadav, they say. had been shitted to 
HazanhaRh Jail from the Jehanabad jail 
n>st one day before the Nonhi NsRwan 
kdlHiRS, But after the Damuha'KhaRari 
l anoRe - whuh thu local pe<^ suspect 
was the handiwork of Yaduv who had 
been released fnmi )ail fur a few hours to 
cocnmit the crime—he was returned to 
HauribaRli Jail. 

[>r Vinayan. president of the uuiktwed 
Mazduor Kisan S^nirram Sanuti (MKhSi 
wonders why Hareram Yudav has nut 
been intenvRated about the murders 
despite his welMtnuwn track record. 
Vinayan alleRes that Yadav has escaped 
puhee mlerruRatwn, thanks tu the pro¬ 
tection of his political mentor. 
Rdmashr4y Frasad Singh of the ClT He 
atso feels that wMk Ihe activists of the 
MKSS and IFF vroukl become easy 
larRels for the police, Ihe K*inl aciiori 
would also resuh in the vklunisatiun oJ 
the very Harijans that Ihe government 
professes tu protect. 

So. the ConRressUl and the [FF are 
RranR to be looted in battle even before 
the elecucfts are due in take place. And 
the Congressd) has reason to feel 
threaten^: in the last Assembly elec* 
(bns. the IFF had contested 52 seau 
and in three constituencies its candi¬ 
dates had turried out to be close run¬ 
ners-up. 

While the I)r Vmaywi-led MKSS wOl 
not pai tickle m the elections, it may 
'’launch a campaign durhiR the elecikAS 
to protest against the electoral malprac* 
(tfeft and ensure (hat the landless loo get 
a chance to exercise their franchise", he 
declared. Al ei ail. the next elections wilt 
be a testing ground for both the IFF and 
Congressfl>. Will the IFF be able to 
score a lead over the Congressd) with 
(he huge base that it has built in rural 
Bihar or wil the ruling party still have 
theedge^ 
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Terms of disagre^ent 


N. r. Rama Rao'splan to ^ 
inatall his son-in-law. 
Chandrahabu Naidn, as 
chief of the Pradesh Krishak 
Parishad is foiled by the A F 
High Court 's ruling 


N.T. K^mA Kiii> priiiviS4*». 
the Ili0\ CiHjri (lisfMwes, 

Vor nearly six nxetths 
now I he liwf numsier hai; 
been ityum to hit 

son mOiiw Chandnbahu 
Sauhi as (he prvsideiu t4 
the nll-powcrful I’rad.'sh Krishak 
PariiUud, Hut every time his move has 
been foiled by the Itiph Court. The 
blest incident occurred on 19 Septeni' 
bet when justice 
Upendrabl WaKhray 
iIh» order 
Naidv 

a« the 

foSlowmK 

(he writ petition filed 1 

by Peddireddy 
Lhehgal Keddy. a 
member o( the Ubar- 
atiya Khshah Samaj. '' 

Keddy questioned ^ ' V 

the validity ol 
Naidu’s reappoint- . 

ment when the W ^ _ 

Hiah Court had W , 

quashed hJS earter I . 

ai^mitinent to the . j 

post on 31 Auj^ust- \ / 

The 12 Sepiem- 1 J ^ > 

ber reappointment A 

of Naidu was hailed J 

by NTR at a press I 

conference in Tiru* ^ 

rJ'p I e m b e r <»*«'«>««"«».i 
where he claimed that his son-at-bw was 
the ‘iMst avadable person in the stale to 
hold the post" as Ik had a doctmte in 
agriculture, had wurked with the agricul¬ 
ture d^Krlmem and. above all was a 
farmer. He denied that he had pulled 
strings so that Naklu couk) be appointed 
for the post. 

Whatever be Nl'K’s claims, the fact 
remains that llie chief minster has tried 
every trick in the book to appoint hs 
son*in*Uw as the president of the 
Parishad. In fact, just four dayn before 
the division bench passed the verdKi. 


the pakik-d theTbshlm 

Krishak Pan^ud Bill /unid^t a walkout 
by the Oppoefi«ofi.«‘lhr BIB empowered 
thi* I’anslW. pccsidnit to .wi as the 
i Iwirninn ot the body liU .i new «ii.iimisui 
IS ekreted iv appomted under Sixiion 2H 
ol the Al* Kashira Krishak I’nnslLid aial 
AUk-d B<idiua Ad. I<W7. 

I'hi* Iktl WH» snuiKiv iTitkised hy HU 
tlw OppoMiem parties of ih** slate '!%* 
state aei rciarv f<e IheCianmoiMSt Ibitv 
iif India fCPlK N. f on lYasid. saMk ^lV 
tun was etiMtvd to vvctmiveiit iho 
odium of Niwiu Nonjc dubbed <ui oxira- 
consiiiutKirMl «futhoni> and Ui twinit hsn 
wii h in 1 hV M>*ca lk*d < on stil ul h • iwl 
Iranx'work ^ out ilut llw Ai1 

em|itiwt*ri'd Naidu to mlcrferc* in the 
Inn tkmintf iif ahiMKl aD departriwnts 
thuiugh the creation of a >upi'r' 
deparimeni namely, (hr Krishak 
Parishad," he said that NI K owx-d an 
expUnatnifi and apukigy 1 u the people for 
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ChendreMOv HMm (Ml «mhH r. Am hM 


perpetrating a fraud no ibeni. NTK, he 
aBeged. was trying (o inpose Ik son-ei* 
law as his successor by bringing hm m 
through the beck door. 

The CPI has abo urged the Governor. 
Kumudben Jofthi,nol to approve the BtH 
as k was "aulhurttarian ^ undemnera- 
Ik". Ch. Kaieswara Rao of (he CPI said 
(hat (be High Court had vmdicaied the 
OpposHkm paries' stand againsi the 
‘YrWary. puliticaly moiivaied'' plan uf 
foisting fimdtt on the people by quashing 
his appomlment. 

The petjtiuner. Chengal Reddy, was 


no less viA'al m denomuing 
nsHivc. He puinli-d out (hat NTK w.is .i 
great advocale for ckvuiir.ilisiitHMi Imm 
I n* prHilised double Klaoddrd^ whrii il 
came to tlw Affkipi of his own adminisitji- 
tHMi ”llow enn a nisiiiiuiU'd bixlv i*x4.o 
iwe amtrol over six mimstrieK m llic 
stale?** he asked, 

Nairlu luii been :t i ontroviM Sol figuri* 
ever smee he delected from ilie Con- 
gressil) ni BiKi and jfHn«>d NTK s Tt-hi 
gu lYs.'im Party (J DJ'l. Hesiiilc NTK s 
piulainAlusts ngHirwl defect ion. Nnidu 
was maninated foi Iht* ’ri)l**» general 
se«'iHardship Hiough the move was 
opposed by man V in ilk' piiriy. ii drew 
the nvKi '<cathiiig cntk’ism from N'i’K's 
(Khii son-ni-law, l)r (>. Venkateswar 
Kho. w(u> is m^w the hralih niinslcr in 
NTK's Cabinet. 

|( Is tx'beveil I hit NoiUu’s nomination 
u» Ilk' gtmerAl si'crvinry IimI effeclively 
stalled Viiikateswar Kao's entry into the 
Cabnwt. But the clasli Ik'twi'cn the two 
sons-in taw came into the open during 
the BWi) IVV convention when Kiu/s 
supporters itauiichly opposed the move 

? | liMHJSt Kho friHiithe 
I presidency of the 
I youth wing Naidu 
I had his way mid Kao 
I ha<l to quit his post 
I .It tile Tcliigu 
I Yuvatha. However. 
I Kao, l<Mi. had his 
i revenge when he 
was indue led into 
the Cabinet and Ik' 
relieved Naidu of the 
party’s general 
secretaryship, 
jhirugh (here is a 
stalemate right now. 
it IS rumoured that 
Naidu may lie given 
the post again wixal 
with N’l’K being 
even more burdenetl 
after his appoint- 
rnenl as chairman of 
the Nationai Frtml. 
CA«<wr i>*»»** I'he war <if suc¬ 
cession that goes on 
has only made the Opposition panies 
clamour (or NTK's resignation. 'IV 
recent move to foist Chandrahabu Naidu 
as the pnlilical heir may only spur the 
Opposition tu launch a sustained cam¬ 
paign against the IDP (InKin minister 
Vengala Kao has already taken the lead 
and has demanded NTK’s resignation as 
be claitni that the chief minister has 
lust the ’*mural autlvmty In rule ". And if 
the electorate too begins to share Ven- 
gala Kao’s views, it could spell trouble 
(or the chief minister. 

MuSumdaw C. ManaakNyitofatod 




UNITED INDIA 
INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

(A aubsiOiArv of tne 

Goooroi insijr«no« Corporation ot India) 

24 WM Aoad, MMw 600 014 

MTA rpi4 


HERE’S ONE LOVELY REASON WHY 

YOU SHOULD TAKE 
UI’S HOUSEHOLDERS 
INSURANCE POLICY 


Msurvakiabte beioo^ngs 

Tha>gs that you lol for. Things (hat 
ycxj buy for ycur wife and farrwfy To buM 
your own world of comfort and 
haopmess 

Wouldn't )4XJ Mce to do everytrw>g 
vcu possibly can to keep that world safe 
andsaoae^ 

UnHed indtfs Householders 
Insurance fbicy is one way of giving your 
wife and family a sense of secixity about 
your belongngs 

sm ttMs or>e policy you can corer 
The bukfeng and contents of your house 
agamsl burglary, hre. flood, li^tning. 
cyclone, riot, earthquake and other such 
misloniate and penis. The goods covered 
could include anylhrig from refrigaram. 
VCRs and music systems to watc^tes. 
cooking appiiarves and fumitiae. 

* So whether you M in a metrcK 
polftan city, emeu town or viiagc; whether 
you have household goods worth 
Rs 25.000 or 1.00.000. Unfed India’s 
Householders lr\surance RoMcy «ihe one 
simple step ti^ comprehensive security A 
sensible act of cauhon tfiat shovs how 
mjch you care 

Actmr.ComiCl any of our 
lOOOofllCM. 
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Lever takes it all 

The Unilever style of functioning is being gradually imposed on the newly 

acquired Brooke Bond, Lipfon and Pond's 




vrt iK'iiuybi'. 

V l>r A^liok 

ch^iirtniii). Ilmdusiiin 
lA'vtn, ib ni>T ihh* id 
liulia'b I'orpoi atv 

tnkeijvur iirfijits. Hui ovtt thi* Vitt not 
Hiid d (lull ctiipire^ hn> 

jffown by almost Ks fiixi 
(hrouizh j «vnc^ of ialu^)v«'r^, 

Thtr Kprawlihi; ih w industrial ktroup id 
which (fHn>fuiy » iviw ihr dc* /Ato 
supcrlHiss i$ii Ks l/;^>*cA;rc i'iAasus. 
h Jticludcs siMiic id the best kmiwn 

RMrkerinjj c<impanu*v tii [rKlui***HdKh>>* 

tan Uwer, UriMiko H«>ikI. l iptitn fiidu 
iutd I'lxul’s. Alsu IP Itn’ rh»w lenHjp arc 
thrii* smaller conipainrs. NiMrrU n Indui. 
Ill Mini DiviiiKi Tvj|<imnVa Ksiat<'« Uidui 
Ll(i. 'JuKt'lher, thi.i clutch id seven 
(i)(llp.illies IS i*a>i;v the third brifesl 
iiiiliisinal hiAiM* tii liHliri and bv lWf 7 
fitnJrtxJ w,n ahead id I he <ilU*r fmiH* 
lunot Tshke iK M<hIis, iIm I'h.tpars .hk} 
till' SlIlpiMMUV 

JIui M Is an irKhi'liMl tiomv vlu<*li, 
*K](Jh eniHi^ili, ht- umth' intu heni^ 
almitsi b\ .KiKkiil l.inliMi junied ihe 
Hiniluscm U*vei i<>kl wUn Us parent 
I'lipipani m tlK> ruined 
bcuKhI tip III Kk* Titshv Vniievfr pic, the* 
t^owerlul muliirvitRm;iI which h<dd» 4 fil 
per ciiU slake in llinchistM) Level, 
hronkc 1 kind's (wreiit sullcted a Miniil.ir 
late* when ii was swalkwcd u|i by 
I'nilo’tT m ly?cj Aud in lieiM'jnber 
ItUKL Uniit*ver, winch has bc'cn on a 
huyiHK apree lor IIh* List lew vears. 
bouKhi I'S muiimatiuriai Chesi^hmupii 
h«id's Inc. 

To the world ai brKv. Loxt has 
omsiKitnllv mainiouk'd that lhes<' own* 

t 

crshifi chani^rs would not b.iv«‘ any 
impact on Its opiTaiuins in Indta. HuC 
bchtiKl Uk> sttMies, a senes ol majtw 
rhanjjcs luve taken piace. niHl «txiipany 
executives are tcluLianr to laik about 
them. 

The first clear iiKikation of \\k‘ teay 
the w)nd was hlnwmir ' onie m Au|{ust 
] 9 ti 7 , when (rankly was <*o>ipii’d as an 
additional diiecinr on ihe Hrrvike Jtund 
board. Then in June this y'ear, <>animly 
moved uixibtrusivelv evHn the buard of 
h>nd‘t, Similarly, KrookeBond I'Kximtan 
C.S Samuel and I'ond’s chairman V. 
Nanyinan were br<iudtt onto the board 


of Hmdusiifi Lever m .Autfust (Wtr 
Ihe lij|> level iiianueuvruiK has cTe* 
aied rumUnits and a cbnnie id uik^r 
Uuniy m aH the corporaiiuns. Hut ilus 
summer, ihe firvl t^ien indnaiKxis td 
sweeping chanifes wer«* evident al oIook 
the Ime. KniiUlv. I^m^s exmiUve 
vK'e preMdent C.H. Niijtesw'dra Ktddv, 
who was «Hwe tipped lo head thr fiim. 
was naiveO to ilmdusian Lever as a 
deputy KviHtal nui«iix*r m the personal 
products division. OibiT coiporate 
movo> hnw also (leen Ukinp pb<v. K.K 
Nair. ihv iteneml faiiory maiiajeei nl 
Hindustan Lever » Sewree lactory. has 
recently been moved m 4s dirertor 
(lechrvcalt 'd Kruuke Bond. HeSides 
tlus. LeverV atnt'rH manaicerJrnrpnraie 
development. K S. Snnivasaniurthv, 
has bi'en appointed chief cMtcuiive 


vr of Naardtm Indvi. Stwernl U*vei 
perstMUK'l luive betii ns»ved lo Tea 
Ksiiites India iiiicJ the I wo other sinailer 
cumpiinK^s. And other clunpeH are on 
tlk'ir wav ton. Si'Veral more |M.‘isoiinel 
are likely to he moved between Hr<»oke 
Ik aid and Lever in the n<*;ir future. And 
llu're IS evvn u simnu rumiHir in Horn* 
bay suiqxH^ie eirL‘k'*« 1)1.11 V, Kastur* 
ira»i{an, jMwrdl nianauei ol Lever's 
personal l)^odU(1^ divisHina , may soon 
shfl to 3 semor pii'<t ;il I’ond'h. 

'I'hi* staff transfers havi* Ikwii the first 
ciMKTete indk'alMins <it the sluipt' of 

Ilunpy toeiHiic, hut t'veii biwvT i Kinpt^K 
have akready been takiriyt Ixhind 
tie* MViies uvet the fiasi year .illectiiiK 
l^•nd*a cliamnan Natovanni) anr) hriKike 


Uavar haadgsiarif»in 
bomber wind* ol ehenpe 


TIh ipnwN M« MatM group 
ol which fingdy b tht * Mo 
chinan b > Rs i .OSOcrero 
coioKus. H indula some of the 
heii laieim eofflfwbi in 
IndMMtstan lew, Braehe 
BoidiUiaMhiiiad 


•VNoavh-eoMM 




PrMtp Ova: RWliMAO uMi-kld 

Bond chairman Samuel. 1*hnuKh the 
exact dale ii not icrtam. it n definite 
that bv nud0987, Unilever had mdicated 
that OanKuly was the bcita of the group s 
opentioiisin India. Accordingly, both 
Narayanan and Samuel began infurmiHv 
meeting Onngulv regularly. Major 
corporate deciaxma had to he cleared 
with Canguh’ before they were passed 
on to Unilever in Umdon. I>urwg the 
course of 1SK7. a national management 
committee for (he entire* group was set 
up. It consisted of (janguJy. Narayanan. 
Samuel and Lipton chairman 15. k: 
Sliah, Additionally, on the management 
conunitlee wne other senior executives 
from the compsnies imluding J.S. 
Sabharwal who has recently been 
<^)|X 1 i^ted ntanaging diro^lor «if Brouhe 
B<ind. Lipton's senior VK’e-president 
l\K, I hut. S M. Dutia. Lever’s senior 
vice-president tierhnkal). I*ani- 

kar. Lever’s VH'e*presiderit (commer¬ 
cial), and K.H. Uadiseth, Lever's vice- 
president (personm*!), Dadiscth is m 
charge nf (vrinm aspects of pers<innel 
police for the etittre group. 

The centralised coni ml system is 
likely to k‘ad to a k>t of othiT changes as 
weh. TIk* Lever reorgamsalKin is bkely, 
in particular, to affect the future corpo¬ 
rate plans ol all four companies. t>nv 
scenario for the futun* is that Lever 
which has excumded steadily into the 
core sector dunng the last decade wd 
t'onlmuc m ihis diret'tion. It inay di'cidv. 

as a result, to shed its (lerscxi^ pn>ducts 
div«Min ;iiid hand it over to Ponds, 
wlui h ha-i fared crcdilabty over the bst 
tew years despite lieai V tx>nvetitx>n m 
(he ituiiket. KriKike Bond will get the 
t«*i business and biMixi will concentrate 
cm huikbng up ks xtrengih m food and 
beverages. This year. Lipton has 
already had one major Mcvess with it^ 



t.n.Bhah atearmo iipcen 

Ih chM|M M iff taUni piMt 
cm « no lorprtM to aym 
Wbr «Wi tta wty Ufimr 
worid, Tho oonpHy hM corWn 
rigU oyotoM whM iro fokvo^ 
md toe worti Ai I roftot, I 
degTN of ftondvdiitoNi becpmoo 
to e vito to e 


tetrapak drmk. Tree Top, 

Kven if Undoes not woric out quite bke 
that, the moves of the four enmpames bi 
the future are Uedy 1 <i be on these bnes. 
In 1983. Hindustan Lever handed over 
Its ediMe fats and dary and animal feed 
stuff chvisions to Liplon sn that il couU 
retain its KKKA status, Sunilar changes 
are definitely being toyed with at the 
moment. Earlier this year, the head uf 
Ixver’s pemmal products (bviskm. Kas- 
lunrani^n, was asked toconduct a study 
<in the feasibity of transierrmg the 
division to Pond s. Hie personal pro* 
ductsdhriSMm hanfles a range uf pro¬ 
ducts hke iHi9iaL Close Up and Pepso- 
dent toothpastes. Clinic and Sunsdk 
shampoiis and skin cream Fair and 
Lovely. 

SenMjr l«v«r executives, however, 
insist that ev-en if they do hand over 
s;ime products, they wil defirwiety keep 
the mure sucerssful ones Uie Sunsdk 
and Fair and Lovely which are bmg 
extremely wel in ihe market. Lever has 
also stop^ makmg its Erasnuc shaving 
cream and it is bkely that Pond's may 
start making shaving creams si some 
point of tmc. 


T he other cumpanies are also likely to 
take a carekil look at their product 
knes. Pond's which has made-a valiant 
attempt to get a grip on the soap 
market, may give up the attempt and 
leave the held clear for Lever. Brooke 
Bond, meanwhile, has already aban¬ 
doned some of ns diversificaiinn efforts. 
Its attempts to sell tw(>*whe«)m failed 
mL'erably and it is also abandoning its 
effottr^ to expand into meal products. 
Lever «'xecutivrs, however, insist that 
thi* tea divisions of Brooke Bund and 
Uptun will be kept separate and that 
executives will not be shifted between 
these divisions. 

Some of Levei V facilitws have also 
started being shared. Courses .it Lev¬ 
er's (tulua training centre arc being 
attended by executives from alJ four 
companies. TTw exei'uiivcs arc jJiires* 
sed by semor pcrs'inncl frcNti the entire 
gn>up mcludmg Narayanan. T)ie vxim:u> 
uves are also being sent to Lever's 
training centre at Four Acres in (he 
United States. 

ITie compartK's have also started mak¬ 
ing use of Lever's resi-arch and develop 
ntcni centre at Andhen in Bombay. 
tXer the years (he U‘vvr rcseanh 
centn* has ^veloped a formula hie ri'pu 
tat km for its rvseanii ai*tiviiK»K. In fact, 
one of the nuin jobs assigncJ to Doug 
Walker, tht* biad nf the fisid rosearrfi 
and develupnierit grtHiji. is to ciKirdinatc 
food reseanh between Brisikc Bond 
and Lipton. 

C.9 gaimi»! (left) and V. Marsysnan; movino up 






< MKh«i;A u w \ 


The changes that are takmK place 
come 39 nu surprise to anyone familiar 
with the way Unilever works. The 
company hss certain hRid systems which 
are foUowed all round ihe wra'Id. As a 
result, a decree uf standardisation be* 
comes almost inevitable. 

Resides, there is also the example of 
what happened Rradually to t jptun in the 
70 s. When Lipton was taken over by the 
Unilever group, it wan faring very poor¬ 
ly. Gradually, some of Lever’s best 
people were sent to Lipton. Pradip Dutt. 
Liplon’s senHir vice-president, was one 
of Lever's marketing whiz'kids who wa« 
partly responsible lor the success of thi' 
company's personal products division in 
the 70 b. Lipt<in did take a beating when 
It tried lu make a break into the soft 
drink market by intrudm ing '^1' a lew 
years ago. Of late, however, it has 
redeemed this failure by making a nin* 
nway success of its nev fruit dnnk Tree 
'Pop. Lipton is also planning to mtriKkire 
several new produtts. Ii is test market¬ 
ing chcKolales, biscuits and pasta. 
Almobt sll UptiMi’s lop piTsonncI are 
people who liave beim secunded from 
Lever. 

But Lipton's personnel did Tmd to 
their discisiifiture ihat m the end they 
had tu do things the Unilever wav. 
LiptiHi in the pre*Unilever days was 
iypK'al of a company set up durrng the 
c^iiial ern, in some ways For instance, 
the compjmy originally had three dining 
rixims and a tradition o| elaborate hin* 
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c*hes lor senur maA.igers, In ik-w' 
Hangalon* offW’cs. I.^un lias iomi« 
round to the more cipihianan system of 
having cine hmchrcHim for all its siaft, 

Sanibr situatxins arcalreiKly crr^pping 
U|) at hma’s and Brcslie Ikmd. AU the 
managerial llmdusian Lvwr. an.hiding 
Ganguly. iravH by Amhassadi^rrars and 
llv ixonomv class on all intc rrul fhglits. 
pond's c^mnan Nurnyanan us<*s a Mer¬ 
cedes Heiu. Ilie i^'ver maitiger iranv* 
ferred tu Hr in ike reccnlly loimd 

lie was enmled iu use a Kov«i IftHKi. 

(Kvi tht' next Ove ye vs. a hamiii* 
nisatHin i 4 suUnes ol aB ihvoantiami's is 
bkely lu take |il;H e. 11ie itvnpai.i rssaxi 
to have decided that individual saUnex 
slxiuld not he lut m any way In llv* king 
run. howevci, Ihr ciimpany is saxi In bi* 
Ihmkmg m lenna of a more ivnlral 
laed rec'nnlnvmt syslan. on Ihi* knes ol 
ihe Taij Admmislrative ScrvKi*. 


W it Inn Leve rs the sudden expiin^uon 
has been received wilh dislifwlty 
mixed feelings. On one lurid, l•vlgKlnv 
exei'utives in U'V’er are enthuswstk' 
about the changes, viewing ih(*m as new | 
opportunities opening up. I In the olhc'r < 
fund, how’ever. it has meticulously plui 
ned careers. Many i*)ieciiliv(*s have 
been suddenly sent siT^inibling tu find 
ou< who the tvgh-OyYrs are ai Ikmd s and 
brrsake Bond. The smaller companieb 
also have ssndar mixed feehngs. On one 
hand they aho have new <^)pra1iBMlres to 


Dm Wif tanUan hm bem the 
Ww n a eleliia cili en s ottlie 
ihipi «f tii«i to cone. But even 
MliiirrtiiihmWurtytifwi i 
Mh(ilM bUM the ecene* over I 
Bn put yiir aficefini PoMft 
(iNbTNiflNifirinrtBnKte j 



i(M>k lorward lo Kuli/nitk’oth'i iImm-i . 
the tear iIujI iIwv iiuy end up yi iimk; ' 
swamperl hy ifk* U'vci juggci M.uit , 

KvcJi at the 114) rungs ot riu- gonip, ; 
llie mw order oHild mean .1 lio <ii 
chiinges. Oiw |>ossihilily Iniiiy men 
iKHKil is ilui Nar>';ii\:iii cij Pond'*' who k 
in Ns early rilties. Iks oiiK’S t»tir ol (}u’ j 
amlt-nders for the lop spol 10 lluidiisliin | 
L 4 *vii wIhii (t.mguly retires iwo veais 1 
fr««ti iM>w. Sdiimel Is oti the verge ol ; 
leliuiitonland the new lUooke Blind 
1 1 uef I 'xeoiit ivc. J. S, Srtlihiirw <il, is si ill 
ni*ii in Ins 

Whether I,ever will Im* able In make 
Us iH*w siieiigth work |<ir U. renviins lo 
Iw si't-n. With 1N< itnmoG Ingethet of 
Ilk se foul magir companies, the group 
will leriaiiily h:i\ e an iiK'<Mnj>viral>ie {XkiI 
uf inarkelmg trilenl availafrk’ lo ii. But 
Niw it willik-nkiy this strength reiiiHinx 



Brook# 0ofl4'« eofporil* crttiCM in Bangtlpr* 


to si’en. Ihe g^^netal kx ling is tliat I 
U’ve r will Use Its new xizc lo exp.uMl .' 
fasier Inio ilie une sector hiisuK ss S<i '• 
tar, Nmwer. its es|Mnsiirii h,is riH*( w'lifi 1 
indiftercnt suiu'ss. Tl»* .ign (irf»*liicls [ 
divtsirvi has nol Imd a very good year. | 
And (N* cnnuxmy is nnlv now hegiiming | 
1'i fai'c IN’ Nimu cliatlenge Ixsid <>n. 1 
L<*v<T ha> gniR' tfito Ihe olfeiisivc wiih : 
Brwze Miap lo unmu i Niriiw s diverse 
fkiitKMi mio Bnk’l soaps. \ 

t-angiiB nnist take Ihe credil Utr . 
managing ilir tr»nsilK>ii with Ihe mini* 
mum uf Inct ion N »th wiiiuti i lie c rni|>any ’ 
and with ihr- graven inienl. Hm rck>lion» j 

wilh IN* ipwertuncnL are generally nek* 
iviwleriged to N' csi elleni IU* « said In 
Nip*' 'hrii \h‘ will lx* able to sch* llie 
c<Miipany through its pinod ol tramiixm 
over Bk* next lew years. Arid if he 
succeeds. Ihe enmpan) will be a formaj- 
able force in the In^it ctirptuate scene. 
Pbwi ftaWiriotifiBiv Bombay 


MOAT *-# OOMN ' 


57 









BUSINESS 


( SOFT PRINKS J 

Pepsi wins the battle 

The US fntiltinafionalpnally the clearance to set up shop in India 


iMicIi tn gutwh lorlun 
thirMs lirully paid off. fori* 
nitfhl, oit iht* t*vc o( ihe 
Ministers visit lo Punjab, 

itw Kovrninu'iil ck*ai%d I hi* vuntrov^- 
sul Pi‘[K«i prey'd, "IVn* dwid nui hav^ 
bt^pn a heitvr pn^t than ihiu," sasd 
f(K)d proct^ainK minisicr Jajsdish Tytkr 
who lias'tilrt'iidv carm^ thy sobriquet of 
7Vp.>ti CVhbr nmiintrC. On the o4her side 
i*CfiHtTiw Kerh<indes, theooe'lmwstor* 
my iietrH of iht* Jaii.iia Puny who had 
orHtesirulvil Ifie iiuwe lo ihrt'w out 
Cm.t'Colii a dt^*ade hack. "...The new 
KovemnM'iii that will be installed in IleBu 
after the next electiuns, will ask com* 
panies like Pepsi-Cola to suniniarily get 
iMjt rrf India" sw'ire i*Vmaiidi% the day 
rlearnnct' whs Kiven lo iVpstCo to enter 
the Indian market. 


I 

I 


'iluiuKh Its ofipooenis may rave and 
rnni. 1Vp$i is ohvHKjsly gka'fuJ. U had 
(uken three vears. a kk id hard'Sel 
iind some realy sninn lobbyrng in pulitiC' 
4l rir(*le5 lor tl^ US^baH'd mult mat Hmal 
to cam iiMry into liKlu-'thi* dream of 
many muKs mar1u*lvr$ m the West. The 
Ks 22 *(Tore prtdeci had become, 
iwrhaps. ikn* m*st pobtHtMkl foreign 
coUabontMin pniixis^ m recent times. 
Tht* high'Viibace campaign launched bv 
Pepsi'b prime opponcni. Kamesh 
Chauhan. rhainnan of I*ar1e Kxinirts 
(makers of Thums Up), akaigwde other 
kKal Mdi dnnk manufacturers, to bkvk 
Pepsi's entry mto the country, had 
reached such a potm that (hr Pepsi 
biMiScs m the USA loM Kamesh Vancat. 
the rixnpany’s representative n India, 
to Stan concent rating on markets in the 
Kar hast instead. "No protect has gone 
through this kind of vnitmy by technical 
commilteeK of (he government hke this 
one*.*’ says y^M lUig. tlie ptvicipal 
executive igfHiT of Tata Services Ltd. 
DeOu. who has been connected with the 


Ihir^b Agro Industries Corporatiun 
<l'AIC)*Pepsi-Vohas yunl venture right 
fnxn the start. 

Hut why stkh a fuss about hsz? In 
essence, the R« !^ 2 'crore yimt venture 
envisages the manufacture of Pepsi* 
Cola, snack foods and export of friin* 
based drinks. It is also a part of the 
pjK'kagv of incentives for the iSevrIop* 
ment of I^JnJab. say govcminent offi* 
cials. And yet. llie debate on whether to 
let Pepsi enter l)>e Indian market as part 
Ilf 4 Ugger fruit and kxid product pm- 
A*ct took such emulional and political 
donensiuns over the last 2fi months or 
HO. (hat (he government was forced to 
set up more ministerial and Inter* 
numsicnal committees to examine this 
project (han any <ilher industrial venture 
m the country. 

bays Baig of the I’atas. "ITw higgesl 
problem has been ihat of communica* 
tK>n-^4(» gel people t<i Ihink of the 
piX9e<^ as one beyond its soft drink 
cumponeni. 1'he rivals played up on this 
twrceptMi ol the projeci as a low* lech, 
hiw prvinty one. Kui once we got over 
this hurdle, (he kigw of the project crxik 
over. ’’ 

l^psi representative Vangal admits 
(hat m 1985 when the proposal was first 
incxged. the multinalional's terms were 
different, and through the nionths ol 
haggbng with government departments, 
the promoters have had to agree tn 
utcrease (heir export commitment by 
Stine 65 per cent and lo limit the soft 
dnnk business to just a quarter of (he 
total (umover. Sewor bureaucrats who 
have been dealing with the project fur 
the last three years say that the Mibying 
by Pepsi's opponents in industry and in 
politica] circles have actually belied and 
the' terms agreed to by PepsiCo Inc. m 
India are far belter than their existing 
agreements with Russia, China and va* 
finUs other aiuntnes. In Russia and 
China. PepsiCo has an export-import 
ra(«oofl:l whereas in the case of India 
the ratb will be 5:1. In Russia and China 
the concentrate (for the soft drvik) is 
imported horn Pepsi's plants abroad, but 
m India, the stuff wdJ be made witliin the 
country, point out Pepsi's Indian part* 
ners. 


Pqpiihidtakenttreeloqgywr$,a 
koUi)iff Bi poWcil cMh for the 
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Countdown to PepsiCo’s entry 


iamiMy 19W; P^psi^oU team m 
New Delhi tor talks to enter India in 
tie-up whh R.P. Goenka group. 
28 May lOUs Goenka-PepeiCo 
moposat submitted to government. 
Mty leOBt Ucensing cocnmittee 
reKCta PepaiCo propoi^ Reason: to 
safeguard the domestic soft drink 
industry. 

30 July IdiS: Government 
makes formal announcement reject* 
mg proposal. 

8iigl»t 1988s P^siCo makes 
fresh bid to enter India in coHabora* 
tion with (he Calcutta^based NICCO 
group. 

PepsiCo, PuDfab Agro Industries 
Corptiratiun (PAIC) ai^ Volias sub* 
mit fresh joint proposal to Projects 
Approval Board (PAB). Propo^ in* 
eludes a soft drink unh. a fruit and 
vegetable processing unit and an 
agro research centre. 
t2 Aufutt 1986: Industry nm* 
ter N.D. Tiwari tells the lok Sabha 
that a final dedaion on the proposal of 
PAIC will be taken by the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic AfUrs 
(CCt:A). 

Septomtsor J986: PAB seeks 

view of agriculture ministry on Pep¬ 
siCo project. 

Novumber 1988: Opposition 
mounts pressure in Parliament 
against PepstCn's entry. 

January l987t A team of semor 

PepsiCo ofdcials visit New Delhi to 


thrash out I he details of the col- 
laboratioa i’epsiCo agrees to a 3:t 
obfigalWQ insisted upon b>* the gov- 
emment 

February 1987: Industry nwns- 
iry comes out in favtur of the 
PrpaiCo-PAJC-Voltas proposal de¬ 
spite objections from (hi* agncuHure 
ministry. 

8 July 1987: Bontey High Court 
(fcsmis&es l*epsiCn appeal seeking 
resitamt againsi an Indian boUhng 
company using Its trademarks 'Pepsi 
Cola 'Pepsi' and 'PepsiCu 
lOAufwal 1987: Industry minis¬ 
ter Vcngala Kao tdh life Kujya Sabha 

Ths Pspu can. am well it ovs« 


that 'Tor the present, we are tiot 
ctmsidering the PimsiCu prc^l'! 

Sa pt atiibai 1887: IVpsiCo ropes 

in the good offices of the DS ambas¬ 
sador to get hs proposal cleared. 
2 Fobrvsry 1988: PAH ck*ars 
prcjecl on I'ondition that PepsaCrt will 
not use Its teand name. Industry 
mmisiry to prepare note for approval 
by CCEA 

10 Februkry J988: CCEA 

approves project on cundhion (hat 
inciime Ironi soft drtnks sale wiH rMit 
excL'ed 25 per cent uf the annual 
turnover. Collaborators agree to ex¬ 
port 50 per cent of annual turnover. 

11 Fkbniwy 1988( (iovemmcni 
afeM develops cold feet over Pepsi¬ 
Co pmjevt final decision deferred by 
Cabinet. 

12 Fpbrupry 2988: AlCC gener¬ 
al secretary K.N. Singh str^xigly 
opposes PepsiCo's entry because 
the US giant had "miperialisi de- 

Slgl'* ”, 

23 F«brt^ 1988: Vcngala Kuo 
tells Loh Sabha tliat a final decivion 
had not yet been taken on the 
IVpsiCu proiccl. 

7 July 1988: Minisicr for food 
pm'eksiiig Jagdiyh Tytler says that 
the govemnieni is still considering 
the proposal. 

19 Skptembtr 1988: I'he Unam 
gov*i-mmenl at iasi clears PepsiCo's 
entry mto India. 

ConipM by MM Ssrkar 


In June 1965 when Pepsi first mooted 
its proposal, the government fbtly saKf 
"no", confesses Vangal. "It was consi¬ 
dered too low-tech." Hut IVpsi was 
persistent. Two months later, it tried 
again. And this time, the PAIC-^me of 
the proposed partners—said bluntly to 
"come back with a broader food-based 
project '1 In June 1966 Pepsi nvxhfied its 
terms and came back with the second 
prc^sal. The MNC had been really 
smart and roped in one of the most, 
respected business houses, the Tatas^, 
for the jcsni venture proposal. "We 
thought the government wiU clear -ib 
within the stipulated 90 days," recaUg., 
Vangal. But Pepsi vras m fti: a nasty' 
shock. On 26 July, incidemally alsiv- 
Vangal's birthday, a storm raged withm.. 
Parliament on Pepsi's proposed bid to 
enter India. Why should i rTHiltinatkmal 
be allowed into a non Richly industry : 



kke soft drinks whi*n ir dcgnesix' induNtry 
had flourished after Cfikes exit? Why 
should imtxxl regubtionK be bt-nl:* 1 Th.* 
All-India Soft Drmks Bottlers Associa¬ 
tion and the l*erfume and Kbvwr Manu 
fadurers Associatmn pitched in iheir 
TTSglit. '*Tl«t was OUT (ubi taste uf 
blast/' says Vangal. 

According (o Vangal. it took a "great 
deal of persuasion" nn Pepxj's part t«» 
uKivmce its Indan partners tu |gi m iiir 
an equally strong counter-caiigMign. 
TheTltashada conservative appn>ach 
MS-a-vu the media and reportedy were 
not m favour of an aenmomous rbfigmg 


iiMtch with C liauhnn xtid (ornpaiiy inilial- 
Iv. Hut, i»i»vi'itlK'k*ss, a presb itrfifer- 
ence was hi-ld ui Sopi ember by I lie 
promotets of the |e<.9eit to fxit aciciss 
their poinl uf view. At the same lime, 
concerted efforts were* being made to 
n»>bibse puNic <ipjnion and a positive 
resxnv; from scvtions of politicians. In 
Ihinjab, pohtk'ians cutting across party 
lines xiarti’d r<Kiting for the I'uiijnh 
Agro-Voltas-Pcpsi project, b anners 
moveinents like Die Bharatiya Ki^aii 
tiflion (KKID. the Fanners Foium 
headed by laA tMbha bpeaktr Hal ram 
Jakliar. arid Sharad Joshi's ShcUuui San- 
gathvia in Miiharashtra started extend¬ 
ing support. Kroni early 1967 editorials 
favouring Pepsi's entry into the (.ouniry 
began to appear in mainstream pubhea- 

IMIH. 

Simultaneously, the Perfume and Kla* 
viKir ManufaiturcTS Ass'»ciaiK)n and the 
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Key features 

T he Ks 2‘i<Tore lVpsl•l^l^|;!b 
Aj(ro*Vc)^la 9 joint vc*nlurt* lia:^ 
friur nuin LYVitpr^ncrils »ii -afftf ri* 
f^rch ce^(r^. 4 ptrt^lo <ind Kr^in 
pruceijMinK unit, a fruil und vejfriable 
ptocesHins unit Riid a stiil drmk 
cunu'nti ale iiviiiufacturiiit! unit. 
fndiari slurrhokJiiiK m Ihi* naiipHny 
will be ri<|, I ] ptT leiU while 
will hold !{ 9 .K 9 per cent, 11 m: lotHi 

nnpuns uwmjt to 
capita f vguipmeni. 
mw tiuiehids not 
locally available, 
enjBneenntf Ire, 
etc .for a penodiif 
to years wUl be 
Kb 37CTore». 1V 
tdt^ value o( exp> 
<>rtH for tlie snme 
penod will be K& 194 crures. Ilw 
company will be aikiwed lu repat rule 
profHs only ^tfter mceUn»i( export 
obligalKins, No loreif^n bra^ name^ 
will be allowed for ^mexiw sale^. 
Soft dnnk production will Iw limited 
to only 2 ^ pel cent of (be total 
tumoviT of the project. Adchiigoal 
tax revenue of Rs J74 aorrs per 
annum is expected to be generated. 
tKFicial sources claim that the prefect 
will create employmmr for 50,1)00 
people nationaRy mcludinK 25.0IX) 
extra jobs in Punjab. 11 k neighbour- 
injt states—Himachal l*radesh and 
Jammu and Kashmir—will also be* 
ncfit, It is claimed. 



TTNPepalleffe 


All IndiA Soil Urml«Hoitk'rs As^Miation 
Stunt'd ^clliTijc knKkt m ibvir pn^testt* 
agamsl Pepsi's mirv 11 w l\*ps» 4 amp 
said Kdinesli Cluuhjii wns orchestrating 
the vanip.ugn. Chauhan denMrs the 
clui ge stoutly. Xahid H ug rci^ills how at 
one stage of the hiiiik.Pep^u s detrac- 
i<krs had made personal digs about none 
other than J.K.O. Tata Says Koig. 
'They started suying- look at him 
OKI)). Ins family foundcil the first steel 
plant in the count r>' and he is gelling 
involved with soft dnt^s—the idea was 
obviously to knock at the Tala image. " 
According to Haig, it was after these 
snide jibes that lata divided to get 
pi'rsoiially invdved with the prufeci and 
leiH lus weight lo it. 

Imvards Ilk end of \W7. l\vBi's 
detractors changed isclics. Jt was iX) 
longer a giM Stum ol in^vrt regulations 
and lechnologv. but on ihe omotnv 
iSHUi' of "subvervkin” "Pepsi ts CIA n 


i ajxUlk*T garb. IwA at tts track lecord in 
' i Isle, wtui happened to Alk nde l*un|ab 
I a tnkder state, can we aSim omllBU* 
tutf)als,speiialy Ajnerk kAoncs, there?" 
' Went the argunwnls One of the un- 
'signed pampMets being circulated to 
I neebarntm duniig this lim.' argued t hus, 
"Whydors Pepsi want fhmjah?Answer 
Punjab IS a iruuMed state and et'erv 
kueign power is mterrsled e> a hMftbuld 
I there. Kentember ihai (Vpst lus been a 
wilbng Un 4 i4 ihi’ I'S State I department 
in subvening (glMf countni's, ..." IVpsi 
reiKied by 'Hikkig out personalised 
k'tiers to sckx ted editors lApLiimng thi' 
merits of ilw projici and rehuliitig (he 
iluirgi'S piHiu tw point 

In November 19H7. ihere lanw a 
!>urpnsc. 'the IVojts i Appr«Aal lioard 
(PAH> favourabty considered thi* latest 
amendnieni« (that is. mcrva'ic m export 
commit merit, etc,). Ilien it wax sent to 
Ilk' Cuhniet Commntei' for tconunuc 
Atfairs tCCP^A) iKvurding to a $<^ir 
giAimnwnt offkial 'IV CCPA in turn 


rvfttftted il lo a group nf miniklers—Huta 
Singh, (home). (i.S. Ulnllnn {agriculture 
and rural devckipiTknl), N.IJ. 1'iwarl 
(finance kJ Vengala Kao (mdusiry) and 
H. K.L. Blvigal (fcxKl and civil supplies). 
Ilie nnnisienal group exsiniined the 
pri^isal in great detail and .isked for 
further ponkuUrs. {>a example, (bt' 
unpon (Aligation and the export commit* 
ineiii. Soon afUT. Kajiv liandhi reshuf- 
fif'd his cahinei and ponfolif>s were 
dfunged. A new group of minister.i 
bec.'fne the rclerral coimniiiee. 'Ihe 
only a IditKKi was the newlv-fornk'd fiHid 
prcKVKsing nimistr\ under Tytler. 

T tiai was Mk* first signal ih;ii Pepsi s 
efforts had jiaid iil'. I'vifer. at ft 
press conference m ihi' capmi! in ihc 
hrxt week of July this year, had said. 
"'Ilk' diMirs lor PejisiCo are nul •losed. 
()n the conirarv it h still wide vpen..." 

Koftunately lor (he pnxnoters of the 
prefect, a vkw was uImi gaming ground 


Can Coke be far behind? 


B oth are guuileuentnl muHina* 
tionals ai^ Mter rivals in mure 


than a hundred nwnlnes. And if 
PepsiCo is now cnmmgtolndu. can 
the grand American institution. 
Coke, be far behmd? However, 
official m the newly •created minis- 
try of food processing cannot be 
bfanwd i( they are none too wise 
about what » happening. Ihey 
werk thus taken aback by reports 
that Coke—unceremomuusly 
thrown out of the coiaitry by the 
irrepressibie George Fernandes in 
1977 during (he Janata regime— 
was making a comeback. And d 
they are •) the dak. K tt because 
Coca-Cob appears to be pbymg Ks 
re'emry games on a low key. 

That Coca Cob Company had 
been watching the Indbr srtuatkin 
on the sly was evident earlier this 
year viin. ki the first week erf 
June. Coke put out advertisements' 
in some erf the leadng Ini&c dailies 
warning that trademarks like 
"Coke" and "Cob-Cob". includkig 
cattgrapby and the colour scheme 
for the logos, were the kkdui^ 
property of Coce-C^ Coofoitf of 
Atiwta. United Slates. Hw ad W' 
a routine purpose: "to kssen Cod' 
Cob Compeoy’s nghi to iu 
btered irademarb," asaeha Atnar 


Ull of UL Lahin and SaRiotra. 
Coca-Cola's aiturney for its 
trademark in India. 

However, the advertisement 
was moTt than a routine declaration 
' un trademark viutetions. This was a 
I warning to its former Indian part- 
I ner—Jhtre Urinks Ud^ihai ii was 
lime the soft drink company 
changed the calligraphy and colour 
sclieiiie of its soft drink—Campa- 
Cob. In the wake of Coca-Cob's 
exit from bxfia, the domestic manu- 
beturers had a field day, espe^y 
Pure Drinks ltd. Almost overnight, 
Pure Drinks bunched Campa Cob 
and easily wrote one of the tig^t 
success stories in the soft drinks 
industry. The product was not only 
a look-alike of its iHustnous prede¬ 
cessor. but its name also sounded 
like the drink it was replacing. It 
foSowed the same caSigrairfiy and 
.,'the same colour scheme. Since 
^'therv Campit Cob did not have 
;.^Feaaon to look back, that b, untS it 
^^Ventured out of the coufitry. 

InitiaSy, Coca-Cob Company 

treated the Indian look-alike with 
,|)ndtilgeiKe. The US company prob¬ 
ably thought that by keeping the 
"Coa-Cob flag flying with the look- 
..ibie Camps it would belpRb 
makfftg an eaber re-entry. Howev* 


1 










th^l thf I'epM prefect wd!» 4 test cjse 
and ihai if Pepsi wa» not allowed m. no 
foroitjn cumpantO'i would show interest 
in collaborations in future Vdnjul 
however that *'the period bciween 
March to ^ptembei this year was a 
very tough phase bnause the 1*AH had 
cleared thi* project It was bemg tossed 
ar<iund Irom one seleci comnuttee to 
dfluiher " 

'1t had lo be a pohtical det iwn say» 
a senior gowrrunent oirtcial lunnected 
with the pn^t Though thi* amended 
terms <il the projcit demanded that the 
government did not rlither ^)uut givins 
the green signal, their renumed the 
polituni f|ue»lK>ns An insider in the 
i'epsi < limp s.!Vb that t hi sigh it was cleat 
that pv(>ple at the hgheat k^vel wanted 
Jl, the govemnrnt had to wait lor .1 
“politically oppcfTiune ipne" flic batiW 
against iVpbi had hreii a pUiltsal iw and 



er. ita cakulationa went haywire 
when Its former partner proved to 
be Its most dogged opponent. 
Coca-Cola hu nourished a grudge 
ever amce but there was preoous 
tattle It could do. 

Coca-Cola got lU chance for 
revenge when Campa Cola ven¬ 
tured out of [nda. Campa wu 
exported to Algeria n the early 
Eightiea and aubsequently to the 
United Kingdom. As the first con¬ 
signments reached the British 
\Ab, Coca-Coil pounced cn As 
erstwhile bdini aDy. A threat of 
legri action agamt Bure Xkmkt wiS' 
enough to spot! its export market. 
A h^y agreemoit was conduM 
between Coca-Cola and Pure 
Dmtas under which the ktter 

agreed to dimige tu logo and cokAB*, 
scheme. It is now expected that the, 
nevCvnpt Colt logo wiBbe mao- 
du^ ahortly. 

, Meaewliie. Coci-Cdaisiyvtv 
rtiv #nr kioaa fo laA to provNle 
Jy r wiiiif wtiMwiri titfw 


Remstn CMuhftn jneueceuful Maying 

I hi' bs 11 It* Uit I Vjisi •«Im> IlkI to Im* s« 1 Uni 
piAlK^Hv I he I’t |iM i.unii w.in hnki in 
lusmg pet>pk* likt AiiuiiuJin 

Nnidi iA Hic tinned Ak^dilMNuiIertw* 
Iv defendniK Hie pn>H'ii l^injib <)Ov 
umnr SS K^in. Us*. W 4 s ihm rts 
sitnilesl supporters 

tHid August. I'tHA pel a nHmih iM 
hcfiire the* CCkA w.rs t» giw ilv fKul 
gieiii sigrul. Krfv (4iiiv4*rMd dii .ill p.iiu 
mt*eting m Clundig.trh le diMUss tin 
Punjilh Agtti PepsAo \ohrfs (iKifitl 


future Under the 1iadc 4nd 
Merhandise Markv Act l$6b. 4 
tradenurk registration may be c«m 
t riled d rt hsb not been ubH lor five 
yearv .md one nvmth However, 
there is one kxiphnle the regisi ra¬ 
tion luuld be lessened n tsse m- 
port reiirKtiuns nuke the use of 
the nem difficuN. Besides, thi* 
tradenark owner mint also picnre 
hn rommuaig interest m the mar¬ 
ket Hence, the newspaper ads 

Coca-Cola is domg much ebe 
toa It suppbes crates of As drmks 
to the US embassy m New DuBu. It 
tried to sd Cuke to Atf dndu It 
has ined to sefl Cuke to five-st<ir 
hotels in the country. whKh. 
however, has nut made much head¬ 
way because the hotels find spend- 
ng their foreign endiange entitle 
merits for broupng whisky more 
produble. 

NieanwMe. the uxnpany's attor¬ 
ney has been ke e pm g a uib uci the 
availabdRy of Coke m the local 
market u wei Appamtiy. Coke 
hB an untanuted market ai In^ In 
DeVsacan oflhe dmksdb 
for anythin betwe e n Rs Ifi and Ks 
IS. T)tt cw gd aoy number of edee 
cam if one is wdbig to pay the 
price Sn rememb er , the next can 
of Coke you dnnk wfll go a loQg way 
ip he^taig the US compaoy to come 
nek to quaach ynv thnt. 


hl'MSI 


Bif’tUMM ^u|ipu(led llu* iHuiitl uiilml 

mg the i<inimuiusis 

'IIh* mipeiiitiNCs ol IHuii ih |k«|iIk‘ 
uhmulch ■'Wunglln ib-al l<a l\pH tu I 
n.(mv iiffHMls Sod .1 x'liior I .ii.ujilki.il 
Kjjiv tMnlhi Ivid tn go li> ThiiMh with 
MHiH l4iiKihk'> And iIk IVpsipinjcii 
Wiis emt* (d flhiu ' 

WhiU- (ImuM«> Cub and Ibik kxiioUv 
lus<‘ be**n ikMil against (Ik* «ntri ol 
lV|i'*i Cida 111 I 0 Indki IIm’II in,iiii ksir is 
I ht* Hit cat 1 1 nm I Vpsi lo 1 cdi 11 v i lu* r>i k c 
fit IIh- Mgt dimk hut S N K Mnlh.ingi. 
riMfugif. iiwikclrng ,md s.iks IKiuhIc 
C<»la Mxl \s long .Is Hh sIm tun* i*. 
in.!iinrfiiH*d hv Oh* govcimiH*nl ll}f*ic 
\ an be r< 1 r4*(lik I h >0 in pi h cs t< xliy I Ik* 


T htdebiteonwMhaftotetPBpil 
_^ertht In to mirif t took tudi 
emtottIpndp oiBcgId rmentoi 
over ft# lilt 26 months or Mr ttiit 


fto {ovommont wis lorced to lot up 


moremMfteriilind 


wteftoWofiil committor _ 
exMim thit projoct than M)f oto 


Mustrial venture in ft# county 


ingrcdienls aucssoiiis bfitlk* rat«*s 
and the ptcSiiil pcki* is .1 mih To ne\k 
TMt Ihiliss 1*<*pM < MlnpManises on its 
ingi<*iln'nis theu* is no w.iv iIh v i.m 
Ktlwe the (Hx* 

K4im*sU C Ikiuhiin siill iiibisi«fuu tilling 
the Pepsi pM^-it <1 'jiink iHuUgc* Slid 
he, "1 assojii Vi»w ilut IV|)m »,innfil 
lower Its pTHCs its i?npt>ri fontent 
fonns <1.1 per i«*n1 of iK S4 lling pr k c. so I 
don t undi*! > i.ind h>m tin v 1 an k>w< 1 n 
I his (vJ tier c**nl amounts Ks 2 40 per 
I ase nt 24 IkH) les In t hji i asc. the satm* 
stuff whHh IS Lonicntrak Oavouimg. is 
w paise pi*i biKlle <n («k* tcnlh ol Hwir 
(Ost " 

Hut ine main quesiton ikjw is wfRihet 
the pinmoters will ^uck to iKh exp«>rt 
commitment Muhirulion.ilshavt not bid 
a partKuliirly g(A>d truvk u'nird m ihi& 
regard and jusiifiablv apprchi listens a 11 * 
hemg exprt ssed 

Aj>d even as IH'psiLu h«is finally 
ilearfd Ihe Usi hurtle. llK*f<' is ai \ 
mteiesting devilupnii*iU in Hiai arch- 
nvol Cixa-Cold has inilutcd the* first 
nHives to slagi* a lomebaik li Coke 
sUii«H.ds. Ihe Indian nwrkeipljie may 
**>uon Witness a cUa war of Ihi* imiHitu- 
lunal variety 













Iia-4)»ed GuinnMS bnly (o 
become a pannerm mantji* 
ns ihe CocNn-ba»a5 pimi- 
MM company,HamaoM 
MalayaBm. 

The 10*0 £nwrpt^ 

seems to tbve sUMk paydm 
onaiwAer&'imtoo. Imer- 
national CompuiefS Ltd 
aCUofthe UKiissabMSt 
decided to rope in ihe 
Ooefdcw asparuier* to man* 
afethnr Indian aubaidiary. 
ICIM—Intent Ineaicom* 
puter manuCiclurins finn. 


dais. 'nKPU and the banks, 
esps^altyPN&.haeeiP' 
vested hcavdy 11 BST «ul 
cwi'afiacdto see the cm- 
peey coow to hann. 


B rural Steel Tubes 
(HST). the litfirdof 
the kiuoeq Sinsb Group. » 
sboui to pet I new lease of 
tde. The banka «td the finan 
^ inscinjrim are workiia 
OIK I package to bale the 
company gut cf iu present 
iirihs. The Indvatriel Th 

nance CcrponhOQ cd Inte 


B umtuy’s Ftu C Ky pcv* 
i^hssaotjusithe 
breek it needed. Last week, 
the Union finsMe mnatry 
deeded thdihrKunCky 
prefect» a ipjod ides after 
al. Inaihuwefunpre- 
cednted peneroaky. the 
minisiry apreed to waivr 
ouaum Any on Iheenpon 
A epmaneiu. 

Theprepert emwapes the 
import of 2 ft sopteiicaied 
mechaies. on whadi the de* 

velopen would heve to pay 

duty tu the tifese rd Ra 2.4 
crorvs. The ooncession has 
bees vvea on the ground 
thei the anporied equ^nnenl 
would help daldrcn 'to learn 
imire about latest lechnolofey 
and atfukaie a ^virM <d saen- 

hmwledite and a wnee 
o4 adventure" With this kM 
cd recommen^pon. the Fut 
City praiect has foi Just the 
boost It requires. 


H eiduiian Thnmpsun 
Assucu1elOITA)is 
eetbnit ready to climb bade 
onto iu perch at the top of 

the adveninnK industry' In 
1967-80 it had bimKStif Ks 
65.7 crorespiKtitji x ahead 


(iFCOandihePwasb 
National hank are topether 
hfcely to put afcnost Rs 10 


peny whidinuy foveita. 
chawe to reiian to proftu- 
Mrty. 

Whether iNswilbe 
enguah remains tube seea 
K<ir most cdthe last one 
year. bST has operated at 
oriwnl IB per centrapedty. 
and n he< lust out io Ihe 
iTurketplace to other tube 
mamifKturers ike the 


■M Duma: owevtrrrtogv 

of Leitas wladi claimed the 
top spot on the basis gf it s Ks 
Bftcrore bi!bn£S lest year. 
The present results arc 
sweet revenge for HTA. 

Ust year the apency had 
biKngi of Rs S2 crores. but 
HTAdiefMikeKhannahad 
predicted that the apency 
would do wefl. However, the 
problmBthat flTAdnset 
its year m June sid Umas 
ends hs year in I'tecember. 
Sojan^ may see the next 
rei^ SI the shifgdnp match 
between the two agencies. 


S o wfaei if K. P. Goenka is 

stuck with (be jpanAose 
HaUia Feirochemkal prtfsd 
which refuses to lake off? 
Ihe RHG Bnterprise tamer 
Is ftymg high nonethele s s 
<hraedt the corporate ac- 
qutaiknroiM. Gomkahas 
bees selected by tta Ausrra* 


• W' 









Sunil HinKiirani. isn't bnnj*- 

iiitf 4 kive-chiM uito the 

wwld. Pt^ps. inihisinsl 
dnc^ tcx>. sht' belirvvs m 
r<ilk>svins the k»»d M nMtTc* 
suv'cc^sfut luini'S than hers 


]ilr wiki have her per* 
iumuik'e m a r««’enl him 
where hei passionate i hn* 
i:hes with Anl Kapot/r verv 
nearl\* tumrO the stret^ a 
dehcal e sIukW'< if Mui*. 

Why the suddcii etianKr iff 
heart/* Ms S(*«1i»ln. nhhi witt 
riniH’nihrr. was pnulish 
(*n>iu)di iti make the iwisi 
strait'beed Wlonaii MhiHil- 
niami seem 4 tun-iime ipri. 
Musi sav. CtxnpetJiHMi has a 
way ol <les(rovinM all miIuIn* 
tKir^. e^peeiaih'd it cunh s 
equipped with I he* nubik* 
ihamis of Madhiin! hmt 
Kwht. Mei nakshi^ 


^^nita Kaaj itiies coy. Aiter 
leaving nothing to the audi¬ 
ence's imagination iv.v a ns 
her figure, the newest Jane 
Pondii of the Bombay him 
world has suddenly disi o- 
vered virtue and the saree. 
which she demurely wraps 
around herself, come shoot¬ 
ing timi*. What's more. Ms 
Kau} IS noi willing lobe 
drenched in pools or under 
faQs. ruh* birses or even 
perftimi ihe Wtingra. 

iJid We hi'ar vou join the 
chorus ol distraught pnidui • 
ers risking "Why?'’Nci. the 


^# 0 . the tce niaideh has 
finallv thawetL TTundi 
Meenakshi, whos<* cold* 
hkxided pcrge^sauuksin had 
all Uk' Abu wolves twithlht 
except mnol "gisid Inend* 
J«H*kie. of ciursr) yelling ”fn 
lad", has finally pruved that 
there is Are 'fM*ath that 
froaeii exli^ru^’. Sosav Dei»* 


Otiufiky p, 
'®«n©ihw 


^7ummv l>eol was IvJding 
lorth rtH'cniJvin whai he 
found iTHRti oh^'iKinubk* m 
womert v geneml and l‘'arlu 


I Ike pnxe slud of Hiiuli 
i iiieiiiii Ibid a oiihei unloi * 

I lun.ile expi'ivTU’e uitli 
I aiHrikT ol lub kind. HiiKning 
a I biliii I itv rm'iiilv. 

I C hu nk Y Iindev msi'>t ed 1»1 

I liMrig.illilielv'tse irding 

stunts biius4'll fie Ibid hiH 
wav. IhiI <il Ins own jK'nl. 

hv'HH iMiliculai siene. 
Oiunkv was 1 e(|uii ml to run 
alongside a horse, grab la** 
mvk <(JKi moijiii him. l aner* 
as rolk'd .mil the tH tMHi man- 
nwncvd, with tlw> real stud 
wiMMmg llu-pietendei. lell 
uig him prt'Cisely where he 
gm mt minid simlt. that 
IS, Korgettuiglii'* giMid 
hrei'ding itvstHnltiiily, the 
Insist emi kii^< d tin* Ursti'd 
m.in while be was down, 
diawing blrsMl 
It iH>thincelb<\ tlw iiiii' 
deni hn». ai least, dinned 
vime IviTM* bcnsf min ihr* 
sex\' P.indev, 


UMnaMM Sathatfn. Vm «m man* 

IK particular: sweanng. 
snvikng «kd dnnking. mlluit 
order. 

(fuess wlurh igher wotriaii 
possesses aU tlx'se vKv.i 
Nune iMhcr ihu) I Vol's cUt I • 
^ mg. thm(4e. Love, we al- 
1 wayb knew*, was blind, la 
^ny K rase, rf seems 
lobe stone-deaf. loo. 


I sill Kapooi has redist' 
ovi'red women. And it r«Hik 
tlK'anph* charms of Kussian 
lieauties lodo ih<* itK'k. Hack 
from the laiidol iIh* KedN 
alter an outdoor siHviimg 
stmt, aUShasbu'ould lalk 
about was thi* Soxiet stun 
ners: "'I'heyaregoigrous 
fdniol. droulh" .And (him lor 
g<KHl riwasurc: “It viai don't 
hi'lievc im*. ask Chintu." 

We iH'lieve v<iu. we lie* 
lieve you. .^ushi haba. 1 1 
they could pul Ihe sparkle 
back Olio your laded eye. 

Ihev reallv niu«l have wdiat it 
takes. 9 


Sunny Duol: voicing 
Maob j o cU o n t 


lady ha$n’L suddenly been 
visited by modest compurK*- 
lions. Instead. It's the 5l<irk 
which has come calling at the 
Hingorani hriusehold. tYes. 
that's what Mr Anna Kaajis 
called.) 

Aiuta. strangely enough, is 
very secretive about the im- 
mineni arrival. Curvius, con- 
Skdenng that unlike certain 
uther screen mamas, she, 
tlie legally-wedded wife of 


'txH 







SPOTLIGHT 



litohtw. mlttaktfi idwtnty 


writ I (uriMxt up ;ii J4w;)hurl<tl 
Nc'hixi Sta^liuni 
All m .'ill, ti niiidc lor het lu' 
U\ws. ISvi "all for A 

(*uptn IS not com* 

pUmiiiu 


MAI)KA> rhuptii o( 
I he Anira Kanuali.* 
ileicci I’rufulla !kUhartta 
:is hr* s|wctl the t«k) 

H'clad. bU'k ll»K*'k'avTt^M 
inonstnitors. Tlie Aiv^mi 
thu’i iiuni>tcr was on Ins wav 
IHKU M«i(Jr.is air|virT to lh<* 
kitv wfieo Ih' ciK'i»util(f('(t 

t \)t' .lOtK *\ erl r.ihhU* Siu pm*- 

iinivd to vtuvr iifna/entont 

wb\*n Maltntl a iUm • i v «• ri*iJ 

tiMt T|h tHirfl’slolv WCtC III 

Ut AI;UtMK nHMi. k*il U 
woilhii'o oiwh Nviluii 


starxlablv, a liistirK'tion that 
failed to cut any ice. "Sounds 
just the bloody same to rw." 
fine local hadt was heard lo 
remark. 

HK HAS iK'orly ined il aO— 
frr^ ;^sfic sur>t(‘ry to ox* 
yjrcTj chambiTs. Kui now 
Michael JHckaon'H had 
another idea. This Det’em* 
ber, (Iw world's must pr^u* 
lar concert dttraclH}n.will he 
m banKiilon* hopinjj to find 
'XlvaiKH) a 11 hi* feet of Saiya 
SiJi Haba, the Afro-leaded 
dir.pen»er ol 
waiche^. 

Jaiksuo js rrbino'is ihnl 
much is esiablishei) but xo 
Ur. he's only h(*en linl -d lo 
such Christian cults as Jgho* 
vah's Witnesses. The Sai 
baba fixaliun is therefore a 
first, but then, jacksort's 
been fasc'mated bv KJir.nbvth 
I'aylor and b<»a constriitors 
before, so mnyhe, the Sai 
Kaba iibH<*«SKm is not such a 
hie deal. 


EVt;RVl'HIN<; YOU wanted 
to know about oreasnis but 
were t(M> difbdcm to ask wilt 
be revealed to you by Ur 


WHA’r IS It «ih<Hit K^iOKSters 
(hat miikes them so irresisti* 
ble III Bombay film sUrsf* 
Haji MfisUan wus an Ivin- 
oil red iciK'st at film (Mrties 
ihrouehuui the Seventies 
and Karim [,a)a pnHidly dis- 
piay% (^Kiloin'aphs of himself 
huKKing Hdip Kumar. And 
there's Shatruglian Snilia and 
the Biliar coal mafia. 

iTic latest gangster lu fas 
cinate the GIm industry i» 
Uawuod Ibrahim. Unfortu* 
nately. Da wood can't attend 
film partieii as he is in htding 
in Dubai, hoping to boat mui * 
der charges filed against him 
m bomhay. But nt* matter. 
He decided to throw his own 
party at liubai's Hy.ilt Kr** 
gency tind tlie BcHiibay indus¬ 
try obligingly turned up. 
ArTMtftg the guests were And 
Kap<K)r. Vinod Mehra. Jackie 
Shrulf. Mithiin. Ciovmda and 
E'arha. No doubt, Govinda 
will now play a Da wood* like 
Don in /A.^cH'sr Ka Bacfkiia. 


* I AIADMK men liad muiaken 

bun for that Haryanvi in a 

hurry Ntr Opposition unity*** 

Devi l^iil. Lai was tu amvc 

n the city the same day and 

e the demonstrating Dravi 

duns had congregaled Ut di*> 

nounte his pri* Hindi stance. 

When Uv did fmxHy arrive, 

the paunchy peasant politi 

con Ii4d tourruksts tnfler 

heanng of the iiicidenD that 

he was far belter versi'd m 

Urdu than tn Hmdt. Drxk^r 
• 

ancftaal UaaMon’a on hM •■y* 
m onisis UnprotWen: fMooti 
thtMf Mmaoir 








MfinaL rhoueh. mnv I 
KCflX’ onr sl«p birtlvr. N«il 
cnntL'ni wrth Shabaiu altmi*. ~ 
he has also vast the duskily 
altractive director of Jd 
Chowrmjth^e Lane in a 
cameo role, m his latent 
effort. One waits In see 
whK'h one erf the (wo pnnu 
donnas steals the show, ll 
promises to be an alusorlnnK 

C'MMCHI, 


Prakash Kothan'R next 
hook, tentatively lilied IJiu 
Organon of Orgasm. This 
"definitive^ scWntrilc work'*, 
will, according (o the good 
doctor, render Masters and 
Johns<in (who. like all West¬ 
ern sexologists, consider fai¬ 
lure to achieve orgasm, j 
dysfurKiion). inekwant. 'IIk* 
Indian specialist says that it's 
<inly a case uf mux! over 
matter: sexuni fiiilure stems 
from disiiiformatKM) and im- 
pr<ipi’rly-learnt respimses 
ratliei lisin froni ? failure ol 
tlie orgasmic apparatus. 

TIk' cenirnl ilieme ol (he 
Kothan I'heory ol Sex is 
mutual pkasure. T<i spread 
the word around Iw has 
taken to visiting girls’ col* 
leges, educating llic nubde 
m^ens about the birds and 
the bees, with ilhistiated 
talks. 

With I’rakiish Kuthan 
nround. sexual retoluiion 
couldn't be a long wav be 
Kind. 


Mallya had only hero pi.uirig 
icmporarv guardian, out <>1 
sheer goodness of hran 
(How’s that for {Kissing tih' 
buck.’) Hk* story. Ix>wcvci, 
did ixit wash and a iiirninal 
case lias been regi'*ti*icd 
against MaUya m the .Mil>ag 
distrvi court. 

Hbi’kbuc’ks, for M.illya at 
least, arc proving to Ix' 
burden some tx'asls. 


Vgay llUllv*: eureen 

ery. thev raised a stink, filing 
a conipbmt with the distnci 
forest offk er. He. consi'H'n* 
txHis suul. poxnptlv confis¬ 
cated I he ammaU and sent 
(hern to Konvli N.itKui.il 
Ibirk, for isalr keeping. 

MaOya. m thi* meanwliik*, 
«as askiiJ to d(» MmH* ex* 
pkiining. Ikiii. lor uistame. 
had I he beasts cxxiie into his 
pifsaeaxion? he dhiut a year 
lis answer was unrorlhi'om* 
ing. until fmally, Nckbng 
un^f preicMire. he cintfis* 
svd. TV aiiBiials. apparent* 
ly. belonged lo a relative and 


THh LAST revert m Koj 
Habbiir will alM* one feels, 
lx* politu's. dr else, why 
wrkuld the rek*ase of his 
blest film Andki Yudh he 
aitendi*d b)' sundrv pohiieiil 


THIS TlMh round it s ixrf 
KEHA. but beer hariai Vtjiiy 
Mflilya n m trouble alt tht* 
same. Last year. a|)par(mtly. 
(lie prexeme <4 two black* 
bucks was discovered on hix 
Maiidhwa vsUde by envtnai* 
mciUalista. Appalled at 
xeeing endangerc'd animalx 
c*ienMgncd to the kwing care 
uf <* private person, aixiead 
irf being subj^'t 1 i»I hi* 1 endef 
nwn ies of iIk* slate mactm* 


rU| Babb«r. etfMT ehan9»1 

sthlwarts, all from lix' ranks 
of ihe OppositKm, instead <rf 
(Ik usual fihm rilf*niff. 

(riang by appearance'', tlx* 
qiHd i)ro quo arnoigemenl is 
this, liabtsir will. drMwingon 
his matinee idol appeal, 
atiran ihecrinvds lot ijiposi- 
titHi nwehngs (gciH-rnl ci«*« > 
tKxis are miiv a vear ariri a 
half away, ri'nieniber) nnd in 
return (hey v.ilj grant him 
(hat magic key into Hh* 
charmed circle r»{ the* powei 
ful--an obciioii irket. ’Hh* 
con s (i t uenc y. a ppjre nil v. 
will be Agra, f^ay inforined 
sources. Habbar’s close links 
with V.R Sngli, the Jan 
Morcha mimero uno. helped 
him swing this deal. 

Times to come may well 
see Kaj liabbar with more m 
commun with Amitabh Kach* 
chan than a certain suUry 
beauty. 

Ciuptta by ftptnKWil 


WHAT LX) Mnnal Sen and 
Apama Sen have m cixn* 
mon. other than their sur* 
names? A Shobaita Azmi 
fixatiun. 

Mrinal Sen has once agair 
cast Shabana in the lead fur 
his forthcoming film £k Din 
Achanjk. making this the 
third consecutive uccasion 
that the directuc has opte^ 
for Ms Armi. Apnma. too. 
had cast the Bombay actress 
in her temporarily'Shelved 
film. Sau. IS also m her 
lelefilTn hcmc. 






























With the successful marki'tinfi of packaged Indian metds it looks as though 

Indian f(fod is there to stay in Britain 



I I Has Always btvr\ ^ iraduion in 
Kniaiii—on yuur wity back ItnnH' 
from work, you sit^) m ai tlk* i>uh for 
a dnnk. with or wiiIvhji vour frMtd<. 
'rhr Hnis arc still hrip)>ilv maintAinniK 
the ttaditu>n. but with adilfcreivc. H'.ih 
their l>n'r nr their nunirii th.*y arc now 
likely to Ivivc lUHiicthm^: far k»ss at- 
rXkUiHJs a!< niuncIlK'S • soiitelhiikK h**! 
and Inriuo. I'ciinulK and prelzels arc 
tfvinit wav t<» /M/JodintA. crisp, fned. 
ibctfii with chkili 

And il IS not just Ilk* pulis Kvni Uw 
swank K*$t deijortincnl si ores now spori 
packA|2ed liuJian stvicks. whiU* ics* 
taurauls all over i<iwn serve ttivni with 
pre dinner arx»ritifs. As for rJit ubi* 
(|U>lnus “curry'\ it 
seems to have btn<Hm* 
one of the holiest 
rapes for tiic bland iin- 
plish palate. Serve 
your chicken and lamb 
III a delcctahle curry — 
and you me sure* lo be 
il winner. 

1 1 did rail lake lonp 
for the taipe depori- 
meiil slorcH In rashm 
<in the currv. Marks 
and Spi‘ik’cr staried 
Ihfir Indian ready- 
meals five yeais hack. 

'’At Dial time it wasn’t 
very popular.*’ said 
Janet Hards of the 
Marks and Spewer 
press office. "Then 
one day we pol a call 
from an Indian lady 
who said w'e weren’t 
really serving the right 
dishes. She drew up a 
menu for us and the 
dishes we introduced 
have been a real 
draw." The lady, 
whose name was not 
disclosed, now works 
as a consultant with 
Marks and Spencer. 

At £2.75 for a pack 
et that serves (wo, the 
Marks and Spencer 
Chicken 1'ikkd Masala 
»« one of the most 
pc^lv dishes in the 


rc<idv* meals SiilKin. In additkai there 
are ocher iniurh-waiering da^bcaoi's like 
Clw'ken Komu, Chicken Cur(y*KK'v (a 
tviciipleie ine:ili, l«itnh Koflai, Indinn 
Ktce nnci Oiaon Hhaju> 

f nan Ihiober. a ni'W r«4ii|{e «il pntV 
ets wdl apiM'ar on the Indian 
l*ravin I'lkka Masaia wjlli Kii«>. Kibh 
Koniui and Kifth Modcav "Ii'k Ihe 
tremendous |Mipubntv of Inriuin nx'ah 
tlul havi* It'd li> tlw exli'n.'won.*' Siitd 
Hurds. '"IV chicfceii and bmb <bshes aie 
ijuiCe tir iiXKl po|XiLir and our Mt^s 
st'll very wHI hai." 

IV* groi'ery MrctHXi oi' the hHigdile 

fiHids in the Marks and SpdKvi raiigi* 
n ludc Spired Lentil l)aL Hocaioes and 


IVas Cuny nnd Chu'k iVa lial. SpKvs 
iih'lude Ihh turrv paste iiml mikl curry 
|ia>te and tht^rc’s a special nvingo chul 
ru'Y thrrmii m as well. Ail 2M1 brunches 
of Marks and Speni'i.f stoi'k the Indian 
in(*al>. pkked troAi thtnr shelves, more 
hy ilk' Knts than hv the (ndvins. All 
riH'ipes are iicruino Jndiun ones fire* 
iwred bv Indian chefs. Ifiey duun, 
I hi High nuyhi' a small {‘omprornise in 
laHness is madi' for Iht* English palale. 

Not to tk* k*f( bihind bv Marks and 
Spm'i*r. hmnsbuiy iiitnMlired u m'W 
range in Indian meals Inst year, S<‘ven 
auihtniH hxiun dishes added a new 
Oaviiur tn its rr.idyuiieaK section: 
SpH'vd Hasniaii Kuv. Chicken Madras. 

Vi'gclabk' Curry with 
Spued llusniat' Nice, 
n Vegetahle Samosus, 
OnuHi BfM]us, Clnck* 
cn Tikkn Masnin and 

8 (K)bi Akio S«ag. 

(lIjserviTs c»#uldn’i 
help maH'ing the simi* 
laniy with ihe Marks 
and Sptmeer rangi* tiu( 
then Ihui wasn’t 
bothering cuslnmers 
who w-enl for the low¬ 
er pnccs offered by 
Sainsbury. "Our 
i Chicken 'I’lkka Masala 

I is definitely the most 

j piputni dish." said Ihe 

I Sainsbury spokespiT* 

' son. "All Ilk' < It her 

- _ j packets inlrodured 

r i have bet*n dtang very 

I weD tcxi," 
t If Samsbury's ready 
^ I mt*als have bm*n doing 

I well, John Lewis' fuid 

sectHif^Waifrostifkiims 

^ T that both ns chitlc.l 

^ and frozen Indian 

, meals are a real hit. In 

the frozen section 
PT' Wait rose tempi s cus- 

^ lomers with Lamh 

Rogan Josh, Chicken 
Moghlai, Shah) 
Chit'kem. Chicken Mad • 
^ ; • ras. Cbcken Masala 

J*tl8u Rkc. In the 
] dvUed section it offers 

Curry. l*rawn 


An array el Indian disnaa: tampene tm$ 


J 









K. Heon ei(*r4n9 rMl Mung 

I I If Is flkr nHhxmt \KM (l»< 

..4U'l>;((tiiM'ii( <lbiH>s 

4<k(rr liM, vvitli a liisU* Iiir Ux> 

(Ak hKivr ir>4H> (Ik* loDsiJin 
I I Mi.ill Ilk Knu;ll(xlM 1 •l|^ ll.iri<Hlv .\l 
this iiiUf i>.ihnii;il 'Ukir l>v inh 

[Hivrr> iKMik MSA .iimI llu Miihlk* 
Miiuais IikImiis anil iIm 

liHli.m jirtkil kfcntuMi iiniVHlrs iW own 

K-x lal r. II n't'. I ^in il i I *< isimLi. K< rfl it 
liiiiv, elm km Knioi.i. Chxkvn Jjl 
l uvi. Lmi(I) Spiiiai li, ehu'km VirKLikKi. 
Oiukrii Tikkn luirv anH 1/nnih KnK.in 
J<ksh I’hM Ii |m:i ml ;U VI 4 m |MTp<K*ki*l. m 
krc’i'Miu wtHi IIi»‘ t:i>*lK]njr of lUrTixJ*^ 
Hu U'UrUiMii nHMl> Oki.i. liuvn 
l*i|i(N'i aiul IS'.iiiul‘. Mixnl Wtli'lnl’k* 
Curry, C.nilitlowrr, Swvrt ami Soiw 
A<|1m{ 1*IIU , Hol.tllr .11 Hi SiHIUkh. Ikll. 
hLm kill'. N.m ami hitallu air all 
at if’ |H'i iMrkri Ami ihtTO 
air s,Hm>vrs jmd rulMs is violl 
"All Ihr dislirs air vri \ popllW/' MuJ 
]i Wmlri ol ilk; ItklMn Irod huIhhi. 
* 0)1 ;i toUKh • ‘.IniLUr wr ■«*ll .iUmii 10 
Ihs o\ IV III \f>'4*ianan dishrs a iliiy. ami 
abriil lli'.< <il llir vr^rtarkin <hshrs. 
C uslonwrs dJiik' Iroin all iivrr—we 
liavr .\iik:iii..in Inuosls. liitHblk'rs and 
i|iiiU‘ a Iru inrliaiis as kX'll '* AikJ wivn 
iiKiri’, I hi fiUHl IS Aiuht'Dik', s.iy Knr- 
I'"is. *11 ir cti^irnirrs i'*)vKxisiY ihmk vk 
l.ikr litiiTods. arvilhcr slinf cldiniinv: a 
Siirik'Whal rxcliisivr eiknU'W*. Srlfrwlxt's 
oiM )xl«ird Sir«*«<i is pioiid of ils Uirlian 
IsiikS Milinii A whoir ran|4i> id nm. 

' t;arli« hrrait a ml ih.iialis atr idfrrrd 
lirir as wvll as whoU' arnl ^MiwihTrd 
viJHvv aulhmlii ami > 0 R^'i rhui 

' iir\ . in Mil eahiiita and ibi* im-siubk' 


Pmnuntfm Mn*; tmllM of Miee^M 

Willie the drptirunetii hIuttr are 
iasluii}; in <« (he liidun fiHid craze. 
Indians ihrmftelves aren'l doms tn»* 
badiv. Injiovaiivr coufikes bke PamMnd<*r 
and jahiidrr Hams have brouifhl bxliaii 
rtuipcH to Mntibh jiuhs Ihus invodinK one 
of thr Iasi bAslHms 44 British irmMInn. 

’I'he Kme WiSram IV pub oi CmTnIry, 
wtuih IIk' ompk* has Ix^en ninning fur 
thi* last 11! years, infnxlured tndiab* 
liukhi's and dmik'rs three years hack 
.md Jus not looked hack since. IW 


H k aet jsH tl» Cmilw 

snokieiidipirtiMntitorct 
Mm HNit pidufed late 
mdu, «Me rHUwMti HI ow 
town Mm flum oith pr»<tear 
iptfNils. At kr llio uHqten 
curry, it ROM to hnw feieom 
OM of thi hottHt npi lor ki 
bMEflcUpteo 


Hams have won the "Best I'uh in 
Midlands Award/and the *’l'ub Lurtrh mi 
MidbtxJs Award" this year, and the 
"Pub of tiK Year Award" in 1986. 
"People ccmie tv re frcHii as far as 
SiHifliind to taste our diKh<*s. ” &aid 
Pjmnnder Hams, known pofiularty as 
Pele. 

The award'Winznnj: dishes in Pele’s 
pub are Dum Ka Raan (iamb maiinaled 
for 24 hours and then Krilled and served 
with peas, potatoes and cauliflowers), 
Kara! Chicken. Malaban Chicken and 
Karai Gosht. Other dishes prepared 
every muming bv the Bains include 
Chacken Tikka, Shahi Kebab, Chicken 
Hhuna, Chicken Korma, Kuian Josh, 
and Onion Hhaiias. 

"The almosi^re in our pub is diffe* 
rent," said Pele Bams, "and that’s what 
mai(e$ it popular. We co4)k and serve 
ourselves. Most of the siafTis Indian and 
we kxik after our customers well. We 
have a lot of people at mealtimes^and 
they are mostly Fmiflish. At lunchtime 
there's a lot of business people coming 
in. Iliey come from aB rwer the Mid* 


MNeav >-4 omm iMI 
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lands. In the evcninxsr ii a usually 
(am)]ies.' 

Pele. uiiginallv from Jullunder. came 
to Mriiain to study electrical e.i^neentijj 
m 1%6. Working patl'tlnv in pubs 
dtmng his student days gave Iwn ihe 
idea of running a pub. 

Jatinder. who c<jmes from Hoslaarpur 
in Punjab^ helps Pele with the pub. 
Every morning the Bams esbegmcooking 
at six in the inommg and prepare all their 
food. "Sometimes the demand is so 
much, that we have lo cooft durwg 
lunchtime as well," says Pete Ihe Bans 
plan to buy a few more pubs in London 
and in other areas, get Pete’s brothers 
to manage them, and continue Ihe tiadi* 

tkn. 

I 

I t is not just the curry'With-a pint idea 
that has scored in Britain British 
Airways also has tjueued up for Indian 
food on its menu. Prum September this 
^Tar. aQ British Airvmys l^ts will 
serve the new Asian Vegetarian Meal 
section, orders lor which have gtHie to 
none other than Royal Kixids, the prv 



1.~i. Will I l.i <kii(lriM/HVp|,ni, 

Km.'ll K(knK Is inifHilark im ,i, 
uKk' r;iiigi’ H swcvli arnl ilit 
lioiiikiv Miv whK't) »<is iiU>«alnu''l In 

ihi'in .!< .1 <4M'klaJ mvk 

I. mull'd Ml l.H In a Liiyilv IivIud 
iki'iilik* I'll Ills siu'iis. Niuni Is iiiiw 

btaiiuhuig » IX*w icuTitvuiv NIIIMl Pin 
iliii I PI ,C u I ih'li n \]\ 111,111 111. kl 1111' 
lum Nc'piMiirvui luaU .md Pn ni 








naer sweets people in London, 

Koval l^'mids. which has beyn sup- 
living Htiiisli Airways Kc'oihmiiv Class 
with meals sincv I9W. » nerw <MUenflg 
Chib Kunipe and Club Woril ^t^^l tbxb 
and Cuncinh* with its ineiM ranging 
IriKT Alu Chgi to I'abk l^anvcr. 

ue (he first people to have 
mechanised the process of Asian 
Hweel»,''s8idfi.K. Nnrai who Kxl sel up 
Ko)*^! 1 Bombay Hulwa Ltd) Piiods akmg 
with I us purtners, Sulcrwala Brothers 


...|MMSlt«OI9lHait 

Panhdir aU Mute SWw 
hm troi i i M l n iliii in eiiU 
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l'i|lii*diii.iriiiH*nt sioir> Pnllom^g up .i 
' MnuUr proRMl .iIhshK st.iiu d In lurn m 
Nms Yolk. Nimmi i> <iiii 1 m ImriiikK' tlic 
fusl fiiduii iiuirHd.s luirt with ii Uihiliv 
nrihnnis<-fl. an plK I<nmI |ii«tiuli<in 
unii, 

; iiH*(iLimH'<i n ady imMil» will m 
elude CliK'ki'n liirsMin. l.iiiiih Kiig.iii 
Josh. Tikka MAkliannal. BninUiy Aiu 
and l^ntHH’i J*nlak. .mkI will In* propurcti 
with tH|ta|MiK*ni mip'inrd fnmi t ic^niany 
and axjki'd m a mnvoyenM'd oven 
lifouidil in Ifiwn Ihe US, With A‘ilx)k 
Kaul (ex Tig liroup) <is lus executive 
cteef. N'xm Is confidtiTU that his rendv 
TitvaU will beat evuryth>rig that is pre¬ 
sently being served in supenikarkcls 
here. 

"It may be popular, but the t<Kjd kick^ 
the distinctive Indian taste/' says NiHin. 

' Mine Will be the real tlnng." No artifK ihI 
coluur, additives nr flavours, says Nmin. 

Bv ntiw, there are some dttp Indian 
resiauniiits ai the London area alone, 
catering daily to eager lints and induns, 
and the going good for all those ii> 
the Indian food business. Whife iht 
bigger and more expensive rc'^launnts 
hke Vkcruy of India, Copper Lhimrwy, 
Veeraswamy and Boiikt>av lirasserie 
draw m the big bucks, the snialler-scale 
Mott Maiials and Roxys m boulhal! and 
the i’ikfci and I'andoori Centres in 
Ealing and Wembk*y. all thrive on tlieir 
tare of Indian delights. 

It IS cash and cnirry for those in Ihe 
(nod busirtess^and no one Ls yet the 
kwr. 












CKipko itiBri on o p^dtyatn. MucfOnQiho amtoo 

BOOK EXTRACT 

Fight for your trees 

Thomas Weher prrfvidcs a f^limpse into ihe hcginninf^ of a lonif struggle 
to pro/ei't nature's bounty. Are women the backbone oj the C htpko 

movement? 


11^11 Hi Kh rhe onii* 
^^nvsl Jaw 
u) Thi> \^UK hut 
esptx'iaily bt'causp 
(he 

Mirabchn and Sdrjt- 
lalietui, Ihe }fi*nesis 
ol (he Chipkii ;7ndn- 
^nhad siron^r links 
with the Gniidhian 
traditKui. *rht* die 
f4K'to le>uk‘nihip of 
the niovement (roll) (Ih* ranks o( 
(windhiaii sir Mxti>vf workers and rwise- 
((uenily the lecbrofiues tinj)k>yed by Ihe 
M’tivi:>ls wt*re taken from, or were an 
nd*ptaittkno(. (fandhrs s^iyafgntta, ihe 
MiilialtTKrs piK'Ihod i>( non-w>lent recast* 
atKe. Lonitetu evaiiM>les are many. 
DunnK iIk* hrsi riinimifn aijamsi the 

SiT>i<'h at (iopc^war, tlic 

Cumpanv were tok*ral«d and 

fkimeliiiH's even invited to aKend whai. 



in other cveumsUnLes. (-ouM have been 
secret w.ir coimcds, and even encoui- 
aijed to pa'^eni their vase. 

h) rmny <d i he vanipatitns the ucii vm*s 
loiA vare not only to slofi bfauurvr^.vf 
the <'Oftiravtor$ from lellinit irees 


ForthemnnadMitioftht ’ 
CMpto«MnOnreaalr{W" 
pi^xlmhfsd! wfiionte 
OM hMd ««iMknf 
iHenliom to Mr pniitiM in 
(octoty, tn tht •ttwr hntf tbe 
W( MfklltoV • MCW MVMMal 

tlw tail •! nMch to • rMWiim 
toehan 


thriHijdi direct ai*tH>n that iiuy have 

abenated or threatened them, but also lu 
Larefully explain the strujude li> Iheni 
and point out the need lor llic forest and 
die viilaizers’ dependence on it as well as 
to renund them that Ihev Iimj were 
Otenerallyr niuuntam people who would 
experience the same problems in iheir 
own hixnes if (hey did nut protect tlic 
furests. The response Irom the oui of* 
work axemen was often extremely sym* 
pathetic. 

In oidertobring t)K ( hipko message to 
tsolated viBaizes the only viable method 
of communication is still the padayptra. 
or footmarch. India has a long history of 
religious pilgrimages undertaken on foot 
tn dsunt comers of the land. Ihe 
method has also Keen used for com* 
muncation purposes: in 1930. Gandhi 
wa&ied from his ashram in Ahmedabad 
10 the seto'Side village of Osndi. some 
320 km distant, to build support and 
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oduc^t« I Ik* Uk the luriht'nminft 

batik ivnicriiii! vn thi* c>pf>rf!>Mve mII* 
kws. The Mini w.i'^ ui inriiiiiuniciile with 
ihe vilk^Kr^ m Ihi* and 

nuirc Ml raise the piiliiKdl rareness 
in the c<»untrv. I'his w;is p<Msibk be* 
c.iUHe 1 4 the* wiik* media lovcrapre id the 

rvenl. In the ll^is and 6(M Vinoba 
Uhdve walked bO.IMH) km from viDaKe in 
viUaKv, tHkinj* his rc(;iie9i of land for thi* 
(VMir direilly U> weuhhv landlords, and 
spreading the nKssaffc of rural re* 
tirKtini^adon ukmi; (>andhian bm^. 
was nu< a publii iiy stimi but a means of 
comnuiniealm^ lace t<i ^’e with (Ik; 
masses. In tbi* nKiuniain re>9<As there is 
often mi other chok’e. Hahu^ituna, has 
cocnmenlcd that "It is nur finn convK- 
lion that personal contact through 
padayarras would remain lor all tsne to 
come, the best means of awakening 
mass consckMsness, of reaching and 
touching the hearts of countless cim* 
mon people and activatinR their thought 
processes in support of the great social 
causes of our time." 

On 2 April. 19111. Hahuguna com* 
menced an ekvenniay hist m UltarkasN 
dKlnrt. near the sources uf the holy 
Ganga. The tune of prayer and (astine 
culminated in a friedge to "continue the 
crusade against the destruction of nature 
until those stony hearted people who 
have turned a deaf ear to (he swan siaig 
of the trees have turned." Durag thk 
tkne he decided to walk the entire kngih 
of the Himalaya with hia message. Many 
ridiculed the idea, bul he saw it as the 


only p<i»sihk wav U l<*ai'hing r-ciit/gn al 
I'Ofk't^i the I High Ik* lull cegprais. It«* 
SKks. It wa!« ihc rtuKi appruprult' wax 
ijlkjng III iMtipIv wlkfi I art Ilf ihv 
>sig(’ *»\ Ik* m'l'tl lo r<*lijm in an 
era wlirn pi'i^k* bvfd in lianmiiiv wall 
the Und. 

'IV message was lo n»*vc Unond i1k 
boundaries <if the (iarhwal Himibva (>n 
Martyrs Day. JO May. Ihihuguna and 
72*>car*<ild sanottna worker Kattan 
Ch^ Dthhj, and lw<» vuung students 
horn Dtlarkashi. iMianpaiMd by hae* 
stry Ikpertment (^k'lals. set (ail Irom 
the Lupital ol Kaahnw si ate. A yt'ar and 
a haK later lUhugiina amviHf 'M Kokiiw 
n Niigakmd. Hv and vanmii ('iNntBuimn^ 
(Dhuin Sngh Kegi ^'oveied nvKi la ib* 
disiance with him) had irimsid 4K 7o 
km m ,100 Walking days. tlNiimg Ow 
monsuun penndf lb* walk was l(*iiaHH 
aniy abandoned). 'Hu* walk look iIk* 
marchers over dangerous snoW'bKind 
passes and brought tlwni mtu diieil 
ctjcifrontaiinn with con(i.*iilors. (kc«i* 
Monalv, suspitW'Us villjX(*rs wer^* open* 
ly hosile and Hahuguna hkened tk* 
padayarn to "sowing seeds m ihc ik* 
sen". The marchers spukt* to Mlla}A*r> 
who would ksivn. they addressed nwe t* 
mgs m mIxioIs and tried lo d^aw the 
alienism of ik* aulkmiies lu the <\‘olo* 
0 i'al rwi Iky pen'erved. They prepai ed 
and subOMlkd reports to various state 
guvemments on the sifuaikm m Kash¬ 
mir. Himachal Prad(*sh. Ik tUiar 
iVadesh hds. Nepal and tk West Hen* 
gal hd areas. Tky a(v> pniMred a 
survey on rvsm lapping. 

As tk march progr<*ssed. iJfiiiHl 
recognition and praise im reased. Warm 
wrek'omes wervaccordi'dtonkiri krs by 
senior ufheiak Tk Govemmenl of 
Bhutan made tk accompanimeni of tk 
padavatns part uf tk official programme 
for its foresters. Various goveniurs and 
chief mmlvrs applauded Ik march and 
fbsne Mmisier Indira GanrCa ^^i her 
*penoral best wishes. Kepurts fr<sn tk 
>epic march were presented at msnerous 
conferences and seminars, mckidiiig Ik 
UN Energy Conference m Nairobi in 
August IWl. 

The Kashmir-Kohima ((Mii*march 
, brought the pbght nf the Hbnakya home 
to ail Indians. It rabed the levd uf 
environmental debate aroumt the cuun* 
try and pvc the Ckpkn mowment a 
new'found cespecubibiy and (he iivddle* 
aged Bahuguna abnost star status and 
the title of "gentle crusader". 


i n order to pse pe(jple courage in fight 
ft>r their trees. Ch^o leaders fasted 
and recounted the story of previous 
actwfts where Kartihip and overwhelm* 
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mgodds wr*n* nvviixum* III tk UiHa to) 
ir(*t*f.. fbR' (il till* gr,ii«ti*!»i tii ilc(M 
«(ork*N ih'Mgik-d («> inii sitvl iiiin ilu* 
mniI 01 Ik inos( lioiiil Yillay**}. i> il:« 
Slots ol Ik* Hishnoi ncktii^ui. \iiiiMi 
l>;*vi Tins siitfi has N'Hliirt'd in umiu 
kkiko ii.imtililcl'* was miHiiiti it («' ! 

viKigvis jncJ K'lokI iii pros inU’ivicw v 
Hahtigima rvUli'd ilie slory lo KuKiiil 
St. Haik linkri, who m lurn. ihioiigh 
ks MntoKln' 'fnrvn(*ws|rii(*ts. lotdii 
to Ik w'orld ’Ik sloiv is winulvrliil 
|H«4>.ig.iiKl.i rxocr: II IS <ilsiiil Nimiili*, 
r»*h 0 nns>niiigk*il vt)bg(*rs f.iyiiig rlown 
Ikii lixes for Ucok II is .iIihohI gii.ii.in* 
Uxd (o instil (Hick* in A l«»r<>st iM’iiTagL* 
;nKt nwiko Ik* lisu*Tu*r<k*u*niniKvl in f.vv 
Ik Iror Idhog advorsiiiv with irdnu* 
\Av<\ ^iiurago. 

AfirT W'iliH*s*<:ng lwiids|ii))4 r.nisod bv 
an vxlondod dnsigfit and llio rosniiiinl 
(kdotcslaihsi. J.inibli^i}!. Ik son tii ji 
viKage lK*adiii;in. h;iil a vision or riwri 
iiwirrelliiig with nalun* as ihe cinisi’ ol 
Ik Itiid litlK*s 111 I IXfi, Utv (minder tit 
ik* hisliniH sect (now krsiwri .ih Swann 
JantksliwAr Mriliar.iji hid down ifx* ' 


SunUffW Bahopwna. felemiOM erwaedar 
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tenet?; <il t<ulh which .irc stiti lolh'wi'd 
by tlu> HiiihiXHS i>( Kiijai^ihaii Ttic nles 
irkluile a prithihiixin on t)H: iiiUin>! of 
i;recri troL'>i (and cspccwllv the* |m'o(4'« 

I Kin (*11 Ik< nil u I iTi <ui 1 sludi * ai k I ft kJcIit 

iri-i*. th<‘ u'MNtHiK *b» wn/. (tk- 
wrMid coKHcrviDk: iiracruH' of liurMi (us 
opposrri i<i I he iionnaf Hindu prM tHT of 
crtmitiori) uihI a ban mi i)u* killmit of 
uninuls AliMi^ with tl>e ^nowth lA irivs 
and a lilv •)( liaiTivinKius IvihiKi* wril\thc 
now proit'i'lecl wildlttr, (m lalile 
i^rw and ilk> Soil b4*<'MnH' itktciisinKly 
lerulc. The {>r<ispon(y of Ihi* HishwMs 
iTH reased as the doscTi spri*n<l in non* 
Hishnoi ureas <i| KajHsihMn. 

Tlwre were isirlv eXAiripfe'% <jf liish* 
nois Uvins down Ibnr lives i<>r (lees. In 
HUM, m KH!ns.i{jt village, (vvn HishiHH 
w I linen dwii lo prot^vl inv^ arxl. m 
\iS4\i. n K«inl calk'd Buitoji lo»( his hlc at 
l^'elawus ij) a Hiiiular M l of sainfk v. 
Such ails occaRHimillv still continue, but 
Ihe nkjsl inspinnK • Kaniple wns the 
sacsihce ol Aninta l>evi and the mas* 
suite Ilf hisltnois over years ago, 

1'he HishrxHs been taught from 
childhmxl lo love irees: children had 
their own special trees (hut they would 
regtialrly talk to and hug—«>d Aninta 
Uevi was no different. One day m 17J1. 
the peai'c in Jalnudi village, some km 
from (lie RajdStharr town of Jodhpur, was 
briiken when the Maharaja'tt axemen 
arrived. 

Ihe Maharaja of Jodhpur. Abhay 
Singh, had deci^ to build a new palace 
for himself and so dispatched CJindhar 
Das Hhandan and a detachment of men 
to fetch wood for his tow kiln. The 
Dlshnui village was surrounded by hun¬ 
dreds of trees. Hhandan ordered his 
men to rut the trees. When she saw' the 
axemen approach. Amnia Devi rushed 
to the scene and begged (hem to stop. 
Shu expU^d the faith of the Bishnois. 
The king's cnen wore unmoved, so 
Amnia Devi .hugged the first tree 
marked for felling. She allegedly uttered 
the now well known couplet of the sect: 
"'a chopped liead is cheaper than a felled 
tree," as she was cut through by the 
vigered axerrum. .As her dismembered 
body fell to the ground she was re¬ 
placed. in turn, by her three daughters, 
w'ho were also brutally killed Hhandan 
withdrew to gather reir.iorccments. The 
Jalriadi villagers also sent out a cal) fur 
assikiance to ihe M surruunding Hishrva 
villages .-only one (to its eternal nhame) 
did r..)( respond 

Wht'ji HliandanV axenu'n returned 
tlu’ie Wij;; 4 m:iji>r i.onfron1atH}n. Hv 
wuiTU'l ilk' villagers thai il tfk'v iim 
iinuid lo resist, the tw wiHikl lall upon 
then' uliW). hu( iIh* HiidUHxs iivU rirm. 
hy ihc‘ end oI tfu’ dav a (ui titer ^(59 


people men and 69 womenl from 
kirly-iiine dillerenl viBages had been 
hutchiTed. Wlvilr fam^s had been 
vnped out 

i*hr axemen had rnanagc'd lu set ure 
onlv one-thud of the required ember and 
I be I'nraged Maharaja denunded an 
explanalKio. When he heard Ihe ghasUy 
story of the villagers who had 
sacrificed their lives m order to prevent 
(he wori of ihi' 9x110011 fn im ixxiiinumg, 
ho irtuiK'diaiely urdered a stop to the 
worli un the p^*e and xet out (o visrt 
Ihe scene rd doslrucljon. As the full 
reakzalMMi of whai had happc'ned im¬ 
press'd Itself upon him. Ihc' fiery- 
tempered Maharaja underwent a change 
of heart. He apologized lo the vilbgurs 
and pledged lhat in the future the 
Kishnois would never again be called 
uprm lo pruvidr limber, thai no khetsn 
\r<t would be cut and lhat there would 
be no huntmg pemMied around Krahnoi 
villages 

T \w Chipko andubn is often cited as 
bemg. pnmanly. a movement of 
illiterate hill women. A booklet un Chip¬ 
ko. which m redhty is a history uf the 
early attivnies of the Dashaub (rram 
Swaraiya Sangh and a tribute to rts 
leader Chandi ITasad Ethan. t>» subtitled 
VitiriOvind women's bid to save ^*5r 
weslth. and Sunderla) Hahuguna refers 
to honsielf u a "messenger of CIxpku 
women." This perhaps, is a romanuctsa- 
twn of the position. Women are the key 
tu the movement, they suffer most from 


Woman e cU v Ws of Kw Chiplio movtmoM 
eSng to u«M as t msn 01 protost; 

(Inaatj vNlsgars sra maOa awara ct tna IM' 
a#aaia ot daforaaistion 


In orWr to bfini a* Ciein 

iDMUCi a toototod flu 

ttdyvUtoRWMof 


hands. The duty of the men is to spend 
two days in each cropping season pre* 
panng (he land for sowing by bringing it 
under the plough. Besides tending the 
fields, wtmen 1 ^ after the children and 
the cattle. Much of the development in 
hiU areas—the budding of roads and 
schools, for instance—has had the side- 
effect of hastening the migration of the 
'TnenfoOt 10 the plains in search of work, 
^avmg women to cope with strenuous 
village life alone. And, as the forests 
disappear, the hours spent gathering 
Aid and fodder increase, and as water 
sources dry up, due to the lack of 
adequate ground cover, the treks for 
water also become longer. 

A survey uf a village in the Chamoli 
dbinci of Uttarkhand revealed that unly 
the women went out to collect firewixid 
and lhat they spent an average of over 
seven hours daily at Ihe task and that the 
trek involved a steep five km climb, 

gUWMr }»4 0 «to»r im 


fwiR COnVICMR uWipirMISI 

centod Ihrapt jwIqWm 
woiM remain ail bMt iBMi < 


the deforestation lhat the movement 
Hims to stop, but perhaps one author 
wa& right when she pointed out that 
"wximen work onlv as the hmbs of the 
rivivenienl, nut as rts brains," 

*rhe backbone of the hi 0 society is the 
village woman. She does most of the 
ugriculiural work. The planUng. weeding 
and harv'estbig of crops, as wel as the 
manuring of the snl. n entirely in her 
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tudder, ()n such days, fl is jkm unciKn* 
•| mon fnr wthikh U* set cnH helur^ 
*1 daybreak and to return aft«>r dark, oc 
even 1 o spend the ni^ m the* open. 

IHiHdis the earlv pnd^irai can}> 
IWI 0 IS (if ihe IHfilK and later n'K'f w(^ 
id4luwinK the Annds and kmdskJes ol llw 
eaily iht.'rt* was ck»sc ctnasu^ 

between Ibe nude s.v\'*sitya workers 
and the supporters id pr.ihibitHHi and ihr 
dw'l vkiims of ilk* ron*kifU(tK<*^ of 
environinenial disasters. Renerallv ihe 
wtMDen. I'he irM*Ksa|?e of ilk* khipko 
WIN Iters made a dmai ;i|ip(Ml ii» iIk' lull 
women also, Tbi'y eiJuM 'tuisi (*a5ily sts.* 
the ctmneetHn "Uiwis n ihcii vH innua 
Ixm and ihr deiKHkilHMi iH iihhimUmm 
slopes by lommercial iM(*r(*sls 'I'lius. 
sheer survival made wiaiu-n sujifxal the 
nvivenieiH.*’ 

fJiH* of ihc most liinanis id lh** e.irlv 
Chipko campaiiou. the one to s.ive iht* 
Rvni forest near tlw fndo I'lhetan lair* 
der in 1974. when I he nni w^e trk ked 
mto leavmK the area, was swresskit dia* 

lu tik* etforis of villaEh wonx'ii. AltlHuidi 

I circumstame^ torred the wunwri to play 
the decisive rok* at Kna. the ran^Mi^i 
^ • j ilscH was mak**direited. Most of the 

* ^ \ other cek’brated Clapko mlHina wi*re 

* j Htinilarly. m essence. nule dom.iiat<*d 


ni*c*ds of ihi* tfuaiii'T nuUirxi | iil k:t «i li. 11 
annuaKt vtsH iIh. rwiirhy HHdhiiHili loio 
pfe 11 h' men of lih>itii(kki xilLii'i' ir 
fused t<‘ fell the In vs, stk I he IAmcsi 
IVpartnk'nl Ravi* llic iiMitr.'kl (<» ,i u» 
operative sooely him a iXMihy vii|;i>ir 
*liie wticnen "stole” the UUmrers’ otcN 
and leluaed lo ^ve rltem h«U'k imhi liiev 
had .i)g<H*d ti^ return Ihhim*. 

l'V»Howiik |2 then* suavss m Hli>|>jikii(! 
poaclunj: friMki the t>Mpi*<))W.u eokiikiiuki* 
kiv fiwest Ik) 197ri. the wokiwn <el ikp 
tlk'M own ciMjpi’ralivi' sihk'Iv Sot'll 
woim’kt's MH’ietK'S riidk//.; <ki;i/flhfs 
an' ivnt< aciive kn !k*V(*ral Skll.'itfes and 
Ikave lK\‘omi* un kn<iea''kkkR stnikke ol 
MrekkRth fiN \\w envkrokutK kilnl Okove 
kiM*ni 1}k* <>op(*sliwar Mahii^i Maknlal, 
Nkf exampk*. riisures Hv skiaess of iis 
.kun kif lorisi |>ririet isai hv einijhkVkrtR a 

watihwiHikakk. TIh* wtiknen '^kjiMtvkse 
and regulate the ext mi lion of fon^nt 
|>roduce rei|im(‘d for (lav linlav survival 
M» that (he irees are not iMnnerl Any 
vHiUtem of (hi* ruk's is |)r<K'<*k*d(*il 
aftiinst bv wav of a riiie. (he prtAeisis 
bcinK Hiked O) a coiikiixin fund l^irihei 
('iiii result in the omlt^aM 

lion of tiKik, 

In MJWi, iIk* at I Kins ol wouien in the 
C'hipkn moveioeni Kark a quiililalivclv 




Hit not yet dear 
what poiWon woman 
wlidUmatalytakain 
ttiamovemairt,butto 
cal^Chipko 
(McWifi I woman's 
movamantisonty 
correct in I Hmitad 
sansa 






Anotter survey, by an econnmks lecrur* 
er at Caihwal University in Srinai^ar. 
found thBt the working day of the hiU 
woman is around 17 how s king and that 
about half this rime goes into rite collect- 
ins of fuel and fodder and fetching 
water—activities that are closely tied to 
the pruximity uf forest i. SVhere the 
distances are (treat, cottectm days are 
act aside for the jtathcrinjt of wind and 


affairu—but not afi of them. Many Chip- j 
ko confrontations occurred spon- i 
taneously without any of the Headers” of I 
the movement beinR present and nften I 
the KliOns were those of women ailing ' 
on their own. 

In the l^yunder VaSey of Cnruw^i 
dislnct. near the famous Valley of Kkiw* 
era. mjamary I97A. wmen prevented 
the felnv uf trees u* meet the IncI 


different turn and marked a new de* 
vekiivnent in the movement as a whule. 
Women had previuusly risen up to 
protect their last remainiiiR reserves ol 
f'kider and fuel from the axemen of 
Indus irud loncems or of the I'orest 
Department but at Uuncah-Pakioh vil¬ 
lage Ihey ninlrunted their own develop¬ 
ment and profit-hurvry huabands and 
sons tur rht* first lime. 
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In I97K, th« Crovtrniiirnl s honK-ui- 
lure departnwm MKrcttrwiir 

with the aH->italf vitldiise Icy 

the acquisinon of tl>c m^arby itminiuiuiy 
forest feo IhHt tlM>y t'oiild c'ShiMtsh a 
Jiolattj seed farm In relum the vilU>e(YS 
were lo receive eiiipkiynwnl dunnii! the 
constniciion pluse of tht> pr()je<.i. and 
later at Ihe cocnpkiled tiimi itself, a 
nu)tor rcwd would link (he viIUki' tu the 
outside work). <i heal III centre wcuid be 
esIabhsJM'd, ihi* pnnury school up- 
RTiHled to <1 becoiKlary schcHil and elec- 
tncity would cotrieio liunKari4*ailuli for 
llu* tirsi (inie. An impressive bundle of 
fxtnefits for ilx* cost ol nK*rel^ a lew 
trees <ii ut least so it seemed tu the 
rm nfolk who hnkl Ihe power m villase 
itcciety and win do not have to spend 
lof)^ iKurs scai i biiiK lor the daily neces- 
siiies tiuii only tlu* tnrvst can providd. 
'I'ht* kiss ol the lores! would have meant 
a walk Ilf seven kni opposed tu two, 
for tite cciUeclion ol fodder and fuel 
Ithalt and ntlier iKi^S workers tned to 
explain the implicaiions of devekipinent 
and the importance of c'onmrrvation to 
iIk vdla>ters. (Inly the women listened 
They deckled In save the trees and 
asked Ihe Cliqik i activist h for help. 'Fhe 
men were infuriated by the “out* 
rnKcuus" U'haviiHir of their women, 
lliry insisted that the women confine 
themselves to their own business and 
threniuned Khali and the Chipko iwork* 
ITS with dire conseguemes if they dared 
enter the Milage apani. 

()n y Febrvary, IttW, without the 
direction of any Chipko “leaders" a larffe 
meet ins ol villape wonven held a Chipko 
deniisisl ration and prevented any lehns 
Iron) tnkini; pfc4ce. Noh’ days later. lh<* 
CWivemmenl ordered felliriK m (he area 
to be slopped and soon tliervafter a Inn 
on further lutlins was put into force. 


areas have laM m respect of creainis a 
hetier Me for wianen because of ilw 
inherent position cf women m siKiety. 
Commercial fellins has led to an an 
povenshineiil of the sod. while better 
1 ‘onimunicaiiuns and educational uppor* 
(unrtivs. akHiR wHh the convenience of 
roads, have taken mcrcasinR numbem ol 
men from the hills, 'fhe wumen have rio 
say. they stay behind and thoir work 
imteases. Before the action to save (he 
Advani fnresl. wdten the Government 
sent experts in forest science tu “teadi" 
forestry 1 o the uneducated wumen hold* 
iHR up Ihe work. BaltURuna relates^ they 
were welcomed with lanterns in bruad 
daylight. 

Loans, xutuadies. seeds and fertilisers 
provided by various schemes are dislti* 
buted agunst land hokUngs^wtiich arc 
always m the name of Ixnisehold heads 
(the men). Ihe men are often cm the 
pGms. and without their aufhonutiun. 
tht>se benefits will nut go (u the culliva* 
tors Khi* u^mieni. New techniques of 
agrictiHura) produclKA and new energy* 
technnkwes stkh as iniptuved wex^ 
stoves and btogas plants have not yet 


iauRht on. ai least ir piirt. he(<iusc the 
wcHOHi have not been cDiisulled. Men 
have In tie inieresl ui ^pendinR hinilv 
cash rcsourc'es on precis which barely 
concern Ibem, 

I fevelopoMTii means different IhiriRS 
to different people. In IIh. conlexl ol 
Himalayan villiges. this becomes m* 
creasinidy clear. Kriunties depend on 
who IS asked, and when vtllspe coumds 
and houseboki heads are all nude, when 
(he (radirkmal structure disc'iiuragcs 
women from being forward m exf^rexs* 
ing their demands, from participating m 
Chipko meeimgs and ecodevelotJioent 
camps, and when their wttrkkiad further 
makes such activities impractkal. village 
prkinCies wiS be set bv men, Kuriber. 
the men as leaders are more likely to 
respect and fear the (jovemment as the 
national leader. Krom inloraclHkns with 
Wficials they know I lie power til the 
Govemmem and because of their re¬ 
spect for authority believe it wrong tu 
oppose (^ivernment pulincs. The Chip* 
ku workers tlien are faced not only with 
conflicts between classes, or U;iwevr> 
town and rural interests, they must also 


I t IS easy lor the hill women (o see 
whji IS happening artxiwl them. I'he 
drudgety and their hie as quasi-vock^ws 
while (he im*n work <in the ]>lains bekiw 
are not new to iberti. Their heavy and 
increasing wtYkload means that there is 
often bttkr itme k'fl for the care of 
iliildren Bharat Dogra even rep^s 
cases of wtimt'n h iving li> hxk children 
in ro<nTis tu tying them to cots if (here u> 
no one else to look lifter (hem when 
wtirk takes them fat* from the vdbge. He 
rcc<ir(ls the case of ^ child bung to death 
in the familv health in such circumst* 
aiK os .iruj flin*unK*nt^ iht* case of s«wen 
wonicn horn Tun^ora village, near 
*lcUn. wh<i''on unit led mass suwide by 
juiik^im! inio w niitunuih river becauK* 
they ^ouM no longer licjr the* iTusery or 
their lives. 

Many attem^gs at Uevektpnieiit ui htU 
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x twnit to u nns a gender conflict. 

When vill.i^'Tsi (•re MKk«d by Chipk" 
ar.'tivkst^ whiit 1fX*vs they wdiit 
the ^uiniuon reply ff«Mu tin* hht is tiul 
they Iniit lri'L*s. W'here wt>iiKri) 

V'lH'i' then vH*ws. t!v' Hikswer U (uel and 
^4l(l(T trc’t’s. Tlwy LUim that wash aop 
irt‘v\ rmsin hitle to ilieni tlic profits 
ottrn Mil into lH|utir aiid lob^av l<»r the 
menfolk Chi|>ko i>r^iii^od tree planu 
tKtn dnv'es ic)<iil^rly »h<m h survival rale 
for (lie ^apIniKS around the eighty to 
ninety per rent ntark, !>ifi;nini*nntly high¬ 
er tluin the twenty*five to lifty per cent 
Ituil goveriunent plantations can boast, 
't he chief causa ’ ol this s<i:m& to be that 
wltcri* women have a stake m the 
process, iis tife Clupko w<*rkerG Iry to 
ensure that Ihev hav-e. they will nurture 
the trt'es and ensure their survival. 
Tl^cir c<K;peration, then, is vital to any 
r<'rorestali<rn attempt. (reneraUy the 
cirganizers inanage Co ettect a 
comproinise where both fueVfoddcr and 
fruit trees are planted to ensure the 
retained interest of all sections of th«* 
viilaue. 

1'he nvibilizatKHi of wuenen in the 
Chipkn findttLvi has resulted th a mta- 
tioti of roflflict leflarding their own 


status tfi society. As they increasingly 
demand a shar«' n dccisMai making peu* 
vTSses. their inxntvem<*ni v.iiih the Chip- 
ko movement has generated «<mim* 
A Chipko vittaKi* k'odcr has 
cHasned that ninoty per ceM <i wrani’n 
and ten per cent of nK’n are with him 
while timely pi‘r ivnl ol men and ten jier 
cent uf womi'n upfmse hmi to a WHiwn 
there is a Ivge pradux mvnlvi'd herv - 
while on the one hand, they a.r se*'king 


The Chipko jMWffil often cM | 
IS boff^ imarly, I movmiit 
ofillterateMwomfD.Womtn > 
are the key to tee movement, 

I they sefier most fam tee 
i Jefofe s t rt onftrtteeflwwneiit 
aim te step, but pertaps one 
author was n(M Mhen tee 
pointed oat tea t "women work ] 
oniyeiteoMeoftee I 
fRoeemioit noi II fOiraRo 


I 


•gi*k¥ r I 


BlH)K KXrkAiT 


alteratkins loiheir posiiicKi m -lu 

the oiht^r h;<rid, tht-y arc supiir^rnnc* <i 
social mov(»rrk*ni itw basis «>i whsli lo 
many wavs is u icsisiiinic to < lbini:i- 

W'here this wih icad is umlc.ii; 
h»wevt>r. the* wofiict) ksiik^rs ol sonic 
Chifiko AlKHis have liad to p;iv a bigli 
STKiul price, (iaura Devi, of Koii bulk , 
has rciMKlidly had a difficult kic sinn* 
her actHins and itw icautinni piibliciiv 
i'h.iflciiK<‘d vcsIiHl mtcri’sls. Ttu» vh'Ioiv 
at Ihitucan-I^ailoli has kfl horiiailiiiic 
di'partmcni olfwials and iiinucuv cil im n 
tji ihe vilUge bitter aguinsi ilic wcum n 
and < It her Cluiiko mtivists. 

A» bhobiu Jam. in an Hrik’k’ on 
wonwn's rok' in the .*t/Kfof.Y/i. pfruiK tiut. 
what the movenKMit's leiKters s;iv about 
women e parUcipatHSi in its dinipaiims 
and aitiviiies is ImiiIi an idc^lizisl and 
sim|)lifu*d image id rcahtv. "This ' 
ideahzaiHjn, lias, in Inn. led to an 
unreabsik lK*kel iliat ilw )MiiKi|hi{Mm of 
womi'n m llw di*vclopim*tn pi<HX«ss can 
he ui’luevcd bv a nH*rc* Klcstiogknl ci«n- 
rmlnitmt and a few orgjinuation.il d< 
vires .The i dense d sijontuncity :ind 
rrealivity ihi the pit <i| rural women m 
CarhwftI m diM^Ov a hy prulncl of ;k- 
taxis int Cited at glass-roots level hy tbi' 
.sarvridic.1 workers ii> mert^ase iw-opIc H 
awareness aboui the vovinMimciu. At 
pri'seni", ^Iw conimucs. *’ih«'si* wijck- 
ers and ilieir ksKiiTs Uh‘c a prohlcm oi 
Iwndlmg nr unforeseen, re lea sc ol 
wimicn puw'ci in this ansi. ’ *l'his |)r>wi-r 
mav Ik* vital m orik*r to rk*a] with 
cHologHal iKohk’iiis and to ensure Ihe 
uilriNkK’tvKi of a|i(>rotiri.‘iU' tcchiKilogK's; 
unfiKtiinalely existing prop-amirM'S con* 
cemed with women's d(*velopn»*nt lend 
fo use a lo(> down a|>tiroach where final 
cimtng rests with jihmiK'rs and polk v 
makers. 

A reaJchani<v m the s^icwl and j^oftiical 
situatKm of women will rc-quirc rtltciiw 
tive approaches that niJ.'ici* the iradi 
lamal power structure Much of the 
work of the Chipko Mfxki/un is /ihj tided 
on the empowerment o| wonw-n. 
Ili^wever. Jani warns that "i-ven supp'>r 
(ers of the Chipko moveiik'iit ;ind ils 
leader r» arc not free Irom iiaditional 
cnnstnunt»t,''fl IS ivn yet exactly cl<*ar 
whdl position women wiU nltinuitelv t.ike 
in the movc^Ticnt as it moves inl<i new 
areas and takes iki ik*w pnonhes To 
caB what ux* have known a« tiK* Cliipku 
induian a wumen’s movement is only 
correct in a restrkied sense. It mtty 
partly, or even largely, tiave been n 
nKJvemcni of women—bul not by 
women. 


n« r<«*| ^ A VW*m pwDhe«< 

•ecai OnMi CN Otls »*«• Aa 
17^ 
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PROFILE 


Desperately 

seeking 

Antulay 

Look for niegithmania, not corruption 

W itii iIh' rrhirn of AMul Kl'Iuiud At»IuU«. :V*. 

r M th(' i. < > 10 . jcjurnnhsts jn lit h dIvi « 

I'.in liavv Ilk* diilx'Kis plca^mr iM .ttu*iiO 0 v 
iltr font M r i ftH'l iiiiiNvlrr’K luwpic pr^>N 
k ^niTfWIHVS. (rerHT«»Uv. lb**S»‘ li *'•« A M'l 
{KtUtTh. H^k’kH «iru prrnKV'O w>lh h*>i)vv sii.K k*> Uv*v 
woll dtfwii til) th(< iitv.U nwii is rc .’Mlv h> 

And si^i'iik Ik* Oikts "KikikK, ’ Ik* dfiUirn^. wrc jff 
U(<(lim*0 Ikti* IckI.u Iiv iIk> ttTMi of ilk* Ahnjclilv (>iid—0u1 
IK. lUpiUil Mi' mil mimII ’t 2 ** >hi0iMU?iS ii riuiUt*r (Ivii f uHiinu 
>^|M'<ikiiiK ti)i niyM’li cijcmia it^in r^K^rd as tww irf misI 
miportamv • mi. yrnHiiny >ioyji?tv4nnvk1an(i‘ -toII k' p<ilitv 
ol I Hit y(iunj< Nit hUo I’lininu in nuiny ways I 'wnmn uiMt* oM 
i'(‘unirv ilhit 15. V'HJ may Ukt to riKniMin. talk'd Indu." 

*rhm dk iaiKm «i( ^luathk'ss MmiviH est continui''>' for luH tui 
houi. Hi 0ie end of wluch those* jourrubstK kho huvr not had 
ihi’ir brnitts tii-d into knots bv Antulay » art* invrtH to 
guv9tKins. I'snaily. the* gu^ltons have to do with the 
KTt'ai t^ian’s future and he ihe same answer lu «at^. 

"t>h yes. 1 think this is a \ cry |jood ^siMt that you have 
chosen to ask me locbiy. l ake (k>wn tpause to stab air wsth 
Hluhhy finkteri. 1 he darkest hour is that whah precedes, that 
IS. p r>c<C'e*d*e*s not presides, the dawn as ( and my 
bel<ived. you may say late, k'ader comma Shrimati Indira 
(>andh) have always sard, smko imiv imrmmional. ' 

'{'hat nyist tif Aiuutay’s press conferenevs con-sot of hefty 
doses of thi¥ j^ibherish is often conunented on. Whai the 
critka usually miss is that this penchant frr high-flown 
nonsense and the irritating tendency to treat Tourrahsts a$ 
stenographers is only a symptom of a more sermus mabdy: 
megalomania, Antulay takes himseK very servnisly. indeed 
When journalists do as they are told and quote his gibbensh 
vertalin then he. himself, is often angered by bow i^Uc he 
sounds. Right years ago. he proclaimed bftily lo journalist 
Behram Contractor: “We are all passages of birds." Contrac* 
tor. determined to preserve the cadence of the great man’s 
prose, decided not to ci>rrect the ckche. When ii appeared in 
print and diffident minions pointed out to Antulay that, 
perhaps, be had got it a UtiJe wrong, he flew into a rage. “You 
may.*' he informed Cnntractor impenousJy. "attack me. Hut 
never," and here his vtJice rose dangerously, "Yievef make fun 
of me.” 


I'hiKSc* who IIII55 AiUukiv'K iiH-giilotnai^ igiioic iIk> kr\ v.. 
I«!s eidiTV fK'rvmahty. ft i** niiw tar'huuubk’ \o icgaiil fiim .i> 
India's nu’si ^vuiupt pt^tKian hui thh i> clc.irlv untiiii' 
.Antulay 'lO'baHy* dni take nMHicy (rikii builders bin iIkii. 
ilip bst 2*1 veais, ne;irlv every M;ih.iiashir<i cIikI iiiiiii>u*t 
4 eiu*<*p( iwi»: S.H Ch,**vnji ivlv> wi ,i« uki upriglil ,mtl )<,ih,i 
satk*!) kt!i<is.ik* wIm) wj.s ioi> sui^wdj Nis r.ikni .i* nukii. it iini 
mure* 

.AiiluUy^ |)r<ihk*iii K<istli.it Ih* Ihouglit )u* uMikltlu ii iifMMily 
iiml gel , w.ic wiih it. Tn iltts dnv he mh*s Tin tiling wiong in 
nuknig Kii|rl(n«. |iav loi f.ivrniis hv ckjii.iliiig iihhicv to IukIs. 
Ahvr all. Ih< argms. Ik* ImA iN iiHHHy In clxqiK iind 
intended In iim* it Un wuiiln i.nisev Suiely, ib.il V ,i fcii 
lk*lUi llbin takuig U in iHsh .mJ -^ix-iulmg it on 
N'olH<dr iVMi JihhMv ih;it |x>iiii iMit die ti.igedv nr Anlulav rs 

dbil Im' I.nK tu M'C 1 1 Ml U»ih hoK ,ire wTniig. 

Ill .1 Ki'fM*. Im^ P) Io|>IH1IM< Iv vluficHf IlN tllK biu'kgrtuiiul. 
litHii III Jii rxiietiic'lv |)ia>r kiindv in MiilMnisluia’s Knnkan 
li'gNMk. Ik* iktiKHUti IwiKt-H ,uhI he,It the ihIiI'* in niKling iiji in 
IjHKkm rfl die funs ol Court WIhmi Iv returiieii to IntiM a> a 
ItjriMei Ills whkItI Mt*w' was iXi nmMnktl iiv tlie tnngh ;nul' 
rradv .ittiiiwk* indinHHi lookinv self ricKk iiM*n (k*i(<nmiu*<J 

lo iitike It III jmlirh V lH*.ida< lN*tf iiiMis 4 *li m Kaim r.ilel. tN n 

Itnmluy's Coup VI'S i'hM’f I’hIcI sen! lino ui IVIlii as A ICC 
fcR'neiol MHn-uiy wN re Ih' ^wiu lk-d UMnilins, tniding I’aiel 
U) lor Sargav (Mndhi. 

Me w.is Saiunv's c.indKlite fni flh> M.di<ii.isluin rlnot 
iiiuusierdup.ynd iinviHl ui Ik^nbuv, his mind m I on "gelting 
things done” lie l.ided to |)in(eiv<’ llial thiK ,i|>pr«siih was 
lijrlK uLiitv luisuiled to <t edy liki* Ik*iiiNi\ and was iH-niiisrd 

wlieri tiH* i>ress t^ikJ I mil iNit Ik* was \vi<«ig lo sinniii.uilv 
limisfei aih mP st-riHiit who clis,igreed w’lih him. " lint it is 
in> pri'toi0ii«ve,'" Ik* wouki rt*ix*ai. Im w ikk'i ed. 

When rf i iiHM* to c'' 4 k\(ing monvv. Aoiuiav s niegaloiiuinia 
tinA o\ i-r vikiHAiely Whik* iIk' [hklis and tlw I'awars h.id 
raised funds (b«4r(*elfv. AMiiilay was liLiuint. Like iiuiiiy pout 
boys m'{h< Ikid made good. Ih* was ipprilled Uy the kind (jf 
nwkicy floaling iirouxf IWHiibay and (lit tiled bv his power over 
IhoM.* who raked it in. Me hi-gan lo think ol hiiiisidf as a kind of 
Kobm Hood who would n disinl)ule this weallli '"justly" and 
“fairly". At no stage did il occur to him that he had no 
busmeKs redistributing anything and that N* icrtainiy had no 
nght bags of cement, mi matter how lotty his 

iMeniKms, 

It wordd be nice lo think iluii six vears ni ohsciiritv have 
knocked .simie of IIk* megakKnama <iui of btin hot his leient 
statement K suggest trihc-rwisc. He siill sees htniseU as a 
feudal overlord than a demoiTatK' piAtkian and the sligtitcst 
joke about his (rusts us enough to lauiKh him inKi a blind rage. 
(Last year. Mansur Ah Khan I'aiaudi deairoyed him at '/ 7 k* 
T^gt^)h Debate with a single iiuld jihe.) 

AH ui all this is a piv because Antulay Ims tvs sirenglhs. 
Despite being a Muslim poliiidan in a Hindu state (a factor 
which cocitr^ted to his faH). he has never plaved Ik 
commumd card. As an administrator, he was anaginaiive. And 
as a ramister. he was straigbtfurward and decisive. 

Unfortunately, none of t7k*se strengths have lietjied him 
re^vm^z (he CnfigressMl. He has been re*Hdmiited tiidy to 
show the Muslims that the party still supports ikir lause: a 
consklefable comedown for a politician whose greatest 
strength is stif his secubrisiTi, 

Vfr SmfhvI 


“You may,” he proclaimed loftily, “attack me. But never,” and 


here his voice rose dangerously, “never make fun of me ” 




('ONTKOVERSY 




For better or verse 


Will St(Imim RusluliV's Siitanic Verses lyelxitmed in India? 


"U/jj/ is uutk sM,! f'stm IV.tlv .uhI 

\u mh f tit »f «•/' •}} U .71 i .a/s m r Krsn k i- 

N ot. i( vi’tns. SyvU 

skilMiKKhittj. M{' Knt'lU 

K. ihi ir.Mr tIuiiMiNiKl *4 

LsUiM Ivis iiul with M 

I «>nr|f< 

I MMIII1K Nlli/MII KusImIh's lltl'st IHA'r). 
! Sv^.z/ar \ e*fs»«s, for itiihtkirikr «n 
! plit'div w.ms\ ilh' mvI Uhrit 

I Ni/t uMiU'iil wilii ( \|*ir^s}nu hi't tmit 

iipinjirhs, Ih' h^ts .t\s- ulUi**) iIh' hfovrlft' 
iwu\ ti) IVAil ^ikI imixt^t 

.1 ImU I mi Its liP|M >»i. 

hm (Nk's tills ilis|»l.iv iA fuv iirid 
fiiiiusIniK’ li:ivv .Miv IXIsis in 
llris Sli.ilialnitliliii n)aixiui7| |i» k" llinHi)jli 


Uir .'•ihiimM |i:i>ii’« <»l Ihis axiU’iUfiHis 
iMSfk' N«i, I It. A I* ni*l.’* N Ci*W Si nim'. 

‘ ll IS iH/t ficirsMiV t«i r«'iid IIb* Is**. 

I'v* '.tvji Ilk* ik'i.iil»*(| jiAM‘w in imki 
riHhn liiK'-thei u iih I Ik* sIkvi cMvrp(. 
l\( nlsd u’.kI whnt tin* auth*/!* ImhihHI 
lias s,tul .iliout tiM* U*i* tn rbr nUrrvK/A* 
III Si Ni>M Th.il IS c*r*HlKh It's i*il 
tKs'i’Ss.ii V t<i »!n inli> n ik’t.iik’il TVudiriK <>l 
tills Iwxik." 

S1inha*wui<lin*.; rejitinn nwy nr nwy 
m/t (v|)iiv that >>' Mm‘ Mu^n oxnmuraty 
i?i liuki. liul IT AMS l ei'iamlv .mtHifiated 
hv orr* ninii • Khiish«.~inl Sin>th. As an 
I ililmiat ndvise*r tn IN’ni^iin [kHikK Intfaa. 
Siikj'lt s;iys In- w.is i»iv<*n a ('<ipy irf Uk.* 
( Maims,'III it ol Kus^iibc’s Imm*, sup- 

^ |n. •\\\ |«M puliliialinn JistiiUUKHi in 

I Indi.i *\ .Mfiliil icMiliiitf k*(i him 1*1)1)• 
vimvn ihi was lolliil inalerwl. 

] It .III tiv M.mu>i,)ipt svn* (Mlffully 
.iTuj I AMS iKisMvt il AiHjld i<iux«* a kft til 
triMilili*,*' s.ml SinyU “Ihen arc h-vm.iI 


rk rfiisitocc iclt'ri’i* i’s til iht* i*roph(*t 
;iikI (hi* Kiimn MulMnuixtd is miKlc <iul 
to In* .1 siiinH iimi’ imptrsinr." NulurAMv, 
Khushw.iiil Smid) is ikm hi (hi* bit 
sur|Kisi*il .11 Sh.ikiitlHidOin's 'vt.'ilcMeni. 

"* 11 * MiivIimis in liirii .1 i.iii K* very 
1 t>uihv'. ” 

AikI wIuI .iIhkiI tl>i* (*ili^ili.il kri& <if 
|irt)fii (m l't*ii»!uin Incki,' lliii*sn*( Sm^li 
li>vi .my iNiiiusi's iMi iM uKini!* Not at 

.ill. '* l'h»s IxM* IS not Uti'lv i« srB m 
li)di:i.’' Im* .isM*rts "Ch.iiii’i's an* (ha( th<* 
inAnm i^>V(*miiH’ri( will 0v^ in to 
urv ftoni (hi* MusWns Um ihc !>**. 
And if wv IWMXiK'il (o br ilk* f>uMn'hi*rs 
wi* wouU probaMv luvi* a irtob no nur 
rtonf^teps,'* 

<H>in>u^v. sUi'h anlK'iiMlHak ol swk 
h*ni'e M't'nxtl ifuiu* fur'U*tihi*<J in (he 
fvib* ol l*«*nKuin who <M finally 


publish (he but*. Acr<Hihnfl tu Khush- 
waitl Smyth. lVl(*r Mayer. Chamuin of 
tin* l*ei)iOJin Group, wa* rpait* appAlk'O 
n( SmRh s reaiiiijn. and had several 
kmtf-disiani’e ('ons'ersdUiins with han on 
(Ik* (I’k'pboiK*. Bu( nuun* nxmihs alter 
(hat KJiushwtint Sm^h siil bolds firm 
(hut hi* (M the rkdii (lunjt in (ummx the 
lav* down tor pnhlKation m India He 


Siys Kbushwint Singh, raid 
Ihi manuscriirt very csvfidhr 
IWM positive H wmM ciuie a M 
ol trouUe. Thera are several 
deroptory ra4erencee to the 
Prophet and the Kerait 
hWwnMd it made eat to be I 
smil-timeinipeator^ 


vM’ii anocipaic-i irouhk* m linydand from 

(Ik* Indian Muslim rrsidonTi;, And if 
SaUnaii Kushdu* iHiirvit sec how a book 
edn<h»M‘ rmts. then he ohvKnisly lus no 
idr:i ol Kk* Jnrkin fciililvt 

'I'hat. however, i» not (lit* end of (he 
iimiivr. eva; ihoutfl) imhav N* tk* heart 
of It, Koih U.ivid (J.ividar. .Assixiate 
Kdi(i»r lA Pcnx'^iii IiuIm <iiid Xamir 
An*sari. in I'hAryii* of innrkviinK. Penytum 
<IverM*;is. have )imi(x‘d mto iht* fray, 
Ik/ili assi'ri (Ivit (ill* not Kin of the Ssifunk' 
Pr*rN(*.i h(*inK oflerc'd 1 o l*i>nKui*: India 
lof pulihi'KlHMi IS an iilisiirJ om*. 

"AH f/ur hooks onipii.ite in India this 
iMH* on^ivkit'd in Knpin/Kl, " explains 
IhivKlif. Ik'SKles, I low conid we |)nss* 
iWy offer the kind of money I Viet Mayei 
eviMitiiallv iMid.for Ihis lMM>hr" 

As (0 wklhef the |wpi*rlwfk cdilion 
of (he .Si 7 (.»nH Persfs will k* eventnally 
marketed m India hv l'<*nii;uin. I^amir 
Ansciri <4 renipnn (h’crscas absolutely 
refuses iir be pnitietl down. "How i an 1 
•viv wliat wdl hapix n n year Irnm nowr * 
He also stresses (k* biu linamml fiunnis 
U(e roialiv ri'palriaduii, wlikh nxide it 
irmx»>s 4 >k* r</r tik* hook lo k* puMisk^d 
as an onkntiil hi India. Hui (here are 
kfokst'lk-rs and tiistnbuMfs .ill over 
India wkf an* a^iUs for Vikin>!/PLiiKuin 
kioks fr(MU alnoad. And they riiay Hidl 
0 O dk'i/d and tiuikel die lutierit h<iiU- 
i’over i*dition ank*ss the K<fvernment 
imposes a ban. 

Ansjri. however. dc()lf/ri*s all tl>c 
noise* and thunder bemx acated by 
Shalialxiddin. 'AD comnwnlF at this 
siaite arc premature. Hierc is not a 
sinfde copy of the kx)k in India.'* he 
declares. As for contn/versy. **Ye$ sure, 
any bor* ctHikS contain passafies that will 
Cl vale problems if taken out uf context." 
And there is always someone only loo 
ready lo dn so. "People Uu.* Shahabuddin 
can't even wait to re^ the book, people 
hke him never wait—iky die a breed 
apart." says Ansari. 

Whether tk* government imposes a 
ban on (he book or not a wide readership 
(i (he Satmk Verst *s is probably en- 
; ^ired—given the unresolved questions 
that surnmnd i(. but the (ruth—whether 
m terms of religious heresy, or the 
moves and couiiiermuves of publica* 
tk>n—wiB continue (o elude even ihose 
who wait patiently for an answer. 
CMtrHs OMWrH 



(From l»n to 'igM) Sv«4 SMMbuddki, Saimin Ru*bdi« Mid Khnhwani Sananidmartoq vWws 
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AMES (?1 Marche April) 
This 1 $ a weeK ol mixed 
fonu'^es. Creaiive ariisia 
and writers are (ikely lo gam 
recoQi^tioi^ Not a favour¬ 
able period lor busir>essmen to undertake 
new verdures, finarvciai losses are iikety 
6ur do noi lose hevt—pursue youi alfaus 
wiih deleimmalion 1 he lime ib not favour* 
able for mainmoniai alharvces. Keep ^ eye 
orr your health and that ol your lomiiy 
GODd dMit: 4, 5 and 6 
Lucky numbers: 4. S and 9 
Fimribla llricliea* West 

TAURUS 121 Apf»-21I May) 
You Will need 10 exeicise 
ynur wifi power inis week 
Have cuiifidence m your 
null and lel your common 
sense Oo ycur QUide Gc cautious of 
financial deals Do noi he disheaheoed if 
your ventures cki noi turn oui to be 
successful Your emoiionai problems ere 
likely in be so^ed fh^s week The fime is 
dood lor mafrimoniai nMiHiK.es but do nor 
be ir> a hurry lo complefe pirvidemeAia 
Good ditti; 2 4 nrtd t> 

UsAy nuittbirt, 3. 4 .mrt t 
fayourablt tfIracHanr South itasf 

GEMMI 121 Met—^ ieAbI 

Tho Ill'll hell Of Ifie week 
will hn lavOtuHbie New 
opporiiimiies arc m Ihe 

ufling nilhough 'nero rrisy 
be soma seTt>dckK lurer on Lro not lose 
htfarl*''ynei patience wiH tw uliimaiery re* 
w.irdod Cuih vuur impulsiveness and 
allend ic your responsibilities Business* 
men are advised ivoi lo un Jeiia .e a deal m 
hasle Do not get mto controversies with 
yout colleagues and superiors 
OMd dalis* 3, 5 and 7 
Lucky numbers; 3 4nd 7 
Pavwribla dkacUent North 

CANCER (21 Jwie-20 Jely) 

for creative jrtists. the 
week IS very Isvourabie 
For others too. this w<H be a 
suvcessful week Push 
ahead with new ideas and ventures The 
domestic front will r>ot be very peaceful 
You will be required to exercise an your laci 
and dip^macy at home Do not give ver>i to 
your anger on any dcccur>l It might have 
disastrous conscQuences The f^aiih ol 
your family will cause you some anxiety 
Good dstai: 4 6 and 8 
Lucky numbers* 1, 2 and 6 
FatronnUa diteellen; North east 






LEO (21 My—2t AegMj a 
very Urou ratke week i>es 
ahead of you Thorn wif M 
changes For those v» $e«. 
vice a promoticr^ 'v likely 
New opportumtws are m the oNttg for ttxt 
unerhpioyed Busnessmen are '<keiv (o 
gav^ firwiciaUy However, laci w4i tw* re¬ 
quired to mamiam peace on the domnsiK. 
froni The health oi your famay wid neeil j 
j)reai deal of atmniion 
Gesd dmt: ?, 4 ano 5 
Liseky iwtnban* 3. 4 and S 
Fasestitie dNsdiea: West 

VIRGO 121 Aifssi—29 
lepienber) Mamage 
aHiai>ces and aliarb of the 
head are kkefy lo suRer 
setbacks ihis week Other 
wiso ihis IS a iair>v good wnek You* work 
demar>ds some more mitiaeve on your part 
The domesK Itont does not look loo quud 
However, do no* lei •! atled ihe iranquRiiy 
ol yOur mind A small mistake m*ghi cusi 
you dearly Km>o an vyn no me hcanh oi 
your larmly members 
Good dMi; 3. & and b 
LMky Munbert: 2. 4 and 6 
Feveenble dlrtsfleet South 

LIGRA (21 ScpteuiMr—20 
OcMerl Creaiive arhsK wn 
pa*n locoorakort and rc 
»peci tlvs week Those in 
service will pi<ibab^ how' 
10 lAcv a lot or oooosiHin from enH>k^Mv 
and people 0< rank Do noi be exu.'iv.xianf 
A sudden news w« trouble you for ihcne 
in busroess a leoaf sum wiV hamper your 
prospects Tho^ mvolved <fi rrsoarch and 
h*gh^ studies we ger heder opOununiMKi 
Covnshtp and marnage we progress 
Geed deles* 4. c and 7 
Lucky aemben 3. 6 and 9 
PavouraMt dlreeNcr North wesi 

SCORPIO (21 Ocirtsr—M 
Hwiiiberl Oei nd of mpnlai 
worries Try lo the 
upporiunities that come 
your way this we«H( A long 
Overdue matter w4l neai ils completion 
Creative aiUsts w<i' be helped by pauons 
Take care ol yuui heuRh For unemo>oye<l 
young men jobs wik be todhcunvnq m (he 
very near future A letiet or rtewt alrout a 
retatwe nr a loved or>e wM houI>*c you 
Accept fesponsiUMiUes 
Coed dates: 5. 7 ar>d 8 
Ifsky (wnberr 7. 8 and 9 
FeioerMe dlieeiler t>ouih'wesi 
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SAGITTARIUS (21 Noam 
bet—20 Deesmbtrj ihi ir 

will lx* Kleudy pinQirui- i" 
youi caieei ffiouo n mclr 
peodetM profos<tioii:. will ixr 
suitatHy lewarded Yfu>*;e in polilicr. will 
face iiome Iroupif irom opiionenis 
Howcvi'r jH ihn iioublen will be iKreionmr* 
Apromoi'iH' Of mnsrni »i knly Ipi ihosr iri 
service Miutiago 13 <11 itw ofkng Kv 
lako Criie of your healih nncl tliHl Qi nidi*ii« 
Cued dates* ;< :< .mn <> 

Udni numbers. * s ,Hid t> 

Faeoursble dlieciloa Cssi 

CAPRICORN 121 December— 

20 Jaaearyj You' piospocits 

h>r |hi3 work .iit> oxcOIK^ril 
ri "very rpsfwct TtKiM* in 
servici' Will gun iM.ogniiton 
honi n!n(<inyi*i'« irireHcr.iiMh« will '<uflni 
iTKkqoMivk hr*?au$n nl some rn»>.iakn t)n, 
lh(> i pailb 1ho'*'* omployKl in ihr xpherr 
ol commiih'C'iliooH. or.peciaiiv 

women wrilr*rv. will rKiinv rrx.'orpuiioi i tini) 
iwomirKMifiA 1hi4 ftoi tliM ideal imii* tni 
piiir<i'i'ig nuunmoniqi ii#f}(jTi.ilionr 
Oeed dilii: 3 4 .ind 7 
Lucky aumbers. ;*. j wfl 4 
Favourable dirKtien: Nnrifi 


AObARfUS 121 Jinuiry—20 

Februiryj I'urn oxiravaijeni 
and miHliC Ivridmue*} try 
lu i'Xer<'i1»r pjtlOhur* 

^ r_ .1 r>ih<rrw>so ymif raii'tfi 
itxuM i.iiMc' hull lack', them itn^fr! ho 
Mkiem m ifie fami'y so inkv niinquatr* 
precuiit'uric fftose who .up siiii umun* 
ployuh m nhr find a frVi ihis wor k Do noi 
.VilagprifXi I'lMplyypfS nnd ohji'fiy pn'' qn^ 
FripiHls w*ll fur of help Childioti will liring 
lOy 

Seed deles -1 s .irxt 8 
LscAy iwmbars 1 4 and 7 
Favourable dlrsctloir: South 

PISCES (21 Febreary—20 

March) There will hn sii-ady 
piCKjteks foi Soirii' A lunp 
ovoidinr mallet wMf u'nir> iij 
an end and wih ho lavoui 
able lor you Somv wNI gum prop*:rfy .ind 
nirocy Exerosc caution <n all sphHe*. Dn 
fM)! tK su&p«c>ous—M mir;ht (ie yOur un¬ 
doing Thoue m service will ho rrw.vdud 
wrth a prumciion This week 1 $ spe' ally 
signifreani for Ihose m the ludu.Kity Alfau ^ 
ol the hearl will progre'.c w<'U 
Good dales: 3. 8 and e 
UKky numbefs' 2. r> .md 
Favoersbie dtreclion; fVesi 




$t>r P»flR0it: PI<Ctl‘ldO 

The Leo woman's exper^ai-ohS are unreasonaWy high A relaitvely weak may fanto kve up to them ano thu? become ar^ nhieci 
ol her disdaih They must leern to be more undtrsiMino towards t*:u other Th<: Placet, tnan must deal palienily wMh hts wMo's 

more demarorng nature 


•UMMV OMW IM 
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ODDSANDTRENDS 


BaHttub library 

O nly Sam iMrodu amid 
d<iit Kor quiu* MNne 
tinir* oxU^niHl 

iiiinistry kis Utd Iuik tum\e 
fromtir rMilTlK.'tvn 
Akkir lloU’hnikt'tiiptliil 
*I'lr HU.'IVC of itH' 

'^‘rvui’ W(*ri' nvrfr 
Ilian iMjipy and ore kr>»wri lo 
b4* unwillm>; Ur nawr luck io 
South llliH k. lint rm^nilv. 
v, \wu some olfa os of ilH’ 
Ci'tiire fill I JevyUrjjfTk'nt <rf 
Ti'k'malKs iC'IVkT) moved 
into Akh^u Hold, iu staff 
fm ed ii pfi'uliar proMem; 

Iht V were at a k>As as (o 
what todowirh so many 
Ixilhioisiis. While .1 few 


tiiilet;^ woukJ luve sufficcid 
for llieC lIoT ataft, ttvy 
(outKl a toilet attached Io 
cv<'rv «‘ffi\V looiu. 

But iruM the I’rtmc Minis¬ 
ter's lechr^kiiiy adviser Io 
aime up with a briiliani idea! 
Ill use the bathrooms as 
tibrane^! Tliebaihluhs, he 

aaiH, woukl serve (be pur¬ 
pose ot hirldiRK b(X)ks and 
files. Ajid liie L-})oT officials 
who lra)k up U> whiz-kid Pit- 
roda. weri* happy. I'alk of 
iiisenudy! 


Flying menace 

A c rashla'RUni< whkh fal- 
tens •rut the uiiA'rlK'Uy 
,fl .<n .urcrali. |MKir m<iinie- 
luu^e. t**rhnK'Aisnjjisic*- 
.111 liny III cani vM fndtts - 
iIk'si arc liu' u'^iLif n^asons 
ioi riinst :iirtim'‘iivuimit 


fairly IH>fiy hisses the* world 
iisvr. Kill lh»* untkTia'Ily i4 
Indian Airknes' hoiiiini Inm* l^ 
(akinK a fair arts mill d hnoi k 
inK fur anaKouetlier ikllereiii 
reavHV liird hu^! In jusi 7fi 
days—from July (4» Ifi 
September tins year • lAui- 
curred a kivs of Ks I tin ores 
as a reMin U 45 Ixrd hiK on 
Un Kcn'iiik 7:t7 and Airbus 
Hircralt ai ^insal'i all over 
tlie count rv< es|M*a'tllv dui. 
iHK takes iffs. 

The pteni*s are sIitk k hv llr 
birds nuinl y i< 11 hv Iradmiz 
edKi\ windsc reen wxl I he 
enKinehUdes. Kefibivmeni 
lit a danviited bLide d an 
Airbus Tenures a axil Ks I 
lakh m loreiim exedunytv* 
ObvKWHly. the medunH'd 
birds and thtnr feallH*red 
counfervarts are not nuck* 
fur each other. 


ForaiMfet... 

I t was a missed Oiidil 
iKeraHy. JlK'kine Indbin 
cleleeale of tlie Collee Board 
who Was Io attend the 'Other 
Mdds' inlerTutH>i>.ila»ffee 
meet m Rc uaib)i on 
Septeniher. amid not make* 
hiK preseiKv felt for want of 


THIS INDIA 


• NEW DELHI: A wom»i constabia on duly *1 tha Sobzt 
Mandi station was rapon«diy drunk to hat inislor- 
tone, the aasAiani comm>s«cne« turned up al the pohca 
staUoo, only to find r>a* in an metnaied condition She was 

I suspended immediately When her cdBaegues Ined lo 
intervene on her Oenad. they too were kuapenOed--/ndl*e 
' Express (M K, Kout. Sr>naW 
I 

i e JALANDHAR A latter trom Sifmingftam m Britam tooK a 
I record time of 25 yeara to reach its addressee 
m a vika^ m ihie di$H«t! The letter posted cn tO 
September, 1963. at BemmghMP was delivered cn 1 June 
(ivs year —77m Tnbune (SM. Mania New Delhi) 

I 

• NEW DELHI A Saroiini Nedar hogsew J e accustomed to 
payind between Rs 160 and Re 100 tor eieclnc*(y per 
month, recently received a computet’ied b<8 lor Ri 
96.602.07 lor the month of August^ The My residea in a 
two* room fioi When the computer biRng cpmoany wa 
approached •* admaied ihei the compuler had made a 
mistake—The Mndusien Times (O.P Saiai. Jebalpur) 

__— 


on air ticket! Ihe delegate 
was boriked on Swiss Air 
fnmt Bombay to New York 
and onwards. Unferturatefy. 
tlu* cf^ee expert could nut 
get a ticket fur the Kanga* 
kjre*bnnihay Indian Auiines 
flight on 31 Au^st despite 
running from pilUr tu post 
and. as a result, niisiied the 
intermtliunal flight. 

Ai airding to coffee indus- 
try mles, India thub missed 
an ext client upportuniiy In 
gauge the iiKwid nf coffee 
|1 |(k1ui ing Ixavyweights like 
hi azil a/id CoInmhiM. And llic 
Iknine ran laiK' U* laid on Ihe 
aininwrcc inimstiv hureuiK - 
rals whu. k'arci) ih«* officiars 
Inp jubt 1 2 iKMirs Mi irv he 
was (JueloenitiUne 


A wndfyll 

I I was a it*>ist rxp<*oted 
Ivinanza. WMi HiiiHMaya. 
•1 alicphcrd in drouglithii 
(rujarai. decided u> ndic his 
bherp and K«>aistuAuranKa* 
IvkI in Maharashtra in search 
of water and Mder. lit lie had 
he realised that his return 
journey would see him Ks 
Ifi.OiMiand Ifj sheep richer. 

When Kula Maya was re¬ 
luming Io his vilUge m Uu- 
jarai on hearing of the onset 
<4 ruunsoon, calamity struck 
him. Twenty of his cattle 
Aed when they consumed 
water m Aurangabad's in¬ 


dustrial estate. Maya was 
understandably aggreved, 
but only lor a wh^. 'I'he ISO 
owners of the chemical units 
in ihe estate contributed a 
hefty Ks 15.(kk). together 
with \2 healthy sheep bouj^t 
from the kg*al market. 

And Maya went back to 
Auranfnhi^ a richer man. 
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In MGR’s 
footsteps 



G. KiimdchAndnTi had 
.1 habit (if reshufflirx 
parly piists uvi ^ivcrrnmt^ni 
)ub8 ajiKiHK hiR 
iayalalitha. the fiery 
A|A[>MK leader, lias proved 
that she is not far behind. 

Already, she is busy cut* 
tinp pariv fuiKiKmanes to 
9 i2e. who she fell pu$c*d ii 
threai to her. I'dr instiiiwe, 
iinponani Jistru i secretarK's 
'Salem’ Kiuuiar iixt Setiii|uirt 
Muihiah Iwve sulfered ik* 
moth ms' liy havme their 
wjn^s cjipp<'(J b> M?k 12 iiii, Ah 
JuvaUliilui has rlone is ipve 
imptirtani fxinfobos lo her 

liumt'n |X‘(»ple, 

The ploy was. .iccordioK to 
her entus m tlie AlAllMK. 
In imke such key Kim lMvwr* 
les ^pi'Tul eoiisKk'tiihk’ linu* 
It) Ma(lr:i:t. awir« from theit 
centres, of p-'wer in the 
hometikwns, 5<> tli.it he* 
loyalists consolidated their 
own hold in those t(*miocX's. 
I^ut chtieisni not seem 
to bniht’i In r loi sIk' !&» 
convjm ed Ih.u the men 
around her—lud hap 
pened diinok iN* u«ud ok) 
d^ys of MfiR- arc rHithmi; 
without her. Aivl she would 
not like to leave pi^rsons with 
doubtful Uiyallies (Htupy 
siralegir positKins m the ilis* 
iricta when the tickets lor 
the comimz AssernWy uk*c 
tions arc distributed 



Another complaint one 
hears lliese days is thai 
iJe close to Ms JayMakthn 
are coBectVK hefly prices |o 
(Jis|)ense party pcfsts. Ihs 
IrH'Is lire hmnit htfurratt'd for 
the purposes of cieulinK 
more skMs for dislTVt setTi* 
tanes. ;oiri xHTctaivs and 
other funcboairMs after 
\cxmii suiuMt* diix "ttn^ in *<. 
Tile appointees, ii is iHeeed 
Insiders say that the lady ts 
caretiilly luckiiijr awav such 
cidlecuuns mio a s4.>«raU' 
fund whu'h will I'onie in 
liandy when the polK amn 
and no ncfi imrtncts are 
l(aind Ironi 1 k'N to sluice llie 
ei.|Miise> 

Arjun Singh 
does away with 
protocol 


C liK'f mmsier Ac^un Seijd* 

seems to have dis* 
pcn»(*H with the practice of 
jirotiM'uL Kei’ently when his 
counterpart in Gujarat. 
Amar&Ali Lhinidhary. visited 
Madhya Pradesh in attend ;i 
(uncimn m Vidishii distrai, 
nu minisier or idrn ial of the 
s’Atr ipivefnnieni turned up 
jl the Hirpiin to reecMve him. 
Nor did the slate Mtivem- 
mcni provide a ear foi 
Chaudh.iryV visit. In fad. 
the jeep in whkh the Gujarat 
chief miruster travelled from 
Vidisha to Bhu(.<d to take the 


JayalallOM: 

higMiondad? 




SlAQh lndm«r«M> 
return fhithl was provklod hv 
IVatap lUunu ShaiinH. tta* 
Ml' frciu Vidisha. 

NoOiuHv, H (liM'f mmister 
fs supposed U* be ihe s(:iu> 
jAiesi whde tMi visits iootlM*r 
slates. State hospit.iliiy ts 
extended and proio^ol 
observed even il u k'irfi>9eHS 
CM vi8H> an OppusitHKi* 
ruled stale or vu’e versa, 
’rheii whv Sinph's indiffei ecil 
behaviour Inwards u l^dhiw 
Confcressnian' 

An eye on the 
CM’S post? 


W hile th(* Cun^essdJ 
hiid* (onuiund is sith m 
two ninuN about wfielh(*c or 
not to I eplace the (hwl 
ministi*T (It Gujarat. Anur- 
smh CfKnK^wiry. iamia lead* 
cr <>eor(H’ Wmandes has 
made up Ihs mind about who 
the next mcuinbenl will be. 
I .AccordiDK to Kemarxk's. the 
Ojfwrvss IS sure li> receive a 
I dnibbirijt at the huslinjex ir 
’ the next elertxms and then 
[ (be only pc^rscMi wIhi wiO be 
[ able to ulie over the reins of 
; tbc state’s administrative 
> tnachiDery is Charuin I'aieL 
the president ot Oh* stale 
i lint of the* Janata Party. 

Paiei. leader of the 
I Oppusitxin an the prev'ni 
I Assembly, has hcTii very 
actnt* rik'ently iic was m 
the fnrefrom of ihe tanners' 
ajpfstitti for emp insunnre 
dues and the traders' 
ajpunst turnover tax. Aie his 


•^^^NUOMNo^s 

UdLlRAIUKMiANt 


prcsLiit cffoii'*; ilirccUMi ,o 
wiMiiri^ the* will) m, 

eye mi ilie t.Ms ckiir: 

Why Bommai 
said ‘no’ to 
Alexander 


W liv IK K;ini.i!.ikii chid 

mniislc r s.K llotmicii 
so mii<]i iiu^niiKt juiv H ide 
OM’iii on llic* j(M)K''k^ivlinu 
Ciiuvciv wjiU r (iMmUv' Ik 
iMUH*. he lerk n nmdM k iil 
UviuiesKiiKii in T.iiiiil Nndii 
lo Uikc the i’ltvlii hii unv 
bn .iklhnmMli nnl 'Oh e 
riiHMUlv u>e It (of ll)«'n pii/t) 
ayraml.i in ilie ensuinj* 
As«-tnblv ekc'lioii'-, riii-M 
ConifrosKinc'ii Imcc lx*er) iii 
the lubil (rf p'lltiiij! tlieii nwii 




Bommei shrewd leciKs 
b;Kks lor hiiv iV^nk 

dcMH’ In Tile troKeniiv'(kii iMH 
I*^e^x1<•nt’b Rule now on in 
lllc ^^lTe, hornUMi !*> KilMi to 
hnve fv Anted (nil to ii ftiend 
dunou hi> Msii lo Maclrii'^ (or 
the* Unneli o( rhc' N'<n ion.il 
Kroni lAi IT Si'pieinlKt rius 
IS why when Ikmioi.ii itht 
T amil NH;ln tioveriNu I* i. 
Atcxiindef on IH .n frtenihe; 
lo discuss the CnuM ry w.ifei 
dis|iute Ixiw'tx'il Tlie Iao 
•.MU'., tH‘ luid ah'.iilv midc 
U|< Ills mint! lo .s.iv no’ to .oiv 
r<*r|iieM foj rek'iisc of \v»iU'r 
(<► ihe fliirsly rvots .itross 
the Ixntki 'I sliall wail f«kr 
an elecletl jpiviTnnu nT Tti tx; 
lonnvd III Tamil Nadu befnre 
diHusKiRK Cauvcr> wnh hiiV' 
IxhIv.” hotniiiai is repnited 
to liHve said.B 
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D.E. NIZAMUOOIN 


Rama Swaroop 
cries freedom 


Wliv I'* llit l.iMH <1 

a>!rnl S«Mi«K»|i 

I nuiv iNhMM' 

|)r(Ss Itrrtlnih' Th.inks !•* 
(1it' IU'liiin.ilHMi hill M>n 

rtl>vc’l^y. Sw;ii(Ri|i, ainviil 
Iv uiiifi'r III ri’sl, tliink'' 
iIkiI Ills iH’i'diiin Is <is ^riMi 

<111 issur iis iIh> Irri’iliHii i>l 
lU* pit'ss. In <1 rcu'hi urtu 
lai. Swarimp has ri|>|HsiUHl in 
rortiiiii jmirnalisis in Ihc 
aipilal In risiiii* hiiu in (Ih* 
n<im<* nJ |)n* 8 s frmhHiL In 
iIh* pBilhHK* iiiHHsih Swiirnn)) 

hns Iisti;il till* iiianv injuftlHvs 

fK'ivi'trail'd aii<iirisi hirii by 
K2)iv*»Knvi*mitieri culniimii- 


* 

-■(. 


If ▼ 

J 




lions with thf AsM'Ribly 
Spraki’f S.C. Jlia. who wis 
»n aspirant for the CM's 
post. Aud does nuf svcm to 
hi* K«’ltuij2 ahinjt wnth ihu 
]*CC(U cM. Tang Anwar, 
any mort*. Anwar lind 
restKn(*d from the puat ol 
chairman tA (he 2 ii'p(>uif 
protiramme unpIcmeniaiHin 
conKibtlec m proCesi axabisi 
Ihe sbw proKresa the slate 
had been making ih enfornni( 
(tie 20 point pmKramnHv 
Kartier. when Anwar had 
reagpied ftnm the post ul 
rhairman of Bihar's Snal 
Scale Indusirws Corpora- 
tKm. I hr I hen CM Jaxatmth 
Miahra was forced to quit 
Anwar's resiipuiHin from the 
20>pani pryxramme commit¬ 
tee poet Ihie lime ia definitety 





X'> 


Ohoeh. fe* mirth tfiMele tare 


On an equal 
footing 


Ih'Hii itrapevine has it that 
tlie rneml>ers*auK*nitie$ coin- 
nut Ur las decided that both 
wiU b(* er^icil m the eyes of 
the eovrrnmenl Not only 
that but the muoh cherished 
"free iravfi ” will nut he rc*s* 
irtcted In trips tn and fnun 
cimstituemH‘s hut will be 
from any |uiinl to any point. 




s ^ 
over sail 



MUppeis like 'dul ymi know 
wiuil Mr X was doiiitf iImI 
ev(*iMnK^ HI! can IkHirdir- 
slum t.iTK' wonders to wluit 
ekii ui iIm' iiroftinmuiie «;m 
Ik’ iisi’il against p<dilual 
iippiineiils Ilf Iho filling 
pnriv 


it ^ 




-- ■: h¥ 




■ S.‘ 
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ThenewONIDA. 

Nothing can toudi it... except hie glance of envy. 

wr^< hctmihMfon take$ on the colour of envy and hands tighten around o£>eccs 
that can De hurled, may U' once again iirere’s a new ONIDA on ifSe hort^on 

Yes. the new ONIDA is liere wtth the bew/tching 'Cube' ioo»^i Magic of technology 
captured wirhm a fully rr^juide-rJ, exquisrte caotnet. and an exotre Wack tube C)evil(Sh good looks wim 
fearup slightly oeyrvid trie* of tf*e times Yes. ir has everything poised at youi fingertips waning 

Bur i^fore yoii unleash ii ali.dor*’! forgecEnvy waits at the wings So. heed this old 
word of wisdom tove rfiy neirjhtxx^r. but guard rhy ONfCw 

ONIDA.. Neighbours envy Owner’s pride. 
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',11M V MI a i*H Y< HJ h.1 a* .i|ri h' 

(Ik’ in iiio i)( 
nnd (he 

I »sk < 1 in< kn Mki’ii hv atftiM s to 
.*> IiH’Vi'Ilk’ll (arift’is Nok’, 
cvv’» a itiiHiiofi »wii wdl 
ki H»w Jmi w siH h an a jK’ik v 
worJt^ 

Arfun Psfth0$M9tftr. Madr** 
(TsmMftsdul 


Paeans for Zla 

K ultlqi Suvai's wnie up 

• TinH’ tiff H 

II 17N’litiinheri 
Imtvs nwn V (li.i(i ii rev(’al> 
alxHil iIm’ fadtiul ol (iHI '/.u\\ 
polk'H’v Ht’im^lll u** well 
use reM’aith i.H'ili(K’<<Aiiil' 
able lo him hi kiitc .i huttlc on 
how il wastivn /.ui wIhi 
slait«-<1iiHlilarv limning «*( 

I Sikhs 111 I m I 'jkisi an 

' wit hill ii vear • 4 his i.ikis ivei: 

I llow (Ih’ loriiH’r IMMstaiH 

hi'SKhiii rnsud'il rlk’ le 

suiiI|)(hmi <4 ('s ai iiis «i|> 

(ibi s w’hk h ws’re 
aKerllH’ 1^(71 war; aikllHiw 
hi’ Allow ctl Ilk' use <ij i*;ik|s 
lam Hod Ik i. lA.w'dviHiHhH 
MxJsaUo AMi;uiistan. '/.u< 
India pr 4 H'v WMs I'okiuri^ hv 
a Ikiniiiiit di’Hin' h» av entfe 
% Ik* (k'h-M wliK'h k’dltithe 
I rri’AkMiof lUiikdadcsh, Siu* 

' riif)i niiiK. ii was Muran* Ik' 
sal wki was J^mk* Mjiiisler 
wik’ii ihi* firsi sijpul ot ter 
riMisiii njfmiist hKli;i w vhi up 
Hui sutiiwaHik’iliMnnot 
/laovor our MHiHirpHinwiI 
ISIS, dial pisijik* like Naval 
fiikJ II i’onvvriieiil (oovrikaik 
ik'M’aspeiis 
Padhif W 4 ft 9 ^ /•rtdUad 
tH^anw) 


■ hileUihSerkv IS ikk‘(»l Ihe 

ouii I (lAit H 4 4 n o Hint rv s 
ssvunlv nms it was rejrfiv 
ill'll »H eri mu 11»kam alk ut 
ihr 'k’nous Lips4>s r» i sii 

iriti’HiLk’rH'e <l)-piirink'nls It 
Is link* Ihe KovifiinH’iil tcvik 
|h»siltvi* sle|>s lo ■iqiToi e Ik 
iiit 4 ’l|i>teiK c th'lW'ta k :tiKl 
lu'ike il «Mk’ i 4 iIh’ Ik'S! ni ik 
world. 

$ttfs taftjrwA, 

CifMc* rOrMkwl 


The undercover 
business 

A ^aiirr ihnHiKh liistarv 
shows that ilbMii a ktn^- 
(iooi I ruriildi’t) and wasie* 
tkk ed lo asks owlli^ to lack 
i)f iinfiiarv iiilvIiiKi'iH v> Il is 
viTaMy inipiirtani (or any 
rouiury toxiiin v,tlti;d)le in- 
tormation reKarduiK Ik iiidil 


I was a remiur H’iioer oi tiu* 
ifxkm Ktfwc’ss tiU wliai 
M.J. Akbar tv^rms hlvknnil 
|ixirnalisni Imvaith' its kirii* 
(/h’ktK’, H • ITSetXcnilX'r). 
WhAt WAHoiKv responsible 
nppohilHin has kvomc mod 
vated \'i(nol ni tk* eosl of 
rredihikiy. 

Whal Anin Shourte (mk tri 
realise w’lien he iikIuIi^’s n 
pamphlekTrms • insteiidof 
reporting Hnd analysing —ih 
( hal sudi writing louk» good 
unlv wdien HashKl a the Lok 
S.iblu bul tends tr» becoiik’ 

iedMiu«^ after some iiniv. 

Sinf Ovwrtw CaVvna fWMT 
SeryaU 

■ Il wnsmoie tike ihi* p«K 
cabnglhe kettle black. And 
M.J. Akbar's dialribe agamsi 
Arun Shciuhe sounded kke 
Kbssy Karanpa banterAg <a 
jounWniic tikes. 

Akbv has accused Shuine 


AAW hMtfquartvra in New Dstfil osAsrifip iii l i m sn c s 

•iry strengths and pkins of 

neighlkiurs. be tk’v hoslilv 
Ml* U leiullv It w*:is sIvk king 
\{t k’iini lluil (omk’i I'M 
Morarjt Dc’sai spumed the 
i tiaiK'v < 4 lava ig hands t>a t k 
hluepnni u! Ik Kahut.i nuc¬ 
lear ofl’.ikistan. Had 
we obtained it then, much of 
our pic’sent I ears about 
I'.ikistan's nu k'aramibilvAH 
Vicaikl lU'vi’i hioe enisled. 

GiV. FrMmt. Mtngshn 


T H’ atik'le (7*^1* hve ttui 
(tare tttH sfk-ak r/s a*une. 
31 JuJy>^ August > BUormeil 
us ak Hit tk tn< ivience of a 
nunik’r (4 ^iuths who are 
h Hiel > and want to bt* a part 
ufniamstteamstk’iety Wc 
on- il gn Mip <4 dcM.’!* »r3 and 
psviiibitrists who ate willing 
to |>r<ivHie lreetciiiri'4'lhiig lo 
anvoiH' w ki desires a c ure. 
tHir address is: Artuarwis 
Club. HinNu. KH71—K. 
77 n’ 7tfnes<4 (ndin. Htanbav 
4lgil«)l 


n I wtiiidc I liou vou man* 

agi’d to sue tire soivik'll III 

l( irn lat i< •n ak hii h ii elligei s r 

rigeni’ies al hiHiie ,i> wdl as 
abroad, t kilv a m.igarine «4 
your rcput<' could luindle ilw 


I 

I 


I 


Ml tumitng selerti\e cam¬ 
paign-. While t 111 > IV (U-Iwl 
ahk’. w'iMt akiut .Aktiar him 
self V-inns Itading 1 III‘ char- 
,«*(<-i as'vissiij.Hlioti .ig.iinst 
\ .1’. Siigh. Kanihiiili 
tioi*nka. and row. >ihiHiri(',’' 
.Aiii dkt ;fi’ensiijon ,i gains i 
sIsiitiH.’ i» ilni u1 luvibeimg 
ih( i*auM’ 1)1 a sivtKai ol ihe 
f lp(*'^''Ill'll I 

S.M. ttaAeak. $ae««»derab»tf 
(4a^ra 


Pragmatic retreat 

T in I IV i I vtHTl ’ 1'Ih‘IUII 

<•! n iMOl,’-. II ; I* 

.Sl'pic miIh’I ^ wa-.cM • isive 
anrl inhain.itiNi* (Mc’c r on the 
conic lUuniv I kiaiiviiMHi Ihli, 
whic h lu> 1 oiiic III lo) wirle 
S>ti’iid enhe iMo fpoin all si‘C’ 
l1iM|^ o/ S4K H’lv It g4M'!« wilh 
im\ v.tvnigih,it thetomlh 
eHbile as ,i wlHdc* hiiv placed 
a cU'ililalilc* lole >iikI -Uc 
ccH’tk’d w'lu’ie Itic Opp‘*''dMA 
(ailed 111 c’xixisnig Ihe lU’la* 
rHNisck’als ol om ihimr 
Miniviei 

SVIien the imimgiiecl Hill 
was ai (list pLavtl in Hailia- 
11 Kill, Intlc’ Kaiivtiandhireal 
is(' Ik' ouU ) V It w ould kill! 
to. Haiivtliing, llH'lielaim 
tVMi Hill has Hcivc’d to de* 

moiisii.io* iImI iIh pen ih 
nuelitic’i ikai tIm •«v.'>iicl 

M, K. Ahmetl»b*d 

• K.yiv (*atidlii Iuk{ actually 
wanic'd tk llefriinatHai Hih 
lo keep hi.s s^uxly deals away 
InAi the g)an’ r»l (he piihlK’ 
evx’. Howc’ver. tk PM did 
well to think rationaJIv and 
willKjraw the Hill. 

8huk»n»9wm- 

tOrfiMl 

■ ITie iJc’fatnation Hill Wds 
an <ittempi to llirutile Ihe 
tteedcHii of Uie VH ess <ukI tins 
coi4rc»rilalxin wilh the press 
could fuive hocmieranged on 
Hd)iv (/andk and his govm- 
nu’iil Di the forlh(*oming par- 
lijuiH'iilarv dec (Mins. Those 
who w'’)e *a\<<uniig Ihr Hill 
suiiply'dirlfri uiulcT stand that 
frecdiAi of the pic»ft is one 
i4 tk’ edifices on which 
demoerdcy sl<ind». (t is guitc 
clear that Kaii>' Oandb h«a 
lost hi mandate with Ihe 
fp^an masses. If he manages 











ii> fiHtn Ou* next B'kvcm* 
It H'l]/ ho d hi)! sut- 

prii^o. to s;iv the lodst Hk* 
ItoUirs and Kairfax s»'divialfi 
liavo t.iken Tlioir T<tll ol tho 
niliiit; p.«nv. 

Till’ irnini)!nod liill wnv 
amplo phNif o( tiH* hiot ih.ii 
the RONomnlent wanted tu 
I lido s'MIioIImh)!. Uvmn a 
iili7on id liKlia, 1 viok'ixm’ 
tile uni onditiDTial a*iilidi;iMal 
I if iIh' Ihll lA’IiHh throat I’lKxl 
111 do>trnv itH* donMMfdttv' 
^ahiir of oui I'ouritrv. 

4M( MMIm. SAirirt rSM#fl 


th -10 SoiHniv 

heri. (fail to uiKk*istand 
whore tlio stri^l di'H iphnc 
impartt'd to a |ioIko idiiotT 
(bsuiipi’.irs iho imnulr Ih* 
wtsir^ hl^ nnih>nii ll i> al«i> 
HiiudmK Ktw awixikiii lus 
Ix'vn a wiDiiip .k i'i»nii>bi*o Oi. 
iTUiH* poriH’triiO^d imi Irt 
sisior. WKu K.il|ki 
nil's IhkImimI Vonkalo'siUHU 
ihv hits diMH* In his uilo 
1 >v crTi IN no 1 he 11 .luiiu i^ at 
dcoU c< Hnnii*nd.il ao. 

tf, C ufwmx rt hy, 
trjfMiMirfiij 


hr^t. I lie i'diLii k.inRes aio 
cmvrtxl Iw' ihiik voKetatxm 

« hh h hi'lps II 1 . 1111 ] ail 11 Ih’ ei*< • 
bitiH’al huiiiKo in die ivt^Hin. 
Soinul. dies4'ctiAinolds are 
IcKTin d m a lioavA rainuill 
atod and tlH*re is .i hi^i 
'itilpluii < <tnioril ui tk’ dsd 
whk h ;in«hii' 0 ^ sulpliurh’ 
ihiiHiid) Ibxxorsil roxolvxis 
As .1 ro’wili ilioio IS a nusMM' 
oi<is« ni I *11 In* b K r>a’m oi Ihh • 
(kn'* wlM’h«aus«’s ik’itradji 
iHinnI Ik* ai;rmihiiratiiiKls 

liobiiii'. 

I’Udk’i. lU’ 1«'ii*nHint>i*( 
central oxnnxlloedid imiI 
hnO the .ik’Kdlhins iih’Ii- 
tk«Ml ml hi’ .iniik’ialKl 
Hh’ hbislinRH im4»lvx'd ml I ns 
lyjx'iii MHiiiiii: Is pitnKi): to 
ka imiui o Uri niib’s 
dioiuid. 

».«. <Mta. W W. 


i'\i> nik niU’i s<nnnniU’o'' 
ri-ixiTi ,i<. U'lnv 'lainU'il wiOi 
lalsiricaiHHi ol iiiiths . " I 
vi’iHild tike iiijUMiil Din that it 
was.I coni 111 }v:iiu*l '«'t op fiv 
tho diiVtitiiK’nl 111 i<sil ol ilu' 
oiH’ikW niini'.tn to |moI>o iIu' 
cliaruo'm.Kk hv Ihill.i .iixl 
Mali.iMt:i au.mi'*l MX || i< 

iho«iMiiiniiloo whiih Iniiml 
iIh’ ch.irci’s as tioinu h.iM’ 


ki’kill dinu Ilk' hListiiiR', I 
have nil IikIocI the \ low p< iinl 
ol iHiihik' NK X a- wvll •i** 
ifsKi III ilu' I'uikiikhal SVi’l 

iai<'thp.inisiiaMt ShX'sin* 
ik’s halo >*knNn itui tho 
sound lisoh-wii hih|Ki 
imssihk’ hiniK 


Peasant leader 


S oihCii .Suv'idfivovwf 
I/I ;i /n’as.iiir <i> imiJiIu'i.iik 
M L'4 Vptnnk’T J inado in 
U'M'sim)! Pi’.icliiiu. Ih’ii l/iliti 
Ik kind 111 loadi’i < mu' iicoiIs 
iiiiiav A ]n:i( tii’iil man liko 


Hftffhika KamfinruJion 
ri’p/iex. I am at a kiss to 
undetslmxllk purijoso ol 
Mr I )utu mid Me MnkinlaX 
Mier sHke tliey kivo hardlv 
refuted onyihiAK (Imvo wnt- 

H*n. Tk‘ir dnnoyaiH o 

lo xleni from Ihv fm t tkil I 

meorpurated the vwws of Ik 

North Kastem Coalfield 
tNKCi, sonic id which well’ 
lahd Jin'k’M or pt ants oul 
tile tvoln0( id und environ* 
iiK’iual djiiiatse k’lnjE <*ausvd 
bv i>|>en cast mining m tk' 
fktkji KmiKes. Bui that 
cxdctly vdial the artwk* hH« 
tried lopiNiH out. 

i k’>’ have nU»ii«d tlie 


doufn«H»ls pro(M0n9 tQalMt (h« B» M mm omni 

■ Tk'|>eramalHinUillkHl 
jiistiriahh >!oncratoil.i kikmI 
deal ol heat and (xisskii 
throiiplioni tho ihe ^i nm* ry 
I If course, one I.Hits It deny 
the tw cd for stfiiikenl de* 
faniaiKin laws in j ciAiniry 
like ours where s<*nK* irres¬ 
ponsible ministers accuse llie 
iTcsidcni of having! imks with 
terronsts vinhrmt even a 
slirwl rd evidence. J'k s<* 
pe()|>lc nil diHibl dc'serve to 
tx* punislieu. The pn^xised 
Bill was an itpiMrent attcmpl 
on the pari i>t die j^ivem* 
meni to stifle the voice of the 
press. unnecessary de¬ 
lay in withdrawiniz the Bill 
only lowered the Rovem- 
metiTs esteem m the eyes of 
the peof^c and also proved 
that the Rovemmcni had an 
ulterior motive. 

MmHMykhmHmm, CafcvfC* 


An open issue 


T he r<*|«>rl I A/iriei//;in 
i.ss!R-. 24 Jijuh'jlus 
mtsro|iteKi’i>uxl ilx’ vk>w ot 
Ik* BurlKUKh.ll Wi’lloro 
(hipuiisilRin and Us chtir - 
nun S. K. 1 hjtt a wk * kis 
k*enqui4cd. 'UteoruarHsa* 
tion IS uppi ised to opei i cas4 
nunmiE fm i wo basM’ reas«iii&' 


Devi Uil; conlrevwMl Ivadtr 

Inin, wIki kk^ves Ulioo in 
ilian in ikocv. is 
act unify <1 ini’s-oaii (oi tho 

<>)>p<»smiM> |sirtio III linlhi. 

Me IS dctc'i miiH'd |o hnnp (he 
entire (ipi^'slion uiuk i oix* 
umbielhi. iK'vi l.al s stand on 
the reipoTial parties is irui' 
because it is only such u 
rcRKinal ciH>rdin.itioii thiil wiH 
lirinR about c'dhk’lu'o rc* 
spoHMibitily in Indian politics 
4W4Mt. NvwDvM 
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lt*s e cruel world 

M y heart weeps for the 
unfortunate Kalpua 
Sumathi (Big tnxiNe in trf* 
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Olympic depression 
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P.t. UVm rw wty lo »• IOMr’« 


O rH* vw>nui*n bi*iw<x*ii tc.’irs and an^t, and 
UH*n suicunths Ut Mh. Did you kn(»w ihai 
I Oivre was a counii v called Uh* DS Virgin Islands? 
Or arKiiher called N«*lh Ainilh^K.' Ai Icuvi ihat i» 
how Ttiv Ouardiaa writes tire naoie: {K ihaps ihi* 
I lidl iMmc' K Nelhcrlandi AniiU<*s uIm' knows? 
i )iH* niay ra A krv)w i Ik' nun ic< of i he 11 mi ii ry- • Init 
one is rH>w f<irc<.*d to care l^>lh ilu* Virgin 
Islands aitd the Antilk'S have a nied;il each in the 
Stsjul t)tymp*cs» and sdms Um>. Liillc n iiions. 
dols on the islands i»<iliitt'd hv vast 

stretches of water: little parcels of hind ideniiried 
by nut much more than h fliiir in the lohhy uf the 
Dmied Natnia but sliQ containinjt cnoujth re* 
aervea of abAty. disci|>linc. and most of aU- 
coinitutmcnt to take a place in the i hun of 
medal*winners at Seoul, h'ori^et the irumts who 
have made the medals :i Kesture of inic'mational 
prestiiEt. the Soviet llmon and the ifrvai Socmlisi 
sponipers<Ni8 friHii Hast Ijcrnunv and lluriury 
wnd even Kuljurra; the scintillating Americans, 
f^>^tB.xnlsl> limned by individual glamour and 
i^syncracies. and so louchm»lv put none us 
they hear their natuHial anthem from the podium 
and burst attu tears: the calnwr Weirt Kuro* 
peans, decked with the flaturat reserve <d i^r 
avihsatHins. hornet also the individual i^cniuses. 
who would have IriurrHihed urcspixtive of 
naumality; the flambovaiu Ho Joyner who hurst 
iiHu a victory rmik: both lo thi* UM) jik) 2n<i 
metres, knp; before reachznjt the tape la the cool 
and lrifli’*too-shb CaK Lewis pK’kinp up m 
his seitNid suevessive Olympics: or iho great 
Daley llumpson. finuDy defeated but only by 
age. Look at the list of Olympic champions (niin 
natkms such as these: Sunnani. Senegal, Mon¬ 
golia. Costa Kica, l*hilippines. Jamaica. The 
African nations, even lower than us on the 
world's poverty rankings. hav« made sucli 
extraordinary strides in long-distance racing that 
even the television cuinmentatf.>rs have got used 
to the twisting syllables in the names of the 
superb African champions. Even Kakislan has 
won a bronze, and since it was not in hockey. H 
must be notched up as a special achievement. 

fndia did not exisL As one watched the BBC 
Television screen producing such brilliant and 
cnnrsiunus coverage iif the («Ames (far better 
reafly than actually being in Seoul itself), a quiet 
depression ovenook one. After 40 years of 
freedum. we have reduced ourselves to the 
margins. Other countiies were no better than us 
four decades ago: many were much, much 
worae. Look at Uie host country itself, South 
Korea, What a fascinating, remarkable achieve 
rnenl. Itfling itself up into the slrstosphere of 
proaperiiy and imemadonal respect. U coo* 
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iwai >t«l—Hom m liocfc»y» W< ptrtoimtim 

ducted the Olympics with style, penache. and 
toufth con6deAce. Superb nrgantsatk>n. oMceAem 
environment and the ability to set up a dniji- 
leslins laboratory that is so sophisiKated that it 
lays low the most civver of cheats. Ben Johnson 
may be only the must famous of the athletes 
hyped up by artificial drugs, and the Bulgarian 
weightlifters the most cunk. bvi (here are 
others—even as I write, news comes of two 
Britons with Unjgs in their unne samples (much 
to the enibaiTassmeni U the BBC commentators 
who have spent a lifetime equaling Bntain with 
fairpUy). But look at the way the smaB country. 
South Korea, has been inspired mio sheer 
sporting achievement (14 medals alre.idy at the 
moment of wnling, liHh in the wurM. above 
France. China. Pr^nd. Australia and Japan. The 
advantage over Japan mujt be especiafly sweet 
to the Koreans). 

Bui where is indiu? Lkown lofirst*riiund loser: 
down ttj absolule scratch. Even the little b^* 
loons of hope in hockey and hurdles, pricked 
with contemptuous means by a world which 
barely deigns to glance at us. We simply do not 
matter. All we have is the pathetic pleasure of 
legend. We can content ourselves with stones of 
Dhyan Chand: once, the Amencan defenders fgg 
so frustrated and desperate that they hit Dhyan 
Chand on the legs. He went into a huddle with 
his colleagues, and then, during the rest of the 
game, he dribbled the ball 18 times through the 
defence, went up to the goal line, left the bal 
there a^ walked back without scoring a goal. 
TKe ultimate huixuliaiion. Is the story true^ No 
idea. But [ heard iu bebeved d. and consoled 
myself with it while 1 watched Korean women 
play hockey the way Indian men did. I 
watched Kenyan Julius Kahuld proudly loping 
through his lap of hcmour, the flag of his country 
fluttering in his hand, the colours of Kenya 
respiendeni on milBona of television screens 
over the world, and all I can do is wonder when [ 
wiU see the tricolour flutter so proudly. I see 
Ivory Coast's name among the fuiaiisis U the 
relay and wonder while every country improves 
each day, we regress. P. T. rrasees i medal 
by a h^-breadth in Los Angeles, but in Seoul 
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there w no one even remotely near the pndium. 
So many national anthems ^ed stadium after 
siadKen. twirled through living rooms through 
televiibn and ndio but we in have the 
famtest hope of ever liearlng Juiu. Gnnt. 
Afana... And yet our people do very well in other 
environmeiits. The Anglo* Indian boys and girls 
we Ignored or paironised have goiii* to AuHtralia 
and taken its hockey mlo the realms ct gold and 
Silver; Imam Sherwani siored iwo superb goals 
for Britain in the fiixals. but we on Uw Kubi'oiUi* 
nent Kratch around hotang for a liM>k*in. Why i 

Why! 

Is there an answer? 1 wintder if it is because 
we do not have any iwnse of nHlionai achievi** 
ment. of that great spirit of patriot isni, of 
settessness and endeavour and trust in conmion 
achevemmi which builds team and natkiiiHt 
spirit. We seem to be victims of a crxiiplaceni 
patnolism. devoid of ihe gut moiivalion that lifts 
the quality of any effort. As <i nation we keep 
reducing ourselves to the k)wesl common di*- 
nominator rather than the highest aimmon 
factor—and, conditioned by a petty vision 
sneer at anyone who even hints at acfiievement 
and hard work. Just 40 years into this grent and 
Nstork task <4 nation-buildmg, we have become 
title more than the spe^ators who once filled 
the Colosseum m the dying days of the Koman 
Empire The only thing that enthuses us now is 
the sight id two tdbdiators trying to kill each 
other purely for the sake uf the individual 
survival and our collective venakty. Let anyone 
by to rise above pettmess, and we be^une 
Jeering, sneering chorus. No one cares atxiul us 
because we do not care about ourselves. Maybe 
we should hand over <yur next (>lyni|iic contin¬ 
gent to die Indian Army: they are the only ones I 
can thnk of with all the qualities necessary- 
patriotism. commitmeni to vKiory and the iron 
discipbiie that muse Ite at the core uf any great 
adwvemcnt. 

P.S. ; A thought. Would we have done any 
better in the Olympics if there was a way by 
vtedi we could negotiate a medal for nurselves? 
We are not winnert. We are negotiators. 




Get high in Ooty. 



^And have a great time in between. 
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U •*! |irin< I'K Mvhoi'c 


I I 1^ .loi 'll l.iL ,1 1 m I'.ik 

Hi .t\ I >l«i 0 \ I lil« i|IIN I , 

\ihI m Lin ,1' 1 1 n liiMit \» t .illoi'W.tliie • /ii.i|ir\ 

III I IlM t| Still ^tl^(t'U 

■ I hiu iiVitMi til iklUMi 
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• i ktn* friftn ni.v 
1'1'fktn, oM mckhIi^I 
hillniilf •I|7 culril Ilirge 
likvunouh ri«iin" 

A nuili'ji • MuUi I'uiHkiir 
fi'KUiiirnni, eiB'kUiil 

& iniinue * HeuJlIi 
\t «loll nillitinlH (Ninf 
^ ri">ni iiiH»"ir k itm'h 
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in<«VM'« « S;bi i,*I riminriitnn n-rfD 



Go regal in Mysore. 
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GOSSl^WEE^N^O^ 

KHUSHWANT SlMGH 


T.S. □lot’s Indian 
connection 


Sep(«;n)ber-t*n<1 
bt'inK T.S. Eb(if> 
iciuth birth 
anniversary. I 
found myH'lf re- 
rvadiMK hi8 works 
and the inhutes 
hfinjt paid to hini. 
In the pro* 

icci to rrnarTK' the Uindon t.ihrarv aftit 
him h<is run inin diflicnii bi^caUM’ of 

the refusal r>{ ilir kx’sl iewry to ro* 
openin'; ElKit Mie his ini'nlor. Krru 
INiurKi, has innny um'fxn^ihitieniary rr* 
ferenres to the Jews, I was iihitc 
interested m r«xlisi'overinK wbeiher Jn« 
dia hnri ni any way infliH*mt'd l^koi's 
thinVio^. rwo Indian names .«pp(*ar m his 
anthology: of M>rz<i Munid All Ke^ and 
Cornriu Somhii. To fk'it is ik'dieatrd a 
thvul III tie s^’lf'caruaturc'. 

How iin|>loasanl 1o meet Mr Elmt! 
With his features of ( lerxal rut. 
And his brow s(> cnin 
And Ki$ mouth so pnin 
And hiH c<invers>Uiot>. nicely 
Kesineled to What precisely 
And if and Pcrlwps and Hut. 

How unpleasant to moel Mr Klsit! 

With a bohtaif rur 

In a coat of fur 

And n porpentine cal 

And a wnpsical hat; 

How unpleasant to meet Mr Klnt! 
CumeLa Sorabji persuiided Eliot to 
write the p<'em enlitlcd To 7V Irnfians 
who ihed in Afncn for indusHxi in her 
aniholoRy Queen AJarv's Hook Fof /ri- 
dia. In this abort poem n( his kitcr ycar3 
Eliot has flashes o( his earlier brilliance. 
He recreates scenes of ah Indian villager 
dyin^ on alien soil fur a cause be is dsniy 
aware of: 

A man's deslinaOon is his own vil* 

laKe, 

His own fire, and his life's couhinjr 
To sit in front tif his own door m 
sunset 

And see liis Krandson. and his i>eiKh* 

hour's grandson 

IlayinR in the dust loKtiher 

but secure, he ha» many 
memories 

Which return at the hour of conversa¬ 
tion. 

(The wsrm or the cool hour, accord- 


iAj{ to the ( lanolc'i 
t H hifeiim men. whi: loutdn ui Un iiim 

pLicrs. 

Korviim to i*aih irttwr. 

A RianS dc simiiiHin is ims his dvx* 
liny. 

Ev(*ry couiMiy is homt* pi oim- man 
And cxih- to anil her Whi'r<* n man 
dM's bravdy 

At on* wuh las di siinv. that sinI is 
hk 

Lh his viNapi* ri-im-NilM’i. 

I am ni>l iniie whelhi-r Elnil <'Vi*r 
vifiied India hui it is evident thit he Jvid 
more than a piissiiH* kivnvfc'dip* <4 tli** 
f ^/lAJj/sfuds in Inn most ts'MiraU'd 
piN*m 77ie MVi.sfc Luid IJ iKsird lh 
Karan Sm^h ushi' ii fnan nwmotvl, the 
Tirale Hlur the Thutukr .Sn/is biiMt) on 
a visioi) of an Indian landsc ape. 

llanpa was sunken, and the hinfi 
k'dves 

Waited lor ram. uhih the Idaik 
cktuds 

<lathered lar dtslani. <Avr Hmuvant. 
I'he junjde criiu<*hixl. humped m 
sikiKc. 

'rhen spoiu’ the thuixkr 
DA 

Datta: Whal have wv inven? 

Aft Cl an nUerruptnai the tltemc is 
taken up; 

Dayadlivam; I havt* hi«nrd the key 
Tisn N> the duor onre and turn ttn*v 
only 


I m intemted in radtecevtring 
wlMliw bidH M11 anjr mjr 
iHfl w w ce dBWiWpfcH8...l«fi 
not MR «lwlher EM ew visited 
bidbMHHevkMlHtliehid 
moR thn a pnetag towwMge e< 
the(^MM«Hb.lnhiiiiie(t 
ceMntedpecn TtaWaNilMt 



WV I lank c»f ttv* key. emh in Ins 
l>nvm 

nunkmu tlx* key, cat h ctuifimis a 
pnwxi 

Onlv ^t Tiiiditi.sll. aeihrical rumours 
Kevive for a iiMimcni a broken 
CorioliiHJH 

And the final siimtmnit up; 

I tail H. DuyixJhvam. l>aii>yata. 
SiiuHiii *lwKth sfuntifi 



NIRADC.CHAUDHURI 


N ir.id Kahu’s fir^i ctMitrilHitinn to I'he 
.’VRH’^'lfrJrV Ihury will sadden hm 
lUhunH liitik' IihImii admirerN. He wnles. 
"AhhcHJuli I have ihav livid fiar IK years 
in Koiitaixl and liavs' ikA rt*visited India 
wen cNKC. I lot .lily rejett the »talu» uf 
HitfiHtfrant. when Ihtise whom I 
ttAisHk-r «i be anmixiants ask 

me why. I say; iWcauM* in the first 
Nisl-tiKC I del not ciatw iK'rc of my own 
wd as vou did of youiss hut was brought 
cA'er; m*xt. a inic Indian immigrant 
Im'(iiiih> wealthy in Kntaip whereas I 
Ivtve Ix'txxnc ukm^I a piuiper.*' 
Kunhi*r down Ihi' same dairy hi* adds. 
"J have hvvd m Kiixland on what even 
the Kiiphsli wockuiK class callH the 
laivcrlv k*vel." 

Isn't iYk'Tk' anyone who couhl arrange 
for the Chaudhuris now in tlnr 90& to 
roiuni twime and spend ilw years re- 
maimnx to them in comfort and diipi'ty 
due to (he country's nxisi disinitdnshed 
mieHertUHp 

ROMANCE ON A CYCLE 

>'ounx lady still unfamiliar with the 
art uf cycHinx ran her cycU* iiit<i an 
(ltd SardarTi’s lex^, I'he Sar^rji turned 
round and asked angnly. “These are my 
k'xs, noi a bicycte stand." 

Hy sheer coincidence the next day it 
was iht* Sardarji who by jccideni ran his 
cyck* into the younxlady. ft was the turn 
uf tile lady to repnnumd him. “At your 
aice and with your lunx beard, aren’t you 
ashamed of cxHninK on me on your 
cycle?" 

"Hibi." repked the Sardarji. *'my beard 
is not a bnke." 

(Ci^tributt^ by fttfjeer Kiur. Sew 
Mu) ■ 
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When intentions are suspect 


T k’ iMilv ol K.i]iv 

(liiiifjlii’s ri'oi'iu visir ii» f'un>ab is 411 
:ilJ (Mtiv riHvlihK << irrsh Mlusotve 
iIm l*iM>irih }>rk]h'i)i.(^lbr'rwis«’» lh(*ri' is 
ividiriu! rlM< h) hlr <*n. I'lu.' •*( 

I Ji>dh|Mir <h»Mus is .1 ht’laU’d Mfp. 

I Mia wliv wrieii*! iili ctf Uicni 

I it-liMsed^ 

; Ai> ;jll-w*rtv itkx liiiK Kajtv 

(rHiidhi has Id firsi luiki' ii\i hs nuiid 
dbmil Ihiw fai bt* is ;u iiiaDy wiUm^ U) {ipi. 

Mv IitImik is (kit Ik* kJds siKh vwi- 
iisrs to idvf iIh* iin[>fcsSK^ (lul h<* is 
his Ih'si. Ill KicU he wants to ktxp 
I he alivi till (hr tick I t^lrciioiis 

w 1 u*n Ik can v\\ik»l it in his pah vs 
.tdvani<'iK«\ as hi* did in liiKd 
A h'W nionihs aiei. I (iKKiiflu thal 
Kajiv i^andhi was wijjjdK m turn ov(*r a 
(M'NV k*al. Willi nil* at a tiri'aMasi mi*( tint( 
hosted hv (iandlu were piTsons 
like I.K. lru|ra)» tiirilaljain. I* N. Haksai 
and th Attar Siiii^h. and wc discussed 
l\iivali Thouid) tlh*ri* was no consen 
sus. wtul caiiK’ out k>ud and i lear was 
Iluil Kapv tijndhi w.inred to lake wnne 
iiniiKdi'ih' »k*ps to iiH^lilv I Ik* Sikhs. 

I pli*adi d Ilut tiK C'lM’rniiK'ni should 
pii on I Id Its w.iy to win (Mi*k the 
confidence ol (fje Sikhs. Tliev were an 
cnititidiul lot, and pi*rlups 4 UM*k i<> lake 
olleiwK*, \W tik'v wi'fe guak to 
resjMMKl to anv litendly piHinu*. Mv 
sukkt'^tiiai was that rvi*n if it was 
) dll I nil It lo lind a p<dilicj| soJutHin 
straiKliIjmav, die covermmnt sJhxiid 
st.ih iTealiriK a ilmviit' l(ir if 1 ’ku iiscH 
would help tile niH|oiilv *»fSiklisloeonte 
ku'k mt<i I fie iiviiiistreaiii, *^h«' Me|is I 
' sii««esled were not ik w. IIkv hive* 

I Ixwn nuidi' <iKMiii arid uKani and even the 
j hharativ.'i Janata I’ahv (lUI'K wliKh 
otherwise wants slnn>K*nt slt^r> in t^J|^ 

, jah. has supKi‘si<*d thesv* mort* Hud 
t onee 

I ’riie first s'r'p 1 projMfsed was (hat 
I tkise idJiltv the kilknps in November 
[ liW4. w'kiever tk*, wetx*. sk>uk 1 be 
ItookIii to book. Kajiv (iaiidlii vinl that 
I M.K .L Khaktit was not to bfaine I lofal 
I hen (fiat I did rsit kiK^w wk* wa« to 
I hlami hoi thi' r:K’i ri*niaini'd tlut 
iiiooietits weie killed in Uelhi and « Im * 
wfu*re 

Mv siiKpesiMn. was I kit a senes <4 
o|,e;; vourt- sIhhjM k* estnhIidMif so 
llui all those wIki kid anvUiinp to di 
With the lK*lhi tkiIs vo^! be tried 


''Justice* should nut only br dune but abo 
s<*vft In he done." I tuU (he Pnme 
Minster. Swneone in (he jQlherinic 
pnmtcd out that no acikm had been 
uhen on (he one person. Saian Kumar, 
named by (he Jain Commisskin havinjc 
led tlie notiry. 

TN* seiimd step I sujtfested was that 
ill those* pefMins who were detained, 
wheilrr in Jodhpur or ebewhere. in* 
eluding: Prakash Sineh Kadal. <t.S. 
Tolva. Sukhfoxker Smteh and Simrariift 
Sintth Mann, should be released d there 
were no provable cases aitamst them. 
Thine the RCrV'cmmeni wanted to try 
should be chiirKed m open rourt and 
evidenie aKamst them produced, "ft is 
Uftfinr that they* have been kepi in 
(ktcMiun without Inal for so kinjz a 
pi'tiod." I pointed out. 

hi ks rep(y. (he iVime Minister said 
ilul 4U to (k) detenus from Jodhpur had 
already bi*en released. I( appeared (hat 
others who had no i*harKes aiuinst them 
would also lie releas^. AA that has 
hajipeiied. and MU detenus have now 
been ri'k*a'>ed. ’there are sliB a 1 (ai*odd 
detenus in Jodhpur Jail alone. 

1he third point which I plactd before 
Kajiv (jjikUu was that aBenlions of false 
"cix-ouiMers" ww numerous and there 
should he a cnmmsjuon headed by a 
judip* of a Hi|di Court in (N* south or a 
Supreme Court Justice. Anyone who had 
any con^mt or proof could »> before 
j the camrassKin to present hts caiw'. And 
I the cixnniissinn should n»( only give a 
i vvrdK'i m each case but ako submit a 


Aiiirpirt)r«Maig b fitM M 
Rajiv GmdWlMtolnliulit ip 
hb fflM WmR hn tv (w b 
actiHlywn«ti|O.MyfMftig 
b that ht IwUi wdi M«tb« to 
pvaftaiwpriiibafcithib 
1 1 tryiighblMSttoM,bl«intl 
' tokNpttaprebboiUwllln 
nutatodioittwlNihiai 

' axpMiltoNbpart)r'iid*Mb|i) 

I aahtMtolSM ' 

I 1 


u*por 1 on encounters m Puivab. After 
(he breakfast, the IMme Minister 
assured me that hr would take appropii* 
ate step* on the lines priiposed at the 
meetinjt, 

I do nut know whai nude hini ckin 0 e 
hi iinnd Tlwre was another breakfast 
meetinR at which Puniah was discussed. 
Some UH who had spoken in terms of a 
re^'oncibalKJci were not invncd to this 
met*tniR. hut some others wk' wanted 
nKiresinnirent action, were. Apparently 
ihc'ir advre prevailed. Ttw Rovemmeiit 
is sending mtire paramilitary men to the 
stale and the killings by the terronxis 
cuniioue Sometimes 1 wonder wheihvr 
(he two really want any solution at ah. 

IIh* two recent incidents underline 
the impurtance of creating a dmiaii* for a 
p(4iiK'iil solution—and without furthi*i 
loss ol lime, ’fhe im idenis I refer to arc 
the kilhng of Hit Abilaslii, preHxii'nl of 
the IHiniab HJK tr Chandignrh. and the 
HindU'Sikh rkil in Kidar town in Kama* 
taka. 

The first incideiU is part of IIk* senes 
of murderous attacks that the terronstK 
have unkaslicd on KJH leaders, who 
have «vked for more stringent mea* 
sures. including the calling in of the army 
to curb lerronsm. and on flu* con*rnun* 
ists who, though rliev have not n 3 k(*d for 
reprisals have been trying to maintain 
Kbdu'Sikh unity. The ottwr iiKidi nt in 
Hwlar began as an agiunon againsi the 
Shiv Sena’s extortion of money for 
(rtoesh Huja, but turned into an anti* 
Sikh no(. 

i (k> not know how many such inci* 
denis would have to lake (^ce before 
Rajiv Gandhi realised that the policy 
which he has foUowed m Run^ab is 
wrong. Hy all means, no concession 
shtHikl be shown to the terronsts, nor 
should the demand kn *Kha 1 j«tdif or 
even aulonomv be entenained. but 
moderate Sikh opinion must be won 
over. 

"Hie Pnme Minister's policy, if he has 
any policy at afl. is—if one went by Buta 
Sn^'s siatemenis^to employ mure 
force and take mure stringent steps. 1 
am not arguing for any s<ift line towards 
the killers of the innocent. All that 1 am 
auggestmg ia that steps be taken to win 
back (he Sikh community's confidence 
anf this can be done ea»ily il the steps 1 
have suggested are taken. And aoon.o 



SIGHT AND SOUND 




w, 



Vasant Sathe* Union energy inioister, 
kthhhttertoMPs 

It is ntber ttnmge that such ft conim^ 
should COOK frcsn Mr Ghulani Nabt 
AAd wtiooftpaityhasrecMtlypicM 
from the gaflMe« Bee Mr A. H 
Ajttulay. 

Ramakrskxa Heco«, coRtmencirtfoa 
AimPsSeecriptionofOpposibonieat^ 

Reaaooiais have no (]bce in the 

of indepeoduii into. The 
p^ WP tme iW here pays heed only to sm h 
damiods sufficiciuiy backed 

h>'muftde power. 

ftvovHMttmwu IWheSer. an the 
ui^fgfMoiUtrytumeo 


Jvim Basu. We$t Beng^ chef itmter. 
wfigebying the hundation Slone of the 
Bekreehwar power fMtgect 

^A^e are cotxvinced that the interests 
of India and P^dstan are com- 
pletnefitary—not cooffict^cr<nmpeti* 
tive. 


PKESimNTlt VEmATAKAMAN, 1*^ 

rece i rwti the credeatak of Pakistani 
jmbsaadcrMaaA ACaft 

Bihans are laborvHia. honest simple 
ind wcere people^ ^ijth they .itv 
iliteraCe to a targe cX)*‘r,i U K ,mK 

tashbradile not onK ' ^ uk* but 
people m lufb pta^ to say, Arre. 

Bihar! «id then dtamiM ui. 

Bmaowat Jha Azad. fthar chief mkm- 
m. InnfiyhsJrvnkiePaqueetion 
whether eomjptiaasm a way of &em 


Sam PiiwXkA, tt^hnohgyadvisrr. on 
the not'd to pripuitnVeayurveda 

^A/e will nut accept the ul 

HncL whether or cwn t tod 
himsett speaks for It. 


M. KAKi 'r«A/«iiwi. VMK president 

For the first liine a minister in the 
catmei pubhcly exposed the nepotism of 
thechkf minnter. 


PwyaRaNIan DasMonshi, WBPCCO) 
cfaeC on the leakage of confidentiai 
nocea reiatmg to the Bengal Lamps issue 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


UPs warring politirai^ 

Former chiti mmisfer Veer Bahadur Singh and (he present chief minister, Narain 
Dntt Ti\utri, are ha tiling it out for suprenimy—and the loser will he the 

Congress! I) 


U iLir h'Hicsh ktN hri-n 

IIh fllVCIUlHt* 

rksiorjl 'Ih<* sinU* 

\UI> prMVHkfl ’A 

iii Pi urn* Miinsii*rs. n 
nuihlMT ul loaik'ix (irtd :in tiwiniXHis 
voU'^iank Jkit It iniulu not stiiy ihji 
w;<y, rH»w (luil thi< Iwo iwirkip.i! u>ir 
k»rd> ilir ^iiui haik’sh Conin>. 
Umm lUiti TiHiin imd Vmlkdi;idui 
Sinielu art' hu»v tryin>c to pul^ carh imIht 
inin the iiuiU pit 

TIh* Ivitlk 1*1 wan and Stni^h. 

iiT NOT ami Vi^ iis Om' twi» ^u*ilwart>* arc 
referred to, is '.al oi iIk* opvn Both uK*n 
pri^esft Jpi'D anhnppttt'ss at their imc- 
M?ni iKisitM m aitd » dcUTTniiutH*ti to sir 
Ihe <iltier ImmMrfl 'I'lwari's ^ut^irtm 
claim tliatVein jiaharkir is openly k*slrr* 
m dissKi-mv in Ik Ullar IVark'sh 
Cmi»(ress(h hv rettularly surmmannff 
Ml.As lovai to him lo IMhi At S;tnt*hai 
ilhnvan. the Union loniniumcaiion 
inini^iry headqunrters. Vm bahadur is 
Mid to Ixild <Aji/Kri's wht*te Ih* ofx nly 
ctiiKisi’s Tiwan ami hiKi'ils he will 
reiurn lo UP as clm^f minister. 

Curiously. 'I'lWan is not renllv m 
leresled ni liokkni* on to his present 
olfiee. llie Uuai h«Kles|i elUi'l mnns 
tership He Ps> wants lo >!«'i his own 
back witliVeei HnIviikiT and is s.ikI to Im* 
usili>(, aTiHioK "tk'i Cirfi^irosmen. the 
UiiHHi ix^wei mini''UT. Kiiljxiatli Kai. to 
snip(* aiVeerllahadui J'Im* su|i|K>r1efs nf 

VvcrHalwcior .. Ihai K.ilpreilh Kai 

ojHiilv abuses then Im»ss ami is <lr«n>' tits 
best lo iiiulenmik' hnu in Ik* p;inv''s 
hih!liesl link's 

liow IheM’ I wo Kte.it ass* Is of tlk* 
eow-Mt lell out is a kmu. sikiIkI storv of 
power play. Hut itx laU sl < haixer of ihis 
iiiijlorious Ix pJts tiom Ilr imM' o1 

tive JniH' AILihalitid Uik Sibh^ 
byele\lHin A hi Ik' U*fi*fe itu* poll tlw 
CofiKTcJssili inap^n ine m Uttar I'radesh 
was mk'iled wiili iuokhits that Veer 
JUIUKlur would noi be abU* to bruig 
vKiorv to th(* piiriv caodidAle. Sunil 
SliHsIn, and that k* slsiuld bt* removed 
lioin his (M's! as ihieC mmtsU’r *l1ie 
runuMiis. It wav wukds Irkved. wtte 
eir^ulatnt In Tiw.m. w'ho was pkitliiiK to 
II ivt all lus I iw 11 nun i ai 11 le hi’lm of pi over 
in ilk* vl.ue 


Veer Halsiiliir survived llie runviorv but 
iHit Ilx> ouU'iHiH’ of the Alkdvibad byelec* 
tioii ami I'm an. Ihv' si lienier. eventually 
k-O vk'iRii to hiv own c'.'iiapirsK'y. How 
tins ha])|H'ned is an epiMKk* m itscdl. 
WlHh*Ve(^laliiidur*H stuck wasplununel' 
inu in Uttar Pradevh. Tiwan's was nsiiiK 
in N(*w IVihi. Am llmun fmaixY minist(*r. 
riw'.iri was iwakinf: friends and cnflw'iK* 
ffi^ peo|)le with reiikiiluble MieveMS and 
his iwtH liudpet beifltf liaik*d an a 
IKiradiinn of popwlisni. Other ainUiiuus 
Central leaders bkc U.V. Nar.iaimhA 
Kao and I*. Shiv Shankot. were henim* 


Sayt N.O. Ttwiffe feopte CM 
any mmoim but on my 
part 1 hive not pi any griivMCO 


MIX partKularly <iincerned at I'lwari'a 
nse. eapeeially with Ihe stories lhal 
madt* out ihe firume niiniaier as the 
nunib(‘r<iwo nun in Kajiv Gandtii's gov* 
cnuneni 

iVse worried Central leaders btr^an 
ciujIiiiinM tumours in fMhi about hnw 
NUT wiiH scrujHjIously aviHdins making 
any via umK*n Is against Vivhw analh I'ra* 
tap Singh and company. Ai the same 
tinn*. several UnHm minisUbegan 
urging *riwari*s roivial.ng lo Uttar 
Pradesh. Veer Uabadur. these Central 
mnnsters arJ^»ed. had badly let iIh* side 
down at Allahabad and only a 
heavyweight like Tiwari amid possibly 
retrieve the Mtuaiion. 'fiwari. on learn* 
mg of these moves, got the sliakes and 
inviM'diately began pronv^img several 
altemative candidales fur the yh. He 


agaM Vi a r BfMvji. IM If 
anybody in the CongroH 
gooafor MfMiRgthewl 
cauMdamato tothepvtyp 
fowoihouUnot confront 
oochothor” 


first suggested U»i Uniun 
petruleuni minister Hrahm 

Uutl be crowned in 
Uttar Hradesh. When 
that was turned 








doWn. Mttlisifiii Kxiwai. 

'Iliai Umi dk! jvil wrirk <ni( aiid «i dc’spt'r 
«iie Tiwari firMlIy (viiT>|Kii{7Hfi>' iiir 
U^kpati rni)ii(hK l)n‘ sihi of vi terii) 
C4irten.*ssniar) h^nTulHfMthi Triputhi. 

MinisUr Kajiv (rarxihi^ iii ibe 
mcanwhik*. suminoiH'd 14’ kiid- 

vrs l(kc< l>MK*sh Suiid). '/-H Aninn. 
K^jendra Kunmn KnipHyi .uhJ M<ih>irui 
Kidwai, and asked fi»r Ibcir 
AlmosT itW of (lH*m s|)oke iii lavouf i4 
chatti^e. Uu( later. (thiiUiu Nabi A^ad 
and Mrsi Sbeiki Ihxil MKceeik'd m ton* 
vinai>8 I he Hrune M Muster Uwt nriy 
Miiinetliale ehan^v in (4 (at I’racJesh 
would not shim (he part) in a tdeiiurabk' 
liulit and (hat he siwiuki waii for Mime 
inne. Makhan Ul ki^tedar piped in bv 
relu 1 it>j; ihc ari^iiinent ai;ain'*t clunjtr. 
tdyu)^ (Ikit if no cluntfi* was hioui^lU m 
14’. U would Ik* (aiKainounl to icnonnK 
the Icjssons and warnmK% <»! the Con* 
er(*HH(l)'s Albluib>((i defeat Koiedar and 
his aupiKiriers are said tn have adv4i* 
cated ihi* nmdidalure i»f l.ok|Mti he 
pailM. A relieved J iwari, at this siaih*. 
flew lo l/indfMi [<* utteitd sixne inKk* 
e<Miferc*rK'e. And that i** whi*n iIk* I)Iuw 
fell. 

T iwari was interrupud in thi niiddle 
ol the* confeieiHv- artd was lotd lo 
lake Ihe firsi Air l:Klia ni^tliC 
kick to India and Lucknow, 

KajIV Gandhi. Tiw.iri l.der 
found (Alt. !v)d wanted M 
tu nvtke ;< 


ihanst* (HKe and for all ■) III’ and il was 
he wIh» Mi that 1'iwan was (he best M. 
Veerliakidur. in a sanuKaneous move. 
WHS hauled oul of l.urknow and plaivd ai 
Sanchar liahavan aa Union contmunk a* 

I lions mnusier 

\ ll «*as a hig biow kir bolfi men Veer 
I Kahiidur feh he* had heen humiiuied and 
I (hai I h<‘ i umnunicalMin imnisc rv was m i( 
wi^ihv of a full*fled|[Kl Cabmei minis* 

[ let. lie wank'd to be ipvdn iharKc of 
' enfK’r the Kjmmerre or the industries 
[ niimsiry.VMr Haliadur's supporters un- 
I HK'di.itelv heX'tn saying (IihI Ihe |ttriv 
I hiidt comiiiantJ had erred KTievigusly hy 
I xenHwuiit a bki* hmi from Uttar 
' lYadesli and (hut It wan, who aHoiK'dl^ 

I Ins a soft s|Rit for iheJanMorclu. witukl 
' not do Ins besi m Ul*. As for 'I'lwan. he 

* felt dbunayi'd at fvjvmjc been shuiued oui 
I of UeN and natMul pobirv 

While Tiwan coopt'd about m UkK* 

• itow.Veyf Kahadur iph busy dniinnuiiK up 
supivirt fur hMitsdf. Hi* first succeeded 

j m roptne m AlCCflt seneni secretary 
I (ilnilani Nabi Asad and Mis Sbeda Uivrt. 
i He had irwde up his nitnd and his first 

I 

About tiM UP MU$itlaii« 
hlni«lir,VoirBMurSlnfh 
oxpUtt:«Afo«rMUsstlc4 
I me CM but Itey In lid do not 

moan^cbWminMir't 
thiywvrt tocMm 
comrmiddtioni 
mWder* 




twmrnm ^ 


atm was u> s(*<itc over f lwnn ui ilir i 
matter of cboosatK UI’ ministers anri 'iw I 
leaders of tiM* UI’ !*radeWi Li>iiKr<'»si|i I 
siKiimiltec. And in both the kittk'sVit'r | 
fiahaduT came out on lop 

When state iX^Cdl chief MHh;ifni 
I’rasad was ukducted m the Uninn |;i>^' 
eiiiim*i)l as deputy railway minis tei. 
both NDT and Vlf put (heir loliliviii;; 
maihines to work. Tiwan submit led n 
pam'l (if names for ilte pit&l. TU' lisi 
mifuded K.N. SinKh (AlCCd k^cner^l 
setTetaryk Shyam Lai Yadav (liinoii 
iiHiiister ol stale for atfriittilure), Kam 
ChaixlniVtkal. Ml’. NarendraSiriKh(UP 
eiH'CKv iramstert and Mrs Mohsina Kid* 
wiii Veei Ikilwidur Sinuli. on Ihc otiter 
hand. iduKKed slronKly for Kukiram 
Smell Vadav, wIh> was beine touted a» 
Hw cmly mail lajxilile <if OAmtenii^ the 
powerful UfM)|i|)ositii)n leader Mulaytim 
Sinph Yadav. (ihulim N.'ilx Azad and 
Mrs SIteiU thxil bm. spoke up for 
Hafaram Sifijdi Yadav. arifuitiK ih<d n 
chH'f mimsler and «i I’CC'fl) chief siHiuld 
rvH brNi^ til the sanw Kr<iup Kajiv 
(iaiKihi fell for ifie balance theory' and 
Ve«Kahaduf‘scaiKlidale triumphed. The 
very next day VeerUahadur MXired 94 am, 
lie had proposed the irnlusion of ten 
pcrMffii m the UI* ministry am) Tiwari 
had oppr^sed all uf them, liut when i)te 
final bsl was approved by the I’rune 
Minister’s office, it was found that as 
many as niiKVeerUahadur ( andidales had 
IjiH (liroui^h. 

For Tiwan. worse was still (n come. 

At the time uf the rcconHiitution •)( the 
new Pradesh Coneressth C^ominiitee. 
Tiwari submitted the nanws of about 
hatf*a doren people he wanted 
acComnHKhiicd. Kajiv Gandhi imM the 
deosKiti with the ht^ of a comput('r and 
the assistance* of ishcila Dixit, (rhulain 
Nahi Asad and Balarain Sm^h Yad^v, 
Tiwari wos nol consulted. I’redictaliJy. 
fmly two of Tiwari's candidales^tiulab 
Sehara and Ram Sinch Sami* • found 
(licir way (u Ihe curiimittee. I 7 m* of her 
17 ofrH.'e*hearers wen* taken in or Ihe 
basis (ifVeetBahi'idui and Balaram Sin^h 
Yadav’s ret uminendalionb. 

When nothing seemed to work. 
Tiwan took to complaining—he could di) 
little else. He first expressed his chagrin 
at nut being inchidcd in ihe coordination 
committee kmned by the party high 
awunand to foster better relatiuns he* 
tween the gov'eroment ami the p.iriy 
organisatxMi. He was similarly pained 
wlWn the party high command turned 
down hii request to induct Sunil Shastri 
and K.N. Joshi into the DP ministry. 
These two men were pipped at the 
post— their incluiion had been 
announced- by a las(*minute call from 
New Delhi. What appears to Inve 
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vci«eiti$ I 


All along you have been saying *NO' to sugar 

wow „|I - III! 


w 

jec 

It's not sugar. It tastes just like sugar. 


What Is SUGAR FREE? 

SUGAR FREE is derived hx^m Aspartame 
- a methylated dipeptide formed of two 
amino acids. It made its debut In U S A. 
in 1981 It was approved ^ FDA (Food 
& Drug Administration) in O.S.A. and In 
over 60 countries worldunde (or use as a 
tabletop sweetener. Now it comes to India. 

How ie SUGAR FREE different? 

o Unlike other artificial sweeteners, 
SUGAR FREE is formulated from tsvo 
arnino acids It is therefore safe, 
o No bitter after-taste like saccharin and 
other artificial sweeteners. It tastes just 
like sugar. 

• It reduces calorie intake and avoids the 
risk of obe^ty. 

All your diobetlc life, you've been soying 


'NO' to sugar. Now you con SAY YES^ to 
SUGAR FftEE. Ask your doctor. 

SUGAR FREE. Brought to you by Codr/o - 
Irtdia's 3rd largest phormoceuttcof group. 

W« hive an insaucflve indpnctfcal guldfbcok. 
prepared by w emineni Jibew4o0ff and a miMOofl' 
expat Subskhzed copies have been exhausted but 
you can 9 et a FREE ret^ n in the coupon and 
poll it to us. endoamQRs.2/* poataoe Wtvk 


r Please send me 


t tTM tree copy of the guidebook. 
Rs poshsy Men^ 


I am enclosing Rs 2J~ posiiwy Mi 

NAME ShrVSniL/Kuinan 

AGE _OCCUPATIW 

ADOR^ _ 


ndi 


^EngMnJGujwojglWTwiTel__^ 

Cut ttn coupon ard poet i today to 




Cadia Qwndeda Pm. Ud, 

P 0 Sox No 9004. 244. Chnrltoaf. 
Mantoaoer. Ahm«dabad380 006. 






The Tiwari factor 


A 9k N. D. Tiwah about rumoun 
that the Congreis party « 
considennA him ai t compronw 
Prime MinisieMft«r it ihimpe 
Gandhi and he wiQ reapo^ with 
ouirige: “i am a loyal soldier/* he 
will proclaim^ "I dcn\ know how 
these stnriea get started. I could 
never dream of doing anythmg 

against my leadK.” 

The outrage is studied and 
already pecpie are beflinnaig to ask 
questuna about Tiwan's real mo* 
tivoi. It IS well'known that he did 
not want to go to UP. After the 
Allahabad byelection defeat, Tiwari 
wan one of those invited for con* 
sulfations by K^v Gandhi. Tkt 
veteran leader vras emphatic: the 
chief nunister had to be changed. 
Hut. he suggested, he could serve 
Kgiiv and party better by continumg 
as finance minister and assisting the 
new chief minister from E)elu. As >s 
now customary with Rajiv GantM, 
the Prime Minister blened intemly 
but did not betny hit nvm feelings. 
Tiwari then «entto London on a 
brief official visit (to drum up British 
investment in India). Hanfly had he 
landed, when he was told that Ra^ 
wanted him back in Delhi to discuss 
a change of leadership in UP. 

Ue boarded the next day's Air* 
India flight, assuming that he would 
be ask^ to nominate .*erBahadur'a 
successor. However, while he was 
airborne, Kajiv annoutKsd that 
Tiwari himself would go to UKk* 
now, after all. and the UP Legiala* 
ture Party was instructed to elect 
hun 'unanimously’. 

Since then. Tiwari has frustrated 
Rapv's stratagem by Up's least 
motivated chief minister. His brief 
was two'fold: to get the admiiustra' 
bon moving and to iieutndise V.P. 
Srnrii' He has claimed that he is 
unable to do the lirst because the 
s^jporters of former dsef mister 
V.B. Singh are intant on blodung 
bis moves. And as for bw racdri 
be has stubbornly refused to say a 
word egamst the Ra^ on the 
pounds that this woidd amount \o 
giving him too much anporianee', 
The feeling has grown, theft* 
fore, that he is mer^ keeping fats 
optiw open should the party de* 
cide to 9 ve Kajiv the herra^ho. 
TNaacenariohaatwovariatnnsi In 


(he drat. Rajiv is toppled just before 
the artd a compnrrsse candi* 
date is caled for. Hwari. with bis 
a dm ins strative record (pre*UP) and 
non •controversial nature then 
emerges as the natural dioiev. The 
second variaboo has a post*«lection 
scenario n wlech the Congress is 


wounded Tiwan the mosi is the INiinc 
Minister's deciSKm iu giveV^*rhoh,^dii! 
Singh the p\> of lucking idler lus 
(uency. Amethi. No small wender I hut 
Tiwan has virtually slopped iiUKiirMiiri^, 
and IS concentrating on clipping ihi* 
wings ufVi;erBahadur's officers in the 
state administration. At Dus rule, iho 
Congressdi's favourite electoral giouiicJ 
cduM weU become the killiiut field. 

1 hc two advoruncs are. howvver, 
wilv enough not to pul their dilfertmces 
on the record. Says Tiwari: ’’l^ople can 



the largest .single partamemaiy 
grou(Mg but lacks an over*aU 
majority. Congressmen then ask 
the Jana Morcha members to re- 
joQ. They are wiling to do so but 
wil not accept Rajiv as leader. 
Tiwari then becomes the Prime 
Minister as compronii w candidate. 

Tiwari's fnends dismiss this see* 
nario as outrageous and argue that 
to ladi of enthutosm for (he UP 
job should not be inteipreted as 
disloyaRy. Al he wants to do s get 
oat of UP. they say, 


Rk oni Rsjrv tfiifi him? In recem 
weeks, there has been tsfli of an 
iRematrve assignment: Governor 
of Putoh is one potsfoiity. It is not 
known, however, if anything less 
dun a major CabM post (home, 
extenul i^i, finance cr ddence) 
Vi satisfy hin. 


Sunil S hS ft fl Mi nominailon ptper*: 

Con y tfll’t AllrtwOM dvfval prwIpItMM 
me T>ve<l*V.O. Slnph squtbbl* 

spread any rumours but on my part L 
have not got any grievance againstVbvr 
Hifhadurji. 1 feel if anybody in the 
Congress gdes for infighuiig. be wdl 
cause damage to the pari y. so we should 
Wit confrirfil each other/’VmBaliadur. 
in (he same vein, declares; "I know a 
few people are (rying to create cnnfusion 
between us and we both should not 
listen (0 these kind of people. Be is 
doing hjs job and 1 am domg my it'll." 
Just to avoid further problems.VWr 
Bahadur has sworn not to visi UP lor the 
next three months. Ahoin the HP MI.As 
sidi calling him 'CM'.Vi.'er Bahadur ex¬ 
plains; ''A fe w M LAs still can me C M but 
they ni fad do nA mean chief mmistcr', 
(hey want to call me 'conimurwation 
mmister’ ”, The unspoken tensions, 
however, remain despite (heir stre¬ 
nuous assertions to (he conirary. 
lUJK MdwUctaow W MW 
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FOCUS 


Living down the past 

i Sunr/ulet's hy rut^frious dacoiis mav hare helped esUthUsh poliueal reputations hut 

hare they been i*iren a raw deal by the }^orernment? 

T hv (Ufk nviiH's tA ChnniM |)tj|)ukir mvmc i 4 thv twgi Hul hi.> | lesiifv Ui Lukkjt's skill in ikiiHui- 
atc i|uH t todiv AppJit I'lUlv. uatwrsiMin frsvals hini 4 n»i» with a caiivassny*. J*'or tlx* w»nctiiiM* 

pi-ai M)rrvaik M.Mrtn Sin«li vhilrni p-ist. Hi* ri*biu*» hiw a jiKl«e | otiilaw ht'n/aiKl what lu* savn. 

and Madho Sinj^h. k'Ki’itdary jsInnJ han laiw iiuny uxn he Iwt • m the area. lK*sp«c hnbnol)bMi*» with the 

/ta«.'7.s((i'Hijits). have liikeii to bilu.H M.. K.iH «h.j 

Nitinint: after tJxir stirri'iuler in 
I'lUHilan lleM aiKl Malkhan Sinb;h are 


|)tj|)ukir inui!e i4 thv twgi Hut hi.> 
KttivvrKiikiA reveals hint 4 man with a 
vtolrni past. He rebiles hiw a judice 
lime jslied han Ihiw many nten he Iwt 
killed He h.Hl shA tuhX. “Can you 
reiciNei't h»w itianv ntfes yiiu have 
enti^.' If I Ml quihIv m one pl^e kt six 


Mjied III ihe s^iwl oiMMi ,nr >til (tir | mtxrths. inavbe I un nuke a Kues* ” 


<ku«tits m trWidK»r. Si*veii(y*veHi*ukl 
l.tikka jikis latkiiun l*arvh(. nik* iif iIr* 
(list ouiluws (<k Mirremk'r. way haik m 
1*ki(k IS lutw (I it rier.ihk* elik*! <il hhiiid 
Inwu 

h'nmu'r tkv'nits hove rheir uses. TlH*y 
aie ’|}r(N>r of tiM Madhya IV«Hk*sh }i!iiv 
ernrmikl s Siici ' sh' m 1 ink link Ilk* d'M'in 
ty ineniH'e. Ke' iMilly. tlie slate liiAvm* 
ineiu sptinsfirnf a (ii|> U> Chunibak and 
SusuM was aiiitirik ihttse esenrird In 
l.nkk.i a Imuse m |ihind. Chrf iiiinist(*r 
Arjnn Sinijh was eapixUxj UtatlefKl Ihe 
iiuukiiral inuiv^n t>l tin.* ChamM [>r> 
vekipnK'nr Autlutniv (i. J )A) tlut <Liv and 
the town was all deilu'd up Iht nur wav 
wi> jiassixl hv TiuDv a wekunie nrili 
and luniR'r. 

hakka lives m a simple. Mnjtle* 
sloieved Ktnisi'. He had surrendered 
amis befnte Aiharva ViiH>hd Hhave. 
ihirlv years aun lie d«ie« nol UnX the 

Lolunen Ptntf It (Lufehe) 




f 



liut Lukka dot's raK rcj{rel havinx 
taken tn daeinty. Me i» rmlv remorseful 
ahmn (hi* killing of 'Nvtrains Min'\ a 
ten*yearn4d child. I'he kiNuijt waa due lo 
Xnnx rivalry. *’1V hoy ktnked hack at 
those who had shot htm," he nvaNs. hit 
eyes nemwiitanly misting with li;ar». 
Hut a Uiifl tH'ver m*« and rei'nvi*rmx 
last, hi* r<*sunx*s rc'i'ouulinx tales nf 
bravery*. e<iuraxe and vendi*tta. 

"Why did you bemme a (bnMt?" asks 
a reporter. Lukka snaps imp.ilirnily, "So 
iiHxh ir^usiK'i* lias bix*n dom* in us. 
Have you Seen Ihe nivifH*s' Have yng 
sptiken In thi* nlLiKersf 'l>H.*n you would 
laH axk me this 4|urs1ion " Itut sktvdy he 
opens up to reble his sinry. I.ukka’a 
fannlv UM m viBajte Madhusala tin Ajffa 
drttncti had been forcibly iM by 
others. In(ustx’e was the tirder of the 
day s<i Lukka decideO In pick up the xun 
A daciHt 19 not a iTinvnal. he repeaHxSy 
asserts: "A biva must have character. 
He ni*vcr kils a woman. In mv time we 
dKl ruu aOnw vnimen to hei'onie dacoits. 
I'uthb couU not enter this area Hut kxA 
jl lISNildn. She e a disxraie tub.i^s.” 

How does he spend his tune now? 
Avcordtnx to Sapna, hi& saxtcen-yvar-old 
htranddwKhtvr, he tends hs hem. kx4is 
after his buffaloes and reads the 
HaiiKtyana. But polilics obviously m- 
lerests hen. A larKc* pKturv c4 Acyun 
Smxh adcuns ihe wak and neighbours 
Memwn $*«‘»pn wrandwt wma lo iha 

ar«MAM of Amin Sl)^ (rt^ unhiHWatf 
prOfMMa^ 


UMtt Im In I limpli, onMtoffjftd 
hom m 4 m iio< hek Ita mdv 
bMpoIlK li^ Bit fail 
coflVMittoi fVfMlihii vMmtpML 
TlnofllythtaiMfliklmvNh 
iMOfM ii thi Hh| il ItitaiN 


teslifv to l.ukka's skill in i*liiii< 0 i- 
canvassnu:. J*'or lht*m. tk* s^^tnctime 
outlaw 1 $ a 'ht*n>’and wlui lu* savs. 
m ihe area. (K*spiii* hohnobbau; with Iho 
khadi bnxadi*, hc' speaks dcnsiwlv if 
prAtaiiins: "KarlH'r ik* dui‘<vts luotl in 
Ik* kfmtir (Iho k-i’al torni for ravint >1. 
Now they are in khtihlii tkhiidiK " Will 
Ik* newly «Mislitui<*d t HA holp.** Lukka 
is pessimistK*; 1 am Uh^ old to onsuru 








justice 11 IS iK*<it)k* whit 

s)Mm)(l in<iV<* I)k' fllorl. h<rt (hi*v jri* 
Ihisj tikant l)rrt>tv‘' I'hrHijih Oisiflii 
>ii«>tk’il widi lifi* In* iu»( willrti^ to (MSs 
u)> a civil ice til :i|)(M'<ir on 

Krtin>; Mtiiithmt w;is oii^Mi. (hi 
Ihisiiiiiu ihiit A k^iiup of {(HtnuhstH 

wiiH in ltw;ithii, lilt’ kiitfe' fbiircd, cvh’hri' 
Iv d.iaiit (k'cuii'd Ui caJI iMrs surti'iKior 
wuii It'ti iiduTs in hiki iMintd 
ik'< iiljHlL's hit the Atjiilt Si null iSDvejD* 
nu'iil.) 

Malkluiii SmitH tlit> ^llril ii 4 
many a llunitviv ixnhtnkT. (>n ptiriik*. he* 
arrived at ihr IhiU I. iH^ac iiHdiiitda* six 
>2111111 uni in low Wkninii^: a uc’ll l.iihrrd. 
hi own < 'hiiinhr Km t>i. i ul.<i I'c‘.kJ‘ . a 
fkishv Kok'x wiiMt iHi k> wn^i. lonx lutr 
hiushinl Uick slukiy TIv ii-k*vKk>n 
vdtikTa /(UKMS tr> and v>kdiiud»<« ptKJf <iut 


ni ;i >cut4i. LmiftiiikMUs kirovrnbtxly 
iIm' ( lirf iiHiiisU'r. I Ik* slatr ^Avm 
iiH'iii. Hvi *HM v the canKTOH iimve 
away. Im' laiwiiids. lie (liiiiks hi* has 
1)«n*ii >h^«*n a itiw (k'al. lie woukf lAt* to 
l:ilk Un lus .qiiureiillv. hivil iinsquiKei! 

so ohen. llvjt h«' tb w’ciry <>( Ihi* press. 
Hill .1 Mik’ iMiHklmtt nuki-s hun mure 
I'oiiMiiuiiH'alivi'. Me bud diiven arms in 
(HI (iNiditHin lh:it Im* aikI Ius hiUiiw- 
ers woukl U' iiSi'llk'iL i*ll fKiKlmK Ciises 
ak:;iiiisi ih(*m m Uiiai l'r.Hk*s)i. MaiDiy.i 
l*r.Kk’' 4 i .11 hJ Ka>*s(liHii wixikl U* Irans* 
k*fie(I to (iH.fhic, No lint* would be 
Ihiiiiii'd and nil htssuppamers lavefl bnd. 
as w<*ri* Molui Niiiih aixl Modhu Sinph 
m lt*rj Hiri a Her Ihi* surrender. iN* 
>tovv*r<uik*ui aS abiNit ii> prom 
bi*s. M.ilkh.ii) wIhi hki s lo kudi upon 
hfiiiX 4 *K. as do iiMtsi cbMXMts. as a pi i ■duel 
ol spis’ifk’ siK’iO'i'ixinoniti* rueuiiist' 





MAhan Singh: the stuff of 1 
I Bomber potbeler. Hi armed ft 
the hotel itmidniiM. sii gunmen 
in tow. Wearing a wel^taiored, i 

beadir a flashy Rolei witdi on 
his wrMr long hair brushed 
skUybeck 


aiirt*s. says lu* wdl not pnk up IIh* f(un 
atixn. Kui the untulfilvU prixiuses hurt. 
KvetiSjrvodayaoiUvisls. wlui Ih'IiksI 
fonni*r daisNts Ivive hllk interest in 
M.ilk ban's eas4'. hei ause his surrender 
was orj&ansed' by Ar)uii Sui>eh. instead 
uf In’IIip c'tij^ered hy llii*m. 

SurienderpoltlH's liavi* Ml a bit In 
afleftaste. but Malkhan is hi*lpless Lake 
l/Ukka. he is extrenidy i imteinptuous of 
Phoelvi Davl: WMt WOIW 



lluHilaii. (lithe Hi'limai iiu^nuu* l.iiiie 
"Shi* did nol lU’isI In Ivnalie .1 iIainI 
AU llxise (aks she nari.iti*'> hy ^a\ ot ^ 
jusliru alion ate a p.u k of Iks. SIh* is itu' , 
worst wiaiian (Luoil i(» luce Unn Is an * 
No pauii 'Ml l*ulhh." Whv iIhI }u' t.ikr in I 
iIm* lavmis^ U'lHiies Ifu* wvll u'heaised ' 
ri'iily: "I liad a n>chl with Itie si/^wk/i 
Mvt land. 1 was alviut year s • ilil I k it 
Imvih* and (lH*re eituki h** no letiiin.*' 
Maikkin slaved aw.iv fnr aliiuisi Iti 
V(*:irs. 1 )hI he iiu>s hi» will' and chil' 
rireii' Malkkin laughs: "WlK ri yini km* 
biH’n dtnell lo Hiejimi^te, k>ve ks'citiiis 
nieaiiumk ss. TIk' i.i>2 'ckuoil uets :ai 
aiit^y reiH’iion "’tVII ok*, have ma 
IMihtH.il k*j(k*is ikMk' iiHife kiini to IIk' 
OHSiitn tkni da« iHls " 

P I ill Iks and jvikiHians have alwvits 
pkiyv'd a key part in iIk* ikiiiikil. 
IhaniatK* »uiretiih*rs hy diH'iats Ivive 
Mpixi esiahlisl] |iolilHaJ ie|Mita(iiiiis. 
liul tin* probhnn of daiMiiv is fai fioin 
solved. Ar^un Sirii*li duiin>* wliose U'riute 
as (1111*1 niniisicT of Minlhva i'eadesh in 
Midkiiaii and his i^ini: had mii 11*11 
iMed. pmnlK out tkil Iht* slow ikui* of 
leikiiivitKm ol I Ik* iavini*s aixi <k‘Ve|iip 
tiK*ni m IIh’ reiEHin Ivis kd (o ih*w 
sixiievH'iinooiic tensions. IV(i|de in (lie 
Chanihal 1 exion adnul ihal unless ihe 
fool of iht* dui'oity prtiblem sinio* 
vS'oniMm' iiyusiH e is laikk*d iu*«i 4 on. 
dkiiHy will mIwavh tear its iH.iri. i'he 
cm IS 9 step towards iiiiptov'inii I lie lot 
i 4 tile peopk* in tkU area. Money is a 
criH mI prol>k*in. as is ^Miliih’s Soiim* X 1(1 
lakli iKX'lares i*l land ni the ClianiiMt 
io(npnNi*s LtfKnillivahle and inliosiMiatde 
ravines. 11ms ciMislilutes akxil 2 <i |m*i 
ceni <4 Ilk.' entire ar<*<i. Hiihiniatiim 
work, whHh has hi*en imiraiid. is iiii 
exIremH) expensive affau. 'i lu* niiya 
tR«i sv1m*tth*s irulialed with WoiliJ ICmk 
asiusiance have faikd to ac 1 iu*ve 1 arrets 
and the World Hank is (hieaienmu lo pull 

out uT these |>rojvcts. 1 lie stale >u)V(<m* 
nicnt does iiol have eiK>Lu< 1 i funds and 
has been labbvini; li>r a 'national 
«M 3 proa('h' to lackknit probkms of (he 
ravini' land, llns w<nikl considerably 
rnhH'e I he finaneuU burden oi Ihe stale. 

TIk* CI>A could, Ih'i'oiik' ihe 
victim of reyponal pobiH s. Arjun SmKti s 
arch-nval Madliavni'i Scindia's name has 
been proposed foi Ilk* eK'<’*elvaii'inan*>iiip 
ol the prufect. SinKh. himself, is 1 ik> 
chaiman. Scindia lailed lo turn li|> ai IIk* 
inaujmnd kinctkm and has noi supnrieif 
ftCci'plaiKc as yet. Smith uuips tltal v.'lnlc 
Sciixha. by jotninK the Cl)A iru^t have 
been able lo aid Cfianihal ck vekrivneiit. 

(us absence will cerlaiiily noi lvinipt*rlhe 
workmp of Iht* project. 

<Mler 
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NEWSWATCH 


An election 
nobody wants? 

Sn iMfika's iuntiLs feiirihal thv \or{hvomm^ clMums 
\n ihv mmU and ilw vast w'ill tvsuU in n hUnHibiUh 



IPKF commandot A $ Kiilhar(leni promiaiAf}Mcwrity'fo* Uw pods 


1 Ik*\ twM ill I ekviHMi 
.Hill nul)i'<h tiinu*. A wrv 
mmI |»«:»<»iIiiIiIV III Sn Linhn 
UkIiv .IV It ^Mr> ti(i fiK tk' 
liioMiui.ll IIHII 1 I il |H>IK in (Im* 
I .iiiiil (jiMiim.ilt'd iinrthiTri mikI (visli*ni 

|ii«»\'ujiI’v Noiiiin.ilun*'' foi Ok*v 4 ' 

Imn.-, Oh hi»hliiii: oi viliuh i« ii mI.iI <k’|i 
|o^^,lll 1 ^ liillifliM)! iIk' |iuk> Sn UmkiHi 
;iii’oii|, I' «l.il<'<J to ofK’ii Ml il Oilok’t 
Hud liovi OH in <K|.Jki lint, .il Ik 
luiu <i| wiHHu;. noii. oi ilu' f.iiiiil i^nni^is 
luivr «oiiH’ (MW.lid 1(1 i>|)t*fili ludiiiR.ilc 
i/nicjidiU'N |<M tiu' |Hi||s. 

HppnvIUHi U« (III* t'kvlHMiv liv Ik 
|H»w«’ilit 1 lilHt.<iHiii l iiMs ol ' 2 .11 ml 
[uiiin (l.riKi Im' (Mil ik tiik'i Tamil 
i;ruu|)'. in .1 hiiid l^i.ik* juiT m tk |Ndl> 

wiOunit Ik l.'rn,'' ikUtiiivmiHXi Un 
appini.il'Voiild KK'.iii diiini' mi .iT ||r nsk 
111 iMc Tkii |in)])k*rii b.!-. onK krn 
lirkikrud liv Ou' iniiiKiisi' prv?iMirL' 
Iih1i.i IV piiiiMit{ .ni ik'in, Oiioui:li llii:li 
C\irniniS'<uiiH'i j.N (hsii, to ikinuttMU*. 

I'Vi 'i Ik* iion uiiiir.uit lanitl l'iiiu*d 

..I loni ki' vv.nI m'Ihhjv 

iis«<iv.i 1 iim' aliool ilu* iiinvr lo hiHd 
oli’i linns in lliv' i'\|stii|>: MlUillkil, 

I. uu. I r \ \'>'i H*i. (I .'\ f 1(1.11 Hil«ii Amni (M • 
i-.i'.i. itM, rM«ii Ik CCMikI 
k. . k »• . f' 'V kkni 


Opposrbofl to the electioAs by the 
poweftol LTTE has put the other 
Tamfl poups In a hind. To take 
part could be at the nsk of Me. 

Their proWem has been 
heightened by the imnwise 
pressure trom India to pirlkipMe 


IViKC'Kecpoic Ktinv dul nodiini* (n 
('imvtfKV Ik l/rrK ill sutre'ndtT iii; 
an IIV iNMJ supixiri ik iiropt'Sv <4 Ik 
iirt'ottl. "Wr warn Ik I'kHiKin posl- 

potNil." k loW Si nuam 'If ik Kovfni- 
iiH'iiK iH Sn Liinli.i aiiri Indu gii aht'nd 
wiih Ik* |Millv. tkTc vmII k ? ivrtain 
hloo<n).illi.” 

*I1m' indilHiii i*r(iii]iv knT aImi rx- 
pri'vvi't! vKinLit vu'Wv (H ikin. tmlv Ik 
pio-l.TI'K Kt'lim KvvnluiHKuirv ilrjid- 
tUMilHHi iKKCiS) Hhs (liH'lnK*<j !<» rcovkT 
iIm'II .1 ]XihrH'a1 (miIv. Hh* oOkt 
iniKjpv Uu* !*U)IT:. KNIiLK KIIH*. 
Kl'Kl.K .isul TKl.<i>'nit* u» M'dred and 
l<N» ill t’i|Uifjfied |R l«*kk* Ik Tikc'IK 
t'spci i;dlN ill iIm> minlimi iM^nnisula, 
w'k’rt’ V fbahhakaran’v u*nl nnis 

Saul il Mfihif jiiemk'j i4 tk KPKl.K 
Varailinqd IVrunul. ni d n't'ent oiler- 
VK'w "We lian; mri been able tti kni** 


tum openly fur t«ro years. And now we 
have been jpven just two weeks to 
prepare ior elections." He went on ti> 
claon that his group was being pushed 
I mtu partvipatmg in the polls by Delhi 
I and Oikimki 

, (hw strategy iki is being worked out 

, (of the TKirth* -possibly at ilie behest of 
' [hxit-ts to gel some o( tk Taniil 
groupv lo informally suggest candidates 
for Ik poQs. Il IS rHiably learnt Ihai the 
' TUI.K and ihe Kl'RLK are A'orking 
I lowartk s seal sharmg arrangeiiK'ni in 
Ihe region. Apimrenlli'. llw RPKI.K has 
ulready su{>p]ied j list of probable i.andi* 
<iati*s to DiXil m the cunddioti that il is 
not tnade public until tk ki&i day of 
nonunaitons. And despite ils official 
(ippmiilioi* to Ik poIlH, Ihe 1 T 1 LK lias 
been sending feelers to its members in 
order to comixle n list of willing candi* 

I dates. "Tk Kk^a is that if tk uleciH»n is 
I kkJ on ik'hedulc, wv wiU h** pre|)ared.” 

! a temur TUl.K ktdrt loki Shnuai uii 
i conditKin of anonymity. 

eanwhk, the U'Kl* Ivis ken 
promising |<i provide "overall 
secunty" for conduciirig the elections. 
Says the fonvT imnmander Ll (ien. 
A.S. Kalkai: "Isolated cases of sunH*one 
I trying lo coerce or threaten may take 
' place, hut the M*Kh* will be Ihcre lo 
reassure tk* public. " Ik U*KK will be 
mainly concerned with monmng the area 
in the iiimiediaie vicinity of the poll 
biKghs and also patrollihg the approHch 
roads to them. 

As the island prepares itself kir what 
could easily be a bkxjdy electiim, tkre is 
spccuUtHtfi as to why tk Indian govern* 
ment is so keen on pressing for it, 
despite tk obvious obsUiks. One 
theory is that New Delhi wants the 
provincial councils set up before the 
president ihI elcH lmns in Lnnka. TIte fear 
I rs that a government opposed lo the 
I w'i'ord msv come to power. dishorKnii 
tk accord and tdl the M'KF to gu home. 
*llus would moke «k Indian invotvcinent 
in Lanka over the past year appear futile 
and ridxiulous. Rven if the ruling United 
NatHinal Party (I’NP) is voted back to 
power, its presidential candidate, Kana* 
soiglie Premadasa, is unlikely to allow 
the IPKF lo stay on for as long as India 
would like. 

Whatever the truth, the election is not 
going (o be peai^dul unless the LTTK is 
brought artiund. There is not much time 
tif that now and if New Delhi persists in 
going aksd without the Tigers’ approv* 
al, then the ensuing vkilence may under* 
mine the worth of seeing tk north und 
the east returned to the demoaatic 
process. 

ft. fthifh/MaUm 




Color. 

Glowing, 

lighting up your lilv. 

rKc li^ht that 

comes with 
Fujicolor — Japan's 
No. I color nim. 
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Elegant. Exclusive. Enchanting. 

The Silk People. 

And the wall finish to 
complement their stye 

Luxol Silk. 

The softest sheen. In shades 
ot sophistication With a feel 
hcher thon ever before 

Luxol Sik. 

For svolls that ore Silk to the 
touch. 

Drape your walls with Luxol Silk 
the richest emulsior^ in the world. 


ProfcHMonalism in Risk Management - 3 


What are the chances 
that a flood hit factory will show 
profits in the same year? 



M Ui 3de$ 






Why you should meet 
the people who know 
the answers to questions 
like tMs. 


United India. A company where we are 
answering Mich questions all the time. 

Seems a rather unusual way to keep 
busy, cloesn'l il? 

The truth is, it j« precisely this that 
keeps us at the forefront of the 
insurance liusiness. 

Let's explain. We at United India 
are forever trying to settle claims faster. 
So (hat fMir clients are back on their 
feet as qiuckly as possible. 

Wit h the result that today we are geared 
to assess and settle any loss incurred 
by a client In double quick time. Be 
it due to flood or fire. Riot oi* break¬ 
down. Theft or earthquake. 

To be able to do this, we must under¬ 
stand risks. Completely. So we a.sk 
ourselves ull sorts of questions. And 
And answers to them. 

This altitude of carefully studying our 


clients risks before covering them, is 
a deeply entrenched habitat Ul. Which 
is why, we know so much about risks. 
And how to manage them. Which is 
why, you will benefit by meeting us. 

Call ns, at United India. At any one 
of our 983 offleos. We’ll share our 
experience and innovative expertise 
with you. We'll analyse the risks that 
your business faces (believe us, you'll 
be surprised how many there are). 

We'll help you control and minimise 
them. 

Our team of top-notch underwriters 
(we have Engineers. Lawyers, 
Chartered Accountants and 
Veterinarians!) will custom-design a 
comprehensive cover for your business, 
('ompetently and efficiently. 

Call us, at United India. Together, 
we'll make risk management work 
for you. 



UNITED INDIA INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

(A Subsidiary of the General insurance Corporation of India) 
24. Whiles Road. Madras - 600 014. 
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RISK MANAGERS TO THE NATION 


COVER STORY 


The Gang of Four 

Narasimha Rao, Shiv Shankar, 
Chidambaram and Buta Singh are 
Rajiv Gandhi's mosi imporumt 
advisers 




T \w\ or«' Ilk' Ik's! ol Iru'iHjs: 
tlH*v are I Ik* wHirsl ene- 
niies riK'V uwU'tsCaikl ibe 
politics ol Iltdia. none ol Iheiii 
hiSS j poltlKiJ b.isr Thi-y 
iMve Hajiv’s heM tnirresis at hi iirl. iMr 
adNiie lias (iiniakvd him DHtfe th<m 
.invllniiu else, lliev arc nil i^kmI hiKials; 
(hen dtviM'rtis reveal a sh.ir|>l\ 
ilai'uni s(iv;d(. 

Tile i'umti ot t'liiir :> Tull ol vik)i!i<Hih' 

I (raw And vel i 1 enunis JlK-sf Aiy^, 
Main Ci.iJidhi ttkikes tet' oMfoi iW*i’isi*<h 
u'llhini! nr si 1 linking bunikii rr 
snMues niiiis'ier I’ ? 4 iiv SIvinkii;. lore 
•till loMiisli'r r. \ Narassntu Kao. minis 
U r oj '.taU' loi perstHinel I* ClutLimiMi 
rim, «rt Noitw iniiiisier hula I K*' 

pioijp :• nui vel .1 v;uh ii> u>o m.inY m its 
III*iuIk tsKile v.sh«idkr U"»iinuhI'H il 
(<• liimiion as a lolwsiw wlM»k lUit n 
has eiuciued MS Ifk* ItUK'l OhV ulk'll 11 
Mimes 10 hninuUlinK itoky 

Its iiidutiKo WHS h*li most rts«*nlh' 
met the [lel^RVUloil (Ml Ircr't* .Si simk 
i S fMoixTl ShkV Shiinkjr uimI Nai i- 
sinilw Kao firsi Ihmipfit ol ilw HiN. 
Chiilamharaiii vohinieeced lo iuV 4 it 
through the hok \thh;i and hnu >iiii;ti 
] i'()piksv<i Us withdrawal Mul over ilk* 
. last tw(r veais lln re Kive Inth in.inv 
I other mn ins mires wlrii Ka|i\ iiamthi 
ha» entrusli'tl his nohir**)! rutare to 
menihers ol thi;i tfi'iup Sim HiaiiUr 
ev<k|v«'r| iK* strateinos (•» de.kliiiK with 
Katrlak and Itofi^rs ChHlamKirain 
wns iis<<il astir ban [m 1 nuinlohiifslii^l 
A am Nehtu. Kuia Mtu^i hnncfted iiuni 
Zail Sinii;h and htliied a/ert I he threat ol 
a eiMip And Nai asimlm Kno has 

cirMTued Ihe enii/ierke ^jse ol Ur 
Cabmel as Ur man whose irpiiiMi is 
.sought on evurv issile from llie 
anniiiinceineiu u( elections in Sn Lanka 
to the release of the .lodhpnr detenus 
Within Ihe C<ingre&s paity. ihr 
(iang's influi'iiec is (eared, if ikm re- 
spvctcd. When Congress cluef ministers 
tell reporters that they have been asked 
lo resign by the "high isimmand', tliey 
don’t mean Ka^jiv (*andhi: they near 
Huta Singh. When Motila! Vora and 
Hindeswari t)ul)cy were ordered to 
make way fur Ai^un Smgh and bhagwat 
Jha Azad. it was Buta Singh who issued 
the instructions on the phone. On all 
matters pertaining 10 the law and tactws. 
Congress MPs know that they had best 
go and offer their suggestions to Sluv 
Shankar: uttimatety. it is his opinion tliai 
Rajiv Gandhi wiO heed. 

Chidambaram is the rising star. 
the man with the Prime Minister's 
ear, whose views on adnints* 
trative altaira axe always 
heerfed. And Narasimha Kao. the 
twnb er two man in_ 
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ihowcd the Giry of Four in 
action. NaraoMu Roo and ShK 
Shankar proposadtha Mi 
Chidambanffl piotad It md ^ 
Singh oppoiad lb withdrmL 
Had ft not bean tor them, the n 
would navarhivtbaan 
introduced 


Uh* i.ilwiel. IS ,1 splmix 
hk(* HUgiiw kIhm rifi ruth 
k-sslv rk'Nirov iIsim* Ih* 
Uishkv" KiMiuul t'vyn 
kjaw.iinig lohisv siNicU. 

iH (hr Uiui. Shiv 
SKiiAm in the iiPin w'lvisc 

< .iirvi >us M tii ttk’ iikisl 

thKliMli'Mis. A Ikwyrr 
fr<Kii .AjxhH :i I'l.ek’sJi. Ih* 
wus h> Indir.i 

< unidhrN ,iiu*ntHMi hi IU77 
hv K K hlbiw.iM t\\ iIk* 

iHiH*. J41V1I.1«js III iMiwrr 
.inJ Mis tikmllu di‘S|ivr 
uidy iHsik'd helfi wilh 
tfw SKdi Cl in II mss* 


napvOHndM 

leuanet on nw Gang e< Four^ 


(r- 




•' ; 


Shiv* Sli.inkji |v<M|Hh oKik^U md |H’I- 
foniicd irflier ihM fnlx tnt iIk' laimlv. 
suv’h ;<s pi’Tsiciding K.i]m I'.tiol i'i AitU 
draw <1 liU'l smi ag;imsi M(*ii:i:..i G.in 
dhi s Sun./ 

Mr w.is rekvinlrri wiih ,i tiiinisliy 111 
I*iM);iihJ pot m Jov.il. if iimlislinuur.heil. 
s«’r\*K’L* III siuh ;mmIU>Iio*i ir bw. Ibiloi 
luruitcHv liH him. his i.iicvi s\iijiTed .1 
iiiijiit M'tlhkk wIh’II hr lust tIh- IHSI 
turn .$ik 1 Mftiki iiiit Ik* iik'luili*d in the 
i.ihiK'l Mr trviuunl i|UuklY fliHii tins 

uui'ist* .iiHi usi'd his t<'nNHU*ral)lv |i>l) 
bving skills wiih |HHilH'i«ins aiul Ihe press 

li> prrsmi liiiii«ell t«i K.ijiv iis llu* i(lr;il 
s|KM 4 l rnsnv ami iHlU pib xWMi. TIh' 
I'lHiH* Mimstci .'ipivvU to Hssign lien 
VdiHHis irspiMiUhilltirs. iikiudirig prr* 
pilling Uu* gowmiiirni s l>rKl ii>r I hr 
Kirlciria C'lHiimisspHi, hrhiing uiih ihr 
IndrUCinghiik'sh watrr nrgnti.itiniis anil 
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luve bm isked to step down by the Mgh comnun^ 
meanbyBirta Singh. Over the bst year, he hesemer^M 
Rijiv'i chief advim on party mittert and en)oyi 
complete confidence 



• ii>i(sut< iMi>* uiiyv ut i< Vitirins 

Ailli Cimvk 

nikVHHIsIv. K.IJIV WAS WUh Ills 

.KliirvriiiriiK l>r^ » Kd|\M Sihlm 

<iMl w.h. iniMul lui hull iriMii (iiipni nml 
, hi- ni.uU .1 ttiui)i|ih;mi ik luni to lhi> 

I ^ rilHnrt Hi'. |n il'riiiMiuv ;i iiiini'^U’l. 
j lio\>rvrr. IhikHl tM |>l<Mst* K.mv As 
: luimsit'i liiitihij iIk' M.ii;in* Nihi 

I AhkTtii'U Snmit<:t. lu* I'Mind liiiiisHI om 
I shsiHoWinl Kv MH'tnlN't <>l (hi* 

Vilw.ii «)!•• W.'is fbi’li 

miiiistoT toi li KiliM i^ Kivalls ihh* l<Mr- 
i^nHniiiisrii nirVi.il K;mi^ ilUmislSIm 
' SImiiLh nsKl* .iI] i)h IniH’ AirI (Ih' onlv 
liith' Sliiv ^Ihink.ir shMiii'ij «<t>i sik^i Ilf 
u^i. u'Ik ii Ih Iic.imI th.it his 
Inciul l.'ihi lull Ik'<ii riiHknl. 

lh> II, III’ bi'ki llu’ wis \ij 
k;tM\ *lii<>iih IniT It'libMi wilh 
Ihc I’M's iililfs Ui put III .1 IffT j 

riuiMi " 

lh>. |M*rl<Miiuii(«* III I us I MihiT (I unis 
lri« s u:i< (m<lwhi)»^n.lHvI, Ili» unw 
, 1 ?. I'lniinirriv {niiR'it'; u.is iiuiktnl Itv 
si’V*i;.U»'*ris of l.uoitii|isi>i An] <il ;'l*)s<*- 

mss u, |itiiiiihit,ii \mtuiti. Ami ns bu | 

miMMri, hi> •MriHil ffk* in* fus uvil ! 

Sl*r\,nils 

hiruinatrh i>i| Mnv Sli.iiiknr. mr.irtv 
IM 17 . iiisi iiH Ins |■»>llwlll wiK wivki*!)' 
h)^. tlu' I'jui.iK 'vMiHbl In^dii IIh* 



kbiwk» III ihc* Kiivc*rniiV'ii( niid (lie partv 
wanted Kajiv («> uik' iIh* hinnK <4 Kairlav 
111 TiiKh (Al V.l*. Sin^* before Ik* 
nm*rKC(l a rwlHUul ultemAtivr. Slav 
Sh.iiik.ir. himvwr. piiipused amuher 
.i|i|ir(iai’h lit’ suK>!t.’>(t'd (lull Hrahrn 
I hut. Uh’ imni’^lrr iil ^(au* m the fukance 
niinislrv. limn in hirlumii’nl lhal Kairfak 
had ru’vi’i been luTi’d al all 1>us re.istm 
wa*. has*d <n\ ii narrowr k’^slif^tK’ 
uUrriac’lalHui iil IIh' Ivrms iiitrWr wlvch 
tiK* fk’li'tliv*' a^k7 Itad bet'll retained. 
.Atviirdini* ii» Shtv Shankar. Ihis Kave ii 
On* Hiatus «il ’KifiiniR*r* winlevei lhal 
im*ai( 1 . 

AiTordin^Hv. liralim I Hill piurulvd 
Ui^ hie Ml Ibrbaim’iil and was his kled 
Uh hiH Umiblc. TIk' privet iuikiU was m 
u«us<’ UitMc when V.V, nup- 

pulifH IcHkod (karumcnls pnivinp that 
[ Knirfax h:id been hired, aher all Hddly 
ciHxiuli. kaiiv (^andh did iio( re^d (his 
a lopiidutMHi id Shiv Sha]iu*)r*H ^iratepy. 

VVIhmi (he Htifc<n> uUeiiatHMie fir^ sur- 
r.ued. Sluv SliaiAnr wa« sent unce 

iii'-.rin. Hus (nnc. ttvi, he rcvnmniended 
I lira tiun’iK'id dentab. h was his idea that 
Kajiv (iandlu anmiunce that there were 
nil nrakHenien, at aH. in the deal. And he 
overruled iImi&c whn suscesicd (Itat, 
taut’ tlw alepaiKins were about bribes 
and rau aiteniK. K^v shuukl sanply deny 


(ha( bribes were puid. 

Alter the Swedi»h Au6t Bureau re- 
pon show’ed thai middlemen had, in (ad. 
been paid. Hapv turned lo Shiv Shankar 
apain. Ibis tune lie recommr tided ilint 
the l*nme MiiBsicr treat I lie report as 
vuxhcatinn of his stand! Alter all, he 
arjMed. only uiTidme’iip ihaipes were 
pa^. (Met* apain. others (Arun Stiiph 
anVAK them) who fell lh;it Hajis' sJjoiikt 
pet indipianl n hr nit Hofors* brmeh of 
laith were ignored. 

1*m‘ net result was that Kh)i\' caitk 
across a Imr who tried to take* refuse 
behind nv re teehiiu alitios Despiie this, 
(hi* I'nme Minister lontinut'd in luni lo 
Shiv Sliankir and has apieed t<i numv of 
las suuestKiiis. ineludtnp iIh’ disiaix iriti' 
of hiH best friend, Anuluhli Bnchehtin. 
Says a memlwr ol the Brituc Minister's 
I tUfiee (l’M(Ji: 'IV triHiNe is ha I the 
1*M regards ih(* lelkiw as ii lepal 
wuard' ” 

I 111 Jach Shiv Shankar's leu>il ju hieve 
mcntH hive lieeii dubious. Ihs hnel lor 
the povcrmmnl t)efcrf« the Siirk,ina 
CommssHin was smh ihai iimsl of iIk* 
CutmrvssK m's recon tmei idatii mis weiii 
apamst the Centre and for iIh* state a. 
Mb work on the lndo«Bangladesh border 
dispute succeeded in worseiiinp the 
disapreenH’Dl and (iiiaUy. k was told lo 
stop lonnulaiirut Chma p(^iev. 

B uhl SinjEh cannot claim to share Shiv 
Shankars allekt'd lepal wixardry. 
His speriakiy is, apistreiitly. his srasp uf 
Ho emericed as a iiwror fixture 


RafraOandhi and Shiv Shankar (caMra) wlin 
tha iMiCaMnai. a apacial ralaiionahip 
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halfwav ihroujfh Kajiv'x lemi lar)((*ly' 
because of the access he enjoyed b> ihe 
l^me Minister. th;inks to I^injab. In ihc 
po8t*accord |>en<id. Knjiv’s meetiniss 
with Huta went on for days 4tn end and 
the latter used this pruximiiy to impress 
the Prime Minster with his understand 
inic of piilitics. He also cuhivatvd M.L 
Poicdar. then Kajiv^s political adviser, 
who, uhligiiiKly. boosted his pruspeils 
with their leader 

Kajiv had been impressed v(ith Hula 
dunns the Asian (iames penod and 
hoped iliat. as homt' minister, he would 
tuix’iiun as a man of actuei. Buia reabsed 
dial thistneaiiT keepi^k l*nme Minis¬ 
ter posted with snippets of infurmiiion 
and HI lo (he Uisk wiih hfuslo. U helped 
(hat Inielli^eme Kurt^au Hbi ihR*f H.J, 
Itarai was his fnend and toKeiht^r. the 
Iwu told Kajiv what he waott^ lo hear. 

Impressed. ih» Prime Minister 
ssutTicd him tlx* task of l.i'opinKa watch 
on Zatt Sin^h and nn anv u>nspir*'y tlut 
the President nuy have hi«cn iHlvIenK. 
Hula tnana}{cd this by usinj; the IHs 
elec ironic survedlaiKe rm^ihods and by 
cullivaiinit. and uhmiaieJv, winning over 
Tarl(K*han Siri^lu nuiiunally dvp<‘<V 
seitrlary' to thi’ l’r< sideni Ixit cfftH tiw- 
ly. his ki>y adviser, flnce H'arkM'han 
ht^pan wrinanp Zail Sinph of iIk* kdly (4 
dismissim: the I'ruix* Minister, the (iiam 
liegAii lo waver. 

At Ihc same time, lima assured Ka)iv 
that there was enooidi widi’ixx' lo 
desir<»y Xai] Sinph should tlw need anse 
For tnrlaiKe. }w said. Kashtrapaii Kha* 
van had heconw <i lerunsi htdv'HJl. 
Fven the killers of Laht Maken look 


P.V. Wiiiiiiha Wae wWi Ra^nr: 9m vote* qt tep»rieno> 


■ « artiinteRNiitht Minim 
CWM H* nrali iiprtMM I itrong o|Mm butfen^ 
nudpi Uip Ml wiy. He imiht Mmitiefl Wt 
HSpertir Mi It m Ml Mte to lend N.D. Tiwiri to VP n 

cMefmlniiter 


shelter (here. This was c^Nacily what 
Kajiv wanted to hear and he Kleehilly 
repeated the alesatiun Hut when the 
time came he Buta (o subsianiiale it. 
the proof was bekms Nevertheless, the 
bet that Zad S«wh went quietly became 
a consideTable inumph for liuta and 
cemented tus p<isjtM)n wKlan Kapv’s 
inixT Circle. 

Since (ben. he hav been ire<iuen(ly 
ninsuhcd on IhiTMab (even though he » 
M Ml* from Ka^asihanl and tiM ret'cnllv, 
the kuvemcnent's pokey bure his unnus- 
takaUe mpnni. He reconanended the 
dismissal o( the Bamab Kuvenvneni. 
has suggested raising a vigibm ce groupuf 
scheduled caste Sikhs and aiiempted lo 
create a pro-govemneni lactiun withm 
the Shiroman Gurdwara Prabamftiak 
Committee (SCPC). Ne^ everybody 
^se inytiived with Puiqab has fuuidit 
with Buta. Ghuhm Nabi Asad e» rni 
longer asked for suggestions after he fell 
out with l■nl. Kibeko's bifluenec has 
waned for the same reason. Bamab is 
now regarded as mefiectu^ because of 
Buis's Qppostbon, and Sushd Muni u 
thought to be weft-meanmg but mis* 
gukM. thaHts to buta. ()t4> S.S. Hay 
has stood up to him and Rgiiv’s vkut to 
Punjab last month is regarded as the 
only sign that the home mniier is ncH 


entirely onuapotcnl wh<<i) >| c(vrieH to 
l*uh»ab, 

Huta’s pohlK’al influviKe. however, 
remains unaffected. Ihoui^h he is ihj) d 
C ongtess(l) offxv-ht^arei, Knjiv 
him to keep a watch im tlw si,lies. Wh<»n 
chief minislors fold lhat they (anncil see 
the I'rinte Mimsior. thev I uni up on 
Hula’s doorstep instead. Mosi are (|iiiii' 
content to do af be miitruitK. (^iily oni* 
has ever compbined. After Buta tried to 
force S.H. Chavan to make some Ml.As 
mnisier^. the kwiner Maharashtra chief 
muusler protested to Rajiv. Hie Pnnie 
Minister look his side but, within a few 
weeks. Iw? was repbeed. 


I n many ways. I’. Ch»damh.ir;im is the 
tab)' of the Gfing <if Four. (Jrikuially. 
he entered pobiicb as a pi ole ye of 
Moopanar, oru'e a niainsiny ol the Con* 
gress organisation and the boss of the 
Tamil Nadu unit of the parly. Bv the 
time lie came to natxma) primiincncc. 
however, he had shed his .McKipaiur link 
and repackaged himsi’lf as a iweiiiy*firsl 
century man in the Kajiv (iancbti mould. 
Says a leading member of llw ConKres- 
s(lj: "IV i*M has a wetness for 
ariicubte. Westernised young men wiui 
tek him that they share his vision of India 
and his dibdw of poIKks," And in fact. 







WHO RUNS 
INDIA? 


Domestic affairs 



P. Sfiiv Shankar 


P. Chidamtiaram 




6uta Sin^h 


P.V. Naraaimna Rao 


Foreign policy 



P.V. Narasimha Pao Ponen San 




K.P.S. Manon 


P. CfmUmtaram 


the wotd that Kajiv um s iimisi often 
while describins Chid:iiiilxijain ts "ar- 
ticiilaii 

Fu* .ill the kW>ss and poluh. Chfdam 
uarani is no tknid) wlx it it i-omes to 
clixjpni; ihe knife iii in 1W6. he kept 
*vdTnmK Rajiv ahi^ui Argn Nehrxt’s 
:t!leKed evil desijn^'^ VMh'ii Nehru had 
lu» heart attack in K.i'h'rvr. tHw Pnme 
Mmter assiipwil Us ..i 'in* intenul 


' Mt univ respiinsibiliiies iu Chidanibar- 
am. I'hirxe who did not knrrw the 1'amil 
uvIpHnrat wefl, assumed that this was a 
'Jiow, and dial Nehru would run (he 
rlt'p;irim’nl from hia hospital bed in 
Kovhmr. In CludanUMram knew 
v\M (ly why Rajiv had tdven him the job 
and «H nt jlbimA melhodM aUv (teNtro>inK 
Nrhni 

When Nehru returned frtHn Hnnaicar 
and ailempted to resume h«s wortc 
Chidamharam mdiidic'd that he wouM 
contauM* m the post Idl Kajiv (old him to 
hand over charee. Nehru rushed to Kajie 
who toM him that he was worried tivit he* 
riHjrhl irNerwork and 30. Chidamh:irani 
vroukl ket'p most of the depanments 
NHiru I hen tried to teo wheat his sw* 
evssiH but Chidambaram held Ann. 
KvenlUiiOv. of course. Nehru wa^ un- 
I I cf4‘iiionMiusfy dn^iped, 

( this cxpefK'ncv convinced Kajiv ihat 
I Cludaniharani had Kreai potential. He 
' .ilkmred him to remam m the home 
ministry hut urjted \nm. as niiiiister lor 
personiH'l. to find waysof inrriivrftmit the 
Iwreaurracy. Chidambarjni's soluiKin 
was to send adnumstrators abroad for 
: iraininff. It was his idea also to fet the 
NatK>rul Seiwity tiuard INSO) and the 
Specul l*TutectMA Oroup (SPlil trained 
m Italy. When others pouHed out lo 
Rajiv that this could lead l<i embarras- 
suiK critictsm. ihe scheme was scrap 
ped (However. Arun Nehru, who 
knows that (he proposal is on Ale, tried 
lo turn It into a controversy. Iasi year.) 

As immsler fur personnel, Chidani' 
haram has swrct’eded m alienating the 
Indian Admnistrative Service HASi 
which feels that he plays favounies and 
IS— Bi aiiv case—bused ajtainst its metn< 
burs. 


A frequently leveDed <Titicism is that 
hr has oversiTn the appointment of 
several SiMith Indians to al the key 
posts. Ihesenily. mosi major seiTeiur- 
les are afl South induns: K. P, S. Menon 
(external affwrsJ, T.N. Seshan (de* 
fence), S. Venkitaramanan (finance). 
J.A. Kaham Knshnan (home). S. Vara* 
dan (cud and petroleum). S, Kaja^opal 
(eneffcy). Vijay ShekJaran (food and civil 
supplies). K.C. Sivaramaknshnan (urban 
devduprnent). R. Snnivasan (heali)i). 
'Bob* Munri (food pmeessms). P.H. 
Knshnaswamy (special secretary, llan- 
isijt Commission), S. Vardarajan (cul' 
tore and sports). M.K. Narayanan 
(dirertor. IB). P.K. Hariankar (director' 
general. Border Security Force). 
M.B.W. Rao (chasman. Customs ?*id 
Centnl Excise), Chandra Shekhar Isa* 
enceandtechnoloicy)and K.r.P. Namb* 
lar (electronics). Clearly al )7 appomi* 
ments cannoi have been Chidsidarvn s 
doing And yet. (he feehrig persiiii (hat 





ftajiv wlHi P. Chidsmbaram: ■ WMknMS l»r 
■rtleulaM, WMtwrMMd rPung mm 

he IS inovmg his own men—all Suuih 
Indians^ into positiuns of induemv. 

Ihe IAS IS also unhappy ahoui his 
stand on Us pr<imoiK»n>. The svrvKT h 
14711 t»irh wus due (or promoliim to 
jcNni scH’reiary level in I4I<7. Aoiordiiig 
1 u civil service pnK’edure. » niimniiree 
of MS ri'larii'S I u*d to approve 1 he pr« m 1 in • 
lions whH'h would ihen go to the* Cabinet 
Sciictarwl Hoard and then to tlx* minis 
try f»f personnel. The Ale was dcinyed 
for eight months. Ai cording it> ihe IAS, 
ChidarnUiirani enipnc'ered ihi* <kixy so 
(hat m the absence of newH*|)i<»innti*d 
j<Nnr se( reianes. h(* could lill vjciint 
posts MWh non* I AS officers (. fiid.iiritwi • 
am says that the cuniiiiitice ol si*civiar* 
les caused the delay. 

Chidambaram's encTiiu'*< in the IAS. 
however, arc not a' *^n'ik*fouR as his 
enemies in the piiri) 1hcy claim that 
niany uf KajivS rui.^ialrulalHins—Sn 
Lanka, for instance—;slem Iroin Chi* 
dambaraen's advice. 'I'hey offer the ex* 
amj^ of the 19tt7 judpntnt ajitainst a 
clerk m KashtiapRti hhav<iii. Chidambar* 
am wanted to use it as the basis of a 
campaijEn against 2^ii Singh. 'Ihis move 
was supported hy Shiv Shankar and 
Naiasimha Kao and would have gone 
ahead but for ihe iasl*minute mterven* 
tion of Bhagwat Jha Azad .ind Dinesh 
Smgh vfho pointed out that Arslly. ihu 
derk had been recruited by the home 
ministry and secondly, Rajiv's cniicB 
would turn the campaign around lo hold 
him responsible for the 1985 South 
Block spying scandal in which a member 
of P.C, Alexander's staff was arrested, 


They point also to the iinneceta&ry 
<^nfrontation withVi(.e-l'i*esident Shank* 


.. 


M*fe? CBM^r 




;ii iJiuaf SlMrm.1. .• trw monin't 
Sh^irnhi h a (laiKnii'i.iimh htvaksi iA 
ami w<i*> hiimrK*H whc>n 

ChirliinilMtflm 

hm in tht' Unjva s.iltNi M(< walkK) <iui 
and ivtiiKXI (Claris I" iIk* Huim tiB 
K:ijiv [H'lsniinDv kVilk*d <*ti lani. Smrr 
llu*n. Lhiflriiiihir.'int'A rrifiiHs h^iw (rivd 
tn fuiitil Miiimia n /m\ Sni^h 'dyk> 
spirauir in an Hlori tn )usiify the b;id 
lun^kiui* 

T hi- inii>«t t’Mnsuinniaie playt'i in ihe 
of hour h I’V, N.nasmiha 
Hao. Mts lianilhi laiH’tl Ian io ruilHMial 
nPU'OnurH’iHv dining* Ih'i s<«i'. 0 xI Imn 
Uil sIk ll(•vlT \v* him IxriHiH' |i;irt o( Imt 
miKT'tryk’ Ka;iv (laixfln, ro<>, rrt'nirlt^il 
liiin a'* a ^uiliO okl m hcKtJ iKiliiK'i.in but 
OIK’ bi’st suiivd lo ^iKh inmiKtrx's as 
oxlt’rnjl alfaiis and huiiian rv>ouKV». 

obvKMisIv. did n«d a>{t«v wilh this | 
as&i'ssiiii’nt ot hi« l.ik’ius and after he 
was landed wiih the> newly vrrated hu¬ 
ll uin re&oiirics mtnislry (fusscally, a 
larlc’d-up version of iIh’ old edixalMMi 
ministry I in hM'>, even allowi^d an 
cxpiesatun of displeasun* break 
ihrmiKh his s|>lnnx*fike visiiut'. SVIienlx* 
was eivi'ii ijridilKjnaJ iluriK’ of licahh. he 
foUKhl with all three of his ministers lA I 
state: Mai'>tarcl Alva. Kri>lina Saly and 
Sircj Khapiirde. 

Blit l>y IW7 when the dis.liiK'm Rajiv 
(•afKihi’v hirtitnfs heicin. his position 
stronger. Rajiv ?Knv beK^n to feel 
that he had erred bi ijnHiniiK the viiices 
of experience and turned more and mure 
to Rau fur adMce. Meanwhile dissent 
within the party had erown to such 
levels that MPs were serwKisly eon* 
sidertnfl dumping! Rajiv. At that sURt. 
Arun Nehru, V.P SmjEh and the rest 


were still in the Cuner^'ssfli and I Yen* 
dent Zad Suiidi ner<l(Kl an ahomaiive 
i*nnK’ Mini<<U'i m case hi* thsnussed 
Rojfv. V.l* Smeh ncHk’ it eVar that hi’ 
would not Uikc the )oh and Atvii Nrlmi 
was leUK^vpinlile to nearlv cv(*t\I><k!i 
T here weie now two oh\«ius awi 
promiM* choKes’ N.lt TiW’an or Nara* 
bMwIu Rao Neither Nehru ihit I)k* Km^ 
wixiU aii^ee to 'I'lwan bivauiK* of tlieir 
o|)positiuii to bun m 1*1’. Th:it k it inh* 
Kao, and V.!* Snjdi N’Raii suKjA’stiiKt 
his name pnvaiHy. At ihi* same link’. 
CKmdrrf Swanv. with whom R.h* Ihs 
cW-arty esi^ihlislied links. wi'iH lo m.t 
Z ad Siiiidi laicordmx li> ilw t»iaia’s own 
I ai'couni \ and oHeri’d hnii all the iH’lp lx* 
rwrJed lo tufipli* Kajiv if ivily hi' would 
^ ujtTis.' lo make Kao l*rNm' MhusU‘i, 

I Nan hav smev denn'd lo Kitjiv ilui U- 
had any knowtedRi' of this ciinspii 
aixl the ItHTr Mimsler clearlv heheves 
I litfii. bui irflwra are not suri* *I1 h‘V 
feel tlial lie has Ixsii I’arelul not to | 
ik’fend Kajiv ki puliiH so ikit Ik* rcsii.iins 
an .*h( ejilalile c«aii|k<Miir^ OMidirtaU* 
slMxikl I hi’ I’riiiM’ MiTHsk’t Iw ihHii|Hsl hv 

IIk’ lartv 

Sime mid lW?. himem. Kao lus 
biS’i; vonsuhed on iH'iirlv eV ’^yllwiR 
from the imiinir of the whina tnp lo ilx* ' 
ilearance of the IVpsi pri^t. Kaio ' 
bi beves that hi« yobri. restravied sivk’ I 
indh’ateik a th< uirht ful. i aui hkis nund i hat i 
' can act as .i brake * si his invn mitk’t uosii v. 
However, K » possMe in u’ad iKher 
iiMiiiws nio Kao's iKlH>ns It was he 
(and Kuta Seuh) whu urjzed Kapv in 
si’raJ A^un Suifch to M.iOhva I’rndi’sfi 
Kaos stall'd jcroundswitv tioi Aiyun 
Sitixh eiiuld win the ekslion for tiM’ 
ConRrrss(l) Ills (h’lraclors sir iKil. m 
bM’l. Ih' iieriinved SinRhas-i Ihieal and 
w unlisl hinout id lK.’Ha. Sunibriv. Kao 
hai ked the naive to si'nd N. I *. 1*iwan to 
Vllyr Pradesh inlks siv Hut thus 
hi' not only xik the unly otlK’r pf»sstbk’ 
Hhi’nuiivi' PM nut of Ihe «*av. >hiI also 
had a riRhtini* ihance to Ret ilie fmaniv 
nurastry <jnci’ 1'iwan vwaled it. (He 
didn't. It went to S.B. (.havan i 
buch yJk’KaiHKis of di'plf'itv arc 
routinely leveBed aitainst Kao. M*hen he 
n'fused to say anything in tnvnui of Ihe 
Detaiiuilain BiR m puMac. despite havine 
lobbiod kir It m private, dus was taken as 
another instance of hts ariful nature [ 
Kiqiv. hpwever. refects ihi$ aiieivivta’ 
tKNi and conluiues to trust Kao. 

W iU the C«anR of Kour la$t? l*rnhaUy 
nut. In a sense, its emergence 
displays the sad state the Ruveinment 
has cume to. In recent inunihs. Kapv has 
bejsun to ket that he lacks sound p'#ical 
counsel: these four ministers are. « 
apparently, the ones to fiH IlM varuuni. { 
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But of lliem. Clivinm^uram 11 a p'lhiKal 
now’*' <if rKU n nonentityI. Siiiv Shankar 
vnu dcfealvd in hl^ native Andhra and 
had 11* sneak into I’arhameni IriHn Gu* 
jaral. Rula SinRh dare noi fare the 
voters u( I’unjab and has been :iccumiiKo 
dated in a safe seat in Hajasihan. and 
P.V. Nanumifia Kau counts for milhitiR 
in Andhra IVadcnli p^ihtics. B this ih tile 
best Kajtv car du fur 'politkal' advisers. 
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Ki^mvitlvr ihc iji<v K’lorv vikj( 

YdUf mother :ind v»>u talked 
mill Ihe smuTI hiiuisol the miirmni: 

She loUl you the mc^ruuyof nurrujje. 
ihi Ke fi I lie eoflipriHn ih s you « oh h I 
huveil*nuke. howlo111int«>hishle 
unil h(>w to pleaM* him However. like 
flimi women. )our rnolhei shnl uWav 
t wm i ii>c Ncnsil ive i opu l he i ijthc 

oonifaeeptive me I hod to use 


I'he euiUnicrptivt cuaruvion 

I he te »N« htfwilde i mjt cl>0K.*e • >1 
eimiMcepKivcMi'dav 'Nmim.ikinethc f 
fifju ehoiee IS not ejvv Somemetm»dN ' W 
I n V olve (he tcriMi m nt ci>unrinj! ihy% v A 

(you could w ro ii)* so comIv I.« hilc 

olhers curry the risk o| Mik* oiaUci efK’Cb ()i worse, 
the cmharu>smeMi olachriKal es.fniindiHin Stune 
de p^’nd upim Ihc l. in| h* r ui ui e h ii el leelrvcness Sureh 
ihereis.uoiiliacepiivenieihod I hats ahsoluiely sale 
wiiImuiI the mess, (he acixffrxunvmpsidecitccts*.rone 
Ihu I ms ols es .1 hu • ^ pcepai <iiu>n’’ Whal vou need is a 
sale, simple, suie meihiHl lhai is n^i lot both id vsui 


The safe, sure condom 

flic condom is nnc of 1 he sj lesi. 
simplest and surest of conuaceptives 
ti does not involve a visii to llw d(*c:toi 
Ofdelinicalc&arRmjlion Nntdoesii 
mean sutgvry. pam ordiseomlort to 

^ your Ixidy Now ihinnct and finer ihau 
ever before, the condom proiects 
wUhoul mierfennit with ine pleasure 

W ' .y Kotiinimr cuarMScncf 
^ V* • t Ask loi Kiihimxirby naineat viKif 
4 A|||b iv,' ¥ nearest ehcmisi. One of India Maltese 

se llinjt cxindoms. Kiihi nu>r gives you 
^ (he Cl inlidcncc * if kr owi ng you are 
ahsoluiely 'afe. U is luhrieated ami 
made fi oni 1 he fi nesi la lei to give voii 
a rKai naturjl feeling taeh condorr is 
ckcl ron leallv te si cd for total safe i y 
That's the KiihinuorconhJence Is ii any wnndet that 
miUmosofciHiftcsall over India are choosing KohmiHirus 
(he safest, most practical metH*)d ofconttacvption'* 

Kohinooi rsfriwn the pei>(^e whii understand voui need 
for pnvaev, protection and {ileasurc. loi a coniraceptive I hut 
isahadulHy sale And voux wish lomake vour muinage (he 
best thing (hat everhaj^^ned in hothol vou 
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thi^n It niitjhi cxpLim why llir tfi'vefn 
merit seimis cimsiiinlK lo b** shrattiii^ 
list'll in the k%. 

Huwi'ver, k-ijiv's >tvli’ hns 1 k*«i l** 
dirt with a itT(>up i>I :Hls*isvrs jnd to tU'ii 
discard iKni. When hi' eiiicrcd |>iliiii s. 
\i wuH firat Vijay IlKir and thi'ti, siJdhar 
lha kcddv, he isi l^u>r ii \su> 

the lw<i Arutis. Alter Uk v de|»;ined, he 
turned tn M \. I'Vili'dar t^ tlk* C «ai»:re> 
sill cfMiii'L'tMK'd ntioul Imiii Tht'ri hneOi, 
(inpi Ar«>ra asMum'tl I'ri'al iin|HK’(;iiH‘i’ 
Ix'fnre Im’IUk sidt*lined Ne\i. il was 
crMW'«. hkf SiiUsh Sl«nivi wh'i h.*caiix' 
his vies iind eais nil ifiey viithriHled 
fhi'm>ehTs m irsunjin si arwl.il' .Vm, 
rf i> ilie (innc til I'our. Hm :klic,Kl\, IMhi 
maiden ai< iK’ttiny; tluil attcr iIh* Ivimo 
«> t the liefHnuilHtn Hill, thi'i 
tun, will tail (Hti nf lavtxit 

As ni nnw. h«>we\y!. iIh'v nih iIh* 

TiHist wIk II It conx'S In ihHllvsIlt' ptilm'S 
aiKi |Mit\ UMllcrs S(MiK' of ihc in :i(vi 

itmiriluiU' tn inreign poky di'»t usshhis. 
thiHiyli tfv k< 1 uMft in rivii fiekl ttmim'* 
R<Mi(n Sen. a kmiiI Mvietan in thi 
I’Mh. < >n euiniaiiii iitl>iits, ilK'iMUKot 
Knui h;i« vH lo tmitrWHJti Mt^HlMondv 
til fxiJii'v inakiny; ilhisiydi Mm Miankai 
IIH '*), hut I hell, Kain ha*> ih» m^K'sive 
ecorwiimc (Milirv. Sho Miunkai and Nara 
simha Kiki a'» aKo irviiiL; to eKienil tIm'm 
mlliieiu r inn I media in;iiu>!enH'iU ;mil 
h«ive t'Miinaiyned aitaiiiM ihlirnulioA 
?H\Tetiii\ lio|n Amra. »'Iki is ru) haikiT 
ihe Inree k' list’d In lx* 

One View IS iImi iIh* I aim; o| loxn 

owes ils siMivss to ils .ikiil\ lo pLn up 
In tk' d’ltk shle o| Kaiu 's iwitire N,iys 
i\i\ Mi*' '*iliiu kinKi.ni von kiiV 
excuses joi tlK> {'riiiK* Mini»kr* 1 1 lan't 
nlwiivs k' .S^iiv Slunkai V t«iiM( •" vhi 
ibinliniani's laull Hie IkkiiuKon Hid 
iikiy I Live lieeii I hell idea liui il w as Ra^v 
W'ki hbiik' tk dis tsKHi.” App^irt iitiv, 
(HH* sidi rii Rajiv IS fid up wilh Ik* 
criiicisni k* h.is erkouiitvied. n>e ti.inK 
ai)pcak In this Mde hy lebing hmi kiw' k* 
inus! Sin k II to his rnlirs. Savs Ik' Ml* 
Tk V appeal t<i Ins nwck» side.*’ 

So l^r, Kaji\ kiK plaved nkm^ with rhis 
ISrnupinK- Hut the (raiiK c>f K(»ur has 
down Ihe seeds cd Us nwn o'etilual 
downlall by ftuhtinu within itself. Shiv 
Shankar and Narasimha Kao. fur 
ance, dislike eai h orhet k cause vi old 
Andhra nvalnes. Conse<(OcnUv. each is 
always pulling the other down. 

Similarly. HuU Sinuh and Chidambar- 
am are also Itdd'nu over the home 
uiinisiry. Hula retnrd^ his muusier of 
stale as tou clever bv half; Chidambaram 
regards hi$ Cabinet mmisicr as the kind 
of politician he is sirugglinR against, The 
battle between the two has severely 
damaged the home niinislrv and iIk 
guvemmenl itself. In an effort to mgiati* 


ale hvuM’K with Kiigv. ChtdamUarain 
primiused to uncover dciedsof the C«'i'h 
ptdlol ik'iil tlut would ck'jrh HihihC'.ilo 
Arun Ni-hru At t nrdniidv. <hi' Kinn'm* 
rik'nl leiikitl li» tk* press thil Mwh 
cksi'ii>sur<*s w'ini* on (k*ir wav Stnx* 
tk’ii. howevti. Ituta Ivis in *h* tlw 
;ul .ind HtUxu|Urd to iiv'eni ks )uni«ir 
Iron Liking .ill tk' viv'hl Ik ih*i 
it'siiK Is tku ni» iovrlUMin'. Iihv<* k-en 
foilk'iMiung and tk irgtne ’> iit^kbiv 
Ibis Inn'll dr'lUi'd Mibb tk* .•Letw ks 

iupiH’iH'd e* tk* Sv<*il M>«k iniiMk i 

iXM* AgiUlu tk* tWit IIIHHslHs jaisksi 
Ik* (.MillIII Miirr*.tu of lrivi*sngti»Mi 
l(.HI> into hakiiig sciKaibeuil <k*niilN 
tku si*('nK'd to inipl»’ali* Sanjas Sngli 
In lU rusli t<i >4ih‘9r Singh .iihI \iihLi 
M oih. ki«*evv’r.(heniinisti \ m'glfiioil to 
pit |iiiri* a casl 'iiiei cav* and lus kvii 
gtiaik iiiihairnssi'tl liv itn«‘iU reivr^* 
III ik' iourts, ChMiKiihiiixin. m |Liiibii 
kit. liHs 4K1 > k-i'n 4 mlv t« bi w ilkng t* 1 |bis •. 
Ik' kum* Uk his iiHsMk's in ofk 

<*rs Allot nykihg j iiuskMiling si.iu* 
ineiu in l*;irlMnh'nt nii ik* Ukilurgc 
on AiHlhrn k'gl^L•Ues ik' ]*nnH* 
Miiu<ii*f’shiius«*, k* issiH'd iin Apok^gt 
bui tiiimi'd k** nils si,trenK'iit 4MI ik* 
I Mill |H)lH'i* 

OpfMisUKril to tk Ilf I'tMll IS 

IwAling ei N<*vi' I Vie (hak.'^ilMr.en, 
«>s|xt aalt\. teeJs hiinsi*ll tk *4 n 
HXKi'ni'd ait* k IV IAS <.ind iKine ii 
k'h. (k ;m«i MmuU Indian s4sn*tniH's) 
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is L'kirooerlv upsi*l. So ufi iibtm minis 
Ivrs w*ki aci'iiH* ks iH'r.xjiinc^ miiiisii'i' 
cU ivfuaing TlK*ni IIk* *^x*i'i:i 1 .issistanK 
tk'V want. 'Within ik jwri\. Ik- ih 
reg:irdi*d .is ;4iJ arrog.mt upst.in ilw is 
now alsii roMing with MiKifinii.iri .tml 
.illt i takuuig Ik IMiiimlMin Hifl. hr Ivis 
IV'c-iHir Ik' largid of iIh* pios^' rfiigri 
Ih* wiH piok'ihii hi* Ik* tii vi 10 go 

Slin .Slbinlcir Ivis aknvs )HHjm'i*il 
luik atU'i irvrrs<*s and k)' nitoadv 
k gull I sttidu'd (»<« css ril dtsinhimin 

I bin I011SOVV1 the . turn Hill 

(ksiislrr It was his i(|«*a to hlaim* Du* Kill 
•ei s s, K.iv to dimt HtivMlion Irrim his 
own roh iiiet lu* is aIiisuK hutlimk'ling 
bHinbdisis aiel dis'hirmg: "Kki;>'ya. 1 
Was imaa'i I(U Ik' Kill,” Kvon 1/ he gm's 
mMo Kiiijveatv di’iliiH*. Ih' will )>i<ilinhiv 
siHMlo in Ik' kHig luiv 

Hiil.i Singh s jPi^Miion IS <thmg. Whiit* 
Kav hbi\ w>n Ik* h.iilli* lokn'ji him out 
k Hiinyih |«ikv inrnmlaiKin (such re 
iini leviSM's as rotiiii's vichey in tk* 

S<»i\ ckslMMis writ hrlpK Hiitirs iv>k* as 
.111 1*1 ora l «in jbirlv .ill.nis S(s*mH ikU to 
M mnn Atlcr nil, k' kH*s h*\v Ik' Xad 
Sk.« h i I MimiUi Ivhind him ami 1 k re hiive 
k i i. L*u iisil 'hsjiMefs ailHik'd lo hk 
* I m M M«« .V *\ cT. h.i* sojtci K '<1 his s t and 
<Ki tk I >4 laniathio Hill skull'i' befoiv U 
w.is wiikirawT: 

VVUri ki|>i«iis |M Nijiasimha Kao d<<* 
jvihI* laigolv (HI km Kafiv loaHs hi the 
Moiios MiltelilU sw'er|iiiig H(*Ull, 
A<<'Hding lo ik'si, K.hi and Sliii Shank' 
ill lusi reahs(*(l ihal a C’ongii ss |bir1v 
wilh Kaiiv f 'looilk at i(s head wiH fiiid 11 
dilliiuli to win lk‘ iieM cM km, (III the 
o<k I h.iod. ikiugl' K.i]n is ck*arlv not a 
iiH* bM'lfri, hi o not an olivious \mU - 
}«»^**l Il ik' loitgiess Is to dump 

km. Ik ti hi iMisiinm nuM U* siihstun 
tvilli «> ak« 'ned ovei I hi* ru st few 
nweiths SI iK(t Ih is iKtcened as a 
liakliti 

Tk'iefoit. (s* s Ik story, the sus* 
lauxd o|i|WKUiim to the wnlHJr.iwal of 
tk* lMam,>k>n Kill Irom tk (lang of 
Kiiur.evrn afh i it was clear liuti it was a 
mjpir pohiK miscah uklioh, was 
pi<Hii|>ii*<) <tfi!i hv a desire to damage 
Kaiiv A low iiioro such si’IHdestruilive 
nHive.. .iikI n jUai'ing luin will siH'iii lik(* 
Um* <(>>vh<us ( oursi' i>f aiHiHi, 

Njiiurallv, ev<*ri' 'ingle iiK'mk r t)i the 
fittng 'll hoiii reji'cis this hypulhttus out 
lU Iviiid and swears undving lovaUy to 
Kajiv Kui Ik* Stories art s|h eating and 

II IS jiki viialUt* itbu siMiK'bodv will bring 
them to Rajivs iitention. Shnukl he 
hebeve ik-m as k> did the storks 
about Arun Nehru—then it is cmly a 
matter <ir lene btdore India's Uang of 
Kodi meek tk* s^ime tale as ils Chinese 
cnunierp<in 
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V»mu«u ovAiflOM <>• 0*(tH lueky 

‘•^.r, 'i . V«V • . . -• 

Lari*c parts offuatiurn 
Itulia reel an (hr the 
worst'Cirr fhxHl *ff the 
centnrv 


lilsl VIMI luirlh IinJu W<IS 
d4*v:i>l.)U*cl In 
IIhs y« ar tI 

llu'futvol ilh' rt*Mls. Kw 
fnur piinviiHHis Uuys- I lx* 

«JlU.1lHHl Ml IVHu 

tk:<\ tlx |‘»7« n««xls as 
ihe trnlirr Traps Yiuiiiubi nrcM was mun 
diiled. 'rix' I’XUnit of I he was 

liiitflt*d, I*. bi\'.RiS<* tin’ bunds 

ac'mss I hi* n*. ri. i'i>nstnH’t<*d 

slrmnxxl Ihi txlr. 'I'hi' adiiunistnj- 
t«kp was all si‘l 1 m pit’ss thr panx' IhjIImii 
w|H>ri 1.7 tnis<’cs (if wakr had (o be 
rvlt*av.d irnin I^h* IVjwhLi worlis. 
f onimairly. ihou^th. (ht* situaivn ini* 

prMVit) AtMl ihi waloT k'vcl rei'«tK*d 

\n’h* Ilk ;h *'1 (iMk*s danwr niaii. 
lixpliMiu (I I'icni Sme}%. itk* exei utive 


CiWiH^ir (<li’V4*loiaixiil I: "llx* dniupi* 
Id (K'Bi was nut clix U» ht as’y rains bul 
Ihr’sivpae^ tliTdu^i breat hes aloiiK Ihe 
ns'er ” Jtui (bat was nx (hi* only txuse. 
Many virfiiraes ul the ci(> wi*ri* waierh«* 
^*<1, ni)i by met water, but due lo the 
bade flow friifti the city sewers, their 
(Xitfliiw mto thi* Yamuna bein^ re«* 
irxlixL 

Ai tlx* Intel State Hus Terminus 
(JSBI'k hir Bbtancc. vrater entered due 
to (tu* backflow vi sewerage. Tht water 
icvtd was ahiiut two or three feet high, 
while at some places it siuod ai six feet, 
Thrie was a senous danger that Old 
Delhi bhdgL-s would bt* submerged, 
whiih forced Ihe autJxjrities to dose 
iht'm III traflic. Anny boats were press* 
ed mto servxY to rescue martxawd 
peoplt* in Majnu-la-TiL in n^th DeM. 

iTime Mnslcr Kapv Gancflii visited 
(he Onod*aAecled arras itf Deflo. accom- 
p.iriird by Sonia (iandi. the U Oov* 
emv of DHhi. KiHiiesh Rhandah and 
(he chief executive cvuncUlor. jag 
ITavc^sh Chandra. He met displaced 
persons at (hr rehef camps and enquved 
ahoui theit welfare. Ki^iecs ten lakhs 


Submarged hutments: Mtlous dlmspt 

has been samtKiiKxl from the hime 
Muiislcr's Kelivr Fund for Oik id relief 
work, imdonaken h>' the iHhi udnums- 
Iratkin. 

lA'lhi was lucky. The situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir. I’un^ab. Haryana 
and Himachal Fradesh was far worse. 
The rec'eni flash fliiuds were the worst 
in tK* century and thousands of villagers 
were swept away by their hiry. Punjsb 
whose euAoniy had Iv'on limping back 
tonomuky, was gravely affected. Over 
15,0U0 villages were swept sway and by 
25 September ibe s;luatiun had sm 

worsened that full-fledged rescue opura* 
tKMis had to be launched. A Punjab 
goycmnx'flt spokesman disclosed that, 
with army assistance, (hey liad evacu¬ 
ated more than one lakh peo)^ from 
Ludhiana, Jalandhar. Kapurthala, Amrit* 
&ar, Gurdaspur and Ropar 

tn Ropar tbsliict alone, helkopters 




dropped 4.000 food pitckets and rescued 
more than 6»()0(l peopk* frt>m tfn* (IoikJ- 
affected arc;js. In Ludhiiiru. the situation 
twi'anic crilu’al wlien o breach di.*veloped 
n\ the Dhu^si bund i>c>ar Kasibad. In 
bJfiie areas, pi^ople »;peni mights prt 
chod on lrct*s to prciicd lfk1l>34.*i^x'^ 
from the swirlinii «jlor% below At 
l‘htllriur. all tiH' ti»wn^lolk evacuated to 
sock i^lior ii> rt'liol caiops situiitvd on 
the (irand Tiunk Koad 
’I'he TriVi jwt tik‘ ChiMiah al^i <>v«‘r< 
flnwixi their Umks. nvinxmint; liMVii 
ptHjple. 1'fH* ainn roM iM* learns workitl 
in llie subiiHT^tKl I’arjtUrfJ arid Makwaf 
areas ol the AkhiUK^r sec him. In 
Hiiruc'luil l‘r>Kh‘>h. with the hkx'kiriK of 
the Koht.int: and Bata Ldclia passes, 
[^ihaul aixl Spiti Uisirkts niid KuUi and 
Munjii Wi'ti i'lit off from the real of the 
BtaU'. 



The sovenuiKut, both ;jl the state 
and tite IfnKin level. K^reeJ up to face 
the fast-deterk^ralin^ situation. A crisis 
marui^'ment group was set up at the 
Centre and mihaUy. the Cabinet secret¬ 
ary. B.G. Ueshmukh. reviewed the 
situation, in the states, the chief iranis* 
ters andGrvemors supervised th^ relief 
operations. But the system wor^d 
better in i)e(hi than elsewhere The 
Delhi admimsiraiioii continued hoWmg 
meetings to discuss relief measures 
even after the i^ger levH of the 
Yamuna receded below the danger mark 
on 29 tk’plember. 

The Serce floods ripped throujdi gov¬ 
ernment budgets. It was irome that the 
government Iwl barely complied its 
flood-relief operations in Han^adesh 
when faced with the worst-ever 0(v>d in 
the country, in many decades. 



Murder, movie-style 




Inspired hy a scene from a 
Tamil film, members of fhe 
Va/miar community club 
it Harijan to death 

ll was a M*eiH sitaighi 
fr rni a movie. On 2.1 
September, a group of 
men from the VomiMi 
cunmunitv ckibbrd a 70- 
year-old Har^ tu death 
in Soorapatlu village, just 
2S futometres north of Madras. The 
manner m whrh he was murdered 
clearly showed that the killers had been 
inspired by a scene from a Tamil him 
tnvM fhirv. In ihb n group of angry 
villagers stuck and lul an rrrani pulve 
officer after breaking mto tw house by 
using ilie trunk of a tree as a ramrod 
The vMilence had its geneses ei a ban 
ordered by the Vanmar bangham (an 
organisalKMi demanding reservaiinns 
and other roncessiunu fcH thetr cummun- 
Ny>. forbidding aO pokocal panies and 
orgamsatiuns from hoisting flags in 
Vanmar'dominated areas. On 19 
September, some Hansan youths fnen 
SoWapattu decided to ^fy the ban and 
boisl^ a Oag of their outfit—the 
AmbeAar PeravaK-m the viBage cen¬ 
tre. Only just bekirv, the Vainara had 
uprooted flags of the DMK and 
AIADMK parties from the same place. 

The fuiowing day. nwmbers of the 
Peravai complained to the pohee that 
their flag h^ been desecrated and 
sought action against the offenders. A 
non-Har^ian member of the AIADMK 
Clayabbtha bction) called Suryanalhan 
had allegedly instigated the I*eravai to 
lodge the complaint A few days later, a 
liXf strof^ mcib of the Vanraars. armed 
wnh staffs and knives, mardted to 
Suryanathan’s house. Hu inmaies, who 
had locked themselves inside, pleaded 
for merry. But the mob was «mforgivms 
and while dedding how to break otto the 
house, one of th^ amved at the idea 
from the fihn InndH Oaru. The men 
began chopping down a palm tree that 
grew near the house and used its trunk 
to tB^ open the door. Suryanaihan s 
father, a former village caDed 

Viswanathan. quickly succumbed to 
blows and Suryanathan lumself was 
struck unconscious and bady r.jured. 
Another man ui the house was attacked 
but the mob left the wumenMk ^une. 
After the pobce restored some mea¬ 


sure (rf law nnd order, ilw AmfH^dk.M 
IVravai went on prm'essuHi on 
Si-ptt-mbei in the noijdibouring ir»wn <>1 
Amhaitur and reportedly stoned buses 
and fiiiins, A polici' constable posted at 
StMwapattu was slabbed the sanw diiy 
On WSfpi ember, imTiiwmsofAmtwt 
tur iind Soorapaffu demanded poljce 
a« iMMi against the violent proiessiunisis. 
]» all. pt)iKi' arrested 2 ri people for 
the murder of Viswanathan taler, an 
all'pariy meetuig demanded an inquiry 
iiUi> llie iruidenl but both the Vanmar 
Sangluni) and the Ambedkar Peravai 
stayed out of the meeting. The visit of 
the Vanmar Sangham leader. Dr Kama- 


Tiimk uaad fobfwk lntohouit!«fmii«tinQ fMrna 

das. to the village didn't help to assuage 
feelings either. 

1he Vanmar Sangham believes ahat 
the community has been neglected by 
successive governments in the state. In < 
ibe recent past, members uf the com- 
nwnilv have engaged in pitched battles 
with DMK party workers.and Hanjaiis, 
whom the>’ see as their main rivals, 
De^te being a backward caste them¬ 
selves, the Vanmars view the Harijans 
as imiouch^es. With elections ex¬ 
pected in iamiary next year, political 
parties have already started making 
moveK to woo the electorate. If the 
Vanntars persist with imposing then ban 
Ol political activity in the areas they 
dominate, there is a real possibility d 
other such instances of vi^nce m the 
days to come. * 







A game of one-upmanship 






(fnvertaints' /wr«//v (tver the 
f{)rnmlu)n (fl the SJi) ti\ the 
/ /i '^(ie • ( h (in dm Sh ek h n r 
truee fhrenieiis to I id I apart 


I lu' J.mrfLi Tarty kis 

playv'l V 4 'I anAhi'r 

''tisiK'Asf filk'd round •A 
’v>i\\ Lkindra SiK'kl»»r 


iHOr. will Ik* iKif " With 

llu< ioMl«i|lMU»n erf t\w 
KiiirxM JaiMtii iircsidmrs 
ji,irlM(>.i(i4Mi iiMhi’ II f Mirhrr mill M 
TaiiK.it^Mi liuii Ilk* two Vila! MKirrvk. 
K liandra Shrklirii hmiscif ihd rival 
k a tn a k r I !> h n a 

i» 

lohnnv thr 
tite 

OpfuiviiHin 
III a (liiiuu Uut 
l^iviii <Jppii»i- ^ 

iMiii'*« rii ord III lals** ^ ^ 

%(aii^. ilu' i)ni()(iHv4 fl 
foui p.vriv im r«^f . 

on Jas apnikash 

S'.iiiivah's bitlh^^ , 

jniiu\ri>fltv, tMiii- 
liiims 1 o stnko an 
uhical iiriU* 

Saul KiUiiai^ika 

4 M S K. lkHinii;ii *--- 

All niKv. 


|ir<‘ss crmlert’nrc m liangakire and indi 
CKtvd ihat Chandra Shekhai mi^l not 
find It niownivni to aiUiid (he 11 
(Aiohi'r nuii llt'xdc* had ap(Mir(*n(ly 
y^iihcied fn«i a "niuiual frx’nd'' of hn* 
ajxl Chandra Shr*khar*s ihal (hf funner 
parly^ire&ideni had a>idai'j;ractinm&i 
iiK*ni* ill llihiir rm tiwii dav . I'hv "mutual 
fnend" also imbi’ait'd (hat an advanced 
rkile wikjU hv innviiiKiil liir Chandra 
Shi’kliar. I'hi* U (K. 1 iiU*t dale. Hegde 
asM-rled. slrvid. 

Thi* very next day Chandra Shi khar 
denied havmx triki iht* mysterHHjx 
nuiiual frKi>d anyihtnK about pnor en 
pasemenlft. I’alkins lo newsmen ai New 
I >ttK.Chandra SheMur vrood<;red why 
Ifvyidi* had begun ainng such messages 



Hegd* IM) antf Ch*nd*« Shauw. • l«mpgra<y mic* 


l.iiniv IS iiMw over TIu* (our part k'S have 
iKiw .igrmi \t‘ intily the Jana (a Tar* 
It.mn iiliiiv Ikhiril's desisKiii fiif 22 
Scpiuntx'ii u»i<imi iIk* S^mugwadi Jana* 
til I III]. ' AcuirdinK (n him even (he 
l<;iliui;(iii:i kutHin ol (lie Uik iKilond (he 
4 oii^;u >>;|S) wtKiki (o (!■* ratifka* 
(ion Wi ll lx lorr ilk> ine\*( Janii(«inH‘n m 
Ifrini^iihife vviTt' .iliiMilv iiuknig pre|iara- 
tiling {fu (Ik* ioiiiKlatHin (t:iy lunction at 
(hr ^imiruK nl (hr lCiny;.ik>rr Tabce. 

Ill the nudsl ol an unprrk edtiUvd 
crisis {r>ulimi’ lioni Uk* Sikh Hmdu 
roil) III until clash cs in Hidar 
ii w«is with wvariiK‘>s ttial stair JojuIk 
I radiTs k'^rrti'd (bt* controversy over 
Chaiuir.i Sliekhar’s partKipnlMm m (Ik.* 
tinu'(kill. Oh 22 Si*p(rini>ur Chandm 
Slirkhai. who had pnifKifK'd the JE^H 
I'psnliil hill. ;if!i red to l^tkl the* hmruSatkic 
iliy lutklion CHI II (H'lnber. Kumter 
Kariwittikii cliH'f iiiinistci. Naiivikiishna 
llryide. sec'UiiJetl it. A split lud been 
rvL'iird. iikniciiksjsh it sciSiK’d. coti* 
sKiriiiiy: I hr extr<'nK* positKins th.it (he 
sidrs Ivid adopted Hut tht* game uf 
<iiir<iti>iiviii'>liip wax hii frtim over. 

< 1 n Ji i S< pi iniiher ) legtk> sumn v med a 






Harnessing 
farm power 


I Sharad Joshi fights for the 
rights of sugareanc and 
CO ft on farmers with renewed 
vigour 


to the press wilhiiui checking with him. 

Moreover, Chandra Shekhars re* 
itvrvalMHis abiMit Jan Mooha leader V.K 
Stngh are still unresolved. Kecently. his 
ckn^icaikin that he accepted Smith's 
'presidentship', not 'leadership’, came as 
a suriicise to Kamnknshna Hegde who 
said: **l don’t know what lie means by 
iha(.”'l'he name o( the merged parly is 
also another issue uf cuntenliun. 'Kash* 
tnya’ Janata Dal. savs Chandra Shekhar, 
‘Sorihajwadi’Janata Ibl, sa>» the Hegde 
group. 

Meanwhile, a Hangakire. a reception 
oimmiev under stale Janaia Paily 
presideni. M.K Prafcash, is going ahead 
with prepanbons for (he great day. 
haki^vxpeciu ’'around 4000 dele¬ 
gates to attend the merger function 
Hk remfirms Ihe paflinpatim of Ijik l)al 
leader Bahuguna and Jan Morcha leader 
Kam Uhan apart from leaders who are 
sympathetic to Kamaknshna Negde. led 
by V. P. Sngh and Devi LaL De^tc* the 
bickf^ the 11 October meeting 
prumises lo change the future of the 
nation’s UppusUion pokbcs. 

PrAasli Bilmi'iaaai^sfi 


SharadJnshi. the Shetkan 
Sanghaiana leader, is 
once agam on the war* 
path. ^>d this time he has 
declared war on iht 
powerful sugar barons of 
Maharashtra. Joshi. who 
IS fighting for the rights of (he sugarcane 
and cotton farmers in Vidarbha, has also 
challenged duef minister Sharad l^war 
lo keep the primpse that he had made 
way in 197S when he had been at 
(he helm of the Progressive Democratic 
Front-run govcminent. 

Joshi told SirNDAY that during his first 
tenure as the chief minister. Pawar had 
agreed to fix the prices of cotion 20 per 
cent above ihe aH*tndia support price 
under the CotUm Monopoly Procure* 
ment Scheme. However, the central 
government has always mamtained that 
the support pnee and the guarantee 
price sbouki be the same. "Now we 
hope that (he leaders of Maharashtra 
take a deaskxi as to whether they are 
with itie farmers of Maharashtra or with 
Kajiv Gandhi's government.’’Joshi said. 
"Loyally to fanners and loyalty to Rajiv 
Gandhi are two different things and (hey 
do not meet. Ilte local leaJetship wdl 
have to understand this.” 


■MIUAV ^11 0m*« tM 







KKWS 


8hirtd JOlhi with «ii« Mpporw*. t (of paot twwm 


The SaoKluiiaiid's harvest 

rally m 2 (Kit^lnr wa'i Jht- first \o bn 
i^ruamsori since r<H^k nwr as (he 

ihu^l niinisicr. A« Jnshi uid. 
suKarcant' f:irnu*ts' 

IIHire wilh tlx barixis nf (he 

I'ooporativc MVlor. whii <inlv tvtve per- 
soiiyl KO^I^* r<iiiHl,thaii vnlh the eviUral 
^(ivcmnieiit whu*li ccmlrols (ho suftai 
pi !<*«»." Cihri>( Ul^lan^v» i>l “iIIok^I ik> 
ductKHis" i)v tlio ^k»K^r bansis. Jii»hi 
p(link'd oul that lactoiX's nm b> Ihi* 
roo|>erarrvv$ in Maharashtra impost^ 
sniiietbinx called (he ixriwrvlundahle de- 
posit, (inmors have thus to part with Ks 
Hi |t»r every lume i»f prodtKe every 
ye«ir and id»o liave to coiitntiute :j sum ik 
Rs fi lb towards lunds such as nxid* 
eifU^alJon of the (riant, c hief minister’s 
housDiK pr<;)eci. srruff savin} 2 s. etc. 

Besides, there is a purchaH' tax of K$ 
wliiih a grower lur to pay fur 
every tonne of crop that lx* pni^ices. if 
he deoidvH niX (o sell i( (i^ the cixipt^n* 
tivus. Y«l again, (he cost uf cutting and 
transpt/riing the su^^rcane arrxnmu to 
Ks S2 per tonne and this is not included 
in the cost nl production caVndated 
either by the commission for agricultural 
costs •ind prices or (he bureau of indust* 
nal rusts and prices. Similady. the cost 
of transporting it to the radway statkn. 
stacking it in the wagons (approximately 
Ks 4.5(j per quintal) and storing n 

goduwns {Rs 5 per quintal) have not 
been taken into account. And after al 
these deductions. Joshi points out. the 
fanner stands to lose as much as Rs 135 
on every tonne of sugarcane. 

Meanwhile, a piquant siiuatton h&s 
been created following the insolvency 
petitions hied by as many as two lakh 
farmers, and (he claims total a stagger¬ 


ing Ks Vi cnire^. Already RO.tHSi <il 
IhcM’ iHiitxxM have been adnwKed n 
the msii^nfwy registefs wxlef Si-iixai 
IK ui xbf l^ivmcut Inwrivi’ixy Act. 
Tbnu.' pcinHAS arc k>r amounl> raiding 
biXween Rn5».(1IUixI K> fi.tKVl and deal 
with userdiH* inlt'rest^ kumN lakeri 
lor <rops. oxKiruriHA <4 bonils. etc. 

Whik* thr ■ivilvt'ni’v courts have 
pleaded dial they are unable to topt* 
wi(h (fx* hi4vv runh uf pHitxais. the 
Sringhaiaiti Is demarxhng pnXi*<1iiA fnr 
piXilMArrs from credit nr c who are nXA- 
iftg m lo cudetl I heir dirixs. 
spe-cubtes (hat by 2 (K 1 oU*r nexl year, 
nearly one cn«\’ fanners would hasT 
lUed insolvency petitions and. “(his vnB 
eifiure that tiK focal point of the nexl 
elections wil he the nurivency peti- 


•Dared emr; wW h* isMp hM pro*MM> 



A battle of 


tkms". And lailess Sharad Pawai is able 
to reach a comprbenise with die Sangha* 
tana and the hrmm, he wfl be aemg a 
very hostde electocate m the future. 

0^ Ta«v*MN*dy 


attrition 




The police anJ Nuxaliies 
engage hi a hifter hfUilc in 
which nuwy iniiifirni fives 
are lost 


a tA 
11 


Arxlhiri lV.iA*shs Ivinx' 
inmistiM may rave, rani 
HI id vow lo m\k' out tile 
“Naxahir tmuiHce " by 
end hut if ivivnt 
i veiits arc anything to go 
by. Ihi* liuiiic bi'twreii 
(lx* Nax:ilitcs and thi' pulirc Iihh just 
bi*gun. Whtli* till- pulK'c c'HUuiuc to 
quote figures of extrcmiHls nnlrix'd by 
tlxAi, the Naxalitcs Iaw charted buhex, 
guvemiix-nt officer aixi rnilway '^iniiiAs 


\r. 







Aaveiear Naib «do w«o uim Pv NtaoiiiM. 
v A lanea—call— 


til shuw for thuir sweess. llie attacks 
on policemen 1 (k» liave stcHdily iiK-reased 
and Nauhlcs allege' tlint the poln e too 
arc guilty of killing tlxir men. 

Only two.yearv ago. ibc iniliTani 
cadrcH of the most protuim'ni Naxalitr 
$^oup, the Ci'l-ML ll'enpli-s War 
Group) led by the legendary KondHpally 
Seethanimiah, reacied to tlx* “lake en* 
c.Hmters” by organising bandhs m 
Kariionagar and Warangal, in llx- Nnxa- 
li(e-infested Telengana rcgiott. Hut 
Uwre has been a draiiiaiu shifi in Uwir 
methods dunng ri'cenl link's and ilx-v 
have more often Ihan not ri'srxlcd lo 
violence and destruclAn. 

But perhaps ibn worst falioul of the 
Naxablc-pdice showdown tlw loss of 
bves <A both sides. Recently when the 
police claimed that the I'WG leader, 
V^yakumar. who had been an ested un 
HI September, had “escaped", the PWG 
member^ susptxled ftxil play. 1'he PWG 
reacted by burning down the Sarooma* 
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K'<r RntniK ;«ixl iIk* 

M«hiU Ab Milwiiv sri<i)<>Ti. 

S>»iMi .ifitT VipYiikuriVu's uMilrover- 
smI 'es(ii|X’ ", .1 . K.ixtitdiT 

Naik of Mrl (Milii'r .l.ii mil lit K.inm 
a*ik:.iT rll^rTvl, Kent l" Alin.ikiir 

tM "^.ItlK'l mjiMIIMlMXl' hill Iv W.ls 
sjit»lti'<l in a l;i4hi|i ot J'W<« i.xhrv hIhi 
siH)r him ill .Ill Tijr K.iiiiiui.ii:.it iN»hi«' 
n iiiliiiU'ii hi killiiii: Mure 

I nu'Niix'rs 

Tli<' Kavinrk'i N.nk killiiit: .iivl 
iitU'iiiMth K rx^i .III isiiLiUn! imiilcru In 
hut, aviK'i'.iiMis luvr ollrii Imvim.isI im 
p(»liH' rpt>iaiicip>s. AiTitnImf; l> !lti' 

I LviH ml MM reliirv of Mie Anilhu !^<Klrsh 
Ciiil l,iix’rlir« (iHiimiUiv IAIX l.i 1. I>i 
I K h.il.ifiopal, Ihi* pi 4 m' Ii;ivv kilkti .k> 
lHUvin» III !uI I.lik’d (•ru'tnmU'r'' duniii: 

I iIm’ I hi'*! I’nihl nii>Ti(li>. ol wIhmu.iI W*h\ 
i 2ii well* "inniH'i'iit vu’iims id iifAi i.il 
kirh.msnr IV AlX'l.t liii> i’M*n tk'- 
l.nlt’if ilk' nisv*s o| luik* sikh persiHis 
Mk'd hy ilu' iKihi r ni Mu* thiee ji'iiruU 
<il Kaiiiiinii}{«ir, ^Y•lr.lrl|6»l niiil AOil.ihml 
nml <i|ip<*<ili’d l»* (hr* |.oiulon*h;i*>^ 

; Aintu’slv Inlet lutluxM) in {trotk* iIhuu 
OiH’f niiiii>U'i N.T K.miri Kho. \*nw 
miiiistri Siva l*rjsA<l Kdti and M*hHH 
, iMilii'v* iiMii i.ds however el.uin lh.it Ik’ 

I xiiddi'M i^iMiil in NakaIiU’ iH'livilv is ,t 
result mI th('ii i;r(»wiri>( dr>i^k*nition Hul 
' Mu* Until i*i Mvii the Naxiihle^ nre Mill 
I veri' iniK'li in coiiirDl ni tk* ri'k*nKAiM 
, re^fioTi and .ixsiitc'l ot iis lariiii’ base 
. itinnintikmnssi’s Inlaii. snsiuveMfiil 
lias lik'ir drive ;i}t<iinsi ilu* feutkl land* 
loriJs kvn tiul iiK^t n| the Lindinrds 
. hiii'e (led to Ihe cities. And even though 
' the I tislurk'd Are.iti Art Iws been pr<»n)* 

. ul^iHTed III iivinv diMrkis of Telenicind. 

I Ihe tiindloids uduse U* iiaiie b«Kk 
llv sMte hr I’ <)( Mk* Spefwl K«kvi*, 

! Mint Is hjndliii^t .inii Naxtlile operdtKm<. 

V.h h. Siiii, even Admitted tlu! “siree 
: tk’ landloids and lendnl rlemen(» rni* 
tflaUk] In hoYiis. tk' N'axnlitcs iM* riuire 
I Ibive an :s»ik' to tiidii lor”. Hul Nair 
i chaiKi K ikil tk ’ 1*1 Millixm people" have 
1 beo»nic tnix'is nt Mie Naxnlites kilk'ls. 

: KnieiiMv. tiu' jmlier reroveri'd soph- 

I islK.iied wviipniis fritm a Niixahlc hide 
j mil iikludniK ;m AK >17 ntU’ eausinK a 
I niin«>i AenMlion as so Iai. the N.isahle 
' aniKniry onli cniisisied of d nan nfles. 

; ii.JS and U. 4 o revolvi rs, 'Mi nOcs and 
; h mm I arbnu • However. PW(j tadies 
chaikK tiui Ihr AK -17 mMi' w.is plank'd 
; on hull Kannilii, horn whom it was 
i rei'ovfied. sti that tk police couU ask 
tor mole s'fliislK.iied W'tapons and 
! Iiincls iriito the x'^ni’iiimem to counter 
: IK* “N;(^aliU' mi'ri,ic< ' V\'li.iti'vef the 
I tiuih. It Is liardh likriv Mvii tk* exirv'in- 
' Ms will jfi'c np Iheii t!«hl aiwmst tk 
* ;siiiu’ 111 a liioii. 

MiikiM4«n C. 


Arjun Singh strikes back 


The ( M iijJuch k’li t\ew 
ministen to twotroUsv hts 
opponents within the pnrty 

V. liK’l minister Aijun 
Sinvth kis iiinu’d out ir> lie 
.1 sur\*iMir Mjnv <il ks 
irrlks wkt kid nil Init 
wrilieii him ull AS a lias 
kt’ii W( re ni ka a sui 
pris*' wk’n Ik wilv I kef 
iiNtHsler iiHuriMsk'il his s;n'i9n»t loupt 
by indwIiiiK M’Ver.il k4 hts iiK*n m the 
CalNiH't on 1^ Se|Kenihet Uns. debate 
tk’ kh't ilui k has kid to laie opiHisi 
tion al every* ste|> In an Mu' lw*<i Con- 
Si e <sl I) k'jv\ wiisht s M< d ikil Vora and 
M;idluivr<io Si’indui 
Sii ish's I (*pui ai H « as A f.n t lUi Mi’ in tk 
IH’IIh fhukrr lud mki’ii .i k almv m tk 
tei iid |wsl. esiX’i'vfUv as mam ol tlie 
i ltd re ’s (b'l'iHHats leenl aj<ainsi km. 
Kns|. his crMHX, lhli|i Nn^i Hhuna and 
K.mu’shwAi NiX'kkir.i. wx’tv appianted 
Ali C Hint sevretAi i and S'wa IN Haid 
r<’s|Us tiseJv. iiespne 4 II ks prMeak. 
’Hu'ii, ks beuieiutni. Hnrluns Snfh. 
W'.is remned fnim tk slate Sevra (kl 
ikwird and hi» anh-nval. Shvama Ckirun 
ShukU.wjv at'i'onk'd a jfrand wek’tiOH’ 
AH Iks kid nude tk pohixal pundiis 
suspv’cl ibat prubaNv Anun Iwnjih ttsi 
was nn his nay nul 

Mui Smieh Mm tunu*d tk iaUi*s on 
ht< detran(ir» w'hen k announced that a 
C nbtni’l expanwon would Like pLuri’ 
belofi* tk Assi’nibK sexsimi c<uii 
metU'i'd nn 2b SeiUeniber. So eiuiAdent 
WAS he of sx’tlins his wav^^spUe 
Simdu and N’ura'f best efforts tn prr* 
vent It I hul he even ask’d the prokUe 
Cfindidatrs to be pn's<*nl ai lihofni 
klween 13 and !5l SepienMier 
T^muyh the new mentk’fs ol ArTun 
ArfunSMon ahreiiU manipuMor 


Singh's team are rKU speclai.utar perJoi 
nuts. Ihei liave been chosiui for iheir 
.*ifrili.itHins by Ik* •'kef nunister, who kis 
untUtiibU’dlv pl.iyod lii^ t^rd» very 
lauieroslv And even thougli. at first 
' .'»pf>i* 3 ram'«. i! m.iv wem as il Singh ha» 
followed Ik Ingii imnmamrs directive ul 
uj|ie.ising .lit f.iciicKis. Ik tact remains 
thii (Ih’ UK lush hi id the TU’U mmisiers 
Mill • iHi one bill Ariun Singh kmself. Of 
llu’ t< ** enirafMs, lwi> .uipc’ar to k’ cinsi 
to Vof.i, 'jfic IS ,1 s indLi siipiuirter, iwy 
Hkis kimg lo Mk' K.imalmilh camp 
hjkI Ik Of Sivmto Imvo gtU tkir berths 
due lo Ik e/frins of Ml' Shivendrn 
Jtaluilur Singh. 



SeMia fiah) end Ven: Singh a atrtdem ernie* 

Howi‘Vi’ 1 . on close scniiiny. Ms Vim* 
1.1 VVriiu. wk> IS known lu lx* » Mutibl 
Vora siipt»u1ef. seems to have gol Ihe 
porlfolKi of liihour and runp</wer plan* 
ning bei’aiise ol her links with Slieila 
llixit. Smiilirly, deputy mmisier I’rakash 
lAin, eiHisidef ed lo be Voras confidani. 
wri« also incliKied into ihe Cabinet as he 
IS ck»sc !<' the l*nnx’ Mmwier. ()n Ihe 
other hand, depuiv forest minister 
ChandrA Mohan. mini!«cer for women 
.indchitddevelopmem Anusuiya Uike— 
IlHHigh both proteges of Kamilnath— 
luve the added qualiAcation of having 
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conducted anij*Vora aciivUies. I 

Stmilaify. by InduceinK Ttvc cninisCi*rs \ 
from the CMiatisgarh reitton. Arjun | 
Singh has Ined to counter the growing ,* 

I influence of the ShukU brothers. With 
' Mahendm Bahadur Singh s nduction. 

( the diiel mmisier probably hopes to 
I weaken the V.C. Shukla base as Mahen* 

{ dra Bahadur Smgh has been a Shukla 
I loyalist fur quite some time. Ateu» bv 
I indicting Laxmi Nanyan Indun^^ 
i whose politK’al mentor is V.C. Shukla— 
Aoun Singfi IS trying lo wedge a rift 
bvtieeen the two. Another Ml^ who 
has found a place m the Caba)ei a 
Charan L>as Mahant whose antagonism 
for the Shukla brothers is no secret. 

I 'I'lKiugh A^un Singh has been lr>mg 
I to neutrabse his opponents wuhin the 
I party, his chrHce of mimsievH di^saiudied 
many of his supporters. And yet aiwn. 
the ohief minister's manoeuvre’s eraiiur* 

. aged many oi his suppliers to tackle 
I Shyama Charan Shukla. The br^t salvn 
' was fired by health minister Mahc’sh 
^ ,loshi and convener of the kisan cell of 
the PCC(l). Kaptan bmgli Thakur. who 
cautioned the party winitvrs against 
some of the new entrants who had 
; Hiahhed Indira (»andhi in the back. 

S.C. Shukb iiKj H’ems to Ih* digging 
his own grave. At Kaipur, where he 
received a lumultiuKis welcome, he 
relalutrd by saying, "K.iun asb hai kaun ‘ 
Mqli. jaMi hi /ski t^ht tuvi ho jsyegt fit . 
uill become clear who is a genvnie 
Congressman and who is rwg). *' He even 
accused his succensor of negkciing the 
ChhHtisgarh regain, a charge which is 
I bound to antagonise* Ar^ bingh. Also 
his remark that Ar^un bmgh would ix>t 
have remained chief ininistvr had hi* 
ncen consulted by his brother Vidya 
Charan in lUKO Um promises to have 
repercussions. 






(t to v|S0na.Sfrtfi9al*«>. Hunan RlpM* Foundation proMdont Jack Hoaloy, OobHal and 
Chapman atprcaa C cidifan co : cfMeal ot orpaMaara 


Dancing in the dark 


All tl>ese political devdopments do 
not smply that Arjun Suigh is in fuB 
contrd of the siti*aLoa His so-called 
friends have landed him m more (rouble 
than that c.eatcd by the machinations 
of his old iocs. The Bhopal airport 
incident is a case tn point. One of Singh’s 
Youth Congress lieutenanis. Mukesh 
Nayak. went m (he rampage at the 
airport on the day that Mukul Wasndi, 
the Youth Congress president, was 
supposed to reach Bhopal <m his way to 
Indore. The incident ot^y helped in 
ruining Ai 7 un bingh's chances of sorting 
out his differences with Suresh 
Pachauri. the Youth Congress 
heavyweight who is rabidly opposed to 
the chief minister. Now perhaps. Ajiun 
Singh will be a bit more careful in 
choosmg his frienda< 

Swunri TrtvedtftXpaf 


Amnesty's roadies heat of) a 
phoioiitapher hat 
Spria^Meva atuf Gahriel r<fek 
Peihi 

Kor a wlule. it uxnud as 
though the backstage 
shi’iianu94n:« would os'er 
shadow tile iierfunrMrKeK 
oaMage, 1V* first hiiit of 
irouble came w'hen 
Ainni'slv International’s 
press offii ef (or India resigned over the 
i’(H'cTtis¥ig for tbi* Human Kighis itai- 
I ert held m New I kllu on 3i> Soplemher 
As far as Amnesty was coni*emed. the 
New* lidhft gig was )usl one slop in a 
Human Kighls worki tour undertaken by 
rock siars Bnne Sprmesteen. I'cter 
(iabm l. Stmg and other^ to drum up 
support for Amnesty. Hut 7he 7«iies of 
India, wlarli had sprmsufed the New 
l)dbi ixmcert. did not mentiufl Amnesty 
even om'e m its advertising, leading 
'supporters (if liie orgarvsatim to armie 
1 h^ the show was being turned into a 
mere celehratHin of the rirjir.s’ lAUih 
anniversary. 

In fact, the problem was sbghtiy mure 
comptea. The Times had wangled per* 
rnssion for the concert (ram the Gov* 
erwnent of India by clsming thst this 


was a Human Kights sJhiw. the benehls 
of which would go t<i a govvrnnient* 
sponsored chanty. Had they inenlHined 
Amnesty^ which is cnlical of India’s 
human nghis record ** the government 
wrndd almost certainly have refused 
permission. Moreover, because of the 
prrimisc of a charitable dr^nution. ticket 
pTH'es were kept high 

According lo the T/ok's. its cuncrad 
for the slm made no menltun of 
Amnesty and it IukI only ;igreed to 
ngmtHKi Human Kiglits in the ddvertis* 
ing, which ii dkl. Amnesty fniernatiunal 
officials disputed this and the visit rg the 
rack slarsgrg off to a stormy slait when 
Bill Graham, the veteran pr^iter who 
» the tour’s {brecior. tokl The Indian 
•Host "We are not a house band hired lo 
perform at sumebiKly’s birthday basil." 
Hjs sentiments were cdioed at a press 
conference on the evening before the 
show. Heter Ga^el complained that the 
show's human rights message wa^ being 
lost. Springsteen repeated the 'birthday 
bash' analogy and Sling actually men* 
Lioned India’s appalling human rights 
record. Amnesty officials also com¬ 
plained about the high ticket prices. 

In the priK CKs. the Tints' conuihu- 
lion was nccdk'ssly l>clillk'<l>3ding oik* 
louniahst to accuse tlie Amnesty officials 
of denigrating those wlv) hud helped 
them c<ime to India. 

Till haU an hour before the performers 
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went vn on Knday, in* Sepimihei. 
Graham kept Tiitks' hanK 

inR. even ThrcaicninR to ihc* 

performance. MiH ui exHitly 7 jioi. ihi* 
^how beRan iTiiit li lo Ihi* Ttint's’ rv- 
lie(—-wilh an iira()pt*]1a remliOon iiT Grt 
j (Ip, St:iixl I'p 1‘v M of t»H- <<niertV 
siars: Miiiy. i>. <.i;ihnfl. fwii 

aV Sh.mkdJ. Sew Rail’s Yiiu<5<« 

N’Donr awl AriufH.tii f'HkU' Tracy 
' C)ui|initn. 

Kphii then on. the iim^k to<4 over. 
rir«t full srl was N fkmr s whnh. 
bKHUse o 1 bni^iURe problems. <ir('W a 
rc'lalivrlv iiiulc'l, but still cnllHisiastK. 
n>!«{Mmsc Iron I IMhi crourd. He w;ts 

lollowed hy \\w cevuen's Ihiui sI sur¬ 
prise' 1 -. Shankar and lht‘ KfwIenncH, 
Their set stK'ccssfuSy fused roi'k vocaK 


t^phers When the Times 'photo editor 
Sondeep Shankar attemf^od to take a 
few pictures, he was assautlcd by Gra- 
] ham’s secunly men who arrused him of 
I disobi*>v)K regutaimns. ITk attack on 
' Slunkar led ai phoioiiX^ihers covering 
I ihesonceri to pul down theu* cameras m 
protest (irah^ did tvrt apotutfse— 
rrwkmK ^ human nights shw* in 
which the organisers beat up peofic. 
1V foOnwinp day. ^umkar filed a puke 
unnpUm M the 7Vne< held a press 
coAleri’nce at wlucl) it demanded an 
aptiluity. 

None of llus. however, was kntiwii to 
the dll.tJiJO farbi who were swavmp lr> 
Um> musM'. Tliey rtu their first meRa-M*! 
of I hi' evening when iVter Oabnel came 
on. His bnlh^t performance was hikh* 


iaaz-tmRed present. The standout songs 
were the i>ew ones: It Yihi Loiv .Scene* 
hoch from iWue Tuit/es and a stunning 
segue friim Froiiih to 7’hey D^ct Ahne 
(with Gabnel guesting un vocals) from 
Sothing Uke The Sun. rhe trouble was 
with the 1^>lK'e niatenal. Two old songs 
worked well, a revan^jed Hnng (ht Ihe 
Sight and a slightly |4r>dding remakv of 
iJnv^n T/t Tears (first premiered by the 
' Poke m K^rfnhay in liWi), but there 



Pt*o1<»g««0h«' •s»aultvU lyr oHicwls: tunny conception of human ngMa 


' (Inxn Shankar's wif<> Caroline), jaza 
licks, iind Indian rhythms (from a km* 

I key Zakir Hussain rahia) to get (he 
1 crowd «waving. Hut l.uniluinlv breeds 
I contempt and the tjiideniK's never got 
the response they dc'^^erved till Bruce 
Springsieen guested <mi the s**t-i'fc>stf. 
Shankar's band was Tofiowed by Trat-v 
I Chapman whose oi-oustK set fsbe 

I acvofTi|>dru«>d hvrseH on ihi* guitar}. 

. though full of weU'Crafied songs, could | 
] have diwe with a duel with one of ilk* 

; show s uthei stars. 

At thl^ stage, tlie I'onliontalioti hi*- 
^ tween the show s organisers and tU* 
Times grew physical Bill (iraluiTt. a 
' OH'k and nHI ihiig o] tk* old schiM^ had 
I laid dow n cr iptiling rt*gtilal mns ti ir phu(<v 
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bj^ted by a (healncal duel with Sting on 
Games WiUxmi P'ronriers. a moving 
ikm't Ohx" (Ip (in which he sang the 
Kate Hush part lanself). and a dazzling 
Shuck TTie Mcnkey. Bv the time he 
went into Shdgehvnmer. nut one menv 
hi'T 'if tiK* audience could remain seated. 
Gdbiid is dearfy the most ariKulaic 
mendicr of the tourtig bvtd. had taken 
the trouble to (earn a few words of Hindi 
and sptgu* ekiquendy about human free* 
doms before the inevitable encore nf 
lllk.K 

IV iTHisi djsappouiting set v as 
Sdng’s. In many ways, he was the 
most (alenied perfonrter of the tour but 
his pei’fnmiance was caught in the 
(cnsum between his fV)lire-pas( and his 


i 


were vccentrH ihoices: ik* ineduxTe 
lung Of I‘kin. the banal (hte IVorfdand 
the tiri'MiHH* Whrii The W'ltrM h Huri~ 
rang fkiwn. The gieat Police hits-* 
ffoMft/j*'. W.iltsiiig On The AfiKtfi.etc-- 
wen* noi performed part of Sling's 
effort to h>c down his pasl. Hi* would 
have been beiier*off |ust doing such new 
songs as Enghshmun h Sew Yitiii and 
Hr UVei 7k' \n cnc<irc 

duel <jf Every HrcAth Ynu TAke was 
spnded slightly by Spnsigsici. wliosi 
gravelly tenor never grasped the 
complexities of Stings rhythms. 

Kut Springsteen made up fur this by 
what must h^-even by his standards— 
one <il hill best pcrfomiiimxS' ChiKising 
wiselv to k'flve nut the Tunnel Of Cove 
maiemi wha h I he judicikt was unfamil¬ 
iar with, he played all tlie Horn In Ihe 
hits, starling with a dynamite 
version of the iitk* (rack, and (K'rfonning 
a rociung Cover Me. n moving My 
Honx-town and an electrifying Tin On 
Eire. Oanemg In 'The dark was clearly 
the perfunikance of Ik* evening and saw 
grown men riamhenng on to tlwir chairs 
and daiKiiig in the VIP enclosure. At tk 
end, Springsieen even acted out tk' 
video by puking up a girt Irum the 
audienct' and dancing with lier. I’his wa.s 
folktwtd h> an I'xlcnded vvr.'«ion of hic. 
1975 hit. Burn To Run. And fuully. for 
the traditKinal r<K'k and rott encore he 
served up a doubSe helping of Twist And 
Shunt and La Hamba. By the time k 
stxnersauJted off stage, he )ud per- 
binned for an hour and forty-five mi¬ 
nutes, three quarters of an hour longer 
than he was scheduled to. Clearly, both 
performer and audience had enjoyed 
tbemielves. Two group erKcres fol- 
kiwed: a disappoiiiting version of Dylan's 
CVwnes 0/ Freedan (! Shall Be Re- 
hased. (he old Amnesty rheme makes a 
better smgaknig) and a knockout version 
(with band) uf 6'er Up, Stand Up By 
then it was *s. 20 am and nobody sliO 
wanted to go home. It had clearly been 
the gig of a hfetime fer most of the 
audience. 

The next day, the Ti/nea - Amnesty 
battk' continu^ but for the concert 
audience, after Gabriel and Spnngsteen. 
everything else was anti cKmaetk. 

Vk to«IM/Neir MW 
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All that glitters 

The ne^y ^iris in Parliament: all style anJ no substance? 


Iij« viO <4 siA. iIk* 

l^rsJi ol iJi.inH)fNK ;i 
mImII rnnsMii pi’rfuMii’. Ih«’ 
l^nllr iMikk* «»l luuck’x A 
scHiriv killv paru' 
WnMiii. Um* iMWWi i i> I'arluHmiil. 

I1n> Miiijilc ^fiisiric kHik IS no k^tuur 
thv III ilimu III J^arliiiiiM'iii. (mhh* nn* (hi* 
divs wIhii wnnvn lik«* Su«’Ik’I:i Krifxila 
iM, kriiiik.'t K.iv hihI Snhlvidci JosJu 
iv|irrs<*iiiril I hi kiiHl ill wimini rlur <hk* 

tduiKf III I hr OMiitirvs k'lCislMlurr. Tih 

iliy. (hrri' ;\rv imtfr Ikui (ki won mi in 
Ixilh Hous4's ihirhiiiiv*iii kl^J^’M 
rrpr<'srii(;MMiii siiirr Jwk-, 

IK'iiilriHr, Ami iIk' «h1ivis(s> 

HiiHiriu limn hkr 

tkH‘U\ Mukb<*rn V aixj Kiiji’n* 
ira Kiiriun Kin^ai mv k ss 
rKihcralilf (hail (hr new 
\yrt‘i‘(\ Ilf ]i*l,iiiHiiir Kiris. A 
hnmt Ih*s1 rmiiiihfH’rl by 
MIS Ilk I* V vjav< mi h m vila Ik^ili. 

C han(iir:<|i Kumaii and 
J.tv. Ill 11 Nalaiamn. Thosi* 


Ihri'i* and othcis likr ihrni liavr 
ilkinni'd (Im'M' w;iy lo iIh* Tit an ln*iH Ik's 
»hI an* rx(r<'nM*i> ki\ n In rnnkr an 
Rnprr2>M»n i*N)>i'i'uU> whr*ri ihr lYunc 
MnH>lc*r is m ihr IIoum’, Y('^k'f1lav*s 
(rtaiiMNir gtirtih likr Najnvi McikulLdt 
and Saro) Khap,ifdi*. (am* I hi* k*.HlBiK 
Ituhis aiivau! (In* fnirrr srK, arc k*cnK 
is'lipsi*d bv (In* m*w stars 

'ItH* irw wnoMit arc In's! known kc 
(lH*ir mlrrvcniiiKis m I'arluirvcni (<k 
d(*lwiaMc sidKs] ant'd and Inr div'UssxaLS 
about jirnsMiK nuii(*rs id stall* m air 
i'lMidiiMim'd drawinK rimnis. Nut lur 


Ikin di*nMi(is(T.i(HHis. rallii*s nr jKiisc 
siicvil work-I he kttHi ol fhinu that 
nulus mmAc up niotl m I he sun. Savs 

(NM‘ C(in|(ri*ss(|) nkl (HOer rVMKncdkv: 
“Jn piAlK’jl u*rtns. ih(*ir ctminhiidiHi is 
the km'cst." 

'I1m* iHlies naan it I'arkatncnl rcfkvls 
ihis I’lianKi' and is lodav (Im' dc'haiiiiK 
KTiund liir lilt* latest and bi*sl ui laslwm 
and )('«'clk*rv Sivs a wianan Ml’ who 
was adivv during Ik' (hiit Indu iimivc- 
ini*ni: * 1 'hi* t’onversaiMsi Kcts s<» invo- 


(Abo«tt> K vfnon 

rovucoaw ft iimt. (wi) 
Vyiayp*imiiiWli<<M:mtlfW 
•doMt^i«#>po«icwn 


kius." Adds iinnlltiT: ”Kven il tlw coun* 
Irv Is on fire. lU' iivikm is^uc* tliul 
IxHhers Ihcsi* ladies is Ik* ksl pkM r tn 
kiy sans, " 

l’nTkaiiH*ni. of uhjih*. kis had its 
shair tk K^nmiir Ixdorc for iiistariK*. 
Maliaj' ini < iayai n I k‘vi and Kain la.’a 
Vi|;iyi'r.ijr Stindia rari'lv failed to turn 
heads when lh(*v entered l*ariMtnu*in 
licd(H'k4‘d wHh j('w<*ls. Hut iiK'ink'is 
retimnk'r ilieni as lN*inu k'ss aKdre^* 
sivt* and iiKHe iiio(k>sl. S:i>s ink* Cun* 
kTm li*a<k*f and fomKr Mi': 'lliey 
rarely made intcrveiiiKins ou sukii'ts 
tJX'V did mil understand." 
Aix'iinliiiK t(» iunt» tfte two 
realised fuHv well lhat they 
wen* m I'nfiMineiU itKiiiily 
hecaasi* ol (k ir royal kick 
grounds, ’"t’lv^e was iki ob* 
vknis effort to I’aleh llu* hiKl) 
eonmuiids atteiiiioTi. 'i'W'y 
wire tiKi sopliistualed lor 
tfurt." k* ns alls. 

rk* IH’W wiNiien Mi's are 
i|Uiie (hflereni. llieii indue* 
(Ml inio I'arhanieiii kis not 
alwav>> l>i*ei> |)ri*t'iHk*(l hy an 
appreiilii'eship in politics. 
And stmie ixlK've tivil their 
havmu lx*C(sne Mi’s ovci* 
iHKht has Kom* siraiulU l(» Ik 
Iwad. And then, tliey arc* 
ekisi* lo |s»w# r even if ofteo 
lotdKl comiilainmK dial kaiiv 
(mndhi does not spend 
enough lime with I hem. 
Most of (hem operate 
through p<*rs<mal assistants 
and havi* ilH'ir app 4 HiUnH*iiis 
i*;jri*lutlv screened Hk* pn*ss is invan 
aUv kept at a disiume Vvyiyamhunala 
Ikih. lor instance, refuses to give mler- 
vh*^^. 


O rv* of the Kl^iiixiiir ^ris who is 
iTeatinit rip^dcs in the Kniva Sahlti 
IS Javanti Na(<ira>in. like inimy of Ik' 
mhi*rs. sk' (»wts k r place m lh( House 
to lietnK the W'lfe 01 dauKhler of snnk'* 
b»d\ MnpifTtant. Nataroinn dw ^oiid* 
(kwidder of Ik* (onnei (I)K*f minister of 
1*amil Nadu. IKuiktavals^iIam. Inl(*res* 
Iin0>. it was lti*r imi'kr. an active 
s4H-bil worker. wIhi was firsi consideri'd 
lor nonnruitHHi to (k* House. Hut Kujiv 
aiMl Ik* i«dvisi*rs ariHuid him, deeidini^ 
perhaps dial it was wisest to pack tk' 
Ihiust* of Kiders with younKslers. opted 

•WHM* »-0 ilciM 'm 











foi Iht* itjsUvKl. SoiiK' lM>ld livn 

the {innl d«M^Km in f^iviHir r>( J,iy:uili wns 
liirKiHy <1iu' to r<Mni>l(T I’ Chiriuiiliur* 
jiin’s insisicMCiv 

Nmamj.m, n lrt*)vr, lost im (um* m 
niiikiiiK Iter pti>sc*iKe IcH ot {\w Kiijy.-t 
Sahha. Ckid in |ie<«vy silk siiris rveii in 
t\w swt'HeniiK lusil ol Ik llM sMiinintt 
sIh> bc>:an taking psin ui <iU ktfKl» ot 
(kbrtles And not. as anlH’ifbilerl. only imi 
womens issik's. In Ikt m-On. she 
etner^ed an .irtKuLiie s|ii>;iker. wIhi 
mikes her \nimi tcHiefulK' :iih 1 with 
<*onvicHnn. Hul >kt styk ollen lents lo 
ovvrsliad<iw suhscitx'e. U*adint! loiDHll* 

Ikts in llw iiiid tlie pres** fis’iisini! 
on i>o| wh.ni she savs hni |y»w sIh' «;jyN 

II. 

A joke circulfiiinit niiKine rvponers 
oiverinti! I'arliainc^nt leues that when 
Nattirajnn is slak'd In sjH'ak lo ihi' 
Ifniise, everyone kn(iw» ly*tnrt*lMnd. 
Keasnir »lie dresses ei<'»«|iiN'iullv wrK 
nn tliesi.* iKi.istons ^usiiallv S'ery he.ivy 
silks], I1il> arnnnci thi iJ<4isc a|>{KMri»iK 
lo Ik> vei) Ihi'V and ii;.ike> it a pr^nl to 
l)e si'i'Ti mlkiii>: In K.iiiv it he i> pK^sinl 

She has Ijlik* (uiv* Ua Ihe press. 
allhouKl^ sIh is eveepOniuilly iNdiie it a 
ie|v>rlei iHUtnntuiles lut m J'ajlkuivnt. 

<hlf sKi*' (Ik' {\i SJM* tlMHiydi. sik IS iisiuHy 
unavMil.iliU' ami mi Ilk* <'ouple ol 
SHMI> 'vik'll Sl NhAV mKk* ilHlI'Kl Willi 
lu r evei I Ik* plimK*. >lie rejilicO: "Y»«i 
sye 1 .1111 sn ImsV. I li.ive )Ust innw llrni 
Irniii liieise amt f4.tve v> tmali (oialrh 
lip Oh ' iKmi'ipn trips. iiHxleiHally, 
'n'n.ipy a kA o| Ik'I liimvl 

Kmial to her in slik* ibAijdi ikH in 
subsume is ^waiihiiudla Hak I Ik* 
tiiatiiieeul«>( ImjH iJ-piitjtH'iiiii is .1 ie>^ir 
iniiw Ih^H'—silk Nins. KiUKiesamiluD 
wat imiiii. Sfk' doi s iioi vitvi^de imx'li 
and r<ircdy leikv<'< tier *0 al uiik*ss it is to 
sjMsik wnh a minisiek or Ki^iv (iandhi 
hiMisell. liali dncsj'.'l iiartwipaie too 
nlleii ill ilk dehiiles and nithoiudi her 
IjHi-ckila Ihuisls ol llw Work slie has Ikvn 
ihiu>K to lij^ili weak<*r sections, sht* lias 
kKl ill Ik' to si> i»n Uk' suhjtvl. (Much of 
t]u- .(lemnplishnteols' lisii'd hi her im> 
<itta ik.il with IIh* Filnitdn* Awarrls she 
Itas and of (knee perfnmiaiKeii 
al hoiiie and ahrnad.) On om* occAsiun 
thouvli, she was per»>ija<k*d to osc. 
akmn with a lew nlher women Mi's, U) 
deiiviiid aclifin atzamsi the Kilur pois e, 
membeis of whKh were re^MMisiblv lor 
rapiiii' several wenen m thi^ State. 
IIuwev(‘r. she did not bother to wiui fur 
tlie Ivrnie tniniSLei’s response to the 
demdikJ, 

Another nf tin* new breed is Clun- 
(Jresli Kunun. who hails from a royal 
family. Her husbarfd wu a hot contender 
for the HMt. but she. appureiiUy. pipped 
him Ui it. Chandresh Kuman » mA 
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fkifHlinv>ail atHl wiMts Iwi hi vear> wi U. 
it rndv hoiii a ihM.iikn iv .1 ihmI 
<ire'>snr. iHeh'is inlloii s;iiis to ^||k^ .iml 

mhinis Ik I ive>(* with .* kirp' '^•ihi.Mte 

U nhkr Nai.iMHi <ml Jt.ik, 'd«' i|o« n 

not slHminiIdKily .uklapiK’iiis imse 
thrill wiHeii! lo l.ilk iilMHil 1 m iM'li I ties 
sid Bmiuiiittieh UI .iilw huu. 

she afH >k WH's Im k ■ An m •• ''iiwss' M m* 
ik'xrities Iwisell as a ’wmicin *.tiue 
iAmu 'V!4Be4 libik* .kHlMlll^n^ aikI iIk 
rki'A Yo rsUtAsli loiitmt wiih Ur* 
iins.V's''. 

Asked IhiW' sIm* leH on vulniHip tin’ 
IriA Sdrfbiloi llH fiisI tniH'. sIh* l•*|>lH s 
**li tc'lr hkv >pwip h mil M Im - •! t«M • Jk s'*. 
I was a lut slukv.'' tJin tdeiil.ilh 1 Urn 
dresh dkl }jo to nittevH*, \U i> .Ui 
uiiderKMdiMl<M Asknl wlul sIr* JiM*st 
wants 10 d(» with Im*i W*'. sIw licsl siv> 


AjolwgotstM 
iitaimrJayarti 'j| 

Nvtan)in bibMtD ^ 
ipeak intiM Houm, 
0wyoiw knows 
beMuni Rooon: sho 

{«miilyhityydb)»M j 

iroutdlhiHm I 

ippMriHgtobtvOfybHiv I 

adMfeMlifiWtobi \ 
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would hu\e beer little 
more than atxHher ji^lainoLir iT the 
Punjab crisis hadn't forced her into 
playing i Mjsnificant pobUrai role. Punjab 
H now her find pnority and sht was 
amtnjt those wh«i strongly defended 
Operalioii BluesUr on the fioor of fhc 
House, whk h pbced her on the terrori • 
»ts'hitli6l. 

Kaur hails froiri a feudal family which 
has always dabbled in politkb. She was 
flominaUKl lo tik' Sabha, courtesy 
Zad Singh in whai can be desenbed as 
Ilk* 'women's ^uola’ from Punjah. Kaur 
dkl mala* a skiw of w'eanng It had/ for a 
while but gave up the prcierirc* soon, 
11k*se who reiTK'inber Ikt in the pre* 
KhientHf days recall that she had link to 
i iminbuie by way of debates and discus* 
skriis; n was Uk* escalatKin of VK>l'’ncc in 
the state that led to her nse in |>oii(ical 
promimnKx*. 

When It comes to the women in 
Partaiueni, style and substance do not 
gi logeOkT. WonH^n with the first have 
little of the second. Uhewrsc. those who 
are re<'oK<iised as having m^idi* sunw 
pohtval cirtiinhution have lillli* i<» bruist 
by wny of styk>. Hut in the new di»* 
peitAaiion. It i> ckarly styk* that pn»* 
vads. 

Satma MtMUfwMair O^thi 


/UwftKw, vhott rmntljr 

Pfliimiit, would hmbm 
IWo iMwt tfM mito gtamottr 
(Hifthoiy^criikliiAiH 
fercadbor ato pliyins I mon 
il|nMlefftrDlo.tntho 
pnBb iil ifdiyMhohidIftBo 
tocontilMtobymjfoldibili 
siddbomiofl 


"11«s IS n vvn difTunli i|ih'slMHi." And 
tlKlt.alter mhiio (k'«p llviught, reveals 
Tlvit her amtirlKMi i* to <i|wn a nursery 
M'iunA in Jh'T ii.itivi vtligi*. SIh* swicirs 
toiiotl I'atkiiiienl <»iied.iy lonvkeiikHe 
Un o;Im*i> lor all this. Clumdresh 
tSUiN.ni is«n) m'M’I.iI MininiilUTs o( Ihe 
g/nvtiiMH'oi and lh« lnnun*''s |>jilv 
Slir also kis >in pfobkni jH'tline an 
.ludkniv with Kam and slw IiihIs 
him vci\ im plncv lake iiMiiy iil the 


rww breed, she ia not enamoured of the 
Nonior leaders in the party. 

Unkke her. AmaQil Kaur. who till 
rtfentiv representi-d I'ufif'ib hi |•aJ1la• 
riient. ikma's that a gcncratHui gaj) 
exists m tiM* lAiriv* SIk* ctamis tiujt 
Mtuof panvirum nfe *'vxTy .sJirewd and 
sliarp md ilk*re is sotirlhing c<i leam 
fr^HM ilH'ir exjx-rHik'e” Kaur. who 
ruslNxI off to .ifi|iK' .*1 dash of hpsrick 
whiit hi NiMV n*<|ue>ied hci to pose lof 
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NEWSBEAT 


A lost heift^e 

The communal riots in Bidar, Karnataka, have driven a wedge between 

the Hindus and the Sikhs 


I t t<K)k jut«i thrw days In (testfoy a 
j)n)ud hentaRt* buih owr 
ci*nturH‘S. Kid^r, a hnly pbce U* 
Sikhs in Karnataka, has a long 
tradilun uf Hindu*Sik)i amty Hut 
the 15 Sepletnbvr (.ranrsh Chalurthi 
ccl^braivMts shattered the peace and wiD 
be remembered by the residents ut 
Hidar foi the brutality and mirKlesa 
fren/y ihai inok place. In the rampage at 
i least six students lost ihetr bws. of 
I hern were repurted missing and many 
nv)ri* iiuuic’d in the aison and luiKing. 
And tn iilinnsl aU the cases, (he target of 
aiiack wiis the SAh fainibes. Over i:M) 
Sikh Htudents hnve alre:*dy fled their 
homes m Ktflar and a haixtful o^ them and 
till* kKHi Sikhs h.ivc siiughi refuge at the 
Sii liui'u Nanak Jhir;i Saint) (iurdwara 

CIMlipk'X. 

On J.l S'pk'inber, Karnataka Ovv* 
ernor H Venkalasnbhwh atcompamed 
by chief minister S.K. Honimii and 
ex'CM Ka>nHknshn;i Hegde visited the 
gurJw.^nr to console the vxiims. A 
highly a 0 la(ed Kaljit Singh, a student. 
loM ilH*ih: 'We (km t want to atny here. ! 
we don't warn to conK* baili...*' Howev¬ 
er. ihifM* who have fWd HkJar have to | 
return lUKin as their cxan'inations are 
round the conKn, Halpt Singh is one o( 
the lew sixuk'nts who ha^e stayed hack 
in oidiT lo talk in ihe coliege auihontiee 
and press for a postp^njcment of the , 
cxannnatKins. The chief niinistor has 
promised to hetp out the students in the 
matter. 

“An effort is bemg made to blow ig) , 
this incident (Bidar's) by certain per¬ 
sons". lamented chief rninister S.R. 
Bommai at a press conference on 29 
September m Bangalore. Heiliaps the 
promineni Doordarshan coverage of the 
Prime Minister's special meeting with 
Cungressd ) MPs and MLA$ from Kar¬ 
nataka Ihe previous marked the 
Itrst step in (he poHtN isatkm of the Bidar 
tragedy. Expressing tB$ anguish over 
the lb September incidents, the Prune 
Minister udd a delegation o( liio Con¬ 
gress MPs and lejpsiators that a special 
(earn kd by ihe emniater of state for 
home affairs would visit Bidar to ' assess 
(he situation". 

The high-powered Congressd) team s 
VHBt (0 the riot-hil town codd not 
come at a more sensrtive lene. The 
atale government waa mobdising a large 

WBAV im 


posse of pobremrft. t(» make* arrangi** 
menu for the three-day Mug (funeral) 
ceiemony rx ginning on Sepicmtk*t. 
The town was tense with ihi* news thiit 
S(IIX> Sikhs from aH over ihi* country 
vrouki come lo Hidar for the Idvig 
erremuny. An orfpimsaiHin luttmg Um II 
the 'Sikh Cienmando Puree" had st-m a 
letter addressed to the Karnataka depu> 
ty director fur nfurmatiiin, T. M. hhinii. 
threatening that the Karnataka Khawi 
and tlw Karnataka Emptmn cun ipfex » 


and pledged tu provide adequate protec- 
iHm tu (be 5ukhs. !^id Baljit 
Smgh: “We first want Ihe supenmen- 
deni of polK’e (Dr H. l^mapathy) sus¬ 
pended. We want all the cut^ts behirid 
bars. We saw the dead bodies of our' 
hfolkTS. don't talk to us aboul niks. " 
The students accused the police and tlie 
kwal admHustration of collabnraiing with ' 
the riotvrs. home of them even insisted 
that the Bidar nots were not very 
dtfferem from the anti-Sikh riots that 

t 

t 



Tha WUb Ourewwa. UtaMrn wRhIn 

DetB the Dell would be bombed »d the 
staff Idled, if the Kanataka government 
did nut take action against those gudiv 
for (he Bidar rxds wiihm ten (lavi>. 
“There is bound to be tension due!»ilw 

tltfe«-day bhog c^'enMmy and th« 
gathemg of S^i. We luve bct 'i mak¬ 
ing requests tu the Sikh leaders to keep 
tne number lo a mnnwnv But we 
understand it ia a rekgiuus cerei nuny and 
we will take steps lo ensure ks peaceful 
conduct," said duef mMater Bommai. 

Meanwhie. duel mnster Hoiivnai 
has ordered a judicial prube into the r^$ 


rocked Delhi after Indira Gandhi's assas¬ 
sination. Qu^ed Baljil Singh: 'Kamak- 
rishna Hegdc has a very good reputation 
n I^JnJab. He said in the past that there 
was DO iwoblem in Punjab, thi* problem 

was in I hr Cnngressd) Now he should 

slum' us that the Janata goverrunent is 
different." Another student. Anoop 
Smgh. cun^lained: “The police coUabo- 
raied actively with the noiers" 

The immediate provocation behind 
the Bidar riots was the Oaoesh Chatur- 
ihi festival that local organisationi set 
cut to celebrate with much fanfare. On 
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Shri ram g t \ m u> bri n$ into 4icpositor»' lives ihe ungible ugnifiouKe of 'She i 

By liikini^ tender cure of dcpo9iior>* fund^ pluins ihem in sound cnierprixs, 
sprtadini t he risk widely, managing 11 i.‘vonoi ntcall y. Most imponani l>. by 
subjecting the nianagcinen I to rigorous scrutiny by ihe bowd of Direciuis 
corisisonguf eminent proressioiuls with an impeccable rvconl of public service. 
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All this is fully backed by high quality, efficient vrvKe chaiacieri.wd hy dcdicaiion 
ana proitiiHiiucJe at uU our 2? btajicK’s. 

The July llrp<jrit*Mndili<aliun Campaign helped us 
cnitA a mllvMoflr. 

A record Kn.Jcrors* deposits! 

Thanks lo (he (oul laiiii of uur depositors, we have already 
itBchwJ«)% i>f (lie latgei Un annual growth this year. 

!C the glow of Shri lnlt> your fife with Sbrinn. 
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14 September, on the eve of the fosiival. 

I Sikh students were repr^rtedly sro|)ped 
' by Hindus demandini^ Vuntnbutions' Uy 
i tl>e festival. The students apporenlly 
; refUKud ii > pay up and there was a healed 
I eu'haniR; <if wr)rds fcAwed hy a scuffle. 

[ 'Phis wns enou^li f<>r the sinwwniip 
: tension lo surtax e. 

Bai)U Sin( 2 h feels tlial Hindu Sikh reh- 
^ iHHis had bc^n to sour in MJK4 when he 
was a first year studeni. Uadvrs of local 
orinnisatKins. however, complained ah* 
out the "misdeeds ' of Sikh students. 
One of them t<rld Sokhav that m 19H4 
"the Sikh students IimA out a prpeession 
proteatinj^ aizairrsi the New Delhi rvits. 
Tliev shouted pro Hliindrartsale 
and teased looO w^mien." llui m under 
dcvehiped Hidiir it is diflk*ult to i|?rK»re 
the part jiUved by teakiuvy m dnvmit a 
wedte l)<*tween affluent Sikhs aitd the 
knal youths. Formerly a part rrf the 


r 
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ineai ^^un/wara commitlee. Jofta Sinfdu I 
has ^en campaisnhiK for a miKbi ^il | 
loHeK**. 1he obmubous ca)«lation fee j 
scsteni in Kamai;dui iiuke** it imiTitalile 
lo set up ^iKhcodeftes but the Sikh trust ! 
<h(Mikt hate no prohlem« m (Mdiuift the [ 
ffw^* signal as they have* a!n*a(ly Iwdl a ' 
fSHt-bed ho>pMal in the ifltriiwjia ctsn* i 
plc\ It b lit’iniz arjoied that ht fn^diten* i 
infj the ^khs away horn Hidiir. conten 
ders for the inedicai culepe have a hit to 


T he polH e vLm that vudeflce eruiHea 
iin the anenwni of \S SepiesnbtT 
but the students ueusi that lensKir was 
niftrMn^hiidiinKidarbtinilhi'niKhtitl 14 
September it«4f Moreover, the add* 
tioMi secunty furrea that m-rt depkiyi'd 
in Ihdar 'wrt unaware of ihi* ('omnHtnal 
tension. The st^cuniy afranxvciH'nK 
were ckarly inadixiuaiv and Iht* <tp‘> 




IFram 1*1110 nghp KomataMo Covomor 
0 . Vanhaiaaubbaiah, nwnakrianAa ib fl ai 
ano ehlaf mMMar S.R. 6 o«nmal: ■aauaglriQ 
aurt taalkiga 

erstwhile Hyderabad slate. Bidar, 
ihou^ i 0 )ored by successive i^ovem- 
inenls. un boast of a number of Kuod 
educational institutions. And almost iA of 
them are run by the Sdth trust. But. 
argue local Sifths. "Only the engineering 
coBege and the polytechnic have a large 
numtKr of Sikh students. 'The primary 
and secemdary schools are meant only 
for the benefit of the kiod pupulatiun" 
In recent years, the president of the 


Biir li comUnd to n I My 
pbee tarliMSid««6mNnli 
iiyUto hm«tojl*ltlHtaM»iit 

«H to to* isa cMtoy. 11 m san 

whpMwMiMpileMt 
IMniwtto H», hM M to 
Ma«r«IMMtoHhn 
MrnniM 
ISSiftoMMttoto. 
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VKWSIlKAr 


were nol prepand lu t.KkV ,i tiih 
A round XiO stiKk'iil'^ a*-\k- Tnji|h<d io> 
.ikli' the enginiN'rihg otlli'g*' luMel ,iiieT 
m<»h< suriiHinded the lniildiiii< ,uul 
pt'llmu Ktoik'S. f'tilhe •nMiM*> 
nufiHain lliaf troohle erupt« hI », i1u> 

ahenvMXi wht'ii Htouiwl 111 Sikh suidrnts 
M.iried iivirv'hiiig Uisvards the liosiel 
bt.UKlrshing ^wo^«lH, Hut tin* shnlem*! 
.•Uan tiui ihev were gcang u> r» lease 
llieir tra|>(ied oificaitiKS. 

Itw aini^tvd stiKleiUs weie sUipfH cl 
near itic (iandhi tluii) ari*:i whi*re » 
vudeftt lonfioutauon loi>k ;^<t hcMween 
the ktouKanJ Hh* siiideiiis AvSiM'ding lo 

eyewitness .uroiiois < 1011 ' four (>oliee 

nk’ii wer<' prex^ni and in panic, iht* v<»ph 
ofto^ned fife. Hv tlw lime I he de}iu(v 
inspeotof general ol |x 4K'e S.S, 1‘aViite, 
rrached Iti4ir aiiHinJ O.dU jini, lanlies <ri 
Anuipl Singti, j fiisi-vear I'ligiiuHtmg 
>iudiiii. ll.irMrMkT Singh, Halwiiider 
Singh Hnvr;i and fniiirHliT Singli, all 
tlurd'Veai crigims-ring Niiuknts, wi*re 
rt < <’ml Iron a wi’ll in a higlilt ik'v’nni* 
Jashii Siiigli Afiaivl, another 
ihiid vrnr sliirk'iii, <hi'd in l)«m>im;i 
Ho'^Mal ih llvih'iahnil. Avoiding lo 
Ijtifi'V vHjuvs I'aviite IukI iu» mfoima' 
ixtoi «4 ihi* MXiiihimal flate*up ,'iiul had 
ItoHii ap|i.<reiil<v iitloniH'ti hv intidligenee 
sixines tliHl iIh* Sitiulvm was iinck'i 

1 oiilM" 

I'leilh lahlv, iIh* sliiilenis' ire h.is 
ken dirCH It'd al tk* '•uiwriitlendeiil oi 
polk'e "Is n {xAsdile thal tk* superin* 
U'lHk’iil of p(4ii r harl no kiwiwiedgc of 
iho VS tiv dtol tail to infrinn ihe 

point' luMr|qariilers in Muhgalori.* legarrl* 
nu* (k '•ini.ilioo' Ifiev ask Tht' slii 
tknus ckiliii dial Joga Smgh i.iog up ihe 
msiRTliiT in r.i-y il ol imlwe \ K Nir;i* 
ifHHhIni, If} 1‘> Si>pkinlH'i ami only after 

that did ilirpiJiM* swing ouo actvirt t 1 is 

also Mi!iMn<,im rliai ihe Shiv Stiia 
open'd ils ItKlir unit on the «hv of the 
flanesh fe slit at 

Ikidi Is eoiisKk'uxt to b<* a holv |>ki(’i' 
for Ih*’ Sikhs as ituni Nanak is said to 
have* visited tlie f,*tiim)e>hit nrim in the 
Ifrfh lentury* U*g«<nd lias it that fiiiru 
Nnnak tMifoiiiti'd .i iiiinK'k' and water 
guxheil «ni 1 to quench t)u* thirst of the 
peopa*. In IhMl At), wlwn (iiiru <i<wind 
Sinf^ lc>rm<*d the KhaJsa and asked lur 
five !»dov-ed folkmTfj. who wi'ic wilknn 
to swnlve llwir lives for the Sikh eausc, 
one ol them was Sahih Chand of fiidar 
11w Sikhv. have buili a maKiiificenl 
gurdHj/a in Hi4u. have lived in har* 
moRv with their Mmdu brethren till the 
1^ September rvits. Say^ Haljit Singh, 
with a feeling of anger and gnel, "If our 
immediate demands are not v'nxeded, 
we will not he responsibk' for the 
oiftsequencex" 

Pnkmh 
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">bu can call me the 
Chief of the KIrioskar 
Family, which a hundred 
years ago consisted of 
just four people and now 
comprises over 20,000." 


- S.L. KIRLOSKAR 





We the Kirioskar engrneers and executives... the workers and 
managers... together wrth shareholders, suppliers, dealers and 
distributors... sve are all engaged in employir)g our naiionai resources of 
money, men. materials and machines not just for our own benefit, but 
also for the benefit of our society and country. 

From a single unit to a muttRompany enterprise, from agriculture to 
industry from import substitution to exports to 90 countries of the 
world... we have proudly seen the name Kirloskar race with time. And 
we look forward to the challenges of our new Cwtury 

We shall continue to contribute to India's social and economic 
betterment through engineering excellence — our chosen method. 










KH.ITICS 


Together, they fall 

1 hr HVv/ m f//vu/e(/onr P.R. Das Munshi's 

i>hs{matc detemc iff party nuiverick Suhrato Mukherjec 


A fl k l.kki 1M p( Jllh ' U k 

I IS li.ir iIh’ LiMK'li’v ' l> 

IM !«• 

in s( IS I .(•tvti iNk’fvwrs. 

M .iltMi'S. t.rikk|Miil in 

r||M i|ilinr I.M ti'riirili Di kiV<< 

.1 (i.iriv svbii |i rktk ti IIh <«krlr vviv 

iMsk IM1'» >k 'IIUlH lH<krnn>! 

irM M 'Mill', (HIM III* 

IliWt’Sl hrii^jl 

.It r .itn\ Cklls thi' nihna 

t/'li htoiki iHiM’iii, ii mvmiMv 

clitK kijj LVKitH! I kil.kiiuliHi kl» il'. «m» 

iiM'sli 1)1 Hiir.i|iiiiv klkvsrn'inri 

I hk (I U tills I ko* 

sHHi ol iIm VV< >1 A' M’mMv Wfi*; 

III* srtiMik' ti'i ’bi’ liM''( riHiiid <if llr 
Imaiiu K •'ikCirv (I) ili.kitM (Ihr bsl 
i|.ks i>l *h> kill ( sr>.siiMl, (liltillk! n iTIMmI 
llrh.lTC nil llu fh I.IMMlHKI llllf, CiMIkirt'lv* 
'ih iiirliklKI•<, vsikik voir sii|ip<iM '<1 1 i» 
imti ]Mnd'> III kii s' > if an all.H k •h\ ific 

( nilh fn (III Tum'IIIv ikikIh'n, iiKknl 
up liurliii^ .iliiisrs ul iiiH uiKilhs’f, And. 
|Hr(ll« l.iMl Ik UMII M fill' iviliro •>/ ihr 
^(lnlll vav Siihr.kr;i Mukiirr|c>r. the* 
ni.lM’iiik L>HlKls>Wll k'^sLiPir 
Till' III! Klriit, svlii« li liaM |srrs ipilAfod a 
iiMiiir iTivh svi(hii) iIm' i <Mi0rsv(]| uuIk' 
stall' aiui l!Ii'TIv I'mlvinasH'd ihr hi^ 
iiHUiiiand, li.xl a s<'t'>iiiiiuls* innuruous 
[N'umtntiK 'In H S('pli*mlM<r. whik* Ihr 
Assi’iiihls was in sr>sHHi. I hr Ci>nk:ri"i* 

Sth l.i'vilsl.iluir iTIJ*i kid n 

nis's'inn! wlirri* it was unaitinvHMv ck'* 
. nch'd Tli.it 'sk)ili{i IvindiHk><1livav. Ihs' 

V'MitiK pal IV M! A tiuin 
vs'tHkId Miiivi' an .iiiit*nil'iK'nl duim>* Ihs* 
<k liikU 'iTi till tk l.miarHiii Ihll aftrr 
wliiili As|i«i 4ili(»sh, Mi.A h«»n Fk'W 
' lah, isi'iiiil siH’.ik I'll ik' tssiu’ Ihil 
Siil'iata Mnkk r|i r has tk' ^ilT i i i.iisint! 
ls'iu|M’s| . IM ti .i I lip'- t hi nSf|»iitiilH'i. a 
h'ss Ikhits Ivlnir ihs'<k'»',»ir. Miikhi'ntv 
, icliiiiin! Iiuiii lahv.i anil ik'tiiandid tiKtl 
I ks kunv Im' induilrd nr thr list o| 

I Uin)iirssili spisikri . on tlH> 'iilifs'it 

: Hh' chill whip <il Mw CTIMh i'ivnn 
j S»l'.iii|>.il, «<>tiiplii*il and SsitKiila 

' Miiklirrici ’ was rnloiriis iJ llkit hr was 
; Ou' Ihiril Oji|MisjiKin s|H'akrf nil th<' 
: th'l.iin.iiiiiii Ihll '. cl.nins Sudip liaiKh* 
(Milhs iiv 

Ihil ItiMthh' s'mpU’ij Slum alU't flM* 
Ass< knhlj S|HMkrf. Ha*>hm» Alxliil 
^ lliiliin aiiniHHiM'tl tk nainr nl Askik 
• lil)os|i ,|s thi Ills! 0|i|>uskticHi spoakt I nil 

Kill i>lv»'ili i>i*HUptU liiik tk' rbuv 
X 


.hkI slarfi-d spr'<«kiri|i .An Munti'd (iyiiri 
Sniuh Snli.ii>|ial ruslKil lo Ik* S|ii*^krr 
..uni MilntMMil kill lk*l lx* was nnl 
kMHKimiK tk.' bsl Ilf Cnn|7r>s<Jl s|H*:ik 

rr> sukiHiiiil bv the ChlHlk Hahn 
a(kiiiU<‘d Ins kull lUXl ;i‘>kiHl A^kA 
(ikKh, wk> W4S >>\iH It'S I uni ii;. in ukr 
ks srat 

Sudi|> li.*uiik*ixKlhviiv iiiitia(r<1 llx* 

ariK'fxliiM III nnKNNi Mtti w4s lialf w.nv 
lliinu>*h his s]H>rih wIhui Sihr.il^ 

Miikhrr)i'4' aixl Ask'k Mmsh kfi Ik' 
Mixisi' Ml n kiN. 

’Ilx* nt.iilrf did 'Kit rnd Ik'rr, A 


Wuhh«r)M (Wt) ano Om UvMht Mmlng uv? 


Despite Pm MurahTi imnrt for 
IMdierjee, the Cengn^l) 
MlAiiredetenninedteie 
aheid with the move to censure 
Mukherjee. Oscar Femindes too 
hss autred the MLAs that he 
would attend the meeting_| 

k^ih' .iBilalrd Mukh<*f)c'<* and Okish, 
jrcnmpsinirrf hy ihrw C k* 0 sla 
tors - Niian 5 iio MuklxT)re, Suriwnl.T 
Mins Maiuih Mukhroit* -entered 
the .SiK'^krrs rsxxM anA ‘snu«ht ks 
prn(ri iHMr. CimiiiUaiiiiff that (hey were 
huniilaii cl. tlx- \vnt CnncressH) MLAs 
cv< n w.inied In rrstffi unless "tlie chief 

wk|> w;*s rstrHrr'f'd’* 

Suhwli Mr: mt h k'- 

kivxwr*' Bisirte tk' Hnosi' irkrd a maxir* 
Iiv (d ihe 40 Ciinieressd) MLAa. A 
k.rm: 'iKx*(ifiK nf Ik* CUVK 

v.'a -.cjivrm d, where 19 MLAs, mctuo 
H'v iraikfM kke Saufpta Kny. Sudip 
IkiivViucBiyav. Sudq>U Koy and Sulun 
Ahnx'd. ik'manck'd a irQUitiiRin imdinit 
nf Ibe CLhli for “di^iphnaut errant 



|iar 1 y M(.A« hke Suhnia Mukbenee”. 
Another 14 MLAs pledjjod their support 
(i< the nxivr Ahdus Saiiar. leader of the 
CLKHk hrought the mailer tu the notice 
of Pnya Ranjan Has Munshi. tk* llnion 
e innibtei and prc^cni of the 
1 ‘radesh t‘)in^ffessKi t'cNiimittee. wk) 
was in CakuKa. Das MLin»ht prumplly 
washed lus hat^ds off ik* nutter saying 
iliat since ihe Issw ^.'oiKcmed the 
Cl.HI). il should k* lackli'd by hs 
leader, Ahdus SatUr. 

Kill nurpnse was in slorr 'or ine 
(kiermined ConirresstK MLAs. tin TH 
Septemk'r. Suhraia Mukk'fTee left fev 
Delk and returned to Cakulia three 
days later acxxjruptnied hy I'CCCl) chief 
Das Munshi. At a press miference ihai 
ahrmoon, lbs Munshi said that the 
aRacr was '"a non*iS 8 ue and should not be 
a pnnnty of the Cimgreasd) in the 

bill dcfi|)i1e Das Mumdu's stand on 
the Subrata Mukheryee issw, Ihe 37* 
f)dd Con^ensdi MLAs are drtrnnmed 
111 git aliead with Ihe retjuisilHm meet mg 
Sax] Somen Mitra. a vocal criltc d 
Subraia Mukher}ce: ”1lie need of the 
hour IS discipline. No one siKiuld be 
allnwcd 10 get away with indiscipline ' 
Agrees Sudip Kandiipadhyay: “The Con* 
gressdi wouW k* a much stronger 
orfu*ni«nTH>n if di^ctplirie can bt* infused 
at all k'vels of the party. Our move is not 
ainwd at an any particular individual../’ 

Hul Subraia Mukherjee is mrt con* 
vmced. He ix certain that hu detractors 
are uiil to get him. However. “1 am 
willing In face tk' CLI*. I will answer all 
tk* charges that dHy,” he said dehantly. 

Whutever deeisiem the CLP(I) takes is 
bound to have far-reaching effects on the 
fate of the Congress!D in ihr state. One. 
Ihmg IS sure: the party cannul alford to 
antagmsc a loader of the stature of 
Suk'aia Mukhe^oc. wk: is perhaps the 
unk Congress! 1 ) leader in West Hengal 
to cnnvnand a siaeabW personal (oUcw- 
mg. Moroov'er. as state president of the 
INTUC, Mukherjtfo kix a vast work- 
fc^ce beknd km IkHiaps. Syed bedar 
bakhl. seiTeUry of the Youth Congres* 
ad) cmrsirily cell, summed it up best; “If 
Subrau Mukherjee is suspended from 
the CtK<[) or expelled from the party, 
the Congrestd) organisation will come 
to a hah in die state “ 

Ra|k 
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When we launched the HeiT> 

Honda CD 100 in 19^5. we knew 
it was a good thing. A fact 
confirmed by the ownera. 

Some are moved by the 
economy (80 km/Utre*). Some by 
(he easy maintenance. Others by 
the name Honda. And all 
exult in the riding pleasure of 
India's only 4'SiiTike 100 cc Y(/^ 
bike. Honda engineering-- " 

Hero's choice. 

In all, 200,000 happy ovmert, 
each with his own reason for 
feeling good. To all of you. we 
can say one thing. You've got a 
good thing going 


All said and done... 




HTA* 
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1 Bunking, Grindbys believes, 
should be one of life's 
conveniences. 

Which is why, while Grindlay-v offers every mjjor 
service (he best inlemational bunks offer, there are some 
specialised services only Grindlays offers. 

Each designed to make banking a pleasure. 
Because by improving the quality of banking, we 
believe, we could ultimately improve the quality of the 
way you live. 


Grindlays Bank 
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but* 

4*«QM lalhw. ill 
OAt; rMiin9 9n 

Maiwraitr 


Smart Alyque 

Alyque Padanisec w a man of many faces, 
ntarkinfi his varied worlds with intensity and 
success. Though critics refer to him as glib and 
gimmicky, friends swear by his sincerity. A 
look at the real man behind the scenes. 


I n Bombay, all stone's about Alyque 
I'adamsee being (iod, seem to 
generate fmm Linias hea<k)uaiters. 
Nil one jccms to take more slec m Iheiii 
than Alyque himseH. "I'm supposed tn 
he dnvtiiK down Marine Unvv. with one 
of my empktyevs”, says the faiiKius 
KAL)A< trained v<itce, “whi>n a clukl 
dashes past. narrnwl> averting an acri- 
dent *My (kid!' exilaims my employee. 
1*0 which I reply chiUinglv.'Who said you 
couk) call me by iny first namef The 
other cjoe goes: What's tlw difference 
between Alyque Padainsee iind (kid? 
Answer: Well, at least God rested on 
the seventh day. And of course tlierc's 
the one about an employee of mine 
whom Tve dnveii to suicide, wIhj 
reaches heaven. Gp there he finds a tall, 
sanfdy. enateed man barking orders at 
everyone. *()h dear', he says, dismayed, 
ivts Alyque reachi'd here too?’ To wluch 
St. IVter replies. 'No. that's (iod. He 
just thmkh he's Alyque Padamsec." 

(>f course, lo ihuse wtw> aren't m the 
know, tliese stones are nothing shuri of 
blasphemous. Why should a f)?-year-old 
advertising executive, and dirvetor of 
rtf'hashed Broadway mu:ucals from 
Kcmbay. aisume suen kifty pruportHma? 


MCHV OctW* 4«M 
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9htron Prebf'sM* 
in teotloow tnt 

fr««,(fl9M) Ktrif Slr>9h 
li>«Sm«mlfe M rwvfHM 
7ani^. wOfnvn In mIIot 

hut u» Ih^ mitiated thf 
("mpanson is nul 
I'arlumscv is noT 
jusi any adverlisinff ex* 
ixititvc. he IK aher all 
Chi»*f Kxecutive. of Indi* 
aV No. I aK^ncy and j 

AssociaU* Director of i 
l.inias Worldwide. And [ 
he doesn't just do 
Broadway niusH'als- -he 
is the man who has built ' *. ' 

up Theatre Group in the last 4B years 
and brought to it fartK? and gl<iry with 
[tays as diverse as the ^day <4 The 
Indian stage. Kvia. and the intensely 
stimng /^.v?a/ A'/wna. written by 1 smart 
Chogtai Kut nwirc than al of this. 
Aiyque I'adamsee is the man who pos¬ 
sesses one of |l<Hnbay's must fainuus 
profiles, as high almost as the* Narsnan j 
h<Mnt skyline, arid as driven as a traflw { 
snarl outside Churchgate. Streaming 
ordent backstage at KatonN. presenting 
c«impiii0is to cknls. getting hi» fore 



postered on the ovitioioi m.iI I'Iu’ 

7tflN*.< o/ llHkl itds OI vnilMnllr:! ui tlio 

unseetidv fight ahoiii I.. ilu N<« I 

agetK> m India, AlyijUi' \\\'\iu‘ 
Theatre (iniup's iiv»si dniOMiK inr 
M^ntHtHMi, Linlas' iixist sULii’>sin] (>io- 
duct: and Uk* oiiks f.nontitr aliiiipine 
hov. No one can hnitA tcKi nuicli 
cess, and for Alvqiiu, who h.is Imh ii so 
sikwssful fiv S(»kM)g. |K*i h:ips dw hnir 
K<s COOK' wtwri hi’ niiiv feel lii> li;is Im’i’Ii 
a III Ik* li«> *>u<v< s^tul (oi hi’< (^wii gcHai 
In n land wlHTi' (*iu'v ;uwl rcM riiiiM’iii 
(gteiu’loudiudgi'nuMil. Alvciue iiini li.ov 
a*a<'hcd a ixxni ol no ml urn. WIikIi 
brings us to tlH* story ol ilic <'lah^ 
We are sitting in Alvijiii s fwMiic at 
Warden K< cid. eal ii ig Al vcjiie x dii ini*r 11 
IS alter a ideiw •)( die laUM hadainme 
exlmvagiiii^a. A.i/kiref Next (kioi. at 
iIh’ So|iliia HoH. llu' jifois haw all 
piHkc*d iitJ, the andmio h»iig giinr 
iHxmv AJvgue's uifr. singei aitivss 
Slum HI lYaHkikar. wIhi kis |>lawd tin* 
lead rok* ol Silly hnwk s. has removed 
her nuki'iip .ind htios exhauKierl. The 
iMoiel IS nol iipk’ai. It is intios|>*>ctive. 
'IV hall Iwi ixrt hirn full. And thoiigli 
eiH'h Victor and e>sh (h’lmitnu’fit ut ilu* 
IwrxJuctioii luTfiirimd I’xci’lli’iillv by 
IkHidkiy IhcMire siaiKlank, BadainsiTiH 
iRrt siiiisfH'd. Kor a l'ailaiu>ct' pmhIuc 
t««i It IS nnt rlHHigh to Ih’ g<HMl. Oik’ 
must hi’ spi’i tai uUr. So iliriiugliout I he 
pkiy IX’ has s.it watihing thr pi’rfortn 
ame and llw aiidietvi’ wiih l agle eves. 
Now, V lus retmned wiili a sirihlilr 
|Md hnsiling with ixilcs. Kveii :i (ongia* 
tuLilory OM>ss.igi’. lu’ IitkIs rK*ar llii’ 
U’leplxifu* IriHii Ills iimaIk i Mi'law. du’s 
not iitvaU’ hmu Mr in driwn Con* 
iH’ined about tlie rlimitI’st (k'lails. Iin* 
iiginmg what his (tilu s must Ix’ sieving at 
iIhs vrrv nvHneTit. 

"Who dm’s Mr Padamsec think hv 
isf" Ih’ niimu's, "U thinks Ik n (lort, 1 
can MX* a liiiiKlred Haws in Ins prixiuc. 
lum," (ir, lie's trying to bring oiit soiik’ 
ol»si’ure politH’al iiH.iiinig again willi ibis 
pbiy..." And Ukmi. Alvgue iwrfaU’s the 
story ol thi* IikImii crahv 
"It gix’s sixnerliing like tins 'I'lwre 
iin* buckets tilk d with italis volk’iTist 
fnnn v.inous i isinrnes. lying in a tilx^ru* 
tiHy. Ku’h Iwiki’t lias U’en criverixl 
with a IkI. except for tk* IihUiu hiu kel. 
A »iuiig intern ikhiiis opt that tk' crabs 
wii vM*ape if not covered, 'hont woiry', 
savs the scx-ntisl. 'lk*sc are Indian 
cnihs: wk*n one of them re.'u'hes the 
lo|). I he (HIk’is w ill pull him iWwii * 
To I he telling ol llus anecdote, AJyque 
linogs (k |x rl hos t lull • xilv .mi an u’d actor 
ian inusU*r. ilu visual imiVHi lhal the 
nuiker ol all tlx iso aw aid* winning puhiu 
st rvice m\s can cmijurc As a liil of 
advertising it is ta*rf<s'l. It wedn iiws* 


MatOAv » uuaso 1 






Th9 LJnti* gtng: til MniMt 

Nvilh MiUhH’ ;iiid w<irds pr’rft^Mly, 

I '1 ifdnutc mjnv iJun>js dl»ui AJyqw." 

' MivH Ahluwdiw. Chii’t iCKtxnjiivv. 

MAKG> lonkf<inu' Ini^nd ol 
\ 'AimI 1 ;4diriri’ Uk ldo( thni i>* Hk* 
I i‘nw\ aixJ r« si‘i«rnfi« thjit hi' jf^HU’rales 
InrauM* ti( his hifcjvpfohti' liU-style. 
ve>' iiK'liidinx Ills brenkhists wnh Um' 
; TruiK' Minister—can deAixi hint fnmi 
[ \^halcvcr u is that he wants to d<>. He is 
1 driven, like sttne devil til an engine, !«' 
[ lus desires «iiiH his heMs.*' 

*1 think I iiv\ ii fnoi niy nitMher". says 
, I'adanisec. '*1 liave this mibilitv to setlk* 
■ lor k*ss. ildrivcsHH* all thi* talk* I'm 
! irsiless. I sleep six hours a night. I’m 
jilwavs rcMsing things. lo’H'fi 
1 prove 1 hem. 'Hits restlessness inamlests 
iri inv |M'is/>rKiI iile too. I need 
di:in«e,’’ 

Has AktjW el'cf sp«ikeii U» \'>u 
.iNhii Kohin,'' lierson <h« Cunh«. 
I he nvtn whom Alyciuc '>u»*cc‘e<ks) as 

M -- 


Chtef Exvcuiive. I>d Cunha himself has I 
moved into new pastures* a stint with | 
UMCKK m Ura/il, and presently with 
the UN in Itelhi, ’'Kobbv M/as i^ytjue's | 
older hroOk^r. an exlraordinarv char^n • | 
ter. Ky the time he passed away, at tiv I 
young age ot 24. ho had i hanged th(« lat'e 
(4 ilk' wav tiociry was being wntlen in 
HoRihav. made liis imrk in the woild <4 ' 
art. and lounded tlie I'heatre (troup, . 
Ikibbv’s dt^alh throw a long sfi.idow mi i 
the fanuK'. and I think it letl tti Alvquc ui j 
tak(’ over Ins mantle Alvtine did what Ik* | 
oouk* I thriik lyobhv’s death lus always . 
been a kev imun m Alvques Me,' 
About his own rdalMinship with : 
I^acUiiiMT. Gerwm sjiys. "Its aiwavs 
been .i sJraofti* laie. He \us. in a s«*nsi«. | 
always been one step ht hind You kniiw, i 
for tosiance. I gfit hmi his In si joiim i 
advertMOg with J, SValier HionipsiMi | 
YS lien J kli Untiis as (.hiel l.\- enlivi*, 
tht^re was imi (hMilu m mv mind iliai 
Alygue loukl take owi In^n me—ami I 
4k» a lar U*Uer yit) ihao l->aii<l I have , 
Ikvn vindkaled. S) in ii sense. In's 
always siHn*eeded iik' And lei, it is ) 
wIki draw a kd o| strength Irom the 
rxitlaHtshiiJ. Itirrr is always a iKxd in 
Ik* one stef» alKsid to live up to his 
standirds!*' 

Hul i'>en ti<’isrMi mils I’atlaniwe 
"KjdH'OAisI)' auiiHtalK' js liir back as ; 
I1«H, I naiienilKT, jokes aisjut Alv'iue 
being (hhJ were dcang the loumls in the 
Thk'alre (iroitp,'' 

I 

T f* Ik* siirt*. It tcK»k iMk ims'iing with | 
Kwhard AtteiibonAiyli, Un Alvt^iie ' 
to Imd the role ot Jinnah in (Ik* nunic I 
(itViUh ’Whs ftie^* Afv*que s^ivs Ik* 
enquin*d «>( the {iirerl<»r. "liecausc* you | 
are an aiiUktal'. wab the a Ik* god «iu** | 
emet repiv. 

"lUil J lot of It IS an act,” siys 
I'adamsck*. "I enjoy power. Hut I al:u» i 
act tiss way often because it ja*ls things 
dune. 1 see so many v<*ung pisiple m 
H«nbav. iu> much talented energy, so 
mut'h mindk'sstiess-u certain kick id 
fiH'US If ihes(* young pes^*,“ he says, 
referring totliv hoiTnofK -dnvvr youth of 
(tomboy and lH.*lhi.‘have a leader whom 
they can lixik up l(<—respect—flunk of 
how* much c«^ be dune. Surely there’s 
more meaning to life than liaving a great 
tune. 1 mean, there's (M)ihmg wrong in 
havtitg A greal time— but cverwjne Ims 
purpose for being Itrre ” 

I‘adam5ee’s purpose was theatre. A» 
a buy. he recnlht po«i>uig ihrough the 
skylight at his wcll'fiimi^hed artcesiral 
home, KulsuinTc’rrace ni Colaba. at his 
bruther's productions. The cream uf 
Bombay's ynuih. swathed m hi^ 
muther's curtains, rehearsing Mji W-th 
No bug Mes harder than the theatre 

Oneriv >•« 







bug. And Padanises: was bitten eart>’m. 
' ( ant esR4'f>tially a ihratre man." Jh* 
says. And I bnni? my iheaCrc enpen* 
ence to everythinR <(•?<' I d<*- Lmtas, 
public service advert isinK, whau*vcf." 

Cerlainly. (bore is a {'omniitnierH to 
wuzk. that on)>' a wuutri 

recoKnis<v P<Ktamsc^» dot's not hvt' bhc 
tht* Chief Kkeiutisx* til India’s biriji’si 
aKency. You imwr see him heinu isined 
at Ihe city’s five-star wait'rmjj boJes. his 
inanrK'i is det’idcdlv un^iuffv, and his 
house rontams nt»ik' of ihi* lr.i(ii)iTij(s i4 
hib bnxHvi/tih sut’cess. He sei'ins sur* 
prised wlieri you even |x»nl this oui 
*‘We (MJsh aruiiiKf ilie funntiire each 
evening, for relu arsiils." h** wvs ol Ins 
living MM HIV "I’ve iii>tinH lor ihmps like 
this." Sbarona.^ lie seem tok'ad simpk' 
lives, devoted wholK in I heir work, 
arduiius lehenisaJs. hack hreukiiiK 
lours. N|>eci.i<ubr shows Kveryihmi: 
i’onnecU'd wiih ihe st<i>^ni{ of pins 
In II way. fi'T l‘adanis<’e. ilie.iiri' is 
lilt*. Kverylhirit! else kfrows i»ut ol h. It 
has sup|iUntc<f .imhitHin. It ha* ini'! 
taken v<K*ation, [\ is sunoyi.iiv l«<(ndy "I 
«ee my life ui tenr.t i>f no iikiys’ he 
MiyS' "Mv children. iiiam'iiR's. ihev’re 
ad dotted m plays. Slia/’cin. iiiv d lUKhlef. 
for instant r. is a Yiro/jhalw . In/esus 
CTir/sf Sopervf.ir I rcinetuner reAs* 
coveniiK inv y«)uili. \ was in inv loriMs. 
when into mv mothtT s diaivjnit nirjni 
I where wk' were retu'ari^HiK, swept this 
whole Seveiiivs hip()v movenw'nt. Kach 
cv^nin^ .itter rehearsals, euiiars would 
b(> pulled <»ut. siHiieone would slarl 
sin 2 iri»j. son leoTie would bUn (kiucmp. It 
was an incredibh* iinw 
And ii l^‘ 1 <lamsts: ii nds ro druw 
ansind him his enpre casi and t rew, as 
lamilv, ihi* re verst* has nkso Ihs'H iriK* 
Kis family has mamt'd and reniarned 
into theatre, so vou can’t oMt'n neiiarHle 
whal came first- (he l'i'd^nTis<'i'^ or 
Iheatn*. h’or instaixt'. three ol his sjs 
lets marned cekbrated thi'arre film 

K Tsonalitii’s: Alkazi. the loaridor tht 
ationalS«'h(H)t<>l I Hama. IMhi. iHryt h 
JeWnes Ilje li^btinfi expert and 
Hamid Sayaix. are .71! brothers in law. 
Then there’s ex-w'ile Pearl Padamsee. a 
rcspei ted stage .md llieatre a^'tress and 
director herself. Kecently. dmi^ler 
Nael has niso taken to directtrvu. arid ol 
course, there are nvera, nephews 
cousins. stepcIaWrcn. all invilived with 
the sijigmg of piays. 
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FnquentbrMktet MMtfiip 
iwtwMfl he fM mM of Mbn 
ihowteaiirf the Prime W n bto f 
hm raM tyibrowi. People 
worrier tfPiteHMwidmek 
hit temM )ob for the boi^ 
thrflofmtahjMnf 




No one who ha« nM*t |‘a(biiiset*’s 
n«dlM*r. tiv Liir KuKumlni could m*r 
lor get the stetiu ci>nlKli'ni wonnn wIki 
presided wtlli I'onipkic* dtgnitv ovtn (Ik' 
lanidv at KnKuni 1’eriiKX*. "I I was a 
diamaiK laniily W** wt*n* all vt^ry itH nt' 
rvrfl And I rrmeinlx'r iiiv tatlici. a very 
i|Ute 1 man. savoig i«’m' wim \ ii'rak'd 
to fly oti Ihe handh'- and Al>t|ue’s 
fealuiey imoK'diaieh' agi*. his «k 4X^I 
takes «n a Kuti'hi nke— ^Now don’t do a 
drama in mv huusr '* 

Pa{l;»ns(’i’ hmiseH. as a lather, is 
more lhi%.ire<ork*Med. Whi'fi Im< eldesi 
daughin Kivl. was iKUtmg her theatre 
debut in her 
nHither'v inusical 
(iitdsfjrif. albeit m a 
small rok'. Alvque 
avoided an awk 
ward sihatkin with 
his eX'Wili* by 
sivakmg m bAck> 
stage helore the 
slk>vr. and perso 
rully lapitiK untn 
(hi* wall i t>uge 


pi»s 1 i*i linbUvak'd 
with Ihe legend 


L. 


"A star IS btirn’’* the gesliii*' ivj>n.i1h 
dramatic hut also ivph'allv suui t* .ov 
pft'SSing a father's pnrh' and lov ,m I'lr 
torch being p.l^.HCl^ on. Will: lie. 
Quaasar. now living with his iiiulH t. 
siagi* ailress and TV aiUNiuiiiot M«r)h 
Ttiakore. he si tares a w.iiin Inemiship. 
aislcach day, lor an hour. Ik* glve^ his .ill 
to hi» one veai old dauglUei Shaxa.in 
Ilk* offspring rW his rnamagi* lo SIwuon 
**l ni*vcr take anything lot gyHnt«*d'. 
MVS Hadamik'e. ' not my sut iess, luit 
ni> relit*WM. mil niy relationsliip with 
jk'ot'^’ Keen in inv relationship with 
ShHMin, I give it my all. dn things <iili<*j 
lusbjnds w’cHiktn’i holhi*r doing. I get 
t< ilaRy mix ilw'd Wb<*ti I n i w it h Shazaai i. 
I tkiu't ih<‘i*si*pare with Iwr. I'm lotHlIy 
llwre," 

I ti U l. so mvirfved dvK*« hidatiiM*<* gin 
with tilings, thai Iv sclemaflv late, "f 
aiMlVM*it It fiTii* day. I asked i)i>' seitel* 
an' win I WHS .ilways kiu* |(»r ;>p|Kunl* 
riimis AikI she said, Mi hidiinisce, 
vou get so involveil m wIihM vet nieeling 
ynu’re m. that vihi oveislioof it by an 
hour. thv*n vnu’ie laie tor llw next 
OH'elmg. Hikl lT<Hn Tlicte y^ni go on iind 
on.’ I (iieHii, t.'ike today for exampk'. a 
Aabott'r 1 Hunk I H|K‘nt nvire eiwigy 
during the iMitoniirinre Own <7ny ol the 
actors. ” 

Coupled wiih fhi« obsv'ssKinal involve* 
iik'nl comes a niHn 
ic eve lor del ail and 
organisation. Sayw 
Tiloo Ahluwalia, 
‘When you ihmk of 
the number ol 
things that AJyitue 
does • and h( d«'S 
a vt*rv great dc'^l • 
ofH’ IS struck bv 
how orgamsed he 
really is. He tinds 
the time to do 


Ut 












1 rni’iiri 
Jn. ’' In A 
tJ II- rt'** Ml 


cvcryihinii 

V'lldlllK Ul pi'npJc, 

k((M<l fni’iKl. niiH)nu'>i ;iQ 
ireJiWc ' 

’A U'W iiHinUis Im mhii$i»i»’', “I 
ImcI wll«it lo«>k< rj Irkr •Ml Mll.u h <»( 

lie (|e>^riMii*(l (hmI kiviu« 

when* ;mhI like llii* exi r llriii llir-.t1u' 
dircitur (kii >h' k t'Kik riM>i iIh t iHiu' 
shllW SUIIMlfMlMI^ 1 )h* ikHlul, 

WIlMl VMt plIicAV I '.ImmiH IINt*. evi’h 

wIlHC’ till’ Il'Il’plnMH vSeKilil |i4.k ••<! 

TIU'. dllll’ IS Vkltll kl‘'p. I'rfclMIMM't' 
niniiiiiKliki*.11 Ml tMi.iI hiI Imi hHi( IIIlinx 
un(y|iiiMi niliti*|i('i hvr iihmmI iIpi I\v 
rau^Ht liitii ui. sKirp li .iruii’s luni 
wistiul. Tin’ I'VV:. Ilut lOli UkI i hills 
(kmri a v<iiin>t .m icit i>r csi i ihiir s sjtne 

are iKiw hMikiiii! iiiU»,i {)ev}n’i m’H. Vail 
nil nun h.ippv Mhik’ iu’ lhes'\ he says. 

*1 ildii I kniivi it any Iiiiiimii lieirip knows 
haiipriu’ss SaiislaUHin, vi’s, Unes 
satisfiM lion in kiMiwm»j llul vnu le ilnMe 
<M k’ss aehM’ved i^Imi vouiI m’I iHir in 
(jn " AikI IKIU lOllH S IIh’ |M>s1II\| Iy 
UM l*aiJaiiisri si :r. im iii. “I'ni jusi as 
vuhii'nihli' l«» l.iiluie as Ik* iH’Xi rikui 
iVrhapH/’lr si^h>.' I hadn i i.isUnI so 
iiiurh siHivss, I wiHiUIn I In s<* imiNl of 
hiiliirt’ ” 

Jli radainsi'o’s liriKlquaru rs, «il i.m 
lus. iVniilxn, siKitss h.is irnm’ in sinh 
voluiiii’. til'll It ti^is ?vi*n hn’kerl .iwav fl) 

^•fon Prtbn«s«f tntf Horn Drsuvtis rxna n ing foi Alygvs 
PldSmsM* IC#6sfsr pssilonsodlMnnnKv 



nqjIxMrdx and iftrKif't'd. The Kaftde of 
awaids (erlirH'aieN accolades lhai Lki* 
las Ixtb carried is ualhenne I'ohwebs in 
v’.iisHis o inters of Ihe ufAce. llw mes* 
s.ipi’ IS I'lcar (<» rK. Don't rest on past 
hurels tji’l >in wHh (be job. 

UIhmi iVlaiiixci* took over Unias 
iKsii (»erson da Cunha. it was a K»lf> 
(lore ((siifuny. 1'oday i( k nearer the 
Rs croTv hisure. More speclacular 
has been the recoKislirjo it has won for 
Its work, here and abroad. ''We are in 
iIk’ Inisim’ss of perpetual inK nor private 
laiiiasH’s <jn the public/' says l*adamsee 
<jf las pnifessMMi. Take (Ik* Linl cam¬ 
paign whk’h liad Lhts jnri cavomne in a 
waicTfaU 11iai was one of my fantasies. 
li worked, perhaps bm’ausr u locked a 
vnth like laniasK’s <if a M of uher 
people, llkii Labtqji. for ui.unce. '’ he 
says, descrihinp the siraight'talking 
housewife who plucs delerseni. "she's 
based <m my motlier’s common sense 
appr^Mi'h to tlniigs. In fact, the way she 
talks K eUN'tlv hke m> riHithei/' 

T l>e thing about l'adams<*e ts that he 
IS alway^ Niraming to find undiseo* 
wred asscAiaiHHis. the bnhage between 
things, lh(' iTf’alive sohiiKin. “I remem* 
hi*r when we kid the ai’count <if ifu* Kinl 
NaiMMial CHy liank of New York", says 
da V'unh^ "Now ihis was ai the days, 
when afl hardcs had this rsdi* 
eukiux system where they 
gave you tokens and you had 
|4» wait m a long C|ueuv (o 
coMeii your money. Citibank 
cbd away with al of that. 
I'hey came up with this sys* 
teni where they pnnled the 
chent's name tm every che* 
que l^adaimwc came up with 
a brdhaiit campaign. U was 
based SAgdy on the premise 
that ChiIw^ was the* only 
bank to treat you fake a >'1P— 
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we pnm your name on every cheque!" 

"Or consider his rendering of I fie play 
Marar''Sadc*. *' cun tmue s d a Cu nha, 
"which, m my opmion, wnn tar belt<’r 
tlian Ihc Aldwych 'ItieaiTe s prodocboti. 
Atyquc deckk'd to stage ti in tlie pit of 
the theatre at Si XavKr's, with the 
audience seated in the boxes and gallery 
above, f iiran. the audien^'e looked 
down on the actors, who were separated 
from Iheni by a safely rwt. 'J'he [^y was 
set in a lunatic asylum, and he had 
rreaterl This respectful rbslanre between 
the pbyers and the audience He is 
always finding creative solutions to prob¬ 
lems." says da Cunha. 

Examples of this kind abound in 
Padamsee's career both as director and 
as adman 1'o bring home the immediacy 
of domestic violence he staged Thv 
^athday i^rty in his parent’s bving 
room. In Tarantuin Tanzi a play about 
women's oppression, depicted through 
the hfe of a female wrestler, the entire 
play was staged in a wrestling ring. To 
queU criticism from conservative Christ¬ 
ians about bis staging of /e.sus Chhat 
Superstar, he began Ihe play vnth an 
mvocation to Mother Mary, and ended 
writh an "Our Father'. and to create a 
setting for the coronation of the young 
Tu^iUk, Padnmsec began his play with 
a kuKlothed Kabir Hedi. being dressed 
on stage, before tus audience's eyes. 

Recently, at the prea» launch of the 
Kawasaki Baja) motorcycle in a city 
hotel, the spectacle was sheer Padam* 
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see, sheer theaire. “TtH- sudK*ft<'e 
walchv<i a screen 'tn whKh ihrv *4W a 
liny iretlorcycle nl a dii^iancc, yuadilv 
flpprc»dch»n*t ibcin; they heard ihe 
nxrtorbike re win* its enjones -then 
suddenly, the hike became kle*side un 
screen, a real bike, wUh rider, smashed 
lhn>UKh the screen, on lo Ibe aodierK e. 
The effeci was slumunR. lh<* i)f**5S weni 
berserk, and rhert was spoiuantuus 
applause." 

B ut 10 rnany peuple, whatever 
k’adamsee does seems lo be glib, a 
bit loo clever by half. The creaUve 
sokiiions seem not so much crealive as 
gmunicky. These people are Ihe crabs 
Padinsee refers to. waiting lo daw off a 
tendril, chew up a repuialion. pun him 
down. }lis preoccupiions, selling soap or 
sUgbig musicals, seem trivial, Si^wrfi- 
cial "Most pffiple don't even know that 
1 have a career as a director of plays m 
vernacular languages- I've done Shishon 
Ke Khiione, ^ Sansar, Apta Panvir 
(a translation of Mitar's All My Sons) 
Mato Dads, (a Hindi adaptalion of AU Ihe 
King's Men.) Bui the crilks only see 

EngUsii pUys, So they're nX evvn aware 

o< my woA hi Hindi or Gi^arati. 

Padamsee’s critics may dismiss his 
plays as iheaincHl and gBwnicky, ^ 
career in advertising as ^wy . But 
only a diehard cynk can not recogruae 
the smceniy in his latest obsession; 
public service advertising. 

In (he eirly Eighlice, the Year of Ihe 


[)isabWd, l^ademsee vuhiiUardy made a 
lihri on the subject. It was a touching 
lihii. A btile dnw^ her mother, 
lather and hersei, Thtii. she rubs oui 
licf )e>&—and a voice-over ger.Uy ex¬ 
plains that what ihe disabled ni'ed a not 
but undersuiKtoig, Ihy fikn went on 
lO'wm the iniematiovMl Ckn Ward for 
the wurld*> best film on public servn'e. 
Sac then many public r*iu and awards 
have fUhiwed In 19H3 he won the 
InicrratHin^ A&swiaikir Award for la^ 
anil-dowry ton. In IW4 ho won the I*nx 
National Award at tlie Cannes Kdm 
Festival for his fdin un bnidy planning. In 
he won Om.' Cotrmiuiucalnr of the 
Year Award, and in 1W7 he wttn the Cbo 
Award as wed as the Lmtas Golden 
Pened Award for his anti canu^ Aba 

But back home, reactkuis haven't 
rfhvays been so cungntulalury. Audi¬ 
ences watching h& anti-dowry ton have 
erupted wnh shouts of "Turn toun ho. 
brdnewafafiV' And foe Ms anti-termrist 
Aba Duurdarshan has simply said. "No 
th»tk yoa it's a bit loo strong for our 
screens-" 

"if we do possess the skills to markei 
maps and detergents, we mifdil as weD 
use them to communicate an idea and 
not a product" says Fadamsee- "I look 
the idea to my board of director, at 
Lintss. who 1 must say. have been 
exiraofdBtanly supportive. We creaied a 
new cel at Unas, that deah spedficaliy 
with pubke service advertismg We al 
ulk about helpmg good causes. Most of 


us WTiie cheques nr buv UNICEF « ;iid;4. 
But in my opmkHi, thai s wnting oil ihr 
problem When ynu involve yoossell 
vnlh a teobhrm ar a deeper Ux ? iMil's 
when you beconw pan of the siAition" 

Fadainsee's coninutmeni to public 
service adverirsmg » ToIhI, It has Ih< 
come, bke all things I>e diH's, an i xteii 
Mxi of Ms bfc. For msiaiHe. a brush 
with near-blindness resulted m a haun- 
tingly evocative fihn on helping the blind. 

A romp whh his Miby dau>ditcr result'd 
in a gentle ton. iMit invokes faihers in 
Into to pr<iteri their dnughter» in 
leresu by refusing lo jpve dowry, 'l itled 
A XteygftfefV Hest Fritnd. it pf«g*< u a 
message lhai is touching and yet 
pointed. 

"[ was at a aemirur ui Ihme at the 
FTJI wlwti a visiMy shaken middleaged 
man approached me with learn hni eyes. 
He had. he said, gild agreed tn nury off 
Ms dughier vnth dowry. And now hi» was 
so disturbed about Ihe decision." 

TMs IS typicai ul f^adainst^e. Ghb 
Ihuogh he might be tgimmicky is how 
Ms cniici dismiss him), somehenv in 
theatre, pubbe service tons or in adver- 
ining. he seisms able to make axi impact 
on audiences and pcuple. make a 
change. His ideas can make snaps move, 
musicah run and generate thought. 

WMch bnngs us t<» the question on 
everyone's Whin's gouig on with all 
those breakfast iiK*e lings hclween Ibe 
Arst man of Indian showbia and llie 
Prime Minister? Fur once, I'adamsee is 
n-in'ent. “As I've said bi^fore. I fuund 
Ihe FM a man who genuinely hstened. 
He asked me about Tanu.v, whetlwr it 
was righl lo show it on 1*V. He seemed 
cciocenied with answers that weren’t 
safe. It was a dialugui* tlial was pr^uc- 
Live. \ said llial Tanurs tod llie 
bravest tMng Doordarshaii had done m 
ks enure existence. Later, 1 kiund 
programmes like the Bulors one. gning 
even fiirthcr," says Fadam-sce. 

Anl what of Ms mvulvemeni? Is he 
too going to bu-seduced intu chucking his 
boxwatoh jt*. for the heady thrill of 
nation building? ‘ I don't know.' he says, 
"certaddy 1 would love to be involved in 
building somelMng larger—but right 
now I’m involved m my next project—a 
feature Aim in Hindi on Natk»nal Integra¬ 
tion " 

So at 57. Atyque Padamsee is getlmg 
ready toenter yet another field. Perhaps 
yet another feaihec ui liu cap. <mc more 
profccl for his tans to throng io, for his 
cntics to carp about. 

Bui fa* Padamsee all this doesn't 
mailer. It's just one mae thing that the 
furce that drives hin. requires him to 
do. 
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BUSINESS 


TAI'AS 


Blueprint to stay No. 1 

The cowiuy's lur\*fst indusirUd home draws up an amhitious Rs f)JHH)-cyore 

cxpunsitm plan 


I n llii’ wmiM 'll h\\i Hkdiistiv it >s ma* 

ifuil in.ilirrs .inci tlw' i.nr lol llw* 
IKiMiiims I* .'ilw.iV'' irlrH!li''i> IIh* 
Uitlsr til |,it;iJMi| |>HhMMsri>f KirU. ItU' 
lr<idilMi<Ml mI IrKlkm iiKttisirv, 

luvruvi't ilu' vtMr'i iiLiiirM <Uht'ii tnrpo 
nito srhriiins wMh :im vm- 'Mi 

iIm* iiiriXtiiKs. AimI ihi^ lus in 

IMti’tOsItnu swihk!'' IvlVn'll ilv >W(i 

^T'lups Ini itu* lirsi iKMiMin Thi' r.Hv 
lus <iiilv lioitiT Atih iIm rnijv *4 
K{'Ii;iihi* liHlii'ilrM «<in tlx< '•irir 
kl^ in .1 skill IM 'Kid |Hls|HiJ Ms W.IV Ilk 

till* third sbi iiii*^ IS f>ri*;ithin^ chmti thi’ 
m*( ks nf tIh> T.ilns ,iikI tlM* JhrLis It k 
tint withinil iiMsitii tlkit iIh' I'litiis tlv 
in ti’iiiis Ilf nw'is .iik) 

_ __ 

- — - \ 






n 


■I 


liriilil.dwliiv in MW7 luvr «iui u 

nMMii rk|ian''H)fl |iLin Id 4ImmI nl 
K('lbin<*r mIm h kis in rtfrti^l ^ '«^<ii« hiiikS 

M l pi<i (S IM i*riW*th i;il<* rliifiii^ 

K7 tin* iHkHHM in tin* (rKli.iii itM|Kii.iU’ 

AfHl lum fire* tin* T.il.is<liiini! it' lh''i 

Is ji I nisi atilt'Ilf iHH* I'nlJtiiiiiiuinv TaC;i 

<lH*iiik.<|s Ijd (TCI >. .Ai Us lH*.Mli|iMr 
•li*is ui Kfnkitxif in i isisl.ii nnttli (iiiMrni. 
llif'K* ts .1 ' «lu*aiii (•■Mir Hhi'it* nuiu- 
hi'iv<i| iIk* 1 c I. faimk ilMlh <nil (M'Mn is 
It It iJx* hnurt*. Mk* Kk'xs (ln*iHiM ui» in 
IIhs rtHHii hakt' ntMk* TCl. Iht* liruc*'! 
MKiiKiinn Imsk i'Ih*iihi.iIs ^taiifili’S 'Vast 
«>l I Ik* >uiv" whH It IS alxHit lo ktuiK li a 
missive Ks ifltiwih pn*K- 

raiiHitt* Kill r<Ha ClMitHiMls is niM IIh* 
iMiJv t'4riii|Mriv in wkil is <.111111 iIm* 

«'MniiHHi«i*<ilili id ’I'.it.i Knivr|inst's, 
with lotnl MHM'ts «i| Ks TIC^I ii«irvs, 

Vt'lkHh is IXMMiJ IlM .1 ItilsMM* KrtiWlh 

JIm* rii4.f(’>Mlv mM’s1nH*n( nf iIm* l .iia 

(*111111(1' III .ind ftiiurt* prnitHis is 

olinvtli’d IoIm’ well a iih<i|i|Mim Ks 

fi.niJii (((Jivs! AihI this ftKiirt* is vxihi 
Hixx* of h(H(’l |iri»Kn1s llkrt the Kr«iiqi lus 
l;ili(*fi up III ihv SiVKi I’non. 

'Ilu* fkijfsinp tiMn|hinv, nnd 

InKk 'IVk‘11 have always h****!! I lie 
pndv i4 ihv vnipirv. 1W<t I his a Ks 
l.iKMi-rtocv exp>in.sinn proRsi wl.K’h 
fifMlIv Mins at malmu stt‘i'1 bv nsinc 
OomMy HeuM. (Mnnlng KtiMd 
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Id snvv'Mi sr.iuv i('SDiitk'i*s like 
vti.il nid n.iiiiral i;<is IVli'o h;is 

viiitMrkcd on .« K^ .riit rron* vxiMiisinn 
(irri^x’t ivliM'h svill vM.ihk ii to maki* ihv 
oiunin’s Inst fiilli iiuli^sihiij'. auto 

lIHllMk* 

VViili iIh' ... jiiivans.ition fd 

|k>wx'r iivricr.ilKMi i**Kl iiuin siato «mv* 
(Miini*nls kts'ii 1(1 h*l llif iiniiiii svrtni 
S(*l up |.Hivvri slaliitrio. rlir Tali k'dl'K' 
Coni|i;inH*s ;<nd its sMhsKkinru, Ihi* 
r.iU Mythirl''li*iTin I'oisi i Snpplvlfi., 

IIh* a ndlii .1 \'aBi*v I '• wt • r Siij)jilv 
Co. .ind iIm* r.ii < K'luvi C(u *0- |hiisi*iI 
brew mini dt-vdiqmieius faiiis|M*il|iiii, 
(oi insiaihv, ulH*h’ the sjnaulmn 'l;M,t 
Sli'i’l •onipli'x IS kanlixl. is s|ars<*(l cil 
{■(Her Ihvaiiv nl tin* Maiii<H|,ir Valiev 
i >M|n»nitHiirsMhs(t'.idvi;en«*iainjn. Tata 
blviUv ni;iv pii> np a TaKi MW ilHniiiil 
sixiKMi .ii .in vstinviidl i osl nf Ks 
ir<m*s, HTXl dx invi slincnt riviy u i’ll be 
over Ks IJNN) itorvs m um they are 
aQnwvd !<• |hi 1 up iwn siiib sialinns 

Kill (hi* most vxiitinu dcvdntum'nis 
in (Ih* (itPHip rs vx|)vi'U*d lo iniin* Irom 
Tal'i (h<*imv<l> s|N*iirfM*ad(‘d hy ihair 
imn ItariKin S*lh. .Apiirl Iroin iiny;(MnK 
priiR’ctb wiMlh Ks inn vrori’s, TaUi 
Cheimals is nvikini' ii ftrrjv int<r livlds as 
diwrsc as fertilisers and refint'nes. '\'\w 
Kanvd refinery, whiih I he ioni|Kiny will 
put ui> >Hndy with the Induin Oil Cor* 
poration. is the first colkiKrr.ilKin ol this 
type in the imintry. I'he Soviet Union 
will hi' proMdme Shell leehmHiiKy 
tliriniidt liceiiAt'c. CdinhustKm lin* 
f;ini*enn}i;, ITie Tatas and Indian (Id will 
have nn equal <^> (ler lent shar** of the 
Ks 2Jl-en>re equity. The only hileh at the 
nvmenl is tiK* delay m Tielting up the 
Tala* Indian OtI Kefincnes Ltd which will 
put iq> tiK refinery, as iurni.ll appiuval 
under the Lompumes Act an well as 
MKTH «learaiKc are yd it> come 
Ihruiij^ Tala Lhenii.''nk)iae 
fitf settinit up a Ks 6f)-c:rore LAB project 
at Kantdl wiih a htMUiMom* (upacity. 

fata Tea. another amipany under 
llarlttn Seth and flush with funds, has 
prepared a.Ks 3un*crure diversiflcation 
prof^ramnte. It Itad r(*(*entfy made a 
sirons bid for IKM'a Kola complex but 
faded lo pull n off ultimately. 


■UHMV »- 1 | BMW * 





Whilo .Si'ih .mii ntlM 1 :irr 

dTroiniiis lip nH kiiHls <,\ tn.ii<>r 

sinns niid pniicus uhk h vmI| [.«*»'p tU- 

I atii ciiipiu- :ihcM0 .if iIk> .hIht 

rht^rr uTv alsu \uuu\ fmulU s .vIikIi nt.i\ 
Uin) some at ihi rn iirti. h-id rtn iHhv As 
Si*t}i txxTiU mu ilk'i M .imhiii.kis 
plans hi sri up a slJUt* o| the art Cihuihi 
iiT Aided iM'sitfii, KhtUNk*! 

iiiK aiid Maiw*femi>hl tciicre ic \k 
DKM) at Mnh;i|>in wlin h w,»s emi'aiyd 
h> rank ahiniiK (he Ik vi ni tk> m mid hi 
tiH' iliemtcnl iiiduslri. Ihu tiv |>lm 
sUlkTrd H k as (he imthirl ol i\w 
iiiirinfr.imr (onipuin 

kpprtived hv (he ... eltslm 

1111*$^ was slif*l diiwn bv lU* <.ap)i,il 
(imids bli|Ha| CiMiuiiilliT 

In (iiul i( i» fiiiiNke Ibai 

Will nvittrr. Him iniK h tk ks njHNi 

('riir»< invi'siMH'nt will u*m' Imk» rik* 
fain I'ofleK uikI km rmiHi «ill k- 
cmdihtiU’d by (hr luiarH mI nishluiHHis iv 
iini vin kiKmii And dkii is 

iinpi>MdeiaMe uiwn tk' stale <il ik' 

.a|iilahii,irkel, Kor iMarKf, T;i(a Kiii 
UsiTs* kid «»fore IP I < 1 h pLiii' iarkn tins 
year in rais*' resmu i s nuirely (nnu ik* 
iiKirkel As Sv\U. wki i tk' i liainiwii k 


' Th^mostexdtif^ development m 
Jhe jroup ii expected to com from 
I TitoChemicetispei rheodid^ 

I chaifmen IkAm Seth. Apirt Um 

' Tito^hemicab it maluiga 
I f^intonottM diverse as 
ferliisen «id refineries 


! (Ins I'lih^Mtiy Um). I (lid shnrrk defers. 
I Th^ market cx>ndiiH ms duiiiMisi sliat ply 

! 'ni Uiv wnrsc and vour dimlofs ttuHid rt 
; prudenl In rcdcsiyni the (nwini'inii: pkin*' 
The ininpanv fiiuR)' a|>k>licd In llie 
I Industrial IVvelnpmenl Ikiik n( Irnlu 
(IDBI) kr a mp(‘e loan n( Ks vtna's 
arid a rureiR]! excliantee kMn of K» 
emres. 

I Whatever be die hurdk^. ihciT k n<j 
I denyinti tlie lact (lie Tata Krnup has 
I chalked <nn an ainbilinus expansHMi |4m 
which w.Kild und'HiNedly pul it in uti 
^ UiM»uJrtbk: jKiMliun as (lie cuunlry’s 
j No. I tndustrvil Ikiusc'. ^itd by Ihe l«m' 

' Ihp cruwii priw nl the mipire, the 
I pattx'ian Kalan lata. sn» n the ihnir 
now uci:upied by I he r^dnublaUe J. K. I). 
Tata. Ik may be prv^idinR over (he 
lamest Indbm indual rul cbnjElohMTaie by 
far. 

Olfi Teltofewihey 




rnA ExroR I 


A winning package 

Ifw 'it'll /hnird uifKs fiuntfus Wcsfcr/i fvftiil t‘luiins fit rran tr 

hnt i»nmini 


T Ih' w«4ld‘s l.lt»ie>t lea pi««Ukef is 
ki(iih>: ii» r*>i ive ik* fLu^cinit ev^sHt 
i*aniu»t|s ilii'i vtMf wiili a spiritd thrust 
to hikd* ^.lkM sKhkHl u\%< A nsvnl 
aUeinpi U» iNiniMe e\|kiii. ol hip4i- 
v.ihn* tea hjs re^iUssI m sestj.il iivh kin* 
flijt tn' iiirs in SNic itjiliiHHMl Kui(i|ran 
m.irJiHs. lliiji ijreakihctHiph was le 
IHirti'd l>v a liHir* member lialiaii tea 
th*k*Kalii«. k-d hv lea Iki.ud chwiiiviM 
I K K liiiMlIii. wHhIi ius jttM leUinK'fl 
Ik HI I a iirixhtilHinal hiui nl IVAuhI. West 
t»en 11.11 IV. Krnike an*! K'Hpum \^w 

cnei jI AmsieKUn, 

h">, Indivuss Ilk’ |itns|r. (h m pi .him it 
ihtf IlHkin lea in Hie Netk’tLnirK 
’llw nlifinlive <>l (his e)M’iiis(« w.’ik 
in’ll hlid.’ >jvs Tnpalk. "Il was .m 
:iUeiii|M 1*1 find .ml fpst kind, ilr Usles 
urh\ imderrmes .4 ihc* Kiir«Hti*.<n 
siJiiHT aiHl t*i t’Vrilve n slrali ^v hn iIm 
pfiHiHiiNjn .ri hidtin kaml^ ihes*' 

.. Tinwthi extimts fuillrr. 

“We luive iksKted Ikil lk* nrdv w.ii 
IwIm tan imrisw’ ds share m (U’ra* 
nstrkH« IS (<i anan^e im* tips dir«s tlv 
k'lw'is’fi potenti.i] i&nkel tea ex|i)itters 
m ltHli.1 niHi iiupH 4le]i,n1riH’iil.il. Iwuk mi 
K uropi’ llie allvnifil is le.iBy lucKvile 
iMir own iibirket and estnlAsh j rfasiux t 
Mknlitv iind brand cons«*KJsness loi 
(ndi.in lea. ' 

n«’ iHsh-powiTetl team «.iiii|»r»sin*t. 
besak’s Tn|ia 1 hi, K S. Iks>(^n. . Iviir* 


I rnan. fiHkiii Ten .Asstu pUm. H. liii/nrtt 
I .kHMiun. H,ii> elwiij rbiileru* Assikin- 

(hin. atMl M t’hiiMiy. presnlent. Tea 
I^Nkelivls AssiriiitHin. Ii.is notched up 

nxulesl siku’ss,.v .hhI s^nernl lie uj>s 
willi iiLipM I ham shiK'sai*' m tk’ nflinit. 

<H lk' sikeess siorHs. the tunsT 
sjHsl.u lAii one Is tk* IK npi'Tileied mU.j 
k’(u'(«ifi Jkiu.in Akpo l.rd and lUiieiids 

"I Tk’ NetherLuid*. a ... telarJ i kiin 

mik’t 1 his nrdi’r IS ekpe.hsj |o vield .m 

I’xtNHi iMrnm^ oj | • mill. (jmeh 

Hu'kk’ts.K Ks milkin dutnuttk’ 
unieiH finaiHi.d vear 

hor Huncaris uhI oik*r indiar) tea 
e\|i.MUts, lk’ e.xMtin« haKiHjx (k up 
hits amu' iifler nxintlis iit lK*c(h', k himl’ 
Ik k’eiK’s ai'tivuv. hir inshnxi', Ihe 
Tea Ikmrd kul to hnk nul a iskiI Ks 111 
Uklis in hiieipn i x.luiiKi’ loi a inaiket 
suivev in Hm' NeflH’rl.ili(ls pien lo 
sikinuK on Ik- ikillecl Ihk’ ,is Kai cihIs had 
iii.Hk’ il vihkIiIioimI ihal ii W'^mld enter 
(1h’ Ih’ up milv il A iikirtiet suivev ul 
tesjiruses In the liHlian brew was made 
al lk* IVa Hoaids exix'iise .md the 
H’Silks w’l-re kvvnir.ihle, 
lks«t} ui tk' lesuks n| tk’ survey 
startIIIK hwH (Xhrfvi. Ihe iLirends 
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R.K. Tflp«thl: 1«pp^ tof^kgn eh*ln» 

c'haifi will !^*ll ;i l)k*iK] <rf As^am ;tnij 
l)uni>H>'li>i»( leas in ^nrMTiive jiiuiik* 
ktt'rri and blue* crr^ii carltmie <A nm 
mikJ Uki iOW. 7V braiKi rumc Muiri^l 
SaluitJi^rtht'hV'.vlwns si^ktled frum g 
l)u>l li and wgH haMtl cm ihv 

rcncfin^s <if the survey. 

All aticnipi IH nlsf) h(*mK made tr» 
make an mmad mto ilie KreiKh market 
Currrnily, the* export of Indwn Wi lothe 
I'rcmch nuirliet i» “m uxiiificant'’ hut a 
rnarkelif K (ic*up belwevn KrunceV lend 
inK ret mi elvim Muiinpnx und Dunc an 
Airro IS lik(*ly lo wean the I’Vnicb lea 
dniikei. lUim Tea (bMrcl ofhiiaU. 
Arudlivf s;urh prop<i<nl between TaU 
lea Hod Nurtooio ot Kraixe was also 
undcT active i*onsHk*rnixm. Um ch'htk* 
fleXotiaCKm*' tsilh Kurtip(*nri chains are ui 
proicress, a siienir>canl feature m the Tea 
Traclmx Corporation’s export c ap is the 
fecenDv c <»ih lock'd Ik* up with itx* Hril- 
isli sii|K*mMrkel. Marks and Spencer 
Since Jnni' this wm. sink inkhliie. 
salnxni u*d and kMl irrc'cn sIioiIiik* pac ks 
have been selhnK OnenK* I View. Mtm*- 
erv tiranne IVkiM* ;ind a Wend cd "dclfe- 
rent jardins" »\ this W'orkl latnrnis retail 
chain. 

i’niditxnul and liiviil market < ton h:n c 
not be l li itfiou'd in Has renewi^d export 
ttirusl. A niiissive caiiipjiKn is tiiwh to 
be* launc'hi'd in Wc'st (ieinvinv wIikIi is 
I ndia's hjugesi market tor lnsh-ialiK' 

t«*a. Ptir the qualitvn'onscMHis (kmians 
who have .h qinrc'd a taste for I lanci'bnK 
tea * the cWniip^iCoe ol all teas -a sp<*> 
c'laf and disliiKlive l)ar>*(*lin^ toKci exclu¬ 
sively lor liKfpc'f cent DarjeelinK teas is 
(ikclv to bc' iiilrndui'ed sixm. 'I'o spiead 
the lea cull, the Tea iWianl lias pLuineda 
s|X'Cwl ' liKlca Tea Wt'ek" to be hedd 
siinuhniMx^usH in Kroiklun. HaniburR 
and Munich in tlie fir^i wcik cd lie- 
•reiiibiT. 

‘Jlus ctmc erii (of a refH'wed thnibi m 
the tea export drive is imi unlound(*d In 
I aiiuation ul exiMcndins world trade n 
tu, litd.as share of Oie marki i hia 


The connm fpri rmwed thnilt in 


__ 

_ jerfoMdiilfliiihabMof_ 

sIm ei (he marhet hn decined 


from 4 $ per cent h 19 S 1 to 21 per^ 
centint 987 


dec hik'd from 'If* pc*r i eiit in to '4\ 
ptT relit 01 [^7. Armist the* staKiuiKai 
and di*chniiiK nnrket share, there have 
hec'ii two periods ot huth export* in the* 
recent past. Sa>> K.N. Dcoicun of 'I'aia 
Tea. "The fir^l period belweifn iy7n and 
1977 saw a definite nse tn exports 
peakmu to 233 tntkm kp m I97H. Ihe 
unfounded fear <il shortajtc* m the i 


dcflicstH* market whk h tinallv led to the 
imposnicHi <il the exiMirt duty put paid to 
any sustained I'ffon towards raisiiiK 
exports furtlier TW? next penod o( buth 
exports was in IMWI to lyM, Init then 
aeain the UfivemttH'iK strf»n«lv inter¬ 
vened bv WIT hd rawing mcenttve". iiii* 
posm^ a han cm C'l'C exports and plac u>i( 
.1 mminiuiti oximH prnx* cv-hu h achieved 
•he tlien avowed objective lA curbimc 
ex|vuis and wt' slimiiied IxH'k to i)ie 
IraniiKmal let el," 

AneJ 1 u ccMiipcHind the problem, the 
share m vjJue adriisi pndui tH, such as 
packet lea", tea imj4s. rU,. has re* 
TTwioecI mmu'kuk’ whem lompiired lo 
worid trends. Packet Ic'a ex|Xirts front 
Incka 111 acc«»unieiJ foi onlv 14 
oiiIIhxi kjc out of 4 ioi:il o| ;>in onilion 
liucmtrasu in the* viow yvar. ' n Umika 
exported liti million kit in pac xei.^ out of 
tcjtal exports of oiillion kj2 

Sad Deoipin at an iiileirvitioMal semi¬ 
nar im tea earher ihis yc-ar '"Dh- fiiii ket 
teaiiiaiket is distiiKify Mraiified, Al tine 
end we have tlic lujth-Viilue adde-d soph- 
islwaled Westc-m iivcrkets wh(.'re leas 
an* bouidil in bulk and packciut d iiitenuil- 
h and lhi*n retailc'cl. 'I'hese arc essential* 
l>* eimsgiiwr m* K ites, when* product 
lauDChex rnvolie bujp* outlav» in temus 
of advorifsink;. shelf s|XK'e, renlal. eU'. 

DbvMMJsly, the mess.iKc' had struck a 
fespiNiMVv clvifd and provide si the iin* 
pe l us lor a new proiixilional xtndeify. 
And with a iniilti'pronged IhrubI from 
6fferHit sectors, Indian lea can expect 
to a lofithokj in some of (be untapped 
export markets and recover its k»t 
crouiid in the traditional <>nes m the next 
financial year. 

0 *h>anl $Mia / CaMla 
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STANDARD MOTORS 


Riding the bu mps 

The eiuttffany is poised for a sm<H)iher ride after overcoming 
crippHn^i prohlems and adverse publicity 


44*1% ere is unfurlunalety no mechan- 
I isin available n otir couttry b>' 
whK h \ can repair the damage done to 
my company’s reputatMm by (hose raids. 
I win ncK be aMe to j^u to courts lo resani 
the lost mtajte in such quidc fashion...it 
should take its own cuurae, and tine." 
Hus was the lament of C.V. Karthdc 
Narayanan. 49 year-old vice-chainiun 
and managuijt director of the Mackas* 
based Standard Motun. when asked 
soun after the 36th anrmal jaeneral meet¬ 
ing of fw company on 30 S^eendgr how 


he felt about the allejtaiions heard in 
many quaners tliat the CHI and DRl 
nnds had enp^ed his luxury Standard- 
20110 car and led to heavy losses for the 

rumpany. 

Earlier, addressing his company's 
shareholders. Karihik had said: 'I 
know how you people fee! now facing 
losses after an uninterrupied 11 years 
prodf. If you are called a fraud by the 
CBI and tlM finance minister announces 
in Parliament (hat concessions had been 
withdrawn on grounds of fraud, then 


■UIAAT CWI* 









your revut.ition to Ihf doL'h <nxl 
after tlio! no ii|)pmac^ies yiw. 

The* u)mpany' ':> for tine ^ rHise< 2 jv«f| 
when the Dnioii | 2 <kvcmitiefU wnlidrew 
eustems nnd exnsc cuihesieions Ofi luel- 
effKient ears of iiKire ihiiri \{nni t\ m 
NovetnlxT 19H<i ft ^ I he SundaMliiNKi 
This led lo the Standard-I, iK* 
('nstlk*si cat on liidvtn roads, hecontmK 
costlier by abtAii Ks 1 ftiVli and unn iintM 
ntK'al even for tlx* <.*lk(e lrirft<ni biiver To 
com|K)un<J nutlets, oround ilui imih’. 
there N^'ere iiKo the CBt and Dkl r.ikU 
on (he factory premises on llte \usfii- 
Cion' that itK.* cftfopany fiad «tliLieK*il 
hieftcfftciency ct^rtilaatv thiouKh im¬ 
proper means. And s«mmi the <s>ntt>.im 
facetl with seveuil r.iiKeH.iti'ins of 
tXMikintts tor tiK* ror and uiiUlr.iw.i) of 
deposits alieady iiukW. 

'1ii my nvire than ihrci dn.'iik - in ila* 
auUrfnobile industry and im as^K cuion 
wilh UiiHConipnny, little did 1 t'xpc ct ilsil 
in the evi'niii« •>{ mv <areec. sthh 
unforeseen evonis («ni1d take plaie in a 
ivniniry like ours and with sish .1 
d I sa St rr ru s c 1 in $cc| u i*n i e. St .1 nd.ird 
Molors’ chaimvin K.V Snnivasati lold 
the annuni hieiieni imMirik '1 pr;jv that 

Om) xlKiiild inv« us aieiulh to hvfev'tii 
(he situntHai .is r^nu klv as |iosviNe/’ llie 
sc'pluaKoiunaii. vyIki is also (Jr* l.irtK*s of 
Knrthik. lolJ his sluirelHilders. 

Tl>e “financed liii.istritdH*' tkii Siira 
vasan mentiiHHHl luis fiiuiOv kincted Ilk* 
comixinv with a huy;e kiss of Ks 
crorcs for the year cndinp March. 
1990 (15 mgnthsl. thereby tun uni; ii 
"9kk" and driving it to Ihe Bfnrd ot 


Thecompw y^s fortune$jio$edrve^ 
when the government wiMrew 
jeBehJ^ the Stan(tard -2000 
made it too a car. Aroufidthit^ 
_time,Jjm were aiso the CBi an^ 
DftI raids which affected the image 
of Standard Motors 


I ()fev:n1 70 M-lMirs .t iiHMith to jOli. ’IVh* 

I latl ikil thi- i(rn|).in^ lus Im(I to 
I .i|)(>risR’h I he HU K m.A«s U ilr.ir Ilui 
* SiaixLrd MoIim s mnl*^ iikhIi mole iltm 
tlx HUU leM iRHlupe to pul l(^ 
.urionxilidi's UkIc on tlx' iukI. 

'I1i*'uc4i I hi* vio*i*niint'iM ii*sii»rtsl lU* 

coiH*i ssujft* in l»ei*eoilxt iWh. the 
(lanvl|^* IvhI alreixlv lxt*ii dom* hn’auM* 


IIh* fust SUlKlatii JOtXl loll iiMt oi 
ftk1or\'. 1 his Is uisf i(> slum' mu -ikliil.o 
ilv wiihllit* iiun.igt'ineiif iiuiiir elftiirs to 
Lei*(i Uh* comti.inv iui its |.‘t*i 

mSi'iitenilM i UsI Vi at tir I ooitolk*i 
of l .Ji'it.il Issues ixilisenti'd lo iiU’iriM- 
Ux t .i|Htal fhisi* h\ Ks ,f Cl ores, .iml hill 
ill Oks \v.is a I <Nue Ixniplu hi AC. 
MuOtiih. ilv* shu'istl lis ho.Niat ami 
xve |H«’s«k*iU ol (he i<'iot Sidor 
S|*K . Me .ilxi lM’l{R*d (he mioi|\iii\ with 
.iuoilH*r Ks I vioie ueiilt. N«iw, 
Miitliuh IS *lk iiiuHir slkiiehiftlet am! it 
iiHild Iv pjs( .1 iit.ilUT o( lime lH*tor<' Ik* 
lake* (lurge This is .1 |>r«is|Hs*l nol «is 
tuiwekoun' co llie liiidiOoiul St.iud.ird 
Motors cm|iftivees <»s h.iit l>i*eii Ifte 
iNiiMkirs soiih 11 Minihs auo .iImmiI pniw 
kislionillH* otKiri st.ilkinxlln II lU'eMU- 
jpoiis juoiliul 

A nulit. rssiit ,u SIX lo MAi*u w.is 
ftnalis«<il ami iIm* pimno'eis' kiHip |K*r* 
riuiiml MuthMh lo .;|>«Mh tlvti own 
•dtare of Ilk* iivhis Hi.ii uouid have 





A.C. Mirthlah (IM) C.V, KwtMb Ht r ay rfn 

Industhdl and Financial Kehabihlatiun 
(BIFR) l© work oui a recovery package. 
The company has sought rc*lx*f from 
BIFR over and above llie grant d Ks 19 

ctores 99 reliefs in tlte form of defer 
ment of past k 4 ns 0 ven by iht* hidusl- 
rial Developciient Hank o( India (IlUil). 
Also, tho IDBl has recoinmeoded that 
banks should extend a working capital 
loan of Rs 792 lakhs. Ffending rniplf 
mentation of the rebef package, n ex¬ 
tended a bridge loan hi^y uf Ks SOU 
lakha to revive the output hum the 


TTi» Sfnaem >ddO MientntrvM 
of the adverst* publmiy. BesKk*<. tlx' 
rest.>raiion of cufire»iunk csiph* with a 
dUferem set ol londilKins. one of whelt 
was that hve cars would be selected ai 
random out of es'ery batch of 2 if lo Im' 
tested by the Vehicles ReM*anh and 
tlevckipfnent KsiaMMimi'nt tVKllT) at 
Afmednag.'ir. "AI Ihe KatHr^ mi far 
sefcciedhave passed thi' tesl^ <i( tht* 
Vkl>E riKnfortnhlv.'* Karthik said 
;xoudhr. 

Sigi^biantlv. anmlsl Uh* tunnoil in his 
comply* ^ttd much lo his satisfatlMKi, 
Karthdi found his :trd)i) stresig workforre 
ralying RnMIy behuid hmi fit a rare 
gesture. Ihe workers* omcm 1 old the 
rnanaRefnt-ni they wmsM defer paynxiM 
of wages amouMing to Kr IIS Uibc for 
two months uota 31 Hecember 19H9. 
Said M. Visvanathan, a worker- 
representative and shareholder, '(he 
wr^ers are proud of this saoiAce. ivsi 
as (Ivy were vnmenscly proud seemg 


nwfk’ tlx* Siuiu us'in Kiirihik Nnrayanun 
kml A.C Muihtjili groups eiiuul in ic nm 
III >4i;irclii4dinK. Uui then. iim>x|x*clcil- 
ly, tlx- ftii.iiMial mstilulMins kcpI aw.iv 
(nnii suhMTiIxMg in cIk* ^ulft(^ issue*. 
l*i'<e.td, llH*y only ngrecd in take up Ks 

I. St cT.ces wnrih nl <k'lx*nturi*>. riuis, 
hfulhmh l.'imkd himsi^l wiih 10 |k 1 icnt 
of tlx' «vimp,iny >i Ks 'LH7 cnirc*s worth 
of i*f|uuv. Ev«*n tIvHiidi (h* now sluic\*. 
ckwl equalty wilh the priHiiiile's i/n llie 

II, 1 nx'jnlx'r lioaKl. llx* <|ik'slion Ix'irig 
a^ked is'. wrkiftl lx- ftir king st^iv s.ilisrie(t 
xith sucli .in «iir.iiii,vuM‘nl? Coii^inv 
insHk rs, however. insist Ihjl Kurthik 
N*arrtyni},i'i aid Muthi;ih luive been great 
irK*iids from cuUepe days and so u coup 
may not lake |>U(’e alter all. 

All put logelher. it appears IhinKs are 
IM really too bad for the group ard the 
Karthik-Muthuih team siwuld pull ihe 
oanpany tliTouph m the cuniing days. 
It SbidPMadrM 
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“A thing of beauty is a joy forever” 


Ccfn* tsand Mia mweal 
T^HPTwwi 

















f r elcombre«ik is an excHing ^{ecaway 
for ihe entifc &mily rak (kjwn 
shell strewn hcache$> and invel (he tuneless clescits 
Pby croquet on velvet greens, or a set of tennis 
early (TKiming Or simply revel m the 
luxury ol IihIuS heM hrieLs Wdeombteak has u all ^ 


shon I3reik(sii) 
Weekend Ba*ak(b 6*) 

U)ngBieak(LR) 
llig break (11B) 

Mmi Break (MB) 


PACKAGES OFFERED 


— 2 nights. 3 days 
(Pridiy in, Sunday out 

or Saiufxlw m. Mondav out) 

— 3 nights, i da^ 

— S nigliis. 6 days 
• I night, 2 da>s 

(Fn^ in. Saturday out or 
Saturday in, Sunday out) 


With attract rvc discounts on food 
and (Xher services, hoc accommodation 
for 2 children below 12. on extra Iwd 

at Ks lOOApcrday 


-SSS>- 
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WELCOMGROUP 


Mhi 

kfftey 231121,22MJ »U286 
Mm 473691,47m 
9kym 203212,203U3. 
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V loss CMS 

2 mQ. 704 B 

29629 

66611) 
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AtoiciMMj 


i2li6l, 523232 
4606 ^ 668)17 
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SK V j 

i\') \sv dkin I >uv 
atioii U) the niiddlc of’flmUfcff./T 
f ho \ c\)f n ccnifc s;m’ NfJdM j Prjdt-xh* 
\u\} jn n I 

jiul i'liKirfiil k'jjiu.>nci<'m dviusms 

i'orniid;ih[c rorts flV<t cvh<; hjriic ><)und»» jnd 
fj k' < f aft •! i \ c^ci ids i )t' ifti J'c !• •' v.(i id 
I \qiioiKl' V hrimklcil lovuuu' 
luv fvaiact> Dui 'till svIiKptr ihc 
pdlciuc, iht >\)k, ihe r<j>.il 
Dcfoi' lofLMs dll' huiumjj ground cir 
r*'!while i mpcTuf' irjiWi>rnKd into 


X (hf.jiu vs ikllde vulaua^ll^ 


lA»\Uyi\rHk'>h’ 

U\ wlii'fi’ lonllrH^ xtiiKtl lo Ik* w 
dUMIllUKly 
I 'nU^lUifix 

V>V All It 

Handu 11 H’ < 'uv 10 n 1 lu* k^r ii .1 o <^1 

pntHX' h^r ht« IxMU'ihil <«aisa in 'iiill j|nv in 
|]u' jii,iii\ jn liH0l11r.1l AiHhk’iv SiKi II IjII ai 
knv amIi MjiiJu HV \M 
Gwallnr Fort lliis iiunvai* iihxninK’iH m> 
knst>irc‘il !'ni|X'ri>r H.^Hir rliir In* i.ikktl n tin* 

IK'atI .iiiimi^sI tin* Ic'iinNM vcil klnnl 

Khafunho vii|;iiilu\*iii Ik .iuuiul VlL^tull^ 

Klicijoijihi nuin ilitiip lo iiijii\ {xiipk* 

Sanchi > h*i li%’ (>)• ith ms siu^us anl 
|>il|ji s si.iiki 111 (k%|' iiKtlR4nici 
Pachnufbi hut Uniting t'rjnquil Mirinl 
sIlkW's mihnn I* tiHUMUins Aim I 
<Avr wlwn* ifKis's iIk* nuimmr »rxMjl 

'Jaunis 


Qiiwkow I^nk*r, 

^lUsIvsk Njun^'s oikurtvl ijinas AihI WiMi’i 
tin* hot rnli* J ik* nHRiniM MarWc ioc^ a 
nK'mnhk «Tp*^*fto*> 

Kjnha. Bandhaviarb. Shhpurt — TikBik' 
ri'vovs wnh hk 4) a pniiMRi uf spaK*s nl 
knK (k'CT. anchipi^. ^affllul. hUikKluAiid 
it cciurv, ihr Ufgcr 



IBpiBii. Omkarahnir. hUhcihwv - l>iis 
o wk’n* a humlreO flud^ \wv token jlnnk* 

And Bhopal - Ik* i^piul ivy HuW^ 
dturcs cjf a nmnificeiu lake li o a siuid MmhJ 
tif muifjcs and mu'cums. porks otkI jQinktis, 
l>noil an'niH's and mdetn kiildiitj 2 .s 
Madhva Pradesh’ 

Tir inckvO dehiined ilui ihis \jst 
WMmkHMMJ' k’ kn'ated rniA'Iiere Hh kn m tk* 
v«v>»e*nif Indio 
’n>erv3ieM;ll uf^iscti (cmn* (nxii 
Delhi. Biirnhn orCalcuru Tm make Minnlw 
ihe kinby wos ik* nxw namorihk? we lived in 
kig hws ti WM villages and reireals wch irue 
envininiTmial flawwr. And we iricd ihe ttKirw 
hurvlnwsan<l kdi(kiykmsst«a> Sti 
eccMUimiuil S<i easy ,a\ rk* |>oi.ka. 
Trare^iruiMin loj is vo planned with a c knee 
d cars, fxp, ond coaches 
Uadh)*! PradeshJ You surpriK me.* 


^ Come to Madhya Pradesh... It's surprising a lot of people like you. 


Rv imAr inkitmaiiun vu hxfarq;!. gel a MMrti viUi Ma dhya Praik^ itMt ToucM OevekfOMn Corpon m a lid NEV DCUII : 2M* find Hour. Hold Kofttthka 

BnppiAB Plaax NmlMM 1100)1 Td Tckx 4lM*6)4l7MPrn BOMBAY: 74 VorWTradeCtMK. Cuitftrade.ColltM 

aoicitR Tri ^i7MV2l4dNX^I9lVMeu Ml CALCVnA. OMm BiddH^ loom So ? «ib An, 2*10 A.AdMryt)i9d«)OMniln9nBoiik 
lAl TH. 44dUi Trin Q2I*4M»VN.|N MOPAL: (^^cri.TT Mvpd^dZOO). Tdi 6)792, 61IM. 6638). M56k0458B. 66342. 
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M M m^^fnWuKk* 

* * irieftd.' InJounsin 

Wv C(r(k't inthrcouH' 

W W frfH* kruK muf^ 

And mcKf p^jple n i • H iechr.B ihf jtwrfohrH^ 
l)V lofmfr |•tlm<'Ml^>istt'f jaw.iMiUt 
N<4iftj fo» toup^Mn ^>v**P <kK.»ck^, d**- 

v^lopfwnl nn Ibe iiHjnsni IroM h.is < invn- ki 
bv rpgjrdei) »> bHU'e^ '•nJ l.uiiel*' Now, 
efforls or? iXi (a rf >> il wi^r, An 

inrfmsjra^jJCthrfUHHi'nipPOnHBHtn the 
personal tout n 

A new WAl^y tor (caihvr hjs bv*n 
evolved and as Pnme M<ni»4e< Ka^v C^andhi 
infcrmed a meeting «l (outivn r{'|Kes4*nij 
tives tecen«lv, the s«'to» has been receiving 
WpOfHX<lvfpo»ntheBovi’rnmfnt rhe 

StralegV disrussed by Ihr Pnitie Mrn>ster 
envisaged the country wekoming ihree 

mHIkKi «njrol>bvihe »vaf H'W The 

targets are daunting jodRinR even from the 
i n< reaied prorfitatnli ty •« •! h< set tor in the 
past *ew years: in 19g7M tourism wa' (he 
largest iingk tereign esrhange r.imer with 
an rnITow o# As 1 .899 c wW. 1 he number o< 
tourists who visited India in this period wa> 

I tbmilliort.lo^Ki.esersirKelndia 
Cfoiaed the magk Mwe onr milhno 
tourists in J986. the Inflow «a (onrtslshas 


By CiOpinalh Menun 

hr«*n ituing u|ibv tnithl (h^ t lol 

(XAnuudy. iur (he p(«mv)Mn, av far a^ 
louriyn is (one ennni. ih* 11 •••uiUv^t^ are tU* 
Itimt fonunaMv. astfH’rfsiysHHhaveRrMSe 
up, suhiiv^ttiebutbi**<''h* imirism Ars 
I'KamiriiHion ul Ihetuunsni uudavs shnw 
that rhe hntirwstngirf rtv snvi>«irh hvr yi'ar 
plan m 198^*86 brrwglit jUak a sunifsteie 
whan^ m the govenwnentv pulK y icnvarrls 
Inutivn. Agjirtsi a total ouUay ot Rs 2^ 

(fores in the seventh ffvC'Veai plan, allot a- 
Imns marie in itie plan amount tnRs t ih b'^S 
c tores 

1 he fat I that (hr alios aiRjns rn.ide lur 
Inuiiyn are«nmmensuraie with the ijiREgs 
•s a wekome Mgn but larvuty sfVabing, 
the breaklhrough m tounyri ha\ been niadr 
because ui thc<livrr*>*4K alxm dnd dvnam* 

•sm whKh the sector has wiinesW m (he 
current decade. Tourism planners in ihe 
country have now realised that they mir4 
get out <jl Ihe 'gulden triangle' sywlmine 
Theie IS more M India ihan |um IMh*. Avr^ 
and laipur and il isihrs murh<needed 
broadhasing of the tourism pole y that has 
added the new thrust lo i(. 

The maior thrust areas (deotihed hx 


th-vi'lupiTviii tiy th*‘ minr*aiy r>t (Ounsm an*. 

■! hwvsilii afiun Irunt« u(tiito>oriintisl 
ItMitfsmtohtilwLky .iixl l<'(sUret<iuri'>m, 

■ t k'vi'tuiinHmt nt lii'iikms*. wioti^i 
wiblhke aiMl heat li pi<mmI Ii mi ism, 

• KesttMiitiun til iiHlMinal liniliiuetenlrts; 
aiHl 

■ IA*v(’l(ifroM‘nr oi si^kt iivl unii' •( i nt uM'' 

MM tudini: ttiHbIhisi i roln'H 

111 nski living, wtut Itiis ithmiis is ,i 
reik'tiniiKMi irt UrunsMi fXirKiariinirs arvt j i 
n<dpsixri<iie of the kHinsni im.i|i I<» iinsvi' 
jnenlmn away Irimi. s.iy, ItX' Immi h rescirls 
uf Cmu lo iIh* iuxuii/iij^ sMixis 'll Kmalj Ui 
lav out lar-tTunii ih'slirvvrinns h»r lornBrn ts 
U t sti the KashtiM' v<ii (■•v to («ik si iw<\rW«|i 
What Kas jjsu giv«*n a ness' rlinM*ns.i m It) 
trAireanrslhe|h'e***tironKi^i sif.iu^us that 
h.is (*volv<^l in tlx* I ii:l >tH*s T hi' I ti si > inw 
liirusl was highway luirrisni. IhcstH tMHi, 
domeslic (ounsiharMlIhH Ihinl. ailvi>riiin> 
tuun^m 

There IS, «e t oiirHv a falioirt r>f .ill this 
niuiisi rush Ihr IrioiltilK«a thi* Himalayas 
aN' already heavi ly rlenurks t, i h .inks to (he 
tourist tnfluR in the hilkstaiiims li is these 
asper Is svhith also need tn lie k(»|ii in mind 
sshi k' work mg rim a hj 11 'U ale |h i igramnse 
kir Indian (our ism. 


Sp$cist Aamii» 9 mm FMtun 






Get high in Himachal 


H imj( hal, (h<>,>bodt'i>((he 

.intl tanl III saiinvn i« 
,1 Tourist »ilrc.im .irxl (MiuIm 
H e i\ rl>c sumpTter o* aip*iH’ 
flowers arvt niettio* shown, „t 
the monsoon ol budtUvi wM^rl.ills aixl 
wilfowv < luiHls, Of The .iiifunmiii |>tpdsjiii 
sunshine jr>d xIoiiimis stjris<»ts anil ihi* 
winter n( srr>w^ srtow .tnil rmiiv snow, ihi 
miigrraf pr)wrr ol iliese mognljiris is an 
rndefinable Mend ol niyih arxl iimImv TIh> 
Dhdutadh^r rjnjte m the mKih .inct ihi> 
Shiv^^lik hills tunhcf south sl.nvf guard owy 
T he sUte lit Himac hal t’l.idcsh Iri iht' lof 
rciithes ot Lahaul nrxi arc iht> anc lenl 
Buddhisi monasteries Thi’re is Vashist, 

fatlaiMHi and M.iniLjr .111 jmlThe angler s 

Ihrills ul TftHil and nuhasho in The Bees. 
Vamuna,Cm ^ahii'. HasM ami overs and 
MreaiTi^. 

A maiontv r>t (he simph* pi*ot'l** cm 
H imachal Pradesh, bound K commnrs 
ifaiiitlons and i iiliure, are Hindus for whom 
(here are more ihan I0,<»0tem(>les They 
have < ountless testis.ils and larrs The 
impodarM ones bein|t Mini.ir ot c’harnha. 

I Shivratri ot Mandi, Huswehrj ot KvOv. lavi 
ot ftampur and Reouki rM Sirmau* 
Himachal IS a trek la t s (wratW The 
unhurried ah^oipliun of nature o no I«m a 
lovihan scahri|i a fM^ak Himaihal provides 
a Rood iraining Rr<iund tor mourHaineers as 
there are many r«jsorv)blv Nigh ar¥l 
act esyiblt' peaks. 

Kpllg ar<t Uhaul valleys 
ManaluChandrakhanuM.itjni This is a 
seven days' trek and the stages en rwjte are 
Rum»u 2 pb 0 mts, l^^kmi, Charnlrakharsi 
3^50 mt». idkm), Malan.i 21'll mis (Tkmi. 
Kasn( 1 SAG mts. <B kmi. M«t 1 SbO nb. H $ 
km)« ar>d Bhunijr 000 nils. {I i krd 

You may (over the routney NagRar 
either by bus or on toot Near (he 
Chandrakham pats. Hanking Ihe path are 
numerous clumps of rhododendrons and 
variedesot flowering shrubs whK h addio 
the enjoymeni uf a walk 

Manali'Chandratal This irek involves a 
journey of 11 da^'s. The vtagfs are Chhikka 
2960 mts. 113 km), Chhotru ) t60 mts H6 
kmi.ChholaDara 1740 mts iH»km),Baial 
3%0 mis. t Ifl kmi, Topko Ynngma 4320 

mys t12 kml. Topfco(ir>ngrna4WOrrfs 

(11 km), Baralatha 469 mis. tlO km). 

Patsco 3020 mis 1 14 km), and Ksylung 
3340 mts. {21 km). 

DKdran>sala>Ch4mbavia LakagcM and 
Bharmauri: It is an eight day^* trek Lakagot 
i s at the fool of (ndrahar pass I sow rntsi ai'd 
is on The majeslic DhAuladhar range. At ihe 
base, a wonderful view of the Kangri valJev 
in i|$ rural loveliness and a view <4 the 
awe*fnspiring Himalayan ranges i« 
otHained. 

Ban>a lo Narkanda via Bashleo Paw. this 
IS again one ot Ihe finest Ireks in Him»*<hal, 
Bandal is the tini wage on the rouv and rt is 



BvS.N Vemw 

M l> Hiriuihal luufism 


d km Inmi B.ihi«ir I hiYi* is a rv*jl .ind r tivy 
litfi'sl rt-a hiais 4 > im krrt .ivsmv •«» a hill-sHk* 
whKh I'UiMhn iheOisrwvul l<v>*4 
( SHm iv, f iiri^ I )is isHHi h.inpu I ur 
tlMns> iiiIiti^yI III fishing .irul OuHamg rlvs 

IS Jl> HkMl S|Kl( 4 Sln)Ul IS.l\,Ml,||lh*<Ms|l> lU 

Tlx* i kwi luMv M < I KtMini .tlx H 4 < vH* am I 
h.»li kikYntacrs irum ilk* rest himx* rirttl 
wlkvclht* l<*iharsiis(Y4sn«4ln I'laih.wi 

kh.Hl (>vAir iNin piimis mthcMiiUHMklmg 

kKt'Uv ThrHHiinevieSi<K.i>sJwiiiiian.ii^i 

tmiinrsYsYMiv (>us 

1 lekking in ( heiiiUi rfivUH I IhiHcjn* 
.impln uppiwiuniue^ kk irekkmtinC’hamlia 


lur.SsMi iT.i iK'.irh HI'i iiuINimi\ iMis.igii |i 
fs H*i km IrtHn f ti.itHliRJih 

l^llMll,l k.ihdi A( iTv vM Msl In llir 
OHYIVNVIil (*UIU<MJiirNi Slllgh till* tiYtlh 
luiui irfihe Sikhs, PtMKil.t S«ih«t> riH.tius TIk* 
immuMV lit thi* nuirli.il (»uru tliMiiigh tiis 
HYMi H Mis ,ik<ng vs it!i .} ni«in'st i< uu) i h i\\ >ira. 
fISnkvikingtlieriS'Ci H.irnuu.i I'.tmX.i S.ihdi 

•s disiinKiMshtvi >A Its .iss.if mImm'i wilfi Ihc 
Siktis .i/hI .lilt.u fs ilkvu tvy tIr' lliiHis,>iR)v u( 
ihi' s| Ring Icsh V .lU ol B.i I sa kh I am I Hn 1 1 B iis 
vi*rvHi*sriMii T Vhparfirn C h.inilig.irh.sn(i 
S(f Minki ill I* ,is ai fal ifi* A< 11 imiik al.i liiin js 
•iv.iil.ilih'intlx'IH* 1 |X H<ili<l Yiiniuii«i. 

Hivkik.*! < )ni* III ihc nvra tvauidul lakhs 
in f ft* II IS sKijRtt like a sk*cpinK woman li 
< ommeokujU's Ihe s«h rilice ut fhmuko who 
was kitleri hv her uiri Parsuiam on ihe 



Kunirhaf Ofory of the Ai)h 

district. The Pangi valtey, the Akanimahesh 
range ot moimtains and many ulher peaks 
are anr jc live arxl tmporfam areas tor 
Irekking. 

()fv (an go to Kilar, Ihe lehsil 
hi'.idouatiers nt Pangv, ovc the Sac h Paw 
14 isu mis) arid trom there cidter 10 Kishtwac 
in jammu and Kashmir ur to Udeypur in 
Lahaut C lumha loKilarcan alsobe 
leachedsYaChmi, KalKhho. Chubia and 
Kugti Passes Detaih ot these ireks c an he 
had from the area MoAaser. HPTOC. 
Dalliw»«e 

Shivairk fossil park The park, 21 km 
south ot Nahan, displays Idesiae iibreglass 

models ufprehivtovic animals svhosr 
fcnsilised sMeionv were uneanhed here 
The park IS Ihe first of ih kmd in Aua lobe 
developed at theactuaf sde where these 
trwsiUdi'vr'Ioped. Them are models ot 
manvruifh hippupotamus wifh sir irR isors. 
giant Mild tortofces and sahre'luolhed 
ligen. The Muvalik formations coTiam one 
ut the worlil’s rtchcM c <*llo(fi<in« ul 
mammal* in fo&sils whK h gu hac k to Ihe 


orders of his father. In November, a fair 
which t elebrates the immortality ol Aenuko 
and herionts held. The lakeshetti'rs a 
wildlife sane tuary inhabited by Asiatic 
Irons, deer, and manv kinds rit water birds. 

I here IS a small aou on Ihe shore. HP1 DC 
provides reasonably pricid accontmidalton 
in ftenuka, 42 km trum Nahan 
Nahan Pe*( bed on an wolaliRl ridge of 
the ^ivafik hills, Nahan overlooks ravines 
and ereen toresis The city, whose name 
can bcdivididinlo Na'ond Han in 

Sanskriimeaning'invincible', is watcied by 

man made lakes and dAoralecI with 
temples and gardens. Nahan’s hub is 
li prirx ^ly 

The cherished remains uf ihe dd rrsyaf 
caprial, Sirmuri Tat. in ihe form r)f 
sculptures are displayed ar the C irr*uit 
Houw < rmiempcRary an piec ec are found 
atthe^anli Sangam there an* regular bus 
’ wrvKesfrom AmbalaM kmi.Chandigarh 
i90 km> and Shimla 1137 km). 
Acrummudaliun tv Available in ihe PWD, 
the Municipal and the ShOA rest houses. 
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fiptCiS' Atfvprneemenf PgRturp 
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MOBIIE ASSET 

^cci9 are gong ptace (n nxre 
than one) need moM a$aei H*s rr^M 
d ptasbc . measures ? X T and puls a Mhd 
d ccnvaran c a rt yax pcd«. K buys your 
irtnaticM (ard adOMca^ 
light e«xanc6 to> As 1 pays lor your 
hotel room, picks up you restaurant dis and 
Wihoppingtab itQrvesYOucorTmttsov 
tree travdters' drogues, preseits you Mih 
dscourts upto40% d saieci hotds m Inda 
andaproab Through the year 4 rrMs you 
dfers at hotels (extra room rsgnis, 
i^gradabcnesuses youareaMys 
pieesanOy surpnsed) and ts very r«me 
ensues pareoriafesad setvica and a travel 
pad^ Ws dfficuii to rekde 

N wraps an fe and a heap d dhet 
benefits r a style befiOrig t« world's 
intoedlcanj 

The Diners CU) card VMien you gal it 
you Irnow you\o an^. 


Diners Ciub 

Welcome to our world. 

CWW(9CU) RMwCnenM ^3.N«rtwPwwea(r(«y40DQ^ T#.2Matt Singilon.T« 6e720VSer»e 
CabM.Ta 432^68 Mm-Ttf 47St91.4;St12 ta»0Bl«-Ta eaSeS.89taW 8«Ctf4artt«r-Tetr2?77 
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Madhya Pradesh: 
Boundless beauty 


C jplain I ►ofswK, the ruiurthw. in 
The HijihUnd* of Ceotr^l Indiit hA^ 
de»rribed Madhyd P'«Je)h ihus, *As f^r 9 ^ 
rhi>ev«*<An iet, l>c raoRp r4f>]|eo< 
fore»t»*covorc<1 KilK, lumblpd in wiM i iwv 
tuMon Thp liee^ r«J ^and «<j«c li irni.ilKin 
conlraM» hoHv with ihc bambur> 
v^dtion, oul of which ihey iis« * Sw h k 
the hoJuly of Madhya hAd^sh Ihe 
tocwv^P^y ranit» Inim ihp Hal alhtvirti 

plain» of the Chamhdl lu the mogmaiiVM^ 
fanitc of the Satpu rav— aitK mjt the oldcu in 
the world 

With iK mnumcrahle rnonumenr*. stu 
pas« pala<e% »kr>d fort^ on hiil io{w and 
» e»uuiyiivly (arv«4 munumeniv Madhya 
I ,lVadnh con|ure> U|i m ihi> vimiots' mind, 

^ visions of emperors and itrc.it kinRrioms 
Or*v may enK»r ih«« stair (rom GwuIkji 
M leway lo iht* Virulhyav** whu h Im on ihc 
soulhern frinse 01 (hr ( lanKctif plain ( on* 
lfar> Ui pt>pufar helirl. CwaIk/T rs mure than 
luwafudms Anl«tuiiics abound m the (ily 
around the fiHirrss The Teli'Ka*Marid*«*sa 

clamc manipfe «if flrahniimc al 
arthiteclure Tl>er>tl>«rr isMandu. brlicsed 
lo be the UfResi fondled city ^ theswortd 
with a walk'd ptvimcHt'r <i4 over 70 km. 
Inside. IS a V id ua I irivisure Irovc of Klarmc 
arc hitec lure not lo spea k of (he walls wha h 
defy de*4 riplion Hnsviwrr. iheLulmiisaiHio 
0 ^ al I ar< htlec lure is Kha 1 urah. It is 'one of 
the most rrfowd and brushed manifesUliom 


Uttar Pradesh: 
The enchanting 
state 

U nar Pradesh is»land blessed wrih 

enchanting >n|I stations, salubrious di* 
mate and balmy brcv?es on the one hand 
and famous pilgrim centres like Har^ar, 
KisHikesh and Varanasi on (he other. The 
state is endowed wiPi immense tourist 
potential. The spots of natural beauty arvi 
landscape of the state are so iascinatuig and 
varied (hat, perhaps, no region of the woHd 
can compete with its beauty and grandeur 
The hilly regwn, a pan and parcel of the 
ma)eslic and unparalleled Himalayan 
empire, has a number of iiealih resorts 
Mussoorie, the queen' among tourist spots 
2000 mts, above 8«a*(evel,Chakfatg. Tehn, 
Uturicashi, Lansdowne, Almora. Naimul, 
Aanikhet and Pithorgarh, 

They are al I treasures of eihi laratmg 
beauty. Hilts apan. a luurifl is sure to be 


By Partha Rc^y 

«if Indian arihi«ectun> in th(> Indo Aryan 
style* (Sndkan Archrlerrureby Percy Browni. 
The temples of khaiurafio arv like irwvH 
amid green hills, ooen fields, pondN arsd 
rivulets and the slesisy hamlet :if Bundef. 


v.itHiv til deet jnd aniekHX'*' tn ihi'u n.tliit.ii 
halxiAl. Tor ormth(»lii|ti»ls llien* is the Miera 
Bird ^nctuary Jl >hivpun Other sputs of 
touiisl altrailiun are (he Panthamaihi 
(ilaleau • • a paratlix* par exx vUcvk e fur trek* 
kcry and rtn k*( Jimber^- the Omkareshwar 
temples. Ujioiniemplrs, Chmakout, Taiuf 
Mas|id at Bhoisal, Sanchi. UdayK>n, Urchha 
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S4F. lhr^^ Mahal 


khartd. 

The state aboursds m wildlife, too The 
NatKHsal Park nf Kanha, Bandhav|tarh, 
SSsrvpuri and Parsna provide too* ists with (he 
rare opportunity to see tigers, txsom, a 


andChancSen M.P. Tourism offers a wide 
tanpe of comfonable and wefMumished 
accommodation units to see all (hrs The 
ric h tribal heritage n another lourist mains* 
lav nf the Pate 



HisKry ar (he 

enthralled by elegant archlieciural mono* 
merits like the temples at Samath. the 9ara 
hnambara, the miraculous Taj—the most 
photographed monument in the wortd^rtse 
Alamgin Mosque, a queet miiture of Hindu 
and Mughal styles of architect u re, the losser 
pa't mptosenhng Hindu deggns and the 
upper pan a mosque. 

The famous Corbett Natorsal Part with 
an areaof S20iq kms.. the Namital lake 


resort, the pnstine beauty of Mussoonie and 
Uehra Dun are other major loudsi attrac* 
(torn. The lofty shrines of Yamunotri, Caiv 
gotn. Kedamathand Badri nalh, the skiing 
resorts of the AuM slopes are sure to provide 
jn impressive eaperience 
Uttar Pradesh has so many sacred as well 
as historical spots and has seen so much of 
history ihrou^ the ages, (Kal It is not 
poHible to Rive any reasonable account of it 


$pg&«r 4dyfrtiggrhgm 






About 4000 temples, 
40 bathing ghau, 

1600 gopika stories, 
and Ra^ila of course! 


Mathura beckons you. And you can stay by 
paying anything from Rs. 10 to 75 per head. 


(rvihii^( obtxit lord Khshni 
ill and aiound Maihuro. And in 
MaihiiraMMi 
jriumffiniiiuoii too 

Suy in a Rk tO 'pci h«ad 
doniiiioTV 01 i R». TV- oiicooled 
niom and^ham ihc lords namt* os 
you ve hib irxrnds loise olnr ui thr 
IIXK] and odd icnipln. Oo m 
Bhoonii and perhaps vou 1 l i-omc 
acRTSs i < cwhcrd x-ho is » 
drsTcndant nl the Yadaw. 

In and wand MaUiura ihpir are 
many p^acn you ran sm. Like 
Bar^ana. liokul. itadiiakund. 
Vnndaiv, Nandgann and manv 
more. 

\ 4 'lii(hetei pjjie vou goiu, rc« 

rf»^u/cd VO11II 5 ixl aicommodiiKM m 
dir tniirvsi bungalows andYatr 


To you an idn we 


. r- Hi' 

ToliriR Buople* > . ' 

Bmna' 

(l96kiTu6?pq^peih») \ X, 

ToujM Bonotov A ^ . 

GoM .< /* -SDM 

IW;4S ./ ' 

(lU kn. ftm Mh^ 

TouruSunsdow 

CM lino ‘ 

MaduR 

(Itikan. OoraUeSu) ** * a 

« , 4 • 

Touftfl Bungido«i 

lUdhakuod —SUhtiii' 



So set ou and see «4iere the divine 
who authored the Song Ceiesual 
lived Fedup» >ou'l} hear his (lute.. 

UieeUy mnducied tours are also 
avail^ frwn Delhi 


For hinlier details contact; 

[5y 

VJ. Scale Towin Devdopnait 
Corportem Led 

Ctundralok 

SSJanpath. >4ew Delhi-110 001 
Phone: ^!SS) 
or 

V P. Covemmeni Touriu Offices 
ad over the roumry. 


f.K/suriJ6 









Glorious Chittaur 



^Chinvjr /s one oi rht* < /h.ir u* 

bem (kmfned to c imumutt '^rv^h 
indi»»w4yon hpf wtndmti j\t vra 

wiih •.fi>nei ihoi loU buM .1 hc*ru 
foughr and died. iht‘ mi* on fh^tmounijm 
fop though dncfOwntHi and g.i/es tH tt Iht' 
pieins thjit she hus often ghneitngnitti 
fence points pm vering un/Av the Nx ^ 1 «•/ 
cheiging sQujdtoni ’ 

- -£V Annrp tfewnr 


C hiiiAur n*nunis( > d nuny a 
bill lit* HatlliH . hff .kjst'it h4*hl «i 
fxi^i^i'in: hollh•^. 

I n*i d of thi- s«»lr>v>.|it*Ai . 1 * ih«' 
kaipuls wh.j p»t«t<*rfO(l h> imsik 
but rtol lirntJ in iroor iit t*ni'mus, 
b4trle^, lv<JUM* sonw ruthless *tulr.in 
4nevil«v«<in(hi*hi«aurvof a(|u««*n \hi‘ 
MigJ of (hirijur bav Ui‘n wnilm and 
fewriRen with iht* l)iuvb i>i (|\ vafiani vmw 
4i>d dauKblers atnir every »u< • i^^ivi* bhuHly 

biK\e 

Sonx* 112 ki It KTitRreN (n Kn I irla ipur, ih* 
luod that Ifads in ltisu>ric ChiRautiwfb i» ^ 
smooth c>n«>itbt*f s«V*4it ihi>r<tMl 

ar« iKld^. mjki<lKlb(* imjrni*y nuxe 
pleasant SiivaK'O tn thv wHith f jvi of 
Raiasihaiv ChMyurti.irh isaKMii 4im 
above sea level f hiuaur ^nri, aicund 
whi(.h revtilvt'v lUc hiskiry <a ( hiiiriurRa^b. 

with itsold^lb'inenl. a*ooM•^«ala^ 

ikilaied rock, the samt* ... 

plateau ChitMur Kyi isrheheM 

known ol Ions mS.iiastIIjn IhrmalMhe 
e*at I dale of il» s vnstrw tH)n i> mri known, 
tradiliun, howeve*. astnlivs ik (funding by 
Chilrang Mau/ya m the ?thc»’niury, Fei 
eight hunired years. Ihe tort was thc< aprtal 
of Mewar except for \i>iyi inierv ih during 
which invaders Mil ifK*it supo mocy over 
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exatat w»ie*i 


Rana Udaisirsgh founded the city <if 
'daipur in 1 AD and shefted the capital 

lere. 

As one enters the fort, ea< h yone 
iddenly comes to life. The ofiect is 
#smefi&ing, if yixi know the h-story of 
tewar The Ipipmdarv beauty of Padmini 
hich was the cause of het duom; the 
luhar committed by the fair queen alung 
Ith 1},000 women. lyyalty of Panna Dha* 
ho sacrificed hei son to save the heit to 
«throne; the devo»Min of the greatest of 
le great saints. Mee»J 6ai; the images of 
ana Ung», Rawal Ratun Singh and Ran- 
raiap vivldiy come to life one after the 
Iher. Many centonos have p-issed liv. but 


6 v liiishn N iHhwuney 

Im has lea f ■<r*n ablr* to (*ra>«* Ui hh ili»* 
mi*mi)rieMit itx'clmceiHlanlc the sai iilnev 
nvH b* liv * mt* .mi al I to sas'i* if vir 
nyithcrl.KHl ,ml himna uf fhisi sssxivniidk 
III mi (hi* imslaughl s* the (••H'n.y an.! the 
IcMIles itkM wen* ihr jsi tm tins vali.mt rati* 
la i-xgih’ 

for a limiiv .tpijrii lalnm la tin*. hisNaH 
relM . I* ivniHe>s>irvtM kiHiss atitllelyliri the 
hnaory riMeswar sfDs kaltv liumtlM* Mih h> 
ihi* 1 r>l|i I I'fHury 

ihiOHsi sMstr fhi'rt'Wi'ient iirrii«g 
f omU Is lyiwixii ihi* Sultan lU 1 h*lln .M«i 
IhePiiiHiMifMew.u AIU«Vrinkhd|i the 
SulUiuif t Vdhi ranJrxilhi'kirtin mil 
t Ushify lias tl dial Hw plan Iit4iind tlw sH'ie* 
Was to win the tai* (A**001'.Klmm. wiN* 
Rawaf Kotan Smgh. ruler la i hiHour 
t hstonan Saraum, however, is ol (hr* vh*w 
< hfffaw tort A mtw 'U I'adriHws «unM»«v m*vm 


( that ihts wav |y»t the nsd tatiM' All.itidriiM 
' wanhrf lotiirxiul'r RanlhjiiiliiHO Chiii.iur. 

I C hjnikrti. Malwa. Dhar and ti||air> .I'.tht'y 
! :>lai (*s svire vtiategu ally inifHyt.ini to 
I iimuuer Ihelks i.m tolutirl his 

. iMrilirtKins. kHihi litsUaplutisI 

: K.iiitliairihi -e 1 he Sul tan dy*ii I .iid s w’ltr* li 1 
( hiltaui AllauddiA iKit it (^unti 

, l*.iilniini was sfwnvn to him, ft** wiiuld laisr 
It K'' iiw- 1 ft iwevvi, atliv shs* vsas siv 1 wn i<> 
hiti* *n a aiirny, /Iw* Siilt.io ihnNigh a < li-vei 
ploy I .uXureti ihi< Ran .1 1 iv«* hirncki^d sfIn I 
I fH.kvi’s w<*rs‘kilks] in rest jinglho Priiut* 
kiirhi I iHiliniMvl (hr* sK.*iti* lor six mortths. 
\\tM>n all lw»^Mn III VK lory of ilit* Raiputs 
wen* lirst and tW<it w<>MmnuiH*ni ixi ih<* 
Nvi/fMi, (Aii'ert H.HliruDi enleir'il IIh* 
sutai'iranrsin i ha'iilii*i alixtg wirK the wivs*s 
arid ihi* daughters s»l lh<* iMenders 
memfyring I f.tKV) fhedcKirs wen* tealed 
tiHiind ihemand ttH*y iiirUHilated 
ihemtelves 



Av«wuf tCwnbhaPalare 
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n.HfORMAsrf: X£.m 
PAH iXi UJJ.SCh bP 


lekbijtcs (he hiMofK I'xeni 


** 'Mil nunv >plenJ<uim( 

Ciisicrn i\ n 
<il Mirpiisis 

W;i\|u’(l hv (hi U.Mi’tv ‘A liiv 
Ol Ill’ll).'*^ I • i»MN| Is st<i|ri.<i 
Utih fHMtlhs |*MM. 

c •i»p.tj;nii. Knh.Ml. .ifkl mini 
U’sst't kn«'nri hiii rut k’'s 

hcinhi’' 

I >Ki( jrni pl.Kul ( 'h'hk,i, (ho 
^rJs*kl^h u.iU'i 1.1 Ll in 
Avi; 4. is ;i popiil.ii :th<nh' lr>i 
mi|:r.iK»r> birds 

11" th. iMMji.ihsi ihm N ibc 
hoi siilphiir spriii]; ,il lApl.ip.iiii 

Aiul Smilijhil N:*lM»n.il Kiik, ;i 
siixm liiis'st uilh pMiis'ilcil 
lloM unj hi'Ki.i, IS smipK 
hcs«>ii«| ihi HilJcsi Kiu^Mi.iiimi 
Mij^rah^s f<irds, icviJnM iipt^is 
.insj vk'ph.iots. iii.inl «.klci l.ilK. 
uilil rhmvrs .ill mi iIM'ii 
n.itiit.tl h.*Hii,ii, imiitinbinl ;<nd 

unsiHiiN bs kisilis.iiMfii 






Instant ORISSA! 


Aixiii (i«Hfi hemp milurjIK 
(hniiiiilul. I he si.iiv is a 
(iCA'Alls’*house n( hisistriuil 
feln*> And nuHiunKnis I «in|:- 
.ip»'*;iinMHl-d«iK* Jjin. IlinJu 
jml HiHidhisi icmpir- 
vMinpk'ies i«>vk-<iJK is aihI 

•irsh.iei'hipisAl nrnkUfns «il i*ijis 
tf-HK hv. (In* s'Urst hnn^ Ihv 
IMAVpd'KJiumloiU'i s.ivcs 
liom l\t <Vniu«>. W While 
siiitK* U’N (o (he lAVAjses ol' iimv 
.iihI ink. mheiN hke iIk 
i.i^.imijih Irmpk al IV i l1?ih 
< vniiirv. A[)| \iill huh unih lilc 
AiHl p<AVv( I'hv Sim temple Al 
Kim.iik Is Ihe hcM koinvii 
Aflu»np Ihe iHHienc K.itmican 
Nlvlr ol icnipir .Kshitcilure 

IlM' rmnisiin < ApiUl vils oT 
HliuKitK'sA.ii lus jn uncwni 
sisU’f »hKh h.iJ Al one iime hs 
nuns .is haxi (crnplcs. ol which 
opK MN} irm.iin Siv liundfcd* 

I Old I injurAi presides, wilh a 
(emple iIkiI («*«vrsovri .ill. And 
Amonp tlie •Mher renipk*' 
sompk’vrs m * Ihs < VhedrAl 
c 'liv Ol Indu’Are MiikiesuAi 
r I lull <'em III \ I Ram R.inidhh 
V enlurik .khI KedAi (mhiii 
« l^lh ( ciiiurs) 

I )lwiih Hill sl.inds wiiiH’ss to 
l.mpeioi AshokA nuking peme 
WKh himM'lf ^>nly. lhe rock* 
rdieis Are m ihe king lorgoiien 
kinjtUAge m pjti A 'Viswii 
Slum I StupA*. hull I m issvni 

^__ L. * 






Dili (here was a luo^ fell need 
to l>rtd|;e tht gap hsiwetn 
places m lounci mirresi unj 
servtecs availahki and that is 
CMCdv what cnirepreticui ■ K 
, MohA"ly JhJ wiiU Ssm>vii 
Travels jmJ «n evening, never* 
hefrirc tour^pavkage named 
afiei I he popular elassient 
daiKC>lorm of live viaic 

% 

^ Naturally. 'The (Klissi P.iek.igv* 

U war an insiuni hil* 

S The 5*I>ay/4.Niglu pjckagi' 
inclu<k.> AUiMnmodjiion in 4« 
Star iMcIs 41 IlliiihmtAWAr 


AnJ the* I .iliigiroKninagiM 
vompk'S. I 1 . 1 S heed ck>vi(htil hy 
lliiren r song. iIk f'hmese 
pilgrim hiN|ormil. as a 
riourishdig Htiddhist iinivcisuv 
sjllctl I'ushpagJii 

C'okmifLl Is lUM ihe Word lor 
OrtoAa and it sIuswa in (Itc kiCjl 
hAndwidlts, he il 4pplH|ue-work 
lAimpiesAUd umhrellAs id hpli 

or pmaebiirA pjioiings und 
papier'inaehe masks of 
Rdgh«ir4)p«ir 'Kutki* sarees. 
idsourve. have long hecn 
lAshtonahW 


and Ptiri. 

iransIcTv Irom and lo airpirri, 
hrcaklAst. shopping sprees, 
«ij(hl*seeing ofeouiH' ;ind a foe 
Odissi pc>lorm.inee 

Small wonder, ihcreloce. iVi ai 
Rs L^lu per pemm (loi groups 
o( S or multiples) ;md R.s .^4<Mr 
chelusively h>r couples 01 Iwo 
persons, the irav’oJ ngenev's 
booking olfives in i'nkutiu. 
BomhHV and New (V'lhi .ire 
hi^y dice* ling irjilic 

I o OrissA' 






sDNuorminK 


The ser and htti.w tUivi 

one of thf grcctttM Rhiimi ruled 

Orim I S(Mt AL* Hewoii li>l>jiTk's 
dRa i n (lie MiinIi nm f k* .tlv i rtt-icMicd Ihc 
lodhi wrvereiKnsu^ (X'Hv and raUis«il 
Malwa Heeteftis«‘(ihtvin(luviH e in 
ceniral India jnriC.uiarai and K'eailv .mItIihI 
lu IheprCsIiROoi Mewnai llow,|t» hiMeyit 
defeated l)v HaiHir m ib<>lv«llli'ia Khanwa 
in .1S?7 AO Ittna was SUM mkil Itv hi% 
Ihird son Kjnj Man Sin^h sshn nas srem 
succeeded by his Oikta«ii.i|r»’f. whn 

was an eROisi. vmdu tive anil disrus^at tM 
10 hrs oiiiilH S(Tini( ihis iipfijriuniiy. 
Bahadurshah ol l<uj<sta( sIixpihU hiR.iur in 
T S14 AC). Alnv>sl evnry < lao linl t|s ihii^ 
rhiriy*|iivci thousaiid v.iliarH kannilv weie 
sUm, I his was ihe s« und ' Saka' la 
Cbtlaur Kam karnAvaii, ihi* kkyhin t^ueen 
seni fcnifierOf I liimayun a Rakhi aiiri 
miuesKtl him ii > n.iw < hiiiaiir I lunkivtin 
marcNd inwards (hitiaur l»ul hrlurv he 
( iiijIiI reaih, rhf* fi hi Irfl lo ihe i«rM*mv Ram 
Kjrndvali sik>ns;ssdh 1 l.tRXl .viinH*n 
commitled jauhai aliei haminsK (rvft thi* 
i usiody ol her vounx '>•>•> LkiaisiORh u> his 
nurw, Pannd WhenMuiiiayuntrsKhsxl 
(hifldur BahaiUiishafi iHnMUs! ( hniauf 
Itente was restored ti> Hikiamien 
HufTuyun fi^M vkI arwl nnseialikdiet aust' he 

IiikJ teas I>«hI l.ue 

T/selhm/otw l'ila« SmRhwasemhrooed 
m I5i7 Prouda* hf'was. hcMHined 
malrimonial ailMiH wiih ihe MuKhjK So, 
Akbar dci idl'd to sukluc iht' Kana I k> 
man hed lu saw* ( hitlaar nn (hr* rr*quesi uf 
hb Kakhi' sisiit Mis own son, iMiwive*. 
was beni upon suhduiiiKlfiesoni)l llwsamr 
C^ueen andcapiunnU hilfaur li> 

Akbar man tied in pi^son ajiainsl Ihi' Kana 
with a laiRtsirmy, Rana h fK f ituor and 
renred in Ihe hilk on (he .idvice of l>>s 
chrels, k'avingthe j>fminisiralH>nh/ibe 
catc of lamial amt f'alta, who Rua'dcd the 

fofi nil they died fikhling ihe em-ny 

f ighi ing (oniinued ceMfessf v h«n 
Oclober 20,1 Sl»7, to February 23, 1 SMI. 
when laimal wav shot by Akbar. The entire 
)(jrrisondiedfiKhl<nK. rhevromenfulk 
performed |auha'. 

The destriKticn of Chdiaurdid not deter 
Ihe spiril uf the Raipul c Ian of Mewar. ARbar 
had to fight them from time lo time during 

Ihe greater part of hbreiRo Ontkiai 
Singh'f death, hisson Prarap Siif^h 
ascended (he throne Kana Pi,'lap as tw* 
came to be called, emlnidii d .n inutsoH, lh«' 
spfni of Raipuf fri'cdom. who < i hwu le*eii il 
a dishonour lo bow bc'fureihi MughoK 
Akbar sent Mansingh. his amn «tmd, rt/ 
subdue the proud Rana. In the lam»u> ImPIo 
of Haldigf^.Praiap SingiI was defeated. His 
invincible noise Chetak'died too while 
saving the iifeof his master. Though 
defeated, ihe bailie earned Rana a place 
amortg the immonal heroeyof Mother 
India. The Rana, after some time, < Mlecied 
his band with the help of his minisik-r 
Bhamashash. (n one of the short' ampantM 
he recovered all Mewai em opt I iMtUur, 
Ajmer and Mandala. Tn commemprjio the 
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VMrSumbh RnnembwMic>wrr<e> tomi^ 


desoljiiiin <e ( hiit.iu* he* irilordH n «1 to 
hmiiwh ,«nil his sch < ihs* «\ c«s* (liirig i H 
luxury unlif ( hitlaiii «*iukJ la* ro'hmxf Pi 
Ifm ft.u|HN* I tw HiKlt (In* K.MV1 1 nufcl m m tuki * 

I kH k < hiK.ue (ill h«s Ust |«(smI i I«* he'hi tws 
hcsid H'Kh «■ hI mn «*i 1 n iw i^l I a*ii a e his 
mkiiiMt.Uili'hM' SklbM 

Tl H* h vt Ims *a*s en »u>((*s k .aasit us pol s 

<SK h ,11 il m IIh* hi sP ■ s rtf 

< hi 1 l,u«K.iih MPt IfH'P.Hkiii hif i(>n«*s 
Hh.iiriMi Pof ivna*(f .in»>r sol.uiki HfbiH«)n 
I ).issi)(lhsun *.shi>h«iKlH «uhI a«(s killisl in 
Ihe s(H oni I 'at*'.? * I >! ( fMil,MW Ni'.ii ihc* s* R 
are meriHHials oa |ai<iMl •mhI kudl,! who nne 
killed fighnnK AkUir ihnmk ifw* ifuid sie|{i* 
Akb,H fwd i LiitiMxl Ihi* tnMUhe oT (hi* diMlh 
iX pmwl liy hw own hamK I hi* tlMul gili* 
ol ihi*fiHl blkrisunvinlhif wiMm* K.ig.ina 
S« nfw or I Mwjia ,«r«l Kmii aha Vuia ol *s.Hlri 
loUMhi ami were killed m Ihe sta oml sai k 
Anrt Hiiminuri Pol, towards the* wulh is 
(•anesh Pul on the bend. Ihe fifth and sialh 


Ikil.h t'w.isiHiih R IS In'IiimvI Ifi.u (^iii'isi 

>*.ii|n'ini < onimrlU'il |.ioh«M in nm* o) rlii*M* 
wdilivfaiu’.ui I IhunU rs lowaiiMliri'.isI ol 
kunil>h,i pjl,h«* IS f,Kell Piakasli M,kh,kl 
iKJih hs M«ihar<in>i I ,ii«*h singli nl tJiknpur 
lotlH'MHrlh r.ist IS (Ih* fiiiii h'liiiii*' knimn 
asVii B«e*s IVik.mk shriiw*s i his is 
fa'iu'vni l<»liiUs* ii>*t*n fstnlf in llic rl«*vt*nlh 
I i*i>l(irs ,««f icrxrv.lliHf In MisH.Mnk*f |,iim 

MitIwsi'ar lotlv* si>ijlh w(si«a 

|1«* i«<.hI is ihr* linsi'tiil Victnrv 
Uh* louM of s II tory kiv m n i>s Viiny 
sr.milily.t is.t nnKiia* s(n*i mmi>(I ciI K.i||)iil 
,ir( hihs tiMc Iniitl hy K.iti.i Kiiinhha tr> 14>I[| 
Al) iiK I MiMiH'Mi'H.iu* his si( torv nvit 
XtahnkHai Khilii i;rM.itw>i VMifia 
Iviscimtsi «a 4 7 sa|ii.(n*ti'<'i .iiirl lOlivi high, 
iIh* iinm has nim* slon-ys i onni** tod by a 
4atnaM*with IS? steps whii hgirwimling 


are Rvla Pol and luxnufi ^if. The main 
Rate of the fort IS known as Ihe RAm Pol 
lac mg wesf. ThepiHarsol ih«s gainvav are 
covi.'red wtih sculptured ornamental 
desigm of Hindu denies. 

From Ihe memorial of ChudawaiPana, 
who was kilted by the forces of Akbar, the 
road to the north leads m the plares nf ru ms 
and small seulemenK .Kid fhe vHirhertt road 

10 the priiwipal munumerHs. ^ wv' n\H h 

iIh' open Hat grovnef. the* view of Chriiaur 
lowncanhehadmlull On rhi* pfailurm rs «i • 
huge* 4 ircular bastion with a vaulted | 

cliambce. known as the Nav Lakha I 

Hhjndar. h wasMipposecf tohmnethe I 
treasures house of Mewar with Kcild and | 
li’sveflety amouniinK hr nme lakM at that j 

iiim* 

r hw of the imthpiant nmnumenh m Ihe 
*iHl fs (he KuftiMia palace Mosrly m miiH. *1 
IS ,ki> allrat live buiUmg typH al of Raiput 
I ivi I archnec turn Recem etc avaflom have 

11 ^eal<'d the exdtence of hwie underground 
I iHlars with vatihed rgiifs over whKhthe 


ahtvoaielv ihriMigh j cemral wall and a 
gaflerv formed around a Tfie sirudurv b 
122 m( high. Col. lud h.is dose nlred the 
Vijay Surnbha ay one which b much 
superiof hi ihe Qutab Mmai In drsign and 
executHm, 

The templeo< Kali is nne of the cdrlest 
lempli*. in ihe IihI, d.ltinu |>a< k hi tlW' hrh 
Century To (he south of Ihe KjIi lempic* is 
the I amous pal.K e of Padmmi. die wifi* <)t 
Rawal Ralan Singh I? is a f.irge buildiOR 
rrvedouking j lank, m Ihe of which 
IS ariti(h(*r pavtUm so id h 11 w) \idmjn i s 
•sl.md retreat PadiMim w.is sfiuwn lr> 
Allauddtn in a mufur in ihis ij.iiasc* 

As svt* retreat from Iht* lurt, >lu* (*fli*( t b 
'aw I ikr after w^Ui hi ng ,i war tii m ] fii' 11 Mh 
otnieljl tln*w>urHl of Ihe hooves ufruonmg 
hor^, iIh* sky high flai'ivs engufimg rhe 
mnixenr. the shruks of ihr dymg, thi* 
saffron rufies worn Iry the w.ini'Kv and Ihr 
'Rakla Tilak on their furtHwadt sud(^.inlv 
haumvs The earth Icaiks ted all uv«r We 
are uneasy walking un il. 
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S lr^linK MM I aiMhIh* iHh* mI 

hmtiNtstof jr v«Mis I'v.tirfft* 

<(in(mh I Kill ifu •«Mv rr^vt-l iCHtifMinv 
FfiivrU tK|ii«iili«inili (*vl Ittl^ 
oni>su(li (tKii|i.in> ivltM li h.«skmvn 
.ibir r.* Ji liirv** till' li<>>;inr>iftK wilh .1 vn.ill 
iMndyif ffUTi m 1‘ll^1, tl »h,i>n«»w J** 

Ulk IS l<1 I'1'k4>l ,*nii <1 CllflMS JtIHKMl rkH' 
wctld ttvl.u'. IfUiflc*s.iianKi<(MlUM’l 
M( iltliis MU lulling ill mil siK .iikI 
liiurv To.ulilli>iKl4Mih<f>., rUhj«alM» 
wiH) nunv «iwiurl>> Ircnti Ihc (hi^tiiiiw-fK <il 
i»ovi*ff'iiyml nl IrulMliK *K 

rnofitofMHJs M*fvi< t* in fh<' |tf</nKriK>n ul 
KiufsiTi. within .tnij iiulMtfc* ImJia 

T hfi irkM 1M mhi 1 •)% up (hr i iKntMmv was 
miKit^ >11 thi* anniMl 1 iMivimtHm tii rr«ivi>l 
A||ffiTs Ai>MX irilKm ul Irulid m Oarioelirtg in 
l^NiO. Ar ihdi tinx* (hi'r w«fe iuinouisth.il 
th^ Irdvcl iHiMrii'MN wi-ildbf n.XiofMlisuif ri 
J Ijf]!** PWlkMijI Ir.iw'l was not 

fiKinKj Ihus l(ir**cnid|of I iinH> 4 nics— 
K'ena 6 (o . M***! ury ami rr.xlr WiriKs 
cnnibirMHl to fi.tntfh* t onftxoni v lHisinc\> in 
on vRf)(^MrK>fital Iwmv ihr s<h (iss i>< this 
s< homi* IkI 10 iih option ol TCI in I %l. 

by meffiinit lfii> intjound ujvot btivniss ol 
ItTiia & Co. N. ldnin.Klas & (o, ler & 
Muirh^Mliind ^ ’itk Winns iBomhay anH 
Cdk utiai. Initially. TCI waneO ofl wiih lour 


TCI: A trailblazeKs profile 
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1 H.ini h offis and Inn • partners, T r.Mic 
Winn^ (Hombav .wl C ak utlai ofitinl lurf 
I.Mr^ In MITb, rIomisiK anil inkmitHmal 
1m kHtnx was also aikliii uo k> the* 1 om* 
(tany's numpfuus ai The i ompavv n 

torlav hradi'rl hy si« diriH tors hbo Katft.ud, 
Alii Kati^ira. Arvmd PanUi. JaRilish I'.uikh. 
Nai«sh kotak. Arrshna KiXak. BhaKWan 
KfiUli .inrM>r IVanav Pankh 

l< I has various hrsK to its 1 n^ln Bwas 
tin* hrs( tootam an ovt*tsi*as salt's uHice lu 
t»(imoH* liMilan tourism. New.imasliki* 
^ikVim, Bhutan l.Mlakh. Andam.His and 
I akshw.wbaii (k^*kV>T| fur ior^ftn 
(ourisis liisi Iry 1 X 1 Ihr c (wnfunv was aho 

rht'lira 10 innorture.sli IrnlMlourskiy 
HMilijriihHhts n ahoHXrocluted Iheion* 
i i*|j( of s|)ei.ial*«nler«sl kitirv in Imha. 
luouftlx in thf 1 *m lourisl < harti*r Itiithls to 
lhp< iHintry. Iht* lirsi hi ininxhKO RiHkIhist 
lours, ihe first inhonR mt cnirvt*lours lo 
India ami LiUly ibe first to introdut r* (iins. 

I Hit in llh* Imlian (At*an 
WMh ovtx a thousand |in<lesshio.ils at 
wurk, ofln m India anl '* .ilinMid. over 
a thousand aftiliah^l iravi'l ajimts around 
llw wuHil .md a imvnlx'rshiiiol niosi main 
lr.ivi.«l assiMtatiuns wiirklwHle. U ItoriavKis 
Ihr larittsi network in Assa A 
T( Ihasvarhws unique priHlm isN»ofkv 


■SPlEt)f>TH. Inyiant hotel reyervalion ser* 
snre assurer mom rew^pvatiem m over SO 
hotels dl maj<ir in India 
■ 111 IS tnrlia's la'liesl int entivi* tour ofier* 
aIcK ll isd member i>l SMC, IDMA & 
Nelv.'nrid Iru Some of Ihe (nmpanies who 
have wm ihen winners wiih T( I are Aisfa, 
Aitip. (ar*nn. I’hrlqH, Itiyol.i, fCiwasalo 
andnunyirvirt* 

■Adventure li'iHs A wid<>rdri](eof tours 
*n(ludf, mount.iineerinK. while*water ralt* 
inh. trekkinit wildlife, t.voel sai.ois, 
•inttlinft, shikar arirl sr uba Jiviok A spiH 1.1I 
sell handles alt the ntAiwsary arranHt*menis 
■f< I has rnirndiKed wetAly liaedrVpadure 
(<m h trnifs In louosis i imunu into itulia lo 
Delhi. Aitra laipor, Khajurjho V«ir.\n>r'* 
kalhin inlu and SPinapir 
•TCI will lie inii«)du< iHK s;«y Mllmiey* 
m(K*n |VK kaifi's ami Uiurs to distmatinns in 
Indi.i I ike Ct M, Kashm 1 r, Koda 1 kan.i I, 
M.tlheran. Mahabali'shwar, Doly, Ne(>al 
.lodhr BanxIuA. SinjiaiKue, jakaiia. Kafi, 

< hina and Maunlius 

The set ret of 1( I's sue < vs> lies 01 the 
loyally and rfi^li<ahi HI ol Its stall Over ISO 
stall memhets have ihjI in over ill yi'.in. ol 
MXvKp All ihrs speaks volumes lur TCI and 
Its pHincepmn spirit llul for the pioisuer 

ihrre lynumsi 
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TOURS TO BANGKOK, PATTAYA, SINGAPORE 

HOLIDAY PACKAGES IN INDIA AND NEPAL 

SPECIAL “JUST MARRIED HOUDAYS” FOR 
HONEYMOONERS IN INDIA AND OVERSEAS 

EURAIL, GREYHOUND, BRITRAIL PASSES 


Travel Corporation India lid 
*[ \\oufc 46'C. Chownn^MC Road 
c'akulti 700 071 Td; 449971-74. 445469 

DarKvlMM. Palna, Varanasi. Lucknow 
nr nt our 25 c4bres tn )ndo 


ADVENTS 






VIP CLUB CARD - THE CARD THAT 
REFLECTS YOUR STATUS - MAKES 
YOUR MONEY GO FURTHER. 



Welcomed lr> all otfmated 
establishments Internottonolly. 
With 0 Vl^ CKJb International 
membership you get more 
than just another card 
because ViP Club card entiles 
you to a unique and 
comprehensrve range of 
Servrces and privileges In 
India ar>d Abroad. 

VIP Club membership will 
eiter^d you o recognition 
reflectir>g status ond high 
social life style. 


LOOK AT SOME OF THE BENEFITS OFFERED TO 
VIP CLUB MEMBERS 

e Upto 40% df on your hotel bills ond 20% on cor 
rental In India and ^rood 
e Save upto 20% In restourants or>d shops 

• Personol accident Insurance upto Rs. 5tl000/-. 

• Retrieval of lost luggage. 

• VIP Club News, monthh* mogojine sent to 
members. 


2 Ptease BrnoU rT« os o memoef. Enclosed Cneque/DO No lof Rs 

S Nome-_Occupofton- 

5 Tel Off_-Aodreu — 

MEMeeWHIP FEES VIPCIufe Inteinotlonal 

i Year fts SSO/* Embassy Centre. 

3 Ywr Rt. 1,200/-, Norimon Point, 

ViP Club Gold CofO AM Mombmhip) R*. 8,000/.. Rombay.400021. 



R A Advts /VIP/001/88 
















Move over, cash! 


SDNUOrTMimi 



T h* worldwide revolution in rfedrt 
4ard5 has mode a law but 
Mtcessful Mad 10 India A 
revolution in Ihv world at 
'Buy Now, Pay later" Ihar has 
chan^ the lifestyles of people and ihe 
Kienceof KonomKs It is a o>ovt*men1 lhat 
has already made ciarrency "oU fa>h<oned' 

inihedovcloped Western countries The 
roarl to a cashless, c heouvless soc leiy. il is 
said, IS paved with ihc one billion credit 
cards in use in the world 
In (he old days, ihe sysiem was harier of 
tlTHKhi and services. Then came c o*as made 
of (Kor ious metals ? hese were fou^ tu he 
lOcunvenicnl liec nuse of thi* iMfk arv) the 
lackofsrtlety bsxm, papier moneveamva^ 
an <i( t'eptahic* merlium of transaciM>rs and 
Have birth lo ulK^r forms of morselary 
iransfers (ihe cheiiues, drafts, lOonev onkts 
and |KHlaI orders But ihew* were still not 
s.de and convenient vnoii|th < redil cords 
c ame i n l he thitcf w»ivi • hasivall r, they are 
an identifyinji device confirmina ihal the 
holder owns a valtd c redit account svilh the 
issuing urHanis.ition and is thus HijtiNe to 
make port bases on iishasis. OecM is 
at c umulated and al n.-Rolanrservals. paid 
tiackhy (he user 

. PruminentArrser leans, inclucfing 
asironant Neil ArmshoOH. have voted thal 
they svciiild me lode ihe credit card m a lime 
c a^Kule t<i ri'iMescnl the ntpst revoluixmary 

< hannetif the century Iherooceptof 
plastic rnoney is catchinn on in India and 
tisere :ire ihiw <>iHhl funks osuinit iherr own 
r rcfri't cards f)inprs( lubhasbecn 
ippvrahnjisirKe riOU It is the fost card in 
India and the first in the wryld 
Why do pcofjie pi(*fcr ( red it cards lu 
cashf As one business executive pumls ind 
'I haw the c .csh, bui need Ihc c .mveruence 
offered by (he c ards ' 1 he c <ird makes ii 
possible lo travel or entertain wiihoui 
carry inn larne bundles «>f money. (>np 
busir>essman we know, tried c arrying a 
hatvIKig, the type that has come into 
fashion recently, but gave up when he kM it 
on two occasions. 

The proliferation of gcxtds and servKn 
that can be bought on < redii is starring 
Hotel khUi rn Sikkim, a meal in Rishikesh, a 
ticket In London at midnight, hospital biltc 
In Madras, chips to gamble atlhe cayno 'm 
Nepal, shopping in all the maior cities, are 
all available on the cord. 

Credit c^rds score over rash as far as 
safety is concerned. Today, carrying a card 
Is safer than carrying cash. A mernber's 
liability ceases when he informs the I09S of 
his card® the company concerned At the 
Diners Club office, about hundred and fifty 
cases of pick-pocketing are reported each 
rTKimh. This loss would have been great if 
they carried money instead of a card. 

Unfike cash, credit cards offer members 
Instanimublllly A person can travel 


By Pefvcez A^rwjl 
)oinl Managing Oi'ix tor 
Omew k kih India ^vaic limited 

anvw hi^e, anytime* A bwinevviMn may be 
iHv a trip Hr Delhi when he gi'h a < all from 
his hcaJoAice Ms proceed to CakulU 1he 
(ard him 10 buy an Irsikan Airlines 
l*rktl, hire a r or. < hn k ir>ti> a hnaef. shop 
and pay his restaurant bills 
Caid-hiilden appws lah* that they aie 
members r)f a prwptigKVs mganisatxm A 
card gives (hem instant nx iignri um 
everywhere There is tlw story about ihr* 
Managing Direr H» of a mukinaiKmal 
comfsany, who waniitl iu< hix k in al *hc 
HiHon I New Vork (all Ixai-K in 
Curopr and USA rr^iuire lull fwynieni to fu' 
made in odvarx e if a guest is paying m < .tshi 
and was repuesltdiopav inadvanre Ik' 
pruduc ed his < redil lani valid m (nrlia and 
siaried iN' imah*, hn auw the ho*i>l 
iKognised that he was a credit*vH>nhy 
indivxlual in his home r osmtrv 
Mf Husain, theteldirated lndi«tnail«st. 
agrews iSiat c arrrmg a card m ynui les ket 
iirWs k; n>ur rrnbbilgy even it you r ao’r uvi- 
ittogpttmhi 

(ledilc ards maki* puod Insiacss wew 
lor ^maK and large corr^Hinies It ivihi'easy, 
irsetpcetsive way In keep irac k ul hi*scnev> 
iravrl and crMedainmeni* spending h 
reduces c ash advanced and reUled 
at counting, 

f irufM lal conimllen a^iprec ^ate ihe 




have a val id .1 rgumeni They say. why 1 k r's 
one ner*d • um^ uny f u ru K lor < ash .vfvaiu ev 
when ihi* c redit r aid {omitany can kjndle 
the txjlk of c<in>;kvny expenses, using ihose 
luiicUkN 4 >bwn'ks tncerpsr treefi his 
money can he pul to work in rilher more 
pnriitalilo ways 

For example, if a company spends Rs 
a year <Nt travel and 

emi-namnieni. the < ompany’s fkut 1 inild 
amountHI Rs .! 2 k 0 (Ki when<>erJit< aids 
ore srHxl instead of (asli InvesUxl^H >H% 

' (uv annum, ihisroukivk'kf ewer Kv <(>,Sin 
m jdditmnjl ii‘venui* 

TrawH and c^nieiiainriuini c a<d 1 um^sanies 
like Dincxs (luh priivKie a wide range nf 
' reivileges Ir • ma ke Ihe < an I 'inva Inal iU»' f nr 
their im'nibi*rs. Sumi'of ihese lac dilic'saie: 

' sperial discounts in nH^sin IrvdiiS and 
I afuoad, >«oinrnaN fri>e flight inuirarHCon 
I aolirM* III kefs pore hasixf on Ihe < anl, 
enHygr-nc y c .ssh advanc e focihliev, 
i*xc IvMve mail *< irekv servic i* and 
<ommrssion*fr««e iravc*llivs c hei|ui*s. 

Ill Intia, iherr is a | irr^ai ling piyc c^titum 
that a credil card is an insirumeni ix tlx* 
i eliir, used for luxutK’v, exec utive travel and 
, enteria inmpni T hr largis h a V entry of 
I naiH>nahseO lianks mte; the p« lute, with tlie 
ik-lerminittion lo make the c r«<dii card a 
, u^ul lool to Ihe burgeoning middle (lass in 
Indi.i, IS sure lo c hange Ihal prxe efgMin anc) 

: expand (he market 

I So. move over c ash—4 redit < ards are 

I hereto slay. 
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Make the best of Monsoons & Spring time in Puri 



Be our guest at 






SER HOTEL 


U‘s the righi time. The sea calls, (he 
beach beckons. And we wail at 
South F.asiern Railway Hotel. Purl, to 
welcome you. 

20% Discount 

Ist July 88 to 30th September 88 
I SI March 89 to 30lh April ‘89 
Teicx/Ctjnference facilities. Train 
Keserv’atiun facilities also provided 
Leisure/Tranquil work if you 
must SKR Hotel. Puri.awaits you. 




For further details contact t 

Manaarr 

South Cwtm iillwsr Hotel, Pwi 

PhoM i06i Ctbic soar Tek« . Pun 679 256 
Of Otter ConinmltlSupcrtAirrtdem (CaifTlBf) 

M Senntf Road. Calcwta ?D0 001 
niMiea 20-2936. 2a-»494. 20-0257 

SOUTH EASTERN RAaWAY 



Promoting a 
concept 


By Prolima Tagore 

magine h^vtnR vacations war 
yNT fIII20S * Of tvtn than (hat ai 
today's prkev Not <w>lv that, tmaiirw 
soendroft lh«s« vacations al your vwy 
own hom^awav frmn.Hom#, wilhoul 
tht burden drowning a second homr^ 

Iry redible, did you sayt But <1 is 'tut 
Th« 9vffaK« Indian whan RoinR on a 
holiday, has ihfw alwrnaiives stavio 
hotels, slay with friends and relaiives, ot 
have one’s own holiday hon>e. These aie 
either eapeniive or rntrklive piopcnrliom 
Moreover orw b hardly Irkefy to have 
friends or reletives at every hoi rday destina¬ 





tion. Besides, noone wants to be a bother 
too often. Afsdeven (he most generous LTAs 
can at best cover either a comkirtabic travel 
and an urKomforuble vacation, or vice 
versa. In addition (here rs the problem of 
reservalions, that rears its vexatious head, 
soecialty during peak seasons. 

One alternative that satisfies each of the 
above obiectives and gives hesi value for 
money, both short and long ic rm. k Vat a* 
tion Ownership. A vacation>cuin- 
investment concept. H is Aorkiftg success- 
fully in 50 countrws worldwide. Arsd Dal- ; 
mla Resorts imemalionaf P\l. Ltd. are the 
pioneers in promoting the concept of Vaca¬ 
tion Owner^ip in India. 

Vacalfon Ownersh ip is based on the 
concept of time sharirsg and is usually sold 
by the we«l(. It entitles the purchaser (lie 
earlutfve use of a holiday resort apadmenc 
for certain weeUs) every year. Such entitle¬ 
ment is also coupfcd vri^ other rights such 


JS loan. rent, en hanfte. sell. gift, or be- 
uueach as the srheme permiK 

With Vacation (>wnmhip, iw can loc k 
in years of vac aimn at today’s rales. $ii>ce 
Ihec osl of the hofidav resort is divided 
propurtionaiely among ns many t sers the 
e»per>^ borne by eac h vac jiion owner is 
only a frxtion of what il would bc'tnnwn .1 
unit as a svhele And thrioUuf the unit 
deprrvls ors whs iK-t (he pun hascr wants a 
2 - 6 edroom. l*He<boumorr*ffHieni v urM. 
and the time (if the year—whu h has I leen 
divided irHo high, medium and low <ea* 
sons Thus he (inly pays ke ih«r(ime he 
purchases. WhKh means guaranteed 
acrorrwHidatson. withovr the wvrnes iif 
maintenence and (urnishmgs, j spec igt 
vacatiun spot *u whic h to return year afier 
year. 

One uf the hnt things about Vai alvai 
Ownership IS that (he holiday retorts pro¬ 
vide, besi^ (he usual T 4 B outlets, a wide 
rar^ of erHenainrneni activities ourmally 
not available even at five star hotels 

Theruoms are airHotschtiuned, esqmsiie- 
^ furnished and have all (he emmrliey— 
crockery, cutlery, linen, refr'gc^iKor, irievs- 
Sion, piped music, teiephone and a fuliv' 
eouiPD^ kitchenette 

So. a vacatiofser can easi(y kkA m hi« 
own apanment’s kiKhenene and save on 
food costs, if he so desires Aftemadvely. a 
choKe of bars and gourmet r^auranlv 
within the resort would be serving different 
cuismes at competitive pr<es kachresurt 
will also havea variety of mdoor and 
outdoor recreational facilities di-pending 
upm lucalion 

^ning money mao Vac ation < hwnceship 
IS a grrat way of Hwesiing m yeais of 
vacation enjcTyment at today’s pnees K 
provides insurance against 'Vasalion Infla¬ 
tion* Andoveraprrsodof trmpthevaluent 
Vacation Tune Share appreciates, as its 
rentalhub iKencevafuerncceacesm lune 
with ifgular irwreases mcumpetitne hotel 
room lanfh (by almost l 0 % every year! 

TheOld AiKhorisacompie>(>f IB4 
hikunous. hdly furnished apartment and 
the cersvahsed amemlies faculty, sprawling 
Overbd.OOOsq mirs With Vacation Own¬ 
ership ills your> for all nme to come The 
Okf Atk hor is affiliated Id the Resorts 
Condommiyms Intematiresal (RTh.lhe 
svorld’s lad^ resells exchange company 
of today, has oser 1.300 resorlsin 50 
courstries workhvwle affiliated to K 

Nesilir^ in the midst uf breath-takine 
spiendum. Misty Meadows at Pahalgam is 
the second Dairma Aesext which lakes you 
mW one of the most enfhraJimg valleys of 
Kashmir Here.anhekxNhrllsof utow- 
cipped mountams artd oseriooking the 
Lidde* r»ve« IS the nevrest in the cham ot 
Oalm^a Retorts, With 7$ kikunnus, fufly 
furnished apartmentt and the cenpal ameni¬ 
ties ccutvlen spread over 10.000 sq. metres 
of Kish, contoured landscape, with Vaca¬ 
tion Ownerthlp rt h youn hll the year 20S4, 




Yes. thet is whai you 
will say after experiencing 
the S-star seivice ar>d 
comfort of Lytton Hotel 
at 3*star rates. 
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Centraily located very close 
to New MarRef Channel 
fnusfC,^4-ftours room service 
rasfefcrf/y ^corafeef 
restaurants^ 

Dynasty for Chinese ^ 
Gaylords for Indian arid 
Continental Cuisine. 


Where service 
b more than 
a business, 
it's a tradition. 




See you then ai— 






14. budder Street. 
CAICUTTA-TCIO 01B 
Ph: 2B-1B7S (S lines) 

Telex ; 0210$63 NYLO IN. 


















ITDC: A dual role 


A ny pulilu SCI for I h.i> 

(i> try i(s lit-g In m.Ae d fvurh iri 
an industry rlr^itrxtirHl try rhe 
privali* s4*( Inr Snislhc*«ase 
wilhllfX ilrsdia loiinvnfV' 
velupmrr>l (.1 x |M*i 1 In Iho i 2 VM's 

since il' irM rpliun, iht* c cwiniralton has 
been hla/inK r>ew ir.uts in Iht' rfcvekipmenl 
ol K>urist<lestinahiinyas sscll as <m|iruvini{ 
theinfraslfuilun* All abmii il has li*<eri in 
iht’publir fyv Allhtiuuh lirx has had In 
pUy a dual rule- lhal nl prcHiiudriH inunsm 
jnd being 4 tummen ully prolifpublK 
set tor (vganisairorwii h^y never faherad. 

1 he new desli nations opened by d in places 
like hSandvi, Saniulore. Hassan or Kovalam 
have bmught n (recM As a public sector 
organisahon. ii has never been M the 'red* 


tiy Chandni Lulhra 


ode* evpeh ise from rpsearc h arsd leavhility 
si vdN*s li> Ihe nee ution of mmiiv hohd and 
mnrt protec ty, Ihis me lodes hotel m.ina(^ 
menc^ farilHyptanninn, adminiUratKin and 
manprnver deveCopmeni. hmh in India and 
abruad. temeotlhclir upsaf homeirw 
i lode a hotel protect at Pahalgam. a I jM 
toori restaurant at Vatshnodevi and twtels <r> 
hramhalandKanpuf Tie*«^ with state 
Hoverrunents m Assam and 6ihar base led 
to the openrnt ol the Brahmaputra A'imk ai 
(jU wahKi and the iUnc hi Ashek in Ranchi 
Hotels in Bhopal, Puri and PondKherry will 
alsri open this yotr. 
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norrf fiercflivp Aihok Atirroro^ 

ar>d hjy proved tfsat orgarHcaiions can 
achieve the n^ar imt»*Nc;hlr that ol mar- 

I rvingihepromutHKidl and thecomrnen lal 
rotes even in the lace «i here e compel riion. 

Being a pan ol svhai is cumnwhlY knosvn 
as the ’ipivemment set-up*, ITDC has 
received along with < ur^iplimenh 
a large ^are <d 1 ntit yyn li has been 
vuniHimesdut>tH‘il as a l(iss-m«d(rng puNk 
sector undtnakmg by those who havt* never 
bulhered to a* lually \ot'k jt the bottom line 
In fact. irtX hasconyiuently madepr<itits 
and paid dividersds and Lives smte 1 %6. 

ihe year tif its iiKeptccni. 

As Ihe iKily complete tourism organi/a- 
ln«n -with ils tiwn hotel r ham. (atering 
ouiTiis, transport, twlilif ity and tmage- 
iMJildmpextiertise, duiv tree shops arut 
(jdluralafHJ enienaivnenr wingV'-lTDC 
tsas riow reas hed a stage where* it is bosv 
sharing its ^•>|lerKfK^* and laonchnig khM 
veniores wkih Uah ihe i4ivi**niTH>ni argj the 
private setinr. ITUC's conyuHatKy yervic'!t 

BD90f9f 


lill the earfv ttDC had never 

ventured abroad eveept fora small res¬ 
taurant protect in Chechoslovakia Itsmtfr- 
nalionalitation began with the yigningof 
martamg contracts wrth the (Idnor ^totel 
Rrpresentatives fmm Hotifikong and ihe 
(ioMen Tulip fmm the Necherlandy. boon, 
the ArjtanisalKjn's Management Services ch* 
vHion took up lorrign curssuTiant y and a 
restjurant t ailed D^i upersed m Moscow 
at the vamc tune as the feylival of bwha. 

This was fultuwed by coniracb lor an Indian 
cuiyine restaucant at WeNinglon m New 
Zealand and hotels in now Zealand. Cier • 
many arsd the USSR 
ITDC’scpmultarK v evlendy from build- 
iisg pr(>t«iis to puMicaNoiss and public*ty 
and ttrsourtda^ light dtowy tty Corporate 
C omrminrcanum diviyron harsdlm ihe pub¬ 
licity hv the Ministry of Tourism as well as 
for slates like lammu and ttashmu. Rajas* 
than. Uttar Pradesh. Wev BenMl^ Bihar 
andOHsa fTCIT has put up sound and 


I ighi show's tor the government ot dih.ir 1 n 
Busur and is in the pnxess ot gecimg one 
ready at the Cellular M in Port Blair, 
Arsdaman and Nirobar Islands ITDCalsu 
runs the country's three sound and light 
Vkows ai Ihe fU*d fori in Oelhi. the SaLar* 
mai: Ashram in Ahmedalsad and the Shah* 
mar fjardens m Srlnafla^ 

As part of Its tourism pai ka%t, ITDC runs 
duly'free si inps at Ihe 1 nter nal lorsa I airports 
m India Considered among the less expen¬ 
sive duty free simps, the*# also promote 
Indianfoods, suchasnuisic tasvMin, 
cosmefics, liqueurs and wines, gold lewel* 
lery and even mangoe* 

To move arnurKf irr Iryfia, you neeri 
transport and ihe CorporatKiii ha*> itc *wn 
Heel ittcars and cnachts as well as iis own 
iravef a#prHV, the Ashok Trav(*K t» Tours, 

' lhai can plar>,bud||$e( and iMckaKe your 
tours. 

IT 0(' has often been < m icised U h prom¬ 
oting the five-star (ullure I hpcrugh its hulel 
chain. MsiKt, the ITDC hotel chain nr the 
Ashok Ooup has only seven (ive-slar hotels 
out ol the 27 thai it owns m iOdesiirations 
in India. The rest belong to d« four and 
ihree-star caiegory as vvHI as the nu-siar 
category. fh>y enyures ai 1 omny^ation 
even fur the bodgrl-convc ious. To further 
unpfement its social chiei lives and promote 
domestu tourism, the IT (X laumhesa 
series of attractive holiday pa< kages every 
summer. These packagns, spec lally de 
signed for siudenls and senior < iii^ens, 
families and honeymoorsers, offer ht Met 
accommodation and meaU at surprisingly 
low rales 

India has oNen been i Med ay a crxiferum e 
destination and ITDC can c laim a pioneer¬ 
ing role in Che planning, orgaiM/aupn and 
promotion ol national and internalionaf 
conferences arKf conventions Ms Ashok 
Hotel m New Delhi has the largest Lonven- 
Iton hall in Asia wMh facilMies like simul¬ 
taneous translation inio many languages 
ar>d pre-and prist<onventK>n tours 

NVher> the world caiahigues the successes 
and lailurev ol the public sector m India, 
irtX ran startd out as bc*ing ihe only or>e ol 
flv kind. It IS the only organisation ihat has 
survived and thrived in a sec lor where there 
IS fierceconipeiition truui private entrep¬ 
reneurs. Unlike monopoly situalions in 
party ol the travel tr^ri* tTLX* has had to be 
hener than the best to get its normal share of 
business from the discerning client At the 
same time it has cooMiously vemured into 
Ihe not-so-commercral projects by opening 
up new destinations and building hotels m 
places where the private sector has best- 
rated tobreak new ground The ITDC 
travelogue has only iust begun. India is 
ilowty opening the doors of new and 
unknown desdnaHom to lb own people and 
the world al large. 


iFeaiwe 




H<nd Sf^itd Stay^i NetfktDdkL 
Wftatyou arrnotfustA mam man^et, 
but a \iP‘Jrom cSak'in to cftak'Ouu 
AjiitwHat's OUT SKJtt^ We am a 230 
mom botd^ tbeattemton mdetaiB 
that weyntyem if (fuitt 
unmotchabk. Tha nett timayoa'm m 
DeffiifSt^ firm 0^ aow^. Tiy 
tbe Sfiief etperiena. 

Ukaihcation in South DeffA sntiai^ 
^you ham husotfs in 
NOtDA^ OhhSa . Nehru Pioet and 
Ghariahad Ckae fy to main sports 
sta^a And a mm 10 (bns. firm 
rnuMtitf^ r^ace. 

CoS us iodiaf and disujvt rfiut star 
tCfluty at itspetsorutSsed 

Bet. The hrdhnarh of the Ascor chain, 
with ovtrhOO hotds in 50 couneies. 


Tour satisfactim is out Business 



fir: 


Surya 

FtwiACnkMiv. NewDelM 110 0^ 

Trt Stem Tela 091 tf’^IDSUIUIN, 0)1 7Sl92SUtAlN 


csm. amnmoernft. Cglm^C^ 

k«d No 9,i V.f.D )tHL 9cmtwr 400 049 

T«t;«)01900 <M». rifnn Tela Oit.TiiM 

AMBtdkmwtfu^S^Aa^^g^ 


Catney <mh terms te Cmmiyte rfao* md Chp AMfm*. 
*6tmd4 tmta 4 









SPOTLIGHT 



I IK HAS n lak'ni to nbuse. 
'I*hal mwli wc know ub<nit 
Kam 'InKpecttir t'louveau* 
JethmulHni. Hut whii wt 
clKitri know was I hat his 
>(nir shnre his ta* 
li'nts. Aoion^in^ !<» Syrd 
Shiihabuddin. <Ih* nuvtT* 
kk M^’. Ik* )us a 

k'U«*r siiiiH-ii b)' a ct^rt.iin 
•KN. Sixmi on hi^lviK t»l 
kt^pecvor CloUiU’au< hinis4*K. 


hoodwinked the late Pakistan 
Presidenl, l^ia-ul Han mtn 
announcinR vleciiui>s in 
Nuvpmber, when he mis* 
Ukenly believed stie would 
become a mother. Kut Ke* 
nazir has encirK^iTed to Ik* 
able to pariHipale m ilie 
poDs. A bonus surely U/r 
I'H*. whKt will need all twr 
lamed chansma to win At the* 
huslinRS. And perhaps^ 
motherhood will only en* 
hance Ms Hhutlo's appeal. 


KUKTUNK KAVOtJKS Hk; 
brave, hence India's firsi 
cosmonaut Wing Cninman* 
der Rakesh Sharma’a rur* 
row escape Irum death. 
I rioting a MHj 21 KL variant 
6ghter plane recently, Shar 
ma almost came to gTX'f 
vrhen the craft devekip^ ^ 
technical snag. Sharma 
ejected from the craft, which 
laler crash-landed at a farm 
at hmpa) (iaun, a few 
kikimctres away from the 
Hindustan Aeronautical Li¬ 
mited's (HALj MiG factory, 
near Nasik. Shamia para¬ 
chuted to touch gruurid at 
Vani, sustaining leg injuivs. 
which he b now nursu.g at 
the HAL hospital. 


WHEN IT comes to dancing 
to K«jiv Gandhi's tune, the 
Indian Council for Cultural 
Kefatum (ICCK) could (each 
you a graceful step or two, 
And rt'cent events have only 
ineveased its proficiency in 
the prime mmistcrial pi^a, 
Oesnng for htt hntoric 


BKa»li«r OKosh artrahooour 

SO WIIA'r if Domdarslum 
dtrrrioi gciHTiit II husk nr 
Ghoflli liAsn't wmkrd w<hi 
(k*rsa1 Mamli Houmv Him .in 
liiki* ciHisolatiun truin tlw 
ki4 1 that Iw \m ih\ n ek*ctt*d 
|)ic<id(T)l of thi* CiaiuiHin- 
wcnltli hroddi'Hvling Axsf» 
ciHiiou ai a miH*ting con 
vt'iHd H) the Hahamas. last 
kirtoiglu. IV (k'kgates be* 
lH*vi*d. mysu-rHHisly. that ht* 
iiHikl improve tin* qiiiility of 
pu>gramiiH's lek'casl by the 
t ’< M luiion weatl h T«*lc viSK>n 
i'rograiiuiw ServK’t* lobe set 
up shortly (wliatover evi> 
di'iiiV tiM'V luid. It ( oiildn't be 
tiKliati TS' fan ), 

I '.hosh i> I he first Indan to 
he Ivmoured thus and is, 
predut.iblv. thiillcd. Now 
givinog up to supervise llie 
working tlx* si*<TetAnat to 
Iv sel up to iiXHUlor and 
hi k'd programim'S lor db 
tnhutHMi llirouglnHjl Com- 
monweallh countni'S, (ihtwU 
wiHikJ be well-advi^*d to de 
vote sonic linw aiul thought 
to improve Indian teVvisvHi 
fiirc, starting with ixws 
tuverage. Aftei all. better¬ 
ment sliouki Ixrgin at honx. 


fl to the good eispector that 
s JethmaUni had mismter- 
f pitted a TV interview he had 
* giv*en and understood it lo be 
impalriotic 

*nie l*ink Panther was so 
fKiiraged by Shali^wddins 
congdaint that Saxena, the 
hatchet man s haicM-man 
vms biunediately seirt in 1 o 
do battle wiili (he JanaU MP. 

Kor Ins part, Stuhabudetin 
nuw says that he will nut 
persist with the co(T<*spfind- 
cnce. *'Whii1 can you say to a 
crarkpirt?'' hr ^ska. 

A case uf the crackpot 
calhiig the kettle 


’Hr letliT bejpns, m that 
hubik*, rcslrauied style Ihat 
w<* h.ive conx* tv associate 
with Jrlhmalani *'Mr Jrih- 
nuUni ri'gxnls yinir letter as 
undignified and imper* 
iifKiM...Mr Ji'thinalani dues 
not wish tu take k'SMxn ■> 
patriotism (rum you. lie re* 
iprds yixi as a rank cum- 
muiMhsi and <im‘ of (he pein* 
cipal rnenw*s uf the Muskm 
community...YiKif reference 
to Mr Jethmalani's moral 
sense dix'S not makt* sense. 
Mr jethmabm thiidts that 
you are a mental case." 

This dignified, high- 
minded outburst was 
CkxiM'au's way of replying Iv 
a missive (rum Shahabuddm. 
'I'he Janata MI* had wnttm 

OsAMlr BtiwCIo 

with huttond AaM ZarMrt: 

ttwlr own Princ* of W9Km 


HOKN 1*0 Itennzir Khut- 
lo: a baby boy. Named Hila- 
walby hb f<x^ parents, the 
cuddly bundle erf joy b the 
prick* uf papa Asrf Cardan, 
grandnxXher Nusral Bhuilu 
and one half of Pakistan 
(those who support the 
Pakistan Peoples I'arty. that 
b). Jubdani PPP members 
distrtbuted sweets at the 
Ihiffenn Hospital. Karachi, 
where the birth mxvrred. 

The celebratory mood 
crxiU be ascribed, at least 
partly, li» the fact that Uieir 
gutsy leader had liad the last 
laugh, after uD. Keeping the 
dale of dehvery a ck^y* 
guarded secret, she had 







ri* WILL be the marrU^ 

the resr, be as (lie ^rt 

droiil i» cuncemed. Etrly 
(ieK( year» lieepa Sahi of 
7'<a/Ma5 fame (launched into 
hlma by Govind Nihabn'a 
I'arty) will wed KeUn 
Meh la«talented director o( 
avant-garde filma auch aa 


tour of China. Rajiv decided, 
in hia wisdom (si^ as U is), 
that a troupe of dancers 
should precede him in Oka 
as an advance party, instead 
of the usual gang of bureauc* 
rats. The request mystified 
most, hut (heirs not being to 
qiieatkin why. they passed it 
on to ICCK. which had a very 
pertinent question to ask. 
Who would foot the bill? 

Who. indeed? The ICCR 
certainly <bd not have the 
money tu finance such a ven¬ 
ture and testily said so to the 
finance office <if the oKtemal 
affairs ministry. Itureaucntic 
inertia being what it is, it was 
decided that the issue would 
be resolved only when the 
dates of tlie PM's visit were 
finalised. 


Ifui (Ik* boboft lull reik 
iHKd without foreign seavi- 
arv K.I*,S. Meiiui), The 
rruiie Minister's wi&h was 
their eommaiKl. he infoinKd 
offieuls and money wo(<id 
liave to be raised, whatever 
the means. I'alling in fane 
mher meekly, the ICCR 
went on to sanction the visit 
of i trou{>e of dani'ers and 
underwrite the cost. 


Oaapa 8aM: weMiee Mat 

tinli. Mrrr/i Masab and 
Bhavnt Bhjvai. The pair 
wiirkcd together n (he lelu- 
film fOsr Ek fiknii Ka Nxtm 
Lo ond llw much tailed- 
about ft&n) Hmlai and love 
sprouted on the sets. Kor 
Keian. this wiff be his second 
venture into matrimony. 
l>eepa succeeding first wde 
Archana, Lei's hupe he's 
s<«cond lime lucky. Ah it all 
a couple who worii Kigethcr. 
should stay together. Touch 
wood. 


JT SKKMKI) an mnocuiius 
enough riienxeandum, detad- 
irig oliji’Cla^is ajfiuflsi the 
Narmada Valiw project. And 
ii Wkis iNily a iiaiicidimre that 
;ill sigittlieics, with the ex* 
crptiuii of hbariitniMtyam 
dnncvi fitrinnlini Karabhai 
and foniHT mtinber of I'ar- 
kiim-nt P.(t. Mavalankar. 
wi'ienon-Gi^ralis. Hul aln 

Margtrei Alv«: siartdlng wp*ar 

ihe Knw wA 


saeuAdMUAgt 

Gujarat, M'ting conspiracy 
where none exi>led. insisted 
that the two emng souls 
were "enemies of Gujarat" 
fie having tacked on their 
names to a hsi conwstuig of 
'aliens*. Among those raismg 
objectMis were Oppiwitiun 
parties, consumer groups 
and even the slate gov* m- 
ment. Some student leaders 
even threaiemd to huU de* 
monstrations in front of 
Sanbhai's house (u protest 
her actMA Not to bv nut- 
done. chief minster Amar- 
sinh Chaudiary anisiunccd. 
with just the right amount of 
self-nghleous indignation, 
tiul Mrinahni had been i»ked 
U) st«p down as chairperson 
rg the Giqarat IfandhMn .mil 
ilandurahs Corporation, for 
reasons neg t(x» difTuuh lo 
fathesn. 

Undei pressure Mrmahiii 
retrHctcd. i>suing a putilk' 
sUteim-nt t** wiilKlraw sup- 

omesfi $ 40 ^: unfbig with 


po 0 to (hr mcimirandum and 
declared dial she was all for 
the Narmada pn^ect. And a 
say in Ourjari affairs, surely. 


bL(K)l> WAS thicker than 
tniit juke the other day, at a 
training camp organised by 
the Sports Authority of India 
(SAI). IV sons of two big 
guns—mimsters Murgarel 
Alva and DInesh Singh— 
had participated in Ihe "air 
rifle shooting'' category. And 
though bles^ Margaret will 
deny this (ill the cows it>me 
home. Singh's son— aUhougl I 
hardly a iab hand-proved 
he had s surer eye than hem. 

'IV minister for 
didn't hke this one hii luid 


itungs really caine lo a UkI at 
hieakfast one morning. 
While tlx* other pankripants 
wiTc served fniil pnec, (he 
aulhoraies servi-d Alva's lit 
lie ’un with-perish the 
llMKight' fruil pulp. When 
the old fruil discovered this, 
it gave hei the piji and she 
dashed cill a letter to the 
demaiKlu)g why U cheated on 
her baby's rvish. As a 
shot, she charged the SAI 
with inviting "unfit’' perwMis 
to the camp. Nu one luid any 
dtiubts ihai (he reference 
was to [Hnesh’s son. "Trvst 
Alva to fire the last volley.'' 
<me of the organisers was 
heard muttering. 







VAS/DK/OW 


When your friends abroad talk to you 
of resorts in the Caribbean, 
tell them about the Dalmia Resort at Goa. 



The Old Asychor 

(}n tty brorA. wth ike 

Arabiuu Va tm tme \idf and the Htv^ 
Sal on ike other. H4/A 20t) Itvtng 

* fur<onditionM and ftdtrfutyn*/yd, 
down fo tty Imen. nukerf (tn/i fuiierj 
And a fuliYe^uiifpfd ktiefywty. 

To he ready for tKntpancy ihodly. 

Vpim to enjoy Forrver. 

Umay Retort Jaaldies — for the time 
efyomhfe 

* sStonoiufii; * HeaUM Oub 

* ResUturarU * Bar * Food PLbo 

* A nmp utaier sports * Tmnis 

* ConfrmaJadbtia Andmuh more. 

Vacatim O no me ki p — db Big Idea 
In VdeaPon Oumetship. you buy Uu 
right to mlusiveiy oeaepy a unit m the 
raofi for ^ne or morr weeks, every year, 

Vocadm O w rtert h ip — the B^ Btmfih 

* Your hoUd^ become infiahon-proof. 

* You can seii, mi, loan, fffi or 
bequeath your untf uetk/s to anybodf 
you wish, 

* Your Vocahori Ownershtp u for mr. 


TlmCaetFaernr 

Depending upon the Season and Umt 

7^. Oy pr^ rvmpfrom Rs. If.900 
to Rl 2S, 900. Pha a mminal 
moim/rsanee deposii. head a small 
armualmasniei^iytfrt, ^neassary 

Ttyrt is also an huSoheont Scheme, 
where the Down Faymenit range fivm 
Rs 4.200 to Rs. 11.900 

Sony resort faeilihes will be at charge 
andsomeairto atfrs oaft 


Today. Caa. Tomaeram, mewneid 
You can erchinge your tend temk/s ai 
Coa with tluae at oUwr Dabma Resorts, 
on the amnl all over hsdia. Through the 
ef/iliation with Reami Condommhant 
himnmlmml(RaB}*i youeanobe 
eahange your unit meddkf teiih those at 
ouer 1200 raorts. wortctahk, subyta to 
aiai tab ifrty and a naminai a d ta n ge fee 
payahieioRa^ 

71b Old Asufmr ai Goa. The pletaurei 
yours. Forerm. 


fhase tend me further parttadon shout 
The Old Anchor Resort es Cm. 
limdenund the bsemtute is fru and 
mptno no chbgehrm nr to buy. 


Name. 

Addras 


Tchpkone:Off: _ Rm:. 

.^ddJMor 


«D«n*i 


Cat oui the onspon and mail it to: 

Dalmia Resorts 
International Pvt Ltd. 

Ia Floor. Detiiha Tower, 
d. Nehru Placi. New DeUa-110 019. 
Ffwna: 6441994, 6449971, 6414113 
Tda: 0JI 7t09S 
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for I star whit wnukJ 
admit lo beinj; thrilled with 
public aduidiKin. One tends 
to tire of the Asimir Kbaii& of 
the w)rld, who pnpc end¬ 
lessly aboul bein>t persi‘* 
culedby well-wishers. Imt 
lap up iHoR(K>eyi'iHn|)li 
ments, nnywav. 

The (^>vi»u/ Se (;a,iw)wr 
Tak star wus stuvninj; near 
National Colh'ite, recenily. 
On his WHVio the sets nne 
day, his car was nxthbecl by n 
ISroup nt hystenculettlh'Ur 
girls. An unnerved Aaniir 
failed to roll up (Iw «~Jif|tiw 
panes m time and saw it» Ihs 
horror a h'lnd nuke its w,iy 
in, adehnous fenmir faiiai 
the other end llie only way 
loget ndolit wa»tokiss it. 




dcx'small his films.* | 

“Whai abiHil nv-^ .isk<.ila 
dwtraujithc Kuivil. *><tti...you 
arc my SruJevi, '* re()lu*d 
Sathyu. ralk atxjut cttns*>l;i 
iMtf] prices! I 

X 

I he* paJicy now s«*ems to 
be: live and let bvc. Anuuhh 
Hachchan, the hero of Habib 
Nadiadwala's re 

fuses to comply with t)ic i 

senpt and pt tp off in 1 he last i 
reel. No. not even to nblikc 
1200(1 fnend and director Tm- 
nu Anand. 

llw superstar has nut lud* 
denly bcconK* averse to eh- 
Citing iJ)e sympathy of the 
audience by gtung heaven’s 
way HI tlieclHTiax. It'sjuat 



StMoaSahi SMlwdri lacncnan^ 


i which I h(' Iiajifess yinmg »tni 
did with evident dmksh. 
H'hat. a 1 least, is htssiorv 
and he IS sticking tn It J 
Said he after the incid(*nt 
"I hate at) ths drama " Ik*- 

sndavii 

. a aontoMton priM? 



beve you us. A;innr, you'd 
hale It i*ven more if so* h 
dranulic inierludi*s sti»|)ped 
otrumng. Ask Kiaiur 
(iaurav. lo set all luigeniig 
(hiuNs ni rest 

P oor Kunal(*<»swanu. 

H<* ’*• f^xn gi*ii ing ( |m- short 
end o( the )AKk ome Unt 
often, of late. Whdi- >!)(» ilirig 
at Kibii Cdy nxirAly. hi- Wds 
h&*ard rnuaniiig how everv- 
one W3S slapping turn on tbe- 
sHs Ihesc* days (only cihiv 
pl)‘ing wii h scnpl retire - 
menis. liH us hasten loaodi. 
The latest smack was adim- 
mstered by er^l whik* kt*- 
maidc-n Meenakslii Seshadri 
vrho turned down Ns cdki- 

lotd niarriaKc proposal Hi the 

best mdigiiam-Hindi-film- 
herome manner. 

To add insult to svury. 
producer Satliyu nved: 
"Meenakshi has • gmid ruN 
filNafilni She ia my Anti- 
tabh Bachchan! She has done 
everything that Anut^ 



AAitean i^cnenan: living 
and WOng live 

(hat he (ever genius has its 
limitations) can no lunger 
think of new ways oi d> ing. 
So, until the famed bachchan 
imagutatHm gels cracking, 
this hero will go on forever. 

^^nd had an inleresiiiig 
story lo relate ^ut Kern^ 
Khan, with whom he did 
/aanbaaa. Evidently, every- 
lime Am) performed a si ene 
indifferently (which wouKt be 
most of the time, one- kn* 
iupned> masler-plagiarisi 
Khan would burst out: "Kor 
Cod's sake Anil, slop behav¬ 
ing like Feros Khan. Slop 
hamming." 

The deal Coppola had got 
it only a kttlc wrong. Anil, 
give him crudh. was only 
being htmaelf. 9 









Though his work is highly acclaimed in 
Sudhir Dar has not received enough recognition 

in his own cotvUry '. . ’. 


I t perlMps. %»d — (hat 

while liitiun jnunubAm hu pr<iduc<d 
scores of ulcnted editoni over the 
last two decades, the svne haa nol been 
true of cartooning. At (he end of the 
Sixties, tlieru were only three tmhan 
pniilJCHl cartoonists ol conseduenct; 
K.K. taxman, Abu Abraham and Sudhir 
Dar: wkI )uat one light uinounistr Mario 
•Miranda. And now. as the RijdKies draw 
'to a cioie, only one name hM been 
>dded to the IM: tlie Zndian Expnu' 
contract kilter, Kavi Shankar. 

While taxman and Mann are htrevcr 
t>emg interviewed (perhaps because 
they live in media*crasy I 


Janes, a paper wgb no ecbtioei odtatde 
DefiH. the reel of Che country adl seems 
taiaware of his tatenta. No doubt. <Ma 
new coitection wH aet that right. 

Par's daily pocket cartoons are nevly 
alw^s drawn hvn thr heaeBfava. Pre* 
queotly, he even dnws a newsprver on 
the top right hand comer wM) the 
headline ei question. A lypkal cartoon 
wil tepruduce a topics headfoe. aay* 
‘'Opposition team lo visH Sweden'' and 
thm add the cerement: in this esse, a 
buxom housewife wamiog her tvsband 
(obviously an Opposition leader): “fU* 


mewer one thing..Just 
ibek to fiofbrit" 

While it is such cartoons 
that Dar owes his Delhi* 
lolowing to. muiy which de* 
pan from this format are Car 
funnier. One shows the per* 
senal asaiatant to the Prime 
Mioister inquiring of a tele* 
phm eder "Who shall I 
aay is crawing?" summing up 
the prevailing atmosphere ^ 
sycophancy better than a 
hundred editorials couM. 


IhiloliiBidmcili 

laiMSBiM’illw 

'ktrntwitmium 

mUrnktikmitl 


SHML I ‘^' 1 ' 


WHI&H WAY 18 VWELL, 

,v.p.siN(5« eoltJ&J at the 

lEFT OR WffHT?1 MOMEMT 


HE^ 80 IM 6 EVERYIuHERE!! 








hlHAT "fMlS country 
N rtlS TOUAY IS 
A CRUSA3)£. 

A RETURN TCi OUT) 

•-» values!!^ 



ME NEED 
MEHRU AN4) 
SANDHI// 





WE HAVE A NEHRU 
AND A GANDHI 


rew ot Dar‘s cartooM an* 
ncnua Hb Livovite Uri^» 
are. obvnoslv* pditnena bot 
the hianour » Dar’a 
.poktiuan n not Oie cvncd 
^rmkrteer <jf Kavi SfUfdurs 
•wur1( Kathvt eirrvou^ 

wretk/ i^ek^i lard to 

pirB«;«Mcn Atvpny 

cartoon $how9 two Cgn 
0 'e^vnen one wHh hh hand 
over the other s meuih. le 

fusms to4(KiHr«iiepnfUi ^ 

quc^m^ ht\ 4V«w thi (uriv 
haa uU Ihe.n Ki ^hun ilw 
prtta Another shitws the 
UMual tune of nitwits quewne 
to MV jiuodbyt Ki K^mn 
iitndhi before he e«M s 
abtoed Wtule most u( the 
mnsier% <<ic st mdnjz. haM« 
fuMed s>rufihan(suiily. the 
fxpetieoie tw* ubviooMy 
been tun mxh lor em' *4 
them whn lus been rediked 
t<» eetiKu down on bended 
knees, av'shrer iirror 
l>ar abo underviands lie 
Ihi 4itd /JtfrujCabs better 
th4n 4ftv olJier carinorasi 


Another bhows two CoO' 
gmaiMA n what la probably 
Parliament Centn^ Hnil 
"We're under observath^n" 
one wanu the other "Wear 
your ahawl the wav * 
Ai the man beiOR addressed 
has hi» ihawl tobsed lo^^y 
around hn tono while the 
odier has it draped elepantly 
01 the manner preferrH by 
Rajiv Oandhi and Anvtabh 
Bachcl^ the reference 


AN® You,MT30Y...WHAT 
DO You WANT To BE 
WHEN You ffROW UP?? 





I 


A mi®di.ewan!! 




I 



lliA retfular^ «ire two l'utv*ibi 
burohiis thv wunwn dwell 
built dotninatinK ivpi' with <in 
e>i li>r jeweUciv and sdm, 
white the nun alwuvs sur 
mg 41 prettv iniK Doctor " 
says one youth I ve pot iin 
«ute |Uin m mv eye 'Did 
you stare at th< scni yenter 
day' he is asked No. he 
leplicA *Not the son the 
daughter, rtvcalmp that tlie 
pain bus been caused by a 
eve. obviousK planted 
bv lome posse«^ive lather 
And yet in all his w<jik. 
Dars baitc alfcction for the 
city he lives in and the pet^ 
he bharev ii with -prdin 
Clans, burghtrs mairons, 
policemen i ommission 
agents, etc comes 
through C^4isiderinB the 
perception w ith which he 
sketches hi B cast ol bemdvd 
regulars, perhaps the time 
has come lor him lo do a 
cocrac stnp ihai will do Ibi 
Defia what Dounesburv dten 
does for WabJunplon 

Vl^ySM 

rtia awr«f nw * Nbv o« 

MMM bv Hum iM Cw^owv 
mtntm Anm n»is 










BOOK EXTOACT= 


The accord that 
boomerang^: 

Somusunihrani VannUtsingham exphim why 
ItuHihSri Lanka agrecmcni has run into trouble 


| nd» U> be a rnt-fhaior br* 

tween (he Tamil miMatita and (lie 
Sinhala Kovemmeni n( Sn Lanka. 
After (he 'J'himpu conference, at which 
rtn ajtrocmcnt wa& reached. New l)«lhi 
proceediK) to isiue deporta(i<jn ordent 
on (lvL*e persona asnocuted with (he 
militant ffroupH, Twu of them were 
lawyers; one lawyer actualy repre¬ 
sented one of (he roilitant Kr'Hipa al the 
Thimpu tiilks; (he thud was an adviser to 
cHie militant jiiroup' One of the persons 
(<> ho deported aciuaUy krfl the country; 
anudwr was deported to Hritain because 
he was a British ciluen: the (l^rd was 
put on a plHne and sent (u (he VS 
because he had a passport with a 
multiple entry visa to (he VS. He 
refus^ to itet down from the pbne on 
Undinit m the US. in the meanimte. las 
wile a whl petition in the court. The 
government could not justify the issue of 
a deportation order because he had 
comnutted no offence anainat the law in 
India and was th(*rc on a valid visa: so he 
was ado wed to remain in India. 

At the Thimpu cunferent'e all the 
militant groups acted m unson when 
they walked out. Jl was only jcradualy 
(hat differences arose anK)nff the rnihtant 
groups. It 1 $ not stretching a point too 
Ur to infer that New Delb wanted to 
isolate (he most committed militant 
group, the Hgers^ m order to force 
them to surrender to President Jayewar- 
dene's terms. While Prvne Muister 
Rajiv Gandhi's anxiety to be a successful 
mHiaior can be appreciated, it cannot 
be said that he kept in mmd the stark 
fact lhat every action of his wruuM have a 
serious impact on (he image India. 

In relation to the Gandhi*Javewardene 
Accxvd. lbs IS what a former Indian high 
commissioner wrote in the fochan Ex¬ 
press of A Au^st 1987. 

Consultations, if that (sic), with 
the Tamil mibtams. were rushed with 
no assurance of their complete and 
wdhng acceptance of the package. 
espeevUy on the part of the LTTE. 
Indeed the strangest pad of (he j 


whole exesdse is (hat neithef the 
Tamil mibtants nor even the moder* 
ate TULP has signed (be agreement. 
The Government of India has onpli- 
cidy assumed total responsibitity for 
(heir Kcepunce and implementJtion 
of the provHtons requinng actuii on 
thetr part. 

'n>e mediaior has become a key 
participant. 

Should the Indian armed forces be 
eommitted outside (he nation's 
boundaries, except in the course cf 
war. without ex^t parliamentary 
or even formal Cabinet approval? 

According to one report, (he Bob- 
tical Affairs Committee of (he 
Cabinet mpl afier Mr Gandhi's relum 
fr<jm Colonbo to ratify (he agree- 
Bxnt. It woidd be shaking if Ues 
were to imply that there was no 
Cabinet approval as sud) before the 
agreemerd was signed. Ad hoc con¬ 
sultations with mmisters or opposi¬ 
tion leaders at differem times, is no 
substitute lor procedures (hat should 
necessarily be folowed.. 

The cuniposiiion of this force (ie.. 
the Peace Keepvig Force) does not 
appear to have be^ clearly speciSrd. 
In any event, a peace force 

or observer group, is something 


WwiwuiwihpswariM 
iMhMpoiciiMiaUbvfnf 
Uiiia,etMMMtaU 
p» y 8iii e >liBl< 


.MSNd to Sw M Urin pakjr 

Wlk%ktnim*LXkmti 

Un i M h U mMtrn 
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different from a force enjoined with a 
positive duly (u compel compbarice 
on the part of unwilling nr even 
hostile elemenlH on either nr both 
sides of the ethnic divide. 1hc fact 
(hat the Indian cnntirgrnt will be 
placed under the supreme commnn- 
der the Lanka forces (iTesident 
JayewaxdeiK) couki be misunder¬ 
stood by (he Tamils or even others. 
The uniwiy haste with which the 
accord was signed, with most matters 
being allowed to dangle under the de¬ 
scription 'Residuaries', remained a mys¬ 
tery. A news item printed in biAi type in 
Tl» Hindu under the caption. 'Pact Halts 
Motion' on 7 August 1987 helped to 
clanfy matters; 

A resolution condemning the Sri 
Lankan government was hailed at the 
last minixte in the GS House of 
Representatives. 

The strongly worded resolution 
asked the Government of Sri Lanka 

to spare no efforrs In stop ahogother 

viotabons of human rights of Tamil 
civilians by government forces and 
estabbsh a central registry listing the 
names of an detenucs in order to 
accouM for misamg persons. 

The resokition't prindpal author. 
Mr Mervyn DymaMy. Democniic 
Congressman inai (^lifomia. with* 



•Mtri Unh* tec**#; di^tOHMUc 


drew rt when the news reached 
Capitol Hill that an agreement l»d 
been reached by the Prime Mneier. 
Mr Kajiv Gandhi and the Sri Lankan 
presidents Mr J.K. iayewvdene. 

The resalutHHV whkh had strong 
hi'partisaii support in the House ^ 
Kepresentaiives and many Con* 
gressmen had offered to co*spon6or 
iL had $uuid>t to 'condemn unequrvo* 
cahy' acta of temmsm directed 
against civilians by aU parties'. Its 
passage and ^so the approval of a 
svnilajiy worded resdubon in the 
Senate vrere a forgone conckiaion. 

One can now understand why the 
accord was signed in sud) haste and how 
keen Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was 
to shield his friend and the Stnhali 
government of Presideni Jayewardene 
from pubbc criticism and exposure. 

As mentioned earlier, the only provi* 
sion in Che accord which ia precise and of 
ei^uScance is the one r^dng to the 
diaacming of the nabtants. From the day 
the Republic of Sri Lanka was aeated in 
1972 without the participation of the 
main group of elect^ Tarnd repreaenta* 
lives, the Sri Lankan ^jvenmni had 
freed whal it ca0s lemrwn' from Tend 
youtha. Over 15 yrjire this 'temhsm' 


has grown in danens M i and has draeied 
off liK resources of the Sinhala govern* 
ment of Sri Lanka despite al support 
from the Aid Sri Lanka Consortium 
countries, and supply of materials and 
influx of mercenahrs from Israel South 
Africa. Chra. Pdustan. South Korea, 
the US and the UK. Presidem Jayewar¬ 
dene has only been k«inK ground 
At the SAAKC meeting at Rangalore 
in November 1986. Pnbhakaran was 


summoned und told bv the ti<i\eniinent 
of India (hat President Jayew^rderr M 
lust all patieiH'e and lhat unless h 
ment was reached soon, lie wciiikl un> 
leash his armed forces in a linal ;4rul 
deawve bid to crush the mihtaius. Ihis 
would mean immense loss to tK* i ivilian 
population and India could do nothing 
about tt. The Seventh Beet would nlso 
rmivem. 'Ihetdrinrul of TV Hindu of 25 
April I9K7 is illuminating: 

The message was conveyed (o ilw 
LTl'E clnef, Mr V. Pinibimkaran, ui 
Raniplure and elsewhere in !aie 19H(> 
that the Jayewardene government 
I had virtually threatened to kill 
thousands of Tamil civilians in puniull 
of a military «olu(k)n. unless a quwk 
piilitiral selilement could be worked 
out and lhat India, given its policy 
perspective, wtnild not he able In do 
anything about this. It was also 
' suggested lhat the .Seventh Fleet 
might enter the pklurc il a quick deal 
was nui struck, and that the Govern* 
ment of India v^iuld be helpless in the 
free of this development. 

Ute NiiggestKin lhat the Seventh 
Beet might muve m was dearly a bugy 
and was conspired ^lanlly by Ih'eaident 
jayewardem* and tc^ decisiun-makers in 
New Delhi or perhaps exclusively by 
New Delhi. When this threat fatM to 
gel hrabhakaran to respond in the 
manner desired by President jayewar¬ 
dene. a new strateg>' appears to have 
been contrived by New Delhi and Cul- 
ombu. 

T here has been I'kise understanding 
between Fnmc Mrmstef Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi and President Jayewardene for a 


ffntMaPiKsKM^ 

rmampMUiWk 

aiiVilktpM||liflM 


tabmeb.aiaMhl 

aCCMilkiHiMllitll 








preUy Iork ’inv Un thf* «ilh<'i h-irwl, 
Indira (i^r^hi (uminlmu iii th* M 'l.i* 
leadrr, Aniinhnhnpnji h^cl ii4il ilk 
TULKleadit^iini looiiifim' ik'niv’lw'* 
In India und io iIm* ihv- iih 

TamiU in various f'/ttrL'Ti i(HiiiirH's. 
particularly in (ht Ursi c li aiK. Inrtii. 
Gandhi wmii'd worlil i 4 anK*ii lo uiHu 

cr<T llH> iiartii's lo {Im* <tis|H>ir .ttvl ?• 
allow thi' iMiltiiial sohiTioii In ft' siLi|ii>«i 
hy wnild (jpininii Hut kaiii G.jrwIlN, in j 
volU'lHcn. has U<n at t^ic.il |«.ihis in 
AU|)|)r>^s Moikl «j|aninM liui unuM Ih< 
advciM* III Sn Liiika IIh> lollnwiihk’ 
quntv (niiJi Vu- H.ek is ajUjrinti* 

TIh' lainil ytoHips ilxnj^Hii hxlia 
wt^iikl inn rxirK’ niihiaiiK to ilrik 
thr dnlt in iIkisu i 

W'ImI |t»|loMi>il Has MitiH’lhink: 
risr; litdia x>n (HHlalkii^ iIh* 

rannl i.Mi't*. I onnkin stvinLiry 
Kniiirsh Hhiiriflaii was nvisi iHicpl 
ahic to CnIonilxj whib* Imlira <mii 

dhrs «|XVMt fllVoV, (n l'.lllkls.M 

alhv. was anaiinm^'i HiMndun 
ni sIkhI Ci>l<MiiiM in Manh. iWX 
In reassure Jaynvaidi iM* \hs\ wiih 
Indira (laiHlhi eiKied IikIms old Sri 
Unka jsilii y IihIu lud hi'gytn equal* 
inK Sn l^nka siule terror aKainsi the 
Ian Ills will I ihe tHensive VH^Ienee of 
tlie KU(*nllas and wmild not udniii ilui 
It uas a >ieiKK kif' of iN* I'.iiiHb. 

IhSnic Minister Ka)iv ti,indhsfia« in»Kh' 
IndiaV Sri Unkan ptilii \ a highly jierso- 
nalised affair, It IvcanH* an idlair be 
tween iViTiK’ Minisui Nnjiv (iandlu and 
HfeHKk'm J aye war dene osU*iis»Wv ihi 
the yirmjndsTMl heaider)I iayewarik'nc 
was ihe hesi person in sisn arid unpk** 
meiil an aKreenii*nt. 

A (.oruilarv iii thx personalised 
appro'icli was iIk' iwed iocivinK<’ hors4*s 
cnid'»irearn hnlh nt ihi' nffuadl k'Vi’f and 
lfh‘ deputy iiunisieruil level, G, Hadh- 
asarathy. c«mside>i’d lo U* a vttv rap* 
aUe eiYil seivant :irKl who was au f.vt 
with alt as|Hki*5 ol iIk* Govemmenl of 
India's Sn l^anluin potR’v. was itiitiallv 
kept al a dislame aiKl later leplaied hy 
Noniesli Hhandan. whose prceSmhaln 
and aiiti'Tanii] auilude was dfstinclly 
viiMUe al Ihe I hiiniHi onnrv*n>rKV. In tact 
i 1 la staled lli<it he u»(<d imiKirlbinientarv 
lanytua^e Io a seriH^r bwver, wliu repre* 
sented om* of tht* inriilari grtiup^ und 
had U> w ithdraw it later. Ilie moves lo 
issue deporuiion i.rdws are inaeal*: lo 
Komesh Hhanden. 

At Ihe juriMii tTunisienaJ levd, first 
KJiurshid Alani Klian had lo move oui 
Later. Kab Ram HhaKai was sacked hir 
hix VlcrTH^nls of yreiVk’Kle' remark in 
rvialion to ihi* killiji} 2 s uf Tamils by the 
anned fiiices of ilk- Smliala pw enwienl 
of Sn l^ankj. In fin't. Ifk- removid i4 
Hhauai fioin Ihe imiiLsierul position was 



iMf coflwtiaAiMr A.$ Kaiki «>a»a wwi iwainto: a cotiy u rtf— 


anikkJtH chI with much Rk’f m the media 
n Sn Lanka. Kui a perusal uf the 
iiuuAixi of Ns stalenicnt and 
tejihrs leads <HK* ton include that IfhaKat 
nuniiained much reMiami and ob^ecliv* 
ily 4nd weighed his wtirds larefuNy 
wlH*n 4S«>veyinK he ideas. 

Media persons ai id < i iluninisl s m India 
have often obsc^rved that India’s ^ 
Lnikan pohey suffered from ad'hocism. 
casu.4li>rss. incoherence and incon* 
Msivn y and have suuf{hl to ascribe such 
.^mriionanjpt In the frequent chani^es in 
pi'rMkineJ ai and the junior min* 

isti'rvil leveis. Hut the truth is quite the 
opposite. Jt IS the inabdily of dffeierM 
officials and junior ministers to icrasp. lo 
understand, lo appreciate and to attune 
themscivtfs to tlie nuances, overtones 


Tte Tunis «t I tiny M tMr 
msfrtnMTt It bslni eniM ii of 
no coiisiqMnci. H li, hoMW, 
necossvy to pirt 19 a priAe 
posturootsoidUtlorfti 
inlomti d thoTmb nd Mr 
tapMoiis, iMfh In roiily 
RajbGMhripofcybinporfid 
hnnny with M objicMi d 
Proddod Jiyowv^ino 


and undertones (hat were inextricably 
involved in the Sri Lankan policy 
fashioned by Prune Miniater Rajiv Gan* 
dhi after he rendered (he earlier Sri 
Lankan pobey of Mrs Indira Gandhi's 
qovemmeni. a mere matter of ancient 
histcuy. 

i*nme Minister Kajiv Gandhi's Sn 
Lankan pobey waa and is very steady, 
consistent arid purposeful; it is of course 
quhe different from and diametncally 
opposed (0 the Sri Lankan poticy of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi. I( is highly personalised— 
an alfair just between President 
Jaye wardens and Prime Minister Kajiv 
Gandhi. The Nilure of officials and junior 
minsters 10 adapt themselves lo the 
changed pobey was what led to the 
frequent dttn^ d personnel in official¬ 
dom and junior ministeriai levds. 

W hat exactly Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi visuabsed as The political 
solution to which the parties should be 
pressurised is not known, but she de* 
fimtdy sympathised with the sufferyigs 
of the Tamils. Site studiously avoided 
making any commitments as to what 
bidu wuuM u> would rwt do, dnee to 
keep the parties in a state of suspense 
wss the most effective way of compell* 
ing Ihe parties themselves to reach a 
settlement. Prime Minister Rajiv Can- 
Ai's thinking ran akmg wite different 
lines. He must have prooably thought 
thus; These Tsmib are a tinv lot; 
I supporufig them wil not result in sny 
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BOOK KXTRA<? 


oTKanisatkins fur (he* Sinhals and Timd I A fraudukni uihUtIk's tIkM ii>,t 
lerriKjnes. I (hk) of the kepuMu'. iUv l'oiMMnU»ti <il 

In 1833. (he whole island washrcHijchl J ihc Ke.’puhlic <ir Sn I:* jam Uyall; 

iifKk*r a suhcle aAimsiranve unil. A( ' vabd m iht* nuiilK>ni And eiMdn pm 
ever>' stage of crmsfilutiiMul advance, • vmces. I'hus. tlw nulit,ini> 

the Taniil<»defii8iid«d safeguards agam»i * were figluing ag.nnsi an iiiiI.iaNiI 
donunaiwo by (be Sinhala eihme' ntaior- a$^<*N<i>r. 

ity. khnmldv when a res|>(«rahk* guv* ; Hiil {'ntm* Miraslit K,i|iv (l.inilln v.\l\ 
amniem was restored m ltM7. a <Hause in a he ni .mything suggotisr ol ;in 
was inserted n the C<irs(iiu(«in which oiildwlul c iUiiy in rc&iHcr oi Sn L,ink,i, 
denied the Harkiment capA ilv lo vnaci In re>tMVi of I'uji. he ilrdWs arivotuMr in 
laws dnfcraranator)*, ai favour «if or liw n.ilure ofthi* (•uji.'in CimsiiiMtHMi and 
adverse (o any one nMiviimarv. *(1u> | hm^Is iIvk it s1h>liM hi' resiK'i Usi Km 
was agreed to jiHiitl) hs llv* Knush and lie wxiukl noi hear of Kh' k'gal irifimmie?» 
(he inhales'* Thi' i»w*t1ksi of (hat oi tW~ Uiiml uiKh ilvtog llu' Sn I.Aok.iii 
clause was ihh ba* (he Tamils: it was noi . C iHi>iiiiJ(iMri I'oj reasons of 
the result of any agreement beUii'n tin | |»4iikvil Mi.ilegv, he wauls iIm' ficdim o( 
Smhah'Si* and tk* Tiimds )iisl bke ik* i .1 single ikUiIi of So I.linkn wiih rwli^mal 
GandhiJayewardi'nv Ai\ord. ii wax an I soveieigniv And (eiiMoiiaf integrily 
aiTord between the Sinhabniaamly and I enihnaing tla* wluA' isUid He etiii 
Ihe deparung Knirsli wKlaait anv unck r* i tlirotik' Sn Link.i In inakiiig use of (he 
standing heaig reackd wiilitheTanuls. Tamils .11 hI i[h<j ri'V'ofl il only lie im* 
If was bier dHCovcred (Itat IhiM l.'iim> Ikil Sri l.aiilci is ihk* soveieign, 
htid lar rcaclwg unplK'aikMis It icie itHegioil'd, politK';il mui. [n nrdei to 
dcri-O Ik polity a I'lnfatMinal |M*ty: tlw mer.iwe Smlula Sn l^tidoi \x Iws goi to 
Smhak"W’ and the ranuls c:hiK' nto ik' nwinliwn the ktHin i»f an iniegr,iled Sn 
pnhiv on the I'onditKvi thiit tlK' el line Uiika within whkh Tanals arc adisiiMi* 


tangible return; the Sd^b'se efiort» to 
cruih the Tamil Tigers are nvwherc 
near success. If the ^HnJtall*se mtv' helped 
to succeed (here could be tangible 
returns since they cimslrtute a stale. 
Kurthcr. the Sinitak'se are represented 
by one individual—KreMdent Jayewar- 
dene and he counts cntemaiionally, * 
Prime Minisiur Rajiv (iandhi's pok y 
is distflK'iively averse to the Tanuk with 
^ll•co^cealed hoslilrty (o Ihrabhakaran, 
solely because he insists tin &'warat for 
the Tainiis. while other groups can be 
Mudgeuned mti* accepting a nvrage of a 
homeland, a ntergef o( ihv north and Ihe 
east which would be tmdorK' by a 
referendum. 1'hc 1'amils are a tmy lot 
and their resentment at bemg crushed is 
of no consequence. Itis.howevcr.ncces* 
sary to put up a pubbe posture of 
soheitude for the interests <A the Tamils 
and their aspirations, although in reality 
Kajiv Gandhi’s policy is in purfeci har¬ 
mony with the objectives of Prifsidcnt 
Jayewardene. There is aninus ad idem 
in the fullest sense of the term between 
President Jayewardene and Prune 
Minister Kajiv Gandhi on the c^stionof 
disposing of the Tamils on Ihe island. 
The island was never a single pobty. 
The observation of the first British 
official M June 2799 clearly staled that 
U>e possession of the island was divided 
between two nations, the Sinhalese and 
(he Tamils, and a map showing the 
division wa^ prepared for the informa* 
Uon of the Coloival OKice. The Portu 
guese. the Dutch and the British UB 
1833 maintained separate a^iunistrattve 
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(Ab«ng enithM 
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Sinhala maitaily would tkg dKcrimuiati' 
agamvt the lanak: d there was drsiii* 
minalion the Tamils had the* uptkm to 
quit the puhty and form their imti stair. 
The clause was an entrenched ctaubi*. 
ie.. the ParfaamcM caniot repeal tw 
amend h. 

Ihe I'arbameni was niit a suver\*ign 
f’aciiiuiicnl. in this vimlrsl. Jie niAl- 
meiK of the Sinhala Only Act could be 
declared ufrra ives by an apprcpriaie 
court. In fact there was already a case 
before the l*nvy Council challenging (k* 
vaMity of the Sinhala fMy Act. There* 
fore, g became necessary to pi elect the 
Sinhala Only Act by huok or by eruok. 


tented,suhprgaled kil. 

If Keyluin is sepHrute. he hax no 
escuNV' to poke lus hc'Sd mto SmhAla Sri 
Uvih'i ITmI is tik.' rAimnali' of India's 
xtance. Solely out of deferetkx- and 
regard to India's interests, the '('amils 
and tlie militants wi^re agreeable te tlte 
fhiHKi of a sov4>reign Sn f.anka, espt'* 
cully as I'nme Minister Kapv Ciandlu 
assured autonomy for a nierger of the 
north and east, the homeUmd of the 
TamBs. 

Ia*! (he Sinhalese enh>y the fiction of 
soveruignly and lerrhorwl mlegrity: we 
will have the substance of self- 
govrmment. It was on such an assuntp* 










“As a leader in business, I am here 
to set an example... 

I am very careful,very selective... 
about my official dealings, my reputation. 

Even my associates. 

Naturally, when it comes to general 
insurance I prefer the leader as well. 

New India, of course!’ 


Leaders have a habii of gravitating towards 
leaders. 'Fhal's why New India is the a^mpanv of 
choice for most. 

Today, it's a company with a Rs. .SdOaorc 
premium, with a national and inlcrnationai 
presence. Amongst its clientele arc the largest, 
most successful business houses... 

As well as people from all walks of life, 
every section of society... both urban and rural. 

Because New India has innovated many 


insurance covers. The range exceeds 75,.. to meet 
any and even^ need. Through a giant network of 
over 10()0 offices in India and abroad. 

To retain leadership, New India offers 
something special with every cover... 

The personal touch... 

A genuine concern for each and every 
customer shared by 40(X) inspectors and the over 
16.0(IU strong New India family, intern at iona II y, 


You name the risk. We insure it. 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 



A uA«iM(V )'«*««« CsKV.) ln(»4 

Nev Cidla ringc oC tmnMtf w tn: 

l«4iMrW: Busir>cs» Inkmtptioa. Lo^snf Pro</t. Tbird Pam Liability. Ptibtic LiaNlitv, Madwtery. Boiler ar>d Preu«re 
Werkmen't Compen g non . A U kttky Mariae<uiii- EraOMa. Moaey in Tnarii . Pro d uct liiMuy. CaaMreW: F^lity 

Ouaraoiae. Manw. Comhoed Fire and TM, Piokwtoaal Indewry MedtfliM, Uihort CMd. Penonal Acddent, 

HouKitoldm'Mcy.]M:Uve>tori.Atricuhu^^ PwDpw.JaftittNfiOAd AcadM.OMiiPMaalAeeidm And may mote... 

COiaCORADM)A.1M 



tK>n lb<t( Uk< 'r;ir>iiK n;;i« vii l<» Uuih 1 i*i 
with liKikii ii»\ (<»l.ilK iKi;* 
k'Kal rulwtfi. 1i iv iN>w. tihft iIb> 

rc’l<itHii>>lrt]> imisf I'u.iMiiri'rd l•\ h\ 
doK llu* ;iii«l s4'iUMl\ «rfilM 

ui sliHiliJ tx a'>«>Mivd U\ I Ik 

prcM’itii uf )U liMkai aliivd (mx" 

Ikll IJldutlHJI.llrU' «f ilia*' tHii •■f'll'Mr 
that Ka]i\ < Miiritsi 'N iHrx imiM tii rv vm* 
irr<’ I fir iiirij'ii t4 (hr 1**" 

proMiix'^ Mir |M'» Iimiu tIm 

^)i*Mirl,tr/) III iIn I.Miiilv. .mr! t'\rt^ 

! I.iiiul^ iDiJit.inr III 11II Mam, lum m ' 

uvKM'Mi, ifiililm rhfi r,.ri .ill i>l nih’ iimhI 
Ml iri'.nil III tlir fMi '^^rvalimi «>l Ihi 
hiiiiu l.iiMl Nil >!i«iir|i m luvMiy .'t 

I illsUlii I rnlil\ iMhI aiiXXiDN to |Xr«atx ' 
' (liiil I PilMv i.ia 4 ii\iMi' M H jHi '^il.ilViii 
I iiidr«>'> Mil l I i\ a iMN.iiiaiilHi al Iihiis 
' Hil'. Ihnih LiihI iiHhr|il iv fn iohm «l ih | 

' v.iHiiiiN ^irili<>« III |i «lia UU'ii I'M KHk-fit ‘ 

I /.111 Sidk}) was iiivititl Ih llv ihH-f ^ 
I iiMMistri lit J.immu mikI Kashriw lii>t'l(lr 
Amt •uftVTMM'Ad bv Tam* mllRtfMa «n»( tM 
aeee^ tlutivt^Mc* 


ikrwn m Kashmir aft«*r rHrcmmt. the 
k»nni’r jirontiHj exit lhal utid^r thr l9W of 
IIm> luiH i<tuU IMA own nunovabk- 
pnifn’riy in Kashmir, (s a mtir^ IcIinK. 
prtMif i4 Ihe mipiiriance of prencrvinK 
Ik IvKiK'land netw&ary' In NamUnd 

cMilv* rlx* ir>(k>*rrH«is pi'opk hjvo the* 
^‘«ltl^ ’llir 4 III «ifl dale U* cMiicnship. 
n .iIv tfiK vsiiMiiE riRliis. Iiaftb(*en ihtcrux 
111 cimirrixcrsv m rrspn*! «if As5iam. All 
Ik'S*' an resTni’lirxis AjijaBisi ihe mflnw 
<jl IHlIsKh’Fs 

I k •*>•%' s 4*1. m I hr !■ II tlK*m and eaMrfn 
fif'h'irH'rh the* iHMiMiind k vuibted by 
ribiss nilrAiisatHai Mhruirs lamed oul 
h\- Ik* siaii* finder whuh Smhidesc 
srkstt'd «x» thf’ of tiK’ir ammal 
rmxd iiitd thosr vlrdHl hv piibtfoann 
hir IlH’ir rM'iHi aiKl ihauvinisia <Afilrink 
.irr Hcnk*d A Ihi nndsl ol Tamil vdUKes 
w’lili Ik’ iihvKXis fibfisi (if AMiihiUlinR 
iIm’ TainiK, l( is iniMrssihic for TamiK to 
iiMiniwr 1 «i Inr A their vtUaiert when 
these Stiihak’se an' Hi(k*d ki the ncijdi' 
hoiirlMHid hy Ik* slate Sudi nikmista 
are R’aly |A*fN(xis prLin.il urdy rc4eavd 
from i9i\. llHr 9un i> to aher Ihe 
demoftraphic pattern at wrS at to tnakr 
ii inip4n>nfnic for Ik' TaiiuK in hve A 
Ik*ir huinra 

S uff’ly. those* wkidralcrd ibr aedird 
skiufH have thoudil of n ('ulxAf 
dalr. I he lUU- is 1<MK llie ilaU* 

of iiKki)eixkrix (’ WIhi «ii vtAe m Ik* 
iL’knnduni to he Ih'M at ik* dalr 
din idrd 0 |><A by iVesHk'Ot Jay<*wardi>iK’ 
IS vaKue and urKk’liiM*d Anx nnmlirr id 
Sndiak'M’ nniU k ■HkHtinl and Ik 
reh'fe’ndum inadi* In drprTvr ik* Tamibi 
»l ihrr homeland. Imha drx’s not aenv 
1o a referendum m Kashnar <a the 
groutids that iradil*onj«l icmlonea are 
fMA III vlianfEt hands lai ik hasi« «f 
|ik*liN'ilL’ whH'h wfxdd k' mduriKcd by 
eilramnus fntirs. Hul on Ik (pRSlKA 
of incrML’T of Ik* vastem province, the 
aiYord msned by Kajiv (kndhi. <il hs 
own xtiktion. makes ik dL’dAMA tn be 
di’IernKned by future cukiniRatHA of ik 
iemior> by Smh^s uf dubumiix eyirai'- 
taxv lor the Rpmalpurp'»se<jfctdonistne 
Ik liadilkaMi homeland of tk I'anik 
l*rene Mimsler Kajn* Uandhi’s failure 
to tk Rubfens to k afloitcd lo the 
l*nrvinrts)l OuncilR spi.'Ctfk'd kkire tk* 
aiviird wns n49ied,ts amdkr svrvxis 
mistake. Acrordhjt (<» an ednonal in Tk 
ffndu; 

Ik attitude rd tk Sri Lankan 
jIoe4*mfH’nl lovrarrls Ik devululion 
pai'kaet* stqipoacd to be settled with 
Imha luK been diuiinctly unhelpful; 
Ik Kibaunce of the poctage ia 
known to be not up to Indii'a es* 
peciations and faNs UAwderably 
shun of wtiai even the TvnI moder* 


Tama I 
wHhovtend 


■1 flemoewaram alpht 


ales, (k Tl'LK leaders want l\2 
Oi'KkT 1HK7K 

Utr «Aki pari y tn Ik aci'ord it not 
HBvrrr. iTesHlrnt Jaycw.irdene hail said 
oxrr Ik radio lhal Sinktkii armed forces 
would h(* (lure (n pnitei't the Sinltala 
(tduivsls and that Ik hidian t</rces 
wouki nut go then. Il tk Indian ]'eai;e 
Kis'^ang Force ts tesponsibk* for the 
saleu id the proplr id all ciiinmunities 
a»d tk SAltski anoed lorces are to 
witlidraw to tk Iiai racks, iis slated in 
1 he accord, this insIruLlion lo the Sinliala 
annrd forces lo ptiMrcl iht Sinhalese, 
breaks the backbone of the accord. 
Again, ITesideni jayewardene has 
staled that I hr merger w'oukl mil ksl 
and that he would himself canvass at the 
referendum t(» vote against the cm* 
tmuance of the merger. Kui lUjiv Gari* 
dhi wants to pcrsi^ii with the accord 

ITiiw Minreter Kajiv Gandhi's bunt 
Ades are dubious lor (he loUowtng 
reasnits; 

e Al a very eaily stage, while playing 
the mie oi a mediator, he had given clear 
sifmab to une party (o Ik dispute that 
k was disposed to favour that party. 

• He had studkjusly excluded conskiera' 
(KA o! the k'gal arvd cnnsiilutional infir- 
milies uf the Sh l.ankan Republic to 
enciAipass Ihe norlheni and eastern 
prmincei whde m reaped of the ethnic 
conflict in Fuji he drevr pointed attention 
to (he nature of the CematitutioA. 

• He avoided the Directive Pnnciptes 
bid down by Article $1 of the Indian 
CofMtilution which er\|Qinfl tk Govern* 
men! cf Indb to endeaivour to refer the 
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diipute to irbitrMtHin. 

• Althoujjh the Aid Sn L)nk:i 

tium c<AJntne» wen* keen that the eihriH 
con (bet should be resolved (MNne <H 
them even suspended aid t» Sii Unkii 
because ol ihv vicila(K>n U rhe liunian 
riKhts of Tamils). (iandhi did nol 
wan any <Aher country to inlerfere in 
the medintiun IIk prese nce annlR r 
country ir> the picture* would have pfc 
vented Sri Lanka from deniKratins lixha. 
e A nwdialorV function is io try to hnnjt 
about an agree)m*nl between the parties 
to the dispute However, this MCord 
was n<a agreed to or conTimwd by the 
I'amil groups. 

• The provisions in the accord, except 
for disarminK the militants, are vague 
and give rise to greater dtsctrd. 

• The urgency m signing the accord has 
an uhehur motive—to shield the Sri 
Lankan government front adverse cniic* 
isms in the US Congress: the Ctmgress 
Kesohilion condemning the Sri Lankan 
guveronient frn* human rights violations 
was due to be discussed on 4 August. 
'I'his accord was intended to and did 
pre-empt the discussion. 

• The accord being signed at Gatte Face 
Green reveals an interest in conferring 
advantages on particular political parties 
in Sii Lanka’s internal politics. 

• KelegaCing vital issues to the category 
of 'Residuaries’ gives me to greater 
discord and confkma the^tkerior motive. 

• The size of the armsd forces irans* 

r ted to the northern pens ofSn L^nka 
far in excess uf ih^ needed tor 
peace*keeping functions. 

Rajiv Gandhi has done a number of 
things in this connection which indiaie 


that as -a mediatur he has gotv* nut of the* 
way to help ^ayewardene an! his gov¬ 
ernment. 1V highly puMK'isc^d aigu- 
mem that the act'orJ the 

security uf ihc regkm mS Indu s o«*n 
secumy IS an uM enable euggeratioii. 
VarkxK countries Klu* Krui4, South Afn 
ca. China. Pakistan. Soulh Korea and 
others m*\vr enteri*d into :iii ugrc^emeiit 
nr cultivated any fn«*nri«Np wiili Sn 
Lanka —mikh less Si'ted u* the deln- 
ment of todw Hiert* wi*re only selbiig 
nuienalA. <*uuipnH*nl a*id w(*api)(is lot 
hard cavli and in nio<<t iMsi*s iIh* nuns 
Sutd w«*re r<*aHY igivikit* and ivn of 
much value a a st'nous war heiwit*n 
I two nnmini's. IYh* auusalHais against 
USA were unwair.iiM4*iJ. 

What iIh* i;iMf/»(* l*kin** lul hv 
}*nrni* Muitsiu Kagv Gandhi m h(lp*ng 
the party to iIh* dispute iHiu.illv 'm iIh* 
wrong .nd. m llr |}r<x*ess, speiHling 
some IS to ^1 mdlHin rupiH's a do <m 
the war agamsi the lairalv wrtliout 
making any langilgi' advam't*' Indus 
rule as a nu-diMor is full ol ionlradHiHms 
and mystery and runuHis mesiihi.ilik* 

T iu* wlkdi' iik*a ig l^m'KHial roumils 

biwi): M*l up to n'aoix'i* eiluik ciwi* 
Ok lx has of Utc taken on tlir ILonur of 
finjdairK*ntali«m. Iiidu rs miiiosaig nn Sn 
Lanka ds own model made* Mtese hy 
I Resident Jayvwardene'A aeKiramiv In 
India Hk* Ct*nire-slale rclaiKaislMi) c. 
wb^M’t 111 (1k' xaidier «H a prov'isjon 
whKh enables tin* Centre to suspi i'd tlie 
State goxxTiwneni and enpits*' 
dent’s KuK* Tim pnivision was mtni 
dull'd at the end of the vcsskhis irf tlk* 
Constituent Assembly and was st^Kitly 
resisted by eertaai d(4‘gal<*s. parlKul.ir 
ly thuse from I^H^. That unkiriuiMii* 
Stale has experienced tlx* anpc'Silixn ttf 
IVeMdem’s Kuk* seven iintc-s f»n the | 
tosi oecasMA. ]*umab was vibteilc’d to i 
the imposition of l^esKScnt’s Kuk* for •• | 
rt IS freely stated and depicted in car* 
toons—wmiufig I he eleclirins in Haryana 
for the party in power at the Centre, Hut 

r I 

In St MrSMfn Kd MSttrn 
pmtocMtielwiMMli 
ileitM b ffim colonutloA 
tefeMNtemWwibiiliittWt 
wWrnMiSfeMMiri 

ttSMtottiaiMofrini 


the voters of Huryjma did ma niiligi*. 

Th<' Galle Kat e Grwn Arcofd wludi, 
■I the hnal iiiialysis. is (;iilv an luvortl 
NiWi.H*n iwii indniduafs. notwitlisiaiHl- 
mg the higli polilK'al positions tlK*y hold, 
hiis created more violeiire and discord 
Ilian It >uioglH to remedy. In the north 
and the east, tlwfrkfmn Feuce Keeping 
FtMiT IV w.igihg <t ruilik'ss w.ir ugiiuisl 

tiM' TuimK. Whji iIk'v are fighting for is 
still a mystery. In (Ik* vmtli and the 
west, wIiM'li Were earlier (|uite not mill, 
Ih4*rr IS seii^HiK vh>len<*e amu^d 4l tlir 
k*a<K rslii(i <»f tk' goveniiiig piirty. 'I>h' 
l’ri'SMk*iu «jf iI k* UNI* ll«ll^ell Ims been 
kilU*il 

J*residi Mt Javewattk-m* says that he 
lias iiiH«k'iiK*iU4*i1 ibi* aixord U*gislalive. 
Iv Ihr k*gist«iiisi nliied to inatleiK 
whnh were leil iivii a>. ’Residushca’ 
v.lH*n (Ik* iHiord wos ><igiK*d. The leg* 
i* 4 .iIrhi was fi]ialiH«>d without tin* Gov* 
erriiiM*iit of IihIm hging sliowii the draft. 
Kven tiK' Tl’I.F. whirli Iws lost all 
crt*diliility among tht* TumiK IvcauM* of 

servdHy to ITesidi'ni jayewardene. is 
thoroughly dtssatisfwd with how the 
'K(‘viduarH*s' Wi re finalised. 

(In the* sRle <4 ilk* Sinh.'desi*. iltere is 
ra I one to pursui' ihi* iinig(*nK*ntation of 
tiK* A cord, 'i'hc seiiKir tint list er Ht 
cluirgc of finunu* in iTevxlem Jayewar* 
dent*'K Cnhinet has unvquiv (gaily de* 
nv.niled lliat general elu:iiiM),s Ik» held lo 
ii*pkK*e Ihi* i>bv4eti* I'artiaineiU. Cither 
vi'iuof members of the Cabinei are keen 
that Ihc prosiTibect jVF. which is 
tlKHi^t to hi* behind tlie violeni*e in (be 
MKJth. sb>)uld tK* nude a legilimate 
party. Hoih the demands can not he 
evaded any longer by ITesidCM 
Jayewardene. 1‘he legal position anj 
democratic rights can rK> kniger be 
suppressed or evaded by mean^ of 
armed iikght vt Machuvellinn ai^cords. 

The general eleUiuns wiU have lo be 
held in the Smhala provimcs with JVF 
being made a iegilimaie party. Of 
course, no elections can be held in the 
north and the east with sorm; 20().(KH) 
refugees out of the isbnd. Further, the 
Sri Lanka Republic has no Icgtlinute 
right over the north and the east. I'he 
Govemneni of India, with its aiNord 
aborted, has no altenuftive but to teB Sn 
Lanka to Imld a Referendum m (he north 
and the east tu validale the KepnUican 
CcAstitution since the people of the 
north and the east had earlier refused to 
gram the mandate sought for creating 
the Lankan Republic. Further media* 
tion should deperid on the outcome of 
siid> a Referendum in the north and the 
east. 


Sf UMi r* Canto WMn by aofwuaflgilli V«v 
m\ nutwwe ay nmotow, Hm 

n0K iw tog* n» » 
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Whiii drove tennis ace Premjii LaU to attempt suicide? An unhappy 

marriage or chronic depression ? 

what 1 have heard 


she is actually 
njittwiR the ibow at I’remjit's printing 
press." 

After qwitinR Associated Cemert 
Company <ACC) n 1^74 at^ after retir* 
ing fonnally from Tennis. Lall ran a label 
printing press. Label Kraft, in I'akutta'a 
Park Circxts area. "I wouldn't say he was 
a Hiria or somethtng," said jaideep 
Mukher^a. ’'but he was fairly well off." 
But lately, it is bebeved. Lab^ Krart had 
not been doing too well and Ull was 
trying to sell hn car. '1 don't think he 
was so badly off that he would be driven 
to commit suicide." said Ajit Lall. 
however. But iU health had kept Premjit 
Lall from fioing to work and Sanghamitra 
was. indeed, looking after the press. 
Earty last year. Lall h^ suffered "some* 
thing like a stroke" which had left him 
with a speech defect. He had also been 
advised by his doctors against any 
physicai exenkKV indudmg tennis. 

Hut« whether 1 1 was a state of mind 
or bc^y that pushed Lall to take the 
plunge. It was a tragic near-end to 
India s tennis celebrity. "A nice looking 
tan fellow. soft-spcAen. a umversity man 
from Calcutta where he sometimes 
wMits a ccmont oaksman." Rod 
Laver had remarked after beating Prem* 
pt LaU to the Wimbledon trophy m 1969. 
That was the perwd when Lall was at hss 
tenras peak. In 19SB. Lall had gone as far 
as the finals at the junior Invitation 
Wimbledon, to eventually lose to the 
American. Earl Buchhols. fn 1973. Lall 
lost to Biom Borg, then a tennis new¬ 
comer. but after a tough fight. 

But 1969 had been Premjit Lall's 
closest shave with tennis history. "It 
was a once in-a-lifetirie chaiice.*' said 
Lall after losing the Wimbledon finaii Co 
Rod liver. "inA 1 missed it" Peihapi 
47‘year*old LaU sees life as a string of; 
inssed chsnces. But after struggling to| 
live, despite Hs cracked ribs, Ms cUm-| 
aged Ims. his kg. arm and headi 
kyuries. despite his near comatose stated 
even 10 days ^er the mi^iap, mayte 
Lai will reakse that there is mes^e to htt 
Chan missini or uking chances. On 
maybe he won't. Al that Sangtwnitn ill 
hoping for at Che moment is a svoR 
recovery. *1 am pnytng to rind." she. 
said. But the only cure for Lall's prob¬ 
lems bes with Ui himeetf. 


So. if It wasn't what the doctors lem 
"mamc de^ssive psychosis' 
that drove Pren^it Lai lo try and take 
lus own life, what was tiP Inevitably. 
%*imc skektuiis have come lungilmg out 
of the LaN cupboards and one suspkiuo. 
perhaps predartabiy, is about an unhappy 
marri^ bfe. Sanghamitn is Prempt 
LaD's second wile and he her third 
husband. Earher. Ifremirt was married 
to one Georgina Roy. who used to leach 
at Caicutta's La Martiraere Girts Srhud. 


E x I cm IIS iii't’ Prviiijii I will IS lutk m 
ilu» III IK' tight, hut ivrliiuily nrrt fur 
he would ever have 
rhos<*i)* allemplerl MiH tde. Wtinl drove 
him tiijiimp tH'fure ilw tniin Cakutta's 
umliTKrouud I'nrk Si reel Meln> slalion 
C41 tlsii muggy Wrdiiesdiy munung of If 1 
Septemliet is. of (*011 rsr*. not known, hut 
hiH wife SanghamiiJH's rather unea* 
peeled comments in a Calcutta dady 
alxHil the mishap ha vr fuelkd con^ciure 
of tiK- must unforturiiiie kind. "Ifs going 


biiprtllitMi 

eCriattrt 


LaH: WMk fulun* 

to be traumatK enough fur hremjil when 
he recovers. ’’ said younger brother Apt 
Lall, an Indal executive. ’"What .Saiigha* 
mitra hd.<i said has certainly not gone 
down well with tlie famfly." 

WliK'li. given Sanghamitra Ull's state* 
meiiTK, nut surprising at all. In effect, 
iihe has ikiI only labelled her husband a 
chrtmk* depressive, but branded the 
whole Lall clan as wcU. "Hus tchronic 
depression] has been runnmK in the 
family," she said. ’'His sister abo suffers 
friHii it." Lall. site eUbmated. had been 
under psychiatry' treatment for some 
time. And. practically settling the cal 
anKMig tile pigeons, she added that 
WVdnrxdjiy'« viMiidi' alt«*mpt was nttf 
till' first. ii WAS. she saxl. his third. 

1^'cnyii Lall's family niemhers say 
lht;\ hail no idea aMnit the earlier 
ultt nipts. Nor did Jaideep Mukhertea, 
I l.riP's long'standing fnend and lennn 
partner. "Yes. occasionally Sfremjit 
would seem ckpressed.” said Mukher- 
jea. "but duesn't that liappen to every¬ 
body?" A 


nvMipUH:HpMn#m 

LaD had two children by her. Dev end 
Jaya. who kved wHh th^ mother after 
the divorce about 10 years ago. 

Sanghamitra ts. however, one person 
Uilt’s fnendx chan ruM to know very 
well. They seem a perfectly normal 
cuupk and have a your^ sun," said 
jaideep Mukheryea. ''but since I haven't 
been seeing ITempl too often in the ^ 
two years. I ^'l know Sanj^tanetTi 
very wet" "I haven’t met Sangha- 
mhra at alL" aid Riu Bhiniri chief 
public rektnna twsger it Indai who 
has known LaBior seme tine, ‘Mfrom 



SUNDAYW^r*^ 


BEGINNING 9 OCTOBER 1988 BY AMRJTLAl 



ARIES {21 Mareh-2d April) 
A successtui week hes 
dhead of you Those m 

business wilt succeed m 
thei' deals Spectehsts w<B 
De crowned wih success Attend lo impor* 
lant oiaiters on hand A lavourable hme lo 
pursue riew ideas You are Lkely lo gam 
through new Inendships Jol prospects 
are l<kely lor ihe young Keep an eye on 
your health 

Good dalar 9. lO and t2 
Luaky flumbart, $. 7 and 6 
Pavotirlbfa Piraellon: Nnrih 


LEO (21 My-21 Aepwl) 

Your plans a*e kkeiy to 
rnaienakse live week You 
gVIf wiH benelil ihrough lir\aAcial 
gains 1n« t me is fpvouf* 
aPte lor sporismen and creakve ariiars 
Others are advised to guard aga«nsi temp* 
lation Cioiemwnt may come your way 
You are adv^ed to be cmIji dunrtg a 
lournev Keep an eye on your hearth Oo 
nol r^icct your near onei 
Good Mat: 10. ti and I3 
Lucky flvtabefr i. 3 and $ 

Favevrtbia PtrecHen: Souih easr 




SAiiinARIUS (21 Natcrn 
Prf*-2I Oicembef} This m 
an imponani week An old 
problem Will be resolved 
Loved ones wilt gladden 
your heiri Those in service win be lucky 
Gusmessmen will gam financially There 
wiHpe siokrwss in the larniiy Steer cleai of 
domeskc troubles a good I'mo (or cuitwat* 
•ng lha cteairva ans A favourable tima lot 
love 

Gead Mta: 9 1 ? and 
Lacfcy eamlefi: 3. 6 artd 9 
Faeaenbli dlraelion, South weii 



TAURUS (21 Aprlu.2P May) 
Th<s is a week of (luciuaiing 
foriuods This IS nol Ihe 
Time 10 lake r<sks You 
might suffer 'rom ImarKiai 
losses Those m setvica wis lace ddi'cut' 
has Enoineers are likely id achieve promo* 
Irons The he*iilh ol elders m yr^jr lamay 
may cause you some ens'cty Steer ciear 
Of controversies and arguments wth ekters 
ar>d supenors ai ihe olfice 
Good dbtfi: f3. 14 arvi 15 
Lwbv nemliri: 2 3 and 4 
Pavduribis duaciioe: fast 


VINCO (21 Aifail—21 
laptambtr) ims ^s a week 

of financial gams for you 
Those A service are keefy 
lo get a promotion Fame is 
in store lor litre reieurs arm arhsis Csercise 
cauPOn in landing and bonoenng Gorrow 
ers mghi cause you some enxieiy A good 
week for undertMcvig rtew business ven* 
lures A ia4y m.ghi be Of bm help Do r>oi 
hsgieci mmor coMS and coughs 
Seed datts: it. I2 arm M 
Leeky aemben: 2. a and 6 
F u eer i bii direcflee: Norih*w«st 


CANIICORR (21 DacamMr^ 
L^^BI j 29 Jaaearyl Success is 
C loreseen in your career this 

pk week Thi;i is the time to 

Raffia.uridenaks new veniurea 
ee careful abOui your heaiih and that oi 
your dear goes mieiieciuaia will gam 
prominence and recognition You will oe 
praised bv elder sand employers loi a good 
decison Mailers of the heart will progress 
Cxerpse patience and cautior^. 

<M dalat; 9 . 10 and 11 
Lucky eemberi: 5. ? and 9 
Fiveerella ilraelloe: Norih<ea$i 


G2MINI (21 May—2G Jena) 

l>o f'ci be tmpufsive ih»s 
[9 \ week Clear all backlog of 

I / iucA 6*^ careful of youi 

or>amies who are l<kely 10 
cause you harm Bu^ness deals are not 
likely to Igrn out successful Lve NAHh of 
your eldem rnight couso you some worry 
The lime is auiiable for malrimor^ial 
alfiar^ces Oo nol shirk respuosihiliiies 
Good dales; 10 i? and 14 
Lueby numbers; 1. 4 and 5 
Favoufabie diraeifon: Souih 



CANCER (21 Jena—20 Jaly) 

Tfia vveak ahead mH cad to* 
parier>ce New ventures are 
likely to succeed Bui the 
domesiic front .s r>ol prom¬ 
ising this week. You are likely lo anisgonise 
d near one The lime i$ not favourable for 
rriairimor>ial alhances Exercise caution m 
business deals. You mighi have in pay 
heavily for a faux pas Proceed cauiiou^. 
Do nol endanger your $ell*respect. 

Good dtlas: 11. 13 and 15 
Ucky numbers: 3. 5 and 7 
Fwoorobli diraetton; West 


LMRA (21 toMembar—21 
DcMMr) A week of ups and 
downs For ihuse m service 
the week wii not be so 
lonurtaie lake care o( your 
hoaiih New ogportunihes ate m the offing, 
especiaby lor the young and unemployed 
Teachers and aciors wiU gae^ prominence 
and respeci Ihis week Oo not mike a hasty 
marital atkence. Businessmen wifl auriar. 
Goad MdS; 12. 13 and 1S 
Licliy oa mb a n : 6. t and 8 
Faveenbii IMcttdd: Easi 




SCORPIO (21 Oefsber—28 
Woyawbrl The oogeinmg ol 
Ihe week « lavourable for 
tMmg risks Avod impul¬ 
siveness laier m ihe week 
Do nol antagon<se elders and those m 
authority for ihose m service, there might 
be cause for worry The heiHh of a dose 
rettiive nvghi cause some anxiety Those 
in love wii be very torturiaia this week Be 
Cpnfideni m al your deakngs 
Goad «pks: 10. ll and 12 
La^ MBdrr 4. 6 and $ 
faw irsaia dNscttdd: South 


AQUARIUS 121 Janeary—20 
Fabmiryl The iime i$ nol 
iipa lor impiemanling 
plans You will be unabia IC 
gel what is legaNy youre. 
Businessmen will face hardships Deals 
will tail through. Politicians ara iikaty lo be 
froubied Favourable phase for ihose who 
are unemployed Those already m service 
vn" be rewarded with promolions. 

Goad dtlai; n. 12 ano 13 
Lacfey namberi: 6, 7 and a 
Ftveurabft dirtchpn; North 

I 

PI8CII (21 Pebraary—20 ) 

March) The beginning of the 
week IS favourable for 
those ih service Exercise 
caution and patience A 
malter—long forgotten—Wilt come up This 
IS the bast ume to start a commercial 
venture Be careful durir>g a lourney The 
domeatic from wil be r>eacefui The heaiih 
of an aSderty famriy member, mighi cause 
problems 

Geed dates: 10. it and 14 
Leaky aanibaft: >, 6 ano 7 
Paidirabit diraetteti: West 


tM PirtRM: Mm—Lm 


The aura of confidence that (ha Anea man exudea wd immediMefy Mrea tneleo wornar^. H4 boyish impuiiiveneea 
coupled with hie mrtate urge lo take life aa a chalenga «M endear hen lo her However, they rnay encounter ego 
crashes leading (oquarreM Each mutt (Mii cere nei to hurt me other’s senbmems 





ODDS AND TRENDS 


I Dusty Deihi 

im- 

preKSJve hfiuk'V^rds, iinpo's* 
mu hjch-ns*' ^inkiiirtvs. 
sprHwliM^ |K<rkv -IM^his 
attmnK (Ik* sv>;4!)kk*sl 
inthi'Work^ Uiit tlM>>|iK'k 

niHl s{Mii niv<tKi)h.is 
^jnoilvnlistimtxM^ a<1u- 
f>Hius HIM’ biU rvM nvm lYMk' 
' IM s. ;ii IV ( Ih* k iur iki slK* ^1 

I niH's tit lfi('world, 
f ArcMnlmiriiiiMU'»Mf<*n' 

I llWhUlstlldV I'lHKiUi U'O 
I jiMiUly hy (Ik* WorUHvjIth 


I 



diK) lh<* Hmted 
Nalwms Ivnvjroitmt'iita) lYoji* 
ramnie, (he siiuaikuu'ori* 
imM‘» uxblerKiratt* in dv 
velopmyi count nes like* Indu. 
Wluii IS niakiiiy tlw prohU*ni 
fven inoTv linevous \% (he 
l^t (b^i aiieHlintkit'd (i^ft 
iiiiliMff) peo|)lc art*expus<‘d lo 
an uti<K*cep(4l>lif k’S'el of sul 
S^ur dHixich pnlliitvnt and 
ajvilher fiTid nuilHin live 
.undt'r nuiri;n>;il condKvtns. 
Andyi?s, our o»ii holy 
(riinyfes is the most (villuted 
hvirin die wcifld! 


Governor's 


f.tlt 


h;jt is with (loa's 

K^j f^havan that 
the state government has 
sought Ks 11 crores from the 
I Cent re lo build u new one? 

; I his IS precisely whai tioa s 
I active I'jivirojimentalists and 
: ecologists are a sknit. The 
I exisiing (k'vcmor's licAJse m 
Dona 1‘aula is situated on (he 
westerti end c»l Panaji on a 
picturt ^g^ie hiUock overlook* 
•If ‘«t*a and is a grand 
tfodRien uf Indo* 




[ I v*nugiu*se arrhKei'iure. 

I Ml iTeovei. (1 IS poirued out 
I ilui ihi' iiroposed new Kaj 
! fihin jn wiH alMi be* toc^ated m 
l>o(U l^iula which WiH <iNy 
lead (r> I rKigesiKin Bi the 
(jiiami (owi’n. 

The radofule of Ibe slate 
government auiboniiesis in* 
tctesting: "The i^esenl Kai 
llhavan l.'Kits modem amcni* 
ties, andvmceittskirated 
t n a hilhn'k facing 1 he Am 
bun Sea. a kn of nv mey is 
spcni on diet king ern* 

SKA.. "Wlwi lias raised 
eyebnm's is the mlenlKA of 
tlw Slate govemnienl In turn 
ii into an archives museum— 
I At e the iiov'emnr niwi*s 
lAl! Query, how wiH that 
check sea eriiM a.' 


Ms/e effikf onfy 

^^<K,iol progressivefH*ss 

drwH not seem to be < hi* 
)arat'8 lUnaig ptanl. If (he 
asKAishmgly hij^ ra(e of 
female foiiicide is anything 
to g<i by. Guianiis seem to 
have a sirtAg bias against 
female offspring. Aceorihng 
to a spoke^r sun of (he 
KorumAgainsl Sex Deter* 
mirulkm, at leasi 2U.O00 sex 
(k*iermina(ion (esis arc car* 
rwd out m the state every 
year. And each time a female 
foetus is delected, rt nearly 


always meets with the same 
bte—a premature death. 

In view ttf this alarming 
situation, the forum is trymg 
Its level best to urge the 
state Roverrvnem u» ban 
amnioceniesis. Chief minis* 
ter Amarsinh Chaudhary has 
promised to look 01 IO (he 
matter, Kvt whether he can 
actually do away vnth (his 
practice remains to be seen. 
Time—and many more cases 
1 4 female fuelKi^— perhaps 
can teH. 


Tummgdry 

Thi* weliesi pkgx* on earth 
could. A the nut ttxi 6stani 
future, become lAe of tlie 
driest pfM rs. Cherrapuhp, m 
the nur1h*eastem part of In* 
da. has fur years occupied a 
pndt* of place m the (/uinne.sj^ 
hunk ot World KtH vmfs as 
the placv whwh rect>rds the 
maximum amount of rainfall 
in a year 

Hui thanks lo human de* 
predalKAS, Cherrapunji is 
fast losing Its forest aiver. 
which is so onpuftant lu hold 
ram water. The fhum cultiva* 
tiun practised by I he t ribal» 
of the area ^ whKh entails 
Iarge*sca1e deslrmtion of 
trees- - has spell disaster m 
terms of sori erosion. 


THIS INDIA 


a N€W DELHI The winners wid mrvners-up of the Khasai 
(ournamem—an annual hoekey championehip ergantsed at 
venous places in CrtotaoaoP'J'-*^ 9^ pnaasi The 
Adivasi paruements ere not perticulirV keen on gold and 
Silver medaia—The Titrm of fndia fMitak Gupta. BomMy) 

e BHOPAL: There is a c o llege in Madhya Pradesh where 
not a single student has taken edmeevn this year. 
Elsewhere, a Khdchipur. only one etudem has teken 
admission this yeer Aecortbng to informed sources, there 
are ai least'SO government co i tepes the ttete where (he 
number of studenu e no( more ttien 2S. However, all these 
colleges have the ful quota of profeesore end lecturers— 
Tfio Hmth/sttn Tmm (Urtre Outts. New OetH) 

e PATNA; A pnceiees colle c tion of rve books ana 
penodcate dating back 10 the 1 7th edmurv N gathering 
duet In (he Hbrvy of the UM Nereywi MMs LNvererty 
here for lack of proper maAtenenoa faeflittee RepiMid 
appeeie lo the Qmvereity Qrente Commieeien for edequHt 
fundi (0 carry out repen nave faded lo eveke a poaWvt 
fdepe na e The refeonpn (K es i W nd Psekh. Howrehi. 



Moreover, the Jhumming 
cycle whidi once lasted for at 
least 25 years, has now been 
reduced lo about four years. 
With man expluiimg nature 
so mercilesHly, the day isnoi 
far off when Cherrapunji wi^ 
beaxne (he driest place on 
earth. 


I Huniforshome 

est Bengal is perhaps 
tht* only—or among the very 
few—states which cannot 
boast of a palatial ufOcial 
residencu for its chief mmis* 

[ ter, (h>e is not sure whether 
i this iHBi keeping with (he 
I unagu of a Marxist state— 

I but thefaciislhai CMJyuti 
' Basu himself is making do 
w)i h a Hal m I he sprawling 
Raj Bhavan. Ku( this lack of 



adequate official residences 
seems U> have affected the 
seniofmost people in the 
bureauaacy too. And the 
latest to be aflected is ncme 
other than the city police 
commissioner. B,K. Saha. 

The police chief who took 
over on 31 July, was occupy* 
ing the of5^ residence of 
the inspector general. 
CRPK—his previous assign* 
meni—31 September and 
has now shifted in with his 
in laws. Reason: stale police 
cNefB.K. Basu. Sahs'spre* 
decessor. has yet to vacate 
the olTicial quarters of the 
pc^e commissioner. Com¬ 
missioner Saha had re¬ 
quested the SF. South 24* 
Pargattts. to vacate his offi- 
oal residence 8) the posh 
AJipore area but to no avail 
And Saha couldn't be too 
happy about moving in with 
hie in-lawe deepite beiM the 
most powerful police offical 
in Calcutta. 







RANDOM NOTKS 


MUDRARAKSHASA 


chj 2 at<' and Napean RiUKl 
apfiear lo be uncoiKiuiH'd 
abfxjt chis. The laicHt fini ol 
thv Pawar ^uvcrnmrni 
nrderi^ the pnbce to vaciite 
(heir barracks tn Worll. K<iur 
hixunc>iiH owiH'rship build* 
iiijzs itrabbed by powerful 

iHilitirwns and 

their friends have come up in 
a pan tif the barraiRs va* 
caled earlier by the krwty 
paid eiKisUbles. The Pnwar 
rejtime now wants more 
spate lt;r its patrons aitd 
fntsHls at the cosi of the 
cunstabies. ic*n per cent of 
whom live in slums and 
others in dilapidaled build* 
inKH. ai('(vdinK to ih<* I’oJice 
Mitn Mandal presideni Sam* 
bail Chavan. 


Political play 


T amil Nadu s celluloid su 
persiar. the actor* 
director*pn>ducer T. K^n* 
dar, has defected just as 
often as most of tl>e stute> 
fxiliticians. At nne time he 
^ WHS an AIA1>MK camp fol* 
i lower but after bemK 
1 spurned by M. (». 
KaniH< IwTidran. he flt^d to tlic 
llMK to hiive htt iniereats 
pmtecHed. Now. the iruiker 
of innumerable hkM kbusierH 
is traihiii}; his eye on the 
Cofurressdi. lie is a fre<]uent 
visiior to ifkr <i. K. Misipu* 
nar resiriciKe nnrt il the Con- 
press St me party chief cei> 
nuiwue lo will over the star. 
Il Cl Mild mean a Nk boost for 
the parly in rtx* fortfv'ominit 
ckrlKms. 

<1/ Inle, things have not 
h<'en very j^kk! beiween the 
llMK k'odt'rship and Ka^m* 
Usir. It IS Ix'ht'ved that he is 
viewed as a threat lo Kam* 
luiiiidhrs MW. M K. Siabn. 
lh«' liMKs youth lender. 
Anoltief npponcirt of KaKH* 
dar's IS parly geniTHl seaet* 
ary K. Anktzhapan. He is 
Mid lo luive turned airjmst 
Kaii^ir after ii pubk' meet- 
when the crowds int^ed 
away after tlie star's speech, 
Upaol over the cold shoul- 
ikr from the party lead- 
erslup, Kajetidar is spending 
his time in Iht* prh'acy of a 
hotel room wntini; a senpt. If 
the DMK persists in abenat- 
ins him. then Kajendar may 
allow himself to be per¬ 
suaded by Monpanar. The 
; Coni^ressman. from all 
accounts, Is patiently waiting 
I for Kajendar to bhe. 


Subraia 
Mukherjee's 
Libyan love 


G uess whose pholograph 
adims (lie walls uf Con¬ 
gress leader Subrata 
Mukher^’s house in Calcut- 
la? Aft^ Kajiv'a and Indira's 


The price of real 
estate 


UMnertM:newi«e«s? 

portrait, it's the Libyan lead¬ 
er. Col. Gaddafi's. The b*. 
byaii embassy m |}eOu had 
sent the photograph of Gad* 
dafi to Mukhenee alter his 
ret'cni sujnum to that court* 
try. Mukher]eehas been tell* 
mgfall and sundry that Gad¬ 
dafi is a popular dicutor. 
Thoufdr why Mukhet^ lus 
taken a fancy for the Ltbyan 
leader ia itil not dear. 


Salve praises 
Pawar 


T he Itumhay I'cAi'e ve 
being hfHiiided mit friNii 
(heir irxktKHial quarters m 
(he high^emiuijt Worii Sea 
Pace area and pushed to the 
dislani suburbs of Marol and 
MaUvam. However, tnp 
bnss of the police wbo kve m 
the phish quarters at Cbur* 


N , K. I\ Salve’s attempt 
to praise Maharashtra 
chief minister Shanid Pawar 
as '^tbe first leader to wipe 
our tears”, has come under 
Oak from energy minster 




DELHI DIARY 

D C NIZAMUDOIN ^ 


Bhafan Lai's 
faux pas 


T ill’ H i <111 ni 

A^mhii ii|ip<>rir<’(l liiluiw 
fOVi’H it l>iiuM idi'a t<i iIk’ 
UiiMH) aKiH’ulluit' iiHhHirr 
Uliiijan Liil' »hy not niakt* 

fMl^llHrll lajHUll Mill ot Mn' 
I IMS' Iwll is MU’Vl’fl iMliaVc 
ImI(1 (Ik* I'iiiih* MinisU i llvti 
hi’ iU’iHli*rl a lwiH*M|iU<i (m 
lr>ui iliL’ilM<Kl siiK'k(*nm’as 

'Hk’ .. iMiiminlv 

ujOi*i*il lo Ins ri’iiik’sl. l(vl 
Uii hlumli’inl dunii^ his hi>- 
|(Hiiii: Ih* (cikl (!»• distNii)!lii 
iiiasM’s Ml (III* sihU' rliai Ihi’ 
I’M luiil |H’isuialts Livi*ii a 
liilH'oirli’r (<i liirn In iluiiKi* 

(In* iiMjiiicai i liiiKiU’ ih 

Assam. TIh’ Ixsist r<*<K'l)nl 
Kajrv's nars. 

Wlu’ii (III* riiiiM' Mimsk*r 
l^iirr wi’rit mi a Ihitv’tiav 
iMUJ ill Assam, Lil was iivs* 

siiiit Irmn llii' ciUi>uraj{i’> 

(Ills |iiqui*il ilk’ a^iiiulliiri' 
minLsii’r, Thi* itra|K*viTH' Ims 
i( Ithil di*sf)iii* niK'iiU’d li’- 
gui'sli* (II (lu* hii:l) iMniiiuiiKl 
la (aki* him ali>i>k'. Kaja h 
ri’pi’riMil m havi* brusIk’O 
llinn asuli'. wiih tlx* riti>»‘' 
li*i’ lliai I ail slKriikl lake a 
ii'Sl in till’ i.i|nlal 

Five>star 

culture 


I f ihiTi* IS <ux’ bond (hal 
iiiiMi*s Subramanian) 
Swann and A)i( Sini^li. il is 
llieir laiii'v fur fivr star 
ha!i*js since* difliT* 

i'lKcs ai7iMR>i; jaiiala Ifnders 
s|)lii I hi’ rank and file ul the 
parly, the imd liavi* only 
i<r<iwn I’kiw’i lo cjiih niber 
And \\ IS luii tlk* Amerv'im 
conTuvluiii that binds iham 
tiipi'ilM't, OiH’ can sc*i' ihi’ni 
bnliUiiK piirk'is A( five >I«m 

hutoK Ih’ n ciiinn^ ilk* duv i>r 
iB^Ki. Slran^idv, ihc liar- 
iaid'l’ducalod piuti’ssur 
sfsiris a </hr<i/*AnnJ whik* 
C haiKlhiii V L liai an SiniidVs 
Si Ml Wi'.'tis wMSiem ckdlu’s. 

Wliat'n nian<, Sw«iny ukvs 
A}it Sirnrii atound m his 



I 



1 . 


enWinLt vtiAbOMi 

s|mnkinx ih*w aar oNHlKMiiK’d 
Maruli IniidHilallv. ilu’ 
11 can I uun( of l hi'M* iw'n k’ad ’ 
its IS |lnlL*l 1^1*0(111*11. wtid li 
IS i’kisi* t«i (hi'Jarciia l^irly 

(ilfKa*. Sfinu^ A|i( Soiidi K> 
fivi*<si(ir hmi'is. iKR* JanHa 
k’adi’f nwrvi*lli’d a 1 haw 
lln^ i’itv luki’t 1 "ukl havr* 
ksl a |MTi V id pcasHiK at nru* 
tnm*. 

A|l( SMgh. city SHcMr 


Reds to the 
rescue 

W Ih'Ii bi (niubk*. ash IIk* 
Ki*ds for hi'lp. N<il’ 
willtstandint! lur fasinulkm 
for c'vit ytliinK Ainerv an, our 
ksirti*rs liavt* liad to turn (n 
till* SnviH rnon, Kei’vnlfy. 


r. 








I Ins in Ik Hill' mmisli’r IfuU 
Singh's wilt* rk*eded medical 
Irealrmtit and Singh lud de* 
i’Kk*d IhAl a trip to h wed* 
kmiwn lxi>|Htal in (he USA 
wiHild da his betltt ludf a 
world al itiKirt, [iiu as sihki as 
he inrtde his wislws known, 
there raine a voUey of pru* 
U*sts. a|>;iarently friMii his 



Sh>qh: Ru»»ia bOilM 

well-wisherc. How rould he 
go to the USA when his 
name was on the terri/riata' 
hit-hst? And to top it all. 
w eren'l there a large number 
of Sikhs in the USA. who 
Imvi* been known to be clear* 
lyanti'Indiani* Sn. huu Singh 
to acule fur the USSK. 
He it now taking a course in’ 
Russian. 





r 

time stops far a little sweetness... 




A « ' 4V 




^^are there to share 
those moments with you. 


bajaj bhidusthan ird. 

Sweetening an entire generation. 


Bajaj Hindusthan brings you the 
fir>est sugar crystals manufactured 
from sun-kissed sugarcane. 

Wrfh an expertise perfected over 
50 years from one of India’s 
foremost sugar manufacturing units, 
has enabled 8a|aj Hindusthan to 
crush 12 lakh tonnes of sugarcane 
annually by working in 
close harmony with 
60,000 farmers 

Keeping you in close touch 
with the best ^ings in life everyday 
in everyway! 






Wills PUt«r the filter trend in eigarettee 
long yean ago. Today it'a atill tha finaat. 

In taate. in aatiafaction. Hand-picked virnnia 
tobaccoa marned to aa effieiant fiJtar naxa it a 
MiJIiona of amokera have diacovond it* 
then atayad with it. 


WILLS nLTER 


Ik* 









Glasnost 'is over at Doordarshan and it's back to 

being a propaganda machine 


























rhniix mu sUivf is 

untk’nimuni hv (U* Srfhiiaii 
Kiii^Ik}k>’s Imh^. YYh’.xrr.iiM* 
V'(*rM*s 
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I PAYING TO THE 
I GALLERY 

iihc^moulO kis c<jnM’ u k>nie 
lr<rfT) ilu’ dav}>»In n il an 
iil»srun* criTKyn dial 
manufdc Urcd VK iuic (raius. 
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IV«>\ arit^rk)n and iiU politics 
ataila thi' HhUm pftrulwm 
prf^cct. 




Mip.tn Cha ixli a I r« 11 K« 1 ml li 
«il ^uiniHiibkh^iii in iiMah rii li>ilia 
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LETTERS 


si ep ill iwn in t^vi wr of He^tde 
wlm K u mure* chiiminatic 
;m(i 3i'Lcp(ahle leader. 




Whither 

Opposition? 


T he si|ii,il>tj<u)^ 

til Ivive ;i{|i:iiih’I 


I Seel 11 til Iv iVi« ;i i li:il ih’I ri- 
rally <i|i|Hisii<< '>l.in(l ami un* 
li'ss i'iJiKM*’ iTU'a'«i(reH are 
I a kt' ti IM r« tiH 1 w (lie Kiirilk*'*, 
<1 wrth al Njilil raiioiii b«* 
iivindrd (V‘iMi ir.a s/rfri. 2f» 
ScptenilHT • 1 < H lulieri, A 
divisHU] Ml iheJ'MMla l^arty 
will (HJt p;iHl til all unii> 
cfliirtv l*<isitive altempls 
nujHl hi' made «idii the ntih\ 
Ihmi^xaiilu rviht tnw. 
S^ehthldmiin^ 
HtnkudlikhtMl 


■ JIh' rover story provided 
i'Xi ellenl fiKid fnr ihcHlshl in 
vH*w of (he cnminj; peneral 
eleilkios. llie politick see' 
ruTNim Indy today is chat of 
a hand ot power-hungry 
puhiH uns en^aKed n a same 
ol urK**upfnansIiip. (he cnrri' 
Dion man be danm'd ft 
would do wcitf Heffdc and 
Chandra Shekhar rould risr 
ahtive petty polilirs m (Ik* 
intercsiKot tlierytmn. which 
IH gradually nn ivms cowards 
a state of frasiiM^ntalRin 
Gumwfmt/ 



(From lett) R.K. H«g<te, CR«ne«» Slwfchar. Qeorp* r»*n«AOt» anO 


MaOhu OtnOfiMls bun^tiMng iilon^ 

0 It IS unliiruinjie tlial tln' 
J.innia I'artv. c«iti>ideu*d Im 
be the Ijive^t anti lliens»si 
nedibli' an«RiK llie OpiMi^i 
(ion parties, is findinv! its(>li ui 
a rnsis enjflnoered bv iht* 
parly's own s(alw«iris. 11 r* 
pari V is divtdvd mto two 
>;rou}>s. oflt (kfcideii by Chilli* 
(lr:i Sliekhan and tlie<iibi’r 
by IK'eharismatK' Kanuik- 
nshna ile^* It is loriiin.ile 
that Ivirhtlk* leaders luve 

nut oiiiii iHit i>|H’iilv aeiunsi 
e:u It'«(her :md are k'nifMlenl 
of Imdirut a dilution. 

Tlie lnmyt:«>ntitSll^’iiid 
the NaiHinaJ h'roni is .n w'el* 
come step iimaids Opptw* 
litmumiv A)ii Sinuh shiHikl 


Af/bn Pprfn#Mr«tav. 

rramewadv/ 


Talent and charm 


J a\"ibhllu K iiiHliMibcedlv 

life* (aIv liih MihI IcMcko s 


(aIv liihMi'd k'ivk'i m 
l .miii N.idu IA fNVifthyt'ant* 
IKHfgfi |H> -21 September >. 

11 1 » her chann and Jiftier* 
em e to bamc phpi'iple« ihai 
we enable her to wat xtAn. 



we won't du that. We won’t 
take Advantage of this law 
because it is a matter of 
prmt'iple.' ’ Hiere is a fun- 
damemni diflereme In^twi'en 
what 1 had slated and the 
way I have been quoted. 

$*tfuamctt0vdNffr. mp, u* 
utiiM,mwb9§n 


A gentleman in 
flannels 


■ 1'he ream A behind the lu$' 
ide in the iaiela Party is a 
persooiilit) clash between 
the I wi> headers, Chandra 
Shekhar and K.K. Ih'icde 
*IV nit between I he (wo 
leaders can be reaulved d 
(hiy meet each other hr a 
^ank exchantfe of views for 


JeylAWy vrinseintwavr 

If she ever i*rAies to power 
in Tamil Nadu, she win ccr* 
(ainly liavc (he support of (he 
Centre. Not only will t he be 
able to Aiprove the cconuniH 
CiAditKA of the nusses. hut 
wil alw> bi* a symbol u>i 
national uivty and mtepniy. 


I I wa s II ideed a pleasai It 
chaner t<i rend a bcKik 


rrw 



How come? 


K uldip Nayar in hi< article 
(f*) rhi'finc*, Septem- 


■ m(fM rht'linc'. Septem¬ 
ber-1 Oct oberl slates that 
a candidate placed 1st m 
the recent ovil aervKva cx- 
anuDaiRA made ii to the ehie 
IKS. J am itnured l<i read 
this, as I secured the 2fl5ch 
rank and was offered the 
Kail way I'raflw Servkv. 
eveflihiiuidi I hi* IKS was my 
first iiptMi. SAWIhiny is 
anuss ^AK'wlicre. Can Mr 
Nayar dispel my ckiuMsf’ 
IMI'AMiMevOiriM 


Ichanpr til road a bcKik 
extract iw s|K»ns (A new 
fr<Hn ihf fk'id, dfiSepU Tn* 
bit \ (VliiU rl. lud^iiip 
fnaii (Ih* rxcerpi.s, Allfiowxl 
vft'H priMiusvs to Im butter 
tlian tin* earlier hiOi»r.sphira! 
frnran. All this ii>ous to show 
that (iiinii Khan IS pe>t>d both 
1 A the field as well as • >ir it. I 
am ijlad Si Nh\> is not hcisud 
against this pL;kyer jiisi he 
cause Ik* Iwkinps Ui n hostile 
CiNiniry. Youi magazine Kis 
diriK' well to ^\e him due 
iiK*dM (ovcTape. 

Ary, Cffrvlto Weal 


ifnran Hhan. popuiw 




1 he* sake of WHI y < if ihe Janata 
Party. Perseavil differences 
shrnUd In* cast avAf (nr thi* 
sike of the country and a 
MKMiK ()ppositiiA buifl to 
in\i throw (he CiaqpesstlJ 
:n ihi* Centre. 


Misquoted 


T o niy dismay I find that 
the reDoct (7he iUUttf 


I the report (7he fun of 
HTiA/gs. II —17 September) 
Ibs quoted me inccAqiletely 
as havu)K said that ''Ifit 
I'omes ihniuKiv we caii send 
ITiya Kansan Das Munshi to 
jad for what lie says about 
lyoti Kasu". This not only 
ipves a wnAK impression but 
chiiwi's Um* tenor of my 
ciHiversaiHA When queried 
wliethei the dei.imatHA law 
wiKild be appked in West 
IkAftal. I had said: "Jfii 
cixnes through, we can send 
Das M unshi tn fail for what 
he says about Jyoti Rasu. But 

















Hard evidence 

T he report fThe Us I 
iTfifv qa^stttin. 18—24 
.Sepiciiibtfr) should haw 
nHMilH>Tit*d that (here was 
mth’h more in my story] 
.S/KK'kffur/ 'fhe slrnnge ew a* 
fodt^s ofj. H. l*'dii\ad( f/#ua- 
tmted W^ty <tf IndiA. I8-* 
24 May, I9rtti)ihan"«h()rt 
inivrviews with buys and 
jeirh whi^ii the chief minisier 
alk'KC'dIy abus«^''. There 
wort* fucs^nvk exirdri^ from 
tho r#*^sic>r "f a si»veniineni 
wht‘re nurse 
Si’varani had stayed for 57 
days. 1 heckniKnut sht' 
liad wr>ltt»n “Send bill lo I'ts 
lo CM" atui si^TK^l It. We 
i *lrrH^d exirai ts from a leilcr 
written by n woman to StMua 
tiandhi alloianicwxual 
hara'>sn)i.'Ml hv I’alnaik We 
publislw*da phot<rslai Cf4»y of 
a conrKJeniul knier imn an 
importAOi kinctionarv to the 
(kivemoi acrusinv|>aiiviik <il 
misusini; Ihe C M's r«‘hel IutkI 
for "purch^siDK pk^asure". 

We alsu puhlisfied a pKiure 
of tite CM miimatvly holding 
a woman's hand. Subsequent 
issues of the Weekfv earned 
ccpiebofalfKhv^lsbv some 
yoiint; men deUihnit their 
Sf^xuul mteracliw with J. B. 
l^atnaik. Surely, all these 
amount tomorelhanjust 
‘‘short mlcTV'wws'*. 

*l'hc st'cond para ol the 
box item stales that uneor 
the dokndants m the W tvk- 
ty's Ksone crore libel sun is 
“S.S, Mxiupatra. a former 
MP who had >9ven an inter¬ 
view to the mafpizire 
gesliiiKthatJ.B. I’aUiaikwas 
a sexual pervert". t>n the 
contrary. Malupatrahad 
dearly staled on tape: "He 
(]*atnaikt is not «ily a sex 
maniac but a pervert, ‘' 
SuNhAY has stated: “llte 
Weekly filed a number of 
other petitions including une 
requesting the quashing of 
the case in KourKela. but all 
of them were disallowed by 
the Supreme Court. ” The 
report’s last para demolishes 
this contention when it sayi: 
"Most of the Weekly 's pen* 
tioni have been rejected by 
the Supreme Court." 


WNCMV i<—O n<W> I'M 


J.B.eMnaA une«r«elov0 

Tht*re IS surely a JiffrrttH v 
between ad* and “most. 

IVLisl parn^liHi’sifui 
the W<‘fAiA''> ’'LiwyiH''.ifv 
Vvt to draw up 1 Ih* ksl i ri 

witiK*S<es li>h*'|W«xlUi‘r(r 
Whir wv do haw a bst uf 
wHni'sx(*H. wvhavepi’lh 
iKnietf ilk' cvwrt lhal il wv 
rekase the b»t. thi> l*;«1riMk 
govemnKmt vvould xian 
harassing nnd mimwiiiuig 

ih<m 'I'hisiS'HK' hdss-«*i lo 
tk' Si’ll led cutkiusiVi’lv bv 
the High Court. 

AML speeSsfwree- 
asMeiH. WeeUv 9t 

India. CtfrvfS# fWwt Mnraf' 


A great scholar 

cokimuisl no doubt 
I ;»prirfifk' writer and a 
lowering personaMy. Inri his 
K'l *mnkmis < <kwksp s hyh*! 
uiKisStw. 18- 24 Septem¬ 
ber > did seem to lx* talhef 
queer. Whai Khushwant 
Smjdt seems l(» htTgci on 


numv ixrasaxix IX itui Ur 
Kjigukn->hivin wmn .i luim.iii 
Ixirig.Nid iwM s/xrk’ xorl a 
ik’iiii UimI Mm kxiiwi IVm 
ik’iit <H i u|M• > .1 la Hk ol (il'H'r 

in hidki's lH^to^l 'IIm* u4 

uiiiMisi h.is^.M M^rNius 

aSAisHaistaiiho inu-i;iiii of 

tile great k’.Hk-i .yix( mIm4.ii 

li ts our dut > l< • .11 i\AmmS 1 Ih- 

kilr k ;Kk*r l<a his good i|ii il 

ilH's. not fRHl fault wr.h lain. 

AartMiaa var Wetma. kamfhst 
iOftaaaJ 

■ MKijJiwantSuidrsng 
uinn iiud(*in 1 «>niu- 
live rcadmg, VVlkii sirw k na* 
tlk* iiaist wxb tiM* f»*l ifuit 
tin* writer ha> uvil Mk- ixt- 
MHial piiaMxu) “I" iliut V 
tiRK’s! I am mrt analvMiigtlH' 
rlMdork and ilk* htutai v 
a^^vU of (heart H’k, Wlul 1 
am trvmglosayis th.i( ii is 
only huirunihat wIkmi h |h’i 
S ion rrnsses a tiilaai age and 
cnalunty. hcoievilaHv be- 
ciNik’s cgrk HHni. which ih 
M ('nrmk’ncUbte m rert.nn 


[ sipheres like puhlii kle, lih-ra 
I lure and so <ih. 

t JUe* Beetle/ OPa. 

i 

9 After a long link* I eniused 
rejkiing Kluisitwjiii's Singh's 
column. K.tdliaknsjirunrc* 
nuiins fur me*the greatest 
interpreter of Mmdiiisni. 
Aityofti- who goes ihrough 
Ur Kadhakntdman's I h Niks on 

I (irKhnsm will be greatly inv 
Itresscd by its wkIu scope, 
exieUeol mlerpreUitsmol 

II indii I enet s and t he entire 
humaiiitv engulUsJ in it. 
fta p na Mf^. Karaola. Mar* 


AvtiliM By Pott (tfHaod} 

As 262 for e vmt (S2 iteuao); Ra S04 for 2 yova 
(iCMissuea) 

An innuAl Wvmg offts SO on th* nowMiand pncB 
Roauigafrot 

AiiJi aaa^ou* ordar to; 

TbaOMlUilliMilllWl 

AHidilWMtoUl, 

uummm 

riMM dr*« your damM dnfttMquo et iBvour of: 
Awda fiaur PMo L«.. CMMta 


Not Rajiv’s 
cousin 

I woukI likelofXNnioul 
• n iaindisi r«’|kincies in 
ilu' fViYvm ULirntem (Ha- 
H* '-hv/e/hw'c'iiisin', 11- 
ITSpiemlnTi. first, lam 
I Mil ociHiMii of the I Time 
MiriiHin as (he r(*fiort 
slnii'X. In my iTvearsof 
INibiK lile sLich;i lallaiious 
sialenieiil liiis never been 
tnnU\ Set!aid. the ilem 
slab s ihal I did not iitlend 
tU* sweai iiig-in cetemonyiil 
Slunad I'a war's govemriKml, 
Itiinlv your reporter had 
I ros^H hecked, he woukl 
havt' kn ^wo Ihal t was away 
m l>eiht arguing a case in 
court. l*urtlK*r, it has hivn 
wrilientliat I was absent on 
tiH* opening rlty ol the 
M;dinr.islitra AssemMy oi>;iU 
June, 1988, siiK'e I had graie 
to the airixirt to see off the 
Prune Minister, Ktir the re¬ 
el jrd, the Prime Minister was 
not even m Bumbay nn tliai 
day. Huskies, the As.sembly 
retfxter w^iuld show that I 
was m the House on '{() June. 
Lastly, I am suppr^sed to 
have been abro^ on the day 
elections lo the Legislative 
Council were hekl. My pass- 
purl would bear nut that i 
was very much in the coun¬ 
try on the day of voting, 

MarMMn mMtfer 

*r •tof* tor MA*r«r 





LHITKKS 



I A combative 
syndrome 

K ikIiiv IoM I AMm: l<*r 

Ills luluhm was 

wnticMi 111 Aim: SImmmu 's 
>iy\virhiin^'in:s' 
miS! Kiiulumit '. ) I IT 

V'|ll« diIm'H SlHMMIr •< W’lll 
iilUs ;iM' alwa^^ |HriiHlK('<^. 
jLii (H’lu.il and |>r Uit. A* 

(ho o| ,t Kiririiul Jaih, 

ht' aIiimiM Ih< iiriii tai in 
lU'Ws ALImi Is ri>^il m 

s.ivmuiM.ii SIhhhK sIkiuIcI 
iiDi ML'ikr hi< p.iM<'r into a 
hnlloliii Ml tlM> Ofipiisition 
St Ml K'lh Kiv IkmI rtciiUv s:ikI 
lJutI o|trnj«HiriMlists; 4 iKt 
sMinr ii«'Ws[>a|K'l < Ndi.ivo 
likv |)j «Mtliitos of al 
liirltM s' 

M 9 M MuAitMr 

(Andhn Fn d ^attf 

9 Mats off loAkbar for his 
Muls|xikrii and unlAas^^d iirU* 
(k . Arvtuhat H Ink laft 
AriMiSlxium! Ki'adtTsarc 
iiiilnnKot can rd away hyhi> 
liiJiit'pauc iHit pouting m liv 
k'x/»*'sS«, lU’ tnav )wvt' Ixvn 
tlH' cciinsuTcol hidutnjnur' 
iii.hsin Ml <MH* tiiiH'. hut todav 

li.MsilS' hull nfjnkosfoi his 
t M (iiiiihhulion niHl luiriis^n 
<laii<i. Ik' Is iiKirr ;i CliaiMlr.i 
Shokhar liaiicr Ilian 0 Kdjiv 
l};t)iMr. Sttaiiktdy. l]M*hi»i 
Janaia |>rrSMk*nt has alwais 
tvori Ihc larii<‘i o! Slvnifiv’s 
vilriol. II Shcnirio laiK 
Uu V ntniK <>ii tih’ w alk he 
will Ih- rfj*'>iatet| lo iho r'lui* 
11.1I1SIK’ clusthih in 'Ik’ v«’rv 
IHMI lullin'. 

One IS jirnurl wf Ak I sir’s 
uiKunjnirmiMiik' stand on tlx* 
' pinposiKi MctaiiiatK>n hill 
whii li I VIS toritiailelv Uon 
dn'ijp''d. 

G.M. mtgai*. Y0lbvrg» 


HJ. Ahbtf. 
peurlnfl vilrtef 


Arun e«4wn* unOm McK 

■ ()i«i* I'tHildn’i nxire 
w’ilh 1 1 H‘ nb^erval kins rrutk* 
im StH>um'’!( bnHKfu^inunvil* 
isni Wiih him at (hr Ix'lni. 
hixK^M. haliivi'd and rwuira} 
rrprravnlAimn iM facta 94*1111 
(n have lakrn 9 bacharat at 
thi‘ fndun Px|irraa. Spe- 
I'vjusnras. vitnulK'wrHiAft 
aiKl iMTsnnal vrndelia 
tn have iKHiimr ilk* nrtbmil 
IN- Afv ai Express wkt 
Sh<Mirir’» rdili»rxfiip. Iiid 
dtniKK racy new spaprrit have 
to play tlk nilr nf a w atchdoK 
ndhrr than breomr a naiulh* 
piece of any pariv. Hut 
sivnmr ha& nii ormnnus 
tn^nd. If hi* ih»di» hr is a 
’serious thinkerk he muai 
iiimK'fleilcIv 0 ve up his luur- 
iMlistk pcolensMins. 

6.C. $tlm. ■■■spar 

9 hnen In Akixir (<m having! 
calkil a spade a spado, albeit 
;ih(lk*blr. Me eixjUn’t have 
exposed Shnurie in belter 
ra&hKHi. ft is M pity lhai 
Sh< Hjrii* ihmks that be is 
enkinE the vwwsofthc enm- 
?rx/n rrian: on the contrary, 
he f« motivated by a desire to 
Et*t nominaled for a par* 
Uamentary seat. He is mure 


h ust nit e<l afu r ihi' i<iriat:i 
i*arty refuser! Inni i* lu'lud 
front Monihay. 

T\h‘ hkes of Shrwifie curt do 
nutiensw* Ittfin in tltecredi* 
bdiiv <4 (ndkin ioumuhsiii. 
Akfvtr has chuv* a ipiMl m*! * 
viLt* hv pn'kihE <nH Otc Iwd 
e^ Irruii 1 h(* hiiskel Mmv 
(Ik* tnbi* of yellow tounialists 
liheShoum dtvieasi* 
■Mdhar VVm. Senfaiorr 
(Hrnimsksi 

9 1*110 rului»i»t has 0 »iie 
out uf the way to prove (Mi 
iho Expnss editor is ihe 
devil incamaie. It is diffkuli 
to hebeve that a persiNt who 
was <Hico a slronjt cmic of 
the lalo Indira (iandhi and 
her ■ovenmH'nl now has nn 
qualms about smipnp praises 
uf the isovenunrni at the 
Centre. What u AkbarirymK 
to achieve by mahEitinp 
Shourir? Time alone can tell 
the story behind Akbar’s nut* 
burst. 

fo—wffru fMiatfar. XineM 

9 M.j. Akbar’a credentials 
as a sycophantic, nfteii com* 
nwnaL and at times ndKu* 
kusty la-mfonned cohimnisi 
IS now well estabbshod. Ihe 
cokinm has exposed another 
facet of his character—a 
di'rp sense of infersonty 
curnpleK. Akbar may label 
Shouhe MS a pamphleierr, 
but the truth is that the 
Express editor has won rec* 
ogretion across the length 
and breadth i4 the country as 
une of the most upnjdtl and 
conscientious tnumalists in 


IrwJia. It must he difllculi for 
Akbar lo accept tite fail that 
Shourie is itvardud m the 
tjuf chaniixoti of human 
rights and civil liberties. It is 
linw he stopped nmli^iinx 
IcJlow pit4i*ssioiwls bv iMWir- 
ing out viinolin an undi^ii* 
fled manner 

§vpt9sy. CMkuttMfWetl 

9mt§rt> 

9 Ironically -wrhelher Akbar 
roafisi's i( or not--his viiup* 
entive aitJek shows him to 
Iw just whal lie Ms HI cusvd 
Siiouricol destnictive. 
s<mriU)usaudhy*irrKat. li 
only exposes his pi ofessicmal 
tcaiousy. It IS also shucking 
that Akbar Uxt has joined 
the handof K.K. Karaniia 
and others uf his ilkinniam* 
uig Shoune uf being re* 
spoimble for the inlrodw tinn 

of the Defamation Hill. 

If the Express has gone 
berserk. asAkbarhiis 
Alleged, (he l^ame squarely 
lies with the government 
whKh has for k^ng tned to 
use administrative muscle 
power (u muzzle the news* 
paper. If Uiere was a raging 
debate on (he Hofors scan* 
dal. if Antulay had tu resign, 
if the people are aware that 
Ajitabh Hachchan has ac* 
quired a flat in Swilzerlarxl by 
violaiing KKKA laws, the 
(Tedit—or lo use Ak bar's 
word. ’Wame’—goes tri the 
txpcvss. It IS time that dogs 
stopped biting dogs. 

JVdWr MW 

■ It IS petulant onihe pari of 
Akbar to launch such a atn 
dent attack on Shourle simp* 
ly because the Express edi¬ 
tor happens (0 think dif¬ 
ferently, If anything, Shourie 
ts doing a great service by 
using his powerful pen in 
goading the sta I warts of the 
Opposition in their efforts to 
form a credit and strong 
national ahemative to (he 
Congress. Express ts 
pei^ps the «ily newspaper 
in I ndia which t(ick» (he 
ruling party without any fear. 

(1 is not in keeping with 
the stature of s journalist of 
Akbar's calibre to indulge in 
such mud*slinging to settle 
personal score 
MttuJeeeptt, yagka m aw 
fHtnisi 


SgeMv uonttm'rn 






SIGHT AND SOUND 



'•K U*■w^ 


It ii Pepsi eociilism he (Rejiv Gandhi) is 
taflUm sh out end Pepii setf-retance. 

V. P. SinuK Jvf MorcAe iesder 

Vobwenach Pntep Singh is not a 
NettonsI Prone men. He is a CongrsM- 
uam, peM. 

Jay DuttASHr in Orgeniaer 

If easing happened to Gandhi. 

KhtfttsiM and Musfima are going to 
lUsdtusfHinduaK 

Bal Thacksray. 5/dv Sena chief 

Theie days we see a ioi of tnuwers 
whose Itfestyle changes after assuming 
office. 

/atyh Chakhamowt*,PWV mifikt^. 
WetBeng9i 

Wo (the CPI M and the GNLPJ Ittve 
CBpig to gu wosch other immeittely. 

Ra). Cyi4iMUifomKnt$eohg 


I am a feur-dsy'Old beby now v the 
pvty ((^ongresa*!) after my readnu- 
skifw 

PRA>4Ah MtwMUKir.K. fomer fi na nce 
mtrksier 

I have more tifth in Mr GvdM than his 
own party men. 

Lalicnoa. /brmercMe^fflnsferc/ 
Mitenm 

Last year, when I made my television 
fibn on India, they eded me an Islarrec 
fundamentaliK. And now suddenly 1 am 
akafr. Svely Icen’tfaeb^atthesaRie 
time. 

S ALM AH RvwOME on ttm bmmg ofhh 
novel His SatSK Verses 

There are 00 plesMes mived 01 
polbcs; h is aic^ aduty lobe 
performed. 

jAVAUOiTftAjAYAIIAMAM. AIADMK 

JOiddr 


It was wrong on the pan of the central 
leaden judge the loyahy of Sikhs to the 
nation on tlw biaia of tl^ loyahy to the 
CongresiOj. 

Dakshan Sini;>i Raui. >tihedarof the 
AkitTikM 

I may be a politician and a minister, bui I 
have rijdit to sleep like other people 
after lUa t night. 

J A1*(N CmAKH AH< WH. i*WO nwistef. 

Wesr Bengal, on reporten cafUnghim 8i 
night 

I think I have stopped fatting in love. I 
met Jennifer in and that was my 

Waterloo. I am stdl in love with her. 

SMA.SH] KAHMm. fiknsier 

EgtrO'roantal aftaira are more com¬ 
mon outside the (film) industry. Amrmg 
my friends the husbands of at lesat ten 
are having affairs and they are not in the 
iaduatry. 

haw AM Dhilvin, ilnatar 
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Your day g()c^ s<imcihing like* tliiv Rush in i[k' 
morning. fX'adlIncs to kwp. Mirrin^ts lo jiifnd. 
Tarytis loachitnv Sruudic*d nH'als (iup.s<)f 
u)ffeu. After a hard iLiy'.s work wni home. 
And al! you want lo do is sink into sleep. Hut yxHi 
prijniisc'd vour wife an out inf'. S<j wiu keep 
pusiiinft vourself /Viul llie i^ix^surc builds u]). 
l)a\ after daN'. 

4 4 

Ixradinfj to ftitifjue* menial and |)liysirjl. 
Tervsion. Di^esiuMi prcrfilems U>w a^Ls^lncr 
to cxauinun ailmaitv 
To coin* with all this, you nmt nauux's 
own Idrimila, crealcxl wiili mvr h 6 pwious 
heriivChyawan Sliiikti • the strrel elixir 
of life rtvipe handed dowti K iIk* 
rishis of ancient rink's Broufthi 
to vx>n hv iKihui 


Prevents addlty and digestion problems 

No nxve :incadds and antiflatulence pilLs. A 
fudickHis blend of herbs like Akarkara. 
bvanga, Nladhu. and Mukia Shukti IHshii 
inhibits the fonrnikxi of cxa*ssive acids, 
aaually helps cligesikMi, stimulates appetite 
and a'liev’cs gastric and intestinal 
paias, Cliy;twan Sbaktr also works 
to dispel flaiulena* c-aused by 
tension and acts a.s a mild 
luxativv to encourage rc-gular 
bowel mownieni. 






'■^ 4-5 
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SPECIALLY CREATED FOR 


Chyawan Shakti - combats stress, 
revitalises mind and body 

To lielp I’omixii the efiwis of sirv» on 
\onr nervv.v (bvawan Siwkii lus 

4 

ingredients like Drakshx Ashwag^iiullu. 
Akarkani ami Cloksluii which ;ki as 
demulcents and ionk\ h is rich in KiNir. 
die legeoklarv nn*!! stimulant' forpbysioil 
Mutiny. Together wiilwMihrak Hhasmaand 
.W'nil 01 her herbs. (lh\;m‘:iii Shakti loix*s 
up (lie iiieiaKjlism, lielj^sorntracioipnic 
tissues, aids bkKni circular ion and feeds 
lx)ih Ixklv and miiul uiih retidily 
;L\simliable forms of enci^a. flKTeln' 
Iniilding up .'.tamina and Invigoraiing the 
mind. 



Rich In Vitamin C to illness 

■||l^ Who needs orange juice! 

Ch^'a^’an Shakti is full of the goodness oi 
W~-^ Am la “ the riches? Icn( rtv-n source of Vium in C 

and nature's best defence agaiast illness. 

In faa Dr. Unus Pauling, Nobel Prize winner, 
proved that Vitamin C aaually revitalLscs bodv' 
tissues, slows down the ageing process and 
builds up fesLsianc'e to comnwn ailments. 

Ali)ng with other herbs, 

Chrawun Shokll aas as a . 
pcmi'rful imn^uno-.stimulani enabling ' 
nun krai pixKcaive mec'hanlsms in the body' 
to {)|x*nite more efft^is'ely 


t 

Fountain of Youth 

Besides Vitamin C, Chyawan Sliakti supplies you 
witli Iron, Calcium. Minerals, Magnesium, 
Phosphorus and acts is an all-round health tonic. 
Keeping )XM feeling young and raring to go. Ai^d 
since it is wlxillv natural vou can Iw sure there 

4 4 

will he no harmful side elTecis. So go 
L ahead and give it a m*. 

You luvv nothing to lose, cxc'epi 
^) iIk‘ adverse* effecis of stress 
t7 and strain' 




OPLE WHO WORK HARDER 



AYURVEDIC TONIC 
TO KEEP YOU GOING STRONG 

tklbu\ INDIA LTD. 

HjriKi BItfvan, Bkuli B, CofmMght PtM. Nnr UrIhiOlO COI 









Fire in the camp 


C u<hiMin {liJitKs ^ Ok* iiri <•( kiHmuu; ja<i 

ytmiHtt 4/1 (n p)Wi(hy 4 )ur 

no}>!hfitMr C(>h;ih;taticHi (s <fil|K ult <*mAiKli when 
yim ;iro ymiii^ and Ou* Kiirkl full <rf promises; 
wfu n aisf* has H<ilU*m*il tiw hxK**' and inurhrd 
tiH niind wiih lyiiio'^m. «illbiiHt*h arc a k'su 
rmnaiUk rt aliiv. Vmu niHN iuvo ik* i»ptKn but in 
Ink'iau* ih«*ni, btt* lM|>pim*^s is •uujclier nuUer. 
AfU'i iiinri* Oun lwc> dt'i adi's *A * rt*UlH)nship 
whk't) has HiHii ils (k'prfssiiip kiws aiuJ drairuU' 
hi^lis, ilw )nv )ms k<iih‘ «hiI nf 'Oit* alurkt* 
Om' varunis kiiKis i>l Mlrsis wr>rfciii|{ 
uiiJri a rnfmimii »itnhit*ll.i di VVcsl Ik^riKiil Itie 
p(iv(*nniU’Ti1 {il i< Hirue will survivi*, but Iht* pDUy 
isi, as 11 wert'. uver. 

11 h* uu xh'iil whicli iKKaim* iIk* list straw lai 
an HKi'aiK iviim'rs lank was a st<iry ni thcf 
iniiKH-i iri'iilaUfl ia>WM|upt'r (and the* 

(laushii) nf uiir ^rnii|i). Oh* Arurai) IWnta. 
wliiib ssiid tivit lU' <*nlnurtul miniKtor fnr puIdH 
wnrks Ml tIh* picM'ni Kiivi*mim*nt. Jatm Chiikra- 
bnrty. had lavouriKl a talk'd KvnKiil 

Unnps. aftVI a nudk^* frtaii cfiK*l mtnslvr J>( 4 i 
Ohsu. Thv catch: Jyoii Ifasu s snn k lianrian Kasu 
was in IIh* iviy nf IWnual Lamps at llul dim*. Ilk* 
nvws|ia|K*i puhlisiR'd Miers to |nt»vv its piant. 
'I il! <iaU'. iVMMte ha« actually (k*nivd thv stnr)*. 
thi^u^di iIh' Aiiamii R12.V1 f'.vntui has bvcii 


TiNjeylMiMly 

fOmSHloltlH 


IMiUfeillM 

BmpLDn 

nCBOTIWilCn 

beeamllwlMt 

WwenHw 

^•in|c«Mri 

MwMittory 

inth* 

A/mdiBiar 

AMfuMchuM 

MPWDRMMr 
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i_-^ 

mQWfOmWQ 
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«tarinrip 

flWjjfOtlBlM 

DttcftehBciii'i 

tonCtandtnwti 

nthtpiyol 

BwpILMpiat 

MUm 
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branded by the chivf nunj&lvr as a pijl>tic envinc 
fur Its (ementy in daring lr> tHibhsh such stnhvs. 
Thtt first vxplanatinn offered was (hat there was 
nnthfflK undue aliout Ihv use nf such influence, 
fur helical Lamps was an ailints cmiipany and it 
was peKectly legitimatv fnr the »tai(* snvvm* 
meni lu buy lamps tnxn this Ick mI Jiianufaciurer 
(actually, n 1 $ not intally knal, as it lias a unit in 
Kan^olore. but it is a Kenu:il*based c<»nipanyL 
flowever, this and the many niher expL>nations 
would have sounded far belter if Cliandm: Hanu’s 
reputation aaa busineksnun was a trifk* better. 
Instead, it is a reputation whvh should kizith 
malely embarrass a tfentlvman of intvKhty like 
Jy<ili hasu. From Uie 0 ft of an extremely 
expensive flat by a InraJ business house, to the 
mismanaKemenl of a string of small and medium* 
scale enterprises, Chandan lUsu has bi*en the 
subject oi one misdemeancxir after another, (n a 
fonit and noble pnlitkai career, thisi has been the 
one Achilhr^ hovl ( 4 Jyo 1 i Basu, to the ex lent that 
he has been forced to see his own Cl’KM) unions 
protest puNH'fy asainsi Chandnn Kasu for not 
properly accounimjt for provident fund pay¬ 
ments. Larjte and respectable entevrises have 
tnlervened periodically Ui bale out a mess toll 
behind by Chandan Hasu>-and surely they would 
nut have been so itenprous to the failpd son of 
anuther man. Still, everyone has preferred to 
0 ve this whole—and cuntmumg—story a NpI* 
sun's eye. and for on excellent reason.Jyoti Kasu 
was ctmsidered too valuable to West Kendal. 
And if the }tfice was the inefficiency of a son's 
uKvmpts at private enterprise, it was a perfectly 
acceptable pnee. Everyone m the media, fur 
instance, knew of Chandan Uasu's record, and 
everyone kept generally qmel. IVrhaps rightly 
scs—fur who can deny that Bengal needs the 
stabilily and wisdom of Jyoti Rasu? 

And thus it might have amtinued il a senior 
member d the left Front govemincnl had not 
decided to begm wielding a spanner bi the 
works. He stood by the expose, and insisted that 
he had done noU^g wrong since he had only 
acted the advxe trf the chief mimsler (the 
advice iocidentafiy was given in 1978). but then 
certain overseakius CHUM) defenders dcoded 
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squdbUou IT) publh »tli'in|>Ti*rl lo |hiss>i»i)v 

Hut Jy<Ki Kasu IukJ oln'iimvly lakcn tin* tthiiu i 
too pt*rsuna])y io tx iii any incwKl in IK' 

c»led Jatm Ciakr^biirly ^ liar and \n> 

head M the niinHituin ihuc foi tIh* siirv ivril ot 

ChakraboflvS parly. On* KSI’. m I hr Kmikl. )i is 
(itivMius ihai ith' KSI' Ill'll WAS 111 iwi nuHid {t>i .1 
LtiA^rYKiiaiiuii mih tlw CI 1 (Mi. h is iktU i iIv 
true thxl (hr iwc' nuddliitK hn>thrts in (hr I.rlt 
FnHU. ihi» KSP and ibi’ I* or ward WUk ((Ih* 
Marxists an* Hiij Hroiliei. the rest of thr parlies 
Snu 9 ), had been on a rimfi'oniatHai aiirrsc for a 
wIhIc aKdinsi I Ik* LJ'liM). In Ihr last tMixhtiyitl 
elecixms, they ucUially cx ail e sit'd acainsl t'ach 
ocher, aixl iIk* chariK's iliey IradiHl wore reavui* 
ably piilureitque. Karob’ a kirtniKlU U) 2 o. the 
Koovard Kkx* at tually denamatralrd a>rdinsi its 
own K<»veninn*nl and iCw CFhM) culled a 
>epara(e parly b»Klh in pigur. Kui despite nil 
Ihik. tlivre w<cs bilk* gut'slHin ol any hront 
partixT iHlually designing ilw governiiiriit. 'ITie 
Miialk'r pai 1 iM*rs knew (Nir thing; liMt they had 
nuaiNblv In swim aluw. On t lie iillk*i liaiKi. I he 
CHUM I has a hihby whiiM> size lias bt*eii 
HKtrasinR wtmh Ix'lwces tliai I hi* (irm* lias ciane 
tneiinverl thi‘ I.efi Kiniil mio.i iiuivly cnntniun- 
isi trnnl S>Jyoii HHsir» msiiniiivrdt'sirelo take 
a hard line aieaiiisl I hi' K.SI' tnund ready suppnri 
m the benical party wIih’Ii. in any raitc. is iini in 
any ponhatn lu chalk'iige Jynh Havu i| Ik* is 
( letcmiiiH'd in Itasv his way on any isstiv. 1 ’he 
Kerala party lias, hnwrvvr, giHid reaKixi lor 
appreheiiMon, because the i < mill inn is far nu^rr 
(raffle, arxl any shiH in Ih** balanre rnuW Havt' 
aerxHJs reperrusMunK. liul such iti Jyoti Hasu's 
aunding that Iw earned thr central cniTinutlee 
with hiRi and gni the peniiiftsain Ku take actk»n 
a^nat Jatin Chakrahoriy. ni» matter whnt the 
cost. The KSJ'. tong geared lo subniis^KMi. was 
virtually (nreed mU> a hnUnw tough respnnse: 
even ihe meek have some scH-rt'specI al ihe 
end of Uie day. (>n hi;^ |wn, Min CliykrnUirly 
showed no signs of anv meekness. He lias a 
most nderestmg background: he has I wen in Ins 
tune an athlete, a boxer, a (irsi-class law 
graduate and a irwmeber of the Anusilan Saniity. 
a terrunsi urKamsaimn whs li foushl the bniish. 
He has seen jail often cixnigh. He R<d to know 
Jyoii Basu years before Imlrpendence, and 
popular mnvcnwms m lySK at^ IVhb brtiughi 
Ih^ dose lo each othiT. When they finally 
entered power, thev soon became known as 
both personal and pohiH al friends. In fact, sihik* 
senior ministers of the Cl’JlM) have in the last 
two decades taken umbrage against their oivn 
leader for what they believe to be favouriiisin 
shown towards Chakrabnrty. But all (lie person¬ 
al bonhomie is now a matter of history. WImi 
exists is bitterness, and of a kind which could 
deal the severet^t blow the Lefi Front hns 
suffered m terms of image: sirne u came in 
power in 1977 , The Front is only a coaliiwm in 
name now. 

One newspaper story—and >me son—have 
done the damage. 

But. presumably, only one of the two c:tn he 
died a rtaas enemv 9 


Jilin Chahrapofty; (aiNfig ou 1 

to do Basu a favour and - predrlably-'^nded up 
by doing hni a terrible iii|UstH*e, W^vle Chakra* 
borty was talking on the lelepliune lo the 
friwcnior 0 / the state. Nurtil Hasan, some 
ufficKius tek'phone operaiur. iicting on the 
inslrurtions uf the powerhd trade timnn Irunt. 
known as the CiKirdnMUonC^anmittev. kslened 
in. obviously to Kl the party know what had 
transpired 111 the conversatioii between thr 
minister and the Governor. Worse, the tapper 
got caught: it was all too amateurish. An angry 
Jatin Chakraborty ordered the secretary m bs 
department, a veiy* senior civil servant. S.M. 
Murshed, to enquire mlu the incident. When he 
went to do wlai he had been ordered to do. 
Murshed was physically stt^ped. No one 
answea’d his questions, ft was the kind of 
behaviour whkh nught make even an innucent 
seem guilty. Kather than swallow the insult. 
Murshed took early reUremeni frxxn the servKe. 
A ovil servant whose raift was on a par with the 
chief secretary. Murshed was also the president 
of the state 1 A 5 Officers' Associatun. His 
decision created a predictable storm: nothing of 
the sort had happened before. 

The war between Jyoti Basu and Chaknbony. 
m tile meantime, gathered steam, even as those 
unhappy at the sight of two KriHU partners 

aOtUM tut 
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The first encounter with photography, 
a hundred years ago. 




77)umt> throogh yovr hmtty photo album. 
Thtrre are those glorioiis old phoKignphs 
that bring ^jod memories. 

In black and vdiite. Sharp and dear even 
alter sUayf seventy or hundred years. 

The choice is quite dear. 

\^hen you shoix pictures for keeps, 
shoot (hem on Black and White him. 

You V be glad you did. 


Memories may fade with time. 
Not Black & White pictures. 



INDU B & W Roll Film 
and Bromide Papers 





GOSSI^WEETANDSOim 

IO«jSKWA«rT SlMaH 


Fizzy debate 


—I \ - 1 iVp^M-Cula de« 

J « V bile has Wt nK' 
/ utlrrly‘«>T»lg8«l. I 

1 darifiration 
I I 8 few ptiints 

thuse 

^ who arc for arKi 
those against ii. In 

- 1 ki tir isn't rt true 

thal li%zy drinks were given the kmcsi 
prHjrily in our pbnsi' If so, whv hiis ih<* 
iCr»vemiiK*ni suddenly decided lu give ii 
so much irtiportance and enier into u 
c<illii1xiration with u mulimutumal con* 
cem whs'll llx' s''>iJiifrx lias (ilenty 
excellent fi 2 a avaikible: I'aric. Campa- 
Cola, kogers—<ir whmeviTj' 

Why IS 1 1 lhal if C<x’a*C'iU was thrwti 
out of the crninti'v icn years .igo. 
I’epsi'Cola Ivis lH>en mvtied hack to lake 
its placed Anyone who has iK'en ahtikitd. 
partKularly th<* United States, will tdl 
you that Ctsa Colo r^itcs far aliead of 
I’epsi III the world market. Let Ixgh the 
ruling party niid the OpiKisitkni answer 
thi% questHin. When fieorge l^eniandes 
Oanaiul threw out Cis a-Cola. hi' Iwd the 
approval of the then minister of agrHul- 
(ur\. Sur]M Singh Kamaki. Now the 
same llarnab enthusiastK'ally supports 
bringing m rep.si*Cob. And the Con* 
gress governinent npy please also tel 
us xomeihing almul its Jicw-Uim eitihu* 
siasm (r>r firrcign fiiez. I have with iih* the 
copy of a kqtcr chitcd 12 july. 1979. 
which Mrs f iaiidhi addressed to (he laie 
Jatheciir Santokh Sinidi wImi liad set up a 
L'aiiipie'ColA plant in I'uniab. Ii ri^ads; 
“The owners of Cainpa*Cola (Messrs 
l^l^e Drinks of CIviranjit Singli) havx’ 
been iiviile to suffer ftir no fault of their 
<iwn by the Janata I’arly government and 
for purely pohlical reasons. It is good to 
learn ihal vtiu have installed 0 Campa* 
Coin plant. I hope this will go some way 
towards helping the company to stand un 
Its feel and pruvkie nxire people with 
w'hat I am told is Ihe best drink of its 
kind now in tlie market. 1 wish you all 
success in your venture." 

W'hat was gcxid enough for Mrs («i* 
dhi is obviously not g^gid enough for her 
son Kajtv and his bright, young miiuster. 
Jjgdish Tyiler. 'I>icy are alsu ignnreig 
the fact that an enoniwius amount uf 
research and deveVipniem has gtinc miu 
the fiaz business since Coci'Cnla was 
given nurching orders and our leading 


producers. Komesh Chauhan (I'arfe) aud 
Charanjrt Singh <C'antpa*C(4al have 
established hjcrative eiqxjri markets gi 
Africa, ihe Middle* (^sl and oven 
Kuropc. Ncdher oci the scare of NdkD 
nor on rosy pictures of foreign markets 
do arguments in fscxMir M I’ep^i hotd 
mwh water The I'epsi deal givei* our 
own K&D a bad chit and a setbai k to 
indigenous pruductHm 

We are told that IVpsi will jpve us the 
bitesi knowhow of nukaigiams and fruit 
pWYs. iVrsonally 1 luve Keen eaimg 
good jams and drinking giKid fruil Junes 
made kicaly lor over kdf a lentury. 
They come from Kaslaiar. thmachal 
l*radcsh and As&aiii, On inv last visit lo 
Bhutan. I saw their Dmk plant with the 
laicsi machmer)*. Its protJuiis wer<* 
fresher and tastier than any j had lasted 
ahriaid. Come to think of A. jams and 
juges made at brnne are often lavtier 
and more whole some than anv availabk* 
in the market. 

'Vbv strongest argument put forward 
m favour of the new s’cnture is that it will 
0 vr employment to a larjcc numUT of 
vouiiB men and wome n, Whal I wnukl 


WliyBitlMi(Cge»Coliwn 
thrown «ul oOhe cowrtry ten 
jfoin 1(0, PipMoli hH bom 
invIM bock to tato iti gMO? 

AflyOnv wRO n0 w99m 

(wSaMyllwUniMSWH. 
wl tdl yon tbit CeesCeli ntts 
f» diiW o( Popd in tbo wortd 
ntilwt 


PEPSI 


like 10 know i$ that if the same invest* 
ment was made from indigenous 
sources, wuxld it rk>t give empkiymenl 
to the same number uf pcqiie? 

Do we march into the 21 at century 
asking foreigners to tell us how to make 
jams and paces and junk food? 


TIT FOR TAT 

A ngry repartee between quarelling 
husbands and their wives hss exm* 
tnbuled richly to our corpus uf humour. 
The foOowing exchange is reported to 
have taken pl^ between a cxiuple. An 
irate wife yelled at her husband: “You 
are a very stupid man Your brain is just 
fun of b^xiAa." 

1V husband shot back. “Now I know 
you keep eating my brain (dinrurgh 
khafee An). Thai is because you are a 
gadhee—a she donkey." 

DYING WISH FULFILLED 

S K BhalD. an adwKate uf I lelhi. has 
sL'hi an anecdote illuHiratiiig the 
ingenuity hn fraternity. Hicre was a 
man with kus of money in his bank. He 
was sfnt keii with canciT and the doi tors 
gAve turn juitt six rnunthn on earth. 
He lud no relation^ and whs eager to 
lake his life's savings with him to enable 
him lo hve well in the next worki. He 
consulted his friends and asked tliem 
how he couki fulfil bs wish. 'lYiey u»\6 
him II could iv)l be done But a lawjxr 
<pr(>(>ably Mr KhalU) said it was ver>* 
simple, if the dying man transferred all 
his assets to the lawyer, he fthc lawyer) 
would make out <i cheque for the lull 
anaiunt and send it to him as »oon as he 
died 'Ibis IK exacifv what he did. As 
siNUi as the man dic'd, the lawyer made 
out a cheque in the name of the de¬ 
ceased's payee account. It was cre¬ 
mated with the corpse. 

EARTHLY WISDOM 

T eacher of a senior dass uf a (ti^ed 
schoot 'Can anyme define what Ihe 
lemi cfa&srmte means? " 

Bright student; "Yes ar. students who 
mate with each other h class nxins are 
known as davunaies." 
ft'nnffibuferf by Neergr TaArar. iJehra 
iMmin 




Because men don’t get pregnant 
does it mean contraception 
is a womans problem alone? 


Remember the (int iimc a decision all by 

yi rse It and we k (tre pared in face il t consequcDCcv^ Thai 
wus the day b^ame a man. Being a man means 
shouldering VcsporvihilKy. Nlh only for yourself but aho 
foi your nc.ir und dear ones. That's why. in any 
re laiumvh ip. eve n if it is rhe woman who hears ihc 
lonscqiicoccs of carelevsness . it takes a man to lake are of 
Ikt. To tind the right conlracepiive method — one ihai 
Ml Its not only you. hui also your partner A method that 
docs not involve u nsk on her prt or reduce the pleasure of 
togcilicrncss for you. Is there such a method? 

Thu contraceptive confuskM 

There arc methods and methods. 

IHou do you firsd the one that is right 
h ir both of v<>u? Some met hods 
involve Ihe tension of counting days 
(one could go wrong so easily), while 
otlierNcarry the risk of side of after 
s'lfsH'is Or worse, ihe embarrassment 
(>| a cl imcal ex ami nation. Some 
depend upc>n the lemperature for 
clfcciivencss Surely there is a 
coRiruceptive method that’s absolutely 
sale without the mess, the 
.w com panyi ng side effects or one that 
involves a lot of preparation? What 
vou need is a safe, simple, sure 
inethivd that is right lor both of you. 


The safe, sure ceodom 

The condom is one of the safest, simplest and surest of 
contraceptives. It does not involve a visit io ihc doeior or a 
clinical examination. Nor does it mean surgery, pain or 
discomfort. Now thinner and finer than ever before, the 
condom protects without interfering with the pleasure, lis 
a man's contraceptive the only one so far. 

KoUnaor confldeAce 

Ask for Kohinoor by name at your nearest chemist One 
of India’s largest selling condoms, Kohinoor gives you the 

confidetKC of knowing that it is 
absolutely safe. It is lubricated and 
made from the finest latex to give you 
a near natural feeling' Each condom is 
elect ronially tested for total safely. 
That's the Kohinoor confiden«. Is it 
any wonder that millions of couples all 
over India are choosing Kohinoor as 
the safest, most practi^ method of 
contraception? 

Kohinoor is from the people who 
ut)der$iand your need for pnvacy, 
protection and pleasure, who 
understand what being a man is all 
about — the responsibility and the 

a man means 




Plan your family wiih Kohinoor confidence. 


AltPioauct 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


To be or not to be 


Questions rclatinf* to dual memhership pluffue the Jan Morcha 




v<*r simi- Hi tlx* 

Jati Mi»r(h> has Ihs’Ii iIk* 
I'vntir <ir iikHtiv 3 ion 
(rtivi'j ‘I. riiKimi.' il impovsibk* 
In ilx> ih(’ 

which hriii^ imo Oxiis a< rwrv 
mov«'. homo vniiirovt*jsics ih;i1 

ihri'iticlU'd In s|kla ihi" hi^h'i>r«irikMirj^i' 
iDsitlinii may lik\c Ixvn caiixnl. as 

Mori hii iiiciiilM7s bi’linc. hv a svstciiu* 
\W OisiiihjniuiUoh i,riii|Mik!h. Mui nnnv 
arc cmiivl\ oi (Is <*wn niakiot* A< ilr 
siorm which >hcaA tin* Morilia ihi Hs 

lii’Kt Hmmvrsan. osvi ilx* gucsiNHi o4 

rliKit ihcnifH’islu|i and luis still ikm 
(ibiirMl. 

iu>l wlirii It :i|i|u'ari><) smooth miIiiiu. 
V I*. Siii>!li roisoil ihc sciistiivc ismm* oI 
final nii't'ila rshi)) in an tnicnxw hi istvi' 

to a jahioid, Chuiitlu tkmivi. vyht»M‘ 
cfliior Is aiiKMiuHi Ims mtiTc prifUKticnt 

•idvisois. In iIh II Her view, he rlciinrvd 
thal dual numkishin would noi hr 
allowed. VviKi' who wanted thiil 1 hi Jan 
MoicIki retain it" ideiitity ntier tlx* 
formation ol tir new t>ppi;siiKMi parry 
(SJhj should lua oinw liKikiitK for Iwk* 
et s f re Ml 11 Is • fai I er 1 bis nssei t h mi upsel 
Moiclia lonveiioi Kaui Dhan. wlio was 
al the lorefronl of iIh* move lo keep the* 
Ian Mol el Ml alive as n si|i;inilc orK<''rus.v 
t ion h was. t • 1 t|iM >t I' Sal v a ikd Malik. ** an 
ilhliiiK'd. inuH'cessarv iem:i k " anJ one 
dial lurned the Moicha's cimim'iiImxi 
( called h*cek*hrale ris first aimnerstfryJ 
inn I (I virtual hatlJern^hk llliaii was ihM io 
I x' UKillilied and s|}oke (Ail loudly and 



IHiMhIv iu^nmsl Suijzli. He was U|>si't. 
%m6 iIhisi' close to hnn. ni Ux* umk* <il 
Sinter’s renwrks and Ml duty btiund 
nuke ck*3r that he was not hiiksni: lo 
hmi or (Ih' new' Opp^r^'^'n Kr<iuM hv 
eknlMI inkers 

’I’lw OKrfruviYsv. nMrst Mfifclu nxMii- 
hers affrerd. wiis retjreuabh*. AnI 
Moh.inK)i<Kl Khan iii;wi 1 difKsl. I hat nthv 
\h<- ix w |i3Mv came into existence, tlw 
Jim Morilu wfHjId cran* lo exist nv faj 

.IS eleiU 4 ’;il |)ohiH's 11*08 OKKcmed At 

I hi* nK'ctinip Aid N.Md he wrAild jomihi* 
iK'w* pariv and ask kain lihaii rhai hr he 
nlkmcd to k'aw iIh* Jan MfVcIu. Aruii 
Nehru eiiifiKiMtX'd iKal iht* Mor< h.i liad 
bi*eu tnniKsI lo prm irie .1 ercddik* tnini 
M«t iMM’e I hi* iK*u piirlv l«Nik ciHX'iele 
slupr. I hi* Morcha w<Aild cease loekisl, 
Nehru admitted that some W'aiited the 
Moridu lo coniinui* as a mivnnrni and 


The itomi whidi ihook th« Jin 
Monhi on Itihrtt wtfivefiary 
ever the quMtion of dual 
memberahip hM ftl net Med. 
V.P.Sin|hdectvedMdual 
menberihip would not be 
ilowed. Theie who vnnM that 
the Merdii retih its identity 
after the fonnition of the SID 
should net come lookmi for 
ticket freni the Mtor 



lx* retained as a noii pi^iluMl 1 <Miint 
SatvafMl Mnlik felt ihat (he new pirti 
w iHild in.ike the M<vc1vi redundant as fai 
ns electfvol politics kh) and lhal most rd 
the 17 Ml’s wcAjId fi|)t to join tlw* new* 
(urty. Hul he tnamlamed lhal llK*re was 
no netKl f(M SntKli or anyone else to raise 
tlx* dual im*iiihi*rsiiip issue jniu*vess.}i> 
l> al tius piHnt of miK*. 

Most Morcha nH'mher*^ belieie tlvii 
Kam l>lun winjld hni e joined the rxiv 
patty w*it1v)ui mmrh firutebl. if it u*3sn*l 
Uir V I’. Smith's needless asseniiais. 
hhan, one Morcha Ml’ said, only ixedi'd 
i<i U* W(»n over hui ’'unfonunatelv 
events led lus>i lu dijt in his twels 
unnccessanlv". Kani [ihiu was upset 
over Ix'inK iimored by V.l’. Simdi. 
Moris n er Saniosh hbnrtiya of ( batdhi 
/>urirca lus made Umu ihe taruet in many 
of hiM ankie». 

As fiA the unuianij Opposilion con* 
fahublatfts. |>h<in *av% he was nr4 c<mi* 
sullied on the focnuiHm of ihe Htfcnnji 
ciinuiuiu*e. AcciHdinj: tooiw »i*nKir Ml' 
of the Jan Morcha, SinicH prefers in 
.ivuhI titan nx*el all 1ho5A* w*ho differ with 
him un issues. "At pres(*nt he is aviMdiiij^ 
Khui ]ifun. and iiKvts him (ailv w hen 
lltere is ncr wav inii.” he suKi. 

*I*he preseni tonlnweisv has also 
rakefl up (he (4d dcbaicuhc apphi atHMi of 
Ihe anti-di*lcciioft law. Mimt Jan Motcha 
Ml’s Are >^iill members of ihe Conjires. 
s<l), Kam Dhan has claimed that while 
soriK I'ould afford lu pay (he market rent 
Nm* their lious<*h, hi* did nor have this 

V.P. Sinpn, ftefn Dtiun and Arun Nahru at tha 
lawnehlnBol iht Jan Horeht; 

■n avantrul ytar 
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The name people trust 



A full range of furniture 
and eauipment to enhance 
efficiency in your office 

Invest in the best—Office Fumjluce and Equipment from Raj & Raj 
Everything you need for your office to fun smoothly, efficiently. 

A complete range superbly finished, crafted from the finest steels 
and using superior materials. To provide value for money. For years 
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aPBCiA I. REPORT 


Sonw Mordn membere are 
Ming the dual mambmMp iMua 
to axart praisura on Sin^ and 
onsure tM tha new OppMitw 
party ii sacubr. Raf a trii g 
diractly to Shahabuddin, Anf 
Khannsbtad thathoibouidnot 
bo alowad to remain a party 
mafflber If ha refused to five up 
membership of Muiini 
organisitions 


a (hreti fi^hi beiwe^n n omtbiniKl cen¬ 
trist ()ptN>siliun and the Cvn^ressCl i, he 
says, addins that aO other frinjze parties 
wii\ be fc<rt'ed out uT the fray. Salyapal 
Malik agrees. podiiint[ out that. "We 
created a situation for unilmg the 
Opposition and it wifl be ridicukius tf we 
stay out of It. it IS pist not possible. 

Ctrcunsiances have forced the pace. 
'I'he Jan Morcha has realised that the 
possibility of an immediate spbt in the 
ruknK partv is just a pipedream and that 
w» C()njO«>^sRian has the jtuts to crws 
over at this sia^e. Says one Morcha 
Ml^ "We were fntfy ^irced lo reabse 


kiiuNil uumcs. Am (hai crossnytover lo 
the would nH*an pHckiiiit up’ 

and niovnu' nul ol hclhi. Ihis quesiKm 
liriS iilicdtK Iktii iliMUSM'd tlircadbHre 
bv the Moidia. AU Uk MI*k have handed 
in IIk'II jcHk'iidtion^ Ui V.P, hms(h. 
iiuilxirisMii; iiiin to subniii lliesc as and 
wIh'ii he fi*l! necf'^sjirv. Ilie unoShcia) 
iimlcislHndmK ih tiul tlie resi^HtVMi wiR 
hi* iUTepliHl ill ii Idler <lale. And that 
h»*Hvcc*« then and the ekxla'm*. the 
renis ol tho^c members wlvi cannot 
effoid thrill would be kKtked after hy the 
new parlv or whatever jheRialivc 
viiierK^'S at that ikmoI ol time. Most 
Morclui meiiibers ath ee that il would be 
best to iiivitv the provision^ of llie 
aiiti'dercciKMi law. "il wc defv the Act 
and fate the consequemes, the Con* 
irrvss(I) wdl be exposed." savs Solyapal 
Malik. 


T lien* is no doubt llial the Morcha has 
finally divided lo shut its doors on 
Llie Conqresstl) and dev'»e its entire 
eflort In evolving a credible Opposition 
front. Arun Nehru explains: "We are 
w'<irkinK iK cim^ik a limvtable." In his 
view, there is linie only to force a 
w<irkable Opposition alliance, or a new 
parly He sees this as a Vrealiiy" pnuii' 
inc out tliai the people wiB accept 
r«Hhmc elH*. The next elections will see 


tUNOATi*' •«« 


V.P. RfAph wRh Oppesitien leeMrt: 

• iPdAg pr«Mf>c* 

thai individuals were noi to cross 
cA'er and wi’ sIxniM <*han)ite our priori* 
lies." He believer ihai the C<mi?ress(l) 
wi8 split in "chunks" txnrer ihe vfee* 
tHms. 

WiN tiK’ Morcha and ihe new (Ipposi* 
lRii> party Im abk* to reap (Ir* bcnefilK of 
such a split.' llie answer fiiun most 
Mnrcha nienilxTs is a det'ided ’v<*s'. As 
♦me Ml' iihserved. "If Ihi'se Coiii{rcs.s* 
men had wanted to itan a iiKivemiiU. 
they w'ould havx* tvime over lo the 
Morcha earlier. N<iw’ anyiMH* who leaves 
Ihe Con^'ssdl will do so wilh an eye t<i 
Ihe eleciH>ns and for tlieni the Dpixisi* 
lion parly will be as mu<di of an 'ally' as 
the Morcha ctntld have been, perhaps 
even more." Senior C<Mieressii>en be¬ 
lieved. until recently, that by confabukil* 
inp with the O^isitkm. the Mi»rcha had 
ckised its doors to them. Ti>dav, they 
feel that a larj!e number of dissatnOWd 
members may cross over to the Opposi¬ 
tion at ail ofiponuns moment. 


T here is no doubt that K^iiv (randhi’s 
constituency. Amelhi. is very im¬ 
portant in the Morcha’s scheme of 
thsDRs. Arun Nehni has dra«ii up a plan 
to bexm visiting it. akmK wilh Kae 
Bareli, onte every nHmth. November 
onwards. He denies that this amounts to 








SPSCIAt HCPORT 


a total (pensive sayings *'[ will just b< 
visiting the cunatiruendes. h{>ldin|t pub* 
he meetirwa. and meelinx the peo^/' 
liowever. the intention ts clear; to make 
Ihinxs so difficuU for Kajiv Gandhi in 
Amethi that be either withdraws or is 
defeated. Or to make him adopt a 
second constituency, '['htrt is no doubt 
that if Kajiv withdrawn from 

Amethi. it will be a majur vklory for the 
Morcha and the Opposition. As one Ml* 
declared. 'Half nur battle will be won. 
for any such move will completely dt** 
morahse an already denK)ra)]svd Con* 
KTessiO. ” 

Sunn* Morcha rm^mbers are usihk the 
current controversy ovit dual nwm- 
bershiji rt> even pre^^sure on V.l*. Sinah 
and ensure that the new party is set ular. 
At the recent Murcha mei'ime. Anf 
Mohammad Khan is learnt lo have 
impressed on V.l*. Sm^h. thai while he 
aKTccd that dual membership ^iu.uki luil 
be allowed, the same rule should apply 
lo those m the rew CIppositinii forma linn 
who dum* lu retain irunnlxTHhip of 
fundamentahsi oxanisalifeis. Kefernoiit 
dirciily to Syed Shahabuddm. Anf in* 
sffited that he should mi he allowed lo 
remain a member of the party if he 
refused lu 0ve up memberidiiti of Mus* 
limorjcaniuiions. We should star! with a 
clean slate, he is reported to have said. 
He was fully supported by aN present. 
V.l*. Si^ nodM assent hui did not 
make Ns views very ck*ar. 

Some members were of the view lhal 
the new pany should pay more than lip 
service lo the jan Miircha's cotiinutmcnl 
to electoral rehirms tliat curb ikiI only 
money power bul also stale power. As 
one Ml* observed, “While we will all join 
the new pHity nnO wtien u takes 
stiape. we must know whai it stands 
fur." V.l*. Sini^h was ur^*d by the 
members to ensure that the Opposition 
unty talks did not k>se si^it of tlicse 
aspects and that tlw new parly nwKJe its 
stand very clear on such issues. 

'I'he Morcha. after a beciv one year, 
can pat itself on the back for having 
surMvedrurtulent times. l*nontieshave 
been reac^usied to rhanjEinx events but 
the Murcha, as one of its senior mem¬ 
bers pointed oui.^s remained steadfast 
m n$ commitment for evulvini^ a credible 
alternative. It is a siiuiKpie^iuc in the 
ongoing talks for a new (^)po6ition order 
and in the words uf a Mor^ Ml*. "Our 
9tlength lies in our ability to impose a 
coHeclive wdl on all decisions, and our 
refusal to unquestioningly accept V.l*. 
Suvd)'s writ as law. We are a party of 
equals and allNueh V.K Sin^ is the 
accepted leader, our views will always 
remain n relevant as his." 

ftMfiM MiMfa/Meir oeM 

■UMSATX. 


Emoiiinfl utn Mereha mambeva. no plaea lo* mambaraMp 


V.l*. ainflti wna A>H Khan and Afun Mahru 
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Bhaskar Ghosh s exit 
suggests that as far as 
the government is. 
concerned, it is not 
credibility but the 
tedium that is the 
message 

I WM » ivtcplumc C4ill, he later 
Mtd.lha 1 took hu breath awny. Jt 
nlw* look the w;i>d out ol ]>o«irdar* 
$han'« Mil«. At pm on 2 
October, inloniiation aini broad* 
casimit &ei.Tetary. Gopi Antra, called 
Duvdjrshan direettir general. Bhaskar 
Oho^h. to infcirm him that h« was bciriK 
transferred as additional secretary, cul* 
lure, with immediate effect. Taken 
aback. Ghosh later woke hts additional 
director iteneral, Shashi Kant Kapoor, to 
teH him the news. Within nimutcs. the 
0 i>v«nimuni's decision to transfer Ghosh 
was known to the Mandi House hierar* 
chy. And at l.io am G(Hh Arora was 
^^rd an Air*lndia flijtht tu Beijin;;. 
where be was poinx as a member of the 
Indian delej^tion. 

1Tie haiity exit of Ghosh is typicid of 
Rajiv Gandhi's current style of function* 
■nx* Clouds of uncertainty had hung over 
Mancb House for vreeks. but nob^xiy 
there expected that the axe would fall so 
suddenly or without provocation. 1 'he 

IbBowing day when Ghosh arrived at his 

impressive nfch*floor office, his transfer 
orders had not yet arrived: What had 
happened, persistent callers kept asking 
hbn. ITie direclor general was hn usual 
sober and reticent self. 

However, to a group of filmmakers 


iMlOcmr'W* 







aiKl pi'xliK^Th wh«i |Mid hnn a farcweH 
<'iill that nKirninK. Ghosh did use the 
word "HcupcitonV. 'In othvri. he am- 
fidi^d. "Perhaps. 1 had anrxiyed wime 
\w^.“ Al 4. IS m ihe evening he 
attended farewell parties at the Al Indu 
Kadkii IttMirdarshan studios and at 5 pnt 
al the Maiidi House headquarters, Ajid 
at h,4S pm. duruiK the Hindi nt'ws i 
bulletin (HI tvleviHMm. the seemrqdy : 
iTitHHJUfius transfer uf the direttor icener- 
al to the ministry of culture was flashed 
on the nnlional network. j 

The signals sent out by tihosh's I 
transfer were there fur all to see. For i 
months, (he fXj ahmft with secretary 
Arora and adviser Surnan Uuhey had 
Iwen working (o refurbish Doordar* 
shan's inuge. The attempts had back* 
fired, partly because the Pnme Minesrer 
and the Congress(f) party were 
embroiled in disclosure after disclosure, 
after each of whkh Doordarahan was 
called upon to set the record straight. 
Tite prugrammes that were mounted 
were seen as the <ipening up of Uoordar* 
shan; as evidence of is$nosi on the 
small screen. Finally, it was the gbsnost 
that backfired on Ghosh and hia net* 
work. Ghosh’s exit suggested that (he 
politicians who had opposed ihe 
bureaucrats and their plans for TV had 

Behind the abrupt end <if Hhaskar 
(iho^’s tenure is Doordarshans recent 
attempt to manage better the medium of 
television; to give its coverage a semM- 









OperW*' »*<di T>iMna>> iFHmiaWy iflsWMiLma cevirsps 


anceof credibilty. The siniegy 
evolved by Ghosh and Arora. apparenU)^ 
worked on three levels. For the paiM few 
months. Doordarshan had included news 
slots on controversial subjects, keep^ 
a tight editonal gr^ on the content. It 
had also inchKM a heavy dose of 
natKMiabsrh and patriotisni on sponsored 
and commssioned programm es . Lastly, 


even m entertainment slots, what Mandi 
House was kicking for was a strong 
social or religious theme. By controlling 
aB these elements, the bureaucrats had 
carved out a television menu for the 
country, Ihe hke of which had never 
been sampled before. 


P rom early this year a conspicudiis 
change of policy was noticed, soe* 


ernesisiils 


1 ^ change of policy was noticed, spe* 
cially in Doordarshan's current affairs 
prognnunes. In the absence of trained 
televUion correspondents, these key 
slots were handed out to private pruduc* 
ers (who turned anchormen for Dixir- 
daraliiui} and print journalists. AAer 
OperatKA Black Thunder held to clear 
the Gulden Temple in May. Doordar- 
shan qiBckly mounted a half-hour de* 
tafled story on the countdown to the 
surrender of miktints whfi had taken 
sheller in the ahnne. Exclusive video 
footage, including that of Suqk Singh 
l*ema‘s suicide, wu borrowed from t& 





National Security Guard (NSO) for the 
grogramme. Even the TV rwwscasts 
with live coverage from Amntsar were 
unusually aof^sbcated. Notheig of this 
sort haid tieen done for O^ration 
bhjeslar. 

This time, however. Doordarshan 
even went to ilte extent of showing a 
three-second long clip of aewadara re¬ 
moving a pail fuU of faeces and unne 
from the Hannandir Sahib. The decision 
to show the fooUge on television news 
was. reportedly, taken by the Prime 
Minister himself, who was conscious of 
its extraordinary visual impact. This was 
Doordarshan knsening its zealously- 
guarded editorial control, going further 
even than in the days of Newsime and 
/anvani. After Ten O^ys in AmrHssr. 
other sensitive slots were handed out. 
There was a programnie oa sab pro¬ 
duced by Mediastorm. a group of 
women activisu; the .Iwwus Wars 
programme and a very cmuentkius 
Focus on the mfa mous I^efantation ttl. 





The discofUent in political cevicu ab¬ 
out this attempt lo lend crcdilNlity to 
Doortbrshwi began simmering e\*en be¬ 
fore Mandi House gut the ftsk fnr thi* 
two-part Bofnrs programme and (he 
Defamalinn Bifi focus. There were 
earber compbims about a cor.iparatively 
'’soft' feature programme un Oiw pro- 
duced by Ashok HasB. 1hc state chief 
minister. Pratap Singh Kane, and 
K.K.L Khagat express^ their doubts 
as to whethw the mdusMSi of a debate 
on nucbiy on Goa's beaches w.iit at aH 
necessary for IJoordarshan Serai»r Con* 
gressd) mraslers then ubtet'ted to Iht* 
manner ai which the Op^tsitmn was 
protected m a foctu pr«tgraniim* <>n 
Opposition umy. After the tek^cast U 
the programme, fthaskar (jhrnh is 
known to have told Kamesh Sliamia, the 
producer **lf n had not been fur the 
broad shoulder uf the seaetary. mv 
head would have been on Uw pUtter." 

Sul. Mandi House continued dnin- 
butaut current affairs slots cm what 
would have eartter been "umouchable’' 
siAjecti. Vinod Dua was asked tr» clear 
the air in the Bofors controversy. Ihia. 
who had earlier anchored Jsovuh and 
produced NewsAne. decided to air the 
progrstnme in two parts and pestpuned 
tiK second telecast to Kkftide the KfilorH 
agent. Win Chadha. The Kufors prog¬ 
ramme. cited by televoion ctiiKs as 
evidence of gbsitost on lelovisMei. was 
seen by the OppusitioA as ao ura’imvmi** 
mg visual argument for the C<ngrcss(l). 
Dua was his ncisive best demanding of 
WnChadtt: "Would you be paid K a two 
lakhs a day ody for changmg tyres?*' 
V.K Ssigh. who had earker rcfuWd tu 
Ul( before the camera on (he Bofors 
deal, was shown fumbimg while ptnmng 
the mkrophone tin his kurra and assert- 
mg that he was sure Aimabh Bachchan 
would stand for the Akahahad dections. 


A !M-minutv mierN'iew with (lemTal 
Mayadas ri*«ulted jii four mimiicK of 
I'V-tsne and a 4()-mihuie oinvorr^.itHin 
Dua had with Kam JothnviLini was inlitid 
Ml Ave minutes. Both later proicsicd to 
Doordarshan ihat tl>t*y K:k 1 iKvn i h 
( if biased editing: a charge that Duji and 
(jhosh deny, argumy that ever)ho(ly*s 
interviews were edited U> fit ini<» the 
broadcast. 

The f''o('US programme on the Dv 
fanuiMK) Bdl produced, agaui hv N'inod 
Dua. drew tnjre rhticiam because it 
Uralurvd no ymmalists from the /ndian 
Fxpfcas, 7Tie Hindu or 7*hc .SMtesman, 
li was, after sH. bniiuse of rct'cnt 
exposes in these newspapers that the 
jielamsiKKi Bill had lieen iniroduced. 
cranpUined the cntK‘s. Kuriher. Dua 
iiH'luded an evidently uitoxK utcd journal¬ 
ist in his programme. DbvKiusly, Dua 
got a had press after the programme but 
his utlitude remained as stubborn: "Let 
the press boycott me if they did not like 
the pri>gramn>e. 'i'hcn thi'y should also 
atup writ mg programme reviews. A 
televisam produi cr makes programmes 
lor TV viewers ixK journalists." 

T herefore, when the aiiniHmcement 
nf Ghosh's departure came, there 
was already a mayir debate m polilical 
and media cirdes as to whether ihe 
j2<9sno.<r was worth it anyway. It whs 
very weP having a Ghukifn Nabi Aznd 
tace-to-fare with Ajit Smgli <in TV as 
during the Allahabad mid-temi elections, 
but weren't programnu^a that pretended 
lo be 'objective' much more insidious 
than those that were obvious prop- 
aj^nda? 

Within the Congressdi. however, 
even this limited objectivity was seen as 
going too far. Politicos rushed to Kajiv to 
eomplatri that Doordarshan was allowiiig 
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Btemr Ghdih: TheM ii naSing 
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The huty ixit of Ghosh li typte 
d Rs|hf Gmdhri contfrt si^ of 
fmtionhs. To I poup of 
fftvnvkorewd pfoitioen who 
irWod tel, hi ooftfiisM tM he 
nifhthmboinmotea 


access to his ('neraes. SiiS, Ihu :lxv nKi> 
rKit have c<ime sii QUK kly i<r si> suddeitlv 
had h ixn beun ftir suixvsstvc afep up> 
nude by [)cKinliirshyn cn ihe ivt$t tow 
weeks. 'J*he m»ii prtmiinent wib Uw 
Hide KjmmiiUsJ whOe covvnnR tlw Vi- 
Ryan Bliaw^ii luih lion lu celebrate the 
ft^ckn jubilee (4 Ihv Hvrafd. (Jn 

9 b<’piemb<*r. televisKH) viewers w^re 
surprised u» hear .>1 it 1*1)1^0)31100 Hill 
sloRaiis diiiinji ifie JliiKii rwws huDeiin. 

'I'hi' lofhiwiiiR day ii was reveatod that 
Hie eicw <i«vennR ihe function—the 
c<M>rdin:iioi <>l ilte cjmera unit. Man 
Motiaii SiorIi. canh^raman jrevan Dottra 
.iikJ iIh* vMiTid rec^ifdisl, U K. Ray- 
wire uiic(T<'f?i«inbHisly innKtorred from 
•iw Ikihi Kendra. 

A> iht'pinU stsniounled. llielMordar- 
boil newsroom received in* 
itruiliona to calf off the pohey of panty. 
l*r<ii(*ciHin was Hk* name uf the gamt 
Hiertflore, in recent news bulto* 
tins, Doordanhan has carried as many 
as five separate dips toaturini (he Prime 
Minister. In 01 k instance, the Prime 
Minister was speakiOR iu a donation 
from llarynna in Race Course Road 
winch mfnmied him how women were 
raped and petiplc harassed a I)evi U'% 
JIarvana. Ctanniented TV and him crHic 
Iqbal Masud; "If the Uefftnation Bin had 
been enaiied this was the kind o( 
Kurriliius comnwnt which could have 
C(sne iimler its iNjrview." 

Ilespnt* thi* iK*w eritlwsiasni lo pro* 
jeci tlH‘ Pnim* MmiHicr. there Iwve been 
iHiasHins when it luis backfired. Kajrv 


fian^ has mixed up hU knes. for 
instance, and said that refief should be 
disinbiited to the padbsis (netohboursJ 
instead nf rrMiedars (refativesK On 
other occasions, he has seemed puenle. 
asking Delhi flood victm such in* 
nocuous questions as whether they had 
got erHugh mU to eat. or the people of 
d their children had passed 
examinations. 

Ihe coverage of the 23 September 
one-day vbui of the Pnme Minister k a 
case B) pnnt. There was a nme muiuic 
cbp m both the news buBetms tin fad. 
the capsule m the English bulletin would 
have been bnger if tlA newsreader had 
not forgtrften to read two pages of the 
script) with a half*hnur tpe^ report to 
follow. In the process, iniematK>iMl 
events like the devefopments in Bunna 
and the Olympics took a backseat. Kven 
the IVesideni’s broadcast U> the nation 
on the eve uf Independence Uav was 


tre»ed in a cavalier manner and not 
even mcKided in the headlines of the 
English bulletui. H.K.L. Bhagat had iv 
lender an apology in the Lok Sabha lor 
this lapse. 


C c^ibined with ak Hus were the 
efforts of p<ilitH:ums to scuttle the 
opening'Up of Uoordarshan. H K.t. 
Bhagai. the information and hiundcasi- 
ing minster, made hts populist pliins 
char during a meeting Iw called in 
Shas'n Bhawan lor the Uoordarshan top 
brass, f during the meeting. Bhagnt gave 
mstructKins to the offioals ntg lu show 
senius Hindi fihns on Sunday evenings 
sim'e youngei viewers vmuldlH* unhnppy. 
He added that Uoordai'shan shtvuld also 
include such programmes which would 
please Hh* servant class "iin v they arc 
also the voters <4 Delhi". It was evident 
that Bhagai had decided to nuke the 
lelevisKHi one i4 the msirutnenis to be 


No at distortion 


Bhaskaf 'Ghosh M (he obfeedvity of 
Doordarskan^s fart 


To feme cjrtYftC Me fomire of 
former rftreefor gettonf Bhaskor 
O'hoah cYWKtktod w^k the expomkm 
ani soohbtktUna of Huordwten. 
fijverpfe ter toi Jtaf eKerview la 
DC: 

•V,. 






used for the furlfkoininR tlestKins 

An indKdtKm <if the shape of ihuigs to 
Lome on the sindll screen uds kivid b\ 
the minister dunoR tw<i quick press 
Lonferences he Pressed in K<«nbd> 
Oivinq hqures of expansion he said thM 
with a ks 5UU crore outUv lor ((•fevtsion 
and ladin ihe number of uteMsum 
transmitters isoukl intreast from the 
present kt3 to \ by the vtar 
Alv) that Dixvdarshan was anninK for 
an 18 hour telecast schedule h\ ilie end 
<if Ihe scar and was hoping to iikitase 
the I each of lelesision to htipet u*rK of 
Ihe populatxm 

What was all this expan uno and reach 
of television jpwq to be used fbr^ 
Commented bhashi Kumar,»Hief execu 
live of PU TV We wd have mon; of 
the staple diet we are seems on televi 
Sion On the one hand, you have modem 
natiunahsm betns sold for a premium and 
on the other you have retiosrade 
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1 thdric, IS more eObctln tot what 
appMrt 00 ibe box, Sor tn compm- 
ion. 1 would tend to dtscoimt the 
, effect of tele vwon unless It goea out 
of the way to pfxenote t point of view 
by devei edttn)( end control of 

H ranrna Vow can mount a pel* 
csispeiffn. use adverasAg tecb> 

K s w repetition tfd create a 
up on television 0ul Doodsr* 
shin hii never done this and I do not 
thidi It ever vnfl. 

But ian't thtrt sa ptwrffse# •f 
iAff seefo/ lAemei 
en UUtHihnf 

1 have never thought about it lie 
to but ibewnity snd ntegAy of the 
Monuy m lomattetg (hat needs to 
' . he pu( across hettuie of the tenden- 
cf'te pufl the eounoy ta dffereai 
dtrecttceWi Ihe probtm of Puipb 
^ sod aome of the other novemaes. 
iof Bximde. Thoeefore, the unty 
‘ fii%whkAta 

tolup strssaed md 
trytag to tDfdefscore 
thahtberhMIt would 
thet thacf « a 
' ' pit^nn- 
' ghUM 
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w vfss Ass'wiri'Cf; ' 


Gtn (rnntff SSMh and llda a perco- 
liting down to yourg people. One , 
way wlidi wc <wner lUe 
propsgndc IS thrtr'fh tfie power of 
tension. Not N putong <vg hmn- / 
guei by peopb bu* mmugh (he 
medhm of drama, fibnv Thtt tl cne • 
of the areas where Doordinban 
plays a very mQcr cdc. 

rie etflartef coRlrof M file 
eurrenf a/Miw sfofs ft ffeiY 
•ffedeaefa prrfMwnimnsf. Po 

f ew fff/flff ^rofeaviflies tlite 
ecus jmd AgJKiil ert% fid 
rretfffwfg o< edeAm^ 

Tiitce ts 00 eae i iy to bM ny- 
tMpg Ki a current eAse ctogntnine^. 
t tm it b p«t eff ohr M to presepf 
what (he ii ie etiincfd W dPi^ Ih a 
ouomerw&biKffBiiaoderwtDddf ' 
Very often, govemecrictipo dOew 
flot wit some people ^ ^ d^r 
totted Hem wehm a 
eed duty Ip pr?lant fee pejtoAad ^ 
$dSm m % js«lii a ffbweiaognRw ^ 
m,Ae Off doe « 
moDana^toMfienybe^^' 
'idffi^oMt The Mb ef 
eonfmcL b/tl 

.MmUll 


ProfMt tpelnvi Ostsmurien am lublwtor 
eonWnllouf ^ocut propr^irmt 








programmes bkr thr Mjhjbhjrji jnd 
/ijrnuy^in ' Added scriptwritii and 
medu LTiiK,. Amit Khinna '(.verv 
medium presuppt)s«& nunipulalion I am 
not ajuinst this fscU but ^g^inst tlH* w.iy 
A btmg done by IXxiKUrvlian tn 
Kerata, people are already pic>tcsting 
agamst the disparity by switching 'if 
iheir iclevjSHm sets The Teje«tion rale 
of Doordarshan’s programmes will go up 
in <Kher pans of (he country also " 
rhe kOM jerk athlude exposed in tlw 
functioning [)oordarshan fits in per¬ 
fectly with the pohey of commissxiimg 
sdop^ by the directorate Though the 
:ommercijl revenue from sponsored 
programmes and spots Kid increased 
from d mere Ks 77 lakhs m lil7b 77 to 
Rs 140 ern^ m i987 88, Mandt Htiusc 
recently devised a plan by whKh it coukl 
keep a check on the qu^hty of the 
programmes and a ccmtrul un ibeir 
edrtorul content Said Bhaskai 
when the concept of comniisHloning was 
first mtmduced ‘"rhe BBC ha:» a k)i of 
m*h(xise produclKms and they also cum* 
RMSMin prignmmev 1 his is roughly 
(he way we want to funttion 'Ihe 
exHimg system when a venal is 
approved on the basis <d a pilot is 
udwrentlv wrong' 
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*Rs. 77.50 

Endowment Potictes 

^Rs. 62.00 
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Whole Life Policies 
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^Rs. 52.00 
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Iht pftMrU bonut incrMM 
onM M ibov* M 
■uMinbal ncrwMsm ffw rscanr 
PMl Bonui n lh« W 5 yMrs hw 
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•Acrti Id mprM ffi« lo 
pofecytioidn. Tivough mm. 

Kmdi mMpimtnl. 
cnrtMWVfilon of bufhwi. 
rtdJCHn «i iNo coal of opo^Mono 
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yhe BBC parallels rani; hollow when 
Kamanand Saar’s kMnayon received an 
unprecedentH extension because Man- 
dz House buckled under poklical press¬ 
ure. The senal was extended fur the 
second time to inchide the Luv Kush 
<^sf>de«, early (Kiober, [Xx>Tdar* 
shan also put on B.K. Chgpras kms* 
awaited Mah^bhint. The tibvious taritet 
W9^ elect<iral: the Hindu vote m general 
for Mahablamt and the Hanjan vote f<ir 
Valmiki’s kamayan. 

D espite the relipiuus overkill. Door* 
darshan did vummission some prog* 
rammes mi national Waders or others 
that had a subliminal message of unity 
and mrcBraikin. While earlier, th<' f^rti* 
Tion scenes were chopped frum 
buniyaad. (*ovind Nihaiams Tanus was 
allowed to Wl vwwers rvlive the trauma* 
ik days of ignition. After Tamas, there 
have been serials hke Anw Hhusrau. 
{Mil hing for Hii)du*Muslun amity; and a 
n*part auiobtoeraphicdl sciiaJun the Me 
of (j.B. Bant (m^ hy Brakash Jha). 
Hmong others. 

The real test nf commsaioninrf comes 
with Shyam HencjEaV« S2*part LHsct}wry 
<H India, S^hrn Bliaskar (Ihosh first 
crxnrmssioned the seriM. he thought of 
getting It ap'insnred. Kveniually, Door* 
darshan has ended up spending over Ks 
4.S crores of its own on the teievwon 
extravaganza which will begin on 14 
^(>vember. The investmem wiB be reco¬ 
vered by selling spots before and after 
ZA’seovery. lienegal told Si niisy jn the 
seriara sets in Bombay*: 'NodouDi India 
has developed and progressed a great 
deal but we have not been abie to 
distribute these things. **He refuted char¬ 
ges that the serial was too expensive *hy 
Indian standards, claiming, ’'Ideally 1 
would have Lked tii spend see times the 
amount being spemt now.” 

logether with i^isi'ovt O' of India, an 
entire package of programmes has been 
cleared by Doordarshan to cumcide wKh 
Bandit Nehru's centenary, includuig 
Manju Singh's senal on the former 
Brime Minister’s associates. Re- 
meniberinfi Nehru. Two other slots 
awaiting clearance are Pradeep Krtsh- 
nan’s serial on Nehru as a statesman and 
Ashok Kaina’s animated series on 
Nehru's letters to tndira G^idhL 
The ocher bulky fVKkage cleared by 
Bftaskar Ohosh concerns Bui^ab. Both 
the former diiector general and secret¬ 
ary G.K. Arota feh that the existing 
convnunat proUems made Punjab an 
action ground for Uoutdarahan, Conse¬ 
quently. as many as 39 programmes 
have been cleared which include acme 
like ViDod Dua's on the widows c< 
Punjab and Sanjay Kak’s short features. 


The prcigrammes on Nehru and on 
Pui^b win he mierspersed by theme 
productions of Kailash Sunn^rnalh, 
the Bombay commurcial filmmaker, who 
recently produced rorrfi of RreetkHit 
and Sur for televismi The Trims 
made under the aegis of the DA Sonchar 
Samiu have received a good response 
from viewers but there is cntkisin of the 
barrage of patruCisni itn lelevbwxi. 

Most media watchers agre«> that the 
change of the director general augurs 
badly for the medwiiL Said Shashi 
Kumar. ”1 am sure current affairs pri^ 
rammes will be made n future only on 
subtects as Inchm textries and nvidem 
methods of banking.” Added Iqbal 
Masud: ''Ihe people who are running 
televisKMi itxSay have a verv short 
sighted vrw of dangers and possihih 
ties. What we see is a )u»tifii*atRMi ig the 
.sah culture wfuch may lead to fascism 
And Amit Khanna expressed his dc 
spondency with the wamng. "’IV Con 
gresstli does mg knuw what ii can 
achieve through lek*visK)n We are 
heading for a media decay m wtuch the 
masses will continue to watch ffamacan 
and only ten per cent wri) watch thr f'V 
news." 

Ihinng Ilk* rest <if onl the 

election year of DW*. the Congress! 11 
wiB turn the throttle (A the great 
propaganda inacheie it set cm the nnds 
in the early Kighties. IVfe wril he a 
plethora of ser^ va national leaders 
and. no doubt, there writ be several 
sponsored programmes of the standard 
of Himalaya Darshan or Gan Ihvata. i 

T he televisaun infraslruciure m the 
country achieved its present kimi 
after 1980 when Mrs Indira fiandhi 
announced the transmitter-a-diy prog¬ 
ramme. The 1982 Asian (iames gave an 
enpetus to Dnurdarshan bee<ri!ie oAur 
mnsnussiun was mtmduced. However, 
as Ashuk Raina says, The Asad was 
just an accident. The inteniiiA of the 

h In mmI OlorivilMi htt 


government, even then, was iH>t \u 
entertain or educate the people. Ii was h 
dekberaie exernse to use I he iiK*ilmih 
mitfe powerfully lor prtipagnnd.t ilvm 
before. ” 

In I9A5. when DoordarsVn fust 
opened its fkaidgntes tu <iutftiders. the 
social messages came on si rung. 
Through the prompting of the then 

secreiaiy, b.S. (hW. c.vm* thi* first 

Indian soap opera Hum hig. "I Ismg tl>e 
ai'xthetir values of the Hindi movie to 
enlerlaai ,ind diaw tears, (he serial 
claimed it was rctaihng the thenws ol 
family pJnnning and ruiii-olcolKilivn. 
Rums'aad recreated the monihs be(i»re 
l*arinion and buih up a heady feeling of 
mislalgw anxitig the older gi»rier:iiHin rif 
vievrers. ’IVre were also .'i hr>si i>f suiii 
other M^ials as Hayim. Ek Kahant nnci 
AVibrr. which brought a degr^'e of profes* 
SHNuhsm mto Iht* entertainment skit but 
owed their entry into Mandi House to 
their UhUcIk content. 

On the pifhiR'al front, tin* 1984 elei- 
lion$ iKvmne thi' real test for the 
electronic medium. Hie battle, of 
course, was won hv (he Cemgrussd) im 
the day <if Mrs Gandhi’s fum^cal itself 
when the televisHrfi camera kept return¬ 
ing to the distraught face of Kajiv fiandhi 
staixkng silhouetted by (he pyre. BVuni 
that day till mid-wa) through hiH lerm as 
1‘rmH' Minister, Kajiv Gandhi tiet^ame 
dw' hottest lelevisKA star He alsi^ had 
the good fortune ihat none of his oppo¬ 
nents possessed: telegenic pvrsunahly. 

Kor Its part, the government rei ently 

I4i seeretsfy Oepi Atota: rviorbislwa 
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took ^nous steps to re'evsluaie 
the dirrctiun of t> 0 (^rshaA. The first 
was a breakfast meeting hosted by the 
Prime Minister for a itroup ot ei^rts’, 
which included Amiia Ma^. Dua 
and Al) que Padamsee. on 15 Pebnary. 
This turned out to be a bnunstorming 
session of sons with tlx? Pnme Mnster 
makinit a strong! case for the resvne’s 
attempts at trying to bnng professiona)* 
ism mto the service. SisniAcanily, he 
brjshed aside the obvious suggestions 
that functional automnny for both l>uor* 
darshan and All Indbi Kaduj be attempted 
immediately. 


W hile most people who attend 
breakfast meetings and the hke 
iMth the Prvne Minister come back 
claiming that he is very receptive to 
their ideas, lery Uitle actually changes 
in I liHirdarshan IV problem is sim^: 
Kajii Gandhi wains to erprove only the 
AjrtiViomng of the network; most mde* 
pendent observers wish to chanpv its 
chunctrr. 

Those who saw ?n the* briel prnod ii( 
gfiswisi. a liNisenmg of controls were 
deceived. It was iwer the govern* 
mem's mientHin to make lloordar'dian a 
free or fan medium As Kanwsh Shanna 
says: ’ 1 n my iipinvin. there was never 
gUsnoU ow TV—tht*re was only a whiff 
air moving towards gissnost. We ran 
fever open up TV that way.” 

The problem was thai ivith an election 
coming up. Kapv Gsndltt feared that Ih 
most potent electoral weapon had bM 
its stmg. Cracks about Kajivdarshan* 
made him worry thai Doordarshan had 
less credibility than ever bef^’ire. In 
1984. the novelty of the natb>na] net* 
work and of coloitf had been enough to 
keep viewers glued to the box. Hut now. 
with the propaganda reaching new 
heights, they had simply turned off, 
llic move towards gUsnosi was outi* 
ated because of (Ns. The intention was 
to giv’e Doordarshan the imprcssiun of 
being 'fair' without actuaffy ceding any 
control. U was hoped that stick, sophisti¬ 
cated programming, some of which 
wxMld even knock the Congress parly, 
would re*awaken interest in the 
medium. Once Duordarshan had both 
waichability and credibtlrty un its side, 
then it could be used again for propagan* 
da once the elections came around. 
The problem with tNs approach is that 

while it IS suitably Machiavcbian. it fails if 
its executor lacks poliiicdl will. And so. 
kajiv GandN.used to a medMin that only 
related its master's voice, suddenly lost 
Ns nerve when he realised that ihb 
gfasnosf ploy meant that lus enemies 
u ould appear on Ni pet TV network and 
call Nm names. 


WiSeMng hugely pepgiar 

It help either tfiai I kicirdarshan 
became a poklical shuMlecrH'k Mimslrrs 
king to iisc TV news to ailain a uatunial 
stature for Ihemsehys. In the okl days, 
they would get away with rmgaig Mandi 
House and demanding that TV crews he 
despaiched to film them handing out 
seweig maclunes to war widows <« 
whatever. Under Ihe new gtasotnu imk 
cy. Iloordarshan began to refuM* to |xil 
them VI) the air. Sttun. Kapv hwl Ns fill nf 
cumplainis from those who feh tiui iIwm 
atMi*apanhnd demonstrations hxd U'cn 
inade^trly itivered or Ihev wulkali 
out s not given en wgli irnie tm 1 hi* new:^. 

Much 0 ( the cppiMitKiA wax personal. 
Some minsters liuniing them, former 
broadcasting mmsier, Apt Paipal re* 
serXed Bhaskar GN>»h and ke^ sug¬ 
gesting to Kagv that be had CH(M) links 
or was msufhcimtly byj. Others had it 
m for secretary G, K. Anira. who they 
thought had grown too powerful. So 
Ranv' was (old (hat Arora had made 
hts peace with V. P. Sngh and was a 
fifth*coluntfUSt who was nasusing I'V. 

Ironicaly. the very prugrammes that 
cntKS regarded as inskbous were now 
used (o bade up the Congressfl) case. 
While the OppoeHkn had been annoyed 
by Prannoy Roy's use of the phrase 
"good news*' while referring to Coigres- 
s(I> viciones in the eleciioo Nght broad¬ 
cast after the ABahabad by-puS. Con- 


gressfll membeis claimed that it was 
xriuaHy an Oppvsition*sp(«sored show. 
Why, they asked, had AUahabad been 
0 ven K/ much (mportance if the party's 
pnbev was to treat it as ^st another 
bveK'iion?N Why, asked Ghulam Nabi 
Aud. had Ajit Singh been allowed lo 
hunnlMtc turn on TV? There were objec* 
also to the Bofors programme on 
wlwh Anm Smgh had come off best. 
Son^ly. said Gongressfl) members, he 
was .1 ii»n who M betrayed Rajiv. And 
«o *ni. 

'ITh* first sign that the ITimc Mmisier 
hud k)St his nerve in the (ace of tNs 
namiless criticism carne on I September 
wIh u he* appointed a mmistvnal commit* 
Ut\ headed by H.K.L Bhagal and in* 
I'KKlnig Santo^ Mnhan l^eb. Shivraj 
Paul and R. Prahhu to examine the 
working of Doordanslian. It is a sign of 
how bad things had goi that at a stormy 
Cahini’i meeting, even Hhagat (whose 
•dt's of good programming is that which 
wms voles) threatened to resign over 
entidsm of the TV network. 

From then on, it was only a matter of 
time before the axe (ell on Gbo^. 
though to (he world at large, the deci¬ 
sion came as a consideral^ surprise. 
Says a senior avil servant: ”Wh^ the 
Prime Minister ovemiles a key aide 
(G. K. AroTs) and a c^se personal friend 
(Sianan Dubey. the 1 & B ministry’s 
adviser) to fire a competeni officer, he is 
cleaHy rattled.” 

And rattled he is. As things seem to 
get more and more out of cunirok Rajiv 
(Wndhi is reacting by destroying the 
very tools that could have got him out of 
tNs mess. It is bad enough for India that 
the tdevinon gbsnost was always a bit 
tjt a con. but it is worse for Rajiv that he 
couldn'l even carry (hat oR. Kinally. the 
way things are going, idl Goordarshan 
wil be able to convey is that the ledum 
ia the measage. 


Fran Mily OcMir K Wo pU M 
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Credibility and glasnost 


T he qualify al netvs bulletins of a TV 
ori9UbuiK>n i!i supposed to delemvne 
th* level of its prt^essmrul rvAinit 
instance, the mainstay of the 
reputatMi is the exs'clenee of 
Its news services. Ikx>rdar8ihan devotes )e»s 
than 1T) per cent r>f its uir tame to news. Yart. this 
small chunk serves as an index of crediMiiy of 
the eniire sel*up. 

The common rv vwwer in JiMha bdrves that 
iXHirdarshan news buUetms are hous«* nuga* 
zines of the Kovcrnn»r>nt, ismceint'd primarily 
with UHMtinii the I time Minister s mupe. lYm 
not only makes for dull news bui also rohs it of 
balarn'e, ot^tmty and credibilny. ITw coimnon 
vit^wer also wonders at the* ffovemiiient's inabd* 
ity to appreciate tlut this sori of overki 
inviinably proves '<mii(er*produ< 1 ive and badly 
hum both tlie Itiiiie Minister and hn leovem- 
ineni. 

Mow doi'S one explain this sort of msmsitivity 
on the government's part? 1*he reasons are both 
complex and amusuift and show how larjee 
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bureaucrscies acquire a kfe of Ihctr own, re* 
sponduqt unty pacluUy la the aijcnah received 
from Ihetr rulers. Actually, Indira Gandhi was 
quite akve to the dangers of over-exposure, and 
so is Kapv Gandhi, After reluming from one uf 
her foreign lours. Mrs (tHndhi lofd me that 
though It was spnngtmie in the countnes she 
visited and chddrvn playing in the parks made a 
lovely sight, LKk)I liarshan cameras remained 
fixed on her all the tltiie. despiie Iht asking the 
cameramen to record interesiinK vignettes of 
how pvt>ple kved and iikioyed tlK*m<elve$ In 
<Aher Ciiuntrivs. 

In IVtfA, fktavio I*a 2 delivered tlk> Nehru 
Menstfial lecture in [>elhi. 'I'he next m iming 
when I happened fu meei Kajiv Gandhi, he 
cumpfamed that whereas the people wanted lo 
see the great poet and hear what he had to say, 
LhKtrdarshan mainly fuvuiied the camera on him 
and reported his introductory remarks. 1'here 
are several such instances that J can cite from 
my personal experkmce. 

llien how is it that this message* docs not 
travel down the bne and things continue In the 
merry old lashkm,^ J think tlwre are two bask 
reasons for ilvs phenomenon. Kirsi, Doortkir* 
shan has nursed, over the years, no ethos of 
sdf'protntive timidiiy which discourages initia¬ 
tive and Imwns upon enterprising news report¬ 
ing. lYiis attitude is reinforced by the all- 
pervasive cult of sycophancy, which promotes 
the belief tliat the rulm oidy like flattery and 
attention. Such an impression is greatly streng¬ 
thened by some ham-handed actions i>f the 
eslabfashment. 

What happened m Patna is a recent case m 
punt. In a live programme on AIK a kid 
happened t(» say. "(rajb gnli nkm sthtr luv. 
Gandhi rhi^ /lai." 'Utis was an unfuriuiiaie 
occurrence and discretion deniiiiKled it be buned 
quietly to avoid attracting notice. Alter nil. Ikiw 
many people tune in to an AflennKin radio 
programme from Patna? Hut no. Tlie chest- 
beating hiyabsis had to show to ifK*ir leader wliat 
a sac^ge had been ONmivlted and start a 
witch-hunt to prevent remirrence of such an 
outrage. And whai was the outcome? On the one 
hand, the incident gut the widest publicity' and 
the head of a itnlversily vice<iiancenur rolled in 
Che bargain. < hi the other. Ihe incideni sent ven' 
intIniidBting signals to AJK ami iHxirdnrshnn's 
news-desks. Nothing could have been more 
shun-sighted and sell-defeatmg tivin Ihe manner 
in whH'h this episode was hiindled. 

I'he second basic reason vrhy even the IMine 
Minister’s ptTceptxxis of tiver-expisure fail to 
make much unpact is (hat cimtnidicKiry mes¬ 
sages gel transmitted to IkMircUrshan. Con* 
sidemg his heavy whedule. one w*oiiders how 


U 



uften the ]*Ytmv Minister watches news (ja TV, 
lie mainly i^ithers his impressKtns fr«n |)e<iple 
around him. And there is no dearth ul ’^s'el• 
wishers" who keep feedinie him with all sorts of 
imai^iury and cxuiuerated stories ol dark con¬ 
spiracies and pkMs beiriA hatched aicunst hmi. 
and huw (Ik.* SAine sIvHild be c<MiMered ihrcAifth 
powerful nKKJia campaiipis. Whh a truslm^ 
Prune Minister, this not only resuHs ni the 
distortion of perspective, but also lack of bobnee 
in the reporting ol even iraiiKeni ev^enis. And 
whenever the I'M happens to comptiin of 
over exposure, he ih pruinpdy assured by his 
aunea that the pco^ line in wKich their 
beluved leader im lelevtsionl 

R a;iv fiandhi himself 1$ an eKC«edai>dy medu- 
ctirsi'ious person and has created a fonnid* 
aMe publicity outfit for himself. HJs iislirKCS in 
this fiekJ an* puite sound and it was aI hb 
instance tlMt^/ovani was started. Ihc amount of 
uillini^ that some of his mimsiers were put toon 
this [)rojtramiT)e was a refreahins chanxif from 
the earlier touch-me*not attitude. 'I'he tck*visinii 
ol )V». Aftiusrer was af»o suicsested by Mn. 
Iiiirinit tlwt ptuise of nkistHist. (he currefli affair* 
feature, St/w.-ihiv. mercilessly exposed the 
inisrepn*Kentalion made hy three chief ministen 
diiriiiii! tht* PM's visits lo their slates (the CMs 
liiier cnmpbinvd bitterly to the enformatiun 
minister axiimst this "betrayal”). Sath ki fbr- 
tMwym was tulhless in its expusure of corrup¬ 
tion mid ineffH’iency in various io>vernnicn( 
orizanisa lions. I'he affected parties represented 
lo the I'M that such on approach would hurt the 
jtiivemmeiu’s miaKe and liarm the party. But 
despite ail tliese exposures, no Doordarshan 
ofnciiil was pulled up and, on balana*. ihe 
CTcdihiht) of both the puvcrwwnt and lAxirdir- 
shun was enbaiKed. 

It IS axain a mea^urv of (he l'M‘$ sensitrvity (o 
iIk* importance U of5cial media that ted him lo 
appoint (ropi Aron, his tup aide, as information 
setteiary And he did bring about a welcome 
cJuirige m Dfiordarsfuin’s news and current 
affairs programmes. Keviewmg the number of 
delicate issues discussed on D^irdarshan. there 
is ,1 widespread impressioft that the winds ol 
giasniisi are again blowing through the corridors 
of Mandi House. 

Hut this second phase of ‘openness’ on 
lloordiirshan suffers from an unfortunate con¬ 
straint. As a result of venous scandals and 
coninvversies which have erupted over the bst 
lb months, a lot of ircui has seeped uuo the soul 
of K^jiv Gandhi 'Jtiis seems lo have kiwered has 
tolerance level and sharpened confroniationist 
tendencies. As the mood of the master gets 
quickly transmitted to the official media agen¬ 
cies. one notices an unnecessarily strident and 
partisan note creeping into Docedarshan’s news- 
bulletins. [ shall make my point by cituig tvn> 
recent instances.’ 

When Gen. Za confened the honour of 
Nishan-e-l'akistan on Morarn Uesai. Doordar¬ 
shan not only reported tlwnewH but bunched a 
lengthy diatribe against Pakistan’s sinister mo* 




ue>i>i » e propranMnt. tt Ms)"* OsndN't Iamam 


DMrMHnhH 


-jrpMineiHMf 





-ii 






WWIHM 




livt’H iirid (Iw uup^ipn;il<*ncM< of l)es,ii ai ccpl- 
ing ih(* aw.ird Vwwid nlet'^tivdy. (n*n. Za wuh 
ixtfy a*i'Hir«i.itinK itur A tion m ((inferring ihc 
Hhiirai Kiitiu <in Klun Abdul (iliiiffnr Kh.in 40 
ivniMilIvi IiHicpc'idencc. Mnri‘(>vc7. IX’siii 
«1 highly rcsptviod nnd upnglit state »iviiin ;iiKi it 
w:4>« preswnfXufHis lo advise Inni m ihis niHTincr. 

I’he MM Hid incklenl ixmcerns tlie rv|Kinmg of 
Suniay Singh’s nlk*}^ involvement in Syvd 
Moth’s murijer. S^njay Singh has not yet uc* 
quired natknal stature and the vpisode did mit 
■istilve any important issue. Al best, the miiltcr 
could have bet'n rciNUicd just oiKe. with emph¬ 
asis on the tngh* death of a niitiiHial cluinipion 
and riot on Sunday Singh. 

I’he poim I am trying lo make is tivii u 
ik-ws-hulleun is nK^ani to report iK'ws in as liiir, 
fdjihful and unbcisud a manner a» poseibk*. Km 
iWien a story is lacvd with slanted cominents iiiid 
pcTsontf arvnus. it viokites the norms of ob)r(> 
live reporung and compniruse» the crt'dihiliiv «>! 
the source. If the guvemmvnt has a parliculai 
axe to grind, there is always the current aflrorx 

xkg avTulable to it. 

Hie edifke of audibility is built brick by Unik. 
with a kg of patience, labiur and t(^*rancc. Hut a 
single act of wanligi indibcrelion can bring it 
tumbling down. I'he question of crctlibility 
becomes rcHcvant only in the detnocraii< cigi- 
Urxt.- But dernocracy does ikH have a very id etty 
face: it is marked by warts and freckles. And the 
essence of democratic temper lies in learning to 
kive that (ace. 
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In both cases the principle 
Involves the projection of a 
liquid under high pressure into a 
chamber where instantaneous 
drying takes place, leaving a 
pc^er. For milk powder this is 
the end. 


ETAL CUTTING HAVE 
ITH n/IILK POWDER? 
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For tungsten carbide, this is 
the beginning. 

Do you know that modern 
metal cutting tods can 
contribute upto 20% In 
increased productivity, even 
though they are less than 2% of 
the production costs? At 
Sandvik. the search Is on to 
make that little piece of carbide 
work better for you. Resulting in 
tools that out faster. A lot faster. 
And fast longer too. 

On the materials side this 
implies a search for new carbide 
substrates and bonding 
materials. 

On the designing side It is 
the search for new geometries. 

On the coatings side it is the 
search for new, better 
wearing, coating formulations 
and thicknesses. 

That*s right, this Is material 
science working at the frontier 
level. That's the level we're 
comfortable with at Sandvik 
Asia. 
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FOCUS 


Verse or worse? 


India's democratic stance is undermined by (he ban on Rushdie's 

The Satanic Verses 




f Mohanvnad will noi come to the 


mountain then (he latter tnuat 


move it$ ponderous mass in dance 
atirndancc on (he l^ophei—so 
iuys the adajte And yet. »he 
latter'diiy defenders of (he Frophers 
own hiith consoler his auihonty fraj{de 
enough to rise uji m arms ajininsi a mere 
work of ficiion, 'the Salaim' Verves. 
Much to the rlvumn of auih<ir Rushdie, 
publisher VenKuiri/Vilonji. and those who 
believe in freedom from censorship, the 
Indian trovernment has given in to press¬ 
ure from prominent Mushin leaders and 
imposed a ban on the novel 
The reverber<iiM>ns here and abroad 
have been loud enough. Says Zvrk 
Ansan of Fenguin Overseas. Delhi, “We 
will consider all possthdities. irkluding 
lhai of going to cuurt. (Kir legal advisors 
are kKiking Into the mailer. This is 
censorship, u is tn'eventing people from 
reading something they might want to 
read. And Penguin has always hMight 
any censorship in any country." 

No doubt the bigwigs m Penguin UK 
are also putting their heads together to 
<'ome up with a strategy to counter the 
ban against a book they have acquired 
for a whopping advance, and from vddeh 
they fuUy expect lu make handsome 
profits. Togetlier with Rushdie's agent 
Andrew Wylie, they have been premot- 
mg (he Ntok m (he recent Frankfurt 


book to. 

'though Fengun Books India is not 
directly affected by iho loss of sales of 
Kushebe’s book, edilnr and pubksher 
David Davidar can't help bemoaning this 
decision on the part of (he government 
K« is coovmred (hat 'Ihe book would 


have sold quite a bit in India. pjirticuUrly 
(he paperbkk edit ion." Nor can hv see a 
bi»/V like this sinking into obscumy and 
the \jAn being forgotten. 

Accoiding to some experts, there was 
a nunor bliu^r on the lun of Penguin 
UK in relation to this ton. Given that 
Syed ShahabuJdin nude his public state* 
nient demanding (he ban liofore ibe book 
had come <mjI in (hi* I 'K {it was launched 
on 26 September), ii would have been 
good strategy t<i quietly expori lots of 
copies to lr>dia and fliHid Hie Indian 
market with a simullane<»us rekase. In 
(hat case the govemmeni too might 
have considered (he lian impossible to 
enforce. f)r (here c'ould liavr been a 
simultaneous Indian edition—as Kupa 
had done for Rushdie's earlier huuk. 
Siame. 

The pnmary issue, however, is not 
that of markeimg'distnbutKin—particu- 
torly m a suf^xisedly democratic country 
bke Intha, h is ironic to have the l^me 
Minster revoke the universally cunde* 
mned Defamation HiU only a few days 
before imposing a ban on a bixik that has 
clearly not been read, whose contents 
have not been analysed. 'Hinugh it is 
normally the job of the home secretaiy 
to make dKiiions on controversial 


Controversy’s dntd 


S alman Rushche is no stranger (o 
controversy. Mkkugbt's Chil¬ 
dren. his second nuvd «id the one 
that made hes reputation, was dis* 
tmguished by oOe^ve references to 
indira GaodM (itoed "(he Widow”) 
and her son Sansa/' At first the 
govenvnent did not notice but four 
years later. Mrs (Gandhi sued and 
bad the offendi^ reference deleted 
from future ed/ifooi. 

Hia tNrd novd Shame was Aout 
Pakistan and even-handedly suc¬ 
ceeded in destroyng both Zia and the 
bhudoe, on whom it was baaed* 
Fakietan banned il and a reference to 
(he <6a<hafac(er'i retarded dMi^ 
ter was c^iaidered in poor taste. 
RushdK said he didn't know dut die 
real Zia had a retarded daug^^ 4 
after Shame was fimdwd 
He dien invnlved hintastf bi m* 


troverswB in his own crxintry. Biv 
tain. He used his Ktcrary eminence 
tu take a polrtical stand against the 
KaSdands War. for which he was 
revSed and became a noted Thatch' 
er'baiter. A 'J‘V programme, on 
whidi Tariq Ah and he featured the 
"^scovety" of a "great American 
artist" was univer^ly denounced I 
by serious art critics, and a non* ! 
fiction account of a journey throu^ 
Nicaragua <The k^tr Smdel was 
crkicis ed for nfevety. Most recemly. 

I TV film 00 (ntfia (The J£rddfe of 
MIM 0 S) met wnii hostttty. 

s N 

' Through k all. nobody Ibs daniad 
Ruabdie's jpeat literary gifts, or 
questiOMd to undeniable sinc^yo 
Aodlndfeniiowthe only desaoci tf ct 
co u fttry to <ver love tonaod 0 M d^. 
to books > ' '•‘y.. 









books, reliable official sourcrs have said 
that (his decision was probably taken by 
Rajiv Gandhi himself. It seems too much 
of a coincKicnce that the ban order was 
announced immediately after he re¬ 
lumed to Delhi from Tamil Nadu. 

At I he daily press bneTmp of the 
external aCCairs ministry on S (krtober. 
the spokesman for the external publiaiy 
division. Afiab Seth, said that he was not 
aware ol any ban order. At 8 pm the 
same day the decision to ban the bnuk 
was aniKHiiKed. Contacted bier by Si in* 
t iAS . Aftab Seth said. " I was a ware that a 
ban on the book was bemjt otroidered. 
Hul J was not aware of the fact that it 
was jEoinjt to be imposcKf that (.S Deto- 
beri evening." 

And whJt of the man most directI)' 
aftiH'ted by the blue pencil of cen* 
Mirship? T'ht* tndian t^wenvnent is 
ifoinj; to ernlurrass itself by in^rsmft 
this ban.” said S'llman Rushdie, wim vms 
in Kdinbur^ prcmnnins the biKik. "A kK 
of orKanisations are takinj* it up with 
(hem. iniemadonal RfiN ta budv of 
authors and iranslatorsi and Index on 
Censorship. London, are aemlmti (ele* 
jtrams to the Kresiden( of India." 

Rather in the Rrand manner of a 
prophet himself. Rushdie added. "I for- 
Kivc them (the Indian ipivemmcni) for 
It. aiKl I hope they raise (he ban." But he 
has iH) lorjoveness for Syed Shohabuddm 
and his itk ml aoamst a book, 
without reading it* who ikm'l even 
siinrik fnmi misrepresenia(H>a Reler- 
nn^ to his inlervK*w in Simnav, the 
41*year*old author declared anjtrily. 
"Shahabuddin has totally twisted what I 
said there. It is a plain diste^Hm fA my 
atatemems, and simply shows is 
lying.” 

Well-known l^^istan writer and left* 
wing mtellectudl I'viq All also express* 
ed his shock at the tndun government’s 
willingness to kowtow to the fun* 
damentahst lubby. "Hus ban.” he said, 
"is absolutely scandaknts and shoclung. 

It shows the deformed siege mentakty of 
those who claim to speak on behalf of 
Indian Muslims." 

Hook Trust, the administrators of the 
Eiooker Prize for which 77ie ^ta/K* 
Verges has been shortlisted, has duly 
registered horror and disapprobation. 
But there is no inkhng as to whether the 
ban win tip the balance in Kushtbe’s 
favour, weighting kierary ment with a 
measure of sympathy. Were this to 
happen, and shoold Rushdie become the 
one and only Booker iwu-limer. it would 
siniply illustrate yet another adage ^ is 
an ly wind (hat blows no one any good. 
Satan and God could both benefit from 
the puMk^y. 

CMbNi iMfflttiHli poperta troiii 
thraM ■aiaiwon 


COMMENT 


To read or not to read 



U nttf rt is read, a book i* only a 
(election of pages defiled by 
primer's mk. Jl has no value to those 
who are nut readers. And most 
people are not readers, parucularty 
uf kterature. Keoplr %"» be drafted 
into the army against their wishes, 
they can be mdoctrinatcd poMkaly 
by their parents, they can even be 
forced to dig graves—but nu man can 
be forced to read a book. N«g that it 
is a heinous crime not lu be a reader. 
Kverv human being has the right to 
remain igni>r«H. But it is downright 
immoral Ui prevent people from 
reading what they want tu read. 
snaich books away from them.. 

'those who occupy the topmost 
posKiont of power may not read too 
many books, but (hey arc certainly 
afraaj of books. *rhey seem tu feel 
that books cocium somcihing ii a 
secret code language whn'h could 
one day oust them from power. Ihat 
IS why people who govern counthes 
wish to confiscate coniroversial 
books. They refuse to learn a fun* 
damenial lessoa uf festury ^Uiat it is 
easier u> bomb city aft^ cuy and* 
destroy them lotdy than to sup¬ 
press one buuk. It is in the nature of 
bodka—(he you try to sup* 

^ss them, the more theyH spread 
like wddive. TB today# nut a stn^ 
book has been succcssfuly sbuv^ 
out of existence. When Uostoevesky 
WM banned n the Soviet Unicn. it 
made him aM the more pcfxjlar. 
Eak Palnuri declared k was fotid* 
den to road Tagore. As a result, (be 
Bengali Muslins made such a odt cd 
reai^ T^Eore'a poetry rod singing 
his songs (hat later whm Bangladeah 
bacapu^ independent, g was a Ta* 
iftire sdig ihB waa choM as the 


rtatwnil anthem. 

The govenunenl of India has dis* 
play^ the same kind of stupidity by 
ban&ing Salman Rushdie's newly 
piddsM novel 7be &KBnk’ Vtr$fH, 
Rgjiv Gandhi ha« mg even bothered 
to read the book. His grandfather 
would at least have done that much. 
And as for Shahabuddln and his 
cohorts, who created all the ruckus 
about banning the book—they loo 
have adnvtred that they haven’t reed 
it. It is only on the beaia d reviews 
that they dKided that there could be 
something object ionable in the novel. 

Salman Rushdie’s book is writien 
in a style that is half*realistjc. haif- 
symbobc. It is i melange of iij^t* 
hearted bidina^ and phibsophical 
exploratiORS which is in keeping with 
modem Merary trends. Ihe story 
moves freely between the realms of 
< tJie past and the future—which ia 
why relevant questions about history 
and rehgnn have been raised, h ia 
true tl^t the IBe of one of the great 
rehgious prophets of the wi^U ha« 
become part of the story, though 
names a^* references have been 
ilnnged. But how does that const!* 
lute eviderKe that ihe laith uf a 
religious commungy has been tre¬ 
ated with contempt^ Is fHith so 
fragile that the mere perusal of 
Iherature will damage it irreparably? 

I'his is not a book meant fur those 
who are religious fcagots* Nor do 
politicians in India io6»y seem tu 
display mudi interest in literature. 
Had Shahabuddin and his pack not 
made such a fuss, this book would 
nu even have been ootKed by those 
wtMi bive no love for IHmture. 
Those Nvho have read Salman Rush¬ 
die's previous books and enjoyed 
them, wik definitely make a point of 
reading this book. *n^ will manage 
to get hold of ii despite the govern¬ 
ment's ban. And orespectrve of (heir 
personal religious cunvicLions. they 
win only e^ the book for its 
literary roeri^ they will not rouse 
the raibble to riou 

At one povK in the novel Rush^ 
writes, .''rrom the besnning i&n 
have used God to justify the unjusitfi* 
abCt"* Many in our country continue 
to do so even now. When shall we as 
a nation becume truly adult? 
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Muzzling the bureaucracy 


W luii Printe* MiiiiHit'r K.ijiv 

\n‘Him hi> nnindh of UiIKn with (ht* 
KHi.fKkJ I list net iiMkn>tniles uikJ odim* 
inrs iM iIk' o>untrv. tlic >tdU'(l pun"^* 
MMs to lirid WAyK to riuiltc tiK* U*nefiis ol 
ad(iuriislr»itKin rr<n*h ilir i'oiiuttoti nvin m 
(he cotihirysidC' It wan somrtiling 
iind j>Mny ihiHitslM ih;M iIk* 1‘now' 
Mijiisl(*r wii'^ <MW(*rc di Iun lo 

the disirici ofTicKils akI Ixirly and 
frarh^ssly ht ihf^ of thr pt ivk\ 

Kui ai k'.N'vt ork< y^'n> sure that 

ii ^'otild only fK arwiilH'r lOitmK'k. AinJ 
Ifiai [HTi4U> IS Jilvifiwai Jlia Azad. chief 
iDinistei of Ihlwr. 11 h‘ wav he transfer* 
led Mnrui) Sriva lava, disirn't nvuas* 
trat** ol Arrah, i> ^dear cvKlefhv of lliai, 
JJia (lirl luii twn care to ask the chk'f 
Mvrclarv lo tell Snva^tavn that N* was 
Ik 'ih)! I nil Inferred. He sent a wirvk ss 
ok'Nstiiitc to the diHtrh't 9U|vnnicndttii 
ol iKilire IhSIM lo ask Snvaslava lo 
viKvitt' his p<isr mirK*dial(dy. 

No doiibl, Azad has iht* power to 
transfer a distrkt inainstraic hut ihi* 
arrotiame and utlet kick o\ propnely hv 
has sliown by efftHtinit H through a 
iliessaKi* llashed to the MSI*, wh<i ranks 
l>ehiw tlw* (lislrKl iiiaphtraie. will he 
Ivinl lo iiuitch, 

SriYHSlava’s fault was thal he was so 
rcHisuenlious an otfH'er tluit Iw (bd not 
allow lu'.il touts and Cori>!resstt} aecnU 
In corinT privcrnnx'ni Ltmiracts, and 
Ihisoffentbxl K. K. Tewan, who had the 
distiiK tHai i«f losm>; Ins central nunrs- 
lership lor hjiviiip abused <*ku» Zail 
Sin^i when he was the I'resKlcnt. and 
itettini; ii tiack for ivi appiitenl reason 
after ZhiI Sinph rein'i^d. HVwari is sup¬ 
posed tfi be (ultiv.itihK Arrah for ihe 
next polls and so is >!rextly mleresled in 
showeriiip p;ilronape in the distncl. 

Kor Azod who has been sent lo 
Uihar by Kajiv ijandhi to “iiunase' the 
next Reneial elecTHais in Kiliar—Snvas- 
lava or, for tlial matter, any oTTvial does 
not miller when ii <*onK‘s to pro«H>(inK 
■parly interesis ”. In fan, he reportedly 
told the Arr^h lawyers* depulanoo. 
pleadinit for the caiwellalion <i( Sneasta* 
va's transfer order, that Tewah could 
Mil ivin Ihe electKm d Srtvasiava con- 
Unuett to be Arrah's district mafdsiraie. 

And his kick of sensitivity can he 
HKltfctl from his remark when be was 
toki that aU tlwit Snvastava had done was 
m\ to allow ih(» money meant to benefit 


thi* ijetifilc lo b)* fniterrd away, AkhI 
said; 'll IS Ihe «»vifnmenl‘s numeW' 
ApiMrently; Ik* is rail even aware that 
the K<>vernnietil kvIS the iiinnev from 
iIr’ I Kiiple ;ind k is suppt ised ti»he spent 
lor ihe jpjod ol tikC' peo^* and rart lor the 
)H*iH*fil of hi> party. 

'Hk* f.Hl tlul thousands of people m 
Arrah priKi sic*d atsuost lk> irmsfer 
M*v‘er>d Ihiovinds srpiatled on railway 
tr>M*ks to xsiH'e their iuijp'r showed 
I lull SnvasUva rs j» exepiMHMl olfK er. 
indeed, his leiniUtKai is such: as (hr* 
velopmrtii ioniniissKtfK*r m Kara la. he 
had earned prwu* In an Iht* then deputy 
l*kirira»|{ ConnusMA i.hMnram, Man* 
molian Smuh. lor his ''nio(k*l work” in 
the inbal area. Hsx*n in his initial years at 
l*atna. he did ptotKerinp work in the 
sixial welfare (h'lumramt. Ikit his re* 
ward lias heon one transfer after 
ara4hi*r. 

Snvastava's case* m a challenge lo 
wlwii Kajiv (tandlii wants to dit'^if he is 
siiK’vre*—m nukintf distTKl adnumsira* 
tiuns responsny lo the piHipkr’s hopes 
and asparatMAs. Word about Snvastava’s 
fate iiKisi have reached other disirai 
nuipstraivs «i the couniry. How many 
anionjt them wdl now dare lodohora*si, 
mdepiiident work kraiwmic lliat they run 
the nsk of offending their poktK al mas¬ 
ters/ Already, distcwi majpsirates and 
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The bdwiMr of H H Tmri and 
Bhapnt Jhi AzatthonM 

wnn way IMIII COMHOIfl 
WwMity - w iw HU iMni 
air«4Mi«oinMMIi4||l 
|M«(lM|Mly,«wHiil; 


<»ihcr ofheers are lending to ^ito alona 
*111 h tile partv in power in altolintf 
pivftHls. iMrwe^er small, ;ind in scltlinp 
LiirI r||»|Hi(es, Now, even keeixn^ awHV 
p:ir1y iihjIs from makniK illeKul iiuHiey 
will hi> instted as indiKivtion iis thi' 
Snviistiiva episode lias slx»w;>. 

IV l*kinmoj( Osiimusshsi Ivis ur^ed 
liK* slaU'S ikX lo ti an*<(er ahk' i'ollectors 
mHii tiK'tr posts tnrul k*ost fiv<* years so 
as to ensure elficrnt impleini*nt;itKMi of 
<h*vel<4>nient:il |)r<ijeclK. The Mmoti 
Inane numsiry's directive is *•< keep 
Ihein in Iheir pmps for M k*:ist three 
years, Kul |H‘opJe like Aaad see nn 
mt'anmi: in six’h exh(4nitM>ns. 

In tail, Ilihar is one of Ok* worst 
stales in this reipird. Accordinp to a 
study, seventy per cint of its IAS 
offkvrs (ltd not siiy in a post for rraire 
Hum a vvar. IV study ;ilso notes tlut 
iranslers are irane frcquenl in nn cK** 
Ikm year. 

The home mimstrv. which is in clvuue 
of the IAS cadh*. slxwld hike a ckisei 
kK>k ai Ihis aspect nf whimsical tninsfers 
under political pn*ssurc if (idirnnistrntion 
at the i^as&rrads level is to improve. 
Most chief minsters do ran warn lo take 
any clurax^s that mishi inhibit the style 
Ihev have come to acquire m sei-vin^ 
pohtK'Hl needs. TIk* stndv says that "it is 
liard to think of a better way lo kill 
ivsnivaiion and enihusiasm thnn by fre* 
queiu transfers, which incapiicitole field 
orKarasalion of Kovenimcnt". 

Nut kKiK 340 . iin IAS offner from 
Karnataka said that his was a tribe of 
lOlines and llwl ’'raerry*fnii8ery)-gi>- 
round of inuisfefs" )fik*s <m continuous¬ 
ly. 'l*hU IS even more true of Bdiar, 
thou^ Maryana is »aid to be the worst. 
fWesI Henipil is said to U* llte k*ast 
afUkied by this disease,} 

The beliiiviour <if fewan and Azad-* 
and others r»f iht*ir type^^Kows that 
what they want is a committed 
bureuiRTacy committed not to any 
vulues or norms but to the Krxid of the 
party, «v4.*n U lhai means indul^dofi in 
nefarious actiyities. 

These are the people who give a bad 
name lo the CociKiessfl). But since Kapv 
Gandhi is dependent on lliem for stq>p<4l 
ajtamsl drasenlcrs in the party, he gives 
them a free rein. In view of t^s, hts talk 
(if justice and development allliegrw^ 
molt level cannot but sound hullowji 
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Banking. Grindlays believes, 
should be one of life's 
conveniences. 

Which is why, while Grindlays offers every major 
service the best iDtemational banks offer, there are some 
specialised services only Grindlays offers. 

Eadi designed to make banking a pleasure. 
Because ^ improving the quality of banking, we 
believe, we a)uld ultimately improve the quality of the 
way you live. 
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W hen Kekoo Oandhy «e( up a 
fuctory for nianulacturinfr pic¬ 
ture frames in the ne^r- 
wilderness <jf Marol many yean« 4 fio. tiu 
one Ihoufdit.he wix^ bee^nie the )(uid- 
nx spirit behind one ti Bombay's clas¬ 
siest art sallenes. But over the last 
years, the name Chemould has become 
belter known lor an eclectk collecban of 
modem Indian painting than for any of 
the frames that contain or enibetksh 
those paintinss. 

Housed wiihn the precmcis of Him- 
bay's Jehanjpr Art (/Allery. the Che- 
muuM celebrated its twenty-fifth 
anniversarv but September with an 
exh^tion <d the vrorks of 17 Indian 
painters wcekinx at home and abroad. 
And both the turnout and the sales 
provided furth^ lUustr^tiun of a recent 
trend—art has become bix business 
even in India. Vht firsi>ever Chnstv’s 
auction iji Indian paintings at the Taj. 
Brxiibay hst December was surround^ 
by an unprecedented degree of p(d>Hcjty 
and rueda hype. So was the receiit CRY 
(Child Rebel and You) exivbition at die 
Jehanipr Art OaHery—even the Prime 
Minister fieh comprted to lime for 
the show in the midde of a packed 
sdiedub. And Uw ChemouM's quarter 
csitcaary too, drew the attention and 
presenc e not merely of the cuKured and 
' the cognoscenti, but also of the 
^moneyed and the gbtterattl 
i Though many may de^re thia 
Lrend—partkubriy the gemaie arc Iqv* 
En and Choee who are on the bottom 
twin <d the cdeciers’ bdder—thoiq^ 
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nianv my M ilut ihv h\pL has 
led to pTHv ta^s wtiKh Jiir wav ab«nt 
tht* leal value ul Uk p.UTUinbN p^nAv 
li^e KcIkk» Oandhy sef <h( evirxni 
trend as loii}{ nveidue Ilk viorv tA 
haid witrk on (he part of a(1isi> and 
Kiillery owner>> has ipvt n art the* sta(u^ rt 
(x^upie» today sass (iandh> 

rw alK (he old diyb whin art had 
a mv.()que tlut few could pinebaU 
Huving art was as much a selei 1 preiu*ss 
as the understanding: fu 
appreciation of art And 
tht^ wIk) did Lombuw the 
jcsoun.es to acquire works 
olart as well as (W desire lo 
do Sc), were few and cxcip* 
tional hankmg majEnale bo 
C owasp iehanjEir was one of 
those He spent between Ks 
7 8 lakhs to build (be jehan- 
jpr Art Gallery m ntemory of 
his son who had died m an 
accident in London Hut 
moneyed thoufsh be was, 

Cowasji Jehangir never 
flaunted the opulent lifestyle 
that soes with art coUectinft 
today. 

**Al lunch, for insunce," 
says Kekoo GsnAv. "aB that 
this merchant prvKe wnid 
order would be an ometelte 
and a bottk o( soda. After 
finahing half the bottle, he 
would put the nurhle stopper 
iMck e the buttle to heve u 
later." U was tk» tNg^y d 
habit that made pvse^ tfw 


JL he main 
purpose served 
by galleries like 
Chemould is 
that they save 
the artist from 
the galling 
expcnence of 
self promotion 
and 

advertisement. 


fflureficeiKc he showed m pubbe lif<< 
Wefl-csiablished artisu Idte S II Ka/a 
(now kvmjE and svwicinfi ni Pan'«) i>wi 
much to him 

I odd vs art uiQector h neither (rupal 
m ktestvle. nor comemed particuUilv 
w It h the undcrstandiniE of srt and artists 
Works of top Indian artists are now to be 
found in the hiMnes of relehntirs like 
Haisli Goenka (wt» plans to liavc a 
ftMirtv at Ins headquarters oi Ceat 
Hha\an> (/uuharan Uas of iYuiter and 
f^ambk Jsolsna Seth of (ireat Rastem 
and llattarai Salpnnkar. the yiHmjt Cfoan 
indusiiiahst Chemcnild’s recent 
anntversarv show wav electrified by lltc 
operations of a jpiiment expuru*r fmm 
]H*Ihi—Indira Dhudv tike a cool 
bu'iinesswoman rnatuns a deal, she fk*w 
in to IhHhbay. bouj^l up a tkiaen 
pamlifuts and vanished once 
attain Unthinkable m the 
days of yure^ 

Ik-ante the* seemuig vul 
Uanly of such a uiMly ac* 
quisilive approach, Kukon 
(iandhy. lav wife Kburvhed 
and daughter bhtm feel that 
ChemouU has made a vital 
contribution to the prcimouon 
(if art for the artist’s sake 
I hey think back to the bieak 
si«ne of the earty Sixties 
wlien the Hoenbay Art Socie* 
tv was beinq frowned upon 

> e a j >wi r eyVivsn Suntfaram 
•Motet art 
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mkKtnvnt. One that you need to 
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by many because it was dommated by 
KHi'Materashtnans. Saks vf art at the 
Jehaneir An Oailery too had dropped 
from Ks l.ftIKOfKI tu less than K$ 
Ki.fiUd. 

nee he had managed to rent <>pace 
there for ihe ({rand sum of Ns 10 
per immrh. Kekoo (landhy kirmed the 
All IndM Ass^iciatKA of Fine Arts, with 
himself as the iceneral secretary. This 
was a bit lA a jiit for the orsanisaiion 
that had domrialed the art scene till 
now - the AH India Kine Arts and Crafts 
of lh;lhi whk'h Itappened tfibc contrutted 
by the art ehic <>f Calcutta. Jfiustnous 
names like Lady Kanu Mukhef)ee Stf 
t 'shanaih Sen. Maulana Aaad and 
llumayun Kabir formed the backbone oi 
this es(ablish;;d society. 

But KekiKi (iandhy was not a man to 
bi* eaHily iniimidated. He foresaw the 
mevitabk power struck and decided to 
iiffi his own reinforcements from Calcut* 
ta. H«’ pot eminent peopk hke Ur 
Niranjan Koy. head ufttw Indian Society 
of Oriental Arts, art cntic Ur U.C 
(ianxuly. writer Sunni Kumar Chatter* 
jee. and others like I'antosh Sen, (nipal 
GhoKh and Nathin Moitra to recojQiise 
his own orffiinisaiHin, 

l,eidtin>ai'y and rvspeiiahifaiy en* 
Hured, (ffludhy liMik the advKc of poel 
umf iTitH' Nissim N^kiel and orfpinised 
an exhibitKin at Uwir frame shop rm 
l'rin(*oss Street, So successful was thi* 
show that the »lx»p ^wcame an importani 
rendezvous lor artinis. "Scientists hke 
Humi Hhabha would come there lookmp 
fur frames and would spend hours talk- 


etO—Sfy CiwnwiW w C»cun» 

iriK (n the artiKts in mv shop," says 
f>andhy. ConversatKins kd lu (Hiymp 
and sellintc. art beitan to acpuire a new 
pnifessMinaksm. and (iandhy bunched 
hiK ictlk-ry Chemould ai the ii^h^nior. 

'I'hc annmTsarv show has been mod* 
csi by many stanibrdH, hut n has Uvn 
true 1i» Ihe spini of the fiallerv m 
reprev'Aiinst the three siafses o1 d( 
velopcnent m modeni Indian art. 'Jin* old 
schiMil wax rvpreseniod by BJKi|x*n 
Khakliar. Tyeb Mdiia md S H. Kau. 
the nuddle sdxioJ hv Vivan Sundaram 
(nephew of an kiiiunary Amnia Sher 
(iill and the new school bv Vijav Shmde. 
In ad, Ihe wurks of 17 pairiers were <ai 
display 


JV mam purpose served by ipillenes 
hlo* Clwinuld ix ihiii tl>(*y xuve ihi* artist 
from the callmij cxpenence of self- 
priNixi'Hin and advt*rusemen(. Ukv in* 
ler|>re(ers, lliev hnii^ out the uniMl's 
work for mspiTtHHi, ii|>|)roval or tens.' 
tkm by the buyer and Ihe pubhe. M.K. 
Hu'xun. for insldm’c. found a venue for 
his iiaiiUines m Ihe Clieiixiulcl lor 'ii> 
years, before ht' shified In MK' IWMe 
(ialery. And m ii was ihe Che* 
iiHNjId that Ix'ld Iht* firsi Huh^mii re* 
inisprclivc. In Ihe early yc»ais. when 
llusam had not yet ai’Quir^Kl (he reinitu* 
leal at hrinit the lop nriist of Ijidia, lx* 
was nn cxpcnsiv^t* proposition lor ;<ny 
salk^ry suk'<* he wax in critisianl not'd of 
irvmey. But irue io thdr commitment to 
the lausc of an. ChtHKiuid stood hv 
(heir anisi. 

When artists in Cakutta started led- 
mit ih(* pireh from i\w \n\v. Sixties 
on wards-social and poliikaj conditions 
noi beim: the nxisi conducive to Ihe 
bourKeiHs processes <i1 buying and sd|. 
mi: ol an for private coikciHms—omi’ 
aitam Chem<Hild actively stepped for¬ 
ward lo help. They inviifd ariists like 
Kikash KlaaitM'harjee to come to Bom¬ 
bay and display their w<»rk«. 1*he Koiiiry 
<iuh aluj suppk'mented ihest' cflorU by 
arranjruie for the artisls* acismunocbiion 
ir Ihe homes of Nutanans. One show of 
mirks hy fianesh J*yne. Sund Das. 
Somnath Here and others itcited a Itital 
of Ks —a not mconxideralHc sum 

in ilxise days. 

Kvvn Ui^y, the link with Calcutta 
rettuuns. And while the an scene is 
exiierxTK'ins the cold silver itnjch of biii 
business, (he warmth and undersiandinA 
between ariisis, promoted by K^llenes 
bke the Chemodd, also continues lo 
bloom —3 testimony to the eftorts of 
i{allery*owT>ers hkc Gtndhy. 

Olia ToMwIamPpy 


(From M10 rtpm) Lady amoAflr. V.V. Oah 

Kmoe Oandhy; wmIm ol aeMovanioM 





if 
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ver the 
last 25 years, 
Chemould has 
become 
better*known 
for its eclectic 
cxjUection of 
modem Indian 
painting. The 
gallery has made 
a vital 

contribution to 
the promotion of 
art for the 
artists' sake 
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ShSrM ttmwrt; (MMI) 

StwtdPiiwiw ihrMWt^d 

i-onsnsmienl U sytilhelK fibre fr<iin 
Ie;4viii2 the plain. I'he Jiite is invested 
with si|?»rK*am'e —r<ir. on 12^ December. 

d 16 year*cild niillh<ind, Kabu 
(jenu, was crushed tii death hy a truck 
catryin^ fiireitm textiles when demoA- 
slnilinM attainsi the iinpurt of fabric. 

joshi s iinpatienie with Delhi's lack of 
rcsfxMise to his foui ^var aiotatiun de* 
iiUFHlintf M'lmineiative pnctrs for cutlon 


The peasoni leader's 

(ifliuuional agenda has fhe 

< hief fninisur Wifrried 

As an nkitiitNinnl siralej<v. 
It must rank as n iiM'iter* 
sirnki'. tine llut caii’l fail 
In iiitch the nx 1 ion's 
attention, tin 12 IWeiie 
fier. peasant k*ader Slur- 
ad Joshi jikins to take tlie 
coiion growers' IkiiiU< au^imsi the synih* 
(*lic lobby to the ^kKirsU^p of itx ii>o»l 
visible representative -Dhiruhhai 
Amhanv On t)uu d^iy. cotton farmers wiH 
ixirdonofi Ki^liance's ^prawlmu industrial 
complex at l^ttalipuura and prevent any 


lint has obveusly UKTeand shandy 
Acklre&smit a farmers’ raffy at KoiLijiur 
(in 2 October, he vxpLinH that 
itanja was chosen bvtauM; kekiirhe is 
tiijse to the Najiv Gandhi jti’^eninieiH. 
He said that Aiiilxini could ms urc advaio 
Ukcs for the synIhetH' fibre .ind yam 
industry by siiiipiv making a jibooi' call. 
Ar^mK llul thi'bi* concessions arc 
Iffanled at the oisi of ihr six Ukh 
colton*tfrowers m Iht* state, lie laine 
down heav*ily 4in the nt*w textile pohi’y, 
whw'h he said ciK’ouraiced tlie ui^ixtcd 
use of syntheik's as aiptmsl ciXion. 

Joshi IS now enKSKod m nukmic 
arranMmK'nts lor larim*rs from the cot' 
ton'prowmk ebstms. whkh Ik* m the 
KaiM^ rejpun. lo come lo I'aiaUanka. 
Saysajoslu sympaihiaer: “Hatalpaiiga i$ 


a lonK way away from Kai^iad. but then it 
is not as far off as Delhi." 

Dhirubhai Amhani is only round two in 
Joshi's ajdtalional aiiendu, Sliirtink 14 
November, the birth dale of Jawalinrlal 
Nelitu (who Joshi refers to as "tlW 
brown sahib who started the itrviit 
Hharai'lndia divide"), farmers will sttip 
the movement of levy suitar from tin* 
(Nioperaiive .siijctr factories. Hie protest 
will hiKhliidii llx* tllekal deductions made 
by the V’UfDtr barons in the price uf earn* 
and detnnnd that the vurinus ei^nst's 
incumsi by canck’rowers to transpun 
and store cane are adeguatfly cisnpeii* 
sated. 

'!%« IS the first time ttui Joshi is 
rallying around the small peasantry to 
confront the su}(ar haromi, KarlK*r. pro- 
tests against the sugar banxis by Joi^iV 
Shelkan SanKhataiin largely ( onsiKied ol 
de mon s l rat ions iH'foru k> >v c i nine nt 
bodies, like the vtla panWod and the 
coUccloralc. Now I he batik is being 
Ukon to tile doorsteps of Ihc' sug.ir 
factoTH's. 

Joshi '9 int'reaMogly ct ml rontat m xm I 
sunre, coming as ii has jusi a yeiir 
before tlw next elei lions, is expected to 
pose a tremendous challenge to the 
three 'nioni h -old I'j wh r k< wernment. 
Already, his Karz Mukli Andolan •' 
under which farmers luve demanded to 
be released from debts through fitmg 
inaolvem y pelitKuis—has caused I'awiir 
a few heaciaches. Abmil two lakb far* 
mers from all parts of the stale have filed 
petitions (involvinR a total debt of Ks 12 
axiresl and the courts aa* in a quandary 
over how to deal with such numbers. 
Joshi expects that the pciitums will 
Rumber one vrore by next Uciober and 
daims that they will become an impor- 
Unt issue m die next elections. 

Kctf his part. I’awar has ridiculed the 
Kars Mukti programme uf the Sanghata- 
na. He has appealed to farmers not tu 
lose their self'respect by filng insolven¬ 
cy petitions. He has also pointed out that 
nsotvents will not be eligible for further 
loans from banks and cooperative 
societies. Hut Joshi's ability to rally 
around the farmers has more than de* 
monstrated his popularity amongst 
them. Says the peasant ka^r "Pawar 
wiH have to decide whether he is with 
Kajiv Gandhi or the farmers of Mahar* 
ashtra. because the interests of ilte 
farmerx and those of Kajiv Gandhi are 
not the same." 


KMATtS tIOEHM 






Arresting 

news 

Will A itinderpal Singh s 
c apiitre rei’eaf nvw truths 
uhout Mrs iiamlhi's 
assassination.* 

I'hv ATtiiil 4i| A(ItiKk*i>il 
Sinch. lliv .l)-year*old 
|irv>^iU tiK’ klvilist»n 
l.lUi’miioii ()runmMtH>ti 

(KUh m l^iiktla. rrprr* 
scnt^ twift' i\m >uHi a 
nui<ir l'riMMhn>u>tfi htr 

the secuntv lorccs m It a 

r<»rthc Si)eajl HVjiu 

(SIT) I'dnsUtutcrl to iiiguire ini'» the 
Ilf Mrs (fHIKSt). MeMk d bv 
ivumi iHSoilirvi S. Aivinirm SITIkis 
lM*et) working all obint: mi (hr pri'iiiiv* 
I fiat (he consptnK'y lo Mrs 

IrHndlii involved iiisiTv than (u»i h<t 
killers Sat want ai\^ Ikmnt Siiigli. 

AcyorOiiih! «»TfftKv and SIT .s<*urrev 
AUinduipai SiokIiS oiitMiHJii tniD lemir- 

Mil coHKidrd with Ills ii«i'tc5l III assis* 
singling Mrs<iondhi. Sinid^. wliowiirktsl 
as n pri'Ss su|vniUeii^n( with (Ik* 
tii<jn'tid» oewsiuitH^r in Mhdixtl. hr\.iiiM’ 
a liankore icrrnmi jfter i»|Kro(Miii 
iUvKslai. Ill June 1^W4. \W 
llbai Anink Sin^di as (Ik* ;iir>«K*nt of iIk* 
All Indui Sikh Suulenis 1 cder.ilHUi 
(AISSK) and Mter rnsned r< sixNisihihty 
loi Hr July hij<ick m tlr Irnkm 
Ail lines p(<iiH* In Kardcln. It vw annincl 
this time tlwl he made enntSKi 'Mth 
SinimnjH Singh Marm. the l<*fnKT ll*S 


BmM 8 lngl>; *Mit mW AtlMdtrp«l> 




AtiMwpal Wngn plonM » kWliM 


iiffu'ei wlm rt’Sitffied hi prolcsl .igamst 

OfittHtHin Kluestai, 

III Augusl 1^. AkhmSciimI Sttigli » 
tx'beved In have pkxit'd lo a^sassirMU* 
Mrs finridhi kIhi> she visited Kanpur in 
iMkIress » v^MisvntHHi iX (lie Tilar 
l’r:Kle>«li Cmiuresmll Cnminidee. ^Ih* 

Nv.is In he stvx h> a N^^Xitsts aletl 

Nvea|HMi with lek'voiiK si>dU'' IwH llr 

tiKisjNnRV was t alk'd oil Un tek tX o 
sutlnl4(' gull. 

nH’UM'Hlmn llui eiu(we< Uh* imrsn- 
lilting iigeiKles is In what < xteiil Altin- 
<ier|ul singh w.is inv'n|\«*tl in the irfni 
luKthvd by I Want Sinidi It is rel^diiv 
kimwii ihal he was kepi liillv •dHi^ast <i 1 

tik* ciais(Mtoiy III ilk’ Imnrr l^ne 

Mmisler's irsHkiHi* :iihI was in Inuih 
with llraiit Smell- He uImi IwrI M'vvral 
iiieeluucs wi(Ji S«rit;iii|i( Smgli Miiiiii m 
Cakvlhi and Hhnpal. 

’J>ie (xdy nbslw li’ wl»'h prevrfHs SIT 
frifli) MixibiiiiinK AiiiiKli*niid Nngli and 
Mann in a !ki|>|)b*nH’ntarv'< li:iigcs]Kt’1 is 
lYuil It lias Iwen alile In link llkiii with 
IIk’ mber ii]A!4>iralirt> niilv Irlnie llie 
Gandiu nss;i«i^vitHMi, A day hr hue 
tlr assassHatun. Smidi irossed nser 
into I’akisliii^ whi re he triiined Skh | 
voulh m (lie i»e iX anus hir a ^oi^ile nf | 
years. He returned to India several l 
iBites though, usuallv slaying m llir [ 
liolden Teni))le and mastennuidinx ler- 
riKist aKai’ks. These we sud tii hk lude 

the February* Masts in (hslnci 
cuun$ in different parts ‘A liu^. the 
attaiHi (A (lie Harvana Kuiidwavs hus a( \ 
Panchkula in August die same year and , 
the eapkiscAS in Delhi that (oAnwed ! 
suun afters * 

It was m F'ebnjary* ihis year that he 

founded the KLO after merging tlie 
Saffrons Tiger Force (STFh the Kan* 
greta Force IKF) and the KhohsLan 
Aimed Force <KAF). 

Singh’s arrest im 3 October, akmg 
with his secretary I'aninijit Stngh, by (he 
hmiab police may provide fresh evi* 
dence in (he fndra GanAi assasMnaiion 
case. His interrogatKA c<iul6 weH reveM 
(hit the conspiracy nm much deeper. 
IVtaMsrMewMlf 


All worked up 

9um.vmam ,\laar 

The campaign to secure a 
'fair deal" for unemployed 
youth threatens to intensify 

Is Crujarat going Assanr» 
way.’ A (juvstioi) many 
pnliiicdl obserw’fs m the 
state are asking after the 
vigorous 17’Hay camiiaign 
launched hy the yiHith 
wing ol I he Hharatiya 
Janata Vuva Mnrclu {HJVM) • (lie vtiuth 
Wing of the liliarniiva Janatn f’liriy 
(hjl^-io *‘svnwc 4 lair deal for (the 
iiiaMiriiyj Gujaraiis''. C«ill<'d (rujarst 
Nyaya Abhiyan oi "Ciinipaigri to S’vk 
JvisiH’v* fiv Guyarai", il waii itkii'nHibly 
I limit’d at chetkirg the giiming nuinlxT 
I <il non-<*u)arati'v emploved m central aiv) 

' '<t.ile undertakings as well as priviitv 
OHiipaiuen m*i up with tfK* help of 
goveiTUiK'itl nhiocv. 

AiWirdingto Hharat Hur<il, president 
of the lIupTHt HJYM. hn> organiiuitU)n 
hati lieen fighiing i<i sev ure h hnr deal Cor 
(iugirati )iib*hunters for almost a yvar 
ric»w and iIk' call for a siaiewuie catn* 
paign was a response to itw uigiiigof (he 
}obk>ss youth, who have run out of 
riaiienve. (Tfiea* are 12 lakh im^tn* 
pit»ved men and wiMneri n*gisleriHj m I he 
slate's finpJoyiiK'nt exchanges: uf them 
S.K lakh are educated.) 

Ihinng the 17*day stir, Karol urga* 
nis(*d about a ihousand sit i^el'Corner 
iiK’eiings in most towns of the stale as 
wv(l as gaihenngs <ni college campuses. 
'IV KjYM’s effort In ’’apiifise the yuulh 
iA (he Seriousness of (he siluahon" 
ended with (V holding (>f a convention of 
5,(Jim youth and a mass signature cam* 
paign on 1(1 October. On the next day, a 
memorandum submitted \o duel niiius* 
ter Anursmh Chaudhary threatened thai 
Ihe agitaiH>n woukl be intensified^- 
through hkxking trafCK* on roads and 
<Jisru|Kmg oil supplies to (he slate’s 
rc’f»nenes, etc.—if the siluainm is not 
redressed. 

Harot argues that Gujaraiis and Gu* 
jarati'speaking people are oiider* 
represented in public* si*ci or underrak* 
mgs like ONCC. IPCI. and goviTTimenT 
organisalxAs like ibe income-tax depart- 
ment and customs, "Ninety |ier cent of 
the IAS offict'rs in Ihe slate are ntA- 
Gujaratis,” he clnims. 

Karut'i views are echoed by many 
trade union leaders, who have com* 
plained (tine and again of the step* 
motherly treatment meted out (o Ou- 
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The politics of caste 


Ameralnh Chaudhary: coping wflti parocWat 
acntmant 

pimiks IT) pnvAic r<»o^|V)nies llnpix’vd by 
the :ttH(L* j|(>vernnH*nl. 11 h* Hiirty. 
the m»in jnoupinK—cspccut 

iy state prcaKkrit Clmniin lintel—has 
rj<ten with ChBudhary Uir a 

better deal for )iibk*K'' Oigamtis. Jf Patel 
IS to be hi'licved. even peons are 
brousht in front plnc’cs like Kae Kareb 
and fiehradun on politknl recoiiunencb' 
tkm. 

Harul IS kc^en to ebrtry that the 
nv)V(>iiienl m not parochial and ihal it 
aims Hi aHSistiiiK all those irrespective 
of oatKMwIity—wht> luve resided in the 
stale for tiK’ past IS years, tn the past, 
the KJVM has ljumi effipH's, held de* 
men si rat ions outsule DNOC and other 
public-sector undt'rtaksnes and orga¬ 
nised "runs for jobs ’. Kui what won ihe 
nwst applause was Ihe fomuiKin of the 
Kofgar AdhAar Sanph. Ihe volunteers of 
which luive already colk*cted the scjcna- 
lures of one lakh H>bli*s4 (>ujarali youth 
all uver the slate. 

'ITie drive luis Iwd an iripatt on the 
stale Ko^cnimcni (t has stWKhI a* 
fonniiinm lrf*ni gtivemnieni undenak- 
iiips and organisations 1 HI tin* percentapB 
of {oijaraliH each eni^ikivs "(hue we 
have Ihe St alls lies, we will know 
whether the siiuatHm is as alarnunp as it 
is made out to be." says one bifdi* 
rankffiB oflUSal. K«venih, the Kov'em- 
men I insi rut ted llio dnel Sivtetary and 
some oC her t' >p i officials 1 1 > mslrurt heads 
of stale-run orsamsalMms to Ris’e prefer- 
oni'e lo tiujaraiis for jobs. 

liul Barot is not satisfied. "Every* 
thiin IS slit! (Ml paper and Gujaratis 
contmue t<i run from pi^br tn pnst fnr 
jobs in even cLiss three and class four 
cate^iories," lie says IV KJYM seems 
unlikelv to ('all f»ff its agitation and the 
nK>v«ii>eni may well gather momentum 
in the d:iyH to come. Whether it wil 
jrroNv min a fuN-AedKed Assam-type 
a0(mi»n is. of. (‘oun44sa inaiter loo early 
to iHH'ciilaie on. 

MehMh Trtvodl/Ahmsrfihie 


Violence inspired by the 
Vfinniar Sang/wm nx'ks 
the stuff 

Hw campaign bundH*d a 
year ago by the Vanntar 
Sanglm. to secure 'US 
per cent reservatinn in 
government jobs and 
^ucafional instilutiuns 
for the community. Ins 
taken violent turns time and again. Last 
fortnight, a dash with Hanjans near 
Madras cily resutted in a man being 
chibbed lo death. 

'I'hn has been fofluwed by a spate of 
vmlent badents. (>n 3 October, puhie 
had to open fire on a StHt-strung mob of 
Vanniar arsonists near Vyhjpuram, who 
undeterred hy tear-gas sheRs had set 
fire lo a kirry and stoned a poke convoy 
on the Madm TirucIa highway, injuring 
twenty pohcecmm m ihe process. Ten 
agitalKUttsts alsn received buHei mjunes. 
’IVaffic was disrupted idien huge frees 
were chopped and placed across the 
road by Vanniar men. 

'llie same evening. vMilence erupted 
ui the Vanniar doiiMnated bouth and 
North Arrut nnd Chinglepul distmts. 
Declared the slate Gtis’emir's adsiser 
G.V. Kamaknshna: ’No fresh modents 
have been reported saice Tuesday (4 


October) evening. ..except for some 
stray attempts to set up roRd-blocks." 
The situatiun. according to him. had 
become near-normal, three days after 
the violence near Villupuram. 

Hut reports from the districts told an 
entirely different story. The Vanniara 
had sH fire lo 7(1 Karijan bouses at 
Agaram village near Virudhachalam. 
Says Tamil Nadu inspector-general r»f 
pulke (law diid ordur) K.K. Rajasekaran 
Nair who ramped in Tmdivanam iu 
supervise police anion aimed at fuelling 
tJic vHileflce: "We have in al Liken into 
custody 90 men u> South Arcot district 
and fifty more in ViSupunim for indulging 
in vioteni'e." Vehicular traffic ban h^n 
restored and nKibik* patroUing orgjiijsvd 
m certain villages i^ntified as "sensi¬ 
tive". 

'flu* genesis of the pri‘s«nt round of 
viofence lav in the poll-boycott cull given 
by the Sangham lu protest government 
inaciHxi on the demands of their com* 
nKiniiy. whwh ronsiilutcH |>er cent of 
Ihe slate’s 50 million population. Consc- 
pucnily. no iiohiical party was allowed to 
hoist flags or addieKH meetings in Ihe 
Vanruar domifvited areas. The Dnoida 
Munneira Kaxhagam (llMK) w'hs espe* 
ciaHy marked out for harsh treafiiKmt. 
Says Sangham president and fonner (AS 
officer S. Subrainnninm; "’llie DMK 
government had done great mjustii'e lo 
our ciNnmunhy and we cannot allow that 
cart y 1 o come to power onre again. “ But 


H«lfan 


burnt by Vanniarv; —vietone* 







lor all ihal ii a ConKr«s$Oi (Uk. 
hoisted by the I’undicheny health mini6* 
ler at Thiruvalambadi village, about I7t> 
km »iuih of Madras^ which wa^ pulled 
down by Sanftham activists. I’he police 
had charged the miscreants and hence 
(he arson. 

Subramanirini. however, denies the 
entire isKideiu. He says the Sai^^ham is 
not overly concerned about the Cun* 
gressti). "because it has ou mass 
strength. It is not a party to reckon with. 
Our boys are bent upon removing only 
the DMK Aags." He further aHegen: 
'*The LiMK is instigating the llanians to 
attack us." 

hut eyewitness and pobce accounts 
have It otherwise: the* Vanniars beini! 
made out the villains o( the piecv. 
Karijan leader V. Halasundaram dvman* 
ded thal .Sangham leaders be jaded under 
the (joondas Act (which empowers the 
KovemnMmt to mipr^aon pctiple lor Ihc* 
maximum penod ol a year wiihout tnali. 

WhHt IS most minguing is the gtivem* 
inont iii«u.*txm m tins regard. Asks ItravU 
da Karhagam (()K) general secretary K. 
Veeriimani: "*l*hcro is no pnlmcal in* 
terference, at least overtly, now that 
there ia (iovx^mnr’s Kuk*. S> wlut 
prevefllH tlK‘ pi^lice ind the adimmstra* 
tion Iroiti ti'king cflcctive sieps lo sir^p 
this Violence. ” 

The government has haswally two 
options lu expkirt*. Kilhcr i1 can view 
this as H social probk'mand call Sangliam 
leaders to negtitiale Ihoir denuiixls, or it 
can treat it as a simpk* law and order 
problem, to be dealt with by »lern pobce 
action. 


Gadgil gets to work 
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7'he Congress gencrai 
sccrvMrv begins affhting 
suggestions ftt restructure the 
party's and 

progratwnes 

kiptffls ol committees 
Mi up lo usher m Imsic 
(dianget in party furuiHin* 
ng. polHV and iH'jgranv 
mes have a noOHaus 
Iwhd of gaihenig dust. 
Ilw most reitid case 
biiiig the lute id the lepirl subiiiiUed by 
the lima Sliankar Ikxil lonumllce. 
wlKti looked into (In* nucUHm tA 'ixtgus 
nieiniK’rships” in the Congress party. 
Cymes fiH*l iliai the rrcianmendatiunH ol 
tlw riH'enlly iMmAtiiuled. five* member 
core Kir>u|) headed hy V.N. (iadgil to 
rrsiruitiirc the poksM^s viH progranvnes 
id (hi' party wd go the '^nie way. 

hut tkidgil. who staged a ptAlral 
oKiiehmk a*> AiCClli geni'ral secretary 
lolhming his uncerenaMWHJs exit frum 
(hi' inlonnadon and bnxidiasting mints* 
tiv m (Moher 'Mi. remains I'heerluly 
o|gimni(K. Already hundredsirf sugges* 
Ik in'* have liegun pouring m from party' 
nwn. xrane from s4*nKN incmberv. 1l)e 
<omnii(ii*i* wiB also prowk' a pladcirm 
Uh grassi oots workers to an their views 
•m issues of nalamal import afwir. 

liadgd IS to he assistt*d hy Vishvipt 
IhKhvijii Smgh. t*awan Kvaiur KansaL. 
Javanti Naiaraian - all Kajva Sabha mem¬ 
bers and Mrs Ambika Sum. the gla 
moui.girt of (he Saiuay f«aiKlh» era and 
former general secretary of Cun- 
gress(S). who returned to thi* party fold 
(w’o y'cars hack 

Wliai kind of restrudunng does (iad* 
gil have in mind? Kour concept ^~dein»- 
i.'nn-y. secularism, soculhun and plan¬ 
ning—are lundiimenial to the party. 
Gadgii feels. "We are'ntg changing 
concepts, llie conienLs these con* 
cepts—whether they require any 
change after 40 years—is stanelhmg w'e 
are exploring.** he says. 

In August ths year, tiadgil met Kajiv 
ttamlhitodiscus;' the dilfcrenl probk*ms 
facing the party. "He asked^ me to 
prepare an aclKm ptan.** Soun after¬ 
wards. late <ine night, lie wassumnnKied 
ti) Kacc Course Koad. Several AlCUh 
general secreianes were ahu oresent. 
"IV I'rime Mmrster asked me whether 
I wuuU he mterested AI were entrusted 
with this task U hnahsmg the party's 


p4Hies jnd prognmimes as AiCCdi 
general secreUry.” And so the itiniinii* 
tee caJiie into being. 

(jadgil i'xplama that ihc conimittoi' 
will locus un four nuiin Iht'nx'S. vi’hk'h 
hav'e bii'n subjects of healed debate in 
recent AICClli sponsored Heminars and 
diMUSHKHis, 1*hese are: electoral re¬ 
forms, l^^V'llayaU Kaj. party organrsa* 
Uoii and eionoinK’ programmes (or the 
2(l'|>uini prugiammvl The All India 
C<ingn*»s CiNiuiultee will have four 
sessions in different parts of the country 
bi'fore (he general elei’tions and each 
wiD be devoted tu <ine of the four 
themes. The first one. scheduled to lake 



V.N OaepKiepiknlallc 


placi* m Nov'cmber. will focus txi elector¬ 
al reforms and the last, which will be 
held on 14 November tPandil Nehru's 
liNKh birth anniversary) in Allahabad. 
wiH form the basis of the party’s elevHion 
manifesto. 

Work K un m Kid swing to c'4late 
suggesikicis on electoral relorms, the 
first lopic (gi (ho agenda. 1'he ITinie 
MkhaIit hmself in taking keen interest 
in the ctimnultet'* 

Vishvgit I’nthvijit Singh, (he (lorlly 
Kajya Sabha member who is rtn • llie 
ciMivnitlct*. claims that it eminirages 
u'orker partKipatHm m the pariv’s poli¬ 
cies and prugranunes. " I'he whole idea 
IS to niak^ them feel they have a key rote 
to play. T^y suggest electoral refnmn. 
Wc leU them 'OK. tell us how to do it*. 
We tcnmmiiiee members) are just post¬ 
men. We irdect ideM. cudate them and 
send ihem tu the Congress Wurkmg 
Cienmiitee. Or get an idea fr<Nn the 



C*VVC iinfl luss ii U> Ik 

wtirkt'ia fijf Snij^L 

To him* ili<> oMiunitU'i Imih' 

\icMkM, (trHl>0! sioir** l)uil hxit tUnu 
HUMUS S(lk.'k!«*'>lH>lls l»V Ilk’ t'liV 

IMMI LoinnklvsKM) t.11 ftlt»nilS. 

KU^iNhoMS uinU- In* (MiIuv 

r< |Hkrl ol ihr AIL 1.111 crcHip <h> i'Iia Hm.iI 
rHomis ill Hu* inviKlv Ivki \k'ork-b<i|> 
(li, 7 S*|U( inhrri in lirlhi .iml ;i iwni* 
IUi’IkiAaI k' miimiiImms >•{ tk li.nkil 
t'nminitk'i' .iiMhsjn^ ikfrlriil i*i 

lUv rkAhnnl hki* (Ik* i>Av nl 

nunK'V [xuvri, vnirr li^l aiiiu.k v. |iHi» 
kMiiA iMHt mmhhi'' rniKkiiU V vh ,, 
1 mm* k*i*n «Hi itLiU'fi li> ;ill rlu I'l.uk'sli 
( Mhurr'iS I (iliHUltU I's 

Most nl iIh* I'kkIHi Li«u- 

niiiioi'S ll:>^l* iiliiiuh st<Tir in llu*ti iv- 
^JnlTs <M1 Ilk' UXi'tM lIl^UKsHHI*- IHI 
Hni<kMl rvlornw TIk* I'HiuniiUA* win 
kllliinil ll> lin;il rv|kM( In lU' I iHi^Tnss 

VS nrkMUj LninimUM* bv 5 IMiJur. vivv 

fi.'kkti. AUi'i dial, (lie It HI mull rc ^sill 
HlaM vviiikihu nn < c<HVMnh' pM»>?.iiii 
\w*‘. lUo siiliU'il ol Uk* AlCCld *««*s 
KKHi, ^Ik'diiUnl In h«* hnlrt in Kfbniiirv 
nrxi yviir. 



Um« Shvnkir DliH: will Gad^ll'C r*parl fmwt 
Iht 

1'Ih* p<>l>lir.i! T^ipiilk'uik**' 4^ Ilk* i'tnn 
inilu*i* iu*s in tlk I<k’I that it |>n*vKlt^ a 
fnrtini lor Con^n ''snmn (li^*MitisfK*il <ih- 
iHii ikirtKiiiar pro^raniim s <»f iht* (kirtv. 

and di<aissnnw h;ivr so inr 
lM*i'n MHiliiU’fl to the Cih>ku*s> Working 
C<Hiumlu*f and Uic AlCCih,’* p«j*f>ls ihjI 

n von III III I o<> rn<*nibHr. N<kv iIh* l>mh 

cniluikand si.H>nw lo lu* rt'.ili'*iii>* Ilk* ik*t*il 
In invulvn liAVi*r k*vi'l k'orki*i‘*>. Hitki'. 
(h«' uvi*ni M*ncs <il workslku'i'*. *^*ini 
n.irs and tlk* irvriluui tU tlu* l••td>!ll 
(i>nuniili.‘t*. Itut will lh(* (irtHiUM* nt 

( loi'innl r(*(nnns, tu’tmiHUk ii^ildi. vU 

rmiiiiin nnlv .i prikiii^* ' 

PilraMili* Chttl«rjM ’ N 4 w PWM 





AIR hijack 


Kitnntulifiu tK iivisis atfUurv 
/he Jian^itlrtre suuion <fl AH 
Itufiit HaJio 

HinW) butfs klm limed bi 
In I he iuirly murmnn 
l>riwrti>(sl n( AkdUh^ani 
Kwitc»hH\' on i (K lobvr 
were iii (or a ruck* ^hoik. 
Suddefll). the (irrtb’ 
ftnrOhua pmttrumw (ol 
ili'viHHiral iniisH'l wimi ol( Ihe air to be 
rt*|da«vd bv mUi lhiub sloKan» and 
i 4 |k‘ivlH*s. Il was only iituch birr I hat 
lhi*y recked what twd h.ippencd. Ac 1 iv< 
isis ol ihi* K.iiui:i(td Kan(MilK*era Vmh-. a 
milMani pro-KannadiRa outfit, iuid 
btiAni BJio ilie A(K station and taken 
ciHriml ol Ihi' annouiK‘iT*s labin. ’(lie 
skitbins M ml mut'd I<n a full 111 nonulo 
and were slopped only after the pribte 
ariivcd Kilhiwin^ the Akash\*ajH staff 

simunoniiiK fiHp. Jlie mimderk k*eTe 

an<*stt*d and tharKerl wflh unlawful 
assetiiblv. aniM'd lUtMity and irespas* 
sinfc 

*llie wlivisls xamed enir>* to ihe 
nnnouiH'er’s eabm by jumpmn oeer the 
but'k waU. inakirnt tlK'ir way to the cabin 
ihrouidi n maze tk oimdim. They Mik 
cfurisf Mller triehl 4 *ni(iK »l^fl nwmhers 
liv br.mdibinfiK toy Run^ bkv bombs and 
real knives. 't 1 v pubte believe that Ihe 
opt*ratH>n otvi'd its success to the tnsidu 
irdiuiaition (tfiivided by K.S.N. liuwda. 
an AIK proitrainme nffieer and I'ade 
ehii'f. wh«> was affluAji those arrested, 
(iowda, hrm‘e\‘er. says he was not 
hkoInvO and poMs out he was not even 


Akaanveni. Mn^iora: itr 9 ac or KaiviMa 
•eOvlttf 

present oi^ ihc dav the iiuuient took 
]ibce. 

lliis was not the first Unie Oud 
Kannada activists captured the uuvern< 
ineni im*dui to viMce tl>eir<ibieclinnK. On 
lnde;)cndcnce Uay in IW. thi' citizens 
of iianjtalore could nut watch forimr 
Prune Nlmister Indira Gandhi addressiiiK 
I Ik* luixm on *J'V as mcnibt'rs nl the 
Wnlvfs awJ Artis I es CiuiW sneakctj into 
the oflice of Ilk* Klectrxitv Hoard :iikI 
cut (iff ptiwer. 'J'elecast was also dis* 
ruplrd on 31 ianiwrv this year, wlien 
aniidlirKb at'inisls lix ked out IkKirdai * 
slum staff iind cut sluirt tlx* screening ol 
the telesenal H-vmyM. 

Kui it IS nni onlv (he (liivli queslion 
whH'h biuliers ilw Pade. Il >ils<> 
ot^is 10 the fact Hut 'ramilians and 
other 'outsiders* obiaiii employment in 
the slate while hundreds of Kannada 
youth remiun uneiiipli^yed. After the 
initdenl, C*uwda lieki <1 pi ess confei'cnce 
wlK*re he threatened (u sel (ire to (he 
eiiipk^yiTK'iU exchan^. 

(kiwda's militant posture was de* 
feoded by noted literary crilk'. I’rolessor 
L.S. Sesha^ri Kao, whuisan executive 
cummiltee member of the Writers and 
Artistes Guild. He says. "The idea of 
breaking imo the AJK station and bn>ad- 
castinjt skigans may st'cm ^lekin^. but 
It IS unfuriunate thai it has become 
necessary." 

Threatens Gourdat “if Ihe central 
kovemment ^ils to take corrective 
Steps tu safeguard the interests of 
KannadiRas. the Kanadheera Kade will 
cxmlmue with its sabotage work m 
central government officea." 

Wifi government take his threat 
seriously? 
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Electronic warfare 


India and Pakistan are 
outdoing each other to equip 
themselves with electronic 
weapons,but will these he 
effective in actual combat? 

India and l^akisi^n are 
racing in equip Iheir 
armed forces mth new* 
fangled elect nmir warfm* 
weapons. Bui how effec* 
hve will these bits ul 
sophisticated ayslenis be 
during actwil warfare? In the Iran liaq 
war, aircraft equipped with the iiiost 
sophisticated electronk sensors failed h> 
locate each other and most air liatiles 
were conducted visually and with ain nft 
tearing into each other in the okl dog- 
fiidn mtKSe. Will the stor> be wiy diffe¬ 
rent in the aerial war between Pakistan 
and India? 


dranutkaUy speed up decisuA-malimM 
arai IS touted as beir« respunsihk* fur the 
Ihikislan air force s success in slicMdinK 
down iw<i Afghan air force planes. 

Indians, iiw. arc not far behuid in 
(he field. As br hsaii as n 1^74. the 
Indttii girvenvneftl rev’caled an jinbi- 
tKHis Adges progrruivne - the plaji en¬ 
visaged the setting up <4 an air defence 
ground envifr«menl system* all akmg 
the country s borders. Krom january 
ltl74, prndtA'lain of indigenous atr de 
fence equipment sinned at the lUiaiat 
Klectromcs Ud*s Carton at (iharwbad. 
India began instalhng high |Miwcred 
radar r>f Italian design And more recent¬ 
ly, 'naimsun-CSK »i( Kramv was nm- 
tiailed for the supply ol at leasi f^ur 
three-dunensKHtal radar sUtans and the 
constrvi tion under bcenre of five nuTe 
* such stations. The Indian air Cone has 
talked up these radars (o lenirahM'd 
commands in the same manner as the 
bilacs system. The Adges system is 


. V' ' ' . • 

ii—I 

a tiM eft during • prictle* Irtareepdon 
Air force jNanners in both the coun- 
iries think it wdl. And they have been 
buying up whatever systems they an 
lay tl^ hands on. Pakistani air force’s 
pride is the Sdacs system: a second 
generation computerised system for 
locating, idcntifyiig and tracking enemy 
aircrafL This syslem was discarded by 
NATO in 1978 and instated in Pakistan 
four years ago. This n essential^ a 
computer-controlled communicates 
system (Ivt links radars to a centralised 
command where a real lime' radar map 
if displayed. The syitem is supposed to 


fniMien': rials el dwart le ch nelcgr 
larger and far more elaborate than 
anyltoig l*akistan can muster, chiefly 
because the Indian ^ogramro envis¬ 
ages mdigmus produetkio instead 
expensive imports. 

But aO the^ expensive radars might 
not count kr much during actual combat. 
For, both the Indian and the PakisUni air 
forces know the shortconiutgs of coa- 
veftUonal radars, spedficaly the 'blind 
sone' created by the curvature nf the 
earth. Because ot thia. cnoM air forces in 
the world have developed! tactics of 
flying tato enemy territory last and low. 


barely a couple u( hundivd niciri's over 
tree-top level. I'hc only way mi sptit 
such low-flying aircrnfl is to iiv«uni 
look down’ r^dai <mj other uuurfft. This 
ts one reas<Mi why l^ikisian lus \)ivn 
danajunng fcjr the AWACS. 

It the long range radars arc going 
ti» bv aWe to sped citemy intruders. :iu 
defence wiH largely beciHiu* the respim- 
Mbility <*f close-in missile sysiems Irtjni 
the S«»viet Urw«i and most of these arc 
gwded to their target by fire-rtnitnil 
radars. Kwn the American surface-ii> 
air nus-idrs with P:ikisian are similarly 
guKkd Some of the missik-a have mfra- 
Tfd hnnung systrtw that guide the 
missile during Us terminal stage to the 
hot am raft engines. 

Both radar and inliiered guided mis¬ 
siles can be ciHifounded. Mr^si attack 
airi'ralt liKlav arc fitleil with electrons: 
counter-mcasuri* iKCM) devices. Tl»ei*e 
higNy expe nsive ai>pi* ndages - called 
ix)d»—fitted onto aircnift cHniunu into 
frequences nf radats and then emit 
electronic noise to 'jani* the enemy 
radars. Pakistan, for instance, has fitted 
AMMUl-KCM pods ihi some of its 

airaaft. 1 V|x>dcan 
he re-programmed 
for spi'CiPc miHSMin 
requinsnenW and Us 
digital computers 
help 111 .‘inalysing 
radar threats and 
dllecting an opii* 
niLiiik fainniiiig prog* 
raintiH*. The Indian 
air f(»rce tiKi has 
equi|i|H*d itself with 
similar gadgets. 

Kvfii infra-red 
gunlHMce systems 
can be confused hy 
heal flares. All the 
sophisticated elec¬ 
tro ime warfare sys¬ 
tems. radars and 
nvssiles can nl best 
make life difficult for 
pilots hut not 

(n^ossible In the next air battle, both 
Sides wiH try their best at the very start 
of hostilities to knock out eadi others' 
radar and other electrc^ warfare sys- 
t»ns throufd) the use of anti*radiatk)n 
mssiles From ihaT «t;)ge onwards, it 
win be warfare in the old style. Even 
speed vni not matter much. For. pilots 
cactfMg fly at speeds of more than about a 
l.UU) kilometret per hour during attack 
and interception phases. What will mat¬ 
ter is tlv agility of the aircraft and the 
pikrt's HulL 
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CONVERSATION 




The man 

India’s economic 
policy 


/1/Mn^sr j Ih’V) iti ht^ wns 

Iht* imM nuin ouf. <i itttassvnmn 

ItnUfHSHUMf •K\'in}ymfi t»w t>i 1fk‘ iijija/ 
/Mmc’rTu/ ofCKvs ri tU- aHUftiy. h>f 
tiHiM Yt'iint. ihnnsnii iwiH/tt mk/ 
(‘tuuiiif. t^r hn}inlJ:ifMi sun’is’iihiii I'hk'f 
;n/v»s<*/ lht‘ {‘mm fUsiKv 
tmmiiv. AihI i>i J-ftin iM mrf 
siinn^’ hilt ht' fnx'Mtihd. 

I frJiiLin k'.ivt'n mi ftk- vnti i»f 

(KU'bf'i Ut nutvt* <>n fi* iK' 

:iihJ ihi‘ Uuvnuilimuil Mutk larv Fund 
(iSfFi luhinf lUii muiv tti iht’ i1utw>' 
fm fniik^d bnnti i*.K*r>/ f/N*jj»r«f 
wwvs ri llk‘ tiiumi’v nHiasiry 
.itc rnt’iTTsjbikv 

fiHVRn/.s Ur' e\'i»kHiiy and induain vr 
t>firikvf;tr. wiNik-irt be IhcuMiK'.tgnn 

TUf ftid xik*>d i>l ilkHight ahimi s 
/ki/K/a-mi iA’MAs/ ;«k/ npd atyk' nf 
(’i'oiicKiMc wliK’h tfr Jjhn 

Ndienteif. uxtiy :ftnnd.< dt^iredned- 77)e 
iw/Jit' th*‘ M'fnm i» tntelHitem 
indirect i'lHJlnJ (IkiI j’.jfArr //vin 

(VurifM'/s <s'<MRN)w litr*YS Ut fiir»v<’m Ant* 
tv;f/l fKfOrRU/ <VRr^ M?W* M 

mrked .</»/! «i I hi’ un'dunt* id fun cm- 
ijUVJf inti llu’ cTiRKirm. ;m'H' 

R)/rrRf/v(“i /iv* ipdu>ii V mxi .1 rii’u* rmcirf 
oi mmiviiin cnes>~ 

(hie ie.i»iHi whs f'rJiiUit ktH u’i'di‘dis 
hs luir>e stfist*. f 'idikv iHIht «'»'*inno»- 
iKf.*! id lu>' nyi\ he iH*v<T .v^wikti jh:r>’ 
ifrxwid rv>ihtiv». itv n.is :m sh’Mkmik’ 
hhi^Si'd kiib II t!ttniiulmti m rcrd^ditdt 
iUkS n Ux'l Ivr the of the 

hidun t'conoiiiv. A hi til fhrs tns to di> 

t 

with /ms bitckiiiikind. 

1>T hhm ti'RS /vuri ;mk/ hnKinht ifp wr 

m M mni' «7j< ►» //«• ivf i ir.TS sfiff 

the clmll)H■^^'Ul^ svipfftW tV fftt’ iTxwMn*. 
lUfi Uiihi‘T ii'iW.i repMUd ^dtcHtif •indhn 
/ijijf/v hud hmn Htf/i 

lit’\nn{ ikdHk'». ihf> fO’MidtattKr. I.ll 
JiiLm. kid been the lin-t Stxwker td the 
UVsf Henfiiil U'psliuce Asvsoiiidh .inri 
wh<ciniently nm.’^ter hn tfu- and bnal 
sell tm i fTHfii’ii/ MI S(Mi't*>'Sfi *• inmrsw.s 
UH IW7 


Dr BimalJalan. who is joining (he 
/ntcnuitioftai Monetary 
Fund hoard next 
month, talks about his 
seven years as chief 
econoinu adviser to 
the fiovernnient 


who shaped 








K ii yncMy bMaiM o( 40 )Mn 
«( phnnliii tM «• hmni |on 
tht ny nuRjr «ttNr 4mla|ii| 
cwWHhm g ww m mly.lBli 
dabi, dtpwMtonn and ttagnitipa. 
W* nnd I ftreni itfto dMlM 
Mt «tatt Mamnlien M Ml 
brtirviRliiM hM to bibiMd M 
' cMwmuiindmtcMreiM 


S r.>/<4i; Wh9t vt the 

priHcipiet 0 fo« contidtr mont rm» 
purlent in Indin? 

Jabn: India tt wuque. What dialiiy* 
oishes It from most other dt^veJoping 
couiuhea is (hat K la Urge «id that it is 
democTStk. Our pnlkical Mstory and 
insKitutnns are very dil^rem. None o( 




Hm}at pr^ihtUuos wrrv. 

huwt^vr. in diffvrfnt tJrvtlkm^ He 
gndMtcd (nun Cakvta‘» prvstigiiHis 
I*rvsidvtky OiSege and thereadef. in 
the indition of aB good 
sdKMtars u/ rhi/ tmw, wenr ran m Cam- 
bndgt and rAcfl (hclord. Hv 
bhedy at t^^deocy 04*^* iatd the 
Mfa Stbrnd of Kfunonm $, And m 
he Joined the gon-mneni as et'iHkinm' 
adyi'ttr to iht Ihmai /itbioi’t* iimuKrrv. 
Subsi'qnentty, ht was ap$jointed t^ipnih 
/»(' adirvr M Ifie industry oanstry. 
iM/nng hr* H7i:r posU^d at hm- 

dun as dirtH’ior of rhe* C'r«iMtojnu'«*;ihh 
Ser’it'iaruf. Hy fhi*n ik Jabn htd N*i*i) 
rmri(*d fr^ I'hamied aniv. 

in IfiHl. Mrs Indira (Aiodhi .'ipptMn/r’d 
hmi iiutd t^vnonm’ adviser to the fi- 
nam e numstry. a post that had I'.vhei 
been hdd by pcopk' kkv Ik Adtok 
Mttra. Dr Marenohan Smtdi. Ik VM. 
Ramaswamv and Ik Ki. Halvl i»l piV' 
sent the head of the iiaidon Sefy^d uf 
Ecvonmksl. Two yvom iatvt. he u'ak 
0 ven MKivaam* .idditional charges as 
speral seeretary. banking mn reiao' and 
secretary. n-onunM' a/bm^ He was just 
42 years old at that time and the 


BtoralJiieopoOev'MM' 
pofiictoUtoftee 




appfantmcfits made hen the youngest 
ever secretary to the Oovemnent of 
India 

Those wrre heady years that now Ik 
Jaian looks hedi no with nostalgia in (hfs 
exi'Jusfbv aiternew' to StmiiAv. He 
talks about the deosMi-rrakmg process 
and the issues that ha\e preoixtgned 
the hnarH'e imusiry m recent years. 
Exivrpts: 


the existing ecoor'ciK* c.<n U* 

transplanted in this aHuUry. Wc Imvi' lo 
evolve our r»wn et'raiiunm' polk'ii*$ (hw 
o( the )esst>nA 1 hnve (krived (tut von 
cannot be duKnialic in our >ii(uai«ni. 

H'Aof exortlg haft tee lettml from 
experiemetT 

After Independent e we launchuil a 
new protfranuiH.* of devekipnieni. Now 
we rk*ed to review our experience ol tht* 
last 4(1 ye.ifN. 1'here is, f<»r instarxe. n 
good Iheiiretical case for indiiKlnal 
licensing in (his country m the sense that 
our rewiUTces an* liiiiiled and iiiusr lie 
diri\ 1 i*d to areas whkh will he of 
greatest rek'vaive t<i our<‘c<inoniy. Ihis 
tiimkmg lus guided our |>olicy I or 
years or so. In ^iraiiicc*. Isiwcvvr, in 
several cases this led t<i pre*emption ot 
capacity, certain wiong <k*cisMHis, mis* 
match <4 HUp()ly and di'inand, high arsia 
•ind niddity in mdusinal siiu tun*. This 
IS ahui (he lesHon (A eKperwnev in China 
and the Soviet Uiuon. Conscqut'nily, wv 
had to respond hv modifying (»ur 
approach to indwuriiil Hcensing. We now 
fevi that much greater (rewloni is re- 
4)uired si the plant k'vel to decide on llu.* 
'>utput mix. to diversify and bring iihoui 
technkaf nnpruvenK*iit and niouemisa- 
non. This does noi meantiwi we give up 
dtrcvlxn of (he eitinimiv: n nieiiiis 
shifting from deluded, centralised, 
physical and administriiive (‘onirtils hy 
the bureaucracy lo rinamiAl. {wriiinetric 
and fiscal direct it m 

Similarly, in Ihc* urea ol import polky. 
there a a gtxid IlieoretHui cast* in u p<Hir 
cuuntrv to say that si^nebody ffitlir>g in 
l)eftu must alkvale every bit of foreign 
exchange. I'he experieixe has been I hat 
this kirid of idtysical ai>d qualUdalive 
aUocation has often cr<*dled shortage i*. 
led (o the emergeme <d hbckniarkct 
premia and', in the end. has not s.ived 
much foreign exchange. A much bc'tler 
system is tu regulate imjxirts through 
high duties and tunffs on k)w pnority 
prodiMs nnd confine the system of 
quaniitoiive ancvalii'n to Ixiik inipurts. If 
we don't want someihing to be imported 
It IS mikch better to stop it totally or 
impo&e very high tanffs rather t)iaii rely 
on detailed administrative scrutiny. 

H'Aaf kind of economic philimphu 
do ifou persenolig subMcribe to?' 

I do not hke to give myself tab(*ls. [ 
regard niys^ as a moderate who shares 
the perceptkins of most Indians aIxMt 
our social and economic priorities. 'I>ie 
primary task, as Pandit Nehru said, is 
the creatiorT uf a jusi society with just 
means. I believe we have to make our 
economy grow faster, we have to re* 
dtKe poverty, we have to make the 
economy serve the mteresia of the 
maierity and we have to be letf-reliant. 





'I'hen* B a brtKWl ixffisiiisuj* in iht* 
ciHin try i >n lh<' KTdml priB ipks to iiMh 
mu' (Kilkx's. Ikir wc* must crmir d>*»7i 
fr<Hii tframl pnnuph'N lo jihJ 

make* nur work. A^ un t-omm* 

i»l in llw jiuvrninK'nt. I rtuard mv 
pnnuiry job us hripins nt svoriinjj ovl 
poliCK’S wIikH cm :it iiiully a<iui'V(* \\h m- 
w'lih'HJi niiy fkifipiuitk* r>r 
ideoN hani; ups. lairruirv 
now IS (Cl w«krry ah<Mi( \hi‘ ivitv gnUy 
and lo ik'viv* imiIkh^s whKh ^tunllv 
work on (lie lerriuiKl, 
ttuf ditn't H<iu think rl in Mter to 
chtMMf a ctror-rut riin'ction in 
nn/nir poficft nii Mau did or Mn 
Thntchifr i« doinff now? 

I Mo ve wi* have lo suit ourcttmcmuc 
polii’y lo our iKililk’ni insnruiions India \f> 
a dt'oioi'nicy whiih Chinn is not: wi* art' 
a ponrmuniry which lirilniii \t noi. Our 
polKics have lo Im' baKHl on a broad 
naiiorni conM*risus whic h iiniuraNy im* 
plie^ niiMkrnlKin. .md ai iht* sanir time. 
lU'St* have to w<irk m the interest a cd 


^rmen. 

In the Iasi 13 years, we how »^lAe 
throuid) some very* ddlvult penoda— 
droughts, oil shocks, upheavals m ihe 
I internal K>nnl nsjnelary firuntial sys¬ 
tems and S'me pdilK'al upheavals. Kill 
India has been able to cope wilh Ihese ; 
di'vekipnients rdain'vly well, ctimrary 

to llw eipw Urtums of most observers. 

< 'I'Ihs is due to lht« ■naipnativi* um* (4 I 
iiUcni isiiivHm polH'iesand re¬ 

spond* to (k'vekipments as they u*<ur 
Kor eumipli*. the patliaKe of mea* 
sures adopted m ]974'?5 lo tackk* risiiiK 
^ inllalKio and prohlems creali'd hy ihe ' 
fust lal sh<N k paid dividends wiihni iwo : 
vvai s. Alter (he set'ond ml shuck and the 
druuehl 14 1979. a prompt dectsum was [ 
laken to accelerale thf* proK^amme (of 
mdii2enou» cal pr<«hklK)n. Our ml output 
Acreased (nan 11 imlmn tonnes per 
year to 'St nufton tonnes dun^ the 
Sixth (Ian. More recently, latjse invest¬ 
ments A the power sector and specif 
efforts to bmit about anpruvements n 


Tlw wport Mdori pnfTM 
awdi pMlM'ittMiln tt 
a RMTi pnWmi for Into 
nmlKtNwi to conciolnli on 
ibe donioilk muM roHior Um 
on Hw oxinrl mitot TMi a 
pmliipi yin lOwR Of toM peite 
tatlivourtlwlnpoitof 
c omponw to tefdonmtic 
maiibelun 



the iiujoiity ol our people who are poor 
and do nol operate in the markeipUce. 
We need n strong state direction and 
slate inlerventTon hut this intervention 
has to tx- based on consensus and nut 
coercion. 

H’Acrf ahnuf the feetin/; that after 
40 jyears of ptanning. it it time to 
temp thetv inotitutionn and .pot'ern* 
meAf control? 

In my view, ii is precisely bwause of 
4<l years ol fiUimuiK ihai we haven't 
none the way many other developing 
counlnes have gone -namely, intod^. 
dependence and stagnation. Wc need 
planning and government dtrectimi but 
Ihe insirunientaluies of control have to 
be different and rnuch more flexible and 
aoplastk'ated. We musi recognise the 
Uinils of polH'ing. Ecunamk: pc^icy is as 
giHxl as its administration. An idea may 
bi‘ sound but if It does nut worit. it rnay 
do more hami than good. 

ilott AoJi eronornfe poiiep-maklng 
ta Ihfo cop n fry evoferd with the 


the working of the nfrastrudure sector 
has shown ncreases in the efficiency of 
this sector. Then, during last year's 
drought, the government kepi the 
budget deficit under tight cumrol, took 
advance a ction lo start employmeni 
prngiammes and. must rnpottant of al. 
organised Ihe release of nearly 20 million 
lonnes of (oodgrains. As a result, infla¬ 
tion during 1967-88 was about 1(1 per 
cent compared ir» 22 per cent dunng the 
last drought <1979-HU1. 

f>expffe off Ikit, wt tee that em- 
ptogment, which U tnppceed to be a 
pnortfp otOectice, hat ttagnoted in 
the organited tector dunng fAe past 
four §ean. 

There is a basic ddemma that develop¬ 
ing counthes face. Increasing producirv 
ity and pruduclive ernpkivment regudes 
high capital investment which, in turrv 
^^an ahw prove to be labour chsplacing. 
Much of the Avesoneni m the oifni- 
tnacture sector is capAal nleniive. If 
you have w expanding labour force, the 


oedv way perhaps is to take care of 
unempb^ynient through increased m- 
vestment in agricidiure and agro-based 
village and small industries. Our policies 
have to strike a balance and this is not 
easy to achieve. 

£fiff fAe pocernmeni teemt to 
hnt'e forated ait iit attention on ihe 
orgoffiseif tector... 

When yvHJ are changing something. 
IIm’ object u( cliange becomes (he cen¬ 
trepiece uf debate. It does not mean that 
oiher things were rw/t being looked into. 
I'here arc aHiiofotely on clear answers to 
every problem. I'here are no absolute 
truths in eronuinK's a;id we have (o learn 

we go akiog. 


Hove there been any dramatic 
cAengea in the induttrial tector? 

I'he first major difference that I notk'e 
loday IS the unprecedented growth in 
Ihe capital niarl^t. Seven years ago. 
comparaes were raising nnnuiru than Ks 
)0t> aures or so each. Now companies 
are raising as much as Ks 4.0IM) crores 
from the market. 

Overall industrial growth rite« too 
have risen sharply. We have had an 
average of 8 per cent annual growth in 
the last four years, v^h has not been 
achieved since the mid-l9fi(>a. Morenv* 
er. the abdity to handfo large projects 
has improved. Today, for instance, we 
are taking the same time to sci up 800 
MW pmjects as we used to sel up 1 lo 
MW prufects in the past. Industry 
seems to have grown up. 

Have eoAceatfoA* tike tax earemp- 
Koas and duty waivert favouring 
rerfsiA wmpanieM benefited con- 
tumert or tpurrrd greater fAi»esf- 
ntfAf 6p fAe favwir^ rompnAies.^ 

The experience has been varied. I 
would rather not go into the specifics of 
this issue as it remains a matter uf 
current. debate. 

Have iiberalitatfon. reduced 
duliet on romponeAfa, cotter fore* 
tgn eottaboTatioH normt and other 
tuch policy tiept made Indian in» 
dutiry more tazg and iett rAApoo* 
Uvt? 

It leaBy depends on whether indust¬ 
rial pobey in a particuWi seclm lus 
flxteased con^tition or reduced it. In 
sectors where more units are b^g set 
up artd where the muiK^ly powers of 
existing units have been curM. all uzuts 
<aie lBva>g to work harder to maintain 
their market share. The critical (piestion 
is the degree of ccanpetibon or monopo¬ 
ly. and not norms or levels of duty. 

But we see increated competition 
oniy in ceriain oectoh of induttrg. 

(lovernnent policy per sc has nut 
favoured certw sectors over others. 
What really has ha^ened n that in 




i <)SH> h<,\ I |i)s: 


I c’ertain (nr instance. th«.* a\wA 

KfKxj^ H*v*lor—^Ih ticensintf and aA- 
labomtinn poliucs were aiready quiie 
' relaxed. In certain nilicr sevinr^—like 
elecirunics and i\vr><whcelen^lK*cflsiii|' 
and cdllalHiratHin pnlKics were hbcTal- 
ised tmly recenily. A% » re^iult. mui^l 
chnnyies liave taken place in the recently 
liberalised seetun^ and these niKtoed 
the must. 

it aeeme fkat the vtipttai goottn 
I Hector hoM nufferett. 

11 ) 1 $ IS one area whc'Tv we have 
learned. As far as the capital iciwids 
sector IX concerned, there wa$ ir^id 
some adverse impact berauae i>f re* 
latively kiw rates of duty on proyev't 
irMporis fur a couple of years l*he 
arKumcni (liat lower duuei would re- 
duce project wM and the Indian c^ul 
>!oods industry would in any case be 
protected throu&h quantitative c<mtroh>. 
proved to be faulty. There is some 
evidence now tliat the direction of in* 
vestment shifted in favour of mtporicd 
equipnvent because of kiwer costs. 

IIk* import duties un project imports 
were therefore raised in the ]9h7 
Kudjtci and a number of promotional 
measures were introduced for the 
nxxiernisatiun of our capital pixids see 
(or. 1'here is evidence now that the 
demand for Indian lajxtal jpAds has 
picked up substantially. This )S a ifoud 
example of IcarranK from experience. 

How hao the other prioritf/ orta. 
the export itetor done? 

thirintf the last IK months, exports 
have been doinit very weB. Hut I am not 
happy atxwt Uw progress, litis is one 
area that retires much greate* atten* 
(ion and we luive to push more of our 
industry m that direction. 

U'Aof fl6oiif the thoory that tiber- 
atUed importi woutd aafomaffeoffjj, 

I aibeit after a time lag, help booet 
exportt and bring about a ^rorfeaf 
ftsfenre in the trade account? 

There is nothing automaUc about the 
processes for decreasing the balance of 
payments deficits. It depends on the 
pciides selected and. to my mnd. manu* 
facturers have tended to concentrate 
more on the domestic market instead of 
the export market. 

Why do Indian manufdcturert 
prefer the domeotic market? 

The economic explanabon is compli¬ 
cated, The reason probably Ses in the 
fact that the import of componems « 
relatively cheap whereas the effective 
protection for imported final products la 
hi^ This creates a biw in favour of 
production for the domestic market 
based on the import of compooeMa. 

Let ua aay that a product X ia doweU 
to be imported iteduty of 20 Upercent 


\ and it% nimpiinenis arc impelled ai SI I 
per ceni duty llw dcimeslk' nunutai- 
lurer of pm^i X can ihert'k^e seH w 
I he domeslk* nurkcl at a pna wtuii is 
21 HI per cent more than the intcrrutMiniil 
pnx bui pJy^ (inl> SO per « eiil nuin* 
ihaii the mtematHinal jave Um hi^ oan 
ponents. If he were to exptin. Iv will 
only the mierruilH'iul pint* flu*> 
some i ash ussuMnnee arid rtuiv ar.iwlntk 
(which wiMkJ offset tht* <kMv |mhJ on 
it>mp<inein») i\ is obvMK lluil il 
DM ire proruabi<' lo sell (Kwik slH aflv 
rather than exjion. 

f^ur liberalincd trade pidicieM 
ncem to hott rent import m nkgrwk- 
rting. in it adr(«iMe to rontinue 
with il? 

The pumi k ruK lluil we are aiiiNKiiiik' 
more than we need lii but tlui we 41 e 
vxpnfiiflK le«H than we idKwId. In leU 
tmn tfi IMS izn>si< national prudur t. ixii 
imporiHrirpnn sector la vrr>* xnuU wen 
now. Indiaa exports, for example. 


wdl get mio diffh'uliv. To tlu* eKlein ikii | 
rHir rr^enui' ik’fH’jl has Uvn risKig ,itid 
we have had to borrow in nuni the 
delHil, we Kiw reason to lx* cnixeimnl. 

Should a poor counlrg tike Indio 
be exporting food tlemii? 

Why mK.' 11 k' iiiiporUDi |kiiiii is in 
glow eiHiUKh hx>d lo rniTl <nil leqiiiie 
niehls for KKisuiiipiini). tin hitilding nur 
reHrnx' stocks, our public cJistnUdMxi 
svslem iuxl hnid Tor work projp an lines. 

11 .itter imvliiig lheS4 leiiuireineois we 

liave a siinilus. iIkux* is tK» haiin iti 
exfuKihig food in a g(KMi year, jusj us we 
MiHMtrl l«Hwi in a kid sear 

Htw do piHi took bark on pour 
prom OK rAi</ eronumir odriHer? 

Ilie U*si pail was tin* lei'ling of 
HisolNeiniMit wilh the I'oMiUrvs ptole 
knis .‘Hid tlyi, 1)1 Mniie sm.dl nvhv. one 
was .ilil*» to V ootnlniU* lo the fnnuilUHUl 
of eioiiomw polk'v. 

H'Aof IK jirour next anMigntnent alt 
about? 



tevMnmnt poky par MhM not 
(nowW Mftiln Mden of 
MiWy-in **clon whon moro 
wHi at bilni H( up md whon 

M MOMpMy pOwtn Of MIIQRI 

HiMifim bow curbH 4 unKi 
an uwfdni lardor to mbitU) 
thoir Mifcat ahan. Moat diintH 
hava Uiw plan in tha ncwlly 
■Mraiatd aarton and ttaao ^ 
notletdIlioiMit 


amount to just about 6 per cent of tiDT 
compared tu 11 per cent in the case uf 
Chdu. 

H'Aaf ore the ddnef rrws trende in 
the eewtomg? 

An important pnenity. which succes* 
sive finance ministers have themsdvos 
highbred. » the need to check the 
Ipowth of non*piao expenditure and save 
more. This is a difficult problem 10 tackle 
in ^actice. Because afl guvemment 
expervfature benefits someone or the 
other. But there is no doubt (hat il we 
want to strengthen the economy we 
have (0 invest more and this unly be 
done if noa-devetufanenul expenditure 
ie curtailed. 

What about the pocerninr/ifV 
growing intemaJ debt? I 

IV aeverity of the problen) depends 
entirely on the use we put our bnnow* 
ings to. [(burrowngs are productn’efy 
u^ servicing the debt is no problem. 
If. however, borrowings are undertaken 
to meet consumpttofl expendhvtft we 1 


I siiall be represt'Titing India, Mai)E* 
ladesh. Sn Unka and Bhutan 'in the 
board of the IntematiorwiI Moiiutary 
Kund. The IMF is charged with the 
responsibilKy uf surveilUiKe uver the 
btematioiuil mtmetary and finanoal syx* 
tem. and in addition it pruvides credit to 
countries with balance uf payments diffi* 
cuhies. In its latter role, most of its 
bnfro'*.x’rv are dcvelopuig countries. In* 
dia. along with other developing coun* 
ines. has been trying to provide a 
greater developmenial focus to the at ti* 
vhies uf the JMT My usk would be tu 
continue this. 

Are you happy about your new 
atJtignment? 

1 am happy to have a break, llns will 
provide an opporlunHy to reflect un our 
own experience and also tu learn about 
other countries. I’erhaps it will help me 
(o do a belter job when I come back to 
Delhi 

Murdvwwd by Intfraul Butper Mew 
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BUSINESS 


HALDIA PETKOCHEM 


Homs of a ditemina 


More than Cenire-state potiiics, the contentious project appears to he stalled over 

the pattern of financing 


I t ts tlK‘ iiKfSi Ui\M about industrul 
ui West lieniziil 

poshly tin* inosi prestiffHius. the 
the c<init<ivvrsiai Hut 
ihipre IH a lali h: tlH^ proK'Ct duen iv>t 
ex;st /M)d pn>l>obI>’ ne>vr N^iU ! 

Tile llaiUiH IVtr<H'heinKal I'n^evt has 
euim* li) sytubulisi* ihe We»t Ucnizal 
}{ovoniiiH'nt\ iikduxtnal umhiiKinH- in 
this use, tliwiirtcil amlxtHHiH. 

Mi»vt>i nniuut lus, lor ih^* past few year^ 
l>een clHiniin^ ihis pruKt't will 
brealbe flesh Uk* into ihe stale's puires< 
cent tiKfustriaf sector, that it wiH provKk* 
vmpluynieiit to ),5 lahh workers mikI 
lltiit It will spur tite cstablishiiwni iit 
hundrril* of ancillary unitti. IIk <«ly 
hurdle U'tween this p^'ornse and the 
beaiific future. I Ik* state's Marxist hos- 
s<*s claim, is ihe Cetnre s pusilkininHlv. 

And trve to form, West B<*n>ials 
Marxists have been iisiiiK tlx* issue lu 
IxkUter iheir tlx>sis about iIk* Centre's 
evil designs to push West Jk*nMal to the 
brink. In the M«irch 19H7 Assembly 
elections, the Centre’s refusal lo 
approve tlx* protect was iruHk* a nu)or 
issue. And. nv»re recently. on 2 (Mo* 
bit, chief nuntstcr Jyoh Hasu cbimed 
that then* had lieeii no risptwise from 
tlx* Centre •'n the HalduT project. 

On the lace of it, ii is a simple 
dilemma: a confrontation between an 
insistent state and .1 recalcitrant Centre. 
If, however. I 'mm finance ministry tilpa 
are to be believed—the West Bengal 
government, in* 
cidentaSy. does rait 
believe them— 
then the dilemma is 
as complex as the 
configuration of 
this giant petnxhe- W 

niic^ concept. * 1 

The real prub* 

leni revolves round ^-’^Bb 

R.P.Ge*nh«:t«fl 
«nthslurehf . . 


The financing of this pni^ 1 . which 
IS estimated lo (list at least Ks 1,4711 
iTOTi's. IV point is lhal the Wv»t 
Benj(;if govenviienl feels that it caimx 
or should not invest the eiilire etiwiy 
requirement of thepnifeei. In ItWI. the 
state giwemmeiit had asked the Centre 
to Divest 40 per ct*nl 41 I the iKjuUy and 
when Ihe Centre refused, il niped in 
K.P. (irx'flkaCseebintl. Bullex'nkaalso 
wemvd far from keen to invest more 
lhan a relatively nuMiial aiiaiunt. 

Although I lx* prti^x'i had Ixrn cleared 
as a mailer of ptjkiy hy ihi» hnarn'e 
nunstry a few months agrx itx' Indpst* 
rial I levrtopnx'nt Kwk *4 India 
whH'h was toU ti» Vian tlie Ixilk of the 
funds ohieclcd (n the fiKuvmig pattern of 
(hi* project. In August this year, the 
NlBI. after ionsuh»tR>ns with the Umon 
fiiunce nnmstrv, ptJinled out that the 
high debtrequty ratio prop«»scd by Hal* 
du IVlnwhetmcals I.td (HPL). the joint 
sector ovtipany floeiUd by the West 
Bengal Indusind Uevelupnient Corpora* 


K i 
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uon (WbU)C) and the 
K.P. Goenka group, 
would make the pr<^t 
totally non'Viable. Given 
the prevailing intimation* 
al prices of the petmehe* 
micdls proposed to be 
manufai lured at Haldia, 
IDBl pointed out that the 
loan servicing burden, 
would be undufy high and 
would push the company 
into the red. 

l*he limi and Ihe 0* 
nance ministry suggested 
a way out ol the impasse 
by telling HK. lu split 
their ambitious project 
into iwo parts, In i)\t first* 


-if 



H1*L Wits told U) sL‘i up thn.'e down- 
streuni units f<»r Ihe iivinufaciure of liyzh 
densely pctlyethylrne. ptdv'propylcneiiJMl 
stymie. Chis phase wcxjM use unptrted 
et hyleiie and amt nht lu I Ks AHI) crores i ii 
set up. H'be lUBI arKueti that the mtmey 
that WHIDC aiul R I'. (Rienka hiid 
promised to invest \v«Hild be adt*quate 
for a prefect nf this sire. 

Jr the second it was '‘Ufutested 
tliat Indian J’etrxK'JKHnicals Corpuraiiun 
Ud (IPCLl hr involved for the up 



8.S. Cimfi (led) and iyeu Bmu. QuW 


of a naptha cracker unit, llw siac <tf the 
naptha cracker-1 :» lakh tonnes per 
annum—was considered to be unecono¬ 
mical and a larKer pJarl size was suu- 
pested. 'I'he secoixl i^se uf the pet- 
rochem complex would also preduev end 
products based on ethylene and prop- 

On 13 September this year. lUHl 
chairman S.S. Nadkami said that 11 PL 
had agreed to this formula and was 
preparing a revised prapusal. llie fi¬ 
nance tnimsiry heaved a sigh of tebef. 
.Vid by end ^tember it seemed as d 
the politics of the petroebem complex 
had fmally been bwi to rest. 

On 4 October, however. cJuef minis- 
ter Haiu threw a Iresh manner in ih** 
works. Wliile puhivh 


The complex events 


^Hhbf .Weft Benflil 

In^mnri DevelopnM Corpuruiud 

iWBiOO An ippliutiDn fv Ad 
«$r«bbfthn>em td a petrurhmcal 
cun^lex at Haldu. 

Hoetmtar t977t Lenerof iment 
iiMed tu WBIOC. 

JBMry IMt: Wnt benjtf jicfv- 
emuent requestt perticipatiori of 
Indivt l^rorhemcals CorpQrftkxi 
I4d (U\:L). 

MmB IMit West Bengal gov- 
I emti a nt aaks Centre to be 4U per 
cent partner ti prrfect. 

7«ferMry ttMi WBIDC and 
•twe Moverement agree to submit 
reviKd p riff c t feasibAty report. 
F«Bnnry 1M4: WBIDC suNietb 
revised r^xirt. 

lUM lM4i Centre aan it camvM 
pertiopet* in enherthe l^dif or the 
Kawaa «i'.4VaO pHtmehem pro¬ 
jects. 

Sgpteinbtr IMS: K.P.Uienka 
in and a |oM venture com¬ 
pany. Haldia l^trochemkals I4d 
iHl’L). floated. 

Oefbif NoewwBir IMS: 

requeats a change m the pmduci- 
mdL 

Matuh* 1MS( URer uf intent 
U M Wfarred u> HPt. 

Utf ISMi Centre apprevep lev’em 
foreign collibuntion agreemenls 
sought by HPL 


A#Hi lM7i HPL seeks |>en)us- 
lion U) manufacture polypropylene. 
Aufiaftt lM7i Centre approves 
for poly^xjpylefle maiwfac- * 

lure. 

Ftbrvsry 19M: Centre aska 
HHL lu renegutiate terma with (dre« 
ign cnNaborstor fur ptlyprupylene ^ 
minuAiiun*. 

lwi#<My ISSSi Industrial De- ; 
vek'pRKTii bank India (iDHf): 
rases nbtKtKm to ceriain aspects 
of the prefect. incbdinK the kiw levtl 
uf equity contribution by aha 
K.lMjoenka group. 

Aia(Mt ISMt Union finance. 
miniBtry nugget* that the project he, 
im^nnnied in two phases- ^ h 
SeFtemBer IMSi II >BI chaffW 
says tod aioeed to implement 
the project m two phHaes. 

feple^ir iMSt Unkm flneneb 
mmiHiry tnkea iKTiicy decialun to give 
the pn?Hi ftnancisl ckaranco pm* 
Aided it 18 implemented in two * 
phases. 

4 OctolMr, IMSi Chief minlstef 
Jyoti Basu teHs finance ministry that 
tJw proj*^3 camtg he hnplemented in 
two phasei. H»su later tdls news* 
mun that to had not received any 
vopiiaal on Haldia fruni the Centre. 
Kinance Rwtry agrees to hold i 
high-level meeting un the iamie In 
md-evtober. 


popnsaf« on the spNtling op of the 
protect. Basu pnvaielv told Union fi¬ 
nance minister S.B. Chavan. that hi^ 
giwemment was wx agreeable l<i a 
piecemeal approach to the ptojecl. Hasu 
ii5i»idted that the progfCl he sanctvmed « 
one go and wg n phases. Chavan was 


Onthifieeolit,liaiwn|ll« 


(■mwii: a (MfrenWion bctwMfl 


an imiitaiil iMe iMt a racalcftnnt 


I . t 


Caiilra. Ithowevar, ftanea whaliT 
Heiaretobe Mwwd-tt* 


WwlBewpl|Ovan>iiiaiit.iBcldeiilUy, 


tfeuml baBavaSum-lliwIlw 


Shmnals MCMVIaxnllM ctacapl 


also requestc-d rnit to dist'kise snvihing 
to Ihe press dl this junrlure i^ending a 
final agreemeni iM-iwet-n tht‘ Cvnire and 

the isUte. 

tv lale^l turn of events could well 
htald up the project mdefinilelv. Aiciad- 
uig to seiuor hnaix'e rmnisiry officials, 
tht* West Bengal gcA’ermnenl is irvirg to 
add a trexh twist to the IMIdia saju. 'llie 
state gov'ernment now us la<‘od with 
three <iptiiins: first, to go along with ihe 
tVkXi-phase proposal; seexind, !<« ask K.J'. 
Ooenlui to siwlt out more nioncy as 
eguiiy: or to bnng in a seauid partner, 
Umon finaricc niini^try otfK ials susped 
that m view <if K.l’, fiocriku's (uTuled 
ivs«iurr*es. the statu government miidit 
be :eini>ted to rope in nn induxinalisi 
with far gi eater res<xjrccs. Nob'iily is 
guessing who that industrkilist is but if 
the Haldia project is being held up it is 
not lomply because uf Centre-state poli¬ 
tics. 

Indtonfl •fnerfli/CoMtf 
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their hiinds aiid ennurt* (he rvopenin}^ n( 
their \onu closed fiKiMV arier a hsumc 
bill Ik’ which perhaps hast no precedence 
in India’s induslrvil histivy 

VS uh Ok’ owners (’iiKatfed in a fralri- 
<'idai war. Uie wi)rl((*rt^ <>\ KTI. were 
foK'ed Ui tjke iheir caM‘ 1u anirt and 

• also tiuikl puhiu' opmKMi litrouKh the 

* press. 'I'he architect i>( the wtirkers' 
I historic frxjr*verfr battle was II. ‘Iltank- 
! appan, wurkniK president ol the Kaman 

Employees VnM>n. .•Snd iK* iT<iwranK 
glory came xm 2U September this year 
wh«'n ihe Koinani u'orkers niarcbed into 
(he KTi. laciorv 9i Kuria in Bombay, It 
all Ix’ivime possible after the Supreme 
Cojri's uiiprcccdenied decision to 
transfer I he ownership to the inirkers, 
the workers have lechmctUy 
I;iIm>ii over KTL. they have now io wait 
lor I he Industnal Devekipnieni Hank cd 
Indut (IHHIi. whk'h has been appointed 


Management by workers 


The Kamufii Tulws enwhyees are oti the ihmitold of 
craithifi ifuhtsfrud history ^earinfi up to hefti/t production 
otter ohtaoii/ifi ownership of the troubled eompony 


W hen u business kinnly falls out. 

there is nobody who can 1 k’I|> (he 
wairiiig fail inns-not esvn ipxhiieii. 
S'ilVii Sai Italkt ined U> linng piace 
<iinmig till* K.iiii^nis in ilie early Seven* 
IK’S only to witness iIh* gradual divissm 
;iiiJ (leclinc ol tlic K.iiniiiii (Siitari’. And 
;is il IS said, (kxl helps ihose wlm kmrw 
Ik»w' Io help theniHelveH. In iIk’ case'ii 
Knniani Tubes l.trl (KIL) it wus firiHlly 
left t<i tiH’ workers to lake nutters m 


hy the Kureau tor Industrial and Kman 
izal Keconstructiun IHIKKI. lu work out 
the met Ivink s of transfer of KTL to the 
workers' cixiprrative. 

Hut how did KTt come to stu b <« 
pass^ I'he founder of the Kantam jtroup, 
KK. Kumani, 6tL had. on \2 iMober. 
197’^. called m his family members to the 
hnardruuni Xu annuunce that lie desired 
to retire to Sw baba's ashram and that 
hv was appointing Yes seivKid brisher 
K.H. Kantara 4s Ns siicvessiir and chair* 
man of the Kaman group. Uui Uie elder 
Kanun ni'ver made it io Whiieheld in 

banjolure-for he (feed wiiNn 1 wp hcAirs 
of Ns announcement after a massive 
heart attack. 

All wa?i well with K. K. Kamam stand* 
mg hy Ns four bruthers and i*.K. 
Kamam s son. Aslssh. Hut only fur a 
The gamsm TvUM itciofY « hewsipertmeM 


c’ery shun while fur, within a year, the 
hroihers Kamani fell iaiI. U was ihereaf* 
ter a biller fratncklat war which ripped 
tile enit>ire apart. Even niedutiun by the 
llien Pnnie Minister Mnrarji IksAi cxm’J 
not prevent a carving up of (he group. 

As pan Ilf the deal worked <kul by the 
court, (he workers will have to pay Ks 
9b lakhs to the Kamunis ftir the 9.6 kikh 
^res ItekJ by ihem. {Imidentallv, (he 
K'l’L id»are> have ivA been traded ihe 
Ikaobay Sirxk Rschunge for ihc last few 
years.' The workers' coupeiiHive has :i 
membeiship of 600 wIki have already 
omtnbuUd Ks ^MKI eKh from Iheir 
provident fund, whrh has bruughi in K» 

Aahish KmwhI 







Bl SI,S^,s^ 


\2 bkhs. AccordinK to 'HunkAppan. ihe 
wr^kvrs* c'iMipt?raiive is iryin^ u> orga¬ 
nise another K$ Gn lakhs fr<jm the urban 
c(x)perHtive banks. S^tva he. 'IV bank* 
ers arc inicresteil in ^^(her 

lltere will be a quahtutivt> ehanice hi 
rrwnaKi^t‘i^l pradices under the workers. 
While ibe rruiniiitenal structure wiU he as 
per the directives of the HIKK, wx- boft* 
lo strike new rvlatHinships between 
managemert aiK] Kovemmeni depart¬ 
ments, maiu^enk^nt and hankers artd 
also with clients." 

'I'hankiippM) IS confkk^nt o{ ijetiinj! the 
money by this inunth-ai IS per ccM 
interest with a six moiih repayment 
iKiliday. He expects stix’k audit and 
assets audit to bt* c«irnplete by IS 
(Alober, after which mninlenanco and 
rcconditionmK work in the plant will 
tH'iim. 'I'rul produetkin in K1'L'->vhirh 
Ims heen ekised since is e 1 ^>ected 
Ui N'Rin in the third week ot I December 
and actual produi tion by January lVd9. 
according to tlie schedule worked out. 
nu.’ producik>n scliedule rnN’isases the 
manufav ture of Kt) tonnes of nun ferrcius 
lubes and lUU tonnes of nun ferrous 
tubes. 

The IDIH has now to constitute a 
CiKnrnitlee con^rishiK a representativv 
each from the State Hank of India, IDBI. 
state kovernmi ni and HIKK to under* 



With he ownm enpgwl in a 


fratrichU war, it m fhaly Ml to 


the vofkm of Kimari Tiibea to 


tahe matters in thir hmb end 


ensure the reo^eMif of their long 




perhaps has no procedence ii 



take the slmk audit, elfeci itic Kiio>*fi'i 
of the shau'holdmK to the wiHkcrs. aiMl 
appoint a new board. TJm* AMuk'^ of 
Association tod will have to be anicocUsI 
under the new cirspensalion besiik^ 
lormuJaiinc tbi* by*kiw:> of tin* workers’ 
cuopentive, 

[rtdeed. ibe K’f'L expcTiem c has Ih* 
(Xxnc a beiH'hnvirk for liiduin iihIijsIiv 
artd Its proirress is bem^ wuiclxst ki'cnlv 
to M.T wht’ilier lhi> i'X|M‘nrfU'Ut sue* 
ceeds. In a w;iv iIk* Sujiri'iiH' louit 
iud|i>men( has fjiacvrl an liiiiiierise le* 
spiiosiMny on Hw K IT emi'losx ts. 
Says ’Huinkapiian. ’We will luivt* an 
opfKiclunnv to Allow to tile wc^rkl lhal 




workers in «K‘W India are lapablc of 
maiujEmK their own affairs and sha;iinit 
their own destiny. It is an opporiunily to 
estabksh (hat workers are inspiriKi 

by an ideal they can produce the best." 

'l*he K1X experiment means a Kreal 
deal even fur the trade union rxivemeni 
in the cuunirY> Says llbnluippan, ’‘In 
the eV4*nt of our succeeding, the iradc 
umon nuvement will he stepping int<i a 
new creative phase One can almost 
hear the footsteps (4 the new era.’’ 

And what about the Kaniatu Kn> 
ployees Uruun which has ushered in the 
’Ukeover* of the company Ttvankappnn 
visualisea a bigger for the rUc m the 
future and discounts any suggctsiion of 
the union bemg diabandi^. For king the 
central Rovenunent has been laikiiiK 
about workers' participaliun in manage¬ 
ment and struggling to give (he concept 
a concrete shape. The Kamani eili* 
pioyees hive gone one better: U will he 
mangernem by workers! 

















uheuvcrccuikufcite Atnln- 
m. what a Hfinficafri »ihai 
they have (uiM 
hiavyims^ iie the Adilya 
tMi fftA9 tt4 Uw 

(jfven the b|d) mariM inv 
d the lAT equiiy. eventhe 
aopefeive ChhabriaafouM 
swe^upainere l.Sper 
cent id ihe LAT atahe. And 
111 prw ihnr pom lartlttrr 
and tie up al Vnphul^ the 
AmbiM are proptisinc lu 
buyupanacSY^j^le lid 
fniun LAT 

SFf'd hire . 


Meial Hoxs wwa realy 
beion la hen R taiN to see 
the cuninH duTRe* ai the 
Fockaenit nduUry. And i N& 
bfut chip miiiutKiiiai had 
been«arrymt leie d Ihe bent 
paid wc4l(^n;es m the cinjt* 
try. fVtlupkihcH.M. 
KharijM ftri *19 had mNuBy 
Ihi 4 fidii ilw^dajpMid buy» 
and even roped ki Virtud 
Knahfu tnmiShalarur I’.vnts 
III turn the o np» nv an wkI. 
Kmhnamayberunia 
Im earlwr stalenivnl 1 hal 
~Mcul Kia wav I he Uuzvst 
chaleflKe hy the iB> 
vale 


it 

LfJteieif 


A s was widHy predwtad 
fHirohhai Anibani has 
made takeover tyccun Mam 
Chhabna eat humble pie. Ke* 
cen aiApMAuns by the 
Amhans ml ihev asaoaaiet 
havepveflthema 12 per 
cent stake r> the enanrerioK 
loant Larsen and Tnubro 
worth acuul Ks lui rrem 
To coftsumnaie the "jmwd 


S hn Kam Kibres hnanct 
(SNnapufacoutall 
(he stops to Ard> 111 (he up 
of the hre porchue buii* 
nett. IV eranpany which 
already oUen hn purchase 
ior a rantfr cd products hvn 
(nirks u> p^iMe jKoentors 
b ikfw puukii topether a 
plan to offer dnain to the 
purchase of se cu nd ha i d cars 
on lire pirrhase. At the 
same une the company B 
abo steppiig up Ks dnw to 
crAect deposks hcen the 
pubfec. hBakeadv ieHint 
aknnst Rs one rrore each 
mnnth as deposits and has 
uvershoi its own taraetu 


T hi*re hme becii merest* 
nu develijpnienu lei the 
l>uiiiie>fnm. k.P, iMRTika 
and ho k emer pnHejjt’ Maru 
CNiabns have bent baubns 
i( iiul fir<|ule vrite imu; 
nuw 1(1 untanfpr the IhJidup 


OMuarm ambU: MCMs 

and unique” abance^and 
also 10 fihilv put at rest 4 
Ibe corporate specubdun^he 
UkT ctuimian last week b* 
vtled Ihe Kelwncv buss lo 
|uin the cumpany s biiird 

TwunennL’Csof the 

Ambatt—Mukeshaiid a He* 
brre prufesMunal—are ex- 
pecli'd tu take Him placexB 
the I.AT board shurlty. 
WIilellvMslhedrvt 


cnMfifB mosnd Oeanu 

iiwncTship i^sue. And 

whci I bussie»v (in'k.'s were 
preparv)}! lu wflness Are* 
works, the i«u seem to have 
struiiian interesting deal: 
swqjpmR Dunlcjp and Kvyer. 

Hodi (jucvii and Chhabna 
are on the Bayer biivdas 
efuimwt and directur re* 
specitx'elv. and topelher hold 
lU per cent uf the etfinty. As 
part uf the dci to hand iner 
CJNnilafminloptuihe 
Chhabrn brulhrrs, Manu 
Chhabna wff hand irverhB 
stake in Bayer to Uienka. 


M etal Kuk India IS SI a 
awsistMid, kIm 
wdh iu parent. Metal H>n 
pic <dthe IIK, mwAaiRiu 
bale out ihe CulcvtU-biowd 
subsidary. Tbc latest nesrs 
fhm Kviuw Hnuse is that 
the cuBVWirB iRi to H 
htt asked the Ruvtfiaiieiil tn 
ItcI pnftfieilKv buyers to 
the kreijm huhiiKSiB the 
cienpanv. 







AmtUb^ «o#v e«? 


rt'rx with thc«(‘ cd the f^»me 
dk pt'rtiimed b)* nwj^'ftUr 
Hat’hchan and shiiw«i up llw 
bIkT. wilhuut a shadow id 
(kwbi. as m acv Hiuuior. 
Witat’smairv, tiwfer^u 
nwmbkT <4 lodwrt iwnw 
iiiows ( 4 f ab ihi* 

MUT Mlnr 'riK'caiW'ae 
Mi'xptxlvdtolM I hr 
hiaw nwrkrt Mam and i 
K»‘fH*han, ilwy say. la t 
T^X'iKlmK !dtw|^*ss nsM h . a 


Senwn: «Mimo vtm tfowOUo^ Khww 




w V e supiKise this had Ui 
liappen. Cmt* stars irv now 
(act'd with l'l)^^)etitk>^ h<m) 
llipir own prodiscrr* 
Erectors. Not ciintcni with 
doinK their thing behaid the 
camera, today's megaphtmc- 
wielders are giving Iheir 
leading men a run for their 
money when il comes to 
hoggtnK pubbcity. 

}‘ast master at iNs ganx: is 
H. Subhash, who cavorts 
anniAd in a 'J 'Shin wtiich 
proudly proclaims; am the 
wIkj makes people 
lAanre Ihnce (the name of 
his filml.” Subhash is also 
grievnu^y offended if he 
goftt unrecugnwed at public 
places. 

Aamir Khan (K. Subhaih'a 
new hero) had better watch 
out.* 


Womc fiiiiaies l»vc all i 1 w 
kjck. Take Hema Malim. lor 
instance. She enfaslcd lynciM 
Maya (lovjnd s help to flesh 
nut the charai'iers m tk* 
serws of bailel performances 
that ^ put up all over T he 
country, recently. Hx' help 
was in heu of the pnncely 
sum of Ks Kair 
enough, you would think, 
only Maya would not niX'epI 
tk' payment. AU she wimld 
settle for was an idol of bird 
Krishna. Mavk Uulzarpick* 
<*0 tk* wrong girl to pkiy 


Question: What do flop 
^ora do? Answer: l ake up 
giMxl causes Su. ^atnigkin 
Sinha is championing the 
case of ihc Hihar earthquake 
victims. Declared the dou¬ 
ble boro grandiosely that if 
the govemnk.*nt helped, k 
would organise several star 
nites to raise funds for his 
auffertng fellow Kiharis. Said 
Shairu; "Kourcrotvsisa 
small amount wkn glitlenng 
stars come on si age.' 

Shairu's nv'mory. like tlui 
of the g(»m*ral pubiK. is slvirt 
mdeed. ()r he would certain* 
I)' have reimnd^ercd the fias* 
Cu that was the Shatrughm 
Sinha »hi»w in AnH^nca. a itw 
years ago. 


^)am (the divinity, nol 
ArunCiovil) was. orsogirs 
the k'gend, r^niK amaied as 
Krishna lo mop up Ihe evi) 
tlwt renamed in the world 
after the Ayodhyan pnis e 
wHSthruu^i. Hhe Longrx's* 
s(l) Kam. iHit cnc to k k*fi 
behind, has alsodicidc'd t<» 
play Krishna {as ik next 
logical step tn his nivtlu4ogK - 
ai Kiurrtey I. in produc er 
Madhavuh's .Sn Knshna 
iei’ki Molhi'i Yaskidi IS 
dream middle ^aged wixiian 
Jfema Malini and Anani Nay 
(how tk mighty have fafleti!) 
IS the M'rtH'nNaniil. f'nva 
7'endulknr sure had a lucky 
escape, wkil ? 


Sanjav Kltanreallv lit over 

tk hill, kven tk bst u'ordm 

sex appeal, buxixn Snnam. 
fails to turn km on. All k 
can say about the leading 
lady of his latest starrer. 
S^rs^mCfO. is that sk is 
totally brainless (how very 
perc^ve, Mr Khan!). 
Asked whetkr Sonam 
appealed to him. he repbed 
testily: "Sex bomb, isshe.^ 
Huh. She is dumb and can 
follow no instructions, ts 
sloppy and bumps into lunii- 
ture while walking." Tk up 
ski <4 it all is that Sonam is 
no lunger tk sur of his 
movie. 

Not that (he lady givesa 
damn. "I know I am gExxl. 
the shrugs "and I don't need 


a S^y Khan lo prove it " 

All it needs, no doubt, an* 
kr ve rv obvious asst't s. 

TThis ts guaranteed to 
make the angry noi*so*young 
man even angrier. Yes. we 
an talking about tk video 
cesseiiv CcysvC'ar. currently 
tk lugt'iai tk Middle* 
Kasicm vidi'octfcun. 'IV 
enssette imcr^*rsvs Mvnes 
from f4d IMip Kumar ntar* 










SPOTLIGHT 



QUKSTtUN: WHEN are ks 
.’MJ worth more than Rs 
2»0OU/ Answer When you 
attend a rock cmceit at the 
Jawaharial Nehru Stadum 
Or. at least, that was what 
ntubt persons in the hich* 
pnred seats (if the Hunwn 
Riffhu Now <*onc<rt m 
l,>eJh) on 30 September 
t>eemed tu think After the 
suppurtinft arts had hnished. 
several prosperous jct* 
setters ahandoncd the>r Rs 
2 . 0 UU seats and rushed on to 
the lawns urhere for Ks JOO. 
punters could stand 19 and 
watch the likes of Peter Hib- 
nel, Stinii And Bruce Spnnp- 
Steen pertoon 

leading the exodus to the 
lawn was Bombay star'Son 
Suiudv t>ut(, who showed 



\ " 





NaresSmnenaetHpdlenMvMaiti Vannawear; Uaea m heuw 


Ahmed. Menaka Gandhi. 
Feroae Gmral and the rest 
remained in the grands In 
the VVIP special enclosure. 





* * N 


the world how much he en¬ 
joyed the show by uknjt 
his shirt and stgiun^ auto- 
j?raphs tor a bevy c4 (PKjdtng 
female fans. He was followed 
bv such other Bombaywaf- 
tshii aa And Ambani. Kumar 
Gaurav. Maheah Jetkmalani* 
and Amnta Smith. 

Hhe thoujdt. 

aiw'k to their expensive plat- 
ik bucket seats. Thus Akbar 


sat even mrre aedate types* 
Lok Sabha speaker Ralram 
iakhar. Anand Surma.MP. 
culture persons Rona Chopn 
and Rajeev Sethi, super* 

crony Laht Sun and Mrs 
Man Shankar Aiyar. her kur 
ra>cbd husband having aban¬ 
doned her and run off to the 
pd with his fair daughters 
Alv) m the (jowd were 
Kabul and I*nyanka Gandhi 
who attracted relatively little 
aiienuon and Maureen and 
Nusb Wadu (with CBS head 
K.V. Pandit) who proved 
that they were made of ster¬ 
ner stuff than the boppmg 
Ami Ambani. by perchmg de* 
bcately on their chairs and 
taking hefty swigs of a (no 
doubt, ndn-alcohobcl dnnfc 


SO. IlKVl U fmaUy hus a 
nval vdien it comes to Hindi 
chauvntsm. And He's none 
other than the good old Dn- 
Vida leader of the Cungre^* 
s(l> F.V. Nnruimhu Rao. 
Kor what did our tatest ex¬ 
ternal affairs mnster do but 
address the plenary sessioo 
of' the United Nations' 
General Assen^y tn our 
rashCrabAasAa. Hindi. Since 
the talents of UN mterpre- 
lers do not extend to under- 
standing the language. Indiao 
officals provided them an 
official Engbsh version of the 
^eech. to work from. 

Thtt pbces Kao n the 
company of Aut Behan Va¬ 
jpayee. the Janata forei^i 
mnsler who was a pK»eer 
m thtt regard. Though Rao. 
no doubt. w9 consider this a 
very dubious honour. 


SO HK*S bock at the helm. 
Dilip Vengsarkar served a 
kmgish stint in the wilder¬ 
ness. being injured during 
the West Indian tour last 
seawm and then banned from 
cncketing fields for writing 
byhned articles in contraven¬ 
tion of his contract with the 
Board of Control for Cncket 
in Indu (bCCI). But the ban 
expired in August, this year, 
and the captaincy was 
awarded tu Vengsarker (mce 
again He will lead the tndyn 
team m the fortheurmng 
Sharjah Cup and Am Cup 
tournaments 

The Indian middle-order, 
should be strengthened by 
Ins comeback. Bui one can't 
say the same abooi Dev 
Features' contnbutors list. 


HE IS remembered more for 
the jokes that revolve around 
him than for bs running. 
Example* Are vou relaxing^ 
No. [ am Milkha Blngh. 

Now the 'Plying Sikh' is 
making news by levelling 
accusations (laced with gra¬ 
tuitous abuse) at India's gul¬ 
den girl, (so if she 
finished lust in the Seoul 
Olympic heats?), P.T. Uaha 
and her latter-day Dro* 
nacharva. U.M. Nambiar. 
I'he duo had, according to 
Smgh. "deceived the nation", 
hy nuking false claims about 
Usha’s fiinebs Ihe govern¬ 
ment too cwme in fur a fair 
share of the blame for clear¬ 
ing her candidiituie in j^ood 
fajth. even ttMXJgh she did 
not meet the basic qualifymg 
standards. 

Railed Smgh: '1'his was 
not only cheating, but grave 
injustice to those who work¬ 
ed haid to attain the qual¬ 
ifying marks and also against 
those who missed the iiuik 
by a whisker." He had been 
sure, he said, that 
could never repeat her Los 
.Angeles performance. And 
what made hon thnk so? 
Usha. he says, deliberately 
avoided running in mtema* 
tioAal meets and. “I gave up 
every hope when she re¬ 
fused to nin m the C^ien 
Athletic Meet and the Pemt 
Meet at New DeAu, prtor to 








P.T. Il•h■:brtcktwt■ 

the StHiul Olyrnpics." 

Milkha's apprehensions 
have been proved liithi and 
this venerabkr elder d the 
sports ciregil is jp^eless 
enouKh to treat ua to toU 
you so'*, in this, our hour of 
national aniruish. 

♦ 

THE PHOGRAMME was 
vaDed "tiftins up the World.' 
And amonit thwe hfted by 
^ri <'hlnmoy, Indian spir* 
itualisi and leader uf peace 
meditations nt the United 
Naitons was Indian tennis 
Ke RvneKh Krlshnan. In 
New York to play the US 
Open. Krishnan aaahed out 
in the early rounds with bor* 
injt predictaNhy. Undvler* 
r^. however. Sri Chinmoy 
went through with his plan lO 
do him hofl^r. Using a sie* 
cially<onst meted apparatus 
he lifted Krishnan overhead 
using only one arm. (The 
total weight lifted amounted 
to 158 pounds—more than 
Chmmoy’s own bodyweight.i 

Said Chinmoy later; “I al* 
ways feel that the audience 
takes a very special gift, a 
very special spmcual we<dth 
from ibmesh's tennin pby- 
mg. - 

To round up the program* 
me was sung (by the btema* 
tional Sri Chinmoy choir) a 
song composed by the cham* 
pton weightlifter himself. To 
quote: 

*'Kriahnan. India's tondness* 
heart-choice. 

Krishnan. India's fulness 
BOid‘Voice. 

None can equal hn style's 


■ i 
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fragrance and cliann. 
Indian firmament hcais 
supremacy*drum." 


JTSEEMRI) hke a faii y ldk* 
ending when the glamoDHis 
leading lady of Indian cinema 
MumUa chucked up a sue* 
cessful career in Uimibay to 
wed her very own ITince 
Charming. Muyur Madh* 
vgni, of the Kenyan fortune 
fame. One had assumed then 
that the goMrn couple would 
live secure in (heir millKms 
ever after. 

Hut runHHjr tells a difle* 
rent story, Evidently, these 
are proving to be hard linws 
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for the Madhvanis with their 
sugar factory m Kamisi. 
Mombasa going bust. As the 
story goes (according to 
some Kenyan newspapers) 
the Hank of India's M<«nbasa 
brand) had loaned the Madh* 
vams ks K crores for resusci* 
(ating their su^r faetpry. 
languishing in iD*health for 
some time now. But the rot 
had set in too deep and in 
April. Hus year. H>e concern 
ground to a halt. 

Ilw Mjdhvanisare, there* 
fore, tii^iemng the purse 
strings. So. frequent visits to 
bun^y are out Mumu wfl 
be missed. 









SAY CHEERS 
TO A 

NEW ARRIVAL 






CRUiCKSHANK 


You'll r4ise A lot of toASts to (his new arrtvAl, Because youH 
know that this one’s got 4 great future ahead. A( Parties. 
Among Peers. Among friends, everywhere. In Ucu youH find 
that its smooth, mature and dlsdrKdy etegani persorvUlty Is 
going to be (he toast of every party soon. 

Ar>d reason enough to keep celebrating forever! 





A NDA^ SPIRIT IS BORN 



EXPATRIATES 


Bhangra goes west 

Finally, Indiam and Pakistanis in the UK evolve their o\i'n pop /nnsic. 

Andgncs^ what? h\s Hhanf^ra 


T t n r>ic*n in silvi r «infj tiitsd eytnW 
furujusly rwistnjfp in llr Ulik* «M 
//ntt* V\‘ ;«uUicn»c 

wi!<1 p<»o|ilc tlimw up ihcir 4nns. 
acrcan^ in lh< cmy. ihnthbuu: t^itunds 
i and datk'f with iilKiiiihm 'IV slaifr rs 
txMhed in bliu’ sintl rvd buln, ihy hdR 
Klreakod wiili h hi id mu birohcltuht 
VdRis. "iMiiMiura fc*v»i." vHls'^>ni(*niH* 
And lV Hi*<|uiiinH Hnu«'r> ir<Hhiiui to 
I t<iui'h tiR'ir adnriuy fans 

’I1k' venue b the Ktuiait llultnM>(ii ui 
dnwritnwii LmithMi's U>K'eHer S|iut 4 
(JHtv I' ms t lit bt* li I nchi in w i*i • >^*<1 1 »(si aid 
ortmv' U' *vT». .’i, fH H i treiiy 
bnppcrs arc piiMnitf In a 
nt'W'hkind rhvihni in <1 day 

timeduk^fi'•theIlhiiiiL'iii dis 
! w. whh h Vs Vrnirw ^ uni 
' que U'alurnndVeullurtflliU 
Ilf Anians m l.mKimi. 


The roeh group Hmi a 


muM «nr*i • 


einaronct 


S^ihinnr- kmkH'f rikl Ut riaj^* girls, 
hnys m idil irrmu kvl s ^II swviu in l Ik* 
04*w sound ih'ii Is ht^Ul iVni id4'ii1ifv 
llk'nimdscs ii: w: alh’n SfUKdv ^dcinli^g 
sehiHil und (oBi'ue. I lx* ytunvsii Ts \vi\t 
yivne. wiih nr whIhhii iVir lurenrs’ 
knnwksV*. Many k**! (iHir hnifM*s in ilX' 
iiHimmu wiih Utair purly 4hdh4’s dis 
i ri-tHK' XTMlippd in thnr m IukiI sar^linK 



A 



milv lr> i'hangi* min ihum hi Ihe dnsk- 
HHHm Ilf iV Hniixre IhillnsMii. 

All IS U’vnn*d h4>n* -IV rhylhin and 
Hh* Mnuntv* a< rV bouthall kids 6v 
liuht in ihc'ir answci In Weiilern pop 
niusk'. are the davs of JWatle 

numiii. 'liMhn s HIvinurM nnnia has ov* 
4‘rv kimlnl VaI- dhffkik^, syndtcaizera. 
Mobiis and sASrifd)i>m*K—HK >is rrt^alorn 
.irrv4‘ for an aficrniiiv rhyihm. 
Wmbhyv M WreWwV. Sim Hhabhiyf, “ 
4’Muins 4 Ilk* ol iV siK'4«r ni4*n. And Ihv 
shingled leenHUi'hi ^ig wiUly. 
I'np gnes I'unjHhi. and 
llK*n'a m> deanh of tiikers. 
“You won ! hidievp it. but 
sonw ol the ftrat fan letlera 
wt* lud were fmn elderly 
people, wlxr w(TC really 



















KhizvKhf I Mart dbcewfM 
antwoiiltartfnMi 
Swinden-Reni ml Jiu who 
hivtjMtcataiAmol 
Ei«ishl)TteiaM/?N(« 
OM. Roffll ml kn cmo III to 
121 In 010 chirii, which 
wmi^ bod gohi fcr 011 two 
pn0ySldi(irli 



KXPATKIATKS 


been playinc re^ulaHy. Vvti[^v i pjov 

the beal and rhviht)i Khjn^^.i.' 

KhauiK'hi's lalesi dasroverx^s \'kki 
sisters fnxii Swindon^ K<Mni Hiid i»x/ 
(short for Kaminder aitd Jaswuidii) 
who have jusi cul an aihuin of 
lyrx's called Reach (hit. Komi and 
came up t<i 121 in (Ite charts, wlikh 
wasn't bad ffoin^ for the two pretty Sikh 
Rirls. 

Khaaanchi explained (he complkaiions 
o( setlmK on (he chans and tl>e nee for 
the Top-uf tiK-Pops position. Ilie first 
sia>^ is KeUintt a team of dedicated 
pet^ railed "The Strike Foa'c" who 
see that si the record shops have enpMs 
of the new albuni. They usually ffive 
about three albums free and book orders 
for at least It l or 20 ntore. Their job ii to 
see that the shops never runout of stock 
as this could affect the rstin^s. Ihe next 
sUfe is paying big money to a "plugger" 
Nvho has the )ob of ftetting the disc 
KKkevs to listen to the album and 
convincing them thal it is going to be a 
seller. 

IV "plugger” pUys a key in 
promoting the music Kor nnee the 
album enters the sludKi and goes on the 
air, Its future » almost made. The 
"phjgger" has lo make sure that the dis(* 
jockey not tmly plays (he album once, 
but also nrpeats it on several program¬ 
mes. Once a record gets "listed” by a 
disc jockey and is played a number of 
times on the air, it's sure to be a winner. 

With about 150 albums being released 
every week in the UK, promotion is the 
key to success. A! the money can go 
dtiwn the (train if the album flops. "It's 
tense, because you're talking ab^t a lot 
of money," said Khasanchu "You may 
have to pay as much as £15.fK)0 (o a 
phjggvr. The whole system is c< »mpute- 
ns^ and once you get to the top 7S 
positions, you’re do^y watched. You 
have to climb up in the charts or you're 
doomed, if you make it to the top 40. 
you're a sure success and above thk it's 
Tcip-of-the-P(^s with assured sales of 
thousands." 

With Sake Suite which has English and 
Pui^bi lyiScs. Khaundii* is aiming for a 
chart position. But the legwork needed 
to make that h^^en, b tremendous. As 
the middle-ag^ rockers go for the 
charts, it looks definitely tike disco 
Hhangra has omte of age. Aa Alaap sings 
Aa Xurfye Si Tenu JVaefna Sikia, Uk 
iazted-up Indian rock culture looks 
poised u> nuke its biggest break in 
Brilam. The synthesised <SM is 
sounding the beat for a new pop musk 
revolution. 


Tht nvn who Iw tNt most 
pfOfwmMi ponpocovi on 
thtonbyoiBhiifninlo 
mihrtitwn mak, Ooopif 
Muidi taWitaUi 
crowM by Im mdr erton 

_J , 1 , ifc 

mpopmnyoani 








BOOK EXTRACT 


The birth of a 
communalist 


Bipan Chandra describes how Mohammed Ah 
Jinnah, the nationalist, turned communal 


a* * 


% I V 

cri*i 

bias 

vt'ri 


Lf>CTU»Liiuhsni n- 
nmned ui l\w liber 
Jjpr^^lal lilaKe liD 1937 
vtiK n if uKrefl$ins< 
ly started iis«;uiniiiK 
'a viruk*nt. exirrm* 
list tir fimti. 
'Jlte lib<*rxl rom* 
* j ntuflAliHi argued 
that IikIiu constsied 
<4 rrltj9<in* 

based i(«iinHjnitK*$ 
which hmJ iheir own separati* and spec ul 
interexis whtch often came into mutual 
conflict. But he alao acvrpted that the 
ultimate destiny of Indian polilks wait 
the iTH'rKer of the diffcrcni communities 
into A sinxk* natHMi. 'Itius, the lih(*ral 
i'omniuniilisl demanded separate cxmi* 
munal ritdil^' siifeKuards, resc'rvations. 
etc*., wUlim the tx'oad concept <if one 
Indian nation•in*the*mal(inf>. He 
accepted national unity as the ultnnate 
goal as also the coik'epi of the uHmiate 
cunimon interests of Hindus. Muslims. 
Sikhs and Christians. Uberal communal- 
ism Iwid also a rather rurnm social base, 
l^ilitically. It was based miiinly'm the 
u|>per and middk’ classes. 

Rxtreme cxnnmunaksin was based <in 
the politics of hatred, fear psychosis and 
irralionulily. *l*hc motdt. uf duminatmn 
and suppression, always present in imm- 
miiiial propaftarxI.T, mcreasirfdy became 
the dominant theme of cnmmuril prot> 
aKanda. A campatim of hatred against the 
tollowers of otlier religions was un¬ 
leashed. 'llte mteresiK of Hindus and 
Muslims were now declared to be per* 
manentlv in I'ondk t. *lhe crmimunahsls 
attacked the other 'crxnmunitk's' urith. in 
W.C. Smith’s wiirds. fervour, fear, 
contempt and bitter hatred.' in the 
extremist or fascist phase of ccunmunal- 
ism after 19.37. l^ras<*s bke oppressHm, 
suppressKin. donnnatRin. being crushed, 
even physical extemiirwlion and exlmc* 
tion were used. 1'lie ciHiimunaHsls in* 
iTea»inKly operated on tlie pnnciple; the 
bias»'i the he the htdier. They poured 
venom mi tlx* NaiimwJ Congress and 


Gandhiji. and. m particulir, they vow 
ly MU^ed Ihesr cu rdigninistv amoi.f 
the naiinnaksis, 

Communah&m ahm now. after 19*37, 
increMingly acquired a popular base, and 
began to inotakse pnpular mass opuwm. 
Ii was now sought In be orgamsed as a 
mass movement around aggressive, ex* 
iremixt comnunal politics among Ihe 
urban lower middle classes. Ihis alsn 
required an issue nr a slogan wliKh could 
arouse mass emutam. Because of the 
reactionary, upper clas.s base of coni* 
munahsm. an appeal to radical sodal 
issues could not be made. In other 
words. conimunalRun could txg base 
itself on a radical sncMHeeonomic, or 
political or ideological programme. 
Hence, inevitably, an appeal was made 
to rchgwm and lo irratiOAal sentnents of 
fear and hatred. 

Liberal cornmunalism was trans* 
formed into extremist communism for 
several reasons. As a consequence of 
the growth of rntxinahsm and. in particu¬ 
lar. of the Civd Ihsobcdicnce M<ivement 
of 193(1*34, the Congress emerged as 
the dominant political force in the elec* 
Hons of 1937. Various political parties of 
landkirds and nther vested interests 
suflervd a drastic deebne. Moreover, as 
we have seen, the youth as also the 

Jifinifi: nM6 an tw ce mwonal card 


ThaaraatCaieuM klHI 


laraati 

IMSH 


Mt: (Iniat) viduna of 
rnsd for ervmstlon: Hh 


Ih* IMS rtela ftdnp earnsd for er«m«tiQ<i: Hw 
Iflleut of c ewumsl poWki 

workers and peaxunls were increasingly 
turning to the Left, and Ihe naUonat 
movemeni as a whole was getting in* 
creasmglv radicalised in its economic and 
pt^ilical programme and policies. IV 
lanundan and landkirds—ih« .»gTrtf;/rr 
dements, finding that opi n defenct of 
landk>rds' interests was no longer feasi¬ 
ble, now. by and largi*. swticlx'd over to 
cornmunalism for their ilasx defence. 
This was not only true in (T and Hihar 
but also in Punfah and Bengal. In Punjab, 
for example, the big landlords <if West 
Punjab ar^ the Muslim burenucra' rc elite 
had supported the semi com nunal, 
semi*casteist and kiyalisi Lnioni: i Par* 
ty. Rut they increasingly felt thu the 
UnkmUt Party, being a proMncial party, 
could no longer proteit >heni from 
Congress radicalism, and so. .luring the 
years 1937*43. they gradually shifted 
their support to the Muslim League 
which eaj^y promised to protect il^r 
interests. Very similar was the case of 
Muslim inminiars and >ote^ars in Ben* 
jpl. Hindu ismindsrs and landlords and 
merchants and moneylenders in north* 
em and western India too began to shih 
towards Hindu communal parties and 
groups. To attract them, V.lJ. Savarkar. 
the Hmdu Mahssal^ president, began 
to condemn the ’selfish’ class tussle 
between landlords and tenants. Similar* 
ly. m Punjab, the Hindu communalists 
became even more active than before in 
defending moneylending and trading in* 
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demands, llte Leasue 
as the sole spcAc^Jci^nv iur Musiint^ 
md 0ven Ihe power U> veto any politK'al 
seKlemenl ^nctia coukl not be riv^ii 
freedom, il was said, s<k kmg as Hindus 
and Muslims did ruA unite. Hut sui'h 
vnity was made impussibk' l>v the 
whe^eukf onkial backinR <>t Muslim 
cunimunalisin. 'J'he Muslim League, in 
turn, agreed lo rollaboraie with the 
colonial authoniies and serve i» lh<Mr 
political m«trwnenl f<ir its own reastms. 
The Hindu Mahasabha and u(hi‘r Huidu 
and Sikh communal tirganisations also 
oflerrd lo support the cokinial giivem- 
mml during the war. Hut the ruloniaJ 
authorities, wliile aci'epting their sup* 
port, could no longer divide Iheir luyal- 
tiea; tlwir commit merit lo Muslim am- 
munabsm was to remain lotal during the 
courae u( the war. and even after. 


r»'*- 


tereais. 

Communalisin also became, after 
the only pohlical recourse of 
rolonial authontics and their puliev o( 
divide and rule Vtia was becimse. by 
this time, nearly aH the other divisions, 
antagonisms and divisive devices prom* 
oled and fostered earlier by (be colonial 
authorities had been overcome by the 
national movement, and had become 
politKally non*viable from the culonial 
point of view. The noP'brahmin rhal- 
lengc in Maharashtra and Swth India 
had fiazled out. Tht* scheduled castes 
and other backward castes could no 
longer be mobilised against the Con* 
greas except in stray pockets. The Right 
and Left wings of the Con^ss also 
refused to spht. Inter •provincial and 
inter-lingual rivalries had exhausted 
themselves much earlier, after the Con¬ 
gress accepted the validhy of knguistK 
states and the cultunl diversity of the 
Indian people. The etfort to pit the 
laxnindars and landlords against the 
national movement had also completely 
failed. The elections of 1937 showed 
that nearly all the ma^ social and 
political pr^s of colonialism lay shat¬ 
tered. The connumal card alone was 
available for playrng agamst the national 
movement and the rulers decided to use 
it to the limjt. to stake aO on it. They 
threw all the weight of the colonial state 
behind Mualim cocnmvnalism. even 
though it was headed by a man-^M.A. 
Jinnah—whom they disced and feared 
for hii sturdy independence and out¬ 
spoken anticokmialianL 


The outbreak of 
Wurld War II on 1 
hepicmber. 1939. 

'further strengthened 
Ihe reliance on the 
communal card. The 
Congress withdrew 
its ministries and de¬ 
manded that the 
British make a dec¬ 
laration that India 
would get complete 
freedom after the 
war and transfer of 
efrective govern¬ 
ment power* 

For cotfttvTng the rationalist de¬ 
mand and dhiding Indian opinion, re- 
kance was placed on the Mushm League 
whose pokbes and demands were coun* 
terposed to the natkmahst politics and 
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Both the Muslim League and the 
Hindu Mahasabha had run the election 
campaign of 1937 on kberal communal 
kne^U^ey had inawporated much of 
the naUd^t pro^amme and many of 
the Congress pejides, except llwse 
relal^ to agrarian issues, in their 
election manifestoes. But they had fared 
poorly in the elections. T|^ Muslim 
League, for namjde. won only 109 out 
of the 482 seats allotted to Muslims 
under separate electorates, securing 
only 4.8 per cent of the total Mrislim 
votes. The Hindu Mahasabha fared ev^ 






worse. 

The communaHsta now reahsed that 
they would gradually wither away if they 
did oot take to miliunt. mass-based 
poliUcs. Hitherto, organised ttum move¬ 
ments and cadre-basH politics had been 
built by radical, artti-swus quo nitionel- 
istf The conaervativea had shied away 
from mass movements. In the 1930s, a 






>^iK'i'esslul rixhi-winK OKKid ^4 nwss 

pt>l(lK’S, Whll h W<iUkl IX l( fll^lllt’ll 4W.I\ 

the vesU'd irittTi’slx. bc’^viim* 4\.iil.il4i* u\ 
llw (nmi m( ;Ik’ I'uncnx'til 
I iiiidu iiltd Muslin) ennuilunilivts ik\ 
tn liilliiw I his ninik’l MnritAtT. Nn' 
Cc»nicri*x'* b<id >a»r yni ;H’i|iiin’rl Imii 
rcHitH iiniDTix all tlv in.is^'s, vs|hsuIIv 
H rnuiu ihe Muslim ni.ism's: rxm ilu* 
UiiH’ lo lakr ailvaniaut’ "I (Ir it iviJilHa) 

imnintuntv. Moie ii was Iiki Uu*. 

Hrid’ru V NV.i'' adfk'il la tlu rx <nl to shill 
In rxiiHiu* MunIiiii i’(Hiiimin.iksni lx* 
must* the C4>ii»ni*Hs (U'lulfcl In rfuam*. 
unilit JaMiihaibl Noivus tiiiKlHixr. a 
nvtssivi* ivkni()ai|!ii h> work uiixhik Ilk* 
Muslim miiss4*s, kiviwn as liu* Muslim 
Mass Cuiihui hottr^nmr 
Tlx* aniinKmiiJism also irk'xm* 
aNv k'd In eximiK' umiwuikiIimii. TIh* 
Ltnitfivss ImcI mnw MUiie lar m Ihi* kill* 
lUJIh in «u\\*s>iini! ^tu^l 1 m loniniuiwl 
dvmamis. In hKt;;. Mw OHimiunal 
Award and ihi*n itw (invi rnnk ni of Irtdbi 
Art ol Ui;in ATvplnl m*ar1\ all Ihi* 
litxTal rnmiiiiiiul ikt.^ands. Nor did Ihi* 
National Coniicri'xs uppo^i* tliew; coih*(*s> 
siixix to till* lonuuunalists, Mut aik’Ii 
ennccssiunx wmild Iwvi* mi cant'iron 


1iKi7. the Cunjtress had perTniiled bulh 
MbkIu and Mushm liberal cncnmunalists 
lo work within ibe Cuni(rc«$ orfaru$a* 
tMHt lender Jawaharlal Nehru's and 
U'llx pressure the Coiwess was lorn* 
taO>* attarknft ihe communafeits. Not 
onh’ <lkl ii not acconmodaie thiin in the 
elrtnttins <4 1^34 and 1937. it mmrd 
Inwards expelHiR them frran the Con* 
Rress. and fiiialb did wi in The 
Mmdu (xnimunahiUs werv laeAR pnktkal 
extnvtKm. 1>K*y also had it» find a new 
hn^ and a new pniRranMnt' (ttr (heir 
snruval and growth. 


T he pmpoKiixais that itimmunalism 
has a kitoc of R» own and. d nut 
chei ked in it a early stages. Inevitably 
devekips mtu its 'hiRhef’ siaRes is ittus* 
irati*d by (he Ide lusinry id Muhamnied 
Ah Jmnah. Ilis case sHiiwh how ctxn> 
iiwnaksm k an nJined plane un which a 
consUnt »hde down becomes inevitable 
unless counter steps are taken. <HKe 
1 he basic dupts of ci Htvmmal ide< 4oRy are 
asrepted. (he idecikisy takes mvr a 
person bit by bn. mdependent of the 
subfeciive desires of the person. Thm is 




Mahaimt OeodhI W Koakhslk: srmhol et MAdu>Mki«ilm uaNv 


Riianmtce behind llu^m <»nci* the tiKXiRn 
rulers disappeared from iIk* scene* and 
die cuuiury canK* to be rak'd di*nxicrali* 
l ally, Moreos’cr. whal would iIk* ciHn* 
muralisis do m xt.' Since their dt'iiuiKls 
had bi en accepted, they had etthi*T to 
dissolve iheir pollticiil 'orR^iiusatHins. 
jpve up cumnunahsm uiid cixunvi puli* 
tK'Hl hanihn or discuv<*r new* di*in.inds. 
new threats to tlu*ir (‘isumunitieh. am) 
inexorably and without, neiessanlv. a 
eomk’Kius ilexiRTi turn Iowa ids extreme 
cmniiuinali^m. Similarly, tlw* Hindu vim n 
muiuilisis had laik*d lo Rrow. Kurtln^r. liD 


how a perMm who started as the 
Ambassador of Hindu-Mushm Uraty* 
etKled up hy denianthnR I'akislan. 

M.A. Jmnah came back (o India after 
bt*cofranR a barrister in 19(16 as a 
secular, hbcral nationaksl. a fulower of 
liadabhai Naordp. (hi his return, he 
uiiRiedulely puned the Congress and 
a(*t«'d as Oadabhai's secretary at the 
Calcuila session of the CociRresH in 
iHtXi. He was an opponent of the Muslim 
tedRue then beuiR founded. The ARa 
Khan, the first president of the League, 
was lo wnie bier (hat iinnah was 'our 


touRhesi opponent 
in 1906'and that he 
'came out in bluer 
hoxiihly towards all 
that I and iny 
friends had doiu* 
and were tryiog i«» 
*do...Me said that 
Dur principle ol 
separate olecio* 
rates was dividiiiR 
(he na'Hin aRainst 
nsejr. From HKHi 
onwards. Jinnah 
propagated the 
theme of nalional 
unity. eaniitiR 
fnmi San:qini Naidu 
the title, 'Ambassador of Hindu Muslim 
Umtv'. 

'ITtc first step towards .'ommiinahsm 
was taken without any desire nf his own 
and perhaps against his own wishes 
when he entered the Cenirx) LeRislative 
Couned fruni Hmnbay as a Muslim 
member under the system of separate 
electoraief. ll>e real slide down began 
when from a nationalist pure and simple 
he became a communal nationalist in 
1913 when he joined the Muslim 
League. This. c4 course, meant that he 
was sUn basically a nationahat. He rc* 


MMSATii rroaiw<i«M 
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munabst. l>unnj; the Jimuih's 

natiorttlism wai nti fully swallow«'d by 
communabsm. He revived Ibt* dtmn* 
andout MusHm Leaf;ue in And 
suned buildRK it upon and around tin* 
demand ftir a^ej^uardiriK Ihe mteiixs 
and rights of the Muslims'. His pnliivs 
was f>ow based on the basic comhiunal 
idea that 'Muslims should organise 
themselves, stand united and should 
press every reasonable point for the 
protection of ths*ir conununity'. At the 
same time, he still pleaded for Hindu* 
Musfan unity on the basis of a frt^sh 
UkIww l*act so as to fight ilw British 
together, and he c<KiperaTed with the 
in opposing gr>vernmeni poli* 
cies and measures in the Central lAg* 
isUiive Assembly. As Uie as 1925, he 
told a young Muslim, who said that he 
was a Muslim first: 'My boy, nu, you are 
an Indian first and then a Muslim*. In 
1927*2A, he supp^iricd the boycott of 
theSimnnCommisKion, though he would 
not an in the mass demonstrations 
agamsl it. 

Hut by now his entire social base 
t'omprisrd c<Hnmuful*mmd«d pcrsAui. 
He could not give up communalism 
without losing aB poHtK'sl influence. Ilus 
became apparmt in 192d*29 during the 
diHUSSsms on the Nehru Kep<irt. Step 
by step he surrendered to the mure 
reactionary communalisls, led bv the 
Aga Khan and M. Shafi, and in the end 
became the leader of Muslim communal* 
ism as a whole, losing in the bargain the 
support of naiumalist lenders like M.A. 
Ansari. T.A.K. Sherwam, Syed 
Mahmud and hts own erstwiiik* Keute- 
mnls like M.C. Chagla. His slide down 
was symbt^sed hy his becoming the 
author nf the famous 14 demands incifl*- 
porating the demands <ir the most reK* 
tmnary and virulent sections of Muslim 
ccimnit,Diali$ni. 

Joinah was further abenated from the 
main currents of nationalism as the 
Congress organised the massive mass 
movcnHiit uf 193U and started moving 
towards a more radical socio*economic 
programme. Moreover, the Muslim 
masses, especially the younger genera* 
were increasingly shifting to 
runonalist and left*wing pennies and 
ideokigves, Jinnah was faced with a 
ddemma. He saw little light; and decided 
to Slay mostly in Britain. 

But Jinnah was tor) much of h rnan of 
acliof) and of polilics to stay thi^re. He 
returned to India in 193^ to tytM! again 
revive the Musbni League. He initially 
wanted to do so on the basis of liberal 
communaltsm. Throughout 1936, he 
stressed his nationalism and desire fur 
freedom and spoke for Hindu Muslim 
cuoperaiKin. Knr example, he said at 
in March 1936. 'VSluiever I have 


JawahtrW fSefiru arrlvM for f MMlen onoeainu the eonMiwnaiioit 


hini-^persons such as Snrendnnath 
Banvnea. Bipm Cliandta Hal. Tei liaha 
dur .Sapru, C. Sankarvi Nair. and many 
morc^Jirinah loft tin* Cieigre%s. Hut he 
cnuld also sot* that moi'i* MxTal puhtKS 
had no future. And Ih* was not wiJbiig to 
gu mlo pohtral oMivexi. Tnlike most of 
llw other bbcrals. he turned to commun* 
at publics. He hevami' a hberal com* 
munalisl. The k)gic fiT omwuinabsm had 
asserted itself and tronstoimed hm first 
*rofn a natKinakst mto a oannwnal 
nstt^irtahsl and then mio a liberal coin- 


mained in the Congress and still opposed 
separate clectoraio« arguing that it 
would divide India into 'two watertight 
ctmipartmcnts' Hut he also started 
assuming the role of a spokvspi'rson of 
Muslim Vominullity’ as a whole. 1'hese 
dual roles reaihed the height of ibeir 
effectiveness m the Luckn<)W Congress 
l..eague Pact of whwli he .ind Tilak ntfc 
the joint authors. Acting as the 
spokesperson of Muslim cimniunalism. 
he got (he Congress to accept separate 
electorates and the svstem of communal 
reservations. Hut he stiO reniamed fuBy 
committed to natumahsm and secular 
politics. He resigned from the U*gisla* 
tive Council as a prolest Against the 
passing of the Kowlatt Bill. He refuted 
the communal assumption that self 
government in India would k*ad to Hindu 
rule; and argued that (he real political 
issue in India was Home Kuk? or 'trans¬ 
fer of power from bureaucracy tu demo 

cracy'. 

In 1919*20, the Congress took a lum 
towards mass politics based on the 
peaceful breaking of existing bws. Jin* 
nah disagreed and did nut find it poss^ 
to go along with Gandhi. Along with 
many other bberals who thouidrt like 


'hlMlltaintware^ 
okedtovolihrthe 
Ui|MbtcaiM^v«(ifor 
thtUiiwvrfPAiitan 
mavriilbrIilMi'. 
Liipit WQ 

attwMtatwaHquH 
lAirFtUirpnrM 
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l^aeue and h» c»wn sociatttr. ecununu' [ March 194U. bf to]d the students n\ 
catt>% and puloicaly c^mservativeviews, \ AhRaih: Mr Gandhis hupe is to subju* 
couid only be based un the cr«« U Isbm fptXe and vaasahse the Mushms under a 
n danger and the dancer of a Hindu rv. Hindu r«. Aeaui at Aiiearl) in March 
Jinruh deoded in 1V37-3B (o oiA fur lias 1941: I'akistan is not only a ptactkable 
bst optRHi. And once he lock this but the only coal if you want to save 
dcctSMi he went all the way towards Islant from cornpiefe annihilation n this 
extreme rtxnmunabsm putting all the country'. 

force artd hrilbani'e of his person^ly { If a leader of the stature ul Jinnah 
behmd the new puinrs based on themes ' (‘ouU take up pohtics and agitaDon at this 
of hate and fear. Krom now on. (he low level, it was uieviiabic thal the 
enttre politick campaign among Muslims average communal prupagandist would 
of tbs laOest communal lea^rs wuuM ! be ofien even worse. Men like '/.A. 
he geared to appeal to ho cureligiunisi s' Suleri and h M Durrani lurpas sed 
fear and insecuTUy and to drive home the themselves in Gochlielsian dcniagogy. 
theme that (he Congress Wanted not Even Kathul Hug. holding a responsihir 

a pusnioo as the* J^mier nf Ken gal. t<ild 

the session oi the League: 'In 
Congress provmces, nuts had laid the 
countryside waste. Muslim life, limh and 
property have been lo»t and blotKfhas 
freety fk»wed...'l1wrx* the Musbtns arc 
leading then kves in constant to'jxir, 
overawed and oppressed by Hinduii 
...I'heir mosques are ht^ing deHIvd and 
the culpni never found nor is the* Munliin 
worshipper unmolested'. M il (iazdar. 
a prumirK*ni League leader of Sind, told 
a League nweting in Karachi in Marx'h 
mh 'IV Hindus will have to Im> 
eradicated like the jews in Germany if 
they did not behave pniperly,' Jinnah 
wis however in no position l{> pull np 
such people, for lus own speeches oflcn 
skirtMl the same iemt<iry. 

9 ptfUiioA.«iePsM«ihai» The Muslim cvimnninalist^ now laun¬ 

ched a vicKNis campaign against nahorul- 
independence from Bmish tmpenahsm Mushms. Maulana Abul Kalam Asad 
but a Hmdu rgr in cooperatum with the ^ ^jher nainmalisi Muslims were 
Hatish and dommaiioft over Mushmsand branded as 'show boys' of the Congress, 
even thnr exterrrwalioo as also the irajiors to Islam and mercenary agents 
destrucimn of Islam m India. of the Hindus. 'I'hey were submitted, 

Lei US lake a few cxanpl«. In his ^junng l'>ir>47. 1 « mk'wI tirr<.r through 
presidential ad^« to League n appeals to rdigious lamiticsm anrl even 
ItKttk Jinnah said; The high command of jg physical attacks. Jinnah himself in his 
the Congress is delemuned. absolutely presideiitial address to the U«gpje in 
determined, (o crush aU other commum- ^ 1943 described Khan Abdul Ghaf- 
lies and cultures m Ihs aKmlry ^ Khm as being 'in charge of the 
establish Hindu ra/ in this country. In tigxJuisu^i influences and emasculaticffi 

V.O.Smrftar;toMv*dlnaMnduMM manal Palhans. 

Religion was also now brought mio 

_ _ the Torefrom of propaganda. In 1946. 

Mushms were asked to vote for the 
League because 'a vote for the League' 
/ \ and Paiustan was a vote for fslam'. 

/ \ League meetings were ofteti held m the 

/ MB mosques after Friday prayers. Fakislan, 

I . I ft was pronused. wouU be ruled under 

/ r». the Sharia. Mushms were asked to 

Y choose between a mosque and a temple. 

I ^ The Quran was widely used 'as the 

\ League's symbol; and (he League’s fight 

\ ^ with the Congress was portrayed as a 

\ M STV fight between Islam and Ku/i'finiid^y). 


dune, let me assure you there has been 
nn change m me. n<M the sh^dilest. siihv 
the day when Ijcnncsi tht* Indun NalHKVil 
Congress. I( may lx* I hav»* bci*n wuHig 
on some ixcasutfis Hut u hits r>i'VtT 
been d<ine in :i p<irtisan sinni. My sole 
and only iih^ei l Kis txx-n I lx* well.ui* of 
my Louniry. 1 Assuit you tiui India's 
mtereHl is and will lx* wrvil to nx and 
nothing will make me budge an in^h from 
dial iKisition. ’ ()n (lie oix* hand, lx* asked 
Muslims In organise seporaMy. on ihc 
oilx*r fianri. lx* aski*<i llx*ni to prove that 
their patnutism is unsullied and that 
their kive ol India and her progress is no 
less than that of any other convminity m 


If^i 8V«piU W MteWMWw* ni»7^t947} w 
•wC<war« PubtWiM Uy Rensuvt leew (ViMl lU, 
Htm 0«*H (I VU9 Dseai RnM 14 aso 
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AAIES 121 Marc*—n A^ril) 
H yo«i work haiJ yovi 
m ^ ♦’Moil;, die sut9 »o bo ituii« 

P||A^£U Mil Hit> nes.smep> shotiM 

MiaiisP^ <'1 iH'^ildte tA lAkt risks 

Profca«ioridi'< will ht' bv ineir 

$9Mior<j ProruiimiK ^ir likely 0« waiy of 

Iraiidf^ arm f.yc oi>rkdnf>, it would bo bdier 
lo avcMd conif<ivi'i siev A iiieasAnr w«’Ok lor 
tOvOr& 

GM0 ditti: Ih '■/ HI 
lucky numbers ; 'S >> 

Favourable direction Nuiih 


UC <21 Mk-2« AiQMt) It 
inief>d lu goi iranutd. 
the t4r>e IS M«l r>ohi Finan- 
^ cm* pvMoecis are briQhi 
Proicssion.^is and 
bus^nssmen wil r^rogress sieacMy A 
poimdol succof^^tof ^oortsineri There is a 
pussibAly of a rounroei with a long losi 
irMfMj A Hipr irnght bring a plrasani 
skvprisc at ihr. eriri o* ihc week 
6aod dalet' iG. 20. 27 
Lucky MtBben; 3. d / 

Faveuiabla atrecwe; Nonh easi 




SAGmARttfS (21 Nevam- 
btr—20 December) Khvjm- 
dial problems win be lavo- 
urably rtsolveo Business¬ 
men will tind thorn- 
seivess endowed wiiti iho Midan louch You 
must bMk on your own iniuilions (I you are 
empioved. you must control your emoimns 
al your place ol work. A friendship wMh 
someone ot iho opposiie $ex is likely. 
Good dat« I A. 19. 22 
LeCfcy eumbert: i, 2 . 6 

FaveeraHi direeUen: fasl 


B TAURUS 121 AenU20 May) 

I ir«;in('nM gai'i^ are hhi'ty 
Yod niiyhi ir^hctii some 
IKC'Peilv ServiccnM>n wA 
tie III III? good l>cck'. nl 
thou cmpIdvHs l>u nol tw rdbh u« iMiput 
hivi> m your riiMl un*' I hi‘ Mme dppiop«<* 
aic lui iivaiMiiKni' ii aihanres Do nut gni 
wcrkcHl up uinMii iii'Aor (irnhiem^ Yixi wA 
ii«tve a hkisy tmu' uiouksnig lie earciui 
aboijl yo^^ii lirritih 

Good dates: i/ ih Ai 
Lucky numbers :i.<i 
Favoorable direction StHiitneai.i 


G6KINI (21 Mav-2G JeMJ 
I it’i* Will !«» en exenbonr 
|y i Jf'i wiK'k You will ^liooted m 
r / r«yi<ivltiiii^i you do Unem- 

ptnyrils Oi.iy {Mr | 06 s 
Duainosu.nen wIi noi <Hrw expansion 
cppnilumlie^ I’nv.ili' V'ClOt ernp 4 <»yetf& 
Will iTiake cioud piontiv.s itie time is WA 
gocKi lor lovr>rs Sorbic u1 you will inherit 
profiorfies Avoid iv:>t» wru tgVi ‘dt core 
lu* ol enetiticr. whw inKitii dn you haini oul 
nf jenit)usY 

Good detet: in im jt 
Lucky numbers i. H. ^ 

Favourable direction: w«>^( 

B CANCER (21 June—20 July) 

Aiiisi:,, U'tcratuurs end 
rniisicians will find ihcx la 
icr>ts ri>cik^«$ed For the 
rest, however, there wtH be 
lew oppurluniiies Businessmen aie 
advised noi to lake unnecessary risks, A 
new friend of Iho opposite sex veil Iwing 
you happiness Social engagements wta 
keep you busy Ihroug^tuui the week A 
(ouiney is likely. If you have chiyien ihey 
win keep you nappy Watch your McaRh 
Good dales: 19, 2C. 2'<> 

Lucky nambers: 4. 6. 8 
Favourable diraclion: Nonn-easi 


VIRGO {21 AogiSt—2b 
',| Stattniber) Youi Kive kte 
j \ may i>oi be very nap(>v 
PoriH. novdisis and on 
^ T\l iiio 9 « who are engaged m 
line arts w«li do wiHf Itusiriessnmii hhgukJ 
avtvd spcnplMlive ventures Eacmitives 
rnav be cubased by iiiee supenus Avoid 
urgumnntH and do mil li< hasty in wkinq 
impfirUmldeciSHir'v The honie front w« b« 
pvacetji 

Geed daws i6. iv. t9 
Lecky eembers; 7. 8 1) 

Favotreble direcflee: South 


P^X i rai LtIRA (21 Sebten^or-Ml 
O clebir) A go^ vw:ek Iqi 
f“7n"*n loveis 11 you w*^ to yrM 
mnrtied. ihis cs the lime io 
pfO(««d Fnendk and r«ia 
Uves wit he very helpiul ^ oi those Ol you 
wtHi ore emplO'^ •• pronwtion if. likely 
Bktsmos&men should noi Ukc any hnsly 
decisions A lucky t>me for sponsm«n The 
(mmcslic honi wrfl remaai peoceltil stm] 
help you 10 bH« protcssional challenges 
Be i.iHehfi about your health 
Geod dates ir I9. 20 
Lucky awnberi: 4 7 8 
Favourable dirooiee: Souih west 

B SCORPIO (21 Octebdi—2Q 
November) 1ne stars are noi 
lavoiKiibie di^s week You 
sliould be saiishod with 
your lol and r>ol bo impa* 
iwTH Ol rash Oo ncd tiusi everytiodv You 
n>usi choose youi words carefuHy wh4e 
inletaciirtg wiih people Howcvei. do not 
bo depressed for belief limes are nui far 
ofl Rt^ on yuur mslmcU especiaay m your 
dealings wiih the opposite sex You 
mheni property. 

{teod dates: is. le. ?i 
Lucky Mmbers; 6. 7. 0 
Favoorabte birtcOm Wesi 


CAPRICORN (21 Dectmbfr— 
] 20 jMuarv) An exccNent 
' wfCh for love and malnmo* 

IMF alliances Vciing ladies 
A should look forward lo 
Hopu&ab horn men Think caroluiiy and 
consull your elders bpfupv tnking impoftani 
decisions The stats ate lavoutabie lor 
iho^c cuiiivaiing iho fine atia However, 
(here IS a possipriitv oi financial problems 
You mighi tisve lo char>gu your ruAidencP. 
CuoV later 10. 17. is 
Ucfcy aumbirs; 3. 7 g 
Faveerabte diredten: Moih wes^ 


p:okoxo:« 


AQUARIUO (21 January—20 
Fabreary) tn spile ui a lew 
disappointment thi^ i$ 
going in he a lucky penod 
for you Businessmen may 
ait(uT>p| new wniuies Oc carutul noi ig 
fHiri the scniimenis of (he opposite sox It 
you put m a lot ol hard work you will very 
Mxvt be rewardt'd Avoid quarrels and 
nove lose your trinpet Something you 
have been longing Igr wiir mnienaiisc lo* 
wjum> ihe end of (he week 
Goad dales: 20. 21. 22 
Lueky nembefi: 5. b. 8 
Favmrabls direction: South 

■ N PISCES (21 February-20 

«. Marsh) A lucky week for 
^ you Youi InenOi* Will 00 out 
< oi (he way lo help you 
^ Those who are lookirvg for 
fobs, may Imd emo Businessmen will 
chnch lucrative Oeals. The vmo is favour- 
.ibte for teunchirg new ventures PolMicians 
will ru< ihts d lime of success Oo noi 
procraslinato imporliint work Tho l*rnc is 
nol rghi tor matnmomal alliances Clear ail 
backlog of correspondence 
Good dstei: 18. 19. 20 
Ucfcy numbers: 3. 6. 7 
Pavoerabte direcUen: Casi 


Star PaitAm; Arfai—lia 

Their relaiiOnship cuuid bo rumeC due lo a consiani dash of wil« The Uo woman should not lot her pnde hold her back Iroin 
expressing her true feehngs The Aries man mus* be warm and lovmg but he sfexiid net get shhingiv possessive 
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TO SAVE YOUR LIFE, 
you MIGHT NEED 
yOUR LIFE’S SAVINGS, 


Ma)or illnesses can be pretty 
expensive indeed Reason why, United 
India has lailor made Mediciaim slabs 
to help you when you need help most. 

With Its total hospitalisation and 
domiciliary hospitalisation scheme, 

Ui Medidaim hops you cope with the 
heavy expenses ot majof iiinesses-a 
probability m everyone's life 

For a premium that arru:iunts to less 
than 60o a day. Mediclaim rf:fnbur$es 
your hospitalisation and donucihary 
hospitalisation expenses upto 
Rs 13,600/* per year (mif>imum slab) 
artd you can avail of tt.e best m 
medicare 

InciqMnsivc and tax-deduettble 

The most aitrachvc feature of LM 
Mediclaim is that premiums upto 
R$ 3000A enjOy a deduction on your 
taxable mcome, 

Hmlff Dfscouitt 

UI Mediciaim also offers a special 
family discount of 10 % if you cover 
besides yourself, spouse, two children 
and deper^dent parents 

Take the Ul Mediciaim Cover 



. 4 . 


We cover you all the way trough 



[Premum 

Prerrugm 

•• * to 

Hospitaii* 

♦ to ^ 

Domiciliary 

per day ' 

per annum 

SBten 

hfospi tali' 





satert 

RsOS4 ! 

Rs 

900 

Rs 10,500 

H iw 

Rs066 

Rs 

9&0 , 

Rs17,6CO 

Rs09S 

!RS 

350 I 

Rs 95,500 


fts164 

IRs 

600* 

Rs 37.750 

Rs 5,950 

Rssao 

Rs. 

040* 

Rs 59,750 

Rs 7,400 

R$356 

I Rs 1,300* ! 

Rs 89,500 

I_- 

Rs 11,500 


* Personal Accident cover available 
on off^ent of additional preimurri 






Bectronfc tabla 

hi' li'i hii(>l<iKV huu hn^ 
ixK spArrd vvrn I he si a id. 

(l achlAKul world of Jodiim 

iiiu!«ir It imy sixiiid 
MxiH'ulvil irH'unisrutsu:^ hut 
lodMv vtHi I'Hnpby miisu cm 
mu inih ^Mi i'U'tiionk' tun- 
I ml iihoinovidv 

.live Ml ip;i I Uj 1 K'Tlt I Ml t III' ok'C • - 
IrcKni iM'. 

riviiik'* lu tlm elforts of an 
M nvhfr.Miilir, MiKfraJi. 

{>. K;4jibir;iVciii< ilk' work! of 
CanalK musir i» now optMi 


lo Ihe fasi'iMi'ed world of 
okvtronk* insiruinenls -lh« 
L'Wrtrunx: fivrifN/rj «iOil the 
t^eclrocK' tublii. *rhc ek'iiro* 
lac prciduL'es sounds 

vi*r> .similar to ihc r<i/>pur». 
coiiHilete with weU-timed 
strokes. [)e»pile some 
liinitatkHis, im ludiiikt the fHct 
that the UMr can be used 
only for practice, theinstni* 
ments were welUrecolved 
and have become immensely 
popular at Car natK music 
concerts, 

Kajnarayan. who devised 
the two msirumenls, is 
understandably proud. After 
all. he has achieved some* 
Ihinj! which research units all 
over the country have not. 
And hts Ban ualore-based 
Kadel ^sterna ia manufac- 
tunnjt and marketing these 
electronic dutica. 


Angry Alva 

RAargaret AJva feels kt 
down once Hgaai and not 
withiHit reason. As minister 
(or youth affairs, sports and 
itild devekipment. she had 
spared no effort to send whal 
she thcAighi was a winning 
team to Seoul fur the XXIV 
OlytnpK'S. The Olympics 
came and went with the ‘wm- 
rung* team failing in win a 
single medal, thus putting 
paid lu Alva’s best mien- 
tinns. 

India's dismal iierfurmaiKe 
has prom pied ihe hon'bk 
minister (n take » firm st.ind 


s<i far as foreign tours by 
(iidiari teams in future arc 
concerned. The first lu find 
il self uii t he ch* ippmg block is 
the women's bAskeibafi team 
which was m heduled to leave 
for Hong Kong on b (Jetober 
to paitii ipate in the Asian 
Basketball Championship. 

'I'he team has been re¬ 
fused permission to go for 
the tournament, in spite u( 
the fact that a regular camp 
was hdd for the players for 
three months. I'he morale of 
the team is understandably 
low because these players 
had helped India secure the 
third place in an intematHinal 
tournament earber this year. 

s 


Rot-luck! 

Can a pothole bring you 
luck? In Calcutta. H can. The 
Consumer Unity and Trust 
Society (CUTS) has devised 
a unique competition m whid) 
prises will be awarded tu the 


beat photographs of ptithoks 
in the oty. Black md isime 
prints (if the brgr>t and 
worst pothuks wil K' judged 
m the “Find pikhoks ;ukI win 
a priae''»onti-sl. L C ''I'S vni 
then hand over the' pH turi-s 
in i he poi Ikiks to 1 he Cak ut- 
IH MuruciiMlCorpiirHiHA A 
order to Iwlp tlkin m Chew 
road repitirpiognuiiiiH' 


A new food 

^3eer guritk'n^haveMime 
thing to cek'bratc. 11 iei*ov 
cmnieMi «il IrKlladol'^ not 
1 rear beer as <i mere ak i'hi ilk 
U'venige ,my more: <iffH ulh 
spt'nkiiig. hwT t* now a liiod 
Item 

1*. Mural I. sevretaryof 
the l«H)d pr<k essAg numstCN. 
recentIv loM newsmen a 
M ysore that beer »k aig wm h . 
fruit. vegetabk*s. meat and 
grains ItwJ I'onv under (he 
tiurview uf the new imnKirv, 
Whik the portly Hurari i<x)k 
pains to pomt uut i hi* nutn- 
ttonal value of bei'f. another 
food scirfttist present mi the 
same press cunfereme 
pnintH out that eacess heer | 
could be hannful. But whu 
cares abuui these si*icTitu]s? 
Three cheers to I he new 
food! 


Media spread 

.c. vou ever u otxk'rL'd 
hi»w l.i'gi* iridu's md»» net > 
work IVfhaps noU what 
witn rekviA(« deiiuinding so 
much i>(ki>urv' tune, c'hk'* 
iulv Ml the urban ureas. 

Well, at present All Indci 
Kadio'stAIK>C(iver:igi' is 
second I ad)* tut hal ofthi' 

US, AlK's('<neragebvai('n 
IS (C^.Wlfk'rceiM and hv 
popuUMi^ .rcpei uiMf 
And it tlk* Sev ent 1 1 ] tin 
largv'tsare faciHs .K'lwAed. 
SI percent«gtlk'gi'og- 
rapliH ill area . 111 ( 151 ' fdiiirr 
cent o( tile world's M^iiod 
most popuUlediouniiy 
woiikl Ix'i'cA'erv'd, wlwli 
woutri ]W Indit ahi'.Kl of iIh' 
US. And efforts are cm by Hk* 
tfUonn.itMAand bcividcaHiing 
imnistrv tohuve round-the- 
clock radio hrojckast A tlw 
iii'arfiilun'. So. (kart sjug- 

geral Alkllk-rh’xIiAK* it 

may -Mme luid a pLwv a tlw 
ifumnesflioiikiii WiHkJkt'- 
airdf. 

Meanwhile, fhwrdarslni) 
tiMi IK niakmg rapid -vt rules 
not so much in icrms irf 
absukjie ()uahty but rkrinnt'ly 
by' way uf reaiTi f(V wlialever 
It IS worth. Areawise. I'V* 
covers 41) per cent ol (he 


THIS INDIA 


BANGALORE A BanpaKae bank was robbed by Ihree 
'myatenous youtha who ihresiened me slaH win ■ bomb, 
a knife and a pun. But they ten behind a not# sayinsi'‘U « 
funny. H’$ not a bomb, ii'a an ashtray It’s not a pun. it’s a 
toy pun It’S not a knla, y«v ear get it at any handicraft 
camre. TlAnk you Yotna. ihrea lokars.' Talk of pump- 
tion—Tha fncMn Pot* (ON. R^wi. Thane) ' 

VUAYAWADA; Al a press confeience « Eturu, Bhaian L» 
apoka m Hindi and had ubt imaiprated. depan the Union 
apneuBure nvntolar, 'Iweadaltyedbecaueeofthebersaar 
(rain}.' But ttia knacpraiar haard prasatf matead of 
. He said thai (he mMer was daiayad because of 
*haWy lunch (praeeefj and a pood sleep.* MercifuJiy, K.S. 
Aed. MP, haaiened b correct M vanetsiorH-nie Hindu 
(R K. dMne. HyderebeO 

NEW DELHI: Everytiing hae e price, mckjdnp markahsets 
of lha Date UnMratiy—or so Da aludants ikepa. Tha 
pnee: Rs SCO. Aecordkig b <ht OeW Unneralty StuOanls 
\jfion. fifank rmn M mtt ear bt bouohiltofli ba axanvna- 
tien branch of lha unNarairy Tha tiM (Pvam C. $Aha. 
Patna) ' 


Mitel U-M 


ODDS AND TRENDS 


count rv wink iIh* iKipuldlvn* 
c'ovefjigc is All ini|jrc>Mn- 7;i 
pi'rct'iit. WkirsniMie. M.m 
di I loU'x' hits di'CKk'd t.i in 

IfodlKV smHiii «hU'.|hhii 
AftcnirNiTi irkcaKi, A^'i'inii 

hourol aliernoontckcnsl 
in the pLiiimiig si.igc loulti 
nkiit 4 y haw a IS-fnair ii'lc- 
iviKt <iiy. 







SUNDAY SPORTS 



In one of its worst Olympic debacles, the Indian coniiitgenl returns without a 


single medal 


C Mniriir> lo all cxpiM'ialMritK. 

AD IikIuiii (4*;)lur4' In ihi* 
M n( the XXIV (NMitpacs 
Kilt I'xrepI for ifv CfHn$ifa 
iiH'ith of iIh* oriatusor'^ lor 
U^xiMK eveWs Hi Seiwl- his eHort* wem 
un/iotHed. He was, afier all. rusi a 
rvfcre^ for llw hanlaniweifzhf finsK. 

H'or Ilk' rvsi ol the athleteli. sports* 
men and woim^n and ihe hortkx of 
offifiah, ii wa» jysi awHlKt tatnho.et- 
where llte athletes rested whik* the riMik 
t^Kik part in tlie jiuuffunf marchpasil As 
usual, Ihe Indians caow tMik with a load 
uf tfifls and purrhaiu • in lieu of medals 
And memoncs of a fortniid>i of hin. 

Not that murh was expected. India 
had never won a medal except in hock* 
ey. The Iasi 'if that had come eiphi 
years aiio, when tile West boycotted the 
Moscow Olyinpics and India couldn’t 
help but win a^pinsi a very weak field. In 
every other discipline, we have always 
been mere participants. Occasionally, a 
Shriram Scnith would reach (he final of an 
event, or a Miikha Sinnh would lose a 
medal by a hair’s breadth. 

In recent times, all of India has been 
pinning hopes on P.T. Usha The girl 
has been spearheading the Indian assault 
on medals at the Asian level for many 
years now. In the Los Angeies Otym* 
piad, she fmlshed fourth in the 400 
metres hurdles final, after winning her 
heats. In rhe euphoru that followed, one 
Slopped Id think that the entire Kastem 
had boycotted the LA* meet, (o 
counter what had happened in Moscow. 

In true Hindi (ilm fashxxi, every 
success is blown out of all proportions 
To most Indians, Usha’s feats at (he 
Asian level meant she was ready to take 
on the world And. considering her form 
even a year ago, no one put it beyond 
her to at least feature in the Final ol her 
favourite event,the ^ metres hurdles. 
But the fad is. over-exposure and 
competitkm in too many events, had 
sapped her energy. More impixtant, she 
had been nursing a nagging injury fw the 
past nine months. Instead of laying off 
for a long itretch-^even shaping the 
(^mpirs, If ciimpeieni doctors advised 


it—l.'sha kept on practising and taking 
pein*kiUers. 

i'sha limped to last place in the 
qualifying round at Seoul. And the only 
person responsible for this was her 
cuach, Nambiar Pampered beyond all 
norms, deroraled with the 'Dro* 
nacharya' award. Nambiar rode the Usha 
bandwagon as if he was the cham^. 
Hie truth it. he knew httle beyond what 
the MS could offer, refused to take 
anybody’s advice—whether Indian or 
foreign—and was hell-bent on finishing 
Usha. perhaps for good. 

The aijury and the drugs told very 
heavHy on the girt who should have been 
resting at home rather than exhibiting 
her lack of bUKSS in Seoul. Usha had 
obviously been egged on by her coach, 


ForVwlfldtanitMttMini 

t -I-- ^ u _1.,^ 

imn 91 ofiQMt n wM JM 
aneUir ImbciM «lMn th* 
HhMMrMMMWHtocMk 
UokpirtlRlIwiMvnl 
wrdvMl Ai Hianh* Indtam 
eamtackwNhiMoliittiand 
|MRl«Mi fei be ol mMi. And 
RWHciii of I forM|M (d (■) 


Th* trOia-PaeiMA hoetwyiMMa In 
progrttft. tuMenUfwntel dibeelv 



who must hj^ve known sll ak)n^ that the 1 
hurdles specialist aniUn'i even walk 
pix^rly when the pam came. And it 
came quiw often, usually in the mom* 
ines. 

'Ilie second hope for India was m 
I)oc'key. After the 19A0 Olympk s, Indu 
slid to the boitom of the 12-team 
rankmits. Hk usual dirscs were sunx 
unseen enemies blamed and finally work 
at reconstruction of a Kood team was 
started. Kui just a few minor sut'cesses 
were etHm^h to send hopes soaring 
•i>tain. Officials and plavers ahke fell they 
were m with a change \>f a modal, 
Considenne ihe depths Indian hockey 
had sunk lo in the recent past, sixth 
position at the Olympics must be con¬ 
st nied as a success t^ sorts. 

But Indm will never win a hockey 
modal ngain unless ilie basic approach to 
Ihe tfame is changed And, for (Jus. it n 
imperative that we swallow our gall and 
Stan thinking of approaching European 
coaches for the game. Now we need 
them as sorely as they needed us 
between the World Wars and shortly 
thereafter 


The scandal (Nympics 



W hat does one ca0 it—ihe Drugs 
Olympics, or the first profes- 
sknal Coan^} Whatever the label 
'the XXIV Otympics held in Seoul n 



the second tortokht td September 
this yeir, wi go ixwn as tin brth- 
eit msaeved kom (he CXyngdc Ideals 



In thek, urge to wet raedsls. ns- 
tiom and MhiduaU visd wid) one 
another to igect banned drugs so 
that ibe spert^wople caM petforra 
better ibn dvsr ^unttsT best The 
m^iise is much more deep-rooted 
ihvi ebs general pubk suntects. 
According to Edwin Moeea, the 
legendtfy burder, mere thvi half the 
leo^ng nort^)eople d the weald 
take penonntnce- e dmKtig drugs 
or a regdar buss. The fiset that 
otBciaktem is not pmiacularty keen n 
preventing tbeir use is prov^ by d>e 
GKt that 'msidnir medicine is used 
freely to try nl pieva u laboratory 
testa from showing the use d drugs. 

Even as thouandt.gf stiddes 
itiove'frster, bigbsr aod strmgtf. 
tbc Olyndka dr^'detectien centre 
worked iavcciddy to ay sod detect 
dw use d tafair mean^And they 
etreek esriy. Sd weigAMtis were 

djaguaWed Md eevm efihert dso 
ndibed si iwtine uriae )etta. 

But the taggeat ooch of si was 
Ben iohpacair who bpd oredoed 
tnoQlbs ago tet be wwdd'te the 
KK) netiVa m seedvk. He did 


rMCMLeviidAs 


Jamaican-boni Canadian nAkma) had 
anbibed an anabdk steroid which is a 
muade-buydiflg stimuiant He was 
stripped of the gold medal, banned 
for two wars from competitkA and is 
now fsnig a probe by the Canadisn 
government. 

Johnaon was cerliinly the biggest 
caidi, but doping tests conducted 
over the biit twenty ygars have 
proved that drug abuse hai been 
rampant in several countries, biitkUy 
restricted lo the developed coun* 
tnei. the use d drugs—not only to 
build up power but also to lose, 
weight which weighlbftefs. boxers. 
wresUera and the like can use to 
advantage—spread to more and 
more ai^i-conaooas nationi. 

The pressures of Ojympic tom* 
pe titi on etmed ft all. Cou^ with 
k * was the entry d big momy, 
The life of a*^ aportsper- 
sen is uauaHy imked to a decade, 
sometanea even laaa. Hia main drive 
today to ntfoig enough mdbey with¬ 
in this dme to tost a lifetime or more. 

WhAe tpon% bodies mt trying to 
fight the evil with sophlatkated 
equipmeio. unecnipidoue spartamen 
a^ their coaches and physlciiAS are 
already workiag on a new device to 
apect raw power into sportimen. 
According to one of the werkTs 
toadmg medical jour^. lencef. the 

toieat tedn^ being developed to 
blood doping. Thto could be done by 
irdecting pidied red cells into the 
blood stream. Thia, according to the 
jowMl will be abnott impossible to 
deled. 

Alreedy. ateroidt are known to 
damage the kver and. in some casesi 
' to lead to cancer. Blood doping couM 
bring even more lethal aft^-efiecta. 
Bui. with (he current wave of victory 
It icy coat, there wi undoubtedly 
be scores of mottapeople agreeiiig 
(0 the advice of th^ CoachM and 
phynctons to damage their bodies to 
earn tome and fortune. 

WhAe 4^cto)dam will undoubtedly 
step up its efforts to end thto 
Kourgs. nothing can be done to 
ensure hr convedtioo wti every 
radon's 9poTii machinery to used to 
test athletes for medkal atimu- 
Intir^ a regular buto, Until 
aittetea know thi^ caooM get.awir 
wid) thto sort of aoMinfr they ^ 
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SirNDAYSPOKTS 


i$ love in her eyes^> 




n 







Nature gift^di^ou rv*s... 

Keep ihem amd beautiful 

^ tkt n^i^ra! w»i/ 


Cineraria Schwabe 

PROvrN 

HOMEOPATHIC 

FORMULA 

[ ij FOR EYE CARE 


C4IIIRAPIA 

.MAIimU 





ITS REODLAR 
USF SOOTHES. 
CLEANSES ANU 
KEEPSYOUft 
EYES HEALTHY 


Mo»« if'W* tur«c1 
iitid pw'krd 
In W«^i Ck*rin«u»y 

by [>r. wnimarHi hwabe 



Schidade 


’'m 




Frvealyle wreslhfift wa« aiK;ther spurt 
wh«rv tn^ was supposed to do credit • 
ably. In the Munich Olympics of 1972^, 
we pbced Iwo erapplers in hnuth posi- 
lion. In 1980. one took fifth place. Four 
years bter. there were three within the 
fir«t SIX n dtffercm weutht cate^iries. 

Kul. despsite the mptifX' of a Soviet 

coach alter the *86 Asiad, nrme of the 

Indian izrapplers iittt beyond the fourth I'' c'd 

round, three shc^ tif e:ir1ier successes. U^Jv i 

In boxmic. the third r<iund was the iB^ i 

Imvt- but even this was nut reached by JfwS * -fM 
any of the other Indians in an> discipline, B 

'rennis canie back to the Olyinpn* fold M 

after fin years, bui it didn't do India any 
Kuod. Vi>ay Amntrif kist in the Orst ^^B^^ ■ 

round, n^ile deeshan All reaihed the f 

set'iaid. 1'hc Amnlr^j brothers also 
made* a quii’k exit frexn ilw douhle;^. 1*hi* iBBBV^^II 
Slory was tlw same in labk* tennis, and • hi 

in yMhtmii! India tiKjk I7iH positKin. . 

While all that our vxMjns archers did was .1 >/. 

to itain the experience of a top iniernji* ■ IV ^ ' 

iKjnal meet, Sonu [hiMii, <mr young I . ' ' 

shiHilinK star, en^rped :tikh and i:tih m 

her two events. And Khsiun Singli 

Tokas went out after the first'roui^ 

heats for the Jl> rm*!res butterf v event . WF1E«B|H| 

m swimnnng. 

both SiMiu and Kha»n had been 
Itaimiig for years under lop intemational i 
oucht^. one in the USA and (he other in FT. tww: tgneniinv 
AiisiriilM. Ifotluouc hes waxed ekxiuent overtlieii wards, but 
(\wy had rHgliiiig to xlviw tliai titey hiidn't earlier. They were 
Ipvcii prc’leiential treatment not hemp asked to pass the 
<iualifnng marks m Indui. Obviously, neithet was niedah 
nsiieruil at Seoul. It will be siirpnstng if such lenency » ever 
slxiwn to any sport ^person in future. 

but the laKgest drama iHice again featured the hapless 
I 'sha Nambiar. ,is is his wont, irx-d l<i browbeat the officml 
ailik'lK's ciuMii DUO ux luding the obiiuusly unfit Usha in llie 
4x4>k) metre n4ay xiitid. In an unprecedented shrrw o( 
sofadaniv, aff iIh' other girts threatened tn wulk out of the 
team if ll?4i.i was irnkided. Finally, a cnmproniise so)u1iim 
was worked oul; Uslia's iinH* m the* 4iki metres would be 
riMinled. ff siw wa** found to Ix' bi tter than .my ol the erther 
girls, she would lie in the* .squad. St)i* faik^ci to measure up. 
*11 h* girls didifi qiLihry for die fmal, but ihtir timing was mneh 
heller Uvm they had rei'orded m the usx*nt |wst. 

but the tact is. tlie relay time was well above I he mimmuni 
standcird set hy tlie athletx's federation to qualify for the 
iMsiiipH's. It was a lasimanutc niinisieiial decision that got 
not only the rvbv quartet, but a lot of olliers on the Ihghl to 
Seoul Tins was essenlaHy a gesiuie of eitcoui agenienl to the 
spi^tsmen and wxanen of ihc country, but tins will obviou^y 
be misconstrued now. 

It IS neg WHigh to saj' that because we can't win medals, 

we sNsiWn’t appear at the Olj-inpic*, ITiat eerves no 

purpose, because wv dwi'i have either the finance or the 
»ngkr-minded deds'-jlKm uf the Chinese who shut themselves 
ill lor many years and came back into the internatk^l arena 
only after they fiad aitaned world standards. Instead, token 
repr4*:ien(atKNi ?thoukl continue, hut stress sltould be laid (m 
vouiigstvrs with an eyv to the future -mavbe two Olympics 
ahead 


Trusted eye care a«^ ta 








KANlJOM NOTKS 


MinOaHAKSHAiA 


Copsand 
ministers 


I S (fujarat chief minister 
Amarsinh Chaudhary fmd* 
inR the slate's director* 
Ri’ncnilof police, Marunohan 
SiHRh. too CouRh to tackled 
That the two do not see eye 
t<i eye with each ulher is an 
fipeii svcrel. So. when a 
Karoda baied dail> from* 
(Wired 4 siorv that Sin^h was 
likelv to lie transferred to 
l^unjab, no one was sur* 
pnseU. I'he sUte Kovem* 
ment llicn promptly canK* up 
with a denial, and .^nidi him¬ 
self found the matter *^00 
triviaf" Ki take note of. 



Chsudhery- unawccessrui pvy 

How dk) tlw su»r> ilicn lux I 
its way to the press? 
Apptirenllv, the st^»ry was 
pLiiik'd by Chaiidhary him* 
sell, when he 'ibited Harcda 
en rtHiiv to [K*lhi, ihrouRh n 
juiimHiisI fneitd of his, The 
CM iltouRhi That Ik couki 
move the powets*that*bv in 
Ik'lhi to push the p<ilK.'e chief 
out of the way. hut failed m 
the pfitcess. 


First blood 


M aharashtra's chief 
minister Sharad l*awar 
won his first vtclory over bis 
rivals III )n» Cahinci before 
he left for a founeen-day 
tour of HnxUnd and the Ign¬ 
ited tdtstes in search of NKl 
invetirncm, A few days pnor 
to hii departure a suiry was 
planted in the press sayins 
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Fewer (lem end Feiil. power pwnes 

that mimster for industries 
Kiintno Adik would head iriK 
chiet numsirr while he was 
away. The repoir was 
promptly deneO the fiArw* 
mu day iti an item wlech said 
(hat each minmii'i wnukl kiok 
lifter his own di'partnu'iit. 
1'his obviously annoyed Uw 
ambiliouH Adik, After some 
parleys. Sharad f*awar re* 
lented Imi played U clcu*rly 
by apputniPiK Adik t<» fcmh 
after everythmu but home 
which was enlrusied to 
Sushd Kumar Shinde. 'Ihd 
Vawar feci tlwt he enuki not 
trust Adik on the home 
frurl?" asked a wag. 


Staying Pawar 


P :m .ir has hern UfrsliiiQnL: 

mac than ju<<r lus nvnts 
in his Calanel these* days. It 
IS well known tlial former 
chief iiunislei V.^sanidada 
Patil was coUndmit with the 
SIhv Sena and ItK rcteiuly 
rvliabditated A, K. Antulav to 
counter the power wirkSed 
by IIk* chief muiisiet. Their 
plans becalm* so apparent to 
the hi^h rommand that n 
recently sent parry treasurer 
Sitarani Kesn tc» make D 
dear lh. 1 t J^war was there 1 u 
slay. SpeakAit at a hurriedly 
calk'd nM*ctui){. Kc&n left no 
one in doubt about which side 
iVlhi was on bv 
|*Hwai for his seiuLinsni and 
cfiKicncy. Naturally, the 
amhitxius Vasanidada M nut 
take llus toe* wdl. Srwie 

MiiUKtt that Dada'ft ilne»— 
he is now recuperatinx in 


Hiunhay Hosjirtal after an 
attack 4 if brt*athh‘KsneSs and 
a b|di dudx tx annU - wan a 
dir eel ii>n‘«<'uuiix'e nf Kes* 
n’s unpalaiaMe messaee. 


T Ih* rnfanxius Auto Slsiok* 
ar M'andal mchk to be 
Ketlmx uiuikier. Slutnkar n 
now njail under ihi'<i<x>ndaH 
At1. whHh means that he 
m*ed not In* produced bcfwe 
a cmin UP to a pcrxxl of one 
vear. 1'his led AlAhMK 
k'iKk'T fnvaUflha to alleizv 
that such nKMMTalHHi only 
piMiit«d to a t'onspirac’y m 
Inch pl»'os lo k't hnu iind his 
icu>x fit** all or a vear's de- 
Icntfon. 

jiivatilillki s lonlcnlxm is 
I hat uiHkr Ik* (irevaihnj; In* 
iLiti bw’N Ik* kdk*rs would 
lx* S4'VereJy p(*n.ilised but ui 
ook r Ui (irotect tkiii frian 
faimp <*Kii j fate. I he tfov* 
eminent has held them under 
the ptotctlivr unibR'Ha of 
the tftMHKU** Act. Ml that 
they nuv k* lei ciff Ik- hunk 
aft 1*1 a vein’s (k'teiilKXT. 

Hut Madam Jayaialiilia is 
cleaWv v<*rv weak un Indian 
bw. Auto Shankar and osn* 
pany are now being hukt 
ShanMr: (nwrkv apiaoM 



under the (loundas Au to 
prevent them frcmi M*cklnt 
bail after the 90-dav irnpiis- 
onment period is over. 

Hut who cares tor facts 
when puMiciiy is more nii- 
pnnam? 


BuHding a name 
for himself 


T liero’s no en<l to his 
ntexalomania. Andhra 
I'radesh's chief mimster 
N.T. hany Kao recently 
aereed to tnauiitnnite a hous* 
uiR projet*!- -on the condition 
llial It was nanw'd after him. 

'I'he Hansilal project at 
Secunderabad in Andhra 


NTfl: nardMlailc vibnis 

I*i 2 hlrsh has been seeing 
nxin* foundation sbm< s ihan 
k»usi*s. Kirsi, It was former 
CoiiRTess chiel niimsier 
Chenna Keddi wlx) launched 
tk* iKiusiiiR projc'ci duiing 
his tenure. The piojeci, 
fUimed afier G<iiiilhiji, was 
nK*anl to provide 7!Vi Ixiuses 
J«>r the weaker seclKms. A 
f(*w uniiH Wi re budi diiriRR 
his time and then it was left 
l<» the late chief minjsicf 1*. 
Anjaiah to restart the 
scheme by laying n secfmd 
foundation stone ami calling it 
Chack Nchni Nagisr. 

'Ilvil WHS all. Akmt 25b 
IxHises were k*(l l<i U t>uih 
Hod siibseqoem Congress 
go\enirivenb did little to fin* 
ish Ik prc^'l. Until NTK's 
"niaffHmimity" did the trick. 

'Ilius wa» horn Nandamuri 
'ranks Kama Nauf.« 
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Devi Lai’s 
Humpty 
Dumpty theory 


JethfiMiaoi ceniilcilAO veraieea 

Inspector 
Ciouseau’s 
flying visit 


S iianjft* an* tht* ways ol 
Kdiii Jeihiiulani llw 
knh'kcr UtthmcIc* s Insp«t 1 i)r 
JvibmaUm. wh<»tt 
Ml Ni*w Yi>rfc. ni*w lo India 
l<»r lUMt tiiH' day—ici wcure 
Ssinjav SinizhV bad. Ilul it is 
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Ihi' nunmt in whk)> ht* 
re»'hc’J Luckntw that raisi’d 
eyvliniws, Jeihnubnis wr- 
KHKi iH that Ih* fifw ic» iHrlhi. 
IIhmi t««A a <’ar aH ihc wav lo 
Uh'knnw. X\k' fw'l that 
Harvacu CM lh*vi l^l was in 
thar^ff luh transport lH*rt*'. 
Ik* ft'iiuisilioned a spt*nal 
llaivaiKi KovemiTK’ni plarw 
to t'an him all llw way IrtHn 
Ikdhi III Kiinpur« fnim when* 
a car lorionWd hy Lai Hook 
him lo i.uikiH>w. Hut who 
p><id his tur (arc? 11 the 
jsmpevirK' cs to lx* bekevcd. 
Arun Ndiru. 


Azad’s new 
anti-dissident 
formula 


T tw nihar chk’l minister, 
UluKwat Jha Azad. has 
I'hanied lut a new stratet^ lu 
ciHjnIrr dissident a< tivily in 
the Klalt*. Ihrec editi^r^ are 
believed tu be involved in the 
uaiiK'pUn. The cnnipromtse 
fiirmub w’orked <wt is that 

llie three joumahslK would 
mrt ptai^ Azad in their 
wnietips. Instead. Azad 
would supply them, frmi 
time to time, mfc^nruition 
a^siinst t)r Jaicsnnatli Mishra. 
a lonner chief nutiistcr and a 
key dissid(*nt kader. Tanq 
Anwar and the perennial 
sJeaieball Sitaram Keari. 
CMr M the editors incidenal- 
ly runs a features agency. 


WMI the cousin 
attend? 


W ill Kajiv Gandhi alttrnd 
liw wrddinK (A Arun 
Ni*hru*s dauKhler on 2 Z 
Oitoixn? IS the nues* 
tion ilui has iH'vn ciii;dibng 
rjuite a irw ConKrcHSfiieii. 
.should Kiijiv not attend the 
wcddins, then u really means 
that all IS over beiwcen him 
and hl^ cousin. Hul if he* 
does. thiM It wtiulcl expose 
his umhivalent attiludv: lam* 
Kistinii his erriH’H in rxiblic 
(Hit aixfpitiifl them in pri¬ 
vate. MiiMivcf, should Kajiv 
attend the fund h mi. a will 
only take tlie wind out of the 
ContcresKinen's sails, who 
have s|iared no opportunity 
to hiidmouth Arun Nehru. 


Why Sheila DixH 
refused to work 
in the PM's 
House 



DMIt! low proffio? 

W hat's Sheila Dixh. the 
minister o1 state 
attached to the PM*s (Xfice. 
up tu? Dixit was offered a 
ruiiHi at 7. Race Course 
Kuad--1he PM's resi¬ 
dence- -to t^raie from; the 
room WHS ad/acent to Satish 
Shama's. SIw refused. The 
kjizk: first, it would expose 
her lo the jtlare of publicity. 
Moreover, any visit to Dixit 
would be construed a$ a visit 
lo the I'M. Should there be 
any mix-up, the PM woidd 
Eft a bad name. So mnrh 1« 


HMDS* ti-aocwwiM 















Durability and reliability: 
the hallmark of perfection. 


Ask anyone who has owned a 
McolourTV for some years And 
youldecide thar nochrtg less we 
do for you. too 

Because SPL colour TVs last 
longer and perform Oetter Not 
surprising, seice iheir 
components are douOfe soldered 
lothePCB To ensure that they 
stay m place Andtoellminaietrte 
nsk of corrosion Thus removing 
the most common cause of failure 

Besides, highly crnca 
components like fly-back 


Transformers. Oeflecbon Yokes 
and Tuners ae made m 
cokaboraoon with Sanyo of 
Japan And tne tough. 
hgiht^iMight caOkiets are 
manufactured e>‘nouse at a 
modem Inpction mouUmg plant 

AM irus means durao*ty and 
rekabibty wtuch BPL rs renowned 
toi 

V«sn the nearest 0PI dealer today 
And own the naamark of 
perfection Avaiiabieinarangeof 
trend setting modeH 



YOU'LL FIND IT IN BPL. 




Akeoiw fiM b€9tt 
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Wilk FUkr Mi th« filter tr«nct is ogarvttM 
l&nf y«an ago. Today U'a atiU the finest 
Id taato, in eatiafaction. Hand-picked virnnia 
to baccoe mamed to an efficient filter make it so. 
Millions of smokere have discovered it 
then stayed with it 


WILLS FILTER 







The Gr^ Survivor 



















W*^-‘ • 



COVER STORY 21 

TWMEAT SUtVIVOII 

s 
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LETTERS 


A government for 
the rich 


T 


iH'i'fiviT s«ijn (4 fitnr 


Ih r>l)tinu'' 'HK*111 iht' ihh'Kj* 
sKMl thill Ihc (if 

till* lH'<ihl('. hvllK‘h<*<*1>k\ 
hirihcpvo|)li*'in lixlia has 

tin’llKiulh' (liaiiu«'<1 til ti ')2i»s*« 

crmitiMit Ilf Ih' rich, hv ilic 
nch. fur iluMkir. TIh'imv 
sinuli* till’! nr r<'«|)(insihk' fiir 
this iinliirUirMU’Clwiip' is 
the cxiuMicliluri' i>?) vk'i tH>fH 
riimiiiii; into (I ores (if 
riJ|H*ei*. This iiivai uiNv lovi's 
ns(' I n, I vu lous (i rt )v' wIks e* 
in tHihiTiesMiieii dole <iul 
(lores Id finitna* eki lions. 
hikI in limi leK'ivi* fiivmirs 
>^1iK'h iii(llti|}lv iIh'II 1 lore h. 

Is Ihis (hen ii uox'miiH'nt 
ih«il IS i4ii|ipoM.*(l to wcirV foi 
the poor' 

Hu $4h} £. B^guwaU. Botrtim' 

Ilitthsrs$h&0t 

• 'Hm ' (il litmc«' hi't wi'v'i I 
poldiVMiis iind hiisine'<snH'ii 

IS hke that Mw(H'ti a prosti 
lulcandapTinp; hithUuk 
siiHH'iiiy. ’('his IS purely a 
reliilKMisUp of coiiverwiK'v. 
Kle( Umis are won on the 
sireri^h ofUait nionev sup* 
plied by Uisine.ssmenand 
indusiriulists. who then feed 
on the power wk'I dl'd by the 
ruling: pnrty. Om e you have 
(his backing, you o^n itei 
away with unythina, 'llw 
curse of Indian cU'inucriicy 
has ni> redemption. Pertidps. 
only time can he^ us. 

U.S. fyr, B^ngMiof 

9 The cover iitnr>* IS m* 
(en'Siiny. but seems to suf* 
fer from h sirona bias apamai 
people m buHincssand irtduS' 
(ry, paniciilarly (he com- 
ment: "1'rue, but the indirt* 
tnalibts' support of the free* 
dum nKivemvnt also stem* 


I iiH'd fr< mi the c ei'< 4911(11 m i 
rh.i( (hi'ir future wastnehler 
luyli'r (Im* nalHnulisls.*' To 
SI ( I (m* least. i( Is um hnn( • 
.ibk’ loaHeae (ha( these in* 
dusdi.ibsts, who w(*re wilhnp 
(^1 samfitY evvrydunK and «o 
(11 kul U* lh(‘ KitHin’s cause. 
iIkI so with «in ulterior mo* 
live. Is It n'nousK heme 
suii!p*’HUHj iliat mihistruhsts 
would lie prepared (f> pay a 
heavy price m (hi* preM ru Uit 
berwhts m the unknown lu* 
(iifi"’ rt'inember (hat 
tlk' penod uikki referi iK'e 
w;is llie IV^KarKf:H>s. 
nr«*y. MS. 

> rile ('over story niiKk* 
if^KMl ri'kdinic. f Hir I'ountry is 
iTi I his son V HI ale * niIv hi' • 
lausi' III IIm* iiiuluidilv of 
lilt c tests ol our fMilila uins 
;iiid huHinessinen who do not 
lidvv ilie Hoixiot Ihi' country 
M heiirt. /U 3 reHull of this 
nussexpliHUlKin. the com* 
(»>n null I ill ways jei't s a raw 

OJ. P^trw. mmbmw9m^ 
iOfH00i 


freinloiii of the pnss, H,yiv 
(fkndhi has tdiownconsKk'r* 
alile wisdom m relriunnp 
fnaii riMkiAK (Ih* Kill uUo a 
law. NoleiOsLiUvenieasun'S 
ul rt'ceiil tunes have peiier* 
ated as nMa li hi'at and pas 
sHmas (lie iMnnialnHiiilill. 
1 *houvh the Opposition 
raised ils voice a^tamst (Ik* 
Kill, it luthecmx'i'lt'dailiim 
ol the press which nvide tht* 
Kovemnieni (iunKc its 
Hiand. 

However, it sluiuklnirt bi 
laken for Kruiited (hat the 
press nou( c'sinlry is with 
nut Its Menuslii's. In the 
name of puhhshinj; sensation* 
aiilenis. thi'pn'sshas. on 
(KTasHUi. exi^'ediMl its kniiis 

Hy wiitKlrawiriK the Kdl. Kii* 
pv I >andhi has only remolded 
the media that they sIxHild 
perform iht'ir tasks with :i 
sense of resprxisibdity, 

MM Carfeefla 




WiM step 

A prop) Ml ihi' report. Hr*«e 
thr fti/l w:iH kHkiI( 2 ^ 
Octotieri. the withdrawal ol 
(be IhTaoMtsm Kill hy the 
(*nnH' Minister ptoves that 
he wau tkK out to curb the 
RaltvOanOM; ttwh <fMI 


■ I’heunequfvociilafidun' 
cundihonal withdrawal of the 
befamatkMi Kill hv Kajtv Gan* 
' ^ proves that he is lu*en t<i 
preserve (he denHicracv of 
the country. Of iHiurse. one 
cannot di*ny the nui'ewsity id 
ha vmtf a stricl law m de* 
faniatummourcouniry. Hut 
existinK laws are nxire than 
adequate. Had the Hifl been 
made into law. thexoH'm* 
men( itself would have been 
. (he most affected. Leaflets 




if*. 



and cyclostyk*d sheets would 
have eiiK'rKodas an alterna* 
live meiiiis of feediiiK the 
people wiih Rossip abiHit the 
Rove rnme III 

H'he r<»lc (4 the press in 
'^inndinK up aRamst Ihe Kid is 
indi'C'd comniendiible. Jour* 
naiisis should now use Ihe 
power uf their pens lo un- 
iiMsk iIk* Rtiili y. ixu put a 
>iui n of c< in upi H m wi t he 
iiintxent. 


Mpt^myk 


0ykh0 i i99. 


UkyttM 


Only in %\zm 

I I w'aslieitrtenii>Rluk*arn 
thaiii number ot Indian 
compmiies <*ire inieniatii trial 
leaders ( fndut's Asirf* 
tiv. September - 1 (klo* 
her I, However, do these 
(4inip.inies h.ive anythinR to 
spi'ak abcNit ir terms of their 
techrv4oRk'Hl strenulhs? 

Mow imiov new' models has 
Hiiiaj managed lo introduce, 
inuiri Irom vai'utionsof ex* 
isiinR prodtK'ts.' What is tlH» 
giuhiy ol the delerpunl made 
by Nirma' iHics the Sl.ite 
Hank of Imlia offer worM 
class servu'c' To lukc India 
intu Ihe ;^lst century, we 
require technokiRical leaders 
wiki are ulotxilly ciuivpetdive 
and not jiisl itkibal leaders in 
quintitalise terms. 

H. AMp#«n#>W. MadTM rT^nf 






Was the Sheikh 
parochial? 

K hush want Simp’s article 
on Sheikh Abdullah 
SH'eef and —K 

October) appeiirs to have 
aoRie dofiberate distortions 
Abdullah was never pro* 
Pakiaian and was arrested 
for holdinR secret talks with 
the then US ambassador. 

Loy Henriersrm. nn the 
formatHm of an independent 
Kashmir. This is bunie out 
by the declassi6ed US Sute 
Department doemnents fVol. 
5 .pp. 14 d 3 * 14 55 ) which 
eves a fun account of the 
pirteys. sent in a secret 
deapneh. between Hcnder* 
son and the Sheikh. He con* 


MMiVXOcKMrvt 










ceived U accession to India 
Cf^ as a stepping si one lo 
Kashmir's independence 
with US backing. 

Also, the Maharaja of 
Kashmir did not flee the 
state in the wake of the 
PakUtam invasion. He left 
SnnaKar for Jammu on the 
advice of the Union home 
ministry to escape faHinx into 
Pakistani hands. ’I'hiK fact is 
amply dcA’umcnicd in official 
Indian retards. 

Sheikh AbduDah was not at 
all a secularist like Gandhi or 
Nehru. He was a parochial 
Kashmiri who heaped .ibuse 
on NHiru in his UMRI paite 
autobioitraphy. 

■p%. rfl*Ml/flMeraav*< 


■ Keadinjt the article, one 
was left wondering how 
utionalisis turn secession- 


•MhabeiHMi 

isis and fcveiipi a^eiAs and 
then return hoiwiurablv to 
thenalKinalist fokl. Abdullah 
was hailed as a nationalist 
leader be ftH'e JndcpendeiKO. 
thrown behind biirs six yeacs 
after freedom, and finally re¬ 
surrected by M rs Gandhi. 
His son. KariHiq Abdullah, 
has also experienced a sini- 
lar cycle three decades later. 
Perhaps the Sikhs who were 
in the vantruard <i{ the fiftht 
aitainst Pakistan and are to¬ 
day beinit branded as Pakis¬ 
tani agents, wilt some day 
become nationalists again. 
OarafMff S*wh (MM. New 




Latter bomb 

T ie report (T7ie CAf and 
ihefeakedhtttr. 2—8 
October) was analytML 
hirore over Che leaked tet¬ 



ters exchanged bet ween 
Jyoti Kasu and jatm Chakra- 
borty has pul the rubiig Left 
Kionr m West Keiifpil m an 
en^rrasbuutpnsiiHin. Chak 
rabimy's ribM*S!U)Hi with con- 
innrefsies is wvl-kiwiwn. 

NiK long ag<». he had laun¬ 
ched nn unwarrunli'd cnisidt* 
against the popular -anKer. 
Usha Uthup- lAiile rtveiitly. 
he nuidr an adverse remark 
about the West B«iig.il CM 
and then lemlered an oncon- 
ditioiul np«)k»gv. 

IIhis. giMHgby the* 1^1) 
ministtT H irat'k n*i'ortl. hts 
tirade against the* CM and his 
son need lien be taken 
senoiislv, 1'he press has 
needk’sslv bkiwn the episode 
uutoIpniporiKin. Wc.nre 
confidvni <4 1 he fat i that t he 
CM Will not siixipsokmas 
tu pf onw 1 ( 1 ’ t he l:^iess m 
leresis of his s<hi. 


ty 

Xbnng example i4 the Left 
Krool giivemmeni's so* 
caBed clean adnumstratKin. 
Totxiver up the abuse c4 
power. Cf'i(M) leaders have 
chosen lo lamish the miage 
(4Jaiin Chakr^jfty by rail¬ 
ing hmi an agent <4 ihe CiM- 
gressH). Kui ihegueHtion 
Ihat stil remains ix; why was 
I he CM sifef It < m I hx issue 
Ilk it came to the ixHx'e of 
ihepubiK*? To I leal xH 
douhis. IN' C M wi Kjkl do 
wel lo (iTder a yudHval proln-. 


rwMt 


t* . •• 




■ The exchange of tetters 
between (he chief inimsler 
and the I’Wl) minister is a 


The many faces of 
secularism 

W hich JawaharU Nehru 
did the ruhmmtst have 
Hi niKid in hLx anx'le (/fykne. 
2SS^ember—1 (Moberl? 
Wax it the pre-ClMiese mva- 
akai Nehni who hHd the 
fanciful and kidirrous view 
(hat Hindu communabsm was 



a bigger thrent to India Diaii 
communism, or (Ik; prwi 
Chnw-se mvaHion Netini. <i 
Cumplelely metaiiKirpN fset\ 
man who had (he candixir to 
admii (Iwt l>e had been living 
in a work) of his own miiigina- 
IKA.** Ihrownontofeir.i 
Snitufnitn lux aisim pLiiu* 
by iht* grexi luitiiHinl c.ilns* 
troplr of IH(i 2 and disillu- 
SMK’d hi’ Kxnmunist 
Ireactwrv. P.mdii Nehru in¬ 
vited r>. INK I unilomied KSS 
volunteers to pni iR'iixiie ni 
ihe KepuMk I lay panide. 
When aigiroachcd bva fkib- 
bergasled Congress leader 
whotofd huntliai the KSS 
wax ccxnmunnl and anti*, 
naltond. Nehru' H lai’oi lie rep¬ 
ly wax, "No! so," 

M.J. Akhar wiHiMdowell 
itikiKiw-ilui aprtKid arkl 
good Hindu IS inYaruf>lv n 
|>riHid and giKsl Indian, 

Mr g. MMtf. Maarvntmar 


• I futiv supjx >ri A. P Vt-nk - 
au-xwaran's view that In¬ 
dia xltouki U’ n Hindu nation. 
If Pakixi.'in is for tlx' Miiskrtis 
and lxr«iel for Ihe Jews, whiit 
iswiong if IikJm is for (Ik* 
Hindus;' As it is. every right 
(funking inrlividual kiuiws 
lhai the aeatiiHi of l*<ikist<in 
was X farce because tlien* 
are nx>re Muslims in India 
than III Pakistan. Nehru, no 
(kMjht was a great man. hut 
had he known that all are not 
ideabsts. he would have de¬ 
clared India to be a Hindu 
natkia thus preventing the 
cMiHnunal riots tfut have 
erupted frequently. 

MM* rMnwe*«r 


Hatchet iob 

■ wish your correspondent 
was fair to me>-and also to 
your readers—by contacting 
me before writing iho profile 
cn me (/dggV s hatchet 
men. 25S^ember—1 
October). That would have 
enabled her tu avoid half* 
mitftt. fato^xxxls as well as 
twisted comments shorn of 
ob^vity. 
P.fMvSMir.aMeH 










The de -Y uppiefication of 

the Congress 

4 

I I I'lay yt-l he a trK’kIr. hui a trend is i;efYaMy 
now visible. AQ aiHistUites are welcome. Tbet^ 


' I now visible. AQ atsistUites are welcome. They 
I vary of euiirse; whih* are viciims of the pre*Kafiv 
' (isjidhi era of litdisn history freiwniher those 
i (luvsi^). from Alxlur Kahnuui Asitulciy In Shyano 
, Charnn Shukla; siiiik were su»pei1ed cuilty of 
tiK* nMiii (hmserous diseHS<* in llie Cunfiress— 
anilHlH^s o 1 priHH’ mimsiership. Me l^anab 
Mukhenee. And sihik* (IkI not hve up to the 
K»tid'manners culture of the younjt eUwhtors. 
19Hr> vmtBse. as for instaiKe H. (iundu Kan. h h 
curious, but tlw only two dissidents who did face 
Ihe severe whip uf expulsion were the eldest of 
them aH. the venerable KaniaUpali Tripathi. and 
: the younpest. the whi|iperaruippcr ot Bengal, 
Subrat a Mukhenve. Hu(h kcvp ^vAg enou^ 
cauM* tor »<MiK’ actum each week, and nuthing 
hap|H»ns t<i them each week. But then both have 
survived thi* ai 2 v wfu^n Kajiv (jandN s word 
spread terror in (he ranks. IVsc days, the 
ranks more ofien aprv*a<l (error in Kapv Gandh. 
Ii is a ciusteoed leadership now; ao action if any 
has t<i be «sleight ohhand affair rather than iroA 
DhI treatment. Hut lei this much be said about 
* Kamulapati Tripat hi: he became a dnsidenl when 
it was IoIhUv unfashionable 1o be orK^ and in fact 
his first majur com|gdiiv. was that Kajiv Gandhi 
had lieguTi to trust a class winch had never been 
Iriyal to tbt* Congress He referred of course to 
Uie ^a/rri/x^r-raja class, thi* lahjqdars created by 
the British goverrunent as the pnee (or support 
U) the BriiisJi cause m lH57. little ra)as who 
(exceptions like l>inesh Smgh’s (amify apart) 
were bitteify hostile to the freedom movement 
and to N«hru-prr>rnoted corKepis like land re* 
form. It did nig need much time to prove the 
shrewd Kamalar>aii righi. 

Rajiv Gandhi’s lour years in power can be 
classified: 19bS was the year (g hope; 1966 was 
the year in which the seeds of the coming power 
strug^ were sown: 1987 vras the year nf defeat 
and disgrace, a year during which pov^r almost 
slipped out of grasp as the triumvirate (the 
h^sident of the country. Gian Zail Singh, die 
strongest pillar of the Cabinet. Vishwanath 
I’raiap Sin^. and (he strongest figure of (he 
inner circle, Arun Nehru) nearly puled df their 
long'planned and extrernely well'Constnjcted 
coup. And 1988 IS (he year of refomuilation cf 
battle plans. The fbsi m^ battle between Rapv 
Gindhi and the OppusiiKKi'Cum'deaerter com* 
bine having ended indecisively, with both tide* 
mauled but neither fuUy defeated, (he two foes 
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M Tamil Nadu: very populw 
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are gearing up their strategies and battle po«*. 
tions for the next coofrontaticA. And this, of 
course, wfl be decisive because d)e battleAald is 
no loiter thp corridors of power, but ^ open 
pfains nf a genera) election. Whoever wins the 
next round gets a chance to rule India with some 
confidence. 

If you see Indian pobtKS in the images of a 
grand war. it becomes a shade clearer Gandhi 
was so right wlwn he said But we are constantly 
refighting the Mahabhanf (except that the 
heroes fuve gone, and this is a Ma/uMenH of 
lesser men). TVre is the Congreii on one side, 
and the allies on the other. But while the 
Congress is defined by just one name, it Is har^ 
aa if it is united. There art power struggles 4t 










Pirtjf 


nuny levels in the phalanx, and anyune nopinjE to 
lead this party has to have (he nerves of a ^irty 
ruthless lusdet^indeed it must be a ruthless- 
ness which can never allow mudi peace. But the 
must important sijpi that (he party has chanjted 
from hs 1985 phasi* bes in the fact that one of the 
power strumiles jtoinp on mskle the Congress is 
between the Yuppies and the Regulars from 
previous campaigns. In 1985. the Yupixes 
brooked no challenge (o their unbridled autl^iriiy 
over the party. Indeed, it is a tribute to their 
strength thai they stdl can put up a struggle even 
after having taken the party into debkle after 
debacle. 


And if Rajiv (landhi does not watch out, they 
will soon advise him into another electoni 
disaster. In Tamil Nadu. First, the good news 
ior the Congress: Rajiv Gandhi is extremelv 
pc^jular in tiK state, no matter what the press 
might have written about him in dw last two 
years. His persona! rebtiunship with the people 
was once again evident during the intense 
touring of the state, a style which is becoming a 
hallmark of his pobtics. Now for the bad news: 
that personal popubrity is fKPt sufficient (o give 
the Congress vKtory in Tairul Nadu. After ad. in 
a slate election (he people vote for a chief 
minister, not i Prime Mnsier. and there can be 
no doubt that the only credible candidate for the 
job b K. KaiuniAkBn at the mcmem The* 


CongTL'SS leaders, whether (i.K. M<K)p.<nar nr 
P. CTudambaram. would not get ilk' liiiiL* (»1 the 
day from Uw eKiurate. All ilv opinkM) iiotls tikiii 
have been done pnvaiely by political pariu's 
confinn that the kM] leadership is a drag on (he 
Congress rather than an asset: the pnrty has 
about 20 per cent supp(»n in an Assembly poti. 
but this figure goes up by a remarkable eight to 
ten per cent in a Parbameniary election. This 
could be called (he Kajiv Gandhi difference. Hut if 
Rape Oandht thinks he can transfer hl.s vute to a 
surrogate, he is very mistaken. However, the 
advice he is geding from the Chidambaram krbby 
isluguitak)^*. If he listens Itc will have to pay a 
much heavier prke than after Bung, 1 1 or 
Haryana; because next year is election year, and 
all the disstdeMs (or. more simply. thoM» wixi 
bebeve that they wifi ntrt gel a lirkel) wifi 
sudden!)' begin lo discxiver morality in order to 
find VI excuse for defectioa And they will go 
aw’ay m dnbbles, keeping ilw story of despair 
smvrmg all tlx* tinn'. 

U IS true ihai Iht* hein of M(iR, ilic two 
ladies, have done* nothing to show that they 
deserve the honour, but they xtill have a strong 
base. Jayabbiha. in particular, could have been a 
vital asset to the Congress, but in the past few 
mnntha the Yuppies have done vdiat they could 
to alienate her. Bhe herxelf is hardly of aiiinily 
tempiTament. true; but it is a ^stkin of 
•hematrves. not uf idral situsiams. If Ihe 
Congreu warns to avoid another Haryana, it 
must enter into an alibnee with one of the Anna 
DMKs on offer. The only other alternative is tu 
merge the TarmI Nadu elecuons with the gi^nural 
eleclH«ns so that the Rajiv Gandhi factor can find 
pby m the voting.but tha( is loo great a risk. 

The elders arc I'oming back; which uf course 
is good; bul It IS the next phase which is more 
important. Kapv Gandhi should now begin involV' 
mg them m decision-niaking. It is perfirlly 
reasixable that (hey cannot br c^mverted int<i 
the stars eg the party wemiKht: there is no 
reason why the loyalists who stuck with the 
party aD al^ should acc’ept that. Hut the point 
of bringing them back surely is to exploit their 
vast experience m the complex business of 
setting up a credible strategy and army m time 
br tlw most important confrontation with the 
Opposition: frie general electuins, 

in the current elections in the United Slates, 
the race would have been over by now, bar the 
actu^ voting, with George Kush too far ahead 
br Midtael Dukakis to even dream of catching 
but for one thing; doubts about the man 
chosen by Bush as hb vice-presidential candi¬ 
es. Dan Quayle. (.juayle is the Yuppie of (be 
Republicans who has managed to de»;troy the 
c(in5der>ce even of the other Yuppies in the land; 
he is a drag which Bush must now be regreiting 
very senousJy indeed. However. Bush can do 
notNng except'grin and hear ii. and pray that the 
damage can be contained. Kajrv Gandhi, on the 
other hand, can do something about the coui^ of 
Dan Outvies who keep hanj^ around him. He 
CM) drop them before they turn into the mill* 
etones that couU «nk him.* 







Everyday you pash ^ 

yourself- physically and 
mentally. Naturally the f 
pressure gets to you 
Men tal and physical 
fittigue. Tension 
Dl^scion 

problems Ixjw , 

resisianceioillness 

Itiat s vsiiy you need Chyawan 
Shakii -nature s own formula to 
fight symptoms of stress-created 
with over 46 precious herbs 
Brought to you by Dahur 

Chyawan Shakd-* combats 
stress, revicaUscs mind 
and body 

TTie effeas of stress on your nerves 
an he disastrous. Chvawan Shakti 


P r eve n ts acidity and 
digestion problems 

No more antacids and ami- 
flatulence pills. Herbs like 
2 ^ Akaiiara, Lavanga, Madhu and 
SS" Muka Shukti P^ti prevent 
acidity, help digestion, 
.stimulate app«ite, relieve 
gastric and int^tinal pains and 
help regular bowel movement. 

Rich in Vitamin C 
to fight illness 

Who needs orange juice! • 

Chyawan Shakti has an 
abundance of Amla, < 
the richest source (rf 
Vitamin C 


This, altxtg widi ocher heibs in 
Chyawan Shakti, acts as a powerful 
immuno^stimulant to build up 
resistance to common ailments. 

Fountain of youth 

Oiyawan Shakii supplies you with 
Iron, Calduni, Minerals, 
Ms^tnesium, Hiosphorous and acts 
as an all-round h^th conic. 

Keepir^ you feeling young 
and rarity to go. Arid 
since it Is wholly natural, 
tficTC are no harmful 
side effeas. So go 
ahead and give it 
airy. 

.., ‘ You have nothing to 
lose except the adverse 
effms of stress and strain) 



SPECIALLY CREATED FOR 
PEOPLE WHO WORK HARDER 


has ingredients like 
Drak^ia. Ashwagandha, 
Akarkara and Gok^ur 
These act as 
demulcents and tonics, 
while Kesar and other 
herbs build up physical 
vigour and invigorate 
die mind. 







AYURVEDIC TONIC 
TO KEEP YOU GOING STRONG 



Omm. INDIA ITO. 
Hmh4 Bhawift,&Io^ fi, 
CoctfiMikt Plact, 

Delhi-no cut. 
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For a free Press Council 


T he I'ress Council U India has 

thr<iuKh nuny vioissiludes. 1'he firsr 
chairnvin. J.N. Madhulkar. icod a cau* 
tiuus pail), lending to favour ihc i^cm* 
meni. but dlsu taking care not lo 
annoy Ihe pre»». Most lases presented 
to tite coumil at thal linie were 
pressures exerted by the central and 
stale K<iveminents, ofien reiurduitt the 
platenieni o( their advertisements. 

'Hie teini of clviirinan N.K. lycn^r 
was thi* darkest beenus** Ik* openly sided 
with the KovemtiHnt, nlthouith in pnvute 
he IwiiKhined Mrs CaiuUx’s polh'ies, His 
rok* dtinnu ihe KmertfeiH v was nxisi 
rvpreiiensible I was a nieiiiiMT of the 
council then, aiul sponsored a resolutHip 
in Hie counni—the hijdiest body lor the 
pnneciion ol press frei'dorri ^'oiKk** 
inning the lensorship. 

lyenpar had the rew^utsm killed at (ht* 
Delhi'based nwmhers’ mixtmii on the 
plea that no rwwspaper vrtnild be alkiwed 
to publish <i and that th(* council. whK'h 
wax doing useful work by dtscussing the 
case between K.K. tfirta and fivorite 
Veruhese rcKarding the laiier's disnas*. 
sal from (he H/nrfwsMrt Vimc’s- w<igld be' 
dissolved if the resoHilkm was passed. 

I never knew at (hat time that Iyengar 
w.'»s III constant touch with V.C. Shukla. 
the press czai during (be FmergeiKy 
Subsequently, the government's white 
paper on “misuse of mass media during 
the Kmergency” confirmed his biks 

Ifis letter to Shukla dated 13 August. 
1975. which came to light dunng the 
Janata regime, said: “Vou remember I 
spoke to you about the desire of some 
members (o have a meetmg convened 
for the purpose o( discussing the 
Emergency and (he censitf ship. I had an 
infonnal meeting of the L>dhi*&ased 
members and I was able (o convince 
them that this is not nccessao* or 
desirable. So (his wdl not figure in ibe 
agenda of any meeting that is being 
called." 

However under Justice A.N. Sen. 
the council again came to assert itself. 
During his lhree*year term, which en¬ 
ded on 9 October this veai. (here were 
more complaints against (be ivess than 
against the government. His impartiaHty 
won him the esteem ut ioumabsts. 
Ahhough he often censured theni fur 
crossing the limits of free reporting or 
free comment, he did not spare the 
government etthrr. 

For example. Sen openly criticiaed 
the Defamation BiA and said repeatedly 


ihril he WHS never I'onMihi'd alxiui it .u 
uny singe, nhivugl) 1*111111* MiiU'^ter K^v 
(inndhi insKled that lie had I'onsulted 
tlie l*rcss Counil. Siii's ourage ui 
titfiir^tdktnig Ihe l*nnK* Minster. (0 
(|u«ge a top ufTHiid. wa» 'the last xtraw 
i>n itie camel s back". 'Phe giAvnuiK'ni 
undiTstaiidaMy had iii« HiieniKm ot vx* 
tending his Irnii. ahhough. m the |Ms 1. 
the pfnetre lus been to giw iwi» terms 
(i» » i kbnmun. The bKtmc iibservaiHHi 
In Nil :i li>p I and H iiinHviry wHjtce is: 
“So far thi' (kvisum is nut to apfyNnt 
A.N. Sen.' 

At line stage M.l*. I'h.ikkar was 
consKk^nd as a mkm'smit. He has the 
(hstini tKHi of having suhmi led a report 
on Mrs li.indhi's asM>snutKiA wlurh he 
IwH'll reipiested be lu>pt svcrcl lor 
having rvpocIvtlV made mniw n*marks 
agamsi cenam hvmg pc rMNUhties. IIhs 
should nuke ck*ar whut hi» views an* 
the ik'iiund for the r»idH lu kiMiw. He. 
aking with S. Natiirapin. aiKither .Sup* 
rerm* Court nidge. id»i uiterpreled the 
Fairfax •^.tiidal as part of 4 conspirji v 1i» 
destiibikw India. 

'-“Apparently, the governnieni is 
pk*ased with hgn because he. a sitting 
nidge of the Supreme Coutt, wa» offered 
Ihe chaimonxlwj trf iIk* Ijw Conxins* 
•uon. and even llie Chief Justice of India 
hiid no obyectxm to his combtfting Ihe 
(wo positioAS. Hopefully hv b <mi 1 of ihi* 
way beiauiw he lbs bi*en appuinied the 
Law Cummbskins chainnan. The only 
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Ixif:^ is that tile panel wlinh M.*k*clK the 
cliniriTyn of tlu* I'ress Council, HHiipris-' 
mg ihc Lok .S,ihfia Spenker. Ihc HHiyaf 
Salih .1 cliikirnuii iind <1 person lumiMisled, < 
by the I*res5 Council, will wilhstmid Ihe 
govi*mim*ht pressure mid give Sen. 
:molfK*r lenn in selt'ci s<mieom; oilier 
ihnn .1 nJdge and wlvi bus sliown hinnM*ll 
to be iKg NO Manmilv pnrirsan. 

'Hie Kriti*<]i |*r<*ss Couniil, on tin* lines. 
of whK-h tin* Indian Press was set up. 
has h(*on ahl» to uvind such stiuiiihms' ' 
het*ause the news|iiipi*r industry in Ihe 
t*K ill As the eiilire hill of Ihe ciHimil. 1 
'I1 h' l*aVi»tani prvss lias UccKk'd to^ 
follow Hie lintish exainple, Keleased ‘ 
|}<mi the ^S yeariild rigours of restik *-' 
iHNiis it wants to hive a cihiihiI of its 
own, *IV CtHim'il <if f’.ikiBtan NcwApip 
ers Kditors Cooterenie (CHNKC) has 
decNJvd tliat the Fiesn Coumd »h(Hild U* 
fi vohiniary body, hi'iided by <1 iierson 
quahfied l<i he a High CVhkI judge, to 
c-onxiikT iaintiLiinis.i«>out the c<induct of. 
the pres* or Hk* cunttuct "( |K*rxoiis oi • 
org-amsatRin* ti>war(t> the jiress. Unlike ^ 
India, wliere llie l.ok SaMin and Ihe' 
Kajya .Sibha rHNiiiruite Ml*s tii the coun* 
cil, I’akisijn w ill liave as council im'in* 
Ix'rs only repreM*iitj(ives trom Ibu > 
prexs and ilie pulihi. 

Herhaps the vi*ay oui for the* Indian 
press lu prevent ifx* government friMii; 
(hetating to it lhr<iugh iIk* I'ress Council y 
headed hy a pliahio jiidgi* i*. to dixiuKriate | 
ilsvir from (he pre!K*nt statutory council i 
and con!t(iiute a ixiuiK’il of its <iwn. SiiKu 
the sam iHin of a ITess Council is moral, 

It cannot be alkiwed to bc'ciane an ' 
instrument in Ihe hniids of Nuch p(*upk; ^ 
who might use it to bt'smear the repu* 
taon of those who are opposed to the : 
government. 

The appointmeni of .1 chairman 
chosen by the press can ^*vem govern¬ 
ment mierferencv. And the chairman 
need mg be a judge, who often tends to 
tie liimself up in legal knots. When I was 
a member of the couiuU I scNneiimes 
felt that the procedure was l(x> legalistic 
and wasted lime unnecessanly. In fad. 
the amendment made to tlie Press- 
Council’s constitution d«>cs sny that a 
person ulher than a judge can be 
appunted chairman. 

A few years ago. the govci nment—as 
also some chairmen • •fell that the coun* 
cil should have powers to punish. 1 
believe the subyecl was ptiriMied with 
Justice Sen as well but he put his foot 
down. He rifdvly said thet the sanction 
uf the Preis Council was mural ■ 
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Quality. 

The built-in 
magic 
that has made 

VENUS 
best-seller... 
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SIGHT AND SOUND 


KiNOS Of THE-jUAJGLe 
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BkK home m Ksrysna people caB me 
dtu (M»r}. I am not a deds (grand- 
Iwher) 

Drvi Uu Hmy»AcMom$ter, 
spending to K.P Vnaikmkm'tsWt- 
mem acevanghim m "Ml- 

9tr 

Knihni hu been bom. Kemst has to 
beotfedulnow 

S.R. BoHMA), /Ctmattloidile^mnisres 
ca (be oewfyfbmndjiasu Dsi 

AnpMiaamanwonethftian ^ 
wi ff^ Hesho^beakigteed. for be 
bve 0 dvAeed sooety 

tt ift iMdiM tal as apportHattc 


SR bemg wTon^ accused of 
buyngtaneoatheMeut NatftcR^ 
thtfadomgttiei Webevemedeoir 
reecMafnpfydear. 

Biman Boai. CPMcenOwicorntMoe 
methbne 

\A^e sal no( repeat the 1977 dcMe. 
RAMAKaam« Hbods. needy fa m d 


d]0 raaped I tend Myalanto be VI 
heoeveloct eewdi a more retfMK 
dnem*. 

fxaon An-Agber cwtfsfMU 


HvMd i dkuc^aueMa. The 

SSKft'ffAXtS’' 


B o vneaam eft and Wmatariarethe 
wofitmeo mwaxbrfaMtof*. 

AntPama, (AeKnmventvrenfner, 
dwfqf a recent M Calcttfta 

Them a a ftunkn with death every* 
where. Wbmthemed»---beJ(Dewaja^ 
era, the ad wo^ or even dBema—u 
aetag a daetfind vMoDCe. Itii a 
temble trend 

KrrANHfiHTA. Andreetnv nUtf 
aboor to recaiK AiiHtfD HiraU 

I never vetch teSavuMfL 

JvonBAau. We$tBen0lctiefami$m, 

vtoMbedrocoranvnfoffAeaxMn- 
vne Meaefon cmvrvfe Bveo to tot 
andbXeralicM^mMer B.K 
Siymr 

Tfiv (SUv Sena)« a patty toefeVed 
B die mother tengue. not the mothar- 
tand.. tbeytoTveeiiqoidkX>noioAtha 
cttgip of their cviTOCM. 











“Sometimes friends 
ask,' How do you feei 
at 86? ' i can truthfuiiy 
answer, i feei fine. The 
oid machine is stiii 
running faithfuiiy: after 
aii, it's a Kirioskar 
product." 

- S.L. KIRLOSKAR 








The Kirloskars have r>ev«r befreved in Isolating the concept of quality 
from the manufacturing process. We have struggled hard to ensure that It 
runs through our enterprise. In every work done there, and in every 
person who does it. 

"QuaHty'; as my brother Ravi always said, "must go beyorsd 
standard tests arKf procedures. It must be equated with self-respect 
and penonal pride". 

Our engines, motors, compressors, machine tools, pumps and valves 
and a host of other products servlr>g every Indian industry and recognised 
In many parts of the world, provide ample proof of a century-long history 
of quality. That this Tiistory will be carried forward by the future 
generations is beyond doubt. 

V/e shall corttinue to contribute to India's social and economic 
betterment through englneerir>g excellence 
our chosen method. 






SPECIAL REPORT 


A party is bom 



i FDIUSIIIGII 


The Janata Da! is launched hy the Opposition amidst 
a lot of fanfare—and a little foreboding 




vtn lU Ar<hii^cts »fre 
AiTurfd When the br^nd 
new. unified Oppo^itwn party 
was fonnallv unveiled on a 
emp han^talort afternoon on 
tl Oitriber. (he must surpnsed were 
rh(' nioilcy Opposition leaders, who had 
sweated, quarrelled» haranj^ued and 
bb(>un*d to merge thetr difterencee and 
prx4uce a united front to rhaOenge (he 
nihng LongreaKt) At the rrwment c4 
conceptHin, Janata leader Ramaknshni 
Hegde beamed “1 know it seems ei- 
cr^ble, hut u has become a reabty.” 

Hegde's rapturous confession said it 
all For one, why should the birth of the 
new Opposition parly, the Janata Dal 
(Jl». be incredible? To the mllions of 
Indiana drtenchanied with Congresafl) 
rule, a united Opposition is only logicaL 
But the Opposition has, so far. been 
niled not so much by lope as by (he 
demands of power and personakieB 
Even on the day of the great birth, 
exuberance was mingled with fore* 


Simmy: Aotf afreaaedefl 

poiictfi and ^ropremmea att 
otonff. Da gait now Aef M 0 I Mfa 
neeif Aoa been «ef with tha tl 
October raaatutionaT 
Chandra Shekhar, Yes. With the 
rendutions that requirement has 
been met. The steering committee 
had appointed the sub<ofTinttee on 
deciding pobaes and programmes for 
the new party and the outbnes have 
been approv^. So that requirement 
has, more or less, been met 
The atharpaint pan have bean 
af reailiip upon—that the Oppaat* 
tion muat not tooh /or a seM- 
tnte/br/tn/i^ Candht bat tt 
need* an dfemaf for wtth 
aUemativa paitUea, What dMr- 
onct haa there been in tkie re* 
ptirdin the tmet one month? 

It IS not a question of the last one 
monllt It was connected widi pdey 
and programine. Ourpoheyand 
programme vidicate a total departure 
from the methods of Ga^ ii 
the task of devalopme n L Weheve 
i nM pliniir« ihauld be bHed on the 
rjM^dthepiopit, 


boding 

The onunous note was struck by one 
of the four portiea that had earber 
decided to merge The CongressfS) and 
Its articulate leader. K P Umkruhnan. 
had been wodung for the pest year to 
tetng together disparate Opposition 
polaiciaM. buton the day of the merger, 
the CongresstSl dedared a would have 
nothmg to do wnh this '’cpportumsoc 
albancc'’. However, d is to the credit of 
the Janata Dal leaders that they allowed 
nothmg, not even the Congress(S)'i 
voHt'/ace, to mar ther enthusttsm. at 
leaat on that afternoon tn Bangalore. 

“Hiatory is bemg made.** happily 
amounred V«hwviath Prttap Ssigh. 
(he man who is viewed as the moat 
credible chalenge to Prvne Mnster 
Kipv Gandhi. And had reason to 
fed ovenoyed. A( (he cortveniion. he 
was unaranously elected president c£ 
(he new organsation wnh (he power to 
constitute its national commttee and 
appoint office'bearers. The move 
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“My voice cannot be silenced” 


Bui Chandra Shekhar is not 
ture whether his opinion will 
carry weight 



Da pau think that kind of 
aitemetice poUUet kae come sfi- 
Ml irf fA the preaent aet*iip? 

No 'Has (pohey and programme) 
ts only an indication. Howthepobey 
will actually function wd depend 
upon the attitude of the leadership of 
the party, the smeenty and dedfes' 
tionofds woricera By just forming a 
new party you cannot daim that it 
has started tfi that drectioa Because 
it requires cremendous woilt to 
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moUbw the workers end it it not just 
by comtitutuift a peny or coamg 
toMhcr 43^ soma leederi. 

BuinMfif9uartMtth4h€^cf 
tkt MMmMee to itoftoe upon 
poiiep propmmmo? 

Yst. (hit II true. In words we 
hive diarted anew peth« thedesred 
path, fiutrmrepMsmeofiresohi* 
tkei or eccepunce of the policy does 
not nacetsertiy mean that H wa be 
tapitimnted Icsnnotbehypocrfdc- 
|] Md y/thit becauy we heva 



iJMdy/thitbecauy weneva naeMtfMi 

• ctof^Hedpnuihopes, those hopes fngoAcntpok cp 
wftbicflineireae^. 

ifpwttmiyJ^.Sinpkhoibm wotpkV 

ftoee peseset to eppei f af Me ldiy1tam,thyliBynMte- 

' Mdftltfpr ytrf<*€ tyneitoo.Inditocouatzyltlieeiiir 

piWm mkn^pmrontoo is to«»r»iiJKjnbM»ofthe 

.jfcere BMf tf yc tfe Wi yWie nstioB«M(iy»te«e|ydef^ 

MAijQNwmM? pppUyi^vaaiBttoWntsny 

mooiytUDeistfietyounMit toieiibeyftMefpeMevbo 

»/ hevfjpiaepoafldaKelnptopkand dmtheanaveptebsaipileraof 

V ImwwywSbeheveini (henyiM'stmiT.lBKit'MieQe 

*' fepmSbaiidiitianalMiaer-tf 0obray4e|ilBiy * 

VAlte 11 to be beaded the new MwaretoHlhi 

JPulSbMtobantieatffcrUa iWiVhaQNrn^ 


a^i CWiffOT Mm #1 of 

Vln^ liiivH0ii9 0^ o^o^T^Mvo 

oditef herfn# e polfcp 
to tocikto Mv i o tu proems /Mnp 
Me Mitoo. fMc 

£4AiW*eto. Ifpo/Icp 
4 eea tknnoitpartpkcvt fir the 
Pupiokpro^m. ftflnMonce? 

Ttaae hive been spelt out in da 
pohcy paper. See. anew 
not meio a new hitoab pMcv. I have 
my owil'I carrot spaM tor (he 
party. LecttfytftmtorsoDDetime 
andtbeaireMtee. 

Oitf efaee MK h«ar heen toM- 


Oil. vs tInehwmilMH 


•?S 


ketprnuom 0 » Mfty.J don't 
im iVhaONf toy vMy «t any 
weltoft bul J ontol yaititf VM 
cwmbcM«c|L 


puahed Srflh cloacr to his eosl of pnme 
mnsiership. r spite o( veiled wsrangt 
by Midhu Dand^vate. who made it a 
port (0 mention "Nobody needs to be a 
replica of Mahatma Gandhi or layapra* 
kash Narayan it is enoujEh if be leads us 
on the path shown by Ui^ two leaders 
At this tone, we are not thinking about 
who wd be Prime Minister We are not 
womed about that ” 

Indeed, the leaders d the newly- 
fonned Janata Dal did not appear to be 
womed about anythrg at aO Hie three 
pnme movers of the new party. Ramak- 
nshna Hegde. Haryana duef mriiter 
Devi La] and V P. Singh, could not stop 
beaming st the mammoth nowd that had 
gathered it the Bangalore Palace 
grounds (renarrKd Jayaprakashnagar in 
consnemontwn of the Loknayak's both 
amvenary) to febaiate the new party 
It seen^ nothing could wipe the 
smiles from die tno's faces Tlieir 
eupbons Vemamed even when the 
crowds, brought to the venue in hun¬ 
dreds of buses, began to fade away just 
as (he speeches began. Not even the 
absence of Jan Morcha leader Ram Dhan 
and Lob Dal boas RN. Bahuguna made 
Mtf difference Doubta about laatvig 
unity were brushed sstoe. 









K P. Singh chaUtngts GQndkl 


SvNOA ft Hms wlU JPM f€t tt# 
iMnte 9ttk$ Mtp iartit H 
fl^TM to tko mofgtr? 

V.}’ Smfti: WhA conWtvtMOtft 
there ^ ire no constituenu. 

(My one single pirty: (he Jineu CM. 

But Me morfor Me4i to bo 
ntiM hff tko tomttitiont pof- 
Heo.,. 

That MI legality* In pcitica, leph* 
(let ilwiyt fo9^ MfUca end no( (he 
other way round. Theimti IM u t 
pohtnlCact. 

With tkoponoimUt9clmim 
omoo0 iocooro:. 

Tl^t hit been retohwd. WeKtha 
MW party) wiK teal han (RMv Cifr 
Jhjqiitftthahyelacttoai. Wa«fl 
tIeM aH of Mint (Conpiit igadh 

/a WiM IM <a fMT 
Mrrenf IMn Me CeniMifOf 

The CcapM(n it abwdy roiM 
Only I tug ^ the rope it wedad to 
brtof it dM. The tivflk hM Md yp 
and ternritet hev« eeteneway the 


roM fUjiv<GaadhDBeBaoMiD 
dMeit the ConpoM. There • Hi 
need for MOnoaMdn. 6irt«h«i 
theCoopeattwldinicoIpwe. we 
need lome tl ii g toreetruct it We 
hmiprogramree. 

There «re Moroocto $UU. tm 
/otliMfe. Bom Dkoo Hi mi 
ottoMitko mtH. Domttmeofiko 
moMtoiof^witktkoJom 
MonkoT 

The pc*it»that we Mvf Joined 
thtJanitalM. iamoobniefiatfae 
JtM mc fafc lcamM<*d(flnbMaK 
oCthejanl^flvMi. 


**1 am an optemat becaute 1 bebevt 
that tRffnm berngi lean from peat nil* 
takea.” confeaaed Hegde. And at the 
delefitea chee r ed hiatSy, Kegde went 
on: ”101977 there wu unity, but only on 
paper. There wai no tntegradon of 
hMTta/' He finally urged the gathering: 
"Lti ua take an oath in our hearta. 
Under no carcumatancea ahal we afiow 
any power to break thia party. Let ua 
pul the eurtwn over our pact hatred, 
pTMhee and bittemeaa." 


DM kJl ifW V.R Wngh « Pw louoaMlen 
eonlMM*: On M TMIcwf eomblne 





'^Bahuguna is a 
Natwarlal” 


Devi Lai feels AatH,N, 

Sahuguna ^ a non^entity 

Si/MiA f: Horn it thio omffor 
eMrrtotBom Me ewe geo 
mwwwmcedaigejHa/iii^/enali 
Dot to Joig tJtoopi hr ChawMw 
SAeIrW’iprvaeneef 
DevtUliThenwehadacvnnit- 
tee to decide on pMry and piognnw 

met framed undnSahujOPia* With 
aome wmndmenti we have accepted 
them now. 

rSm fa fiMJad fe ke awoe 
JFwpyafwNienf eoer aipefM- 
mroh to tko mihmotomouitoo 
bg V,P.BiO0kTBmaoot tko 

M cMtv abM Me 


There wil be dwattktetm 
Mhniy. Every piny hit to fm 
auchiiroblama. latheprowoua 
geiml electleeii Id HasTM Ajk 
siriM Jonedhatdi wkh 
Party and contested aphMW* 


blar roentod wih the jMlf Ttoip. 
Chandra Shekhtf'bnadf hid fttyod 
out of the unity talttowSot. Hut 
eee, we areal tog e ther ■ the ane 
party now. haamaaapaity. 

W'M elMrf Me dMtoviarve 


BokogMm,BomDkomoodiko 
Vom§rooo(S) koMOtogoioid? 

A»i hm laid before. BaM^jeik 
a'Natwvtf. lie becM tte M 


ronartouiawe. IreaamedHidmKlt 
way for tan in the Loh IM for the 
vtoe^waidet'ipoM Yea.ttwui 


W Iile the leaden were addreaamg 
the crowds, Congre8a(S) general 
secretary K.P. Unnikiwhnan and party 
president Sarat Chandra Smha were 
hokfing a preaa ccnference to complain 
about tbe merger*makeri Unraknataan 
said be did not voice las party's (hMn* 
chaotment with the untty process earlier 
heoute he cbd not want to upset the 
cerenwrval mOid.H^ later argued: 

should U)ey adopt the Janata constitution 
as the basB? If the Janata Party is 
aenienenta] about name, Sag and sym¬ 
bol, ao are thousands of workers m tbe 
CongresafS)...” 

Tbe CongresalS) waa eapedaSy pi¬ 
qued ai the iKt that the steering aim* 
mi t toe of the party had held two unoff • 
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two uie p .iNo»*)BwiWl 












dti mcetingt n Ban^tore, but htd wt 
invited Sent Chatdn Stiihe on dthef 
occuton thc^ he hed been in town. 
'The reception conuninee met him. ao 
ohviouely they coidd not knowing 
he wu here," said Unnikrishnan. And 
that was the end of the Congress(S)'$ 
p ert idp e tion in the merger. 

The JeneU Del leaders, at the same 
time, ^tly washed their hands of 
reluctenK partner; like Bshuguna aod 
Ram Dhaa Oem Lai cocnmenled on 
Bahuguna's untnistworthy nature and 
dedtfed that those who bad stayed otA 
of the new party would tafl by the 
political wayside. Devi U1 tacitly 
assumed the role of navigator and dm- 
uteer, while V.P. Sngh was made out 
to be the wamor destined to bruig down 
Rajiv GanAi. At (he pubhc niy held 
immediately after the convention, 


^dreafflhas 

beenfuHOed” 


A ftadofial aUemaiivf has 
been found, says 

Ramakrishna Hegde 

R.K. Kegde: lam out of It. but 
■tfll, in poihes there are vtfioui 
•ModtftonsmdaiterKtiona. Any* 
way, Kvnatakaismyhne. 

1 am greatly, greedy rsiaved. But 
1 awidaive Ajd tide to hm ^ 
hqipeoed IQ aftogether diSerW dr* 


Uks} 

For tettce. 1 eipreaaed a deaire 
to realp BV post on 10 Janary tlda 
year, on tiie ^ ofJ«utaava. Bui 
■r ooBeaguea add 1 ahould not da 
aa Hid ] stude bo the daciaioD tip I 
* MparaQDtiiyQiMaparttfpsl 
. sydttdtowheaoachhaigiier. 

I ' WhuSts/naswoehmSsir 
. ppaairtefAgfiifwv.’ 

I ItiawN have any partioPr role. 

• Oh n Octsbar J aiw dia AilftBafti cf 

S d«akii» wHch 1 eouU deaerfte aa 
Pnctt. Bacauaa. please Meae 
fliy real mbitioR ia not to nt 
)iMari to bema aooiAody. M it 

real 



don't say the Jmta EW ia P«dy the 
natsoiialaBeninjve. ItiaahBginnini. 


peupsty Udt... tea, the idea ia not 
to power. ItdoMlmwerlf 
the Bvty haa to wait mieb toripr. 

y^. M imkktmaiaahaam 


(MActeMe 


OpetMn fpedsn. gpysafa# 
pwrprp wtea AW eleertagf... 

Let ua M win the electioea. At 
il timea in the peat, uDiiy fttampta 
have baewfruatratad Oft the qu eati on 
ofle a dscPip. Oweewe wmgrferttse 
leader^ ^V. P. Sbih. peshpa it 
wi be saueh eaaier (to dadda on 
poaitkDsX 

HammmeauetalwUktkf 
gsMotfoA atpmtUaaa mam, aimea 
tka aB V a biarara kmoa a i nwi Sw 


1 hm W«B atytog tint we mat 
.atoptM^BbssBaafaeK Wa 
nuataay, 'itooolwwttDytPig. 
Evan aa an crtfBsay wheker I as 



OsIsaMM aw isneWom eenvsMion: sN fo# 
syMMOpposMen 

mda Dandsvste echoed the new of 
r>verweening confidence: “If Rsi^v (Isn 
dhi had seen (his sight (of (he huge 
crowd) today, he would not be able to 
sleep again.” 

TIk architects of the new parly 
matched thetr bravado with a new sense 
of purpose and took several steps to 
ensure (he fledgling organisabon's kmg- 
term survival The most important were 
the resolutions passed by the new party. 
One d the most significant resolutions 
concerned the furmabues of merger. All 
the irufyng parties have been to 
complete the formahtiei* within a month. 
Devi Lai said. “We are mas*; leaders. 
Legabties wifl be looked after by Ashoke 
Sen and J. P Ooval “ 

Most leaders dx) not. however, deny 
(Jal a number of potential pitfalls re* 
mam. Apt for instance, attributed 
the JanaU's downfaQ to Us mabitaty to 
enforce the party's constituttonaJ 'ibbga* 
bona. Heg^ also reiterated that a 
difficidt u lay ahead of the new party. 
However, he said, if the resolutions 
adi^ited by the convention were un* 
plemented, the face of the Indian 
Opposition would change. 

The first resokiiton endorses die 
statement d ptdicy and programme of 
the new party, promising an Utopun 
Iixha with a fundiuneitui nght to work 
and a rursi bus n pUnning and develop¬ 
ment The second res^uon makes 
















cume Co Ihe people penoiwel But 
what wt« alvnunp wai ibe ww tbtf 
cuMhioied themedvei. Thernxe. 
with deep rofrei. we conduded chK 
Miociatjon with wcfa a part^ would 
be difficult under one orjcmutniMl 
umbre l a. 

Y4H Mewn, hecwMe e^Av/ 
«cr^mpf^09iUictT 

You eee. It dl eUrtad wtien 
Cheudhm Devi Ld wceC dmi Bee a 
bdl in aChmi ifte He Mouneed 
rerently that the awn dw edtj—ta 
Del hvt been (armed tmiiiroval 
(rnm ffi iklea, which «m Car Cm (he 
tfuih. ConCabdatiom weM on and 
00 . M If wpediency ii the moat opor- 


unta^ect. dienwhatiaibediaec- 
ence bK ween iheec people and In* 
dga Gandhi? If 1 did not comprooiae 
withMn Gndi. oneoCthetileat 
leedera of Ihw country tlm century, 
can 1 corapruiuae with (here (dbw* 

.. If ih^ fal to budd a perMoity 
ctdt hke bin rt wffl be only because 
there are far too many of them. You 
must have eeen some of them wear- 
big turbwiK and shoutng aiopna. 
These are the stuffof conic opera, 
notpaitics. 

BatV^. SfnpA cwvfaBee tktt 
ym. the C«m$m$tSK fa affifloa 

miiMf 

Yea. HeiangbliDdieaemtlat 
there are afee »d dbea. We tfe 
after co-vcfiilecta (of tlii naer- 
ferl. itwe werenoc aeriouainiMy 
WB woddaothaveioMd 
wewttooMfi^ua. 


Kegde, Devi Lai and V.P. Singh re- 
apoittible. for the restructuring of the old 
Janata Party conatitution to suit the new 
pwly. 

T he resohftions, passed "uDanjenoua- 
\i". when the 3.00IMd delegaCea 
raised thetr hands, did not succeed in 
entirely covenng up the bntile nature of 
the new usMy. Not everybody, for 
miunce, is too thnUed with the idea of 
V.P. Seigh. uD recently a champion of 
the Congressd), being pronxited as the 
Opposition Prune Monster, And Hegde 
h^ to ex^ain: "There is nobody with* 
thai kind it crcdibdity and popularity as 
him u» head the party. In the eyes of the 
pubbe, Rapv Gan^ ii bke a thief and 
V,P, Single IS bke one who catches the 
thtV 

The hardened veterans of the Opposi¬ 
tion. who formed the new Janata DaL 
know that nothing aucceeds tte the aura 


"It is old wine in a new 
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K, P. Unmkhshnmt is ilisUhtsioittd with the thfw f>arty 


SvxttAr: WMat fa poar Pteui pf 
tkw It Orfeber coeaf.* 

K. P. Uniiiknahnan: (i is an impur* 
tant event, no doubt about ii. Hut it 
IS not m the way some us envis¬ 
aged tl. 

Whe? 

In (he AlCC session m February 
)9P7.1 was one of 1 hose whu 
ApecifkuHy said that the U* Dal (A 
and Hi, Jansu Party and Coo- 
gressfS) ahuuM get together into a 
Irft-nf-centre pla^orm which wB get 
scceptarre as a natkxfol ahemativc 
til the Congresid i 'there was a void 
uAdrt wsi KTiRortint to 611 this void 
Uemocndk principlet would perme¬ 
ate (be functinnbigof the new psrty 
and these were llW credentiBi vnth 
which the party would 0 > tu the 
people. Hut wvn the credeotiiH 
themsehrea an dubious and imuffi- 
oent, then it cannot gHn acceptwice. 
Tomyndnd, whitvasbomunll 
October IS essendaSy oM wine in i 
newbotUe, with a new president. 
That a going to be lu trademark. 

0 irf imr sefrf it woe en fm^sr- 
fenl eoM/... 

Yet, as an event k is miortant. 

As s process. H isimportant very 
unpohant. 

/f cemes os e furpHse «A« A 
imr M|r fM »erv jwf fslbeii fafp 
rmltdenef fbr lAe /i Ochbtr 
event. 

Let me clvify. We knew about the 
event, of eparse, ahhou^ we bad 
reservatipns about (he date. The 
time was too short to orpnise a 
meet of that kind But the way the 
dednons were tak^ (be name was 
supposed to be 'socialist people’s 
pwty'. Now, why within 48 hours of 
their landing in B»gilore was 
'sociabii' dropped? Who took that 
dedalan? You cannot take ludt a 
dedskn without consulting us, 
although wt are a amafl party. Some 
of these leaden csnootasaunie the 
Mde of dMss vid buMoae us. 

Kow take the eansckutfoo. and 
(his is inpoctaitt. In coecapt k 
Was acce^nd this was to be a MV 
puty. Therefore, weletveourbag- 
gaga behind—keep k tUdud away ai 
same doskroom Let's have a new 
coeititutioiu protramme and then 


of success. And the key to the Oppoai- 
tioe’a success» credibility. If this unity 
move fois, the merger-makers mi^ 
not get mother chance to bid for power 
b tbe near future. 

The Karnataka unit of the Janata Party 
smrked overtime to make the merger 
and the pubbe ratty foOowingit. a gr^ 
succesa. This was also Hegde'a big 
chance to refurbish his image. Karnataka 
daef ronater SK. Bomnuu and other 
Hegde (oyafists ensured Uut their leader 
got the maxirnum pubkdty. At the rsfly 
ground, Hegde’s cutout loomed over the 
pther^ and lis voice boomed: 'The 
belief in this country is that bepmingi 
made on this day. Uie first of Dusseri, 
wffi be successful.” Hegde's catt was 
both an mvocation to the fnetkwa fol¬ 
lowers of the new party and to the gods. 
The Janata Dal evident needs both to 

see it through Its infvicy. 
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k» Iht bmc 
teb ff yhew 
tf)Nhnftd«4 
N«hii<’» bountjr 
•< WtMeem. 

MwfM. cWr blue ^luea return 
•nd Mdi knd fmla aihe dis4ay 
widolul brH» of ortmton and ocf«e 
WMe HartKAaf • charTTun^ 

In mrnmer •( H morv fa•c«^alfl9 ft 
aulurm 

T^e dtgM of frMrt Uce^ bendhi9 Mh 
lutcieua ipplei, pear ^ , appocst, plum la 
aimply bmathlaMp 
Mh ••« inapbing glam ond nwiay 
me ado w 

enMned bjr guahng Mreoms or 
meandenrig broohj, 
fkiftg oael and •«»<. the entav arte 
ti open to erv one odto wfahea lo 
ea ce p t the heat and duat of 
the plaina to bfcnthe 
tne etftfnllng ar of 0te Himakjoa. 
tettftt WhH&sg pfnea swg 

and agreed nalm do the rtat 
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COVER STORY 


THE GREAT 
SURVIVOR 


A nd here is the movie ihvm 
<iuu for today quo* 
tion* which Hffvti him star 
hH acted m over filnis 
and IS stiU amons the indii>' 
try's cop hercones? Second question 
wfich actress has seemed equally at 
ease hems directed by Manmo^n Oe* 
sai. Prakaah Mehra and Manoj Kumar on 
the one hand and Shyam benejc^, <juv- 
ind Nihatani and Gmsh Kamad on the 
other? Third question* name the only 
heroine to have lasted nearly 20 years in 
the buHiess and iCiU seem both desir* 

able and-Hiure imporiant>-bankable at 
the box-office. And a final, abjchlly more 
personal question* which movie star has 
kept lunmitupon the covered Si 'ndav 
every second year since the maitasine's 
mcepbon? 

Yes. aO tvdtt, we know wu knew the 
answer all aions hut. leCe be honest, 
wiach of US has ever realised qune how 
mcredble Rekhi's success is.^ r<v most 
of us she's become ihe film mdusb’y's 
bsiiA£ mm—a poubng, dusky temp- 
tress whose sex appeal 
we seem to have itrown 
up with and who we reck* 
on will always be around 
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HeVM has deVn' 

healthy andas . ’^he podgy. 

she does 




But sU^ a wl^. Look at 
her career m perspective 
In 1^9 when she 
started shooting for 
Sewan BMoOh tlw film 
industry was a very diffe* 
rent place. Amiubh Bath- 
dtan did not have a bingk* 
release to his credit and 
K^sh Khanna was ncA 
I yet the fUrm phenomenon 
he later Sesame. 'Hie 
,1 business was still domin- 
^ atedbytheBigIhree. Of 
them. Raj Kapoor was 




is( ( *IS 





• 'C. 



<y>VKKsTl)KY 



busy shuotinft Meat Joker. Uev 
Anand had yet to erqoy Uie success of 
Jc/my Men Nairn snd l)ilip Kumar was 
still running around trees pretending lo 
be a young lover. The herocnes. too. 
were very different. Shannila Tagitre, 
Mumtas. Asha Parekh. Waheeda Keh- 
man and Sain Banu were the top leadmg 
ladies. Zeenal Aman was still at coSege 
in America. Shabana Aamj was still at 
the Film Institute, nobody had signed 
Jaya Bhaduri fw anything, and as for 
Snuta Patil. Parveen Habi and Keena 
K<iy. they hadn't considered joining 
Aims. And if you go by the ages uffered 
by today’s stars, then Sonant. Karha and 
(he rest hadn't even been burn! 

Nineteen years later, in an ndusiry 
over-run by Govmdas. Kent Katkarsand 
Chunky Pandeys. Kekha slid survives 
serenely at the top. Last year, she had a 
major hit. Sinaar. and a more moderate 
success wtih />ar Ki Jeet. This year, 
she's had another super hit. Khottn 
Hhiii Maine, aod Hiwi Ho To Aiai has 
been raking it m at the box-office. 

The producers queue obediently out¬ 
side her dresamg-rnom. carrying attache 
cases full ol crisp hankrvites so that they 
can hand over the sigruAg airuxint at 
once in case she accepts their t^ers. As 
she acknowledges: "After Khoon Utah 
Maang. producers are wdmg lo pay me 
an exorbitant anxiunl.*’ At the moment, 
she has a staggering 12 fUins on harid 
and there are scores of others (hat she is 
considering. 

But besl of all. just f<M>k at her. 
Kemember the podgy, little nitwit of the 
Si wan Hhodua days? 1'he Mi!d. unkempt 
spiifire who ate rat poison when her 
marriace to Vinod Mehn was dissolved? 
Tht uvermade up. bulging bimbo of Ilk* 
early Severnies:' Wed. kjok.’igain, Keklui 
has never looked as good, as healthy and 
as naturally elegant as she does loday. 
Last year, even Harpers and Queen, the 
prestigious British glossy, aidthow- 
ledged her importance by calling her 
‘ India's Khrabeih Taylor". . 


Nevertheless, a man called Ku^ii 1^1 
sijtned her to an exdusive cuntraci and 
put bet up at the seamy Hotel Oriental 
l*iiUce in a shady by-lane in (he Bfimbay 
suburb uf Khar. Her first fibn was to he 
Siwan Bhadoa, direcled bi Mohan Segal 


and also stamng anotlwr ncwconx i. a 
Film Institute product called Nnvm .\ks- 
chot. 

Nearfv evcrybcidy who k«nktil i«n 
that Gim has horror sIoth's t<» ichiK*. 
Kajan, tht* productim conirollci, rtvallv 
"Nobody thought she wixiid inukr ii. I 
was feehng sorrv' lor Moluinji th.n lie 
was stuck wilii her. I was sui'e that *\u' 
would pai^ her hagN .'ificr hi‘i first liltn 
ond go IxHiw t<* Madras." 

Kven Mutvni St'g^il,. w Iki could, wkih 
the advantage <»r hindsiglil ilaini that lie 
Hpotled her mm guidiiv ilk n. is hrutolly 
honest. “I sigiv'd Ik*i <iUi o\ *heeT 
desperation. " hi* savs. "1 was kHiking tor 
a pulsating voixng her<ime to fit into h 
oiaMria skg and there just wasn't any¬ 
body else. Kekha lud a cetiaui naive 


Moian Sipf ii bnMy hentst 
ihMl why hi pv« Rikhi tar 
flritbMlu1iip«lh»r i 

idmft».1wis loobi^lQr m 

M 

tarolMmllhmjiiit 
vamlviybodytlit* V 


•pauifthvr 


W ho would have thcnijdtt rl would 
turn out this way? In I96d. 
Kekha’s mother Pushpavalli brought her 
to Bombay from Madras. I’ushpavaHi 
was a former actress. Her husbarid was 
an actor and so were many other 
memlwrs of her family. U seemed logical 
lo her. therefore, to launch her podg>'. 
little Id-year-old daughter m the proTes- 
sioa In retrospect, tt is amazing that any 
producer sigi^ Kekha in the first 
piace^she was not just plump and 
unkempt: she also spoke no Hindi, had 
no seme of diaci^^ and made K cleat 
that she hated every moment that she 
spent in front of the esmems. 






Mm Knur kipt In 0Miii 
fotig. And I cnoh M JitMn 
b*am * itaidki( jolw In dw 


8v^^rtN> 


M4m 4m 

HMm WbtUnt hu hip»«|Md 
rt^G* Satm tShatkn i» fmttiy. B«- 
f rytodr koo«i it by heart. Hmv- 
H, whit I have fluw (hrcujri) 9tn^ 
Rally, only i kmiW. t^^AeM)s gpirfai 
rd It ihow A my perfonmnev. Oj^ 
satenng that 1 wm Ik torn perfect 
when I started, 1 muat lay I have 
been ncepoenaHy lucky. Anywiyi I 
had rnuch rather nut renw n hef the 
okj phase. 

Wkt? Art ffoti aukgmtd tfike 
fdd Rtkhe? 

Not ashsened. but 1 canrtut idmltfy 
^wth tht> old Kckha nnytnore. Today, 
when I tee my uM hbns. &e Kash* 
iiiaMs/) and irthers, I want to<;rtnpe. 
I was so raw and unpolished The 
lace W4» fine, hut then you can’t 
a round ball u( flesh a face, can you? 
Not to menlum the double<hin. the 
lyres and all tliat fat. 

•/>o pen find time to wedek pour 
old fitme? 

i'hhte. When 1 have nme. J would 
much rather see Meryl Streep hlms. 
It’s so borinfi lo vratch my own hbns. 
^of there la th» parlicdv cassette 
called Itekna 0 Hekho^ cnflectxm 
U my songi over the yean. It o a 
twrik casseiie. It has my worst 
sonjts. ITw (Mher day. when I pot 
horn, nw sister was watchngi the 
tftpe and J said. 'Cod how can you 
possibly watch this?' 

Do PM remember the lint 81 m 


: lb 999ft bHtre Hm 

etmmtu 9fmi 9ttt btrtif ’ 

TdoBIlom the inMnr«rdIM 
word Thartwioffiadtl wM lodo 
«dd»reisaalltlitirae. Howetn I 

r itborddapuMly? Andwhy ihouW 
be bend of the evners—it is my 
bestttend I fed 1 have jusi itaflad 
1 M Btt a Mwcoowr. There are 
nwiy tmre BttfrsUra rales 1 want 
to do. 

H9wlm9d99om think999wiU 
eomUnme ft ftt kertime'e rafes.* 

If by 1990 I CM do five good 
pertenaocea: by w hKh I me« f 
luoK per f ect accerdng to the darac- 
ter my voke and my pefkrrrances 
are to the best of my abflity. and u( 
which It can be said Cdy Kdcha 
codd have done tfisM wi be KMppy< 
1 am easfiy satisfied I lave one mt^ 
wish. I Chat befcre 1 die I carr 
direct my own An. but (or that, 
there is plenty of date. I can direct, 
even wtm I «n grey^abed 

Dote tke hbMipAf odfettimg old 

Mgkten peaf 

Not It di. ik cju a e I losow that 
even when 1 an aU ( wfl dil be 
besutdd—m a dderett way prob 
ihly. but sol attractive. 

kve rp em ctlU 999 tkf fnesf 
aurvfpof. Are get 9mT 
Aren't we al? We al have difie* 


ducera, after Kfioon Surf MMng, 
are witkiqt (0 dve me n exorwant 
amount. But 1 am hot hikind my 
prica. desp ite Khooo Bhah fl&anp 
and Bmi Ho' To 
Did 999 ex99ci tkeaa turn iHm 
te fie ottek bt$ kitaf 
No way. J had of course, wokbed 
very hard over my cole in 
Bhm' Mamv and am qiMe haw. 
witfimyperninnance. Buttiw tooMi- 

tr/s overwhelnais feecbedi came 

as a big iuipriK The unexpected 
success, of courae, is Biwi Ho To 
Aid I was totafly unpriced (fir the 
land ctf Wt the film has b^ declared 
Vmi ttMoi mn trwMd fr*M 
mHBmore end |mr ere noi nmdd 
U da mome refet. H9W whmp 
K hoon Bhmi MunpieiidBlvl 


dialogues out in Kuman acr^t and gave 
them to her in read * 11)11 caused 
problems with pronunciaiiun. Then, (me 
dav. an aMsi^iant director ntgKed (hat 
Kekha vas an excelleni mimH', (She still 
IS. Her i^nai Aman and Shabana Armi 
impersunatKws are devabtating.^ Krum 
then on. the director would demonstrate 
to her how he wanted the lines read and 
kekha would svnply parrot them without 
understanding a word. 

How she survived (hat period seems 
mysufymg today. PuslvMvalli was not a 
<Ur'n)other in the sense that Sndevi’s 
mither is. and having brought her 
daughter to Bombay, was content ti. let 
'her U kekha now says that it wss 
unrealistic of her moihei to have pushed 
her into ihr busineas without any 
grooming "1 fee) great admiral ton." she 


charm which, given iimo, I thuidit. 
iould flower Hul I knew il wiHJId t«ike M 
least two vrar^ loi tfun lo iuiifx'ii ” 
Much to rveryooe's ^orpllSl^ .S.iwari 
Bhadon waa a huge hit and ki kha wa< 
perceived as a southern sei bomb, a 
description that seems slightly qursiKm- 
able when one sees pHiuros t4 hei in 
(hose day*' (*or h(*r pjit, shi' had no 
mtercst m m'X <ir m bombs, lunimuafiy 
Ined to run a wav in an the sets ard— 
Hhe has sometimes lUnwd- had lo be 
thrashed by ht*( family before she would 
reium to the soundslagi* In those 
rctatively unprofessKmal days. noTH' of 
this W(HrK*d the producers unduly and 
shi' signed film after film (and got out of 
an exclusive contract with Kuljit Pall. 

ihnHjgh It all. she undciMuud rw 
llmdi. At fii^l. directors wrote the 
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says» “(or girls like Sonam. Madhvi and 
Neelarn. wluse make-up. dothee* sense 
and knowledge oi language, dancing, 
driving and riding are aB p^ect. In my 
days." she adds. “I only hoped that by 
getting into fims. I couM gel away from 
school. Bui once 1 siart^ workmg. I 
realised that school was probably 
better," 

F rom 1970. when Sawan Bhadon was 
released, till 1975. Kekha made lots 
ol Alms (Namak Hargm. kan^r Ka 
Lakshman, Oharmatma, Mebman. 
Anokhi Ada. Aknman. etcj. many of 
whtch were hits, tier sex kitien mage 
persisted and she soon became better 
known fur the compUcatMis in her 
love*life than for her acting skAs. A boef 
marriage lo Vinod Mehra led lo a 


botched suicide attempt; a liaisan with 
Kirv) Komar kept the ftn magaames in 
business; a crush on Jeetendra became 
the subiect of much gossip md so on. 

Her beloviour on the sets. too. did 
not suggest a constanmate professional 
who was gong to be around for two 
decades. Impulsive, impehjous and ftgh* 
ty. she woidd tad to turn up for shooi^ 
d her mood wasn’t right. Kipensive 
on*location schedules wuuM haw to be 
scrapped when the unit wuuU dcscuver 
that she had uken a ftfdit back to 
Bumbay because of some imagined 
slight. And fre<|uentty, her nsecumy 
wotdd lead her to make excessive de* 
mands on her pruducvrs. n an effort to 
be reassured. One director, stubbly 
writer and lynctsi Gulzai. threw her out 
of his film (Atamkeefll when she obieited 


lo the presence of a journalist on the 
sets. 

Now. Kekha aays that her behavimir 
during that period wa» nisinterpreted: 
"It was all very harmless. But the film 
maguinea blew everything out of prop* 
ortion. Unfortunately, people never 
forget had memories. And even though 1 
have changed tremendously, they stiH 
remember the mad hatter 1 once was. ” 

Loolang back, Jt is easy to see how a 
mbced'up teenager could go berserk 
when confronted vnth the hwtk pace of 
the film indusiry and the adulation of a 
dedicated fan following. It is less easy to 
explaut how her career aurvived this 
phase. Her answer is simple: "Destiny. I 
was just hicky. To be successKiL one 
has to be luck y. Otherwise, in spite of all 
the talent and opportunity, you cannot 
reach where you ought ta" 


T hose who know Kekha well, say (hat 
she only matured m 1975, Thai was 
when two things happened. One was the 
fihn Ohar. l*he other ivas. of course. 
Anfetabh KKbchan. Ti9 Char, she had 
been known for her wigs, her expensive 
make*up. her buxom Agure and her 
madcap personality. But here, shi^ had 
the role of a bfetane. Stripped of her 
£stee Lauder make-up. she went ethnic 
and played a deglamohsed middle-class 
houaew^e gang-raped by four men. 
(nkialy. everyone was leery of Rekhi'i 
ability to han^ (he emotional complex¬ 
ity of the role. KecaUs Kaakesh Koshan. 
an earlv co-star: "In those days. Nve 
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very signiAcan^ memory in (he mnds ol 
the Midience." 

With sucxress and bve came a new 
poise. She shed the pounds of excess lai 
that had always plajpied her and seemed 
more certain uf what she wanted to be. 
But (he new found depth did nut detract 
from her essential j;tamour. She be<'an>p 
obsessed with pholo^apliy and wouki 
sH for hours with copies lA Vow nrid 
Hurjfer's Baraar trying to work out why 
Western modeb looked so aotsJ in tlK*ir 
pMures, Her early experimentaiiun 
with make up was transformed trU) n 
skilful. pn>fest>ional interest. On h visit 
(i> Uis Antsuks. she impressed l^siee 
Lauder's saks Kirb so much with her 
hnowledpe (A their pr<idiK'( range that 
fmally. Mrs Uoder herself iin iicd kr 
for lunch in New York and jtaw her a 
tour of the factory. 
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**My doctor told me Keo Karpin Hair Viulizer* is a uom 
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h> was a happy phane. "I kxAed 
beautiful/’ she expiainsi "becauae ] feU 
beautiful. The 0ow was from within, h 
was an mner jilow.'' 

Sfte reacted to this new-found happi¬ 
ness by cutting hendf oft from many of 
her old friends and retreating to the 
marble bungalow she had bought wnh 
her payment for Char. “It was a phase 
when J discovered myself for the first 
time." she says now. 

W hen SHsHa. the Yash Chopra film in 
which she co-starred with Ami- 
tabh bachchan and his wifejaya. Hopped 
(“[ knew It would fail." she nBintans) 
and the lanky superstar stopped signing 
filnis vhth her (either because he wanted 
younger heroines or because of domes- 
Ik compulsions), conventional wisdom 
had it that the Eighties would be a penod 
of decline for Rekha. 1'here were parn 
llefft. Of her contemporaries, Hema 
Malini had settled down to beanng 
children for Ohaimendra. Zevnat Aman 
had slid into puffy middle-age and Ihir- 
veen Babi, having already had one 
nervous breakdown, was on the verge of 
a second coUapse. 

And certainly. Rekha helped the spe¬ 
culation by more or less disappearing for 
all of and refusing to sign new 
fihns. AD she would do were an HIms 
such as (jirish Kamad's fffaav. Now she 
explains; "[ had reached a stagnation 
poini ' She was fed up of gettpig up 
early each morning to have her make-up 
npphed. irritated by the streams ^ 
aupphcating prodiATrs and tired of the 
poor quabty of Hindi films. *‘1 was 
watching Meryf Streep lihns on the 
video day after day." she says, "and 
asking myself whether my actizgt had 
any significaiu.'e at al. I was UHaly 
demoralised and couldn’t face the 
thought of making another Hindi movie. * 
She considered changing professions, 
designed jewellery, even toyed with the 
idea of becoming a full-dme fashion 
designer and went off to America for 
three months. When she came back, 
some of the old fire had relumed. 

,To Rekha. losing weight has afWays 
been a symbol of regeneration and so. 
she- «al^ into tl« health dub at 
Bonib»y’9 Sea Rock Hotel one mom^ 
and'set out an exercise rtjomw with 
Kama Bans, the hutel’s fitness expert. 
KefauAching herself as a Jane Fonda 
done, -she brought out her own exercise 
record (Rekha’a MindsndBafy Temfiel 
and won luccess in a new teld. 

By then, die induatry had changed. 
Rekhaalr^y outl»ted three gen- 
eraboot of conteniporms. But wosdd 
she lurvive the onahuj^ of the new 
aouthem sireiit: Sridevi. Jayaprada and 
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Tha awr at OSS*: a new psM and on offiUerrtsi 

Meenakshi^ Would heroes be wilhng to 
act Opposite a star of her vintage? 

To Rekha's credk. al her doubts have 
always come from within. Competition 
has never worried her. "Nobody can 
eebpse me.'' she declared writh her usual 
confidence, dismissing the younger 
breed, and went about restanu^ her 
career. 

She proved as gwd as her word. In 
19R6. she had two lets. Soda Suhggan 
and jaaf and was bade in business. 

A nybody meeteig Rekha now caxxiot 
W to be stiuck by her poise. 'Piere 



laceMWme* 

ts such a thing as bebevmg in unesetl. 
but Rekha carries it to excess. Asked by 
7he Washmgron /Vsr two years ago 
wbu her idols w^e. the actress kxiked 
svprised. "Nobody." she mkI with hnal- 
ity. 'Rekha is my idul. I know I am 
beautiful. I know I am talented. I am 
Rekha." 

Well. QiBte. but this confidence has 
nevertheless overcome crises and 
obstacles that would have felled a lesser 
woman. Since her relationship with 
Kachchan cooled (she will nut comment 
on the break Bid the superstar himself 
has imswered questkma about her by 
simply cocking an eyebrow and asldng 
'Who?'), her persc^ Hfe has been 
rocky. A largdy physical relaliooship 
with Sunjay Dull gave way to a host cif 
irmwr flings and in recent months, she 
has been in the news because of Raj 
Rabbar who. it is deged. rushed in to 
romance her only weeks after Smita 
Hatil died. (For the record, Babbar 
admits to a doae frieKiship but denies 
any affair.) 
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'nsere have been mcome-ux prob- 
1ema» too. In 1965. the 9U9b6 bve 
shows abroad apparently beauae she 
needed to pay off the taxman. Three 
yeara bddre that ahe had been raided 
and the tax authontiea accused her of 
suppressing the purchase o( jewelerv 
(induing a diam^ worth ks S hhhs) 
and claai^ that she had laded to dedare 
Idcha m caah eamnRS. Finally, her 
labiliiies (nchiding p«idtiet and the 
Ute) totaled an astonishing Ks 75 lakhs 
(A cynca) view is that siw returned lo 
^ma after her 1964 lay-off because she 
needed the money to pay the author¬ 
ities.) 

Tnvo months ago. after repeated tnps 
by Rekha to Ayakar Bhavan, die Bonv 
tey headquaiiers of the mcome-tax 
detriment, the cases were finaly set¬ 
tled to her saiisfatnion KesentfiiJ tax¬ 
men told the prevs (oO the record, tif 
course) that their bosses had myster¬ 
iously decided to waive her entire habd 
itv And there were the im-vitable 
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rumours that Badtchan had sitervened 
to have her debts written oA though the 
gossips did not exphei why. rf be h^ 
such ckwt. the mega-sur slowed the 
taxmen ti> hen pay up Rs 30 bkhs 
in back .taxes eaiher this year 

Wgh the tax probfentf out cd the wav. 
kekha can look forward to a sinng of 
prestigious releases. She i» domg two 
fikns with Rameah Sgipv (with whom, 
oddly enou^ she hM never worked 
before) Raves Sippv of the hen«ie uf 
hfs MaoEtme X 'Hite role suds her to a 
tee 1 sigried her up because of the 
aerobes, the fitness cuh and the-entire 
persona. She's gomg tn be temftr m the 


film," Her other assignmenta a>dude, 
Bawan Kumar Tak's Soufen Kj Bcti. 
Uushen. Uushman, Aaa<ff>esft fCe Chu- 
iam Ijcfar and Sheah NMg- 

And the offers ke^ comin g . Says 
Dulal Guha cd ho A/gaane star 
'Today rotes at written apedaly for 
her. Fourteen yevs after Ib Aivaaoe; 
she actualy looks beettf today. She is 
the only actress who c^i carry an amrs 
fikn on her ahouldera. Not even Sndevi 
can do ttes." 

Agrees jeetendn. the aubiect of one 
of her estest enahea: "i say about 
Ancabh Mhehaa nooompaticora. He 
ii al poaibOQi fren mnbar one lo 
fliinberteft. Eactly the same la true of 
itekha. She la ei a dtu by heraeU.” 


Even Manmohan Desai. respected m Om* 
mduatrv for he abihty U> shoot from the 
lap, says about the berumc of hh 
Suhaaft "She btossomed with that film 
but she hasn't stopped groMong mikv 
thea" Concludes Rishi Kapoot "Not 
only IS she famastK but the Iasi two rilni'> 
prove that she is a king cbstance rate 
horse." 

B ut wtut of the woman behind iho 
icon? The podgy cilerpittai who 
was dragged kicking and screaming In 
Bombay 19 years ago has avoided turn 
mg mto the dour moth that she teenwd 
set to bucome. but is the butterfly any 
happMM than the moth would have been^ 
With Rekha one IS never sure The fat 
bttte sex-bomb of the early Seventies 
may have been a figure of Ktr but ^he 
waa upfront Every emotHin showed on 
her tere. The post-Bachchan Rekhs, on 
the other hand, demonstrates an abnosi 
unreal lerenity that dscourages any 
probing. All peramal questions are 
answered with embarrassing setf-praise 
and no real msgd^ts into her personalitv 
are ever offer^. 

It M (dear that she has never, m her 
peraonal hfe at least, found the fulfilment 
she desired. WMe the relationship with 
Bachchan obsessed her completely and 
tr ansf orme d her personality loiallv. it 
never pve her security that she always 
enved When the r^txwship cooM 
(swders say that the dnfi began with 
Bachchan's first great illness m 1982: 
others uy. teat i^usibly. that it is all a 
bkiff: the two still meet clandestinely), 
she retreated withm heraelt. finding 
tefTiporary aotace m such teenybopperi 
as Sunday Dutt and al tempting to aMn- 
den the mdustry. 

The new Rekha is obsessed with her 
career. (Saya DuUl Guha "V^hen she 
was shooong Kboon Bhin Afaang. all 
she would talk about was the rote.") 
Success has become a measure of her 
self'worth. 

But there la another side lo her 
Nobody is still allowed mto her marble 
vifia, by Bombay^ Arabian Sea. Her 
(eleibm number at the bungalow is as 
doeely guarded as a state secret. (She 
cells nosy outmders that she has no 
phone at home.) Her love*.!ife is no 
longer the staple of the goss^ gloasies. 
And her doeest friend appears to be her 
secretary Ferzana 
The obsesaion with pnvacy suggests 
mother Rekha; a touDy different perso* 
ra that she keeps from the world. It is a 
Rekha that only she understands. That 
way nobody elM knows where she goes 
to when she is alone m her bed. 





T^r on the prowl 


The government rcnmis 
LTTE leader Kittu to the 
battle-ground in Jaffna 

'IV (nduui ectvfmncfll 
MHHiis im riiisinidv unabk* 
lo nik* tV TarhI Tie«*rN 
Iri aJ(int‘ link* them ()n 
]2 (hitVr. (he Jndun 
f*fare Keeping Korii 
(Il'KH had lr> awiHnw a% 
pride and release mne rmmibcik lA (he 
LTI'hX a inikiaiU Kicwp that has been 
battling Indian triMjps An over 4 vear in 
Sn Lanka The nine LITB memhers 
iiKluding the fmiHiMs Sadasivant Kri«h* 
nakunui (popularly known a» Kittu) whn 
hrid bevn <iperaling as the LTrKs 
unof5i*uil envoy at Madr<i>». weie re* 
teased a( Jaffna a( a time when the Indian 
grivemnH'nt s plan to ensure peaiYful 
cleclKKU in Sn l«anka'$ Kastem and 
Northern 1‘rovuxes is beuig wtecked by 
the Tamil mihiants 
'llie L’lT'K has been fmemg all the 
nxives and, each lime, the Indian guv* 
I'TDiiK'nl ha» had to back off Kutu. his 
girlfriend Cvnthia and about ISS other 
L’lT'B members had been anrated at 
Madras under the Naiiona] SccuRlv Act 
(NSAl bs'tween K August and 12 
SeptemVr this year Kittu had retah* 
ated bv threatening to fast unto death if 
he and his coiTirades were nut released 
In a letter written lo Hrmk Mmisier 
Ka^v Gandhi. Kittu had argued “If we 
had committed any cmunal uffences m 
India, we slmuld be brought to irul and 
punished if the charges are proved If 
not. we should be released immediatelv 
and handed over to out comrades m 
'J'amit Kelam." 

ITiere were, of course, no mnnnal 
charg4's against Ll''rK members in India 
und f<K'ed with the threat of a fast bv 
Kittu, the Indian government had no 
option but to I (‘lease the L1TK detenus. 
1^s was doTM' on 9 October, just a day 
before ihe deadline set by Kittu, At 
about 2 30 am «in that day, the Tigers 
lodged at Madras Central Jail were 
woken up and told that they were being 
flown hac k tu JaHha The Tamil Nadu 
AUte pok'e offinaK handkng the HTT 
prisoners had been briefed by kAW 
<iffK‘ials, who Kfd prepared a plan named 
'Op<‘faiKm Kingfisher’ Accnrdsng to the 
plan. MS L’l''rK detenus were to be 


whisked away from Madtas and T2 
others kidgtd m the fUadurai Jad would 
be flown out at the same time 

Kven at the monkent of ck'parture, the 
L'lT’R members evii acted further con 
ie«siieis. The detenus at Madras re* 
fused (o V handcuffed and insisted that 
Ihcv be aDowvd to cteivnumcau* with the 
llravida Kazhagam general secretary. 
K Vmamaiu, and thie president of the 
Tamil Nadu Kamaraj Congress. 1* 
Neduniaran Jnilaljy. the pubce ruAised. 
but when the I TT'E membei s started 
shout mg "Xaddi. fcadhdbfBite. bitei* — 
rcfi‘intig (o their cyanch* I'apaules - the 
pohiT 4)iacldy relented Ihey obviouily 
(M not want dead I.TTK men on their 
hands 

If the Indttn guvemment had been 
hopng that the release id the L’lT’K 
detenus would please LI'I’K svmpathrs 
er> m Tamd Nadu, it was sadiv rms* 
taken. The general feebng is that the 
released tTTR numbers, many of 
wken are sick and cnpfJed hke Kittu. 

■Mb necewWf heiinwMS 
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Awim—npim- Malh«lhrMt 

will face certain death in Sci Lai^a* • 
caught between the ansafire nf the 
JPKF and the mihunts, 

UMK president. M. Karunanidhi. led 
the outcry against the nvive. conde* 
mning the operation as a gross huiitan 
nghts viobtion and a breKh of mierm* 
Uonal law. DMK Rnjyn SaNia member, 
V (kipnlaswamy. wanted the govern* 








ment to explain why the liger detenus 
were not returned to their homes 
n Madras, ^t instead were flown to 
Jafhu where they are exposed to grea¬ 
ter danger. K. Vecramani of the Dravi^ 
Kashagam added that this operatioo had 
put tlw last nail on the Congressdl 
coflm. 

The state Congressd) was the 
party to defend the move. In a predict* 
able sutement, T.K. Raman, the sute 
Congress(]) general secretary, de¬ 
clared: “Our government did the correct 
thing in deponing these men. How can 
they be attowed to carry on anii*{ndia 
propaganda while staying on Indian 
aoil?“ The govenuneni tried to extrKt 
as much publicity from the event as 
possible. A Door^rshan crew covered 
the handing over of Kitiu and Ns assoo* 
ates to the protective care of senior 
Jaffna citiaem. 

Afl the 157 LITE detenus were, 
however, not released. Hie Indian gov* 
emmeni is. perhaps, wailing to see what 
fate befalls Kittu and his assocates. the 
Situation for Kittu is panicubriy wor* 
rying since the different milttani groups 
in Sri Lanka have different views on the 
fonhruming elections tu the provincial 
councils. The LTTE has issued a stem 
warning to ^ those associsuig them¬ 
selves with the polls. Bui three other 
pro*accord militant groups, thr EHRLK. 
the ENULF and the TELO. have 
ignored the LTTE threat and are going 
ahead with the fieldmg of candidates. In 
seals where single consensus candidites 
have been put up. they have already 
been declared elected. Ir the proceu. 
the EFKLF has already emerged as the 
major power. 

EPKLF secretary general. K. I’adma- 
nahha, hopes that the elections wd bring 
peace, but knows that hzs party wiP run 
into opposition from the LTTE. Leaders 
like Padmanabha are counting on the 
IPKF and the Sri Lenka govemmeni to 
protect them. Others are less optimis¬ 
tic. The general secretap' of the moder¬ 
ate TLfLP group, AppapiUai Amirtharmg* 
am. feels that the overaD situation m the 
isbnd IS “very volatile and getting worse 
every day'*. 

Amirthalingam. a moderate among the 
Tamils, found out just how bad things 
were whie flying out of Colombo on 11 
October. On Ns arrival at Madras air* 
port he was horrifled lo see Ns baggage 
covered widi ominous bbek Sinhalese 
lattenng; *^e w*fll tdie your life «id give 
it in your hands." A sirabr. albeit 
unspoken, threat hangs over every 
groi^ stuA in Sri L^anka. The Indian 
government haa. so far. shown no sign 
ef beng able to* crater the threat 
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The guns of the CPKM) 


The Communists match the 
GNLF, pistoi for pistol 

It was a welcome finale 
with a curaxu twist. The 
Oorkha Natiocial Itbera- 
tion Prunt (GNLKl. an 
outfli (hat has susUMM'd a 
three-year‘lung violent 
movement against the 
West Bengal goveinmeni. started 
surrenderiig (her soeable hoard of 
arms and ammuntinns m aiixrdaiKe 
with the tripaitMu agreement signed 
between rhe GNLE. the sUie gnvem- 
ment and (he Centre. Then came the 
surprising part: arms surrender by 
CPKM) activists. Td then (he sute's 
rubng party had not ullered a single 
word about the vast accreCKm of 
weapons by their own cadres. 

The toctnigh(*tong arms surrender 
ceremony n Darieelmg revealed the 
(ksturbauc fact that the CPKMl matched 
the awesome firepower of Che GNLF 
tauHei for buBet. Had the guns of both 
the parties been fuly used, the hiSs of 
UarjMbig would have witnessed i»* 
thave shon of full-scale mdtary warfare. 

dmuement fortunately was 
drflerent. The GNLK took the lead, and. 
between 2 and id October, the date sec 
by GtVLP supremo Subesh GNsingh fee 
Oie surrender of arms, thousands of 
Gorkha activists dressed in their olive- 
green battle fatigues queued up before 
the local Cymldira Ckib's skaimg<rink 
lo hand over (hew weapons to the 


disUKt authorities. The weapons in¬ 
cluded self'losding assault rifl^. sten- 
guns, prpeguns and explosives. Uaoeel* 
ing's specol UIG of pohee, K.K. Handa, 
d^lared: “Hus is deariy (he biggest 
ever arms surrender by any militant 
organiMtim in the country. It is a dream 
come true for me". 


The Cl’KMl would perhaps have kept 
quiet about Iheir <iwn weapons. Ghi- 
Singh, however, insisted that the 
CPKM) cadres too should deposit (heir 
arms. The CPKM I k*adership hesitated 
but by the second day start^ ordering 
their men to join the arms surrender 
ceremony. Over 3.0tM) CPKM) acuvisls 
in three batches laid down their arms. 
An umharrassrd Anaiida Pathak, the 
local CPKM) MP. admitted: "I am at a 
loss to understand how my party cadres 
procured the arms.” He added: "The 
CPKM) had never instructed its follow¬ 
ers to arm themselves. ITiey must have 
collected the* weapons on their own,” 

back m Calcutu. CPKM) leaders 
w*ere far less contrite. State information 
minister, Buddhadev Bhatiacharya, 
said: "Our foBowers have done the nght 
thing by arming themselves. After all. 
they have a right to defend themsel ves. 
In (hat case, GNsmgh cixjld cbim the 
same thing. AO the same, the surrender 
ceremony proceeded more smoolMy 
than amkrpated. Even Chhatre Subba. 
the nukUAi opposed to Ghisingh and the 
Uarjeeling accord, meekly surrendered 
hts arms. For once an Kcord seems to 
be working. 
fU#v BifeWdMMa 









Big Brother is angry 


The CPKM). too. hardened h$ sund 
cfi the issue, especiatty after its party 
secreUry E M.S. Namboodirtpad and 
the central comnuttee ' aulhorised the 
West Bengal secretarial to take 
appropriate steps tu undo the damage 
dme by Jatin Chakraborty” on 7 Octo¬ 
ber. It has rejected outri^t the RSP’s 
overtures for a bilateral discussion to 
solve tbe problem. Said Himan Bose, a 
CPKM) member lA the central cocnmil* 
tee; '*D»e nailer is a grave one and not 
a bipartite issue. U concerns the entire 
Left Front. We are going ahead with 
jgans A holding i left Front meeimg to 
resolve the enpasse," 

but fmding i solution that will make 
everyone happ)' will be difficult as the 
CPKM) and the KSP. thuu^ partners of 
a njhng front, are old poliii'tal rivals and 
both il^ parties are determined to make 
the most oi the present crisis. Besides, 
the RSP's warning that it would quit the 
ministry is no empty threat. !n fact, a 
majonty of the RSP’s leaders and tvurk- 
ers in West Bengal have been in favour 
of (he idea of quitting tbe government 
king before the Bengal Lamp crisis 
surtod. 

Disfiusioned with the CPKMVs policy 
of expanding its base at the cost of the 
Front partners, the KSP is only too 
wribng to leave the ministry. The KSP 
has taken strong exception to the man¬ 
ner in which the CITU. the trade union 
wing n( the CPKM). has formed rival 
unions to oppose the KSI'-controlled 
workers* unions in hospiUls and jails. 
Moreover, the CPKMliacccirdmg to the 
RSP. has been systematically denying 
the panv its rightful place in different 
government committees and bodies. 
And. in rural areas, the KSP has been 
the CPI(M)*s main target. Over the past 
fow months, there have been a number 
of violent clashes between rival party 
workers in several districts. 

But the dilenwia of the CPKM) is that 
k cannol afford to do without its allies. 
Foe, thoujdi the party alone corrvnands 
an absolute mgjority in the House, tbe 
conathueots together control four per 
cent of the votes. And though the 
Oppositicn Coogressfl) was virtually 
wi|^ out in tbe last Assembly ebcuona. 
a four per rent swing coufo have 
changed the polkical ckmate of the state. 
Thus, while the CPKM) rank and file 
have been eg^ng on their party stal¬ 
warts to take stem action against the 
R5? and Jatin Chakr^xirty. the state 
fo a dership has been dragging its feet and 
has refrained from taking any hasty 
decisions that might prove disasttous in 
the kmg tun 
INhi lag rt df f iif fr uWi 


that th»- cbof nvn&teKs son. Chandan 
Basu. negotiated the deal on belialf of 
IWngat Ltf ip. To tup it ah. Jatin Chakra- 
tx'iy's letter was leaked to the press. 

hqut'd. the CPKM I leadership laun- 
died a tirade against the KSP ai^ Jatin 
Chakiaboriy m paruculsr. While Sure) 
Mukher)ec. the state secretary of the 
CPKM) and rhaimian of the Left Front, 
feh that the PWl) minister was “lyi^ ei 
an effort to embarrass the chief mmister 
sod his party**, others demanded the 
removal of Chakraborty from the 
Cabmei. On 4^ September, the CPKM) 
state secretariat hdd a meeting where it 
was unanonously resolved that '*the 
PW| > minister's altitude, nsinuatjiin and 
falM*hi>od wih severely hamper I .eft 
unky in the state**. But the CPKM) itself 
did not wanl to lake any actiun against 
the RSP mimsier; k began to muuni 
pressure on tbe KSP leadership to 
punish its errant minster. 


The RSTfi^hisihvCr/iM). 
il\ seniar Left Fnfnr im/vnr 

It dearly a lultfo be- 
iween unequafs. 1'he Kc- 
vulutionarv Soculist I'ar- 
ty iKSPl. a constituent iif 
the ruling l.efl Front 
roaliiion in West Bengal, 
hfis always lived in the 
sha<U)W of the mighty Cl'KM) and » no 
maidi for thr laUtT*» <irganiaatioiuil 
strength or infliierH e. Hut over the bst 
one nmnth. ihr KSP has been putting up 
a Kpiriied fight against a vunumied 
ass^iuU by Hig Bn/lhtt. And. strangely 
enough, (he issue that sparked off the 
biUer rivalry between the two Left 
Fr<int partners lias ostensibly been 
buriod; the infighting has taken centre- 
stage in West Bengal pobtks. 1*o make 






The beleaguered League 


The MusUff} breaks 

off with fhe DMK 

TIh‘ Nitdu vn\ <A 
iht* Muslim hi a 

tu Ml piqw. Im> siuii)»Hl 
kU iit'S will) M. Kivtvln.^• 
nidhi’N tiMK piiriv. I'his 
r'luls a 2<i*v(*ar*oM 
iiiiianci’. *l*hc Muslim 
l.isijcut's dn isuit) i<i diMi»s(H'iati> ii'icll 

tr<>m tlx* hMK api>c4r« lo have heen 
pr^MiipiecI hv Karunamdhis ujHbi(*rjil 
illusion til lump <»nio iht* N.iIrmviI Fruni 
IhUKlwiiK^iK Tht* presKfcml i if I he ^liiU* 
rxmUivr I'limmiTlf'v ol iIh* Muslim 
lA’iitfiK*. A K A. Abdtis ShiiriH, 
jilains ituii d<‘spKv if bvin^ a Inisipd 
I Mrt nt*r. I hi« 1 )M K chief c’ht ine (< i 1 he 
N<ili(iu.il \ 'r<»i)\ "wiOkiuI th« basv cnur* 
frsy ul omsullinh; w oil Ilk' riuiur* 
Karunanidfu. furth < 
vrmorc, did luitl 
wen txdhpi lorruiu ] 
the l^atfue lu ihv 
NaOunai brmt iiuu* 

^ral e'rtiveuiKM at 
Madrats. 


Iinnies AaimlinK lu Ihe DMK \einkt.' 

ahiiui 7HX nuNill)^ iijeii. Ihe Le;u.iX’'s 

li'advr»hi|i Iwl puUniy staled that Ory 
w'liukl walk <iut it( thi* Vrtun if iiwHsien.il 

berths were not asautMl lo them ei Ihe 
event <d tlie Krimi whiiiiiik iIh* next 
stale Assenibl\ ihniMis I'hix insjs 
was inlv l< 111 )NHard\ ie»i4ved h\' 
KanirbuiMllH. w'Iri laHid (he Iamisih* 
lr<«(k*n^ lur t.iBis and onMiHtd ihi’in li» 
remain iti iIh* Krimt ’Ilk* IlMK k>adei 
«dMt ( hiniis (ft hnw mi'i Cl’lfMi li'<Kl)‘rs 
ci|)|)usih| |i> iilMlif'r5 W'rth llu* Musluii 
l/eiiinM' niid persihMkd iImiii Ii> auwl 
extrenr pisiures. 

liui Iht* MusIhii lA'ai^* is lai frum 
vimvini’eil tiul K^iruiMkdlM lias pii** 
vadrd ii|H>n the Mariisls to quH 
mf? them S.irrud mvs tlut (hr state* Cl'l 
and LTMMi leaders openly threafmtxl 
to work aicunst Leaicur candidateA in (he 
next AsHvntbly el»lHHis. "We \inik up 
tile 11 ia( I er wii h Kann wiudhi in his ('apac * 


w’ala. wIh»IvkI(xu;m* loM.idr.i'I'.tciui 

a I'arbaim nUrv KsIuimk s ( oi ainuo. 
NS'aA sutpriscnl hI iIh* de\<k»|Hnrui • m 
(he $(Hie unit ol hi** )X)iT\ 
iiK'rtls Ih* luid no inkliii>; id 
(>n hi'anilk of LkIktI's rxpul iMU 
Kaiui(waki decLm'd: "I am shcu lvi ii .iiirl 
paint'd to Ik'sr ilk* ik’Ws I am al**** * kI 

itut chi* tuai(*<*x(*iuin<‘. ulMIr^^l i>'*ii'> 
fitdttA in llu* iivitUT. I'lxM i«j ik iiv uu 
wHki is (he imIhuuI i^riUT.il sn trlau 
even iIh* lusuinsirv couiU’sv id inn 
«ij|latKins Ih’IuU' Ukiii^ sih li a dc. isiim 
Atter rtll. Mr l^dhet I was aUi llu* ft mil 
serrelurv ol tin* la’apiie al Ilk' iMlimut 
level." 

keai’imv in Haimlwala’' «nitliiiisi. 
Sanud rciurlK Ihaf ilw s|,ur esei iiiivr 
had eveiy ti^lil to etpel «iii eiiin^ 
nieinher and it i(»uhl ma ik Lk iK 
deciKkjfl iffvrnilH* “lieminis" num* ii'iii 

r>Hl 1 i*d by l.Hiheef. 

Worse problems au* in store loi Ihe 
Tannl Nadu unit U’ahwv piesKlnii 
Ehraliim Swl ’s lelteis io J^ilu'H 
had hinted »l Samads )ri<.win» prefei* 


i 


■i 


Karunanulhi rc* 
poriudly mamUms 
ihat (he DMK's 
alliamc with the 
National Froni is 
only fur the par* 

liameniarv cfections 
and that the Muslim 
Lc'ukuv c<>uid eon* 
tinue (o be in his 
camp ir> fitd(( Aiaie 
elections. But this 
stance, far from pro* 
vmK conciliatory, 
seems to have added 
insult to injury, 

"Wlwt dues he iKarunanidhi) mean by 
Ihai:*" fumes Samad ~|)n I }^J m search 
iff new partners for the Luk Sabha p<iMa^ 
We are already a natMud party, we have 
Kot cadres and ihey wiD rnit iok*rate 
such irisialls/' he delates. 

I'hc state Mushin Lt'aftue president 
aJso claims that KaninanidiH had de> 
cUired that the dtorn were open for the 
l.eaj{ue ti> waOt oui of the DMK Front. 
“So it wa)) obvious that he had already 
iiradc up his mind tu jettison the Leajsue 
in preference fur the Natioful Kroni and 
Utv Marxists/' pouits uut Saniad. * 
Karunanklhi^ explanation is some** 
whal Afferent and has to du with the* 
League's rivalry with the State's Mantisf 



hy as (be leader of the Knmt but he did 
nuthmR.'’ cunvlains Santad 
Samad. perhaps, has reason to be 
hitter. Bui hes bitieniess has imly driven 
hmi into a tichter cumer. t^spnv^ 
after his precipilate a^’Lion m expellinjt 
the state Muslim Leajzue’s Keneral 
sccretarv'. M.A. Lalheef. who is crassi- 
deied very |xu-DMK. Samad. howe ver, 
ciainis (hat the deciskin (o expel Uitheel 
was nearly unammovs- that 52 <«1 
members of the Leaj^ue'a stale execu* 
live C4imnvttee supponed i he expulsHin. 
"Bu( the Muslmi Leaisur's national 
lendenhip is n4 amused by Samad s 
precipitate arlions. The League's 
natmnri g^ial snretary* (> M. Kanai- 


tanatwafealMcapJ 
SamMtMswiI: 


bTMliing up ovar 
•nim«:(lnM()A. 
lattwaTi eipawad 


erk e for Ibe CongniSKd). I bin. Sail h^d 
pocniud out, cemki liave an Hthnise 
anpaiT on the league in north IndM. 
Samad. (bus, is at tht* cuiiirt* <J a 
controversy iliat could affect the future 
ill the Muslim Uakue not only in lamil 
Nadu but all over (Ik* country 
ihafwpn iiHgh/Wadkii 









HERE’S ONE SMALL REASON WHY 
YOU SHOULD TAKE 
UI’S PERSONAL ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE POLICY 


I 



tbur ctiHtf. '(bur larrnry. 

Th«tr fuujre lies m your 
And your happioesa in iheira. 

Thaf$ why you try (o do every' 
mir^ you poselbly can. for the*r continued 
we5 be>r>^ 

United indies Personal Accident 
insurarKe Policy ia one way of making 
sure that a sudden threat to your life 
doesn’t cripple your whole family's future 
It provide for compensation rn 
the event of permartent or temporary 
total disablement, permanent partial 
dIsablemerM. or death by bodily injury 
resulting from accidents. It could be 
extended to cover limited reimburse' 
ment of rnedlcai expenaes for treatment 
of bodMy mjunes re^k^from accidenis. 

A (amily package and 'on duty/ 
off duty covers at discounted premiums 
are also aveilabte 

So whether you are e construction 
or electrical er>Qineer. veterinary doctor 
or bank cashier, machine operator or 
shopkeeper... United India’s Personal 
Accident Insurarwe PoUcy is a aanslbie 
act of cauUon piat shows your family 
how much you care. 



Ad now. Contact any of our 
lOOOotflcoc 


UNITH>r^DIA 
INSURANa GO. Lm 

' < (A subsidsry of the 

..^..Oenerei Ineurmce Csrporstten oi Adis) 
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*1 ft«l sad and di^RUsled 
at what has happei^ to> 
day. The situation has 
been handled wronj^...! 
have no respect fv my 
superiors b^use they 
cannot uke a decision on 
their own even when they know that 
what they are doinij » tncorrect." I'he 
10 October press conference of Chiman 
LaL Punjab's PspecrM’-lsenerai of police 
(border nn^e), at A^tsar, was a 
srannd indictment of the povenunent's 
manner of tackhns the terrorist menace. 
What panicularty angered Lai was the 
itoverrunent's decision to aUow Jasbir 
Smgh Kode. the sacked Akal Takht 
cM, to emer the Golden Temple with 
his men earlier that day. despite his 


Spy story 


MWi onRy: Ml le a* 


«lMWr$MenRe«t; 
eemrevoraw r«iwm 


The sad 
I policeman 


KsP Chiitfwn Lai (fui/s our 
Rosie's man h to the Temple 
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The army claims a defence 
expert is a Pakhlani aftent 


l'itnoti!«m iniKht be thi» 
last resort <A sitmndrels, 
but It is the first tc» be 
evoked by an establish¬ 
ment in trouble. Nut sur- 
priami;. therefore, that 
the In^n mihiarv eslab- 
bihment. which lias kmR contused pat¬ 
riotism with jmRiMhRi. hiis itime <k>wn 
heavily on defence expert Kavi KAhyr 
for wriliriK a book predKlmR the downfall 
of the Indian armed forces. 

Kikhye’s Utest book. ITte 19f19 S€T- 
mdo. has yet to find a publisher. But ihe 
country's entelllRence esiablishmeni 
seems to have found out a8 about it It 
has already been dubbed "hiRhly ubjec* 
tional^” and "anli*Indian”: and mtelh' 
gence officials claim that (he book is a 
l^akistani plant. Rikhye himsetf b ac¬ 
cused of having been turned by two 
highly-placed Pakistani diplomats— 
Group Captain Qaai Zaved Ahmad and 
Brigadier Z.L Abbasi. 

TTie milharv and intelligence estab¬ 
lishments want the book banned and 
proceedings initiated against its author. 
But this cannot happen before it is 
actually pubHtited. Kikhye. acceding to 
intelligence sources, has failed to find a 
puMnher in India and is now contemplat-' 
ing publication horn luodon. 

Whether the hook is tdtimately ban*' 


ned (IT not. It proneses to be cum rover* 
shI. Kikhye Mwrm tnliave sketched out 
Ihe worxi oise xcenant) for India. The 
biMtk starts with Ihe l*akistams ix cntjiV' 
ing 8»»*hrn on 111 July. and India 
rKaEutmg m anger un 2Ct AuguM. In the 
hiU'Oedged war that liilcms. Kikhse 
predicts that India wd lo^ most oi 
Kashnar. 


Mailers will get worse, wnles 
Kikhye. ome the Chinese enter Ihe fray 
and Sikh terruristv )ihp the war against 
tnda. If The f5W 5cmano is Ut he 
bebeved. Ihe Sikh terrurwts wrfl siK’coed 
m carving nut Khahxtan and China wd 
get Aninachal l*radrsli. 'Ilie mlerven* 
iRNi (4 the Soviet Union ix expedvd to 
I afkvl the war but iKd the fortiineM4the 
ruling party. The m^xl Mem* wd an army 
r coup dgamsi the l^rime Mnster. 


Nobody cuuU have pimHed a more 
ctutfuig future for Indisi, And KAhy«' ha« 
nig spared any detail lie has apparei^ 
even nK*iii tuned that 18.1 Hit) Indian 
troops wd be kded. amaher 4li.iHK1 
njured and 2.tHi,IV)U captured. 


The most "ol^ectMiabfo*' portions of 

(he bonk are, reportedly, the ones 
deabng with the nenvd pities nT India. 
The bnok tries to establish ihal Kajiv 
(tandhi General K. Sundaiji and Indian 
intelkgence agencies have already ere* 
ated cundiuons for India s mdiary de 
foat. Havmg tarred the cstabhshmem. 
' Kikhve camxd get away whh it. Both the 
book and its aulhur are in danger of 
bemg proserM. 

90* sundew MW 
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iasi8C«nce to the contrary, to protcrsi. 
Lat announced his deduon to (pi on 
leave and requested t}tti he be rdic^ved 
6wn his post invnedMiety. 

The announcement, which sent shuck 
waves thruuid^ thv suic s pnOt e force 
and the admiuisirabon. cinty served to 
hijEhhiehl the M*hisin» in the hip echekms 
fji the police. Lai fell out with the state’s 
dire<1or-Keni‘ra^ tif pobcc. K.H S. (iil. 
over the handJuv of the much by Kode 
and hjs men fr<«n Hhaianda to AmriUar. 
He had iDHiMied tlwt they be arrested on 
3(l Si'plemher when they be^an thetr 
inan h ‘in libi^mte the tiulden 1en^ 
fr<Nii the* pi4h'e". but his pleas fell on 
deaf ears, l^il uud that in ilw first place, 
the inarch six mid not have been slowed 
from the l>kh1 Datndama Sahib. '*But 
we werir asked lo wait for orders from 
above. Krom the day the jalha rextied 
Hahke, I was ni the firm view that it 
should be arteHied and prevented from 
diaturbinft peart. Huwevtt. that was not 
to be. T1>e iivin:liery were allowed to 
on in spite of the Caii that they raised 
highly ohfecivKuMe stojtans." 

Ihp tittrch by Kude wiUi about a 
hundred foOowers tisik ten days. Once 
iiistde tlic (iofocn Temple, the* pruees* 
SKAiHts raised provtsative shi^ans and 
even advamed inenacioitly towards 
StH'C sewjc^ and offkials. 

Senior police ofTKers ^nd bureau 
crals support Utl. who is reputed to be 
hunest and suaiidit forward. As one IPS 
officet a*nurkid: HoiK^sty and pnmi- 
pled stands don't pay these days. ) bet 
ftctuin will he laken HKaiubi lani. although 
he is absolutely right in exposing the 
sooUed henws." 

[all's start ling disclosure led (kivemir 
Sjddhanha Shankar Kay to concede that 
the Kode incidenl was very unfortunate. 
"Jl is n*Kreltablc that he stayvd on in the 
compk'x loiiKer than he should have and 
did things other than 'iidy praying or 
offering obeisHnee. I'be guvemment 
assures the people that there will be nu 
sjrbar khalsa at tht' instaiH'e of any¬ 
body." 

Hut the general sc*creUry of the 
Punjab JanaUi Party. Khushpal Singh, 
had a different stiHy tfi tel; that the 
pnvengnent wanlid Rode to hold 9* 
xd/twf so (hat decisions Taken at 

the earlier sarbatkfyfsa^ cou^ be nulb- 
fied. 

Harkishan Singh Surieet. polhburo 
member of the CPKM). remarked that 
the cUosinn 1u aDuw Rode into the 
tempk* wtHild only bring about a Hhm* 
dranwale cud tn the state. He said that 
the Union government was only eih 
cooraging •y\t group to fight against the 
other, 

■lU tharme/Cfumt^arfi 


Cops and politicians 


A New Deihi seminar 
grapfjfes with fX)iU e 
mrounttihiiify 

To whom should the 
police be accountable: 
community, immediate 
sigienorv. political bosses 
or the law of the luid? It 
seems (hat policemen 
themselves are as m* 
reresied to know the answer u the 
people at large. 

These and many other related ques* 
lions were the sufc^ of a lively discua- 
SKA amiAg semir p^e officers, media- 
men and social activists at a recently 
held wurkshop-cum-serranar on pobce- 
cummunity relatKAS. P. Chidambaram, 
the messtcr of state for personnel, 
inaugurated the session by descrying 
(he topic as "vast and thought- 
provoking". 

'Accounlabdily.'* he fell. *lMd two 
aspects^the first incant cuAfomung to 
certain prescribed rules, procedures, 
conventions and instructHMis. The 
second aspect of aicuunubibiy gave 
prknacy to result over procedure. "*l>ie 
iramster added that, n his opowm. the 
first type of accountability was "negative 
and may even obstruct the achievemeni 
of goals" nevertheless, the pobre could 
not stop adhering to the prescribed 
rules, procedures and norms. 

Sheda Harse. thi' firebrand activist 
and writer, who was among the speak¬ 
ers. highlighled the role uf puMioans. 
She aiH (he example of the DhoUkia 
brothers—'notorious smugglers in Bom- 
bay-^to poinl out how pnlitiduns inier- 
fere with pobce investigations. 

In course of the session, it became 
^lear that many of the pobce uflvers 
present shared Ms Bat se's views. Knn 
Beth, the gnlLy former DCP of the north 
Kksn PsA: lusitUng pfusatv* 



P, CMOambamncrssMHevsrpreoaUurt 

district in Lielht. who is currently in the 
Narcotics Control Bureau. echMd the 
feekngs of many officers when she 
bluntly said that what was required was 
a majority of "gutsy policemen" instead 
of a han^. Addressing herself to the 
distinguished gathering comprising 
several heads of police organisations— 
there was Mohan Katre, chief of the 
CBl. and M K. Narayanan, head of the 
Intelligence Bureau—she said (hat 
senior pobce officers must learn to ward 
off pokbcal pressures. 

K.ia. IGK ^Ag. regretted the 
fact (hat the police as well as other 
governmental agencies were being com¬ 
pelled to cater to the needs ^ the 
minority who h^ipened to be in power, 
while the problems of the silent majority 
remained unattended. The director 
general of the Bureau of Police Research 
and Llevelopment, which, incidenlally, 
organised the two-day worieshop in the 
capital iking with the Delhi police, 
pointed out that in a crisis like the 
November 'b4 rkAs. the police alone had 
been made the whipping boy when 
everyone knew that there were factors 
which were beyond the control of the 
cops. 

M.K. Narayanan, the Intelligence 
Bureau dtief. agreed that there h^ to 
be accountability to the law and the 
people but the question was how could 
one achieve this^ Ideally, a proper 
bulaflce should be achieved between the 
legislature, the execubve and the judici¬ 
ary so that the police do not become a 
"pmi” wi the Hindi of vetted interests. 
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“My wife who said, 
Madhya Pradesh’ is 
plan their vacation 




e to see in 
nds how to 




liji j Oranuhc lunuroun J! 

RiU was in thrso nuiiv pleasjiit surpriH*x ;in4l w 
ChriLlcd ihai mm* slu* cjn i <oiuaiti ticrM*ll 

(Ring)... M'ell, here she goes again.' 

’ Hello Remj! Yes. we'n* hatk—alttf a loveK 
holicbyl Of course it was in Maclhva Pradesh’ I 
must've been mad to e\'cr think that ihcte was 
nothing to see there—I've just had the most 
thnlhng, romantic, wonderful vacatum’ Wail oil 
about all we saw—I'm sure you couldtj 
.Innict place ftwyour next vacaiion! 


You tfKwU bepn rour (Tip from 0«iltor. s 
we dfal The nuMve fort aod bMtk scarred 
nfflptm Iwou^t vltfofli of baaaiiii onnoa arid 
cUablni fwonh viTuSy alitf 

Fran then we west to Dtffonbo The 
m^le* were exquoftc—»if iMi^ breflbdig 
tcsuiy had mapoUy Iweo fitM BW Wcioe 

Our next nop wu MiiMhi ihr 'Otj of Joy* 
ThebautSul oifaUiecn to echo witti tbe 
lOfeaoapofloopiiiuiJttlBttBoliMfew Veibo 
itw Hoiliin^Shih'i luid to be ifae larpitiOM 

for the Ta) 

Ob. dym rooember thoK fooka Tales we read 
u kkh? Wen. foef re ill ^foied cn the plea of 
te Soipa a Saodkl 1 ^ Ji b so ^utet iha yoB an 
ilnoabeiribeakoce 

And course, we went boicio^ by cDOooli^ 
a tbe MiiUe loda Pearly eWb and ibe potk 


rpMiofoars wi* we'd poe ibere for our 
hu n e y ai o otf 

The bisew suprwe «B findag a bO aaion a 
Maliyi Pndcah PachdMrbl a lua tbe pace foe 
picnloaKlhzIng 
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uflwewcD) 00 a abfl»io Kaoha, BHidhi«|Hh 
aad Shivpwri Puwity, ow excitcnem bunpy 
beru dndtencd our when u came to dget irsckkig 
>0 we wsuted dsnkai. odpi an] cUtal Mead 

Vhlle we ftvre « ttsopil to see the Bhant 
Bbivao. Mua ami Dad fujpebed us wtA a 
caB^nd proropUy padied wodoo apdplmage 
to MNn. Oeri uu ei ti w ladliiberttw. 

Vha with all that to tee aod do our vscaUoo 
jua 0ew pM AU DO aooo a «aa time to leave an 
so Dueb we hadDl aenfTheaedlenlcAyof 
OrdM.aad iberockpilotinpaBhlmbedca.. 
Amaflaattk.aKl the leBemUry QiMuoif 

Ceoni cbere» Ihoc arc Baiy wen oriuiaed 

toua Import^ You caodDoaefroacoa^, 
canorgtps AodibBeirefoghuoaid 
DunavdfogesDaaylo YoullionaaMldaya? 
Great* Maybe we could all go togeibe " 


Cume to Madhya Pradesh... It's surprising a lot of people like you. 
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FIRM ROAD-HOlO 
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THIS BABY 
IS GOING TO REVIVE 
A LOT OF 

DROOPING SPIRITS. 



CRUICKSHANK 


$ 


Say ’Cheers* to a new arrival and discover (hat you1l 
want to keep cheertng. because you*! know that (Ms one’s 
got a great hjture ahead. At Parties. Among Peers. 

Among Friends. Everywhere tn fact, yoo’fl %kI that its smooth, 
mature and disdr>ctly elegani personality Is going 
10 be (he toast of every party soon. 

And reason ertough to keep celebratlr>g foreverl 



A NEW SPIRrr IS BORN 
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BPLrSANYQ music maRers. 

At last! A wrid class choice 

Mono or iimo, mieite recorder or &Pl.*S«iiyo calls the nine. Slylisb. 

lacked with features. A^d rarpruin^y aiTordsUe Take yo«r pi^. lodey! 
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TRAVEL 



The Orient beckons 

Bitten by the travel bug, not to men lion (he low mrfar(% Calcntlans are making a 

beeline for the metros of the East I 


I f Calcutta IS yuur staninK point, can 
(he Par £ast«m ceicktail be far out of 
reach? No longer »• if currem travel 
trendii are anything to go by. Hohday* 
makeni have siKldenly A^overcd just 
how unhniited their hohsons can be. if 
(hey happen to be in Calcutta. For 
air^res that aliiKnt egual those Ua 
mter-metrupohs travel within Irtdia. to¬ 
daytraveller can taste the shopping 
and sightseeing pleasures of llong 
Kong. Bangkok and bmgapore. Not to 
speak uf the 0amour 
of being foreign* 
returned"! 

lake Hong Kong. 

Prom Madras there 
IS no Air lixha (lA) 
tlighl. Prom Boni* 
bay, a relurr ticket 
c<J8ts Ksti.755. Pom 

lAflhi Ks and 

ex Calcutta Ns 
d,2ti6. All ol (hern 
include a stopuver ut 
Bangkok. Itxir from 
Hong Kong. And all 
of tlwm are 'excur* 

SHxi fates " whK'h are 
ideal fur tourist 
However, there are 
strings attached. If 
you avail this fare, 
you have to stay out 
td India for a mini- 
mum uf seven days 
and a maximum of 9(i 
days. For Bangkok, 
the excurstoti ticket 
is valid for 4S davs. 

But then 43 days must surely be 
enough, even for the most voracious 
shopper and the most easy-gomg hofi- 
day-maker. Especially given the differ¬ 
ence in excunaon a^ ordinry fares, 
even from Cakurta. While a return 
excursion ticket from Calcutta to Bang¬ 
kok costs jusi R$ 2.9(i6-which is a little 
more than a return ticket from Delhi— 
an ordinary one-way ticket tor the same 
trip is a whopping Rs 3.0631 Of 
cwrse.on an wdmary ticket you can 
travel for a whole year and. in case of 
break-joumey, on any airline (excursiofl 
tickets ire valid only on Air-India), But if 
you are traviBhg on* a ooe-ycar beket 
chmcea are are on a buainesi t^ 
and not pkiditi^ paflnfas Klee the ordin¬ 


ary tuunst. 

(liven tin- rare advantage (hat Cakui- 
U envoys. Mtiv wiwk'r that (rav’d agin 
oes have up al mrer (hi* iK y and 

are drang business. (i*«vg nn omdui ied 
Units IS yet to hetfuiK* pawit*, and the 
iitxvmttee <4 scale make up for ihi* 
nccasDMal ebustrophobtt that a cIhiisv 
(uufMt mudii suffer from. (N course, one 
d)ies not have to travel through an agent 
to get group fares or go wgh a group uf 
one s envn choosng. Any group of over 


ID persons can avail of grovgi fares 
provided by Air-lndia: Calcutta- 
Bangkok-Calcutta Rs 3.039. WIsch is a 
ktiJe more than excursion rates but 
considerably less than ordinary ticket 
prices. An advantage of the group over 
excursion fares is that (here are no 
resiiictiuns on the mmimum njrriber of 
days that one must stay out of d)e 
country. 

Yet. despite the obvious edge the 
idnervit Calcunan has over a Bon^yke 
in the way of ticket prkes to pistes in 
the east, Amsl Chakriboity. manager ai 
Cakuna of Travel CorponMkm (India) 
Pvt Ltd (TCI), says figim MiB indicate 
the contraiy. *'At leatt at TCI we have 
more people going to the Par East from 
Bombay than Calaitta.*' he says, "ex 


cep( f<»f limes hke the iHirgA I'ujws ” 
This. Chakraboriy feels, is iimI really us 
surprising as it sounds us BfKiiluv cim- 
luMCK to have n crucial edge over 
CaievTta: nxiocy 

When Calculla gt'oenites inoie Iraflk* 
than BiKiibay m Ihe otl scHsons, it is lot 
entirely different reuKonx. s?i>> Cliiikni- 
borty. “Cakutta has tliis unloniawtte 
breed of tiKtrisIs who only go (o the Fur 
East 10 shop. And not jusT foi them¬ 
selves." Tour operators bestdes Chak 

rahoriv confirm tivn 
of the pi’ople wlhi 
trawl lo Kuy, Hong 
Kong in one rivxith. 
a good 40 per cent 
are sUegcdly smug 
glers. "This pin* 
ncMueiKin has forced 
iiHjr urs (ok* 
choosy about ihe 
kind of ihev 

lake on u lour. A^e 
huve had 

of misbehavioiJi," 
said a s|)okesioHn loi 
another well known 
travel ageray, “even 
inebruism on hoard 
a nii^t. Wiih iIh' 
kind of people we 
cater i o." (he 
spokesnun added, 
“we will loM* busi¬ 
ness if (Ik* problem 
persists." 

There are slill 
tounsU III India aixf 
Calcutta, however, for whom bright 
Spots and showrooms stand for )ust tk* 
opposite of a hdiday. And they are 
trAmg a beeline for exotic Bhutan. By 
Calcu^ standards, a flight to J’aro. 
Bhutan's airpon city, is relatively expen¬ 
sive: Ks 1.2SU one way by l)r\ik Air. 
Efut then today, peace and quiel with a 
bh of culture thrown in. I'lxne at a 
heahhy price. And Cakuttans at least 
are not comptainmg. When their slicker 
cousins from Delhi or Bombay ask 
where they are heading for their holi¬ 
days. a good percentage of gloyting 
CakutUiW answer. “Abroad, of course." 
U the Cakuiians cannot have the best of 
both worlds, they can at lexst have of 
one. (he mysterious Far East! 
MvMmps 9mmyieieakym 
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FOREIGN POLICY 


Kampuchean 



Can India play the peace-maker in South-East Asia? 


I ndia ik lo kiob beyond 

(Is KirAl ir was at 
tan. N<»w it if. Kampuchea. For 
the piist one year, the Indian 
K<»vernnK‘ni has been pelimK 
nvire dtvpiy involved in the af^irs of 
(hiHdisUri, stnle tomcnuniry. Keawm' 
to build an am of like minded natNma n 
A«>a and influence the aei uniy environ* 
ntuni tx'yond ila bnrdera. 

For the nKinu'iu. the Indiar exierruJ 
affaira ministry''! aims arc more munedi' 
ate and praiCTLitk . The idea is In help 
brin^t peace to thia country ihii has 
RuccesHively suffered a Maoist revnhi* 
lion, internal strife, invasion and ftuernl* 
la warfaie One of India's friends, Viet* 
nam. is I'urrently in control of the 
country. IvivinK invaded it a few years 
!i»K and has installed its prot^^e. the 
Heuple's Kepubik* of Kampuchea (HKK). 
tn the seat of Kfivemmenl. 

Rut hnnjpnp peace to Kampuchea is a 
tricky business. For Kampuchea, as one 
extemnl affairs ministry ofTiciai puts it 
“is one nf the most complex international 
I problems today". And the most intrart- 
aUe factor is the Chinese stance on (he 
issue, Chena is bitterly opposed to Viet* 
wm musclinp around in the regMi and 
has been aiding the rebel 6Kh(ers of (be 
Coalition Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea (CGDK). Clwa has Ions 
refused to rKoj^ise the FKK Rovem* 
ment installed with Vietnafrwse he^. 
and has been cbmourin^ for ihe immedi* 
ate withdrawal of Vietnamese < troops 
h^i Kampuchea, behevinp that as sum 
as Vietnam pulled out. Kampuchea 
would fall to the CGDK fijthters. 

On another level. Thailand, which 
shares a ksig border with Kampuchea, 
and the United States have so br 
suppcxled the Chinese stance, if for oo 
other reason than that they both consid- 
ar Vietnam t(* b« pro*Soviet and a threat 

to the sla^ty of South-East Asia. Ther 
only problem is the dominance of one 
xroup. the Khmer Nouj^e. in the CGDK. 
Uetause i>f Us human nghts reebrd. 
supportiAU the Khmer Rouk^ is tanta¬ 
mount 1o upholding Hitler—a position 
(hat fev!' nations can adopt with a stnight 




Rnnsme peace to Kampuchea, ctxise* 
quenily, rentes more than juit peuins 
nd of the Vietnacnese. It requires the 
aetiev up of a povemment tfut is both 
acce^aUe lo the world and representa* 
live uf dflereiu Kan^uchean power 
Uruups. The snag is the bitter smagon* 
(sm between Ihe rulv^ PKK and the 
C<>UK—compoeed of the royaksts led 
by former Pmee Norodom Sdianouli. 
the rightist Kampuchean People's 
National Uberaiion Front led by fbimer 
Plane Mmister Son Sana and (he 
Khmer Rouge led by the maniacal Pd 
Pot. Each side, til recently! bebeved 
that they couM resolve Ihe power con* 
ftet in the bttng fields of Kampuchea, by 
arms and noi negdtitiofw. 

A t this point Indonesia stepped in. 

After taOcing to Vietnam, the In¬ 
donesian government hosted a cocktail 
party at J^arta nn 23 July and invited al 
four Kampudwan groups and repre* 
sentatives of the ASEAN (Assoctttion of 
South-East Asian Nations) countries in a 
bid to sort uul ths (angle. Jht meeting 
was signibcanl to the extent that aP the 
four Kampuchea groups met each other 
for the first time. But nothing was 
adiieved beyufd that. When the then 
Indonestan foreign mintster. Ab Alatas. 
read out a statement, spelaig out the 
outlines of a tentative poktkal settle* 
ment. (he representatives of the Khmer 
Rouge and the Kampudtean National 
Liberation Front wafted out 
But jdobal events and perceptions are 
beginrang to overtake the Kampuchean 
players. Foremost snong the changes is 
(he new note of 'realism’ creeping into 
Cbmese foreign policy. Dr S. VelicUun. 
pnlhiral analyst at the Soviet Enfoasay n 
New Dda. exptams that "after the 
Afghanistan acrard. more and more 
people, the Oanese included, began to 
realise that even the most dficuH of 
Bitematkmal p rob fom s could be solved 
(hrou^ negotiaoons". 

‘The Chinese once considered the 
Khmer Rouge, a Maoist group asded and 
armed cnamly by Ihe ChinM. to be their 
best barganaigchip. But they are begin* 
rvig to reakse tlM the vakae of thev 



bergamng chip is fast diminishing. First, 
no other nation is prepared to see the 
Khmer Rouge back in power: and 
second, the PRK has been steadily 
gaining in strength and U ts becoming 
apparent that tlx Khmers will not be 
able to continue their fight without 
substantial aid from China and the use of 
Thai territory 

f)f (ate. the Chinese have been 
(alk^ about the formation of a quadri* 
partite government fo Kvnpuchea. im¬ 
plying that the PRK. too. has a role to 
n'the future of Ihe country. When 
Mikhail Gorbachev visited Beijing in 
September this year, the Chinese, who 
have been maintaining that the princip^ 
tfostacle to the non^sation of Sim- 
Soviet relations is the presence of Viet¬ 
namese troops in Kampuchea, hnted at 
a new Oexibility. Without mentioning any 
spedfics. both countries, for the first 
time, d^lared that juBl as there are 
differences oo Kampuchea, there are 
abo several pvnts agreement 

T he Kampuchean equations changed 
dramaii^y with India getting into 
the acL "Vietnam had indicated that we 
should take some soundings on their 
behalf." says the Indian minister of state 
for externa) afiairt. Natwar Singh. The 
Vietnanese (old the Indian goverrvneot 
that they wanted to puD nut from 


wOMMr 




Son Sonn (•It) *nd Slhonouk (•■ironi* rWiO: «rW »»• ComMdIm 

oceopt (ndi* ft mooiaiton^ 


Kjinipuches but wanted PNK to remain 
as a fna^or p(»wer ^roup in the country. 
This suited lnda» for a Kumputhea 
without the PRK would mean a pro- 
Chinese Kampuchea, especkslly sinct' al 
the rebel CGDK {(roups have been 
armed, sheltered and eooKirased by 
Beijing. 

The leaden of the PRK, President 
Heng Samnn and Prime Minister Hun 
Sen. were more specihc and wanted 
India to organise talks between them 
and the moderate former ruler of the 
country, Prince Sihanouk, who Is Kam* 
puchea's Zahir Shah, a man acceptable 
both internationally and within the 
country. 


Wkh IIn brtHiHaMil mood on 
Kmpwhao diiMh> iftboil. 
ln*liiloivb«ifttaofloilito 
pbypoteoflioInr.'Woire 
oioibfiloninlnllN 
Noi^UpodlllONmoHtllUIII) 
iorlhoroioiulltnolftM 
NMpiicliimi proHm,''Hyi 

NawvSbie> 


Natwar Sin^. accordmgly, sent out 
feelers to Sihanouk and ulUmately met 
him n New York in October last year. 
"Sihanouk, in xm. asked us to convey 
an mvitation to Hun Sen (or a meeting in 
Paris.’* recall Singh. In December 
1^7. Hun Sen and S^ianouk met for the 
first tune in Paris. Both agreed to meet 
agam and keep Inte as an intermediary. 

The iniliat me e tings in Paha did not 
break much ice. wi^ Sihmciuk in no 
mood to pby baB with the PRK lead¬ 
ership. At the second meeting with Hun 







Sen in Pahs in January. Sihanouk mn 
msisted on the dismantling of the PRK 
and the instalation of a totally m w 
government headed by himself. Ihe 
next round of discusMond between iIm' 
turn leaders was postponed indefimtelv. 

W ith the international mood un 
Kampuchea distinctly upbeat. In* 
dll is stepping up ns efforts to play 
peare-maker. “To be^ with, we have 
been remforemg the moves by Indonesia 
and we are creating a forum in the 
Not*A ligned Movement <NAM) for die 
resolution of the Kampuchean probtenv” 
says Natwar Stn^ India has been 
ernphahstng that K would bke to see a 
sovereign, non-aligned Kampuchea that 
would not be a threat to other nations in 
the region. Towards this end. since July 
t98& India Ksi started a dialogue on 
Kampuchea withm (he NAM set-up. 

In the first NAM meeting on Kam¬ 
puchea held in New DeDu. Natwar Singh 
asked the Zimbabwean leader Robert 
Mugabe to eet up a committee on 
Kampuchea and to explore ways to 
catalyse a epuefc political settlement. In 
Delhi, five countnes—India. Indonesia. 
Cuba, Vietnam and Zimbabwe—decided 
to form a tentative group to bok into the 
Kampucheanproblem. Later, at Nicosia, 
a fonnal NAM committee was formed, 
with the addition of Singapore, Malaysia. 
Uoa, Peru. Algeria. Yugoslavia and the 
PLO (Palestine Liberabnn Organisa¬ 
tion!. Mugabe, meanwhile, also wrote to 
al the four Kampuchean groups, inviting 
them for talka. but only the PRK re¬ 
sponded. Subsequently, the permanent 
secretary of the maiistry of foreign 
affairs Zimbabwe. Dr Mishing Gatae. 
was sent la a spedal envoy to contact 
(he rebel Kampuchean groups. His find¬ 
ings have not been disclo^ by the | 
NAM comnvttee. | 

NAM. however, could be a pivotal 
forum in the future, since both the PRK 
and Vietnam have refused to hold nego¬ 
tiations under United Nations’ auspices. 
Por. (be UN recognises the CGDK. but 
not the PRK regime. However, m 
NAM. the Kampuchean seat has been 
kept vacant. NAM. consequenUy. is 
considered more neutral and would be 
the ideal forum ior an international 
settlement. 

Should that happen. India wiH have 
puBed off a major intemational roup It 
wig also have made inOuential fnende in 
South-East Asia. And with Indian f^eign 
policy analysts’ new perceptions on 
natio^ secunty being entwmed with 
regional and continental secunty equa- 
tiona, the making of South-East Asian 
friends would be an entirely 
unrmxed blessing. 



(’ULTUKE 



Russian gutter 



I t wi*N A tutlui<«l hi'jr IkUh!. Ah 2K* 
Vnrvih fi'oni thi* luwn tif 
Ahhkarnk tn ArnivniH sani; thr 
Kishnn* Kuituij iUtm:. !Mhit ilo^H w 
i;th.i III Tawk'sh Hindi. lh<* critwd started 

i'f;t|)|)iiiK ts'htfilu »Uy. A lolleiie stMknl 

huiiniu'd liHidly and ti'ars streamed 
cfciwn the iht^eka of an <4d Udy who had 
t'onH’ w)lh ficr son dod three Krandchd* 
dren {<• the Soviet Mela at the India (iai« 
kiwns ir tlie caiatal. It was perhaps one 
of tin* izreateht tributes the yuunif sutler 
would ever ^ei on foreifin sod. And It 


everyone to we. 

"No ebacd structure, whether it be a 
stathunk <ir audhorium. enutd accomrTko* 
date so many people and we thought that 
the most enpnrtant thevt was to let in 
the coenmA people. Russians and Jndi* 
arts should set tckcethcr. sinfi lofleiher. 
dance together and have meals 
together. Mela was the answer. ’ says 
Igor Shapovabv. chief choreographer of 
the Mela, which marks the Anal phase o( 
the Soviet Festival m this couMiy and 
which win be seen in in fine Indian cities. 


Trivandrum being the bst. 

The Meb. more than any other Fes¬ 
tival programme that the Russians have 
or^nised In the past year, conveyed the 
spirU iM gbsnost pervading the Soviet 
Union right now. The singers and the 
dancers, who enthraled tte crowds with 


The Soviet Mela in Delhi has brought enjoyment and excitement to the people 

and hound two nations even closer together 


Ruaaien danewa, animawd panormanca 

was proof of the Kui^sians* newiy ai* 
quired skill oi grace fully staging a prop* 
agandii coup. 

I'hc I wo-day-long Soviet Mela <8 and 
October)—the first ever—was Kus* 
sia’s answer to the 1 urban u/savsheU at 
Moscow. LecungTHd and Tashkent, It 
was a riot of cxilour. music, rhythm and 
spectacle. Russians from various re* 
gHins in the USSR-Azerbaijan. 
Ukraine. Siberia, and others—in vivid 
shades of red. blue, yelkiw. green and 
gold with stone*studded tiaras and 
enibroideri.'d jackets sang, danced and 
mingled with the crowd. There was a 
RiiKMan circus, Russian food. Russian 
ciaftMucii demonstrating tlieir evquNte 
art. and much more. It kx4ced as d 
cultuie had suddenly tumbled <iut of 
usi't^aiid nir• conditioned auAteiums 
rant lor a select few,into the open for 


rendiliuns uf folk dances and inekidies 
tun renvHc corners of the USSR, were 
not professkMials. They were ordinary 
people and they appealed lo the common 
peepir here. 

Vare/h, who became a darling of the 
crowd by ringing sings from Kaj Kapoor 
hits hke Strti^ is an ofheial in the 
department of culture in his home town. 
Ashkarak in Amema. He does not speak 
Hindi, but IS an ardent fan ig Hindi films. 
Whenever a Hindi movie is icieened in a 
theatre in his town. Varezh goes to the 
hall wMh I tape* recorder and records the 
muaic. He then comes h<»me and learns 
the words ind tunes. He confesses that 
he has to depend on a translator to 
ifiderstand the meaning of the songs. 
He loves Kishore Kumar numbers and 
looked heart'bre^en when he learnt that 
the popular singer had died. 

D uring the two days of the Mela, it 
seemed as if a Russia fever had 
gripped the capital. Everybody wanted 
to witness (he spectacle and there was a 
mad dash for the tickets, which, interes* 
tingly enough, were available at licensed 
bquor sho^ for a week before the 
event. Anyorte vdio vrent to buy a bottle 
of booze was given the Mela tickets as 
'change*. Soon, the word spread and all 
rickets vrere sold out. 

One of the greatest attractions at the 
Mda was Russian food. Delicacies such 
as obj nan. patir—both Russian 
breads—vegetate puhv and kebabs 
were snapped up and demand far ex* 
ceeded supply. The 'base kitchen' was at 
.Vigyan Bhawan—normally the venue 
for dull seminars and workshops. It was 
here that Uie Russian masterdiefs work* 
ed with Hier coumerparts in the Ashoka 
Hoed and prepared the mouth-watering 
fare. 

As the evening drew to s close and the 
Mela came to an Md, the sky exploded 
into colour. While the people gasped at 
the breathtalung fireworks <bsF4ay above 
the Russian performers gathered on the 
stage below and broke into a song whose 
mesuge was brotherhood. The crowd 
chanted along, '^e ire brothers fore* 
ver.** This was the stu0 of what Pupul 
Jtyakar would call “cultural dipfomacy**. 




FOCUS 



The anniversary- 
centenary industry 

lV/i4^/ ivc^wW Jawaharlal Nehru have made of a commiitee that cekbraies his 
centenary hy printing expensive diaries? Ask Romi Chopra 


WevitR'; Ow (untwr nnm-bos^ta iri the 
Asian {imnes vi^gv. St^w Ihittu, re/ur* 
binUitii al a ii«/ tk agfiroxmuHffy Hs 
by Su/ffta AVWib Hs^v iUa\' 
iii>i‘s favtmnh- HUenn i}t‘signi'r 
Cast: Mvmtk-rs itf the Unphnurmaiam 
CVaurniVfrt- Utr ^b«* 4(HU annivtrsmy nt 
IrKiia'A and thv JawaharM 

A/diru it'flfmvry and heads </ hadutg 
^Wyi'niitau? agi'iK'ies. 

A tiM'C'raw ts K'sdkd ItxjT^Y. “OtiUk’- 
nten.'‘ says a feadittg kuhf >4 the CVvn* 
naUen. '‘ytnikrH)'* hnw to sett sisifk hi>w 
sbnuf sekaxg pankitisnit" <4udK^ iTAtw/ 
pr(*>icn<a(atf7A' Uitkiw. 

S 'hih' of the* results have 
already been Heeo-^b'rtV' 
d(»n Torch, a TV i’apaule 
Icdtunrji spoiis vlartt rtin- 
nifiA 111 "spread (he of 
trecdont : Men Hhantt MaJan. dmilher 
thret'*TTunuic 'J'V profii'anvne or imIkmiaI 
sludd^ vh\l) lumiiutne^ like 
Shabaru Aznu, Shurruila *raA<»re. ICinm* 
lahasan: The (ireat Fn't'diaii k»m. a 
reenactment of the UhikIi Mardi, 'IV 
"nuti ceremony" at kajehal shows sod* 
heiii}! collerted fr«n varxius platx's 
assndMled with the fteedoni strunde 
and beinx brought to Delhi, The Ks 22ti 
Jawaharlal Nehin roRunemuraiive diary 
set is dl&o one of the offeruixs of the 
Committee. 

Supposedly, much iTK»re has been 
done—from dialribuiinx smokeless vhuT 
tabs to hai^ss villagers^ to insiixaimx 
public sector undertakings to ack^ vil* 
lages. But what exactly has been accofn* 
plished since the Committee came mlu 
existence by a gazette nc4ificatiun in 
1986. and at what cost to the national 
exchequer, remains shrouded m 
secrecy. 

What is known is that few of the 295 
eminent penons who form the national 
coffunittee for the Kreedom 40 and 
Nehni 100 celebrations have time for 
the adventurous and osotenc projects 
thought up by the braina trust. 1*he 
work, or what pisaes for it. is carried 


nul by five niemhris tA \he ImplcnK iUa* 
tKin Ciannuliei* a»suMcd hv a secrx*(arut 
of Mtiixld hureauiTxis. and a nwiVr of 
so caNed experts and consultaiiis. 
headed by M Varadarafan, Ktuskur 
(riKish's prfdrit>sMtr m tU* depart meni 
i4 culture. 

A»l even they liave oilh*r iX'SixNtsahi* 

bdes tlut Imx'P thi*n» busy. Chmrpervsi 
.Sheila INxrt hin a itwxtI ministry lo kxik 
after. Sam Ihtroda is Uni wrapped up 
with C-lKg and his let hncdnxy mis.Hii)ns. 
KiNiiesli Hh.iiidan. has lonrogiy (hi* hot 
seal Ilf l.( (fovemor tA DeBn. Jitendra 
iVasad. Ml'. lushisowiu*iinstilueni*ylo 
look after • which k’sve*^ only tlr r«*tred 
[ general Nareiidra Smgh. h*niH*r direi lor 
general of NCC and Kraiii Chofira. 
ad- man and fi lend <if the Pmie M iiiibter. 

Chopra is in charm* of the conmuinH h 
tHUi and doJgn aanmidee. ont* of ihi* 2U 
suh'coniniftlees under (hi' purview of 
tlie Unplrmenlatinn ConvixlUr, wJiK'h 
■1 turn IS under (he Cabaxrt secretarial. 
Chupra is not UmcomniunKalive when it 
comex 1 (» discussiciK wlut exactly he^ 
team is up lu. exce^ to say (lut the 
"task ahead is very chalengmK. and one 


should talk only afier one tuis dour 
somethmg.” 

Chopra told Sknuai that thi' job at 
hand nvoK'es making overyiMK' rt*alis<' 
(hat "Jaw^iaibl NehiTi was an oidiniiry 
man, and that if h<* itniMw Iiievo wlwl Ih* 
'dal. NocM we.. V. KordH- owj^rf imrl <if 
Iasi vear. Cht^a was involved m iKiking 
Indians feel prfiud of their cxxinlry. An 
example of hciw (his sense of putnotism 
and naiKHialiHni whs instilled in the 
nwHses IS the TV spot ,'/u sur iwA* /»t*m 
tunWwira^to sur bane hamara. .. " by I he 
U4( Sewa Saixhai I'urishad. 




MMMnoOai^v !«• 






B ut 1 1 H* pri ^ \'t \ Ih'> 1 h vi 11> his 
hvMr( AS th< Scliru Crnicikiry 

Kft uiKh'f is i'k*ariv 

Xht‘ JawalMiU Ni^hru LiHinmuHiraliK 

l>tarv H'X. A ylussy brmhun* pfiK-Uinirs 

Ihdt "(o JiiwnhJirtiiJ Ni'hni aixi his 
f«ulTif»i'(cd pi rsujiiiliiv anw aliw.” 
I hi' 1ripk*nxiiintMMt OminiKkT (or llic 
Nehru lerUeiury hxs dvsii?H*d i ciHiip«H 
mte si'i uf (Jianes one iM^inii! a foniud 
desk desiy. j>reM*iUinK Nehru, the* jErcai 
leader. intemutKimil slatcsiu^n and bull 
der of nKXlem India 1V dury hit'* an 
iniematkmak fjnt' wei'k ai'a-ijUik'r lor 
nui. There is also a svvlvin dealing wiih 
India's ir<»wih arwl dvvvIupnH'nt; her 
place in world affairs-»tuH of sutmical 
abstract!!, economic mdicalors and 
quotes from social scientisis. I'he 
Mi'ond IS a "persuAaJ pocket diary. 
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prescfitinK Nehru the man." I'he prKeol 
Ihi* (kary set Ks 225. 

Ifut ns one of the Canmitlce OKiii' 
hers pul il, since "sunshine super pnni* 
IHK paper" and imported art paper were 
used. h')w cuukf It cost hnaf I’ubk' 
sei'iut undertaktfiits and ipnemmi’iM 
departnK'hts have been "regiivstcd" Ui 
send III I heir orders. Committee mem¬ 
bers belK've that tlir chan' si*l would 
noke "an ideal presentation set", but 
sorr>'. there is nu discount. Accurdbiq to 
the implemenintinn Co(nrnii(ec’s own 
report presented at the third nieetinii of 
the National Committee im 29 April this 
year at the Vi^ynn Khawnn. New l>ellv. 
the iinance required for the com* 
mentcmitive diary project is Ks 5ti Utbs. 

The other thmR tl^l is much discus¬ 
sed durniR the meetings convened by' 
the Impkmeniatuxt Committee is the 
Nehru calendar. At a hish-powvred 
meeting on 9 September, mth Iniple' 
nuntalion LommiUee secretary M. 
^ .iradaraian. the rusKkm conirniiMon* 



M. Varaddfajan, sfcretary, Implementdd&n 
Committee, says the approach wiU be thematic 

Aflirf er9m epm* But kam tk^m 
mrm9r9Hvtmonf$e^$9Hactt9m^ fplM H be tmpkmntidT the 
Oere. wkei h bHitp ateMted hr /nJcMfstfM Cemmthmf r 
tke Nehru Ceutemr^t hemee, h met jMi| Ma Amth- 

Vft^raian; We are planwR to hthe geemtwmf eude^tmae, 
have aomethinit every menrtr 1 >r ami etmteu. Mrl* KMMf 

tfVnuch k tuern lo be UienWic. M# Mwv Ct |» iMp > 
UheHebniMichvn^o^Mcuiir- fer there |iif«ji«feHirMe atit' 
iun. Nehru end the scientific temper. parkeT > 

Nehnj end (he public sector. Nehru PereoaBy. IM ttet (heexistiog 
end women's rights. I think these ere budgets of dte sMt nevemments, or 
emmently c el ebr s leblc themes. eddr^ to the centn) gnudi they 

Weptoitohevr lots of semnera. receive, is qute enough. A kx can'be 

eympoiie. commemoretive func- edaeved with eneting reeources if 
done beikefty creeie an ewvenesi there ii e wdL We to eh up. 
of Nehru end establish hs reievence reflect md review why cerliin things 
today end what the couMry has ere not heppefing. 
achieved ne Nehru, The other . .. 

thng we « pleimit is grseeroots 
level conferences which wdl be 
attended by nix so much iXfldak^ 

as people who reely iMtier-pM. "" ^ 

davei members. Wk artists, wn* i. ^ 

ten. etc. We hcvclo bring them . W e*wp» .t«> *« tooeftmto^, 
uver, nuriie them reflect on aid 

reeaw o»r KhaveneM. in the bK ^rSCLfH^ HH 

41) re*f». Viae divwaial confer- ^5**;'““*"-?*??******‘^ ^ 
ences wit ciMoate in stale level ^ 

ones, and Anally there will be one at We hiwe an aperattoMl bprlipt ef^ 
the Centre. We hope this wifl give us fU 4-5 onm «hirf> 
patky perspectives whidi can be towards poiten, Jepd jflBgIaa£ 
appMnotoaly in theyctffifNehru assisizng dhrisional .ftpdMu.gw 
bin also in the future. Thinly, we ofiier Sanctions. ^ 

have suggested the wioos state ffm aa$ time Ihwat pf,||iiM 
governments do something con- hetu Axvd hr the 
Crete, like setting up scioce «id pratmmmet the iatpteamimhe^ 
techfloiojiy pnrks. and ptanetarrumi. CsmgifWsg h aaOmhMhf^, ^ 
institute prodnedvity awirds. etc. . ^ , . ,. i 


I ers of various states, senior o^idals d 
IxAihc sector undertakings and repre¬ 
sentatives d Hindu sun Aeronautics U- 
nvted (HALl. sought an exemptkm from 
the ban on calei^rs because th^ 
were much cheaper than fancy i&anes as 
a method of reacMng a wide audience. 
Even as the white paper on tbe public 
sector prepared by the Krishnamurthy 
Committee is gathering dust public 
sector undertal^gs <?OCs) are being 
persuaded to beam Involved bi a big 
way H> the Nehru Centenary celebra- 
bons. Member dParhamem from Shah- 
jehanpur. Jitendn [huiad. who is in 








duiriie ol rcjfxnx in Lh«» in Ihe 
pruer^mnies and prujecis of the N«hru 
Centenary defies emphatically that a 
Nehnj cult is being promoted lhr<Kijch 
unnecessary advertsin^ apdashes. "We 
have specUWally t<4d the puhbe sector 
undertakings nut to Inctir any additKioal 
expenditure. Whatever they are plan- 
fung tu do {(ir the Nehru Centenary must 
be within their resources, llie Cabinet 
Committee does not liave any budget of 
Its own. We had a&ked kx* additional 
reioua'es last year, but il beinv a 
drought year, jt wasn't p*’SHible to 
allucate any extra funds...*' l^rasad 
stresses that with some innovative rttti- 
rvntation of puNic reUlKins and a new 
framework for publicity policy, the sug* 
gested prugrammes and pru^s coidd 
be im^demenled. 

Hut withm the lmplenK*ntation Ciim* 
mitti%. there are sharp differences of 
opinion as to how this ’teorientation" f»f 
publicity policy can take plate. l*eopIe 
like V.C, I'andoo, foniwr PK manager, 
HHKL, and currently a consultant to the 
Commit I ec, feels that I’UCs should 
avoid tosily cak^ndars. Instead, they 
should sponsor a senes of lugh*quality. 
lung'tasting posters with themes frum 
cite freedom stmggte which couid be 
sold at subsidised prices or i>flrred free 
to school children. Or they could spon* 
Mg debaieft/scminars lor students and’ 
give them free tH'kets/acctmmodation to 
some place uf natamal impt^arce Mte 
Nehru Samadhi or Sabarmati. Others 
feel the PCCs should purchase the 
specially designed Nehru diartes and 
calendars and gift them to vn^umg digra* 
fanes. 

I n Bangalore, a Joint CuordinatHin 
Committee has been formed covering 
BEL, 'HAL. ITl, HMT and BBML. 
These PUCs have been asked by the 
Implementation Committee to provide 
more medical facilities and weUare prog* 
rammes in the villages they have 
adopted, organise special competitions 
for seboU children, set 19 a Jawaharlal 
Nehru Centre for the Performing Arts in 
the city, take up affocestaticn projects, 
provide "ban khanas'' etc. But typ«c^ 
\y. the Committee members have been 
silent on the question of funds. ’'We are 
not forcing anything on anybody, it is 
Just a request", said a joint secretary 
STUebed to the Committee. 

But as the public relations ufheer of a | 
losing government undertaking pomied 
out, "When the minister summons (he 
chief executive and requests (hat such. 
and such suggestions be in^leniented, 
whdt we have....r 

Many of (he suggeslioM submitied by 
Una Implementation Coennuttee to the 
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national committee are unexcepcxm* 
able—affurestation of (he Hnialayas, 
pruvidtfig safe drmhng vrater to vdlagea. 
eradKaiBig Ateracy, produciion of low 
priced bocks m vanous languages con¬ 
fining Nehrvs speeches and synoptic 
reviews of Inda's expenence through 41) 
years uf ^dependence. Al of which, at 
least on paper, are part of Ihe gtnrem- 
ment's five year pbns. Bui alongside 
these are suggestions for the prodi^jn 
of what HI caled “frevdom material"^, 
posters, stamps, cards, buttons, 
brochures, shirts, skdes. toys. etc. An 
international gnlf trophy has now been 
named after ihe 4()ih anmvmary of 
Iflda’s tuurisin. 

W hat are the pnonties? Even the 
concerted efforts at nstilhng a 
sense of painotism and pride among the 
young generation becomes suspect and 
fuels specubtion that the Nehru certten* 
rul extrav9K9ua is imtling but 
electoral garnbk aoned at getung votes 
for the gra*idson of the great man. 
Suggestions that an eight-part television 
serial be made bghhghtuig India’s de¬ 
velopmental efforts SBXe independence 
with emphasis on Nehru an6 Imfan 
Gandhi, certainly lend credence to such 
suspkaohs. 
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A jumi secretary oiUiched Ui ilu* 
Cienmitlee. wlvi profer^ to luiutn 
anonymous, pointed out that the 0«ii 
mrtiee started out the wrong wuv. Ii wa** 
set up n a dniuglil year. And vnlh ilcatli. 
disease and starvation kvming large on 
the beuun. people had bttlo appctui' lor 
extravagant celebratiuns. To add to ii> 
troubles, the Cummittee becamt' as.soci* 
ated with cunirovertual figures like Anu* 
(abh Hachchan, though eventually he 
resigned. Also Ihe fad that the 4iHh 
year was chosen for relebntH>ns, fwlied 
speculation as to the motives of.thosr 
who set it up. People celubrale 2liih 
anniversaries, 5inh anniversiiries. UXHfi 
anniversanes. Why the 4t)ih:'There was 
no ansNver that seemed giNid eni>ygh, 
and Ihe bundkng of an au si ent y drive by 
a government that also talked of lavish 
celebraiHjna in the same breath, lends 
credence to the unchantabie theories. 



tarn Pgfaea' ether eeeupedena 

A« the Nehr>i Centenary 
Celebratnns get off to a lavish sun, a 
legitimate question is being asked; wbat 
did the Committee 'do, apan from the 
dandi nwchei freedom runs and TV 
spots, by way of celebrating 40 years of 
freedom? To what extent were prom¬ 
ises of providing drinking water to 
villages and eradicating iOiteracy kept? 

are at the process of qu^ifjvg 
these," saysVaqadarajan. h^gmalically 
he adds, that 'if nothing else, the 
omnipreeent Krecdom 4(1 k>giM and I'V 
spots and setnetars would serve as 
^kndy reminders of India's past to the 
younger generation. But vriU these cap¬ 
sules on patriotism really leach any¬ 
thing? And what would Nehru Mmself 
have thouj^ of the iamasba unied out 
m his name? 
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BUSINESS 


COMPANIES 


On the takeover trai 

Even its Dhiruhhai Amhani gets control of Larsen and Touhro, there is 

speculation (hat he is eyeing Siemens India 


D tiiroltlMi Anib<<ni is ^liilhins ihe 
biiardwAlk sean*hin]{ 
f<ir wAys 10 Icrd his iiiMtiable 
MjijH liir ivt ['\w day hs Kon 

Muki'sh I'niMi'd iht» Larvn Toubru 
tXKirdnxjni lor the (ir»l line, rumouri 
were aflont tlwi Dhirubha^ was buying 
into Siemens India SmulianetHJSly. Kr* 
liHiitv struck w agreement with a sntU 
c<«)p('ralive company. Lijjat I'appad. 
agreeing to pr<ivide lechnK'al svrvKv^ lu 
help them nuke d^'tergents. 

Wheiher Helvincc was making a 
takeover liiJ lor Sicm<»ns gukkly be* 
laitie the holiest subfi%.i of speculatHHi 
on Iht* Hoinbiiy Stmk Hxchange. Ke* 
liaiHT is wid to have purrhas<'d 2f>.UX) 
SienK'ns ahares. However, for the pre* 
sent, hoih si(k*s deny lhal ihi*re is any 
taktsis'er mow. A dav after il>e first 
rv|}f>rls apiwarx'd in the ni'«>p^TS. 
Aiiibani issued a demal saying that 
“Keiiance has no inii'iuion of li'quinng 
any slake in Siemens. Reliance has had a 
strong Uismess T«‘btKinsh(p m the past 
with 'MCDiens. and Ixiih companies wdl 


endeavfur to cnnttfHie the cordial bus»* 
ness relatMimhip m the future. Siemens 
alfto tned to srgxsich take<fver rumours 
and said that then* was n» way any 
Indian busmesaman could gel into 
board (4 the aanpany, 

takeover of Larsen and 1'oubn> 
<l^1') was undoubtedly a corporate 
coup unpara%led in recent ivnes. 'fhe 
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compwy has a lumover of Rs 600 
crores with diverse mteresls in con* 
struttkin and engineering. It has a 
reputatKm as the foremost constructKin 
company hi the country, and has fit the 
bil for Reliance perfec lly. tven more 
importantly, it was easy to get l^T 
chairman N. M. I^esai, one of the largest 
shareNdders with under fivf per cent of 
the company’s equhy, to agree. 

Says I Ida van K^, chairman ofCre* 
ditcapitdl Finance Corporation, "Kc* 
liante wdl have prujeds worth K$ 2, SOU 
crores to Ra !1,(X)U crort»s m tlie next 
few years and L&T is the besi chil 
engmeereig firm in ilw country. L&T 
wax bound la go one day given the 
distribution pattern of its shares. Ji had 
to be i^udied.” 

01d*Ume corp«>raie watchers compare 
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I the L4tT takeover lu C. D. hirla’s 
acquisition of the Wsdia-owned Century 
Spinning and Wcdving Milh. Birla puded 
the strinjpi from behind ihnmgh a far- 
nami nan^ Pibni and before the Wadias 
knew it. the mill was out (if their handa. 

llw behind'the-scenes move^ that led 
to the L&T takeover was a corporate 
cliff-hanjeer that has been lakinp pUce 
for aeverai months. In one comer was 
iJubai'based businessman Manu CHub- 
na, and on the other was Desai. But 
towenng above them both was Ambani 
who was keen to have contruf of 1.^*1' 
which has always hantSed kckance's 
major construction projects. 

Did Desai faivinir the Ambanis over 
the ChhabriaK^ Soon aflvr the (akenN<er 
there was sironp speculation that Desai 
was indebted to the Ambains as they had 
got him off the hook during his battle 
with the Company Law Board Hui there 
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was no proof to back allegation. 
Desai claims that he went stnctly 
according to track record of the conten¬ 
ders for U6T, While sparring (jueslions 
during the L&'l' extraordinarv board 
meeting. Pesai said that Dhinibhai 
Ambani had asked whether hr wiiukJ 
mmd if Reliance buuglu shitrrs. fiesai 
said he had indicated that he woidd have 
no objections. He also added that 
"Ambani has never let down his share¬ 
holders and} have no hesiutim to inxite 
the Ambenis." Desai was also said to be 
personally of Uv optiioo that between 
t|K Chhabrias arid the Amhanis. the 
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latter had a blotter track rccfvd 
The actual buying of I^T i^hares 
started when the c<Mnpaiiy's iihaie 
pTHUs were around Ks MS'Ml. With tlH> 
stock maHcet m the dui»(>H. rumours 
started the moment the scrip iH gan u> 
ckmb to U* Chhabru made a 

siaiemeru to the effect that he was 
buying shares as an invcstiiH'iit and 
denied that he had inteniioiis to take 
over the company However, the tussle 
for shares continued till ttie pricc> 
reached Rs UK. Towards the end i»f 
September. l.^'L held a hoard meeting 
where the issue o| ('onveriiblc deber- 
lures was arnoumed. Hhe !«hfirc' went 
down the next day to Ks liHi <o>d then 
began to move up again. Analysing the 
share muvement. Kbrahim KangoonwH' 
la. general manager, invest me ni rv 
search. Aridhi Investments. siiid/'Aflcr 
the board meeting the market rumours 
were sure that with the help of tl>t 
franc ial raiitulions and the grivem- 
meni. Ambani wcxjkl gt'i [JStT. jliere 
was a kg of i^ulalion in l.fttT. and 
Reliance brokers are said to have sold 
I.S lakh shares on the second day after 
the board meeting, ’[hay sold at Ks ] Itt 
li it came down to K$ KK) once ag<iin 
and then started buying till the prk'v 
went up to Ks 114. It is esiimaleri that 
they b^ght around three lakh sliarc!^ 
doling hes period...Amh»ii is thought to 
hsv<> around Vd per cent holding in t.f^T 
though there are many wh<j say ih;ii his 
hoMbigs are far lower. ” 

At the miirnem. L4tT has four varan* 
cies on the* buard and tw<i nxirc are 
bkely tn come about next year wlvm two 
vice-presidents. D, L. Pridhan and C. 
K. Kamakrishnan. are due (u retire. But 
already there is nodouhl about who calls 
the shots at L&T. 
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Does your dudhwalla 
supply milk at Jl 
10 in the night? ^ 


My dudhwalla does. 





■'W 


Your son wants to study 
late Qt night and needs 
coffee. Grandma wonts 
milk insteod of dinner. 

Where do you buy milk at ,' 
that hour? Keep Amul Milk / 
Powder at home, so the 
milk is never late, never 
runs out. never turns sour 

With Amul Milk Powder 
you have pure. rich, 
creamy milk mixed and 
ready In minutes. Good to 
drink, for tea ond coffee, 
dohi. lassi. kheer. custard, 
cakes, rasgollas... 
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MILK POWDER 


It’s like having a dairy in your home 


M«rK«t«d by Ogjiflt Co«oMrt 
Milk Marketing Ltd., 
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TRAVEL 


The coming budget 
hotel boom 

AII the major chains are planning new three and fonr-sittr 

hotels 

I ndia8 leadinji hotei grot^^radi- 1 travel si iKc same tune, the mimbe 
tionallv caterina to the business I «raMJUr 


Itionally caterinff to the business 
trnveBer and the wdl-beeM foreign 
tourist—are now beginrung to reach out 
to (he country's nuddle class. If current 
trends are any indication, this in- 
creasinRly moneyed. quatity-consckKis. 
and pleasure-se^^ sroup of almost 
loo million people is looked upon 
as the harbmger of the industry's sec^ 
wind. 

Begwning in 1907. all the maior 
( halns—the Taj group, the Obemn. 
rrC's Welcomg^p. (he Clarks group 
from Uttar Kr^sh. and Asian Hotels 
which owns the plush Hyatt Kegency 
Hotel m New Delb—have appn«ched 
the guvemment tor permission to ex¬ 
pand into medium-t^gei three and 
four-star hotels. 

'llte Ubem chain has already made a 
start in the medium-budget busines.^ by 
unveiling the 1'rident group, whrh a( 
present operates a hotel in Madras. 'IV 
'J'aj group is planning to launch a similar 
chain under the liateway HiUels banner, 
and IS actively saiuting lor possible htrtel 
sites in places as far apart m Lucknow 
and Visakhapatnam. Asian Hotels is 
discussing the posaiMity of setting up 
three and four-star hotels in emerging 
commercial centres like Baroda. 
According to Sushil Gupu. jumt manag¬ 
ing director. Asian Hotels is pUnning a 
four-star hotel in Lucknow, He feels that 
all state capitals need medium-budget 
hotels. Says GiqAa. “’I'here was no 
reason to go in for smaller hotels earlier. 
Domestic tuur»m is a recent phe¬ 
nomenon and the scope is iremendws. 
It helps that (he economy has been 
growing at a steady pace too. It's aU 
related." Concurs Chandni Luthn. a 
vk;e-pre«id«n( with India Tourwn De¬ 
velopment Corporation itHXJ): ''Now it 
makes sense to go an fon4 categories of 
hdtfti." 

Kuelted by mcreasing nerme. gener¬ 
ous leave-travel schenWs and gn urge to 
traa^ n^ere and more Intent an 
padung CM bggk ^ tnvel around the 
ciHiQtry. Although net all lOU mtUion 


travel a 1 (he same tune, the number of 
domestic midte-ctass travelers is 
pbred conservatively at around III ml- 
b(A every year. This is ten timrs the 
number kjceign lounst arrivals dumg 
the same period. Kor India's recently 
awakened and sti stumbkng tourism 
mdusiry. dumesiK travelers enn no 
more be scorned or neglected. ‘ITieir 


rupee is as wHcume as tlh* iHiki^M>teiit 
diiiUr. 

budget hrxels. with rates way Ix'bw 
fist-sur levels of Ks WXI or iihmc per 
person for a night of siaV'H>ficn 
than half the amount ^eruinly hilp 
attract more of the Indian travcfinig 
pubbe. 'These humbler esiablishnH’ni> 
cater to pe^Ae who travel with tlun 
fanidies for a holiday, are amtent with a 
clean, possibly atr-condhioned rotNii ^nd 
u reasonably priced and hygiene plaiv u> 
eat. gladly iHssing up tlie health c^obs. 
Krench cuisine rvsiauranla and pnvHit* 
bars that are behind the aky-high raien 
at deluxe hotete. Ihese are (he people 
who pay their own way. as oppvsc*d lo 
(he business travel norm of lettuig one's 
company pick up the lab. Typically they 
have around K$ S.tXKi to spare fen h 
famdy holiday, usually a( two or mtrv 
deKinaliont. 

Hotels have been mushrooming all 
over the count ry to cater to this growing 
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multitude. Mostly owned or operated by 
smafl-bme enirepreneurs. these hotels 
and tbnr high occupancy rates have 
shown them up as a cdeciive goldmine. 
It »eems that large hotel chains have had 
to take the cue from lesser rivals. 

To judge the growth and of 
budget hotels. M is worth taking a look at 
frequeffliy advertised and visited Goa. 
which by every reasoning should already 
have enough holds. Not qiaie. 1'wti 
years ago. Goa only had six hoteh 
meeting the needs of the middle class. 
Today, (here are 17. iK claiming fiih 
occupancy rates throughout the yar. 
Bv the end of next year. Goa will have 
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linue to be mvestiiwnts and a major 
McHirce of rev(*nue. AcctirdmK to indus- 

1 iy analysts. deluxL> hiAv\s aitd buOaei 
hotiHs lonn iwo complciely diflt renl 
Aciffiients of the market, with no 
of nimpetilioii Irom one sekt* 
ntent edmuK out the other. *1^ eovem- 
nteni ha» mcimmeixled buiMifljt 5{l*tXXJ 
;«ddiiiona1 hotel room» to accommodate 
mcreaKoiK iiuDibrra of tourists, so there 
K pUv for cveryttne. 

Moreover, five* star hotels sull brins 
ai iwtre than filJ per cent of the revenue, 
occupafH V rates are ViokiriK up—uith 
them brov touted as coitvention cen* 
Ireii- and c(*rporale hijth-flyers. whj» 
actount for rttcHti of the eantinss. would 
ncK Slav anvwlwre vise. Although there 
IS a ifkit m major cities like New Delhi 
fUtd Madrjs, ocher metrupc^lart centres 
mxh as Hoit>bay and Calcutta still have 
the five*star business clantourinii to jiei 
a piece of the action. Industry execu* 
lives speak (ji a boom vsjtecially after 
when the ffovemmeni s elforts to 
woo more foreijcn tounsts and confer* 
cnees should finally bejon to pay off. 

'Ihen there is Uie cost of land. Kor 
example. “U land costs Ks 5 crores. and 
the Rovemmcnl doesn't care whether 
you're buiMme a five^siar hotel or a 
three*star one, why wx make it a five?" 
ventures Dupta of Asian Hotels. 
'’IVre's definitely higher returns from a 
five-star hotel, Lsi^ must be made 
available for budget hcxels at a cheaper 
price." he says. 

Hotehers also mention that generous 
irrterest rebates on term lc>ans lor 
budget hotels would help smoother! ihe 
nde for large chains keen on diversifies* 
lion. Better debt-eqidly ratxis would 
also help Ihe effort, they say. However, 
this gnevance hasn't prevented b<ith the 
big fish and smaO fry from going in for 
budget hotels, llte prospect of the 
sheer volume of domestic travellers 
appears to have countered any qualms 
entrepreneurs may have had about going 
headlong into the business. 

The government's concessions over 
the past one year to (he hotel industry— 
rwging from concessional rates of in¬ 
terest linked with foreign exchange 
eamingft to easier guidelines for foreign 
o^lab^tiuns—have also given a p'r^h 
to India's hotel industry. 

The current mood of India's hotel 
ndusirv is upbeat. And while some in 
the industry cnav sliO questkm the con- 
iribuUofi of the burgetxiiig middle ila»» 
as new messiahs of prosperity for 
hotels, they are swamped by people who 
have their eyes focussed where it nut* 
ters: the bmton taw. and it is steadily 
moving up. 
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NATTCWAUSED BANKS 


Trying to catch up 


A fter btins shown up as sloppy by the private scifor, the 
state-owned banks have sudaenty inirfxtuced a whole ran^e 

of sophisticated services 


F t>r years ]nd» s pubbc wiiitr banks 
have been iUiw im svrvKV nnd sknv 
(<i 121 a b oppurtuniiieft. Kut whik' snarling 
rows all over the countn* may still be the 
orxier uf the day. the naiionabsed bartks 
are moving mi" hi) 2 h xvar to ftrab the 
opportunities which are suddenly 
appearinii before them. Savs M.N. 
(impuna. chainnan. Central Hank tji 
India. "A competitive spirit le m the air 
uiiionitsi the naturalised banks and vast 
avenues arc opening up.“ 

!:suddenly the banks an* racing to 
outdo each other to provide a supennar* 
ket of sophistKated rmaiKial servKes A 
handful of banks are hammenns at the 
doors of the Keserve Buk of 
India (RBI) for pemtistinn to 
Stan merchant banking sub* 
sidiahea. Others are tooksig 
for vrays to use iheir frianoal 
muscle to expand into areas 
tike hire purchase, housing. toffOVi 

finance and credit cards. AM JjT^ 
several banka are tumbhng Biw|ww 
over each other V) Che nee to mvlMl 

introduce modcons Hie auto* —■ ;— 

matic teller machines 
(ATMb) which were intro* MBfill 
duced' last year. 

At the cutting edge of the 
banks newly found com- 
bativeness are companies 
like SBI Capital Markets 
(SBI CAPS) and Canfina. 

The two companies 
are wholly-owned subsidiAnes of the 
State Bank of India (SBI) and Canara 
Bank respectively. During the last two 
years since they came into existence, 
the two companies have mended into (he 
growing world of Indian merchant banks 
with tlw speed and elan that can match 
any servKe the foreign banks have to 
offer. Says S.M. Parande. executive 
director. SBI CAPS: '^Competition is 
very strong. Increasingly, earmngs from 
banks wifl come not from len^g but 
from fee-based services.” 

Hut success has bred imitators. A 
handful of nther banks are now Mning 19 
to set up merchant banking subsidiaries 
trf their own. 'J'be Bank of Baroda has 
launched its Br>B fiscal services in June 
and Ihiniab Nalkmsl Bank » getting 


ready (o start gs oi«‘rvhiuit Uinkeig 
ouifii. The Central Bank iif India lui'^ 
gone into parinershv with the ('nil 
TruHl of Indu and the liousaie Dnvkif)- 
ment Kinance Corporation (lIDK'i to 
Stan a Kubskhary caled Infmsiruiiun' 
Ceasing and Services \a4 m A|ird thi^ 
year A bunch of other banks are aWi at 
the siarting Hocks and rearmg to go. 
Hank of In^ has been pteadmg ihr 
fmanre ministry ti» be aBowed to gel iiUi' 
the merchant fame and Vgaya Bank is 
also gearing up for an entry inir> mer¬ 
chant hanking. Even some of the sinatter 
banks like the New Bank of India are 
getting ready tc* pul together proposals 


careful aitentKMi t<i the cusiiwiu s ol the 
/erne. Sbl LAI*5> went "Ul <if ii« wv»v t(j 
fare lairnt by recruiting foui iiMiviKr 
inem trainees from the Irwlmn ln-«lllule^ 
of MandgttnenI at Ahniedatxul C .>! 
culla- -and It paid conxidenihiv highi'i 
planes U) its new recruits lluin wh.ii 
normally offered. 

Hut It IS mg merely (he ct^shictus 
whrh have changed. Ttw ik'iiuutd for 
Miphisiwated ftnancial services hits 
grown tremendously and both SHI 
CAl’S and Canfina have grahlied eviT) 
opp(»nunity that has come tlH*ii w.iy. 
SHJ CAIN Uyi insMnt'e, was ilw first to 
go ui for ftillv bought out issues, where 
the companv bought tlie entire si<vk of a 
premising new company. It hns bn>ken 
ihn>ugh in oilwr areas such m offering 
puldk secior btmds in the secemdary 
inarkel. 'I'herc are now plans l<ir tl ii> 
have a c(Hnim*rcial |u|mt issue in this 
iountry Canfma has made its own 
innovative moves and is now ijiaiining to 
get into r:>ct(;rinK an<»tlHT area wheie 
Indian hanks have ni'ver irodden hi»fore, 
Says N.U. l^hhu. chairmah. Canara 
Hank: "Ttw scope for growth in liankiiig 
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for siarting merdiant banking sub- 
sidiarKs. 

The reasons for the sudden rush inlo 
merchant banking are not hard to ex* 
plain- On the one hand, the need for 
merchant baiUting services has ex¬ 
pended with the growmg sophistication, 
of the stock mariiet md (he Jndan 
industrial scene. And cat the other is the 
bet thai Sbl CAPS and CAfina are 
perhaps the most visibte success stories 
in the pubbc sector bankir« wo^. 

SBI CAPS offices both in Deflu and 
Calcutta are as swanky as any foreign 
bank and all its employees are in the 
executive cadre. This year SHI CAPS.in 
portictBar. has gone tu great lengths to 
leave behmd the negative traditMins of 
public sector banking. It has even paid 


is tremendous. Whether it ii boom lime 
for Bidustry or depression, h<mking pl.ivs 
a vital rule." 

In other areas, the two subsid).iries 
are moving ii parallel direi lions. Umh 
SBI CAPS and Canlina are getting into 
(he increasingly popular mutual funds 
busness in a big way. SBI's mutual fund 
had92.UOO investors. 1 'he newly fonned 
Canstock and Canshare have ajso per¬ 
formed credhably giving out fwfry in* 
terim dividends, luys Prabhu: ‘The 
spurt uf enterprising customer service 
can be (raced directly 10 the emergence 
of the equity ctit. Customers are now 
willing to t^e nsks in investments and 
they are no longer satisIWd with sav¬ 
ings." 

Bigh SBI CAPS and Canfinn havi* big 
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pteis ihi- (UW€. SKI CAI*S. fiir 
tnslanre. u pUnnmi «i<cund mutual 
fund.Bc'SidfS this, il als«> has 21 whuk* M 
irf rK’w fui>ds up ils .sleeve, hi the next 
inrx)(l» A IS likely (c» launch at least 
three or four new schemes mvotvmg any 
where bi*t ween Ks fkJ crorev and Ks ItlU 
crr>rt'S !•» attract nvestews. Afnonxsl 
these an* a scheme for NNI bunds, and 
another for pensioners. 

Kvsides ihn. CanTina and SKI C'AKS 
are leanmis heavdy on the finance iiwnis- 
iry Cur pemNssHin lo bt'crnie members 
nf ihe stock exi'hanatt* lias, bttwever. 
has heen bkxked far Uv the stuck* 
brokinji* hibby wiuch fears that the move 
wil cut mto their own business. 

Inevitably, the iwhiK' <e<ior bank 
subsadianes have al^i Kinc* heavily mto 
the leasing business. 1 'wo veni^^ apo the* 
bw was ciianfted to (M*riiKt banks to rcI 
into the leasing business, ianfma. fur 
instaiK'e. has sam’lHmed leases lotaHtnA 
Ks 41 crores. 


AlmoitUtwl ii» »iailB|W o 
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All the* businntscs havi* undouhicdly 
reaped nch profits t<e the two hanks. 
Catena, slaricd tmly in July 1W7. has 
amK»unced profits of Ks 3.2tt cmres 
after taxes onlv alter ltl months. SHf 
C'AIS earned a pnifii of Ks ^ emres in 
Its first ytrv and expects to diHJhk* it this 
vi*ar 

B ut nH'fxhant banking not the imly 
h»idi itrowth field of ihe bankmg 
wotU. C timpetiiRA has spread to a host 
(il other fields as well. Almost aff the 
banks are Kettmft into Uie pitched battle 
ftv a share of the srowins credit card 
bustfiess. AimiKsl the front-ruaners in 
this >sinie are the Kank of Kanida with 
Ils Kobcard. and the Central Katdi of 
India which fiia into the credit card 
business. Central HaiA nuw has 3d,0U0 
car0*h(4ders. Ihe Kaidi of Haroda has 
and plans to TTttSc this over the 
next one year to 

TUv evly siarlers are, however, 
discovenAA^as m the uxTchani bankinjt 
buMni‘Hs- thii al of y sudden everynne 
wants a share ci the aiiion, Kravlically 
every naivmabsed hank has intrudmed a 
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card nf one kioi or anoth<*r. Six monihs 
aKu Vltava Kank tied up with Andhra 
i^ank to launch ils uwn <'ard. Now Vijayy 
liank IS Keitin^ oven more ambitious, it 
IS pbnnini! to link up with the US 
iximpanv. Masten ard. arxl into the 
buKness on its own. And ilie Vi)ayu 
Kank iTedil card will b(* unique in 
another way: it will he tlw only card 
whK'h can be used to operate the ATMs 
which V^aya Kank 1 $ aislyllinK. 

SuniUr tleals and ItC'Ups are beiny 
struck thruuifhoui the hankinit industry, 
as each hank k>ok» for the quu'kest way 
to (let into the credit card business. 
Kank of Karodn expects to ti«*up with 
Visa by November. I'he Umli'd Bank of 
India, Vysya Kank und the Kank of liulta 
are planning U» nrie picpyback into the 
business by tyinx up with Central Hunk. 

In the nudst of this trtmry 10 pel into 
the credfl card business, the Indian 
Hanks Assocuitmn is a)a<» irvmp In 
pc^rsuade the banks to teari up and ktrin 
a fouitly owned complin y which will 
operate a sinsle card for all Ihe hanks on 
Ihe fanes of the Mastercard system in 
tlw US. The move h. Iwiwever, bemii 
opposed by the leaders of the business 
bke Hank of Baroda wbHh is unwiibnx to 
cede the headslavi it already has m the 
business. 

I hfspite all iIk huBabtllrin. however, it 
still remains to Ix' seen what prints can 
be picked up from the credit card 
business. Andhra Hank is said to have 
biDin& of around K$ 4ti crores. Hut most 
banks insist they are not in it for the 
nxiney aioeic. Says ooipuna: “Jl is nxire 
an andlary servke tn the cu^iomers. 
We would like the card culture to itrow " 

Credit cards may be dismissed as a 
rriU that does not qu very far to help the 
customer. Hut there are other sixna that 
the banks are ttyinff to make life easier. 
l.a$t year the international banks broke 
new ground by introdiicinK ATMs in this 














ctKintry fur i\k first tinte. Thoush ihr 
Al'Ms luvv not bcCi^iK* wildly pcifxildr 
yet. (he notionahKed iMnks srt* hisinK ni 
time to Itivir own Bank iif 

Indij has siokii a riunli on lU nv.ils hv 
heini; the (\T<i to iiMall an ATM tn 
i'ollnboration with LitiUmk nt its Malw- 
Iflxiin bfrtix h in Houibiiv, Under iht* deal 
vhich tins eychrows m tht* bank* 
inu wiald. Citibank will nt.Mntain Ihr 
ATM. fl^ink of Indu is planniiiK to have 
at leaAi one mor< ATM in Konibav m the 
near future arKf may even install ibetii in 
other nieiropoliian centres. 

)lut while the Hank of India has beaten 
the others to the draw in this partK’ular 
gante. the others are not far behind. 
Indian Hank has installed an Al'M at 
Madras despite protests irwn em* 
pk»yecs who demonstrated ^igainst the 
new niaohffie during ^be inaujruratkm 
ceremony. N'ijaya Hank has ^eapl quickly 
into the ATM bandwapun and msutl* 
led one at its Indira Na^iar branch m 
Kanitalore, and it is puinp ahead wrth 
(iJanH to install more. 

And though many bankers, nchidaiK 
bHf chairman D.N. Ohosh, are sceptiral 
about the eHicacy of the ATM. a seems 
certain that more and more banks are 
gelling ready to jump into tiie fray. Says 
KX.Suneja. chairman, New Itank of 
India: “It is part of the drive to improve 
customer service,’' 

But while fierce struggles are taking 
place over credit cards and even as the 
rush to introduce credit cards and ATMs 
picks up, other new avenues with vast 
potentials for growdx are rapidly openwg 
up. I'he banks are the onlv organisations 
with the clout to move into the finance 
business where thete is an urgent need 
for their presence. Canah Bank wH 
lOon be setting up a subsidiary caled 
Canfin Housing Ltd, which, as us nanw 
suggests, will offer housing kans in a big 
way. And while Canara Hank wil oper¬ 


ate maudy in its soutliem stronghulds. 
the State Bank (4 India wifl xun start a 
housing finance subskbary which wiB 
concentnle un the easlem srclor. Vi* 
jaya Hank has also sensed the enuniious 
potential for growth in thiv area and has 
also appked for permission to start a 
housing finance subsidtary. SB! is even 
considering angher venture which will 
operate samUrly to mortage hanks m llie 
West when* a peiMin deposits his 
monev n the bank for a fined period of 
Ume and then c'ote^U an equivalent 
amount as loan from the bank. 

Even more ambitKHislv the SHI has 
quietly taken tts iWsi lentatis'e steps mtu 
. the lure purchase business, finly cNie 
' month ago h first advertised its big buy 
' scheme which wiO enable rusloniers in 
buy abtMisi any consumer dur^ from 
cars to stereo systems with murrihly 
payback. The a*sponse to SKl's first 
advertisemefg was so heavy that the 
bank decided lu slup adc*ertising. (hber 
banks are aho fommlaing (heir own hire 
purchase schemes and mure unportantiy 
the KBl now seems ready lu give them 
the go-ahead. 

'Hie banks are also making a small 
beginning to inpnne customer servKT. 
TV SKI IS <]pefling a special brant h n 
Bombay whi^ wi0 cMcr specaafly fi^ 
non'fesidents. 'fbe branch will be fully 
ciimputcnsed and wifi havY a higlmi* tu 
lureign offices which wifi enabte them lu 
ipve quick advve about payments. Bank 
uf Baroda is abu gumg ahead with a pikg 
pruject to completety cumpulervte Us 
Chunhfpie branch m Bumbay. And the 
SB] has recently set up Us telecom* 
mumcatjons network cdbd Ihe SBI Net 
vrhtch allows voice and data Iransnas* 
sKms. Bienbay and Delhi have already 
been connected and the system should 
heh) to speed up cheque clearances. 

One reason why the banks have betm 
forced to sH ig> and move mure smartly 
IS that the KBl has been scrutinising 
ther activities very rlusely. KBl gov¬ 
ernor R.N. Malhotra has 0 ven stnet 
orders to the banks to improve their 
tntemal housekeeping. He has put a 
brake on branch expansions wl^ were 
(he main cnicria of growth m the 7l>s. 
Aj)d he m^ies a detaied quarterly 
review with each bank to see if they 
have met (heir targets. 

Debate al this there b aiHercuk«i 
task aVad. A hoarding in Bombay ^ up 
by (he Indian Banks Association ^om* 
ises that al chequebooks wiB be issued 
wHhsi 30 minuies. But when the cus¬ 
tomer starts getting good s^vice uver 
(V counter, that be a banking 
revolution al by Ksetf. 
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COUPLES! 

UNHAPPY? 
LACK OF URGE& 
STAMINA? 
DIFFERENCE 
BREWING UP? 


TRY 


CUTE«^ 

AN Atueveoie at acAUCM moeuer 

R MflWAt aewnMl'KiUWMl ana 


HAiriufeu»t 

• UNOe • VITAUTY • 6TAMWA 
No fildo-elfocis 

a wuftT son cvmv Huameo eouou 
Ooslai or Oeor Svrvie* ovaHaPio. 
fv boo m«Uioar odvlco wriW M our 
Othkcw Omnmont 

8 1 pneu THt NOuse of : 

HWitO (INDIA) NVT. LTD. 

I l/I.K»i«ai W«*l CMuM '0QB1T 

ATtHablR at at ivwmn. 










(hicerufDMT—(hr nw 
Uir trtka^ H*y 
^ hts iiM ti pm. 

The inrth is rlw both 
AmbMH and Wada are vv- 
Lims of ihe hiffh inporl duty 
lapanxylfAe, (he nw mate 
ni tor mahrs KI'A end 
W4T. 


A nh nvals 1 Hanibhai 
MApibm w6 Nusb Wacha 
Aft! h# «ince lA ihr sane adr 
(•rihelenceAthetfbetUe 
ajuMsi KTA and DMT US' 
er» Kchancu and Humbly 

Dyefigliive both }*M IV 

KJAwdDMTpncesbyRi 
8350 and fU 9700 per tonne 
resprruvely in (he M (wo 
nuKhs. _ 


lt»0*W MMf: « ll•4« 

maki'T, is at preanl jtet(injt 
ready ig (k iv with Calcuiu* 
besed ^ustnihst Katfrn 
M<idy wti<4 cunruls (Iv Rasoi 
croup. FcrMndy. whose 
mim pmducr !• coohncoil. 
(he l«up with (Vr^y’ft will 
beabfiloapin(M(he 2 lai 
century and H will gtyc ]ndun 
Urtrmttm a fniky sbre of 
Ainencan Itfe. 


T he b« boys of Indw 
ndustry are siantiR a 
headkew nish (0 (tet into (he 
food prucessmc hdustry. 
Amontpi (hose at (he start' 
ing Ine are Escorts which 
has e« a biR order 10 expun 
panMpfde skes and Apnilo 


T hr cul’lhoiat rmped 
(ion m (he moulded luc* 
Cipe indusiry ha» taken its 
(oil un nnc* important com • 
bitani Mtp iiramaluf Blow 
Hast, makers of VIP luR' 
ime, has i'antriiDinK 
Bftvrest ov^r hnslnmiiest 
(tvnpeWfir, Universal Uw* 


For Wadia. rt w a case of 
wKh the hare and 
HBnimR wMh (he liHind Ah a 
k-Aiimp nwniher of thr Indian 
L'Mhsi Mds Federation, he 
(bh been (he I’KY 
and HSf manutaclurefs. 
mainly Kekmre, for nut pas¬ 
sing onihe bud|telar> rebels. 
Dui nnw. as (he larM pro* 


Tyres which has id»o had bbt 

enquiries frnm abroad. The 
Smghaftus and M<Aan 
Meaksis are abcr tnakuiR biR 
ptam to Ret Ato the nhiMry. 


page which makes (he Ans* 
(ocrat ranee. 

IVamatand hiA associates 
have biURht up 45 per cent 
ii (JnversaTs sliareholdinR 
from its uvnwrs. the En* 
p we rs. With Aristocrat m 
hi$ corpurate baggajie. 
Hramalismwihe undis¬ 
puted kAR of the moulded 
hjRRaRC mdustry. njniroUBiR 
60 per cent of the market 


■ (Kepsi cumn^canOihe 
be far behind ? And now 
that Coke is ulune to Uidrei 
e ■ ordy a maner of (imr 
before bxfan i cc nag e fs siart 
chewinR Wrudey’s spesmim 
chewey Rvan made A (his 
country. Wrifoey v the 

worid^s biRRest chrwkiR Rum 
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Si). It s oU with the <M 
(Aiiinta Smith) and un 
with the new (Madhun 
Dixit), ds (<ir «is Tdk urn 
powder poddkr Vimd 
Khanna isioncemed 
Suptr brat Ainntdb 
unirums proved too ma. h 
even fbi hb pruverlMd) 
patience and he is currently 
recovering his tvniper in (he 
company (rftlie cool cool Ms 
Dixit 

DiKkrsUndihly enocJKh 
Vinnd wants to spend alt hib 
lime with his cuirenl 
obsessum and sr> has bejtun 

recon imendmiehei toallhts 
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producer> IVrhaps (hat 
explains why Dimple ha5 
been eased out of 
Mihaungezm. to make way 
for the desirable Uixjt 


H ow the mighty have 
fallen' Anupam Kher 
(ou)d not believe it when be 
lost a pare rx^ to Ha^a 
Murad (now better known as 
(Ik bexy Sonam b unde) and 
who could blame lam^ 

And who do you ihiny was 
most happ> abiMt the loss^ 
None othtT than adonng vnfe 
Kiran Not because, ab you 
may fondly imagine, it s al 
over between Ikc and her 
bald heart-throb, but 
becaute the ii reduced to 
gratping emhutiabtKallvat 
any ttraw which will give her 


r 



VmodKhanne 
borne more tone with her 
hubband Now at least wc 
will bt> able to g> go hubday 
blie IS bebeved to have (oU a 
fTKTld 

Now now isni that 
greedy KiranMfler all 
vou've more than had yutu 
share of the fun cunbidermg 
the frequency with which you 
accompany dear husband on 
kxatMm 

mitabh BtK hihaii is hack 
with a vengeance 
Jakmgmto account the 
numbW lit films he is signing 


MMNfnOisM anawpoetaOwr 
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Penkel Kapoor auccaoatwl 
woflwUwe aWaKpy 

thcbC davs It won t be 
surpnsmg if he is forced to 
break Ns cardmal rule of 
never sNioiir^ foi more than 
inc An each ^y I he 
slaners mega blar BacN han 
has bncsj up nriude 
Manmnhan Desai s ffangt 
/amuria bataswan and 
fooAfl. Kamesh Nppv a 
ALiyU I'rakashMehr^s 
Jathgar. Shashi Kapoor’s 
Awotv 1 mnu Aiu^ « 
Mahaakaland Yath Jnhar'b 
Agneepafh 

Aking with Arralabh his 


m. 









nuke up rrun will liave tc^ 
wo:k overtime After ail 
time moves on and the 
depredations ut age span* 
none 


iiw do you get two stars 
fur thcprxeofuni' 

Simpk* All you have to do IS 
sign the i arrol -c humping 
Karamc hand cd the 
tele* screen Pankaj KaptHir, 




Wi 
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aegrtraNawh MtHnaharsaM 
•hortf 


along with Ns due eyed wife 

SupnyaPathak Evi^mly. 
si> desperate is the 
newly wed duo l<7 work 
that they are offering 
ckscouM rates to produce! s 
foolhardy enoujd) to sign 
them on together 
As a markeong strategy it 
seems to have worked out 
wed, wnh (he pair sitting 
pretty with a number of films 
nthwKMt kitty And who 
do you think are must happy 
with (hia turn of 
events—bmall'time 
producers, who are making 
the most of the couples 
adhngthemaelvea short ■ 










SPOTLIGHT 


HEX KLPIN will be 
j<raani 2 yet anollker < asset te 
antr PenaAX Miiiittni. tlx 
iurrent ugK <>n liw ghs/,ii 
orvuii as mwh forl^r hauni 
inx viwe as her fresh 
heaulv, uiU hi' nkasin^t a 
gKi/af Lassi*l 10 (itM 

la Ifi Ihl iu Ht Mill 
Mu} I he niusii is scored by 
the yHmMiriK* hit him iihimc 
< liiah« O P N.mar (<if 

Aslu Klyrsk lariH') I his is 
I he first lime Ilk* duo have 
nut h>jretlH*r to make musir 
ami t)revit w leporls sujuest 
(lull Masini has vet arHitlkT 
hil on Ih'i I>eau1iful funds 
Hui. as they siv, Ihi* proof of 

(Ih‘ puddinu Iws in Ilk'oatmK 


sHh INSISIS rhai all uii 
wanted ihild*en be assigned 
t<i h(*r hivihk care Hut when 
It imncs lo handing invr 
orplwns to foster partnts 
N«>bsl IV.Hc iWe winner 
Mother Terena ul the Mis* 
sionarx s of Lliaritv Ims wry 
set ideas While iruugui.itinK 
•I seiiiinar on adoption orga 
nised h\ the West Bcnsal 
bramb >1 the Indun CouikiI 
(if Sviril WeUarr*. she dis* 
closed that she only let pen* 
pie physic all V incapable of 
having children adopt any 
Why this disccimmation 
against those wdfullv child 
less^ She feels that cogples 
who have “done v«nething 
to avoid having c hildren' wdl 
not be able to give the 
jdiipled wdif' "sufTK lent love 
and affeitH)n*\ a ^ 
cuiiimodilv thev need 
above dll else 


MMherTmM 
iMptlng miM 



Pen««iMaMM heMoOngwiaiaam 

11 WAS a very surprised 
drunk we had ai a boxy traffic 
uiterscHtHin in Lalcutu the 
'Khc'f day Speeding danger* 
ouslv dcAvn the rnad m his 
powerful truck, he wax stop 
ped xhort bv the kgig amt nf 
the law Cerian even ot Ns 
drunken stupor, that he 
1 oukJ Kt t awav bv profferuig 
a rupee ui* two Ip the otfi* 
c'tuus cup. he was sangumely 
reaching fur Ns wallet when 
he xaw the West Kengal 
finance minister, Aahim 
Daagupta. loom mto view 
I'or. as the hapless truck 
drivers hick would have M. 
(he nWHXter had resumed Nx 
drive tn check trafiic vmL 
lion (begun with such Mare 
xome true ago. 
onlv tu be 
tempnrardv 
abajxkmedl 


Rubtk. S^i^eev Jim. a 16* 
year*old intermediate ftu* 
dent of Little Klower Junior 
College. Hyderabad, can 
perform the feat m 22 
seconds flat^^ good three 
seconds before Sameer. v4to 
had Ns mMnent of glory 
when he made the clock 
show 12 m a respecuble 2S 
seconds 

Sanieev, an ardent Kubik 
buff, sayx solving niathema* 
tkal puzales IS hix fasounte 
p«ixtime And aboui the 
Rubik clock “] have fuund 
the mathematical pattern and 
1 am impTuving with every 
efkirt I tan solve it in '20 
serorxK sometimes " 

bo. let's clock him the next 
time he allempiv to solve the 
pu/rle Who kix^ws. he may 
break Ns own recoid^ 
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AsMmDaa^ptt dcNaenPitreae 

But now Dasgupta is back 
in ful cry On one memor 
able day he. ^nng with 
Oautam Chakraborty. deputy 
commssioner ci potee (tnf* 
fk). detected 30 cases cl 
traffic vwlaUan m a mere 
three-hour span 

Calcutta traffic, one feels. 

IS beyond redempoon But 
yes. the drive may refurNsh 
the minister’s enage among 
the hamed electorate of Bie 
city it K. alter aL the 
thought that counts. 


HE IS aecetid to none, not 
even to Delhi whiS'kid 
Sameer Mehn. when it com* 
ea to solving the btest dock 
puuie of KungansD Ereo 


AFTER SOAR opera 
HunvaiKi. it's an emotional 
tear-jerkei that telestars 
Alok Nath and Anita Kan- 
war are co starrmg n. The 
firn. Amit Khanna's Sbesft, is 
chock-full of National School 
of Drama (N$D) ahonm. who 
hope (fondly^) that it wd be 
among the movies short* 
bsied fur entrv m the Cannes 
Film Festival, thanks maaily 
to Masteors masterful per* 
formance 

Alok Nath m Shesh falls 
somewhere between Raiesh 
Khanna m Sa/ar and Anupam 
Kher in Saraanah. He starts 
off as a young college lod 
who loves Bach. Beethoven 
and Anita Kanwar (not 
necessarily m dot orderl. 


i uaasviBOXBM ^»xiiii— 







around (il rnkniphoiKs), 
shouJd find hi:* his 4 iri(inK's 
slandinK hmt in gnuO 


'I'HK AiXftil'LK r>f jK'av'P 
and noji'ViderK't^ and Ur ki'v 
advncarc id the Straleisr De* 
teixe Iniliative (Sl>f) sreni 
an unlikely eoin hi nation. 
NoneUrleiis, it was thiii un¬ 
likely itknd)inntitin wl)Kt. fuA 
loRellrr Ut make news re* 
eently. 

Urr«ideiit Ronald 
RenXAn. on Ur IhsI les ^4 
his presiJencv of the United 
Staler, decided to make 
vAyi can at best Ir de* 
Merited ns a pro*Jnciu isrs* 


AMk Wh wei6 MAS Jhawo \n 
(lAMll Kami: 
pMOMaHthavray 


SCI HH^S GnaVy in Ihe new*^ 
for reasons uthcr than l^ya 
1*endulkar, Noted K’lnnaija 
fitm arior Anant Nac is 
amonjt the three iicopk? 
appuinled to (he Karnataka 
U* 0 sla(ive Council h> the 
state Oiwentor. P. Venkata- 
suobaiah. And his nomniatHMi 
was evidently due to chief 
minister S.K, Kommai 
(apfarently. an ardent Anant 
faiu naAmjE fijr him. 

Le 0 sbtures in India betfift 
what they ire tmuch desk- 
thumpiflit and chucking 


ture. He affixed his si»nu(ure 
on a Hill (t^ariier passed by 
lx»tli Huuses of ConKTess? 
which pmdaimed 2 Uctuber. 
198H, a day recuRnitiun of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s contribu* 
ti<ins to human freedom 
tbroujdt his message of non* 
violent civil resistance. So, 
Gandhi finaDy ^ts his due 
from the American head of 
state and K^mment. 

What intrigues one con¬ 
siderably is how the Mahat¬ 
ma will be honoured by the 
US government. I'erh^s, 


cer. From then on d o 
pathos al (he way. with the 
couple displaymg (on screen) 
8 rare foi^ude. 

Bombay’s answer to Love 
Story (oCRyw O'Neal, not 
Kumar Gauriv vintage, 
Bmgb)? 


graduates to become a suc¬ 
cessful executive and hus¬ 
band to Kanwar (now a 
trainee copywriter) and 
father to two lovely bds. 

But then, the bottom 
drops out of their worti It is 
dneovend that Aldk b»A<st* 
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When we launched the Hero 
Honda CD 100 in 1985, we knew 
h waa a good thing. A £act 
confinned by the ownen. 

Some are moved by the 
economy (80 km/Utre*). Soom by 
the easy maintenaiice. Ohen by 
the name of Honda. And all 
exuh in the nding pleasure of 
India's only 4*sat^ 100 cc 
blke.Hon^ engineering— 

Hero's choice. 

In ah. WfiOO happy owneta. 
eadt widi his owe reason for 
» £eehnggoodToallofyou,we 

^ ^ can say one thing. You've got 

tB|iO_ go^^going 


AH said and done 











I f it's yiHir first sisit to (he Ban^ng 
t'He office, there's ever>' dunce that 
you'U walk nRht past U. Iheru arc no 
aiftnboards, no helphit arrows and fvtn 
(he Block H ntenliuned in the address 
doesn't seem t{> exist. 

I( s ixily wh^ youVe skirted n^i 
round the buikimu, narrowh avoided 
beinit run over by hish* powered tnn ks 
and delivery vans that jrrowl mit fr^im 
the rear, to come up aiEahii^t a wrouKhi 
iron staircase wliich i^joks oniuxKJs, that 
you notice a minuscule supi savinx 
HmidunK. 

Enter>-aiK] you're face ii» fxe with 
the man who made this iMtIe enclave 
possible. 'Ihe familiar televismn perso* 
nality is a uilL strxppnut man with Muly 
flreyinM, dishevell^ h.irr, who wears a 
blue trw'k suit that’s better davs. 

'I'he message is clear. I'arKi Ah is ix>i 
the (■b>'iuus 9(creotvpt> of a televisHm 
produi'er. And neither is his Hamhing 
Ftk a stereotypical pr<ii:r:imnK'. (hnie 
the contrary, in f<h*t entutviiHalty so. 

In the nK*di:i w^irki of tht* West, 
dominated as ii is hy ramiMiii itinsm. 
blatant EuKMemrK isiii riixl vmk'twx n* 
SHin It not hoshliiv to ihe 'third SVorkI 
iiifiK'. Hmiflum! fill' sliiTKlv nkHK* as the* 
(inly proiffaniiik* cisinmlted to Airo* 
Canlibi'an aiki Asiiir cauM‘s. 

Its <ine*lH)ur slot ai pin on ITV'a 
Channel f'oui is d wekximt' ilunire Imni 
the BBC'' rck'itllcss camera that bwes 
to Itnijer on floatini: voriK<*s when they 
(k) a protfranune lai the cleanii)! ol the 
Oaneii. iir rrlers endlessly to India's 
chantK traffic conditiims whether (liey 
are interviewinj^ the I'nine Minister or 
domu a Iravelutfue on the (irund 'I'runk 
Koad. 

As lor Sudan and S^ansl<tdcsh, listen la 
Ihe KHC and you're Oirvimed that 
they 'd be sunk if it wasn't lor Bniish md 
Or worse STiH, watch the HHC's majui- 
sine proxrainmes like A'eiwrirk hXvH and 
all you see is l)isi.*o Bhaturra with nudily 
di essed presenters telling you about the 
top ten video hits, and clips Aral 
KaiXMir and Sridevi. dome thiMr nulls «tth 
ram dance sequence. And all this at the 
prime irme r)f I pni on a Saturday 
aflemiKin with a repent tdecasi at 11 pn) 
Sunday. 

So Bandung file made its entry. As 
executive fwodiK'cr I'ariq Ali sakt ''Be¬ 
cause they' did not Uke Black prAtics 
Kerknisiv We wanterl to produce a 
proRTanimc which anyone could watch, 
and was not a lelwtio projtrafwiK* as 
such. Many uf Ihe thinjts thai we haw 
dune cuuid be <in any nuinstream cur* 
rem affairs programme, ti they had so 
desired. But they don't so desire be¬ 
cause their pnoritjes sre diflefcmt. which 
is why Bandung is pretty unique m (he 


The 

ThinlWorid 
on Four 


Uke its creator Tariq /4/i. Bandung File. 
the television programme on 
the Third World, bears a nonconformist stamp 









Iclcvision nelwiirks here aod ^sii ilui (4 
the tJnfted Stales." 

(lie mituJ idea lA a curmtl 
affairs pmiaanuiH* spts plli u Uicd i<i 
I he 'I'hird World was rlu' braskhihl of 
Tafnikh i)horidy. miuUkuIukJ uHimas* 
sKimhk( nlih'r for Chiiniu l H*Kir. il 
Tiiriq Ah and Ihiirus Mowr wixi m’I up 
K^mlimK l'nMluclH)ii\ in liMI 

VS'hv (Ih* ii.iiih> Ik’i ausc* 

il was ;H IbiHhine ui lnd<ak">ij m IMTiTi, 
lluil the hrsi (|f ll>e newly* 

mdc’(M<jhit'ii( Asim ami Alrkan slates 
li><4( Tlie MandutiK iiMilrience 

kmhIhiIimsI Ihr* eiHl of c«4>Miuiism and 
Kimluuu I'lk was tn svnil)oU»4* I Ik* end 

kiiloniahsm thr snwill m reim. 

Wiili oik' Ihhii |vni;riiiiiines in a 
V<*<ir, iliiiHluni! In hdiiK h>U*lcviSHjfi 

viewers in Ihihun leporis on pivviou^ly 
i^ot<*d lrniUs—h(Tcavi*d w;iNiien in In* 
dia, niitfrv vnuti) in Ihiiii, oU wnirkers iti 
TriiiidiMl, Ok* her<Mn nKifia'in I'nkisian 
Hiid tile VH*WH nf (inriK* iiiuasiers. presu* 
<k*nis ami exik s from iIk* Hurd World. 
Kajiv lifiiHtlii. Iiihus Nyerere, N<4)i'rr 
MuMk* and Ih aizir HhuKo are anioiiK 
those wIh) IbM* tH*irii iiiler>M*m‘d 

Cullurnllv, it was In transcend lh<* 
video I'uJiiire )s>rir;ivi*d tin* liJtC. 
Wniers hkv Nirnuil Vvrma. K.K. 
Naraynii. Sulnuin Kusfidce. Vikrain S<*th 
and Aimiav (iIhisIi were pro died. H’ldp* 
lor lihjuva Mislry. painters Khupin 
Khakluir and Solyiil were fvaiured and 
investipaiive rep(»ru ranped from dowry 
deaths in India h> ihe hide’ll (reasuies m 
the India secrion of the Victoria ami 
AllK*ri Muxninv 

Krom Itmii.rt?, H.vi(1iwk lH*Kan 
piiMie(*rihk f)TestMi(a(Hiiis i|f draiim and 
niiiis, arnl on rt» bsl for tk* loth 
aniiheisiiry of hidiii's ink'pt'iideike was 
r.irfUion -a film Ixised on 7<iA.i Trk 
S/ni.'h, ;t story bv Sa;idul Hasan Manlo— 
dirvrtr'd by Ken McMullen and suirnni^ 
stalwnris like Koshan Sc*tJi and Snc'csf 
Jaffrey. "'Mk* mix is current afinirs and 
cuiturt*." said rant/ Ah. "and by I'uJlure 
we nK'iin hndi etiliure—mi jifana." 

On lijihltmus lisl was an inipressi^e 
line lip. Current allairs prnKrnnink*s in* 
elude lbt»se relilinu to Hbck }xnip(e 
set Ik'd Ml HniJin. iinenii}^ issues like 
nil ni mra in ni (Y V n j A Inn v t^ue^rrojis. 
IMKfii. IhHisMiv t/aknu; tlh‘ ImI iHK 
1987* aisnil Hen^ah raniiks raeinK 
t'viiiMMi in tb<* I'nwer H;imk1s area ol 
Kasl LtMKtoiO. aiKl educ.ition ifLdo r V 
Mi —alsHit tiH* IK'W eiliK'alHHi jci 

which may alkiw Muslim children in k* 
lorced Milo hindaiiM'iKaksi M’lyx»l<. i 

AVe do iirnprainiiK's akiut liK* likwk 
aninuiunli' uliiih wv fiK.'! iveda io Iv 
done/' Slid Ah. "Kui wc ilon t seiisa 
tiMialise tls ni krause the aim is not to 



TW* HkiMr^ <«/. SMAMv* iMu* 

have shoi'k or homir. bvi to explain the 
why's and wherefore's of H." i 

S «//Kfun>r'i>lati's( series w’lmh eumi'd 
a repi»n cm sad aller ik* Kmip 
Kan war nxideni tmik Ik ri*V team to 
Kaiasllun to fibn the sile of ik* l^ll^'d) 
with H hidden caiiK'n, and a rc'fxel on 
the varuius .*uli shrines and the 
irernvndouH powvr ihai tkv Kid on thi' 
kn a] Il talked to K<xip Kanwar's 
fatlier imbw and to ihuw <4 Uw pro sad 
lobliv who were uifhieixmit pobiK’s a 
kaiastlufL 

A sensitne issue. il was deal! with a 
hltlc Km I Ui'Thillv hy iivxiting. 'I 'arHi Ah 
pi wits out hi/w Ik lilni wouki liave het'ii 
<ivertiv anii-lndfiin and lU'ft^aiioful if 
|x strayed k* ik mamsiream WWteni 
iiK-dti Ikl in deUx'iaiely trysiit In avtnd 
lliat pit tall, tk film suffers hy hcirut nut 
toujdt eiVKiyth on 

11)e Indian kfdi oNismsSKio W'as 
pleased with tk lilni. and there's a 
eKiiMV ilm It nuy k sluiwn (xi 
ikiisKuL "Webne <k)wniko|iposition 
li» siiti tt'itlvn India itsf'H. whk'h slunvis 
lliat Iixha IS a iihiTahstii' xa'kHv." s:ikI 


SmUvitknpitte <*4ii 
ubcofAwiit kniM K b wofft. 
Wi i viawenWp e( om nrihn, 

IWNikMCtJNY-TViRNWL 


Ak. "and no ime would k ablu lu say Ik 
film IS aiili'hiduin.” 

Hut tlmuKh Ik Indian hnih comiins* 
SHX 1 set'll IS pleiued with Alis prnjettsiii 
<4 India 'Cven K<uiv (oindht came off 
quile wHI man inlervKWMt Ik hei»:hl nf 
Ik (iofi^ seaiHbih-lk hikislnn uov* 
^fwient has been pfijtestirut to Cluinnel 
Knur about Ihe sfieuil HniKhtiin |^‘lk■ 
liroKratnme imi ik attvmiMth ol Xiu s 
dcatlL 

in a noe hiur s|hm«iI klletin CHlkd 
AAer Xtn. Taiip Ali had mx 
minced Ins words in detTyiiiii ilie dicta- 
lex*. lieKMUimK with /.a sayinx. "JnstK’e 
must k dime * and haiiKinii Hhullo. tk* 
ftin went on unrelentinidy In extxjw alt 
tk hoirtiTs of Ihikistan under 
puhiK* flnKpnK. tixlure. suppn*SHinn <if 
deiiKxracv and Uic Irauiiu ol pohlical 
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Ttr 4 q NtaarriMi. In mtlelpatioA 


exiles. 

"We are hated by all furKUmentalistH." 
said Tent] Ab» "and Tm prtwd of i 1 . U 
means we're on the nshl troi’k." Apart 
from fundament alisi MusAm oppoMiMMi. 
f^andun^ also ttuaiKed toenrajee Hindu 
fundanwntah^t!* when it dal a iff’nKrHin* 
me on the Vishwn Hindu l'ari>had. 

With ll^ ^i^'ineinber team rivludinK 
five researchers and four priiductKtfi 
stafl. besides film etiiinrs and dim1oc‘. 

is funded entirdy bv Channel 
Four and sues out on amir»*l. KelaiHNis 
with Channel Knur are Kood-lluinks 

Dvcua Hewe and Tine AH 
pf«u0 e(tt«e bfainehlW 



mainly to FamAh Dhundy wtM» k the 
vonsnssioiuu editor, HIxmdy and All 
have a luns-sundov relationship and the 
e<|iutM4> works peHccily. Wliile Ihmus 
Hmwv kioks after the Afro*Canl)l)ean 
side, l anq Ah handk^s all (he Swth 
AsMn proicnnviies hiniM'lf. 

It's a ien'1o*sa day for al ihosi* at 
BjuiduuM and the fiAir editing* nKcns atv 
constainily busy, speculy as the tek'esst 
day drsws ckise. "Sett ins up /LuKkeiA' 
was an adventure. ’* says j\ii, "and I ihmk 
what W'e have nunajct'd to do Is to Ki>*t 
the *llvd World taken sciiouslv, thir 
pruKranvne has forced the UUC to make 
Its programme on Axiann and Afro* 
Canhbvans iiv^* sefXMS. AleinveA Ho$l 
iMiw’ alwavs has (AM* thscussKwi on an 
ethnic issue, and evrn AfNinv-^ihe Afro* 
Caribbean iiuicumK* proKramnw— 
rK'd H projEranwiH' on Steve ltiko,w'hH*h 
ihe\ wiNjId never hii\c dm* in iht* 
past." 

With a vx'wvTship of m’er a iiuIIhul 
inchidioK an audwm'e m the United 
Males MW'v CUNY-IY m New York 
started iransnwtBii: HMtfHmf! h'tk'. the 
iHW kmks for Tang Ak and hts 


''f 




team. '‘Kilty per cent o\ our viewcrshni 
is ordinary people* • no hitdi’flymu intel¬ 
lectuals. and that m where wi* haM' 
succeeded." 

Handune'ii success story doesn't 
seem to have passed tlir<»UKh (he ustinl 
trials and inbulations of any path- 
breaking televistem proKnimim*. "Ii's 
been a steady sweess." saki Ah, No 
heartbn^akiiut trials. 

Ilie KBC. of ciursc*. lus always 
renuiiwd tiKhi liptxd - 

never (‘sninenimu for or inininsi any 
protfrnnmx'. U> iiUitude to India, savs 
Ah. IS olmous. "U IS IM)I a coinciderxe 
that /ti htot a ^*ikkJ pn^ss in ibis coun 

try.' hi'S.iHl. HHC H f^/H'r.imriprovfram* 
nw uhk'h ftwiured K;uiv Uaiidht drew 
twui.' c^byociHin Irom India, aiui Ihe 
loihHthitdtitHnmissioncr. IM. Alexan¬ 
der. (voleslcil to the MKC alXHil it. 
Later. «i Hrmsh minister visitinx IndiH 
apoioynsid lo ilw' i^owntimmi lor the* 
film. 

"lilfC IS a diwisier as far us c urreni 
atiHirs IS coni'erTKd." sad Ah. "And as 
far AS India is ccmvrned. they are 
iKnoraiit. Tliey read a few press chii 
piiiKs. have prew'oiK'eivcd not k ms. and 
lhai’s Ihe wav thev project ihe kHiirntry." 

Wlwther ti’s iimorance or ik'lilKiate 
nusrepre sent at k m i eit lairs quest ion* 
abk*. but meviuMy every jxirlruysl of 
Ihi* subconiineiU has u sirooK neKHtiw 
element. Kajiv Uandhi's handlinKof Kim* 
jnb has U<en likened lo Hrelonu s rep* 
ressive rejdme. and Indian tro<ips m Sri 
Lanka haw been compared lo Ihe US 
invasion of Wlnam—to quote only u 
few eumples from ihe lUfC. 

Ha/xfuntf altctnpts to tackle the sub* 
continenl for what it is worth. On Tariq's 
cards are protframnK*s on the Indian 
Uppositiun fhv himself thinks il s pretty 
pathetic, and that Jyoti Basu sbiuldnt xo 
sCwK with the forces) as well 

as other related pruijrammes. 

With his latest hwk on the Sow<l 
Union tu be published m November, 
there's n'cO' chance that the former 
activist who made w'aves in the Sixties 
and S«vcnix*s and was at the head of 
every street demunsiratM>n in the Wil* 
son days, will take his camera and crew 
lo meet the forces of V.V. Sinxh and 
[>evi Lai this winler. 

Mcanwhde. the only i envision pre* 
wnter who never wears a tic with his 
sun. kiokjnK ronsjucuous amoiiK <rther> 
with their pin-stripped Mucs and Krvys. 
and who stiS retains his sukontineninl 
accent despite his Canibndfic' years, 
remains a non-conformist. His projiram 
me remains a weksmic break - its sikm** 
lure tune a familiar one ku all senous 
tdeviskm viewers. 

thrabMf Mmu/UMhn 











NEWSWATCH 


cne^ arc (annlur arid lU* 
dcrzidndf< slrikiriKly ^undar. 
(Jnly (he characters Imv«* 
rharifted ur rather reversed 
their roles. A lew wars b^ck. 
Ihe All Assam Students* IJiwki tAASUt 
led by !*rafiilla Mah.intH and llhnftU 
l*hukan IvhJ set the inm^naUMi of the 
Assamev.* iHt lire. Inri'in)i; the Cenire to 
sign the Assam aeeorO Today, (he fire 
htii« ntK only' spread Hmong (he Hodo 
mbHls Ml Assam but i» all w( (o enguK 
those who (ud stvted u. And. by u 
siraiiKe iw)si ol late, (he prutectun of 
AsHariK'se eilsnM' and cultural identities 
suddiiilv find themselves forced lo 
oppose the vnluea they chenshed and 
(he (ihilMsophy they preached. 

I hr (hirkhuland proUern having hnm 
iea<ilvi>d. It iH the demand lor 
land" tiui IS n^iw bkely to occupy the 
cenirestage of separatiat pohbcs m the 
east Spi*arheaded by the AK Hodo 
SUKleniH* Union (AUSII). the Hodo 
ns>veinent aims at creatinK a separate 
stale fur the ptwis tnbals of Assam, of 
wivim the Bockis compose (he largest 
group. ak»g (he nurih bank of the 
Hrahmapuini. in the last two years, the 
ruling Asom Gana hinshad (AGI*) gov* 
enimenl made ;uat one attempt to bring 
the AHSU leaders in the negotiating 
table, but without any success. In any 
case, finding a solution to this prn^m is 
going (u be far more difficult and exmph* 
caled than the Gorkhaland one. 

Ihe demand itself is not new; it was 
raised some years ago by the Plains 
I'rihaU Council of Assam in CA) but 
the movement made bule impan as its 
leaders proved only loo vulnerable to 
both (he carrot and the slKk, whichever 
was employed by succi*ssr<e Assam 
governments. The BikIos themselves 
never took the PrCA very' seriously, 
while the AHSlf dubs the party as **ihe 
greatest betrayers of the cause of the 
tribals*'. 

The ABSU too was not particuiarly 
vociferous in its demand unti the AOH 
came to power. Imnkatty. for the latter, 
the success of the anii* 
foreigncrs'movemcnt led by its progem- 
tor. AASl'. had its faliMt in other 
regions of the north-east. And the 
ABSU wa« among the first to take the 
cue. Its demand for a separate state 
stems from .1 fear that '1he tribah have 
no security in Assam, because the 
Assamese feel that the state belongs 
oniy to them and want to assimibte ai 
other ethnic groups". Much in the man* 
ner (hat the AASU used to reiterate (hat 
»*xpelling "foreigners" frnn Assam was 
th** only means of safeguarding 
AssQiiK'Hi' iiU^ntiiv and mltVEre. the tribal 
dicHiiiHHi kMilrra mountain that a separate 







aBodotand 


The Bodo aguation in Axsam is gaining momentum 


state IS (he only answer to their prob¬ 
lems. 

Not that the AGP was consciously 
anti'tnbal. but two rather hasty and 
iB*conceived deosans it took shortly 
after asstuning power proved lo be its 
laidoaig and gave the necessary* fillip to 
(he Hudn agitation. One was (hr imposi* 
(ion of Assamese as a enmputoory sub¬ 
ject m non-Assamese sdiuob in the 

Todiji.lhclhtliKiHtwIir 
iprad Miens Ae Bode MUi el 
AmaMliaMltOMCUf 
liieM«l»MWrMILJM,liy 
I Wmb* Ml ei Met Bm 
pnltcMi el iUuiMM ilMc 
•UaMIMIM iMMr 


State and (he other whs making the 
knowledge of Assamese a pre-condition 
for state govemmem jobs. Although the 
government has since retracted both 
these measures, the seeds of suspicion 
were sowed in the minds of the tribals. 
And. suspicion gave way to bebef whra 
the AGP government souj^t to crush 
the agitation with (he help of the 
pnlice-^st as the Con|ipess(ll govern¬ 
ment of Hiteswar Sadoa had s<Might lo 
put down the AASU movement. But the 
move backfired and every case of admi- 
nisrrative exceu only strengthened the 
Bodo movement. 

The ABSU aleges that over the last 
one year. 16 of its activists have been 
killed either by the police or by AGP 
supporiers; their viDiges are routinely 
ridied. and sympathisers and supporters 
picked up for interrogMion. Acco^g to 
puhee sources, over 700 ABSU Kdvisii 







•odo* dMnon*lr«1lnfl In Ht« IWN W pt«M 
th«« tftnifntf for • Mparit* tW* 

hive been arrested this ycvr. U whcn> 
80 were detained under the Anu* 
Terronst Art. 

Chirtrne Hasumatary. a 2K<year-old 
emplovee uf the imi^atiiMi departnwni 
living in Kaadcotra village near Kitkra* 
jhar. said that he was arrested tlirae on 
charges uf luotinfl and a'tempted nhir- 
der. thi* last bemit m fanuary ihis year. 
On that nccasKtn he was detained in (he 
pobce staiKin at Sidb (uwn tnr four days 
durinii whK’h he was severely beaten up. 
H'here are many other exanvles of 
police excess. Honijla Kasumalary for 
instance was bayoneted (u death in (be 
paddy fields outside his village m 
Kokr^hir distnct. Two others. UlUh 
and Parusuram Hasumaury. survived 
their bayonet wounds. Recounted one of 
them. “A posse of pcAcemen arrived at 
our I'illage at 3 am on 25 September 
Flashing searchlights they pkked us out 
of the paddy fields, where we were 
sleeping, as none of us dares to sleep at 
home since the movement began. Then 
they attacked us." More rec^y, Jonai 
dasumatary, a peasant trom Salban 
village, who had gone to the Sidli pc^ 
station merely to sedt bail for dm of 
has hienda. was allegedly shot dead 
inside a police van which was carrying al 
four of them to another poke outpost 

The pUice version is Chat their van 
was attacked by soma ABSU activists 


who fired on them and accidentaly kdled 
JofUiL As ''proof', they punt out that 
they have in their posset^smn crude 
weapons that they had itupuunded after 
repulsing the attack. president 

Upendn Nath Bnhma aPeged that “the 
p^e ddfoeratelv use such crude oHin- 
try^nade weapons n such etstantrs »» 
thx they can frame us". 

The AGP govemmetfl has resorted to 
other ploys as weB. albeil unsuccessful¬ 
ly. to contam (he agrtaiMi, It has 
propped up the Pl'C A as a counter force 
(the PI CA IS beheved to havt> boi^n the 
imofSct^ aly the A(>P in the last 
Assembly efectuns) Ironical)' ennugh. 
after lyi^ low for severe vear». itv* 
Pl'CA has suddenly revnvd Us demand 
for a Union Temtory with coftsxk'riihk: 
vignur. It has drawn up an tlahoraic 
programme beipnmng wuh a mass raltv 
in Uispur on 2* October. Asked 
brahma: "Why is the state g«ivemiiienl 
adoptng double standards? Tk' ll'CA 
has been granted permbsKai to hold a 
raly while our requeiUs have always 
bem turned down on (he gnnmd that wr 
wdl create disturbances." 

T he role Ilf the Ciingres>tl) iv '>till 
tuapeci thouidt l would be natvt* to 
suggest that g has nn stake in tN' 
present ntuatkin. While the party is yet 
to make its stand puhUc. it is widely 
believed that the CungressfU is (acitfy 
supporting the movement. Chmtaman 
Fanigrahi. the former mnster of slate 
for home, had mvMed Upend'd Hrahma 
to Uelhi Aprd Uif negutiaixins, and 
the AHSU president, while denymg that 
he has with the Congresslll. 
nonethelefts admits. "Hie Centre has 
goi d channel to keep in dose touch with 
us." In fact there is specubtinn wMhm 
the government that the Centre nughi 
draw up a DaryeeUng-bke pact with the 
AHSU before the next electio ns in an 
effort to isolate the AGP. 

A recent si(pv6can( devefopmecM is 
the ABSU joinng hands with the AB 
Cachar and KanmjQii) Students’ Asso¬ 
ciation (ACKSAl. a b^k Valey-based 
outfk which r e pre ae ms the interests of 
the Benj^ m in oc i ti e s ostenslUy "to 



fight Assamese chaux'tniimr'. *J'hc ACK- 
SA is widely .believed ui be b<ick<Hl by 
(he CongresstU which prubablv lu>pefi u> 
build brfoges with the AriSU through 
this Otfifil. Surh a bebef gains cretfom e 
from the fact that while the AKSU Ii.ih 
always ebsbed with the PTC A siippiot¬ 
ters and ha^ even ^tiai Krd and 
some of (hem, ii has alw'nys avoided 
aniagonismg the Congressd). 

but a seciKxi <4 hardcore AHSl' 
activwis have expressed Iheit resent¬ 
ment over the ABSU-ACKSA lela- 
txeiship hn’ause of the age-old enmiiv 
between the biido* and the Bengali 
ninonbe*. who over the years were 
en^ouragid by various ixibiKal pariU'S to 
encroach on tnhal bud, 

Ihe dissension within (Iw AHSU over 
UkS issui* is among the mativ piobleins 
confronUns Hrahma. His difornnu in 
thr fan that Ifoiigaiis const it etc a size¬ 
able chunk of ihe popululKinol Koknulvic 
distnrt whK'h is be ordered by the Jnl 
pwgun and Cuwh Hi'har distruis ol 
West Bengal. Bengnhft ciHiiriil most ol 
the trade and cuminerce of this ariM, 
while the immigrants irom Kmglarlesli 
constitute ItLi working cUhs. Vhis M i txin 
has been irsditKAslly loyal to the Con- 
gressdJ. hui Imk itself not thrown up any 
snportani pohtKal leader. 'I'herelorc, 
brahma is said to be banking on tlu* 
ACKSA to bring the Bengalis in(<i the 
fold of the movement as well Hk askure 
them that their interests would be 
safeguarded m the proposed tribal state. 

The other important ethnic group of 
this region, the Koch Kajbanslus. art* 
also apprehensive about their status in 
the tnbal state. A semor bureaui rat in 
KokrajhsT sadd that the ^ihalAdivasui. 
who comprise per ('em of the dis¬ 
trict's po|wbtK>n. have already warned 
the adi^istmion that "a bloody riot will 
break nut if autonomy is given to the* 
thbab”. 

It IS reservations of this kind express¬ 
ed by small ethnic groups that reflect the 
basic charKier (4 Ihe AbSU's move¬ 
ment: sectarian, whidt does not envisKin 
an order beyund one in which the tribaJs 
would enjoy complete autonomy and 
safety with vague notions of welfare, 
ei^uality and justice untouched by any 
progressive ideology. Indeed, certain 
demands of the ABSU like the "detec¬ 
tion and deportation of foreigners" have 
echoes of Uw AASU movement and 
have given enough reasons la rattle the 
imiorities of Ite regi<m. The AGP's 
stand on the issue remains intractable. 
Chief minisier Mahanta has sworn that 
"ure will shed our bsl drop of blood to 
prevent any further fragmentation of 
Assam." 
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Trial and emv? 

7/j<» /W^y4w3«('.v/v /?t 7 >t?r/r^ve^j/s u violation 

of human rights standards in India with the 
detention and ah use of political prisoners and civilians 


S cvtTal rhiAiMitd pi^JitKal <Maincrt 
>vvt(' MH witlviut ihjfKc or ItuI 
uivK'r >|Hviiil "Hnti'lerrorisl” Liws 
;jn(l pK‘VciUiv«' </i'k*n(K>i> k'jA:9briiin. 
whidi huMc ki^l siifvtruards r^** 

giiiicd l)v mtcmniH trial hunun nithtK 
KkiiKirird'i, Kuiulrod'r had bcvii lK*ld 
wiihHil iriiil Icir nutre ih:m three veai». 
ainoriK thiin over 3S0 Sikhs d^auied m 
J(Klhpur;ail »irwejum.* 19K4. Some were 
prisoiwrs of conikierice. Inhere iM*re 
reports lit tonure* or iB'Ueaiment oi 
prisortcTS troni rnosi MtaieH and doaem 
of deaths in iMstcxIy. Ihxens of people 
were also svtiterKed to dt^ath. and (h^e 
were an unkiKtvm number of executions. 
Kxtni judicial execuiKins by police and 
amiy were reponed from venous areas 
vcludinp 1^lnJAb» Manipur and Vttar 
Pradesh 

f'olltical vK>leiKe was widespread, 
particularly in (^lryab. The central guv* 
emnwnl dismissed the state Kovem* 
ment and imposed dii’eci rule from DeIN 
in May. Officiats repr^led that 1,216 
police officers and unarmed civihans had 
been killed in Puiijah. many by members 
of aniied Sikh groups advivatinK an 
independent Sikh state, 1‘bere was also 
violent opposition in West Bengal, 
where ihc' Gurkha National Liberation 
Kront continued its campaein for a 
scparati* state within the Indian imiun. 
and in Andhra JVadvsh where over 20 
polic’e <»f1i<'<fr8 were killed and eijdil 
ofCt'ials kidnapped by Naxahie (Maoist 
revoiulionarv) Kr<xjps. 

'llie itoveniment (urlherstrengibened 
special and preventive detenlKm laws, 
whK’h already lacked aiiportant lepal 
.oifeKuards, Ihe National Security Act 
(NSA). winch permits the authorities to 
detain pcnple without charge or trial for 
semnty leasons. was amended m Au* 
Kust to aliow detainees in Pun)ab in he 
held for six months befwe review by an 
Advisory Hoard. lYeviously. as in the 
rest of India, the period was seven 
weeks. Under the NSA, detamees in 
I^Jh^b may be held for two years 
^Yimpared to one year elsewhere. In 
amendinit the NSA. the gowmment 
nnntroduced proMsions which had ear* 
her krn declared uiKonstituiional by 
the rut\)ab and Haryana High Court. 


Many pe<jple were detuned under the 
NSA throughout India but H was ni 
possib'.' to estimate tbeir number. 
boiiK'. lodudins three Sdddmeae prison* 
vr> of itmscience released in January, 
were lK4d for the maximum peraid. 
Leaden of the Jharkhand mnveinent 
seekmK a separate state fur the largely 
tnbal pupulatam bving n southern H^r 
and neijEhbounnic states, and pofaticjl 
and relMDOus leaders in \\mtab. including 
leaders oi Sikh Akah Dal party, were 
also detained under the NSA. 

Some 366 Sikhs ongBaly detained 
under the NSA in IWH remained in 
custody despite repeated Bovemment 
assurances that thw cases would be 
reviewed. PruceethriES against them had 
not progressed smee 
The government also strengthened the 
provisions of the Terronst and Usrup* 
tive Activities (Prevention! Act 
(TADA). It created speciai courts whose 
proceedings would be conducted entire* 
ly m ramen. A confessun to a senior 
pubce officer could be adnotted as evi¬ 
dence if the pohee had "reason to 
bekeve * that it was "made voKinunly". 
even (hough the Indian Evidence Act has 
kmR required confessiORS to be recorded 
befiire a,magisiraie as a safeguard aginst 
abuse. The burden of proof was shifted 
onto the accused. Hail was abo made 
more dtlficidt lo obtain: Sikhs were 
particularly unkkehr to be released on 
bail Hiiwever. m December the Sup¬ 
reme Court asserted that aS dtiaens 
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should receive equal consideration, 
Several of the Act s provisions, notably 
those changing the presunpiiun of inno¬ 
cence and ensuring trial m camtrs. amh 
contravene intenuiiunal human rights 
standards. The broad detinition of "din* 
nqitive activities" in the Act could per¬ 
mit imprisonment fnr expressing peace* 
ful pobtical views, 

In August the minister of state for 
home affairs said that special courts had 
been established under the l AUA in 12 
states and Dmon 'Lerntones—including 
Jammu and Kashmir. Haryana. Gujarat. 
Rajasthan and Cbandigarii^but that 
• fuither changes were needed because of 
\ a Urge number of acquittals. In Ihinjab. 

, he s^. only six people out of 1.^27 
arrested under the Act had been con¬ 
vict^ 

in Gitfsrat, a st^ie m which no signifi* 
cant ads of pohttcal violence were 
reported, the number charged under the 
TAD A was reportedly 2.2:ill by the end 
of October, of whom 1,6(10 were on bail. 
Press reports indicated that the TAD A 
had been used in <iu;arat to detain 
non-violent opponents nf the authorities, 
nchiding students wlio protested against 
arise in milk pi ices, workers opposed to 
the ccfltract tabour system and farmers 
who campaigned for a reduetKin in 
electricity charges, bix trade unionists 
srho led a pay strike by textile workers 
swre held under the TAD.A in Ahmeda- 
bad. In November the state government 
armounced that aD cases would be re* 
lie wed. 

Torture and il-treatmfRt nf political 
prisoners was reportedly wideapresd 
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VietUnt of toflwrt. ^nnocont •uttotor* 

and iKifticu/arly ^umr.uM tn J*unH^ In 
Andhra IVadeah. »uspr\itrd i4 

iiympaihiKinjt with Nnulitc e,o»jpn wvrt* 
rep<irtfdly u»nured by local pobcv. and 
in 'raTTiil Nadu suspiYt^d iiKnibci^ <i( 
ihv lcfl*wlni< liK^ian I’tropk’n Kr<>n( were 
saad tn have Ix^trn lortiirvd in viftaKe 
police ^talHjns. Jn »oitw case^ ii 
appeared Ihal kical officials condoneO 
torture or souKht to obstruct mveMiipi- 
tions of torture allesnlmnit. 

Mombers tif the scheduled castes and 
scheduled tnbcs. who are acciYded 
special protection unde, tlic Constrtu* 
liun. were frequently veportv'd to have 
been tortured or ill*treHted I'V ejuaTV 
pie. nine tribal leaders who were 
arrested m Auqiist after demon'^tratins 
for better conditions were alkct'd to 
have been tortured by pohee m Kajas- 
than. They were released alter a peti* 
tion to the Supreme Court, Karlier. in 
ApnI. 15() schi^uled caste families Irom 
Kaunis in Hihar alleged m a petilKm to 
the Supreme Court that they had been 
tortured by police i'hey said that excre¬ 
ment had been forced into their mouths 
and hot water poured over them In 
Maharashtra, tribal people in the 'fhane 
and KaiRdd districts, who had been 
deprived of their tradiiiunal lands, 
alleeed that they had been beaten and 
tortured with decuic shocks by local 
pdice acting in coliuaion with landlords. 

D oaens of people ihroujthout India 
were reported to have died in 
custody as a resuh of torture. Most 
were criminal suspeiia but «i Andhra 


fTMlesh. I'wifab 4nd A»iuim ihi* VKiina 
Hk hided people wlxi had hecn |h4iIhuI1v 
active. In several cast's, olfnial nnx's- 
tigatkins found pukv offkvrs res]xur»i- 
hie lor toriurmc su$peiis to 6i‘Mh. and 
few were pro>eculi<d. notably in We^l 
llengnl. S<'w Uela. Na)astlviii and (Ins 
sa. However, crmiifml prosecutHins 
were few. and no p^ibre offrers wore 
known to have been cuntii’tvd of causing 
deaths A cusltidy. fNJwv oflkvrs »• 
I'used of (<irture were mostly transfer* 
red or said to be the subfed of ''depart • 
aiental action". 

'nwre were new reports (4 extra 
judh ul exocuiKjiis by pokv. para nulil- 
ary forces and armed forces perse dwcl. 
In Meenrt ai (Tiar i*nd)*slt dozens (4 
peo|4e were alleged to have been killed 
by tlw predoniinanNy Hindu Provnvial 
Anned CoUKUbulary H*ACi as May alter 
ionvnunal vKilence hetvi‘(*«'n Hindus and 
\fuslims. Accordffig to eye-witnesses, 
the I'AC arrested several hundred Mus¬ 
lim men <a May artd drenc them to 
the Upper oanga canal, near Munidiui- 
kpir. where they diot several tkoens and 
threw their bndaes into the water. IV 
gcAvnunent denied The aSejpitions but at 
least 32 of those arrested ''dis¬ 
appeared**. Nen day. members of the 
PAC were aUeged to hase Ruoe (a a 
rampage In the viflage of Mahana. near 
Meerut, shoutinii! unannedmen. women 
and childrefl ind^Kriminately. Some Ml 
bodies were later found. Five others 
were alleged to have died in custody as a 
result of beatmgs. The siMe govern¬ 
ment subsequently dewed that any un¬ 


armed civilians had been killed by the 
PAC but appontod a V4Hiirnitioe of 
investigatiun. Its findings li^irl not Ivni 
disclosed by the end of lWf7. Iliu 
findings (4 a judicial inquiry intc» w'liat 
occurred ai Maliana village were ^ilsi» ih>( 
known by the end uf the year, 

In Kdur. pobce were said to li.ive 
dekberately lulled landless lahour(*r>. :irid 
margmal fliers, including imniibi-rs ot 
' the scheduled castes and sclicdulcd 
tribes, in the coniexi of land dispules. In 
pane cases, tliere was evkJcive sug* 
gesieig c<x<pvration between l.mdown- 
ers, stale pulificians and police, resulting 
in deliberate killings of vilkigcrs by police 
<ir private armk*s. Ir a few cases, such 
as the kifing in September ol seven 
members i>( the scheduled caste» in 
Kirx'haiTa village, Jelum.ilKid district, 
pofici’ were sosp«>nded from duly. 
Howevvr, the aUegc*d killers later had all 
charges again»l them wiihilr.iwn. 

A number of poliu'aj aclivisis witc 
kiUrd in wlut thi* {vgve dest ribed as 
'‘eiKxiunters'', partKiibrly in states 
where aniH<d ojiposition groups weic 
active and where p(»lKe were givi-n 
khuoi-to-kill powers. 

Dozens ol pci*ple were sentenced to 
death, na^st lor murder, and an unknown 
number executed, In April ihc* Supreme 
Gain ruled that I hose c*aivicted in 
KiontH'tHHi with the imirck^r ol young 
bodes should be senteived lo di-ath. hr 
October I lie death pt'natty was lotro- 
dwed in Kajasthan for abeiting san and 
in December the Imlun I'arliHioent ex¬ 
tended this ihrougb<wt India. 

Hottowing ri'poris <il killings by the 
J*AC in Meerut. Aninesly irtemalional 
caHkd for a full and wiparlul inquiry, 
w'hose findngs be made publv. 

Howevrr. the goiemmcni 6d not re* 
spond and in November Amnesty intcr- 
naiiofljl publi&heti a report on the kill¬ 
ings. In October l*nme Minisie: Kiijiv 
(iandhi cniioscd Anuiersiy (ntcmaiiim- 
al's work, savmg that be doubled hs 
crerhbilily and serHmsivss, and m De* 
ceniber stated in a lelevisuxi interview 
that Anmesty Inlematnxu! would not be 
permuted access to the l^unjab to in¬ 
vestigate alleged human rights abuses. 

Amnesty IniemaiionMl submitt<*d de 
tails of 32 "disappearances" which 
occurred in May at Muucut to the United 
Nations Working Group un Enforced or 
Inv'oliiMary Ihsappenraives. 

Amnesty Inttmationdl appeak*d in 
January to the Indian authorities lo 
ensure that tribal villagers seeking re¬ 
fuge in India should not be returned to 
Bangladesh against their will if it 
appeared that they would be at nsk i4 
torture, execution nr inipni»onment as 
prisoners of conscience. B 
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Hrahnimk It b pcHnud mt ihjf i^kk >s 
(X) ly onv Hhumitur 1>M nml not i i»vk 

Ktiipul as dhint nMKi''rrdti Hui rh>s 
4.ntKs are a shadt imfait tor iib>n(* llx 
Krahmm otfuirs ih^t* an i ku 
neitthbounnx staU'> linwivti m a 
c.iste loiiHHHiH'•tali !iki Ktlm 
vnllinit *« or nth n Com 
iwiUeU A)il Strkai i C I'l Ml A bti 
hkidUastti»m>has^MK loivinnies In 
rntbl of fin W <lisir> i' of liJiJr iht* CM 
dvpoiK]'' on irfH (isle to .irlntimster 
'f>r>( da> m (ht ik.o tuhiti Sarkar 
w>trrHd iKt< will lx Mofidshed be 
< luse of this (imiiv ^ivk of adminstra 
IKUI 

A|Hil from the H*tuuns the 
iKirtauitJiV havi othei it.ivms lo be 
upset llaKlwoikinit and honest iml 
servAins Itid htavtd a sigh of rtbef 
whin lUiiiT^at Hu A/ad was dmen to 
rule Hihar 1 ot Jha was believed to be a 
sUkler hK dtsiipline Hut the upbval 
sfiini lasted 'Aly for a shod whde since 
ill that iIk ni*v chief mirusur 6d was 
chanee all llut his predecessor had 
^me ffe prur^KKed his ihovn offkera 
breaking all noems In earlier reenws 
for example transfers took pUeetwne a 
year Now it s a weekly affair ’* 
Umented a senior bureaucrar 'Junior 
oltuers base been placed in important 
poHis I his has eroded the CMs credi 
bilitv 111 the eyes of the fieople." he 
added I ake the example of Arun Jha. 
th(‘ DM o 1 BhaKalpui 1 houflh there are 
a number ol lAh officers semor In j^a m 
the state none of them have been ipsen 
respunsibibtv of .i distnet yet 

All this sikHs doom for the part), 
said Congressman S P Kov It i$ an 
accepted fact that a party which cannot 
keep Us non jta4erted employees 
teachers inipnetrs and doctors n bne 
will find Itself m Kreat 6fficultv, com 
election lime the Uihar fluwmmeiu 
has been plajpicd by the demands of 
dcKtors aivi leachcTs Jill the time of 
wntmj? (lie six Ukh ncm^Kuettod em 
ployees have yet to jtet bwk to work 
after mote than 50 days of strike, 
despite wammKsuf dire umsecpieiKes 
by the ^emment And recently the 
stnkin]^ employees parsed a resniubon 
to vote affainst the Congressfll m the 
comiHK elec tkins ft vras a veiled warn 
inj] to the chief mmister and his parly, 
for. these non'gatetted employees are 
requisitioned ftv eiectwn duty and a 
word or two fron them m rural polling 
booths could mean a work! of differewe 
to the ruling parly 

[n such a situation, it is no wonder 
tfiat the bui eaucrac y hardiv pays heed to 
the CM's orders bometrne ago, the 
chief minister received an adverse vt^ 
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“All members are free to air 
their grievances" __ 

Bu 4 it should bt done through a proper channel, says Bihar 
CM BHogii'atJha Azad 


SvNiur! Om Amts o Ut ibnr 
ttu rfftifaleBrs te CAe Biker Cm- 
trtuti). WhetOeymtkbUtUtke 
rtet rMiM fbr tie rffatfrfrneey 
Bhegwtt Jha Aad: I too warn to 
know the cause for the 6 iMdence. I 
aaaert thet the Con^waa 9 a demo* 
aitjc party god there » enough 
freedom for the memben of the 
party 10 m ther gnevancet on 
atSerenl subjects ButaD tiM ahouU 
be done (hrouib the pvty Jorum and 
the leader Whatem dUlerencei 
(the partymen hare wab me), (hey 
aheuU be put down n a memoran- 
dun to the leader, the morpent thu 
g old en rule m Moved, we cm ra 
out our ddfarancea. 



I exptd my coSaagues to coma b) 
me and dscuaa thair pcobtem a . So, ( 
tor one. cannot te9 you vhat the 
dfiareficds are. Al 1 am (old—and 1 
hra oftea beard dM—v that 1 love 
so abnan^ naner nd my stjrla of 
fuDCtunog 9 dfierest 
IVA^ CAeg <IAp gw a^ 

1 concede dud tny style of &BKtkn- 
mg M BBenet because tin ttyk 
doaa not rerneina any cefte ■ the 
stato^wtethar BnhnaDa, Bbuna- 
Inv, Biiputa, ate. My «yle rscog- 
nioa Qfliy two caataa: the good ad 


the bad. And J wdl not hesitate to use 
eoefpve metboda—many hke to call 
It that—4ganar those wto have plen¬ 
ty. 1 cat upon them to part with some 
of tber property and weahh and pve 
to the poor because a hungry num 
towwu 00 law and foUows no Uw 

Inthe lut few months I luve taken 
atrong action agunat the cooperative 
mafia, the Dhanbad coal mafia, the 
M'enaoachmg mafia and the water 
mafia. So, if tiua style of functioning 
doaa not sun some persons in the 
state, wel. I vn aorry! can't help it 
1 wd be even more harsh n the 
coowig ^ya 

One eT fke compfoJAfa the 
MLAi Asm mode coHcemt a 
weaefi |M OeUiftred in /fara^ 
fMgh- It fa reported thet you 
raiM CAc jtfi^a cAeota siuf 
tAfeoaa? 

1 strongly deny it 1 never laid any 
iuefa thttg. Those who have loM vou 
scare poitKal oovKas 

BitOrtke jmrttr te net united, 
Mbal era lAe ekoneee oTCongrras 
teOwinp the etectioiu? Are eon 
epUmietUT 

OptneatKl I shsl wm hands down. 

1 am not bragpng What I have done 
ffi the kvt seven months has given 
ms (be confidence. In spite of in¬ 
terested persons bebttlmg the 
sd»ev«netitsofthsgowTiment. the 
Cengreu wfl wm hands down 

TAere ore aBefoUone thet ifou 
hope been proominp poor eon, 
Kita ArodeAleo, he kae been 
known to Jibbte in Bikar patf- 
tfee. h it truer 

No, 1 am not groo mi ng hm up to 
be a pofatm, But tdl me. why can't 
a polibcian'i son become a poktician 
ton, My aenianotegnaa-cutter He 
b educed and b ao mtenutionaJ 

cncAcler. I Jmv only totd hen to look 

after the paoMe of Bhagalpur who 
have baeo vary pood to hu (atJ«r. 
The cooatftuecvy has bean electing 
roe from 1962. Snee 1 do not have 
ouch time nowaitays, I bsva asked 
Kffti 10 bdp ns out. 







Uflce report about the director ol aRTh 
culture. D.N. Ram. Accordinfdy. he 
ordered the case to move swtftly^ibe 
director vras retiring in a fbniuRht^and 
sent the relevant files to iht chief 
secretary. Strange are the ways of the 
' secretariat for The files nude their way 
: to D.N. Kam who ut over (hem till the 
day he retired. Kam is today a free man 
while the jtovemment has been left 
holdinR the files. 

I t is not only the liw handhnft of the 
comipi that has rais^ eyebrows, Jha. 
on his part, has not been able to j{e( nd 
of a cuteru of Conjiressmen. mostly 
ministers, with questionable pasts 
There is. perhaps, a reason for tius. 

' When he was asked to uke over m 
l^tna. Jha could not abitr himself with 
his pr^ecessor Hindeiwari Dubey's 
supporters nor could he be dose tu the 
Bihar st/onRman DrJajiannath Mishraor 
his foDowers. So. he was left to form his 
own RToup. Jha’s minister^i—or at least 
Umse who hover around him—have not 
been known to be either smart pr^bii* 
cians or even Rixjd admin*str9(ors. 

Neither is the chief minister bebeved 
to be above board m Ns deahnjp. For 9- 
man who promised to root out corrtjp- 
tion. Jha has been unable to shake 
himself free ftotn (he clutches of Ns 
broih«r-in*bw. Anurender Jha. popular¬ 
ly known as Bachcha Babu. Today, it is 
6aclKha babu and (he CM's cricketer- 
son, Kirtl Arad, whom anvone wrslws 
to get any work done must meet. 
'I'bouf^ the cNef minister denes that Ns 
family members are involved in the 
governance of the stale it is well'known 
how much clout the two possess. 

All Uw chief minister’s faidts would 
have been (begotten had he kept Ns 
tongue in check- In a recent speech he 
delivered at Hazanba^ Jha was only 
being blunt when he said that there were 
many bluid men in (he Congressdl 
because they had been unable to per¬ 
ceive the tlveat emergmg from within 
the party raNcs. TNs coupled with (he 
obKque barb aimed at jagamuth Misln 
Cl will not sloop before those who have 
constmeted palatial mansions by sellmg 
sand from the Kosi river'J many 
MLAs who. in tum. went nit of their 
way to discredit the cNef minster and 
tanUah his tmage. They g« a stick lu 
best the daef minister with «^ien a CPI 
MLA. Rsmendra Kumar, aOeged n te 
Aaiembly that Bha^c Jha A2^ and Ns 
fiiniiy possessed Tine houses n Deli 
alone. Bhagwat Jhd Asad itiangely re¬ 
fused to r^y to the aUeptiocis in the 
House (later indepafldent inqulhes. 

I however, revealed the houacs were nor 


n the CM's namej. 

More (han Ns st^ of functioning, 
what has lumed a majority of Congress 
MLAs into dissidents is the Cart that 
Asad has hci them where h huts mosi: 
the money-spinnng cooperatives. He 
superseded three bodies of ciHgi- 
erads'es which together had an annua) 
turnover of several hundred crures and 
even gsstuuied criminal cases against 
the office-bearers for misusing funds. 
The cooperative lobbies have b^n fos* 
tered by peat CMs of Bihar beewse 
cooperative emptoyees, vrho have excel • 
lent rapport wah farnwrs. make giMtd 
election managers. 

The wv between the mnsteriabstN 
•nd the dtssidenis is hoiimg up. "Su 
far." sad Dr S.H, Issa. ■ Congress 
MLA, "wt have gone about in a mosi 
discipbned way. We waged for six 
months to see how this vhiel nunKlrr 
functioned but the bw and order siiua- 
tion h» been worsening and (here is a 
tack of relief and rehabikialML To add to 
that the CM has been making irresponsi¬ 
ble sutements, A change fur the better 
should be brought about by the high 
command* 

WiO Ur Issa’s and the dissidents* pleas 
be heeded to by New Dela? For the 


moment. Bhagwat Jha Aaad ccntnies to 
Rile and is even optimistic about the 
chances of the CongressO) it the next 
elections. '1 am not bragging." he said, 
"when I say I wS win hands down." He 
went on to detail whal Ns govenmnt 
had done. And al cd k. he said, had been 
carried out oe the P i roe Mn^ter’s 
orders. Said ibe dief minister: *Tbe 
Prine Miaster has given me a target fee 
bod productuo: 130 lakh tonnes thb 
year rod 140 lakh tonnes far the next 
year." To achieve this target, the far- 
ewTs ted to get totlisers. seeds and 
bans. ThM b why "I have superseded 
the cooperatives." sab the chid minis' 


ter. "Today, the fertiiiser (hat was biding 
sold at Rs 123 a bag is betTig »<M ai Ks 
107 a bag. The nietsage <rf IN* new 
government." he derlared. "has readied 
every hrsise in Hilur." 

What is the nKssage. ask (he dissi¬ 
dents, Saitjeev Kumar 'Tony', a Con- 
gre-ss MLA, laughed away the CM's 
pmipiHJS boasis. saying: '"He rs insone ' 
'I'lny might have been luu. harsh but in 
private cunversaiKxi most Congressmeri 
are of the view (list Bhagwat Jhu Azad 
has dom* pret.’Knis litllc. Yes. ihrue 
KXiperaiive insdiulxais were super¬ 
sede. Why.quesiion some of the dissi¬ 
dents. riiuU not (lx> HiNir State Jfuusing 
CiMipi-raiive KederaiHm be taken over 
loo. Is It bet HUSO Ibe CM has a vested 
Hiierest m it.' In laskliiig ihe Obarhad 
coal mafia, iht* state goM*mmeiit has not 
moved a finger I'huugh the chief minis¬ 
ter takes credit lor moving ahead wnh 
the cases agamst the mafia leaders, what 
the distrut adimnisitaiion has been 
doing It riK'rrly following up (he cases 
wNch lad Iwen iiistiiuT^ long ago— 
much bt'fore jha canx* to l^inu. As for 
the Uw and urder siiuatKin, Jha'x cniKS 
gleefuRy point out Niw a youth, fed up 
with (he cNef mimsicr's assurances to 
the I lanjans of Jehanabud district that nu 
one would touch them agam. picked up 


*nie chief minister, however, remains 
unlaztd. A poet and a dreamer, he 
bdieves he was sent to Bihar because 
he alone could ‘'deliver the goods”. 
Quoting a couplet from Ns recently- 
rnmpts^ epic on life and death, the 
cNef minister said that since he was the 
’maker of Ns own destiny, he would 
neither become anyone’s slave nor 
accc0 slBveTy". Brave words, but will 
the Congress(l) high command be Im* 
pressed? 

TVltenter Oteah^^ b n 





enough courage to blacken the CM’s 
face m putec. 
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The day after... 

The hunnui^ of The Satanic Verses draws mixed reactions 


tJjmmuts, •*/)/»«*<',Iffirffs. iftsfrdtHifis .'irirf 

I'i >hi- wMt 

tti}ixnluiuiv ,111' I Ik '^IuH *4 .iijl fTW' 
u\ '< \iMilir Untx*. 77«* 
HifMpA'v :uHi tH/AHK' /mfffc' tm-r the 

tViiumn! itf Sninuii kii'JHlH' '' f»"4> hi nit 

> fcisi itKkh <li niti yHillV- 
nk'iu> titnuul.igrim^f, iiint sixtH'itf 
A.ivr Kilt tifihiR\ }>lrtMit.iy >iiymM 
fk*Jf/N*r. 011 hr sIMtUk'iKs iflun MiW. 
t^Mur siff ,itri‘mly <m n-i^ird and xh)K' 
air friMii trh’pi»mf inlvrvk'ws 
(hH’tvit hy St st>\\. Hut Uw «'ivry (k-ft- 
mtv pwn tk'tv. fftc rt* HTfr 

As'ixf fHti rifur i ivfifiMfrx/ Many td 

tht {H'uplr 'llirf-lHUWd fN)U.>»ft'f.TI7.S. 
sfxm.'iiin-n. t •I’nslai':*, ixthtHwns. mud- 
krtiLihi ikn tHilv rvlntuu'd (nmf timr 
iiH-nl hut iih>ifirui(k~ nsju^ts rhit 
tik'ft ivhisal to r<Hiink-iil ihh Ih' nir*n* 
frt/iki#. 'I.twv UK* furf itf f/w<. ' was a 
nrutiX'iif rrs/xHfM' 


SATYADHVDUBHY 

fhimutifiiu 

11 [*v(* ht'cu v<'ry ctHilUHtij hImkjI llu-Hf 
you tkx.. ilHHui'liaunfusvd^irutUKVi 
nlwftys htrri u cen}MifKhip<*f 
llK'utri.*, .ii lull ^*iKhol the Supr4*nK' 
Court h.<H (k'CKlcd ihnl thiTe can l>e*u 
resisoiubk* rtsimiioo of . .ina> 

K^i^iiK*s hIw.ivs need soiiK*ihinK to wnie 
aboul.. .tht're lus rK*vi*r bcKfi suh j 
hutlalmliKi.ilMiut an Iridion Mtiut. 

AMJAD ALI KJIAN 


Mumi ijti 

<t I would like to keep niy thoughts 
under wraps fur s<ifno lime. J have, m 
the UsI few years, made niv Uioughts 
too public. So. on Ihjs issue, J wouM hke 
w refrain from any comtnent. 


ts a direct allai k on Islam"... I have read 
your book. Like y<iu, I have also been u 
stixk'nt (sbm. Ynur statemerits, 
therefore, surprise me. I feel vuu are 
iioing,lKk k on your own ohiective to jKt 
the ban Mted. There arc many comd* 
deiKes. You, unkke most authors, have 
not iiKiti toned that the charpcters m 
your novels di) nut bear any resembl* 
eni'r lo |x*rs<ais hving or dead. Cun you. 
wit h y^Hir hand on your heui. say tiat 
they rvuDy dunY resemble the charac* 
ti*rs Hiid siiuaiHtns ui the kfe of the 
1 ipht't U Isbin and if they di t. what 
should thi* uuiittjrH iea do h»control a 
likely tKcurn iicc which you. as w^ as 1. 
kntiw may disturb the Inux^ufiity of the 
kind. ...1 ask you iftihe saini’maniK'r as 
you have asked Mr fiandhi. our Ifrune 
Mnaster. wlM*ther you consider this ban 
as reaNy umaled he, in view k4 the 
danger Hull many persons in pubhi life 
feel il \k9tn.‘s l4 1 Cl annHinal haniu my and 
pi*iH'e. Js deiiasTacy a brence to do or 
undo anylhnut by anyone or every one' 

KH URSHII) ALAM KHAN 

i I I have read the btsk from nwer li> 
cover and 1 fmd i 1 disgusting, offensive 
and prurient in plaivs. It is bound to hurt 
(hr religious sentanents of many people 
in India. 1 am hi| tlie ban. otherwise the 
taak could ervatt* rehipous chaos. 

IM AM BUKHARI _ 

.yhoAi /rflM tf/Jaff$4i Mm/rJ 

ij Kiishdie is a sfudan. I have not read 
(he book but I have seen the reviews. If 
Rushdie has critkised nur Prophet he is 
the biiQiest stuttanU thens aH. 'fhere 
are nsjce knowledgeable people around 
who have read the book, and they 
pushed 6ir a ban. I support them ert’ 


1 fin*iy- 

1 FOR 



SYbD SHAIIABUDDIN 

RAFIO ZAKARIA 

Jftmut* Paeiv frwdrr 

1%/aoui' u hidorand nrlhinown CVm* 

III (in iipfii letter ru Salinan Hinhthf 
YuusayinyuurieUertuM/Gandla 
Hiat yuu "strongly deny that your book 

o The novel Vtt Safamc Verses » 
cheap gmvmcljy^Rushdie’s pnmary* 
tentiofi was to create a money-spinner, 
lie «ras actuated by indecency and 
greed. The buok b an eKerdse bi the 


viUiation of the I’ntphet, an inten* 

tional attack <in IsUm as a religmn. an act 
of bbspheiny and «in offense to the 
rekipous feelings of any lx*l>eving Mus* 
lim..,LUeniry freedom cannot be per* 
mited to degeiwraic into abusive licenci'. 


DRZA Kt BA DAW) _ 

w/«»• i.iHiJuu Mudioi 
Odleni- imil rfiHt^mnii of tin' Ihinih.s huJ 
flHilinh 

11 I would ^'ontpare the no^ el with the 
“iMst TrnifiiatHHiuiCtimt . iVeareall 
very unh;ippy about tlK'hooh. 11 is an 
outrageous attac k, he nvx ks our religion 
m irsuiv respects. 


YUSUF ISLAM (('AT 
STtVBNS) 

NiH k \ta* 

u I would like to add my snice In the 
demand that this vile and wK'ked IxHik he 
withdrawn fnmi civilisation immediately 
... What about the two million Muslims in 
L. K. and one billion worldwide who will 
be shocked and mortified to read <if the 
scandalous way in which the divinely 
inspired messenger of god. the lYophet 
Mohammad, and his noble family arid 
companies have been treated in Kush* 
die's booki^ 


IQBALMASUD 

htm rnUi 

1.1 Unlike in Europe, where Salman is 
salely mskzng money out uf his books, in 
India, rekggxi is a part of life. In a totally 
vobtik: shuatkin like che one in our 
ctMintry. any pubfication hurting the 
sentiments of a rekgion can lead tu law 
and order problem. A book like Kusbdie s 
TTie Sdt^DK Verses has to be banned. 

OR MOHAMMAD MAN- 
AZfRAHSAN 


Ltader of the Leieenff isiamif foundosion. 
First .0 dt^w the tutrniion of tkr MitaUmi in 
Brittnnsotht hook: 

o When \ read Kuahdie'a novel. I found 
(hat he haa left nobody untouched. I 
(hou^l had to inform otheriandcbdao. 
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f i found no purlKins wlui’h witc nftensivi* 

I and derogaiuty to Uk' Ih'iiplwi. In l;j«*i, 
r Shahabuddin had to atftfes s liui i he 1 lad 

1 lobbied for a ban witlioul reading tlx* 
book. ’nm. in out (byniiJ age. is .i 
prime eXJinpleiMe.ivnlk'i irtes|wiisi- 
bility. 

1 

1 
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MANIh KURhISIIi 






AGAINST 


SATYAJIT RAY 


Fi/mmoKfi 

' H’m ajzainsi banning books. I have nA 
read Rushdie's novel, s<i 1 can't com* 
ment on it. But (am against banning 
bo4^s. That's all. 


MRINALSEN 


Filmmaker 

o There was a similar situation when 
(he government banned Louis Malle's 
film on CaJeutia because poverty was 
^lown in it I'm pretty certain ilW 
govemment didn't see tlie film...these 
things are for p<ilttical means 

GIRISH KARNAD 


Stage and film penfmaliiy 
0 The Indian govenunent's decision (o 
ban Salman Kushdje's book is nothing 
short (A acandaluus. It is lemTying that 


(lie govemnwnl ctiuU act klu* iIh. If w<> 
arc a tree and <ipcn iincx'ly. then 
everybody has a right to eKpivnH his or 
her vKrvfs through (he iwdioni of art, 
bleniture joumaksm <ir in othei ways. In 
the case lA Rushchc. what is of addend 
sigmrrani'e that he isaitmsiiig his own 
heritage; M's not tlia( a non Muslim has 
w ntlon iliis novel. If even tins is not 
acccpcablc th^ I must sa> we have 
rcfH'hi‘d (he Imvl. 


ROMILA TIIAPAR 


HiUtmen 

• • I haven't vel read the houk. h> I 
wouldn't he able to comment on the 
advTsabibty (4 banning it. But let me be 
clear about one thing in pnnciple. 1 am 
liMaDy against the banning of buck«. 
however nuaduevous tliey may he. 

NIKHIL CUAKRAVA RTTY 


F,thtof,AfiMbifnim' 

13 IhaveieadthebtHikandlnMisi say 
that fl bi well wntten and pnajpnalive . 
perhaps a IMlIc tuo imaginative at tones. 


iplif\ 

11 1 fBidthe ban ncliiukkus and ikm row* 
nundiij. Wluii .i sluilKtw s 4 K'ietv iIkim* 
whoiuw IwniK'd ifiolMHik must want, if 
thew *re iy>t prepared to :H'it>|il I he 
sell eum limit KHi livtl III ei at ore is. I enll 
4 ii k<i|iv t<» III! Mils ahsmtl hioi ho 
im'Huiely. Ivdiire India IxviHnes the 
lauglkinK sloi'k ol ihe di'iiHKTolu' wnrM. 

TAKIO Al l 

tetf h nm inielle* tiuil 

tuiil tefri««um fii i hIih 

1 i Hie Induin (Miveiomciu sirms lo 
think lhat sinHiUrism iiHsiiis K ing nnv* 
to all irhgHMiH. liiliHt stMibiiifttn nienns 
ratxni.ihMn.’mJiiMieniisin. mihI, unless 
srtnellungvuMales licit code jI slv^uid 
not hi* himwd. An almosphere I nr 
vmk'rH'e atrividy exisU, Ijihmti. (ooi> 
tnuiial vH>k*iHV is us liKitm as iIh* 
/f«sog'>Ai. It's sillV loMiiiik llvil .1 hiHik 
douM d. ll IS in MiK't h: ii I hi s Ivii i is 
beffgaiiposed m Mh* yearni iIh* cenirn* 
ary ofjawahiirkil Nehru. 

SAl.l'DNAOVl 


Amnrrf/tw 

11 While you have lx*en sisiiewlial 
irresponsibb*. Mi*Kush(lk\ ilH’meni- 
Urs of f'arliiiioeiU who jirecipitated the 
Iwn have biH:n<k(wniighT I'xdish. 'Ihe 
ban creates tlic iiiipn*ssKin I aldioi, tlml 
It nukes Indian Muslims out lo be a 
buiwhol humi>urless touch-ioe-iKits.ki* 
tok'nint of <4eg.'im verw or an irrevvrani 
idea. 


DOM MORALS 


Aiuhtn 

11 How the RoveiniiK'nl niatvtgc*cl t<* 
hrmg atxHil tins latest cx(:jstro(4te (the 
ban on Rushdie's Vhe .Sar^/ue Verst is 
beyond one's conqvehension. It is not a 
iifi’mlu B'>vinin>en1, ext'epi fiir Mr Nsl* 

warSmjdi. BdiiiungUjoksUnol really a 
mailer lor govenuneuls, and has not 
bi‘i‘n since I Idler rose crowing <iver (he 
duiigluli ol <Germany in (bi‘ middle the 
lv:«is. 

Complid by Ruckkr Joahl and &ubndhra 
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REVIEW o BOOKS 


Satan holds his ow n 

Salman Rnslulia's life Satanic Verses may be blasphemous; hut hteradire it is 


T i)r iimm iniiAxLioi fith’ III it p<>rm 
is rik> $Ik iih^'t iiiip<^aflt 
ih.k|ilii mo imvrl, iIh* M’HHid. In 
l^<' lirsl ihiipt' i «Milh«'(*> ari' .ilkmed to 
1 * 1,1 V .M«iiii)d .IS riiiiJi •I'' Itirv want - 
viitV'lum. till irnik'f <»t^Kod to 
Ihm t u il h 11 lilt \\\ * > 1 M MIH'«tyiptcr is tvH 
IMriHiiJiirlv riiiiiiilik* wr ,vcv|>l it in a 

{i< r<>s*inrv <hi|, iiiiKh <is ;i fouwfatioA iB 
lor a hoirsr. Kill i1 tin* iiiilbiir ranTWN 
shim lii*« iimiK'r I in iIm* m’i'imkI cJupter 
aiKt inslifv I hr wiiiiiw nf yot aiiutiwr 
IK IN iHHik Ihrii 11 M't'im hardly wiirih' 
whde rrailinK Mich a IVMik, 

In ilk' SiHiutH' Salman Kush* 
tilt* hiis rk'i'iriUd tis in (In* very first 
\hiiiv. riH* Mory iH^inn' in a most 
flninwiiH* lashi m with tNcii hviiiK huotan 
UiriKN tJro|)|iiiiA: rlr»wn lo c^rih from a 
plriiit* that ii<i> t'xphidrd in iiiMi air One 
<il ilk tu. (hbni.*! Fanslita. is Mnsnnxoul 
o| tniH* StK'h ii tM*iniiimi)( nuv raise 
(biihts its to whrilHT Ihr hiMih can be 
lakrn Hirh*uslv <m tint Hui iIh* ex* 
ti.KiidiiMrilv hiiiiKinais liiTi>^iJK(' rivets 
tlir rvi*. AikI «i lew pii>!cs taler K 
licn^ics (juHt* cvuhMU I kit KushdKf 's 
pliiyful tany.’Uiiy'i* is carrying us .ikmM («i 
Its own niiHiit’niiii)i. He uses linKu.i^* in 
a far niort' cohnirfnl and tivdy hishton 
hero tlian in h|^ prevunis lx Niks. I tut Uie 
im|Kirt(incc of this luncl is mil it> hv 
nieasureil u> U*nns <4 LininMKc ahme. 

Buth the iliaiactcrs we inrcl Hi Ik* 
U'ldnninij iirc Ircni Bouikiy. krth aic 
HUoi.*< One of 11 mill. S.iLidin Ch.iim ki. 
t^ ii iu>n-rcsHJciU livini^ m l.HMKkei, tiib- 
red KanshtH is tikKlelcd <in Anuljbh 
IkH'hcn.in l.ikc (inycds or <k*v'ils, thrv 
friHii ik' lmHv\*ns, 1V Imhaii 

idtUic III whk'lt iIk'C w*err ti,iv«'Sin^ hns 

imeii cU*klrovcd lot .ill v bv KIwbstHni 
KUernlliis hut ihcs^* iwn (hsmii- 
nvi-n. Jtv tiu' Mxiod i hapicr it is clear 
tliHl Itns novel is ni.nnl\ .ilioul the 
joumcv of these two <*kn>K'iers I'hcy 
(ravel sniiielimes within the known 
liniit» n( a Iwenticlh ieniurv world and 
soiiH'tiiiies fontte nut side the bound* 
arie.K of kiKiwn tune mvi space. The 
nutlior even iiK'itiions a speviHr altitude 
<if 2y,(Mil' feei as iht* scene irf the 
aci'ident. (Ibvkiustv Im ev(*n wants to 
include (lie HimakiYHs as a charaider in 
his houk! 

77it‘ .Su/anft' VVrsi*?i is a nowl. not an 
nnaiysis of liistory or phikniophy. Jt i9 a 
work of superb eraflsTTunship. One can 
Hjy without hesiiatkm that it is a stenifi* 
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W m hBli wnkWtg conWwpiWicw 
cam work of modem blerature ihai can 
be read over and over ai^iin. h b 
defmitelv admissible to dthaic* the sub* 
|ert*matUT (d a novel or the peraikn’liNe 
of the writer. Kul noimc randenv tkit ii 
IS a iiMist uikivilBtsl ml to forcililv Imci <i 
wiirk ot fWiRMi 

In pLues, this icNKmer (bil fir I ll»t 
I Ik* iiuth»*r was takiim too niA’Ii of .i nsk, 
.ihiDist to thi* poirH of fikilhardirK'Ss. 
I lesiHte I hi* chiiiiae of naiiK*s ii is qunc 
v.tsv lo make iHit who MalMKiiid is. hihI 
wImtc Jiduki IS «ij|i|Mts«>d to hi*. Nor is 
MatiourKl .m unfanMkir nank*. Kushdie 
hnoM’lf COOK'S Inicn a Mnslan CiiihIn. he 
IS .tlso iiii IskiaiK’ si'hokir tirv'en this 
IxH kitround. il is ^urti* iuici/in^ to see 
luu set (<K)t on such dinyteroiis lemlorv 
m tiH* second half rif the hi Nik. He must 
have kJkiwn I kit the hir>0Hphv ol the 
l*ro|diet MolianinuKl. wntien hy the 

ThiSiMr KwMiiiawailiil 


nyWIMMMinMIliia 

dpiiaKwtriiffiMdwii 


I Kieik'h resi'.iiiher Maxirr Kodliwxi. 

I lias been kinned in iiitinv 1*011 nines. It is 
' forbKlrk'n in Islam (o exprc*ss iiny doubts 
abrwl Hh* dhirx* ivvetanons on Mount , 
Hera. And vet, he has m.idi* fun ol iIk 
«* ncounu r hc-twin n tin* Biophel ami the 
aru9*i on iIk* iMruntHintoii. 

’liw' truth t«, . 1:1 < 11 !v re.iiiet of liters* 
lure kisms. Ikd hlH«|ilH‘im in iilson p.m 
ol literal irre 11 is iin esCihlished Itleriirv 1 
UrhiHgue to hii oni m numv well* I 
enlrenched aruck*s ol (hiiIi biermure 
prnfctresM*s hv leassessmtf the pfist 
ajiairi and ii^iin. hv leinieiprelinyt his* 
t<ir>. 1lM*ie liave lM*en in,iih cisiiimcs 111 
Indian lit endure of pokinyt liin a I tiindu 
Mods ami goddesses Tlw Hindu reli* 
MkkJH lexis, the Vedas, jnv lK*lK*v»*rt (o 
have b«*er received directly fruni 
heaven. And vet snriK* wniefS kn e K'd 
away with iieatirii^ ilie Vedas As h 
coUeiiktfi ol pia'iiis. aliiinst like i’al 
graves f/oklen TVe.i.so/c,' But such nisi* 
ances id preuKilv frmi writers huve 
never sliakcii ilk>se wlk> are intense 
belie veis, lor Itk're is no connect inn 
between (ailli and leliytion. bilviiiture, 
for Its pan. is enrick d by (Iw Ireefinni 
ipven lo wnlers. 

In the ctHjrse of depwImK Bk* iiHiflict 
b('iw«K*n euod and evil, showing Saum 
and (he an^'el chaiiMinu places, the 
iniiueluiK (d time and linielessnvss, of 
riHhlN and su|)rr itaidy. KusbJie kis 
also idayed around wilh tailh and disbe¬ 
lief Since his tanKuiiae and stance are 
consistently conik—he does mit hesi¬ 
tate l<i rel»T to iinireljc visitms as 
"nmlherfuikinK dreams"—he lends in 
iKirt iIk* leelinKb ol devoul bclK'vcrs. 
h'anatres cannot have a sense ol 
huiwnir—conversely. thi‘se who do 
kiN'c it. can never be fanatics. Kven d it 
B iHissible foi lanalKS Ui tolerate unbe 
lirvurs. It 15 absolutely Impossible for 
them to pul up mth .myone pukiiis fun al 
Iheij* hebels. 

Hie story enck wiUi Iheise two char* ; 
ailers retuminK to Bombay. The &47 j 
paxe fantasy i& abnosi cmtiparaWe to | 
/kin Quixote. Nr* ban can possibly sup* ! 
press sudi a powerhil piece of hterature. 
This is a rkivd that will be read for a jonjj 
time lo come. 


Saw !%>«•* >» iawan guBirwe 
eyviwaiBaBr piM: easB 
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FILMS 


Savage interiude 


Ivory-Merchant's latest saga. The Deceivers, capitalises on India once 
again to present a kaleidoscope of violence and horror 


I n Iht* hral. diisi and ol (rvki 

Ivnrv and Mcnhant lim^ rht* mtK*h 
TiftfM Ohmiio I(m tht^iTcxirav.iK:^ 
m. Hui ih<' lau*vi «»i (hi 
cult. ItMvc's tiu* aitch* 

t'nc'C* SK'k >sith !«h<u'k jikJ liiimir, 

(Ml (he ii(>v«<l by J<^ui Masirrs. 
the niiu III abinit h lesideni I’nllrvhir nf 
the* Itast JikIim wIkk m iK^i, 

MlUiltbleS U|Mjii \\xi‘ exisleikr (4 Mvrel 
hand nl «m "dvH’iMver*^*. Worshif) 
pt*r» Ilf Kali. tlH> fWi'eivcis with 
miKvent lfa\Hk*rs mtkJ laler e«iidi iIkmti 
unawares and strangle tht'n (Jrh<* iJk’ 
kilk'i'H li;<ve ktf>led llk’ir vh’Iiiiin pushes* 
sifxis, th<‘ liodies arr burk'd in liaslilv* 

duU JO'HM'S. 

Tilt w(M|XMi (>t Ninininil^iiKMi is a s4k 
ninml (iLiiulkerchief) with a unn 
aUnohed «ii <Mie cikI. Kiutabli o the 
diinimant ihuiu' and ilir uudK'tKi* kH> 
liberal dtiscH ol the iivhniqucs nf straii* 
^intion* ivji to 11 lent lull several ex¬ 
tended sequences uf paiitiii^. clmkms 
and HcreamuiK. culiiuiiaiinK m the snap* 
pin>: of I he vertebnw in I he v'Kiims* 
necks, 

Kesid<*nl coheclor WilKink Snvjite 
((ilayed convMKinfflv hv I’H'rci* JtrosriarO 
IS nahii'nlly hornfR'd by (Im* cult aM is 
dolennined tn wipe it out, YH hi$ 
capin e thuK> Hussein fSaoed JaflreyV-* 
tetls him that the nnlv way ht* can expose 
the IhuRS is by KHnny; the cuH xnd 
k'amiiiK about iheir work. 

S<ivai 2 e darkens his skin at>d bi conies 
a deceiver*'^ move known only to Ns 
pretty [LtiKlish wife Sarah Wilson <Hele* 
ria Mitchell), and gradually leans the 
secrets of the* thugs. He begins as a 
grave-di>(ger who throws up at the first 
kiU, but progresses swiftly after that. 

In time, the English coB^’lor bet’om* 
es a good dei'eiver*-he strangles inno¬ 
cent travellers, eats the consecrated gur 
and indulges in sexual escapades, 
wife Sarah sits at home and plays the 
piano, lying prr^usely to her father and 
her admirer about Savage’s whereab¬ 
outs. 

As the thugs move akmg picturesque¬ 
ly* shot locales ill Ka^sthan and (iujaraU 
the unending vtuiente goi*s on. In de* 
ceiving the deceivers. Savage becomes i 
one of (hem.. He uses Ns rwnal to 

C erfect Hinas he lulls another thug. Many 
itUngs later, Savage, lom by guih and 


ciadu'iHMi. wonts to get iMi'k to ii\*fhsa 
iHMi. hot IN* thugs drtcm*i*r Ns idvntitv, 
A clus 4 ' folkivi*s. reAiNnii j cIhivik in tN* 
kiHing fifkis i‘i K^asilai Ein.*itlv, n 

Untish c.'ivain* unn inakcH a tiinelv 
cliargr .Mid tN* dtn'iivxT't. 

Sasagt' rwums Nam*. tnumfiNiiii hut 
lirohm 

IN* ilotonrais thiiggi*!* cull Nix bciii 
di*iilt with extoli«ivi*ly and directur 
NVIhiUs Mcivr M*«*iiM< Ui Not* paflru* 
Urlv enjoved filniiiig (N> si‘qoi*n<('x ol 
hruiably. giuves, xkt'k'hMis. and 

corpses -an tN* |iflra|jN*nudia <if a Nir- 
ttir sIh»w aic* tNie. 

f'ar«ilh*l In IN* thug hriii.ibiy ts iN* 
brut alit V of I lie ^*dklgt'rs wN»all g.iilK*r ti i 
watch H .sjn. IN* wde uf (HJt»l (he 
weaver is In bum herself to d(*;illi 
because* sN* s sure her huslMnd is dead. 
'IN* Wife (Ncena ( jupla) •tils agansi iN* 



DfraRy II vN {WVHm olinii 


■d«K« ffti INri dPM (rf tt» 
tecMquif oi itnicMiQO, aii 

vbtWMdtt 


fading dusk with flowing hair, red &an 
and siKer )ewelk'rv and talks about how 
N-i soul has alreadv been united with 
her dead husband’s and only the body 
lias been left behind. 

IN* govcmineni had debated ai oih* 
ume nN*er banniAg tK' film b(*caus<* ol its 
di-pK*iKHi of »a/r. and it liad every reaeion 
to do (lupal the weaver's witv sees 
vnuuns. luiH revcUtiofiK, and is every bd 
iN* d<*vo(ed Indian woninn who wdlmgly 
climbs IN' luneral pyre and bumH witli a 

Nimk*. 

Nk'Ndas Meyer has spired nii details 
HI ca|Muring IN* brutality uf the thugs. 
Hut his (k*pHliun of anti gives the 
hrutalit y (g 1 Ns pru< I we n tolal hums . 
KoinaolH* and totally unfounded, it 
ainxisi serins just ifiL-d to Siiviigeafler he 
returns Naiie cunUis<*d and shattered 
after Ns expern-nivs with iIk* dert*ivers. 

Alsu sNic kmg is Niw aciressi*s like 
Netna (lupla, wNi have Nx n involved 
with imire mt'aningfuJ cmeiiia. can 
accept swh hNlanlly negalwe rok'K. 
Suri'lv iJie glamour of an Nmail Mer* 
chant product Km should nut In* such an 
indiMenieni. 

Sneed Jaffrey, rg cimrsi*. }» as uear 
being perfect aa he usually is. As 
Hu Siam (N I hug. he couidn’l have been 
more ccmvtncing. lirandislunj* his rmnaf 
and stratighng vicrtinis without tin* 
fbeker uf an eyelid. N*’% the only reason 
you sit through iNs lomwnt. 

As fur Shashi Kapofir, imk* wishes he 
would simply stop hfs celluknd appear¬ 
ances, Hi- gets pr^igressively worse in 
every successNe film. Tanq Yurns as 
Eenngeea doe* a good jub and Rajesh 
Vivek seems to have becimie a firtiles- 
sHina] m playing eccentric priests nnd 
takirs. Kememher him as the ckMmi* 
predicting fakir in Janoimf 

AH m aM, a sad show. And as a small 
autbence uf exactly live watched Ifre 
show in a London theatre last vreek. Jt 
N*came evident (hat Jsmai) Merchant 
wiU have to give Ns **JrKfia’* anjde a little 
rethink. Miuh has been said about 
nostalgia, and the glamour of Indian heal 
and dust, hut nol to be deterred. 
Merchant is apparently coming back 
with another — HatisbAk)i> in jBifiui— 
written wNIe the 77x* iiccerVers was 
being shot. 
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SUNDAY SPORTS 


The wrai^ for power 

The Indian Otxmpic Association elections promise to be a keen political battle 


W ill (mihUv \uvt to 

%ii \tmUt th( 

n .1 iin>« Wlufe n 
i.m imlv icotd for 
spriir if h( kiKJs d Mp 
hiinH tiv iircsciii Mtiulxx) only 
war rants hs inu i nlion ui an uns^t^nily 

virAii>dt loc admmivirativi power 

I hi liKlMnOlviiipH AssoiMriondOA) 
l»s for alMHil a LkiJfk rxiw become an 
(XliiisMMi of tIv iioiieral pnlilical «.ene 
whi rr I hi n k an unenclintt st ramblf for 
till kMMs aikI hsh<*v of olfki Saniar 
Kuta Kinifh lv*d fnod ir> irtch his way m 
ei^t vi'ais ajEo but (he (hen livne 
Ministi r Ml > InOira (>andhi< had prefer 
led Kap lilialendia Sm^h (a sUy 
|)ri skJi nt of (he avsoridtKA HuOSingh. 
of roursi went from (he rrwustry of 
sport (ij the far more important home 
munstry 

loday. buresh Kalmad» an MP from 


are suppnaed to keep them buss 
IhrcNjghout the year 

biiepl for Shukb al (he names cio d 
above wdl feature m (he ^ Nm ember 
lOAelectiortt Andtheyaretxpniedto 
detide on who wiH run spurts m the 
(ountry he the ntxt four ytarv 

Ofhcirflv (he KM is the supniw 
sporting body m the tountrv but uvur 
(he past few years (he govinyutm has 
not only intruded mto the func(ii>mnit tA 
the 10A but Kb affiliated ft<k rations as 
well While most sports lovers feel that 
acme government control and over 
seeing IS ni*cessary lo tn »d pi event 
(he (ffoss irrciwUnties m snnie kdera 
(Jons there are others who bvkvc Hut 
government mterfereiKe tould ultimaie 
ky Mi spun 

Now. Ksfenadi is in ihreci eonfronta 
t»n with the secretary'gener^ because 
he hae thosen as hts *’runniig male'. 
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Maharashtra, is trying to emulate the 
Sardar. hoping, perhaps, tu get the 
PM’b nod for the sports mmutry^-aher 
being told tu let Ihe (OA be But Kalmadi 
IS a very recent entrant into the arena, 
without any sporting background Be* 
sides. his bid forahe presidentslap of the 
lOA may be thwarted by B Stvanthi 
Aditvan. the officiating president, who is 
(he natural candidate 

Kor the politKian sport has largdy 
been a vehkle for frequent, almost daily. 
pubba(y> free of cost and mosLly non 
controversial V C Shukla, tokpsti 1 n* 
psthi. Jagtbsh Tytler. Slurad Pawv- 
. the libt down the Ime of sporting 
federations headed by pobuoans is a 
long one. several of them central and 
btstc mmibtera whose ofScal portlotoe 
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Au Vice marshal (Retd I C L Meht>i ' 
who IS expected to cuntebt Kandhir 
Smgh's s«>at Mehta was a past secret 
ary general of the lOA who was involved ' 
n a bitter bdllle with ihe government fur 
not quitting offxe after two stints as 
secietary. as per the guidelines 

Hui Mehta may not be Kandhir 
Singh's nnlv competitor Waiting in the 
wings IS Dr Rduklal Anand. former 
director general ot the NbNlS and at 
present ihi president of the Handball 
hederation of India Dr Anand was 
brought u) by V c ShukD kS secietary 
general erf the lOA when Mehta was 
frirced tu quit But Shukla himself fell 
fuul of the government and thereby 
hastened Dr Anand s departure In fad 
one of the prtncipal issue at the lequisi 
tioned meeting of the lOA lact year was 
Dr Anand s status as secretary general 
Anand mamtamed all along ttut he had 
been brought in mid term 1 lierefore. it 
could not be treated as a full term in 
office If he entered the elections he 
should be treated as a first term candi 
date 

But, according to mutccs close to 
MehU. both Mehta and Anand are m the 
same camp and ultimately oidy unc* of 
them would contest Fhis wuuki ]vevent 
a spht m the ’opposition' votes 

However, the modus operand/ of 
Kalinadi rruy yet cause j sphl He has 
approached the lOA elections as he 
would a parlumentary poB He had 
allegedly toki Randhv Singh even two | 
days before his announcement that he ' 
was not contesting The Mehta tamp 
feels that his medulKm on the Mehta i 
Anand issue could offend one party I 

The situation is even mxt queer ! 
because Shukla and (he new lOA mem 
bers who still bsten to him are backing 
Dr Anand U Kafanadi does so, it would 
rrKan he has arrived at an undcistanding 
with Stuikla 

But the cnjual factor here is Raj 
Choiva. the lOA treasurer who has 
always heen ckise to Shukla It is cleai 
that Kabnach wil need a tot of help from 
this businessman if he has to increase hi'* 
^ch an ces m the eleetKin Politics does 
after al make stange bed^fellows 

Apart from the sports department^ 
mterferenca. the influence exerted by 
poirticttns has mostly woiked to the 
delrvnenl of sport Vidya Cha^an Shtilt* 
la. after hss poit'Fmergency fall from 
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grace, tned (o inch his vray into the 
politxal mainstream through sport, llte 
presidentihip the Ail*tndia Council of 
Sports tAICS) was followed by the 
chairmanship of the Snpes board. I'his 
gave him mimstenal status. And his 
position vras further bolstered hy his 
election to the post of lUA presideffl. 

Shidda's decline was agam brought 
about by the government. Adityan. aTa* 
tml Nadu prv'is haron. was pushed into 
the fray with government hlessinKS and 
he succoi*ded in getting Shukla ousted. 
But now Adilyan faces a peculiar sitoa* 
lion. 

Initially char>' about the lOA |Mt. he 
was almost forced into it by the Centre's 
proddrngs. since the government 
wanted Shukla to go ever since he 
veered towards the dissidents within the 
Congreioidj. Today. Adityan finds 
another Congressman pitt^ against 
him, And he dues not know whether 
Suresh Kalmadi has entered the fray 
with govemmvm blessings. The requisi* 
(ioned meeruig held last year had only 
made Adityan officiating president. But 
he had expected that, having used him to 
oust Shukla. the government would now 
help him take fi^ control. 

However, the sudden encry of Kalmadi 
suggests that he has ntg realty been 
protected as the "government candi* 
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date". Officially, the giiverruiienl never 
takes sides in ciccuons u> ^porting 
bodies. But tlierc is a melKid of 'Viiing 
the nimd be known". AUiKrU al mem 
bers of the UIA get to know tins heUg^* 
each election is hrio. And most t4 them 
take the government Ine. 

Kabnadi's entry wns indeod every 
sudden. AHhougli there w;«i« a lunKHii iii 
that effect circubtnig through the IfiA. 
he had all along <li*nie<l it Acitrdmg u» 
sources m the 10 A. he was waning ii» tie 
ratified presideni of the Amalisir Atlile 
tics KediTalaiii ig India ^^A¥U hefoiv 
announcing iHscandnUlurr. 

One pmnt I hat goes ngamsl Adit van is 
1 m aubdily to tommuncatv vfliTtivcIv 
wKh people. 1 >nr i>f the stones gisng 


round the lOA comdurs is that Adiiiaii 
lust India’s bid for the IW>4 ConniHin 
wealth Carnes. Alter the secretary to 
the department of sports. VaiadarajHii, 
had spoktm at the nu'eting to decuk' the 
vvnuc of the Coiiiiiitiiiwenith (iaiiK*s, 
spurts nunisler Mnrgarei Alva tiutiU' a 
strung plea for New Delhi. Hui Adilyan. 
wIhi w*a> supposed Iv make the olfic uil 
tad because it is ml tlie girvemnKMir bui 
the 10A winch has to make the plea, 
remained sikmi. Worse. Ih' i» re|x»rteJ 
to huve Ignored the wishe.s of seviMi 
iikiiibers of the CnTinKinweahh w'Im ii 
they gri'vled him before the inwlirig. A 
wave (W tlic hand cAild well h 

<h<niissal. All llK*<e sevvn voles went 
,igaio>i India. 

In thv' case ig sports leUcTatHins. tl 
amid Well Im' ciatHinal level iwrticipalion 
mtk’ sport vocu emed. h'oi the lOA. ii 
voukJ be mltinalKimt parltcipatKin. lluit 
wav, onlv outstaiuhng igx^rlspeisons 
wiHikj U' ehgihk* to contest pimis. Tlie 
idea that all sportsmen are weak admi* 
miraiors has to he dis|K’lleii. And this 
w’av. all spi»ftsmell would regain coiife 
deiKe m the fcih*ratiiais and tiK* 10 A. 
And tins will ml autonialuHy Uistjualify 
rsihiH'ians Alter all. tlrre xre people 
bkv K.r. Siiigli Dt'o iu fill I he hill. 
ArtJH $M I New CMW 


NOW ON SALE 



H-bman's era 

DIWALI SPECIAL 

NOVEMBER (FIRST) 1968 

A multJf»c«d bump«r Issue aglow with a gllttaring bonanza of 
Innovative Ideas on how to celebrate the festival of tights... 

With special articles on deeoretlon, preparation of sweats^ 
entertaining and with heartwarming short stories,It will 
add a great deal to your joyous mood. 

Buy a copy yoursetf and for your friands too, 

H wttt be a ¥efy wa/coma gift. 

bVbman's era 

Builds your personality • Builds a happy home. 


««e*Te-ia 
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Quality. Technology. Innovation. 

Bharat Electronics^ new 3-pronged identity. 





A company syno/^mous with the stale^pthfort 
in eiecironks. we are now poised for acceimted 
growth. Through a series of new Mliathes. 

Storting with our vibrant new symboL Embodying 
our commitment to excellence on many fronts: 

Qatllty in all our activities. 

Technology of our products and production 
processes. 

Innovetioa in our RdD. for greater self reliance. 

This is the thrust our new symbol represents... 
ushering in an exciting future, taking off on our 
dynamic present. 


Bharat Bactronica Limited 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 6 NOVEMBER ISdSBV AMRITLAL 



Aftin (21 MarcJi-29 April) 

You wrfi suller meoul sitajn 

this week The prores&onei 

ftoni w<ll be d^slurbeO too. 
You would do weV to shelve 
love end romance lof the moment Pro^* 
ly matters m«y also cause anxiety You 
may lose a few valued inends as a result ol 
your 0ut8pokenr>fl5s You are advised lo be 
paiieni and lo wan lor belter limes 
Qeod dim: 6. A ar>d lO 
LeeiiV numbers: 3. 6 and 7 
Favouneia dlreetfen; West 


l£0 (21 AeiMl} 

Your earlier efforts wii^ 
meet with ogtstahd'og sue* 
[•Wft ^ cess Uvs week 6ut. >f you 
are not ceretui about what 
you say or write, you mtghi rose a lew 
friends You ni> 9 h 1 lace problems whie 
deavng wnh lanMy membefs Tour neaHh 
may suffer e$ a resuR or overwork You are 
a^ised a^^st being impuisrve. 

Bood detei: 6. 7 and 9 
Lacky aembtrt' 3 6 and 9 
Fmsrsbis dlreettea: East 




lAfiinAAIUS 121 Novam* 
bar—20 Oeeemberl A ^jr^uj 
measure of loilune ami 
success is in store lot you 
this week Friends and ac* 
Qua niances will be yOur source ol mspm 
lion Do not hesitate lo compeie with 
Olhers as the limo promises good resultri 
Guard egamsi eocidenis Pay stiention to 
orofessionai details 
fieed deter 6. 9 and 10 
lecty numberv i . 3 and S 
Favoereble OIrMlleti: Konh*eA$i 


w 


TAtIRUO (21 ApHI—20 Hey) 
lack ol fur>d6 may hold you 
beck kom implementing 
some or your long cher¬ 
ished pirns The lime, 
howover. 1 $ favourable for those who ere 
seeking empioymeni kave and matrimo* 
nisi irisirswiii make steedy orogrees Legal 
cases, if any, wni be soivM m your favour 
You are advised lo conserve your re¬ 
sources 

Deed dales: 7. $ ond n 
lueliv numbers: 1 , S and 6 
FavoureMi direoiloe: Nonh 


VIA60 (21 Asgist—21 

lefiembet) 

You wMi enioy good com* 
peny lh*s week Too much 
of lOeansm er^ righleouS' 
ness may hinder your progress Youareeii 
set 10 lane uo r^ew eruMienges Mntry 
opportiirvkes lor change wiH come your 
way. do not fntiet them away You are 
advised not to gei ir>vc*ved m pokhcai or 
controversrel issues 
Good dates; 9. iQ and i2 
le^ ntmlen: S. 6 and 8 
Ftvoerable dliacHoa; South west 


^ CAPRICORN 121 Dicembsr— 
20 Jiauiry) You have 
reasons to be worried this 
week The oiTiiudo of your 
wen w She'S will cause 
nr^mcly You Will fool lonely Even family 
rnemoers will be relatively aloof Errors 
made m the pasi muy lake a hoavy loll un 
you However, you wiu find comfort m the 
company of ycur loved ortes You are 
advised to face youi prohiems 
Oeod deist 6. R mo 
Lucky (wmbsrt: 3 5 md 7 
FavMribiB dirseltaa: West 


fiEMINI (21 May—20 Jent) 

iJItTvS prepared lo undertake a 
Qp \ 'lew kif^oi assignment this 

/" Jn week The time « npe for 
W creaiive work You win gam 

fioanciaiiv Mailers ol the heart and those 
reiaied lo ycur family are won atgri'fieo A 
tricky problem may arrse. end you wrH do 
welt to rely on yOur miuition You ere 
advised 10 plan a ] 0 uir>ey as thai may be 
the answer lo one of yojr pr-rsemg prob 
lams 

Good deles: 8. lO and 12 
Lucky twmbers: 2. 3 ar>d « 

Fivouribie diredloe: South 


LIBRA (21 Scstemeer—20 
Orteber) Yo»< will overcome 
all youf problems Ihis 
week The time <s particu* 
isrSy levOvraNe ku mteiec 
iueis end those connected weh ihe arts 
8ui you are advised lo be lecifuf and to 
guard agamsi deceit Your efforts «HI be 
crowned wrth success, provided you go 
about youf work win dedrcetion. Do not 
buM cashes m the an Crncentrate on 
luiure plans 

BflOd dates; 10 , n end 12 
Leeky numktn: * € and 8 
Ftvoerable dIreeUea: North 


AQUARIliB (21 Janeirv—20 

Fcbruarvl Somearw cio»e 

to you Will cause anxioiy 
8ui ihai Will he amply i.om- 
pensaied by the otlecfron 
./in undcetarid'ng of new InondS A parti¬ 
cularly tivourapif' phasii fur invest me nt$ 
You can afford to lakv reasonable risks 
Your domestic from will noi be liee Irom 
trouble New responsih>iiti«s may nave to 
be shouldered You will gain financrafty 
Look alter your health 
Seed dates: 7 ii and i2 
Leeky iwmbers: S. 7 and 9 
FavMribia dIrectlOQ: Nonh 




CANCER (21 Jane—20 Jaly) 
Provided you take reason* 
able risks on the proles- 
sionaf front, a lair measure 
of success >s in store lor 
you Financial gams are likely. The advice 
Of a friend may help you solve a presamg 
j problem. Letters will bn ng good tidi ngs and 
I you are advised to keep up your corres- 
' pondence with both fnends and relatives 

I Good dales: 7. 8 and 9 
Lucky nuffibirt: €. s and 9 
Favoerabie dirictton: North-west 


SCORPIO (21 Oclebsr—28 
Nov em ber) you may incur 
tmer>ciai loss tt>>s week e$ a 
result 0 ( lauRy planning m 
the past Bui opportuoibes 
to make amends wil come your way The 
tKr>e 16 oerticutarlv lavouratee kx those who 
are seeking |ob& You wib benefit through 
the good offices ol someone m au9>ontY 
You are advised noi lo get mto dispuies 
Good 8attt: 7 8 and 10 
Umky Mnbffs: 2. e end 6 
Feveenbfe' dkeedeti: Soutk*eesi 



PISCES (21 Fibrvary^d 
Mtrcit) This Will l^e a very 
busy and fteciiu wnok Be 
prepared lor unforeseen 
(roubles The lime i$ 
lavourabfe tor ihoso who are appearing lor 
examinations You may have lo undertake 
•1 tourney You will benetn through an 
unexpected source love and matnrnor^ial 
affairs ate r>ot well signified 
HM dalK: 6. 8 and 11 
iMky numbers: 2, 3 and 7 
Feveerebls dlrscifon: South 


SUr Partnert: Tinnn-Lko 


Both being stubborn, there ere chances of s few hasted argvmenis Neither should try to reform me other fnsieed. me Leo womeh 
should be undersiandmg tnd lhe Taurus men should cnMroi hrs Mry tamper However, they will share a cornmon desve icr i happy 

domeebc Me 
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ODDS AND TRENI« 


Crashing image 

ayucli»)t hiis lrr .1 ^t) mi 
purUtit cbfht. As|>.tit<ifilh’ 
birHi I'enit'iMis 
of jaw;{|i.*irbl Ndini. tIk* liKh 
an in I .ili utci (>.kI 

pUniH^d ui usi' JthIm'n ihinl 
.tirl] ru • I o .iirlil ( | rfii t ^ 

loSliilhMkb; lor .in 
('xhihiltori In U Ih M Uu i 
Ihisiiviolh All wa^ wrRiill 
I’MU'loIX'j. whi'Ti'lisasUT 
sinuk. 

A Vflvwiool lAikht'i 
Krk'iHlsthiir .invniU oii;i 
rnulinc HikKi Iroru Sih lvir to 
(vuwnluiUiTUHlU'il, and ^ilh 
tluil ii)v rcM>lutKMuif(h(* 


N \ I 



Ittdian Miisr'um aiithdniK's. 
NdlhiiiK. II Mxined. would 
niaki* tlioiii take i'haiui‘i> 
with Oh* rare exiMinis The 
i rash made Ihtni have 
second IhinrKhls •'itniul Iht* 
reiMlxUlv uikI safety of air 
servK'cs in I In* count ry 
'I'Ih'v cnukln'l take the risk of 
IcmMiK iiiirt of India’s l>entai(e 
til an unrehabk' airline which 
IS iiHTeasinkdy facing flak for 
Its ]KKir otkeralKMial nimns, 
(riven Vayudiart’s triak 
cord, (an anyone bkinK* the 
decision <>( the museum au* 
llxinties? 


Festival impact 

ridouhtedly. (he much 
iouled Ke&livals of India in 
the USA, japan <md the 
USSK have been the pran- 
de^l cultural shows ever put 
lip tiy the country in foreijtn 
lands. 'I'be objectives were 
perhaps both; a KUt^ntic PK 
exercise m iniematKina] 
underiianding ur merely tu 
bnntt two nations and its 


VAYUWOT 


|H . 4 jk*s (loser. While no 
« 1 incites are readdy aval- 
.ink', the Kestivah liave cost 
. ii«ie> to the cxcheijuer. 

Hm has an^tiAe woodered 
jhout the actual impact these 
jiHni ln<hu>' have had on the 
Aorncans, theJapoAesvand 
tlK' Kussufts? ()r i*Kt’ vtrsa? 
Market n-seaich is the name 
oJ ihe itamc Ihesi* days. 'Jlte 
odvctlLMiis axcncy Sistas has 
iinderiaken a rmvel pnijca'i • 
in (hi* four Indian metros- (o 
n H Hirtor the Kesiival t tl ihi* 
USSk to ijiiuer the impk 1 w 
has had on Indians’ percep. 
tions and mlrri'st m Russia 
The pretenmary fmrhiuck indi* 
cuti a pi^iiive response. 

I'be final rexuN« sltMiuld inmv 
up with more interest init de* 
lads. 


Donkeys ^day 

The day bclonited to the 
donkeys frcHn Uujarat. The 
thousand h<»rMii and rrfXi 
mules were no instch.lor 
theM’ hot kivuurites n the 
Donkey MeU held at 
LuniaWtis in Yaiiyfaner rrfeuf 
<rf Jaipur (list Act menily. 
Held annually, this century* 
i4d lair at 1 rw' Is merchants 
from reiiM He viUatf(*s c d I Inar 
Prudcsli. Gujarat. Madhya 
lYadesh, l^inpihand Kajas* 
than. 



While stmiDr fairs at Kola, 
Mathura and Aura do ivn 
Riposi tvstrkiaeison tht* 
knid of anurnds snirl this one 
at 1 ,Ulna was ts uniqui*. m (hat 
4 mly donkeys, mules and 
hoik's evchanpe hands. 

Whik’ a partHular donkey 
fenlied a prve as luidi as Rs 
i.unt. uibet owi)ent 4 (H» 
siriK'k cood harjums. (ru* 
jarat's donkeys easily stok* 
the show with nwrchanis 
from al (nt.*r the* i’ouiitry 
trvmtf t<» ooiM t*ach other to 
huy ihes<*animiils. HmvcviT. 
wiial was most surprliunK 
was the U*t tliai there was 
not a ^ude buyer fnmi the 
slate which lud pci'duii'd the 
bi’Sl donkeys 

No one (luestained this 
peculiar trend. IVy were 
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•5AMT1PUR Thto Is a tutorial home wih « ddforeoce H 
ctaena to Impiri iraminQ in copying m a pnodam and 
scientific wayf Accordmp to leahst edverHsemenis. ihoee 
who atup Ihev ctasaes and would yet Hw to past then 
examinatione. thoulO conttci (he luional home immediale- 
ly—Amnii 6uar P^frUa (Shyemaf Gupta. BurOwtn) 

e6£LGAUM. A pomaiy achooi teacher m Sue dwinct has 
not reported tor duty for eiphi years He « said to be on 
medical leave Reveateng (hes at a put paoshed meeting, a 
mem^ also told the others that the headmaster of a 
imddte school had come to the school drunk— 
Express (V.V Kadam. tegakxei 

•MADRAS* A woman whose nusoano is asve, secureo a 
medical seal under the 'destitute v>d widow' category by 
produciog s 'widowhood certdicaie'i Prem Anendi. who 
had got adm<sak)A m Corfnbatore Medicei CoUege m 
1 $86*87 on the basis of tha caitificaie . was Asmiaaed from 
the coUept after the Madras High Court isfadsd ths 
document as falsa— The HMduffsn 7imes(B.8 L Sharma. 
New Peiul 

•w»iU<siwi»>wigia>»u 


busy apf^uding (be mer* 
chant, Hakuram Pushram^ 
he had bought 140 donkeys! 


Husbands' 

nefrfs 

: Dowry deaths, harass- 
I iiwntbyin*laws, driven to 
' Kutcideby their spouses.,, is 
: I his the hit of I he fairer sex 
akine? 

No, says the Defb^based 
Akiul Hharliya Palm 
Alvsibar Vidrohi Morcha. 
vrhK'haims to highlight Uie 
air<xilw*sc(imini( 1 ed on men 
b)' (heir svives and relplivei. 
Aci * irdmg to K. P. Chiigh. 
general secretary of the 
HHivemeiU. it ha^ become 
Btiperauve on the pan of 
husbands to put up a united 
from agHinsI the enmes 
perpetr.aed them by their 
wives. 



AKHUKWUrrtA’ 

«T®W« 
VU«MI 



WWe society had been 
guUMe enough to believe 
tha( it was always the woman 
who hrhi been wronged, what 
it often overlooked was that 
in nearly all the cases (he 
husband had been victimised, 
In extreme cases, a man 
would be implicated in false 
cases of dowry demands, and 
even muider at the hand^ of 
hn wife and her paramour. 

The organisation has cal* 
led for (he closure of the 
DeOu police's crime against 
women cell, because it feels 
ft is not really needed. So, if 
you are a husband and think 
you have been grveii a nw 
deaf, do not despair: the 
AkM Bhaniya Patni 
Atyachar Vidrohi Morcha will 
give you a fik hearing. 















RANDOM NOTES 


MUORARAKSHASA 


Strange 

directive 


T he Hyderab.*Kl tiffici* <>( 
(Ih* 'I'l'IuKU I>csani chn*} 
mil list or N.T. Knnw Kao rv* 
evnUy :i raihtr 

sii imwAreclive. NofrHjndJi- 
tum !vioiie>|iiyint2 or iiiauKural 
function ^hiuld h«* ormni^ 
by MTiy (iDpHriiiKiU wiihoui 
thi* coDst'iil ol tU* n*k*voni 
rmnisicr. KMd the order. 

$jr<nn)>li»d thiK w;i>; 
Ihv luali'v Ix'iweeii diffcivni 
im*mbciN of N I H * Cabuic! 
over who wouM liiy fouiHla* 
lion hIoiws hir vanouK pro* 

«. 'IVnHHHi I iin hijHi an 
uTK^mii^crs of A<ink' of Ihr 
pn>Kr'imnii>» did iHit i^ven 

inviif ihe iiimiKivii^ con* 
ccrn(*d. '\'ii prah the bim- 

litfht. even diKirKi ehainoen. 
MLAs iind iiiindnf chairnK'*! 

pre>idi*d ov«.t ual:i iH cariHMia 
without so mot h ns Udhrmik! 
lo infonn shite oiinKtcrs. 

Some ixjfmiMl ohsTfMis 
feel liial Ix nitti miiiisler iJt 
VeiikyU'Swoid Kno itot Iht* 
<Mder issued lo cramp llir 
slyle of Chandrahohu 
Naidu who has iiii nsirv 
nhboio. than the riiou 
Minister honst^ff. I'he two 
men - both sotis m-lnw of 
N'j'K—are bititr rivaJs. And 
tfiiAi^h ii«M Ml Ihi* Kovem* 
UK'Ml. Nnidu wields emv- 
in HIS ckiiU. 


Anwar’s 

reserve 


W hy has the 6ihar 
PCC(l) chief, Tarki 
Anwar, shaved his mous* 
(ache? The story goes that 
Anwar took the eirtreme 
step when Hihar chief minis* 
ter Bhagwai Jha Azad started 
having prot^ms with dis- 
sentuig partytnen. The dis* 
senters^'WeH aware of the 
chief minisiers unfriendb- 
ness towards the PCCfl) 
chief—have started bol^ 
up to Anwar as their ieader. 
it ia learnt that some diaai* 






Aso; capping IMfl) power*? 




Arnwr: prewisss to keep 
dent Congressmen even re* 
quested Anwar (u convwKe 
the high command to gel rid 
of Bhagwat Jha .Azad. Anwar, 
in turn, has made a irarase 
that he wil not grow his 
moustache til he accom* 
plishes his mission. 

Changing 

customs 


B i'ing a membi^ (if the 
Indian Peace Krepmg 
him* (IHKKi has ahvays 
been a heav> duty job h— 
never quite as tieavy n 
becunw of bte. Customs au* 
ihorkws at both Madras port 
and the Tambsram air kirre 
base have been unsparmg in 


levying duiws on hI vh-«lro* 
me ipKid« that oflV'ers of tin* 

fi^KK have bi'en Imotfing 
back nowadays I'hcu was .1 
tmie when dw kibhIh’s wtoe 
aBowed duty-frtv (Hit now 
th(> i4d cushsa as it wt re. 
Ins dunged. Krn’ent fiksis 
by fPKP (MTHiirmel iful thei* 
he* aHoweu '‘siiuN iiKTie's'* 
fie nuking Me* and knib .'in* 
fahng on ik'af ears. 

Kecentfy. a <r4(Hiel bHv1i*fl 
at Tambanm wAh about half 
a dozen VCKs ei tow. He 
was slipped Ks ^.lam |ier 
set. a rallK*r k'laeiil k*vv as il 
would have cusi a mdun 
upwards of Ks liMKXl. Hut 
some'Jl'KK men Ivnv lxi*n 
satisfied with noihiiie h*ss 
than a c'>nkil(*tc w’aivet. Ab* 
nui a munih ago. «i sc raor 
customs officer wa» 
assaultcd by some nx^iberv 
of the force when hr n K*d li> 
slap duty on goods they we: e 
trying to smuggle in, Ihr 
hapless ofTw'er wus iniured iny 
Ihr attack and had to y 
be rushed to a hosph^ 
kir treat ment, ,'' 


Rao breaks his 
vow 


E v(*r suHvhegol def ruled 
in I lie mi Lok Sribb.i 
clectuins, rxlernal iiflaiis 
rmniiderl'.V Norusimha K;io 

liad C(rW»*(| IH'VVI lo visii hu 

h o ni I* s I ii I e. An d h 1 u 
l*radr*h. Now, Ik* mn*iiis to 
have iKokrri liis proriii«r: Ih* 
was seen recently confer 
niig w'lih (lartv k*ndii» «ii 
Hydi*iub:Hl lo •w'Ivct a rH*w 
l*CC<lidurf. a fin J. Wiigala 
Ka<j's rxii 

Afi«*r Vi*hgaii Kaos ri** 
ignjiiion* frotii ih<* ^uriv ponl 
was iH'ci'pUd l>V' tlx* liigfi 

command, Kajiv (taniihrs 
lask of finding a sui'C(*siHor is 
IrctHiiing more ,niJ uiorr 
CMiiplh'atrd i*vi*r> ikiy wtiIi 
vanuiis power group*! 111 die 
Htaic Slaking lh(*ii ikiinis. 
Narfl'^tmha Na(» fui'i*!( an 
iSHTous {A'sk indeed 
Whoever becomes llu* 
l*CC(U chief will find it rather 
tough to handle a highly 
dlsorgaiusrd pnrls i^utlit. 

lh:<uiiity has lM*(*n mi pui 

niHini*(>rt III tlw AKLtli thu 
iIh* nvsif ImiKHi tixik oui 
pf(H%*ssii^ns (o icoKive Veil* 
gaki K;ki from the presi- 
dcnlship.p 
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WUIMenaka 
come back to 
the Congress 
foM? 

S iTtht*:. .'tIkI |{cisMp 
riH>MKors :iu> 
kil ol r ltr«i 

nirrUnk iH’iwi'ri} MemikJ 
(t;nKllii ;iik) S«iom l»arK9ii 
Yes. Soni;i (»iiiirlhi! Ilk* Iwn 
<il tih* <«»!>• 
<llll frflllllY IIH*t .It H 

siHul ^iS.itlk'niii; .ind uveii 
dulled l«< :i whik* 11 k’ 

Ki’H|x*vi]ie il Iful Meru^ka 

IX omimA' Ivirk h> iht* Oifi' 
HCi »^. Siiire Meruka and ht*r 
(n^nd Aktiiir 1 lumpy' Ahme^ 
•ire nm on veiy M<KKi Termit 




f- w • 

. V-. - 


Hi 


wln*rel)v i( i.in k(r]) 
Ml hxMlk with V.}’, Snieh hul 
H>*ii with Ciinndra 

^iK’kkii al the Matk- iHik*. 
I1 m’ nun .'Klin^ ax Ilk* pnn 
I i)).fl mlemieilury lii’lwi'rn 
iIm* iwi> ifl'iHips IS aMtuxlnAl* 
isi iuinn) MnrjiLi. tiwruTiH 
ffk' AlIvnitHm tk'Sfxttvh Mat 
CfXineriind Ch.nflh tkituy.i 
i lk’ iiliifi wav lutulk'd in 
ll;mi^ak>U’. dumj; ilk* II 
Oi’ioher OpiniMiitm eon* 
I'iriVi*, w’Ih’II Ilk; J.iiMla It'jl 
Wiis InriiK’d. Morarkn 
aiMMKtil a iikviink! hi*twi‘i*ii 
Chnixlra ^'Mtii jnd KX. 
h.iki ^imI SkiHKl YjiLiv. lit 
I*. keH known hi Ilk* r;<|jftarx 
('ii<k*N Mmi J'vii^ and Yadav 
<ir<’ very lUtsi* in rnch 
i*{lH-r. I 

1 wo tlnvx kiler. ClkUklr.i 


I 





, Heneka end $onla Qandhi. • change of mIndT 


wiili V.r. SiriKli and Arun 
Nohru, Mrs Itandhi’s 
esli.ingt-d dauj?liter in-Uw ts 
looking out Utr ^irovncr pas* 
(urcs, 11 IIS st*ems tn be the 
M'asoii l<M Ihe return ol the 
pKkliKals. 

Devi Lai's 
feelers 


O l klU’. Ilicto h.iNr hrt’ll 

li'iv|iU’ii 1 p.ilU vs Ik’* 
(Wi'on iiioinlH’is till lU’xi 
IhiI liStHMi aiu! au’lk nv.il 
lIuikIi.i Sliokli.it Hk' Lil 

Mw\i\i li.iH I'luiki'd nut a ik*u 


Shokh.ii Ilk*I Ka’ Ti.ip 
(ivt.im 11k' nkfklUN a^.im 
WMs Morarku. wIhi made 
arian^i'iuonts Im l'v.i£i\ 

Slav in Korn Ilk v. Tho 

)fta|M*vnk' luiv ii (Ku Chiindra 
sik’kiui :uul Ih’M IjiI art* 
l^l.miiiMK lo Msii lkilh;i ilho 
l«)r inorV c. ms I it uo ih s > to 
catii: M|> .'itbiinsl V.l* SkudL 


Raj Babbar’s 
new role 


P ilmstar Kaj Babbar bkea 
to think he IS ihe son of a 
tanner. At the brmers* nSy 



0 e*< Ui win C*WA 0 r» Shehherfieftj. new ehategiee 


on the lawns irf Iht* Boat 
CMk V.K Sin^h was nol 
alkwved to spi'sk by Tikait s 
lieutenants on the ioikjnds 
tlial the raRv was of a nufi* 
pobtical nature. A pertur 1 >ed 
bmgh left the datx. bui he did 
not 0 ve up: he ikvi actor Kaj 
Habbar l» address the 
peasants. But Hahhars 
speech was nol without its 
im*onfEruitiex. For msUnce. 
he ranted, in irue tStmr style, 
that he was ihe son (4 a 
farmer. IV truth is Hab- 
bar's fatlier works in Ihe 
railways. 

Bibber: lewweCi ton? 



Mishra’s 
faux pas 

W ill IK VI t Di J.k(i!ruiniith 
Mk^hr.k iipeiis his 
iiHkith, hi* iKilx Ins l<Hi| in il. 
till M iK’iotx'i, Ai ii suiiiimr 
<ni chxioinl lehirms th l^nt 
iLi. Mi'.hiii biiiK'hi’d iiUo it 
k*iiuiliv tiiiidc u^iIuhi the 
liiuli lomnuiui .md tin* |irfi1v, 
miH't) t(» tlk* I'liih.'irmxsmem 
of Contrevsitien who hiid 
K.ilhert'd ihtii*. Mislira 
stjiriHl his s(h*i*i!i hv ?u>jumfct 
tM It w.ould bv wnni^ for 
lU' cncki’lei son ol HhaK^*'^! 
Jlu Azarl. Kim Az;id. to 
Uir i|h‘ hveleiiiiMi Irrxn 
l^ii iK*'^pur fur ihc Uik Sahha 
veat. He ti'iiiarked thal the 
Coii]<r<*ss Injzh lommund 
was ilnnum'iK tlx* interests 

of Tlk* |iany hy nol itkin^! <i 
fmii stand «i>;«'iinst terrorists. 
TK* pro-Azad Coniffessmen 
w'er»\ hf»we>x*r. happy at this 
uiiexikcted turn of events. 
IIk* man iiKiat perturbed 
was I'itriq Anwar, vi’h<i had 
for some time been i’am- 
pat^nnk! fur Miahra to nvl a 
0 mkI post in iJelhi, Air war 
lias now made it ck*ar to 
(Weryone in Delhi that Iw it 
ivii responsible for Mishra's 

views a 
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COVER STORY 41 

PLAIM SPEAM^r 


I^nriK* Minister Khjiv G^Ddhi 
speaks (rfi 9 wide ran|{e nf 
(iipK'S—Hofiirs. llie twii Anns, 
SdtishShanna. Anuubh Ikiohdwn 
and (he Cianiz oi pour and much 
niui'h mun*. 


SPECIAL REPORT 12 

OOGAWKERSMAKE 

VOTERS? 




Riyiv Gandhi's re^rnl inp tu Tamii 
Nirtu drew larjic CTMwds Hut be 
IS 1 H)I sure whether this wili mean 
a larxe number iV vules fur hi* 
parly in the ensuing Assembly 
polls in (he stale. 


NEWSBEATW 

MALE MACHISMO 


India intervtfnes tu crush a cuup 
atlempt in The Maldives. 


AVIATION 29 

SEARCH FOR CAUSES 


New leads into what led (n the 
recent Vayudooi crash. 


COMMENT 
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Goiitp Sveet Mi So«r Khusbww Singh 9 
Ob tbe Une KuMip Nsyar 18 
SAfbtaBdSeoBd lU 
SiflBtif IHfYTS 


ENTERPRISE 65 

A QUIARATI 


OTHER DEPARTMENTS 
WMMwBjoteglOl 

m 




Cautvn Patole 
ArtwerfeD.S. Tlupa 


Led by Dhinibhai AmtMU M 
keliance. PnfulShahU 
Garden-Vareh. tiid Karsanhhii 
Paiel of Nirnta, the convDunity ii 
wel on hi way tu re*estabhshiAg 
its entrepreneurui feadershtp. 






Itelmid twery hero's dannft 
escapade is a btUe'known 
siuntman who risks his Irfe tune 
and aftam. 


PEOPLES? 


THE STAR EVADER 






1*iiu Munim is charited with 
vwilalintt loreutn exchange rules. 


PROFILE 66 

SWAMY AND FRIENDS 

N<ibody tells H quite kke 


bubramanism 5wamy dues. 


BOOK EXTRACT 90 

HOSTILE NEIGHBOURS 


Stepan Philip Cohen examines 
Indo Pak relations in the 
perspecli ve M tlie seeuhi > of 
South Asia. 


Khui BMfdJ 
Spotlight M 
SnndtywMk lui 
Oddj and Trcfida 99 




























9 llv |ifv9em suttf ()f 
affairs at tKmrdamhan b a 


LETTERS 


PropagafMla 

machin# 

T ill* ii»vvr sliiry providiH] 

,f t.HKKj insikshi iri(4i ifH* 
luivU(Hiin>!(}( t)iMirclarHlviii 
I TIk' itHHlniiii IS Itk' 

'l^ih uAn n Ncnvever^ 

i; Inik'il ui hiBlkhi;hi thi* piissi- 
bk» UiT Hhsisluir 

(rhciah » sudden cxii. IV 

incumpriflK’itsibk* tranvf(»r uf 
Ikjor^rsb.fhH direclur 


kvichciiH any explanation. 

On the other hand, the 
l&H ministry coidd nut have 
dismissed Qvjsh for less 
s owTdfBC (/ the Prime Minis¬ 
ter fxt’ause all one sets to 
set* on television these days 
IS Kajiv (iajidhi. and rnort* 
Kjjivtiandhi WImI the nilmjz 
parly tails to realise is that 
IcleMSkin 1*311 neither ensure 
elect oral tnumph. nor lead to 
apuUdehaile. I'heiM'^of 
the hour n lo provide mure 
autonomy to Ikiordariyn m 
the seleclHin of proBrHmmes. 
•. OmttK I99mf 


9 No bureaucrat, howwyrv- 
et efCK'ieni he may be. n 
indispensable. Dourdarshan. 
however. wiH bt* the kisei as 
a result r>f Hluiskar (ihosh s 
transfer before 1 he expiry of 
hts term. U is well known in 
poktK al eirdes that when an 
offk er IS transferred before 
his term, it is becduse he has 
annoyed (hose m poMlMts of 
authority. MuchtoihechaK* 
rw of the authorities. Ghn^ 
tried to make tkxirdarshan 
mto an oulunonious uni. 


stamina occupy a pis*uul 
posilMin m Belling a spcel- 
spersun in tiip f«inn and sure* 
ly (here are ways and means, 
both qualitative and quantita¬ 
tive. of Bet I inB < lAtself m top 
I gear. So what ts ihtoiiB if 
druBS are als<i one of dwm.^ 
1 *oday. d dni^s are hamwd. 
tomorrow u iiuy bir the (uni 
of speedW dieh -ir^ c%‘en tiH* 
extent ol exerci.v an athlete 
puK A. 

Itie role rd anabi ibi' sier • 
(ids m muscle buddmit jtid 
stimubt inK viffour is siiK l* a* 
troversial. Also, there are 
hxipholes m tesiuv camped- 


ters who were earlier strip¬ 
ped of their pold medals. 

PiMhMJtMttar. MMrvt 
(VtUf^ndMlU 

If imj xmmMmmmmm 

Need for 
•tringont laws 

A proptra your report U 
he;7tio.*e. 9--15 
October), it is lime the jenv- 
ernment sat up and lofk 
notKc (d the rensuns behind 
ifw Hidnr massac re. I'hcre 
are two reasons lor the 
mayhefnr social and econo* 
mx' 6t Hitfu I ion of one Broup 


sn vcmbiiv* i wa/i 

televisKA has become the 
must unporunt meduim nf 
mass commumcatHA. Eyeb* 
renvs were naturaB)* rais^ 
over (he hasty manner in 
which Hhaskar Ghosh was 
shifted and the glib with 
which Rsniayvj was Rranled 
a ^h-episode extemkiiL 
When the Bovemment itself 
n relucUM to hand over the 
second channd to state kov- 
enments. its own action 
^les not speak well tor ksed. 


«r**r •V'.'' 

Counter^view 

i t IS diOictdt (o undersiand 
the rationale behind the 
(k^ 1 esi in enmpeutive 
sports (The scandal Otyni' 
pti-s. 16—22 October). A 
compeittion as the word im* 
pbes is an attempt to try and 
outclass one's opponeid and 
one has to work towards (hat 
end. Physical strength and 


Ban Jen na oe. eypto 01 eopsdt 

tors for druR abuse apart 
from the tact that dischmina* 
lion is practised. U is time 
the Inleraaboiul Olympic 
Commitlee lifted the bw on 
dope, or else the world wiR 
see (he end of competitive 
sports. 

Or m s. MamMw dhrShy. 


n On the one hand, the 
Seoul Olympics WiR be re¬ 
membered lor its grandeur, 
and on the other. f<H' Us 
dopinB scandal. About ten 
cases ofdopinR, tiree of 
which cost athletes their 
medals, cast a jElauRiy sha¬ 
dow un the jvoceedinBs. 1'he 
numerous aisUnces of dniB 
abuse have proved that fur 
some players winnne is far 
nwre inportam than partiri- 
patiftB. ThouRh one <anno( 
nde out Ihe possibikty of 
some deception a ben John¬ 
son's case, one wonders why 
he dedmed to lean a leaaon 
from (he BulftVttA weiBhtlif* 


overulhers, and eve* 
teasuiR. While Ihe former is 
worsened by the state Ruv- 
emmcTit whk’lt allows total 
monopoly to one particular 
community in institutions of 
hiieher kamins. Ihe latter 
abounds under the safe cover 
of an fiMtffeciive judicial sys¬ 
tem. 1'he problem calls for a 
l^tical approach. The new¬ 
ly c<Astitut^ Law Commis¬ 
sion under the chairmanstup 
of Justice Thakkar would do 
well to eradicale this 
proMem. 


T he columnist points out 
that many Indians were 
not even aware of (be exist* 
ence of acme island countriea 
till their names were men¬ 
tioned in the IM of medal 


Bhsshar OAOSA: WwnlM Ool 

Bener;il iiHhcatcs the Ivh* 
Ivmdvdness that Maiidi 
House is often subiccled to. 
What IS disturbrns is the bek 
of decorum that was shown 
whik» dismissiAB a person of 
such a hiRh rank. 

Khaskar Ghosh, in all bir- 
tiess. It must be said, acted 
according to mndeknes rjf the 
govemmeiu. However, it 
was during Mr Ghosh 8 te¬ 
nure that the 'myth uf liber¬ 
alisation' was floated by 
t>(H>rdarshan in the forin uf 
pro^nnimes kke /an vanf. 
Newshne snd Ssch ki par- 
chhaiyan. all uf which were 
subsequently discontinued 











winners in the Secnjl (Hym* 
f^UBvhne. 16—22 0i'lo. 
bur). He bmems that n 
h)S countrv bhe India faikfd to 
earn even a single medal, and 
even w* Mider t M ilic under¬ 
lying causes. 

Lei us noi shed exaujer' 
aied (ears over the fact ihai 
(he Indian (Ljk was never 
seen (lutlerinK even once 
over ihe Seoul t llympic vir- 
lory pf>diuin. There are more 
AslressinK rruiters on hiind 
A true palnoi should wurry 
more About (be fact tlui ihe 
ruuritry is m ihi* midsi H a 
ft(h’io*p<ilitK'al crisis. 
m. am&9n, Crn^m 

spirtW!;* 

Ban it 

undemocratic 

I rendlheanicle un Sal¬ 
man Kushdiv H niivel with 
iiuvresi f Verse i/rwiifftv/ 

Hi 22()ct<iber> Theban 
Oh The SitSfiK Versus 
undenunTdlk . India refused 
to send (is DaviM Cup team lu 
Israel txaause it did ml want 
to hurl the sentimenls the 
['alvbUiiians. Now it ut the 
seniiment of the enure Isla* 
mil isimniunuy whu h is at 
.stake, (hie can’t help but 
wo'idvr il It IS really the 
sentimentH of t lie lalarmc 
coniiiiunity dial the tfoveni* 
ineiil cares about, or just 
simply the Muslim votes II 
IS lime (lie cianmumilisi Ccjfi- 
gresB (I) stepped down and 
paved the way fora m w 
party. 

% m n k MWu^w, OnlM 

■ The ban on the book by 
the Indian fiovemmenl only 
shows that the fundamenta] 
ri0il of expressing 
cMie's ideas in this so-called 
democratic country exists 
only in a theoretic^ form and 
can never be imptemented 
practically, llie reasen given 
for this unwarranted action is 
that the book might lead to 
an inimical and antagonistic 
attitude developing among 
some religkws sects wtik^ in 
turn could rise (u father- 
to burled communal feelings. 
Such a situation couM 
assume disastrous proper- 
(ions in the future. 


bronrelesiiS 1 n»in tiu Vmil 
Olympics f(hjl ofih i)!h .11 
K IoIh-i I 

Wlitiisn*S|MVisil>k‘foi III! 
dismal perlorm.iiiir ol tin 
Indian atliM vs? Kvorvonc 
has n diftitcnl juiswvr lo 
idler. In Hus rvspivi. ;i si'rit 
ence in a Lak ultii dadv im- 
pressed me: "It ismiMHi 
millHmiliidansliluM iiiai 
lers. but a couple at (Ik 1(H> 
who do mil afiow diese peo 
pie to progress," 

ItaM Am, AAvhMfirjr 

Elitist attHude 

A PI opus ihcai lnie ffow;- 

>ip ,V)d MtOI. 

Hi- 22<Vioheri. by|H*niiit> 
ling f'epsiCoio set up a food 


capital-CHJlpuieinislK^ 0 
the si^uodar^* st'Ctor, it 
opi’jrs that we are operating 
tft the ^senrr (d n vruhle 
tradeidf between tHiipkiy- 
nieni and i apiial use in the 
short run. 

Second, he has planted uut 
Ik’ (vsibenec of ilw iH'onumy 
bv ftavHigthal HiilalHHi was 
kept at l(ipcri'en( drsptte 
bsl yeai s dioughl. Uut the 
espenem e at Ik markei 
pUie ^lows ihjl Afbuion at a 
iun.serv.iliveeslmialv. aver¬ 
aged heiween 1 :s .uid 21 1 per 
cent. deiM’ixlmgiin ik* kMa¬ 
tvei. Ih inUii hasevidenity 
used tk* wholes* ptK'e hi* 
dex ft* IkspurpoH’. wlui'h 
c^uHvak mther lluui reveals 
ik* irui’ pKture. 


tW mar kiafW 
ih4 ttonvi 

However. Ihe real teawi 
(or mtpo&ing tk* ban i» (hai 
(Ik* goverwiKiil by Kk ailMm 
hopes to seiiiit* tk’ support 
(d Ik’ Muslim lommisnitv 
Tlte support id Ik Muskiis 
means ik ai quiHitHin of a 
larger mnnk'rof virfes for 
Ik nihng panv At ilie> mo¬ 
ment the govx'mmeni would 
do weH to giv'e ii|) Its Selfish 
molive» and strive to ii|dH)U 
the high elhx's iHishnned ni 
the Indian ConstiiulHm. 
CMn MwAmh. Muff* 

Myopk picture 

D THmialJakiii lias pre 
Mmted .<n aiiikvaik*ig 
and I on(us4.<d pki urt* of our 
econiKiiy fVk nwt whu 
stkTpetl litdu s (VotvinM'pDA- 
ry. 16—22<K*(oberl. He has 
iidmitled that einphiyiiK’nl 
generation in Ik orgainsed 
sector has liiagnated owuig 
(u increasing vafNlal uilensi* 
(y. whtcli resulted m 
labour dispfacrment. Coii< 
sidenngihat ik incremental 


A Menen ef n* ••ovi’Oevod HWaweooiiopant. «*m*i ffiowioQ 

priKX'Ssiiig and sidt dniik 
ciHKViitniie umi in I'uruitb, 
ik govemmi'iit Ihs I’nmiiiil 
led a gTH’Vous imsl;kke. 

SiHiK* miiusiiTs have ckMinml 
Lh;it a collaboration with Hep 
siCo will be more convenii’n! 
for Imki than with anv cither 
muliimiiional intk world, 
*l‘k quest Hin tif amvenieiHi' 
us trrelevam ka* Oik* won- 
ders why India should sei'k 
furcign technology in a field 
where there is no dearth <il 
technical knowhow, 
it IS clear that tk* g<iv<-m- 
ment in order to gratify ii 
section of the rich I’uiijah 
peasantry has entered uil'i 
this deal. Hut this decisioii 
wiH net help the peasants as 
much as it will knehi the 
rich landiords. This elitist 
attitude will only alwnatc u 
frum the comnuxi man. 

M( CifnrtU 


Who is 
responsibte? 

A s WAS expix'led. tk In- 
(ban coiumgent refumed 
gi4dle«s, JMiverlesK and 


Avallabto By Po«t (inlantf) 

Rs 262 tor i year (S2 nauiij : Re S04 for 2 mat* 
(lOdiMMoe) 

A/1 iiVHMi sAvMg of Ra 60 on Pie newsstand prloe 
Ro sta pe frae 
t iJdi'*»s yeuf wOf te; 


i 
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“Strength. 

The ability to meet challenging 
situations head-on. 

The drive to get what I want. 

These have all contributed to my success. 

Naturally, I opted for the strongest 
general insurance company. 

New India, of course! ’ 

A 1 (he h«<i rt of t ruiy successful enterprise. A nd (he first lo provide high • risk cove rs fo r t h c 

the re's always a st rone core of motiva tion... nation, as we II as en le rprisi n c in dividu a I n ... 

Boldness in (houent and aaion. Has resulted in unique pedicles for Satellites. 

Th c cou raee (o taxe on new challenges. An larct ic and Everest expedi lions. t ho I f i ina I a y a n 

Th c con fide nee an d t he i n novai i ve spirit to be Car R a 11v... eve n horticuit ure. 
the first in its field. It is ifiisa^mbinalion of boldness, strength and 

All this has made New India Assurance a innovative thinking, thal has made New India the 

Rs. $0() crore prem i urn compa ny—a nd t he leader largest general insu ra nee company. 

I n ge n eral i nsu ran ce i n I ndia. Bu 1. most i mportant, wi i h every cove r N c w 

Always the first with so many policies... such as India offers thal something extra... 
the CanccrCover, Un^rn Child welfare Scheme Thcpersonal touch, 

and the BorewelI ^heme—toname afcw.. And a genuineconcern for each and evcryonc. 

You name the risk. We insure it. 


NEW INDIA ASSURANCE 



A mAmBciiv me U nil* 




Bv«r>‘d 2 y you push ^ 

yx^ursclf - physically and 
menially Natundlyihc t 
pressure gets to yiH) v ^J 
Menu] and physical 
faiigue Tensitm. 


Prevents acldltv and 
digestion problems 

No nK>a* antacids and anti* 


This, along with other herbs in 
Chyawan Shakii, acts as a powerful 
immune-stimulant to build up 
resistance to common ailments. 


Digestion ' 

pr(rf)k*ms. Ia)W ^ 

resisuinc e toil Itu^s 

Thai's wliy pu need (ilirawan 
Shakii -rutturc'stmn lormuLi to 
fighi symptoms of siress-aeatet* 
with over 46 precious herbs. 
Hroughi to y(Xi b)' l>abur. 

Chyawan Shakii-combats 
stress, revitalises mind 
and b^y 

The effeas of stress on your nerves 
tan be disusirous, Oivawan Shakii 


ftaaiience pills. Herbs like resistance to common ailments. 

, Akarkan. Lavanga, Madhu and Fountain of youdi 
Muto Shi^i Ptshti prevent chyawan Shakii suR)lies you with 


acidity, help digestion, 
.stimulate appt^te, relieve 
gastric and ini^tinal pains and 
help regular bowel movement. 

Rich in Vitamin C 
to fight Illness 

Who needs orange juice! 

Chrjwan Shakn has an 

hHu ndamr of Amla< 

the richest source of • SN 

Vitamin C 


Iron, Calcium, Minerals, 
Magnesium, Phosfrfiorous and aas 
as an all-round h^lth tonic. 

Keeping you feeling young 
and raring to go. And 
since it (s wholly natural, 
there are no harmful 

i rVIu So go 

UmIA. ahead and give It 

. ^ You luve nothing to 

^ ’ lose exc'ept the adverst 

effeas of stress and sirainl 


SPECIALLY CREATED FOR 


PEOPLE WHO WORK HARDER 


Has ingreditmis like 
Draksha, Ashwagandha, 
Akarkan and Cokshur. 
'Diese act as 
Jemuk'enis and ionics, 
while Kesar and other 
herbs build up physical 
vigour and invigorate 
the mind. 


xs^ 





AYURVEDIC TONIC 
TO KEEP YOU GOING STRONG 



IMOIA LID. 

Hv^ Bhaw•^BbdlE, 
New D»lhl.U0001. 




SSIP SWEET AND SOUR 


KHUSMWAMT StHQM 


Being buttonholed 


I T I One problem that 
I • V people livinir in. 

/ wnaO (owns is 

/ \ avoiding running 

I 1 characters 

^ avoid. 

V J ^ ^ ^ ^ 

every time t go to 

_-T'.-J ^ Kaiaidi. It ia a one' 

hill (own with only two roads encirchng 
K. if you spot somebody you want to 
avoid waOu^ ahead oi you, the only, 
opiiuns are to keep your distance from 
him by regulating your pace to hta. Or 
turn twk. If you take the latter option 
you may find yourself in the same 
predicament, or worse. You may come 
bee to face with eomeone you would 
rather dodge. There ia no escape; the 
rood IS narrow and the hillsides steep. 
You can’t very well scaenper uphill or 
dive downhill into (he underbrush. MosL 
of it consists of nettles, bkchoc 
bootee—scorpion bush. 

All small towns nave their quota of 
avoidable people. One set consists of 
people who are ever wanting to borrow 
money: they are easy to handle once you 
teach yourself to say a firm ’no*. The 
more difficult to shake off are the kmely 
on the kKA'Out for <ictims on whom 
they can offload their wrenes. 1heir 
opening gambit is usually, "Yeit deah 
kahan ja nha hai—where is this country 
going to?” They insist that you must 
kru>w the answer. And if you do not. 
they are more than willing to enlighten 
you at great length. Their analyses and 
prophesies are usuaUy gloomy: the 
country is going to the d^ 

f have found an apt Italian word lor 
this kind of human You will under¬ 
stand why I am trying to pick up a few 
Italian w^s. The latest addition to my' 
vocabulary is sRJccaboffcvv-^ but* 
uxMer who grabs you by the lapd of 
your cost or a button and ^in't you 

go til he has tcM you of al his miaeries. 
For aound reasons attaccMbotloai 
rhymes with "a lot of bokney”. The 
Jtakan cBctionaiy defines IWn as ”i 
doleful bote, the kind who buttonholes 
h^dess Kquaifltancet or total strar^ers 
who ire too kind or innocent to fiee at 
the first word, end proceeds to tel iasg 
and pointless stories niafortiiBe. an- 
hippineaa, md bad csciSMtancea''. The 
word can be used IS I verb. IfyoohM 
bain truly buttonholed and bored, you 


can say you were aftaccabcftxd. 

In a place like Kasauh h h aknust 
impossible to escape butlonholers. \lv- 
try season bnAgs up a new lot who lake 
you by surprise. It is a favourite hoMay 
reson for retired sutdiers. You can lake 
it from me that retired sokhers can be 
bigger bores then retired pofeticians or 
bureaucrats. Without as much as a 
by-ywr-kave they wi tel you of the 
battles they fought, medals of g^anir>’ 
they won. ihe iniustices heaped on them 
when (hey were superseded and for^'ed 
to ask lor premature retiremeot. There 
are one or two to be found rt Kasauk 
every hobdav season. Ths tene rt was a 


WEpfifS 



retired Sddi cokmeL One evenmg he 
attaccabi/tocd me oflihe road. The next 
day when I spotted him coming towards 
me, I beat a hasty retreat to my villa. He 
futtowed me into my den. ”J know you 
are a very busy man. but f have some 
impurtani things to discuss: 1 won’t take 
mtire thun five minutes." he said. 

I offered him tea. He tc4d me at great 
length why he dxl nut drink tea or 
coffee. Or anything sinmger^becauae 
they weri' bad for his health When the 
five mmol os had extended themselves 
tn !^D. 1 gilt up to show him my coOecliun 
of rare prints of (he Anglo-Sikh wars, 
over I5l> years old. He was impressed. 
"You must have them photo*copied ami 
give them to the (iolden Temple 
Minegni. Their collection was des¬ 
troyed by Openiion Hluesur.” 

1 readily promised to do so. He 
continued praising my pictures and re¬ 
marked. “Your cuOuciiofl is absohitely 
worthless." 

I realised he meant pricriesi. But 
bless him for giving me something to 
vmle ab<KJt. 


HINDt-ROOSI BHAIBHAI 

S K. Kan^ai of New Delhi is of the 
view that the Seoul Ofyn^s in 
which Uk. USSK was cn tup of the medal 
lafiy and India at the bottom, opens up 
new avenues of IndoUSSR c^bora* 
(ion. He writes: "We should liat certain 
disciphnes m which the two countries 
should participate in setting up joint 
ventures so that we can win a m^al or 
two with their help. Why spend crores 
of rupees on sports and come back 
empty-handed?" 

UNGUISTIC LAPSE 

A young En^sh lady visiting India 
picked up as much Hindustani as 
she couM dumg her stay, bhe did, 
however, mix up some of the vocabulary 
including the words cfiapraai and, diapar* 
tL Giving on enthusiastic account of a 
meal in a gourmet restaurant, she wrote 
to her morher. "Dear Mom, last ni^ 1 
had a lot of chapraais. They were 
deicKPUS But if you have too many of 
them, they are apt to be on your cheat afi 

fContribi/fed by Hujtet Kaur, Ntw 
Mhi)9 





SIGHT AND SOUND 



I hewvcr (he < ^ >Miion dn^n not 
t nie I know 1 jm diung ^omethtnK 

iiuhl 

KaJTN (rANJiKI WtkfH dhc 

, ui)svi thdt Uk Opposttkinhddnol 
I. tvrt n1 u lien hr* ^nnournW ifl Fstkd- 
nHftt Hh' dt'Ctsiofi to ^endinduii fforjpi 
to the AfffWnrv 


The tonp es« culture n finUwd 

Ah(ha CrHA^cMw, Cfingn$${I) MP 

Unl^c the ConKressd), we unnot nn 
the 0ovenvnen( under idoudoCcomip* 
don 

J^citiBasii, WestBengaidmfnMfinter 


e thought we wouW enteruin the 
Urmers with i burst of tirvee bprmg* 
stem And why nut ^ 

Rim^vhBhanmaki U Governor of 
Dd/v<cn Che musx pobce 

vehchkdunngOtetirmen'idiy 

It fthe musiLj n also ui tune with Mr 
Ktjiv Gmdi’s cra<e lor everything 
foragn 

1* UiTNiwA, Tekigu 0es4m MF 

The tndian state has never been so 
oppressive ss tt is now 

Rajni K<> nuKi. peblKtl ioentnt 

hy sboiddwe term eapei uueiiUI 
soycbing that devistee fnm the oormsl? 
AoydingoAeacIs bound to be ex* 
penmental dI t ‘9 accepted. Even tn&l- 
Cnnil th ea tr e wts ecpenmenttf tnee 

SMiTAioeiu. winner 0 ^the 

Neah Acidbm^'aewitf ^ beat 

___._ji 

s(iaaAr«»-4ti 


4 TIh' pubi iLMns w h( I ure tigei v hei e 
flKt ume sheep m IM^u 

Hai 1 KAi M KA>. hh/v bcvij k'lider dt a 
/wktitfninfiiMjt).n 

I don’t know u the Ihune Minister wiO 
n*mdin Pnme Mjiustei fnrihe next iUO 
djvs 

ScHKAAtANisMSivAMv. Ick I>ei tfddcr 


iic most imiatmg pan ot being a 
mcinbi'r of t he Janau Party is that 1 
never know whether I'm Aomtng or 

gung 

M i NAisA (iA^i wi, Janata Fat ty heder 


Ins pnwed beyond doubt that JyoCi 
I bssu a not demr thm Rapv GancBx 

I Jai IN Chakkavoki V. ibn n g West Ben* 
' gal PWl) rmnster,wt The Skaaday 
Observer 


! 


J 


fdoaU a synonymous with quarrels, 
and m the laft aa racAtbs they have 
done nuchnig but quvreL 

K P UNNiKftcuoiAM. general secreCaf% 
CongreesfS/ 

Lvet tea (IWiugunal km te own Lok 
Da! and lead the party 

DiviLai, /iarymdae^QBMer 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


The southern 
offensive 

Rajiv draws massive vrowds in Tamil Nadu, 
liui (It) f^awkers make voters? 
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T here ii a k>ve(y road that runs 
Crom Madurai, across open 
undulaunit scrubland, to the 
foot of the Pataiu Hills The 
rued runs through a country' 
side donvaied hv thorn trees, exotic 
pa^s and outcrops of rock This is a 
remote southern comer of the subccmi* 
ncAi' the heart of Tamil land. As unique 
as the latxlscape are the people, who 
understrftid only Tamil and have been 
ruled for over twa decades by political 
parties tlut have championed the Uravi* 
dian idenhly and to whom nonhem. 
llmdi'Speakms pc^itmans are anatl^ma. 
Vet. when kajiv (vandhi sped through 
Uus ri'fid last week, he vras greeted by 
hystemal crowds at iwery dros»»iiig. 
village and town square 

Old women wept, semor cttiaena pre* 
sented cerenvnal towels, the religKHJS 
offered prayers, women ululated, boys 
shmied up pole^ and tree lopa, grown 
men cbmbed onto ledges and the crowds 
stTvned at makeshift barriers to get a 
closer look at Rajiv Gandhi. Thev had all 
come to gawk at their Ihvne Minister 
and heir to the legacy of ‘Indira Amma' 
(mother) And for the three triumphant 
days (October 2S>27) that be toured the 
five districts of southern Tamil Nadu, it 
was clear that the politics (if parochialism 
had not succeed^ m destroying the 
appeal of a national pobural figure—or. 
for that matter, the appeal of a Nehru 
State Congressmen, lung resigned to 
playmg second Addle m Tamil politics, 
suddenly woke to the thrilling possibibty 
of power Equally last tu react were the 
iwu major AlADMK factHms For the 
Gnt tme, supporters cpf the Janaki 
Kamachandran faction turned up at the 
Prone Minister’s roadside meetings in 
an attempt to signal that they too were 
svala^ for an electoral altence. The 
other AIAOMK bction W by Jayala* 
btha. having already expressed its desire 
for an aNiance. used the ^portunity to 
pteit out the need to jointlv oppose the 
state's major OppoUion party. M. 
Kanmandhi’s DMK. 

Even the Pnme Mintsler s tour orga* 
lasers were anuaed—the overwhelming 
response, its spontaneity and warmth 
f»T exceeded expectations. Mn«t of the 
people who watted -at tones till the 
eailv hours of the morning—to see him 
had come with ktUe idea rk what he was 
actually hke. ''We have come to see 
Indira Amma's son." was the common 
refrain. Many even did not know hu 
name. But they evidently bked whai 
they saw. And an exultant Prune Mmis' 
ter responded with boyish abandon. Hr 
made K a potnl to stc^ his cavalcade at 
every pom where pto^ had gadiered; 
at tones, he surprised peasants on their 
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lt'5 a big 

advantage 






'x;^y (o wnfk .iikI «•»* 

tlV»St of ' *k|sl)»*d 

hlinr MitnsU r thifW •il'ii' ./lowb 
aiKl >^nlaiMls fMi k .tl tIh I- i*^'. •'nH M 

III ,os^>i iiosK imK'h 
hr u';»s hr'j I', iL» arlom«* 

I III li.iii 

I If till fi'«r|)fhili ».i lir.**h, iK «!• 

* ;>lhrilioHs wrn m^l J' li M taiH'fl iht* 

I irv'liii (.ii>U iki if.iwkcrs iiukf 

vufri • • Ami tfw C iMi)'tr'>iir» Ijilure to 
j ilHiuiittn ^ii iH fMvrii u^o^kri'. amt wters 

I li.i'^ i>riivr<! uuHv tlun riiiUirrassinK 4in 

.rt«|,i| rjllh 1 ra*i,>simi'> IllOther Hltflrb. 

^ Ilk l.iiiiil N.iflii. ihc iImiikIhhi wril prove 
»iiu mI < >*'lh ''in> ^ Ttwptbio to 
(i.imllkk li.is the pobliral 

: ihts^Kiiis 1 4 Hiah CmiiirsKnirn In frvcf 
(•iikli KYitird >.uir Cnnieressnien. m* 

I jn<liii>: ikonikiilly k vel lH*wied k’Miert 

* likr fhr prr^'iii i hirl >4 tlx* Tarml Nadu 
I'rmlrsli Cuni?ti>sil> CmiumitH*. O.K. 
MmijMiiHr. iih now .KivrH^lAK a ht46. 

j rvrit ImilUki v. twl lor oxlepertdi'nl 

f |KIW<*I. 

* riir (uiK' tus I'nPH*. Con 2 re»Mnen 

likr MiiriKin^n MK Vr» to all 

.illi.imr*! with the mi called IhavKhan 

jLirfir' aiul an tn thr iikuttf. IV 

|Ni|rkkf.ki iv»>iyiiisr In Kajiv OatxUu t$ 
iH'ihk )iitrr|>rrle<l l>> iIk* ]M>wer-huntfry 
>(a(r kriii}2rr'*s{ll n>> m nitbcalion Uit 
, •IkanKi 

’TIh' |H*n|>k' in ’liiiiiil Niidu ttu alter 
[M'lstiii.ilinr'.." nH(U I’CUli »*rKTal 

MvrHaiv ..in K. Kanuimurthy, 

" I'kv rU^ Ud Kaoiaraj Un auM* of hk 
Hi* ,i simple man with i shrewd 
: iMililkiid n«n<! and .idntitii!«ir<itive capaci* 

] tu*s. Knr ;i hrivT |K*rind. there wa« 

: Arinoduini whti loumUnl Ihe ItMK and. 

altri that. (Iic pcofilr Iktc bowled 
^ ovri hv M(iK H chanMivi ’ Mi>sl Tarwl 
, Na<hi C«m^roHsnMm hckve that now 
{ kajiv (iii'idhi will ncaltv fiB Ihe void 
' cruitcd hv Milk's death. 

Mnorviivtr. wlm orK;)niM*(i this tour 
and tiv thrri* lark*! .ilv> feels tliat 
“Ux'ie IS a i]unlit:itivc cliaiiijr'* in the 
! crowds Ihroopo;; to sot* H.ijiv (iandht 
’*Tlirs IS a crowd Ih^it has not )usl aime 
In watch but a crowd that will vtilr for 
ka;iv tJandhi," lie claims. The IViine 
Mmisler’s burcaumtK' atdes coikiir. 
'VVrfl V.k. Singh or Itcvi J-i! ever liet 
I Ills land ol recrpltof) m *rdniil Nadu^*' 
askt'd one of thv IVime Munster's key 
aides, f’ossibly not. but much of Kajiv 
tiandhi's appeal has to do with the f »1 
lint fas mother and grandfather have 
mlt'd Ihe country. Mrs fndira Oandhi. n 
l>ariiaikir, is siiU held m great reverence 
in rural Tamil Nadu. And best nt all. 
Kajiv (landhi is only too aware of this. 
When asked what his reading of the 
inxds WHS, Ka^iv O.iodhi. without a 

I i>i Mnciu's h(*iitaiion. replied.* of 

■■ 



im«9M of «w MI'S TMta IMW Mp; a 


the pcopk have cxxne to see fne because 
vl my mutber. He iM not tknk that 
the cr<iwds wrxild have any sfgnkant 
impact on ks party rirgantsatvNi as a 
whole, or that one cuuld re^ more to H. 
Tlw* l^nme Mnsters reahsm steins 
from experience. In West I5engal, he 
had seen svnilar crowds thrrxigmg hn 
meetings and all hb aides had predicted 

H landivhde victory fur the Congressll). 
As It lumed out. the Cungresstll a** 
reived a drubbing at the hands of the 
Left TroW ^ worse, (he Cungressdl's 
uBy of seals m that Assembly electHV) 


WwioMvMhiirMdnioi 
the crawf ns, R4v GMW 
rcfiM: Iteit el ttw |»eplt hm 
come to Me M beoBW of my 
mbdier.’'MireriMi itom Inin 
a|Hrii««.lHWeflB<npi, 

-1—m-I- .a **-1 

wVV CMV W nniiiCN « 

Ml mrnftfi toiiaifni^it 

nc«Me«WfeM|eil»lwfi 

ofllwLifIFnnI 


I artually declined. 

ISesKles. m Tamd Nadu itself gnwkers 
have proved noforviusly hckle. Vcteinn 
I'amd leader<« hke Kanuraj and M. 
Kaninunidhi. tex', had been dereived by 
crowds m the past. l*CCfl} general 
secretary Koniamurthy. however, in* 
sisis that Ihe crowds at (he IVime 
Miraster's meetings did not merely indi* 
cate cunisiiy. Unlike the meetings of 
Kamaraj and Karunanidhi, kamamurthy 
exT^ns. (he response in Rajiv tiandhi 
was spontaneous and not organised. 
Another HCCdl general secretary K. 
Iliangabahi says; "Wc are confident that 
oven if 60 per cent of the cniwds that 
came in see Kajiv. vote for the C«igres- 
s([). our party wiU be able to wm at least 
140 scats (out nf H total of in the 
Assembly." 

F rom the point of view of 'Jamil 
Congressmen, the present situation 
offers a ksioncal opportunrty fur the 
Cottgressfl) to reassert its^ in the 
state. Alsu. Congressmen fear that by 
dinging on to tlW apron*string8 of a 
regional pany bke the AIADMK, they 
would be ensuring 8clf*«xlinction. On 
the other hand, by going it alone the 
CcngressdJ would he building credibility 

(>..1 » NMPtom tM 
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ynd sfivnKthi'ninK its iirionruilirmiil m*! 

wlHk* smiultfloptnisly cripphne iht* 
ihaiHi'H of oX least om* ol IIh.' nvijor 
rcKHMul politkyl KToups. M'iopiiri«:r kfoi's 
a stop further HnO a r^u^'S t fiat ovon if I hi* 
CraiifresHfl) tliK's mil se< ufe a Atimvi* 
viclnry iii the n«vi Ass«'mblv I'fei'tMHis 
scheduled to be held early next year —11 
would still be better off js a ma^ifr 
Opposition party in the state “We hjv<* 
been nut of power here f<tf 2<l years. <o 
what is the hurry m hath lo 

power/' says Moopanar. "We hnvi* 
lime, we have years to >Et*l biKk to 
power in Tamil Nadu, but we haw to 
decide whether we want to iitt-‘t back in 
the runnuiK or remain a spettaior." 

Such perceptions have crcaitx) a 
dilemma for Kajiv Gandhi. Kch*. at slalu* 
is not merely the future of the Con^^- 
s<f) in Tamil Nadu, More importain is 
the likely impact of the Tamil Nadu 
Assembly po8 rcsidls on natumal poll* 
ties. With the next Lok Sahhn election.s 
just about a year away, the CungressfU 
national leadership simpiy c»vk' 4 afford 
to take chances. A defeat for the Con* 
${ress(l) in Tamil Nadu and the vK'ttiry of 
Karunanidhi's DMK wouM he a psycho* 
infpeal blow to the CongressflJ and 
would provide just the shot m iJie aim 
the neiKinal O^sition sftance needs, 

WhOAT 1 s-II 



Kared with the; (lilt*mtiM. fCgii < i.irHlfH 
ih Iwmif extra Ciireful ui i’tulu.itinK I he 
<^ions. He has omstntiled .1 fiw* 
uieiiikcr lonumMei’. imnpriMiiK C.daiiH 
ministers Huta Smtdi, I’.V. Narasunlvi 
Kao. Ka)iiMlr.i Kunvin Kinni. jwh^h 
Tiller and Ajii Kumar I’anpi. roi*s.iiiMH> | 
iht' purli’s pi 4 pi<n4xvls in tin* slalt* > 
Seiwir Ml^ from tht* nmlh* rspafullv [ 
veleian pofcliCMns who Imxt no biasc’S < 
on Tamil Nariti |«)litH*s—.ire linut nv ' 
cfci: k‘d m I hi* ] *nnie Miiusl er \ enli hji aiR \ 
to iiMlepi’ndi'iilIv assess Iht* irowds. Kin 
thi* fiMHiH'iil. Knjiv (inndhi is kcepiiip •ni 
open nimd im the issue and iH.'fore 
nvAdiK a final diviskm • whtth hi* savs 
Ik* tviS at the time of annoum imt the dmc 
of the ck'ctions-all senior Matv party 
leaders will be mvited to Delhi fur f«>rm.il 
tdks on a pol strategy 
The softest course for tlw ConKrc’S 
sth woidd be to sUdt U> the tentative 
ajsreemeni with the Jayalafitha 

bclKHi tji the* AlAUMK- In this weru. uti 
in die past, the AIADMK U^yablnhai 
betkm would be 0v<;n the nsuoniy ol 
Assembly seats and the iijdx to form ihi* 
Kovemrnrm. Hut Hus time, the Con* 
eressfl) coukJ demand a few mmistii lal 
pcelfuhos. In return, the AIADMK 
would leave the Coni0V$Ht|) the nuiior 
hy (about iwu-thirdsi of the Lok Sahha 


s<*als m IIm* s 1 .it«>. 'Hii* biinl hr.iitnl iir 
K>i;iv (t.iiiilhi's «.mip .MiX'K.or iIm* 
i«»ursi* 

Tlw is'xi Assi'uililv III I <iiiiil N.i.lii I 
wiB. niiffiskv^'T. Im* .1 bilO'i b.iliK (fi 
surviY.il, TIm* DMK. Vm lO '^ uim b.r' 
Ixwn «lll 1 <4 IKIUVI loi I 0 <'| .Mir« , 1 lld ; 
lib will* Im'i tiivn I >lnihktii) * 

ais»tly*i ik’tiMi could l«on ii 
1y. hor tlx* two ovhm AfADNik l.i* ' 
iHHis—kit by .lav.d.iiillM .nul MhK*. ' 

Whlr>W J.ilvikl Ilk* IK'XI si;i1« i'li Uu»ii ' 
wii bi* tXjualb niHinl. bn, Uiili Ha j 
lai'iioiis cbiuii lo Ik' Ilk’ lull’ AI.NDMK 
and Uk* voters will iks kI<* wkn li, in f,:.). 
is lU’ inx‘ mhrntiM f4 MiiRs Ic'^ac n 
III tk *1 wi eti Is I Ik’ L (inui es'^i 1 1 .ii u 11 lu 1 
2 a|xith(<>sis ol Kajiv (i.iimIIm. And ilv< > 
j (jucstHki m I'amil N;kIu tkm i> ulicdh't ’ 
I or ivit this will res^wMid tn ijti< | 
chaDen^e ol lus deils .itiou l.<isi urr».i> 1 
N* '4X'd, aloiifc* with wifi* Sonj;* <low'i ilu , 
dusty roads of Taiinl Nadu. Hajh 1 > iijdhi 
had to kt'l M>< <ui I^'|>m« 

the adulalmit crowds. Dui he wn* tiuh j 
awed And ont e lie t?»i Kkk into rin 
speri.ll Air I'orte ItoeiiiM V.C <ijh 1 I 
soared lowaids lU*lbi, In* w.i. i>i'l .1 j 
weary ITinw Mrmsier Jami wiili set | 
amKhci mortal (k’liston. 

MranU Kawarjla In th« PM’a entouran* 
with Shafwan SlnffvMadraa 

msc*ograpn$ Gauta^ Pitw le 






lAcei^Ks (runi tUv spiTC'h t^l Shri J.\. Sapni. <!liainnati. l.’l.il. rimhcd. 
ill ihv 77 tii .ViiiHial Jirlil on 14 . 10 . 
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vtimm tt nkm m Mm ^mvkmmmiy 
iMrliM ISM aaa I ■■ skMfa to Ml 

ladK owr i«i%Mr4i tfl Mr Mm 


•ftSJemavM 


SVi/M&prV 


iNTROOUCnOH 


On ihrfrooofnkc froALrhfywit6?/tthi»hnn» 
difTicutt iMX' I6r (hf (ounii^ IntUiiom inm» 
blviTiff m hr«d ui itnrrMf wil 

need 10 be cMly mouionii (hm^ uniJkt 
<M|ped mnrtHv Md (Iki] pobrM. ind « 9ti*n 
rhKk on mn>piif) apndifuf* nmiNd n Md « 
irprtiiKto rl ihr nf«rdi)uhk <U|dl iiJUinn oTImi )W 
Tly cnrfjJ] CiMMabk munHoo &m ynr h» huic^ 
ihr nonrenv* <uid (hough omduninn- 

nrimirfd oi «mjnd 1 70 mllan lonAS lu var- 
tr f« oU I ipnr rerurd. Hv «*culd br wJl ad^vnl H hr 
kvniphnnc rilrgt N ^ihThPArTinol ■npectMlI ut« 
iMiH* ir» fn nnrdte. in ihr intmnv (hr wv (dtfo «• 
.H'oln.ti* thi> j^isuh in (hr servvr «! «duiinai 
rx^l tf) br hirihrr augmrnird ihniuid^ ihr 
M( mranum mm (rrmrd »*hhnl«i(«in’, 
nml (hnxid) .<pttirii' uim(nts (o taM (hr ojiviru 
nrvl hirngn niior^ rvninf^. 


nrir^ lA of>MrCtiBpif9^ M fufMicr. 

Lm iWi i Kid youiA adrooBa rtan yoit 
OimpiBf > micMl CB^ mo fdibir lid mo^AUr 
mk The i^^Humis CMiica brcunr i iMuy 
M Mi)r ihft iod * olginM air to «Mi thr 
itwnit)' a f h ifw^ n tf nM Pcr in nUdr oib ind 
ihrwh^ cfl rarfWB g atu Mr Mgn eMiaifr.Mnaig 
Mp flctkwp ihfM^ the apori dlyiinidiru 
and ocher eptvliutol prodiKVi ifareu^ renreh ad 

ll 1 .^ . I I li I 

Uetaihra^wtonircw 
nC her milk mnpmnft inA lNiki| mm- 
tnnel urgenMiccs m |mm rrtd w w di ef 
mrerd» in oiIm 4 fiir rrodrrvic mhnical iiMWice 
Old sTMifr edvve 6v 6rdMtopoirqi ofiuaOewvr 
hjifendierdr fTCcheOiparvno<Art»loccMnbae 
»ee^5caniV a onjeowig yiddi tod tfumg pi> 
diMm of odfmk a d» cotoMiy. 
3.riiidklMM 


fM»'MWNibnw«Undrnteaiuppur(ul (Uaxitrn* 
(M to m* brcotoiknd Mnavy ^yourCoitiptny 
Ihr Ackid£a(or wtll drcKM (hr mei (rr ititr cmsid 
rr>flg lurh nidmer* 

Wr hew JDM)«(rrcnvrd iTipa of (hr JudpnKn(. 
fwthw rtMnroTrriion, nrVjding appeih (o Supreme 
r«un. mO he conMdeml end dindal eder M dneiied 
itudy of the Appr*) Cnun Judgrmm( e <.«med ou(. 
MtorndMlriyor Compen; miH {on( iuk (npirticiped 
m (he edfudirKion pm^inp ktikh hid com* 
rnmnd a Miy ihii yw. 

I Mould hkr to reiTvetryourCompeny hii not.ewr* 
ptoded rs«r dgtNK nor bowing^ (m^toMCl (hr 

Uw. 


IFunmE PROSPECTS 


Wr hewMfpprd up otf bnaiy alinneif ertMiio a 
e hig MW. end ere miag rlro^ widt Gtofmnmi 
nn( nnly w (MriuBn ofranncef]in«t,buc 

egn ifafnuid>« tonetyof iMto» to iflCfTtor eMtovnen 
jmmii «9M Miiu* of ihr pondMion of thk my 
itoMitol prieniy rrrttynrnKM Mir^ 
m. ywr Cufnpeny xhmed e uta iwwwr nf UB 
itulm Piw^ of enndorw. idurii k iheht^iat pm 
TmrdcO bf eny coniptoy 


tIS 


TV inding rewhi of the fini (juenrr kidicKr« 
hnh^r njiJcM fir (he yw ihtod wi(h lU OMinni 
ccaiauini«reeoid iraKtuy pnpoi. Ynur Com* 
pany wilt ipore sorllbd (o contmur«lugmnK for 
opiachengrtomn^ 

TV nei( yetr wdl uf funhrr (oneohdKka of (hr 
Agri^Mneiis Onvm.Th* unperant oc(mtyyirhk 
^adu»l mulK end it* greMh wtll (ir eppirrni over a 
pmod oftlrvr lo fcuryeen. Ir byour plan (u 
ngagr m a (diaard. modular Bqiamion (nto doMTV 
vnw proikirta in the future. 

TTior rouks Mould rw( hm hem pnwiblr wiihout 
(hr dflkelidtodeawrofallour rmpk^raar every 
Inrl nfynr (Vnfiafiy^ opmtKBL TVnkwiuelao for 
your conCnM ard Litwevervigaupport 


(PERFORMANCE 

HIGHLIGHTS 
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Total income croaied Ri ISDO erom and. 
paywnt of oivr Ri Bifi cTwn by of cuatoM 

and eariae dudra. net LMoase to Ra3Bl em 
regfatend an iMTtaae owr leil yoar. rran 

Ihr prodi ader tu ofPe 24.79 eTWTa»mir Hrcto 
lor* arr oktocd to mwiBrnd A dM^nd ofSA 


lor* arr pktocd to mwiBrnd A dMond of3A 
Aflrr mAintng RalklB rroeei dor fiiRtfe^Dwih 
and capanalon. 


l.torel^iEAehAft^ 

(or aomr (ean. IndtoY totaarro oporu have hem 
ikvhning ihr several waiQflA udiat hai brvn ftrBmn 
A. rVr India M iV ihod Vyw jndiirrr ofifllNPro a 
ihi' world, and (hit imporreor agncvhinl esh crop 
oiuld j>w an moment pen in dir drive far moiv 
rap et tufTi u^. u Mto jpen The fKOurage 

meiuivd ivrnrimtoifTipnMaquiMyapdcvnpe 
ciimieHinthe ii(rm»«nalfturVi 


Mywtff mm the Drmcr. AtorCwMcei. had 
toard a 9iow Caiae Neote leywCDeiptoy lA Mtoih 
1997. pewic Ai ng lo kvy <yfcrrto ia l orve duly of 

Is BCD^ cions n (hr dk^na dieiyor Onptor 

hei ratokeltoed drnitonium rrlad a^toieepritoed 
on cigaeiie pariM (wtah famrd tV nw of pay* 
mru of eic«r dwy fiom Mwch ISO to ndrusy 
19671 lo rtr omii that (hr tolUil phcto chir^ 
maiknwrr hgfiier And lhai tuchjms Mmftudty 
the Gnipenf tor pupus of retto ale c the (DirkeL 
The Shew Caisp Nonce wei dnln^ bdeee die 
Cakuru Ifif^ Cart bill (kr Trial Goun dtozaaaed the 
Wrh mkioe on the ^oBd (hat (heaSi^toitoB (sdd 
pnwriy be ai^uifactonl upoB an A^mktoiig 

Alston (y’AfidaM ky thrHi^ Cctf nto wniyndto 
IMI 

An apfieal war crvkmde^toto thtojadgEDial and 
Ihr Ap^ Coen W tojudpiont dated S2A Orrohee 
Ittt hto ito» j^ced wHh dvmalpjd^. HoMw, tV 


t would bhr to bnrfly dweC OQ the emoled naporv 
oMtisonargr heuto and mtototo and rafCrmyour 
Ceoipiriy^ aesar ofpurpoae and dndion. 

M)br (kbate Mo^ ann to bnp^ that to a nation 
Me hawonk uMneiatotod no Rrvi^hA Wr Mem to 
te takini ^diAt hi pefideV btotoM cmehto and 
litt whto »imM tod M vV( ■ rkht. Ito 


highMOig what» wne^ tod oto vV( ■ right. Ito 
tt buul frin our iira^tV rathee than fina aSviyi 


cnnir 


Wefaryi (bediewei«riB(yoffltfcoupBy>aad(he 
m^drw of nf ad ii emnw kb am e ^ ig the 
Nartcul loccene 9 timei met the fbv deemof 
pbwM tf cniMto MtoCructDR nhkb ■ (he 
I'liij rfrun (hr li ifiyiil iiraH 

Mia If ROt okon of rooircto Eeanomic furphas 
fee noc Gad^vB wr oMcd atoomadcilly. Tw toe 
Ae rauk edwVr (V bttooto ftociHn doo wtt^i the 
pdiyul tf lUHfial moMOL TV tohjrtcfi to our 
onaoBor iihtace if «ey Buck to tar haik tod to 
otribttiy to lOBfitte Ibeoitobv pradiKlMQ'cfar 
Ml bufflin itoouRto. 


Your ('.ompanyhto torHneyran bno tato 
(0 iPitrptoe in niM.iradiiional etpom and 


all aBqiaixiiiima* to theftewCtoBr Nonce Inm 
LsV AudimQto and vour Compiiiy mtuU br 






Yi)W Uj(Ti(Nfi)raiaii]ipnr«|p niomh^abDlm 
HI ihc vii^i^ ftvi ife bMD* 

>our Coiiv«r9*» tda t tm it ktmad Zi 


erMHd RiM cmv mHl, wd pnft Mte* 
IM h4i y<w>to WifcW wAal77yw 
4 go»i«n(dai 4 c^utiircoin|W 7 iitjiDw aaulih 

INtiducr. rauhHMwi, ind n^irnduidDi^ i^ynh 
MM d bmtme%. ^mtEbuiK Omuty ai 

iwitiifhQldm,and ihf dfwfapnMict'ournMui 
To ni«bteih the ruimuk ofcurprviKt, and uUm 
cur diftd lljr^ let ga aaiaa the mvhfi ORwauiM. 

$40 mto people Ihf toe the powiy 
line in India, and if Hf cw$f)%or>hsi ware toidv 
lalkioK ahuui a muirw of around Wi mttw 

S le. which s ^rcMVi^ numbnt to afllmeei 
iihidi oan be compato 10 ary cdUBby. 
tnurutinx Irani the rmi. theirand reatay about 
curmarliei aitematdmandporcfiiiaL lodiaiaandi 
couvrywnh many poor people. irweeanhamMand 
rhinnH ooi’demand paamiial, with appopnair pr> 
diKU to Mwah wt uin M( 00^ auRmeoi MnMMT' 
iial auipluMhjt, in dov^ao. brrK atiM an unparW- 
leM aod^eeonwnic iramlonnaiiOA 


neAFFf/IMATION 

To malaall (te h.ip(ierv wf ouii toVrin a imr of 
dimtioD. 

In the pasts when ITC ma a stoefrodurt con^ 

pany. It Mia ponuiiJr ra # 1 V bcar^V ******4 

the queaticn "Wtiai buaroi lev M 01** Tuday. to) a 
multiplmiy of KnineuMw, we mw « 0 wer tW 
IK« ’'What dn ht Mto (orT 

fVvt, nC b an Indian Vntoi laT 
dd or^toto tone e«*ol b and to 
i nit ia id Afou^ p ei dnn iu ne , toqla^co b 


bit though we lie preTaaionaK we are not ovr 
cenanei We have our mr wlua to a 

cndf of cocduB that cnabltt a w a ffuencr of tfiwy 
to prance. 

rrc ia a praAwonal {ugannatiee) b yet anodier 
aene In ITC Ihere ii a cootmuran imUbui|^^ 
human nouRe lo pewit otmdoace. to a tsnfffiK 
if^ fecua on arcountahby to coninhmoai wiA 
luiiiiiaiiurair waink 

ftfhipa the moat ui^avunl ibmaian of 
pratoBMliKn in rrc s ibeieptMioi) ofowQenbp 

m ciMid to a laiyr prototo CMCBi. whm 
decboHnakMd ia deceffiibaed t if wPiniic j ly 
raqtdred that twheaconaon tonundiagcfihe 
puqxBe to mtoc aa the corponnen cr natHutaa 
aleoda beyond to ouHMa ifae man or Mer. 
Sacto^ RC cuMfii oMtod anarpebe 


b ladia we Iwe snr wailaucihatg lo A) Hr 
ream raocrd ■ hwion al t^impn.T. dreeMcn of 
prafii ha» im npued wuh aptoarn. Iw to 
anvudra have no rdnuere ID oir to ^ wbih 
wil aot tobrwe pnAecrwip dwe do not Niyv ilr 
nM dMaUp iwaulnon lo mahr a Ibr rmcii on 
■wBiffiM. we would brtoigaencMytoi (dour 
dutiea a tooBonal nvaMpiKdecnmemd marr* 
pnae. ana emim ofmdrre India^ 


nb^rrCiidffniiitoidctobtoBaaa 

IW rcalnr to riir quahfyofpniA. tbiu^ mrI' 
iiaLuBMaauliHiewie Ceihti|iMlvr} ofHbihatoar 
euerreae manliufev w kc al lb uaMioklnv G* 
uderaiit QIC hcuy to amwamd pfcdde, or 
totoUrra e^ < amny. a in dir iihr ol 

Ihrr nMVineM, to a flMfM^id Mm 

Ov Atom to baw nurM many el 
darn in dr tmiiif a le to a n n On y iraicn.o^i 
oiypManofw hie tiun w pnwide ton ura^ 


Ourroydaenare dm ■b irriumfAnTiwibut 
pTMthoppietunMav 

Our nmom. itr nwn be uur huaerar eon* 
eme.are larlMgendunafi mbr.thaci. iWIroed ai to 
(pialiq^ of pmdm to arnm vae 
GmwaiH ftfinu ua hi Ir panim m p^ito. 
We Ml tor to tahr cfptrgnny piwidaig 

Z iua ihrau^ noeanh. Movahun. iMinrM, 
maMpnM •» roMnto » to tom dto 

OpmeMof OUTAMBD 

SocKiy OfKU r ^m tof to mpomrw b«ha«> 
BUT ton eorporvMs to iw diaany. Ldutonrd 
aelf aMeriw drauto tauamoM b flto qwtibam 
roMrtoma fir the heiwnmM of to nwvomm 

inwidw ItreqwwtoifiiitotooObaanbatot' 
tMs w«h aocial arab lo that our neh to veto 
natcmal henu^ B nvomgrd to pwned 
'HrrainperiigdmuBtkoayiwoiypaMtain^v* 
Md coMrtoiiniarT htomto to liabnnd by «i 
utwKibbtwiiTi ci iiaMiDecilt iM .hhadyiia m i f 

onrepi which ton 1* rcirh fijrawtowtoUha • 
a cmepi whch he^^ dtrmoB aenc^ tolhe puts* 
Moaii mMprr. who B a Mr but oa a maaier 
Twcto'RC into* biawbto to dobw ha 
aattt^ torn to l a fcito toifiady aflw 

Wto c^naamra Itojor (to|«aBy i^rrm n 
dr lodwa m^lrt. tiny doao in t vqy y e i ldr c mm t 
ln A wi up DHcuinna.alMto*Ptobrindeddilto 


♦L* Ik* 



fflUMd hiafWi tore » a vm mariei ni gnk.nKlni 
to toitomiaM lutuiHiiini. Wiina* the 
rmame uf lhaae nvu hf« ai the pndurt tir^ib .i 
cigarrtifi totato*. Lom and parlaiiel nil kiM whI 
paritod Hi. nc. The lugpc^ u( UKXt» UI thm rwu 
mrWiaaieddInTOl, One hw I winltall to ipivvL 
rnejhon lens approach n to marin 1V iihrr» 
liwrd on nufiaag anwimw m luhir addHini Niur 
Corpraopa bel a id lu toi amevd i>pr 

Tu hr aucitoul in toi coniesi, Aiat()pr> 
HUM Iv bato M rMith and Bfiertor )ini »whilgr4>( 
to pvhict to to nnwmer. TourGini]iarv^ w* 
cat dtproh nut on ahun mm eapnlarniy, Uil ai 
iTe«i mg xjrpkan by adding vahir. uamheirnranh 
to wipciyrhnnwMf Dl to piudui't.pAKmn to 
toifvwuiur 

ffnaly, nt Mawdi to to aWlhy taharwai to 
ilacto wiiaetM. baab hmm to toMrIal 


Oarnl tomamiaMwMW lotorraliMiofml to 
pamnalufto Indvan marim w to inabdiiy i» molii 
to adnguir nanurrfK In cur ciwnity ihne • a brhrl 
lhai b« and amall «e wtfpnmv: lo tudi other Stt 
reaby, itmediould tc no rampetiiion. toh have ihev 
dwramive raba Ki play (he aooner we reato tor 
qae u to m aniy. to ratowdl both ihnve m mut¬ 
ual CBwfK and to Urgrr mirre»n oT the cuunrry. 
Sawlarly. tore » u brim that wmhh matKii to 
dtMrtaiawe pjcre are mutually rwkiaiveaauA ynu 
(annradutrtoirpavefiy DiairtorBftnwMili>lkwto 
creotioa of wealth • nipw fiilbwh day. 

TVfmto iy^otoua a that 10 braMe 10 mMHain 
to requaweaitoankcd coai^vtiiimMii torpato. 
uriMitoiotai Uvp fjur Compaay have lo oiale ub- 
MBtial mvaarnwma, which are ol a ^unh' nature 
Ttor iHwmniw aie m ire« like AM). ca|iaciia 
to people. TV oa^i^ey >0 mab rh»r cwnimu 
eomemc »10 detoy thm overa Ito nwtot, which 
a«) Alrwir admlai^breMerpnarin India 

bi ihu ranted. ITC la in eniceprwi rmcr liwip 
toakbtl to wdl adopt anatqpn that are cwwiwn- 
time n in. foe to cab. Tit wtD endriw ut 
mubito rwureb lo male tohmenb to atanch 
jpetaiiuiif. which rmphato to Mienglhi of jour 
Genpinv to ce ir to niersu of to muniiy. 

In roaelMlan. M at iwipiMib. Vnr Cm* 
pony b Mtomd by the toe tondmesM toM 


%k, lintoidge ond moufTt abUbv. TV 


hiii OT ri^ deeadea «f eawM a 
atotorpundiafacaleMv. WeMtoe 
ivV iM wtf eariv Jr toward aa *e 
auf tat dwriahcd moum. 


Intr^img iheie w town we ran aiaie whar TTt: 
tianiVfir; 





mt of 


• tofudi^iflfraaa 


rtodatnorpeym tobetnfcrt oftoprwtoir^ 
cdtoT^tonto GattoMaaiai 


|4o acoriyean iM die ihaddea of pow^ ufrifl « 
iiwMiiigiiacmaaeiv ep to i )i»totqpBiitoliiy^ 
buai nwa lo CTMe aupluiea toou^ to eSeane 
miDigment of all ranma tod 7 h s Bto to 
cideiy to the owifl boafii (d‘dl ataktoddn 
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Of suffrage at 18 years 


V ]’. SmKh'.« prtj|>>s4l -whtch the 

InnnU fla) stktpird. and which the 
C<HiKrc8»iJ) Wurkme Lomnuttee later 
ptekt'd u;> to reduce th« votng 
friMii 21 Tfi Ih >«ars is wi>rth pursuing. 
As nwiiv AS 72 C(iuntrii*s in the world are 
already Ivildirig elecliiiru on this basis. 
Among them nre the USA. Ihe USSR. 
Ilie UK. Krance. Canada. Australia. Italy 
and We»i (iermany. 

Ihe Kiection Coflunsaioo has recom¬ 
mended this Hiep to Ihe povemment 
twice m the Iasi few years. Reducing the 
voiirg ape to IH would, according to the 
comrranHion'ii estimates, increase the 
number of vmtrrs by 4.4^ crores, nearly 
11 per cent <il a total electorate ofa httle 
over 44. H crores. 

Ihe govenwient has for long been 
opposed to reducing the voting age. 
Kven when the Janata Party was m 
pnvrer. ii <hd noi adopt the proposal 
which il had supported before coming to 
power. Indeed. Jayaprakash Narayan 
had promised it to Uv youth. 

In fact, the Janata Party did not press 
even its pet proposal furs muJti*n)ember 
commission. Article 324 of the Consirtu* 
tion a<iys that "the Election Comnusswii 
shall consist of the Chief Election Com* 
missioner and such number of the elec* 
tkm commissioners..." K.K. Hegde had 
accused siK'Cessive Chiet Klecliofl Com* 
irosaioners of "pariuiamhip" and tod 
reconmeoded a multi rnember comma* 
sion with the Chief ElectHm Comma* 
sinner as tlie chairman, liut the Janata 
did not implement the suggestion, 
although the Chief Ftecikin Commission* 
er retired Ki ]tr77aher the party came to 
power. Kor some reason, itk' kongrcs* 
Mil hai; now adopted the proposal 
Probably what held back the Janata 
Party from reducing (lie voting age was 
that a constitutional amendment would 
have been necessary; Anrle 326 pre* 
scribes "not less th^ 21 years of age" 
for (he right to franchise. Ait amendn^ 
requires a twn-thirds majority in each of 
the two Houses. The Janata govenmenl 
had a majority in the Lok Sabha but no( 
the two-thiri^ required: and it did not 
have even a simple m^ority in the Ra^ 
Sa^. 

8 ut J do not recall the Janata govern* 
meni even taking up the proposal with 
the C<ingres8(l). 1/ the latter could agree 
at that time to the withdnwal c4 moat 


amendments passed during the 
Emergency, it wwM have accepted 18 
years as the voting age. panicularly 
when n was a popiUar measure. Howev* 
er. Ihe change a the Coi^ressdl stand 
is welcume. It seems (o have got over 
(he suspicion that (he propel was 
meant to inveigle the youth of the 
country mto stgiponinK the Opposition 
party a the next general elects. 

1 *he ve^ idea *i deceniraksauon of 
power which even Prime Minuter KSiMv 
( jandhi has come to Hce—as hts meet* 
ings with 4strKt coiectors suggest— 
represents a widening of the base. An 
addition of nearly 11 crore voters wiD 
paitkally serve that purpose. 

The first matalce. v^h tmik the 
country away fmm this objective, was 
commrtted m 1M6. The d^mg com* 
mttee of the ConstittRion never docus* 
sed the questsA of voting age scnously; 
It was so satisAed with tiW extension of 
suffrage to every aduh ciUacn that the 
age did not matter to it. The limited 
franchise dunng the Bnti^ period was 
for those were 21 years: the 
drafting committee accepted h and the 
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CcASiituent Assembly put its seal of 
approval 

Even this was a revolutionary 
change--adult suffrage—and men like 
Dr Ra^endra Prasad, chaimun of Ihe 
Con^iituent Assembly, and 14. N. Kun* 
zru. a leading light of the Oppuiitiim. 
were unhappy. A "sudden rise in the 
suffrage right" kx^^ed loo drastic to 
them. It is reasonable to deduce that 
they would not have Kupporred the idea 
of 18 years as the age for voting right. 

Under (he Act of 1935. Kunzru said, 
only about 18 per cent of the people 
Were enfranchised in British India and 
there were hardly any local bodies m the 
Indian sutes. Now. under the Constitu¬ 
tion. "to go at <if>e bound from a greatly 
restricted to universal franchise is not 
part of wisdom”. 

Speaking in the same vein, Dr Kajen* 
dra Prasad characterised the deciswn of 
the CtAStiturion framers as "an experi* 
mem" whkh. if not exercised property, 
was fraught with grave dangers. It 
would mean, ho said, putting the edu¬ 
cated and the ignorant, the honest and 
the dishonest on the same footing. 

The Constituent Assembly accepted, 
by a ma^xily vote, the prtnefr^ uf 
universal adult suffrage and it was in* 
corporal ed in the ConstitAion. It was. 
no doubt, a very big step" whkh 
involved tremendous risks. The faith 
that was thus bestowed upon the "com¬ 
mon man” may be said to have been ixg 
whoBy nuspla^d as shown by the past 
general elMlons. 

True, by reducing the age to 18. lakhs 
d voters would come mto the foid of 
politics. This la a plus point, not minus. 
In (act making a greater number of 
youths participate in the elections would 
be the best way uf choosing representa¬ 
tives. I wish Rajiv Gandhi would take the 
lead in this. He is young and such steps 
are-^ at least once were—expected d 
him. 

What made hbn rehictant might have 
been the fear that the young, who are 
apt to be kleaUstk. may be more upset 
over the corruption charges against his 
government ito the old. But now that 
hrs own p^y’t working committee has 
come out in ju favour, he wfl do weO to 
accept U>e proposal, though it carries 
(he V.P. Sengh tag. which must be 
abhorrent to han ■ 



When we iMoehed the Kero 
Honda CD 100 in 196S, we knew 
k wti a good thing. A fka 
confirmed hf the ownen. 

Some are moved by the 
economy (80 lon/Ucre*). Some by 
the easy znaiiuenance. Ochen iy 
the name Honda. And all 
exult in the rkhng i^eaiure of Kj^t 
Indla'i only 4-«r^ 100 cc 
bike. Honda engineenDg><- * 

Hero't choke. 

In all* 800»000 happy ownen, 
each Mi own reaiOD Ibr 
feeling good To all of you, we 
ran lay one thing. You've got a 
good thing going 


All said and done. 
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A glorious chapter In histoiy recalls Allahabad, 
the nerve CNtie of IrKlIa's freedom struggle, 
that gave a new hope to a ration. 


khoevef right to 
Mri Mtho it hmriLrioo, utri 
eiferyAOimpHoimpoOfthne 

mtatbenineri, whMitotthe 

coue^BMM 

liwriwUNttn 

AIbhttid infciycfiheCoi|rvu4n4 
Nehfu wu A proud wrflOpM II thf 
(oufiiivs iwiliwn|ro*iwnws 
uruy V tot frecdoin tocntfuMigEhe 
mA W M( Mifw ulodU opprewon 
Ht6 sM My itv lorOfn ycM 

IV dvcnOn tKorP 9m c Alahibid die 
mfthty bn|, HaiVNWtfiM to hold 
«i AhMiwy of MokiV (vetyAntyw 
arid dacrtoiM 4l Its woiMi ATioni ihc 

E i*itfMbid H cV sunt of It* Imrtfi 
I ihe ucred cprAu<fii« ol 9t 
iVYamurM«AdiV>miiibie 
Wtfwao ln a i«fene aliens. (V 
Bhaiadwii Astv«n ks«a iputwf mu 
Unir fYadnti oNdiei ir« memoiin of 
wme of Ihe inotf floncu momew n 
Irdas tmiggle for ncMpendence 
jtunai pdfTUfiMHhltieivmKoncncf 

lUrf «tio. M her dc4Ke 10 

iV dMhh <tWr. citne ID a Rige <nd but 
icMidBvM BNtaor.amuKtBfAnofiy 
n (he valcw cf PMMt Nn W*b and 
Taiya Tope, rmembertoj their otumpfio 
and ira^edn Uduiow. whet* the 

vrv sUMd tor ^ 

PyiheuMenofiticwaKl 
Independence Meerut, where Menu 
Pardey rote up n amoaiaM ar aleri 
oppreuor 

Many a nme Uiur PtadA Vt emmed 
(rern the ITS of tuniy arri Mtie wch a 
tcW4ur| bi4ar<e ind*t«id 
monumene aie a Mtpcw Aga. (he ory of 
ihe Muftul al 0 idow 
OnperotAapus deserted capU 
(V hbied land of (he leiend^ wonm. 
AMardUdal 


AttMABy I Uidind*. AgfcV«niluri 
H«ipif dmt«C0VMM wah M 

mWr dOn rtf ip^ M nr pmet D UHr 
rtM«ih areMied win a ncMvfe ctf *f and 
wad Inter uiK Ns* utoksvycttatfiea ply 
briwei" iipoftaw mn cf Udar ftadetfi M 
odiaaaMS 


I aa Ac tfMiuaMM e*« 
vAle acconrredaeeritidMS'fearn 
toMyhpp^ B lOtfthaM. Jwiuntf* 
ard I* aOMw UP taawn 

pMOeal^Owntopamuaypmar 
vaiMtMMttnm 

Uttar Pradesh. 

The spirit lives on. 


^VVf. 












U.P. Tourism 


Oe*Uw. > KM RlahOB Road, ludwvr UP 001 
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tAnucipati^ 

The Qbiittfi a t*n$e chanfKif 
(wdi and intndtKe pfoneennf 
prodMti Oke eemnfiifith fhf 
botch Qnd cenvfwout prpcei$^$, 
to recentfy. the 1000 kc per 
chorfe cemrrfi/foC the meet 
6 oM 0 e dryer) ond four nOer 
millwif pfonts Mokjrtf tuckou 
Wolf nrtuoily the boflchmofk by 
which competiuon is ossessed 
And he^rrtf us ejrecute rTsony 
success^ turnktf ond experaton 
pnjtcti ir> fndto and ahrood 
AntKfpaOon ooupftd with 
corwUtnt duaiitf and the bodunf 
of Kn/pp.Wen Germony A few 
mioll reosons our reputed 
copob»/it/es 









KRUPP 


Hu- U ..U 


MUTMi M. MiW>i IM m 1« IMlt. raw MMfT. 































PERSONALITY 


The loneliness of 
H.N.Bahuguna 

Shunned by the Opposition , uncertainty dogs the future of the Lok Dal leader 


F Unboyint. intettgent, ejtots* 
Uc*—H.N. BahugiM in the 
1970s was the poUacum of not 
only the present but of the 
future too. But Mttlo over a 
decade later, a big question mark hangs 
over his pobtkal career as he finds 
himself isolated from the recugnised 
pfilitical forces. The adjectives are stiH 
relevant, his seculanHn is hke a breath 
of fresh air in a surcharged communal 
environment, and yet Hahuguna is find* 
ing it an upluil task to carve a recognis* 
able nkhe for himself in the nation’s 
politics. He carries cm regardless, fight* 
ing to retain cimtrul over an <*ssentiaBy 
caste*based political party—the Lck 
Dak -'even though at heart he has never 
been able to ruconede himself to its 
Kmiied ideology. 

T he flamboyance is undiminishvd. the 
ego is Slid intact. When asked to speak 
about his chK'f ministership, (l^uguna 
declares, ”no pohticun can cbmi he has 
iK'tvd like a missionary." adding quietly 
that he lus conic nearest to it in deabng 
wuh t))c Muslims of Uttar I'ra Jeah in tlie 
mid*70a when he was the ch«f minister. 
Ho likes to speak about the past, hemg 
far more reluciani to talk ahnui the 
not ‘SO glorious present 

H» political fortune can be demar* 
cuted into two clear phases. After a 
consistent nse which lasted tin the 
mid-TOs, it has betm a steady fai 
Kegaidless of the positions he might 
have held since then, he has never reidly 
found his feet either in the Congress 
party or in the Opposition where Ms 
colleagues describe him as a “fish out q( 
water”. Hemvati Nandsi Bahuguna was 
definitely a bright politkai prospect with 
ambition, foresight and shrewdness. He 
was dose to the Nehru family from the 
very beginning, being part and parcel of 
the Ara^ Bh^an 8et*up in ADahabad. 
From a trade unionist, he jbned the 
party orgaiusaiion looking after its aftaira 
in UP. He became a corrfidant of Indira 
Gandhi, particularly during the 19^ spkt 
when he handled the UP Congress for 


KH. MnifUfiei vnowM future 


Maar l a ^ nn p «m 


her 4iid vnMJictI lhal she rd aim'd puuvr 
m (he all miportanl slate. Mrs Gandhi 
bter (nought him to the Centre M- ibt* 
cuAimunicaiions immsl^ and after Kaiu* 
bpoti Tripathi quit as the UP ciwf 
muuiuer fdfhiWTtig iha* fVovimnal AnmiJ 
Consullulify (PACT rewdl. Kahuguna 
was si*rri m his ptaci*. 


And n was in lbs Urgi* state llwt 
lUhuguna nude his inark as n kader 
.ilH'urt of bs c <jni emponinu s K ven today 
he IS rniHrinlK'ied 1^ the iXMiple and his 
stA'agiK's alike as th<> innst Biaiessful 
ehk'l minister of tb* stale. He also 
enji»vs lU* diHtinclirei of being the last 
sinmg. aidepc'iident functionary have 






IimI VUm r»K I^rhl u hlk* 

h.iluji^iiurn flHmUiv.tiH <' *aj las 

AvakiK'ss i(iKl i( ti.iii IhiU was 

tisrd bvliiscIriCH {‘<t ItM’U'iilliallv luili 
IrKlira (lamlla .n iii< * knn 

riit'U’ M.i' iIm( Mrs<kiodlii 

was Ki (ksi» iti>uiil( wh<*i) s 1 h> >frir hM 
hdllU^Ulht U. iHrr.iJlv s,i\V Ut ;\lld 
llu>rc i> ak!>aik w tlia( \k‘ (b'kvcrtsi 

the Ik ( hbiirifiK Ilk'll Iht* CiRtjitress 

'•ui MMsl <1 .<]Mk>’ I'lUmblKMi I'lvt r<ini|jril 
lH»Nir Ml llu’ I'leotKMis. aHlKHJ| 2 l» wHh a 
siimII JiiarKiK hut U was still \Htury 
wlu n a tk'leal was very lUiH’li I'Xpii led. 
.ani iu>M (nHitHal <il>s4<rsm viHWisk 
lhai KaliuKuibt was l:ir> 0 'ly ies|Minsihle 
tin luimnki ilx’ vHe in favuur i»l iIh> 
L4>Ji»!ress. 

il'iwi’ver, lh)s |xi|)uLiiity wrhl axainsi 
I mu as (Ik I his iiv rea»inu lonTHk'tkr 
All(T ilu* i'k*4'lMius Im> issiusl a cifi ukir 
statMtu iIlii tiM' ihwf iTiitHstvr irf VV 
sfMjiikl Im< rHiiHtli’d the siinw prul(K*itas 

ik' l^inif MiniMvr >4 liKiu. uhhU 1u 

liiilira (iaiKihrs >liaKna A liKk earbiT. 
k* IvHf )tu\ into inHjIjIe wkni Iw <kd mit 
lullnw lir riiiiK' MiuislctV M1Klru^IHHl^ 
to i|UM*tlv w<irk fur K.K hirtaK ekn Um 
In (he Kaiva Sahlm Yashfuil K^pox was 
Milt Ikmii I Mill lomolHlisovirtef. kit k* 
was litiiiiiliited hy lkfui>!uiui. wki. m 
lad wurkoil to sir Ihnt IkiU w»s 
lU toatvU. 

S I) k^titnu IkhuutiMas (knliiw. Mo 
ksaino Ik’ viitiiu ol a lemk’rsliip 
wiadi would niK tolonto a tliriat. oven 
al Ik’ st.ilo Uk’i’I. Nuv;k (kuilhi knl 
ohiorui’d as a major polilKal ton o and 
hr^uh Inking a duevt iiiUiosI in Ml* 
lkiliii>niii:i M'.is siiinrthml) iliMiussinl and 

Nai'iiii fkiil Tman iiismIU’iI inksplcie. 
And il Is Irniii hulo ikit Ikkiionurb 
xehci’l o| loiluiK’ k’KAii lo Uini lot the 

W'WsO, 

WIh'ii oks lions wore anTHHiiKod alter 
l?tc hiiK’r>ti’iKy was kitod, k k ll tk’ 
C'on^^ioss nloitK with JaiDivan K»ti and 
NaiKlim SaliKdhv to lonu (k’ Con^tr^’ss 
fill hemiKraiy 11 ns ih'W tf'oup suhsi- 
qiii’iUlv iiMiH’d Ik’Janata (’arty but were 
not ^ven nianv scats as tk>v had l.ikcft 
tksr (k’dsiiHi a kl late in Ik’ day. 
Kafui>!tin:i btHairie Ihe pctrok>nm aiK) 
<hcinicnl.s minister in the new ^ivono 
iiMuil but, H^Hh. acrordini; In Ikrse who 
know tmn, they never tell comfortable 
over lilt* dual niopik*rship Ihe KSS. 
He went alotip wilh CKtian Sm^h and 
IxraiiK' I tie fiiiiiiit e nimisu’t for a while, 
oiity In kM\e and irit'in the Congress 
11 h’ sl<»rv ki> It lh.it Indiia (mndk 
wi’nl In Ills lesuk’Hie aloll^ iMlh San};it 
anti asked the latter to tovk^ KiIhi 
I kTatia s feet. hahu>!iinj yielded and re* 
I till tied kippilv to d)e CjnitressHi fotd. 
I more so as he had never kit crunfnrt^ble 
I in tk* t^nKishiim havm*f been a pro- 


lolvpe C'^nKTossman al tas Ide. Indira 
t^imlhi inadr Imii Iht* S(rr^’(a^y*|^’nl’ral 
of the party, a rH‘w |k »1 whn'h found fur 
him .1 ^ibiV m bi*r nH>m in tlte AlCCll) 
k’.Hk|ii;irleis. kit jfave bun nr> wtirk. 
SIm* |iiomiN(’d km a iiunr4vr'dii|>. Hh* : 
1*101 tMHIS i.uiie .uhI went and liahuuunit 
wav h’fi kinoiHt- Me was supposed to ^o 
to KeruL to canipifiipi for Ik* party but 
was reKielairt tierausc he was upset wHh 
tfie CofiKTesH and would anyway have 
hked Ihe Udl icr relain cum ml of llw 
atate. He lolhmred tlx* advTte of some 
friends and |{ot admitted to ho^iitaL 

Kv«*ntUAlly. urubb to inleratv the 
liunuluitHin melt'd (XH lo lum by Sanpy 
<*afKlhi, IklHUfuna mack’ ik* Mx'tind 
iiiHfor imst.ik'uiaiHKi of hi.« career*—he 
<|tM Ihe OHikfress. A> eveiHs 1 limed 
out. ^!i|nv w.is kifhHl ■) iin air trash 
t^nm (iflei. Ikit fkihiutmu ihd not |usl 
tesihPi Immii Ihe Coni^'ss; livHihS u|> In 
his pnrH iiik’s he resitfnH his l^ik Sahha 
MMl as W’I'fl. 

An uisa'i'uie reipiiM' |M>xi|xxiod the 
tiarlmal ekvimn tor iiHxitlis on «jne 
tirtieii or Ik'other KbuIv. even Indira 
(iaiKlIii hiHl no optaxi Iwl to how beture 
the law ;uid Ihe ele\lKMi was lieM with 
flahuKiiiia vontesleiK a< an utdt'penrient 
wilfi I hr sti|iposed support <4 the entire 
l>|i|xisrtK>n. As he said recent Iv wIk*» 
miked why lx* liail »(one lo canipaiim for 
V P. Sinfth at ABahabad ftv oidy one day. 
’1s he ii tlakl that Iw needs ik* k'lp <7 
tk* eAire f say you are 

iharvft kill mi miuscxx’ b> suibti'slinjt lhai 
Ih’ tamN win AILiliahad on lus <iwa. 
Alter nil. whxh OppositKm k'ader t .nne 
to (farbw.il to iaiiip9i|{n fnr me. 1 was 
eiitirelv inv own." Inlefestmrdv, V.P, 
Sinph W'.t> tk' chH*( mviiater of HP al 
Ikit IKIM’ and k' obeyed Mrs Gandhi's 
HtsiructKins to mniie the Romr; a» toush 
as pusjwbh' lor K;ihu>!un;L Hie biter was 
DQured m an oriMniscd atlack on ivn and 


BXiugim'* pcHol camr c« 
ba dwwtaW Mo tve phHM. 
After i conUMl riw vNck 
te*terftltJNnU-70i,XhttboM 
• ilMdyU 







he lus. «K’tx>rdinif to ifMiso ck»M' to liini. 
ik'ver tenlly been able to loiRive V.P.‘ 
Sinidi ioT piavinK kxil. More wk lievause 
Sinr’h was his |>role&’. fuiviiiii; sts'ured 
Ihe Ia4( Sahlia lickel from A^ilvibad in 
1^71 entirely al Kahutuna's uderven 
tHin. IlahuKuna al the tinn’ wanlecJ lu 
neutnihse V.P. SiM*d5’« si ep-brother 
Sanl Kux Sm>rh. who wjs in the Con- 
KfesK iKJt was an active riv!luwrn>!er. To 
«'ouiUer him, BahujEuna hmuizht V.P. 
Snvd> into the paity but tk’ kit lei took 
little tune m ditching him for Sunfay 
Gandhi, Imeresfinylv. adifetiiiw, owinit 
to Bahu>tuna’s long mvolvemeni with Ihe 
trade unions of Allahabad and his ^as* 
teroot contacts there, his hold over this 
prestijEious constiluency was tntal. V.l’ 
watt a relative rvm eniily. I( has 
l.iken oT^y a decifde for the tables lo b«f 
turned 

A her wmranK Ik ek*i'lKin. Mahu^una 

d»d not really krutw what In (hr and 
re^xjtM e.iKerly lo Ckiran Smith's 
offer to joHi the k4 Gal m vice- 
presKk*nt. CItamn Sinjth Ihouithl thal 


lunpjtr is.i» UM 



rKRSUNALlTY 
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It is a (klTerenl niallfr Ihil I<k!«iv he is 
hoping that his goix! rebtKtns with tlx* 
Left wW he^ him lo ic-esiabh»h himsell 
in pdiiics. It is riorv tliun rienr tliai 
Kahugiina has decided tlmt thou* is ik» 
plaiT ior lum in Ihe emerging Opinisition 
order under V.I*. ^mgh <md llu* Jdivtio 
[)al. AltfxHJgh his old friends like Naiidini 
Sal Filthy have returned lo the Con- 
hr reahses that it is t<Ki Into (or 
hmi to negotiate any deal with tlie niimg 
party. And, tK.*rhaps. lie would not likt 
U» appear un opportunist ai this stagi* of 
Ins life. 

Hnliuguna's hopes (if political surviviil 
thus lie in lhi» eniergeme ul a third. 
|A>ft-diHniiuied friMit xilh him and Chan- 
itra Shi'kliiiT joining lluir funvs. I Ik' 

I ell jxirlu s have not ruk^d this out hut m 
iIk' Mim- THite ihin would rutlK'i goalung 
With V.I*. Singh il he breaks his conhictH 
wiih ihe liJi'oniT iind for all. If ii l umes 
t<« A i'lKMi'e hi'iwi^en Singh and Itaimgu* 


r 


Bahufuni'i hopti of ppHcil 
MTvivil lo in Iho omnionct of 0 
unr Lonvomnnoi irOm wnn 
him ml ChMdn Shakhir loM^ 
«... H« hn •hnyi rwHiped 
dmtotiHUft 


Balluauna tc«n(r«) wah {hf^m MHI N.T. Rama Rao. A|tt SInan aM V.P. 9»ngfi. laotM 


tliKiugh this iiKive he would expand his 
base And the path since tlien has been 
btteri'd with hurdles, threatening lo 
drive Hahuguna into obir.'tiin with the 
Lok Jial s|^t. While V.K Snigh has 
emerged as a consensus leader, liabuga- 
na has found il unable lo mxtjn dx* man 
he had grtxmied up as a leader, and 
preferred lo stay <iut of the Opposition 
uniiv negotiations initially. Today, hts 
faction has split even further llw Iasi uf 
tlie kiyal lieutenants. Sharad Yadav. has 
deserted the ship and has joined hands 
with Devi l.al. Ccmventxins are being 
called, press conferences held and wliai- 
ever be the final result-'Whether Hahu* 
wna hangs on tu a frajpnentc'd party or 
is thrown out as Yadav and the <Ahere 
have been thrMtenmg to dia—(here 
can be no two ofWKafs that his future n 
the Uk Dal is bleak. 

Bahuguna might have been chanjm 
paities in a desperate effort tb find a 
fuollxikl but he has renuined consistent 
in ivruifl beliefs. Knr instance, nrghing 
Itad made him ccnipromise hii secular 
principles and t<iday he bekmgs to (hat 


small hrcxxl of pobtHuins wh«i <k) ing 
hosilale lo >pi*uk out kHul «ind ^k‘ai «ai 
comniuiud issues, lie UhJc MNik* bold 
decisums regarding tlic Mushms m t'1* 
to th(‘ exteol ot rkvUruig ^ disputed 
i)K>sque open fur wocsliqi and ri'nuiting 
a rtsxird number uf MusIniis in ilw 
state's pcibce fon'e. lit* uuisis, '‘JIk* 
avtTage Hindu speaks id U’iiig slrtves 
und^ Muslims rule. My thesis difti*- 
rent; n wirs unly undit Hniisli ode that 
we al became slaves and never befixe." 
Musbnis. lie goes 4in tu add. have lx*e«t 
negtocied a great deal after J*nrtrtNei .'iixl 
liewcc. as Ihe chief mnsier tg 1.1*. he 
leK It his duty to aBevuie tlieir Utt. 

Kahuguna Ibs ^so alwHVs renviioed 
dose tu the Left, lo (lie <*xten1 of txKig 
desetibc’d by jxmiht emtes us m KC/K 
agent. He rejects ilk* latter charg<* as 
r^K'ukms and his few IrSemh m cIm* 
UpposilKin tk* not Ivsiiate ui point out 
(hat mgMng erxild be further to ho tlw 
truth. There n no doubt, however, tlut 
Kahuguna has always had a soft corm*r 
fur the Left and has never dianged hn 
stand. 


iM. iIk* OHiimunist iiartics willdcfinitciv 
gi * Ml mg wil II 1 i le fi inner. *1 he only (hi »rn 
at tlic iiHsnoot is tiH* HJl’ issue, tnit 
Utelv. V.r. Smgh .ipiHsiis lo hiive l)ceii 
nvning aw;iy fnnu the HJl* I old. >ii that 
Iw has ctHnmilted his jiartv to giving a 
statutory status for tk' Minontii's CiMii* 
oassioi) :md has ikiI hesiialed lo visit llw 
commuiiaJIy-Tense areas m Uttar 
I’ratk'sh. 

So. <»nce again, whether Hahuguna 
likes It or not. his fortunes in a sense arc 
linked with his l^^iiwr priHcges. tt V.I’. 
Singh trtkes a deleniuied stand against 
(he nglil-wmg Ion c%, Ihe Left wiUcome 
out i»|HMily to sii]>port linn iind his 
<«NiitHiK*. Wliai wdl then li;ippiii to 
ILthuguna is anyoTK* s guess, and a 
«juesliim to whk*h k' IrimscK probnblv 
«kK.s isrt h»vc IIk' answer. If V.I'. Sogh. 
on (he ijihcT land, tolkiws his ixil- 
kagues' advice atxl (leckk> to pilch in 
with tlx* riglil. llwn x 1 liir<l Ironi is nvire 
iluiii possible. If ivilhmg elsi', it will give 
M.iliuguna a new leaw of Ide unijf the 
iK’Xl ek'ctHms. A sad conimentary on a 
bnllifitit p.i^i, 

$Mm» Mimtato iNww OuM 




Fragmentation of 
1 lakh acre of land 
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* C^f Sn 6hMgw*t Jhs Azad Igrta HiZBffbegf^ 


It has been decided to distribute 1 lakh 
acre of land arnbrig 
tribals and th^ Economical ward 
people of Bihar, by 3iet:Mar<ch. 1989. A 
grant of Rs tO’crores Was Be^ 
specially earmarked *to!t>e ^U/outed 
among thern.fordeve|opihgthe'lar>d. 
The landless will be assured bff^eir 
rights to the land bacl^ 
documents^',, ’ll'; 

, . vll! 

the government is.evar,dieriTp, 
implement land reforrns. prated. 
Harijans dnd'Adiva$j$^rc^evietior> 
and concrete steps ^ave b^n taken in 
this direction. 

* ^ • 

The hon’bl© Prime Min^ste^fl^ljit 
Gandhi, whileoo lourtaCIpMnagpur, 


had instructed that the Adivasi Welfare 
Scheme be implemented along with 
the Panchayat Raj system. The 
government of Bihar considers its duty 
to follow the Prime Minister's directives 
in letter and spirit and will leave no 
stones unturned. In Santhal Pargana 
and in Chotonagpur 43.000 cases of 
land disputes have been solved on a 
war footing and 47,000 acres of land 
has been returned to the Adivasis. 

We have resolved to settle the 
remaining disputes by 31 st March, 
1989. The concerned authorities have 
been instructed to dispense of new 
cases filed in the meantime. 
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AVIATION 


The search for causes 


A fter the shock and horror. : 

the introspection. What | 
caused the twin air disaa* , 
ters on !9 October in which 
164 peof^ were kiHed? As 
for tlie Indian Airlines crash at Ahmeda* 
bad. the marufement appears lo take 
the view that it was solely on account ol 
(^1 enor. Much as the Vayudoot 
manasenient would like to, it is becom- 
injt increasin^y difficult to advance the 
sente reason for the crash n( its Fokker 
Friendship near Guwahati airpofl. 

Iliat instniment failure was behind 
the Vayudoot cnsh is a view that has 
gamed ^nsiderable credence. Admits a 
senior official of the NaUonal Airports 
Authority: ''Flight safety personnel and 
Vayudoot pilots had <omp4ained at least 
she times in the course of bst year that 
(he instrument bndins system (ILS) at 
Guwahati was defecUve." ILS malhinc* 
tion is. however, not the only posiihle 
reason for the crash. A new lead has ; 
now been thruvm up by a letter written 
by an Indian Atrhnes pikit to the ministry 
of civil aviation and other agencies, 
stating (hat he had observed a "gross 
calibration error” in (he very high fre¬ 
quency Omni range (VOK) instrument at 
the Guwahati airport. 

The pilot. Captain F.N. Sharma 
states (see photocopy) that on (wo 
occasion s in October he abandoned pcK- 
tke approaches of his Boeing due to 
VOK fluctuations. FoAowini this, he 
informed Guwahati air lra& control 
fATC) of the “grave situation". He ia 
now prepared to make a statement 
before the court of inquirv headed by 
Justice Umesh Baner^ m order to 
create consciousness about air safety 
standards. 

For any aircraft landing, there are the 
ft^wing options avadaWe to the pdot. 
The first, weather conditions permit¬ 
ting. is to make a visual or manual 
tanding. On the morning of 19 October, 
the visiiiHty over Guwahati was poor 
and there was no chance of the pilot 
Captain B.S. RKog^, making a manual 
landing. This led him to switch on the 
VOR and ILS instruments for landing 
support. The 26-ye8r-old Fokker 
Fri^ihip ia one of the few aircrafi 
without the VOR distance measuring 
equipment (DME): TV VOR. there¬ 
fore. could only give Cepuln Bhogal 
direction for landmg. The ILS. which 


New leads into what led to the recent Vayudoot crash 
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becomes operatiofia] before the itoaft 
reaches touiiulown point, hes a locala- 
er. which indates the central point U 
the runway and the outer marker, which 
gives the width of the runway. This was 
unserviceabk on the day of the crash. 

The l-fated VT-EAH took off from 
Silcharand made contact with Gewihali 
on the volt Subaequentiy. el O0.S1 
hours, it co mpleted tbe procedure cam 
foranlLSapproedion the GuwahMi 62 
iwway. Thm a e romto iMer. the pdol 
reported completxn of the procedure 
turn and info nned the centred (owef tbil 
it was not gettmg the gbde slope. TWa 
was the.l^ message to the ceiM 
tower. Tiw plane oaahed iffo the LfiD 
feet high Rani Hfla. iulfing il 34 n 
board. 

The cause of the crash then eo^he 
either one of the folowng. If the VDK 
was fluctuating, it might beve ^aetsd 
the pdot awiy from the nmway, Whii 
the to aaah n the iMk IW 

aeeond p oa^ bi h ty ia th 0 the fodlper 


«;faia»a ftMh auaationa 

was faulty and diverted the aircraft 
wrm^y on the procedure turn and 
deacent. Either way. the fact that the 
plane was 34 degrees off ccFurae from 
the runway hkils strongly at some kind 
of instrument feihire. 

The final verdict on the cause of the 
crash, of come, will be known only 
after the recordings in tbe flight digit 
recorder <FDR) have been decoded. U 
the Erection and speed show a constant 
deviation towards the hiOs, it would 
mdkate a fault in the locaiaer. TIB the 
FDR it decoded, both Indian Air&nes 
and Vayudoot are rensaessing their fli^t 
safety regulations and coBating all the 
iMtrument fluctuation and failure 
ctervations made in pdot log bo^. U 
Bk resulia are aa revttkng a» expected, 
then, dvi aviation pilota might soon be 
deman^ a reply aa to why instni- 
menu ei the oirenft they are flying are 
not maintabied properly. 



SPECIAL REPORT 


Male m achismo 

India intervcmes to put down a coup attempt 

in the Maldives 



l^kr n }ovHv duster of about 
isbjids Kruige then) 
with coi’unut palms and 
beai'hes rit sparkknjt \dvtc 
coral. Surround (hem with 
reels within which a KerUle clear sea 
plays host to a spectacular vaneiy of 
exouc hsh—a natural arpianum. Leave 
shout a thousand of the islands unmha* 
bited. Populate the real with a mere two 
lakh peo^. 

What do you pet? I'aradme? 

Apparently not 

Last fonraHht. ihe tiny island repubbc 
of Maldives was threatened by what 
mutt rank ai one of the most boarre 
coup attempts. A few hundred armed 
men. who had sailed all the way trom Sri 
Lanka to the captul Male, ventured to 
take control ol the nation. Their object: 
to overthrow the jtovenvnent of Preth 
dent Maumoon AMul Oayoom. As the 
world watched with bated breath, k 
appeared for a few fleeting hours that 
the bid. at otxt daring and tarocal. 
would succeed. Uten the Indiaii tn* 
tervention came—swift and decisive. 
But urhat transpired in between could 
keep a thrder writer in business for a 
few vears. 

1 he drama began m the cany hours o( 
3 November when about 20il armed 
men—mercenaries from Sn Lanka—in 
two ships lowered themselves stealthily 
inU boats and headed for Male, jeawd 
by another 200 men. who had infihrated 
into the island before, the groups set 
about attacking three targets: the head- 
quartern of the National ^unly ServKe 
6lSS), wlvch houses whatever kttle 
Maldrves boasts by way of armed mfSA: 
the ra^. television and telecommunKS- 
tion centres; and the presidential oalace. 

llw first target was the {’resident's 
palace, known as Mulec Aage. Armed 
with RPG-7 nickel bunchers and AK* 
47s, they sneaked into Male, shooOng 
down a few early monung joggers as 
they approached the* palace. By the dme 
they entered the palace. Gayoom had 
already fled: the NSS men havuig 
whiskH him away to another part of 
Male. In the battle, both the pal^ and 
the NSS headquarters were riddled with 
biiUels. Twenty people were killed and 
about KK) iiyured in the fightmjt. Says 


Katena Liirf. a ileri m letephone 
departmeirt: heard ilu* gunfue and 

lustthoogN u waiilhimder. My husband 
fell It was pari of the preparatiotks lor 
the 11 November nateinal day celebri- 
uais. Whii) wc came ckji of nur house at 
7 am. vre saw three iniemlbs runnuig 
and shiHituig m the streets. After lhai 
we were Iihi ln>d>fcned (o come out until 
the indem army landed. “ 

Hr nvaders made two ivaaly mis- 


MiiOiNpaMIlNiwIw 
bid lor cnM a* ui 

«W»«rtto|dliinitlwWa 
Mtfi ol hihii biW||iiM 
Onn aa Sfl Into a iMniii 
wia lidw ip wBwi M^r 

MW«fllHlfKF,liai«M 

tiMyMmIknMUItoaiMVI 


takes They (ailed to Uke over the 
tetecianmunkatam centre unme^ely 
<tfid by Uh’ tanc they iJhI. Gayuum had 
already appi^iled to frrndly countries fnr 
help. Mttfeuver. thev mexpbcably failed 
10 lakrover the wport at Hdule. an 
island about a irale fnxn Male. TIss 
nude the task iif ihc Indian armed forces 
nuKh (’.rsMT 

As the battle raged. Gayoom n- 
structed he two ambassadors—the Mal¬ 
dives has only two embassies, n Col¬ 
ombo and n New Yivk—to request 
military rKerventna Four countnes 
were asked—bxha. USA. Bnlam and 
Pakistan. To lend weight to the 9 phal. 
Gayoom personally contacted high offi¬ 
cials in these countnes. In New 
he had (he ear of Kqiv GandN himsetf. 

Withm hnurs of the assault taking 

^ace. news agencies had begun flashoig 
the coup attempt around the umrid. Hie 
reports suggested that (he'coi^ was 
engineered by former Maldives Presi¬ 
dent Anur Ibrahim Nasir. who niM the 
county between t96dand 1979 and now 
lives in enie in Singapore. Nasir has 
been chvged with mastermnding two 
earlier coup attempts—the bit ti 1983. 


when British mercenanes were em¬ 
ployed to overthrow Gayoom. ^spimn 
that he was b^und this attempt too 
rested on the fact that cht shi^ the 
mercenaries used were chanered in 
Singapore. Nasir was bebeved to have 
used Abdullah Lutufi. a Maldives based 
businessnan and a close associate, to 
recnat the mercenaries. Western news 
agencies cbimed that the mercenaries 
were Eelam militants and one even 
qiHited setvor Sn Lankan officials to 
make out that the men were Lberatnn 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) mem¬ 
bers contracted for a fee of two mdlKm 
American dnltars phis a base in one of 
the natiwi’s uninhabited islands. 

y 9 am Rajiv Gandhi had uiformed 
'Congress Working Committee 
membera of Gayoom's request and, 
soon after, aet up a special task u iree to 



THE COUP AND HOW 
IT WAS FOILED 












deal with the dituatk^. It comprised 
foreiipi minister P.V. Narasbnha Kao. 
defence miniateT K.C. Pant, mformauon 
and broadcastinj; minister H.K.L Bha* 
fcat, defence secretary Seshan. foreign 
seaetary Menon. iomt secretary m 
the PMO Konen Sen and Kajiv himself. 
Finally, it was the Cabinet Convnitiee 
<on Political Affairs (CCPA). which met 
in the afternoon, that (ode the decision 
to intervene—apparently one Out took a 
few hours to reach. 

Once taken, the next step was to 
inform the SAARC nations as well as 
USA and USSR through Ibeir ambassa¬ 
dors. As h turned out. neither super¬ 
power objected to the Indian decision. 
The Americana—also requested to 
help—told the government that it would 
take anything between 42 and 72 hours 
for their nearest warship to reKh the 
Maldives The Russians said the ded* 


sun was purely India's as the MaUive^i 
lies in her “bayard". Only Pakistan 
was unhappy over the Indian dectsKin 
Foreign oMce sources say Uiat the 
Pakisiams repeaiedy en^Aasised that 
they were al^» askt^ to intervene and 
that by a cuuniry which is ctmiprised 
almost whuBy of Stain Muslims. Pakis* 
tan suggested a jueil nuklary missiorL 
which was rejected h>' Ilie* govenuneiil. 

As for the utlwc SAARt cuuntrH's. 
only Nepal spoke openly u support of 
India. Hangbdesh and/Sn Lanka tvere 
silent. thoiWh the UltH. faced wHh the 
emburrassinrnt that the meivvnaries 
were cUiacns. stepM up psktroBmK Iwi 
western shoies la prevent them fr<»m 
shppmg back to ^ cuuntry. 

Pruflk then u«>’it was a quesiHHi of 
strategy. Fxad rept^s on the situatwni 
in the island were not avadahle. 
Sources m the defence inrntry say that 


tlie anny's it^ brass telt tliat iIk» best 
ciprion would b(* lo bomb (Ik* mer^erurv 
occupied stnmidiokls belore ending the 
troops in—a rvsuniiiwndalior bastnl on 
the belief that the invadt i^ IlkJ total 


3 NOV. 4.30 AM 
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Indian paratroopdrs land at HuhiM 
airport. Naval ships lesvs forths 
MaMivas from Cochin ___ 


in Mall* In it tto** •*» 1 , ii was fiMriiiiair 
tiMt Ua> uas Vk'liHil as lh«* 

ijii*tc<’iviiu s iImI v.iihiiin <1 iimI 
Miiri<«*v<<i !i’*la«iiiu IIm' ^irrsKk'fMMl 
pahar iv inliMr tiHiMii l hiM I’liik’jrcH 
IikIm Ut iSr Makll' Mllv 
StH»n, ilK»ai kVj jviMiitittiH'is MiMii 
AKt<^ Timk' .iixl « Kis<' in 4:iiv.nM wani* 
flimii Id i Kiiiiiilhiiri ,iixl lliisi Ml l<i IIh* 
MaMiii's in in'i IIh lAh 

midu^l Idiit lrr<i at lliiliili’ .ll 4 '••n 
M l(l.;ii} I ill ^1 alHMit I hi <11111* tMiV'. 
thir** iiiiM M,iisJiij's ol iIh’ Sakilirm 
Naviil OiimuMiJ vi s ’4 MiHii (iMhin u> 
till* is|a»i*l'. Hn |«>ii*'Mi:nt iixfliBi**? M 
NdVrinlv'i \ ti K 11 . m*ii* fkiwii in, 

hi idi.'iiu* th' Id) if ii I, I.'ll ai • ohlin>* lo 

^HrinilM'lll '*'.'Mil.>l« 1 <lldA**Vr<, IMK' 

siMiidi I \l iliii I * in il'< N[ iltinrs Idlir 

*>iiN>*\\ llt.*< ila . ..I M’lstinnd 

dt‘ji!«A*i'fi s'niM ' '1 f< > 'fi n.Miit \ n«* 


^iiKiinl as Kajiv Gandhi 

Slated m Tarka^'ni later, was imly a 
inntiruEfixy measure. Fur by 2.1W am 
ihai UHiowiK. II was virtuaiy over, with 
iN* Inrhain m aaiipk*le cinin'l nf the 
island siatr atv) the merrerunes havirut 
lakni to their hears and fled. 

There was never any quest hki that 
ihi* l»iik* wuuld bt* an loxxiual une but 
the nM'rvi*narx*s made the aiWd forces' 
task mucliea^HThy ncs capturimt Hulule 
airporl. This tuversisht?) ainwed the 
purairfxjfiers to bnd at Hukilc and ren¬ 
dered (Im' varher. na^re diffviih and 
ikiiwTiNis, |iai) of iurdropptnK them 
over Male unrhsTSsary. 

Ihiwrvt^. ilM'iurviTf wasekrsed. Kul 
just as tile AN*J& were abtatl to touch 
iktw’ii, friduti tiilettrKent'e had amnt*ed 
Im llx' runway liehis ir> hi* switclwd on. 
'Hh* Itaffw* tower was i^rdetl hy NSS 
iiK*ik and the lAF pdoCs were ipven tlie 
codewords tu conimunicale with 
lh(*in.*Wi* IkkI our mloniiers amnns 
them and wi knew we wen' landing in a 
It wildly Miuntry.*' said a piVit. 

With the miffcenanes in no mood to 
lake on the troops, the tkiy island capital 
(population: SU.filO) was secured within 
6 couple of hours. At 5 am. Gayoom 
^Tilled Kapv to thank bm for the Indian 
intervention. It took a little longer bfr- 
(ore the l*resident could annoiaice to the 
nalHm that he was n controL At 8.3U 
am. soun after the rvbo sUlwn des- 

If wIMni iIm, (hi c«f ritirnpt 
«f)f contoceG^Mn MK 
min0ff OMWHn 

MVpiM el hk, ncaW Ml 
cerS a keep t^Mple iHMr. 
TMtttakMMwMf-Mi 
tecNR |Mn aS iSMy h 


rroyed by the mercenaries was restored 
to working order, a (fateful Gayoocti 
thanked India ‘Tor responding so well 
and in time" to hia SOS. SfMaldng in 
l^vehi. the MalA'vian national Ian* 
guage. he announced an enquiry “to 
identify the ruthless mercenahea" be* 
haid tlW coup attempt. 

IV coup may have been foded but. in 
a sense, the task of the armed forces 
had only just begun. The mercenaries, 
who had fled in their two ships, had 
taken 2.S hostages—including the Maldi* 
vian transport minister. Ahamed Mu* 
jathaba, and a member of the Majbs (the 
Maldives Parliament). Ismail Nasser. 
Mntar and rocket fire accounted for one 
of the ships and four mercenaries were 
captured.. But many of them as well as 
tlK hostages were on the other, wbch. 
although slightly damaged in (he firing, 
manag^ (u slip away. 

Indian naval ships and lAK aircraft 
werv deployed for the chaxe. And it was 
only late that evening (4 November) that 
the fugitive vessel was spotted. That 
raghl. two warshipn—the INS (rodavan 
and rhe INS Beiwa~>wen: able to sur* 
round the slup. which was by then fast 
appruaching Sn Unkan territorial wa* 
ters. Apparently, the mercenanes held 
out for a day and it was only the 
following evening November) that 
they were rounded up and the hostages 
fre^. A visibly relieved Gayoom 
announced that those aboord the ship— 
the Progress light—had succumbed to 
“psycholtigkal pre^^iirp’' 

The Indian warships had fired warning 
shots in the ait and helicopters were 
hovering over the vessel. It seems that 
this proved mure than the mercenanes 
could take. They tiered no lesistaiice 
when naval commandos finally stormed 
the vessel. The mercenaiiea kiUed four 









lAl hKT«>Kr 



hosiapeA And injured seven uUtrfS but 
the transport inmiitier and hfs wife 
CHcapi'd unharTned Only 47 mercenar¬ 
ies were found aboard the vcsst'l and H 
is believed ihiit tlie rest escaped toother 
t&landb in boats. 

Bven before the hostage drama had 
played itself out. (he Pivne Minister 
drew attentKin to the lajdtly successful" 
operation. While mahmg a suo moto 
statement m Parkament on 4 November. 
Kajiv praised the armed liirces; "I'he 
(^rations have been earned out m an 
extremely light tmie-frame without a 
single casualty uO now.” He announced 
that the troops would start pulbng out 
the same night, but that, in response to 
a request from Gayoom. some would 
remain for combing and moppoig up 
operations in (he other islands. 

A t the time of goov; to piess. there 
has been no h#-level ofhcial reac¬ 
tion about who masterminded the coup. 
Neither Gayoom (who has been silent) 
nor lUjiv Gandhi (who attributed it to 
"disgruntled Maldivian expatriates'’) has 
been willing to speculate. However. ^ 
suspicion is now directed at formcT 
President Ibrahim Nasir. 

Nastf’s aOeged involvement in two 
earlier coup attends makes him a prime 
suspect. That the sh^ used by merce¬ 
naries were chartered in Singapore is 
viewed both in New Delhi and Male as 
unlikely to be a coincidence. Moreover, 
the former PreskJenU who left the 
Maldives for Singapore in 1979 with an 
estimated eight miUion dollars, has cen- 
sidera^ financial assets in Sri lanfca— 
where the mercenaries were hired. 
Nasir, of course, has denied the charge 
that had a hand m trying to overthrow 

the goverwnenl. A statement releised 
through his attorney in Sing^cee clanna j 


that he no longer has any interest in the 
Maldives. 

Lutud’s own involvemem in the hid is 
beyond doubt. The Prcsadeni confirmed 
that the Colombo>bascd businessmafi 
and doae associaie of Nasir s was qwi- 
ted by local fishermen shouung eisiru- 
tions to AK-47*toiing mercenariL-s, 
There were rumours that he actu^ 
occupied Gayoom’s chair n (he palace, 
but the Presfoenl pamed a quesiinn 
about ties: "l^ven if they entered (he 
palace, there was no one lakaig orders 
from (hem'* 

Urtufi's movements before the bid 
attracted nutice m some quarters. A 
amor South Wodi official told Sunimv 
lhal he arrived secretly ei Male on 30 
October—four days beh^re dw aUenipt. 
He added that Gayoom had cemeBed his 
scheduled visH to New Pciu on I 
November because he had gut wind of 
Uiiufi's arrive Gayoom had pleaded 
indisposition but the officia] makiiained 
that his ilness was “dfokimatic'' and not 

“rear 

There is abo the question of the 
identity of (he mercenaries Initul re¬ 
ports put out by AIK and tfoordarshan 
suggested that they comprised b(,>tl. 
Sinhalese and Tamils from Sn Lanka. 
The western press, however, made out 
that they were al Ec4am rrabtants. 
However, representatives (i the major 
mgitant groiqis that Sunimv spoke to r 
Madras denied involvement in the 
attempt Said leader of the modeiace 
Tamil United Uberation Krovt CIliLK). 
A. Amnthalingam: “1 taSied to Tkmd 
mifatant groups in Colombo and they had 
no knovdedge. 'nis enuat have been the 
work of bci^ who were dr^HXds." 

Nevertheless, strong nrmours in Col- 
ombo had it that (he mercenaries belong 
to the Peoffe i L^eratwi Orj^sation 


<g Tamikvlani (il.OTI.i, Tin.- Uhu) 
group has chise luik-- ««nii Uu IVI*. «m 

orgar^tion of Suit^ild (’xtiriiii^K Siikv 

some reports sUU*«l imuakd 

ies spoke IxKh Taiitil .siul SinUU it i. 
bebeved tlial il iimid luii* Uch <i |i>nH 
operation, Hm* tunaniix hisi' mi^i' ii 
ceived support with die Maldii'v)> 
minister. PathiilUi Jami'cl. cUiimiig \k\{ 
the merceuarv-d. in Ui t. did l>i4oiig tn 
P14)T£. liowt*v’(-r, dw nuiu».tri did not 
either catcgoiiirtllv iiffiiin <>i doliv 
Nasir's invoIvcou’M fumi lAiUifi. 

two other Sri l^iiikj luscd Mdldivuui 
businesismen Jwvi’ kx-ii brikrd to ifk* 
coup SagiU NaMr <04(t Ibraliiin 

Mahk. The 1 liter weiv -Is.. ui 

the two eailiri loupft 

Wluk* Drill! jhilted itsi It -u) (Ik* Ixli'k 
for huvmg < lustn-il ihr Iwl jii>l in 

the (ofo 1^ ImVIh^ pLl.Vll gi*u 

darmr. wM wuu f«iik<iit<ii W4» the 
KridI fsiluir of IihIuii uilellij^cix v fM>l!i 
m the Makfives -uwl Sn Unka. (iivcni 
tlut Sn l^iika lx 'Hw^iiiiing with livJiaii 
operative!, svimu umln llic 

Indian ]'e«< Kwhuk Tokc dl'Kh). it 
IS odd. to My iIk' Ic^nI, ilut \U‘i did out 
know <d ilie •iHempI h«'loi ehxiid. 
Moreovci. the iih tieri.iik ^ roiildi/l 
have been liiud o^i-migli: loiw leiM^rl 
staled dial it over x eigf'l' 

mundi pviiod) ,ohi mi dun- i<iii he mi 
cxiVAv of Iteiitj! CfiiigJ)i oit kUfCid by a 
Midden devi I<i|Mih*iiI Mh'Ii. it ix unlikely 
dial Nxxii. iH wIkh'voi (Isr iiMSler- 
inuxk.'d die )>«d, iIhI wnhkHji pimnise 
id a (an ilegit r oj uitrivul •ilit>tK>rl. 
Indian mteliiKciui was. ckaily. also m 
dir daik <ivti dux Maldives iikiy be a 
tiny lountiy Uit is vv:vird widi Keojiob* 
tkal Hii|a>narHc li v India'x mieivKi 
dial (ia VI axil iciiiains in (urn it Ik* has 
been in the* foteliunt of du l ainjKiign to 
denubtanse die Iniluin tfrian and, a few 
years aj^i. shut di^wn a Hriuah naval 
base in i»ne nf ihr nalion's many isUndx. 

As (or (iayxHHii. lU* i'oup attempt may 
nuke him kiok rkisei and harder at s^xne 
of hisdunWu poliiirs Ifin govenimenl 
bees charges i4 \x‘inK oiHucasivc (free¬ 
dom (A speec'li is iH>t loleraledJ, of gross 
nep<rtisni Ciwrrof (fayooni’s brothers -in¬ 
law are mmisterx and a h(»st of relatives 
arc unpi>nanl offuials) and rigging elec¬ 
tions (he was eleiicd with a per tent 
majonty rucendy). 'llierv has 4ISo been 
considerable dtsaffcctinn over his movea 
to l^iidse the republic. If nothing 
dsc. the i'oop attempt, the third in his 
ten-year reign, may bung home that it 
takes more than abundant supplies of 
fish, coconut and c<ir8l to keep a people 
happy. That it lakes some dcriiig^^ven 
to ensure peace and stability m paradise. 
Mbi Mi/JIM and fatrafokha 
CMtorfoa^AawiMWand Bh^wM 
frb^Madraa 

Mraaom DabaiNaDaP 
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NEWS 


A volley from the ranmrts 


The Ccmgressd) rally at 
Red Fort in nivniffry of 
Mrs (uindhi is ftanked hy 
pre-poll rhetoric 

Will Ilk’ jviifik’ \'«iCr I'H 
IIhim’ 

rir>f Ii>f 

i^jti 

l<.i(i^’ IriHii tlx 

i .ini^hirls IIk’K lil h<1 

ih« moiMiotr Th' foiirih ilr*ih 
annivt'isarv ol Mr> ItidiM ^;iikIUi. 
(isU oMbtv Ix’in^ i MiumiiioiMcU ;i'> tlH* 
‘'naiiDtvU tnlogratH n dav" Hm lh»* 
rtkHe arranjh'nriiis left iv» in «Viulrt 

irf Ox’ Ciink;r('»nx’irs u*4l inuiuton 
Thv (he balM had ht'ieun m 

ryeht iMfik’si, 

l'l(’|iaMlhHt< r<M tlk' "i i’k’hi;fl)in)>” 

had Ih’KOIi werkk in aA\ »i« 4'. 'Tlxit t|H 
GmKrcksili b<ws4'^ wcti iiiiwiIImi^ \*t 
trtkf any t haiuvs w-in .iptMjrri, T" him 

iIm’ I'vriil M>lo,i ^ Ml^ 

rfikl Ml.Ah c’vrii inunui|h«l 
alnrs w\'U’ anli<’d lo nyrilNW iiuwils. 
Kven slw»;)k« 1 ikTh in (Ik- laiMlars («iii 
gesteil liiihiik’hs HUMS wiMv rnpeH in n> 
meet tlx* i }i.ilk’nionx (aiKt*('> 'l ikail nikl 
his nu’ii wild ImiI ihukrrl Iht'mselvt''' at 
tiu’ 4(nai C'hit> • tlk' i.ipiul's <’i(ui4ak’nl 
(ii llvJt' l^irk in LiMHliHi .hkI thy oniciml 
ve any l< >i t Ik* Ct uikTes^l I) rullv wyi v ui 
nu ttkkkI (d Hhifi, ik’hpiU' thi’ prnviR.i 
lion nf .1 iniiimulil likihl tif laiKdiis \nv 

nxjsk* Ht iiflii'idl Ix'Ih’sI nnil a vxik’nl 
clash in which Iw'n lanmTs ilx'd Hh' 
nuituly. Lht' Conin'i’ssil) rckiiinl a»fl 
&h^C(l its vi'niK' lo Ki’fl V'n, i. Uhitf (tu* 
Prune MiiusIm '^ adinirt rs msK^.-nl llkit 
the party had ckMie tih’ Vt’X'<’lul ihuip', 
there were inanv wht»saw it as a *sLip on 
the face <if ilx* I’nnu* Mmistei hv ihi‘ 
rustii Tikau’. 

At tile rally, llie ittessagi; was ik’ar 
The Prime Minister mimpelcd llv liKk 
ycar-oid history ol ilx? C'lngrcss and 
mocked llx.* Opposition {artws "who 
could iH‘t remain together k>r Ktu days'. 
adding sarcastic ally that ilie newspap* 
ers, late, had been leporiing that tliey 
"Ciwld not stay logidher even for K*) 
hours“The OpposiUei nunc'h was like 
d platfonn of manv planks pul togelhet 
without nail4 to hold them.' ilw PM 
ccxtiinucd. The CnngresslO strategy, 
obviously, 18 lo w<M) the electorate by 


ri’nurKkng llie pisiple of the Cinigress' fires and bi ought peace in the land, the 
gliinous history. AddressinR a lour bkh , PM umhniieJ. He taunted the Opposi* 
odd (Towd, whkii had gatlxTed on Ihi’ iHin fur talking Ug but Uiling tn deliver 
occasaxi. the Pnme Minister hrki forth wlu’n ii ihiih* lo doing siHnelhing con- 
1 on the Congress* contributions t<» , siaxiivt'. " I'hc <hv*5i(kin parties are 
the counlrv m the pre- ««nd |xisl- m.l ei>emies nl the Congress, but <if the 
lixk’pendeix V |xtkmJ; the way the Cun I couii’rv ../' he IhundcrH thcnigh he did 
izri’ss hikl under Nehru and Indira t)an ivH sat anythjngon ihe specilic demands 
dhi. shaiied the couniry'k polxies and i uf Mahiodur Singh I'lkail ol the Hltar* 
irogramntrs. atiya Kisan (InKHi (HKH). 

All m tune wiih tl>e Congress' thi*me However. Rajiv Gandhi wa& all 
song, giant cut-ouia of Indira Gatidhi concern and sympathy for I he farmers. 
w«*ie to he seen everywhere—en mute He said the Gre^ n RewiluUKi. initialed 

to Red Fort and at the venue itself. Thi’ by Iuk nxither, had helped improve the 

' Prime Minister's speech evoked kit of the farmers suhstantuilly and he 

: (ik*iiK>nes of the famous liual Ckih rally |iromi»ed there wouki he >* hh'othI 

^ im Hi November, IWS. when be had n vidutKir in rural India which would 
likened Mrs Gandhi’s death to the Lil of geiieraie empkfyineni and (>r<ispeniy. 
M tunviin tree and ■Ktareelly hinted that thanks to Die new emphasis tm fixid 
tile gruesome carnage <4 November proi'i*s$ing units. 

PW4 waskketheticmorsihat mvMtaNy The Green KeviduiHiti hiiil Ih’iicIiUkI 



, Ha|te Gandw »00f —>k >ff crowds at ths C n n j rsss rally: BiaparVa Iflfry—r history 

I Icdkiwed such a fal. “Anyexte would be farmers in Punjab, Haryana and western 
sad d his mother cbed. But she was a UP and now the revolution would recur 
mother tu the entire couftiry. and m the in eastern UP. Bihar and West Bengal— 
I nation’s gnef. I fuund si^ipoct for mine. ’ lutheno nejdecled regnns. Many inter- 
i said t lie PM at the Red Fort rally, ^ preted this as a clever bid to divide the 
' evoking memories of a not*too>distan(‘ farmers and snatch the thunder from 
past. 'nkair. whose followers consist largely 

When Mrs Gandhi died and he took im <4 the relatively afBuent farmers who 
the reins, the country was bemg tom had indeed benefited from the Green 
apart in Puniab. UaQeehng. Assam, the Revdution. 

north>ea»i and (he south and it was his Kemimscenl c4 his famous words in 
government that had duvsed the raging Hnmbay about *powei brokers', the PM 


admitted that there was larec'Scalv cor- 
niptiun in the Kovemment and m a telling 
observation, made the point that for 
every Ks € spent by the govenvneni on 
projects and programmes for the poor, 
only a benefit of Re 1 percolated 
down to the villagers. "We have to 
identify Uie obstacles and obstructions 
and ensure that the nwiney meant for 
development actually reaches liv pe<i* 
pie/* he said amidsl loud applause. 

I'lte IVime Minister held forth on the' 
"voluminous report" which proposes a 
first national perspective plan for 
women. Obviously, the Hnine Muuster 
has not hirgntten that when il comes to 
voles, women form a sizeable chunk of 
iIk' ckxlocale. 

'I'he foreign hand argument was pre* 
dtetaUy invoked, lending credence to 
the aHse^vment that the 3] Ck tober rally 
sUQiaJled the start of (he election season 
and that no stone would be left un* 
turned in the Congress' pursuit of vir* 
tory. H. K. L. Hhagat, the l&B minister 
and one of the greatest crowd muhiliS' 
ers, who spoke at the raly, left no 



doubts about the political message of the 
gathering. Talk of 'revolutions' marM 
the speeches of almost al the major 
party dignitaries who addressed the 
crowd. Bhagat was aS pmie U)t the 
revotutfon that Mn Gandhi liad ushered 
in and lor her son's achievement. The 
doubting Thomases who wnie off the 
Congressd) will be in for a rude shock, 
he asserted. But will the party's rdunce 
on its two trumpeards—Indira <«»>«•■ 
And the foreign hand issue—help Rajiv 
Osndhi a seem time? 

OiatWlee f ^ 

•kMOT ivni o ii w 'm 





Je*iCnafcri6<ilY: sup tua iWng io pwwMie 


When friends turn foes 


Jatin Chakraborty wiRtts 
bur the dispute heiwceu the 
RSPaud (heCPi(MHsNot 
yetresofved 

After fighong a ^I’DiU'd 
battle fur over a munih 
against the mighty 
CI^(Ml. Jatin Chakr«dvir- 
ly. (he dumnulive, ogar- 
puffing nufisler m rlurge 
of (he puMk* works de 
' part mem in the West Henipl Cabniet. 
finaDy gave a <)n October, in a Hhon 
but tersely-worded kHier to chef nums- 
ter Jyoti Basu. Chakiahriy resigned 
from (be mmistry. apparemly ending a 
I 4i^day hiier war between the consti¬ 
tuents of the ruling Left KioW govem- 
i ment m West Kenjp]. I'nkiical obser- 
I vers, however. feH (hat the war is far 
I frc«n over and Chakrahorty's rvsignatHMi 
I ody marks a temporary truce in the 
on gouig tusde. 

jatm Chderaborty's rcsignsUm comes 
cn the w^e of bitter, and often, aermo- 
»ous exchanges between Chakraborly 
and the Marxist chef ninister iy<Hi Hasu 
for over a month. Chakiaboriy. who has 

held the PWD portfoho fur U years and 
was liA recem^ a close conbdanl of (he j 
I chMmittster. has been at the centre cif 
a raging controversy Utat surfaced bi 
md-September when a beat Bengali 
d^ published (he photocopy of a con* 
fidential memo to the chei mmster. 

In the memo dated 26 August. ChA 


raliony nuggi-sted that (he chef minister 
had verbady insiructed him to fsv<nu‘ a 
Calcutta-based kimpmanufdclurer, Hen- 
gal Lamp, while nuking government 
iHjrchases. .What is more, the note 
hinted that (lie chief mmislcT may be 
favouring Kengal Lamp since Jyofi 
liasu'x son Chandan Kasu, was once 
assoculed with the firm. However, it is 
a fact tlut ever since Chandan Hasu 
jomed Bengal Umpm the late Seventies 
;»s an executive, and even alter he quit a 
year bier, (lie finu has been bagging a 
bonshare of the gov«'mment's purch- 
asi* orders of bulbs and lubck|d>is. 

'I'he CP](Ml leadership considered 
the nwnio as a calculated !dur on the 
personal miegnty uf the chief minister. 
L4?d by the veteran Marxist and Left 
Front chairman, Saroj Mukherjee, the 
state committee hagan muunting press¬ 
ure on the KSP to withdraw Jatm 
Chakraburty from the Cabinet and 
nominate another minister. But the state 
KSP leadership stood by'Chakraborty. 
The Forward Bloc, another major con¬ 
stituent of the nm-party ruling Front, 
too openly sided with the KSP in the 
dispute. 

But the CPKM) successfully wooed 
the other seven constiitjents. Together, 
they r>rchestrated a campaign against 
the KSP and Chakraborty. in particular, 
demanding his removal and the with¬ 
drawal of the controversial note from (he 
ofOoal hie. What is more, the enquiry 
report on the Bengal Lamp issue sutmit- 
ted by the state finance minisier Ashim 
Disgupta—who belongs to the 
CPKM I--clearly indicted Jatin Chakra- 









A Uft fnm htH to fwhi »> 


borty o< pUymjt fuul while 0 vhia the 
chwf nuTU^kr a ^lean chit 

]'indu)K tlx* gw\A extremely toeieh. 
the ktate cutnnulu c of the KSP. 4fter a 
twc» dey vxil 9e>irchinii &ession» advued 
Jdtin Chakrabortv to lender hn resifpu 
lion In his resi|i;nd(Kjn letter Chakra 
borty aaid that he was reMKmni; because 
of an orchestrated untk aftain^i hen by 
the CPKMl and the chief mimstcft 
exprcasKin of no confidence m him m 
PuUh And m a bid to keep the con 
iroversy ahve Jaiin Chakraburty said 
the day after he resigned 1 1 is a vk tory 
fur me I did nut compromiae with 
corrupt Hifl Ihe KSP leaden ship too 
made it ilear that it was vothdtawmg 
Jatm Chakrabortv not because he wav 
KUilty but as il wanted to prevent a spkt 
in the I elt Mont 

It IS not >ei ilear if the KSP wdl pul 
out of the {{ovcinmvnt a^ they had 
threatened to do earlier But even rf A 
doev» It wiU nnt brinn down the povem 
menr the CJH(M) alone convn^v an 
absolute nujoniy m the Houve Fhe 
party hav also noi spelt out whether two 
other party member in the Cabinet wdl 
resign Said Makhan Pal. stale secretary 
of the RbP *We have not decided on 
our future course uf action But one 
thing IS sure we wiD continue to support 
the Left Front guvenmnt ” 

Despite chakraburty s resignation, 
the controversy has not been laid to rest 
as the CPI(M) v other ma w demand has 
yet to be met vnthdrawal of the con- 
troversul meino by jatm Chakraborty. 
The KSP stubbornly refuses to comply 
with the CPKMl’s request Said Som 
Bhattadiarya "There o no question of 
withdrawipit the note now as Jaun Cluk* 
rabortv is no longer a mtfuatpr.*' The 
CPIlM) too IS determined to bring the 
KbP to 111 kneel And lo tiif hvtk 
continues 

Relhr ■^w-hkC*nW> 


Jayewardene’s olive branch 

^ comprising all recognised parties And 

now that the Buddhist clergy too has 


The Prtstdfni offers to step 
down if theJVPgtves up 
vioience 

Sn Lardu continues to 
bum For nearly a de 
cade the Tamil 
domnated areas in the 
Nufth and Eaiiem Pro 
vAces were transformed 
■no a Battlefield aa sevei 
af Jwtdreds lost thev bves Now. the 
sduaboD A the south n last degenerai 
Af. dianks to the Smhala eitremtsi 
group, the Janalha VimuktN Peramuna 
(^VfO wheh has launched a fierce anti 
govonwent movement a the Southern 
Pfoywe. Schoots and coleges have 
rerruuned doeed lor weeks and every 
day Ives are bemg snufled out by 
inggeT'Ittppy extrenBsis a the streets 
ofCohanbo TV government has adnat* 
ted that the iVP killed at least SUO 
members of the rubng Umted National 
Party (UNP) SAce the Indo bo Lankan 
accort was signed a July 1967 
The government s desp^ion to stop 
Ihe rrandless lulmgs became apparent 
vrhen President Junius Jayewardene 
announced that he wav vnlmg to tbs 
solve PvlumeTH and conduct tV gener¬ 
al elections under an intervn caretaker 
government The UNP government 
even caled for a ceasefire with the JVP. 
beghrang from 20 October, and hoped 
th^ the JVP would reuprocate the 
government's efidns by partiopatAg a 
the defiMxratx: process 
*'What we are tryiiglo show a that a 
a conyhe a ted situatwa the goverment 
a doAf ks best to hoU the eketnns and 
save Ihe bves of emoceiH people We 
want to cnike h free and far." said 
national security mnsler Labth Athu- 
tathmuM expiaAAg the reasons fm 
the 0 ivenvnent’s action extending an 
okve branch towards the JVP But the 
Peramuna reacted with expected bel 
bgereBce and insisted that Jayewardene 
should resign before demandAg 
that the JVP give up violence 
fteeover, the JVP a already a part of 
the a^iiany Opposnon front, led by 
thb Sri Lanka Fncdan Party (SL^PP). 
wfach seeks to ddeat the UNP a the 
pc ta ri ew tal elec tio ns scheduled for 19 
becenber. The Qppo atd on from n nm 
too AMhusiasbc sbM the President's 
offor mid has demanded that Jayewar¬ 
dene rtiould step down and hand over 
the a^intnAion to an raanm set^ 


lent Its vfHce to the Opposition's demand 
for Jayewardene'^ ouster, the President 
has had no choice but to seek 4 com 
promise 

Hut Ibb offer iv not wnhout a catch 
Uioiigh he lb wilhng to oblige Ihe hol> 
meii and sacnfiie lub guvemmeni for 
peace, he said tN^ would cume about 
only if tlwre is an approprute reciprocal 
gesture frum the JVP And there bet the 
blch Said Chanka Amaraiunga, the 
leader of Libeial Partv. an ally of the 
tStbPl 'Ihe Pre..ident should first dis 
sedve the l^iament and announce etec 
tHAS then there will be a Jwni. e of our 
Afluenemg the JVJ’ to give iiy thvir 
campaign fof violence^' While the de 
bate goex oa the JVP ciAlmuev to hunt 
dovm UNP members. 



Meanwhile, a the north, the Indun 
troops are std wagAg theo* miserable 
war against a well-entrenched LTTE 
even as another Tamil miktant group, 
the Eelam Peoples RevohitioiBry U- 
beration Prunt (EPRLF) is gettmg ready 
to form Its ministry after 'wmmng' a 
maionty of the 36 seats a the polls for 
the Northern Province The elections 
for the Eastern Province are scheduled 
im 19 November but it remaina to be 
seen vheihet electwiib Ju take plate 
0 ven Ihe present volatile atmosphere 
Also, there is a (K>ssibtlity dut the 
polls may be nuQifM by the Lankan 
Supreme Court if n is pouited out that 
UNP candidates were thrown out by the 
returning officer in Trmcomalee. 

because they had given n 
that noounations 20 mmutes after the 
deadkie However, it waa the returning 
ottcer who landed a Cokimbo, on 12 
October a an IPKF aircraft, aftei the 
deatee had ei^ired at 12 noon. 



1— 
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Prom (he UNK$ point of view, declar¬ 
ing the 19 November elections null and 
void—assuming that they are conducted 
in the first place—would only help the 
ruling party because the merger the 
Tamil provinces in the north and the east 
would then not take place. 1'he SLKP 
leader. Strimavo Bandaranadte, would 
be unable to accuse Jaycwardene 
giving away 'Eelam' in the guise of a 
united Tamil north-eastern province. 

As It is. the LTPE has questioned the 
legality of the poOs held in the north 
pointing out the EPKLK. ENULP and i 
the rELt.) had put up candidates in an 
manner which would ensure that aH ot 
them got elected, practically unopposed. 

The LITE release also alleged that 
large-scale Smhala colonisatKio was still 
going on in the frlasiem Province with 
the support of the Indian govenunent. 
As (or (he Indian involvemeni. the SLKP 
and UNP candidates have promised that 



CtfididaHs Meg nemlnetlefW tor Vw 
proMndal pois: «M p«se* return? 

if voted to power, they wil order the 
IPKK out of the island. But Kagv Gandhi 
appears to be confident that “the (PKF 
will stay in Sri Lanka as long as K is 
necessary". And his statement that “we 
are laQcmg to Mr Jayewardene only" 
seems to indicate Chat the rrime Minis¬ 
ter has not taken into account the fact 
that jayewardene's term is coming to an 
end. Or perhaps, the PM hopes that the 
growing turbulence in the csl^ will lead 
to a declaration ot Emergency by 
Jayewardene. which will ensure his stay 
In office without having lo hoU the 
So. no matter which way one looks at 
the Sri Lankan kaleidoscope, the picture 
is dismal and btoody. Despite what 
official releises claim, reports of ever- 
increasing catualdes in the Indian camp, 
m its war sgttHt the LTTC, hardly 
augurs well for the return of pesce. 



T/if friction between Pawtff 's 
associates and hyalisi * i • 
Congressmen comes into 
open 


There is a decepttveliA in ' 
the political scene in 
Malmshtra and in a 'M- 
way U wbuld' 
seem that the chief minb-' j 
ter. Shared Pa war. who' | 
htt been in the sid^ for I 
five months now. has neutralised j 

opponents. Even the OpposiUirt. ' 

never lo bait the cM ministef.' w/ 
fKK posed too many problems for'h^ 
As (or Pawar's stormy rdshon^'vnf^ 
Shiv sa^remo. Bal ThacuHoi// 
observers (eel that it is al m act. It ii 
said that Pawar has already heU three 
seaet meetings with Thackeray af Ibe 
residence of the latter's iruiied li^«: 
nant. Manohar Jothiand sorted out their 
differences. Then tliere is 
Ambedkar of the Bharstiya Repun^ 
l^y. who. many feel, would coopdlU^. 
with Pawar if it came to the cnmdi.'A^,; 
the only other force is the ShelM 
Sanghalana, The cMef minister 
peatedy smounced tu wiBiRgrM;to',‘to 
hold disoissiuns with Shared Jo^ oh the 
issue of (he farmen' debts whkh is 
Joahi's current miror concern. 

[ronicaly. the Congress(l) ksdIuAi:. 
the root of Piwar's problems. :The 
confrontation between Shared E^«ar*«,i 
(ieutenint. Ishaq JamkhsnawaU,l«t«l 
A.R. Amulay, whose re-entry icRprahei 
CongressUl has caused a lot of raiMa* i 
ment in certam circles, only showt that 
al is not wefl in (he state Cangressfl) > 
unit. The mddent o coir red at Abmal ^ 
Zakaria's residence (he was celaiMKktt' 
las silver weddii^ araavenaprK Ampng i 
those inviled were arch-rh^ lAtP.’f 
Ramdas Nayak and Anhiby. 'Itr^pari 
Naydi wtu had Sed ffie case apknV * 
AntuUy under the PreveatioQ of Conup-: 
tkm Act sod was responiible, f^ 
bajading the feurner chid ronqiec ton 
the polibed arna for iwarty adA VMn.: 

Zakaria introckiced Nayak to Attiilay* 
and Uw initisl boohoirae soon pve wsv 
W sarcasm when Antuby said that'be . 
appreciated people Bie Nayak whdMie' 
no bones about their hosliky (mudhafT ' 
was the word he used) unilte' ' 
who «t taddea entoes* <ffiin4r/;, 
Aoeocdkig to some who were pAM* 





tremendous reseiuno tm ihal 
I *awar's suppc»ru*rs and Ainutn ’" mm 
harbour aftainsi each other ( u i smv 
Pawar became Tlir t*liH*l niuH'>i«'r, ilw 
Cunjzressmen h.*)v< been uMiipt.niitfV 
that the plum poN(s b<> ii in the 
minisiry oi i'orpornthxis have been 
cornered hy I*awar's aNSiK*tile> from his 
CiifljEreKStS) da Vs l'he> lud been fer¬ 
vently hoptOi! tlwil th<* lu|{h I'utnmand 
would appoint «i IVad<*sh Cooi^ess Com* 
nut lee clm*f who wmikl iiui (<w the 
I’a war line Hui the annouru’emont that 
Pratihlui Pah] will be the new MPCC(l) 
chief has om' acain dashed Iheir 
hope's. 

The Vnulh Cwieress members Km 
share the feelinjcs ol their cotleaiTuea. 
I'hey potni oul that some of them haw* 
had to organise their ovm prtijrrammes. 
Kor instance, the secretary <d the stale 
Youth Coneresa. Suresh Wiatewara of 
Nnaik, went nn a p^dayatn from 27 
September to P* <)cioher in a bid to 
meet the threai posed by the Shetkan 
SanfihAiaru m the distrKt. And m spite of 
his efforts. Bhatewara was overlixAed 
for the VKe*preaidency. Instead, ibe 
pusKHin went to I’awar's former Con- 
Kres9(Si nRS4Kule. Ihlip f^lil. 

Many of the ConKreasmen who feel 
that iIh' stale unit is bemg overrun by 
the Conjrress(S) had hoped that Aniu* 
lay's return would help (hem v'otci* their 
discontent. Hut Hawar has dehberstelv 
'kept him m the coU atoraite. In bet. 
AntuUy was ignored while Ishaq Jam* 
khanawab, Ziauddin Rhukari and film 
actor Llilp Kumar were appointed con¬ 
veners of the All Maharashtra Muslim 
Conventmn that is to be hek! m January 
Large'Sized advertisements haw been 
appearing regularly in Urdu Tnn^ and 
inqudab asking all Mushms to apprcAch 
Hhukan for their problems. Hhukan. a 
prominent builder, is a Mushm Leaguer 
who revolted against Hanatwab and 
formed a rebel Musbm League. Besides, 
he was recently v iIh* centre of a maior 
controversy when it was alleged (hat he 
had duped people by selhng 7tKl flats of a 
building compiev at Versova (o 2. IW 
people. 

The induetK^ of Bhukan and [)t^ 
Kumar is a dever move on the part of 
Shared Pawar who is obviously trying to 
budd his base amtiug Che various political 
forces in the state, indudmg (he minor¬ 
ities. the Scheduled Castes and Tnbes 
and the Marathas. He enefiues view (hia 
as Pawar's desire to charier a course 
independent of [lelhi. Whatever be the 
truth, his actions are only likely to make 
lus enemies angner while factionabtm 
within the state unit of the party rages 
on. 


Colleges of corruption 


] A ( oif/ni/ 

< on/ffwnr ofi ('fltfaf//on /inds 
/orfmrfw/t/\frr /..A'. J/tt/ 

Kduraliun. in Hthar. is 
just another industry. 
And i( IS thi’ poklrians 
wIk> have turned c(41egcs 
mto thnvoig centrt*d ol 
busmosv. 'flKiutdi this is 
common knowledge in tlie 
stateV politk al circles, a specif lommn- 
tee of The liihar Legisblive Council has 
I made sonv ^ta^lmg ruvebtv'ns m ns 
report on the state of education in fiihar. 

, Ammg the prominent (xAiicians whom 
* n has mdk'ied. >s the former education 
^ muHSter L.N. Mishni who. the report 
Kays, IS “guihy <g senouv malpradices 
and atxHu* of lus posit Nm'* Jha allegedly 
“stild" teaching and non-lcM*hing posi- 
(HiriK m different coOeges. The report 
liainis that » many as 121 ptisis were 
sam tioned by hhi m Sarhnaram Smgh 
I 0)f)ege. Saharsa, on 'Victraneous con* 
sideralions*’. 

IV House cixmitees report has 
/ thus blown the hd off a racket which has 
' been fkwnahinK for years m the state. 
More ffnportant. it expiiseK the invohre* 
mem of potUkians, pameubrf)* Jha, who 
overruled the obfectwnK of the director 
of higher education, education secretary* 
and cmnmissinner to sanctioa the posts. 

Hui this IS not the first time that 
pohucians have been Adxted by a com¬ 
mission smquinng into the affairs of such 
non-aided. affihated colleges. TV ad* 
mierim report uf the Unrversity Enquiry 

, thipnat Jhn tod aamlna a mpilam 


C'vnmssMin. Bihar headed by 

V.S. Jtu. whkh had given an insiglit 
Kilu Ifie Kordk) affairs, had stated that 
”an enire|)reneur. often a pc^iical lead* 
er. deodt^ K» sun a ciillegc to ]» run in 
his name <»r Ilut of tss father, mother. 
Wife, son. sun-m'bw or wlH>ever he may 
like ' Kui sikcesKivc governments have 
efleiiiielv supiirc ssed tin* commiHsion 
reiwn. 

And tlx V had rea^in h) suppress the 
repiin'* findiUKS Kki. Knr no! idtly do the 
>ponM>rs Ilf sui’h c‘olli*g(‘s extract huge 
sum» <4 miirR*y >is capita lioti lees from 
siudentH. hut also, most <4 ihi* teachers 
and non icAching employees hxw to pay 
donations ranging frcmi K» lO.tJOd* 
60,<Kkl to get "johs". Besides i..N, Jha. 


!' f 
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LM. Jfm: tackled by Ih* rvpoci 

who has been named in the recent 
Legistatjve Council’s committee report. 

. there are many irihers whu haw col¬ 
leges m their names. The most promin¬ 
ent among them is Congress leader Ram 
Lakhan ^gb Yadav who has 57 colleges 
in bs name. The others include MBs 
S.N. Senha and his wife Kishoh Sinha. 
the Governor <ri Assam, Rhisham Narain 
Smgh. former duef mmuiiers Bindes- 
wan Dubey. and Jagannath Mishra, for¬ 
mer Unkm minister H.R. Bhagat. etc. 

IVugh the Jha Commission report 
failed to have any impact on the thriving 
business, it now seems as if the Bihar 
Lepsbtive Council's committee report 
may result in some changes. Chief 
minister Bhagwat Jha Azad has already 
ordered a ban on the setting up of new 
coSeges. But such a move is hardly 
hkelt' to win Aud any friends. Although 
for the present, at least, he has eflec* 
dvely stymied LN. Jha who has been 
fevenihly campaigning a^nst the CM 
at the Centre. 
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' NC6 oHtelali wlHi th« inonty rtcoMtad frotn (IamI) Trifltgp itn<rt» 

On the heroin trail 


The arrest <>l a Delhi-hamf 
(Irufi'runnef leads fa \farf/inf: 
rcvelaiians 

Kew> I'lXik) have' tauhrd 
the* siraif|<y A f««r-yrar 

oU bny waitirw in iht' 

hibby 1)1 the Ashnii Talare' 
Hotel with his father 
wuuki HI- unnrtK'ce^ nnd 
noi even the* ^noat hard* 
bcHhKi cop c'ouki h^vc sus^ned their 
intention: to make lonuc' with a dnJi! 
i-ouner. Tndeep Banence ahvayv I'Hik 
ba Aon aions to cnabk' ins ci«tat*i> to 
identify him. But nn IHtWofier when he* 
was supposed to meet the Dutch bdy. 
Sunitei Mareti Nita, he eouM never have 
suspected that the rendezvous was a 
trap laid for him by a team of NarcoOcs 
Contrul Bureau fNC3' officers. 

The cops were put on Kaneiyce s trail 
foDowms the detention of Mar^i Nita at 
the Indira Gandhi Intematsmal Airport m 
Delhi cm 9 October, A routine surveill¬ 
ance exercise mounted tor Amsterdam- 
bound planes had revealed thai MarjM 
Nila had nearly 3 kg of herosi with her. 
Of course, these had been neaily con¬ 
cealed in U packets sbtehed mside 
deiwn skins. 

The NCH ofBcers went to work and 
before long she confessed that the 
contraband had been supplied to her by 
one James Clark. It. turned <wi «i be a 
false lead but by tbs time Marizo Nita 
had lost her nerve and bluried out the 


truth: that a residenl ol Jawafuir Bark, 
I’ndeep Flanvnec*. wmn I he vulpni 
A plan was hai<*ht*«l to iiah KanentH* 
and on 13 fk'tober. Margo Nua maik’ a 
telephonr* call -whk*n was nvmitired hv 
the NCK Ivans--to Bancrivt* ii*qu<*stinK 
Hun h>r a»i additional 4ili )nn> of henan 
At llw appouhed hour— I pnv>thc' drug 
runnel walked in wnh Hk son and Ihi* 
trap was sprung: liani*r)e«‘ was taught 
red handed and NCH oITk'i^ made the 
biggest seizure of heroin and tin* 
ai'i'oimted mom'v in thi* rapual. 

IV* NCB nthciiils rack'd his housi* m 
Jawahar Bark wlwrc they «vrt' I'on 
I fronted by an astonishing sight, the 
; Hoofs of the lodets were carpeted with 
I rurtvnev notes: namev had been iTam* 
ined Asxk' bquur cabinets and every 
crevK-e and cuphnard ui ilw house was 
spuing over with notes If tniallvd a 
si^gtervig sum of Ks di>, 17 lakhs. Be 
; sides, the officials (bund 11. !> kg nf 
' heroin 1*he drug'rumor had procured 
. herooi from (iaztpur for H.s per 

I kg arid received a staggering $ 1 (LffUff lor 
i it tnm his foreign coma<u. 

His sensational arrest has. tihsiously. 
caused a msqof (krtter m the bureau hut 
It has also proved to officials thai what 
they have seen B lUSl the tqi of the 
narcotics iceberg. As a seninr NCK 
, official commented: "There has been 
' mformaiRin that bry^* drug sviidicates 
exist. Hut the fact that a smgk <muggler 
I hav been sendnwdnigswir.hiiwri* than 
' Rs 2 t)n rrores a year l^ shocking 

^ mtu ftartn/Mew MW 


Tit for tat 




An Enfiiish c/uh cancels ifs 
contract wfth Kafu Kulkarni 
t(tlloHanf( the visa mu 

Kiiju kiilkuiTii sui 

ivvd v\h('r< tile Wc*,i In 
clH’^ Imm (ink'd. Hi lOriv 
trigger <1 s|>Im 10 rN i im k 
rhog world, with the 
Mhili's iind non whites 
rirniigmd on opposttv 
•«Kk*N. I he 3 csi aiul loiintv CrickH 
Ik bird ililB) iiKiv n<il fvivn dnatiil 
.HIV NoiclKsib vvi. bui Its nimains liow 
II M.mill i.ikrri ihe ^sini'vIlMtMin ol Kng 
kowi K oiui ol fiKiio lo hc;ii*i fridni s 
K iumI lo gr.'jhi vivis to (ighi KngJish 

.iiiGivi.. M'kcivil lo hull Indu iliis 
Aiiiin Ihmaij'U' ol ihvii lontmijing 
sKMiiiig hiiks ivHh SiHitli Alru'ii, han 
Im hi MH'i wiih wluil olis^'rwi'. sec :<•< a 
tri:i(Mion moiism*' hv the Kngli»li 
Lhde*. Ikbtid. 

IlH' .1X0 !U' lafk n fu'>i on Kiiiu 
Kulktirni. iliv llomh.ix Toi 

irKkrici KuiWni li.id ixvo invitvJ l>i' 
IhirlMin U'Oguo Ckih. AnnliHd tliun, lo 
.isMsi thrill ill 40 A|>I !1 tK'Xl loi a Irr »>l 

Viixi Nil J! ik'hHH'i. KulkuinnvrriMd 

.1 trk'S lloiii hi'* .igriit liiiH'd in hirimiig* 
Uuii. Fkirk Barkri. which rriicl "Drrp- 
U rt'grrl AnniivkI BLiin iviiu rl» ujiiliiiil 
allrl two aiHl h Ml houi inerting lie 
i.iiiH* oi v^Kir goxrnmu nt'v relus.il to 
give Vivas u* Iviiglish phivers," 

Slhik' sonic IrrI this mm Ik' ihv joke 
•4 llir ioiilun*. MlluTs suggest llial ikd 
onli hidi.ins. hut plaviTs nit over (hr 
Dvkchrig wtnUi sltoukJ Inkc ^inaig r\ 
ceptMHi In this cMrlish attiiude. Such 
anh'Indian rampatgm^ hv criLketing’offi- 
ttah* KuthAnil tc«n 1 r«| ai • IraininQ camp: 
victim et • ehurUeh attnues 












The soldiers of Kumaon 


iMitabons tu land were 1 Pva Kumaon 
and <4 Kumaon. 4 Kumaon batlahon 
was led by Ma)<ir Somnaih Sharma. In 
this bauk. tiMHJsh they were heavnly 
outnumbered, Major Sharma's men 
rnaruKed. to a consklerabk extent, to 
repuke the enemy attacks. He himself 
succumbed to enemy fire. He wns 
awarded posthumously the I*aram Vir 
Chakra, India s first highest salUntry 
award 

is <'Ae uf thr many batiks foueht 
by tbe Knrrvtod KeKiimmi. Otbenmpor* 
lant battles were thn;H. in tbe Siarhcn 
idacier. Sri Umks (Operation Pawimi 
and Operation Hhjcsur. In Siaclien, 4 
Kumaon was the first rcjtuLar h.ntalion to 
lake up poHitxsts on the Soliuro ridjte. It 
succeasfuBy held l*akistani troops at 
bay. IIk rcj<imeni also played a crucial 
rok in the l!^?l Ifanidadcsh liberation 
war. 

Thv rejomeni Ntaits of at kast three 
chiefs of army staff: SnjEanesh, K. S. 
Ilummayya, andT.N. Kama. Uurtnjtthe 


The Kumaon Regimenfai 
C 'em re completes 20() years 


Sporadic bursts uf jsunhre 
reverberated throuiEhout 
the pHiurrM|ui< Kumaon 
bills. Troops in olive* 
fffeen faliRuc's yeBed as 
they dived tor 

amonjc the tk-nsv tolujte. 
At another end. vxne vMiers we*e 
irammcUmKihi* Kuniw bridge lulakc up 
vantage positions. ’I'hia was no real 
skirnasli but a simulated battle semanu: 
|ian of ilie Irani ig regmen for recruits 
ni Karukhet’s Kuinacm Kegnicnial Ceft* 
trc. whH'li cek'brated H» bH'enicnmal on 
^'27 (k’tober this year 

In IM13. Sr Henry Kussel. the then 
KoSKk*iil of Hyderabad, raised two 
laitialMais. the first balllian was the 3rd 
IxitialKNi the Parachute Kegimenl; the 
si’Cond battalion is now knuwn as the 


XuIXaml (Ian) wan Vsngavfcar; ■ 
edfrtenlloua Imu* 

rials have to \k‘ taken wrviusly. they 
maintain. 

II Kulkarni's is :m isolated ^’ase. ihv 
is.sue will |Moh;it)]y result in a few angry 
protests Pul ilwre ure nvne titan two 
doxiui loilian cni*k«>lers ptaying summer 
crxkel in 1 |h* UrKHshire and Miixir 
Counties kagui's. More iiiipr^nant. [iidi> 
on ski[ip<T llilip Vengsarkur is being 
i<Misiflci<*d loi y C'xiirui'l try och* of iIm* 
lea<fing nxititk's. And if all IndMiis arc 
barred fiom ptofes»ional iTH’ki*r in Kng* 
laiKl. the lt<>ard <if C<mirol for Cnckei in 
IikIui IPCCO will luvi» to lake up the 
cudgels <ui tlieir bi'half. In fat 1. swii a 
1x111 on Indians will bcccmw one of the 
piiiHi|hil weapons with wluch Eilnjdand. 
New iCealand and. perliaps. Ausiraba. 
could lx: citfifionled in :i showdown on 
thir apaitlieid issue I lull ik ir» he duicus* 
MsJ at the In(errhilicsi.il Cmket Confer* 
emee iIlCI OKHling slated fur January 

IK*Xl. 

TIk* West Indies Ix ard Itfid placed llie 
issue of banning all ftH'kcters wh(» 
maintained professional cmketing hnks 
with South Afrua, 1V TCCH had skd- 
fuUy averted a showdown a I Ilk* last ICC 
meeting, hui in January, a linal decision 
m this regard will have to be taken. 

If Kngland and its ‘'allies" refuse (u 
accept the West Indies' propnsaL the 
cricketing world cotdd be spki into white 
and non'wlule groups. The obvious 
sufferers will tie Eiijdand and company, 
because peopk* in 1 (m>»o coLoitries wi!’ 
obviously tire oi three*natk>n games. 
West Indies, on the <gher hand, have 
India. Pakistan. Sri Lanka. Bangladesh 
and even i^inibabwc. on their si^. And 
with more spectators for the spoit on 
this iude ui the colour border, these 
courines will definitely stand to gain. 


Kuniaoti Rejcmental Centre. The Ku* 
maon RegunerH has been rated by 
various names: the Nizam's Contingent. 
Hyderabad Contingectf. the Hyderabad 
Kegunent. etc. Today it has 21 batta* 
bon$, oi which consists of 700 men. 

<>n 22 October 1947. S.0U0 tnbak 
backed by the Pakritani army sd out to 
seize Srinagar along the Murrec* 
Snmgar K<iad. The raders reached 
HaramuHa on 26 October—Srinagar was 
hardy 35 nuks away. It was at tin 
luncture that India sent in ita troops 
fdkiwing a pka by Maharaja Had 
Singh o( Kashmir. Among the Rru 


Second World War. some Malaysia/i 
cadets w^e tramed at tlie Indian Milit¬ 
ary Academy. Two id them were com¬ 
missioned into the Kumaon Regiment: 
Hussain Onn. who later went on to 
become Malaysia's Prime Minister and 

C«n fbr^im boi Ismail, who became its 

deience chief. 

Incidentally, the units of the regiment 
were sent abroad too. 4 Kumaon was 
sent to quell the Boxer rebellion in China 
in 1900: they were even sent to Paks* 
bne, Persia, the Suez Canil and even 
South Af^. 




COVER STORY 


Rajiv Gandhi on 
Bofors, the two 
Aruns, Satish Sharma 
and Amitabh 
Bachchan, the Gang 
of Four and much 
more 
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n the first year 
of his prime 
ministership, Rajiv Gandhi 
was easily accessibie to the 
press and gave candid, 
free-wheeling interviews. By 
the second year the candour 
was beginning to wear thin. 
And by the time the scandals 
surrounding his friends and 
the regime surfaced, he had 
retreated into his shell. 

In recent months, Rajiv has 
shut himself away from the 
media and the one major 
interview he has given to an 
EngUsh language pubbcation 
consisted largely of written 
answers prepa^ by the 
concern^ ministries. 














Thenhn. it w^s sctneOmg of s 
surprise to find fm rebxedandei/ier to 
tadk during this interview. Ihe first 
session took pbee on the evening of'J9 
October in his wnod-pMeUed ofSce m 
New Oeihi's South Moci. Formsiy 
dnssed in a biue bundhxalla jacket (he 
was to receive the Hungarian deputy 
i'nine Minister iaier that evening). Rajiv 
sat behind a large, wooden desk M 
fielded questions about thd two Anna 
and the Gang of Four far iwenty-dve 
nunutes. 

Ihe next miming, when he spoke hr 
another hoar and ten minutes—despite a 
scheduled duration of W minutes—at 
the airy amference roan ei the Frime 
Minister's hiuse complex, he was hu 
rushed and hir more r^xtfd. flressedin 
a wKirt coilarless. ribbed, white shirt, 
he jousted vertatty with his interview¬ 
ers. getting sc engrossed m the sparring 
that he kept Shc^ Dixit and Huts Singh 
waiting for over an hour. 

Salman Rushdla 


Svfviiar: Frime Minister, yen 
came tc power with a mandate hr 
change, hr an open government M 
which all sorts of ideas would 
bloom. But Just o few dags back, 
your government banned an impor- 
tent book by an Important sub* 
continentat writer. How do you Jus* 
li^ this action? 

Ka))v Gandhi; There are certain thisgs 
which iau»e problems in a developing 
country. The sentiments, the leelin^ of 
every section o( society are important. U 
the government feels that the senti* 
ments of a seetKm our society are 
going to be hurt by a particular writing, 
then we have to t^e appropriate action 
to see that it doesn't cause a law and 
order problem. 

'rttts is not the first tune this hap¬ 
pened. It was in Kerala. I think. It was 
wlien somebody had written some* 
thing...a newspaper or something. 

f t was in Bangalore. There waa a 
short story in the Deccan Herald. 

Thai's ri|i^t. so thts is not the first 
time that we have stepped m. Ths is 
part tji our process of building a much 
more cohesive society. I agree, and 1 
said so this morning at The Tsnes of 
India function, that it is much better to 
let things come out and be said than to 
stop them from being said. But there iss 
process to arrive at that situation. And I 
think we are part of the way through. 
We are not entirely there yet 

ectfM it affenda 
t it waa likely h IneiU 


cloUnct? Tkeg are quite difhrent could have phoned gou on tour, 
JuaUfIcationM. But we also have delegation of duty. 

Offend, and that would incite vkdence. Do wc really? 

Bui if there was no threat of WeS. this is an example. 
violtnee, would you have banned it? 

The Prtma IttnWers 

younelf. QIBM 

No. I dlft't even know about the ban 
tiB I opened the newspaper and read 

about it. One of the eharyes most heguent* 

The home ministry banned U fy lepeUed against you Is that there 
without eonsnfttng you? U too muck eentriUoathn, 

Absolutely. I wu on tour somewhere. IIbat'i totaly fictitkws. I think 

I read somethini in the paper on tour. «e have delegated more ihn ever 
But we ds kuoe tek^ands. Hag be fer e . Abeokjtdy. In tox filei come to 







when you ulk to people, their view is 
very myopic, to say the least. They are 
lookirvi 0 ^ at limited economic de* 
vebpi^t in certain aectora. 1 don't 
ihinic that's adequate. 

Thai is necessary artd must be pan o( 
H. but we have to do much more than 
that. We have to start with global things 
because we bve in the real work), we are 
part of that world and we can't isobte 
ourselves. But the only way 've can 
mamutn our ir>dependence and our in- 
lema) development prograninte is if we. 
calculate what's going to happen interna*' 
rionally and we fit ourselves correctly 
iruo that picture. Stretching ourselves 
too much will get us into trouble. Not 
being aggressive enough is gwg to be 
equally lrouble*makiRg. The tfoba) aitua* 
tun is changing very rapidly. It's not 
what n used to be. The bi'polar equa* 
tions are already shifting inwards four— 
presunubly in the next decade or so. 
they wiD go lowards five—and we 
should divi^ where India ii going to be 
m that. If we decide India is going to be 
out and It's ng going lo be six. then we 
have one strategy. 

I believe il would be wnmg to keep 
India out of a maior idobal rearrange* 
meni and India must be pari of it, 
certainly in the long run—ten years, 
twenty years from now. In that case, we 
can’t be as inefficient as we are being 
now in w<irking our resources. It's not 
going to work. Afi the padding and 
luxury that we've built in^l’m rut 
talking of 1'V sets and all—1 mean luxury 
in the sense of nut working as hard aa 
other countries are working, becoming a 
soft country. 

That haa to be curbed. We've got to be 
more aggressive. We've got to work 
mudi harder. We've got to produce 
much more for the resources we are 
puitmg m. 

C9H tkU India be MU with pea* 
ph Uke Shiv Shankar and, Veer 
Bahadur Singh? 

This India has got to be budl by the 
people who the people elect. And 
there's a very wide gap today between 
the perceptiofis of. especially, the media 
and thnwgh the media, the inieh 
hgenUtt. about what a good guy is and 
what a bad guy is. 

I will give you an example. Hegde is 
presented at one of the best cM 
nwvalers there has ever been. I think 
he's the one chief mimaier vt4io hn had 


me and I say that this is not my 
business, the muastcr should take 
ovn dedsion. and send them back. 

But the PMO ha$ aduallg gained 
in the if not in importance. 

Then are two parts of the PMO. One 
Is the public side where we deal wHh 
letters. con^Unts. etc. That has be¬ 
come much bigger. In that we have 
increased our correspondence to a very 
peat degree: abnoat a hundred times. 
We are deabig with 4,000 letters a 
week, and fblowing up a substantial 
number. And that hM tko grown bigger 
becauae people urltetousbe^uacdity, 
get an anavrer from ua. And there Is a 


new trap that we've got ourselves Mo 
that we are now trying to get out of. 
People write sayinit "We wrote to 
Utnt chief minister. He haa not replied. 
Wil you chase my letter with him?" We 
are trymg to get out of this and say: 
“Lock, it’s not our problem.'* But it is a 
bit of a thdcy thmg to get out cf. 

On the government d^sioni side. I 
think we are handling much less than we 
were ha ndling before. Even in 1965 
terms. 

Oa pou attepf the pnmua inter 
pares (ftrtt-amang'eguaUi mte ei 
the Prime Minitter? 

Let's look ai the way the government 
functions. Rxc^t for very tenous 
issues which 1 brmg either to Csbinet or 
to Cabinet sub<ommittees related to 
the subject ur. d it's not that senoui. I 
let the minsters deal with it enirely on 
their own. Very seldom do they call me 
and ask me tf 1 have an opinion. Almost 
never have 1 nterfered. 

Sometenes I have said, "Yes, there ii 
a problem. There wdl be cvmpkcatiuns. 
Bring it to ihe Cabinei.“ Sumetencs R 
comes formaly to the Cabatei. Scxne* 
tms It cumes informaly. nH*«ini)g nut 
as a p^r but just ducvssic*ns. And J 
don't interfere ai al about what's hap* 
penuig. 

But whenever gau tatk ta ang 
minitter about a praitrt, gou are 
low. “ITefl. it'9 gone ta the PMO for 
cieannce ." 

Must be routine clearance. 

>'es. M thouid there be 'routine' 
clearance from pour office to begin 
with? 

On certain things, it has to go ihniugh 
a system. 

Fine, but thouid the PMO be tuch 
an integraJ part of thi$ sfsiem.’ 

No. presects don't come to us. 


IPAel aboat the Hatdia pefrorAe* 
mieal complex? 

No! KaUa is not with us. Not to my 
knowledge. What does come to i» is if a 
prcfoct (mi^) foul up (the) envuvn* 
ment. Or if it has gm caught some* 
where. And somebody says to us. “Look 
can you sort it out?" But. otherwise, 
noting comes to us. I don't thndi Hakia 
is with us. 

To cAoRfe tmklectt. when I taid 
gou came to power with a mandate 
far change, t wan referring to the 
hope that there wouid be a new 
India preparing far the next ten* 
iurg. /I's keen peers tince we tatt 
heard gou taik about the 1/sl ern* 
turp. 

Whrt does ‘prepsmiY me»? And 
whtt is the next cencub^ Nonnrty. 
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nwre cufnipDun charjtes ciinnmwd b)r 
courts, confirmed by cocnrmsKMins, ihsn 
any other chief minister Bui ihai’s ihe 
iimffe (hat Ihe media pr<jdu(es. Is it 
relevant^ 

The Gang of Four 


We wiU retur/i ie eerruptiort toter, 
bui Shiv Skankar, forinelCHCt, waa 
not elected bp the people. You 
HOfninated him to Ihe Npjpa Sabka. 

Yes, ihat's nitht. yes. 

Hut gou Mid that... 

Well. I ffave you an example. 1 can 
ffive you hundr^s o( such examples, 
hut [ won't go mio the details. One has 
to get people who will do...who have a 
mind (hat works , who wtl do cerum 
tasks and gel things done. And Slav 
Shankar is effective. 

Al drafting undemocratie (awe... 

I don't agree with that. We wanted a 
discussion with you. You chips dack* 
ened out. didn't want to talk about K. 
You are stiG chickenmg out (taught- 
You said. “Okay. puG it out. We wdl talc 
about It." hut even nnw. you don't want 
lu talk about it. 

Hut there are reporfe that he 
(ead$ a taction in pour government 
that hae been dubbed the 'Gang of 
four'. 

No. Not at all. By your paper (laughs 
hudlyX No. nnt at aD. 

Prime hfinlater. coming to... 

In fact that particular article has got all 
its substantial facts aB wrung. And I 
know how IVe tasked out the works. 

And the four ore not important... 

No...the reabty is not refiected in 
your article. 

in ithal oenoe7 You mean theg 
are not intportant7 

I don’t remember the details. But 
what you have suggested they do b not 
what they do. I am not saying that it was 
absolutely hundred per cent aD out 
but... (pauses). 

rAaae people are given too much 
imporlanee? 

Yeah 

Your aaging that theg ore not 
imporfonf ia hir more damaging to 
them than angthing we could oag. 

(Laughs. I It is not a question of 
ministers being important or not impar* 
lint. 1 use some ministers as a sounding 
board on a particular thing. (use others 
as a sounding board for anoOter thing I 
use some for drafting. 1 use some for 
legal aspects. We use nthers for law and 
order. You know. { have got my own 
Jitile groups and each is equafly impcC' 


UM in that... 

In hie own Held? 

In his own field. It is difBcult to say 
who is more who is less. What you can 
say. for example, is that honw is a 
crucial ministry. So. obviousty home 
gets a much Iteavier load than water 
resources, for example. Or urban de* 
vebpment. But that does not mean (hat 
f don't comuti the minister on issues 
(hat he or she may be... 

Canveraant with? 

Nc. Wei. nay give me more mput on. 
which may relate to the ministry or may 
not relate to the numstry 

What gou are saging 1$ that gou 
have no keg ttfo^aers that gou turn 
to on evergihlng. 

No. 1 don'L Not like (hat. 

/t fAfa a cAenpe of atgle from gour 
mother? 

I( very definitely is. And ths is 
causing a lot o^ problems because people 
are so used to a group of advisers that 
(hey are not able to function without a 
group of advisers. And that ndudes the 
rnmnuies. because the ministnes are so 
used to saying...You know telephonvig 
somebody and saying. "How ahouU (his 
file be processed?" Now they don't get 
SA answer because (hey don’t know who 
(0 phone because there isnY somebody. 
So that is one of the problems that we 
have gone through. But I (hmk we have 
got (0 gel the system beck to what it is. 

Hie Two Anins 


What abMit the concept of par^ 
iiamemtarjf eeerrfaHrt and the rote 
of Aran .SiiigA.* TAerr waa a teggea* 
tion then that gou were trging the 
same sort of Ihing^-homng keg 
advioert—when gou first beeame 
Prime Minieier. 

I did. yes. I had a grtwp of advisers 
and then sloi^ we started unvmiding 
that. 

R'Ag.’ 

Because 1 thought it waa wrong to 
have advisers Hie that. Then you wil 
say. why did I have (hem (o start with? 
Bei^se. I was thrown into a skuation 
where it was not possible for me to get 
thmgs under cootx^ and get thinp go^ 
unless I had a groi^ of advisers which 
functiooed. The system had been fonc- 
Honing hke that and under that son erf 
siluatiofl—1 am tafkiag now about 
November '84. you know, the early 
morghs—to try isid change that would 
have been too much. The system 
couldn't have taken h. 

A alfgAllg eriUca! view it iAef 



when gou came in gou were not 
confident abouf handling fAe goi^ 
ernment. The momeaf gou became 
confident gou tfiamoailcd fAaf aga* 
fern. Would that be occtfrair? 

Er...(pauses). It is not a question of 
confidence, f think confidence has been 
there right through, at least my personal 
feeling of confidence. What t think you 
can say is that having...coming to pob* 
tks late...wel. for a very short period 
before coming in here. I didn't know 
pisople as weB as f should have known 
peo^ as Prime Minister, which meant 

that you had to rely on people that you 

knew better while getting to know other 
people 

Did gou know lAoae people fAof 
gou thought gou knew verg well? 

Well, yes and na The thing is that 
authority does all sorts of things And... 

Ppopie change? 

Yea they do. 


TlKTlbtWiMl 







/U a Menti, voti mutit Hurt Iff httvr 
uKkr^ him for on cxphimthn? 

Wefl. hejusi ^:iul llul htv rK>t 
K«Hnc a» ho iirid ihmKs 'sluiuM 

^vo clun»(oi1 hko lhi«. J wild, "Ynu loll 
nv what." And thiTo Wii> nut anvlhm^ 
really xubutantial tliat wi* c«>nM Kn cm 
txir^ainiiiK ns’or. I dnnY riMlIy know. 

Itann’t fktrt ht'en MiRtelhing... 

Whal ronlly inoliviilod hirn? Yon know 
when you snv wYnothin^i, bui I nvi Uh' 
((‘oliHK IhrilV not I ho... 

High! flftMUYr!* 

Ih.in <YckI. NoI (he ooniploto 
answer. 

Htttln'f thrn\ In a urniir. In fhr 
timr thel hr moftHl tml of thr 
anti vrnl to Ike drftncf mhUtrg. 
o/mrrff htrn a tiimlnulion offhtjoh 
that he ictiM originalfit appointed to 
do? 

Well I...I did j 2 cl the feolinf; ilwi lie 
fell Ml. Hut I did ryit Hunk that there wus 
a diniinuliun in tlx* role, in fart. I IhiniKhi 
that there wnn an olovalum in the role. 
Beoauav, in tint, ho wai^ handling die 
defence mmi^iry alnioAt in /rtfn, 

Km irere the minister. 

I waft the nimistor. And for all praclK * 
al purposoaho waft «h imtf aa the ininialer 
ffi ohante of defont e, whut is normally 
Ihr number one, number two or number 
three post in the ttovonuiKnit, And it 
was very fteldtnii ih;ii I intervened in 
anyihins. If thtto was soincthinti that I 
was mtereftted in. in terms irf tLn1iTK>lo}(y 
<ir. you know, direction, then I would 
RTl a bnelinK on n. Kui he ran the 
inmisiry all on hi ft own. So, in it was 
a promolHm. 

Ito puu think it wan the break¬ 
down of ffour peroonoi rettithn»hip 
that led to the rthignation? 

I don't see why. I 

^ell. given thot he entered poli- I 
tin a» pour friend, perhapn he how ' 
no point in »taging once ffou eeoued \ 
to be eloee friendo. I 

You krKiw, I just have not un(lersl<iod i 
that, really. The truth is that. 

You naid, in the toot interview ifou 
gave Kavivar that "even/^u / 
tried to help in poUUrn ended ap 
being thooe who hurt me the monl" 
Woo Ihot a reference to thiu kind of 
thing? 

To Arun? 

To both the Arunit? 

Wed, m a sense, yes. Not only them 
but othera also. 


Hove you? 

J hope not. I bebeve not. 

lo that the only ftomr why Arun 
Singh, all the Aruno... 

Wel],.,(p 0 i/ses). 

Let's take somebody like Arun 
Hehru who, we were given to irnder* 
stand, was one of your advisers In 
the period before you became Prime 
fHinister and then, was much more 
than minuter for power suggests. 
One day he was dropped uncere- 
moniousiy from the government. 
You never really explained why. He 
keeps piriA^ Inlerptews saying he 
doesn't know. 

Well, he does know. I spoke to hm 
and i told hbn... 

Why? 

It’s not that I teO you. These 
thinfTS should remain confidential. 

Tkere teas a belief then, widely 
suggested in the press, that he was 


in a oenoe conspiring against y^u. 

(pauses). 1 dKln l bekeve it at 
that time, but bier events...! don't 
know whether it was true ur nut. 

Was that why gou dropped him? 

No. It wasn't why I dropped him. 

Was he involv^ with the Zait 
Singh conspiracy? 

I don't know honestly. He tried lo be 
involved, that I knuw. Whether be was, 

J don't know. 

H'Aaf Ao^pened fo Arun Singh? 

That 1 dm't know. He ivanted lo 
resign, i said okay. 

Hut he was a friend of your* of 
many yean standing. 

A very poud fnend. 

He must have told you why? 

He didn’t reaQy jiive any reason. 

That resignation possibly did you 
more damage Ikon anything else in 
that period. 

{Nod$y 
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Wadia? 

(Laughs ) 

Arun Singh's fnends sag that 
6e^rr hh nsignatian. he saaght an 
appointment with |w«. He had to 
ro^ his heetsforil daps or so befyrt 
pou eoatd see him. 

No. Idon'lthmk Ml Heuiuldju&tpKk 
up the phone sM spe^ lu me He 
even ionnecied throujth our HAHX 

The HAX.* 

No Uw PMOs PAHX He h«l an 
cxlension in his office n (he defence 
nuiistry Nut just (he KAX 

ft is Mugpested that before the 
resignation he wanteit to taik to 
pou, bat pou didn't giot him the 
time. 

No. be did ulk iu rm> We hed a kmp 
I talk, lor over an luwr 
I TAen whp do poa sap you don't 
I Aliev vA|r Ae n signed? 

He<.auM> { thrujEht (hat (here was 
MimeihinK more which was noi c<inunx 
out You know sometimes vihen you tdk 
(0 somebody and you feet (hat (he wMr 
ihoiK IS not (omms iHJt Yuu know, t xul 
really don't know what i( was 

HWf are gou more wilttno to taik 
about Arun Singh's departure than 
pou are about Arun jVeArif'a.* 

Well, I haven’t (oM you wlul I talked 
Ut Arun Smith about fur that hour 
(>*aiiA'') 

No. bui pna'vr said that poa found 
the reasons he offered for resigning 
unconvincing, in the case of Arun 
\eArii. jifou leonV anything ath 
ou^ fAe reasons. 

Well, j^run (Nehru) 1 ju\l dr<jppcd 
Aiiin Sinj(h resigned from (he tnuiisicv 
'I'bt'v are two different Ihmgs 

Yes. hul 4 nr Ji Sekru saps he tried 
to resign on three different ereo* 
tfona. kach time you slopped him. 
And then, one fine moi^ng you 
dropped him. 

No, he never wanted to nsign 

Weii, he's said that in an inter* 
view to Si'shAt. 

J can’t swear by it but I dnn t remem 
ber han ever wanting to resign 

And pou won't say why pou drop* 
ptd him? 

You know, bome things must remain 
within 

f think that if pou teti the country 
that he is one of pour kep adcisera 
and then pou si^denlp drop him. 
pou ought to teti the peopie why. 
Arun Nehru is now an important 
OppoNition leader and it would help 
to know the reasons hr Ms ouster. 

Is heM don’t know Let's ^e htfn wm 
m eleciKm Krom anywhere fJaitfA.s)' 



The Bandlil Famtly 

Yesterday, we broke off talking 
about Arun «VfArv. It is nriwMired 
fAet pour sisler^ndaw is rivtereafed 
III contesting apainsi pour cousin 
from pour mother's old consti- 
tuencp. 

Menaka' 

Yes. Menaka. 

She’s not even m the party 

She eouid Join. 

That's a lordt wav off There's been no 


such tall nr prr^xisal 

One pat here that N.D. TitfaW is 
Ast^inp fofAa wftk Akbar AAmed. 

{don’t thmk the y had any aenous talks 
in that sense 1 thinA they did sort of 
cross each other Nothing hke this lus 
cesns up 

Do you ever get to talk vYtA her? 

No I haven’t spoken with her lor a 
long lane 

With pour nephew? 

Well we used to ask lun to come 
over She uaed to tend hun over. But 
that seems to have aiooped now. Not 











C3us« he wasn't Pnme Miniver. He was 
feaHyinihepart^, And the skuatiuns are 
$0 drffererM that ^ cannoi compare. 

>'ea ^uealionr^ Ann 
ehanftn 9f eriMing om etecUoit. Art 
g^u tki/iking 9f g9ing !• tkt 
eaetnirg? 

You nxan... 

Btfbrt lui fitctipn is ^ire. 

No, no... ipauses). We are thinkmi; ck 
the electjun. yes. but at the rvht time 
<ia(i|rfis>. It IS jtettine ck»s«. 


something ■) a concrete enouRh iitaiiiKT 
to take Atiun. lliere i 1 is very difficuh to 
take acticm. Perhaps I don't think yuu 
shouki even lake acUon. because then it 
gets very easy fi:)r detractors todesiabil* 
ise the isuvernmeni. They tkffi’t hke a 
particular CM. m they start biiUdinK a 
mmiKjr without any basis and it ii not 
i^nod inr jtovernment to react to such 
thinjcs. h anything] substantive happens, 
then we do react. 

Now cinirast that vriih the nun* 
CooRress governments. You arc from 
Bengal You got this lij^i bulb problem 
goAg on there. What s happeni^? Kar* 
nataka. I ^talked about yesterdav. 
Andhra? Hlie suns, the suns*in*law: 
aJterat tun nf the rules, the* sales la x ruk*s 
and al sorts {k...cr. .taxaiKm rules to 
berKffit partKular people. Ilte courts 
have given rulings. So I am not saying 
that Congress is a pure white stallion 
with knights in shining amuiur on 
rt.i.^lhere are problems with the Con- 
gress. Hut at least we try to rcKt and do 
something. I don't sue that hanKning in 
the U| 90 sitx)ft 

Look at Haryana and what is happen* 
tng in Haryana. So almost every non* 
Omgress govemnK'nt has a senous 
comipiKA problem. 

A't^fR in Horgana? Vow think 
then in a rnrriiprioN probfem? 

Oh yes. 

Agciiint thin 

Wen. knk at the allegations against 
his s<As. 

Ab9iH fiengai tempa. nhouM 
Btuu have ortfere^f of feoai o par- 
iiemeniorii engairyT 

Well, at least a legislaUve enquiry. 

/ meoAf that. 

Yes. a lejpslative enquiry. Bven NTK 
set up a judge. Hegde set up a judge 
when that murder case was going on 
...Which one was that? 


> eaier^oir gMf tpoke aboat Hrgtie 
09 the one ehief miniater wha hoe 
hod the moai eoerraption eharget... 

1 forgot the biggest one he had: the 
tapping scandal—the phone uppmg. 

HAen it eame* to eoeruption. Amt 
do the CongreoM chief minhtera 
compare with the non-fongrtto 
chief mini%ter%7 

WeH we have tried to be very tough 
with our chief ministers on corrupiKm. I 
have changed chief ministers very rapid¬ 
ly whenever there has been any such 
charge. Wei. a charge that is substanti¬ 
ated m wy way. Not only chief mirux* 
ters. (rovemurs afeui. If you remember, 
we puled out a Oovemur because we 
made hin resign. Asked him lo resign 
Because hts son... I (hmk il was...was 
involved in some admisskin pnk4efn. 

Kano Probhokar Hao. 

Yes. We asked one chief minister to 
resign when htt daughter was involved 
Bi some marks problem. It was the 
Congress that did it...Ndangeliar. Uten 
it was the Congress that a^ed Antuby 
to resign and al (hat hap p en ed. 

Not girito. rherr iPsa a High 
Court yK^gemraf fAof left gou m 
ehoict. 

But as soon as we got a positive 
judgement, we got hvn to resign. We 
couU have said ‘*no*’ cuntmuaBy and 
battled it out and gone on appeal. 

Bui gou huct doeided to bring 
him bock nott. 

In the party. Not as chief nunsler. 
We didnt throw him out of the party 
because of that. He left the pany for 
other reasons. 

But the torf that token gou ckooe 
to farmallg remdmit... 

Wei let me finiah that frat. We wi6 
cuiie to (he reaiknisskHi later. Now. 
that's how we've realy dealt with our 
chief nsusters. 

Then there is the other side where 
people get an imige of comjptiun. But 
you can't actuily spot aometling or spot 


from our side. From their side. 

We still...on his birthday, on the 
festival days... send the kids over- 
Rahul and Pnyanka—with ndthm or 
presents or someihaig for him. 

In what wag would gou nag gour 
otgle differo from gour late 
biitheP» ? 

[ don't think one can compare realy 
Because...firstly because everyone is 
himseU. 1 mean your personality is 
redected m how you function or what 
your style is. But even mc^e imporiant. 
you can't compare because...wel be* 


Baokid. And ke did It for the 
Moilg tape$, too. 

Yes. And there was the M<nly tape 
case. Right. So there are precedents. 
And diflereftt ways it could have been 
hwdled. It could have been given to 
agencies. 

Do gou think Batu U corrupt? 

That he makes money himself? 1 don't 
think so. 

HU non? 

I can't say. (don't know him at all. I've 
never met Nm. 







Ooen Ar (Jycti Uamtt lakv monrn 
for ikt pQiig? 

(.S/zv/r'i ) PrirtH's Ivivc fo ruti In My 
denincrMtii syshm. Izmir's Iwvr lo nil). 
And panii’s nin imi dnihiiHMi^'l^'V run 
(«i dnniitKtri^ front individails «ii)d they 

nil) iin dtin.itMin' fnm) «oinp;inus llin^ 

is (iu' dcIhCK IMU sVsti lll HS It lUIKlRHtS 

if» I'V^'iv jKirf <rt rfM* i**orld 

Yitu jip«A:<’ nb*mt fh’vi l.at. atmut 
peoph ritmr tn hevi t.ai h^ing or- 
cum-H i>r r«rr«p/j«n. I*rt>ptr ctme to 
tfou horr ttlntt arrOM'd of mr- 
rupiino. 

i ti Y iiiiH l•lkl>;lrUMl whi iM'Vn Mime> 
ifiinu c’tiivrvir i oiih s u|), || v<hi str (ht* 
lu<.k;;rouiKl i\w iluin^i^s in Iht* minis* 
incs, Uu’ |>i*ci|)k‘ ! Ii<iv(’ dropp'd... 
SVhcTi'Vi’r I Iin VC IuhI s/mik* ctnKteli* 
IcoiilKU'k, I hnvr (<)licn M'd'ii). I have nd 
icl('nt<*tl ul all. 

Ha*^ giiu drtipfttd friritHn oinoT 

Krn*fi(ls itiso. 

ttom a mt'OH... 

if 1 hixi Oi«il iinylKidy lu nk* hiis 
rK’Uixllv <U»ik* so|)k'lhmu< 1 will (alu* 
lu'tiiin I havi* snd Ubil ijuhhi lv. J Kiw 
siiiH It in IIk' Mihim*. 

Thv ArunnT 

Ini hiding Ok' Anms. Ilui Ihvre nwM 
Ik' siiiiH' I'liTu nHi* cvidi^rh c dial Ihry 

IviM' cioiK s<MncUni)K liennyy. 

t.ikru’iHr, thv aihgalionn ogainut 
Dvvi Lot nmitt otm hr hi-onogT 

li I'lHild h<’. \\v liiivcn'i ill ini' any* 
IhiiiK. So I hi* (HMipIc of llnrvatsi enn 
di*i idc. 

Bolors 

/'ri#Nr Mioinlvr. ran tn tatk oth 
out Itufon? 

(NiXts I 

/ don't trant togrt hoggrtt dou n in 
(rrhniratitirK hut thrn irat a com- 
minkhn ufti^ crun n. Somvhodg murf 
harv tokvn fhnt muneg. 

Whot hoH thv gomnmrnt donv 
opart frum i»nitinp drniotx and gir- 
ing vxrum r about thr SwiHH urrtrrg 
tau'h? 

Well. I wmilrln t snylluit. I'hi’Ti'iiri* a 
nuiiilM'i i)( Ihiniss in any purt lmso. In a 
mililary pnrJuisc whH'h i>> lilraleypeally 
iii)|Mirlaiil. ihere an* otbt*i birli»r^ ntm. 
The quefiinm of sei in'll v fomesm. Firsi, 
nbi»iil (Ih* weapon. We were told bv Hk* 
annv and we ^rrv Udd hI iK'il time that 
II is tlw U*s( wenpoci whk h r$ availahit* 
foi varKius reasons, Thc*y liad short* 
bsU’d Iwn vre;k|Kins hul when it came ti> 
die guv SIMM) 111 nuiNity * ^tid mnbiirtv 
became iniporidiit a hide later in thv day 


beiausi' id the radar and what not (hat 
I’akisLm had roi m the meantime—and 
that had to be fed mto the evaluation 
procekM, 

1'hi*si' are ixn easy decisuHVi when 
yuu aic dkSfsmK heiw*een two hems 
that are *’vry ekisc t<» each other. Hul 
sonwtimes certain laciiirs itime in which 
lUt iht. babiKe. ( wiH givv you an 
I'Kampk*. We had u kkkE debate when i 
was the defenct* nunsitT im the air- 
(otve aifX'iall con^XfSsinifL Whethiir it 
should be MiO*:^. MiO-23. 

some other Western mvrafl. 
our own airtTaft. our !XA iLifdit Com* 
hat AiriTiifll and what the mix should be. 
Wr had two nr three kjnjt discussions on 
it. And eveniualy wr led (hr whole thmtt 
uHo a computer, deeding all sorts of 
aspects. And (hr itkiiputer produced a 


balance with a cost factor fur the first 
time. Upto then nobody asked the 
question: should we buy onr. let us say, 
two Mirages, or four MiG*2^. or three 
Jaguars and what is the effvctivcness in 
terms oi target acquisitkms and actual 
delivery of weapons on target for every 
rupee spent on procurement as opposed 
(u. vn procurement and on servicings 
nmneng mamtenance of the machine. 

So we fed the whole* thing into the 
voraputer Now, you could work out all 
s<ffts of balances, but some Things 
become black and whhe. Take, for 
instance, the time we started evaluating 
an aircraft which could compete on equ^ 
terms with the F*16s as an air* 
superiority aircraft. It was no use saying 
that we could get three cr bur ot these 
kr the cost of one because none of them 
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at upto ttiM Mandard. And no matter 
udiat. you hm got to get sonvtl^ 
wtich matcbci whether « is eipen- 
icve. whether it is dffioA. bi tSaa 
partodv case, it was the dwia ter 
option—it was the MiG-29 whkh was 
co atin g less. But it came out vgiericr to 
the others becatae k was the only one 
which csne h that otcgory. 

Boiora. n a way, became Hce that 


The 9k99t tad senM 

Yes. the ahoot and scoot c^adtf to 
cointer the fre-Mer radar beomr a 
maior conaideratkn If you wanted a 


B very mportm. 

We bdMw we got Ihe best gun. You 
asked whether we should cancel the 
contract or why « wasn't canceied or 
sometluig to dat effect? 

Wt nrw fMflMfA# the aetec- 
U$t» a^lhe The fsesIMn 

is Mhetter «r bM aseaff ms tehee. 
A'm ihr m hM eha^. aog « 
Mentdet Bttv rar. Iherr euuid be 
ewAs/tferulcMS. The fwesltee ft 
whether a reamfaslaa... 

..was paM. Obviously, how many 
mffnn kriaier—319 was the viwal 
manber—I Khsdt it ended up n 6U 
som c ihng crore s . 66 crores. 

S4 erwve. 

Whatever a was. Anyway, that much 
money was paid to aomeb^. TIM is 
ckn. Nobody doubts that. Nobody 
armies about that. We don't question 
that 

Bmt^U mk9m? Who pW the 




Ihe question b to whom and lor 
what? U it was paid lor some gemwie 
work that was done lor Bodors. then we 
cannot question k. 

Ok 999 mm emm. Tawr dfwl with 


No. not 


iDc m Bion aj 
ior eiampie 
aue. You ca 


mUddiewtem. Sm ikere 


g ea ueie work m terms ot 
GeriBie smck ipthermg m- 
puM the Prendi weapon. 
That is industnal esiaon* 
nt gnidae them that. You 


There are dne or low faynents. 
Could be...I xn not saymg tt is...The 
whole thuig nay oot be...byputheticaBy 
I am laying the whol e moM coMd have 
beeo pad lor gaune work. Then we 
caiY qiiestiim iL If the money has been 
paid iv...as a anmBaon and it has oot 
cane to any In dac and no bdlai a 
■woNed and it bas gone back to...l donY 
kmw who ai the other side. 

Then apm, we can be iq»et that we 
have paid 66 cnres estn. We could 
d ei iia i d the matey bad; p citi^ , But 
dare a nothing eiae that you can do. 
Ow first aeseanmeni nust be did we 
get a good price lor the gaa? Codd m 
have hagff^ ani bai^ted and got a 
tow er price? If ow aHceonral is ttat 
we ^ a good pnce. then we ready need 


To the best uf my knowledge, money 
has not been.used to mfhience the 
deoaion’inaking process. So far. we 
have not been able to estabbsh whether 
money has come to any Indiaa 

But did gen fvgr kmid enongA? 

We lave tried very hard. We have not 
toashed tryaig. CBl is tooking toto it. We 
have seat hen to Swedea He met the 
Prosemtor General and others who 
could help us ei getteig at the truth, 
in^Ntafig the Swedish Bank. 

Wktu wm mU tkl$T 

This was dunng the last few nMnths 
after the bat sesstoit 

Wktu gen ang *Ae* gan niMn 
Xnfre? (M9huu Kutre, CBl 
dirtciur.) 

Yes. Katre. Wei. I don't know 
w hether Katre pereonaiy nr... 

Out 9t kk men. 

Haao (Yea). Now the imwstigBiion is 
stdl continuing. The quetbons...we 
approached the Swas alto. The CBl 
approached the Swat. We got two 
thngi goeig with the Swas. We sUrtcd 
tak^ to them on a treaty. I bebeve 
only one other country hu such a treaty 
wHh them—that's Unted States. And 
they agreed to have a treaty wHh us. 
The prdtoimary wofk a done. Now we 
are vortung on the treaty. The treKy is 
gomg to lake a btUe wMto. The list Ume 
1 asked, (hey said k wff take about a 
year. But that was about Inr or five 
months ago. So. perhaps by the begin- 
nmg of nem year. fia i p img of next 
year, we shoidd be n a posibon to w a 
treaty with the Swas on the same tees 
that the Amcricani have. But dart it a 
basic probtem wkh the Swiss: they donY 
tci you anytho^ imtosa there isBi 
tofiinge m efrt of ther laws. And,.. 

Aad tax ecoften fM'f a crfme 
tken? 

No. jl's very compficated. I woddnY 
Ike to say a senple thing when the 
position a noL iVy say yed. when 
there is an ram-tax vtototton. It is «i 
oAsnce but if this is the case k is not. if 
dM is the oae k is not..if Ihel'e 
the...you know there are to maoy 
pf w i sus and too p hnton (hat it adifteialt 
gat to quantify and my anythng. 

BW we haw itoon k wkh the 
Swtoa. And we wff continue to tffce it up 
wkb the SwisB We are realy folowkig k 
m now wkh the docaments tiM wen 
pMedin Tkehlndii. In can aonwihnv 
tea ame out.. 
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// the mtdia ran nr^etr riM 
ctnt$, ttk0 Mi|*l tkf fpi'tmmeHt 

Well. ^!Ovctrwner\^i^ vwka uprrvie 
undeftttnd in another cuuiury We have 
(0 operate offioaily. 

iiMt |mi ^ I’m Aet.'e an^ 
that mH of thing. ThaV$ ttkmt tkrg 
are tor? 

No. Nut realy. And we haw xul tu 
operate thruush the ttovernment 
machine And we operated through the 
Swedish government. We asM the 
banhs to give us the mhimution. Kut 
they have not grven us anything adegu* 
ate hir us tu go un. 

It oetmt a tiitte «M that a oiagte 
giH rrgotirr $ittimg in Sireden rtM 
got mart than the Oeparlmeal of 
ffrreflgf. the (Iti aa4 the JPi'. 

U ift also odd lhat a amide girt repurter 
gets much ns>re than scmor. more 
agirressjve repurters who also went 
ngtu up to Sweden, isn’t K.* 

t/et*9 teaoe the Kspreaa Ml af it. 
tea’t it hamiHatiag ^ gaar imveeti* 
gataee that a reparter waa atarw 
stfcresalirl thaa att af them pat 
together? 

It depends how you get a document. If 
vuu get It subverwelv? WeN, govern* 
ments don't act m that manner. And g's 
not currect. If we were Kiund actmg 
subversive m Sweden, rt would be a 
mayor diplocnatic problem with Sweden. 
When they are woding with us. withn 
the framework of therbw, we can’t ask 
them to break thee* laws. We wotdd not 
hke to do that spedaiy as we wouU not 
like Sweden or any other cowitry to be 
operating » that manner here. If we 
foimd out about d. we would be very 
tough. 

4riw Siagh amid ia the Rajga 
Smhka that ifBofara reailg hr e m thed 
faith, the gacanmeni maat take 
aetimt ca/Kti the eoatract, dedacf 
the $4 crarea er htaekUat them. 
What peeoemta gam horn daiag aag 
af thaaeT Or aU af them? 

These questions bad come up very 
long ago. la bet this was one of the first 
th^ 1 asked. Can we do tbs? And the 
sec^ question 1 asked with that was: 
whal b the ant of doing ttf The cost b 
first in terms of security. Do we reduce 
our security? Seeond. b terms cd 
money. Do «« acttoly bee tneasey or 
grin (ite 64 oofssl? U we t^ some 
•csbn iriMh b goasg to cost ts some 
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duo crores. it b hvAy wonh d. 

TW't wclp okMl ewceWivp the 
ematraet. Whai ahoai the ather ap» 
tiaaa? 

There's the option about asking for 
the money hack, lhat's sttf open. 

There B the option ot not gomg ahead 
with the second part of the contract 
Tbe other question that 1 asked ws^r 
what hi ppew to our defence procure* 
mem? Or to future d efen c e equipment if 
we qn cel a ccMract'every tiroe a noee 
b made? Stgiposmg tomorrow we buy an 
averAand we have a siniar situatkia 
We find that no Indbn b involved. At 
least there b oo conowte evifence that 
(ndbos are invol v ed bat payments have 
been made. We caned the contract We 
go without an arcrafe. We buy a ship. 
We find the spue tifeig. We oned tte 


Now. it could become s weapon to use 
egpiaat la. So I tfevd the d afea c e 
Bunb y y to evdmte d Cte. On the 
security Bde Ifity add m Ansd esae*^ 


goncal no. At least, they sskL we wdl 
lose over a yev—I am now talung from 
memory, ths Was a long tone ago. 
Appronnately a year, maybe over a 
year m terms of prepsr^lness and. 
imder the present ctrcumstancea. it was 
not acceptable. And if you switch the 
tape off I wd add a Iktke more. 

fTTie tape a now switched off.) 

/a fact... 

Let me finsh thb. 'nien...the other 
questkw wasican we swap? Could we 
gel the Frei^ gun in place of the 
Swedbh gun. Tune deby. They said you 
cannot have both guns bemuse the 
spares , the mventory wifl be dffiereni. It 
wdl be very espensive. It uses different 
anaiuntnA. So ycu wfl always have In 
have two sets of 155 arrenunition. And it 
was realy vetoed v m option. So. on 
the security sde. the cost was very 
heavy. 

Second. 00 tbe money side. Utere was 
a com of what we hal dreody pdd them 
afiic h we woukd't get bock. There was 
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lAc ammmetit thmi kipt 

. SMftip if pm pmt t 
UHUpinmmti MiUMmpmcmUfet 
ihtm t9 Ml pm mk^ tke$ pme ike 
mmep f, eM $M Jmt pirn pm Ike 
jMMCf ef Smim kmt rm^mitiee. 
There wm m mppeet i m tkmt pm 
met M IM. 

No. Wedil Wthfluempect. ItMc 
the nfamatun that Anm HmL ai the 
tm he sad thM. was not amfiete. 
What happmed was that a y ntie rea n 
Iran Bolurs had ranr here wto was not 
a lop'level cttoiaL And he had said that 
he does not have the authority to aay 
nvre iha) what he has said. TIas was 
knit hdore they came and deposed 
before the JHC pve us everyttoiK 
that they pve. And there was sum 
Mpresaen that hr nphl aay somethna 
d he was alowed lu meet at a puhiical 
le^ri wtarh meant either Ann <ir me. 
And we had tn take a denawn whether 
he wxdd or wodd nut say MvnrthatR. 
because rfhr dd meet and dd not say 
anytlm then a radd be Merpretrd to 
mean tM we told him lo shut up. So the 
danpef iilthal was veo* tilth. So wr took 
a deq u m that we wouU not deal with 
(hat level When we ready wanted the 
odurmMMC we put the lawure at the 
Icp^evel The mut went bark. We 
started doav that. And that b when we 
forced the Swedtth tawyer and (hannan 
or Ml> Kind... 

Rinphtrp? 

Iltat’s hfdK. Kaisberit and GntJdin. 

Jlortrry or iliiifherf? 

Not Kaipberic. Knaberd's the PO 
(Hnnccutor Oenerall. When the two ol 
then cme. we put a kM d pressure on 
them and 0it the two d them here. And 
tf we hadn't put pressure cn them, they 
would nut hjwe tailed Hie that. And tf 
yuu liy and tali wdh the people who 
cross-examined then...they were 
drven absolute...they were treated 
aknust Ike m an unmWiied marmer in 
that Merruptmo that jpuemnient did. 
1hat meanb the drfonrx* ijeiTetvv and 
the jpuup mIeT dHcnv iiciTiftary. It 
was a verv npunu^i merrudMUA. 

My view w that (hev would not have 
titfd us what they Utfil ib and not hMve 
convTiltcd tv tel ib mure- • wlach thev 
did Idl us kier- withuul Uwt tauid> 
ml*>m)foitKift the f|0'v>nsiwn( did. I 
dofiT knmv tf wv could put more press* 
lire ««i them WV put prvssure on the 
iSweihsh) di^naiiunl. We pat press* 
lire thriMjfh dipkimaiH' channels, 
ihroaph deimee mnstry channels, 
davudi everyttafid* Kul Hie I said yui 
see that there is a piM where they aku 
know thH war eeciady is cu iii |ris i aa ed 
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tf...they know what we know wkI we 
know i^t they knuw. So it is a bit of a 
hihnrr ardument. They know we can 
push them av tar and then tf we push 
them hffther, it wifl start costintf us. 

Wei. I thadi we put a lot d pressure 
on Itan. Wdl let's see what CBl 
mcovers. il we can start i case.. .One d 
the dtfhcdoes is (hat we have tiot pot 
any...srei. enough evidcuice to actuatfy 
sun a case. 

Afdnd bWom.* 

Apinsi wdL..Wui Chadha. Anatm* 
nirs. That's the (ail> one that has realy 
come igk. 


milMdas 


He! fuffe. Herrnmr mkem the 
Behn tfbruaieflfa /ttoddnf Win 
Cbadka pppearetf to He tttwepep- 
m. Mr VhMhe wm pMtt4 pp end 
tkeCtlmerndtekem hk pwmpM 
impmmded. Whee Me danMvenft 
tocuMit Ibe Htmdpim eppemrrd. 




ike f9Ctrwmeml bent mr betfk* 
Mr^ Id M|r tht9 men hrirfrin. 

Na Not al al. The ^nde doru* 
tnenis did not rebte tu—yuu are talwR 
about the fint set d <V)Cvncnts^>-M 
not relate to Bofors. 

Kee. tkt§ 

Na they related to some other purch- 
ase. They were dated before Bofors. 

rtrrr wmt « VoeBmen/ tkmt 
aAotferf BA 90rttmeni heitr^tm Pit* 
eo Me tfoAn Mi^Af rrlah'jvf 
!• tkt Im^n fmtrwft. Tktrr tm 
•Mli^er d^tameift rtMfut ^ ^ 
etH/er emtnet wkMt tM 

Pile* wm kt fAe HMtiJmM. 

So. fn effitel. fAeir dW ti»k Me 
M the irnffoB ewiIrvW. 

Ohf So what rdMed was the current 
ctenraci and hico? 

Rtfkt. fM h^ r n Aw fkt 

eerdfer eewfrart lAof Pffee Btfwed 
AV Me if/adw. ^Ae fmmfrtim it 
fM9 c^r. 

Ntm. on the ini oar. we were nut 
able lo eitabAah that l^hev was nwned 
by Ifadiia. H 1 remember currecth* 


those documents are said by the Swed* 
(sh BanA lo have scene defects ei them. 

WM drireCa.* 

As pniH<*d in the pnper. IH're are 
'Oifia* dtiuNs nbriul their authenlicitv. 
'Dm* earber set. 

(71^ xwxf parr of iht fvpiy was made 
off'/ecord in ihe /Vioie AAnsterJ ' 

Do 9M kmom tkr HMicAw-’ 

I rael them once a kaia tvne SfRi. 

Wkmt mhomt Dotm* 

At Davos, t net a bt of people wid 
ihdn't meet a nybody...me an ngi d was a 
pubbe mee ti rg sort of thing wA I Adn'l 
tak one'IcMWie wdh aiybndy esrept in 
a...you ltDnw...n the big cneetitK and 
they ask ipiestions md we had a ot 
tea ite you have at these tings** h was 
a dinner, I dnk. 

Sa» ore Ihef fUeatk tf tkt it fim t 
m tke§ fkum^ 

lodustridBls and tsnwii hones do 
hive a nAr to fitf is the t a m a a k Mt <d 
the cotMry* There is. hcpwevcr. no 
question el wy Mntrybi cr bnpm* 


Vhi come to potttr ttilh t man* 
dele U HttM Me afafejn. I'm irere 
ereji ewiled ^'MrCtnn". Am one of 
tkt eAtfpes ofornef pM it corrup* 
tktt. Hov do PM mel to tM? 

I found it is harder to clean up 
ctanqpiton than it ti when you are on the 
other side. taSung about it rather than 
lwvr« to do It. T^re are a number of 
ways henv comiptHm happens. Ihere is 
the hgh-level (hat we Iwve nist been 
UDung about. H«ifon«- Urge chunks of 
mono. 

There is the next level where big 
aidustnabsis. guverrvnent, poliliciajiH, 
bureaucrat S'" aH are involved. Then 
(here is the nilly*Kntty. day*to*day 
lev^...hitting the HiifurK thing to a 
side, because that is perhaps the muat 
ddheuh one tn gH (u...we genuinely 
beb e ved that we had beaten Bofors 
down to the price that they could not 
aSoed. In bcl. we discovered that M 
tcrores) has been paid. So we really 
don’t know^we could have beaten them 
d o wn another 3t> crores. We dun’i even 
know whether the 66 (aorest is the only 
amount. How do we know? Wei never 
know. So i) no cofitrart wiD you really 
6nd out whal’s guing on. 

What vre've got to do cn the big side is 
that we have a very dose checi cm our 
chaps. See their H^tyle. see what they 
are dung, where it could be going. And 
try and catch them on that. a track 
on (he way contnrts are done because 
sofnetimes ai (he routes the files foAow. 
What happens: the hunftes, the obsU* 
des that come in the way. ITirre are 
patterns where ycM can catch wane* 
tlang. At least a hini of siimel h ing. So 
«e‘rc looking at ihngs at thal way but it 
is a dtfficub area. 

On the other hand, cm the ether side, 
on the other two. (hey lumpen because 
of controls—meanng somebody has the 
control it may be a big control t may 
be a bttle controMust a ronlnil of being 
able to sH J tnm lirbel to you. So he 
ca) hold ynn at ransom becauiw (here is 
a shortage of tnm tickels. Massive 
bcenaet fv htff ndustnal cunfilexes— 
tgtm he ^ hold yuu « rvwom because 
he is hok^ the thing. Wc inrd increas* 
ing penahiei... h |usi didn't work. 
Whenrm ym wicrvut penakws. cor* 
rtqgnn has nol gune down « al... 
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You $poke of monitoring tht iife$- 
tifle of people to en4 corruption. One 
of {four clooe friendH U SotiiiM Sher* 
, mo. Let UH take M$ lifeotffle for 
‘ inotance: when he wc$ on Indian 
I pilot and the wcg he liveo 

\ now. noon i7 Ao/ ehow a cfrfsin 
, change in Hfeoigte? 
j ] beliuve there isn’t much L’hange in 
I his Kfesiylc from Indian Airlines to now. 
j in ¥dut way? 

I woo toM at the time that he got 
morWetf, the tthoie famitg woo 
cooped up in a verg emalt flat with 
juet one bathroom... 

Don’t count it Irurg when he flot 
married. Thai was when he just joined 
the aiilme. Count it from when he left 
the airline: when he was earns euihi- 


nme thousand nqa c es a month m the 
airline. 

PredaxT 

Take'home. 

inctu^ng aUowancee... 

Because n( alowances. You cmmi his 
Idestyle from then lo now. 1 don’t see a 
subsuntial chanse in his liesryle. In 
: what way? 

WoM you mg mmebodg who 
eanu eight or nine thouavtd n^ee* 
a month take-home can affeed ita- 
’tian marbU f begin withT 


I Well. I don’l believe be has any Italian 
I marble at all. 

What about the tlla? 

I have seen his place. There is no 
Italian marble. 

R’ilef ateu/ the tilee that he im¬ 
ported? 

He imported some tiles, yes. But he 
says he ROt into a problein because... 

iVa. No probiem. Theg were 
eteared... 

I No. Hi» Iaiber*in4aw aent drem. In 
I (act tf you sec those tiles, the ules are 


It CdA on/|r go up. 

Jt only jtues up. 

You cannot etop it by poticing. 

(Nodx) In a sense, a penalty is one 
more control, opens ceie mure chamH. 
one more point for cnmiption. 

Whg don't you take the controtM 
off? 

lYiai’s precisely what we are domn. 

^0, you are net 

Oh yes we are. 

HAol if t can give example otter 
exatnpie to »how you are not. 

’lell me and I will iqvc you examples 
of liow we are i\augh$ kjoiky). Well 
c<«ne bKk in that on the eccinumK* side, 
but on the corruption side. I am very 
clear that you...the <jAly way » to 
remove viintrnls. ’J'here is no <itli«r way. 
There are certain limitations on remuv* 
irut coninils. For example. I mentxmed 
train tickets, airline rnkets. There n a 
shiirtaRe uf benain items. There wil be 
slrertaite nf certain items m any develup* 
injt economy. By defimlHin that's what 
’developinK is. So that is a difficult area 
to cover. ’IIk only real way of domK IN) 
IS by increasing the supply enoujch so 
that the ahurtaffes are removed. We’vr 
been trying to &) Ihat. We’ve removed 
controls in a number of areas, specially 
in Ikenaing, The new pa'kage we are 
getting on transpr^rl—lhafs amgher 
area where there is lot of rutty gntty 
stuff. ’I'he new Bill that has come and the 
rules that we will follow will rehevv a 
part of that 
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ABSOLUTE DENTAL FAQ 

Bad breath has more to do with 
the health of your gums thon your teeth. 


ABSOLUTE FAQ 

Only Forhon's has on 
exclusive astringent that tightens 
gums and ke^s them heolthy 
to prevent bad breath. 


foonfflg fofAon't 
M At blut p0ck. 


ASZINTACTi 


The toothpaste created by o dentist. 



just bk« de» tiles. 'I'hcre is nu differ* 
ence. 

/ ran'f think of too manir Indian 
Airtintt piiott who Adpf airfmminff 
pooh at hamf. repardieiu whtrr the 
tiieH came ^om. 

()h< I don’t know, they have them. 

A lot of them have iwimming 
pooh at home? 

Oh yes, yes. 

Yoa were a pilot. Voaid poa afford 
a twimming poo! after meeting pour 
expenovo. expenoeo of pour ^mitp. 
fAr AtfurafiM of pour children? 

We very lOowty buih (he houK* at 
Mehrauli. That h» taken ten years to 
do. 

But that h a farm wop out of 
Delhi. 

Hut that is where hts pod is. It is 
beyond...HKln near the bor<ier. the 
Haryana bo^r somewhere. 

Aeguiring a fdrm In Mehrouti is 
cheaper than in MM hut it coota 
the oame to build a pool vAerever 
irou build it. 

Yeah. I'here's no cost difference in 
that. A pool itself n not that expensive. 
And...er...] don't think a pool ...Cheti 
his accounts. Ask (him), f've asked him 
and he has taken loans to do it... 

From LaUt Suri? 

No. from his relatives. N» has pm. 
some relatives who are in (he construe* 
lion business. So they are dobiR faiiiy 
well. His wife is a designer and has an 
income. 


AmN^ Badidian 


On the iubJ^l of fiienda. da you 
regret having aeked Amitabh Back- 
chan to Join politice? 

No. Absolutely not. 1 don't regret it at 
all. I might call him back upm. 

Well, it haen't worked out too 
wtU, ha$ it? 

Yes. wed 1 think he got used by aO 
kinds of people. 

Do pou think he regreU having 
Joined politica? After oU, he oapo, he 
onlp come to kelp pou and ke'$ 
ended up getting hurt. 

Wed, that's sometldng only he can 
anawer. 1 mean, how can 1 regret from 
his point of view? 

So, but pou'rt hie Mend. You 
map know How he feele. 

We are stil very good friends. We talk 


about afl sons of thoigs. No problems 
isnahsl 

Wkg didn't pou put him up from 
Allakabed? 

One. he wasn't well and he wasn't in 
Inds. 

He could have flown back. 

No. he wasn't keeping good health. 

And. 1 didn't know wheil^ he would be 
able to take the physical strain of an 
eletlion at that pom because of fas 
health. So that was cne of the ma^ 
factors. 

Woe Ae keen to etond? 

I got the enpreasnn that he wasn't so 
keen because of health and al. 


The Hnance Ministiy 


Prime Minieier, pou epoke about 
eontrolo ns one of the fundamental 
caueee of eerm^ioR. Corruption 
kae tarred the reputatume of moot 
Indian poUtictane: to begin 

with, Hopde and, now even Jpoti 
Baeu. Kou apoAe abonf toooening 
the ctmtrole. / believe that the foun- 
faffl«AM^ of cofffroia are two ffl' 
s/fluHeiu; fAe /Ynaflce otfnisfiv and 
the Reserve Bank of India. Com^ 
pare fAe eguivaUnt inoUtutionM in 
Englaetd or even in a developing 
cMiifrif. You wtU find no precedenf. 
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iiven Off individtiaf minixtri/’ii 
budget after it han been apprtii ed bg 
Pariiament han to go bark to the 
finanee minMry. 

YcHh, wc VC IXTM tins U>r fttur 


years. 

H'Atf rffffV jVON rAon^e itT 

(Jne <il (lu* lirst iii'itrut lexis I trave lo 
my (jrst fiii.iiKi* iikinisler whs UicklegHle 
.lutlxirity from (ht* fiihime miitsiry. To 
:<sk f>ir ii ifiitirliTlv nccouiu from I hr 
ftiinisirH's on m’IviI IlievVe d<»nt* and In 
le( I heir iruin llv’v hsive n final ve man 
III every minisfry Icl iiini run Ihe thing. 
And if ihc'v M any douhi< about n. tliey 
I'ould [lui sonv limii and say; <iluy 
sometlung ht^yond lhi» limit and you 
lome baik, biii tx^lnw this hml yuu do il. 
Hut we've ik>i been able to make any 
Kubslantial headway on that I agree 
with you. 

We have rruide sonn* ht^adway on Ihe 
tnnks in just ifwse recent enunth^. Its 
taken us a king lime to do it and w«Vc 
had to bulldiize ii very bard W« 
•ire...we would like the banks In be 
niueh nKire free m their operalions. We 
would likt III lay down the basK* guide* 
lines and then let them oyierate. This 
becomes even more important when we 
start decontrolling the licensing because 
an far. wtuit happened, every lime we 
issued a license, the industry made a 
killing and was okay We gave a bceitse; 
the bank financc'd. 

Now, we've said that anvlhmg below 
IS ernres in backward areas- sorry, 
anything bek>w IS crorvs anywhere and 
nny thing bekiw .'ll) crores in backward 
areas -can be set up without a bcense 
with the only proviso that there is scane 
3U per ccni or mitth* foreign exchange 
involveinent m it. 

The banks are tvw going to have to 
Stan clxiosing who they ate going to 
finance. 1'hey don't have the machineo' 
to do it. So what we are really doing is to 
shift the burden of measuring a remun* i 
erative mvesiment to the bank from the 
government. And we've more or less 
forced the Reserve Hank to do that. 
They’ve dune it in recent months. I've 
forgotten the details of (be package. 

No, Prime kfini$ter. t think. 
e^’fAer you hoi^ been miuinformed 
or they^bg UHey' / mecR Me 
bureoueroeg... 

'Fhey got the ^nall print in filaughsA 

Or rsMer. / woutd eag. they are 
trying to houee-tame you. you 
knw. the 'Yee Afiffwfer’agff<fro«ie. 

You know this is (he problem that we 
liad when we first started trying to 
d<»c<mlrol. We did a lot decoftti^ right 
in Somewhere m the middle of 


iWffi we discovered that ahheugh we 
had done everything, (hey had put in the 
hule pmt at the biMtoni. so anyllung 
that happened far below yoent secretary 
level was loUly bogg^ down ard 
nothing was happening. Ihat’s why we 
(hen came to this scheme of toul 
deregulation. We said instead of trying 
todo R picceiifcal and getting stuck, we 
iust chop It completely. And (hen let's do 
It. Su that's where we brought the 
backward areas il *rhen we pinned 
certain things to areas of necessity: 
exports, foreign exchange earmgs. and 
sa^ we wifl decontrol in this area. 

We've done a massive package for 
exports, including foance. (Kmks. taxes. 
debcensinf(-<-al sorts of incentives. And 
then, we’ve included the tourism indus* 
try m that. AO pan of the decorMroHing 
process. But it doesn’t come under cm 
sort of head, t feel we've done a 
subsUntial amount on decontrol. If you 
ask me d I am happy aboul what we’ve 


dune, no I’m not, because 1 feel we 
should have dune more. And it’s neces* 
sary to do more. 

f^ffie AfiAisfer. fftap / feff you 
why you $houU not be Aappir. Ha¬ 
ven't you octuatty confWbufed fo 
Me eonfution* 

How? 

TAe Aosfc Mfng U that unleu you 
are obte to tame the ft nance minin- 
try, you’it he nowhere. Bui you had 
paid esrfier... 

No. there are some basK proMems 
and I don't thmk just taming the GnaiKe 
emnistry is a solution. 'The finance minis* 

try does need lankng. yes. But there is a 

much more serious (uoblem. which is 
the way we spend money: the minis¬ 
tries. the state govenvxwms, the pohti* 
ciaits. the bureaucrats—everyb^y— 
are only keen to spend on non¬ 
productive expenditure. They are not 
willing to pay back bills tv each other— 
either this irvnislry to that ministry, the 






sU(e to (he Centre, the Centre to the 
state. 

The whole financial system^nd if 
you indude the inteniaJ tnrrowings and 
exlemat borTowtnjjs; externals less, in* 
temaJs more^lhe whole financial sys* 
tem is not all that good and it needs a lot 
of correction. Now that correction has to 
be done in the next... I don't ihinliit can 
be done repidiy. we*ve started the 
process but it will ha re to be done over a 
period of perhaps five years^let's say. 
the Eighth Plan period If we do not ^ 
it, we will be in very deep trouble. I 
dm't think the nation forgive us for it 
or we will be able Co get away with it 

Keeping all this in mind, the finance 
ministiy hu to have a certain grip at the j 
top. Today we tell them to cu^ de^s 
or to hold defidta. They have promised 
7.400 (CTorei)—11)^ it was in the last 
budget--and it*s already sort of creeping 
up. Tve tuU (hem kmli, you can't alow 
it (0 creep up. Last year, we were able 


10 hold N in spue of the drought, this 
year, you jnly wH hold it in spue of 
everythmi because that adds to so many 
other problems. 

Rut holding the defidi means increas¬ 
ing the efficimy of govenment func¬ 
tioning. There's no other red way of 
doing H. You can’t cut power prefects. 
You cannot cut irrigaiion pmlects. It is 
not on. You’ve got to mate them man 
cost-effective. 

Ptime Minuter, iku is a inutoio- 
gy. Ycu aec... 

U has to be seen m that picture. You 
can't sort of pull out a thing from it. 

Ne. But OKee pMi kmv* ike mmm/ 
budyet, xitdfrldaro/ iMaeg Ca ogpor* 
tinned te s nUnietry sxiif m 
worked oot. So tkat, lef’t my, Me 
power minietry or ike frrigalioii 
minietry hoe tkoi mocb money to 
tpend. & gM yitt them Me money 
ot ike hofin ni ny of tke yeor. 

Yea. 


Now if they wont to tpend more 
money, they'U hove to creote it. 
Where eon they yet the money 
ftomT 

That is exactly what happens, you 
see. They don't spend that money 
properly. Sometimes, during a year, like 
these last two years, we've had bad 
yean, we’ve had drought. We had to cut 
expenditure. We told everybody to cut 
bade when we ask (hem to cut back, 
what do they cut back? Ihey don’t cut 
un wasteful expenditure. They cut on 
pro^s. So you cannot...they are not 
acuig responsibly enough. 

IM, Prime Minitter, itn't it your 
reeporuiMity to moke them ort 
reopooMthty, not the /Inanee minit* 
try'tT 

Oh. we've been fighting with them! 

Hot can you tame the tiger with- 
oOt tokiny the aufAeWfg awoyT 

[ don't know if al this stage, with our 
financial situatKei as it is, we really want 
to lake the authority of the finance 
minislry away. 

Tke authority of the Prime Minit^ 
ter it there. The authority of PartiO’ 
ment It there. Bat why thauid the 
finance minittry have a veto over 
the minietry of induetry? Or power? 
Or irrigation? 

Because they have to wort out (he 
total balance in spending. Somewhere 
between planning and fiiunce. 

But they are leonkiAf ihit out ot 
beginning of the yeor. 

But it doesn't w(vk the same nght 
through the year, because sometimes 
Ihpre's more available, sometimes 
th^'s kesB. 

Vea can have quarterty ocrounU. 

That's what we are trying tu du. 
That's what I said at the beginning. 

Bat they itorY let you. 

We are iryi^ (smilesA These things 
don't happen instantly. 

You hove a man tike S.B. Cha- 
t'fln. TAe ftrei thing he tayt it 
**PERA thould be ttrengihened'*. 
Thit tort of aiiitude roniradieit nU 
that you and your government ttand 
for. 

WdL yes and no. KERA should be 
rstkmabsed and strengthened. 

Why thould tt be ttrengthened? 
Why $houldn*t tt be abotitked? 

N& 1 don't thinic we are ready to 
abolish PERA. 


mmtf 
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You »pokt oboat tukih^ Indio to 
ikt 2 lot rt-ntur^ ond, in 0 tor%tr 
tonttxi, about tht four p^wero ond 
tit'v powfrn m the noxt ftnturp... 

IIm quc'siHm is dtc wv i*c<jnofflK0Uy 
slnirjir i lr> Ukt* 

So, lhat’a not the gueotion. 

In Mep ifto ihc* wide world' 1 donl 
Ihink we iire 

So, Prime MmtMter. thot‘11 not the 
point. If pou look at Aaia then tl 
htcomea ohvioun that Ihh U where 
the real eronomie mtrvieofihe loot 
decade haii taken ptaee, not in the 
white man'H worid. It'a eountnen 
tike Japan and South Korea. Theae 
are the mtracie arean. Hut tkep 
haitn't done thi$ throuph the !!• 
nance minttfrtf. Sow. the finance 
minintnt caiU ilnetf the enpine of 
growth. 

Nn W«iU Let kiok a\ J^n Let us 
look fit KoriM I here the sierurio is 
totally differeni in J^p^n you are deal 
ini2 with 4 country which wjs j super¬ 
power in the hcs nnd World War not 
just 4 ccHintiv wlwh has developed 
'I'hey had d massive mduslnal (MSe ll’b 
like (lermanv vcxi ian’1 compare Oer* 
manv and japfin 1 m India 
/ concede that. It'a reconotrucUon 
rather than ecnatractton. 

Korea you t an perhaps compare But 
then you crint, because hnrca has a 
very stionp relationship with the Umted 
Slates It xivcs it markets 11 Kives it 
A ten Mhon doitar trade earptuo. 
It tfives It surpluses (smJes^ Inlemal* 
ly. Korea works its mdustry m a totally 
undemociatH manner We couldn’t do it 
here 

Whp not? 

Jt wouidn t work here Our democra¬ 
cy IS fake tlial If you want to abnhsh the 
democracy, ves, then you can do it here 
So, not demoerarp. Keu don't 
need reatrictive tawa. 

Korea has very strong restndivc 
lawb Japan has solid reslTKtive laws 
'Ihey’ve only developed because of their 
taws being 90 re»lnclivc You talk to 
Germany or Bnlaui 01 United Stales 
about Japanese laws or Korean Lws’ 
So, tkooe hw$ are anig to prevent 
extemat competition. 

What else are we dung'^ 

So. Left take PER A. Becaute at 
. of the amount of hretpn 
tmeni that hoe come fe Aaia 
the paat ftve pean, ontp 0 ivri 


amaii porihn ha$ trickled into tn» 
dia. Sow, we do not have enaapk 
capital to inveot. tkhviaaatp, foreign 
inveatmen! tgautdaugment the iota! 
amount of moneg which can be 
npent. Bg framing needieaolg rt$> 
trictipe law like FBRA... 

No. you've got tv bok at a bigger 
perspective Inda hasiaken a pariicutor 
role or hne m what g bebeves is Rs 
irtdependence Part of our independence 
IS our foreign pobcy None of the other 
ciiuntnes wtoch have had rapid develop* 
mcni have a foreign pokey uf thev own 
ur have the strength to have a foreign 
pokey of their own. escludvig some of Ow 
big cuuntnes that vou mention 

TAft fa irAef f Ae menderfna of f Ae 
finance minUtrg woaid mg. 

No. this IS something that we dekber* 
atelv decided to do this is the rust 
that IS part of that package U we today 
say that ihis is not necessary—I perso' 
nalv fed it’s very neceasary 
What h neceomrg? /Adependmee 
oa o concept or the law of FBRA ? 

'Ilie ^dependence The eidependcnce 
of ft^eign pokey 


Economic Policy 


Prime Minioter, / think I know 
whot gaa art trgi$tg to get at, M 
gonr argument would break dawn if 
gon Ofl 0 f|reerf lAe Raw of foreign 
fnvetfmenf after Ike enactment of 
F£RA... 

Whai you are gomg to say tu 

That oaretg we had an indepen^ 
deni foreign polirg Rom gour groJtd* 
fofAer’j dago. 

II come to that if we want an 
independent foreign pokey and the op* 
tsiino for independent acuon. then it 
rcquoes cerian types uf controls nduch 
other countnes who do nut otnve for 
that don’t have Take the whole of 
Europe What s the root of their fmgn 
pokey^ 1 hey are aU lied very Uoedy to 
Amencan foreign pokey They may te* 
agree here and there, but n subsUnce, 
when It comes to the crunch, they toe 

the hne 

I have spoken tu Heads of State and I 
have said. "Look, why have you dene 
this It IS aksekitely ndicuinus and hnw 
can you. n ak hocaaty, say that what 
vuu are dong « correct^" And tbev’ve 
said. ”Yeo. we agree 100 per cent wHh 
you but what can we do^" Now. I'm not 
I gesng 10 let fndm go Mo a position to 
I say. “I can’t say tte sid what can I do?" 
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Prime Mlnioter, left take 
China... 

Now. once having said that, then you 
have to have you pay a pnc« for that 
Now. v^iether PERA. in its current 
form IS are we paymg too much of s 
prxe for ct h something we can ask But 
to say that PERA is nut necessary or 
that some sMt of anti trust laws are not 
necessary. I thmk is we are not ready 
for that, we are not strong enough for 
that yet 

Ottr Ibm'gA I’givafmenf lows are 
for more reafneflue lAon ruen 
Ckina'i. 

Yes. but ChsB has a very strong base 
tf) many other things It has a very 
substantive od eiqxirt It has a good 
ndustnal base, mu^ stronger than ourv 
and. weL when we become that strong, 
I’m sue that well be able to remove 
these things 

rAep (Rnawce miniotrgf will find 
another exemoe. 

1 doubt It ($n^ 8 ) We’ve opened 
foreign vivestment in many areas. Food 
ka a suit. 

In Oeeemher l$64, when gon ke* 
cume Prime if fgfsfor, tAe ^ue of 
the rapae woo Ro 14.4$ to the pound 
(the middle rate). On H OeMor, 
l$$$, the Aeeerre BuicA of India 
middle raU 1$ R$ 2iJ$. Do gau 








thU dnp in the ruptt'e VQiue 
1$ 0 of your economic 

policiei? 

] don’t think (he v»lue of n^ee or any 
exchange is signifKant in (he sense thi( 
it is made out to be hi India. One should 
see u as a tool in yout economic 
development process—in your ecooo' 
rsuc relations with other countries. Artd 
the signiScance of k going up or down 
should not worry you so mudt. 

Whai should worry you is the cost of 
hving and the standard oi living at home. 
If that is moving in the right Section, if 
your expceis are going in the 
direction, you are earning more, you are 
doing better'^tben. these sorts of 
things are not relevant. But if this is 
causing auch a ^blem that your system 
is coOapsng. then k is siiigiifKanl. 

1 fed that what we have done over 
Ms period is to strengthen the economy 
artd, today, our economy is stronger 
than ever before and 1 d^’i thMc that 
this is so relevant 1( is more oi an 
emotiona) (actor than an actual (actor. 

The coot of the Bofbn §un yoet 
up. 

The price of our exports comes down. 

But ike rtuUmthn from oxporft 
1$ tomer. Which meuue tkut if I mere 
U hU thU kkmti Me, fd pH 
fiewer doUun. So tndlun ex p eeiero 


tooe out. 

But if you see m dolar terms, our 
exports have gone vp eery subsuntially. 

But bp oeitinp more end more 
unite of ike mme. 

No, both. QuHnity and duahty. 

Thot eun*t be becuuoe when the 
price of the rupee poet down, then 
we ere eeliinp more and more to 
meintein the oume IroeL You know, 
tike Alice, running footer and footer 
to eteg at the oamr pluee. 

Partly. The quantity Iw aho gone up. 
The doSar vahie has also gone up. 

If the rupee hod been at o room- 
able rote, them the dotlor oHue 
wouid have gone op much more. 

So. you woulAik have been able to 
sel. 

Km reeognioe that iudion goodt 
ere uncompetitive? 

Yea. 

Overpeiced? 

Yes. Our coat of production ia high. 

Why? 

Oh, because at too tnmy thmgs. 
Because of many of the cw nr ote we've 
got. Because of many of the taxes that 
we've got. Because of imconv^ftive- 
nets. Because of the low pioductivity of 
our labour, Because of bad mamie* 
merit It's right Krosa the bovd. f don't 
thM you can pin il down. 


A Uut, non-economic ort of guet- 
tiono. Are we back to propugendo on 
Ooorderthan? 

No. no. We are continuing. Abso¬ 
lutely. 

KAee why did you tkift Bhaokar 
(ikeek? 

Different reasons. One. we were 
looking for somebody m culture. We 
couldn't find anybody. 

rAaf'a « bit weak. ionH it? 

No. li’a. in fact. true. Because what 
was happening was that (the) culture 
secreUn* was always on tour (.Jeughs). 
We couldn't get him in Delhi at all. And 
the best man that we could And was 
Bhaskar Ghosh. 

Then, there were some problems on 
Doordarahan. bke the Preaklent'a...lt 
happened once, it happened twice, it 
happened a third time. And it was 
getting a little dtffkuh. It kept cocrung up 
in Cabinet. Ministers were really het up. 
On the Presideni. (hey were resDy 
worked up. And even the very sober, 
cool minsiers who would never say a 
WMd... 

ir.C. Pont? 

I won't name them (smifer). But 1 
(hmk you know the sort of people I'm 
uBting ^ui. They were thumping the 
table and raising their voices on thii 
President issue h happened once, it 
happened twice, and it kept happening. 

50.. . 

Hove you watched Doordorthan 
recently? 

I have not seen Doordarahan. 
iYo back to the woret exctooeo 
of the eortp Siyhtieo. Eighty per 
cent of the newt fa sbouf irou. Any 
mimioter handing out aeirfng 
mathineo to war widow* U regarded 
00 o major newo etory. 

No, ihA's not good. 

You’ve reoUy gone beck fitU Wr* 
ele. That brief period when it woo 
eiightly wotehahU to over. If the 
okifting of Bhaokar to tuUure woo 
merely to yet a better imni hr 
cutture, then I don’t think the ehar- 
acter of the network would have 
etumged ao much ao it hao. 

Yea. something's stipped somewhere. 

I had a bng session—almost what? 
When did we have that eiQilosion in 
Cabinet? Partha. do you remember (to 
G. Paithosarthy. his joat secretao^? 

(Pifihasarthy: Thai was in Septem* 
ber. air.) 

September. So it was about ten day- 

1.. .two weeks...after that! had a sea* 










amall MrkM imU /*• 

dia. ve ^ Ml h^re tn^$k 
cupilai !• iHcett. Ohvimstf, hnign 
iHPt$tmtnt W9ttU mmfmtHt the t9tmi 
omwtnt of fftMey wkirk (m be 
ipent. 8p fnminf nte4Jt$»ig reo- 
Motive iatet tike b'£RA... 

Nck yw've ro( lu boh »t « bifficr 
perspwtive. In^ has taken a paniciiar 
role or kne in what it hekevet is Ns 
independence. Pan of our independence 
IS our foreifin policy. None of the other 
countries Akh have had rapid develop> 
ment have a foreign pokey of their own 
or have the strength to have a fc^ign 
pokey of their own. evluding some of Uw 
big countries that you mention. 

Tkit h whet the mem^rina at the 
fiMAee miniatrp wettU m$. 

No. this IS something that we dekber* 
ately decided to do. An6 this a the cost 
(hat IS pan erf that package. If we today 
say that thn is not necessary—I perso* 
naUy feel k'% very necessary... 

Whet i$ Aeceswrir.* Mependtnet 
as e eeeeept er the tew of* h'£ttA ? 

The independence. The eidependence 
of foreign policy. 


Prime Miniater, let'a take 
Chine.: 

Now, once having sax) that, then you 
have to have...you pay a price fur that. 
Now. whether FERA, in its current 
form is...are we paying too much of a 
price for ii is sometl^ we can ask. But 
to say that FERA is not necessary or 
that some sort of anti*trust laws are not 
necessary. 1 think is...we are not ready 
for that, we are not strong enough fctf 
that yet. 

Oer fhnrfgn tnoeafineAf ieira are 
fer more reairietive then even 
Ckine'a. 

Yes. but Chni has a very strong base 
it many other things. It has a very 
substantive ok exp^. It has a good 
industnal base, mu^ stronger than ours 
and. weD, whM we become that strong. 
I'm sure that well be able to remove 
these things. 

TAef (/Inance mieiatry) wUl itnd 
tfRofker exceee. 

1 doubt it (smikaf. We've ^ened 
lorei^ investment in many areas. Food 
for a atari. 

in December I$S4, when pou be* 
eeme Prime MteUttr, ike ieiue of 
ike repet wee Re !4.4$ to the pound 
(the middte rutei. On H October, 
the Reeerve Bunk ef Indie 
middif rvfe ie R$ 2$.I0. Oe peu 


Prime iVfiuafer, / think / kime 
iMsf you ere trying to pet et, but 
your erfumeni would brrek down if 
you anetyoed the flow of foreign 
iRoettmenf efler fAe eMCfmeiir of 
Pt'RA... 

What you are going to say is. . 

Tket aurtly we bed en indepeo’ 
deni foreign potieg from your grand’ 
fotker'a ^ya. 

Ill come to that. If we want an 
independent foreign pokey and the op¬ 
tions for ind^ndent action, (hen it 
requkes certain types of cootrds whkh 
otJwr countries «4>o do not strive for 
that don’t have. Take the whole of 
Europe. What is the root of their foreign 
policy? They are al lied very dosely to 
Americ a n fixeign pokey. may dts* 
agree here and thm. but in substance, 
when (I comes to the crunch, they toe 
the kne. 

I have spoken to Heads of State and I 
have said. 'Look, why have you done 
this. It is absolutely ridicolous and how 
can you. n al honesty, say that what 
vou are domg is correct?’' And they've 
smd "Yes, we agree 100 m cem with 
you but what canwedo?''Now. I’m not 
going to let India go iHo a poeddoD to 
say, "1 can't aay this and wtot can 1 do?" 
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think thU drop iJt the npte'e voiue 
u o rr/lertion of i/our economtr 
policteo? 

2 don t think (he vakie o( rupee er dny 
exchan}^ is sif^nificant m the «ense that 
rt IS made out to be hi Indu One should 
see It as a tool in yom econorm. 
development process—in your econo 
mic relahons with other cuuntnes And 
the s^miAcance of it gomg up or down 
should not worry you so much 
What should worry you is the cost of 
iMnp and the standard of hvmg at home 
If that IS moving in the nght direction if 
your exports are going m the nght 
direction, you are earning more, you are 
doing better—then, these sorts of 
things are not relevant But if this is 
causing sudi a probim that your system 
16 coOapsing. then it is sypuhcant 
1 feel that what we have done over 
this period is to strengthen the ecoiximy 
and, today, our economy is stronger 
than ever before and 1 don't thmk that 
Uus IS so rdevant It is more of an 
emotional £Ktor than an actual factor 
The coat of the Boforo pun peer 
up. 

The price of our exports cones down 
But the npitauBou ffom oxporta 
iMtoroor. Wkkh meuuathutia were 
to aeit tkU kkodi kuriu, Vd pet 
fewer doBurt. So Initott exportere 


looe out. 

But if you see 01 doflar terms, ovr 
exports have gone up very substantiafly 

Bwt hg ^fiAg mane end more 
unite ef the omme. 

No. both Quantity and duairty 

Thot ran'f be bmuae when ike 
price of the rupee poeo down, then 
we ore teiiinp more end more te 
mointoin the oeme ff ref. Kelt know, 
Ukr Atke, runninp footer end footer 
to otap ot the oome ptaee. 

Partly The quantity has also gone 
Ihe do 6 ar vahie has alio gone up 

ffthe rupee hod been ut s ream* 
obie rote, them the doUar oofue 
would hove poue up muck more. 

So. you wouMn'l have been able to 

sell 

You FeeegJtiee thut ludiun poodo 
are uncompektivef 

Yes 

Overprieedf 

Yes Our cost of production is high 

WhpT 

Oh. because of too many lhaigs 
Because of many of the cootro k we've 
got Because of many of the taxes that 
we've got Because of uacempetiove* 
ness Because of the low productivity of 
our lateur Because of bad ownage' 
merit lt*s right aooss the board ld«’t 
think you can pm a down. 


A loot, non eronomk set of pure- 
Homo. Are we kork le propopondo on 
Doordorahmn^ 

No. no We are continuing Abso 
hjtety 

Tkea irAg did pou ehUf Bhaokor 
GhoohT 

Different reasons One. we were 
lookaig for somebody m culture We 
couldn't find anybody 

rkal'a 0 M weak, lon'i tt? 

No It s. tfi fact, true Because what 
was happening was that (the) cuNure 
secretary was always on (our (Uugho) 
We couldn't get him in Delhi at all And 
the best man that we couM find was 
Bhaskar Ghosh 

Then, there were some problems on 
Doordarshan, kke the President's It 
happened once, it happened twice, it 
banned a third time And it vms 
getting a little difficult It kept coming up 
m Calwet Ministers were realty bet up 
On the Preaident. they were really 
worked up And even the very sober, 
cool ministers who wouM never say a 
word 

K.C. FonlT 

I won't name them (smdeii) But 1 
thmk you know the sort of people I'm 
tailing about Ihey were thumping the 
(able and raising their voices on this 
Hre^ideni issue It happened cnce. tt 
happened twice and it kept happening 
So 

Hove pou watched Doordarohan 
rrcenllpy 

I have not seen Doordarshan 
tVo bock to the wont exceoooo 
of the early £fgAtfee, £<gAfg per 
cent ef the newo lo about you. Any 
minioter handing out oewinp 
maekineo to war wldowo ft regarded 
oa a mo^or newe otory. 

No. that's not good 

Km'cw reoffg pone back full eir* 
eie. That brief period when it woo 
oUphtty watehable is over. If fAe 
sAilYing of Bhaokor to euUure woo 
merttp to pet a better mmt for 
culture, then I don’t think the cAer- 
•efer of the network would have 
changed ao muck ao U hoo. 

Yes. aomechmg's slipped somewhere 
I had a long sessKm-^aknost what’ 
When 4 d we have that explosion m 
Cabvwt’ Partha, do you remember (ro 
6 /h/thasiitAy. Ats johu oecreury)* 

(Partbaaanhy That was m Sept^ 
ber. sr) 

September So d was about ten day- 
a two weeks after that 1 had a sas- 










siun with Hha&ai and Ar<ird. Axxl I 
tinvf ihfm my very clear vk w of what I 
feel ()<)or<lar&li3n should be doini^ 1 
don’t want to jto :nui the deiaih. It took 
me over an hour to tell (hem. But. 
lid»Kdll>, that liter)'ve K"t to be opea 
JVv niusT allow dissent. It ntust be 
expressed. 

But I qualified that by aayiniz tlvtt any 
l^rne dissent or s<»meihmii aK^insi the 
hjovenitnent appeared. Khe opikin fur 
Koveminent io answer must be there 

.So. ttfftif happeriM if hen eemebodg 
tike Chuiam \abi Aiad sppeon to 


onnicfr and then mokee a M of 
himtetf? Kou roA*f biame the net- 
work for that. 

No. 1 ckm’t blame the network for 
that. 

Afg perroption it that gou u'trt 
eorjtererf bg mong m/nMert and 
Congmt .V/*# who kept coming ta 
gou and fwtging: ‘*Sir. |mm are hordlg 
on TV ftotf. The Oppooition it aU 
on." And, ftnattg. the preunre 
Jnti got too moth ^ poo... 

I'm nor worried atmut me beuiff oil 

AH right, mogbe theg oaid, “Wt 


are nut being put on." Hut thin 
pretnure nt Ihe fa6f<'*fA(impfn0 
Cahinet neHtiofiH finnHy cornered 
pou. tki you accept that? 

No. 1 don I Hieepi that Hi nil. In 
wht Cl I utked to HluiKHt and Arena, I Ic.ld 
them (hat this not iman lhai you 
liave to have it luU ol tnmislers. 'Ihey 
told me that pressure crimes. I said: 
*’Nc». yoa evaluate tite quality of the 
iH'Wsaiid. acrc>rdin£ly. you pul ii in, And 
the Mnie for the <>p|Kisiluffl. If Ihe 
Opposition does sionelliini; news* 
M‘(»iihy, it sIkhiM l)e in. Ii it's not 
nerwsworthy. wlK'tlKr ii is us or them, it 
sIxMjId Dot be m. " Aral I, m fact, lold 
them that J you base prol>leitis ol Uhi 
mueh pre>isure from here and there, lor 
petty fuiK'lKms. then there should be a 
Itnal news proieranime—which there is 
ift vime stales. 'Ihere certainly is in 
Kurupe -where there is the natKiiul 
news. Ilwre s I lie knal news. And all the 
sort of.. 

Shot* of K.i . rant dhtributing 
hewing ninrAfneN. 

(Lftilphs i Well, all llui sort of linal 
events can come on ihal. And the 
natKKial news, in fact. I would say llui 
even today our national new.s is ikiI 
broad enoujth m its piTspeclive. It still 
Ket.s luo much iuitv*)Qiity tnlo ii. li 
should he liM^kinp more at the i^iobal 
pervpevlivvs. ut the nutiuniil perspec* 
fives, and knts at the son of i-fvciln 
iluiiKs whH'h can iook in some other 
pra^jte scxiie where. J’hcy have to 
con won, but it should he separated from 

the news 

U'Aor happened during that brief 
^norf of ghnnoMt iroa that minin- 
ten got-'^nd very rightig m^-nhui 
oui from n*. W'AirA in whg Iheg 
thumped pour tabtr at Cabinet 
mcetingn and btamed if aft on the 
rMwrope fAe rrexident. 

WeU fpaust'si. I tkai't think tivil is 
absohitefy tiM. lH)ord.irshan has In 
have a balance betw(*en projecliny! 
what the {government is domK. pr<)}ecl* 
inK what is of interest to the majority of 
itw pp*>f>le'»nor just to the middie eUss, 
upper class and the ehte—and of raising 
issues. SomeliiTH.s. controversies. 
Which they are nut d<Hng well enough. 

tlhiTtluMrthy; Sir. I think time is up. I 

See. he it ending the pinsnost 
(bujghsK 






ENTERPRISE 


A Guja rati renaissa nce 

Led by Dhirubhai Amhani <imi Korsimbhai Patel,the 
commumfy is re-cstabHshmg itseiunpreueifrialleadership 




I f Ilhirubhai An^ni h»d 
ntt come on the business 
scene Nvheii he did, (he 
Oujaralt community’s 
repiAaium for business 
acumen wouSd have crumbled into dust/ 
mocked a prominent Manvari industrul- 
ist. The recent resurj^ence in Guarati 
entrefireneursh^ appears tu endorse his 
view. Dunns Ih^ 1960s and 7lis, (he 
community whk'h had ushered in the 
industnal rcvolutKA on Indun sod found 
iiself in li>«- wildi'iTH'S'. c>f Ok* Daik 

Aaes. 

The 1960s. ui contrasl, are witnes* 
sms iIh' ccnnnuiiiitv'*’ r;Mi.iis>)ani*r a^ 
industnalisls of the cahbre of Karsanbhai 
Haiel of Nirma and Praful Shah of 
GardeipVareh flex (heir mumles and 
mnds (0 make* theu' presence felt. 
Smuluneoosly, a few scions of patnoan 
mdustral famiiics are trying (u revive 
memork'S of former greatness—such as 
Sunjay i^lbhai with hisdcniin rexdution. 
Or the three Mafatlaf boys: Hnshikrsh. 
with his dreams of bung one nf India’s 
largest textile exporters; Atulya. to be 
the Giorgio Armani of India; and 
ITadeep, to make finer, quaky fabnes 
On another level, several first* 
generatkin entrepreneurs, engaged Hi a 
ho^i of activities as diverse as 
masa^ and pharmaceuticals arc reviving 
their comrmii>it>'s reputation for making 
money. Jewellers Mafatlal Mehta d the 
Samir Diamond Group and Jatin Mehta 
of the Su'Maj Group are among them. 
M.M. Kothari of f^n Parag has con* 
coded an entirely new muHi-crorc- 
rupee industry where none existed. In 
the pharmaceutical business, K. B. PateJ 
of Cadila Lnboraiones has naire than 
matched the performance oi the large 
nwJlinatkmals. The activities of these 
entrepreneurs, though often on a mod* 
est scale, are collectively responsifafe fur 
revitalising the spint of enterprise 
among the Gujaratis d today. 

Of all these men, the two who be* 
tween them have perhaps done the most 
to revive their community's $elf*esteem 
are Dhirubhai H. Ambani (S5> d Re¬ 
liance Industries Ltd (RJLl and Kirsan* 
bhai Khodidas Patel (45) of Nvma Che¬ 
mical Wodts. In the process Rehance 
has created a controvmia) legend and a 
atock market cult figure out d its 


(uunckf. Kr«Ku twit to nulHiig ni I96h. 
KIL’s sair's h>r the IS-namth finalvul 
yeai imdmg March )9HK were R« l.'M’S 
crnri's. making it 'hi* fasie^t growing 
company in recrui itnporate In^tory 
't’he third largest Indiari nmipany in 
terms of assets, the synthetK textile and 
petrocheniKals nunufacturer has oui 



utiHjnd the ueighhourtMXKl, delivering 
I pac ks d ye How powdiT in 1969, 

I Ambaiu’s achievements lay m the 
I uiflovaiiveuseoffinaiK'yhnstrunicnlt, a 
I I’kMe monitoring of the* export-impon 
I pohcK**' and a subtle control of the 
I nwdia ’I'hmu* I’atel lay in product 
devekjpirk'nt and marketing. Despite 
the* obvious ddlerent es heiween the two 
companii's * -cntirelv different indua* 
lives. lotHlty contnisling management 
styles, disparate corporate cultures**- 
RIL aj>d Ninna share some rntriguing 
(larallels. 

Kocone. the two chairmen possess 
stmUr duiai tcriklKs; both are Gujarati 
workahohes, Ikith prefer simple lifes- 
! tyles. Both companies are pruluils nf 


■ViawtiJiii M iWUeiBbinwwi 


ranked high-fbers like the Moths and the 
Thapars. 

Nirma’s growth has been equaly our* 
standing. What started as a backyard 
operation—moung a tew chemcals by 
hand—has bubbled into a Ks dfitt'Crore 
detergent empire. Its fbunder, K.K, 
I'ateL started by aefling 500 kg d 
washir^ powder a montk Today he 
easily seBs SSO.OUO tonnes d (he stuff a 
year, nuking Nmna the world a brgest 
seling detergent brand in the wurtd 
Quite a nva^ for the man who cycled 


the Iknes with their survival intt icately 
Hnked to their promoters’ abOities (o 
understand government legislation. 
Ambad’s stiength has been to ''niist the 
aid (4 a byaantinc system d controls 
instead of fijdihng them. p(*rfecting his 
knowledge, and using them to hdld a 
syntheiKT toxtik* empire. 

Patel's forte has b^n iii finding a slut 
for his company as a small-scale manu* 
facturer. Nimu'« sales arc about to 
aoas Rs 46ti ciores but because lus 
plants are bckiw specified nasei limits 
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and do not us** ihiwit, ■* 

freedom denH'd to hi*< <iivji '•>f. 

consumer produ<i>tfi.iii( i^n'tu i ' i w 
er iVrks h as <*1 lovfosj I*, mn ♦ to 
mafliifaLlun* linear <ilk\l 
havefurOier en^Miut'd r.iirl' (/OtaiMi 
and p(ksiiior)«'il N'lnna Uv'Mkal Wi»iks 
a^ one of hiilia*' pnoH* > r«:i|r,toii N 
Hnth ... fH'it ‘ til !•» lap M- 

Icmcheri SpCL'nieoiv t4 ih*- i In Ihe 
case of Ninnii. ifii*' nieam ll>r iir>wn* 
nwikel, k»WMo^l piefrleiH r \<iosoriK’r. 
while AnifMMi italvaitiseil in, illy three 
nvlliojk mvestors. im m Hekarhe 

tiiduHiiif's. }H>>iph« w)hi nu^ iKil hu>e 
' o(herwis<* Ikmmi if (he 

m.nkei. 

r HrillMni s.ilesnH<n liolh. iIh sa* I wo 
I men luve «l.iwer| (Ih’It Wiin in ll«' lo^} 
with d<kk!k!*'<l delernIII 1.1(1011 Amium is 
iihlikelv loevi'i lolyel the Imiiis wasi*^ 
liaiiiony aiouiu! ih** plush ofTa'i's of 
(exlik' nviioviles. wailuii! r<kr an oppnr* 
(unily to sell dv m his vain A f:irmer’> 

Wrti» (‘alel i-^N’it* yeaisas a K<ivt*mnK*iU 
chemist III a poky. (WporK t<iuiMX'd Uh. 
earning Ks foil \n’r nioiiih, hehire lakmK 
(Im’ (Himxe ir» in,ike llie w.ishiiiy; powder 
that propelled him mio tiu' hi^; k’nsue. 

I Allotlior (iuMrjti iH’WconuT who is 
I sinniiiiiK sihiess is I'taful Sh.ih. 

I 11 SI nil! spile'<kl I hi'an nuchim^tv (<» 
j weave and pnnt e«<}uuiit* dc si^ms. (he 
' Sura(*b.iMd eiutvpreneur Wividt n Rs 
21 i^*ciore (cxlik* group wluch is nieires 
ahead of (he lornpciiiHMi (warden* 
VaieVs ongins were ns hiimlik* as Ihnsc ' 
f <tf KU. ilseil. DhirMlifiiii Amhani he>:an 
productioii wiih four miiMMled waq>< 
kiutiing nwk’hiiK's in a shed at NtitixLi m 
I 1%<>. lYnful Sknh bough', six JapaiK'X’ 
j sizing inaehitM's at n stale Tiadinc . 

. <. i)t|x)rti1i(Xi aiKtHNi III 1^2' 1'od.iv. li*^ 

clutch ol putrik' and ... 

are ddled nvt*r a Uxi-ane iMni|)lk*s. 

T ill* ik'lm venH*m\ iH ti.iuku .ukI j 
HeliiiJiu lie :kll (Ih* rihire 
h<*i.iitse ikilh .iu nuking nxsH’i in die 
MipposedK Miiwt leMik' iikliisiiv 
llic'ii inill> Ivive ilLirled .r Mr.iehiiig 
(S 11 I 1 to pios^vnly wink* oklei e'<Lih 
lisiK'd I Hills. <*vi*n with the lH‘:idstail o( 
diH'.ides. ar<’ CT«iduall\ ikilinnig. IK* 
i*nli*epi<'iK*ui.s of Vi*sU*rviMi ate iuklmg 
that thcv (Mn ih» k»n>*<'( iibiich iom|R'li* 
tion Irom the |K>w'crliM>ni sivlor I he 
lt)82 Patt.i S.inuinl siionsond strike 
(k*livere<l a boriv Wow ti can whk*h few ot 
llnmhav's esUihlislioti composite niiSs 
have recover’d In .AIii7H*rfab<«t ovei 
the last (iHir le.irs, 21 mills hii\*e ilostil 
(kiwn, 

With tfwit lieavy involvemefil -and 
investment -in tile textile industry. Ihe 
(Ivcline ol (lie ineviiaWy fol 

I low<*d thi* industry's deKeneralkm. Ifl 
j bomtiay, Ihirsis and (luiaratis tparticu* 


I bily Ik* Cull Mu Blaiias) pioneered the 
I < laton lexiik* industry. Out i4 Hi mills m 
] lk«nh(iy 01 1925. 21 were pul up and 
I niiinaiM hy (*Uiaratis. In Ahcnedabad. 

; iwknamed (he ' Manchester of the 
I Mnsl”. GuijtraiiH of various castes 
I pioneered (he indusiry which 
i spearknick'd (k state's ndustnalisa* 

(HJfl. 

l.egi'iKUry (iujarati entrepreneurs 
lullh*d poverty, mchfrerenit*. and. on 
(KvasHNi. pulik humdutMU. to hudd 
nulls which becaiiK' erupnes of chanfte 
lor the entirt* et'rmmv. lAeJivrai Kakki 
iI77iMM:ik a cookr who became 4 
Ikinibay milkiwner. and Kaikhlxxfial 
ChhiHalal. Ik* lounder itf Ahmedalwd s 
textile uidusirv. vrho opened his first iimO 
in IHhl. Or lliwltersey Moolp (INC 
IK9IJ1 wik) came to Hon^y wuh K$ 
NX). k»si the mriTK y but later became 
tk* own(*r ol four mills. IV gutsy 
KJiatau Makanji (IHIH-IH76). a smal- 
time trader, (Voted a mil a lew mooihs 
lielon* hrs death In (k prw'ess these 
pionix*rs t*stablished famity fonuni*s on 
I sc^s pceiiously unknown 
I Wuh wealth cainc a ksle lor iht* giNid 
kti*. Hut nuny Mums ul the in*xi genera* 

I iMNis. raised on u (k *1 of culture and hurt 
I ton. «ip|M*ared to r.ike th<* |ol> of earning 
I money inwh lps*i s«*n(ntslv than did ikir 
(ocefaU>er>. tk. niayk*. liw spirit <if 
I lit erpnse sanply dried up «i the (iuyara • 
t\ husdH'ss ii Kill I Hint y. line by one, 
(hos<* of the (iutaruti textile anslocracy 
who did mK diversafv. succundied (o red 
ink injuiies. 

'Hie 'I'hackeisevs wk». al the turn <i( 
tk' century, were tk' biggest textde 
magnates of (kimbav. are today strug* 
glKig It> eke out K» l. V.i UUis as (irofiir. 
fnen Ik* R> A2 in^e sales of llinduslan 
MiHs. The Khaluus, once the eighth 
tirgesi hu8iiH’s.s house*, are today ik>- 
wlM*re m (k* pirturr. Sales of the eight 
m.i|or companies of (he two feuding 
i;h' 1 h«is togt tkr last year aggregated 
Dun Ks 2Ht ernres. In common with 
the rest of their Iruternitv. the 
.'virahhms. undoubtedly India's most 
I gilii'd aiHl cluiismaiic tanaiy. today find 
(Iteic kTt *sinknig through wisps of 
col Ion. 

At one tune, the Sambhae. who have 
given to Ik' Country an industrial 
pioneer (.Amhalal Sarabhail, a 
rourageou-s trade mvon leader (Anasuya 
Sarahhai), a bribaxn scientist (Vikram 
Snrabhaj) and iwo elegant dancers (Mn* 
ivilini and daugliler Halhka Sarabhai). 
were one of India's fastest growcig 
busttiewi houses. I^ntd (he I97tls. the 
group tViunshed (inanriaBy. Since then, 
(heir sloTY has been one of deckne and 
dissension, with their companies wreck¬ 
ed by poor manage'nent decisions and 
family feuds. 




) Ksf—iUhal PsW; asisrgaii i wondsra 

Calico, (he group's ongmal flagship 
company, skipped the payment of do 
vidend (0 Us shareholders for the tirsi 
time in its l(X) year history ixi 1982. 
Losses last year: a cool Ks 18.27 crores. 
The situation is btlle belter in the 
group's second major company. Ambalal 
Sarabhai Enterprises (ASE). which, out 
oi sales of Ks 126.13 crores. recorded a 
profit of a mere Rs i. 89 crores (for the 
nine months ended 31 March, 1988). 

The Gu)drati nobdiiy who survived the 
pecun^ kdneaust were the ones win 
divers^ed into peu'ccbemkals such as 
(he Matailals. Tk founder of the group. 
MafatUi Uagalbhai (1873-1944). was a 
small-time Gujaiati trader who carved 
out one of India's largest cotton textile 
empires. Creating a business chain 
starting from the manufacture of (he 
machines which help make the doth 
rtsetf. to spinning, weaving and selling 
cloth in their own rctad shops. Mafailsl's 
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offtonte fntranH may ntA niaich those of 
Che MafatlaU or Lalblaais, not tti mem ion 
Patel or Ambant. but each in hi^ owii 
way is carwiff a niche for hunst^ff as a 
lea^r in hia 6eld. 

M.M. Kolhan (62). who l^e Nirma's 
Patel used to peddle his Koods (hair ihI> 
frucn dottr-to-door. has built a formklaUe 
repuiatKm for himself in the burKeontnK 
pan maMlM market. Itie Kothari fami* 
iy --father MM. wife Shards, and son 
Vikram—started maktnjt the mud* 
coknired powder that was to transform 
their business m 1973 mth a modest 
initial investinent of Ks 12.U(KI. Sales 
Iasi year. Rs 'M crores. lekvisiun 
advert i>inj{. iniKivative and eye*caicl^ 
packa>pni{. i hanKinK consumer tastes, 
an inipiesstve disiributKin slralexy* ell 
combined to make f*an Pang a major 
consumer Hut re^s story and the Kothv• 
is the hiAtest in this market. 

P(»iential consumer success stories 
may also b(' hrewinx iti southern In^ as 
llie two sons of Chandulal M. Kolhan. a 
Madras-based (lUjarati stockbroker. 
Oaynnand (OCi and Harahad (HC). 


three parts boasts an impresidve Ks I 
I.295.i5 crores n sales. Their ambi- 
twns hceied to a sharp edjp* by cnussvdy 
competition, and aided by top-notch 
professional rnanajters. it s-; probable 
(hat the new generation MalatUs - 
Hrishikesh<34). Alulya<23) and 
Pradeep<23>-wd add rather than sub- 
trad lo their irdieritancp 
The infusMM of new Miod can often 
block (he def ine of a business family 
as the Ahmedabad'based Rs fU^-cn^e 
15*member Laftthai group a Cast dis* 
coverhK. A creation of (hr entcrpn&ing 
Kasturbhai Lalbhai (lh94-196lU. the en¬ 
try of .seven ambitious youngsters mto 
the Camtfy busstess (* 01*1 change the 
group's fortunes. Cottonmg onto the 
stafh truth that crtiipositc niifts are no 
longer the muney-spewerH they used M 
he. the cbn has bem assiduuvsiv scout¬ 
ing around fur new avenues ci giowth. 
A^ surpromjdy. have found il once | 

I again m textiles; otnmi. I 

Ifttrodunng dc'^igner demnw to trend- 
svttiTs. h(g)e ihv l^Ahais. may lx* the 
I way to Mow away llw bfues and 32-year* | 
old Sanpy l^lblu s dhori-todenen di* | 
vcrsiricatKjti may prnpei me of Oujarai’s 
, foremost busm^ fambes eito a new. 

I hisier lane. San^ay's br^xlier and diusms 
I have e<}uaDy ainbitiuus growih plam.. 

. Telecommuniration etiuipmeni and tele* j 
I vision are just a few uf their lUher | 

I ihvcrsificalion plans. ‘ 

T v deierminalion displayed hy the 
rnunger generation Laibhais and 
i Mafatlals U> restore their family names 
to their former glory <s matched by z 
smlar dnplay of determination by a host 
of firs(-generation entrepreneur en- 1 
giiged m activities as diverse as diamond 
cutting and tradmg. pan ma.sala, and I 
pharmaceuticals. The scales of operitiun 


The hro whp hm dm (he moil 
to revive their comimintty'i 
ieH«estetm are Dhirvbhii Amhini 
of Rellanee and Kerienbhil 
Khodidai Patel of Nhma. From 
nextbnothlnfinl966» Rll'l 
salee lor the year ondfRf March 
19SB«ereRsl»343crorei 
maUnf; it the (itteet growing 
company in recent co rpof i ti 
history 


pWf v mAiiWIi at Bit toe _ 

climb up the cotporate ladder brushed 
off the Great Depression vears of the 
Thirties with remarkable unpunity. 

As the textile mills of Bombay 
changed hands, the admit Mafatlal not 
only bought a few for hunsetf, but even 
built a palatial mansion on AJtamount 
Road in Bombay's poshest residential 
locality. His grandson. Arvind 
Ma^lal(65). proved to be equafly adept 
at managing change. Sensing imminent 
shortfalls. Arvind. along with his 
brothers Yogmdra{63) and Rasesh($4). 
drew up plans for India's first major 
petroctemkal complex. 

Soon, the Mafetlais had s bhieprint 
ambitious enough for Tine maguine (0 
file a report on 10 May. 1963. As 
NOCIL and RIL began production, sales 
of the group shot up from Rs 43 aorei 
in 1964 to Ra 476 crores in 1978. 
Thou^ the group fragmented into three 
the next year, curmi^ the sum of the 


' launch new companies at a spirit of 
fraternal < ompelKiun. In 19H6. D.C. 
Kolhan announced an ambiboua Ks 
34.3S-rrure joint venture with the 
Amencan foud giant. General Poods 
Corporation, to manufacture and market 
coffee and olher processed fo<ids. It was 
guicMy matched hy H.C. Koihan's Rs 
18-crore preaect to manufKlure chemic¬ 
als required by pharmaceutical com- 
I panies in aiUaboraiJon with Iswiss and 
German Srms. 

The Knthan saga is interesting fur 
another reason. The clannish triijaratis 
are generally to be found in western 
India, and Chandulal Kothan (d. 1954). a 
stockbroker, was an umisiially enter¬ 
prising individual who dared to venture 
into virgin temiory. Visiting Madras on 
a holiday in 1918. Chandulal found the 
cky so atlnctive that he settled down 
rh^. He became the moving spirit 
behind th# Madras Block Exchange, set 
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WIN Rs 3.50 LAKHS 

IN PRIZES 

riKTO ;irc over 8.<NNI Public llydr:inis for the use of Che general public all 
over Delhi, 

Oficn laps, although tighily filled on to the Public Hydrantii. are removed 
by mischievous persons. 1*his allovvs water to flow out for days till a new tap is 
lilted. I his story of life-giving water l>cing wastc^l by removal of taps b 
icfKutcd day after day in hundreds of places. Should water which is nature's 
wonder he so negligently allowed to go down the drain? The wastage from 
hrdranls is calculated to he about 2b lakh gallons per day. 

Delhi Administration, iherefitre. desires to promote the development of a 
new type of lap which can be lilted on the Public Hydrants to ease to some 
extent ihc water shortage and low pressure problems width the city has been 
lai mg lor the past few years. 

Mere is an opportunity Ibr Individual Inventors. Research and Develop¬ 
ment Institutions or other Organisations lo design new kinds of taps 

1. Which cannot Ik* casily/quickly removed by miscreants. 

2. Which will not permit any leakage. howMKvcr litile. when not in use. 
Which, even il removed Irom Ihc municipal pipe, will aulomalically 
put 111(41 function a self-adiusting device or valve that would not allow 
the water to flow. 

4, Which should be easily operable by any person. 

5. Which should be slurdv. durable, rust prooi and manufacturable at a 
reasonable cost. 

The inventors may add any other teature which wilt further improve the 
total performance 4>t the Public Hydrants, 

Design prop4>sals should be submitted in the prescribed application tor ms 
in Irtplicatc along with a working proto(v|X.' on or before I5(h February. 1989. 
Prescribed ApphcaiUm Forms can he obtained by sending an application on 
plum paper. 

The Delhi Administration will amslilule an lixpcrts* Committee to 
scrutinise and assess the practical utility and feasibility of the designs/ 
prototypes submitted by the applicantv. The txperls* ('ommitiee will select 
the best three designs f4>r award of the following prizes: 

1st Prize-Rs.2.00.1)0n/-. 2iid Pnze-Rs.l.OO.(MMI/N3rd Prize-Rs. 50.000/-. 

1 he decision of the Experts' C ommittee will he final and binding on all 
concerned and shall be announced.in (he leading newspapers. The competition 
is open to Indian nationals only. 

For anv further information kindiv write to: 

• ^ 

JAG PARVESH CHANDRA 

Ctucf l-.xrt'UHkr Cowuuthr 
Delhi Administration 
Old Secreturiut. Delhi-11(KIS4 
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Up a safe deposit tiom^y. and cn 1^7 
transformed himself into an mdustnahst 
hy esiablishinj^ a textile spimung unit m 
C^batore. 

Spinning money as well as yam, the i 
company's profits enabled Ch^ulal to I 
lake over coflee and tea planutions and 
to become the first Indian busmessnun 
10 get into the tea industry. New 
pro^s proliferaied as a sugar faciory 
was added in the 1950s, a fertibser unt 
in the 1970s, a caustic soda ptant in 1978 
and an electronic fKdity m 198(I. In 1982 
DC and HC split the group mto two. vnih 
DC getting the plantations, textile and 
caustic soda interests (group sales: Ns 
100 crures); and HC setting for the sale* 
deposit, mvesimeni. sugar and electro* 
nic companies, (group sales: Ks :i.5 
croros). 

Another enterpnsing (jusaraii active 
in the south is Jatin Mehia (33). the 
Indian diamond merchant iu Iwve gtne 
public. Cems cut in his numerous factor¬ 
ies m southern and western Indu, find 
their way into all the major global 
markets. His company. Su-Raj iH 
amonds (India) Ltd (sales. Ks 51.tin 
crores) is one of the 152 privileged 
"sight holders" or purchaseiN approved 
by D« Heers and its marketing arm. the 
Diamond Trading Company, the South 
Afncan fims whKji mono^sc WJ per 
cent of the world's rough diamond trade. 

The most prominent "sight hokter". 
however, is Mafailal Mehta (75). the I 
founder of the Samir Diamond Group. J 
one of De Heers’ most imporunt cuk* i 
lomers. Reportedly the {rnup’s com* 
pames in Belgium, the and India 
collectively trade in gems ^vorth Ns 
3(K)*40(J crores every year. When ihe | 
family opened a diam^ rutting fKt<irv I 
in Bangkok in April 1988. a dirisior id ' 
De El^rs and the chairman of the i 
Diamond 1'rading Company, Su Phifap 
Oppenheimer, deemed it wonh his while 
to pay a visit Partners of Aditya Hirla in 
seme of his Par East vetures. the 
Mehtas are symbolic of the domnatwn 
of the diamond tnde->naiional and av 
temaaonah-by Oioaraus. 

Many of these diamond uaders. m* 
eluding MafatiaJ Mehta, are Jams from 
Palanpui. an obscure vittage in Gujarat. 
Earlier, the PaJanpur merchants man- I 
aged to estabbsh a cwtrol over the | 
dcimestic diamond trade. Over the bst 
70 years, they have created a larger 
uitemalional market for Indian cutting 
skills. Spreading a trade network from 
Surat to Bonduy and from Antwerp to 

New Yorii and London they have 
eclipsed the master craftsmen of Tel 
Aviv (Israel) and cornered oAMhird o( 
the Ri 3.d00*crore global diamood ' 
trade. I 
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resources. Cadila has acQuired a repula* 
lion c4 being among the top ten dmg 
companies m India. 

The company whose promoter* 
dwirman did noi vven have a hiHJse lo 
caO lus <*wn in the beginning, today is 
pwri ol a Ns KXKrore four-company 
coiigktfneraic, with inicrests in phar* 
maceulical machinery manuiartunng, 
px< kaging materials manufacturing, bxi* 
mcdKalelecifonK:insirurrH.'nis. personal 
computers and mopeds besides dr^igs. 
both alhipathK and lK*rhal. 

The Kiuevemenis of buMness p^ilen* 
tales such u Dfurubhat .Anihom. Karsaii* 
Uiai Patel and Mafatlal Mchia ci/ntrasl 
sharpiv with the tackluxtre (xisKivenesi- 
of thi.* tormer cotton crarv. l.nrger than 
hit', these modem Guinraii empire* 
builders are characten&ed by unres* 
trained enthusiasm, tciwenng ambition, 
untbnchuig dciemvnatKm combined by :i 
mama for detaJ, and whose mcniaJ and 
physical constitution allows them to put 
gi 25 hours in a day. 

Dhirubhaj Ambani suffered a 
severe stroke and was idd he may not 
walk, he set up a pnvate gym at home 
and worked six h<wr$ a day along with a 
physKUhcrapist. He not only got back 
into his seat but made a dramatic 
appearance at KIL’s 13lh annual general 
meeting. M M. Kothan proudly exults in 
the dignity of his long working hours. 
Karsanbhai Patel knows more alxiut his 
taciories than his managers and is 
famous for the speed with whi.h he 
clears paperwork. 

The difference between success and 
Lnkiri; bes m the ability tn grab oppor¬ 
tunity, to move into fields of guld where 
others see dross, lo be willing to nnk 
vrhaiever little one has so that the 
opportunity does not »lip b>. And the 
198(M Gujaratis art* doing so. 
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Coping with ntematKtfial cumprtitKm 
does 1x4 appear to have overly biKhered 
the Mehtas. Nor does n seem tn overly 
bother Ramanbha) H. i^ici who, along 
with pannei Indravan A Modi, launched 
Ihe Ahmcdahad* based CaiMa Lahoraior 
les (198C 8^*s: Ns 14 crores) in 1951 
Kepwnng heavy investmeni in reM^arch 
and a large sales force, th^* phai 
maceutical industry is domiiui^ by 
German and Swiss multmatiunals pw- 
srssmg Urge budgets. Dei^ite As leaner 
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( PROCESSED KOODS J 


An international 

flavour 


A hifom is in the making with the giants of 
Indian industry and mullinalionuls 
planning to set up shop 
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W h.li like 

\'Mu Steel knhttr Runi Aun 
Ajrro. enKineerms ciimpan)' 
> Indu. JaKAtiii ImkisliVH Hnd 

I Apitl(» T\rvt have m mnMonf *I1k* 
j .*Hi:iwer. Ainuifr ih)»ujEh ii may wni. i» 
' IM thev are all workimc <hii plan< lo 
I nuke vrfKVf>'ivii fiwids. 

j li H likhm industry’s latest hcMim 
I area. lYcipcIed by the primuse uf quA'k 
F lH'vii.HinfZ and euise •.Hmx-viMtm. nlmisi 
^ every (it her cnaior busmesa htiuv is 
' dmwmx up htn tu expand min the 

’ fold |M(AX*5S«V huMOesk, Sine of the 
biKKesl and IM txsrtei in Indian bu»i< 
r)es» are already in the Karne or drawmK 
up |4an» lo jEet inle A. K. K. Hirla’s /jJ^n 
Ajtro hopes lu start expartinit 
rmishroonis next year. K.P. O^ka is 
planninA to start making fruit [uices. 
packajfed ti^a and cotfee. Several Tata 
i'ompanies are vxplorws the posxihdnv 
of breakout mto kind prueessine mdud- 
out Tala Steel. Tata Tea and. <kf course. 
Pep$d-V(4ia$ which i$ raanit ahead with 
Its profevl. 

At lanes the new found enthusiasm 
(or fotid processing seems ^rnost bizar¬ 
re. ApuOo Tyres which is fkisb with 
Kinds aher several bocm years in the 
tyre industcy. is making an expervnenul 
foray into beahh foods by backmfi a 
Itroup u< professionals who are gomit 


areL Spne €( fee ti^Mt bMt 


niv*liiirf irtiMiHB (of food 


into colInboralKNi with linO'^h comixiny 
Hi Hiker Health Htnids topu-Juce a r.we 
ofheahh KnidH. Uul Apollo is MisocasUny 
wider and fookiii]] .^t the possibility uf 
exponinjt pineapple itiiccs ^nd fruit 
Tukes. 

Similarly, (joetze India, which till now 
lia> been an excluniwlv endneennk 
cumpanv, is ihiw execuiinit an order Id 
expiMl tUHMonrK'sof pineapple slices to 
West (jermany. Ifooyed by iis quH'k 
success, (roelze has also lined u|) orders 
lu exporl cuUlefish lo Italy. Says 
Goelze's vicc'Chairman Anil Nandn 
’'I'here is almost tmlimited ptKeniial in 
(his field/’ 

lias is not (hr first tiiiK' that Indian 
industry has shown rtself to be over* 
enthusiastic about the pTfxrssed foods 
business h'or the last five years u whole 
host of companies have been ex* 
penmentinit with dw possibilit> of diver- 
sifynK inio Itxid pro< essini^ •^for Ihe 
most part unsuccessfully Hui this lime 
imHjnd there is a crucial diRerence^it is 
(he bgt boys of Indian industry who are 
lumping into the g?nie. Says J.P. Suigh. 
manatdns director. Palmia Dairy Indus* 
tnesr “llus is one area where the gov* 
emment is encouraging you. so every¬ 
one is hunping onto the bandwagon.” 

But nobody is taking any chances, To 
mmiiTuse the possibility of failure, most 
ctf die new entrants in tbe held are 
bringing in high-powered foreign ccA- 
labontors Co aid their ventures. Zuan 
Agro is tying up with US food conpany 
l*dsburv, Jagstjit Industries i$ putting 
tbe final touches to a technical ct^bora- 
lion with Oeneral Mill9, tbe largest food 
processing company m the world, lo 
niake scyt products. Dakzua Dairy is 
promoling two separate ventures with 
diflereni foreign companies. 

Ev*en the foreign foc^coiupanies have 
9pareM3y developed a fresh interest in 
India. IV bteoi arrival tn India is 
Kelloggs, the giant US corporation 










u^ich has n stniJiKit'hdld mi (hi* brcjk* 
fast (croals huMiiess. '{hv I'on^Mjiy Iws 
taken up <ilfK e spun- rt\'ciiUv in New 
IV'lhi and il is Uisy scmiimht (m a 
it»llnb«>rut(>r nnd surveying iln* market 
KcllriKps )ias talked 1u sc^veral cmii' 
IKinu's ini’kidiiiK (he I'hapars. 

For sninc enmpiinK's (lit naive is a 
Uikual extension uf ihnir existing 
Iwsincsses. lata Tea. lor ilJ^l:l!lle. 
which IS <ini' <il the hiuiicst planutHHi 
comiwnies in tin* couiury. pLnis l<i 
ctnulitc HrcKikt* Kond and make 3, ran^e 
()l spia*s. More ambitioustv. Xuan Aiffu 
which haa a j^assrcMiia understandinit of 
aKTKulture from tis vears in the fertiliser 
indusirv, is nim neK*il>.*iiin>; to Imv .'ki 
acres ol land from die Hiiibicfuil I'ladesh 
Ijoveniineni l<ir ils new mushriMim cul 
livntKMi prujeci. i^uan Ak'ro Kts hiK pktiis 
<in the drawing hrmid. It aims lu sun hv 
proi'easinK t(‘n t<nines of niusliriMSiis Imii 
plans to double lbs almost 8 niiii>di.itHy 
if I he projn'i IS successful In mkliiMsi, 
the company iv thinking! of icrowinp and 

|M‘<HH*ssin^ «i ninkH’ of other (irmhH'r'i 

iiKfudinu hahv c'otii miwI Hstu'avn'* Akin 
Ajrro will ht* m.irketiiic il> pOKhsi'i 
under the I'lllstHiry of Iht* VS 
LotnpHiiy exciulives SdV IImI IIh' 
Japanese have also shown an int( ivsl in 
huyini; fruit pioducts kke 

A brace <rf olher ctHiiptiiiKs Ivive 
decKknJ ilut they should esialilish titen 
preselKe in the lood pio^esainy husi 
ness. Companies Idteiaitaijit IrHlustiH^s 
Italmia hmr)' and even Fm<l S|i«vi(ihtie'« 
have for years fmiml ihal KovemOH'ni 
resit K'tkms have prevented iluni fnan 
exiundme in the dairy hJsme^s. As x 
result each of ihiMo is pkiiiniiiK ma|<« 
ventures in food prticessins Aiun In an 
niakin»i soya tused products. Ja^nttii wA 
ali 4 <i be tiurketin^ flavtAired yof^iirt aiid 
snack fmids like potato rhip.i, Th** imii' 
pfliiy is aisu duwedly buitninp' up its ItMt 
per cent ife*apani vrtia h was launched 
with much fanfare last year. 

Ltalniia Dairy is also workuiii akHijt Uw 
same hnes and it is pulhnx oat all (he 
stops to make sure that it make:^ a 
spiash in the fcMKl proceisMOX business. 
The company has set up a sub: idury m 
Nepal which wilt make soups, ketchups, 
juices and confectionery. A second ven¬ 
ture in India vdll make frozen and canned 
foods. Dsknia Dairy is ludit-bv^d hIkmi 
its forei^ni partners but says (hat it has 
roped in major consumer product com* 
penies for both ventuevs. 

T he mulUnationals have also thrown 
their hat mto the food pttA.'csw 
ring pretty quickly and they are prepar¬ 
ing to use their established marketing 
(H’oweas to make Uieii mark. Lonpanies 
like Olindia» Specialitic« Ltd 
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Even the food cofflpaniH 
have apparently devef^ I fr^ 
interest in Indu. the latest arrival 
i$KeNoBs.the|i»TtUS 
corporatienvtechhasi 
strar^Miold on the breakfast 
cereals businHs, and it is scouting 
around for a co li bof i tor 


(Fsl.i. l.qXiMi. CadrHM^ s ,^ikI «e M«ir«*. 
IVm><i, .iie .ill iikmnmu to Ih* nujor 
pLi\cr<* III iIm’ k'^inA* .ml .*11 < (ai^Iuau 
.iIkmH unh .III anuv *4 new pndiNt'; 

(•hsuki ht-i’o m* o( ih** <.irlv 
M«inci>. Tfu* riHt niK Lhni* 

iIriI ik I.Hk .iimI iiS hrr;ikt.i<! uirnk 
uodci iIh tvAod luiiv* IWahim* Mix ii ik* 
'UAiih 'nH’M«>ir*im 1 ke>in\vd<d.xlnv<si 
K:> fi (ror«i* ■» Its tiToaklasi kaxl mu 
toir III.mIiIiIhaiIo. dl(his (»IiiaIm rvols<> 
jviilH i|mIiku ui Ktnt sxiHuu* wilh iIa* 
I'lUr I'l.KlU'dl ttOVUllMIH'lll to *«’l up 
Vi'vpio I’iKAk .11 hI K(X’<Is wlwh will 
iibtkc '*m.ilM'<’d |n>aIwIs *Ih’ Kx 
jUiiHxt wil s(.*irl (ihukiiing 
A.» ml iri I Kix'ndR'f. < tvfi ik* ia’AI I wo 
vr.irs will .ilvi be iiMkiiig xiyu 

iihmI. S'*).I (Who jnd xna prH<*tns. 

Fond S|m Mirli**'. in :ibo wxirkicip •ikMig 
Oh' s.iiia’ Iua’s as trlindu 11 is jikimung 
to S4U u(}.j sr|unite subsKhi'ry wlwli will 
iibike sova hjscd piuduclK. Ik ^xics 
tin:, I lie coniptMiv aImi iiuirir a ImI lo buv 
Ihjis’s rr<x*nlly uod was jil.inrMiu.»rungi* 
ofj.uris. *nKr(k'al. kmoer. loDlhr'vigh 
vrlwii lApv’s wiilwkew iruni the deal. 
FSt. kjs uhwi (xwotlv kill K bed n new 
leu on ilw market. |jp(«>n is also trying 
to make Its mark in the fiHid pKAe'&sAg 
business. It (ned ganid) to cinuktc tik' 
Migyi ixavBi's MircesH stop, bv nvirkel 
mg Supcnnuiii noodles rruKk* by Auto 
FimhJs ol PondicherTy. Ihi* comiianv is 
alsi I said t o be le>l mariel mg rhr dates 
and his< uiis uixl is losing with a host <if 
othit fuiHl iirodiKis 

Where all iNs will lead to «> niaxher 
mallet that » tougher lu predict. 
Already I'ompames me bracing lh(*m* 
selves for an 'insbiight of bruising com* 
petiUm. jajsiijd liidustrK'S* Hundix'd l’«r 
Cent ice*i'reaii lias alrt'ady churned up 
the litherto coniparauvely sleepy ice* 
aeam business a^ 'he Sj^i is lately to 
get even icAiidwr when Cadbury's gels 
mio the business. And areas whK h were 
comparatively untapped till reivnUy, like 
breakfaM tuwH. are bound to get fierce¬ 
ly competitive if some oi the pbnf that 
are being hatchid get off the drawuig 




Fvoeerwd food bftntfe 
aOiMd loeWngiotfw 
Indian aimet 


M«ar 


e 



bford. GhndU is the* oH t\tc tiurit 
bul it is !UK>n likely lei Ik* (<4 ned by 
KeOn^ocs. Rvhi l-'SI. is s.iid lo nurMnjt 
plans to g!L'i \fH‘ br*Mklnst IrvicJs 
business. 

Hut whik* The* diviH'stu iTurket may 
soil be hard ro it.ick. iruny <if (he Uip 
oompanK's are pinning llieir hiipes on 
exports. 11)ev .ire iorifident (bar with 
the nidii (vilLjhi^rations thi^v can carve 
out H niche for ihenKelves in the export 
ntarkel Tnta Steel, lor instance, hopes 
to meet its eX|x«n rimimiiments by 
cultivating shnnips m Chilka Lake. Says 
I one food procesauiK executive: '*ft is 
easy tu seH if vou have the right 
partner." 

I'Sere are many who arc doubtful 
about the new'fuund enthusiasm of the 
Di'W converts to (he food industry. The 
lailure rate m the I<kx 1 business has 


COMPANIES 


IMMIvM for M MllH|pi ol_ 
knii^ mipiillion. JUan lb 
iroUtet fooiiirt booiii lo n( 


ior^ conpoMb lOont <4 b 
~ pbe III offb dmlii biwir 


My to bo iomd by KoIobi mn 


always been extremelv hiph. Rven Mag* 
gi noridlcs which was a rnarketmit 
tnuniph in its own way has failed to live 
up (0 expectations. Many iKhcrs^*no( 
all of them small companiev^havc faBen 
by the w^y, WaUai'e Fkiur MiOs whsch 
w.i$. OR the look nf it. (he early puioeers 
HI the extruded fends business, is an 
insiance. Even the TTK group which 
tried to make h strong foray in the fcKid 
business and Kothari (feneral Kinds 
which had the best foreign backing 
possible have not been a great success. 
Says Mohii Sutyanand of Sparks Adver* 
tising who has wide experience m the 
food business; *The food processing 
industry is litiered with corpses. 
Others echo sandar views. Says 1. R 
Singh of Dabnia iJairy: "Even with 
market surveys it is difb^i to say wMi 
products will click. " 

Bul no matter how many failures take 
place, there is no doubt that the lime has 
i‘ome for the Indian food processing 
industry. And in (he near future Inchsi 
consumers slnuM have plenty of new 
products tu test out on (heir plates. 


A setb ack fo r PCM 

The group s decision to close down its /ie'fln7v-fe5f>i^ textile 
mill in Delhi has been shot down hy the High Court 


I t IS a dispute (hal has dragged on fw 
years. Rut last week, after much 
(hlly-daDyng, the Delhi adminis] ration 
finaly gave DCM the thumbs down on 
gs controversial eflorts lu dose down 
the 99*year*<AI Detu Cloih MU at Bara 
Hmdu Kv in (he congested heart «rf the 
ci^tal. And dose on tts heek. the D^ 
Coun. in an order, has stayed the 
factory's closure. 

In the few days before (he final 
decision, it was never quite cenam 
which way the govenvnent's sund 
would swing. Delhi Ll. Governor 
Rnmesh Bhandaii at one time appeared 
keen to afiuw DCM to dose down the 
null which lost Rs 6.26 crores n 1986* 
87. But Hhandari found (hat any move to 
do so would put him into <hrect confbcl 
with DeRi 8 political supremo, informa* 
tioo nwwter H.K.L Rhagat. 

In the end it was Bhapi and the local 
poMical leaders who won (he day. De¬ 
lhi's chief executive councillor Jag 
Kravesh Chandra, wdio cannot afford (o 
gu against Bhagat. also came out 
vociferously agauist the ckisure mow as 
<M olhet Congressdl pobtitians. Even 
(he local OpposKinn leaders, not to be 
left out. came out strongly against the 
duMire. 

Faced with the cacuphony of protest 
Bhandan played for (ime—and luat. 
Under a High Court order he was 
obliged to reach a fmaf derision by 
Sind Oduber. When (he bst dale came, 
bhandan rather leeMy asked for an 
extensioci tl 31 October. But the exten 


The OCai eoffiplH In OsM: bone a( aomanBon ;OnMt> 


I won did rHtthng P) rhHngc the existing 
* rea4x>btik no the gruuiid. 

I LKsmayed by the government's det i* 
SHMt the cixiipany which has been 
pouiiug Its hn(K‘s on l>eing able lu rluse 
the latlnry and riidevelup the (and. 
reacted sulluiy. It aimiuiKed tlie ckisure 
(if (he mill, ^nior exei utives defended 
the move on the ground that they were 
forced to efose (he miB U cause ihi'y did 
not have enough munrv to pay the 
Deepavab bonus that wa» due t<i the 
workers, 

Kft* ilie company ihi* worst |wr( the 
derision is that ii Ouew its plans for 
ckwing down the fjkiory and r^evekip- 
ing I he kind into disairay. Ihe rnanage* 
invni was hoping for two things Iruni the 
government: miially il need^ permis- 
sMm to dose down. I1ien. m the second 
si age*. II was hoping tor permission to 
redevelop the 2(Kia(’re site inio a re* 
sidi*n(i8l*cuiii*iAdusintol cunpfox. Jt had 
even lirought mosi of (he unions sround 
to agree to this solution by promising 
geiwrous gi4dvii handshakes Id the 
I workers whHt would Ik* paid only when 
the fmal pemussKin came (hiough lor 
the redevelopinenl. Bul as the prospi^ct 




















HirsiNK^; 



<)l }>CM bcfinj} allowed to redevelop the 
land receded^ the unH»ns also began to 
have second ihotights. lliey were also 
extremely irate ai the company's m«>ve 
to close the fM’lory so abruptly. 

IKJM wos also espennlly disappointed 
I because this time it had looked as if it 
j would be Hhle l<> push through its plans 
( to ( lose down the faiiory. I'hc I>CM 
j s^iga Hhs been n long ninnmg one. Il 
started in 1481 whi^n ihe l)ellu admiius* 

. t rat ion hi si brought up tlie fact tfai the 
cixiipany had to shift locaikm To conform 
: to i1k< llenii oiasterFdan of I9A1. 

From that tune onwards the company 
I lias iKH’n t lying to close down Ilie 
factory *ind Ihe saga has been tliruugh 
I mnny t<irtixius Iwisisand turns, b 
' the [Mhi sidiiuiiistnitHin threw a spanner 
I III the works bv refusing in allow the firm 
I to riosc* down niid throw mure than 
I 6,lK)u workeis Mill of tlicir loba. Since 
then It kis been an uphill task for the 
conipajiy. 1V kittle kis b(<cn fought 
Mh in aiMl out oi court 


For DCM, the wont pirtoHhe_ 

dedeion is that it threw 
for closins down the fac tery and 

ro^vetopmiSwM into_ 

db^...The DM s^ has beM 
akN^'rwnngone 


In courl the innnngei.wnt fought 
agairiat the tleUn IkvMlopment Author¬ 
ity's (I U) A) bncktr.xking im a decision to 
allow the itiill to ckwi* di»wn. The court 
injuly asked the ndmiiiistrdlx*n to recon< 
aider its dedak>n and report hack withm 
h(l days. Il also Iuk] down the slipulatkut 
(hat if pomiis»ion lo dose down was 
denied, then the adnnnistratMm should 
stale its reasons clearly. 

Bhandari slib has to slate hiu reasons. 
But the cM^y thing lhal certain is that 
the battle is not over. DCM is in dire 
financial straits and needs the money 
desperate))'. On the other hand, the 
government is wi^ed about the reper* 
cussions of a decision in the DCM case. 
The nearby bir|a Mi9 w in an equaDy 
parlous financial state and there are 
similar mills located on valuable real 
estate in other dtie» like bumliay and 
Ahmedabad. 

DCM has clearly antagonised power¬ 
ful local politicians like HhagA and 
whether it can reach an understandkig 
with them remainu to be seen. But for 
the time being the fact remains that they 
have a long, hard battle ahead 


A smoking controversy 


The hetv//indivi/ry is tif} in arms against the Madhya Pradesh 
governnwtus dedsion (o eliminate middlemen 

T w beech nhistry ts snutuldemig, i made the move to cut oui traders at 
file decision the Anun Sntuh ^ cabmei meednu a dav after he wi 


T w beech mdustry ts snutuldemig, 
file decision the Aoun Sntgh 
govenunent in Madhya ITad^ to cut 
out middlemen and over the busi¬ 
ness of plucking fendu leaves to tribal 
cooperatives bit turned mto a furious 
controversy. It b now traders and 
manufacturers against Arjun Siiidi. The 
Ai-lndia Beedi Federation, (he apex 
body of manufacturers, is working out a 


made the move to cut oui traders at a 
cabu>et meeung a day after he was 
declared elect^. The slate govern* 
ment's plan is simple; it would set up 
2.(X)0 cooperative societies with Adiva* 
sis as members. Under the direct super* 
vkSKffi of the distrk't collector and with 
the asxisunre of the pdbee and forest 
officials in each disinct. the societies 
would conduct the business of plucking. 


detailed action pkm to counter Anun I The Adivasis would get a hike in mini* 


Singh's move which manufacturers dm 
wd destroy the berauve industry. 

for the beed trade, the mportance uf 
Madhya PradesI) is olmous enough. 
More than 60 per cent uf the industry's 
requiremeftt uf rendu leaves, the basic 
raw material, grows widely in the 
forrsis of Madhya I'radesh. At a con* 
servative estimate, the urganised Utdi 
industry is worth R$ 2 .UIU ermes phis 
another Ks l.WO crorei in the ilegal 
sector. Thr entire mdustry. together 
with the wcianned »id ilegal sectors, 
employs dirMly SO lakh wodiers aB 
%iver the country. It is the chum of Ok 
manufacturers that rf the guvemment 
cnuperatives t^e over the tncky busi¬ 
ness of phickmg.lhc quantity of leaves 
wd decrease by ^l per cegi which would 
trigger o8 labour retiendunent. cost 
hikes and a severe crisis in the industry. 

Says Nitin R. Desai. a manufacturer 
and vice-president of (he federation. “It 
IS not that the manufacturers are againsl 
the fumvig of cooperatives. We are 
only ainid that the quakiy and quantity 
of leaves wd go down." 

Industry sourcea point out that Singh 
Aikin sm^: cMv move 


mum wages from an average Ks 8.50 
per day to Ks 12. The leaves would then 
be sold by the societies by calling 
tenders from manufacturers all over the 
country. 1he profits will be shared 
among llic Adivasis. 

Manufacturer! however.argue that 
plucking IS a tricky business. The opera* 
tions are dune within a period of six 
weeks and the actual plucking has to be 
done only in the month of May. Says (he 
inemoranduot tu the Madhya Pradesh 
chief minister from the Beedi Manufac¬ 
turers and Tobacco Merchants 
Association uf Nisamabad; "f^eedli leaves 
industry's opirabon calls for prompt and 
tvnety deasions involving a^itkinal fi* 
nance depending im crop positions, 
ivealher cacxhtmns. etc. The risk factor 
is very high arxl nunruUy no government 
agencies will be willing...'' 

At present. Madhya Pradesh earns an 
average royalty of around Ks 65 crores 
from plucking. The beeOi industry in the 
country yields central excise worth Ks 
200 crores. Says Nitin Desai. "The 
manufacturers wUl be only too happy to 
buy from the cooperatives if there is the 
assurance of quality and adequate 
quantity. To ensure Uus. let the Madhya 
Pradesh government allow us manufac¬ 
turers at least the si^enision of pluck* 
ing operations by societies from the 
green leaved level itself.'' Themancfac* 
turers fear that, otherwise, government 
red-tapism. unpredictaMe monsoons, 
and inefficient drying t^erations will 
result in a small yield of only 30 lakh 
bags, most of which will be consumed by 
manufacturers in Madhya Pradesh itself. 
And (he traders, disgruntled about 
the to that they should be left in the 
coU m tbe new system, hive begun to 
mount a campaign against Ar)un Singh as 
the nodes peter out. 









Quality. 1 

He built-in 
magic 
at has made 


best-seller 


Venus has the distinction of staying 
on too fof over 77 years. 

■ullt'in Quilltv 

unlike several cheap water rieaters 

Where only buying anct osserpblmg of 

parts a re done Venus fs manufactured 

to strict quality control standards all 

through the uroduciK»n pro* ess 

That s why ill the mcKieis of Venus 

water neuter from 10 to ^0 litres 

carry tho iSi mark 

Maktnj Venus in the long kun 

matnteii.nicr free and eObiH mg a 

troubte free servK e 

MliMn $afeCY 

Venus comes to you with ijurit-in 

safety features like FusiNo Plug 

Pressure Reiease'CuirvVacuum Release 

Valve Unlike other water heaters 

where safety features are optional 

accessories 

Making Venus totally safe 

Suilt on expertise 

Venus water heateis are txiilt on 
Innovative tecnnologv that comes 
with the expertise of 27 years 


M onuf ac lur w a no marketed bv 

STANDARD ELECTRIC c«mni Mvtetino Offlct. 
APPLIANCES S*2, Green Park Extersion, New JelM 110 016 


RO i factory Tucicohn, Tamil Nadu 
srenchesit; Madras « Bangalore • 
Calcutta • Bombay 


Venus, always the leader. 


IS ?OR2 
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VENUS 

WATER HEATERS 


QiiBlItY In service 

A natiorvwiaedistriDution network 
makes Venus available every where 
and assures pro mot 
after* sales- service 
Built to your cfiolco 
Venus water heaters are available 
in a range of 10,2S, 55,50,70 & 100 
litres caodcitv m vertical. Horizontal 

and Dwarf models 
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Cfni itakt dot CabMiu 
dusthaisi Malmlrs Swar- 
<Kip bad bou^i gpand crc* 
npfil^ about a lafceovri 
bid eart^ thk y«jr 
AaforP^vAht' 
«««fm tobav^ finaly pad thi» 
pn.ekf9bauM updi^bcn 
lure saue aad then fceibnii 
nvotvcd via wnnjd^ nyu b 
wKb Wate who y ckM U» 
i HD. Till. 


Ui bnng out a rrw lour 
stroke nxidcl whch writ cmi 
pHe directly wnh I Ilf Kero 
ilonda. 


N ira Pafthmli. Die out- 
ipoken chvman of 
Aaeocuied Cemett Cooi' 
pary (ACC), appears cm b^ 
way out. Tipp^ lo take hia 
ptatf nCenent Kouv. the 
ACC headqu«iers>s 
ihotber hicb*pro6k* acNever 
frean (be Taia Dtiban 
Seth, chairmsn n< Taia Che- 
ncaii, a conpaiy he hat set 
on I icorchmjt itruinh path. 
The chive of jMTd Kez* 
peiied to be hirm ab s Q l •* 


lupnuuwfup, or ran four 
plav lh‘ xamr better ihan 

lewMnSeptenjherihi'VCir 

Dtunibhw Aniban nave a 
t Sno-a pi opotal to chwl 
muMtei Sharad Pawarlo 
buiklAY'tliaped. ir>lun*l»flR 
underwater tunnel cirfmect* 
■W Bombay wnb ihi* Uran* 
I’anvel mainland aa uaa I he 
hirUiur 1 hr Bmbav-UrAn 
dtsian e wood then be ri> 
vered m mmuiet muUsd 


T here la mdetpread 
myovrrtheiefuMi of 
Shnrai the dmowNted 
aviniDn mmiaterilA K-uRn 

after Ibc hdan A irbni*h 
crash (remwnbef Madhav- 
raoSandtt Bd the (ftalof) 
trafcdy.') 

But wudd Kqnr Gandhi have 
autpted ihenMdriatain' 
Apparently. Kabul Kiff 
uAered In rrMftn as chaimun 
nf hdHfi Aubnrsimce be 

heard about the accdetH 

*IVHM*trr«pona« "Don't 

take these ilw to 
aenousty " 


tiie ACCanmidftenrral 
meeting ai the efdcddw 
year. Seth and bn cnbeacue 
tram the Tata group. Nodar 
Soonalwab. thebrunce 
^pctor. were inducted mtn 
the ACC buard •m 1 (kiiiber 
Seth’s rducuon was m- 
evii^ as he has become 
llw largest ti^vdual dare- 
holder A the cement jpan 
after vqiBing the 7.13 pet 


ItMan TMPM) enU Wsdte 

id ihe tJttec RTurSine hnura it 
lakes now Ambaiu plan^ (n 
ftnance Ihe »peciacuUi |in> 
px (by selfang :i.S sq km i if 
bid m Ihe l*anvd timnshp 
whR h would b*Mjn>e his 
animdon. 

Meanwhile. Amtun’sriv¬ 
als calrulated the mrihont 
that be would nut, grew 
green withonvy, and Gnallya 
iwiier-rsTipusd was <«uh- 
mitted bv KaUnTau. Nush 
Wada Amnd Maldld and 
Keshuh Mahindia. I he lour- 
wjme have proposed tu flual 
a rumpany with public share- 
hiddmg TheUndmihi* 
(ownsliip. woidd be dam* 
buied pro nu to all subsen- 
bert. 


U en> Honda is nkig the 
^^rre^ of the wave - but 
KaiMl Han's opemng up Ihe 
tlvuttle m Its bd locatrb up 
At (hr jmenenl Heio Hunda 
tswaytnfrontoftheican* 
pMw and It b douig Its 
level best to improve da 
lead Next March, the ixm- 
paoy n planning io brmg cut 
a mure pnwfrftjl bdw ai 
1990 The comi^ reported 
prcAs of Rs 2.16 crores itos 
y<ar and It 6 buoyant about 
the future. Baiai, however, iv 
not tderv tlM hmg down. 
The Kawasad b w* 
mg grotod r4aily and there 
are runours that Bun plans 
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Behind every hero's 
daring escapade is a 
link known stuntman 
who risks his life time 
and again 





this Sitne from Sholay; 
Ai}^ Khan is nviking Hcna Matini $m/i 
.ind dance an a bed rj/ hat coals. Am/C 
and iJhannendra are slraimntt at the 
hasl'. gtanng around in imtxitent rafte. 
Suddeiilv the tables are turned The 
good guys seise the guns and bang^ 
there gi>e>' the villiin a hoknut. A 
stereoghonk siHuid track of galloping 
hiii>ves and MctKhiiig i’riVma. In a 
group of horsemen and nuiyhem ensues 
hv/A horses and men guiuy berserk. 


T i» the ivense m<ivie*Boer. »uch a 
»ceM ia but one in a mittKin tlut 
tveura in ih« uiKhansns piitterna 
U coRimerciti cinema. K<ir the atars. it 
acts as one mure tdK>w*window r>f their 
talents. <ine mtru opi:^unity lu receive 
applause and adulation. And (or the 
priiducer and director this is yet another 
device to gel the audiences into the 
theatres to satiate their lust for thrills 
and chills But for stuntmen, a scene 
such as the one described above \% only 
one more arduous, bone-breskin^y 



Where doubles dare 


e 



louf^ step in their careers—(ine that 
could result in serious dama^ to life and 
limb, often ending in ho^talisaiion. 
sometimes n death. 

Consider these figures a moment. 
The Movie Stunt Artists Association, 
one of the more active unions in the film 
industry, has. after much haggling and 
demanding, arrived at a table of charts 
and figures that tells you just how 
precious a stuntman’s life re^y is. A 
stuntman, or fighter, as the industry 
likes to call him, gets paid Ks 226 per 
day: (his includes transport arid food 
allriwance. An assislant stunt master 
gels Ks 2 B 6 per da)', and a duplicaie. the 
man who takes on a utar's mantle of 
glory for a brief while, and performs 
daredevriry for some of the most macho 
tnai'hincs of (he silver screen, gets Rs 
56ti per day. 

Kor these pitifuDy low figures, a 
stuntman will do just about an)lhmg you 
ask him to. He'll faQ off a twse. Hell 
jump through glass, smashing it into 
smithereens; he'll drive a car careering 
through crowded streets. H<*1l jurnp oCT 
n 4(KJ*fiH>t chff or wrestle si the edge of 
It. He'll fight on ihe outside of a plane in 
mid air, he'll slide between two bufldmgs 
hanging onto a rope, with no safety net 
bel"w. Ile1l crash through walls, hel 
get burnt by oumbs, be’il be thrashed by 
the hem, he'll limber across roofs; he*! 
get kicked, whipped, beaten, broken, 
scarred. w(>unded and whai's nx>re. het 
he grateful fiir it. for such is the hfe of a 
stun(iii:in 

AhJul Kaihid Mehta. 29. holds out 
buth his hands as if he were a child 
awaiting a caning: but it is not punish* 
ment but admiration that he is seekmn 
tJn both hands there are wefts the siae 
of zipper chains "These ', he says 
dramatically, "are the stuntmen's med* 
als." There is a kd of swagger in the talk 
of stuntmen, jabbar Khan. 36. a stunt* 
man with the combmed good looks of 
Vinod Khanna and Amitabh Bachrhan, 
says, 'A stuntman hss no fear—we do 
what we are told, pmmng our faith m the 
chap above. We never tel) our ^nnhes 
what stunt we re performmg that day 
when we leave home. When we do a 
particular hard stunt some of the unit 
members come up to ask how we’re 
feeling. However hurt we are. we never 
tell them the truth. Wc say we're 
fire—dust ourselves, and get ready fix 
the next piece of action. And when we 
go home, we sleep hke we’re dead to the 
world 


ft 


E very working stuntman is a student 
of the school of hard knocks. When 
Taj Mohamad, 27, whoso spei'uSty k 
acrobatiev and irkk*iiding. was ahootmg 
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for a film in a snake temple m OrK^n, a 
venomous snake bit him in I us cw. A 
cursocy round of first •aid saw hun hsK'k 
<in the same set later (hat day, jiiinpnig 
through glass. Today his eyes Kivt n 
dtstnet droop to them, giving him vw f) 
mure of a resemblance to Jtaliiiii sliiRions 
kke Stallone, nr |)e Niro. 

Kanjii Thakur. the light-eyed 'nAt- 
spoken stuntman from Kutch. who 
started i»ut in Kle as Sliatrughnn Siiiha’s 
dnsvr. knows all about danger too. In 
Rt/a s-iokM a horse fafls on him. 
crushing he body with aU its weight. 
Thakur. by any standards, is a big* built, 
heav)' nun. sue feet UlL and weighing 9() 
kg. iiui a burse weighs JOO kg, and 
there were many retakes of that scene 
in tUant Ihakur crashed throujdt a plate 




(Abovsj Jabber Khen; raaOng al hams: 

(WQ del : partarma Ter • HveWioM 

of gbss with a diameter of 4x!i feet, (n 
Aig Hi Aag. Men DosU Men IfufduiKtn. 
Hadaf. t)3ku Hasina. Yudti. Vidhafita. 
Su/tan§( and about 30 other such 
movies. Thakur has displayed such feats 
of daredevihy. Often he is asked to 
supplement his stitnts with a bit of ai^ting 
too. A few harsh lines spr^en to pad up a 
character. In Prafibha he's supposed to 
abuse and beat up an old man. Ho says 
he dne«ri’l ifke domg things like (hat, 
even if he knows it's not for real. 

The oppusile has been the case in 
Mehta’s bfe. Once he'd taken his entire 
family to watch a movie he'd played 
someone's duplicate in. A cuu^ of 
rowdies began to tease the women in his 
fam^. Mehta rushed to (heir defence. 
Fisticulfi outside the cmema that night! 
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HERE’S ONE LOVELY REASON WHY 
YOU SHOULD TAKE 
UI’S HOUSEHOLDERS 
INSURANCE POLICY 



'riDur valuable bekjrig^ 

TNng$ inat you (Oil for Tmngstnai 
you buy lor your wile and family To buiU 
your very own worki of corrriod and 
h a ppv>ees 

Wouldn't you Uce lo do everythng 
you possibiv can lo keep that wodd safe 
andsecur^ 

United ind«'s Householders 
lr«urance Pokey is cne way of grv *>9 )nur 
wile and farMy a sense ol security about 
your beiongngs 

With eii$ orte policy you can cover 
the bmiding and comertfs of your house 
agaii'tst burglary, fire, Bood. kjfivwig. 
cyclone, riot, earthquake and cfher such 
rnsfonune and per«s. The goods cowred 
could include ar^thing from refrigefators. 
VCRs and music systems to watches, 
cooking appliances and lurrvture 

So whether you live m a metro* 
polflan city. srr>aN town or viHage. whether 
you have household goods worth 
Rs?5.000 or 1.00.000 . United Indtas 
Householders Insurance Pbicy is the one 
simple step fo corr^enensive security. A 
sensible aa oi caution that shews how 
much you care 

Act now, Contact any of our 
lOOOotfteoa. 


© 

UNITED INDIA 
INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

(A subsidiary ol the 

General tneuiencs Corporation of India) 

24 WNM Road. IMiS 600 014 
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Om of tta first femilt ftunt 
irtMs to M ttio icr^ Nutmli 
todiy imongst tho top. Sto 
iwrdi hor d^nHy wtti • m 
forodty. Sho te boon rocontly 
morrM. But ovon tod^r fho dooi 
no(tolhortotthind«Mftonti 
iho is toeut to porform «mI ho» 
for Ml (art, hn now «kid 
bociVM ht'd nihor not know 


SimH:irlv. Nutiinji, nlimtivt* 

yiHiriK l.'uly uf with tirtf*' soulful evi*s, 

bcin^ a siimiwortKJii ts jusl 
*’l lrK»l( i[ as a professhiii,” sl»* kwps 
< inphasisni>'. W1>dl she fiiils to i< 
th.lL fur her. there wa» harOlv an 
alternative. V\rr the heller part <tt her 
childhiMid and ad>lesience. Nuun iias- 
seJ herself olf ns Nilin Kuniar. a riak* 
cliild star, ii as Mim Kmnar Ihai she 
received ait award for a perfuniiarice 
froiM the l^esKkMK: and it was as Nitin 
Kumar that she ruinpleiod hei schunlms 
jn Bombay. Kut by the time she reachtfd 
15, femijiinity caught up with her. The 
usual family cri&es prescnied them¬ 
selves: a^ed parents, young sihbnfis. So 
Niim became Nulan, the stunt woman, 
as a resuJl of a quick trip to the Stum- 
men's Ass<KiatH>n in Mahalaxjui. 

One of the first Icnwle stunt ariisiH tn 
hit the screen, she is today amoog'^t llie 
top. Nutanji guards Iv.t dunuiv with a 
rare fertx jly. She has bwi* recemly 
married, her husband bemg m the cater- 
mg business, ft was an arraiifted mar- 


L,. A. 

T>w«* arllM. • Kwieot 


niiu<’ In lU' iK'Kinnmu Ik* 'Jatvii'tl \i, 
the tviliui <j1 het crtnrr. (lie nsks. iln< 
<Lirttlcv«bv. (lie un vriaaHv. S» 
slavi*dai hiaiie IVii he (hk«\i! lK«t lie< 
wife was gelleig tluimr. kaAed luk*. 
nevd Mivkil she missed iJk* uixeilain 
tv. ihi- risks. i\¥' Ikfce i aiiviradcrw <il 
MwU«; hM new f<uKd • tlurM 


iIm* slujii u<iild he i vk nied. Hut 
even lodsii she ilm s not Uil him wlwu 
stuiiis siv’ ts i<> peKorm and he, 
kir Ins ihtn. Iwis ness'i uski'd In'cause 
he*<1 mliii'r iH>t kiViW' wluti Ins wife will 
pul lH*rself ihHiiigli tlmt dav. TlW'y live 
each 1M4S MKislv proUsiing the 
iKhers's ideals, guarding his or her illu* 
stoiis ‘‘Wh'ii we nre* asked in pt j fonn a 
Ktuiit, iIk assistant fight ouister always 
iiifo.sns us exmlh whal Ifu* stunt is, and 
how nuieh of a iisk is involved so IKm wv 
I lave IIk’ orgKsnvf saying no." sIk' says. 
And Kis she evci tHuseil a stimlf "No, 
W'ord gc'Is around. You iiuiv not !>» askect 
av:im fWle>." she says. "I know no 
leaf." 

F e.ii 111 ivil something thal most 
stuninien m the BiHTihay lihi world 
will admit to easily. Hul given (he 
rircumslancc’s, lear is always a heart- 
ln’ai awaj . Consider the risks: India may 
luve (he large SI lilm industry in ihe 
worW. but even today safety metlnxls 
and Iedinigue‘s mat reduce the dangers 
of a stuntman's hfe are shockingly low, 
Kor mslame. in llullywtiod i( is common 
practice to cushnin the bk>w to tlw My 
by falhng un packing cases. In India it is 
only ri^cenily that such a technique is 
iMfchitig on, <>r glass breaking. Abroad. 
ii ‘jti-riil typi* <i| remfiireed plasiK la 
utili.s**r!. giving the inipresskm of real 
glass: but m India, stuntmen fling them- 
sdves through real glass. And of course, 
given the subsiandai^. hapliazard nature 
g( things here, nothing wurks as plan* 
ned. mghirig goes off a> scheduled. 


And thiough it all, lie fell Im* w.i> ri a 
dream. felt w<* w'ere eicictnig a 
s^'vne." lu kmghs w u*liO'i«sl. "iKst 
the bk>ws were Liniliiig ui |Ih> :m," 

In Jai Singh. w*h<» is assistant 

stuntman to Veeru Deogunj, oiw »*f ilie 
lop three stmilnieu in the fttin indirsiiy 
lodfiv. hdd to slide* aeniss an gim rope* 
heliV(*e*n Hh* Air India luitkling .iimI iIh* 
Oln rot 1'owers. aiiaihed with rvghing 
hul H Ivtok. He was given IK l.ilOiiexira 
lor lliai (Wiitii uUr slunt. (hke. wlien Ik* 
hud disiMigiiished Msilors washing him 
ui the sets llu* (ollowjug iluik^ue til- 
sued. 

Kukesh Sfurinii (usiionauu* You |)ro- 
pir jimIIv indulge in t*xlieniilv dkngc*i* | 
oils aril us J.H Singh ”Y<*s. bul Sir. wt* 
cki It liM our siiHiiiich, you ckr it lor thi* 

IVltlOII ’ 
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Mufitnwi: rttfca mf of ilfo 

Ladd<*rs break, walls <;(ve m. ai id hi units 
jCO o(f al wruitK tiiimM tU. I'hen 
ibeif' s (he question ol first aid iin Ihi* 
sels. Witnessing an aitioii s<YtK* m 
Chaodiviti lor u nxivier iliai surred 
Dhjinnendra, Chunky I’andev. Ami)xmi 
Kher, Ainrila Singh oikI Manebkim. the 
stghl an ainbulance parked nearby 
briHight ^>lace, until one leaint (tut si 
was inon'ty artunaiw aintn^iove. 
Not is a si urn man I'ov^Yed by any 
insurance scheme. After aJL which m- 
suraiKC ugerxy would be liKilliardy 
cnoujdi to involve itw ll in a huamesa as 
risky as the stunt busirK*ss? 

Irievtiably, tlm stuntman is a s'eiy 
insecure man. Coupled with till these 
fears are tJie usual ones that pUgue 
people in sbowbii. did age. sickness. 
I and growing cunipetilion ^oni youngs* 
I Uts. Kur 1 here's always Kuneune 6e- 
enough to )ump higher, fall 


j spiTat^ enoi 


wWnj ttowi Wel hf 

harder or bum skiwer. And vet inly 
twice is fear mc'ntened in all these 
Mervievrs. Rashid Mehta says he is ton 
frightened iu approm’h a star In invite 
hun lo hei hou^ liir a celehraivn, in 
case he refuses. And Jabhar Khan begs 
me rKg to mentinn the names of the 
stars hr has doubled for. m case they 
fed he has robbed ihem of their nHchij 
image and decnle to boyiviii han. 

T he stunt world is dominated today 
by lust three «r four btg stunt 
threctoru. Happu Verma. Ram Shelly. 
Veeru Deogui^ and A. Mansoor. 'Jlvse 
men rule the most, have the hi^st 
films, the fittest men. the must ilirilkng 
stunts Hut there are at k*asi .iti stunt 
dim tors ni the busmess Most fighiers 
hke to belong to eiiher one stunt dm* 
tor s camp or amgher. because n en 
sures ihetn a steady stream <g work, 
seoirity and brothrrhiiud. (Eirt'epi (he 


swashbuckling Jabbar Khan, who de¬ 
scribed himself as "an intsmational 
fakir"). 

Hut what no one will add is that there 
is almost always, a kickback (out of one’s 
pay) handed over to the stunt director. 
This commission, coi^ited with the man¬ 
datory dues taken out of a stuntiruin’s 
wages by the union for a small msurance 
and lor offu’e dues, etc. must leave the 
stuntman with a very small take-home 
pay eventually. 


fkjt the stuntman knows he’s nne slop 
up I he ladder from the Junior Artistes. 

1< known as a "Decent Man" in the 
him industry wagi- book, receives Rs 97 
perdav. Ami a "B Class^Man'* Rs 49. An 
"A Class Gitl" gets Ks 87. and a "Super 
<rirl" Rs 130. iltis, plus a fragile dignity 
that requires people to cell them Junior 
Artistes and not extras. i» what (he 
Junior Annies have fought fut and won. 
So the stuntman knows he is better off 
than many others m (he industry. Those 
whose spirits have not already taken a 
healing, aspire upwards. Many of them 
want to be assistant fight masters who 
want to have acting roles, or better still, 
tu become stunt dirc^ctors who want to 
produtY movies. 

Recently a couple of stunt directors 
have laun^d big budget films—a far 
cry from the days of the legendary stunt 
dii^or. the late Aaim 8hai, who fos¬ 
tered a whole generation of masters, but 
who was content to remain a stunt 
director lo (he last, humbly travelling 
from studio lo studiu on his beat-up 
motor cycle. Aaim Bhai fnu^i for ppo- 
(essMinahsm and dignity for his tribe ^ 
woa Today‘many stuntmen put up his 
picture in their homes. In a world of 
Ausory heroes and make-believe, be is 
one kun who cbdn’i puU lus ptmdtes or 
cushion the bkrws. At the mention of his 
name, many stuntmen, in the absence oft 
a Spokesman, w lather figure, get 
moist-eyed. 

You can see them at any given 
morning on Juhu Beach. In ti^t little 
clutches of 1U or 12. spread nut over the 
sands. Ihe sun is hardly up. the sand is 
cold under one’s feel, and the foam has 
left patterns on the mud, that haven’t 
yet been uUileratcd by footsteps. 

Here they practise their deadly art. 
Cartwheels. Jump kicks, somersaults, 
judo, karate, wrestling, boxing, that 
grab bag (A assaults and defences that 
send slavers of excitement dpwn ao 
udierKx's spne. Good-looking. weD- 
buill young men. with filling biceps, 
and bi^ backs, and shoulders intent on- 
their craft. 1hen off they go to work^ 
and to Uke a beating. 





ooM Kedi» the pruf^eny iif 
K^hir and l^riiUnia Hedi and 
very mm h her rrxrther & 
diiuK^ier h very, very hung 
up (« v)dei> Mar Aditya Pan 
choli, beilcr known as ^rwa 
Wahab'bihdd husband Cur 
rently i on<. emraimK on gel 
ling her tareer orf^anised 
Ptn^a that Adilya wail 
fur her unut «urh a tune a« 
wHen bhe has made tt Vhen. 
ewlenlly. he is to divurxe 
wk‘ £amd and walk oft into 
the bunset with her 
Inmost suih situatMiv, 
llir wile IS Keiierallv the last 
lokiKiw So 14/anna loo 
blisalully ifmorani of this new 
preseflii in her niiva’shfe * 
No way. says an mdijb^iU 
Wahab Dear husbarid Aditya 
tells her all about his hi tie 
peicadilkies (those mvolvinK 
Pucia Bedi and otherwise) 
And as long as he conde 
scends to confide in her. 
/anna will graciously i onsenl 
to forgive all his trespasses, 
or bo she sayb 
Something telK us, 
however, that m this one 
case.Zaruia is being a infle 
toobanguine lidoebn'tpay 
to undei estimate your 
opponent, especialv 
one such ab the 
suhiy Bcdi 




Zarina Wihan afoara 


iVlithun has been siM ten 
by Hqh (Sangita Bqbn to you 
and me) and Kekha has blen 
m love With/Irani? Wlyia 
pity, say well wishers of the 
pair 1 hey would have been 
better advised to pan up 
with each other, ifonly to 
deal with cummnn enemy 
number one—bndevi. 
of course 

Now that IS a thoujd^t 
isflt It' 


r« 


»A 

handsome, tan 
dan e " All you guvs who can 
say that should make a 
hecbic for Kombay and 
Pete] Ndialani 

ll IS C hufdiy I'andev s in 

cnmpelcnic whhJi makes 
bnt pul such a premium un 
dancing ^ TheRkntndub 
try s favuunie stud rs ugh a 
h^ damei. that everyiimc a 
dace se(|uerve featuring 
hon ha» to b(* the* dame 

diTM t or and 1 he jumur 
arte4cs who luic to shake a 
leg wuhhmi, wake wilh 
uhefs 

Wheniheshig is finally 
dune ihr m*! resowxK with 
applause Nut brsaubr Chunky 
has after al that ag<«vsing. 
difK a Pred Auaire. but out 
of sheer rekrf that the tor 
lure isfinalyover 



/ 






t'> Pt' 



^^owxla, uflhrgigantH 
Oedipub complex hasriiuillv 
comeofagi* Andhegase 
notice of that by afftctinga 
reccnciliaiion with bis lallu i 
whom he had given up cai 
ever bmee Ins parents sepa 



OevUda fuher, Umt tathar 



rated when he wav but a litile 
hoy Kc'cently. however, hib 
father (who still liveb in 
Virar) had a paralytic stroke 
and Oovuida after some soul* 
bearching came up with the 
renuins of a 6hal affec ixm for 
Ittm Hence early morning 
trips to Virar everyday to 
check on papa's progrcbs 
KesuK late arrival at every 
set Bui for once nobody was 
complaining Ffkni hearts 
tuve some fueling left yet 


H as she reaKy act om* 
pbshed what most people 
thought pnpossible^ Has 
AmrAa Man:f Singh, the be- 
woman of the film industry, 
finally nagged Cinthol* 
peddler Vu^ fOianna into 
matnmony’ Yes. if the 
nanours thai set Bombay 
abuza last fortnight are any* 
thing to go by Know*aBs 
mset that the pair have got 
mamed cft(ipke</wpA:e» 
hence Vmod's finally screw¬ 
ing up courage to adirai to 
dw Amnta connection m a 
recent issue of a film ^sy 
So. weVe finaly had it 
proved to us Kliannasdo 
rush 01 where ^sins fear 
to tread* • 















The road stretches endlessly 
The wider, squat eyres never release the ground 
The tyres continue to devour the miles 

Get the longer tyre life of 
CEAT FORMULA ! RAOJALS 


LONGER TYRE LIFE THROUGH 
ENDLESS MILES 


FOR BETTER CAR CONTROL 










CEAT 


born tough 


SPOTLIGHT 


KVKKYONK KN<JWS ikii 
Intlum ixHitKiiins n\v iHtm h 
Ml hc't'ls. Iwl I his ji.iil.n.fti.1 
huslnM^s IS rt>:tllv>!(’t(ii!U lul 
mI kmd IliM bti’si tM (iMii IIh* 

r.inks rif iluiitdi.i Sh^klur. 
Sunil 1 lull 4iul A irf 
piniKiii’iu |uiliiii'Kiiis IS iht* 

lonirnvrisMi J;iii Mon lui 
h';kd«T SMnjii> SinKh. 

IiuiihI NMVHiifx*r. Ilk* Ml* 
Villi Ih’^ii his Imiik i<*i>sh(u* 
liMiiiil lr<»ii his amsUliM'm v. 
AiiM'Uii h> N<*w Ihihi 
(Ivti’iisiblv HH L*x('r<’is(> ' 

ilil/) in 'niisinK nuiss awaro* 
Di’SK nn um'iii|>lnvinf*ni. 
i'Mrru|itiMn and Ih^* like 
Sindh’s Imiii; nuri. h will i*nd M 
Ihr iliMifsIep m| HnshlnipiUi 
lilu)Vim» where Ik' will sub¬ 
mit a riH’iikiMnduii! In (hi* 


I*resi<k>nl, And then, no 
doubt. I he hinner Ka)a will 
catch life next flight back 
horiH'. 


rr WAS a classic case of 
(he communicaikin gap. I\in* 
jab's Governor Siddharth 
Shankar Ray, speaking at 
the inaugural function of a 
pri vaie-secior. agro-based 
chemical complev in Sangnir 
district, made the most 
niK'uous of remarks: the 
state, he told the audience, 
did not have a 'single hiU 
station.” Ihe gruff Punjabi 
^rpriter. alas, heard dtf* 






as ivtribution for her niisbe* 
havuwr. 

Soon, an ad appeared in 
the local press inviting "fair 
and talented*' females for 
the role, (oinguly then knew. 
It was well and truly over. 
She could, of course, ask 
K^esh Khannii to produce 
another TV serul. especially 
for her heriefil. considering 
what "gixKl frierxls" they 
are. 


WHAT [10 Mahendra 
Singh TIkait and his rustK' 
band of followers have in 
CuinnMi with ll«^ iJvlan and 
the Hand? Ask the Delhi 
police. One daik i.ight at the 
Koat Chib as the farmers 


ft nvy;cpfMivfucaHeMgen 

fcrently—the (iovefniir. to 
hvn. sounded hfce saying that 
the state did nut possess a 
kin t adnMMSiraimn. Not hia 
to question the propriety uf 
such an adnnssion. he obb* 
gmgly translated « for Ihe 
benern uf those prt'sent and 
was stupeAvd when grnied 
with gak'S of laughter. 

Kay. tned to save the 
SJtuatKM by repeating the 
sentence but the interpreter 
persisted with Iw verskifi. 
Matters were fmafly sorted 
out to everyone's satislac- 
lK>n. though not before there 
were plenty of red laces 


STAHKY NAKHHAS are 
strictly for stars. Kupn 
(Unguly. reigning tele- 

serial queen of Calcutta 
IkKjrdarshan. teamt that the 
hard way recently. Happdy 
hanviangher way through P. 
Vgsudev Kumar s latest pro¬ 
duction. f^anadevau. Kupa 
tbouidit she was indispens* 
Me as Durga. the feisty 
heroine uf the latest in soap 
uperas. Hence, regular tan* 
Uum ttvowmg wh^h ended 
with the no'nuns«i»«e Kuioar 
throwing her out on her ear. 






mutte 


continued (heir ^hama. they 
were hard put to hear them¬ 
selves. leave alone their 
leader M.S. Tikait's haran* 
goes. The police, ostensibly 
deployed to provide security 
and maintain (aw and order, 
decided in its wisdom, to 
regale the farmers with knid 
pup music of Sixties and 
Seventies vintage. 

A puMic scandal, said the 
general public. Rumeah 
Bhandwi» Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor of [>^. however, dif¬ 
fered. At a press conference 
caked soon after he tried to 
justify (he unjustifiable: "It 
was done to relieve the far- 

Itup* Oenpuly. akpeneivt 
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m> INDIA'S ptr. 

m Ihe in* 

counter Sn Lai>k;i iii 
the A«iii Cup ttKintiiiieni rn 
Hajytladesh lust* iiru thili^ (a 
dr» with Ihe intninics of i‘x 
<iiippei Kapil Dee' A news 
Item in ihc Hunsthdi'sh 
CH>!i<‘r\vi miide nut reL'eiillv 
that Kapil haii '*iiiu«U‘red 
cndUkjh Kunpowriei lo blast 
KavI ShaKlri oil ihe frld. " 
I'h** alM I allette J tiui 1 

Sliastn hnd wanti^d a (av off 
to aviad aiotinviitiiiM Ihe m* 
;ury M Ihe hese oi his i>ei*k. 
hut Ihe rest fil tlx' I earn 
suspiHl<*d hull III rihiliriKt'r* 
inic. 1'herehire, llie alientpi. 
aiVHft'nil)' ftpearhiSideO hy 
K.ipd. to ktrp hull out i/ tIh» 
leant. 






.ners /rom boredom.'' Indnn 
fanners, of cuurse, liking ms 
thing better than pvmg tu 
Western music. p^e 
coRirnissiuiier.' Vifay JCaran. 
also joined in the what s- 
wrong*wiihdoine-sn 
routine. 

Come next day. wisdom 
had davmed and Karan own¬ 
ed to mi/ral culpabilily for the 
incident. Kut the identity of 
Ihe prankster remains a mys< 
lery. if goveninteni sources 
are to be believed. Say pobce 
ofliciaN; '*ll liad lobe an [IN 
offietT as no luwer* level 
policemen would have 
chosen tu play Western 
pup,*' Sunw say. however, 
that the choice of music 
means mithmg. A derriga was 
probably asked to buy a«inw 
cassettes and picked up the 
first thing that came to hand. 
Some government apologists 
cited precedent as a valid 
excuse: "We did the same 
thing during the ]ndo*China 
war. We blared Ifindi songs 
aaoss the border at (he 
Chinese troops.” All is. 
evidently, fair in k»ve and 
war. 


MpH Otv. inestar Minpuer? 

From among the l.hHii en¬ 
trants front 4ti ciiumrtes. 
Sitm emerged the wmner. 
Said she dehgluedly: "t am 
happy, very exciied and sur- 


Kt)K THK chweM Indian 
woman on the wnmg side of 
forty, this was a dieam de 
but. Fxpclk'd from a film 
industry whKh couldn't Quite 
shit her Western sopfiisiica- 
iion, Simi (irewal dabbted 
in vanous fields trying to lind 
her niche. After the critical* 
ly acclaimed documentary on 
Rai Kapoor, she decided (o 
try her hand at ad filmmaking 
and was hired by (who else?) 
Reliance, 'I'he film: Michael 
Ferreira and Oevt Sethi play 
a match potsed at cham* 
pkinsl^ p(m. Neither j( 
them is abie to win the cru* 
cial point. Enter a ravishing 
blonde. With great elan ^ 
achieves what they couldn't. 
I'he duo break into applause 
and the lady is a picture of 
shy ernSamssmenl, Mural 
of the story; Venal fabrK is 
what It takes to be a wnner. 

The ntm was entered in 
the compuuUon for Austra* 
lie's [niernatiunol Patters 
award for the best ad film. 


precd. How cuuU I wui ik* 
award when the nv*si jwirfes 
sHASl ad fUmmaking ciwn- 
tnes hud seni their en 
ine»."WHL fcilwv siy. Ms 
Gmvak the strangexi tiungs 
wdi happen. 


I’he Haryana hiirrk'.'uit »( 
yore reacted strongly to ilie 
allegatifHw: ‘Tin stunned titat 
a newspaper has publislied 
sudi bunk... I ciK'ournged 
Raw |f» think tuxv before 
saying he couldn't play lie- 
cause Ihe team ik-c-di-dhini. 


Sha^lri. evidently, hasn't 
taken the report lou serious¬ 
ly- Nor, in fact, h\s the rest 
of the team. Knshiianiachan 
Srikkamh. ck>iwi pnnee ol 
Indian cricket n*acied by 
boumg k)w In touch Kapil's 
f«l. It pays to »(4y on ihc* 
nghi side of ihe powers ihat 
be. 









Bolcl> sporty ana fashionahio slaiemeni of nch and refined Vimal Su<ting$ The staternenl of Ravi Shestn 
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The st ar e v ader 

Tina Munim is charged with violating foreign exchange rules 



A fter Bofors and the 
Bachchana, re vela* 
tiona abou^ foreign 
bank accounts no longer 
rmse eyebrows as high as 
they used to. But eyebds 
[ may bdnk in mild surpnse 
each time the xovenvnent*i 
enforrement directorate 
pens upon yet another 
celebrity who has been 
naughty enough to stash 
away large sums of money n 
a foreign country. The latest 
offender is Bombay film ac* 
tress Tuu Munim. 

Officials ol the Union fi¬ 
nance ministry were 
apparenOy tipped ril when a 
copy of a bank statement, 
allegedly in the name of Tina 
Munim, landed on their 
table. It was an account in 
Dubai. The staiemenl 
showed that between 1966 
and 1967 huge sums of 
money had deposited 
and withdrawn by cheque, 
the total transactkin involv¬ 
ing almost Rs S crorea. The 
local Dubai address given on 
the bank statement was that 
of Bombay’s underworld 
don. Diwotd Ibnlum wbo is 
absconding from the police. 

AcriJTding lo vxne jUHi'.ces, Ibrahim ts 
‘currently utilising aO hi:^ high-fevel puli* 
K ai C()TWH'rli<>nh lo buy huuself a safe 
return u> Bombay. 

Thi' lidhi enfurumem direriocalc 
consKlers Ihc evidence of ihe slatemeni 
serious enough. Reliable sources con¬ 
firm Dial preparations are being ma^ to 
fik* prosecution charge? under ihe Pore* 
ign Ewhanpe KeguLuions Art IPERA). 
What is more. 1'ina Munim and her 
lorvign cxc+Mnge pe»vaiiilloes obvKJusly 
warranted direct uiieneniion b>' the 
Delhi office of the direciorate. On 13 
October a «r<wp of sieuths, led by 
special director S»ngh>i. fl«-w Inlo Bom 
bay for ibeir cclebniy raid. 

'ITw morning of the 14th saw them 
descending on Kajesh Khnruia's palatial 
bungalow in the posh Bombay suburb of 
Ashirwad. Later they also visited Tina 
Munitn's mother. Mrs Meenakshi 
Munim at her Khar residevf, Though 
the much publicised affair between Tina 


Tfe«ita*ii:SiaMiWy«i»erw| nans? 

Munim and Kaiesh Khanna has been 
over fee iwu years, ibe direciurate 
obviously iluught ex-llunes ctuld stiD 
1 ^* 0 vide financial mfbrmaliui. 

Twu fails about the Khanna-Munim 
connection are making longues wag in 
Bombay's fibn cirdes. It was Munrm 
who walked uui nn Kajesh Khanna. in 
favour of the son of a textile tycoon. 
Repealed lures thrown out her way b\’ 
tile jihod luvff' failed to make her ch^gv 
her mind-^and a man scorned am he 
lust as pnbnnou^as lus female countei- 
part 

Secondy. once the bank suteineni 
hjd readiH the rdTices «jf ibe enforce* 
ment directorate. Khanna was m h 
unique position to utihsc damaging m* 
fonnation to settle old scores. Be is a 
ckise friend uf Ashok Chivaiw the MP 
from Nanded who also happens to be the 
m of the Union finance maustet. 


As is only lo be expected. 
Khanna has denied having 
anythmg to du with Tina 
Muiwn over the last two 
years, but he does admit to 
having visited Dubai with her 
before that period. Loyal 
friends of the actor refuse lo 
believe that he could be 
spitefiil enough to get back at 
an old flame in this under¬ 
hand manner. "He is among 
the most magnanimous of 
men. pariicularly where 
women are concerned.” said 
one enthusiaabc signer. 
Even to the woman who 
threw him over fur another!* 
Perliaos. but perhaps not. 

A less publicised theory is 
that Tina Munim haa bMn 
framed by Da wood Ibrahim 
and the drug mafia. Must of 
the country*! top film stars 
have been guests of the don 
in Dubai ai some time or the 
other. Recently, a whole 
planeload of them were 
tnnsponed to Dubai to par¬ 
ticipate in Ibrahim’s son’s 
birthday first. I'lnii Mmnm's 
name could conceivi^y have 
been used to account for 
some funds that were un¬ 
comfortably unaccountable. 
Some officials of rhe enforcement 
direciorate are also supposed to hold 
ihss view. 

But ihfurk^s canntu determine legal 
pri^edure. For the momeru u is I’ma 
Mumm who the olfender. I’he ac¬ 
tress. lugeilier with her brother Noin 
who kve$ in Australia, is supp<iscd to 
have been interrogated in ilie Ikwiibay 
office of the directorate. Munim s 
aoswvr was I hat though the account was 
in her name fa definiie the 

person who really opemted it and owned 
the funds tn it. was her secretary Ravi 
Kciik who had stvted Futuni Fashions 
(questionable justification fix an illegal 
actiofll. 

Like so many other charges of foreign 
exchange vKifations. this one too will 
have lu go through the legal proi'esses 
of seltlemant. For the outsiders, 
Ixiwever. it will be the celebrities in- 
vofved that will keep (he story alive, 
Cifi 
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PROFILE 


Swamy and 
fri end s 

Nobody tells it quite like he does 

T her< is a famous anecdote about a prcrfessor of 
ecoiH>mk:s who sei the same exam poper every 
^ar. U was not necessary !•> chimite the gues* 
iions. he would expUm. In ecooncnica. it vas the 
inswcrs that chan^. 

As a former full professor of ecowtiret sat Mansard, it « 
only fiKins that Subramaniam Swamy should use a suwUr 
justiAcatiun for the apparetn shifts in his pohikul alifovneni. 
When Swamy first )oin^ politK>, it was as the bhie'ey ed hoy 
of the KSS. then as a Jan SMORh and h'merj(ency*«ra 

Khaki Pimperne) till Janata won the 1SI77 elcctHin. wh^ he 
became one of the new party's mo^t vocal members. When 
Janata split in 1979. he switched luyahirs frvcn the KSS rkgue 
(which became the fctJP) and remained in the party. He was 
expelled in 1984 and )omed C haran Sin^ in (he Uik Dal. 
Next, It was bKk to Janata when the Lok DaKAt merped with 
Chandra Shekhar'^ parly. And onw. it is thi* newly formed 
Janata Dal. 

All of this may suppest a man who Kwiicht^'i parties with the 
dexterity uf a Hahupuna or a (reorpe Fernandes, but Snaniy 
arpues, quite conviflcmidy. that it is the Puhiical scene that 
has chanped. not his politkal ide<A>py. After al. he unlv lomed 
Janata m 1977 when the Jan Sanph inevecd with it. He 
remained with the new panv (ihouph the L<ik Dal and HJP 
walked out} till he was throwiiiut. 1Vn. had nochmeebut 
(o find a new home (the Lok Dal). And. he has remamed with 
(hat prouptnp since I9K4. it i$ noi his fauh that the Dal fini 
split, then joined Janata and rmaOy ended up .is part of the 
Janatd Dal. 

Moreover, he has rumair.ud remarkaWv* true in his political 
beliefs. Shortly after Ik? relumed from Harvard. Ir? used whal 
he calls the "Parsi wftwork " (his wife is» PafsiJ (<• wnle tftfw 
articles for Hiitz. The first arpued that InAa shnukl make the 
bomb; the second pleaded for better relations ailh C’hma: and 
the third lore into the license-prrmii-quota mi TAcniy years 
later, these three issues slifi form llw central planks of lus 
idec^gy. 

So. why then do Swamy's detractors persist in portniyinp 
him as a rootless padfly who ftiis Irom party to party, iiukinp 
up his policies as he poes alonp? (>ne reason, unfortunately, is 
that his views are not as widely understood as I hc' should be. 
In a polilical scene peopled by economK ilhlerales, his 
conception of a market economy makes no sense lo his 
contemporaries. And few Indian politicians care about foreign 
poliev. "nius, fswamy finds hctiMH in the biaarTc siniation 
where, despite being the one pobtician with a well tbooidil ^ 
body of beliefs, he is regarded as a gadfly. 


Jlie other reason, of course, is that Swamy innnv ot 
the rules *4 Indian pohU's: amonp them the iwm iHitions of 
party discqilinr and feudabsm. Tradition h^s it that < vrii il 
sxnrhody in your party does somelhinp tenible. yiHuan only 
ctxispire apamsi him: lo ai iually cniKise him publK'ly is i kisc 
lu sacnlcpt' And that it is vrronp to openly dis(>)a> .iiu 
vntMlvA, 

Sivamy's unwiOmKness to play by these rules has made hnii 
> extremely unpopular with his coUeaiifues. When he annoumyd 
that he would stand ainunst Cliandra Sliekhar for ilie 
presideniship of the Janata Party, this was regarded as 
blasphemy. <On the otlicr hand. Hegde, who is ci»niem to 
stab Chandra Shekhar m the hack, is »i»nw thing of a mi'din 
hero ) Nor dues his plain speaking endear him to other 
polnicuns, Kverytody in the Jan Sangh knew that A.B. 
Vujpayee was ncH quite the hfihnunhsryt he claimed tu be: 
Iw hked his dnnk and functioned as a normal red-bkioded 
male But nobody was prepared to tolerate Swamy's saying 
this in puMk 

Since he parted company with the KSSjan Sangh/HJP, 
Swamy has conttmied to siwk colleagues. While he was in 
Janata, he took lo attacking Hegde ("snake" was one of his 
nvlder epdhets) and regarding (ieorge Kemandes as n 
contemptible has-been. When he shifted lo the l^k Dal, 
Hxhuguna received the full treatment ("Kussian stiKige"). 
And once he relumed lo Janata, he launched the tekpliune 
tapping investigation that toppled Hegde (''h)^>crite and 
crook''}. All of this has appsQed thuse wh<i believe that all 
OpposrtMt members nm»l stick together with the iron-clad 
discipline of an SS regiment, 

Swamy has nesvr cared, While he was one of the first 
<>Pf)os)lK}npohticun»lo tearmtu Ka|iv (kmdhi (m enriy 1985, 
in a monthly colunu« for Impftnt at a Itith* when llegdc was 
praising the Prune Minister), he refused to join the fioenka/ 
Chandra Swami/Nusli Wadu coup in 1987. After Kam 
Jelhm^ni began asking his ten qix-siions. Swamy demolished 
him (”n«g a barking dog but a hovenng vuliurt*”! m a Si noay 
cokimiL Rajiv was probably corrupt, he suggested, but 
Ji'ilinialani's uwn affairs did nut bear imi close an inspection. 

His fnends, white supporting his right to tell ii like it is. 
siKnetimes feel that he goes t<io far They fear iliat the abuse 
delrarls from the pokoes and suspia'I tlial he is ttKi 
unfor^vmg when it comvs lo Attacks Ikimsell. Kor instance, 
when JethmaUm's son Mohesht "MtmgiJoxi kHoI '^ replied tn 
the Sr.MiAi atl«*k on his fatlier, Swamy went into h deep sulk. 
('There i$ no dynaslK njdit to ri*ply»'' he argued with some 
justificalMUiJ But Swamy's persoiuiUly is such tliAt take away 
the outspokenness, and vuu kise must of the charisma as 
wek. 

Where he goes friaii here is anybody’s guess, (n 1979, Iv 

ve nu’ an interview ui whH'h he declared that he would i>e 
l*nme Mmisler by U seems unlikely iliat he wOl keep to 
that deadline but t^quallv. there's tvi denying that he is the 
only man in Indian pdities iu have survived the most 
determined assaults from such heavyweights as Vajpayee. 
Qiandra Shekhar. Hahuguna and Hegde. He has done sf> on 
his own terms, without bothering (until recently, when he 
turned to Tamil Nadu) to build up a regional base, without 
mouthing the ebeh^s of Indian pi^ical discourse, and without 
becoming a chamcha o( the mighty. 

Vtr SMfhvI 


Despite being a politician with a wdl thought-out body of 


beliefs, Swamy is regarded as a gadfly 
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Hostile neighbours 


SU'phai PluHp Cohen examines IndinPak rclahons in the perspeetive of the 

security of South Asia 


I 

* )iu* rH’i’d not Im’ a 
|l>Vt}|o)o>tU’<ll U’* 

du^’lt<*iii>l lo ic>i*oi;> 
iMM' tivil thi' mi* 
<*i^**» 'll i*<Hh o(iM*r 
h«*ld l>y Indiiin'* aixl 
rnkislii'iis contn 
IhUv siKHtfKtnttly lo 
hn>tiiiiv Jx’lWirn 
(iK'ir sliitoR. ITh'; 
ttontiMv hns two 
.'iS|K\'l>>; (Ik' V4»n- 
(lainiK id«*iitilH*s ol iho two Rlrtti’s onct 
the prclilcni ol *ii iii't;ilJoniif cotitinuily. 
J'luTi' arr .ilv» uJHHiflaut poneptwal 
tiitfi with /Vttt'rK.i's iiv 
elite*nt III Souih Ahiun 
rht' verc Kl<*nlilk> of I'dkisliin i.ai 
siMAM dl\ hkpiiu' '<tM\!. ihi* firsi surh 
iMiifji cieHti t1 III tW iiioUeni wutUi •iikI 
IrKfla n ' nxtiAun.iiitle IlnKfu but vetitor 

fiO 


si air uith .1 iir0. Muslim mmontyi 
siaixJ as ii ihallt*ni2i’ if each (Hhei. 
I’aktsiains si ill fird ii hafd to aeeppt tliai 
iiiillHins tA inritcntrd Musluiis live 
rrasfUiililv Islanite' ksi-s m 'Hindu*' In- 
<li.i. Ixvaus4' mw’h tA ihr ini|MlUR for I hr 
err.itiofi of i*a1(islan was hnsc^rt upon tlx> 
|>rrtniS4’ that South Asian Musfains— 
Jorrvrr in a iinminty could ik'vct 
ui'hK'Sr s:ili*tv anct freedom m a vast 
HukIu sra. Cunvvrwty. Indians find it 
diffmiK li> acivix thM I'akisian ls a 
luiH'lionmx and rc*aaMiaNv suewssful 
slaU*. and many Indians fear tlw aKrat - 
tiiNi <il Kakrsian for "their” Mushnis. 

I'akisldifs l&kmiH' orientalioii has als^; 
gi>vn n>c (o nportant stratejpc differ* 
m*rs hetMYen the two uialvs. l^kiRia* 

ms lend to kmk to the MiddW tasl arid 
hki' ti> portray tl>rini>*d>'r« as a Smith* 
Htfsi Asian or even .Middle Eastern 


pdWiT, Indians remain skeplirnl of thiR 
effocl. even as they fear that it nii>;ht 
succeed, and they prefer lo emphasise 
Pakistan’s suheontmental tand lliua flm* 
dU'influciK'ed) rootii. Tluis even cultural 
artifacts such as films and cuisine aic 
linked lo the quest ion ot naiional 
identity. 

Comphcalinp m;)itrr< India and 
Pakistan have diverged significantly 
fr<«n the Hrilish. parliamentary, demo- 
cratK norm. Indians in piirticular are 
scornful of Pakistan’s history of nulilary 
rule, (iften using it as an excuse to av<^ 
serious discussions with their l^kistani 
counterparts. Yet tliey have no such 
proUesn in deaknK with totahlarian dicta* 
1(ir« and military rulers dsewbere in the 
world. Pakistanis. <in the other hand, 
regard the Indians as having bclrayod 
the assurinces to minorities fsuch as 


SU1C4T1 ^ ia hMW (IN 












Rajiv Gandhi addraaaMf tha Kathmandu 
lAARC aunwnH: lha taareh 1 e* paaea and 
•IMWv 

Mushnis) tM the Hnti^h pn^viM: Orv 
see India us u Ihinly disjMised Miiidu 
state under cunlmued Nehru faniy.v 
dnniiriatHH). 

Between PartilHin and the nud ltKiOs 
a consensus developed ^ bulh India and 
Pakistan aruund the idea o1 hostihty 1 o 
the other. iTiis srtualion has its piiraAeM 
in the Aratvlsraeli dispute, the duji*in 
rears of the US'Soviel relatHmship. and. 
earlier, in Franco-Geman hublAty. The 
"hostility consensus" is based upon red 
corKcms and fears, but it also exists 
because some jEroups in each stale find it 


PdostaniiMI IM it htrd to 
jccapt thit fflSoM of cenieirted 
Mwim Ivo nMoniUy Wwile 
fmkiifMirindi... 
Convonoly, imny hdM fotf 

tha a Hf A f J iaa nl Palrfat^ W 




useful li» keep the* ihreal <4 tlie olhiT 
alive. iTius amocij; the new AtteralKKi. 
Indians and Pakistnras art* k'»> ulih< to 
K(M okHiK Kith each other th.in iIhii 
|>redet'('N'i<«rs and r(H' rrtSHtiidl 
<*11111^11' h.is <!etei«cMH(t'd 
I'his msifdit las ran y<l U^’n ivsitd h\ 
iiiipmi iil vivrly. uidrt'd. iheic' has Nh’II I 
no s«'rK>u« cross-nincHMl reM'ardi aei ' 
diHird .inn in>t (he latH nis < n* Si ulh Amii, ! 
whidi sUiSfirsls tiv* l<tf u i r 
kwik al iIk probkiii 
I would argue Ihul IIh' pnvyss %4 
j^’iKTaiHmi cfiangi' ntw* underwMV is I 
lilu'lv to In^v cunlnKhi'iorv iniplh*;iii>vis ' 
lor rhe prosp»lsoi rrgHKul rf\(i>itl tl i'^ 
lt«M' that the menihers ol <•» ok lei 
leeik ialKHi knew eat'h otlier inlariateK. 
Ruui>' crew up tn vdun is now foi 1-491 
ternictrvanrtlusvpoWiTlulmemoni’siif 1 
We m pre l*HtiilMin Indu Bui ik-st- 
nM*nB*rH-s an- imxedr vaik* feiru-nilM-i 1 
tile horrid ot ParliiHm and its uttendiini 
iiauihiimI mils, all can ru all tin- everv* 
(kiv shchlx and uisulo tlial iH-ci-ss^inlv j 
(MW when t»ii lebjoons or (-tluiK ' 
groups fmd tht*nisdvi-s n ckrsi* pio ' 

xuiuty. I 

iiut rtii.*nibi'm of the youngit gi'tu ra 
tion—ihoM- bidii after PAHilHin wiH | 
Iwvi* ilK’ir own advimtaci’s ami disidvan I 
tagt-» in conung (o cr>|R. wiih the le^ 
iM’x of reghHid jDilitKs. hist. iIh-v 
luturuay tend to (jUi^stHMi iIh* docln^|^ 
xnl piejudM(-s o( ihc'ir dderK. uihI 


gi-ncrdtiorul duingi- will rv'iui.ilk Iimm (<» 
(Ik’ dinunutKai ot soim* ]usnit h k.tis ,<iin 
slefeot>*l>es. Ihii aamlenni: this I'kinkie 
ivill hi' then own dcloinu tl midn vt.ind 
mg of "P<ik(sl<in* i>? “JihIu" i'lu le-'Ult' 
of un cxtiniuiaiion of ilic i< H(lH<ok>, 
iBH'eK aixl si lH^knly sUhIk-s wnTun in 
i-iK'h I'ouiUrv ahoiK (hr mIIk-i are not 
reassurmu- Kven nvin’ discirs>.uic ,iir 
IIh- svslemalu* dislosiions (anglil \i\ ihc 
universilM's uimI inilMurv ,«'aik-iniis ol 
holh Stales. 

SVitiMiue svsieinaiii ivsimtcIi on ilr 
tiriil4ein. il is didii ult lo|HrdK t whrtlM-i 
iIh- "ih’W ' criH’i.iinni of knder.s run imp 
to |H>wei in JrHli .1 .irid P.ikislan will lie 
U’tirr jble to resolM* (In 11 ciillcirnrrs 
.Hid <Liinivn yIh' cornaait el led ol 
rrlipious. rai'i,il. rind u pioiinl 
stereotv pi'S. nilis would sn-in lo In an 
•deal (»vu'sij<nHoi SAAK^ to i xaumuM 
*Whar doi’s Mvin hkelv k tliai such a 
nvoncihalum will hair !«» cuke place 
undt'i vc*ry dillerriH eondilioris Itoin 
tliose that priA.iiled in 1ti47-l*i. Ia*l tis 
turn lo soiiH' of iln-se new ciicunisi 
iiiHrs. Ht iLirliujLii Itx' .ilteivd ii piunal 
iHiiintv slriidiiie a>kl llir grealiv eri 
iKiiHdl ixmei lit the ciMiiiiMml oMoiuleis 
fii Mh lOunlrH’s. 

T hi'H is a enlunl dtIK-rdk r iM twren 
inaiiv Indians and Pakistanis alxnil 

t 

South Asia's "iMtinal' 01 pioper 
siraiegic slrin iure. Induns liV lo hr- 
Vve llu( (hi y iTitk iiltxi tin vtrairgic 
respoiisibihiK's ome Jx lcl be the )tnti»Ji 
and that (he drfrme ol the sub- 
iuntmi nr is indivisible. To most Indian 
stmtrcisis. Pakistan's ellori 10 hinU a 
M-|Mrale militaiv mailiinr not onlv 
threatens India bul will lu- uvdreilise 
acainst a major rxienial llitt'di since 
PukiHtan does not have ihe depth nr Ihe 
resourex's l<i stand abine 


Indian Army jawtm 
mApon»fbi»for th* 
d*f«AO«Of 
•ubcenllnani? 
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HiHv OtAdM mtV* Zl»«l Hsq: rtMng 

>bQV< fiMIt^fy cmiiMwuwn 


sis:umv <tivlnnr OkU tiin U* 

by dll S<nilb AsuM >l«iti>s (:iri 4 lalilit'O >>y 


Cunvt-rMly, hiki'^LinK h.tvt u > . *1 
tit bc'lH-Nx* I hilt lh(’ ilrli'HM «•! 
ShbioiUiiH^nl I'. .uh\ Jh* 

shared hy lrvti;i, with Kiki'^i.ri iKikhM^! 
respt«l9iUilitv Ut I^h* rhirili ne a .nirl 
IndU fur iIh* ncirth e.ist 

All of this IS (Hlldv lIS’lMi lu.li MIHV 

Indul and Ciikisrih ri Di.jiii ctih mIkt's 
nujor Ihleiil. TlieV luvr hnn iiuhle In 
ilKTiv ti^MHi .1 sl(ii(liir« 111 kIikIi thi* 
smaller S<iulh /Vuii staler kMi oi’Xisi 
with d lii^iie |H>w<'ilul :iik 1 
India. IL'iii^liidesli. Nrpl. <trHj Sn Liiika 
have trxvl Ut .urMiiiitiiNlatL' liMlidri power 
in vaTHKis ways, altl>ouuli tiu'v Ikive each 
sdUKhi iaiIiIkmI proKM'tHHi vy ckjsv rela* 
tions wtih mii|<‘r neiside |K)wer» and 

hate liceh entliusvislii' supporters «>( a 
rei?<»tia[ass(iii(iiinri A A KIM hat niiuhl 
Ml IK* Indian power Only I'akisian 
tried to I'ont.iin IikImii powt>r hy seehmy 
I HIT side niilitaiy ties. 

I he differeiue Iw-twetm Indian and 
I’akisUim views on 'hi« critkal guestMin 
is vxemt)iined in ihr l/inirudKe they 
to dtrscrilw India s reiporul posit am' 
Nour Muslim and A, I. Akruiii of I'akislan 
call Iridiii's KDiil ’’hegenHimsI" > that is, 
liidiii seeks to doiniiinte compMely its 
snulh'i neiidihours and t<i turn I’aktstan 
iiUn n MHOHladesli, rather than attree to a 
pro|>er divisKni <d respoiisihilitv Urr sub* 
ctiiUinental delen^’e. Iliat may Im* irw; of 
s'KHe Indsihs, hnl not of all. JaipK Mehta 
and I’.k. Chan (wlv> uses the phrase 
'*iV)fliinal prepmdernnee” lo (h'st nhe 
India’s pinolum) siTiti to be wiIIidi; to 
aecord Makivtati a refpondl rok* and 
adequate capaeilv (or sell'dt'fenee. In- 
(k'<*d, even K Suhrahnynyani has re* 
eeiitlv wilt ten of Pakistan's inwkMr op- 
lion, aekiiowk’dninK that sik h an i»pl«in 
Is a U'l^iminie objective for a stall* with 
an acute i wo'front s<*cuntv probkmi la 
cateu<iry MkiI nicJu(k*s liidu). 

riu* iTfst stt*p m forinujt a rotniinal 


aujor extenuil iKiweisj nsiy tie Ihe 
nlwiOoiuiK'iit or rigorous i brilHa- 
I Kin of siK'h vajjut* ami eiixitive terms 
«is |K*Kt*mohv, <j<niuiMm’e, pieponder- 
Hiu e, 111 id sutKTKinly, all i»f which fusv 
been usi*d t4« de^ nbe India > aiiUxiions 
and positHin, and iKHie u( which acluaiy 
correspond tu a chanj^ng reality. Ajtain, 
there has been hitle ^enuus analysis of 
the niininxiin conditions under which the 
set untv <if the snaller and welder South 
Asian stales can be assured, without 
hcHvy unervention and ties to maja 
oiiiiiide powers, that in turn threaten 
India’s position. Indeed, can India come 
to tolerate the limited external cowiec' 
iKHtis by Pakistan or Sri Lanka ur Nepal 
M (he price for retponal cooperatwn un 
other iSMKS such as trade, rejiional 


rk'friKr. and shannu 4 if water re* 
soui«*<'«>' Cm the sinaUer statc*<, espe* 
icilly l*uk»»lan, resist llie temptatum to 
hnntf at such outside powers,' 

Siiwe Indu iKtvpts massive military 
av>i>tance friMii ouiskk* stales, it can 
funOy Jneci ui ptinc^* to xudi prac- 
lues h>' l*aki>tan What Pakisunis fear 
nv»t K that Indian ohjetimns lu Amer* 
wan nuhtury sak*s are not based on 
prm ifile, hut on the desire to mon(^x 4 - 
ise mhiary' ptmer n the subcontinent. 
AltlMMuth In^ can impr»se such a veto 
over HaoKladesh, Nep^, or Sn Lanka, H 
will have a hard t ime doins so m the ease 
of Pakistan. 

While there n, as yet. no consensus 
on the rejCHirwl strategic stiucture. 
there is room for cooperation un 
peripheral mailers. AH of the South 
Asian states bekmg to the nonaHgned 
movefnenl, andxlf have a shared view of 
the evils of cohmiafasni. racism, and 
vconomK* eMpkaiation. IVy are all 
opposed lu “forei0) bases.” a^ they all 
recognise (albeit not pubbefy) that the 
Soviet orcupalKin uf Afghanistan repre- 
senis a real ihreal to regionaJ inlegnly. 
Iliey have id embnHX'd the concept of a 
regional organsation (SAAKCl aR>eii 
wiih varyinK degrees of enlhusiasm, and 
there remains the hope that SAAKC will 
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eventually serve as an instniment Un 
Iht; ciMordination of regional strutciac 
p<tlicie$. 

In all of this commonality there i;^ ihe 
inakioK of a bourh Asian reptmal secur¬ 
ity doctrine. I have no doubt that this 
regionalism is an indirect resptmsc to 
the stark fact that the Soviet I Ins ki has 
occupied a major South Asian state since 
196 U. in these terms, cegtonaksm is an 
inadequate response; SAAKC wilnot be 
able to exert military or political press* 
ure on the Soviets at the tone. Howev¬ 
er. the process of regionaJ consultation 
may make it eawr indivklu^ slates 
(and especially India), both to pressure 
the Soviets and to provide tacit support 
fckr Pakistan’s efforts to keep the Soviet 
Union from emsobdadng its power in 
Afghanistan. While Indim rbetotSc has 
been imbel|rful. there have been no 
known InAan actions that might indicate 
overt cooperation with the Soviet Union 
in squeezing Pakistan. 

T here ia no doubt that incha has larger 
and more powerful military forces 
than Pakiatin: it did achieve a major 
vktory over Patestan in 1 ^ 71 . Beyond 
that, there is uncertainty about the 


degree of Indian superiuniy, Ihe trends 
PI tlw miliar)’ babnre between the two 
elates, and the puhlka) nvhcaixms of 
this balance. 

Weapufts are mpuriant In their own 
right. PI thill both India and I'akistan are 
unusuatfy vulnrrablr to rhreals from 
4 *ach other, and because both face a 
piKentui) two-front war, neither can be 
sure ihai its present weapon^ invent ury 
wiH he adequaiu to meet a wipsl case 
situaiinn. The weapons themselves are 
not. of i'ourse. a catM; of tension, but 
the inabihly of Indtans and l^istais to 
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talk ab«xit arms control, hniitnoon, or 
restriction (ends to giv<* Ihvin n nieiiHc* 
ing symhok* qu.iblv out of pnifxirtion lo 
their mikiary importance. 

A hist step woidd bi* to ii>T)fn>nt the 
dual tiviKfroni problem. Can Jtidian dc* 
kiK'v needs be met by levels that do not 
allow India lo uverrun l^dkisiunf WiU 
Indians tolerale a level of Paki>,t»ni 
armament that is adequate to insure ihni 
an Indian aTcark will not siHc^^ed. but 
that dues not in itself threaten India.' 
Keabftticafly. it may he imposKtbk' for 
even unbiased miblary experts Ui work 
oui n weapons mix that ensures the 
secuniv of both states vothout threaten* 
mg the other. 

If thi^re were to Iw discussions on 
uveraU feveU of iMriicular wea|X)ns 
ivpei. they vwiuM have to ncivHjnt for 
qualitative difiVremes among systems. 
’Iliis IS IX It an msuperabU* ;>rohlem. since 
Iricha and Pakistan both Lick the r('> 
sources (o equip their ground, air. and 
naval loiies irmipk'tely willi thi* most 
nMKlem weapini typi's, Kinallv. some 
systems might simply be hanni'd (rr 
•H'quired m very siii.ill rmniUTs. 'I'lie 
interesting case under discussiun is 
AWACS lAirU^rm* Waniuig and Control 
Systems), whut greatly eohance tlw 
i*ffiHinvneXH of iniciceptor and at tack 
iiircraft, 

IlieK an* thi* ari*as where security 
and amis nitilrol 4 ''MKYniy image. Ke* 
nurkably litlle llxmghl lias gone into this 
problem in South Asm biaausv il is 
difficult to apply Ihe chwf amis control 
criterion^ si ability—to a situation 
wh 4 *re tHgh miliiary powers have unc<.*r* 
tain twiofruid security problems. 
More^iver. India and Pakistan arc 
psychok»gK:stf>' predisposed to distrust 
each other. Nevertheless, there is a 
powerful straiegK' logic behind the argu¬ 
ment that India and Pakistan rrusht begin 
Uf cooperate with each other in certain 
arniK limitation arrangements. Ultimate* 
fy. they have a great deal to gain from 
such arrangements, and with adequate 
safeguards, would face little risk. His* 
tory has shown that mstilutKinai and 
bureaucratK commitments to a worst* 
case threat analysis perpetuate some 
disputes long after the real threat has 
moderated or dissipated. Hut it also 
iihows that change does occur—if slow¬ 
ly—as perceptions alter, as other and 
more real threats emerge, and as new 
concerns and interests replace old ones. 

T he most probtemaiic regional miht* 
ary development is the sk>w crawl of 
both India and Hakisian towards a nuc¬ 
lear capability. l^JblK evidence indicatei 
that both states are within easy reach of 
I nudear device, tlndia, of course. 



tested ime in 1974«} Will iht^v itH xr Ui a 
new test. Ui (he (U'pIfivmeiK * (U -r are 
way MalMins jUtrm (hi miaI^.u nMd. 
altlVHjj^ lesiini; iiinv. with mhih' iisk. be 
skipped. liKJia and i'akM;tii i^hjM Ihus 
pcisilicm llirnw’lvr'* al iIk* H>,v t4 
wt*HpiMiisiilMin wiT||>nil an\ |hiI4ic Nt.Ke* 
mem, lesi. <>i <iihri uiclii.iit**ii at th(*ir 
plans. In ihi'^ wnuklU <t>Hcmin^ihe 
IjirAfli eunipk* '^‘l)«*^ nii«hi i wn vmtf* 
diiiHlr iIm'ii iiikli .ii laiU’iMr Mh have 
nil iiileirsi tf> ki’r|Hii>! ii|i Midi dr mhef. 
bin ni'iiht'i u^iukl liml jn ouiryihi nui- 
ksir <irni'' i<kt ivirth iilurlv useful. 

|iKli‘r<f, I he iirrMHi amlMiAHius sidu* 

I kill ^<vms III Min iIh’ mieresi and 
I^H*ked>•H>h^ III I Kill I ciHimrrs. A Ihtkis* 
inm iKiinb wciubl iiknin ilk* km nJ 
Aiivrh'iiii riii,in('uil and iiiiliUiy support 
and w<iDkJ In* (nllnwcil by a much Uri^er 
Indian puii^inmiik'. An Jndum bomb 
mii^lu kMd Ui hireaun |lrv^llt;e m ihe 
dtAekipini? Winld and cvt*n n Security 
Uiiiiial HvM. hi It fl, I INI, wiKild be 
folkiwtni l)v n I .ikistHHi equali.«rr and 
mii!hl eiKkiniKn India's access to west* 
vin hiKli ttH'liiwiloKy. Ninlear weapons 
are likclv to rcnviin ;ttira<nive (ur IxHh . 
India and l’,ikisian fi>r ihe foreseeable 
future, nltlHiuKh nul UikuiK the final siep 
has ii% altraciMHis as well. fmk«d. the 
tresi’iu Mtiuition wuukl seem to justify 
the laisKKin ilwi pnilifeniiHin can be 
stidnliHinu There is nfready a de fucto 
rciporuil inalear vinndolf. soH'e both 
Itxtiii iind PnkiHtnn have civilian nuclear 
facdilicH tinit are vuIncTahle to retaha* 
(ory at lack by eonveniional forces, 
Neverihelesi^. numtnmniK Ihe nuclear 
*Vi(itHin”. kd iikme AS'>emt^g,>ie^ime. 

Ml ik'plovinx nuclear wenpim ii> South 
Asci. will creale m'Dous piotAems l<ir 
rc>tK)nal and otliers. 

First, there is littie <k)uM that m the 
absence <H agreement, reicional nuck*ar 
|ir<ilifer,'\()oii would ni >1 (tecrensr* thi* 
need Ini C(inventH>iia1 weapons and 
would Ih* must likdy to k*ad to a major 
overall increase in defence spendinjt. 
Few .South Asians ,ire aware ol it, bul 
tin: ancillary cosis of nuclear weapons 
cnmiTuind and control systems, delivery 
systems, (cstinjt and dev'ekifment of 
new designs - far exceed (he simple 
cost of fabrientmg fissde maienai into 
expk‘sive devices. Of course, if agree* 
nieiit were ptissibtc un the limitation of 
conventional weapons, nuclear prutifera* 
lion would |m‘ both less hkdy and kss 
threatening. 

Second, probfcraiun mipht not re* 
duce the tiverall likelitirxKl r>f war. ft is 
argued by South Asian nuclear advo* 
cates that nuclear weapons wsO efaminale 
the possibility of conventional war be* 
tween India and I’akistan as they have 
v^uallv eliminated the possibOity uf ' 
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cimveMioAal war m Kuropv and else' 
where. However, the risk of nw’lear war 
in South A&ia iiHghi bcjudgi'd somewhat 
higher. Not 'nily are reponal govern* 
ments (KX’aswnaly unsiabb'. hut they 
would he under great pressure to sliarc 
nutlcNir tet'hmdugy wMh nearby stalev 
and their systems would irK*vitably react 
wdh those of exislmg mu’lear powers. 
espeiiallN’ the SuvRi Union ami the 
PcNVk.>'s Kepubhe of Chma. 

FmaQy. regional prnUeralion wig be 
regarded js a grave threat to the 
present nuclear regnie. Even if it were 
(u slabihse South Asia or brmg advan- 
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tage t<i India or Fokistaii, proliferHtion 
would be regarded h\' tlH* su|>erpowerH> 
as a disaslious iirmslciU for Ihc Middle 
Kiist, Latin AnK*ricii. and Fast Asm It 
vnMjId Ci’ftainly stimiilatL* tlu* dc'vclot} 
iiienl <if Shi sysiems and might revive 
drM'o«i«H>ns of Ihi* pri’T'Diption ol Flcdg* 
Img offensive sysiems. It would bi* itonv 
if regional nuiV*ar pnilifcrtlion contn* 
billed to such responses, since nuclear 
adviK'ates argue that ii will tend 1o 
insulate S<Hilh Asia from nulside m* 
lervenlkm. 

The nudfar dilemma i» quite real. 
Going nuclear might imnHdmiclv en¬ 
hance (he sec'i^itv of whKhover state 
iiK)h ihi* first step. Even if lM4h India ond 
Pakistan acquired milmirv' nuclear sys¬ 
tems. it IS pos,sable to envision a staMe, 
reiponal nuclear system. However. Sik h 
a system cihiM not be made k'akproof 
and would bi* regardi*d as a threntening 
example by tfie present nuclear ptiwers. 
They might respond with elaborate de¬ 
fensive technoingies. but tb<7 are also 
hkely to consider preemptive or coun* 
terfori'c strategies that would effectively 
cancel out whatever security gains were 
achieved by India oi Ibikislan, 'Hie 
nuclear path is setf-defealng although 
one is ccunpelled to acknowledge tin 
hypocrisy of the majur nuckar powern 
whose own arsenals aie justly criticised 
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by SiKitli Aaiuiij; as wikHy rxwHsK’i*. 
Ilowcvvr, rnivikUuw anri 

Sovurt Njfriu is not ai> i*ilccliv*e siralvRy 
f<ir coiTviiinR ii. 

i envision Uw alU nviUve secw/itv 'lu* 
tures*' for Sooth Asia T^sv are 
• llie continuation o( Che sfafus 900 
Uhnt IS. Ih;»lility between Indp and 
i^ikntnn lusl short of war, or perh;ips 
IcHklinii; In another incoru’lusive wari: 

• Indian (‘nicrKoiicn <is tfu* reioonu^ 
thnniniml Wdtk'r after the desinA itini 11 I 
)^akislHn''< miliUiry capabibtv; 

• increased Si»viet infliierK e to the pomi 
ol nianaRiiiK the subi'tXitirK'nt: and 
* India acting as a resioTiai leaded m 
(SKiperation with Pakistan. Itie last 
alternative w’ould involve real detente 
between India and Pakistan, the neRotu 
lion of a senes of seciirilv and artns 
control aereeiiieiits. and joml deter- 
mmalioo of relative force levels and 
disposiiKKi of major units m the context 
of an undersiondinK that i*aki$tan nuM 
Duuntaiit a minimum deterrent. 

Jlte last future is nut an inip(»»siblc 
Koal. 'I>ie prcseiKc of the Kussians m 
AfKhanistan and the chaos m the (riilf 
may have encounR^d reRtonal states lu 
iwwe m thw directitm. SVliai can Iw? dotfc 
to prunwte ccNiperaikm between these 
two states trr at kasi to preserve their 


tebn ed imlpUnie.' 

Kirst. It must he xknowk'dited that 
I'akistans seiurrly wil alwav'^ ie>t upon 
India s restraint (or at k’ast Indun cal* 
I'UblMXb ol >;;nn and ltiv«i. < hit side 
assKtanev 10 lu'lp Pakistan iiHt't the 
threat from the* Snxt IhvAi Iviv been 
neces.san'. Nt it wdl hi* lutile wiOuwt 
equjllv vifbirous ii» helfi l^kist^ 
iioniialise Its vasieni l■)l<k*l wilh liidu. 

Kunher. Indi;uiv are now I'onunx In 
ri\'o}9HH* that a wt-idi Paki»i;iii is no k*ss 
a tlireat to iIn'oi iIumi an cnessiwJs 
sironjt I me TIm'iv is an .‘tppfo|)iiite 
ranRe of Itnkrsiaiii inihtarv ixAver allow 
which PakisUi heisam^sa tlueal to Indsi 
and hehiw whii’h tf hot ohms a U'lntXa 
tHm. Tlw rk'tvniiMiHiHM) ol (Iwh k*vcts 
B perhaps the most cniiciil rejcional 

MH'urkv* issir. jhlM:ueh it is dillHiili lo 

deal with Ikh.iux' lioih lodp .ind P.ikis* 
Ian have a k’piiHivitv two ir<«ii scauoiy 
priibkin. 

Setond. Ilieri* sii| u-nuuns a utivil 
deal of iMh'ertaNttv ,'*nhvnmii icitiotial 
nucle.ir pr< 4fei.il ml iRies Pakistan in* 
tend lu ai*(|uire a fuR-lVdKed mKkMi 
system f Would even a k'sser i .ipahililv 
be tfdenied hy Indui, and it it wr«re 
wmdd the (•iMt'd St men williiu* lo 
enmmue d MmseiUvAnl nrid.i ' 
tionship with Pakisian' T\us sinus lo Ik* 
rh^ wav d) wlikh tin* rr^on is e\<)lsmjt. 
bill there arr* enuudi umittaHUies ini 
ciudmit those sumundinR Indu s own 
niK'k*ar anihiiaim) to nuke ilk nucksir 
iHtme biMhuriSL’iii aivl nitual hi reKHHul 
and ikm TeRional slatek. bk*ai\. liRka 
and Pakisliui can (w eix ouriRixl li» wt>rk 
iiul their own .eiooibil makar arruisK** 
nh’nl. whadi toukl Ik* r.itilR'd Iw* oihi*is. 
Iwl tins raix'N S(’nou» pi'iti'sls ainoitK 
lrHlbin> I who reseni iIh isiisiiHin with 
PnkiNl.ini and .tnuma ;inh niK'War advio 
cates wlm would rc*sisl anv aRTi'iinent 
lliat (M not meet Non prolik’iatHin 
riisily st.mrLirds, 

llnrd. then* are an*as .•bi*rt* the 
maior outsidr ec^nAiuc pirW'ers can 
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make a useful ONUTihulum li» leygnicil | 
stability hy offermR indiK'vnksits to le 
inoiul siraleRk coopenition. ’(iH’rc .uc .1 
iHimbi*r of joint nver and walei {x< 4 i*r(s 
that nnild he pursued bv Indu jihI lau* 
o* iiMia* of its neiRlitvHjrs; ib<*rc is a 
iK't'd for eapundf’d niponal. luliui.d. 
iitlincMl. and educntiimHl proRT.iiiinii s 
twIiH'h tauild tv addressiHl lliKuiRlt ilic 
SAAKc forum) Iiul woukl bi*tvlit from 

OUlSHk’ supiKfri. 

Hvri* will sonie day also luve lo Ix' 
niovi'iiK'tit on those tei rilon:il dispute^ 
tIkH are also dis|)Ules over nalmnal 
Mk'iiinv and purpose. Kashmir is ilv 
iiHisl olivHus iKoblem, ami its iihwI 
(ismt mainlevlalHUi iht* siruRick* over 
llie worlldt'SH and remote Siiicfvn liLo 
mx IS like :< liRfit Ivlwei'ii (wo bald 
iiH-n over a aaiiV (bie hopi<s llial India 
arid PakisIan will address ilvir dilfer 
eikcH .KioHs I hi* nepotiiitinu table, 
wIkxv tlwy can alsose <4 'kiI ami puisne 
uam*iiat interests, r.ithtx than liuve 
IhoM* differerkes .issunv (Iv loiiit (»f 
absnni imliiarv <'r»nlbi. i. 

f liave never thiaiidit tivti (he |>r<>)>* 
kills H tvMth Asia w’lTi' insu|u*rabk*, 
ikH llui tlie rok' of outside (Kiweis, .aid 
4 '^'cully (hat ot the ibuted Slates, is 
nvcesxanlv disruptive or divisive With 
out iMvvtink Indian clainis tn dinniniini't* 
tor a laiier'day iomi r^f iNiraiiKiuiHcyi 
ImJian ainhiiionsiYiufd Iv )HX<Mtii>HKlaled 
Ml tlv Iramew'iiik ol a reuion.il svsiein 
that Ikilh kee|>s the |m>;h(> .ind allows a 
(liisiderahle deRrev ol Ireetioin lor 11 s 
sMulkx slat es - - espe« 1.1 ll\ I ^lkl ^1 an 
and lhal ehanivis ouiMciers inl<» iisi'liil 
cejp(«i.il titles. 

Kmallv. ilv n'Rimiiil not Kin of "viiir- 
ny" will haw to iv redefined .iiitl 
br<»d(*ned. We must U* wifiiou to Uwik 
heyiNid mihi^ry cakukitHms |r> .iddress 
o(lu*r dinvnsKins of seiunly. In Ihe hist 
anolvMs, M.'iurtly inv<lives Ihe pres(*rva* 
tHHi of ikvi^v held, shari'd v.ilues, 
mltlary powi*r is merely a means to that 
end. IndiH and Pakistan nuiv have 
ah*i*ady aanproinised many such (k*eplv 
heU values NrKludim; 901 iv tliat they 
hold m common) bv the vexy proiTss of 
acxfiifinu and d«| 4 )VinK lnr>(e arnvd 
forces lo protect them. I'he UniTi‘d 
Stales, on the <»th<*r hand, has «o often 
pursued smh a narrow' <lcliniiK>n irf 
''secunly*' when addressing the re* 
Kkm—for all prainical purposes, it lias 
been *xv <x another form of ante 

ccxiintunism'-iliat it has neglected the 

threats t<j ulher intixtrtanl thS r<*RionHl 
niterests. espi'cully the surviv.*)! ut 
denwvracy in larKv. pluralrsi. and re* 
blivety poor states. 
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A^aomyov 

Tehetoyou cMd make lie rnoetoi 
tomoff o w and al M Me has to otter. 

Thai s a ptt of tove «nu^ 


Mer toll eeupen to any d ihe 
OM Trust otticts given below 

' PMM mtm me to* iTM COGf brodHt* 

• Name ___ 
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OBITUARY 



A woman of substance 


Kamahdcvi Chattopadhyavas death leaves a void in the world of culture 


you wiH become 
sMb qwvn when India is free'\ 
WW wroie a >Q'<iup of Kenaai 
pottcfK after KamalaOe\i Chatto* 
padhyava visited Japan tn IMl. (t was 
noi j $utf>K*stion iliat would have pk^ased 
Ikt. but m the eyes of many people 
KhinalaOevi. whr> died on ^ October at 
Huinbiiv's Hreaoh Ciirxiy Hospital, was 
indeed the uncrowned qiA'enof indvpen* 
dvhi hulM Hers was a nch. full iif«. 
spunnini 2 iliree^QUAners of « centurv 
dun HE one of the most eventful penods 
of liuliMii history Freedom fiEhter, 
cliarnpion of w<iiT>cn's nKlit». pioTH^er iif 
woinenV education, hiidi pnef^tess of the 
pvrfomuriy arts, doyen of the country's 
inoHi prcstiEinuv in^iiiutKHis of culture, 
and ^Hikk' thme of h>dian huJKiKTafts 
and folk art. Kaiiviledcvi was, to say the 
least, u teK^'iKt in Iter lifetinw. 

Hti life, as her bioErapher and fnend 
Jarnila Hmhhushan pul it. ib the "portrait 
of H rebelHorn on ApnI. IlMKi. the 
ViiuiiEest Ilf a Man^^ilore Saraswal fami¬ 
ly. KamdUdevi had an unusudUy enliKhr 
ened luK*aye. Her Erandniolher. she 
recalled, was more fimd of b<Miks than of 
cooking, and travelled incessantly by 
rati, by (his and oven on hnit. well into ! 
her old axe. Kanialadevi kami to 
appreciate her inulher (lirtabai's scon 
for empty ntual early in Uc, and m an 
api* when women had nc« voice, strove 
f<»i ecjualKy rather than privileges. After 
<in alt loo brief arranged mamake ther 
husband died stH« ^ler the wedduiK 
ceremony). Kamaladevi mamed Harin- 
dranath Chaiiopadhya ya. poet. musKian 
and scion an illustrious benftali famdy 
from Hyderabad. 

In 1920. Kamaladevi joined her hus¬ 
band and hts brother Viiendra in Kng* 
land, and pave up a seal in Newman 
College, CambridEe to foin the Bedfc^d 
College of Sot'll Work instead. Her 
family was horrified at this decision tu 
bypass a formal education, and the 
principal of Redfmd College tried to 
dissuade this foreign woman in strange 
attire (Kamaladevi refused to shed her 
sari) from tiering London's notorious 
East End. Her meeting with Annie Besant 
in India some years back had made a 
lasting unpreaaion on Kamaladevi. and 
finally the decided to return to India to 
participate in the burgeoning freedom 
movement there. 


Shi> thnsM* to settV' in I'unc. tU' 
hntbid of liukir. naiiiiivih<ni Insiurt-d hv 
(fandhgi's spitsh ji Chowpaiiv .ml 
having kh the pi^uer of his .ippear' 
rex*b hei over a "sc.i ui head'^”. slie 
enruked am a wduulr-er in the Kdg.iuni 
Congress of 19:>l She was hann lo 
haw kenrd m putitWN with a hioiau and 
a basket" a> ii Wi*re. 

Havmg reafewd the poteniul bc^nefits 
nf rnuNlivmg woman powei. Ilie C<hi* 
gress asked Kamabtlvvi irt tnn ilw party 
m 1927. and loln^ mobihse a viJumm 


Oo)«i o( cwniry's moit 


oMire, mtf fmdlr 4m of 
NHHnnrauiiiiMMioH vv 
(UnttMovi WH, to iiy tbi 
ilofondbihorVfotime 

KwtwtoM, etaiwiu's wvievt 


citrpa. This she did with ojHisiric r;ihk' 
('osie. hi 192H, this spiriled woman was 
elected to ihi> All India Conifress t'uin- 
(iKtTee fh'spite (iandhi'M orders tlial 
w(nM*n should not participate in the Sail 
Match. Kamaladevi became one of the 
hi si to defy ihe stricl mIi laws. 

In 194H. Kamaladevi invited the wrath 
cif S.irdar Fntel by refuauig lo take her 
liloir ui llie Constituent Assvnihfy. 
Iliough slie was a member of the Con¬ 
gress WnrkiDK Cnniirattec. "I have m* 
ml crest m active politiCK." sLe said, 
once India had achieved lri>cdoin. Uu r, 
she refused cabinet posts, osid even 
;tmliassa<k>rKhip!i to Moscow and Cairo. 

As loundei iiremdent of the All Indiu 
Women's Conference. Kamaladevi did 
much io ek'vaie the cause of eguaJiiy for 
women Her deep and abiding interest m 
theatre which she Mw «is i* syntlwsis of 
jD on. prompte<l her lo set up the 
Nalmnal Sihnol of Drama, amidsi much 
opposition freen people who believed 
that an could not be fomially taught. 
"Lo her all performing ans. us well as 
liandH’rafis are part (d a long tradition, 
deeply integrated mtu Ihi' daily hfe of the 
piiiplo," explained Alkaai. one of NHD’s 
most iNustnous directnrs Her interest 
in culture was that of a visHinary's, and 
the first thmg slie dtd after Partition was 
to establisli a haodkioni and handu rafts 
board, a crafts musi'uni and the Central 
Cottage Empomini to prirvxle an im* 
pelus lo Indian handieraits. long bt'fore 
Fv^mI Jayakat and tfw Festivals pf ImlU 
came un the scene. "She made 
museums appear like bread and water, 
Hungs without which one rould not live." 
said her friend and associate. f.>evaki 
Jain. 

Her last years saw her frail and in bed, 
not confined to Delhi hy any meana. 
She continued lo play an a<*Uve role 
in the organisations that she had found¬ 
ed. and made scathing remarks dn Indira 
Gandhi's regune, as she had against her 
dose friend Nehru when he attacked the 
socialists after Independence. "Life 
seems to have been for me a series 
hurdles." wrote Kamaladevi in her auto- 
toogni^y. "whatever I have achieved 
has been the hard and nigged way." But 
lo everyooe who knew her she seemed 
to have accon^lished everything wUh 
miracukHJf eeie. 

SMfUi Mrra/Mew PeM 


tUNMv >m 


97 



IPPON DENRO ISPAT 


iT¥i:i 


TT5t5 


JTJF 
iTTIiHr 


■ ii"- 




Si|i|K»ii U'lifp In|ciI \ I iini|un> iMlH'iilifl III 
hrid;: ih' fnHM itTntKrtivHN in 

I'lniH'fTPit: iIh* mlnaltHlMi ol im|iii1 
MiiNiiulP fHiMliK ls ilrnHiv suImjiiIi;iI 

lMn* 4 ;u rs\ 

TIM’ III NlfHIMI lh*nr<> IS|K|I S IHIXHITMIf! 
dN'i Wibwi III HW't ttlini inlurN hm plitiii m 
Diiiniilai liiH' Ihin t'MiKuiiNsI Slivl 
SlHiis III irvhiiii*;il oilLdiiirNinii «ilh Mppon 
Of mo ManuUrturliK i'A Ud.. Japan. 
pi>niinninil l1(H*r:llHlll^ 

lirtiiii Isjdl l»;^ nw i :iliilair:H(i) «illi 
llrr n*Rn«iii*il iiHliNriiil t^i.na - Hharhl Ud. 
of Japan ftir irc^iilkiiimi d .1 sii|ihi>lir.'M4Vl ft 
HpU>iiilMO.ilHiii KPV<T.>i)ili'<j)lir kiilhns! Mill, 
uhirh [itis alri’^Kly I'nnmrix'iil ifN'r<jli<iiii« 
kiW-Mi of si IhMuIi* in (kloiNT. UIKH TIh' 
l>m(luil ninp' rll 1 ll|H'cu^ nl n vKh* viirki> id 
(iiM Kiilli'il SlMHiii indudine ulim ihm 
siH'tK for Ux* lira noH‘ rn liidKi. Thi* 
i^K'i'^MioiKil ninl MuiiilPiUiiirp Lnii'biNi iHlram 
Tai>o Slffl of Japan. Ttir milrrn iximiiuliT 
rnMnilhtl Omiinuoiis IVUIng Ijnc aiHl 
KlninHytit 'cirtvimrit; Unc Tor ihf Cdd Kolline 
Mill linn}|>li*Y livhnok^ Irum 

NilHiHi IViiniiii 

>ii .imiihiT vriiliirp bi ibi‘ jilant 
rii:iiiur;H lun* I'M; Oilour Cuaifd Sl<vl Shms 
lur ihr hrsi umc in liKlia. in mllalnraikio «iih 
NilHHin l)i*rim id Japan and oprrauonal 


iKvMniK*!' fnun Iloilo Koifyo of Japan. TIiia 
|>kiiil in p\|ii'f 1 i‘i| In (vaomriH P ifKTaiioMN Ny 
Hip IiM qiMtOM d 
SiinnlUuM*niiKly Hu r\|iiiiiNioii ami 
iiiiilifuivHiPn d Ilk* PKislinu g;i|\';iiimM&! lim* 

^ iHMiig uiKli'dakii wiiii ipphniral liid^'linu 
rnaii StHiHIfurtfv of ftamv a(Hj A|a% 
Mamtrlhfrmir of l.K. Tlnx uouhl kmr ilii* 
invpsimi'niiiea pi*r lonnc ol Um* O^ilvaiiiriiu! 
iikini iMHi n*sul1 m >;iiviiig.N m 

ii(H*iTilHwii rnsLs In iHMilmri. j m*v nHigr nl 
iijj(p<l sIj'iH nIh'cIs «i(|i ijivprsc .iiifilic al.iiuu^ 
tMKikI Ir iiiini'liHiM 

Nip)H)n I)i7ini ls|nl in imM a siiut^Kfnl 
.NViHfiPSB of Uk’ Ix^l ;Aailcil)l< mlvanr inl 
in'hrK>lii$!M9 III kiiu Lu ihi' (*<>uri!r> iiiijinalivp 
priHliatMiairorming lo inu*rruKiaiial ^lantlartls 


© 
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Tourism at what 
cost? 

IS ullsei U> becunie 
another Sn l^nkn, TiuiiUnd 
(irMaUvstiH. K<>lhwin|2 the 
piiUcm ir) ihe three i'oim* 
tne$, the pearl uf (he Indian 
seas Ivis Neft wleclcd luf 
IXKisdn^ mtenuilioiuii five* 
star tnumni. While <iJI (lus is 
laudabk —India will eam.i 
ccMk'iiderahlr' anuiunt in fiire- 
l^^^ I xi'ha ive fears atv 
Ix’inij expressed th;i( lourisiii 
in (tiKi will thnveal the (iwi 
<if rhe reKinii Kividnhn^’al 
svsni'iii. 



Thi* miles (d while »;ind. 
lK*ael)es, quaint villatte dwell 
1118 $ and scrub vcxetatHKi will 
inevilablv liave (n make way 
(0 iikeef ilic demand;^ n( (hr 
Umnsm industry. I’he white, 
clean Ixaches. iu)l easily 
n callable m (he rest of (he 
wnrid. are a pnme source o( 
atlraclKtii for intenialiiaialas 
. well as domestic tuurisls. As 
many of Goa’ii ecc^ojty 
icroups p<Mnt out. what i$ 
beinK overlooked is die (act 
(hat <joan villagers, who 
understand the local ecosy¬ 
stem. have taken all mea¬ 
sures to preserve its iniegn- 
ty. The government would 
do well to preserve Goa s 
ecolofpca] heritage while 
laying out the m^structure 
and red carpet to the d<^r* 
nch foreigners. 


Brotherhood 

Trekkmg is not for adven¬ 
ture alone. ItcouMhelpin 
utiunal intr^gntion to<» Ten 
trekkers from VArinus states 


ODDSAND TRENDS 


in Indu revtm W undri 11 h 4( u 
hve*day walk .vriiss cht* 
HmuLiyas js |>irt oi ihi- 
Greai Nehru Tmil .\deergurt- 
IVcigianiiiH*. Tlieir iwii: lo 
pr<ifitoreDalMVil iiUi*iitr.itH>o 
Ihmughudventure. Ib'iiiga 
pnn of tiw Jawaharlal Neliru 
1 enteTLiry cek-liruik^ns. the 
t rek Cl nvrt t| a rfen :ini*e * •! 
kill thrcAiph «eveii(luttMsiil 
I h tar Prark'sh and I inn k Aal 
iTedesh. *1^* proxninnik* 
was extitiiiging lusi lurthi' 
liekkersaknw'. Hie village 
y*t»uth HI aH Ihi' seven ihs 
(nets wvrp iikVtihtHi m |h u 
VKimg bikiif'inig and kMlipng 
lu the trekkers SVhih 
tlw Sunil ( Hitt s ami i In > < I kui 
di a SiwkKirs lusx' luigged 
the* tnu-bidit with ilwir tHih' 
iKol pjOsarm. iIitm* unsung 
trekkers w'i>rk(*dt|UK'lh' to 
bring urbiHi .ind rural liKki 
vioner. 


Drenched 

heroines 



I 


I IN appilieiitly not tK* Sha* 
bniia Asniis or Ihe Si»la 
I'atils wlm leave a mat k nn 
the Western audierh'e bv 
their ewvlleirt pertonn- 
ances. It is tk* hkes ol Mjii* 
daluni and Sonain who «eviit 
to create tipples. According 


to /V lV.is/mu>rri(i fwr, Uw 
"drem hed Irxlun Ih’Phih* ' is 
|Ki h.i|»slhi krvifilhi*fiHK 
tneMig rg the (ilni iiNkjstrv' in 
Iridu! 

1 V |i.i|H*i (kviiiiss(*s lndi< 
.HI Idiiis .IN ;i ”k*iinuLi (Ivil 
works .1 n idk «i i ni h*s a 
I unfit h vM'ar .liter vearm 
wlwii goc«t will luiuiullv 
inuii|ih over evil .ind ihc* 
hcff) w ill get Ims gifi Siikv 
ilu’ie are no s anal n his. sign* 
fH'ani ( Iwigt’san* iiiiliki*lv in 
tiK' iwMr luiuri*. It's (mti iIh* 
LiiyH'sl pioduier ••t (ealare 
films m IIh* world (iskkiKnHv 
of tins report :uiri i Im>u,hh 1 Ks 
hi IK otfu e MM U'ss U ii niula ti i 
i’.iciiKiv.itet vrechtwhlx in 
tibiuiTv’k’s ahtoad 

No takers 


T 


lie repulat h a of Indu *s 
inti'iiulKinal can ler seems 


THIS INDIA 


• GUWAHATI* A bill used (0 m««‘ider>ng imo the Food 
Corporation godown end feesbog on Vw wheel AiiOt, 
recently eeuntered over to the heed cierk'e desk and 
devouied some unponent papers. Among them wtsa bank 
dmfl of Rs34,200tor (TOquintaleof wheM~rhe Ttm»$oi 
IffdH (0 J P«ro. Bhubaneswar) 

# RAIPUR: Viiey Son, a reaidenl of GMai who wented his 
wife to go throi^ an ton pentthe, a now behind bara. 
Apparently. Vijay had gor>e out of Bhhai for a week After 
hie return, when he heard reoona that unknown persons 
had viSfted hrs wife, he doused her m kerosene VVhrie tvs 
wde resisted Ne a tiemp ta to AunoWa her. bystandare 
ifriomiad the poaca 77ia rafa gn pP (P.C. Sinha. Calcutta) 

a TIRUCHI: A lempia prieei wo not allowed to perform hit 
daily pufi at o>a toe* temgia Decauae he nao Dean abroad. 
After Ms return to die obunCry from CaWonSa. USA. Via 
temple auVionMa reportedly obiedtad to hm reavmmg 
duty, as he had got 'poNutad* by croa ei ng the »aa. Iha 
priest wsM to namatwafinw had a holy dip in Vie sea. and 
nae now akan up Na duMa--MdiaR Expraes (C.S. 
Logenmn. CoimbMorat 

iWHeWM 


fn lx- .it Ni.ik'*. Ill, ink>• t>» (hr 
UMtHim AltlllHk* n! iK 

engin>*(*rjiig sintf, oiniosi Mi 
lripi> IvkI (n hi' I'.iiici'llrd in 
IIkiII J iiMiiilh s liiiic 
nveiiify. With .nusiiiiKiiril 
kiss of k» 7aori*s in this 
kIkiti pvriitd, (he pioN|H*('t:> 
<if A-l iloikX siTiti lo Im' verv 
hnglit. The ;\'I entnni'iTs 
Nniixrlu* nKin.ig 4 *inc'nt 
liir piNir pUhning ,iiKl i esclu*' 
dulingufiiirct .ill. 

Ui‘ Km IIIN It iiirfy. It le* 

iiMuis In he 1.1vti how A*J 

11 Mkl'N .1 !*IK'CI"‘S nf 11 S IH'W 

winivi s<')K*(luk' U'xiiiiiiiig 
this iiKiiUh. the 11(1 c.ini}>;iigTi 
of ilN 'Smairri s’ lligliKnot 
withsi.ouluig. 


Plugging in 

l( (iikeHoniv.iliUlrhii of 

vnt(T|HI«t* lodMkt* Itic Ik*sI 
ol (Ih* i*k*i (tome cfri. Kcivnt' 
ly. ri Nuknits of KtumiMiii 
U Iwi nn i I uj.ii. il vi*<*i I* *<11111 
iH'd lo SIX' ,1 hxiil pnlitK 1.111 
iippiIt < HI ilic I r I elev inh u i 
Stis, wlH IllhcV WlTl'.H lUUJ' 



ly woitirig for j Hindi film. 

Th»* Irudet, wearing u tflHtii 
nnd it i rHtxiht cap. even dr*li* 
veredd Ifi*minute’lei lure 
ornither ii story of si«lf« 
aggrandisemeni — aixl 
appeuk'd lo the view ers to 
vole for him in the niuninpiil- 
itv elections. 

The candidaic hit upon the 
iden of vwKHng the voter s by ' 
making use of h di*ih amenna 
and a pre-recorded videti 
cassette of his speech 
InleresUngiy. lbs 
candidate emerged 
inumpliont in the civk* polU. 
while ills rivala cursed them- 
selves for m cashing in tm 
the 1’V and vidar> btkrfh. 


cw 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 13 NOVEMBER 196dBY AMRITLAL 


^ ARKS \7^ AprtI) 

^ jhK.M) erf you Tt>ef« 

wiff f>L' pfCnjruSkS on a^i 
^KStSj fronts provi(k *0 you rnake 
use of ^vcry <f)Dotiur>itv tna( comas youf 
way Those* <n ba'vicc well wn ihe praisa ol 
seniors There aie chances Of wiryjlaei 
gipns thpouoh a icire/y A secret essooa* 
tion will prove Melplul 
Good «ont; 13. 16 and 19 
Laeky numbers; 2 3 and 5 
FevouriMi dfrodloo; Souin 


LfO (21 Mf-79 Aifvct) 
^Ol) ^ week lor love and ro 
mance Those m love can 
^ slad in)nluf>9 aboul rnar- 
ThOM yet 10 ItfiO Iho 
r>9M person writ not have lo wM k>r (onq 
Fo* ihoee in service, a promonon is m the 
offing However, avoid arguments wilfi 
vourempiover Do noi negieci yovr neann 
Avoid honowmg money 
Gaed dalas: I7, i$ and 19 
lotfV aambom; i. 3 wid 6 
Fove»rab4 diraettea: Nonh-wesi 


B $A$ITTAHIUI (21 Novtm- 
bar— 20 Dacamberl Cour* 
ago. fohiUide and faith will 
help you solve most of your 
problems ihis week. Those 
in service are hicety to receive t^ansler 
orders However, wait tor a lerier Detore 
you take an impodani decision This >% a 
good week for romance So go right ahead 
it have any mamage plana 
^ Good dMi; 16. 17 and 18 
Lsedy neiitin: 3. 4 arv3 5 
I Faveefabfa dlrasPM: South<easl 


^•_v > 1 TAURUS 121 AdflU-29 May) 
This Will bo a week of good 
foriune A very good 1»me 
L^af IP undertake nsky ven* 

ioNMEi lures, so lorge ahead with 

youi plans Then' might be some changes 
in your persoi'ii Hfe. you inav have to 
change your pK r.e ol residence Your good 
lortune may induce you to be extravagant, 
bui check such a tendency 
Oaod dales; t4. I5 anc 16 
Lucky numbsrs: t. $ and 7 
Feveurtbls dltsellen; No<th*easi 


(21 Atfllll—21 
Se y i aa ibirl Your hraiin 
ley T' rTHght caus • anxiety du« ing 
the course of the week, so 
dW be careful The domestic 
Ironi wtu reman paKeful ii will be a hectic 
week ol sociaksing Friends and reialives 
WIN visii you reguia^ Avu*d gambwig and 
do not be impu(sive> Those m the mdciarv 
wd make steady progress 
Good daMs; i3. 14 and 17 
Usty nemban: 3. S and 7 
fasoiraMe dkaettae: East 


d5^ lV CARRICOFM (21 Oacanfrar— 

1 n Aaiwaryl This, 

tftj untonvnately, IS not a very 

good week for you If you 
are in aarvici* . ou must be 
extra cauhous not lo displease your am* 

ptoyar. Businessmen ire advised tc pay 
itiarKton io the mmutasi ot details You 
would do well to seek the advice of inands 
and relatives Taka care of your health 
Goad dslas* ie. I6 and 19 
Lacky aamben: 7 8 and 9 
Tsvoarable diraatien: North 


0 GEMINI (21 May—26 Mm) | 
A very qM week iirvanciai | 
ly You wilt gel several 
opportunities to increase I 
your income However. M 
wouM be batter lor you to conauti your 
elders telors taking any decisions Check 
extravagance Avoid quarrels with loved 
ones. Tske care ol your health ARhough 
the time ift auspicious for marriage, you 
sru advised to exercise caution. 

Good dilat; tS. it and i9 
Uckf huihMrt. 4, 8 anj 9 
Faveeribts dtridlea: West 


B lum ( 2 l leatambar— 2 t 

Ortlbif^ This week reia* 
lives wdl piove particularly 
helpful They will assist you 
n your work and sea that 
you succeed attne end <4 it aa a word of 
caution much as a reUtive might help you. 
a nevrly acquired friendship mtghi reauU in 
incalculable losses So. take (he advee ot 
elders msiead ol that ol new friends Do not 
take anyth ng lor granted 
Geed dMM: 1 S. 16 and U 
Udy i—bsri: 4, 6 yid 8 
fivemble dIfseWaa: West 


A0UARIU6 (21 4ineary-20 
Nbreiry) This may 

cf injTj J to be a tairly gooo 

week provided you take the 
I necessary precautions Be 
on your guard, friends are oui io deceive 
you Do not lake any important decisions 
This IS rio\ a good week for romance either, 
SO do nof be in a hurry to develop a new 
iner>dsh<p with someone of the opposite 
sex 

Geed dates. 14, 17 and 16 
LiiQby nuinberS: 1 2 a'*>o 4 
FavseraHa dirscllee: West 


CANCER (21 Jues—26 Alyl 
This will be a good week 
provided you rely on your 
intuitions An ideal hme for 
making progress m your 
career, so forge ahead with your plans 
Watch oul tor Sudden bursts ol temper, 
which can rum the good work that you have 
been putting m vpu mighi have to under¬ 
take a loumev towards the end of the week 
Your work will keep you busy 
Geed daiis: 14, 16 and i8 
Lu^ fumbifi; 3. 6 and 9 
FivmifibM dlrteOen: South-west 


a SCORPIO (21 Oriibar-^ 
HmiaNr) Thts is a week 
of steady and occnsronaly 
rapid progress A promo¬ 
tion i$ riot aiiogeiher im< 
pOSSAile FmanoaHy. this is a br^l week 
loo You are hkply lo gam edhei through 
properly or xisurance pokc>es. A very good 
lime for romance, bui you wM have to 
depend on your aMiy lo be petrenf and 
undersiandmg 
G«d dMn: 14. 15 and 16 
ladry MMberr 5. 7 and 9 
FeveariMe dlrasOea: Souih 


B r\ PISCES (21 Ftbruary—20 
March) A pleasant week 
A lies ahead of you Apeauii- 
^ lul, new friendship wilt de- 
^ velop and may uRimatefy 
lead to romance '^curig people will have a 
hectic time, there will be parties and 
invitations. The fmancasl front does not 
appear to be particularly bright. Do nof 
worry aboul le^ matiAfS A tetter at the 
end of the week will brmg you good news 
Gbbd Utts: 19. 16 and 18 
Laeky numbers: 2. 6 and 9 
FavMrabIs dfrecMe: South 


Star PartMTs: Tauni'tfG 


X The laziness and siubbomnasa of lha Taurus man may put off the vibrant i.ee woman Moreover, he can be mordihaieiy 
'* jealous The Lee woman should be pedant wtth me Taurus man. and he. bemp basically >eving. will soon mend hia 
, wtys 
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RANDOM NOl’KS 



A face in the 
crowd 


T hcrr* were uuiny cteH(:lki< 
ed fliers ;tl Ihc C<mi^s 
sdJ's ht'iidqiiarters in 
ras on Ul October. Ilie stale 
unit of th«* parry had learnt* 
that k«ijkv (iondhi had asked 
TNI^CCtl) chief U.K. 
M<Kipjinar to lead the Hariunt 
march into NatlKlw.ira Tern* 
pic in Kajasihan, whK’h t«Mik 
place ihc' lollowiii>! day 0 
November) The HCCth 
Keneral secretary. ‘rindiva- 
mini Kamaniurthy. even 
circulated a hdtuloul to tlie 
rnedin lioasimg thiit rhft was 
itot onlv a Ereilt bf>nour lor 
the state lariy presidciU hui 

also tin etUitc slate tint. 

CiHiie 1 Noscriibc*!. and , 
Iherr K|nrits Ivid dampened 
ctMisidcrablv. Fur it was the 
Kapisihan chief mmisctr. 
Shiv CJiarun Miithur. wIhi led 
the march. M«K)p<in<ir rele* 
SBied It) bciME just another 
face in ihe crowd. And to 
make things worse. Ibe fndi- 
an ICspivss pubbshed a pu* 
tun trf the march m which 


Muc^nar's bee «ra$ enor* 
cled to show that hr was way 
Iwck in the crowd. 

The emharraunicm <if it 
all wasn’t the unly Ihing that 
worried Moupanar and (he 
state unit. The Dravida Mun* 
rk'lM Kazhafctm (DMK^ lias 
been spariAE nu eflon lately 
to make otA lhal the Con* 
EresstI) is oppiised to Ihe 
inieresis of the Hanjans. 

With the ekctiow m the 
stair ikhedulcd lor January, 
n wiadri have tkxHr llw pai 
ty’s siandiiiE wHh Iht* Han 
pins a world of tto«d if 
M<a>paiiar was acrorded a 
pkne m tlx* froM. 

Thackeray’s 

tirade 


S umc w<ird» lA wisdom 
ii<*in the Shiv Sena’s 

iKerbic supremo. Hal 1'hack* 
eray. His larEvt: chwlmniv 
tei Pawar. The occasinn; 
V’be Tirjw.s uf /ndki’s Hympo* 
smm In a'le^aie ft$ 15ft 
venrs. 1'hi* subfeci for dis* 
CUPAHKV ihimbay m the next 
150 years’. 

"Why should he (I'dwar) 
have* funny ideas about 
, brioRinE itxmcy fn»n 
abroad for scUmRup 
casinos? L«i kai«) 




Khatri <thi* irutkii kuiE) lun 
the casinos. What n a ruv* 
emnivni Wtierv after al a 
form ul Rami4mR? Better, 
let some retired or current 
(wr) politicwn nut l he rasmos 
because they know how to 
Ramblr." 

Studied sHence 


G um rat duel minister 
Amarsmh Chaudhary 
may have overcome 
allentpis to have him re* 
pfeK-ed but he IS St lU very 
sensitive about dispieaiinR 
some of hi$ detractors* 
IwiiHularly tinum nimsirr 
land former CM of the sUle) 
Madhavsiith SuUnki. H<iw 
else does one explain his 
marked stlcnt'e over an inci* 
dent mvulvmR a woman )our* 
nabs!, once a minifter in 
bohmkis Cabuie* and still 
very closv to tuni? 

Kisvmty. a RToup Ilf anRry. 
women kd by the 'lady' m 
questam entered tne house 
of Uk’ GandhmaRar con’es* 
pondent ul a tiupraU eventn- 
**er. Kishun; Arcana, beat 
. Jwn up and threatened 
hisfanaly. Appaiently. 
what enniRed ibe 
women was An* 
jaru's trequent 
dispak'hes 


aUcROiE tlui a ciM^xTuiive 
barik run by them was dis* 
bursbiR k>ans in uii irrvRUlar 
fasltkin; Sobnki's l<Kjv*lnend 
'» tlX' chiiirperson uf the 
bank. Despite this con* 
troversial episode beinR 
ItaRltliRliied in thi* loi al news* 
papers, Chaudhary has 
shruRRi'd off from conunent* 
iru; un jl. 


In focus 


G tU^ss m'IhcI) pi till li t! Ii 
ipiu in HiImi has Iks<ii 
rlH* tiNlls lit Dr* ilMXiniUlIt 
nuiiilK'i "I piHiioRi'apiK'is on. 
on A particular ov'caskm? The 

IvitvHn RiM not lo Mul* 
iiiuImii SioIm. Inn sixie Im* 
in,rn i«*»niMM> dexelopnK'Mt 
niinisii'i. ViE(*ndta JIm. 
keivnih, u heii Jli.i w«is 



nuiirRiiniitiiR the Naltona! 
WofksiBip and Conference 
oo IlioioRTHiihy, organised 
bs tin* hiHui Inlerninioniil 
J*hii1i.EfjipfiK' Council, 4 ^«» 
caiiHTAs were s»millHm'ous« 
ly ir,lined on him. As Hviio 
RHipheis from liidin uixl 
iinRhixjurinE counines vied 
to ilRHii Ik* ministrr Irom on 
intert-siinE jioide. Jha Ixisked 
m tlx* tideniMMi. 

At jTiotlier luniiion oiru* 
nisi d f>v his deiKirliiK'ni. JIki 
sat tHi a r;iiM'd phiifiiim hand* 
mR ntir ai>iMHmm<'n( k iters 
lo laH»|h*.‘t( lo t N hki' a 

o*.ni;. I .IM I :i *t) R Kix j, •,* i.iuu 3. 

^^v U’aIjus. wfvi hill] Ih cd 
si'kxtcsl <in the basis of 

mt'in. were fi^cwl to ro lu 
the dais when their names 
were called out and accept 
tK* leller. with folded hands. 
NaiunBy, they fdt miulted.s 






DELHI DIARY 


O.e. NI2AMUD0/N 




Liberalisation, 
p0»nosi and 
fouLuo 


dm Sfintikdr Aujr is 
IjHck Ilk IdVkIUI (hic> 
' ri'^iHori fot Ilk' irri'pri'ssilih* 
lorc'ijjn s<'rvht’ iiffutTV urn}* 
c*h;K'k IS ih<iUKhl to l>e 
Alvar's ris'i^iillv rtiMi'hHK-d 
liiu* III Nolf il<’|>i rt"iljn){ 

hii/niAir ii|i|*'iioniit. hiiiiiil* 
ity (when MkU|jlrrl with wu) 
e<»(<s ihkwti wHl wilh llif rM. 

A iUireiU Aiyaiisin: 

"111 this it<)venum*i>l, t 1 is 
nil d t^uestiikii <d laritfuiitfi'. If 
Miiiuy (MonU'k Nit^i Ahlu- 
W4(iA) (kv'i MvijethiiiK. it's 
rullHl liUraliK-iiMin . Si Uopi 
«!.K Ariirni (kivs ii. tlu*n 
ir's i klli'il ‘Mlnsnnst\ And if I 
<jn ll. llx n H's idllrtl A 'kwl 
up.' 



AIjrtr. AhtwreVa aA4 Aroft* • 


Trouble'Shooter 

i f there's (me ConfEreHiunaA 
who can talk the lanituaRe 
(if the fanners, it us l^ivsh 
]*il(it. the UrwiD minister uf 
stale kir surface iranspori. 
Ke^vntly ht* played n key rote 
in iicKutiaiinji with Tikail and 




eef Hnegege 

Company to end Ihetr agha* 
UOA on the lawns <i the Hnat 
Ckib. lA'Spite the overtures, 
the messaati of the farmers 
reAtted to partKipate in i$- 
iussems with the jcovem- 
mem. It was unlv after he 
met hkit that there was 
some headway. In fact, 
I'Aait was all praise Ug Pilot: 
’ 7 *uhr ek hai JO nuan ftaai 
JyVra Aar, ru maara Jca^im 
Aarwvi A«a f You only can Kel 
our work done).' 


The Nehnis 

I s n unie for al the Nehrus 
to ('i«nr toKctheri' Arun 
Nehni stims to think so 
AccordinK lo Katiy there 
haw been endless owriures 
from Race Course Koad. 
Has, hwwver, seems un¬ 
likely in the ludit flf Rayv'b 
snet'rwK reference to hmi in 
this week's cover story. 

Much more Idcely ts a re- 
CdCinhation with Menaka, the 
lady who Wees beards. Whsle 
Kajiv 9\ra&s confimunit thal 
Akbar 'Dumpy' Ahmed, the I 
other Mrs Gandhi's chief , 
sdekicfc, has been nepoUai | 
biK With N.D. Tiwan lor 
rc-«3)tr> into the Conitress, 
he does not deny it either. 

The argiimeiH is as fol¬ 
lows: the Conjcress is kisinfi 
the women and the Mustans 
in UP, A touchinft recondtu- 
inn with Menala wiH help 
win back dte female voicra 
while Dumpy wd get the 
Muslim vote. 



I 

Trading places 

R eports that high-flying 
socialite Dma (iapipathi 
Raju (wdc of the Telugu 
Desam MP) is set to replace 
Mohammed Yunus as the 
Trade Pair Authoniy o( India 
(TFAll chief have sparked 
off endless discussions 
among us empk^yees. All ulk 
at the Authority, which 
Yunus has long run like a 
private empire, revolves 
around whether and when 
the enmety lady—who has 
established her own equation 
with Ihe Prime Minister— 
will lake over. 

However, some uf them 
(eel thai the reports would 
have been more credible had 
(hey come sometime back. 
Ms GajapaUn Raju, who as 
director had her own office in 
TFAI sprembes, was a very 
visible presence until a few 
days ago. More visi^. they 
say, than the enormous sign 
outside her office declaring 
that cigarette smoking is in¬ 
jurious to health. But lately, 
the sign has t^i^ared and 
with K the sixsalite mid her 
paraj^iernalia. 

But given her standing 
with the Prime Minister, no 
one ifi prepared in ruk out 
the possibility of her taking 
over. Says an employee: 
"Peihaps, she has mo^ out 
tempoi^y to move back 
into a bigger office." Only 
time and the Piinic Minister 
can lelLi 











Nothing can touch except the glance C3f envy. 

When admifauon t<*ei on the colour oi envy and hands tighten around oOjeccs 
Chat can t>e hurled, may be once agatn there's a new ONPOA on me horizon 

Yes. the new' ONPDA is here with the bewitching ‘Cube •look f Magic of lechnoiogy 
caocured within a fuiiv mouldetl exquisite cabinet and an exotic Wade tube Devilish oood looks, with 
toaMiTAc <(inhfiu Th^ r^Arh nf rhe rim« Yen ir has evervfhino ooised at vour nnoeftiDS wailinq 


caocured witnin a ruiiv mouioea exquisite cawlet ana an exwit moj. • 

features slightly bejoiW the reach of the times Yei it has everything poised at your fingeftips waning 

for action Pefore you unleash it aPtdon’t forgw. Envy ware at the wings. So. heed this otd 

word of wisdom Love thv neionbouf. but ouard Chv ONICW. 


word of wisdom Love thy nei 


?you uf 
ghbouf. 


but guard thy ONK 


ONKA. Neighbours envy Owner's pride. 
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fiajaj auto ltd you just can’t beat a Bajaj 
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LETTERS 


accept reiponal fOm in order 
to b^ocne the unduputed 
quetfl Indan cmema. 


Evergreen Rekhe 

R vkha indeed deserved tu 
be <w the cover of 
masazine because she is (he 
only heroine in Jndia/i enema 
who has maiuKed to remain 
at the top for almost two 
dec^a. Her succeaa bea in 
the fact that she has proved 
her worth in both convnercial 
films as we9 as in art enema, 
(n her interview the aclreaa 
states that she « even wiflnK 
to play AmiUbh Bachdun ’s 
mother. Now» which other 
actreaa will have the courage 
to come up with such s bold 
statement? 

The present breed of 
bare-alt» dare-all heroines 
couM well team a lesson or 
two from her. It is lime this 
brilliant acircsa begins to 


• She is undoubtedly a 
beautiful and talented ac¬ 
tress. While none can ques¬ 
tion her greatness, what one 
finis to understand is yijur 
magazine's decision to de¬ 
vote so many pages to her. 
Surely there are any number 
of film magazines to do jus- 
bee to Rekha? 


• Two decades in the fitm 
industry and stdi going 
strong. UisceruMy no 
mean adaevement. My coo* 
gratulations to Kekha, the 
evergreen heroine. She has 
indeed come a long way from 
the overweight actress in 
Saaww? fihaadon to the 
svelte beauty m Khoon Bhsri 
Msvig. Three cheers to her! 




* Did your magazine run out 
of ideas for a cover story? I 
have been reading Sunday 
far the last sd yean and am 
(fasmayed to ffaid that it is 
gradually turning into a fim 
magazine. We are certainly 
not interested m knowing 
whether she has remamed at 
the top for 15yean oris 
willing to pfay Amiiabh Bach- 
chan’s mother. Mease refrain 
from putting out such cover 
stones m future. 


but Gemin Ganesan’s 
daughter has proved tlw m- 
dustiy pundits wrong by 
reigna^ supr^ne. Even 
Sndevi poses no challenge to 
Rekha’s position. Her roles 
m Khubioorat. Ghar. Mu- 
padebr Ka Sikandar, Uimo 
Jaan. MrSatwarUL Khoai 
Bhan Mamg and Riwi Ho To 
A/si have proved again and 
again that she is an actress 
beyond compare. Of course, 
Amitabh Bachchan has been 
re^onsibie lor her transition 
from the irresponsible 

herome ofher early films to a 
national award wimer Her 
only failure has been in her 
domestklde. 

A ^ ^-- ■ ■ ^ 



■ Actress Rekha ts indeed a 
great sumvir. She has sKig* 
ged h out for more than 15 
years in the dog-eat-dog 
world of the Bombay film 
industry. She is the only 
actress who can carry a film 
entirety on her own. The fact 
that fifans like A*Aocv> Bhan 
Maa/ig and fimi Ho To Aisi 
have succeeded proves 
beyond doubt that Kekha is 
sol the darkng of rraUnns m 
India. She has a unque blend 
of talent and beauty which is 
rare among today's actres* 
ses. Kavishaig Kekha on the 
SuNi »Av cover just knocked 
my breath away! 
tL caMmmtd 




Just a peasant 

T i>e article on Devi Lai 
was insptnng (Portrait of 
a peasant as poitkian, lA— 
24 Sept em bCT). Even m old¬ 
er we s t er n democracies a 
peasant has never been able 
to readi great heights in his 
political career. 

Hard woi^ tenacity of 
purpose and a love fo' rural 
(de stand out in the personal¬ 
ity of Devi UL Despite his 
affluence and proqi^y. he 
has devoted )is tine and 
energy for society’s cause 
In way he hK risen to 

the ranks of great leaders 
Bee Bal Ganpdhv TUik. 

C. R. Usi and MotAB Nehru. 


m 


Dwrt Lai: iwaploiwiolac 

w The Haryana chief minister 
is miffed b^ause he is not 
regarded as a national leader, 
while some others who lost 
m the elertion^ are 
cunsidered as such. 
According to I )evt Lai. Indira 
Gandhi should not be 
considered a national leader 
because she lost the 1977 
elections. 1'he word 
megakimanui has been aptly 
used for the peasant leader. 
He seems to be helping Kajiv 
Gandhi by his frequent 
outbursts and false 
aBcgatkms. Alas. Devi Lai 
has remained a peasant. 
aw.iWH^JlMcMrMerJ 



Atham 

demoeracy 

A propos the report 

fVerse or v>vf$e? 16— 
22 October), the govern¬ 
ment by banning Salman 
Rushdie's book, has struck a 
blow to Indian democracy. 
The ban is yet another inst¬ 
ance of the government's 
relucUnce to confront the 
fundamentabsts. The ex¬ 
cuses that have been offered 
by the government in sup¬ 
port of the ban are hardly 
inedible. Syed Shahabuddin 
would have done wd to read 
the hook before oiucising it 
In most cfvibsed countries, 
governments aOow the eru¬ 
dites to go through such 
books before banting them. 
A writer shoiAd always be 
given a chance to defend his 
work. Only then should (he 
fate of s be decided. 

The Indian goverrunent m 
this caM haa showed only a 
aectkn of the Indian com- 











OtAdhi: 

Une Rinv Gandhi ifues 
abriiad. Wchs c4 nipees hi 
U •rtigr* cxchaflfte are spent m 
lelecasimK tfucerjus 14 his 
viHtft. Whn ts tnim'&led in 
ftet'uiK the 1*M and Ihh wde 
8 ippinj 2 lea with the (nx 
b^'he^'a or Kapv (iantBa 
beinchuisp'd by Kidel 

MTAafari*. CaiMfCe'IIM 

r>l w has brmnie 
a puppet m the hands i4 the 
Cfltisreud). 1V party ts 
UMIK the television as a pam* 
phlet to spread its politick 
message. As n rtiih we are 
Ketl ing an overdose <*( ruling 
party affairs than hard news. 


fOiiniii 

•M rv . i;v« CaMM 

Olympian 

disappointniaftt 

I fuBy endorse (he views of 
the coluninisl (BjUne. 9— 
15 October). India's dismal 
performance at (he Seoul 
Olyn^acs has once agam die* 
appisnted sports lovers in 


fPmn tm Arun Nehru. v.P. ftrtflh 
ana Artf Mehemfiwd Khan 
The Jan Murcha is no threat 
10 the party at the Centre 
though the Opposium lead* 
eri appear to think so. What 
is neeM is the indusinn of 
the BJK the RSS and the 
Shiv Sena to make the parly 
a strong one. V.P. Sin^ and 
bevi canno* make s dent 
in the party at the Centre. 


MitguMIng th« 


T he cover story was in 
tereacing (The gaM o 
hur. 9—15 October). Tlv 
gang seems to have rnade 
Ripv Gandhi take the coui 
try along the ivrong path. 
Ucme of the decisions of tl 
group are based on the po 
tar sentiments of the parti 


SI The ban on Sabnan Rmh* 
die's book seems to be work' 
ing more against the ^em* 
ment than on the aut^. 
Thanks to the government's 
inept handling of the sttua* 
tioa the book has aroused a 
greater interest among the 


munity to express its views. 
What must people have faded 
to realise is that the work is a 
mere work of fiction and has 
not King to do with (slam and 
its Prophet. Hy banning the 
bo<ik. the government has 
done great injustice tu a wri* 
ter of Rushdie's repute. 

(WstMsn t tli 

9 Salman Rushd>e appears to 
be a very naive writer, lie 
has chosen a provKative 
theme for his btest novel. If 
at all Rushdie had wanted to 
make a dent in the Islanuc 
religion, he has foiled i laser* 
ably, (hir rebgioftiii scientific 
andraiirmal. Uhashisioncal 
referenceK and hgkal infer* 
enre^ lo Huppiirt it. Moreuv* 


ei. Islam is not a religion of 
sh<*er beliefs, dogmas or 
ntiiais. It is u enniptete code 
olhfe. According lo Rushdie, 
the Pr<jphei could not dis* 
tinguish between the devil 
and the angel. Itiis inference 
IS totally wrong. It was a 
novel experience fur LSe 
Prophet who was a human 
being, and was very much 
awed when he met the angd 
for the first time. Ihs natu* 
ral reaction of the Prophet 
itself speaks volumes about 
(he aedit^iy of his prophet- 
hood. The authev d 77ie 
Satanic Venes has failed to 
understand this. 


our country. What was t,eaHv 
shocking was the perform¬ 
ance of P.T. I isha I'urso 
called sprint queen. I hi* per 
forrnance of Indians in every 
sport left much to be de* 
sired. What are (lie fai1<irs 
responsible for India's ditxiMl 
performance P It i$ lime nur 
sports bodies andorganixa 
lions sat up and took notice. 

gfiaefia w * SAeAAif, M eerut 
WnerAadeeA/ 

Not w lethal 

T he report made gixid 
reading (To be f>r nr>/ rc> 
be. I(^22 October), If (he 
Jan Morcha ia to pursue 
naiKMuil unity and Integra* 
U(>n. then its from -ranking 
leaders must resolve their 
differences and a new party 
with a new name formed. 


“ 

AvillaM By Poet (Intand) 

Ra 26? lor a y«M (5? «Ma}: As 50i lor 2 yovt 
(tCMimts) 

An annual sovmg M Ra 90 on ow r>«wMiaM pdM 
Poat^lraa 


people than il would other¬ 
wise have. 


A puppet 
medium 


T he way I kairdarshan 
handk'dIheOlyniptc 
coverage left no doubt about 
the geiienl feekiig that il is 
nothing but a propaganda 
machine fix the party at (he 
Centre (The rmtAurri r» (fie 
mess, m* 221 Mohrr). 
Whde 120 countries iek*idiM 
abnost fii’e hours of i he 
wexid’s btggesl Kpeclacle. 
we had to be conteiM with m 
hcAir of badly put togelher 
hudikghts and live telecasts 
of the hockey matches, m 
which the Indian (eani was 
nvanably humbled. 

Lack 4jf funds cannot be 
used a» an excuse by the 
government, since Doordar* 
shan IS making crores. Bach 


Lord MV6 the 
people 


i t4.(XIUpeoplrve killed 
every year in Hihv. and 
5iMi-odd women raped. A is 
only because our politicians 
are busy punislwig hunesi 
bureaucrats, while allowing 
their foUowers lo loot (ht 
pixx {Muiihnu the 
Uireswntcv. }*> 22CMo* 
berl. Only b>rd Krishna an 
ihiw save the people 
Abwm aiMh*. Mm 











M.J.AKBAR 



liireRKnian. n« dues not ml agBintt the Congreee 
party. In foci, for a long time hit whote tptne wie 
Ui lakt* over the Con^'ese. not to defeat rt: it 
was only when he foiled to persuade Congress- 
men to defect in large enough numbers to make 
tiini a credible leader that he wrapped up the jan 
Mnn ha xnd decided to become an Opposjtnn 
slalwiiri un the shoidders of Devi Lai (whose 
sons, incidentally, have converted Haryana into 
<1 poi’kvt (xirtHigh- but obviously Mr Singh 
cannot afford to find anything corrupt bi Om 
lhakash Chauthala's nusdeedsi, V.P. Sinjd) has 
nothing to offer >n terms of pohdet ^ solutiona 
to critical problems like Pur^. In fact, he has 
nothing U) offer even on comparatively minor 
problenis Hke the ban on the Salman Rushdv 
book. He prefers prevarication or adence when 
questioned about anything at press conferences. 
Wthiess his iwrfcmnance when asked about the 
ban un 77k? Satanic Verses. He would not 
support Xht ban, and neither would he oppose rt 
But there *b o( course one su^t on which a 
histi^c eloquence seeps out. Not com^ptloa 
Just Rafiv Gajxfiiis corruption. But even foa 
closest comrades had begun to realise that after 
a vdiile this random firing in the air begns .to pell: 
vou have to produce some ^leciftc evidence. Of 
course. V.P. Singh has been promising to do just 
this ever since he declared his vran we have afl 
been waiting for. the tomorrow when the dranat* 
tic proof uritl come pouring out exposing Rajiv 


The chat^ of the lie 

brigade 


N oveniher A. Patna. This was obviously 
biUcd tu be the great denouemern. For 
NKirc' than a yeat now Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
hsK building s national movement agahsi 
one man, Hijiv Oandlx. on the premise that te ii 
c<in jpt. that be has taken mon^ in the Bofort 
deal. Just about everyune has investigsied the 
charge: those hostile In the gnvenvnefU, thuse 
friendly to Uie govenvnent, and of course even 
tlx»8e within the government (not just minslera. 
or ex-rninistei who tuined the Joint ParSamen* 
tary Committifc. but also agencies like the CBI). 
Nu one has knmd any pnvif that Rajiv Gandhi is 
personally involved, but that of course has not 
prevented V, P. Singh from making thia specific 
charge from every plat form. In foci, Che corrup¬ 
tion clsarge against Kajiv Gandhi has been both 
the^ esRvncc and the sum total of V.P, Singh’s 
politics. No one else Is corrupt as for as he is 
concerned; not Anin Nehni, not N.T. Rama 
Rao. not Devi Ul—nnC even any other Con* 


Gandhi u another Marcos, and forcing him out 
of office to the thunderous chgc^ of a grateM 
nation. And thus to 4 NgrWwr in Pstna, 
There, at kmg last, (he ptaAlPmused proof 
was to be toU to the oMPk* * 

V. P. Singh has also^MMe a bit of a dramatK 
actor. There was rxi shorage of hist rionics while 
making his “revelatjon". He took out lui pocket 
computer, and waving ^.announced dramAfcaUy 
that al the evidence to nail K|jiv GkdN^e 
lying inside (hat confer. Then pfibiic 

his charge. Rajiv Gan^. he dpcNMl bad a 
Swiss bank account d his own. a personal 
account. And he toU the worid llie number of 
tius account; PU 99921. This Kcount, he said, 
was in the codename Lotus. See the connecikx)? 
Kajiv means lotus in Sanskrit, which is why Rajiv 
Gandhi kept his secret account in that name. As 
much as Rs S crores had been ^id from the 
Bo^ kickbacks, he saxi, into this Kcount of 
the Prune Mnster of India. 


1 












Svcnslm had entered into in igreemuni wiih 
Bofors fur 3 cocncnissice on all 4 mi$ ciaitracts 
with India in October 1^7$. A$ readers will 
recall. Gandhi was not the Pnme Minister 
of India in Odober 1978. Morar^ Desat was the 
Prime Minister, and the jaiuta was in power. So 
Svenska’s account number in a Swiss bank could 
har^y be a for Rajiv Gandhi. 

For once the jEovemment and the Conijresa 
party reacted with force and speed. Four senior 
minisiers of the Uiwn jEovemment. P.V. Nara* 
simha Kao, S.B. Chavan, KX. I^ani andP. Shiv 
^sankar, issued a statement exposintfthe easily 
apparent inaccuracies in V.P. Sin0) 'sallefEations. 
and dannjt him 10 either prove his charite that 
the Prime Minster Iiad a Swiss bank account or 
keep fw prumise and retire f.tHii politics. 
Everyune understood how hi^Eh the stakes tvere. 
Obvioualy.tf it could be proved that Rajiv Gandhi 
had a Swiss Unk account, then he would have to 
reaiRn. But they dared V.P. Sinffh lo do just 
that. This challenge was followed by other aemor 
iTwssters and Conjtrexs leaders: Buin Singh, 
Vaunt Sathe. cr ai. Obviously they were 
encouriK^ by their knowledge that they had 
fifttOy caujEht out V.J\ Singh; that he was saying 
something so <>bviuu»ly faUc that there was nu 
chance of him being aMe to meet this challenge, 
Till the moment uf writing at least V,P, Singh 
has provided w answer, NaturaSy. he has been 
spouting steam, indulging in his livid prose. But 
there has been no answer to t1« challenge. But 
of course he wil not uy tital he has nu answer. 
He says he wd) provide mure evidence. Hut it is 
aO the more shucking that he is willing to 
withhold evidence if he has it. For, as far as Ian4 
I bebeve.mnsi other [ndiaiLH are concerned, if 
anyone can prove that Rajiv Gandhi has a Swiss 
bank account .then Rajiv (>andhi should be asked 
to leave ufhee forthwith, tins very moment. This 
is betrayal. Why should V.l'. Singh allow Rajiv 
Gandhi to stay even an extra nxvnent in ufRce if 
he has proof of the Prime Minister's Swiss bank 
account? What is he now so quiet about after all 
those dramatK accusations in Patna and 
Lucknow? 

Or. is it that V, P. Singh was only dresung up a 
be an histrionics and hoping to bluff the nation 
into believing him.’ On las part Rajiv Gandhi has 
said as categorically as can be said that he has no 
foreign bank accoimt. in Switzerland or any* 
where else. That is sinq)le enough and straight 
enough as a reply. Will V.P. Singh now prove 
what be alleged so that we can know once and 
for all who is rigt^ If he ts right, R^iv Gandhi 
must go. If V. P. Singh is wrong|be must leave as 
n peace and let us get on with the job of creating 
a better nation. V.P. Smgh can of course see no 
other probiems, but for (he rest of us there 
are-Hnefuding the moat severe one of aO, the 
demand for'Khalistarf! 

And there we find that V.P. Sutgh's deareat 
comrade in the crusade. Ram Jetivnabni,haa in a 
seminar m Punjrt acc^ed that we must grant 
an "autonomous** 'Khalistan* within India. Ele* 
menii like Ram Jethmalam will destroy (ndU. 
But more on (hat next week, e 


Obviously, there can be no more aenous a 
charge than Uss. If this is true, then Rajiv Gandhi 
has no business sUying in office for a single 
minute more. V.P. Singh also realised tbe import 
of his aSegiCion. He said that if he was proved 
wrong, he would take sanyus, and retire from 
politics. 

Two days bter. in Lucknow. V.P. Singh 
repeated the charge. But there were alre^ 
aome corrections in his version of the Prime 
Minister's alleged Swiss bank account number. 
Now the number was not PU 99921 but TU 
9M2]. No matter. Maybe that toous personal 
pocket computer had betrayed him a teeny 
weeny bit. Hut now there was more (0 tbe 
charge that Ks S oores had been pass^ nto this 
account, V.P. Singh produced three iwoicei to 
‘'prove" that money had been paid into this 
account number. 

And that is when everyone began (0 uke a 
dote look at V.P. Singh's alkgationi. 

And discovered them to be bogus. 

First, tbe account number was not in (he name 
uf Lotus, but of Svenska. one of the three 
contpaniea to which Hofors had paid money. 
Seci^. the invoices did not show the sum of Ka 
g crores bping paised into the account, but a far 
leas impressive Rs 12 Ukhs. Third.ihese "sun* 
ling'' documents were pretty sule^they had 
been pubbshed by The Hindu in its last big story 
on the subject. There was absohjtcly nothing 
new in them. Fourth, no one had ever connected 
these documema to Rajiv Gandhi for the good 
reason Bat there was 00 connection, neith^ of 
evidence nor of logic. Tmally. this compaiy 

V.P, tlngti^ wifoundM iHsgatlpns dnesed In Nia luiilbi 


V.P.Sh«lihii 

iNCOMlkldl 

emUieicW. 

Tlmintw 

Mfn* 

Wi lriDi fci iiMi 

naUnihii 


wniHilt, 


dSMfWMNto 

ndRdvflMl 


lfV.P.Sfe«hS 

rtiMIMIlN 

PriMlWMirb 

6iHdinwH».H 

Va.Sbibii 

■illlMMMh 

pMCtadMai 

|e«R«iailw)ek 

dcrwikci 

MwHliaV. 

P.fliilbaBiN 



SLEEP BETTER 
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JOG BETTER 


EAT BETTER 
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THINK BETTER I PLAY BETTER 
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Neither the iimgi nir the Brahmaputra 
exist. Hut later maps by BJeavw and 
Speed OTih and IHth ceniunes) depki 
the (»anRa as the country’s most impor* 
lam feature divitbnfi il mto taro parts. 
Intn-Garmai and ExtrM-C»gm. TiH 
the 19th century there is bttle n the 
wnuiKs of the Knjthsh which shows any 
tf)t*)iate kflowledJte of Indun character. 
’Ihumas de Outni^ wnunn hi std 
regards us a coni|H»site people with only 
our adcbction to superstition as a com* 
mun faclie: The nations of India dmcuv* 
er a domineering Usie tor foolenes of 
that dais whkh nin nto the barbares* 
gue. Their religion is made up of 
fooleries.'’ 

It is sunjfiamjt that with a few excep* 
tions hke K.M. Korster and Kdward 
1'hompsun most Engbshn^ had nuthimc 
kind t(i lay about India ur Indians. 
Amerx'ans nn the other hand nut beiiiK 
loaded with the White Man’s burden 
found both enrhantng. Tu wit Mark 




MISALLIANCE 

C .handra Shekhar was trying to im* 
press on H.N. Bahuguna the need 
to loin hands to defeat tbe Coigrcss. 
1’he argument got very heated and 
Bahugima exploded: “JnipQssible! U is 
take trying to mate a borse with donkey. ” 
’’Why axe you making me out to be a 
horse?" asked Cbandra Shekhar 
(Contrihated by Shashink Shekhar. 
Mfervtf 

HEAD IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

A n Amencan Red Indian went into a 
bar in Chicago and ordered hnnsetf 
a drmk. A white Amerkan sitting next to 
hvn on the stool asked him. “Andhowdo 
you like our csty?’’ 

*’Pine. re^d the Red Indian. "And 
hew do you Kke ntir cowitry? '0 


GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR 


KMUSHWAIfT 8WOH 


I j I am crying tn b* 
’ J .V calc the earliest 
jfr ^ Knglish acciwnls 

r • \ India, I cuuld 

I 1 Itc^ further back 

la Tm.3g?y R/ 1^ Maude- 
' y vjik* writing in 136(1 
AD I have nt> idea 
' " ' frein where he f(ot 

his informal Mm when he wriite: "In India 
are many divers roumries and It is called 
India b^auie oi a water ihar runs 
thrckugh the land vdikh men call iride. In 
that water men find eels lhiriy*fdui long. 
And folk that dwell near that water are 
dkoknired, yvlbw and green.,. Men of 
India are not uf that conditnn that they 
ifass not conuiKmlv nut of their own 
land, for they dwell under a planei that 
ifcalUnI Salum." 

J have several old maps nf India wfiwb 
thougti remarkably dose to the cnasiW 
as II exists, are uwle undecipherabk* 
about the hinterland. Some have de- 
scrqitiona of the natives which are a 
mixture of fable and prejudKe. One by 
Ortetaus printed in IfiTU has a nver 
running from Uhnre emptying into the 
Gulf of Cambay; amithcr start ing from 
somewhere near hiberta runs past Deln 
to drain into the Arabian Sea near Goa. 

The prtnooly woys of yore 


Twam’s Afore 7>afnps Abroad published 
in 1897: 

’This is indeed India! Tbe land of 
dreams and romance, of fabukMS 
wealth and fabutoui poverty, of 
splendour and rags, of paUces and 
hotels, of famine and pestilence, of 
geri and giants and Aladdin lamps, of 
tigers and elephants, the cobra and 
the lungie. the country of a hundred 
nations and a hundred tongues, of a 
thousand religions and two milbon 
gods, aadle of the human race. 
brthphKe of human speecJi. mother 
uf hiatury, grandmother of legend, 
great-grandmother of tradition, 
whose yesterdays bear dale with the 
mouldemg antiquities of (he rent the 
nations--of the one country under 
the sun that la endowed with an 
imperishable interest for alien prince 
and alien peasant, for lettered and 
ignorant, wise and fool, rich and 
poor, bund and free, the une land that 
all men desire to see. and having 
seen unce. by even a glimpse, would 
not give that glimpse for the shows of 
aD the rest d the globe combined." 

1 am not sure whether or not 
Wmatun Churchil did or did not like 
India. In his My Early Lite (1930) he 
leaves us with the cryptic remark: 
'’One voyage lo India is enough: the 
otiwjb are repleLiui;.*' 


Thinking about India 




SIGHT AND SOUND 
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IVlihiuni Gandn mta tht truth «a a 
poibcd^weapon: thr Rvao(MaodA 
(V.P. Sin#0 a uang hitf'Cnithi m a 
poMaJ hMicort 

K.N. SoHQK AlCC(t>$etm9/$tcntMy 


(i^ (Mb) iaptijiig Ude and 
wiottepiopiei 


V.P. SiM«..teMortAalaider 


(V.P.Sd#)ad»»ama 
Ui oavn iMiehaiBR he tfarewt 
MCB^eao dwn. 

ICH Tt«AJh AMbrofettbAr 




1 1 lithe IncMi anny (hat amd the daji. 
Aa Amencm ftatfwf «T Mele 

I iiuned to Mr P Hr oda wRh tH 
hbaftofpoihinf buuone, I thought 1 
wakvadynthenetceraury. Itwtt 
only Mer when t vesico the toiet thM I 
reefed «• OBM be tt the 19th cencury. 

BalThackmay. ShrvSeneJeeder 

I tee them to debAf the leave wgh me 
oQttevwa Let then have tbdrcey, 
wewfltaveoun. 


Bwrra 


bcoaowarte 




he tettn «« te tte Wten 


^ i V* e ^ i 


I ml lake action after t^eeMagtl* r; 
opetei 1 aou^ for. U SIT pttMn li 
fiMidlobecafTupLhevVMltlM >.Y 
•pered. ^ 

htwHA Mahanta, ^ 

nteeler, cvwAyMeetei wMv Jki. 
taken ifiuM eeoior tetety flftlitjfe 
<tevBd«te«)6eoteM 

I te not know thttateltetdrwIV^ 

thnghkethetetea.li)ewlteht ,'»V 
pome tMoee I don't tew* ^ 

Morm TiteA» telte 

te SoudiAAki. oeteodatenor^*' 

iMMiff tew Arte AteM 

Y '.. 5^?’ 

es, yee^cfcwnelVi 
tethieieattraw 

^ef«d«DBiM 
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HillfOns o1 vehicle owners all over the 
country get off to a flying start Everyday 
WithMICX). 


MICO spark plugs incorporate the latest 
international technology from Bosch» 

West Germany - pioneers ar)d leaders m 
sparkplug technology 

An excellent exan^le oi th is is the M ICO 
Super - India s first bi-metal electrode spah< 
plug 

MICO spark plugs are available in every 
part of the country 

So when you fit a spark plug, stick to 
proven quality Buy MfCO And nde or\ 
confidently^ 

® MICO 


LICENCE BOSCH 

aHCO makM • initching spark plug for tmir hMlM MMeto. 







INDEPTH 


The Raja's fast one 

The Opposition botches another opportunity on Bofors 


T here’s now liltk ( 

doubt thdt the ]||H| 
governmeni is 
partiripaiing in a * ^ 
covtr»up of the 
Boton affair. Sedly. K is » 

getting away with tHi be* 
cause the Opposition is re* 
sorting to liea when the truth 
would serve its purpose 
better. Vr 

The latest instance of this V 

was the allegation levelled by W 

Vishwanalh Pratap Singh in ll 

Patna last week that he had If. ' 
proof of Rajiv Gandhi’s Swiss If; 
bank account. Moreover, de* i" 

cbred the Kab* he woidd ^ 

even reveal the account u 

number. It was, he said. F ** 
99921 in the Swiss Bank 
Corporation, Geneva. Should ' 

these charges turn out to be 
false, he announced, he 
would never again visit 
Patna. 

Later. Singh’s supporters 
\ backed up this sensational 
allegation by releasing docu* 
ments that were said to sup¬ 
port it. Unfortunately, once Qn 

the documents were made ^ 

available, it became dear ^ 

that the Kujn’s disilc'sure )Q 

was not 90 sensatkinaL. after nU 

I all. All he had done was dig . 

I up some old documents re* ^ 

lating to the Bofors deal that “—“ 
had appeared in The Mndu and passed 
them off as his own revebtions. 

The documents themselves were fair* 
ly damaging to the government’s original 
stand on Bofors. because they proved 
that the company had continued to pay 
cummissions to ^co and Svenska much 
after they had claimed that all payments 
had stopped. But they did not knk Rajiv 
to the deal. And certainly, there viras no 
evidence at all that either the Svenska or 
Piteo account was Ns 
Neverth^ss. the Raja’s fidminations 
set off another round of nan>e<a&^. 
Madhu Dandavate and ICP. Unnichsh* 
nan issued statements demsndng that 
Rajiv reply to the charges. AKt Singh 
called for his resignstion. And Ram Vilas 
Pas wan, general secretary of the 
National Front, said that V.P. Singh’s 
'revelations' conclusively proved Rajiv’s 






Onct iliipeumints wntmiimMli, K 
btcmchir (hit thg R#i dbdoiuri wii not 

oU ilooumwb relibni to Iht Botef9 M 
M iHMirori in At/Mr 


guill. 

The Congress, plessed perhaps that 
the had made charges that were so 
easy to refute, bunched a two*pronged 
defence. At a more respectable level 
four ministers—Buia Singh. K C. Pant. 
S.B. Chavan aftd P. Chidwnbaram— 
issued a press sutement, puuUmg out 
that aB the Raja had done was recycle 
7V /indiu donmienis and add his own 
brand of irresponsibility to them. At a 
lefts respectable level, the K. K. ’l ewaris 
anj Kaipnath Has were sent to pul the 
boot in. Tewari asked Sinipi to rocne 
clean on his own assets, "which un a 
conservative esiimale wil <*mss the Ks 
l(X><Tore mark”. And Rai accused hn 
^ destabiksing a democnKicaly*e)ected 
government. Somewhat surprrsingty. 
even Vasant Sathe joined the hatchet' 
men aBeging M Singh’s rebtives had 


] millions in Swiss banks. 

By the end of Ihe week, 
when Rajiv had biigliiitgly 
dismissed the Raja’s allega* 
lions in Hangakire, V.P. 
Smgh's supporters moved to 
change (he focus of charges 
from Rajiv’s own bank 
accounts to (he govern¬ 
ment’s evasions on Bofors, 
The indutn Hxprvss front¬ 
paged an article by Arun 
Shoune, pointing (nil that 
Kajiv liad kept shifting his 
. stand on middk'men. and the 

' I Rgia lumH'lf suddenly irM a 
new lack by claonmg that he 
I was only repealing The Min- 
I du's ch^s. *’l want to ex* 

; press my gralilude to The 
^ . Hindu group of newspapers 
' B) this matter.'’ he said in a 
written statement 
By then. K was probably 
(00 late. The entire subject 
had been obscured by the 
Raja’s ill-founded hysteria 
and Congress^) MIH had 
btfen able to cloud the issue 

•-- with equally irresponsible 

counter* sHegstioAS. 

. Why had Singh levelled 

' such An <ibsur<l cliMtge? One 

M view - favoured by Con* 

j gres&men-*IS (hat he wanted 
I to aeate a stir dunng the 
I l^rliament session and an old 
' set of diKuments served his 
purpose equafiy well. A less cynical 
explanation ts tlul the Raja really doesn’t 
understand Bofors. 

In any event, il was another botched 
opprxiumiy, 

Rven the one Uundvr made by Rajiv 
while respucidinjt to the Raja’s rhetoric 
was bun^ in the charges and counter* 
chai ges. Asked about the Svenska pay¬ 
ments by newsmen, he retorted: 
*’We’ve never denied that comrmr.sions 
were )>aid.’' In foci, the govemmenl has 
spent Id months denying exactly ihat-^ 
it prefers the ’winding up charges’ 
story—ond the next day. uffiaal spokes- 
men rushed around chiming the Prime 
Minister had been misquoted. As for 
V.P. Singh’s fabrications: no expUna- 
tiom were forthcoming. 

Vlr OaW 





Shifting stands 
and ail round confusion 


The Swedish prosecutor confirms that The Hindu*s documents are genuine. But 

will the go vemment act? 


t have 

h e e fl the 

Krand derviue* 
ttwnt. Al the 
end of Ubt 
iiiunth, the Swedish 
puhlii prock'cutur re¬ 
plied tu the Omral 
Rureau uf Invettrige* 
tion'i (CBfJ re^iixetl 
f(M' authenUcainn ol 
the 77itf IMu dneu* 

nK'iirs. Hie paprri< 
he telexed CKl 
direttnr Mohan 
Kaire, matched 
thf>ee he had seiied 
from Roforx himaeK. 

Therefore, they 
were ftenume. 

The Uirtdu docu- ^ __ 

tnemi had proved 
the following: 

• Bofora had ited about windmf'up 
charges: commissions were paid, 

• ^yil 1 Chadha was nvolved with Svens* 
ka which received Rs ^ emres m a 
Swiss bank account 

• The Kindujas were the owners of 
Pitco and had been E$<>fora’ agents sirKe 
1979. 

The Swedish prosecutor's message 
should iherefore have marked the laiaxh 
of a grand clean-up operation m which 
Bofors was asked to pay back the Rs 64 
aores, Chadha was prosecuted and the 
Hmduju invest^ted. 

In fact, nothing happened. 

Instead, a few ^ys after the prosecu* 
tor had confirmed that the documents 
were genuine. Rajiv Gandhi made the 
foiiowing points to Sunday: 

• The government had "oot got enou^ 
evidence to actually start a case again* 
St... Win Chadha. Anatroacs". 

• That he felt (Kat India no option 
but to go riong with Bofors beause of 
coat and security considerations. 

• When pressed, he idenitted; There's 
the option d asking for the money back. 
That's still open." But he did not elibo* 



who M ftey •pOt the MfiMlaiton irfmr 

rate, and there s no evidence that India 
has ever loU Bofors that it is consider- 
ing this course. 

• That the Hmdipa documents "are said 
' by the Swedish bonk to have some 
defects on them... there are some 
doubts about their authenticity". 

Nune uf this, untortunately. sufgiests 
that any kmd of crackdown is imminent. 

T he Swedish prosecutor's message 
ihoidd serve to put tlie seal nn the 
controversy over The Uindv docu¬ 
ments. .When the first set of papers— 
eitablishing the Hlnduja Unk—was 
printed on the first day of the CcA^ess 
session in Madras, the government 
chose tn ignure it. Rajiv kM report^ 
that as the Hindujas did not hold Indian 
Fossports. there was rxiding the authw- 
ibes I'ould do. 

At the time, the Juim Parliamentary 
Committev OPC) investupting Bdnrs 
was stiS in sessiun and sho^ have 
considered TTie HinAi's eviderKe. In* 
stead, the JPC pretended that it did not 
exisi. H. Shankaranand. the coipmitiee's 
chairman, tdd the press: 'Frankly 
1 speaking, Tve not had the time tv read 


7V«ffxfti.,rvi‘be«n 
very busy." 

Kor their part, the 
Hindujas said the 
documents were 
forgeries, a line that 
was ech(H?d by the 
guvemmeii^'s offici.il 
spokesmen. Then, 
after The Hindu 
printed mure docu¬ 
ments, the defencf! 
vras dropped. 

The Hindu has 
pubbshed three sets 
of documents linking 
the Hindujas to 
Bofors, and more 
specifically to Pitco 
(bter called Mores* 
co/Moineao)-oiie of 
the three front c«n- 
panes that received the commissions. 

• The first set of documents are two 
remittance advices from Bofors addres¬ 
sed to Pitco c/o Sangam Ltd. New 
ZMland House. HaynuukeL London 
SWl and to Pitco. c/o G.P. Hinduja. The 
Hinduias daened these were forgeries 
(A the grounds that banks usually remit¬ 
ted funds to other banks, not to office 
addresses. (They also provided proof 
that Pitco was not owned by Sangam— 
which, of course, nobody had sug¬ 
gested: al that was claimed was that H 
used Sangam as a postal address.) 

e The second document is a print*out 
from Bc^s' computer, bsting a^nts 
and their addresses. Tks lists Pitco's 
address as c/o Sangam. the Hindidas 
have not questioned its authenticity 
puUiciy. 

• Tltt ttard document » a letter from 
G. P. HmdiQa to Martin Ardbo and Ham 
EkMnn d Bt^ors, thanking them for 
sending him Bowen on htt birthday, 
‘nis estabbihea that—contrary to tlK 

earlier denials^he Htndw 
Igvw the lop management of Bofors. 
e Then there ta Ardbo’s diary, salted by 


1 



the Swedish pcto and not published by 
(Uiyone but portions of whi^ have been 
leaked to the press. This makes refer* 
ences to GPH who ke^ advising hin 
on strategy regarding the Indian deal 
GPH is dearly G.P. Hinduja and even 
Ram ^ethmal^, a Hindioa frieod of 
long-standing, concedes that the diary is 
genuine. 

Assuming for a momem that Rajiv is 
right about the Swedish bM't objec¬ 
tions to the remittance advices (fo fact, 
the Swedish bank has raised no such 
objections in writing), that stil leaves 
the matter of the print *< 101 . which even 
the Swedish pro^cutnr says is genuine. 

Dnfiiriuiutely. the Government of 
[ndia cither does nut accept thM a*a«on* 
mg <ii' is unwiUujjc to proceed further. 

T here are other problems whh the 
statements made about fiofnrs by 
Rajiv Gandhi in last week's Scrm>AV 
interview. 'Rajiv ctaaned that rf the 
money "was paid for some genuine work 
t^ was done for 6^dors, then v|g. 
cannut question it". When SuNijar* 
pointed out that there could be no 
'genuine work* m relation to the Indian 
contract because the guvernment’s 
agreement with Bofors categorkalty ex* 
eluded atl agents regardless of how 
'genuine* their services might be. he 
replied that he meant "genuine work 
gathering infonnation against the French 
weapon, for example. That is industrial 
espionage. You can't grudge them that," 
This is an extraordinary statement as 
even bofors does not advance the 
'genuine work/industriai eapionage' 
hypothesis. According to the arms giant, 
it entered into three contracts with 
agents and when the Indian guvemment 
asked for agents to be excluded, it 
terminated them, 'fhe payments, it 
says, were “winding*up charges" in beu 
of commissions. 

The debate is over the issue of these 
'winding'Up charges'. The Hindv docu¬ 
ments suggest that the enihe winding- 
up charges tbet^ ns rubbish—that 
Bofon lied to Uie government and paid 
commissiorts anyway. 

For (he ITime Minister of India to 
now suggest that these were legitimaie 
paym«iis "for genuine work" which "we 
can’t grudge them" is remarkaUe. If 
Rajiv means what he savs. then this is an 
entirely new JusciBcation (or pay-offs. 

Even Bofors. m its statements to the 
press and its testimony lo the JPC has 
never ever taken the kne that there was 
'genuine work' for which payments coukl 
leguimaiely have been made despite the 
goWminent't refusal to alow agema. 

Shortly after the scandal broke. Rapv 
told newimen, in the course of a 



casual conversation, (hat Bofors had 
offered to tefl hin the names of the 
agenu oralty but that he had refused. 
This was a remarkable revelation be¬ 
cause it mearn that India had missed a 
perfect opportunity to learn the truth. 
Shortly afterwards, the government’s 
media managers went around teRing 
newsmen—off the record—that Rajiv 
had got it urrong and that no such offer 
was made. And by the time the Jooii 
Parkamentary Comninee <JPC> investi¬ 
gating the d^ got to work, no mention 
was made of this c^. 

Now. in his Sunimy imerview. Kaiiv 
seems to confinn (hat there was some 
suggestion of an oral dsdowre: 
"What happened was that a gentle* 
man from Bofors had cume here who 
was not a top4evel official. And he 
had said that he does not have the 
authority lo say rrwre than what he 
has aaal T1s$ was long before they 
came and deposed before the JPC 
and gave us everyUang that they 
^ve. And there was some impress¬ 
ion that he might say someihi^ if he 
was allowed to meet at a poktK^ 
level, which meant either Arun 
(Suigh) or me. And we had to take a 
dedaion whether he would or would 
nut say something. Because if he did 
meet and 6d not say anything, then it 
could be inierpftted to mean that vc 


Bofurs sent a man over who wuiilu not 
reveal the names of the agents lo chil 
servants but might we8 have divulged 
them to Anm Ssigh. But that Kajiv 
vetoed the Idea of such a luecting on the 
strange grounds that had no names been 
reve&d. 'll cuuM be interpreted to 
Rvan that wc lokl him to shut u|) 
Instead, the govenvnem rhose to 
operate through (h« tiffiiial ctiunnets: a 
decisxm that ensured that Bofors wouW 
only give evasive <e formal replies. 

In ret n aspect, this luty liuvr ficvn u 
major hfunder. 

A B of tiuh loads mcxoi'£il>Iy lo tvvu 

concKisnais, One. Uuji ihu g«>v<'rn 
mi'nt does ivx liavc a i^ar btrategy «»n 
how to handle Bofors. And I wo, that 
77ie Haxin rwckiiKUJs will thx he lol- 
kiwvd 141. 

Now that the Swedish prosecutor has 
confi^^H^d the authenticity of 77ic Hanh 
documents, there can bo no doubt that 
the Hindujas received part of the R<iors 
fockbacks. What remains to be estah- 
hshed is whether they kept the money 
for themsdves or split it with t^se in a 
position of power. 

Unfonunatcly. luiloss the Govern* 
mrnt of India xhowx nairi* enihubiasiii 
Uir finding the tmth, the ('oimiiy will 
never know whal happciwd. 

Vk i««h«l 
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BatUiiK the odds 


Punjab (jovcrnorS.S. Ray enjoys every 

minute of it 


a 


ani fin the hottest in 
(ht niumry!" exclaims 
.the ^ year iild Governor 
nf Puniab. Siddharthi 
Shankar Nay. cumfortably 
eitHctmcetl m (he hijt chair nnnnaly 
(HTupied hy ihe stale's chief minister. 
tl)e offke of the Punjab Gov* 

I eriv>r nor the chief mmister'e vacant 
{ (YKini in this tefnirnl*ridden, fraclioua 
state constitutes (he moat mspcrlng of 
enviroiin^tH Hut Ray. like the legen¬ 
dary faAirs of yore, has the odd capaaty 
I lu be relaxed in the mr^t discomhtinx of 
situations. Otherwise he would not Rrin 
while proudiv declaring: "My life it on 
the line." 

' That is Kay aH uver. E^ven in his 
Sopten^r years, Siddhartha Sha/Aar 
Hay. hamster. ex*chief minister and 
rmc'time Naxalite killer, has nut wearied 
oi playiriA the itiKid cuy out to set the 
bad Kuys. His eiiOiusysm is at Its 
luKheHl wlien the j^ime is in real ear* 
neKl. He has the capacity to smile while 
issuiAK firders. As Ihe longest- 
serving hirvab Governor in recent 
limea, the opportunities to exercise his 
abilities have be«*fl vast and varied. And 
he V, enjoying every moment cf g. 

Krom aU indications. Ray is poised to 
Mel a record of sorts m Punjab. He has 
already completed nion* than two and a 
half years in his present puekkin and 
looks as if he will continue foe many 
more months. His enemies, and there 
are Quite a few. had of late inspired 
rumours about him falling mto disfavour. 
It was alleged lhai he had helped draft 
the controversial Oefanution Bill and 
that he was unnecessarily meddling in 
Punjab politics. When Ray went on a 
month's leave from Ihe end fi October 
this year, there was talk in Delhi that he 
liad been asked to go on leave prior to 
his formal exit from Punjab. 

Speculation about Ray’s exit kitensi- 
bed foUnwing the swearing*ri of the 
Himachal Pradesh Governor. .Vice 
Admu^ K.K.b. (iandht as the mtenm 
Punjab Governor bi Ray's absence. 
There were further reports of Ray 
suddenly exhibiting a renewed interest 
in West Bengal Congress(l) afbirs. 

Just when moat Weat Bengal Coo* 
gressd) leaders wen nervously anti- 
dpating Ray's tnnsfer bKk to their 


state. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
scutched all nimours by categoricaVy 
Slating: "He 0 very dearty the Gov* 
mot and wig reman sa'' The Prme 
Ministerpronouncenvent on 2 Hovem* 
ber in Caicutia. while reassuring state 
Congressmen, dismayed a stnal group 
of central Cabmet mmislers who are 
bitterly opposed to Kay. his flamboyance 
and conunued access to Rafiv Gandhi. 
Union home minister. Bvta Singh, for 
instance, is known to d 0 like Ray And has 
been trying to diskidge him from Chandi* 
girh. Ray. on bs part, has successfully 
fended BuU Sink's attempts to inter- 
fere in Pui^b »ttm and has proved to 
be a survivor, outmanoeuvring 'nvals 
while mamtaaing hb mpreisi^ gm. 

I f Ray is puUed out of Punjab, it wd be 
with a promotion, perhaps even to the 
Union Couned of Miners. Palace gos* 
sip has il that Ray o a favourite of the 
Prime Mmuier. In the two and a half 
years he has been Governor. Ray has 
been aUe to mpr^ Rajiv Gandb with 
bs obvious adminisirative skila, his 
btuntness of purpose and a certain oU 
world gentlemanly chann. The former 
Bengal cbef minster, experienced as he 
is VI sensing palace plots and jealousies, 
has also been shrewd enough to prove 
that he cafls the shots vi his donum. 
When the Prime Minister agreed to tow 
Punjab in Septembe r this year. Kay 
made sure the vrbole afiur was hh 
exdusive show. Not only did he organise 
every btde detad of the tr^ but also 
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sxixk to Rajiv Gandb’s aide throujdiout, 
even though it entailed dragging around 
ba 68*year*old frame to keep pace with 
bs youthful boss. 

The Prime Minister's Punjab tour 
mij^t not have been a great success 
according to the media, but Ray. with his 
barrister's abiliiy (u piesent the 
gkxYniesi case positively, seems tohave 
convinced Rajiv Gandhi that il was a 
smasher, "f frankly did not expect such a 
b( of people at Rajiv Gandb's meet¬ 
ings." he says. "Hut people came and 
listened to him " 

*niiB. Ray believes, is evidence of a 
change in the Punjab situation. "The 
people were not bowled over by Rajiv 
Gandhi's visit but neither were (h^ 
averse to it" be argues. Ray has been 
claiming for some months now that 
Punjab is undergoing a gradual, qualita* 
bve trsnsformaQon. Tlnr mood is diffo- 
rent today." he insists. "In I9d6. when I 
first ined to enter the Haimandlr Sabb. 
I was literally hounded out. Now I can 
travel freely aO over the state." 

b a more modest vein. Ray admits 
that the credit for the changes in Punjab 
is not entirely the adc^stration's. 
'TefToriati he^ed us enormoualy 
making the people disgusted with 
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louDd in iiuking 8acri6c«8 for 

Uk preMtvatun o( this mstitution 

Aa k turned out. Hadal remained in ^il 
and the Sikhs showed not (he sli^ditesi 
mclination to make any sacrifices Cor the 
aireated terronsts. And as far as Kay 
was concerned, he had proved his point. 
To further highhght Ns achievements, 
the Punjab Gmmor receritty prepared 
a paper showirut how much mcee effec¬ 
tive Che adminatration had been during 
F^sident's Rule. During the period of 
Bamab'i rule (October 11Mb to May 
19d7). 136 terrorists hsd been killed and 
2.7H4 arreaied; in contrast, during Nay’s 
rule (May 1987 to end-August 1988). 
508 terrorists were yied and 5.199 
arrested. 

When It was pointed out that the 
number of innocent persons killed liad 
^lot up 10 an alarming 2 . Ki3 during 
IVessd^t’s Rule compart to Bl6 during 
Bamala’s tenure, Kay came up with an 
ingenious explanjiion. “Blaming mur* 
ders on lerronsts is a taay course and 
reguiret no investigation by the police/’ 
explains Ray, "and [ refuse to believe 
(hat ordinary nHirders have slopped." 
He says that the ptihce. after further 
inveaUffting each kiibig in detail, now 
realise that the nugority of them are the 
result of personal feuds, land disputes, 
inler'group nvalnes. money matters and 
sea cnmes. This explanalicn might 
sound a Httlc thin m the face of daily 
evidence of terrrtfista gunning down 
inflocent people, but Ray has obviously 
got away with ct. 


would come to their support if the 
security farces tried (O l!u^ them ouL 
and instead of makmg a nil for it. stayed 


Hv government, on its part, planned 
Black Thund^ scrupulously. The Prune 
Minster personaly oversaw the opera* 
tion and held at least eight meetmgs to 
work out (he nwiutesl of detals. The 
army was kept out Md the SKtual job of 
clearing out the Temple was han dled by 
armed paikemen. ITie operation was 
'clean’ and highly succesafaL There was 
not a murmur of popular protest when 
Prakash Smgh Ha^ S.S. Ramab. Baba 
Joginder Sir^ and olher Akab leaders 
were arrested far thn^aienmg to march 
to Ammsar from Chandigaiii. 

Uadal’s further attempts in 
arouse the Sikh masses by issi^ an 
infUmmaiory letter from inside hb pris* 
Ml abo h^ IK) effect. The letter, 
amujoded out oi jai. dedared: "Havng 
failed on sN facnts. the government 
chose to tyrannise the Sdihs so that they 
my have pectoral gams ei the cuuniry. 
.The recent pre-conditicnal threat frum 
the gDverivnefrt to Ihe SGI*C is a 
chaUengelotheself reapect. dgpiftyand 
the basic cmcepts of Ue and also 
(heir nght to aMnsier (heir own rei* 
gKMJS sfiairs...Any attempt by the gov* 
emment to devaJue the SGPC in any 
manner would be resisted by the Sikhs 
with 9M thee mgM and they wd not be 
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(hem." Apparently, as much as ^ to 80 

E tr cent of (he people being kiDed in 
uvab are Sikhs. The slate administn* 
(ion feeb lhai the ordinary Sikh is 
becommK mdiffcrem to the idea of 
Khalisian and that only a handful of 
terrorists today believe (hat they are 
hghling for the ’Panth’. 

A corollary of this argument is (hat 
both the terrorists and the Akabs are 
losing touch with popular sentiment. 
"This Viras proved during Operation 
Bbck Thunder." Ray points out. "Ev* 
erybody. most of all the Akabs. declared 
that another attempt to storm the Col* 
den Ten^ would spark off a popubr 
uprising. 1 was confident (hat nobody 
would protest against the arrest of 
terrorists within len^." Ray’s 
confidence was bolstered by reports 
killings of innocent women and children, 
and evidence of increased terrorists’ 
demands for money from ordinary SAhs, 
The terrorista wHhin the Temple, on the 
other hand, were convinced that people 
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H owever ^ecioue eome ot ft* irgU' 
mejRft mt^c eound. key V record in 
Punpb n cofiudered imp»cs?jve— 
slighi auccetsee the result of j bt of 
wortt. And many, irxludeig tbe 
Congreia(I) leadership, believe (hat the 
Puiyib problem cannot be solved by 
divnatic moves and that what » re* 
qutred is a capacity to chip away. Ray 
lut been doinit so by cunatantty touring 
the stale, meeting ordtnafy people and 
attending to myn^ admnstntjve de* 
tails. No wonder then that he has, 
survived the bngesi in the Puniab Ri| 
Bliavin 

Ever Since Chenna Keddy resigned 
from the Punjab gnvemoral^ tn earty 
1983, Governors have been moving in 
and out of Chandigarh. Keddy's succea* 
aor. A \* Shaim survived for just 
about eight months and was replaced in 
Octobei IS^ by B.D. Pande. bn* 


been yeanng fcr. He bad run tsray 
from poMict mid the C4>ngresa<I) n 
1977, just befor e the West 6«igil 
Aaaembly elections. The aubae 9 iient 
^ubbng the Congresad) recttved It the 
handa of the Left Proni was attributed to 
Ray's KAhoritarian nde dming 1972-77. 
Ray was Slid to have advised Mis Indn 
Gandhi to Inpoae the Emer g enc y and in 
his own state ruthleuly entshed d 
opposrticA with bnjte poke power. 
Emier, during 1971—the penod of 
Presidem's Ride ai Bengal—Ray. as 
Umon ministef n darge of Bengd 
dbn, maste ro mded mt effective, but 
gristy. straieo to innhilaie the radnl 
CoRaninat Party of Endia (Marot- 
Lennist) members, better known as the 
NnaMet. Consequently. Ray’s tenure 
vriensased (he mass kdh^ of suspected 
Naxahtes. Reporls of poke torture 
caused local md otemational human 
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mediitely after Operation Bhiestar. n 
June 19^. Pande was shunted out and 
K.T. Satarawala brought m. Next n kie 
was AxTun Singh, v/iio got the job ai ^ 
March 1985 and a brief to prepare the ^ _ 
grounds for the Puniab Accord. But IM 
Singh was out i) an months and in came 
Shankar Dayal Sharma in October 198S. ^ 

On April Poors Day. the Ceotre ^ 
announced that Siddhartha Shatdear Ray ■! 
would move buo the Puniab Govemor'a * 

of^. The announcement was not i I 

idw. sujpnsing though it mi^ have 
been to Congrmmen throu^iout the gfi 
country, and ever Mice, Riy las strug¬ 
gled to vindicaie that didsioa 
In every way, the gubemitoriil 
’ tment was jusl (he break Ray hid | 
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rights orvsTCitions to condemn Ri/i 
repressive regime and by the time the 
Emergency waa lifted, voters n Bengal 
were desperate to get rid of Ray. 

Ray never give them the chance and 
ducked tlw electoni test During the 
next few yens, he condemned the 
Emergency. Mn Gandhi mid the coterie 
aroteid Seniay Gandhi. He tned unauc- 
ceaihdy to contest the poit of Congres- 
sC) pTMadenl and uhirnately want back 
to hia huntive legal practice. 

After Mrs GawM’s asaaaamation. he 
amiccessfuBy tried to get a Congresaft) 
ticket. He contested as an Independent 
from the Dajeeling constituency, and 
loal. Iht CongretsCI) gave him a chance 
two years later to contest as a party 
candidite from (he Bolpur seat. And (he 
resuk of that pci prov^ that Ray had no 
future in state pobtics—he loM by a 
shocking orm Wch votes. 

Rajiv Gandhi, nevertheless, persisted 
in trying to create a slot for Ray in 
Bengal politics. But party (losses in 
Bengal would have none of it. Ghani 
Khvi. Pranab Mukhetyee and s host of 
other leaders buned their difterences 
md jointly resiited Ray’s re-entry. Rgiiv 
GanA was equaBy adamant He saw m 
Ray a competeni Congressman—an vn- 
pressfon. fay himsetf had created by 
regularly despatching letters of advke 
on divem issues to the Prune Minister. 
In one of these notes. Ray confided to a 
fow p u tymen. he offered some sugges¬ 
tions on esnng the Pviojab ensis. 

Ray alao k known that he and 
ha linsly had a epecal relationship with 
the Sith community in Calcutta. Way 
back In the TlHrtiea. Ray’a fether 
hwl won a historic case for the Sikh 
community: and their femity, right from 
the days of he mitemal grmfrather 
Deshbnidhu Chittaranjan Daa. had been 
btvofved with the aftairs of the Burt Sikh 
Sangat m Calcutta. In a way. Ray himself 
created hia own openng. And Rajiv 
Garxis ctanpfred by appofritmg ban Pun¬ 
jab Govenor. 

Ray, at the age ^.66 and with a 
diequerdd poitical career behind him, 
understands the virtue of fealty. Nowa¬ 
days. he makes it a point to stress that 
las successes io Pufdabare due to *1be 
Prime Mnster’s h^ at each and every 
step**. Having been out si the cold and 
hinng worked his way back to fevour, 
fay w lalo^ no chan^. At the swne 
liiiicr Ray it not the kind of persoa to 
deny las ambitions. Chddless. relatively 
afikient vd without any re^MRsibSities 
Mt to bear. Ray’s o^ croaa la hii 
ca re e r. He ta to emy ft throu^ 
adversky. Lucky that he has the vigular 
ahiity to grn even when tbe gong is at 
iU worst 
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“If it were ntji tor iny friends from Australia, 
ne\ er ha\x* experienced the mysteries of the. 
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Isii I il '.III llui 'l'nHlinn^ il 
takes y^mtonc trnni miles 4 wj\ Ui 
( 0 u.> ilie iH'iUit)' (hji lies 
ii(S( next Jik)r< \K ere it not for oiy 
triendsJ<ihn and Susan irom Australia. 
1 uiid lu> e m j&sed o u i on i he ma^c 
ol Madhya l^uJcsh completely! 

lust (oaiveyim JKlnnpseof what 
\ou re iiiisMO):, I il let tou ptTp into 
m> niemonc^ of that woiKltTfut 
holida>! 


-- 'C' 



" WIten john 4nd $uan WQVued i hulidsy ^ 
I»bdby3 Pndcah, I ra SM/pmeC Buc I »» «UI 
am wfpnictf when r dcKovvml all iha Madhyi 
Pndnhh^coofer Monumme. Teniptn 
' SinenuAn £vaiahdlMaiion’loMftfiip?nd^ 

I have Ifeul dK noa( fbcmatma cxprftcncc 

ftlfhc from day ooe, new «>Qoiim uiMM 
MllDill^■-dK'Caty ofjoy ««h cs tragic kFVT icurv 

of Roupnuti and Baa Bahadir 

Aod Ofchbe (he wefl preserved medieval <tf 
wtUd) nude (he 20 ch ctonuy seem Ughi yean 
avty 

Htotory came alive at Garalior too, wvh Os 
omlve fcei chrowcUng die nse aod U of 
dyiuttes. 

A( Khi|iaibo, die loaAery of the cndlsnai 
who oiMiMd am me mu beuftyand pKC 

Idl UB apcflMMfld 

}cfiD awd Suanmild&l vwt ro Bca a (igcr bet 


tota TWy Ad n Kaato aod ftmJ a i jm fc 

Ve abofnct drtr. bdoTL nilgai aod cotoairlul bwd» 

USsKbl. one coiAdal 9 ( 7 t(ha( (he peace I 
hadyeatto tatiiafci m g dicjMataTatodcpicied 
00 (he liiupa pto t0>im and SiMi 


Awd the pmibiorK rock potfiuap X 
BhfeDbedu hive heai omiied by diflereni 



anMo of seven! didcimt civihudoos over 
tfveni crftoirln' 

Ihe confluence ufbtth, devotion andprayer u 

Onkirealiwir aod Mabe^mv 

ovtTwhdmed ua 

Badi Ml Bhopal, we uw (he l*es, imiscn, 
aabn park, and of coune, (he Bhanu Bhavan. 

Everywhoe wv «fvt, Jovdy log hu(a, tourW 
bvnplovA and praopi impon amlted us—and 
we dldnl even oventep our budget^ 

Bdi tee's kn 1 haven't seen yel 
Firtmrtil—(he v er dant UO stsdon. Haibk 
■oeba, AtekOBOifc and ChMnfcooLTbe 
nqume cbhaoiesuShivparLjUidtorhmkdui 
1 nipt never have dbeovoed Uadbyt Pradeah tme 
for )olio and Sixan' 

Thaafe yon ;olib Thank you SiMi 
AiKlQ«cdal.ihinikyou Madhya Pndeshr 
I'm peouO B> have met yew ' 
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Come to Madhya Pradesh... It's surprising a lot of people like you. 


ArmiiicmwwmMbMbl^ielhieiiAottllaAyttaniOiBfKTwmOcmmmCovamaUaMPrDU) JM-S), Bml tor, Hod Ktete Bupp^ 
tel^^moklGOA NHrDemilOOOMV: 3)31ir,3Bmi tdB:9)ld»UTI*T*Bl BQMlirc 74«artdTteCaHe. Q*Me, CoBbi. BomtaHOOQO). 
M^2lW,»4a6u,2l9iM(efr99>CAUvmiQmeeiBmmfr|pamMftT,ift1la«.2SflAimiya3MR**CiaabaBeMtad,Ctei*^09)Tcl: 44l>e 
to* Mt^mavMM aOMii gmiMiuMniM MB4A42 ite mvmtniM 
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Because 

husbands dream 
in black and white 
and wives 
dream in colour. 


He was interested in quality and 
long term value. 

She felt Pampadour blue went well 
with the lampshade. 

He wanted it to go with his budget. 

She wanted a range to match 
her furnishings. 

He WAS calculating costs. 

She WAS insisting on an easy io-clean 
sur&ce. 

He wanted the furniture 
well proieaed 

She wanted a smooth fini^ and a 
wet glossy look. 

His decision, he knew, was made. 

Her choice, she knew, was right 

Dulux it would be for their home. 

Because the best decisions in 
life are taken together. 




Vibrant variety ofbumshingeabxica 
fi^mNTX) 


KTCwidLiQstttisofV 1000 oorond 124 Dulk, 
iioaeof the brpwiBaik^n^i m^moAL 
PradadiC i «de visieq^ df ttrki» bodt B cccm ttidUadi. 
DuiM »d covmioL Mdct Kc Rid«i| ott 



CX)VER STORY 


CraddiKlhe 


conspira(7 



With the arrest of 
Atdnder Pal Singh, 
the investigiuorsmy 
that they nowlwaw 
the inside story 
of the assassination 




3} (k'Utber, /MfM; HJl'i urn. Indira 
Oaodhi walks past tht bougamvilfaea at 
I. Stfdarjvnn Road, rushinfi U> her office 
complex to mret actor Peter Vntinov 
and a teh*nsioo tvant. Bearn Hingh. a 
Oeku police Mt>-inap<H'tor tv/Rj has been 
a trvated member of her secunty guard 
steps fiiry^-ard. He raises his service 
res alver and as she begins to acknow* 
kdge kis presence, squeetea *df five 
ahois. A second later. Salwant Singh. 
Mother secunty guard aims hia SAF 
carbine and firea 25 miKhine I'tfrbihe 
buAefs mio her (rad body\ Indtra Gandta 
collapses n a poiV of bkxtd. She will die a 
few nmules liirr on the way to hofipital 
Heani and Sal want give ibemse/ves 
up quieily, 7hey are taken by inentbera 
i!( the indo-Tibetan Border J*oiice 
HTBPi to their guard-house. They ftay 
there for half an hour during which time 
several senior pobce officers come to 
see them. 77wn. iflexp6i’ah/y. ihe ITBP 
men open fire: Beam the Cwit assassin. 
IS kihid. Saftvanf is ailicaky wounded. 
Nobody wm say why the if BP olftcen 
bvmp^ off the assasHms. 


I Vs been four year^ rx^w and it still 
feals like yesterday. Who can 
forget the bloody end of an era? 
The murder and mayhem that 
followed? And the shncksnft 
realisation that, in the end. it was her 
own securitymeti that did it? 

But if Ihe memows still linj^er. so, 
too, do the mysteries. At 4.30 p.m. on 
the evening of 31 Octriber, 1984, when 
Ihe ffoventment finally admitted to the 
wortd that Indira Gandhi was dead, its 
^K»kesn>en suggested that there had 
been three assassins. They offered no 
explanation for the killing of Beam Sngh 
and there were dark rumours that it was 
a Jack Ruby- Lee Harvey Oswald situa* 
tktf). 

The motive, at least, seemed Hear 
enough. Sdtha all over the world were 
upset about the asuult on the Golden 
Temple and this was vengeance. But 
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whiisc venKfnncc? I lad ih<' \\v > itlirce?) 
police iifficcni acU d ' Mud (hev 
been pari of a lawf ««!'<('Hivvi' Wht) 
had plotted tk’ details ol tla* us^sbinu- 
lioni' And ilun Uwi^ t\pituHy sub* 
contineniut quebtioiK wu> tiK'tea foreijzn 
hand^ 

All iii<i)<ir HssosMTutions engender 
ciMispmiy (ht'oiwK and nvr>i |^)vem• 
menis sih ik) vi*ar% trying to disprove 
tksi< ihcorH’s and reus^iire their pe<iplr 
llvit Uii' kr(UT^ were ,Kting alone, but 
this iiine. tlMTo was ti dilfereme. It was 
iJ>i> (>oYi*niniciu id fndm itself that 
Ik'Ih^vi'cI tivii ik’ie was ri conspiracy. 
PolitKMns talked of a vast global plot. 
Uajiv Ckitdha t<»M Si nhav tlut the mo> 
tive Itad htil bi‘i*n rcv<*ntfi* but the 
creation id tk' iiistuluhty. cauaeil by the 
noth, that would im viialdv f<4kiw the 
ii4Siissinjiu>n. Who would want to create 
this instahility/ Khubstatirs.' I'akis{anis> 

'n>e CIA.' KlJb' 

Hie Go^erniiH'/it would not say. Ifut it 
quickly kc^i up . one* rut ciHnmissHm 
headed bv Justice M.l’ Ihakkar to 
itivesligatc tlK* murder. And in case 
Thnkkiir g{ii it wr<a)K. it also esi«Mished 
4 Spt*ciai Inv<»stigation Team (SIT) 
under S. Aiumiram. a retired Iruhan 
Polh*e Service (If’S) officer, tu bnng the 
guilty lu book. 


suicgesied that the STI' had been fabrt* 
caling evidence. 

So whai ready liappened? Was (here a 
cons|jiracy? And if so. who planned it? 

The investigaiors now say that 
they've Imaly cracked k. They know 
who planned the assassmatiun. Iliey 
know how they did it. They know who 
wub behind ii. And at kmg Iasi, atf tk 
pieces fit. 

Tt» amazing breakthrough has been 
achieved after the arrest of AllAder Hal 
Singh, one uf the most wanted Sikh 
terronsts. in Patota on 4 (Xlober. It)8K 
by the ^*w^A poke, ihtr the last 
month. Allinder l^il has been kepi in the 
bck'Up at Kaipura. an obscure puke 
atatkin m Patiala district. One the 
guard r<ioms has been hastily convened 
into a makeshifl mierroflatKA chamber 
and it IS at tha KmaB. dtfh space that 
officials from (he IntelhgeiKi; Bureau 
(IB). Rvseanh and Analysis Wing 
(KAW'j. Central Bureau of Intelmence 
(CBI) and lAugab poke have been 
questioning him. 

Attindcr l^t lanps into this chamber 
<his injuries have obviously been inflicted 
while be IS m cust<idy> several lanes a 
day and. apparently, smgs hke a canary 
to his inquisitors. As one pobce officer 
says, a kitle drtdamfully. "Once you get 


Who’s who in the 


. ..._..... A.i. ttaci. 

Pruf. Oallp Wngh (Wh and Pvei. Ji^HM 


E scept, of course, it hasn't worked 
xil that way. Forty-eight months 


^Moul that way. Forty*eight months 
after the murder, the co^sKm has 
compounded. Now. it seems there were 
only two assassins after all. But who was 
behind them? The SIT said Ekibir Singh, 
another Delhi police sub*inspector and 
Kehar Singh, an assistant in the tkrecto* 
raie*general of supplies and disposals. 

involved. Boih denied k and a 
fcw^Wionths ago. the Supreme Court 
threw .I'ut the caM against Bakr and 


most of these terrorisu si custody. H is 
very easy to crack them.” 

The story Attsider Pal has tdd the 
inte i i oyi tocs has startled them. Says a 
member of the SIT: The Indira Gandhi 
assassinatjon was something mmor for 
him. He was the brain behind the entae 
Pakistan operation and had planned most 
of (he major terrorist attacks froni 
there." 

Here, at last, is the missing Imk in the 
assassbittion jigsaw 


Thg firei ggpigiki MUM oy inrio* 
TIbMndordprPobeg 
(ITBP)mgnon30ctOMr, 1M4. 


S«twanl8teglii 

eMfg'i prMpd. He 
fired 2S buheta. 
Nowundgr 
eentenoe of death. 




IWwrlii«ht 

Beant'i unde. The 

_poNce g«v he was 

pert of the qonepiracy. Under 
eemence of death. 




BaMrSInghf 

Another of Mrs 
GandhI'ipuardi. 

Suppoeed to be the Hnk between 
Athnder Pat and Beant. but 
acquitted by the Supreme Court. 


^ Giiflwx Stngh: 

A Doth] 
buiineeeman. 
Aomn ne warned to kffi Mm 
OandN but denlee Invotugnientm 
thiaconapiricy. 


T he authorities have lOTg suspected 
that one of the key fig^s in the 


I that one of the key figures in the 
ccnspiracy was SenrAnjeei l^ngh Mann, 
a former IPS officer, who had links with 
Bhindranwale and who resigned from 
the service ftdowing Operation Blues- 
tar. Mann was arrested in December 
1984, while trying to cross into Nepal 
and is cunently India's best guarded 
prisoner m Bhajpipur jail. He has consis* 
tenUy denied iM he kiMiws any of those 
accused of Mrs Gandhi's murder ind the 
government has failed to produce iny 
proof to the contrary. Deapice this. Ra^ 
has consistently refused to order ks 
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assassination 


AnwlN Sktgh: 

On# of Mrs QandhI's socurtty 
flutros. Said tr>a( Basnt Iriad to 
irivotva him m tf>a amssmaiion 
but na rafusad. Diad myetanousiy 
io May 1986. 



Vlr8fHl8r Sln(h: 
An aaaociata of 
OurbuK's. 


cl 

AHMtrM ^aM 
«ntht 

Aformar AISSF ' ’A 
offlca*baer9r» ha ia aHagad to 
hava pfannad tha murdaf and Nad 
to PaKisian. Now undar arraal in 

PabalB 


SlmranjMt 


__J lr»Bhagaipur|a6. 

Was a Shindranwala admrrar in 
tha IPS who raaianad aftar 
Bluasiar. Allagad to hava 
eohspirad wtth Attlndar Paf. 


needed Mann’b hi*lp hic tth* (iunmih 
camps he was <x}(nni»ms. Tth* riian who 

briuyht Ihc^n topelhiT «*»'> jcigntlMn 

’r<iin ' Scixh. skMineral KunituvViM 

Hnd OA'in'. 

After HAkNiar. Allindrr 1^1 iH limed 
to ihi’ MahiHashca capital to meet 
Mvhi. lie then. Ibv pi4 c «iffkt‘r tv-Kl 
resumed iindf2oaeiimk*r0(4ind H<*mais 
fiUcd witli an^et (»eei Dpetaiion KliK'>t>ir 
«inrt tiskcd d he andd ac> :an|>aiiy Alin* 
tki I'al Io iNmiab He was ilKMLxkd 
I nan this course* and dixided lo wirk 
iiifivnM Hr p'nvfiinh'nl in mu his hide* 
oui. H(* H.jttxl Sikh V’;Kl■‘r^ and const* 
.ihk s to .iinliiie and ksve Inderjil Sinth. 
:i pohi'einan I rum koiiar. u teller .ukJres* 
sist to I he t'unial) tfukw fotce. .ifkmn il 
to rise up aitinsi Hm' jaivemnusH tl1u< 
SI r Iws ihe lilIerK 
M«Hin .iivl AtlmckT I'Mt also |4;iniied 
.Kiual lerionsi «>pit.iIhhw 'JIwv «smi 
leiccsl itr AiHNi Bi wlmh lln* Mli(dir;4 
KaiuA was Uc*ai heit with l>«nl> IAisls imi 
ir»AuKu»t. liaM, Itul such Kniih nil » ks 
were* sroal line cmniansl to wish iht* 
duo was r(*nllv nfirr 
In early Aupiisl. Mnno tuxuiiw otisc^* 
Mxf wnh a ^MTid ha.H*kmit M'lnmv An 
;Hrcnfi would Im'I' lMimuiixkx'f chI shortly 
.iflei jl iinA oil fiom t*<Ain» .md then 
I Ton ed to nyke j kmukm dn*e hii<» 
I’arliarnem thaisi’. If I hey iam iIh* tviiHu: 
nicht and ntaiwBed to d<i H when Mrs 
Gandhi was addres,sinK Ihe m'S.shh) llm 
(hey wnuld haev a many sided tnurniih; 

H hipcknc. J clash, a ^umrle iiiissHio, 
the destruction >4 a laiKkiwrli, the* dcnin 
t4 hundreds, and most HUponant. thi* 
assassai;i(Hai ol Imkra (t^lM. 

T Ik 'a’henr vns cniay. of cour^<*. 

and sukkIt iiiis.Mnns are lew and far 
iKrCweeii m the ranks (A die Khabst;ini». 
Hut lht*re mvre two etenienis to it I hat 
w<’rv wc.rth pursuini inckvendenUy: a 
hoackmy and the asNissnaliun. 

Kir»t. came ihe biiailunp, Atlinder I'al 
Sintfh traveled from tHHhi to Kopar tn 
meet [nderjit Sfiwh Indenil hired 


release—though there are always 
rurruurs ihat he 1$ on the verge of dung 
so-^ven after the Akabs have made his 
continued incarceration an issue. 

Now. the results of Attinder Pal's 
interrogation suggest that perhaps Mann 
is not just the pohtkal scapegt^ he is 
somvtimea made out to be. Attindci* Pal 
says he met Mann in Bombay where he 
was the deputy inspector general of 
police. Central Industrial Security 
Force, much before Operation Bluestat. 
At the time. Attinder Pal was a senior 
vice president .of the AM India Sikh 
Students Federation fAlSSF) and 


IlNttcryiUiWtrMMI 

ttw iUMTtgilm tMM Snb. 

Siyi inwibircl ttw SIT: mi 
WlriGwAliiiiiiliiiliwii 
MnMlliii«nkNrfprlte.Hi«» 
tkehnlnbMM«inft« 
MWnipinliNMriM 
piMndimtiilhiMlir 
iMToiW Mtacki Im IM * 


seven txung men** of vvIhmii oniv one, 
Kajiflder Singh Knou who fin«l 
iMwiib Ihe Bhjkr'i l.ui.il. had ;i miiiiani 
6.K’kgruuiid-*3nd sent lhi*oi (<i Jkdht. 
On ^ Augu^(, I hey hiiiuked <iti Indinn 
Airhnes aintafl nnd (Wv. it (list lo 
Karachi nnd then lo Dutsii, win re tlioy 
weri' iiwrpowvrfd. 

IV iHihiii giAomftk*ni Menr The hi* 
back to India nnd if ihi* mvesiign* 
tons had inierrogntcd them ciiiclullv or 
lirobud deeper iKnjmdi'r Singh was 
alre«lv wanted ui Ilk* Hlinkra C'h(Si 1 
caM*), ihiii ihev u<Hild Uuw rumbled 
AiliinkT l^1l 4»d Mhimi In fact, they did 
no such ihing. 

'I1>e anthi>niies igpM>red other feads. 
llanoKk^r Singli Niinil;i. a militant. 
turiKxJ up ill iIh* New ikrihi olfH e of tlw 
UmUmi EspTi-s^ iind •mnouiked tlial 
AimkT l*:il hfMi nuislemiindod the hi* 
Ikk. Nexi, Altcndei l^il hirnsell g^iveni) 
miefMew to CMk-uiUi’x Hk' VWegniph. 
<*xpkminig thi* /iiorki^ likTUfSii ot tlw 
hipK*k IImv loo. wHSi>verliK>kedliy iIk* 
\niiiL\\ Hy Ihcn, eiuHigh people knew 
.ibout Atlindur l*<ilV lnciKlslnp wiih 
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Mann for ilie aiJthi>n(K*s fo ii niiKli* a i tempted to procure a iptn unh ai tween Blue star aiid the as^ssiiuiion. 

•mroK obvMKJh vntiiiiHrMiN h » ix'fxffJy telesa^ sifdit. Ai ii tiutHd oici, the i Hut Aitmder Tal tnadc several (nps to 

paid anv atU iilKKi weapwi took ItaiK amve iuid liic plan \ tlie taiNtal, He has t< 4 d his (nterroKaUirs 

Atiinrior Vn\ mkJ Mann ««aiMriui>d to was dnipped. 4 tlmi Ik* iiu t Kalbir Sin^th al hi$ lionio 

meet all ove r tls* ukiduv IVv nm- | thrxe between June and Aujwat 

Kpirecl III Maclliva l*iiHl< >th tlM V plotted t what staife <U Atundt*! Kil and j He has admitted, nbo. tlut tie had three 
ui Cairnlia and tU i 1 1.1 hi d in l^unbay. ^%Mar)n pel nvidved wKh Cite Ikdla <i(Ikt nwelmps wilh ihe (Ikiiie of [>vlhi 

Thev oVMi pliiniM'd i'» kiH Mrs <i:mdh(iii Kt<’up that actually killed Jndir.i t«afxRu.' busmessmeii ((lurlKJX Sinjdi ^nd Viren- 

Nap pur 111 .SepLon^Ki aislAl Under I'al Mann says lie never visited Ik'tiu la* der Sinphi wIhi tl>e SIT originally nuin* 


I 

The third man 

I A ttinder Pal. Singh *s career in crime 


H r started out a a mere preM 
operatot fur the H/Uv^lu in 
I Nagpur hut by ihi* end lie iijued 
himsdr aa a Saffron Pimpernel. Wtiie 
' the .SIT' IS only concern^ with Altin* 
der IhtI Suijdts actkms n 1 M 4 when 
Ih* conspired with Simnnject Sin|h 
Manr, the mher security aervicea 
are much more intereetetl in ^ 
actArtih after October 1964 wfwn he 
croHfwd over to Pskiatan. 

I Aiimder PaJ jouKtl i}i« A15SP n 
.1971. when he attended hii first 
i CrUfmaih camp but did not become a 
; camp corrwnander till 1978 when 
Bhind ran wale was on (he rise. In 
1983* he rose to be a senior vice 
; I president of AISSF and took over as 
president once the incumbent; Bhst 
Amrik Smgh was killed during Opera* 
lion Blue star. It was in Ukt cafMoty 
that hi* planned the Bhakra boi^i^ 

' the Indian AirKnea hgacking and— 
r ai^renUy—the Indira Gandhi assas* 

I I siiution. 

! He did not. however, become a 
I super-terronst till he arrived b La¬ 
hore and Iou>!hl another AISSF lead* 
er. Gupjt Suigh, for leadershb of the 
extremists. He took over 3S0 rnem- 
hers of various terrorist groups, then 
hiding in Pakistan, trained them to 
cause chaos m Puniab and stfl found 
time to knock oQ books of secession¬ 
ist poetry and the Constitution of 
Khaiisun. 

Among Attinder Pal‘s operations 
was one that involved planting se¬ 
vered heads of cattle b the lempies 
of Punjab b 1965. After Attinder Pal 
inform^ tas Pakistani corttraUers 
that no Sikh would participate b such 
a venture, three ^kManis were 
sent across the border to do the Job. 

In 1986. Attinder returned (0 
India to supervise his operationi and 
the following year, he launched the 
Khaliatan Literation Orgmisatioo 
(KLO). 'throughout 1988. the KLO 

vA 


had many successes. On 19 Kebru* 
ary. k planted bombs b the courts at j 1 
Patiala. Jalandhar. Hotlbupur and * \ 
Amritsar Idling 13 and enuring 86 ' 1 
pe<iple. In Au^t. the KLO caused 
two bomb eaptoaiuns b AjnaU; on 
Janmashuna d struck b Vra- ' 
jpun; a week later K packed explo* 

I aives b a vegetable oil tm m Delhi's ' 

I Dhnila Kuan; cn 7 September, a 
I KLObomb went off b Ihe police knes 
I n Chandigarh; on 12 September. 1 
another eaploM on the ChaaiM | 
border. Ard more deaths were plan¬ 
ned. These bcluded the murders of 
I S.S. Ray and Ribaro and a masa 
I abutter of MPs fdSowbg a bomb 
' eimlosion b Parliament. 

I The security services darn that 
I Attinder Pal was helped m many of 
Ns opentiona by finances cdected 
by some Bombay SdUts. They say 
that after Bhiestar. the Bombay 
grotgi the eguivaient of II SO, OOU 
, for a single consignment of explo- 
I sivea. After Attinder Pal's wtest. 

I three of these Sikhs were picked 
I up—Pararngt Singh. Jagmohan Sbgh ' 

I and Dal^ Smgh. ATI prodasn that 
I they are bnocent. 

I Attsxier Pal was captured cn 4 
October, after ntefTogation of cap* j 
(ured tentffisu had yielded Ns | 

; whereabouts. Kb arrest confirmed | 

I what (he pobce had king befieved: 
that extreniats are ^sy to nab once 
they become domesticated. Attinder 
Fbl had foC married b/^ril 1986 and 
soon got Nt wife, Kawaljeet Kaur. 1 
pregnant Tdl late September, she ' ! 
thought her fau^nd was caled I | 
Rabiubir Sbgb. Less then two { 
weeks after A found out that he 
was the Attinder Pal Singh who had 
planned the GaoAi murder, it wu all 
over. IV Ptfgab police lad lodied 
him up vd ad but threrwn away de 
' key. 


The foreign 

ha^ 

j There's no sign of it 

\ irhe Indian kubcontinaiu Kktrs to 
, I IiokJ foreigners responsible for 
the deaUis of its leaders: witness (he 
Pakistani hysteria r<dk>wing General 
ilia's plane crash. Similarly, every¬ 
body from the CIA to the Pakistani 
secret service was blamed fur Mrs 
GandN's aisassbation. 

In fKi. there's no evidence of a 
foreign hand b the Indira Gandhi 
murder. Justice Thakkar. who 
headed the commission mvesiigitbg 
the IdHinK. is a btt of a spy buff. (The 
j report he co-authored with Justice 
Natarajan on Fairfax has a cliapter on 
the dastardly CIA that reads like 
Rusay KaranAa on ^luedrine.) So. it 
is h^y surprising that the finai 
chapter of Ns report should direct 
• the SIT to see if it ccxdd find proof of 
I a CIA Ibk. 

The SIT took Thakkar seriously 
ciiinigli lu spend bu'ge sums (up to K$ 
70 Mks. aceordbg to one estimate) 
scouring the globe lookbg for people 
who might have killed Indira Gandhi. 

I They chicked on every notable over¬ 
seas Sikh extremist and bterrugated 
rebiives of Indian conspirators, but 
nothing turned up. 

I However, with the arrest of Atlb- 
I der i*9l there’s a chance that the SIT 
I might go for the PakisUn-did-it 
I th^y. It can’t be denied that Attb- 
I der Pal was very b with the PakuN' 
] ns. spent many montbs in Lahore. 

worked for P^&um Field Intelli- 
[ gence and wrote lots of letters to 
[ General Zb. UNbitunately for the 
I xenophobes» Attinder Pel first cros- 
I aed over to Pakutao ten days before 
the asaassinatnn b Octob^ 19^. 
As the SlTs thec«y Is that he 
planned it ad before he left the 
countiy. the Pakistan connection la 
0 ubg to be diCficidt to establirt. 





i i»VKksniH> 


tained were in ihr roti^acy. 

Also present al these niectines uvre 
Balhir and Dabp SiiiKh. a Reserve Hank 
clerk who was a proseciitiuii wiine'<s m 
the Indira (>andhi murder trial. 

llie SlT's theory <ill akviK hsis been 
that Kalbir, a ){arrulou« seoiniy guard al 
the Printe Mmisler s house, talked 
Heart Singh mio tissassiratmg lixlira 


Who killed 
Bean t? 

h was stupidity, nof 
conspiraty 

W is Beant Singh killed to shut 
him up^ In the aftermath of (he 
aaaasaimtioni nobody could under* 
etind why the lodo^Tibetan Border 
Pobce <1TBP) should have murdered 
the man who talked Satwant inio 
aiaasiiMtmg the Prime Minitter. 

Even now. the only explanation 
that leemi to fit the known (acta Is: 
stupidity. Immediately aher the mur¬ 
der both assMSins dropped their 
weipocu and surrendered quietly. 
According to one version, beant 
even said: "We’ve done what vre hod 
to. Now you do what you have to.” 

The two men were taken to the 
ITBP guardroom, where they were 
fm 30 minutes, guarded the 
time by armed 1T6P personneL No 
less dm ten senior pobce officers 
entered the guardroom during this 
period and saw the nssassna. but not 
one luggested that they should be 
handcuffed or tied. 

What happened next has never 
been officially confirmed but. 
qaparently. the agiuied ITBP guards 
began berating the asaassns. tugging 
at Beant’a beard pushing their tur¬ 
bans around, etc. The kdlers reacted 
to dss provocation by hinguig ai the 
ITBF men who promptly opened fire. 

TMa is not as improbable as it 
lourids. Od 2 October. 1986, the 
•ecurvy servtcea totally missed an 
•aaasain hidden ■> the budvs at 
Ralghat who &ed at the Prine Hiras- 
ter. When Rsdiv pdnted out to his 
minders that te was beng shot at. 
dtev fnlly found dK gunman. Then. 
jneiptoMy. they began to beat him 
up and would have kitted him had 
euta Singb not intervened 
TW'* (he WQ' InBi'i pofcc e ften 


Gandhi iind (hit B(*a»( inn>lvud Ihv 
yuung and rmpr<~tsiiin«ible Satvnnt. 1his 
view was endorsed by A 11 W 71 I Suigh. 
siAHthcr IMhi puh'c sub-inspct ux vd>(> 
later tunrd .ippruver. Last vear. Anur* 
jK UsU that baUnr had niMk no 

secret iit hat wi^ to inunk't Mrs (jMfidlii 
and hid eivn slated ilul li he was lace'll 
Rs lb Ukh^ and ;iirfarc for his (.miriv. 
then he wiiuki I'xpliKle a reiTH4c* 
c(aii rolled explossv in ilk* PniiM' 

Muubter's Immik*. Aiiuinil added lh.it on 
1^ August. 19K^. Ik' beaid He.inl and 
Halbir ik'Nieralaig about how "to get 
Madanr. And I hat Ihiee ilays bvk>re ihi' 
assassHiaiam. w’hen he (44d lie;mi that 
Ik’ would mK |A 1 m^cdied wUh tlx* 
^ln^pirAy. thi' assi»sin called Iwu a 
liuaht (cow irdl and mkI that Im’ liad 
fiSitKl ii tH'w boi tSatwanrj who would 
help hail, instead. 

It all of this IS tnn*. (hen it i» (airlv 
easv t<i MX' how Aiiindit Pal set m 
cnrXHHi ihr cv(*ms that hd to the mur¬ 
der. As he hid doe with ihc 29 August 
hQai king, he (hd not dirty hs own hands 
Imi UMtl a cut-out (front nuni -as he 
lud UHcd Indeiiil Um tlie ligack who 
iound the m luul iM-iiien. And pi^l as h- 
took care not to lx* in iX'fia wlien (lx 
.iircnli w.is hgarked. Iw Ich (lie t apind a 
week to iiii (fcis» bi-fore ihc assassnia* 
ticui. wvni fimt t» iHoifal) and tlxii. 
4 .Tos<<eil the Pakistan harder from 
Mankka. 

Otn aiusly. hv fenr<*d ihal his icunc 
wiKikl conx up diinnK the niwsligatHO. 
(hat toUowid (he asMssaiaiain bcxausc 
hi' remained m f'akistan for two years, 
never nslw redumoK to India. 

S ome purls of the story that the 
pi*tKe have pieicsJ (ogetlier from 
Attinder P;il Smgh's KitcrnigaiHin can be 
verified. 'Hiere seems iKtle doubt (hat 


Attinder Pal nrul finihir tiict ;ii (oithuv I 
SingJfs house m Ih lhi. \<.r i.ui it Ik* I 
demed that Guitiux hik'd Mrs (i.rorth i 
;ind wanted (o kill Iht Ih' Iun .iilinitkil I 
as riHK'h before, .\ik1 Atlii»k‘i I 

icrrorisl role his ni'ier . ... I 

Iheprohlemiswiihthenii <rul. Uli,u ; 
tht' p'lik'e have al (lx rimixiu i 
(Mil differetK groups. On ih' one hijid, ! 


AiMir M and Mm centtiiMd 
to mat il om ft* tmliy. The 
tanipM In Maiiya Piailaalii 
thay pMtol hi CUe^ ml the 
laM In Bantoay. Thayavan 
ptamadtoklMnGMdNIn 
NtoporbiSaptombarml 
AMndfir M ttHmoCid to 
procaraa (ua wHh talaacgiik 
aiglili.AaKtoniadoiit,tlia 
waapen took kmi to mtIw and 
HiaplMimadrtoipad 


(iKTcarc Sa(wonl ;iihI Hcaiit whochtl the 
actual sltoKjimit. And on the oifu r arc 
Mann. Attmdvi P:il. Hiiibn. (iiirlnix. rt 
si H'o prow tliai holli (ixse grou()S 
were piifl ol onc' hg corisvi xcy. liic Si'f 
nnis( dunMaistratc thit AkhkIci P.iI <utd 
hs asw xk) I cs pni I i, ill) r ii| 1 1< r rm i|iv. ituig 
Sal want jitkI Kcant. 'I'he ;iu(li<rn(ics snv 
that's easy, 11 xv otfit :is rviijrnci-; 

• the inlcrnigiitMHi of AkiikIcT Pdl 

• the f»*i (hai AflmiJei \‘:A m<‘\ H«lfnr. 

• lialhr's fili'CXpK'sseil hiurcUol Indini 
(•.indhi, 

• Ainar>i Snigli's lestiiiioiiv lIuU lie suw 
Halhr UHiting Ik'.iiit, 

Cnlorluilately, (lie Stl' Ih'cs n iiiajur 


^ y . 

\ • . 



QuiWui SMgti petit and 
Vlr«nd«rSlnfln;(MiMt) 
tM^ Singh: pert 0f« 
StWerem ceneptoeey? 


/ / 
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The acquittal of BalUr 


It doesn 't pay to fabricate evidence 


T he bimeit problem (acini the 
SoeciAl InvesiieaimiTeam (StT) 


I SpeciAllnvMiiiaimiiTeam(Srn 

is (hit Balbir Smflh, the man named 
by Ailinder Pal Singh as be«ig Ns 
cut-out (front man) in the conspiracy, 
has been acquitted the Supreme 
Court despite his ortginaf convictiOA 
having been upheld by the DeV\i Hi|h 
Court. 

Balbir Smgh was originally impli¬ 
cated by Amaijii Singh, who in turn 
had been mipbcated Satwam. The 
surviving assassin toM Iva imerroga- 
ton that Amarjit, a member ot the 
PM*i security staff, knew about the 
conspirKy. When he was arrested. 
Amatjit said that yes. he did know, 
but had not been invoNed^it was 
Balbir, another of Mrs GandN's 
aecunty^n. who had instigated 
Beant Singh. 

The police picked up Balbir and 
then—they claim—released him. 
They arrested him again at the Najaf* 
garh bus stop on 3 De ce mber. 
and produced him before a magli- 
tnte. They told the magistrate that 
Iw had been absconding ^ they had 
recovered s note from his podiet 
which contained a calender of the 
events that led to the aisassinatioa 
In this note, he tneodDned the ^tes 
on which he had met the other 
'conspirBtors’ and against one date 
had scrawled: "feh like kiUmg''. 

This, said the prosecutno, was a 
virtual confession and positive proof 
ot }m guilt. 

In fact, the prosecutkn was lying 
through its teeth. BaBxr had never 


uhsiacle. Only a few months agt^. iIh> 
Supreme Court t>verlurned K<<llHr*s con* 
vktion in IIk' Inchra tianUhi niurdef case 
and set him free, (n el lest, the ciunin'h 
highest court has ruled that he is niK)- 
cent of any mvolvemciit in the assassnta- 
tkm. 

So. if the cut-out has been declared 
innocent, (hen can tite two conspiracies 
be connected? Already manv of those 
involved in this affair have taken the line 
that Che (wo were totally independent 
plots. Last year Ourbux Singh toM 
SirNtiAv; “Ail I said was if 1 got a chance. 
I would have killed her and was culled- 
ing expk>Bive» kirthis. But this does not 
mean (hat I killed her on 31 Octuber.” 
And just after his Kquiltal, Balbir Singh 


been released. The whole story of 
Ms re-arrest was a be. And why 
would an absconding murderer carry 
a conteukm around n Ns pockeC 
The defence hammered away at tNa 
inconsistency and finaVy convinced 
the Supreme Court (hit the prosecu- 
tioA version was dewed. Conse¬ 
quently. Balbir was let off. 

What reaAy happened? Accordng 
to sources. Mthr confessed to 
Ns role in the conspiracy and agreed 
10 mdie s coci^essioaal sutement (b I 
magistrate. iNene officers vent 
through the detada of the confesiioA 
with Nm line by line and loU him to 
make notes of the dates on which he 
6 rst* thought of kilng Mrs GsndN 
and of (he days when he liMced i4» 
with the others. Once he had done 
thi. they landed lin over to (he 
Dehi pito and told them to produce 
him bmore a magistrate. 


When (he police searched hvn, 
they found the note end assumed in 
their dim-wHted way that they had 
cracked the case They pretty 
(abnested the re-arresi. made out 
that (^ had captured a messing 
assassii with the pbof actuaOy on his 
person and told these lies to the 
magistrsle. NstursUy. the truth 
eventualy came out and the case 
ojOapsed 

Benv accepts this version with (he 
quahficabon (hat he hadn’t confessed 
at al. but hid merely written dewn 
on the paper what (he SIT waited 
hm to say. 


Hm pain m Imi wUi tm 


GMta,a(iiTapmaMbae 


Mnphiqi,aNSnMil 

■BMMaMiUMnM 

iUiMKUNpUaair# 











Tiie Mpura pence voilon: MerrepMOAe M 


luick* i1 lieai that lu* wnuld (»|>p«ise nny 
suggVKlkm of H omspiia^y lIvMuh llie 
Sl*r was ki en 'hi fmdmg one hei iiixM.*: 
“thi' aBxassiiiMiHmor.i I'niik’ MirsHtcr of 
a oHjrlry by a nwre sub inspector and :i 
sonstatgi- dijvR not liHik wrv crc^dibk'. " 
IV hir w tlwivtorc fiK'vd with a 
(hk^nima. Altivxi Iiihii itx* tiint- he 
slatted the investjguiH)n. Ansintram haii 
(m*d to rstuMbh Ailinder l*:il .ukI 
Mann's invulvenient. Now timi he 's 
finally goi At under Ikd in custody and 
can <ul>stiinlui« his siJspkM>ris, lie is 
stuck with l)ic SupreiiH’ Court's acquithil 
of Balbir. One view within the bn* is that 
even if it IS. IMW. nut possible to link llic 
two groups of pk^iit-rs bccaube the 
cut out hns been freed. Mann and Altiii- 
dor I'al should be prosecuted anyway tm 
the grounds that they panuipaiid m a 
seixtnd conspiracy. This is tiK* line tlie 
SIT has taken si response 1o a pcIKioii 
filed by a Supreine Cixirl lawyer, wtucli 
argues that Sal want and Kehar's execu- 
tHms should be pul off (ill Altinder Vnl\ 
role IS fully investigated. Says U.S. 
Gakhar. the DIG oi (hr SH': "Auinder 
Pal has no relation with this case. This 
investigntion relates tu an independent 
and larger eonspir.x'y where different 
people are invidved." 

(in the other hand, another view lias it 
that the whole conspiracy should be 
seen together and Balbu's involvement 
re-examined. Halbir himself recently 
admitted to Si’Niiai that he feared he 
might be implicated m a fresh case. 


F or Anantram and the SIT. the cap¬ 
ture and confession of Attinder hil 


■ ture and confession of Attinder hil 
Siegh are welcome bre^s. Over the last 
four yevs. tlie SIT has become some¬ 
thing of a national joke as its case af^s( 
Sat want. Kehar and Balbir has been 
shown to be full of holes. Prosecution 
witnesses have suddenly turned hostile, 
post-mortem reports have been faked, a 
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TheThakkar 

Commission 

report 

r/i^re'5 nothing worth 
waiting for in it 

M odi of the myuery tunotnd- 
mg (he Indn Gandhi aisat- 
eiitttkm hie to do with the report of 
the Thikkir Conniilion set td 
inveetigite the murder, lutdn M. P. 
liiikkv exitnned 220 witnesees «id 
thm wrote s two-ptft report which 
the govenvnent promptir euppres- 
i«d. Even Presidctit Smih ww 
refused i cop^. 

Unforcurutolyr thoee expecting 
seniattonil revditioM ere ttcety to 
be diiapmted. StWMV's sources 
fiiy that Thahkir pissed the bock of 
doing ttM actual mvesti^tting to the 
SIT an] busied hcmetf whh finding 
out why the assassinatian occurred. 

To some of us, thia mi^ seem fire 
ooe question that is not tarnbfy 
to anawef, but Thakkv waa 

obaesdvety conceenad whh d» state 

of Mrs Gmdhi’s secoity. 

He cm down beavfly on d 
poice officen io ef VVIP 
•acarity. indwhng the addt»^ 
cttnsMoiMr H.D. PU aud the 
dnnty eooMiMswniwf HE. Gupta* 
ILK. Km, MnGandN*! tmetaa 
iiueiaanrf stgauBW* rtn gotit in 
tewdfdrttKaaoddtylifcifa. One 
;«Ma dMAer <Ms witti the ecB- 
Mina (for bad conduct) eoiaoed by 


( Supreme Own judge has (old (hem 1 hey 
are nut V'urih ycur salt' » MvcMiga- 
tors. Hiid a vual piei'C (d evKk'tvr .igamst 
I Italbir Stngh « undc'lv |wrvi*ived as a 
fnbncatHin. 

Atlmder Pali cunfcssiun ^ggcsu 
ihai the team had the tight suipnKNis 
but lacked the ii^vstigHtive abihiy Ifj 
diicument them. Instead, it fHi h»k on 
the liinfhiioiMired (ndnn puhc'e tectn* 
Quvs of intiniKiilMin iiod t^KaiMai. We 
kfiow. iMiw. iha( the asMai^smaiKxi waK 
not as IS snfnettmes i burned Ihe 
work of twir rtrluODUS (ana(K$ who 
happened lu be members ut Mrs tian* 
dhiK scitintv staff hut was. m tad. 
planned by an established lerrooMl 
grrwp. And we know. also, that those* 
early fears of }*ak»L;ini and CIA inv<]lve< 
iiK*nt were just so mmh nonsense. 

Wlial hap^ns neM depends on the 
pusenaiieni. Aitnder Pal i$ ihesecuniy 
services biggest catch m vears. 1*he 
Indira Gandhi as.w»Hina(«in wras just one 
of his early opefalMms. Sax'e llwn, he 
has operated from l*akistan and nusier- 
nnnded mnunerable terronst attacks. 
The iirtelbgetv:e agencies hope that be 
will blow entire temmst miworks. Hut 
whether he wdl be trid for the murder 
iixhra Gandhi remains to be seen. 








Someone is killing them off 

O M of the mo6i striking aspects 
of the Kennedy assaaimKion te 
die manner In which many of the 
nu^ wftoeaaet either died or dia- 
appeared within a decade. In ihe cane 
at the Indira Gandhi assassinition. 
it*i not iui( bcant who was mur* 
dered. 

• In May IMS. Amarjit Singh, the | 
•ingle moet importani witness and { 
the man whose evidence showed > 
how Bafbir had involved Heant who 
had enbsted Salwani. wai found 
dead. The nCBcial cause of death: 
opium overduee. Needtesi to say. 
nobody believes this, not even Hal- 
bir. who sayi: "i don’t think he died a 
oatunl ^tiK” 

0 Before that. Rattan Singh an im* 
pegunt suipect. turned up dead by 
the banks of the river Sutlej. He had 
been kified by the Punjab police. 
They said he had been part of an 
AISSP pany they had fired ft 
• The whareabouta of Gurdial Singh. 
Uv oUier security guard on duly at 
the tkne Mrs Gandhi was assassin- 
mie, are not kniwn. He is, for aU 
pnctkal purposes. missiDg. 

• Satwant and Kehr. o< course. wiB 
die in a few weeks, victims of the 
hangman's noose. 


Msnns casH* is Pai iiiHiiy 

L'dmalcd Sikhs, Ik* is o s^nibiil oi Pit* 
ciMtiiiHiiuty s vicTiiiiis;UH»t) Ht (In' ImuOs 
of an uni'Himg rvgiii^'- Pew of liis 
supporters belwve that lie hiiH niiy 
lerturist links at aU* -.nid cv*i:n fewer will 
bekwe (Iw SIT\ claini tiul Atlnider Pal 
has impheated him in tlic ass^issituilum. 
because he has bec^intf so imptxlanl U> 
the Sikhs, there is a <*hanc«* that the 
guvemnwnL will niK proceed nnv further 
with Ibt abegalKms agatnsl > him. 

On the other hand, there are tlx)se 
who bebeve that the law must take its 
own course. rTgriiUless of politkAl con* 
siderations. In fact, rxie ixirtkiilarly 
cynical view has it that m an election 
year, nothing could do the regime as 
much good as a well •pul tlu hed truil in 
which it was proved that Indira Gandhi 
had been riddled wHIi bullets on the 
orders uf Sikh lerruriii leaders. 
tM iwbwWew fWMaiid RaJbura 









*.. And 1 wu on a gnm voyage of 
discovery, and the land and the people 
lay spread out before me. India with 
all her infinite charm and variety 
began to grow upon me more and 
















































rbuSf wcrv (hv yttn «d>cn 
India wjh caught in the magrc 
cif i new 5|>ini The early years 
nf independence. All Ihc 
aspirauuns and hopes of ihc 
country wvre centred around 
(he sdvery figure of one man. 
Pandit Jawdharldl Nehru. Its 
leader, jnJ Its guide m its 
lournv'*' luwj*ds the fulfilment 
i»f Its drvarn.>. 

Me thought of holding the 
I'NKSCO Conference in India. A 
mcment oi pride and gJory. So 
the concept nf the Ashok Hotel 
was initialed by him On a 
magnitude and scale that could 
reflect the grandeur of India. 

Since then the Ashok has 
witnessed much of history. And 
.y>mc of the greatest names who 
have shaped uur times have 
passed through its re^ndent 
arch. 


Today the Ashok is a 
metaphor hr magniriccnce in a 
hotel. Walk the spacious martle 
lobby with handsome granite 
pillars speckled with joy. And 
feel the llounsh of a gieal 
deiuae hotel leaning over to 
capture your heart. Like a home 
wilh a touch of splendour 
Eat like a Pakhtoon within the 
rugged fort ress of Frontier. 
Relish the famed Mughlai 
delicacies at the Durte. Savour 
Piench fare like a 
discerning Count at Burgundy. 
Cross the biirder to China 
Town. Melighi in a dish at the 
Tokyo restaurant. Or nibble 
oukk at the 24*lKKir Samovar. 

The warmth of the Ashok 
envelops you. And gi^s you a 
sense of Monging.a feeling 
of integrity. 


Over the years the grand classic 
of the Ashok has been refined, 
perfected and made more 
comfortable. Technological 
advancement has ^ned up 
myriad new possibiliiies of 
looking after the needs of the 
guest Mter. Compulehsed 
inlerhotel reservations through 
Ashok Network and Ashok 
Internet. A comprehensive 
business centre with all the 
facilities that a business 
IravelJer seeks. Statc*of*the an 
equipment and techniques lu 
make o successful convention 
oreKhibiiion. 

The Ashok ts in touch with the 
limes. With a clear visiOA of the 
future. Constantly updating its 
facilities to suit the needs of 
today and adapting them to the 
requirements that tomorrow 
will pose. 


The 

Ashok 

Croup 


Ashok Hotel 

New Delhi 
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A reputatfon under si^e 


Jyofi Basus lily white image is marred by three major scandals 


Last month's qihs: Who ts iho most 
honest chief meuster in the cotmtry? 

Thk month's qua: Who is the most 
honest chief tmsster in the country? 


Jjrrti 


on*l be surprised nine out 
oi the ten people who re* 
pbed iyoti to the first, 
Question inswer the 
second dttferently. For. 
suddenly, snd most unexpe^edly. West 
Bengal's Manust chief mnater is faced 
with a plethora of corruptiofl charxes. 

If the diadosures about his and his 
government’s alleged pr^teervtg have 
been met with sh^ and dUbebef. it is 
because Basu has enjoyed » enviable 
distinction for personal niegrity. A 
r^utation so sobd that even his detrac* 
tors st the Opposnion—who have de* 
scribed him vanoudy as authonurian. 
faacist. Solinst and reviaionia(-*have 
rarely dared to question has probity, h a 
sense, his dothes-^spotless white dho¬ 
tis and fwrtaa—seei^ to make the 
man. But after 46 years ot pubbe bfe. 
•diich includes three successive terms 
as dnef minister, the ^ots are begui* 
ning to show. 

Over the last couple of months. Basu 
and his Left Front government have 
been niplicated in three RUfcr scandals. 
First, it was the Benpl Lamp issue, 
«rhere be was charged with promoting 
the interesta of a fiim with whkh his son 
kvas assoc^ed—a tangle that nearly led 


jjwiMn 


to a maxr goverrenent crisis. Even as 
this controversy was raging, he was 
accused of favouring another company 
with a contract to renovate Bangs Bha* 
van. the state goverrunent’s guest house 
in New Deiu. The latest snart-^nd in 
sume ways the most sensational—carm^ 
to light only early this month. Base’s 
government was tomed for handing out 
an unTM^^^sarily large sum uf compensa* 
tkm to the erstwhile British owners of 
the now natkmahsed Calcutta Tramways 
Company (CTC). The unseemly haste 
with which the government finaliMd the 
terms of payment, having bypassed 
procedural norms, has led to the suspi* 
cion that kickbacks were involved. 

AB in aU, at the begmning of this 
month. Baau s lily*while reputation was 
under siege. 

The tram scam is by far the most 
complex c4 the three. To understand it 
requires going back to 1967. when the 
first Unit^ Front miniatry took over the 
adminisintion of the V K-regist« red Cal* 
cutta Tramways Company-^wned by 
both British and Indian shareholders. No 
compensation waa paid as the properties 
and assets of the Cl’C were tu remain 
with (he shareholders Eight years later, 
in 1973. the coinpany proposed tu the 
Union govemnent that its assets be 
acquired by (he state government in 
return for a suitable compensation. 

An understartding was reached be* 
tween the CTC and the Centre fixing the 
compensation amount at Ks 218 lakhs 
(£1.150,000). of wluch haU was to be 
repatriated to Britain and the rest to be 
kept in India. The Centre then in¬ 
structed the CTC to finalise the agree¬ 
ment after negotiating with the state 
government 

But the Calks didn't make any head* 
way. In 1976. the West Bengal govern¬ 
ment (headed by Congressman S.S. 
Ray) passed an Act nationalising Uie 
CTC. The Aft laid down that the state 
governme n t would deport the amount 
agreed upon earlier (Rs 2t 8 lakhs) in the 
City Chril Court, which was empowered 
to diaburae the money among daimanta. 

The 1976 Act was an anprovement 
over the 1974 agreement in u much as 
the entire compen s atioo amount wai to 
be retamed in the country for distribu* 
tion among the ahveholders and credi* 



(he rules pretcnbe that nubcvi)' billow 
the rank oi jnini secreiar>' Tiiav do fui? 
Why was the hrumie ministry bypassed 
in reachinjr the settleincnt.’' Why w.isn't 
the hnal settlement proposal veiteri by 
the Cabinet? Why was the settlement 
lijnire $u much higher than that agreed 
on m iy74? Why dxJ Aclviriya revorn- 
mend settlement pr<>posa)s that were 
weighted m heavily in fsvoui of the 
I'ompany? And. lastly, why tlie need to 
reach an uut'<il*L’oun settlement when 
the 1^76 Art chsniy did not violate any 
lornial agreement? 

(hkly the answer to the Iasi question 
has been forthcoming. 1'he present 
transport minister. Shyamal L'luikravar- 
IV. has claimed recently tiuit l)w govern* 


(ors. Nothing was to be paid (o the 
company dir^ly. This led the CTC to 
compbin that the Act did not conform ro 
the understanding it had reached with 
(he Centre. In turn, the Centre sug¬ 
gested that the Left Front govemnienu 
which was by then (1^77) in power, 
amend the Act in order to honour the 
previous understanding. Hut the state 
jP>vemment did no such thing. On the 
contrary, it argued that b6 lakhs of 
the compensation amount was payable 
to rt as (axes and so on. 

With nu agreement m sight, the C1'C 
management fUed a writ petition in early 
lyKncunlestmg the validity of the 1976 
Act. Significantly, the i'ompany enlisied 
a Calcutta-based businessman. Sar^ 
Poddar, to fight the case. Koddar is a 
CI^UM) sympathiser and a nept^w df 
Anandilal Poddar. who is a liule friend of 
Jyoli Basu's. Saroj is also the son-in-bw 
ofindusinakst K.K. Birla—another giM>d 
friend of Kasu s 

Th(» bte advocatcgeneral (AC) of 
West Bengal. S.K. Acharyya^ self- 
confessed Marxist appeared on behalf 
nf the stale. During the hearing, he 
pleaded that biith ihe cunkndmg parties 
warned an oui nf-c^ourt settlement and 
permission for this was granted. After 
discussing the matter with the L'l’C. 
Acharyya sent a settlement prupusaf to 
chief minister iyoti Basu. Hie terms 
demanded by the company were start • 
ling. Jt warned roughly twK'e the amount 
decided upon m 1971 Ks 218 bkhs (o be 
paid as compensaum to the company, a 
further Ks 134 bkhs as interest on this 
amount and another Ks 7U lakhs (o 
account fur the change in the exchange 
rate VVhat was en more startling, was 
that Acharyya noted that the company's 
claims "appeared to be justified". 
However, lie recommended that o>gy 
the Ks <?28 lakhs be paid to the company 
at once and the rest he decided upon 
later. 

The cloef mirdsier forwarded the 
proposal to the transport mmrstry. 
where it was shot down by the bureauc¬ 
rats. Two reasons were advanced. 
First, that since there was no formal 
agreement between the CTC and either 
the Unxm or state govenvnent, there 
was no quesOon the Act having 
violated the 1974 understanding. 
Second—and far more imporuntly—the 
department pointed oui that amounts 
recommended as interest charges and 
on account of exchange rale differences 
(totalling over Rs 2 crores) was not even 
ebimed by the CTC in court! 

Acharyya (hen modified the proposal 
but even this Ml foul of the transport 
department. In due course, in July 1960. 
the AO came up with a l)vd proposal; 
that the state government be allowed to 


withdraw tht Ks 218 lakhs from the City 
Cfiil Court; pay half (4 tbs to the CTC, 
which it cu^ repainaie: and retain the 
babnee pending settlement of ebons. 
Un K July, the prupiisal rrark'd (he 
transpim minster, who approved it at 
cnee. The file reached c^f minsier 
Basti the same day and he too promptly 
okayed it In a week, (he fmpusal iilv) 
had (he approval uf thi- law minisier. 
The govemmem was clearly m a huny. 

F IX reasiim (hat are ng rk*ar. the file 
remained with the innspixt nuns* 
(er for a few months. In Aprd the 
fulkiwing year, the issue IikA another 
cunous Intle twist. The persuual isms 
U m to the transport nisvsler, IXK. 


Caleims nni the compsesatioci ptt6 to natioiwfM the sarvieatoo penerowa? 

Mank—who was by status a clerl(->sem ment went through with an out-of-cxiurt 
a draft agreement to the AG with a settlement as this was one of Die 
covering riOte stating that he was pre*cixiditRKis bid down by (he World 
directed by the transput minister to dr> bank for granting a Rs S2 cnxe loan to 
so. It was no( the same as the one the Calcutta Urban Transport Fnifeit 
approved by the govenvnent and when (CIITP). 

presented Mure (he court by Acharyya. How much did Ba$u know of Ihe 
it was accepted (he same day. The gooigs-on? That he approved and signed 

settlement stipulated that out of Ihe Ks Achaiyyas third settlement proposal is 
218hl(h8. Ks86bkh$ wiObepaidlolhe esiabhshed. Basu was unavaibble for 
company for repatriation, another K» 86 c*invnent when Sunday rcquei^ted an 
lakhs to the state govenvnent agamst ds stterview. AU he has said on (he matter 
daims and Ks 46 lakhs wi be kept in a is: "I haw nothing to say. All this is a 
CalciKta bank for use the CTC m any calrufcated affair tu maligri my. govern- ^ 

manner r wished. Afl that the Indian ment." Perhaps. But this stdl leaves the 

shareholders got was a bank guarantee ({uestion open of how far the chief 

torn the company to the state govern- iramiier nvss briefed on a settlement 

ment for a mere Ks 20 bkbs. that viobted government procedure and 

Clewly. Ihe Indian sharehoMtf s were a slate Act. I'hai lie was completely 

done in at the end But the manner in n the dark over an issue that involved 

which the setdemem was reached raises some Rs 4 crores is somewhat far- • 

i runber of quesUons. For om. how fetched. Says Cyan Singh SohanpaJ. '■ 

could Mank-a mere derl—be amho- Congreis minister for transport when \ 

need to send the draft agreement when the Act was passed: "Jyod Hasu had no j 




business to jso m for tn out court 
settlement whkh clearly vtriitcs the 
1976 AcL Somi*l)ody mu^t Imcv made 
money/’ 

T hat Marik’H letter aitri m UiU of (he 
tram ^ ani were k>akt <l to the press 
soon after the Hon>pil Umip and Banip 
Hhavan cuntrover^K's ^uilaced made H 
all the more eiulMmsa^nj! for the 0OV' 
eriuiwnt. Jl the susp^ion over the CTC 
is!(ue wjs iluii die ii^toentment/party 
roi'c'ivcd iru>ik*v »\ reiuiTi for a Keoeroui 
e(vn4H'tis;its<jn, m IIw Kenful l4n^case. 
the ehief minister was directly 
char«i;i*d wnti nepoiisni. 

Jl tnnii* (u liKht in the foliowinft 
m>mner. In June this year. Taper Roy. 
ilie iiiA/iiijotiK dirc'ctrtf of Hen^ Lamp 
NV<irks Liiniied. a medium'SCilc jovK 
s<,>citir unit, wrote a letter to 6e fbntxrr 


rmater of pub&c woriis. Jatki Chakra* 
borty. Roy requested the nanster. a 
member of the Revduborary Soc^iK 
Party (RSP). ooe of the Front's 
rmoor constituents, that the 
hitherto order afi bulbs and fluorescent 
tubes from the company as it was 
incurriAfi losses. Chakraborty wrote 
back saying that be lad discussed the 
matter wtth the chief tnonsier and in* 
stnicted the PWD to order at least 53 
percentofitsreqtBrement fromBengal 
Lamp. When this excha^ of letters 
came to Jyciti Basu's notice, he sent a 
stiffly worM note to Chakraborty that 
he had not issued "any tbrective for 
0vin8 preference to Bengal Lamp". And 
that afl he bad done was to ask that 
’*their prayer, along with other manufsc* 
lurers". be considered. 

Appuendy. Chakraborty understood 


sdttt had transpired differently and 
was unwilUng to pass up recording his 
version on paper. On 26 August, he 
made a starth^ notation in the 
He recaSed that sometime in 1978. 
"when Shri Cbandan Basu Clyoti Buu's 
son} was working in Bengal Lmp Works 
Ltd. he brought Shri Tapan Roy. manag* 
ng director of the company, to see me. 
TV latter requested that. the state 
government shtxild purchase all lamps 
from his company, i accordingly discus* 
sed this matter with the chief minitier 
who was pleased to state-^ my mem¬ 
ory serves me right—that to the max¬ 
imum extent possible we should puren- 
ase our lam^ from that company, 
noUang to this effect should be recorded 
n any file.. ." Although Chakraborty has 
not said as iiwch pubbdy. the implica- 
(ions of this note arc clear. First, that 


A contimmist and a parDamentariaii 


Jyoti Basu sometimes appears more of the second than the first 


H ad Karl Mwx been alive today. 

he would duubtJesi. have htw 
pleaiK.d by the spread of coenmun- 
i^m. Hut V would probably have had 
to iurK*ed« that not everything had 
goiH? according to |^n. It wasn't the 
industriai societies of (krmany and 
England (hat first went communist 
but backward Russia foBowed by 
agrv'ullural Chuta. And even in East¬ 
ern Europe. Man's conception of 
revohitkm never really took off. 

liKlia’s communists have preferred 
bclkits to bullets and met with some 
success. Nobody embodies this 
nppi'OiU'h better thanjyuti Basu. the 
patrician chief minister of West 
Bengal. 

A ivodm t iA Calcutta’s Si Xavier's 
Jyoiibubu recdvitl his fmal grooming 
.it Lc^ndon’s tirav’s Inn. and joined 
(he Conin^unist Ibiny of India via rhe 
Contmunist Party of Great Britain. A 
typii'al He^li hfadniok rather than 
a firc'caring communist. Basu is 
mure suited to parliamentary politics. 
In fact, m ^vste ccjnversatinn. he 
otten admits. "Revolution, don't t^ 
about it. Maybe my grandchildren 
win never see it." Unkke many 
others of his generation, be realised 
early that pc^tics could provide a 
career for iwn, and &ingte*mindedy 
devfUed hirhself to Hi d»sen pnfes* 
SHXi where he has climbed lo the hop. 
TIk- litftge^t surviiing chief mini st er 
ill (he ciiuiury. Kaau. at 75. U (he 
dtirlmg of the Bengali middle dns.' 
noiwtihstimding recent charges ot 


corruption which have somewhat 
embamssed hfrn. 

Lite a inw upper dass Bengsk. 
Basu stayed away from polRics in the 
'Pvties wdien others hts age were 
going to iad fee participating in the 
freedom movement. Hts father^ 
NtshAunto Baau (an eminent physi¬ 
cian trained in the USAh sent hkn to 
England to try foe the ICS. Having 
laM to quebih' ki the dvil service 
exammation. Basu opted to become a 
barrister-at-biw. In England, he came 
in touch with Krishna Menon and 
others through the Indian Majka. and 
in the early Forties returned to incka 
a conarranst. 

Fertiaps. due to hb background, 
he did not hive to start from ecnich 
and was inducted as a leader mto the 
trade union movement. In 1946. he 
along wHh two other communists— 
Kupchand Roy and KaunUl 
Brahnm—was elected to the Leg- 


TWCPKMkMmMBwb 
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illative Assembly of undivided Ben- 
gaL After the Partition of 1947, he 
became the focal point of the two* 
member communist group (Rup- 
chand Roy had opted to stuy back in 
East l^stani in the state Assembly. 
Suict then he has never looked back. 

In 1949, he married fur the second 
time and by 1952 became a member 
of the poUtburo of the undivided 
Communist Party of India. The local 
bourgeois press took a liking to him.> 
In Basu they found a man wV did not 
hesitate to critkiie Dr 6.C. Roy, the 
legendary Congress chief minister of 
West Bengal and a friend of his 
father's. 

A fter (he bod movement uf 1966. 

the Leftists succeeded in creat¬ 
ing a djvhMm in the state Congresa: 
Aj^ Mukberfee. with a large chunk 
of tiis K^ppurters. formed the Hangla 
Congress. In the 1967 Assen^ 
elections. Congress lost the majority 
and A)oy Mukhetjee lormed the first' 
United Front mnstry wtth Basu as 
his deputy. They came back to power 
for the second time in 1969. Bui this, 
however, prov^ to be a disaster. 
The consemation uf the Lefr was 
completed dumg l97;f-77 wtwn ttw 
Congress irinistry led by Siddhartha 
Shaidiar Ray was in power, (n the 
1977 Lok Sabha elections, the Left, 
abgned with the Janata Party, led by 
P.C. Sen. to return b the pnfitieal 
arenas and in the subsequent Anem.* 
Wy electKVtt. the CPKH). emerged 






HPBCULHKNmr 


Jyoti Basu favoured a finn Chat his son 
was associated with and second, that he 
wanted it to he kepi a seaet. 

When this rHPtiHR was scooped by the 
Bengab dady Afli^abazdr Punka, ad 
hell broke louse. The CPI(M> charged 
Chakraborty with fabrKatiiR the con* 
tents of the note to nulign Basu and the 
parly. Ji made three dcfrumds; that 
Chakraborty apologise for the notation, 
that he withdraw it and, lastly, that he 
resign froci the Cabinet. Meanwitie. the 
RSP fell m tine behind Chakrnbunv i*nd 
received stippon Ironi anoilier Kront 
partner—the Forward Bloc <KH|. Chak 
rahorly iRreed Ut apuloRise for wmuiR 
the note but refused to accede the other 
two demands, tn the end a ?rhQ(ir 
Rrivcramcnt rrtais whs narrowly averted' 
when the cninisier resigned at dw re* 
quest ul his party. Ihe note, however. 


Then n Aom ato beliw M 
Mn CiMknMy Mud en 
mtiwtieM (ran Ml pirty. 
IWrfoMbihrainlhiCPIdlDraJ 
Km RSr hm bew ibiiMl l« I 
Nhle. But tbin At pnctoyal 
paliAiiy«rAeylimtuniid 
wryMto 


s*ill in tlw Ales. 

Boncal Ump was nrM the only issue 
i)V4*r whrh Chakraborty embarrassed 
the Kovenvnent. Csvn as the con* 
trusxfsy was ragmg. Chakraborty drop¬ 
ped anuCht^ bombkhell- imce again, (he 


tlw single largest party. By that 
time the Banitto Congress had be<‘n 
disbanded, and the Cl'KMi eanw to 
power akmR whh «mal}«r parties as 
llie Left From. 

In the last 11 years uf |.elt Knau 
rule, the CP1(M> has gobbled up, 
many of its partners m power, like 
the Bangki Congress (a aplin> 
ler KTuup of the Hanj^ Congress), 
the Marxist Forward (IkH*, the llol- 

e «vik ['arty and tvm faciions of the 
cialists. The three other Left par* 
tics-' Uie Cl'l. the NSl* and the 
Forward Bkx—which arc still m the 
From, are under piesaurc to nin- 
form to Cl’KM) rules 
The Cl’KM) owes its speclKulnr 
lirowth tojvoti Basu. As of now. he 
Ul both the goverttfneni and (he 
party, and nobody, either m the pniiy 
or the K<>vemnient has the cuur.ige 
to questioit his 8upremas:y. Ihe party 
secretary. Samj MuklicrTee. swears 
by jyudtobu. and (he younger ksid- 
era in Che party and the pox^em- 
ment^Biman Buse. Buddhadev 
Bhattadxaryya and Asim Ihiagupta— 
try to remain in his good books. 

A family man. Hasu, no doubt, has 
a soft otfner fur hi.i son. Chandan. 
and close relatives hke jayaiila Koy. 
his bru 1 her-in-law. MamuLi Bny. his 
sister'iit'law. and nephew. Amd Dul- 
la. who is also a CHKM) MF. 
Kewever. family ties have of late 
been a source of embarrassment. 
Chandan s business links «idi nlus- 
triali^ Jit Paul and his role at getikig 
balk ot^rs for Bengal Ui^. where 
)te was a junior executive, have 
raised e)‘ebnws. 'Ihe inclusKin of 
Jayania Koy on the board of various 
state underUknn has been quei- 
ifoned in pwy'for^imi. The <wt*<^* 


turn t'Milrai*i given to a Cxk’ulla* 
boat’d Mutwati induatnalisl for the 
supply itf road rulers lu the slate 
l■l>xenKnl'^t. the reWase of prime 
guvemnitf nt land m Salt I .ake to part y 
^yiiip<iilu>*en». tlv appuoxtnient uf a 
ciiiw ri’lative tr> ruMact NKls for 
mvvAtmenis m (he slate have led (o 
filk*gaiKjns (if nepuliarn against Basu 
recently. 

Bin tlK*n. nothing succeiiJs hke 
sucreits. And (he CHiM) kn>wxihat 
Basu is the vofc-caither for the 
party^mi other partv leader has hi% 
clarnina or credibikiy. And as k>ng 
at 'rakes in the xtMes. the party 
wiff stand by hen. 

To deii'miine whai his magir mn- 
trihutfuns to West Bengal hax*e bevn. 
a slate he has ruled for 1 1 years, q 
somewhat drfficuR He has unproved 
the chront power crisis and cun- 
strw'ted Asa's largest staAum in Sail [ 
l.ake. liesides. the CFKM) cuntrols 
all the idb pamJwh where pan- 
rhayvls look after fundniR uf rural 
devekipTnenl. But far a& (he m- 
dustnal scene is oincemed. the cun- 
drtiun IS bleak. Farlories^have pm 
up*!diuttcrs and th<iU9ands of 
workers hax'ekKlempkiynieiH. 

But then, as a biadrdiuii, basu 
has tried to mauttan law and 
order, and his party has 
become identiried with 
Koiigah ethmcny. .And 
(hi'r<*tn lies Che Cfuitra- 
diction of Basu > 

Manost r\de k) West 
Bengal. 


target was the chief minis ut. On !4 
October, he wrote a person.^ k tU t lu 
Basu in xvhich he ( laimed th.u hciig^il 
I .amp was not Che only issue in whk li Ih’ 
obliged the chief minster in the niiilti'i 
of awarding contracts. He recalled tli.it, 
in 1979. the contract to rernwaie tht* 
slate government’s guest house in New 
Delhi (Banga Bhavan) was iransforred lo 
D P. Kumar and Company ai ih(' re¬ 
quest of Basu The Arm is owned by h 
relative erf Basu's close l onfidani. T)ic 
contract which had been earlier .iwariled 
to Mackintosh Burn Company, was for a 
sum of K$ 6!) lakhs and the renovatKti 
should have been complete in iHKi:. 
However, work is atill m and will ('Osi 
the government Rh 5 crores. Moreover, 
Ash^ Mura, then Itnaiu'c nunivivr. 
obg^'led strongly to the ciHitrxil Ix’ing 
awarded to 1Kumai m viulutlon of all 
lender rules Oni'e again, this letter ot 
Chakraborty was leaked to the tHess-* 
this tune to the Cakuita l»a»ed Knglish 
daily 77k Telegraph . 

JaOn CMviMrty; (Ihmii pheiecepy of itie 
cenwovafslal now: •mbanaMlnp 6Mb 
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STECULREKpftT 


U nderstardably. the CPUM) is very 
coTKemed about the source of the 
leaks. And. naturally, suspioon has 
kn on Chakraborty hins^. Also sus¬ 
pect is )w trusted PWD secretary, who 
has since resi^d—the flamboyant, ar- 
licuUte and powerful S.M. Murshed. 
Both have denied the aUegalinn, 

On the (ace d it. Chakraborty had a 
more plausible motive to leak. R^ntly, 
he has felt personally slightod over two 
foverrunent decisions. IV flrst took 
away charge of the state housing board 
from the public works ministry. And the 
second transferred the job of laying 
roads from the PWP to the tUU 
pahsMs. Chakraborty felt that the 
decisions were part tif a plan to curb his 
powers. 

However. hi« motives need not have 
been only personal. There are those 
who bebeve that Chakrabmiy leaked on 
instructions (rum his party (the KSP). 
Relations between the CPKM) and tis 
Kront partner have been strained for 
quite a while. But since the panchayat 
polls in March this year. I lie V* haseiunied 
very bitter. Kor one, the RBP(and other 
minor constituents) was unhappy over 
the manner in which the tickets were 
distributed. The KSP felt that the 
CPKM) was trying to extend its influ¬ 
ence at the cost of the other Front 
partners. That CPKMl-cxHitroled pan- 
chaysts have been receiving more hinds 
than those held by others has been 
another point of contention. The wt- 
security of the minor Front partners has 
become amplified with younger mem 
bers of the CPKM) pubbely cts^ung that 
the Front has outlived its utikty and that 
the party should go it alone. 

Another view atinbuus the leaks to a 
divided state bureaixrracy. This theory 
paints Murshed as an ambitious civil 
servant with an overriding ambition to 
become chief secretary. (It is wed 
known that Murvhed has senous differ¬ 
ences with the present incunKient. 
Rathin Sengupta, and that the two head 
Actions within the state bureauerKy.) 
And that when he realised that his 
ambitkm would never be fulbOed. he 
decided to spiD the beans. 

Thne are those in the state civrf 
service who believe that Murshed was 
unable to come to terms with his dimi¬ 
nished status. He was once very dose to 
Basu and during the second Urated 

Front goveiTunent was appointed joint 

secretary of the home nunistry. super- 
ceding many others. Basu. who was in 
charge of home then, was instnunenul 
in fixing the appointment, Murshed 
served Baau well. During the time that 
Basu was locked in t battle with the then 
chief miniiter. Ajoy Mukheijee. Mur- 
pereonaly drafted the fonner's 


ai^ry heders to the latter. Ironcafly. his 
decl^ began after Basu was etected 
chief rninister for the first tune n 1977. 
As power secretary. Murshed teD out 
with finance ministeT Ashok Mitra over 
the despaidi of a learn of experts horn 
the Benital Chamber of Commerce to 
the SanUldih power ptant. In Basu's 
absence. Mitra was deputed lo k>uk 
after power and Murshed lock the 
decision tr> send the team without con- 
suiting him. Mitra recalled the team and 
had an angry exetunge ot w^rds with 
Murshed. 

Things were never the same for 
Mursh^ ufter this. After being shifted 
lo the tran»p>irt depart mem «s Sector- 
general. he was moved imce again lo the 
PW|> as «ecretao', where he became 
close to Jatifi Chakraborty. Murshed 
aMts Ihii he drafted the Bengal Lamp 
note that caused the sensatiun. But he 
toU SriNiMY that he only toned down 
and edned a longer and stronger note 



election and about 31) Uik S^ihha seats 
frum the slate. At a very cooservalive 
Ks 2 bkhs per Assembly seat -iikI Ks 2() 
bkhsperL^ Sabhasem. Iheni(»ney the 
party needed to fight the eleciion would 
have been in the order of Ki^ 8 aores. 
Althm^Eh this is an esiituaie fm Wi*si 
Bengal alone, it strains the 
to believe that such an amount cciirld 
have come from chaiid/ib and subsenp 
Uuns. 

Clearly, the bulk of the Cl*KM)'s 
tunds. as those of other parties, have to 
come from somewlwre else. One 
view -and a cymcal (me- ts that (be 
party accepts hefty payoftK in ri'lum for 
favours to big industry. CongressnK'n in 
Wesi Bengal view Basu's friendship with 
Slime of the state s indusinalists with a 
great di’aJ of suspicHin. Hasu is close in a 
number of basmessmen such as M M. 
Khaitan, K.K. Hirla. K.P. Oiienka, Ka- 
Jim Prxklar, the Todi brotlieih and some 
multoutional houses like Bnttania and 
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written by the ftirmer PWU rraraster. To 
be kir. Murshed has more than jusi 
demed that he leaked He chaDenges; " U 
the journalist ccsicemed got the docu¬ 
ments related to the Bengal Lamp and 
tnmways issues from me. then I dis¬ 
charge Nm from the ethical obligation of 
not disclosing his source. He is at 
.omplete bberty to disdoce the identilv 
of the person if I was (hat person." 

T he tlvee scandals (fraw attention to 
a questHm which has never been 
satisfactordy answered: where does the 
CFKM) raise its ftaids from? The official 
line is that the party colects its money 
nuudy throujdt chandas (smal! donations 
from the peo^) and subscrgjtkm from 
the cadres. When asked how lbs suf¬ 
fices to fi^t elections. CPIM) mem¬ 
bers invarahly resort to (he argument 
that the pvty spends much less on 
dectioneenng th^ say. the Confp'ess, 
But Ibis deai^ doesn’t wash. Kcr exam¬ 
ple, the CPKM) contested about 2U0 
Assemby seats st the last West Bengal 


Hindustan Lever. 

tf iIk party does collect its funds from 
Bidusiry. th^ it stands iv reason that 
most of it must come frum West Bengal. 
True. Uie Mandats are in power in 
Kerala too. but the state is virtually 
bereft of industry. According to esti¬ 
mates 80 per cent or more of (he 
CPUM)'s funds are generated in Bengal. 
Says Saugata Koy. state Congress MLA 
and former Union minister: "The 
CPKM) is totally dependent on JyoU 
Basu ior funds.'’ 

Hnw much the three scams are re¬ 
lated to the search for party funds is a 
question worth exploring. No one—not 
even bs most bitter critics—has ever 
alleged that Basu has taken money for 
himself. But scand^ involving a govern¬ 
ment have a way of gravely undermining 
the ima^ of the man who heads it, And 
Basu will have this very much on bs 
nnd 0) the days (o come. 
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Bring prosperity into your home 
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CALCUHA 


REVISITED 


Thirteen years after his classic work Raghubir Singh returns to photograph (he 

city of joy 
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I have been intrigued by Calcutta, ever since t first visited it in 1961. My fii 











W hy did 1 do a iecosnA book oq 
Calcutta^ 1 could hare simply 
reprinted the 197S work. After 
all, it had had its measure of s^ess. 
But then* success i$ not the reason why 
one does a book, in the first place, 
unless you ordy have an eye to the 
market, 

One should do a book because the 
subject or the place inui^s one. it 
l>ooks you. U throws up a package of 
visual problems that are going to take 
hA w^and patience to overcome. In 


doing sa you enlarge your oeuvre. 

1 have been inCrvoed by Calcutta, 
ever since I first visited k in 1961. My 
first drive across the Howr^ bridge and 
over the HoogMy is sti fresWy etched in 
my mind, f have lost count of the times 1 
have subsequently retraced that route 
Yet. the bri^ never lafls to excite me 
each time, and any time of day pr otghi. 
Formethebridgeisalsoametapiur. fix 
the many other parti of Calcutu that 
have captivated me. 

But to be captivated by Cakucta 


doesn’t mean that you know how to 
photograph it My earbet pliutographs 
were abixist all in the documentary and 
joumalistK vein. The emphasis was on 
<kw]^ Ca/cufta. not on the photographs 
themselves. Above all, there was a 
Caihire of form. 

A9 of this became dear to me within 
tvm years of the publication of the earlier 
work. So over the years 1 had been 
toying with the idea of photographing 
agam in Calcutta and publishuig a new 
abuflt Slowly, from tl^ eerty 19dUa, t 
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bei^an (0 do so. This time I had no plans 
and no formulas. I sanpiy walked the 
streets, visited homes, stiidios, theatres 
and cafes. My apfvoach was imuitive. 1 
wanted to stunAIe on to things. 

When I began editing the jihoio- 
graphs, w^all sets began to emerfp;: on 
arcNtecture, on the interwrs of oU 
houses, on the lanes, on the intense Ide 
of the streets, on the srtistK world and 
Oft the middle clasa..l began to exp^ 
these sets and look for nwe comple* 
poaslbOfties. 1 had now begun to Warn 












The photograp^r cannot usurp the writer’s territory—analysis. Yet, the 


h()W lo C'^liUtU. 

CHkiiitas Hlrct ts and 
playinK l<«rini> hiivc* pnriilk’ls. You 
antik'ipalr. you iivKt In U‘(Wk. you 
position youi sell by skuiIkmi. Y<>uroppi> 
IS rht* MiHJiwirvI iniH’. *llK'rt’ aie 
lhos(‘ luht’s :iiHi guit<' frequently l<i«» 
when wu im i Ihe U hui vou pi-rSist m 
UMh>! for tlirfi uic You have trained 
yiHirs^ K f<ir I bat u inner, 

SihUi I discoviTed I had dist arded the 
.iiviiril ol jounMlisfii and ihe 

VH’icilot;h*;<l sciiu'i*. I was no lon^r 
worried nlioul ubethto somedutip was 
heinK ikiiH* al>oiil CaknjiUi or w hether it 
was indeed a dvinAniy. InthetimeMot 
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tlie dumb caiDera and Ihr dumb photo* 
j^aph, these issues are irrelevant, llie 
pholojCraph asks no questiuns and pro* 
vidcs no answers, 'the pbo(of?rapher 
canrtrt usurp the writer’s territory- 
analysis. His own turf is the dumb visual 
work]. 

Yet, the phoiocrapher can infuse lus 
phutojiraphs with psycboiojcical mtirna* 
cy, he can look deep into the faces uf 
peupk. he can add atmosphere, he can 
puikh with patina and compleK 
it And whether \w i$ photofiraphinji 
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tographer can add atmosphere and complex detail 
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IN BHILAI 


THREE 

GENERATIONS 
OF COMMITMENT 
TO STEEL 


A pledge was made in Steel in 1953. It 
started as a vision, transformed into 
reality and renewed as a mission. 

A bold step was taken in the fifties to 
set up three integrated steel plants at 
Rourkela, Bhilai and Durgapur in one 
stroke^unparalleled m the history of 
any nation. They grew under heavy 
oddsnurtured by Mrs.Indira 
Gandhi—and have come to complete 
fruition at Bhilai. where the four 
million tonne expansion project 
stands dedicated to the nation.This 
coincides with the heralding of the 
Nehru Birth Centenary celebrations. 

It was on 27th October -28 years 
ago — that Jawaharlal Nehru 
inaugurated the Rail and Structural 
Mill of Bhilai. From one million 
tonnes then to four million tonnes 
now. 


The mission has been renewed in^e 
third gerteration. A bolder step has 
been taken to rejuvenate Ml public * 

sector steel industry by modernising 
the four integrated steel plants at 
Durgapur, Rourkela* Bumpur and 
Bokaro and setting up a giant steel 
plant at Vizag for a faster economic 
growth. 



JtWflTHrlil NeMu «nd ypu^ig OMhi tl dhMi— Ming t|>* ih«pe o* tfkflQ* oom^ 


This is a commitment to the 

future—to enter the 21st century with a resolve of steel 
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Steel Iflakers to IheNifiph 






There is a price one pays for working in Calcutta. For me, invariably, it meal 


«ttvimiiK i •ik ulU <* m I imbucfrio, he 
musi t^niptusM tiM* cirdnui y Mher ftun 
Iht* rxlr«*rdiiury In other wotdk. the 
limek'ss <ivir liv timebound 
In spfle U iht* dumb visual wfirld m 
whK h 1 work, (ht* cirduury bit uf Calcut 
ta diK*s make mt* worry, though (ho*>e 
wtjrrNs hdvi no pl«e m the* photo 
grephv My wucni*s are now rather 
speiihc 1 w<siy about Kururiuh be«Ht 
tumi'd into a hij^ rea* lompkni I w<vry 
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about the deniohtMt o( Maiunotho 
Ohosh*^ home with that wtxiderful roocn 
o( musKunS portraits 1 worry 
whether the baoS mil ^ n the streets 
several years Idler I worry whether 
women we arms red-burdered sans wil 
stril do piaa brfbn: ibc Xiabi liant a 
jeeneralion from now I worry whether 
iht tradn tonal Kab and \ hTg» eruiees wil 
survive 1 worry about what effett 
elettroncs wOl have on the iradmonal 
ind art of Cakutta 1 worry about 
Lies, the rajs-picker and pevement 
. who will not budite from the 
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A lifetime of work cannot exhaust the infinite possibilities of Calcutta 
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Mtnvt. WiS hv wrviw ancMhtT nnnv 

fttKm? 

Th^n there are IIhim* worrjrmK 
aspects that are hen* i<i sljy: tht* 
doxUnpa. the crowOms. tlie Iralfk' yum 
and the anarchy U the street. Once. 
duiinK Dgrjta l^lia. 1 was cauftht in a 
tnfhc iam in Cartel for iwu hours. As I 
waiieH. I steeled myself mtu a kmd ol 
helpless relaxation—or was it stupor? 

There is a price one pays fn* wnrkmjt 
in Calcutta. For me. nvariabiy. it means 
a coM. a rasping throat and often hijth 
fever. 1 have never pot used to the dust 
and pofiution m the streets or the 
unhealthy and stagnant air-condiiwaning 
of hotels and restaurants. (>n each inp 1 
have been knocked out for days. The 
putrid water in the city’s taps makes me 
sicic Yet. 1 have never fled the dty. 

Often the Hooghly has been my 
escape, even in the heat of June. In this 
scorching season life on the Hooghly is 
absfvbing and more interesung than at 
any other time. People are swimming, 
diving, being massag^. and taking their 
time over rites and prayers. A walk 
along the Hooghly is a tork. However, 
this will have to be included in another 
volume. 

For a photographer in CalcuCU. there 


can only be two seasons: good photo* 
Ip’aphs snd bad photographs. A Irfet^ 
of work from one Jtfie to another cannoi 
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exhaust the difntc* possibilities of Cal* 
cults. Ihe hire of city's lanes, the 
surprises in Ute streets, the con^xity 
of As life are both eidiaustmg and 
rejuvenating. Hbs powerhouse of a dty 
one's ener^ but simultaneously it 
bestows rich artistic rewards. It is the 
most irttense dty I know —that is what 
makes me return again and again. 


cans* ni» M SMM bn napiitfr 

AasKiM by Vmfm me *w*a wiWda iM. 













In QuMt of fldini't Dreoi 
DICWeavn 


Suitings exclusive 
for all seasons 
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^vnmitmtnt 

Wt itoiitt M deloyinf o fob. 
evw bf 0 CM money. So 
wt ^tpoct 0 dtont^s idiMte. 
£wy commftmefli mode ^ ue ^ 
0 comm/cmern honoured bf vl 
So /c im‘t surpr4/nf tfM ftodUM 
Wdf hot 0 re^uto^ boMf 
•niMeort ofio dehver. A duotfty 
wmch hot hetpt4 us frow 
tremendwd/ on afipnhontifo 
morhet ^hich hot olio hefptd 
us win seven Cumkoy projects in 
seven yeers. for Conmandoi 
ftrtiinvt, Cuforat AmhcM, fndio 
Cement, joypee 8ewe. AM 
Cement. Vosovodotto Cement 
ond ^ihrom Cement 
Commitment mpk^ with 
comrstent duohtf end the 
hodth»e of Kfopp Po^f$Hit AC. 
West Sermonf. A fbw smeH 
no 9 on $ jbr our reputed 
c o p a i W i^ 
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Death of a soldier 



rerroriyts gwn ^Oivrt 
Major General B.N. 
Kumar, chairman of the 
Bhakra Beas 
Management Board 

It was (he beaming ri 
yet another routine day 
for MAjOt Genera] B.N. 
Kumar. On 7 November 
at 9 am the churmaft o( 
the Bhakra Beas Manage¬ 
ment Bnard had just step¬ 
ped mto the car after waving goodbye to 
his wde Sheets and dog Buasn The 
chauffeur revved up the car and aa it 
headed towards the maoi gate of (he 
bungalow in Chandigarh’s sector 35, the 
tnaor general settled down. probaUy 
mulling over the thmg) that 1^ would 
have to tackle at work that day. It wae 
then that the gui^ire was h^d. By 
then, the car hMl already turned the 
comer and was out of Sh^la Kumar's 
sight who stood at the door 
Cunosity and terre^ made her rush 
out of the bungalow and onto the street. 
As she watch^ with growing horror, a 
Uiie Marub flashed past. But it waa only 
when she saw the chauffeur screanwg 
wildly that the trutJj struck home. And 
then pane took over. S'le dashed for the 
car and wenched open the rear door. A 
gruesome sight greeted her. "BN waa 
sitting there with bs eyes wide open,” 
said the distrau^t Mrs Kunar. 'XDoiy 
his forehead was completely... 
smashed. He was there and yet not 
there. 1 did not even know that he 
figured on the terronsts' hit list Oh ! 

she said,as she wept inconsol¬ 
ably. 

It IS said that there were three men n 
the Maniti who forced Kumar's dnver to 
stof^ one of them then came out of the 
Maruti and shot the armyman m the I 
forehead. For some tune now Major i 
funeral Kumar had been m the centre of ' 
a raging controveny: that he, as the ! 
rhairman of (he Bhikrs Beas Manage- | 
menC Bo^ (B6MBK had been re- I 
apOAsiMe for the floodi m Pu^sb. The I 
rumours ^iread like wildfire e^eoafiy 
ater Bahv^ Singh, the former finance 
miniater who is despentdy tr>mg to 
make a comebeck to the polhicil arena, 
charged (hat it wis Kiarur’i deciiion to 


releaae the exoeaa 
waters of the Gated 
Sagar that bad 
brought misery lo 
the hvea of 
thousands of people 
m the state. 

Obviously many m 
the marooned vil¬ 
lages, overrome by 
their own misery, 
bebeved Uvs fanUs- 
tic tale. But few 
could have guessed 
the truth: not only 
waa B.N. Kumar not 
reaponaible for the 
decision taken but 
he was abroad when 
al this happened. 

On laa return, he 
learned of the vib- 
fication campaign 
launched against him 
but he never once 
shunned responsM- 
rty for ha aifoorte- 
ates’ actxMis. The 
heat and dusi raised 
over the unfortunate 
controversy thus 
ckwded the litherto 
uTfiectahle record 01 
the armyman who 
had been on deputa¬ 
tion with the BBMB 
for the last I wo and a 
half years. 

The Prone Mouster when appnsed of 
the raging rontroversy and the charges 
a^wiat Kumar ihd not hesitate to give 
hpn a (dean dot during a loeas confer¬ 
ence n Chandigarh. But by then, the 
damage had akeady been done: the 
terrorists had found a pnae target. And 
on the second death anniversary of 
General A.S. Vaidya. who was also 
gunned down by extremists, they alw 
dead Kumar, who had dutoiguished 
hanself both as an arniyman and an 
admauatrator. 

Meanwhile, the situaLion a Punjab is 
fo»t detenorabng and (be rabal advan¬ 
tage earned by the government folow- 
9^ the success of Operation fock 
Thunder haa all but been wiped out The 
r e ce nt bomb blut m Baiala when blled 
25 people and the mMesa missaae gf 
mgmt bbouren in ludhana are iust 
remders tte peac* n I\a9ab utiii 



: OfiMQ Kumar: oagle and 


dstanr dream. 


Though the government has taken a 
tew precautions to prevent a further 
acceleration ui violence by sending 
security forces to surround the bead- 
cjuarters uf the Damdami Taksal on the 
eve d Diwah, the pobce have failed to 
control the law and order situation. 'Hie 
pobce had been feanng the worst ever 
since Akal Takht chief Jasbir Smjdi Bo^ 
announced a sArbat khatsA at the G<4den 
Temf^ complex dunng DiWab. Later, 
however. Rede called it off 

Hie tremendous goodwill that the 

government had earned m the wake of 
Operation Blade Thunder is now a thing 
of the past And as the death tott 
mounts, the government’s promoes of 
bringing peace to Puigab aeem to hive 
been m vam. 


57 




A gamble that paid off 


Popular support for the 
CM's 'purge'forces the 
dropped ministers to lie low 

Kor a um'^rtsin 
weeks, it seeniei) i» if 
A^bdiii's younii chief 
rnmistcr would have \o 
ahajidon hib post afii'r just 
iwo year» bi power. But 
the tientors tt^ncrated by 
the massive rv^uffle in the Asom Gana 
Panshad (AGPl ministry on 22 October 
have new subsided, the dissidents have 
retreated, and PrahiBa MahacUA still 
reifins supreme. Not even the 
heavyweights amonp the 12 mmAteri 
whu were axed—and their number was 
considerable—could tin (he scales of 


power. No doubt m the heat of (he 
moment, a wt of angry nnses were 
made. But. apparently, none of these 
rattled either Mahanta or the home 
minister Bhngu lliukan or the PWD 
mmiater Atul Bora, who comprised the 
tm that had effected the reshuffle. 

Laht Kajkhowa, the mfltienual mins* 
ter of U^nsport and power and a Phukan 
follower, wlio was dropped, thundered, 
"We could have left (he party before the 
swearing'm ceremonv and broujdu down 
the government. But we are not selfish 
Ifte him (Mahanta) and are more con¬ 
cerned with the interests of the people." 
The former health and agriculture mims* 
ter, Chandra Mohan Patowary, atoo ai 
important figure, described his exclusion 
as "an insult to the people of has 


ccinstituency and to the orgamabon to 
which be had onginalty belonged, the 
Asom Jatiyatab^i Yuba Chhatira 
Panshad (AJVCP). Bi^ Sarma, feemer 
minster of food and dvd supptes, once 
thought to be invndile, dar^ anyone to 
prove that he was conupt Even (he 
tow'profile ei-velertnary minister, 
Nagen Sarma. dashed ofi an angry lerter 
to the daef minster (o dem^ an 
explanaUun fur his ihanusaal. 

Predicubly. the first phase of U>e ^ 
from power saw the fonner ministers 
hotdmg a senes of meetings which were 
said to have also drawn over MLAs. 
But apart from nebulous statements 
about a "future course of action which 
might demand a change of leadership a 
( he AGP", nothmg concrete emerged 
from these parteys. It was oMnound 
(hat Mahanta had sent hit emissanes to 
the dropped ministers and had offered to 


rehabiitate than n "respectable posi¬ 
tional It was also said (hat he had even 
attempted lo quell the kopendoig rebel' 
liun \yf cdTering to quit arxl cal for (he 
mpotitkm of President's Rule in Assam. 
These reports were, however, draied 
by Mahanta. who it fraBy emerged 
stood on much firmer than his 

opponents. 

For just when the AGP seemed to 
headaig towards a crisis, (he (bssidents 
abiindijned Iber decision to demand a 
change at the party leadersh^ Reason: 
many wuNn the AGP (tH that (be 
reslHiffle was Mahanta's master-stroke 
as rt was aned at wmng back (he 
confidence and support of the 
Assamese, who were g^bng svrusing' 
ly disiBuswned wkh the party. 


Popular disgruntlemeflt was reflected 
A the repeated demands made by the All 
Assam Students' Union (AASU) to re- 
move al those ministers who were 
fK'ing aDegabons of corruption as wed as 
in frequent exposes of the misde* 
meanours of certain mmistera in the 
normagy sycophantic regionBi press. 
Obviously, Mahanta, Phukan and Bora 
were aware of the storm their decision 
imghi rase, but hoped that the people's 
support for their "purge" would offset 
the affected individ;^' annoyance, And 
the pmble paid off. 

IV last nail in the dropped ministef a’ 
coffin was dnven by Mahanta's own 
vkrus^aon that seven of the 12 miniaten 
who were axed did not face any comp* 
(ion charges, thereby implying that the 
other five did, And the five he did not 
name were those very heavyweights 
who had stridently denounced tui actkxi: 
Biraj Sarma, Rajkhowa, Patowary, 
Digen Bora and Thaneawar Bora. Yet 
another minister, Abhijit Sarmii, it was 
posited out by top AGP sources, had 

alio been a lia^ty 
at he was an ac' 
cuaed in the murder* 
of R. Parthaaaralhy, 
(he former comnus* 
lioner of Dpper 
Aaaam. during the 
agitation. 

When Mahanta 
had himaelf identi¬ 
fied the undesirable 
elements in the AGP 
it was hardly likely 
that these people 
would be able to win 
the support of the 
people. Mahanta’s 
rationale for exchid- 
ing the other mliia- 
ters was described 
^ han as an ^auster- 
ity measure', as 
Assam ta ladng a financial crisis this year 
after the devastating floods. This ex¬ 
planation is bound lo go down equafly 
wel with the peo|^ who are reehng 
under the crotau^ of spiralling prices 
and periodic shortages of essential com' 
mottles. 

As a pre'elecloral exercise, the 
reshuffle and the strong action agamsl 
com^pt minsters is Hkely (u pay off, 
though Mahanta's headadies are far 
from over. What with ex'inirasters Ske 
Digen Bora, who was alio a close buddy 
of the chief nanister, issuing veiled 
threau to the effect that he was pnvy to 
many of Mahanta's secrets, the chief 
nanister, it seems, has sliU not managed 
to suah diiiidence totally. 
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The price of peace 


Dissidents are back on (he 
warpath over the issue 
of the Janata Dal 
party presidentship 

Thr dtssidence lune can 
tf beard once aiiain ui the 
sute unn of the Janata 
Party. In a major revival 
the original dissidents 
under the kaderahq) of 
the public works and 
irngabon minister H.U. Deve Gowda 
are back on the warpath over the 
contentious issue of who wiD be the 
state party president. As party leaders 
in New [klhi were ^epanng lor the 
forma] ratification of the *nerger. sche¬ 
duled for 18 November, the dissidents m 
Banjtalore planned out their moves. For 
the crucial post of state party president 
of the JaMU Dal. the disaidents are 
backing Siddaramaiah against Ramak- 
rishna Hegde's protege. Dr Jeevarai 
Alva. 

TIk dissidents' game plan 1 $. as 
before, simple and deadly. On the agen¬ 
da is a cal for a change in the govern¬ 
ment’s style of functioning, a memoran¬ 
dum to be sent to the national party 
presidenl, expression of doubts abcut 
the wisdom of giving op the party's 
idendtyt and so 00 . This time, the 
diasidents are not threatening to coivie 
the government-^ both Siddaramaiah 
and Deve Gowda are now Cabinet 
rainiater»-hut the dissidents' campa^ 
might shatter the fngifo unity to the 
constituents of the JanaU Dal had 
achieved. So, the prke for peace, seems 

to be the party presadentahip of the state 

tnt 


The dissidents' campaign was 
mounted with an eye on the timing. 
Deve Gowtfa and bn vocal supporters. 
SiddvainaiaK Y K. Kamiiah. Dr H.L 
Thimme Gowda and B.L Shankar vi¬ 
sited chef rrenisler S.R. Bomnii on 9 
November. Accordmg to a close aide of 
the dssident leader, Boiwiui was repri 
manded for adoptmg the Hegde hne 
despite ha promise to dunge the old 
ways. And the fnmme suggested that 
he couU demonstrate his wibigness to 
emerge from indtf Hegde's shadow by 
a ppointing their candidate as the party 
pcesidenL 

One ot the dtssi d e oSa is reported to 
have even threatened the chef ninister 
that If be reneged on hs earhv promise 
of making Sid&fi maia h the party presi¬ 
dent the JanaU O^wodd start efr with 
a spin. And to prove that they meant 
buaineas. 50 efissident legislaMs later 
met at Deve Gowda's residence and 
prepared a m em or an dum addressed to 
the party presidest Ajit Singh. 

Bui Hegde foyilsu have not hesi¬ 
tated to cry out that the dissidenta are 
playing foul Said one. *Tbere was no 
underaUndng that Saktar ama iah would 
be party pre ai denL That laiderstanding 
was withdrawn the momeia Deve Gow¬ 
da conte8ted,on 12 Augustjfor the daef 
minister's post He dnvty loat to Bom- 
tnaL** 

And so. to battl e of nerves haa be^ 
once a^n. “Even one man b 
to retiD to stenbty of the i»au 
Party,” say to diwidents ”UnfU or 
per^** say to loyskats. But wiD Bom- 
mat's hick hold and wtt he be sMe to 
avert s showdown? 


School for 
scandal 


Four students accuse the 
principal of St Stephen ’s 
School of abusing them 
sexually 

When Charsniit Singh, a 
student of Chandigarh's 
St Stephen’s School, was 
summoned to to prinap- 
al's room one day, it was 
with ■ mixture of curfoaity 
and trepidation that he 
made his wsy to Harold Carver's office. 
The student wsi met by 1 concerned 
headmaster. Chsraiprt recoUecis that he 
ted pulled a muscle while playing foot¬ 
ball "Once inside the room." Cteraruit 
recala, "he said that 1 needed a massage 
and a^ed me to remove my clotos 
wfufo. he bolted to door from inalde." 
Wtei followed was 1 traumatic expeii- 
eme for the young student: Charset 
had allegedly been sexually abused by 
to pnnapal. 

Chfvarait'B accusation against Carver 
aknost three yean after what he clabns 
was the first of a aeries of such asaautu, 
was corroborated by those made by 
three others—Karbinder Garcha. Har- 
kanwsl and Navm Chhetri. The four 
have lodged an FIR against Carver 
aOegmg that to principal had abused 
tom sexuaBy. Besides, the young stu¬ 
dents have also daoned tot "the prin¬ 
cipal would threaten us with dire con¬ 
sequences" if they refused to cooperate. 

Said Harbinder Garcha, "He used to 
threaten me that he wiB gel my parenu 
Idled if I didn't do it, (homosexual acts). 
He made me sign a blank paper. Later 
he said he woukl use it against me by 
saying that 1 have been indulging in 
homosexual acts with other boys. Pn- 
tarn Singh, a dose friend dt our princ^, 
forced me to smoke in spite of to fact 
tolamsSadi.'' 

Gursharan also alleged that Carver 
would induce to boys to indulge in 
homosexualiiy and then sexually abuse 
tom himself Carver would ofien beat 
them up b toy refused his overtures. 
Eventually, to boys spdte about the 
prindpal'a mtsdemeanours to Carver'a 
mother who promised she would have a 
taB( with h^ son. But to ptindpil 
contgued to abuse to youngsten. 

Pinatty. it was one tk the victims' 
fiih^ who disclosed to a reporter of 
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77m Tnbune vi JaUndhAj ih sordHl 
floinjEB on in t\» pre^tKKnjs •« PmiuI On 
)7 0<tobef, H4n^ Cjncr uid ^*num 
Singh (a staff imMithet i ipf^ d fur anii- 
apatory (Mil which rhc \ wi n i^ranied by 
Che distnc t ^nd st^ssttwis juH^ jri thandi- < 

garh Ii isaUi'Vcd ih.iU<uv<i wlDihtjkls 
a Knti^ |Kls^pc*^t lucl m^ik iinpic use 
of his posriioit <*s pMiuipdl of SI 
Stephen's SihooJ n his piiisuit >A per 
verse pleasure Anti ihoiigh his mibbe 
havioui Wds (immiihjo kisiwksJgc Hmung 
the Schools Modems .nxl tediliet». tew 
dsKHi to pioti'ki fi di uiK pubtic disfCTKe 
Now (he iiist' Mk'ed <igairisl Carver 
by the Students imikr SeLtam 293 and 
2^4 ot (he IPC has birwn the bd off 
Uw murky KomRs*nn in the ichool'i 


Many questions, few 



HenM Carver charged of pervereien 

prenu^es I'he di&closures have, no 
doubt, caused great pubbe' oulragr And 
political parties too have snbciaed the 
pnnup^ demanded acuon aj^uist 
hm Govemoi S S Ray ha» <cssured the 
oUaena that ;u$tx e would be done in this 
case Meanwhile, the Chandigarh pubce 
has conducted raids at (he prmcipars 
of6ce and rcsidum e jnd the a^mrstra* 
bon has appointed K 0 bmghal as the 
acting prvKipa2 of the school On 7 
Novem^r. Carver’s plea for a fresh 
antKipatory bail was r^eaed by the 
court and on 10 November the pobce 
succeeded in anesimg him Carver was 
produced in the court of aub-judge G.S. 
Sevrak who cetnanded han to police 
custody tmbi 15 November. However. 
Carver maintains that bS the charges 
a^mst hon are baseless and he is being 
made (he wtim of a vicioua campaiffi 
the scene now shifts to the cour¬ 
troom where the next act of this sordd 
dnms will be enacted. 

Rfta tMww^Cftawfcwfr 


answers 


Congressd) ministers are 
caught on the wrong fool 
time and again in (he 
Assembly 

Hie end nf the 22*day 
winter session of the 
Assembly must have 
come as a ^reat r^f to 
Ar)un aid hts minis¬ 
ters Not unly was the 
CongressfTi caught on the 
wrong foot time and again by die 
Opposition, but there was no stopping 
the Bharatiya Janau Pait/s Sun* 
derlal Patwa who relentlessly grilled the 
Congress inristers Hie upshot li it 
was that despite the mductMi of several 
new mnslers by Aj)ua Singh, they put 
■) a pathetic performame. aa a gle^ 
Opponbon coetttiued to embarrass the 
govemmeni So much ao that some of 
the veteran rrenisters m (he Congress 
too were shamed into silence by theu 
I colleagues' mabibty to sausfacionly 
I answer the Opposition membefb' mo 
sive Questiofts 

The government's helplessness be* 
came apparent during (he dtecussinn on 
the Pan^yat Amenfrnent Bd Patwa 
displayed an hitherto hdden talent for 
detet^ and tew among the ruling party 
members had a chie about the amend- 
menta. The Panchayat BiB was mtro- i 
duced (o amend about 40 
cfauaes n the orvnal Act 
The amendments had been j 

already made through an ▼ ^ 

ordnance but when the BiB ' • 

was introduced, n cen- ‘ ^ 

taned more amendnents " 

than chose 




agreed upon What irade thing's more 
ddhcidt for the ruhng party was the Ut X 
that some within the Congress itself 
objected In many of the pn^^ed 
amendments 

A weD*teepared (ippuwtion the 
opportujuiy ^oid giiBed the guvemnwnt 
im legal and proiedurdl «<ore'« At rmc 
point a hnrdsM*d agncullurc mmister. 
Shivbhanu bolanlu. even i.onuncnU'(i 
that if Iw had any preimmitiun jbout the 
gnllmg. Iv would have i e id appniprute 
tMKiks and prepar'd lev thi» se<*«ion 
nuumter. Mrs M.inju Hai. luo 
was at a kKS li/ answer (hr Spcakci's 
queries 

Strangely, ibef numsiei Ai'm Smgh, 
was nut preH^nt iti the House mi i all such 
ncus»ns leaving hjs muu^liTs to U iid 
for themselves In f.nt. senun ton 
gressmen like former Speaker Kam* 
kishore Shukla maintained a «lou silence 
throughout the pioteedings Phe appa* 
rent unprepuredneis of the govemmeni 
evetked reprimand from the Speaker on 
more than one occashu; 

Yet afw. when the discussion on 
drought came up, the ruling parev was 
caught napping--literally Since Lhe chief 
minister was not piesent m the House, 
(be Oi^Bibon demanded thai the re¬ 
venue minister ^lioukl make an ^^ppeai* 
<nce. only to be told tJiat KajRvmi Paid 
was asle^ m his bungalow^ The Speak 
er adioumed the House so Ihat the 
mnster could be awakened and brought 
(0 the Assembly 

1 he Looperaiive Amendment Bill was 
another issue which provided the 
Oppoaiiim with an opportunity to lash 
out at the government dunng the 14 
wtungB •) the House Though the Bill 
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was aventvaOy pa$s^ thinki to the 
Congress' Urge mandate m the House, 
the (^position did pose um embams' 
sing moments for it. 

The Congresa(l) faced a difficult dme 
during the debate on the KrisN Upia 
Mandi as not just Opposition members 
but also its own party members, posed 
many an embarrassing question. The 
growing disenchantment vrithin the fv* 
ty was apparent at the Con^ss Le^- 
ature Party meetvigs too and at one 
such meeting, Aijun Singh's arch-nv^ 
Shyama Cham Shukla, was accorded a 
gr^ w^me. Singh had tried to stall 
ShukU's re-entry into the party for the 
last eight years but eventually had to 
back down after the high command 
paved the way for his comeback. And 
now. Shukla is spearheading a move¬ 
ment to oust Ariur &ngh frum the duef 
ministership. 

Ail this has only demoralised the 
Congress members whose performance 
in the House tut rock-bottom. SoUnki, in 
the absence of Aijun Singh, was left aD 
alone to tackle the Oppoaitton*i 
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onslaught and his spirited fiid^tback failed 
to do any good for the rulmg party. 
Eventually, SoUidd too lost the wd to 
spar with the Opposition menders and 
debate on tte comnwaion’B repcet 
on the alleged defection of 6JP leader, 
Dr Shaknjeet Nayak. to the Congress 
ended in disaster. Though the debate 
wis sougtit by the Congressfl), Patwa 
turned the issue around and used 
U to level fresh aDeptions against the 
government. 

Arjun Singh's second term as the chief 
cxuniater has so far been riddled by a 
series of mishaps, beginning with Shuk- 
la’s comeback and the growing ranks ai 
cksai^t camps. Now whh his mnstry's 
disastrous p^ormance at the Vidhan 
Ssbha, the disaidents are only Beefy to 
step up their omptign against Arjun 
SinA And. as for the Oppoeibon. it is 
unUcefy to withdnw from the scene 
after having dnwn 6rst blood. 
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Back on a winning track 


Wr<. yiTi’f,’! 

India beat Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan to lift tht Asia Cup 

This year might weQ have 
been 1492 lor crickei. 
Ashraful Haq. organising 
chief of the Asia Cup 
loumament. hsa dUen- 
vered in Dhaka a New 

_ World, a t» Christopher 

Cebmbus. Some 80.000 people padeed 
eito the 60.000 capecity National 5u- 
diunt to watch the bx&s-Pakiitan match 
(the only time the crowd exceeded this 
figure in Ihe bst (wo years for India- 
Pakistan matches was ii Calcutta si 
Pebrurary. 1967); pteenshers broke in 
at 5 am for one of (he matches: tickets 
were quoted at double their ffice value 
STHj (here were queues half-a-ldlometre 
long at tkfcet cowters an hour before 
Kapil Dev rw ii to bowl the first ball of 
(he match to Rameea Rs^ 

When seen against the badedrop of 
blfang attendances at cricket pounds 
the world over, this scenario in Uiaka 
came as a pleasant surprise. But the rest 
of the ain ipc titi on turned out to be an 
anti-dlmax of sorts, interrupted only by 
upsets that are so avtomary in aidtel 
In this reject. Sri Unka was the 
prmdpal ofiender. It beat Pakistan ki the 
and and qualifiedfor a place ki the 
final. Smee Bangladesb was csi the 
receivkig end B ks natdies against 
India and Palbstan. the encounter be- 
tvreen India and Pakistan dedded who 
wrotdd play apmat Sri Laidta in the ffiul. 

India beat Patostan by four wkketa 
but not befor e Motinder Amarnath had 


played one of (he better ennings seen in 
hmited-overx crickei. In reply to Pakis¬ 
tan's 143 aB out (Arshad Ayub ran 
through (heir rnnings with five for 21 
after having been hit for 58 runs in the 
prtvvM enc'xinter), India appeared to 
be in trouble at US for su. Qadir who 
had picked up three wickets by then and 
still had a few deUvenes left to bowl 
I seemed set to win the match for 
. Pakistan. 

I And he might have done so had it not 
I been for Amsmsih. He played s Test- 
match-like innings and saved India. Each 
I lime Qadir or Tsuseef flighted the ball 
' with three fielders crouching near the 
I bat. Amanuth would be content to tuck 
it away. Occasionally, be picked a single 
and very rarely drove for s four. Wh^ 
he wafted back (74 not out in a total of 
143 for six), after what was )ust another 
day at work for him. the ac^ Pakistan 
captain Abdul Qadir embraced him and 
the rest of the Pakistan team formed a 
respectful aisle ss Amarnath. head 
bowed, bat raised, disappeared into the 
pavibon. 

TV Sri Lankans gave a lie to the fi^ 
book. In their matches against India and 
Pakislan. they hit the rii^t combination 
that raises the perfonnance of an aver¬ 
age side: average bowling, excellent 
fiekteig and attackiRg batting. On the 
I two days out three they needed this 
, fbnnula to cfick. their prayers were 
' answered. 

f In the final between India and Sri 
I Lanka when the islanders desperately 
I needed a victory they w^e ditiVd by 
I Lady Luck. Th^ were bowled out fer 
I 176 and the Indians crossed the total 
, with six wiciceia to spare. 





A Bush in hand 


Contrary to popular belief, George Bush's victory has pleased New Delhi 


Omp’". il\t leUfr be- 
B tfHTt and ended with warm 
penuioal regards i<i P^rbara. 
KfiMfl SMWr and Kajjv”. llw conleni$ ot 
Pnjne Miniaier Gandhi'» letter In the 
new US I’residenl Bush, n 

which he kxiked forward tu working with 
hnn» nwy luve been (^liludnius. But 
the pi*n«t>nai and familiar tone of the 
message is ncK without aigndicance. 
Cr>ntr«iry to received opio 
kin uihJ (Mipuldr bet)c*f. New 
|>elhi was ])leas4'(t by Hush's 
vii;i<iry iivit [h*rihKTal rival 
MicfuicUlukakis. Given thetr 
idciikigicMl Htames. it is a 
feeling tluit neitlvr Kajiv nor i 
his Kovei’niiu'Di muld make 
known. Hui tlw nviod ai the 
forc'igr] olfve wus one of 
quiet satihfiHtKin. 

A givxt pan of the reason 
for tins is Ka}iv's perwnal 
equ^itkin with Hunh. When 
the l*rin>e Minister visited 
tl)e United Slates in' June 
19 MA, iiush, wIhi was vice* 
president, was deputed to 
oversee his stay and enter* 
tain him. Kroni all Kcounta. 
the two got along laniouslv 
and Hush even invited hmi lu 
his ranch in 't'exns. 

A holiday rnmance, of CMurse. doesn't 
anHiunt to much—ntK in (he calculating 
world of foreign pnlH*> anyway. But the 
tndiHTi perception wns ivil based on 
subtecUve ctwskkTaliuns akme. Over 
the years, the* policy of the Republican 
Parly towards the sub-contineni has 
iindergoiK* u change. A Kepubkean in (he 
White House no longer necessarily' 
means a nun muiucal to India's in¬ 
terests. The Kk’hard Nixon* Henry Kis* 
singer policy of 'tilting' towards Pakisun 
has been given up for good. And with the 
advent of Reagan. Indo-US rehttons 
have become better than they were in a 
long time. 

Rush has stated i hat he will cununue 
(0 follow Reagan’s policies with respect 
(o the sub-conlineni. In eHed. this 
means maineaindig the ''parity*' or treat* 
irg India and Pakisun as equals in 
foreign policy calculations. Although In* 
dia has king protested against being 
treated on par with what she sees as a 


much weaker neighbuur. tlK*i%* is no 
uwm to bebeve that Dukakis would 
acted differcnily in this respect. 
Like Husl). he hits stressed the import* 
arue of l^kiitlan lo US interests and 
lafted of mamlsning friendly retaiions 
with both countries. 

However, there m m deny^ that 
there are a number of areas in Nvhich 
Dukakis' foreign policy would have been 



NmT Ml WH gMMi fe)l fiNTfl 
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rM MUmI Muldi. A |mI 
partofttNfNMnlorlieb 
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Mffv tn tune with Inda's. He is opposed 
to the US miervemkici in Nicaragua 
(Bush IS m favour of axhng the Contra 
rebds). appears genuinely homfied by 
apartheid ^Kush thinlcs US sanctions 
agamst South Africa have been ’'margin* 
a] and nef^ive") and is agabist the 
nudear arms rat e (BusJi is for research 
on Ibo iMvftcc* Initistivc and 

bebeves (hat the decisum on drpkiyment 
should be k«i)t open). Hut issues bke 
these do neg bear--directly anyway—on 
India's intcmis. 

On (he other hand. 4 Ihikakis govern* 
ment would have proved diffi^ for 
India in one reject Time and agam. he 
has claimed that nuclear non* 


probfcrjitctf) would be the "hrst priority" 
of fos adniinisiration. He has record^ 
his disa^ointment with India fur not 
wgnmg tho Nudear Non-lMferaUm 
Treaty (NFI ) and there would have 
been (onsiderable pressure on the coun* 
try to do so, India's firm opposition to 
the Nrr may hive led a flukakis 
government to view Pakistan more 
fovour^y. siiKe it is willing to sign 
the treaty provided India 
does. In ctwlrasi. Hush's 
own attitude i> Klu»ly to he 
similar to ReaganW) se¬ 
rious questkming of [ridui's 
nuclear policy and sonie 
pwsure, if only unentliu* 

^ siaiiic and insincere, on 
Pakistan to go slow with its 
weapons programme. 

US militnry' avl Ui I'akistan 
is. of course, one of the most 
important issues in India's 
eyes, 'fhe fear tlmi a Hush 
a^inistration will continue 
to provide Pakistan with the 
kind of miluary aid that it 
received during Reagan s 
reign could well be mis* 
l^ed. With the Afghan cri* 
sis now having been virtually 
resohed and Pakistan set lo 
lose Its position as a 
frontline sute. it is unlikely that any US 
administrabon will mamtain a similar 
level o( military aid. In any case, neither 
of the (wo aspirants has had anything to 
say on this Questkm. Moreover, when 
Dukakis was asked a few days before 
(he pull whether be Nvoidd review the 
supf^ of arms to Pakistan after the 
Soviet troops pulled out of Afghantstan. 
he parried the questimk. saying that such 
details hadn't yet been worked out. 

In sum. from the perspective of 
India's interests, there was. perhaps, 
bttb to choose between Bush and Duka¬ 
kis. 'Tl>ough on balance, it is understand* 
able thar New Delhi wae partial to the 
former. Between two a likes. wl)0 
wouldn't prefer a friend? 

Bui ib^t. it is one of the ironies of 
Indian politics that a gos’ernmeni which 
brbeves in (he destabihssliofl theory 
sitould wekeane the vktory uf a former' 
CIA director. 

Mukiind PadmeniMw 









C apiuoon iee-based coOegei have 
tMD muHiptytng faster than rab- 
Mt in Kir^uka. And crdmanly, 
news of another one bemg aet up wouU 
not make d>e front pages. However, the 
government's decwon to Kcord "pro¬ 
visional permisiKXi" to a KenSa-biscd 
Christian trust to establish an engineer¬ 
ing coUege in the hilly Coorg ^tna 
could weU snowball mto a maior eun- 

troversy. . , 

announcement that the Malank- 
ara Orthodox Church EducatKm 1'rust. 
which has already acquired SO acres 
land in Kushalnagsr. has been slowed to 
set up a prtvate engmeenng college 
sparked off widespread protests m 
Coorg. A vigorous campaign was Imti* 
ched against the proposal bv the Coorg 
Ciuaens Action Omviuttec. That the 
comnuttee had the total support o( the 
dtiaens was obvMus when, on 1 Novem- 
ber. the bifldh called by it was s total 
success throuj^t the district. The 
committee proposes to ntensdy its 
agitation, if the government does nol 
reconsider its decison. 

The controversy threatens to take on 
s conununal colour. A good part of the 
resentment over the esUbhshmeiit of 
the college stems from the (act that n is 


The fee of expediency 

The controversy over the establishment of a capitation-fee based college 

in Coorg threatens to take a communal turn 






gmng to be run by KefaKtes. Over the 
years, the Coor^ have become very 
bftier about the 'vomignms' from Kera¬ 
la. PartKuUrly. me^lM (Kerala Mus- 
lens), who th» view as responaUe for 
(he massive ddorestation at the dtttnct. 

When the siAsect of the proposed 
enipnrrnng coAege was 6rst rai^ m 
the the Le^siative Couned on 4 October 
by a Bharsuys Jsnats Party (HIP) mem¬ 
ber, the Janata government had a cu¬ 
rious reply. The new etbeation maaster. 
M. Chandrashekar, danfied that the 
goverranent had not ^ven the trust fufi 
pemvssioii to go ahead but had only 
issijed a letter of mtent”. (An unm- 
tended admaaon thai education has 
been clubbed vnth mus i^ L c m the 
state.) Tlw imster. however, refused 
to show the Oppoeitaon this Vtter of 
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mtem'. The ensidng protests, both with¬ 
in the Houae and m Coorg. prompted a 
member of the tnist's managing commit • 
tee. Sunny KubthikaL to write a letter 
to the e^oi of a local newspaper. 

in It Kulathakal stated that a aenior 
member of the goveromenC had visHed 
ihe head of the Orthodox Church in 
Kerala m 1987 and actually extended an 
BtvrtatxHi to act up an enmecrfrig 
coAege in Coorg. Kulathaibar further 
revealed that the goverrunent had 
granted the (mat pemussion to start the 
coAege in Auguat thi year and that rt 
had slao ^en the go-ahead for anoUier 
coAege n bangalore, which is to be 
esubbshed by the People's Education 
Sodety. a body which is dominated by 
AndHnitei. 

The state government argues that 
Coorg was choacn aa the site (or the 
coAege since (he disinct does not hive a 
single professional mstHution to bOMt 
of. Counters senior Congress leader* 
A.K. Subbaiah: 'Nobody from Coorg 
wi KOI the Kuihabia^ college. People 
who c«i afford opitation^ees will pre^ 
to study in Bangalore." 

It was (hiring fomer chief mzniiter 
Gundu Rao's reign that the practice of 
setdng up pnvste colleges, which ex¬ 
tracted capitatufl fees of staggering 
Stans frnn its students, was popula¬ 
rised. Then, the Janata-Knnti Rmga 
combine—wild) later merged into the 
Janata Party—had decned "evil sys¬ 
tem" and prorrned to abohah it when it 
came to power. But the Janata govern- 
meat only added to the number of su^ 
coAeges n the state and. today, there 
are as many as 53 private engineehng 
coAeges arid 18 medical coOeges in 
Kanvtaka. The Bommai govesnmenc 
has proved oo different trotn tint of 
Ramaioishana Hegde's in this respect 
According to sources, it » considering 
how to grant pemusson to seven more 
piivate engineering cofleges and two 
medkal coOeges irithout setting off an 
igmar. 

Ihe controversy over the Coorg cd- 
may tndie the government recon¬ 
sider such plana. But its immediate 
problem is howto prevent the coBege at 
Kuahataagar from becoming an iaaue 
that may divide the district along cam- 
munal Anea. 




READYMADE GARMENTS 


The cut of class 


With (he invasion of foreign brand-names and textile giants taking the 
short step from fabrics to readymades, a cut-throat competition is on the cards 


I f anybody is (Zoinc lu kne his shirt m 
the c<inuAff battle of readymades, k 
is the good oU tailor round the 
comer The nnhi vul, a trendy design 
and a brand'nante that spells status are 
just whai the fashion •cohschhjs Indian 
male ia looking for. For mure than three 
decades, a quick buy meant ZodiK, with 
< Armour and Hood thrown in for a brief 
I period before they made their exi(> 
"I'heiTKfvnjzleft a vacuum that gsm a 
chante to people like us to ffei in." says 
Raiu Das warn nf Charaft Dm whose 
family has been in the shin business 
since l9Stl. Oet m they did. to change 
the very profile the readymade shots 
market. If Charag Lhn is the most 
sought«after Indian shvt today, it is 
being 0vefl a run for its money by 
equaUy famous brands like Double HuB. 
Proline. Ckff and Newman. 

Such is the furious rush fur a piece of 
the readymade men's garment market 
that a foreign label has become sB too 
Mispensabie. Zodiac has tied with 
Van Heusen. Charag Din is push^g the 
Ilaliafl image, tienelluii of Italy which 
does not keep its readymades for more 
than six months on the racks, has given 
a franchise to Surendra Dalinia of Clasaic 
Garments. Why Italian? Says Daswani. 
"'Well. Italian men have a real macho 
image. People think of them as being 
daf^r and well'dressed." But Che mar* 
ket has gone beyi>nd the luhan image 
too; there is a flood of Western brands 
like the Kod Laver range. PIayb(^ 
Faihionsport. and c( course the sisnit- 
able Mutjani who has bed up with Bau. 

And if it has been a two-way market 
struggle between Indian tnnds and 
foreign labels, it won't be so for king. 
From fabrics to readymades is a short 
step—and the heavyweights of the (ex 
tile industrv are all brung up to make it a 
three-way battle for the burgeoning 
market. Bombay Dyemg with its Vivaldi 
range was the 6rst to enter the ring to 
be fcAowed by Raymond's with its 
trendy Park Avenue collection. The 
floodgates have opened and Mafatial and 
Grasim (Gwalior Rayon) have decided to 
bet their corporate future in a big way 
ahina and trouaera. While Maiati^ is 
negotiating with the Tootals group of (he 


UK. Grassn has already Nt the market 
with Its Masierwear rwe- 
Says S.B. Agarwal of Grasni India. 
"The only alternative for textile* nulls to 
survive ia to enter (he readymade shid 
and trouser market beewse counter 
sales of fabrics have drasural^ fatten in 
recent years. Ten per cent of fabrks n 

ThtOleMranar 

dottwt: 


today laken up by garment manufactur* 
i‘rs and 'n five years' timi* most of our 
output would go into readymades." IV 
writing on the wall is all too clear for the 
texttte manufacturers: they are aware of 
losing their identitv for. a good shirt is 
known by its brand name and no one 
re^y cares fur the name of the fabric 
that has gone iriTo its making. As Agar* 
wal says. "Now we wiB be Mt lo seO 
premium products with our own name— 
Gnsim Masierwear." 

For the biggies of tbe textile industry. 
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the ptunge, though it had 
become necessary, was a 
k>gKa! one even otherwise. 
Prem Mabk. vice-president, 
marketing. Manual Pine and 
Maiatlal Induaines. puis K 
succinctly: “We have the in* 
fraatructure, bbrics. ready 
outlets, and a name—a credi* 
bihty." The big mUts have 
obviously taken ncKe of the 
changing nature o( the mar* 
kei and reabsed the tailor* 
made marketing strengths 
they possess; extensive re¬ 
tail outlets. Says Aprwal of 
Grasim. "We have 1.200 







approved retail outlets throughout the 
country and our fabrics have a reputation 
of being of a very good quabiy." And as 
Malik points out, Mafatlal has 190 retail 
stores uf its own besides 600 authi>nsed 
retail counters. Bombay Dyeing and 
Raymond's iw have buiJi up an exten¬ 
sive countrywide retail netwo^ which 
mikes marketing uf its readymades all 
that much easier. Raymond s has at bet 
opened up showroums in all the hig cities 
only for its Park Avenue range* of men's 
readymades and aciessorim. 




A Van Havaan aiei: foraien mv a aion 

It is not marketing infristructure 
alone which his motiviti^ the big names 
of the Indian textile industry to loin 
battle with the Chirag Dais and the 
Double Bulls. Econorracs and changing 
consumer preference have played a big 
part too. In the suiting market, says 
AgarwaL there is a distinct shift frtin 
synthetics to worsted with Raymond's 
as the leaders. Gwalior Rayon has 
steady diverted 25 per cent of its 
suitings production irom synthetic to 
worsted and plans to shift another 25 per 
cent Co worsted In the next five years. 
While 30 per cent o( the suiungs market 
is shared by Kaynund's. Grasim, Dig- 
gBik OCM and Dioeih, the rest«taken 
up by the powertoom sector. Since the 
machines required lot manufacturing 
worsted fabrics is too expensive for 


powerlooms, it auiomaticaly cuts out 
competitloa Thn way we come out o( 
(he queue and compete amongst 
ourselves. No undercutting as the 
powerloom people are prone to," ex* 
plains Agarw^. 

Mikk and A^rwal doni see much of a 
because U the entry of big foreign 
brands kke Rod Laver. Munan, Benet¬ 
ton. Gianni Versare. Van Heusen and 
the kH. They argue that a bull of these 
readymades are meant for the export 
market. And. in the ukimale analysis, 
what matters is the curnlor*. 6t sikI 
quabty of labrk—attnUites that the 
textile gianli are in a poeitKin to provide. 
Of course, they concede that it wil be 
difficult for the textile mfls initially, 
because n«iy of the current brand- 
names have become addictions, sutus 
symbols and confidence builders. Bom¬ 
bay Dyeing, for msunce, isuyngtoseB 
(he Italian image through Vivaldi range. 
But Charag Dn has been aellmg the 
lUkan look tor two years already. The 
pnee range for fast s^ing faslian shots 
is Rs 2U0-250 md Rs 190-190 for 
executive shirts. 

As Agarwal of Grasim points out. the 
sale of upmarket shirt bruids in Bomb^ 
alone is worth Rs 17 crores while in 
DeBu it is Rs 10 oores. And here 
Charag Din is the reignmg king. Daswan 
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haa only one retail outlet in 
Bombay, but 40 per cent of 
his buyers come from out¬ 
side. accounting for 60 per 
cent of hia bu^ess. 

Like Daawani. Zodiac's 
Anees Noorani is also un¬ 
bred by the competition, 
especially from foreign 
labels. Says Noorani con- 
Sdently. “Our label is the 
market leader and we are the 
only ones seDing in a national 
martlet'' Zodiac has s chain 
of24 outlets and 1.000 retail- 
era al over the country. 

Noorani profers 

that his IS not a high-profile 
company and "we do not feel the rittA to 
advertise heavily as other manufacturers 
do.” 

Thai the readymades market is an 
inviting one can be jpuged from the fact 
that textile mep giant Reliance too is 
toying with the idea of entering this field ' 
if one goes by a statement made by 
Vimal Ambani in Goa recently. Given the 
huge reputation of Vimal fabrics which 
have buBdoied their way into the tex* 
tdes industry, the entry of Reliance 
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cmdd quite change the face of the 
readymade garments market. However, 
IXimibhai Ambani ii learnt to be of the 
opinion that it is not wceth entering tiiis 
tie\d unless they can have a Rs lOO-crore 
market 

As Rifu Daswan says. "The market 
can cxdy grow and e^ new person 
coming into the 6eld with heavy adver- 
bung »d marketing strategies wil cre¬ 
ate greater awareness and bigger 
sales. “ Be that as it may. for the preaent 
it is a heatSong ruab to dreaa the urban 
Indian male smartly, and io the process 
acme mvttitecturen are moretto&e- 
ly to kae their shot with the onslaught of 
^ textile giants who have belatedly 
dedded lo take the short step from 
Mries to reedymdes. 







BATA. DUNLOP 


Assembly lines roll again 


The lifting of the prolonged lockouts at the shoe and tyre giants 
is seen as a vkiory for the managements 


I n A lUitc where sinkes. lockouts and ) 
dusures are endemk and mibuix 
trade unRimsm the order ot (he day, it 
was a majrv vtctory for the mana^- 
ments of Dunlup India and Bata. It waa 
not a defeat for the workers either. The 
reopening of (he units of both these 
multuiat tonal blue*chip companies in 
West Benjjal only proves wlw a lyin' 
pathetic management and a committed 
woridorce un achieve. WMe the CITU ; 
and lNTUC*aMliated uraona of Dunlop 
India caled off their 97-day atrite at the 
Sahagarti tactxxy near Cilculta on 4 



The telB taetvy: beak on Ks «•« 

November, the management of Bata 
lifted the 124-day lockout on 10 Novem¬ 
ber. Said Shanti Etarqan GhaUk. labour 
minister of the state: ''We are happy that 
we could negotiate a setdeownt." 

Under (he Tnemorandum of settle¬ 
ment signed between the management 
of Dunl^ the CITU and INTUC affib* 
ated unions and representatives of the 
West Bengal bbow deparlrnenu the 
salary of wh worker at the Sahaganp 
unit wil increase by Rs 265, much less 
than what the unions had demanded. 
Moreover, the demand for m addi tio nai 
payment for incrodudng a aeven-day. 
three-shift w^k routne hu bem Cum^ 
down by the minagement In many 
ways, the strike has been been cafled ofi 
un^ the terms of the management. 

Perhaps, the unions had no other 
option. The prolonged strike had not 
only disiDusioi^ the workers, the man* 
^ement of Dunlop ahowed no intefeit 
in negotiati^ a dtaL Moreover, (here 
ana a frowing feeling amoog the worit* 


ers that the CITU bosses m Cakuru 
were perhaps not interested vi the 
strike sny longer. The INTUC lead¬ 
ership, too, was showing signs of tired¬ 
ness. Said bubrata Mukh»^. state 
president of the INTUC and • signatory 
to the agreement: "OitK cannot sav that 
the strike was caled off because we 
were afraid of taking on the manage* 
ment. The w orker s were suBering and 
we dedded (hat conftofHation was not 
the ansim to (he probfem.*' 

If the Dunlop agreement was weighed 
in favour of the management, the bipar- 
tite understanding readied between the 
management of and the Bata Mas- 
door Union (BMU) wil go down m 
corporate history as a miMone. In a 
unique reversal d robs, the BaU man* 
agement has forced the BMU tr> accept a 
doner of demanda before 
openmg (heir wit in Batanagar. Admit¬ 
ted Nflratan Kan^. the BMU general 
secretary, rather reUictanUy: **11 o un¬ 
precedented and a haflnnrk ei ndustrnl 
reh txw s." 

In fact the Bala management had 
dways been n the driver’s seat during 
the four-niDnlh-long lockout. Aware (hat 
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the BMU was at the receiving end as it 
did not have the support of a inajority of 
the 11.000-odd workforce, (he manage¬ 
ment had refused to budge from lU 
take-it*or-teaveit attitude. Tlw manage* 
ment was so confident of its strength 
(hat It even rejected the West Ben^ 
labour depsnineni’i proposal that Rs 
2,000 be to each worker as advance 
wages. 

But (or obvious reasons, both the 
managemenu of Dunlop and Bata refuse 
to admit that k is a major victory for 
(hem. Said a senior Bata executive: "It 
ts not a vKtory because we were not 
fighting a war. There was some mis* 
understanding between the management 

; and the workers and we have cleared 

n." 

I ftalv t^kCakwfti 


AIR'INDIA 


Piloting a controversy 

While the rryinaging director and the pilots are engaged in a 
baole of attrition, the national carrier's image takes a nosedive 


A U'Indb managing dnetor Rajan 
leUey‘3 dedakin to take on the 
unsofis has disn^ted the akine's kmc- 
doning. By the frst week cf Noven^er, 
Air*ln^ had c ancele d $0 flights and 
rescheduled several others. *nie pr^ 
lem begin when the masitenance en¬ 
gineers objected to Tetley's asldng them 
to tnvd iy Busmets rsther lhan First 
ckss. Next, plots begM to report iB and 
delay flights. The airline put a stop to 
thia by raatoig on metol eumma- 
bona-^ ms then bimd that a majority 
d thoae who c fa kned to be sick mre 
ml enou^ to ly- 


To Jetley, this is a battle of nerves, 
c»e he must win if he is to tame the 
tnions and turn the airltne around. 
Management sources accuse the unioQs 
of putting their comforts before those of 
the passengers. They poim out that the 
plors were called tor talks nine times 
and failed to turn up each time. The 
plots, howevei, are unrepentant. A 
spokesman of the Indian Pilou' GuBd 
(iPG) said. '*Our experience with Mr 
ietky has shown thM once we have 
conceded to the management’" de- 
maida. al negotiations come to an end 
from thair aide. TUeiaowtnaior grouse 
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and hence we have nude i( dear that we 
win not negotiate either with Mr JeUey 
or with the director ot operatkmd, Capt 
D.S. Mathur, neither o( whom command 
our respect or our trust" 

One oi the main demands of the pdots 
is that an additional pilot should be 
provided as a safety measure on the 
long-haul flights. Unlike other aiiWs. 
Air*Jndia's long'haul ftghts take off at 
two in the morning. As a resub. fli|{ht 
commanders are unable to have ade<ju- 
ate sleep before a flight and there is no 
relief midway since there are no stopov* 
ers. ''We are not even convensated 
adequately for this." said the II^G 
apokesman. Pointing out that even m 
smaD countries like S^gapore and Bang¬ 
ladesh. pilots are paid gross salaries of 
Rs 9$»000 and Ks 30, respectively, 
the spoKeaman comptained. “Our basa. 
pay is around Ks 2. IdO and with perks it 
comes to around Rs 7.000 after ^ yean 
of service. The only reason why they 
don't have an extra pilot is because of a 
shortage of pilots." 







And white the mana^ng dffedor is at 
loggerheads with he pdMs and maime* 
nam e engineers, it is the arline which is 
suffering. The management spokesman 
claimed that the corporation made a net 
pru6t of Rs 5.54 imres in the 6rst six 
months of this year, but the undeclared 
go-slow had already wiped out this 
profit. ThUs however, la disputed by (he 
[PG and nony other A-l employees who 
j feel (hat the dispute with tlv pdots and 
I the engineers is being dehberaiefy 


aggravated. Ihed explanation is that it 
would come as a handy excuse at the 
end ot (he year when (he management 
night And itself at a loss to show a pnifib 
Ttw battle of attrition is adversely 
affecting the airime's image too. The 
pduts have accused the management of 
i^grading a whole lot of Kconmy class 
passengers to First class on the Frank* 
furt-B<mbey flight on ] November, 
when there were only two First class 
passengers. They are now usmg this 
incident to show the double standards of 
the management wisch wanted to "im* 
prove the pnduct" by denying their own 
staff First class travel even on leave. 
EMjt the A*I spokesman clarifies that it 
was the inaugural flight of Air-lnda'a 
newly*acquired Con^. While the Combj 
Iws only IKK Economy class seats, the 
fhght h^ bookings for 25S. Air*]ndka 
solved the problem by sending ten 
Business class passengers to First class, 
and IB others on Fan Am and ugrading 
the rest. 
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METAL BOX 


Waiting for a taker 

Wuh Its fintish parent turning a blinJ eye, the aiOng 
multbtational is in search of a buyer 


A ny prospective buyer of the 33 per 
cent overseas stake of MetaJ Box 
India Ltd (MBIL) will have to dish out at 
least Rs 10 crores for the bank consor* 
tium dealing with the troubled multina¬ 
tional (0 accept the offer. For. with the 
UK parent. Metal Box pic unwilling to 
contnbute even a penny to the cause of 
MBlL's revival, leave alone the Ks 10 
crores that the Industrial Credit and 
Investment Corporation of India (ICICI) 
and the bankers have demanded from it 
the criterion that would perhaps be 
considered most imporunt is whether 
the bidders are willing to offer what the 
parMt company has refused. 

It is in the interest of MBlL's bankers 
to see that the Rs 50<n>re rehabd^tkn 
package worked out ^ ICICI is im- 
plem^ted so that this ooce blued^i 
company can be put back c*i the raia, 
Ihe Rs 10<rore figure has bees identi¬ 
fied as the promoters* contribution, 
which the overseas parent has refused 
to pay. And B.M. Khaitan who bought 
into the company last year, ia now kM 
to wash his hands off. While he *id his 
son Deepak Khaitan stepped out of the 
M81L board somebme bKk. their re- 


placemenis. J. Ssiyat and D. Moctn. 
also resigned recently. However, in a 
somewtat mote generous muod than 
the UK parents. Khaitan has offered to 
contnbute Rs 40 Idths. 

What is of merest n the immediate 
future IS whether the bidders-~cC whom 
two seem to be around^t present 
would consider MBIL worthy enough for 
a Ks 10-crore iwestnient given its state 
of affairs. For. according to the Board 
for Industrial and Financial Reconstnic- ; 
tion (BIFR) report, the company had an > 
estimated accunudated kissed around Rs ; 
37.dS crores a^aist a paid-up capital of 
Rs 15.4B crores and free reserves of Rs 
6.67 crores. 

Latest reports indicate that ICICI 
consideTs (he market lor containera in 
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the country Co be growing at a very fist 
pace, which means that d MBIL is 
revived, k has a fairly good chance (o 
he<:cicne fuly viable. H^ever. ICICI 
also states that the market is very 
competitive and MBll. has tu operate 
very efficiently indeed to stay in the 
mriicet. An encouraging factor of course 
IS the recent rush by Ug industrial 
houses to the food processuig indirstry 
and the government promise of rehefs to 
this sector lo help it grow. It is widely 
feh (hat much it this benefit would 
percolate to the packaging industry, and 
Metal Box would thus have a great 
opportunity (u put ctsetf on an even keel. 

A case-by<ase study is also being 
made about the requirements of each 
Metal Box unit The techno-economic 
feasibdity study made by Balbboi and 
Company has suggested that the manu- 
fsctitfing units at Deonar and Worli in 
Maharashtra shoqld be merged and the 
profitaUe product lines transferred to 
rwoiar. In keeping with the recom¬ 
mendations, the Deonar unit was re¬ 
cently reopened. 

The paper unit at Mahul whkiv was 
recently reopened, and the metal con- 
tamer units have been found to be 
oaiginanv viable. Metal Box products 
BtH epfoy the goodwill, but the market 
share of Biese items have gone down 
from 35 to 22 per cent between 1962 
and 1967. But a revival, corporate 
drelea beheve, ia still poesible wHh an 
nffition of funds and if the recommenda¬ 
tions are implemeMed. 
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TO SAVE YOUR LIFE, 
YOU MIGHT NEED 
YOUR LIFE’S SAVINGS, 


M^pr iiirtessea can ^ pretty 
expensive indeed Reason wi^, Urvted 
India has tailor-made Mcdiclaim slabs 
to help yoj when you need help most 
With Its total hospitalisation and 
domioiery hospiralisation scheme. 

Ul Mediclaim helps you cope with the 
heavy expenses of maiof illnesses-a 
pfobaDiliTy in everyone’s Me 

For 0 premium rr^ot amounts to less 
than 60p a day, MeJiclarm reimburses 
your hospitalisation and dcniciliaiy 

hospitalisation expenses uplo 
Rs i3,600/*per yeai (mimmumstdbj 
and you can avail of the best in 
medicare 

Inexpensive and Ui-dedticteb4c 

The most attractive feature ot Ul 
Medicidim >$ that premiums upto 
Rs 3000/- en;oY a deduction on your 
taxable income 

Nmlty DIscovnt 

Ul Mediclaim also otters a special 
family drscount of 10% if you cover 
besides yourself, spouse, Csvo chiidrert 
and dependent parents 

Take the Uf Mediclaim Cover. 



'AemKjm 

Premtum 

1 Hospitaii- 

DOTHCilisry 

1 per da/ 

ios* 

per annum 

’ saton 

Hospi tali' 
sat ion 

Rs 200 

Rs 10,500 

Rs 3,10) 

RsO.68 

Rs 2S0 

Rs 17,600 

RsOPS 

Rs 9S0 

Rs 25,500 


Rs 16 a 

Rs 600* 

Rs 37,750 1 

Rs 5,250 

Rs 2 X 

Rs 840* 

1 ^ 52,750 

Rs 7,4CO 

te3S6 

Rs 1,300* 

j Rsa2,500 

Rs11,500 


* Per sorul Accdent cover available 
on payment of addioorai prerniurr, 








coupon 







afWhftdtftoidMadrie-600 014. 

We cover you all the way through 
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is weNtfiown n bMSfTtt 
tvdK (hM Sudv Until* 
vne> and (he KhMain who 
bochhjvealdprtcenl 
shvehuUini in CCL 9K vi- 
■iitluaHioOiehiRhra 
laddrr. U Amban vsn buy 
Mti CC L hr ituld unhe 
ihr move it» Ret onu the 
SieniLin biard. (X ctwrve. 
there m a vumUwi blu«kr 
Siefneft$renuA$ Uv lai|R»t 
vtareWderACCI* 

Krom the ludt 4jt U. 9 hem 
tiA9ton«dy. 


E \m aa Stemm bidn hu 
been rmphasicaly and 
repeatedly dmytng the 
lUiKiurs. spe<.*ub(nm that 
hhinibhn Ambani haa lei hs 
eyei on Ihe company refu«e 
to die down Bui can there 
be amoke withow fire? After 
all Ambani coaly wafted 
into Uraeri ft Toubro re* 
txntly after icoffincrumoan 


C oae on the he^ erf a 
vfaoppms fi 23*crore 
toaa •) l9fl7*tA the rraubM 
houae (rfShrinm has finaDy 
decided locarvr up the fts 
624'Crore emp ir e. U«i week 
the menben erf (he DCM 
ftiidy aift^ i formal agree* 
ment 10 triftircate ihe nnilti* 
voduct buafoeu houae. 

DCM dmnnan and lenior 
managing director Banii 
Dftpr wfl nni new company 
campriiinf (he comeniioua 
Kola cam^x which was re* 
eently pippoaed (0 be aoH 
ctL Swanmra Bhant Mia, 


aaOdMiKTOMCO) 


biVptaatoeipandiia 
ilare ol the madieL 
tW cempvy baa appfied for 
a Icence 10 eel 19 a new 
B) liUmiilra whare k 
Mn to mftte 30,000 (COM 
irfttt7a(xfoad240.000 
tomes of ^yeme. The 
pfom ia Ifi^ to be let up ft 

TOM^tpbvaiftcfte 
thftgwaniakeafrefti 
(hnifi Bio (be soap buae 
oeaa—pertaapi by pitte 
0(11 a new brinda fo m 
raarlcet AlkiaOOperceat 
<rf (be proftactfoe ft ita new 
foaory wi here to be soU to 
the sTHil erftf sector but 
(here is DO bar on the TeCai 
bnyiii it baeft The enln 
(nfoct ft iBly to COM Ra S3 


ibel be we irymgio take 
over the company. In ai 
latest denal Swrnmsaya 
Lhal its parent, S i e me ns AC 
flf West (iermeny. wMi 
holds a SI per ce« stake, 
has no mtention erf dnav 
vesting. 

The dmoi wis spurted off 
by ninours that Rdonce 
was pfonning (0 acquire the 
Swmens-fflanaged Cable 
Curpontionerf (ndalCCI). It 


ca»eH^ n <te*0e"ePwie l ftim 

The BbarM Ran bmKb of 
the S hrin m Uiidy hai got 
the ckiaed textile mi B De* 
liDCMDeuProducia 
Stem Fftres and DCM 
Toyota. 

Tbe Charat Ram branch 
has aft^ to (ate up the 
vanatpati and chemical uniiB 
V) Dele, jay Engawering 
Works. Usbi tmema* 
tfonal Shnram Retrigen* 
ton. Shrvam Kcnda and 
Mawna Sugar. 

]t‘s a Urly equitable <te* 
UImIml Bsosi Otar baa got 
the buft of (he DQI aoiets; 
the Chtnl Rsnbnnchbaa 

twopofitable im; knd the 

BhaA Ram ftmily stands to 
pfoa^eatiktf from the real 
catfte vafoe of the efoeed nil. 


1 













PROFILE 


Return of 
the 

supercop 


Katre gets an extension—yes. again 


O n 13 March. 1987. th^ Central Kurvau iif 
ifivealigalion {CHt) rwicrd the /mtan Hxpnu 
huutte m New Sunder Na^ar. 1V 

investiprinK officers sciaed secret files prr>ciircd 
front the Direcliirste GecH'ral o( Technical (>«• 
vek^ment. several blank pads with the letterhead ti( lihure' 
Lai, then director enforcement, printed tn them, and a 
draft of a letter meunt to be sent to tlx* JVime Mintsicr froni 
President Zail Singh. 

It vms. in retrospect, the moat iinporuni raid m the life of 
Rajiv Gandhi's government. Ifrescnt at the Sunder Nagar 
guest house was tlie L'xpress* cannily mcrcurul propneior 
Ramnalh Goenka. till then a Raijiv Gandhi supponvr. who 
regarded the intruskm as a persuful msiih. llw ^overy of 
Bhure Lai’s letterheads proved what had lurut btvn 
pected: that the enforcement direrlcinte wns manipu* 
lated by Nush Wadla and the Express camp and set off the 
Fairfax affair, And the discovery of the Zail Sngh Mter 
confirmed to Rajiv Gandhi that the fi'gpress was conspmng 
aiQinst him, pertaps uit h the intention of get img Zail Smfd^ to 
dkmiss his government and appoint fkienka's hero V.P. 
Singh Prime Minister instead. 

From this raid stemmed the explntatun o< the Bofors 
atiak. the emergence o( V.P. Smgh as the Opposition 
alternative and the Zail Sngh led coup that tailed. 

It is extraordinary, therefore, that the man who urdcr^ 
the raid was not a senior Cabinet minister. ImI an Indian 
Police Service <IPS) officer. But then. Mohan Katre is no 
mere policeman. Even before the Express raxL he had 
emerged as one of the most powerful directors of the CBI 
ever. And after it, be has become Ihe Rajiv Gawfiii rmne s 
supercop. a man that the government values so lujddy that his 
term has been twice ext^ed. most recently on I Novem* 
ber, when he was told to continue in (dfice for another year. 
Inevitably, Opposition sees hen as the regime’s hatchet- 
man. 

A year and a half after tbe raid. Katre coidirms that be did 
not dear it with the Prime Mraster. lie had been authorised 
to investigaie S Gurumurthy’s ability to come up with secret 
See eod as the bv/yer-cum-accountant.evsTvriKa^'amwKaAr- 


rum-investigalive r^xwier used the Sunder Nagar guest 
house as 1^ iVlhi residence, he regarded the deciswm to 
order the raid as wed within hts brief. What, one wotiders. 
would have happened if he had held off? Perhaps, lecent 
political history would have been very different. 

Katre. nf course. cisiiUs (^sly that such conxIdeiatitHis 
have never moved him. He ev-en claims, somewhat implaus- 
ibi). that the two forged Fairfax letters tliat tipped the CHI 
off. we'e mailed anonymously to liinil ('I’he Expn'Hs bne is 
that tiu* Annans fiirged them, jmve them to Amilabh 
Karhchaii. who i<s>k them to Rajiv, wh<i ordered the 
mvesugaikm.) Wlwit he can’t deny. iKiwever. is how impor- 
tarn the CBI has been to this government. Katre followed up 
the Kairiax affair with tlie anv^i of Nusli Wadia on somewhat 
qui*slHinablo grounds and. siixv tfkm. has kept up his pursuit 
of (iurumunhy (1*he Express, in lum, h.is portrayed him as a 
greedy Aiiibani stuog<\) 

Next, he headed tlx* tlm^i'-agcmv team (hat investigated 
Bofors and while tfu'rc’s ihi douN iliat the sieiillu were only 
jUe to MTalch the surfai’e of llw wlxik* murky business, u Is 
also clear that Ihry fiiuiKl much iluit the JPC igrHiri'd. For 
imiance, tlie CHf clearly eKi.ihludn'd that AK ServKes was .t 
mere shdl (‘ixnpaoy ^nd its iwrcnl Ciaoti An si a It. not much 
better. 

in the process. Kaire’s CBJ has been accused of playing 
pulitiral ifitfnes. Most recently', the fiirorc over .Sanjay Singh’s 
arrcHi tor the murder of Syed Modi lias reflected hndly on the 
bureau Katre says the case is sobd hut there are widespread 
reservitioRs about the manner in which tlie CHI officers 
handling the matter actively lelephoned journalists and 
offered them salacious Irtbits fnan Amita Modi’s diaries. Cniis 
us reported to have cost uhe of them the opportunity to 
succeed Katre.) 11 k^ could have taken lessons in pres a 
rcfatKins from iheir director who maintains a Inhy distance 
from the media ntnst of the tinx* and then suddenly lobs u 
(Vinadv <jMo the Ifoni page. One instance: the leak of the 
(*unjniurthy-MuJgaokar dr^ of the Ifresidcni’s letter to the 
Intban Preg. 

f hMy enough, most ixniple who knew Katre in his Bombay 
days (he is from the JlM’s Maharrishtra cadre) ne^r 
reckoned that he would become a I Time Minister's supercop. 
As DIG. CHI, m Bombay, lx* was studiously ;ipolidc/J arxl 
then, as special nspKtor gem'mf. Mahamshira. he avoided 
getting cauid>t up in the prgitK'al gsiinus play<*d by the 
Kasbekars, Nagarkars and Kibeiros of the Maharashtra 
pobce. tiMven he was called to Di lhi to head the CBI. his 
appovitmcnt was attributed to honx; minister S.H, Chavan's 
kindness fur Maharashtrians, and Katre was expected (u 
serve out his time guietly and retire to his house in Pouita. 

For bis pan. be still insists that tlie direaurship is just 
another job, and that he doesn’t seek extensions. Last month, 
he was lelKng afl and sundry bow Vigtas, his tenants m hxina, 
had vacated his house, and talking about a peaceful retire- 
meoL Not once did he betray what he must surely have 
known: that moves were afoot to re-appoint him. 

Ferhaps. it is this dtscretioo that makes him so invaluable (o 
this regime. 


Katre is no mere policeman. Even before the Express raid, he had 
emerged as one of the most powerful directors of the CBI ever. And 
after it. the Opposition sees him as the Rajiv regime’s hatchet-man 







On the Bofors trail 


Chifra Subramaniam has delivered oil the big scoops 


0 1 aH thi' Jniiiait nt'wsUwnds iki 
the irAil <>t tIk’ Diifttrs Mttry (hesv 
two urn* has 

duK tifi '6 bil of iHiOe. And slie is still 
diiUPtiiiS iLin<Hi<lv for mtirc*. Chitra Sub- 
rnmniiKtiiK special c'orr^sp<ntdcn( in 
(fOnrva liiis pul 77k* Hirhh at the tup uf 
(he invesiiioitwc puck, ledvinij the Indian 
Express and Anin Shuune ihh only far 
liehind but perhaps alwi on the wrunH 
scent. 

Wix) IK ClNir .1 Subrurmmam? And 
where was she belure B<rfiirs? When 
*hi' hurHi «xi iIh> sceih* with her stanlmfs 
rovcliitiuiu, .iie provoked mix'h spe¬ 
culation. !iui Ml &ir she has been very 



j CWaluhriiwanHiw fspefteftpen 

reluctant lu t:ilk abuui herself. weD 
aware of (lie daneers of proinotinie 
heraelf tnsitcad of her work. 

Eventually she aizreed. admitting that 
she was already something of a c^bh- 
ty. The investigative reporter’s name 
has even figtred in Parliament, where 
Madhu Dandavate asked ChidaR^aram tf 
she would be arrested in the event that 
the Defamation Bill was passed. (Ailer 
some deliberation he said no.) She has 
also appeared on Swiss tekvisua Not 
as a reporter, which is her usual garb on 
the government's French chamei but 
as an interviewee in a Bofors related 
programme. 


Chitra. a tall stHkeig woman of 3U. 
aihms H has al been very heady, ^ 
has come a long way frm her hdia 
Today days, when like many other 
women journaksis she was expected to 
do soft stunes on an and culture. She 
has since ramed her Masier's degree n 
iountabsm from Stanford Unversiiy in 
the US where she met her Italian 
husband Giai Carlos Duela. Later she 
freelanced for a while stiingir^ for iodia 
Todiy. the fodan Express etc. before 
acceotiw a |o6 two yean ago as The 
Hindu correspondem (it was the only. 
paper that agreed to pay her for living m 
one of Europe s most expensive ctiies, i 
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As it turns out it was a good decision. 
Once N. Ran. the editor of TTk KnA/ 
(for whom she has undiluted {raise) had 
set her on the hchn invesiigatioa she 
has not looked bade. Cbitn says chasing 
the biggest story of the decade has not 
been easy. She has bved and breathed 
noilvng hut Bofous these past few 
months. 

The tirring could rux have been 
worse. QUm has a 14-moDth’Okl-soo. 
tiUiik, whowasbon. ngtatnthenaddle 
of her investigitians. Her sources would 
even oD her at the hospital, leading to 
inevitable jOkes that Oit should name 
her baby after the Swedish anna tionu* 


I fociurer. 

In a way, tbuu^ being a new mother 
I has aflowed Chitra to remain level¬ 
headed. As she wryly pointed out. 
changing di^rs between phone calls 
tends to bring you down to earth. 

B ut it's not just bouquets that have 
come Chitn’s way. She’s heard of 
the uncharitable rumours as weO. Ihai 
her itMws and the documents are 
nothing but leaks. That Chitra ia no 
more than a postman delivering material 
to The Hih^. which was specially 
chosen as the most believable paper to 
leak documents to. ITte nunours rnake 
her really mad. Df course it was a leak, 
she adrrsts angrily. But then even 
Watergate was a leak. What of all the 
work that went into developing her 
sources, gathering informatam. sieving 
ft. verifying it and cruss'checking it? Not 
for nothing did Bob Wix^dward and Carl 
Bernstein grab the Pulitzer and all those 
oUker awards. 

So what are her sources? Chitra 
m^es oblique references to some 
friends n Sweden that date back b^we 
Bofors. Then she adds that her sources 
are not that difficult to hnd. She Nvonders 
wky no other journalist has got hold of 
the documents she has. Tbe people 
who’ve talked to her would to 
anybody, she thinks. Predictably. Chitra 
has be^ pestered by journalists and 
eapecially poUddans who try to akin off 
her work. She has resolutely headed 
them oft. espedally the Opposition (read 
Ram Jethmalani) and then there are the 
govensnent’s secret services to think 
of. No i^bt they are also on her trail 
Of course the big questxm everyone 
is after ia. ’ Did Ra^ (}andhi get the 
rocawy?" Chiva ia trying to keep an upeo 
mmd on ffiat one. After all the Bofws 
Btocyisnoiyetover. Noibyabng^t^ 
She and Kara have woriced out some of 
the angles but many mysteries remain. 
Which hands did the coonttsautf ftniilly 
reach? Rajiv's? ’Hw Congress (D'a? And 
whit a( A£ Services? Did it route the big 
money? Whoever cracks those ques¬ 
tions wil certainly have the biggest 
story of Post-Emergency India. Chitra is 
supremely confident thit it wil be The 
Mwidu which gets there first 
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The Samodc festival celebrates 

A nokhee ‘s 20-year old success story 









Senun kepi ihem in busine^ 
wth orders for hi^H^IHy 
laments and a mentioci in 
Vogtien 1971 
cemented their position. 

I'nldce most fsarment ex* 
porters who turned them¬ 
selves mto cnedium-siied in* 
dustnes. however, the 
Seichii Kinlt the Ime that how 
(hey ran their busmess was 
at feast as enpurum as how 
much money (hey made. 
Aa.'GrdDvdy. they eschewed 
the “workshty’' ^jprusch of 
nunutaciure and allovwl 
craftsmen to work al honw. 
To hirther inteitraie K^jns* 
than f Anukhee is the lalx*!) 
with the environment, they 
set a scfe sd lev iraft s* 
men's idtiUreii in thi^ir gar* 
den (and sent (heir own kids 
Iherv) and established a 
health uiiire. and ihi*n ii 


fEtnal price. And despite (lie 
Sinj^' emphasis on iraditHm 
over commerce, Rajasihan's 
business has (frown: it now 
has a turnover of around Ks 2 
crores and exports to 13 
counlnes. ux’ludinK inosl of 
the Western world. 


T he Samode Rcstival de¬ 
monstrated the Singhs' 
comnvtinent to kajasuiani 
folk tradition, '('here was folk 
music provided by Kama! 
Kuthari, a musicologist from 
Kupayan Ssnsthan. Jodhpur 
who gathered over dU muai* 
nans repa^sc^nting ntany of 
Kajasihan'i% folk music coni* 
niumties. L{x';il craftsmen 
exlubiied enrihen pottery. 

U Oman Kills, uiiiuaiure 
painutig. nKiitl)<:welleiy. 
palm kiif funs and other such 
lrndii«>nalarts. 'Hiefixxl 
came iMsn makers. 
ritvigo^ sellera, chutwaBii 

and hilwM. 


veteftnary centre. 

The approach has k'd the 
Singhs to see Anukhee as 
more than jusi a busa>t‘S!«. 
Says faith. "In highly slrvc* 
lured tradrtiuiul »unelie«. 
patterns. ciAxirs and wear 
have, xawe timt' bi^yond. 
been used bh niin*veftal 
scatcnwntsof MKial refe* 
Uonships and rcahtics o( sig* 
nKicani ife events, rrtuals 
and rek)duu» ceremonies." 
The coupfe belfeves tliat 
Anukhee perpelralei this 
tnditkxi and is pnnid of the 
manner in wfiidi the firm has 
found cunvnertBl success 
wiUnut disiurbing Rajas- 
that's traditional eenstrue* 
lure. 

And Meed (he emphasis 
on uaditkinal methods has 
meant that Anukhee clothes 
are pafosukinjdy prepared 
by c ommi tted craftsmen. A 
typical gannem wi go 
through 20 distinct proces¬ 
ses funnbig. block prinimg. 
dyeffkk dusting, immersion 
mndigo, a IS-diycuring, 
etc.) b^ore (he tailors even 
get thefe han ds on it The 
cramentatxm. patwa work. 

qnbi x iid c ry and the Uce. wH 

afl conie liter. 

Inevitably, thn costs 
inone> . But says John 
Sfo|dt the Lon^ poce of an 
Aaokhee dress UypiraSy 
not represeota an enor* 

mo»t8 three 

or kjof skW’- ^nrVhee*s ort* 









Th# leffloas nsiaM 

ITie folk arts c<miras(ed 
ncely with a super*slick 
fashion show organised hy 
England's John Walford. and 
featuring top indian and Bnt* 
ish models as well as African. 
Rafesthani and rock musk 
played on a stale of the art 
musk system, 

'fbe show was supposed 
h) demonstrate the interac- 
ikm between traditional do* 
thing, m partkttlar of K^s- 
than, and contenipocary de¬ 
sign sensitivity. In a sense, 
that was what Sarmde Fes¬ 
tival was abouL Just as 
Anokhee's success shows 
(hat it is possible to mingle 
Sudies sensitivitfes. Kgjas* 
thani desifpis and befef in the 
traditional workplace—and 
■tfll storm the h(gh street 
boutiques of (he West. 













SPOTLIGHT 
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AT LAST, life imitates art. 
Nmm Gupta, the queen of 
the television soap opera 
(Xiiandaan. Buniyiiid. etc.) 
has kept all of Indu i^iessins 
over the last nhw months 
about her prrimancy At first 
the big question was: is she 
or isn't she' After a certain 
protuberance w her shape 
sorted that one out. the next 
questinn was; who's the 
hicky moA? 

Last month, we had the 
last gripping episode Ms 
Gupta became the film mdus 
try’s first unwed mother, 
when she gave both to a 
daughter. Ncveitheless, the 
last scene left a bt to be 
desired. We were never told 
who the father was. 

Kor months tww. the 
prubabica have been hning 
up. Musician Sharanp Dev, 
moody actor Om Pun, hi^* 
living cricketer Vivian 
Kichards and well'pubbased 


NeenaQi^ 
wttoAinRt 


Vm«> 1 S«tn« e^eniKoui •Ovhg* nomwh e>>»r^ri 


director Amit Khama. But 
whodumi? Neena wil not 
say. And though the curious 
rushed to peer at the baby 
tdoes H have Viv's noae? 
Om's complexion? Amit's 
height?), the final answer ti 
not yet in. 

Watch this space. 


-y 


THE NEXT time you come 
acrott a kmic. take a doaer 
look—he might ;uat be the 
effective number two in the 
Union Cabinet We have (his 
on the best authomy—that 
of Vaaant Sathe. central 
energy nunisier and the 
ideas person of the Congres* 
s(l) party (such being the 
state of that oftce*proud 
orgnsation). 

Moving the ecunomic re* 
sukition at the AiCC(l) ses- 
held recently at the 
Talkalora Stadium, Sathe 
could not qtflte resist making 
a dig or (wo at (be erstwhile 
foam ninister (and second 
only to Rajiv Gandhi m the 
oU dispensation) V. P. Smgh. 

’Maium naf^ " mused Sathe, 
in diaste Hi»h. "do number 
kuni mem ky9 beman jai, id 
jo usme birtha hat. uska 
dknag out ho jau hat~" (I 
wonder why everyone who 
siu on the number two chair 
gets meiuAy deran^.l 
The point was misunder* 
stood 1^ another one'time 
second-in-command. Pranab 
Midihenee. He sat squatnaig 
m his chair until Sathe 
thou^ fit to dartfy, 
referring to a certw 
former minister ufled 
Viabwa who thought 
he codd conquer the 
w«td Omw’s tlwt for 
symbolism?) and 
therefme quit the par¬ 
ty to become Opf^* 
tioD leader. 

Havaig proved him- 
setf a palpable wit. 
Sathe went on to give 
Na leader gratvatoua 


9 advice^that he should never 

* again have a number two 
f man in the Cabinet. Wefl, 

* there certamly is no danger 
of Sathe ever being 
appointed to Che post. 


THE PUBLICITY¬ 
CONSCIOUS Lieutenant 
Govemm’ of Delhi Etoraeah 
Dhendari is known for two 
things; his strange insiatence 
on repeating everything 
thrice (as in “No problem, no 
problem, no problem." or 
’Hello Adnan, hello Adnan, 
hello Adnan"). and hia ex¬ 
treme reluctance to give up 
the govemmeni house at 18 
Akttf Road that hi» occupied 
as foreign secretary. 

After Bhandari retired 
from the foreign office, the 
government made several 
attempts to boot him out of 


the bungalow but he ching on 
by his fingernails (’Tm not 
going, I’m not going. I’m not 
going"). Now he’s been 
appointed Lt Governor, he 
h^ taken to claiming that he 
has a legitimate right to the 
house. 

The ^oblem is that the 
LG alr^y has an official 
residence called Rqj Niwas. 
No macter. Bhan^ now 
claims that Raj Niwai has 
structural foiUs and operates 
out of Akfor Road. 

Laet month, the thrice* 






blessed Bhandari invited 
guests to e party st Riq 
Niwss. 'Hnse who turned up 
found nobody there. Then 
they read tht small print on 
the cards. It said: ’Raj 
Niwss. 18 Aktbar Road'. 
Obviously. Bhandari had 
rechrotened his old bungs* 
low. And so now, nobody on 
throw him out. 

Clever d>sp, dcver chip, 
clever chap. 


THOSB WHO rise by (he 
sdver screen have also to live 
with it, whether they will or 
no, Jayaltlitha, leader o( 
one perpetually'Wsmng 
bctkm ofthe AlADMK, for 
iDsisnce. One of the 
claimants to MGR's disputed 
legacy, Jsya has one thing in 
common with her deceased 
mentor—her cine populanty. 


Now that politics is no longer 
the piece of cake it was 
during MGR's lifetime and 
her stock is plummeting 
(thanks, in part, to the undig* 
nfied squabbles between the 
wife and the... um.. pobtical 
heir), Jaya has decided to 
take to the arc 
No. it's not back to films 
ftiU'time. AO she has in innd 
is a quiclde, wt^ would 
rehtft^ her badly-battered \ 
image. If the plans work out. 
onegoen wifi soon see her 
baCtla^ social evil, aided by 
such stalwsrti as Kanalaha* 


Yes, ft is (he Vinod Khsn* 
na-Amrfta Singh combine 
we are (aOdng about. The 
rwnours that had them wed¬ 
ded had some substance to 
(hem. after al. For Sunday 
)bs a on very suthc^tauve 
sources that (he lovers have 
given notice to (he la* courts 
that they intend to go in for a 

registered morriegc once the 
Statutory waning period is 
over, month or so. 

and (hey wifi go public with 
tiK ioyous news. 

Past recced ihou^.does 
not augur very wel W their 


VInotf • Iwokjd 1 

san and Kajnkant, or so ■>* 
aiders would have it. No 
prises for guessing who 
would emerge the wmner. i 


THIS KARTICUUR court¬ 
ing couple has gone to court. 


Ott^ Doth* pmeppiM wane 

future. Vinod’s Rajneesh 
predebctKS) is wel-known. 
as B htt love of the female 
form. And AmrHa't reputa* 
tion as man-eater n not ex¬ 
actly unearned. So. bets are 
already being laid on bow 
long the union will last. 
Needless to add. the odds 
are stacked heavily against 
the starry pair. But G<^ and 
Rav) Shakri wilkng. they will 
kve happiy ever after. 


THEY THOUGHT it was an ' 
cfler nobody could refuse. i 
But they had reckoned with- [ 
out the {fftncipled Dlllp i 
Doshi. eX'Test cricketer . 
and kIt-arm spinner second I 
only to the great Bishen | 
BedL 

South Afncan cncket was ' 
to celebrate its lOUth . 
anniversary and fesbviQes ' 
were being planned, which ' 
would include eihibition ! 
matches featuring ’names’ ' 
from cndcet fields from al I 
over die world. And how I 
could they be induced to i 

ae^lm Deegupta. M from arm I 


accept invitations from y poli¬ 
tical parah like South Afiva^ i 
Only by the lure of Ow lucre. | 
The country being always 
flush with slush funds. Ihc^se j 
bound for British shores (cm | 
the recrtBtment tkive) were | 
given one million pounds. , 
wtuch they proceeded to ' 
wave under the nuse of 
Doshi and others.Doshi did , 
not bite and acknuwledgmg ' 
defeat, the press-gang 
its way back home. So not 
everyl^y has a price, some 
of us have values, too. 


A MARXIST and no gentle¬ 
man, 18 the general omsen- 
sus about West Bengal fi¬ 
nance minister Ash Im Pm- 
impu- 

The Prime Minister, on a 
visit to the city, was addres¬ 
sing his obligatory pre- 
departure press conference 
at Calcutta’s Hum Dum air- 
port, (tracing the occasion as 
the stale government repre¬ 
sentative was Uasgupla. 

Rajiv proceeded to hector 
scribes un sundry weighty 
issues—(he Bengal Lamp 
controversy, central assist¬ 
ance to states, the Haldia 
project, the Hikreshwar 
thential power projecl^U 
sore points with the state 
goventment. As is Gandhi’s 
wont, the statements were 
not tutaOy Kcurate. A fact 
that Dasgupu, as amicable 
host, should have over¬ 
looked. Unly such magna- 
nirniiy vms not for the good 
communist and he inter¬ 
rupted the PM repeatedly to 
ciAlradict his statements, 
making him out to be. at 
best, a blithering idiot, at 
worst, a rotten liar. 

’’Bad fbnn.” cried sticklers 
for protocol, aghast at such 
unprecedented misbehaviour 
fr(OT a responsible nwuater. 
Dasgupta preferred prefer- 
rii^ his explanation td the 
chi^ minister, iyoti Basu. 
And ft must have teen a good 
one, for Basu said bter ’’It is 
a trivial maner and 1 don’t 
think there is any point oi i 
commenung on the inci- I 
dent." I 









KHAASBAAT 



for Rjm Shiny's KhiUmik. 
AhtJ Raq, mid*way ihroujih 
her pre^uncy. iiaiste^ on 
performing dence sequ* 
ences with aD the teat af¥J 
fervour of yore. And paid the 
price for hn overenthu* 
aiaam. bndirig in hoaptUl. 

Most worried about Read's 
iOheahh was Hema Mafa^ 
who had gone through the 


villoma, lathers, uncles. 
bi otlwrs and heroes wiU> 
<>OuaJ ease; is (otaly profes* 
^rtal: and is genuinely 
t^iknted urddte Vinod Khanna 
dod parly. 


look her Super* 
woman image a trifle loo 
si'fviu^ly. perhaps. Shrxittng 


Guess who is emerging 

the industry's effective num¬ 
ber two? Not Vmod Khanna* 
or Dharmendra. Bui Anupam 
Kher. The versaiile star has 
emerged as Bomhav s nwrsi 
consistent hit*givet ilwsc 
days while all the other 
heroes have hadfhjps. 

What's more, he can |>bv 


same rigours trying to com* 
pleie all her films twfore she 
'showed*. 

Somewhat surprising, all 
thi» lender concern. After 
all. nuhody has yet forgotten 
Anita's IHurmendra connec* 
lion. 

hat news of Siryim ihe 
lung*awailed Amitabh* 
Shabana starrer? (t was sup* 
posed to have been reless^ 
five months ago, but there’s 
stiU no sign of it. Worse atill, 
Amit's vfianKhas say that his 
tv^ Manmohan J)esai Aims 
(Gznga JmnunnSanswati 
and Tuvfani will be released 
before it. 

What Kcounts for the de* 
lay? Three reasons, (foe; 
A^ feels he needs a big* 
budget unwsha. not a low* 
budget film, cogged byjaved 
Akhiar from Frank Capra. 
Two: he thinks that Tiwu 
Anand's direction is awful. 
Anand has already lost his 
piece m the superstar's camp 
to another Anand: Muktii. 

And three: after seeing a 
preview. Jaya told her hus¬ 
band that Shabana and he 
made a lenibie ki een pair, 
that the Asmi had all the sex 
appeal of a chipmunk; and 
what’s more, looked <Adet 
than hm on screen. 

KAadhuri D'vai claims to be 
teething. No. it’s not the 
latest gamtxt tn appear voun- 
gcr*than*all-el$e 'Hiedis- 
foest thing to hit filmland in a 
long, kmgtnne, Dixit is 
merely getting her wisdom 
teeth: as painful a process as 
any. And suffering with her 
are her Qumerous producers, 
for the star cannot even ani* 
collate her lines on the sets, 
let akwf emote, because of 
the agonising pain. • 









In search of roots 


A bureaucrat with literary^ talent highlights the problems affecting his generation 


S \icceMful servuHs ve nut 
expected to achieve credibilny as 
prepheta of abenstion. But that is 
precisely the kind of dual distmctmi that 
29*yeai‘'<4d Upamanyu Chattence has 
acquired a/ter the publication of his first 
novel. Enghth Auev^t As assistait 
collector in Thane. Chattenee pushed 
japers vAth diligence in the best tsii^* 
tioRS uf coloniat administration. But out 
oi office he combined pen and paper to 
spurts of Iherary creativity. 

Uf the many Indian auth^ writing in 
English today. Chaitecyec is probably 
the one who is most dosel)' identified 
with hia heri^'-Agastys Sen. facetiously 
named "English August" by friends for 
hii AnglfiOndian predilec* p ■ , . 
tions. Much tuu closely I 

perhaps for comfort ^since 
Chattenee finds it necesa^ . i 

to insiat on the tenuous dia* { i 

tinctiun that though the hero 
is a trainee in the dvil ser* 
vice, "the book is not about ^ g 
the civil service." Tor Chat* I 

teriee. the novel is about the 
"pressures uf feeling dislo*< 
cated. of not feeling at 
home".And Apstya Sen be* 
comes the prototype for the 
dislocated young man of the* 
post'Partltion generation 
who needs his fantasies to 
cope with his reality. After 
fhe book was published. 

Chatlerjee's fnends wrote to tipwnanyu 

Ism "thanking turn for reviving the 
Agastya in us aO.” 

Being a dvil service trainee should not 
have produced any significant disorienta* 
tion if) Upamanyu Chatterjee. He 
travelled men enou^ bi the districts 
with his parents who were with A1 India 
Radio, and he has an older brother who 
ia also an IAS officer. Nonetheless, like 
so many others manning (he dvd aer* 
vice, Chatteriee is primanly an urtai 
person. A graduate in English from St 
Stephen’s College m DeDi. Chanet)ee 
also taught there for a year before 
joining the dvil service. 

Perhaps it was his sophisticated 
education and background that gave Irnn 
a perception of Indian ackninistration in 
its hiaioncal context a perception that is 
bound to create distance if not dwoca* 


tion. "Distnct admeUitun n Ir^ 
a",obeerves ties author, "is largely a 
Britiah creatkin—ike the riiwsys and 
the Engbsh language, another c o mp tex 
and tsiwieldy be<|uea( ct tbe Rjf." 

TV difference of course ie w Uw kind 
of people ackmistentg the dieuvt to* 
day. UnUie (he con6d^ or convniCted 
empae*b(aiders of the peat this ta the 
post*Parti(ioa generation whose mem* 
bers "are diskiatied because of lack of 
involvement." Laments Chatterjee. 
"(hey have nothing con cr ete (o idemify 
wHh. Wouldn’t it V nice to be at heme 
anywhere in the country?" 

Young ctvl service trainees with 
urban ba ckg ro u nds Hu Chsnerjee's are 


i< 
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not likely to be at hocne n the nnl 
outposts they are dungied b. Tvne. 
language and cdture*—al tend to recede 
for than, and frw liteir optfons left are 
eith^ to walov na potentialy corrupt 
kfestyle or to re tre a t ailo fantasy. Chat* 
terjee’a hero Agastya thus becomes ^ 
perfect andVro. a 24'year*old recruit 
who is aent (oa amal town caled Madna 
for trasing before becom^ a bfodt 
development officer in a prerariy trfoal 
(hstiict infested wkb Naxabtes. 

Any discussion with Cliatterjee also 



reveals tu msights into a problem that is 
uniquely Indian—epeaking and (hdiking 
in Entfsh whidi ia not one’s own 
language. Tbe niu!i( Hignificant legacy uf 
(hi* Kaj. English (or the abilHy to u^e it) 
ftiifi confers tremendous advantage's on 
the Inthan. Chatterjee reminds you of 
tlie irony of Engliah baahmg. In IWtfi the 
government dwreed that candidates 
could take the IAS euinmalHins in any 
Indinn Ufiguagt' they iIxmc. Hut lei^g 
than one per<‘enl cIvrh' i(» lake ^nlHge 
of thih gesturi* of hlH*nilisMticin! 

Al the winM' Tjiiie. Chatterjee fi*el» 
Ibai Indians are making tmi much use of 
English It will fadt* away in tlK' ih'XI 
three generatKeis. without doubt. 

sfrnpfy becauie it is being 
.u pushed beyond its limits. 
What wiE be left wiU probably 
j| be the strange bngo of a 
f' Chattenee character, Srivai* 
'I tava, the collector of Madna. 
who fays. "My own Engbah 
jH is Qwie funny too—but thm 1 
had to team it on my own." 

After five years of admi* 
nistratiun. Upamanyu Chat* 
terjee can say that be has 

■ cht^n a ''justified” subiect 
for his first novel. Prevms 
rxpmnces of short story 
wnting for magaxines like 
The lAisrmed Wcekfy. De¬ 
bonair and the London Maga- 
^ ^ ane only laid the foundation 
for the seven month burst of 
aettrvity m ISetLSS wtwi 'Engtish Au- 
gnat wsi written. Approprteiely enough, 
the book was written in Delhi where 
Chatter^ was On leave, not in the 
distract of the districts. 

Critical accolades <ir a^reciaiive 
cummenis frum friends liav*e not made 
(he year*<M writer lose his grasp of 
reality. He has not forgt^ton the eight 
rejections htmi ptibbskTs while the 
nov^l made the rounds fur IS months 
before Kaber & Kaber took it. The novel 
dues not seem to have maoe much 
difterence to his career. He has reeently 
been made officer on ^ledal duty, 
festival, department of culture. And 
unBie hb pr^gomikhe has no immedi* 
ate ptens lo teavethe service ai order to 
"get himaetf put of aO hia perptexities." 
Olga Tatea'iwiikaj 




A short story by Jeffrey Archer about a finance 
minister who is determined to end corruption 
and unearth Swiss accounts 


General Otofai the head of state, was 
under invesliiation by his cwn finance 
minister. 

Ignatius alonr now checked, vetted 
and authorised all foreign contrKts 
worth over one hundred mlllior dolUrs. 
And although every deosion he made 
was meticulously Knitinised by his ene* 
mea, not a breath of scandal ever 
became assodated with his name. 

When Ignatius began his second year 
of office as minisler of finance even the 
cynics began to acknowledge his 
adttevementi. t( was about this time 
that General Otobi feh confident enough 
to call IgnaUui in for an unscheduled 
consultation. 

Tlie head of state welcomed the 
minisler to Durden Barracks and 
ushered hen to a comfonable chair in Ms 
study overkxiking the parade ground. 

“Ignatius. 1 have just finished going 
over the latest budget report and I am 
alarmed by your conclusion that the 
estcheguer is still losing millions of dol* 
hrs year in bribes paid to go* 
betwccns by foreign companies. Have 
you any idea mto whose pockets this 
money is falling? That’s what I want to 
know." 

Ignatius sat boh upright. Ms eyes 
never leaving the head ^ state. 

“1 suspect a great percnrtage of die 
money is ending in private Swiss bank 
accounts but i am at present unable to 
prove a." 

""Then I will give you >^tever added 
authceity you require to do so." said 
General Otobi. "You can use any means 
you consider necessary to ferret out 
these viBains. Start by investigatxng 
every member of my Cabinet, past and 
(resent. And show no fear or Mvour in 
your endeavours, no matter what their 
rvlc or connections.” 

‘*Por such a task to have any chance of 
success I would need a special letter of 
authonty signed by you. General...'* 


F ew shoved much interest when 
Ignatiui Ag^ was appomted 
Nigeria’s minster of finance. AAer 
all. the cynics panted out he wu the 
seventeenth person to hold the office in 
17 yean. 

in Ignatius’s first m^or pohey stale* 
ment to Par ba ment he proi^ed to end 
graft axl com^tion in public hfe and 
warned tbe electorate thsit no one hold- 
ng an o ffi ria l position could feel safe 
uAn he led a b la m ei ess Us. He ended 
Ms mMden sp ee ch with the words. "I 
eitend to div om Nigeria’s Augean 
staNes." 

Such was the impact of the mnater’s 
sp e ech that k faded to get a mention in 
the l4goe Tknes. Perhaps the editor 
considered that, smee the paper lad 
covered (he speeches of the previous 16 
mnsters is enense^ Ms readen mi^ 
feel they had heard it al before. 

l^iatiM, however, was not to be 
teheartened by (he bek of confidence 
shown in Mm. snd set about Ms new task 
with vigour and determaiation. Widsi 
days of Ms appomtnM he had caused a 
nanor official at the nvastry of food to be 
jailed for falsifying docunwits reiatkig to 
the ar^ofl of gram. The nest to feel die 
briades of Ignatius's new broom was a 
leadsig Letoese fi nanci er, who was 
deported without trial for breadi of tbe 
exchange comrol regulations. A month 
later came an event which even Ignatius 
considered a personal coup: tbe arrest d 
tbe chief of p^ce for acceptmg bribes— 
a perk the ckiiens of Lagos had m die 
(KM considered went widi the jotL When 
four months later Che police chief was 
sentenced to 16 months ki jai. the new 
finarue mmister finely made the front 
page of tbe Lagos Tfoies. A leader on 
the centre page dubbed Mm ‘‘Cleaft 
Sweep Iputius’’, the new broom every 
guihy man feared. Igiatiis’s reputation 
as Mr Geao continued to grow as arrest 
fbfiowed arrest and unfounded rumours 
begvi circulating in the caprtal that even 
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'Then it wiU be on your desk by six 
o'clock this evening." said the head of 
state. 

"And (he rank of Aniba$.sador I'lerapo- 
tencisry whenever I travel abroad." 

'‘Granted" 

'Thank you/' said Ignatius, mmg 
from his chair on the assumption that the 
audience was over. 

‘'You may also need ihis," said the 
General as they walked inwards the 
door. The head c4 state handed Ignatius 
I small automatic pistol. "Because 1 
suspect by now that you have almost as 
many enemies as 1.'‘ 

(j^Uus took the pistol from the 
soldier awkwardly, put it in hia ptckri 
and mumbled lus tiunks. 

Without anothei word passmK bi - 
tv/een the two men Ignatius left Ns 
leader and was driven back to bis 
ministry. 

Without the knowledge of the itwir* 
man of the State Rank of Nigeria and 
unl^ndered by any senor civil s<*rvanis. 
Ignatius enthusiasticnily set about his 
new task. He researched alone at rught. 
and by day diKUSsed his findings with no 
one. Three months bter he was reMlv to 
pounce. 


'n* minster selected the month at 
August to make an unscheduled visit 
abroad as k was the time when moat 
Nigerians went on hohday and his abs¬ 
ence would therefore not be worthy of 
comnent. 

He asked his permanent secretary to | 
book hun. Ins wife and their two children I 
on a fbght to Obndo. and to tie ceftan 
(hat It was diarged (o his per^vmal 
account. 

On I heir arrival in lOorkb (he family 
checked uiiu the focal Mamot Hotel He 
then mfonned iM wife, withoui warning ' 
<ir expianaiion. that he would be spend- ' 
mg a few duys in New York on business : 
bdurc rejnmsig them for the a*si of the ' 
hoMav. The fbBowmg momng Ignainis 
left his family to the mysteries u( Hu- 


neyworid while he took a flight to New 
York. It was a short taxi ride from La' 
Guardia to Kennedy, where, after a 
change of clothes and the purchase of a 
return tourist ticket for cash, Ignatius 
boarded a Swissair fliifht for Geneva 
unobserved. 

O nce in the Swiss caiural Ignattus. 

booked mto an inC(Aspicufxis hniel, 
retired (o bed and slept soundly for eight; 
hours. (H*er breakfast the following 
morrung he studied ihe hat of banks he. 
had so carefullv drawn up after aunplet- 
mg his research in Nigeria: each name 
was wntlen out boldly in his own hand. 
Ignatius decided to start with Gerber el, 
Cm* whose building, he observed frori; 
Ihe hotel bedroom, t<Mik up half the' 
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Avenue de Pvddoe. He dwcked (he 
telephone nutnber wHh the conderie 
bdore placing a caL The chaenun 
agreed to aee hen at twelve o’dodc. 

Carrying only a battered bhefcaae. 
l^Ciui arrived at the bank a lew 
minutes before the appofoted hour—an 
unusual occurrence tor a Nigerian, 
thought the young man dressed in a 
amert grey suit, while shut and grey silk 
tie, who was waiting in the marble hall to 
greet hsm. He bowed to the minater. 
introducing himself ss the chaimian's 
personal assistant, and explained that he 
would accompany Ignatius to the clttir* 
man's ofSce. Tik young executive led 
the minister to a waiting lift and neither 
man uttered another wo^ unU they had 
reached the eleventh floor. A gentle tap 
on the chairman’s door elicited “En- 
Crer." vdiich the young man obeyed. 

'The Nigerian nwuster of finance, 
sir" 

The chairman rose from behind hia 
desk and stepped forward to greet Ns 
guest. Ignatius could not help noticsig 
Chat he coo wore a grey suit. wNie sNrt 
and grey silk tie. 

morning, rnmsier." the char* 
man said. "Won't you have a seat?” He 
ushered Ignatius towards s low gtssa 
table surrounded by comfiirtable chairs 
on the far side of the room. "I have 
ordered coffee feu both of us if that is 
acceptable." 

l^Chjs nodded, placed the battered 
briefcase on the floor by the side of Ns 
chair and stared out of the large plate* 
^ss window. He made some sniafi*tal( 
about the splendid view of the magnifi- 
cent fountain while a ghi served al three 
men with coffee. 

Once the young woman had left (be 
room Ignatius got down lo business. 

‘'My head of state has requested that I 
visil your bank with a rather unusual 
request/' he began. Not a flicker of 
surprise appeared on the face of the 
chairman or his young assistant "He has 
bonosired me with the usk of discover¬ 
ing which Nigerian dtisens hold nen- 
bered accounts with your bank." 

On foaming Uiii piece of mfbmutkin 
only the chainnan's lips moved. "I am 
not al liberty to disclose- " 

“ADow me to put my case." said the 
minister, raising a wNle pabn. "Ftrst. let 
me assure you that I come with the 
absc^ authority of my government." 
Without snother word. Iimstnis ex¬ 
tracted an envelope from Ns inside 
pocket with a flourish. He handed it to 
chairman who removed the letter 
inside and read it ^wty. 

Once he had finished rea^ the 
banker detred his throat “Tbis docu- 
ineRt.Ifoar, sir, carries no vabdHymmy 
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country." He replaced it m the envelope 
and han ded it to Ignabus. "1 am. of 
course.* continued the chawman. Sot 
for one m oment doubtkg that you have 
the ful hadiing of your head of state, 
both as a minster and an ambassador, 
but that does not dange the bank’s nifo 
of confldentiaity in su^ matters. There 
are no circumstances in wfadi we would 
relMse the namee of any of our a cc o unt 

holdm without their authority. Tm sor* 
ry Co be of so little 1^. but those are. 
m wiB always renain. the bank ndea." 
The chairTnan rose to Ns feet, as he 
considered the meetrg was now at an 
end: but he had not bergined for Ctean 
Sweep Iffttiua. 


*’My bead of sute." said lathis, 
soften^ hts tone perceptibly, "has 
authorised me to approach your bank to 
act as the intermediary for all future 
transactions betvi^en my country and 
Switaerland." 

"We are flattered by your cmfidence 
in us. ramister/' replied the chairman, 
who remained standing. "Hoi^ver, I 
feel sure that you wiU undcreland that it 
cannot after our attitude to our custom¬ 
ers' cenfidenti^." 

I gnatius remained unperturbed. "Then 
1 am sorry to mform you, Mr Gerber, 
lhai our ambassador in Genevk wifl be 
inetnirted to make in official conmuni* 
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que to the Swits foreign ollke about the 
ikk of co^o^etion your bank has 
shown concerning requesu for informa¬ 
tion about our natforuils. " He waited for 
hia words to sink in. "You could avoid 
such embarrassment, of course, by 
sim^ letting me know the names of my 
count^inen who hold accounts with 
Gerber et Cie SAd the amounts involved 
1 can assuie you wt wouM not reveal (he 
Bource of our ktiormation. ” 

"You are moat welcome to lodge such 
a cofiununique. air, and I feel sure that 
our miniater will evplm to your ambas* 
aador in the most courteous of diploma* 
Ik language that the foreign ministry 
does not have the authority under Swiss 
law to demand such disclosures." 

"If that ia the case. 1 shaS instruct my 
own ministry of trade to hah all future 
dealings in Nigeria with anv Swiss 
nationals until these names are re* 
vealed." 

"That is your privilege, mimater." 
replied the chairman, unmoved. 

"And we may also have to reconsider 
every contract currently bemg negoti* 
ated by your countrymen in Nigeria And 
in addition 1 shall personally see to it that 
no penalty clauses are honoured." 

"Would you nut consider such action a 
little prec^te^ 

"let me assure you, Mr Gerber, that 
( woidd not lose one moment of sleep 
over such a decision," said Ignatius. 
"Even if my efforts to discover those 
names were to bring yuu* country to its 
knees 1 would not be moved." 

be ft, minister," repbed the chak* 
man. "However, it stdl does not alter 
the pdky or the attitude of Ihs bank to 
confidentiality." 

"If that remains the case, sir, (Ns 
very day 1 shall give inatructions to our 
am^ssador to close our embassy in 
Geneva and I shall deda/e your ambas* 
sador in lagos persona non grara." 

For the first time the chairman raised 
Ns eyebrows, 

"Furthermore." continued Ignatius, "I 
will boM a conference in London which 
will leave the world's press in no doubt 
of my bead d state’s displeasure with 
the conduct of this bank. After sudi 
purity 1 feel confident you wii find that 
many of your customers would prefer to 
dose cb^ accounts. whOe others who 
have in the past considered you a safe 
haven may find rt necessary to look 
elsewhere. ” 

The minister waked but still the 
chaiiman did not respond. 

"Then you leave me no choke.” said 
Ignatius, rising from Ns seat. 

The chaiman stretched out Ns arm. 
assuming that at last the mkiiiter was 
leaving, only to watch with horror as 


—turning that «t l—t the m inister w— 
leaving, only to watch wWi horror M 
IpMrtiiia placod a hand In his lackot 
pocket and remo v ed a amaW platol 


Ignatius ptaied a hand ei hu jacket 
podiet and removed a small pistol. Ihr 
two Swiss bankers froae as (iW Nigenan 
nanster of Nance stepped forward and 
pressed the muzile against the chaff- 
man's temple. 

"J need those names, Mr Gerber, and 
by now you must reakse 1 wfl stop at 
nothing. If you don't supply them tn* 
Riedsdety I’m going Co bfow yow brains 
out. Do y^ understand?" 

The chairman ^ve a slkd<t nod. beads 
of sweat a ppe a ring on his forehead. 
"And he wil be next," said Ignatius, 
gesturing towards the young assistant, 
who stood speechl ess and paralysed a 
few paces away. 

"Get me the names d every Nigerur 
vHm holds an account in this bank." 
Ignatius said guietiy. looks^ towards 
the young man, "or II blow your 
charnrian’s brans al over Ms soA pde 
carpet Immediately, do you hear me?" 
he added sharpfy. 

The young man foedted towards the 
chaarmaa who was now tremblmg but 
said quite dearty. ''Noa fterre, jamais." 

"£)’accord," repM the as^tant in I 
wNsper. 


"You can’t say I didn't give yuu every 
chance " Ignatius pulled back (he ham¬ 
mer, TYie sweat was now pouring down 
the chainnan’s face and tiw young man 
had to turn Ns tyti away as Iw waited in 
terror for the pistol shot. 

"Excellent," said Ignatius, as he re¬ 
moved the gun from t):« chairman’s bead 
and retun^ (u Ns seat Both (he 
bankers were stID trembling and quite 
uruble to speak. 

The minister picked up (he battered 
briefcase by the side of his duir and 
pbced K on the glass table in front d 
him. He pressed back (he clasps and the 
y fbeked up. 

The two bankers stared down at the 
neatly pKked rows of hiindred*doUar 
bSs. Every inch of the briefcase had 
been taken tip. The chairman quickly 
estimated that h probably amounted to 
around five mfllkm dofiars. 

"I wonder, sir," said IgnatHis, "bow I 
go dbovi opening an account with your 
bvtk?" 






Back to the present 

Boman Desai's hero recalls figures from his past to find himself 

A ny novel (hal The best Hvo-rerier ronct 

marries a firsl ^ _ Her chi«»o«l in Nivsan, ll 

person chvac- ^fi \ 11 Gflrl with ih» hi^antifiii hut 


A ny ni>vel (hal 
marries a first 
person charac¬ 
ter w>ih an account o( 
places and times 
beyond (hai *1' Riture's 
lived experience^ 
needs a narrative de* 
vice to yoke the two 
(oflether. The reason for (his probaUy is 
that readers are willing to take oq tniat i 
an author's omniscience when the lak ia 
tuM at the third person, but thi* T, behu 
part of the action and the story, doesni 
rate the tame authorty. We want to 
know how he knows. Sometimes the 
author’s soKiiion is to make the first 
person chirscter a siory-teDer wiU» 
the novel: Salerm Sinai telmjt Padma 
the story of his bfe in Rushdie’s Mtd- 
OaMrea or the seventh Trotter 
wntme a chronicle of tus eccentric 
AngkHndian clan in Alan Sealy a Trot* 
itr-NmM But Boman Uesai’s device for 
telbnit the 9t<iry of a Pvsi fanuly over 
four generations through the conecunis* 
neaa of his first'person hero. Kormua 
(Honal Seervai. Is rather different. 
Homi is given access to his fainilial past, 
to the collective consciousness of tlw 
Parsis, through mKhine error. 

Homi, a graduate student in America, 
has invent^ the niemoscan. a contrap¬ 
tion that can ’read’ the wnnkles of the 
mind, thus making it possfofo for the 
user lu relive epis^s long past. When 
Homi uses the invention on hmsetf he 
programmes it to replay one event in his 
recent past, over and over agaai—the 
nature of this event is kept from the 
reader til afrnost Che end of the novel 
Homi knows that the price of such 
repetitive stimulation is derangement, 
even death, but he goes ahead anyway. 
He is rescued and unhooked but not 
before the apparatus has scrambfod his 
mmd. During his convalescence Im 
senses osdflate between everyday nor¬ 
malcy and over poweringly vivM visions 
from the past, i^re kinsfolk, dead and 
alive, buttonhole hen and show \m 
edited footage from their lives. 

Homi's C^vclescencc; (his then b (Ik 

frame stocy. The stories that it fr am e s , 
the visions, follow serially. So the novel 
begins with Bapagi, Komi’s dead pater¬ 
nal grandmother, giving him a guided 
tour of the events in anaent Inn that led 
ID to the Partt diaspora. This ii by way 
of prologue—the rest of the visfons are 




sited in the luneteenth and twentieth 
centuries and they carry the si<^ ri^t 
up to the event that prompted Homi to 
make h» k’ausiian comf^ with the 
memoacan. 

We are treated to two dead grand¬ 
mothers. One is Bapaip: tough. Gusarau- 
speakmg a big nmse in a smaB towa a 
proper moAisad matriarch. The other is 
Granny. Homi’s maternal grini^ther 
Bumbay*bred. English-speaking and 
such an Anglophile that m heaven 
(where anything is potsHM because 
nothing makes a difforence) iht has 
chosen to relocate her Bombay home in 
Cambridge. Bapagi on the other hand, 
has kept her bungafow in Navsari sid 
rehous^ her mind instead, n a man’s 
body because al throi^ her energetic 
bfe she had craved the freedom and 
strength fpven to men. And so it goes 
on. each nHative waiting for a drDr.olo- 
gical cue to step m and sp^ hb or her 
reel on to the ^ playiig in Horn’s 
head. 


Boom DMtfi Mm Iw Mh| 
StWiyofiPanIMroMr 
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The best iwo-reeler roncems Bapaqi. 
Her chilAiood in Navsan. the romance 
with the beautiful but daft son of a 
I iiwhaiwala the mamaw to a gentle 
middle-aged chembt whose family was 
St) haughtily inbred that all the women 
were hunchbacked and all the men had 
elephantiasis, a famdy moreover, where 
baby daughters were drowned in buck¬ 
ets of milk to keep them from the horror 
of manwg henealh them >al] this is 
wonderfully exuberant and so compelling 
in Itself that the reader’s mind never 
wanders off in search of some grand 
des^. 

But by the time Granny. Dad 
and Rusi have pul their bves on view, 
the same reader has begun to wonder if 
chronology is the only ordenng principle 
ei these paM Granny's passion for 
Cambndgr, Dad'sobssession with Edin¬ 
burgh. brother Ruii’s determined pur¬ 
suit of American co-«da—all these are 
nicely observed but less gripping. Ques¬ 
tions anse about the sum of tl^ parts. 
Wil the resolulkin of the frame story, 
the reason Homi used the memoacan, 
bring the story to a satisfactory dose? 

In the end It IS revealed that Homi 
turned to the memuscan because Can¬ 
dace, the woman who exorcised lus 
virgmity. had refused to sleep with him 
a^. traumiiised. he chooses to r^ve 
in his nund what he can’t rmat in real 
bfe. 

TlwiV rrvire nr less where the story 
finishes, snd Horn recovers, so it's a 
happy endinji—but h is also a pretty 
feeble me. f^ a start. Candace, whose 
reyection had driven H<uni to suicide, 
turns out' to be a ^ick blonde from (he 
backwaters of Middle America siid quite 
unworthy of such heroic despair. In the 
absence of a greater revelatiOT it is hard 
to know why four generations and more 
had to be involved to convince Homi that 
he'd been stupid. Deprived of the scaf¬ 
folding of a larger history or the thread 
of an organemg idea, the llfeatoriaa that 
make up the book need motives, events 
and consequenu-s in the frame sloiy to 
give them meanbiL But these turn out 
to be so trivial that Bapai^ Granny. 
Mom. Dad. Rusi and Homi remain a 
bunch of bvely cameos in search of a 
novel 
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FOOD 


Break bread in Bombay 

A neh'guide to eating oui irt £he city mak£S 


C onventionai wisdom has it that 
Bombay is someltev o( a gastro' 
nomk wasteland, at least when 
compared to Delhi which not only has 
four times as many fancy restaurants but 
also the best Muslim eateries. Diana 
Proeschel and Samj Mcrani (both from 
Bombay I US cxmauUte/USlS) set out to 
prove in flavours that there's lots of 
good food to be had in India's commer 
dal capita] if only one knows where to 
look for tl. Their guide to 86 city 
reatjurants is at least partly directed at 
the foreign tourisi which is why their 
Bombay consists largely of South Bom- 
bay (70 out of 66 restaurants)—a ^^ci 
that the map at the front of the book (in 
which the race<ourse is shown as the 
city's northernmost tipti makes clear. 
Consequently, dhabaa lose out and of 
the lass hygienic establishments only the 
famous ones like Bade Mian and Deh 
Durbar get in. 

Nevertheless, this is no guide to 
6ve-star eating. Wl^ all of the Taj'i 
restaurants are ncluded, some get k in 
(be neck. Of the Sea Lounge. Ihcy write 
with justification: “Bnloy the vkw. save 
your appetite for other restaurants and 
encourage the Ta| to try harder." Ihey 
are as hard un the Shamiaua: 'Hite 
service (b) excruciatingly slow...the 
food here sustains life, tint's about aO." 
And bang on target about the Render* 
voua: 'The phces are high, the menu 
ambidous. but the results are not always 
satisfactory.” Similarly, of (he Sm 
R ock's execrable, overpriced res* 
Caurants. only the Earthen Oven gets a 
qualified recommendation, vdale no Cen* 
taur outlets are inchided. Sadly, the 
authon nd ther punches when it conies 
to the Oberoi Cleviy, (hey don't like 
the Cafe Royale's heavily marked*up 
mishmash of Sheraton-style haute 
ctssffie but fight shy of sayng so. 
preferring to concentrate cn the decor 
natead. The Moghul Room's disastFOUS 
Kwality-atyle food shnilarty 

escapes censure am only the Samar 
kand comes in for raid cntkssm. Scene 
double standard, surely? 

They ire much better on non-five-siar 
pliceC They dismiss the pretensions ci 
the Ambiuedor'i rabbity "French 
(read Angto-lndian) cuisine; cf the 
absurdly concocted Steak a la Fer- 

Modal, they note dhly.^Our preference 


is for the sea food.*' And they acevately 
dismiss the food at Mandarin as "Chin- 
dian. featunng thiefc sauces and lots of 
sauces and shybes.” 

but ihe guide's real value is in ns 
descripiinn of uut-ot-ihe-way pives. 
Who could resiM the Koo Roti it Pralap 
Umch Home after reaAng Proeschel 
and Merwi's dewription of k? Or ipve 
Thab a imss? Or not trek out to Dadar to 
eat MsIvani'Style fish at Smdhudurg? 
Even the better-known places Hie DeH 
Durbar (the original. M the dsaster 
near Regal) bei^ from detailed de* 
scriplions and some (qie—"try the 
Bre^ Halva even ihouffi k is not bated 
un the menu." 


we have tried to compile as 
representative a coverage of Bombay at 
possible. ” the tuthora note s little defen¬ 
sively in their introduction, “we are sure 
(o have left out your favourite eatery. 
This is nevttable. "Cleariy. this is a 
subjective setecOon but there are ob¬ 
vious omifsions. At least one place 'hat 
serves good Bhelpuri should have been 
hsted. perils Swati, which is the 
deanest. If Svidhudurg gets m then 
Anant Aalwun deserves a mention, if a 
tourist (rap hke Bade Mian can get a 
rave, (hen there's no excuse (or exclud¬ 
ing the vrorid'a best Charma-Rhatura, 
avaiMle from a street stall near Chur* 
chpte nation. Some of the purpier 



(Teetmmm: 
the Obemi: feveureo VMimani 


iMinasu 


prose couU have done with a good 
editor. ("This ts. indeed, the stuff 
dreams are made of...Thii jewel is quite 
an adornment in Bombay’s crown...You 
owe yourself this unforgettable experi¬ 
ence. ' and even 'The Smdhi culinary 
grail doea indeed reside here.”) The 
book has obviously been designed hy a 
tind man and Mario’s talents wo^ 
have been better utilised if he'd been 
asked to do line drawngs of the res¬ 
taurants rather than the inappropriate 
cartooM. But despite these ninor tde* 
Rashes, a useful guide. And cne that 
not^ who bkee eatc« and plane to do 
10 B Bombay can afford to be without. 
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HIGH PRESSURE. 

Deepsea divers and vessels 
know the pressure they 
encounter when they near the 
seabed. That*s the kind of 
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pressures our metal forming 
toots withstand during constant 
use. 

At Sandvik, our expertise irt 
compacting techniques covers 
a broad range. From touch- 
sensitive, automatic presses 
to isostatic pressing. With 
stringent controls in order 
to satisfy a basic requirement: 
the right product for the right 
application. Requirirtg d>e right 
grade of cemented carbide: 
extreme hardr>es8, high 
corrosion resistance, kxtg life. 

Hard materials are our 
hardware, while applications 
expertise is our software. 

From steel rolling to alloy 
extrusion to dies and punch^, 
our hard materials are spelliog 
r)ew dimensions in metal 
forming productivity. 

That's right ^ this is carbide 
application engineering at the 
frontier level. Thaf s the level 
we're comfortable with at 
Sandvik Asia. 


SANDVIK 



SANDVIK ASIA LTD 


The Science. 

The Technology. The Commitment. 

















SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 20 NOVEMBER 1988 BY AMRiTLAL 



ARIFS (21 Msfck—M April) 

rnis IS .'i Mvoutctble w«ek 
fnr you wrtli &UCC^ 
'iheiv yOMf w*0<A. 
Chnnres « promohon loi 
Ilk sorvK'iP art* very good Bubir»e$s< 
men wifi imd ((krtunn smiling oo thtem. This 
•k i good woi'k lof nirw ventuiPS. An ofd 
iicguMinionce w.li piuve lo l)e of gr«PI help 
The Jomoidc front wiH remain peaceful 
6M0 0Pl8l 21 22 ana 23 
tMkv flUfflMrt; 4. 7 ond 9 
FavoprilK dirieliOA; Fast 

TAURUS (SI AprfU^ May) 
in>i IX go»nfl to M an ex* 

coiieniweek You ere likely 
10 gam imenciaily, oilher 
inrough mherilpnce. or 
inrougn your profeteton An urtexpecied 
journoy coukt Wad to a wirtdfaii Bui seek 
ihe idvice of your eUers before making 
Oecisiuns lor you rr^ay be tempted inlo 
rxiravaganca by your good fortune, A good 
lime lot rumanca 
Qood datn; 22. 24 and 26 
LMBky numbars; 3, 4 and 5 
Fivouribla diracllen: Norm 


w 


LEO (21 J#yw2| AlfMl) II 
y<Ai are m buemess. you 
are kkely lo make some 
PMIS ^ Quick money, 4 m eerv«e. 

you can Jock forward fo 
promotion You wiP have lo iravel a lol m 
conneclion VMin your work but do not get 
disnacied wtMe vaveihng You c»i reel 
assured ihal wfvie you are away Irom 
home, no sertous pvobiem w>t exop up. 
Sood dain; 24. 2$ ana 26 
Lacky aumbart: 2. 4 ar>d 6 
Favourable dlracUaii; North-easi 




VIRGO (21 Av|ui |.20 
lepleiiiber) Not a vary good 
week A irusied tnand 
mght beirey you ao be on 
your Querd Tn<t >s also not 
a week to prec<priate metiers. 4 you are m 
busmees do not hav« a anowoown wun 
your partners or lake erevocabre imarkciai 
deostons II you ate n service, do ncd 
challenge your superiors even 4 you feel 
you are m the r<Qhi 
Qeed dales: 20. 21 and 26 
Latfhr aumierr 4. 6 «id 6 
Favoenaie direcOoo; Soum eaai 




SAGIHARIUS |21 Novam- 
Nr—26 Deeifflbar) in<s. 

unfortunately, is not gomg 
lo be a good week for you. 
But do not despair too 
muern. loi no major loas is indicated. Those 
in service should iry and avoid displeasing 
metr superiors, a liihe bit ol lact now could 
vay rewards Diet A love atiair could come 
tL an end. causing great disiress 
Good dates; 23. 24 and 26 
Lsdqr itemban; 2 T and 6 
Faveerabia dlresHoft: Norih wesi 


r^&nvv CAPRtCORN (21 Oecimbef- 
I I 26 January) usa your inlui* 

w 4jl|^U lion lo solve the proles* 
^ Jg^R sional pfoLHomt that will 
4 &c>2l^ crop up this waak. il will 
pay olf This is gomg lo be a gooa weak 
tmancisiiy. but it would be 4dvis<ible to lake 
competent advice before rnakirrg any pn* 
vestments An imponant (Ourney is kksiy in 
ihs near future Vour family hfe win provide 
comion Take care ol youi health 
Gsed dlM: 22 . 23 and 26 
Utiry oemben; 4, S and 6 
FavDvraMa dlracNfi; Fast 


GEMM (21 May-26 Jeaa) 
V Thjs IS a good week lor 
(9 ^ businessmen who oen go 

r / Jn ahead with new corilracta 
or buy new stocks. They 
ate .iiso likely 10 prolH from earlier mvesi* 
menis Family problems are likely 10 be 
sorieu out this week, But yourhealih will 
need aitcniion. This is rioi a lucky week 
lor romance either 
Obod dates: 2i. 23 and 26 
Ucky namNrt: 6, 8 arvd 9 
Faveyrabli dirsctteit: South 



UIM (21 NeleiRNr-20 ^ 
Ocieber) The stars ate n' ! 
your lavouf so go ahead . 
with your plane. Do noi lei ' 
anyihvig hold you back itis 
an idaai week lo lake decisions about new 
investments it you are vi service, you are 
ikeiy Id csKch the eye c4 your super^rs. 
But ekerose caulion while trying your luck 
and take a ktiie sdwee from your elders 
Geed dalei: 22. 23 and 24 
Lucky MAMrl; i. 4 and 6 
FiveMrab4 d»rec6e«; West 


AQUARIVI (21 January—20 
februiry) This is not a gnod 
week for romance—a fove 
afisit could come to an 
abrupt end Bui financially, 
ihii s an excellent wsek An old Iriond wiH 
prove helpful A valuable new acQuamiance 
comd begm tivs week Your healih will not 
pose problems Children wiN bring |cy A 
shod joumey foretold. 

Good Mea; 2i. 23 and 24 
Lucky iMitHbefr. 3. 4 and 7 
FtveeriM dlresGan: Souih weai 


CMCER (21 Jiaa-26 Jily) 

Good foilune awaits you 
IhiS week. Take risks it you 
have to, for they will pay off 
Those in service might gei 
a promoiion. But they should noi gel 
carried away ap>d become extravagant N* 
cauae of iheir good fortune This is a good 
week for lovers lo make malfimonial plans. 
You must exercise tael ai home, as weu as 
pay more atlenlion lofamify members. 
GeN diiea: 20. 22 and 24 
LMfey numbers: 6. F and 8 
FevBwable dIrecifiNi: West 


SCORhO (21 QcMer—26 
NeVHiMYou are bkefy to 
laA n the week: lake pfe* 
csuhQAS egatnsi the 
change of efemate. But go 
ahead end lake fmanoal risks because kick 
wiB be on your Side m money mailers Be 
AextMe and persuasive both at work and at 
home. A little paberice hi desing with 
elders w« rtot go mvewarded. Try lo avoid 
controversies at SK costs 
Good Mtf: 20. 23 end 26 
Leaky Mrmberi: 3. 6 and 9 
rt vsu/NIa dlmcBse: South 


PfbCEl (21 Fsbreiry—20 
Mamk) There will be re* 
matkaMe progress on all 
tronie. You will get a loi of 
praise srtd respect Irom 
your seniors You should be bold to ask lor 
necessary heO bom mfiuenbal people. 
Even If you have been iH. your health will 
cause no probiema ihis week Sportsmen 
will find themselves among the prizes; 
children, m pemcular. will be very lucky 

(M Mr 20. 26 ar>d 26 
Lecky mben: i, 2 and 8 
PevMWe flrscbDii: North 


Ittf PirlRGrt: (NmkiUlH 


The impulsive Leo women and the flighty Gemini man wil get alona hka a houea on hrs. However, for once, the Uo women must 

curb her tendency todomMaie for ihe Gemini man wM not remain doc4e. 



ODDS AND TRENDS 


17a/in reverse 

The hirst Empire niay be 

. disiAiit histdiy. biu racial dis- 
criminHiiun ftnim>thinK tliat 
ihe Kriti«b <ire still far fruri) 
0vinK up. h has cert Hinly had 
' ils lalkiut in receni tintes tm 
• the mcfcctmK world ' a sport 
I that IS n contritMiHHi of thw* 

I Fntpirc. Most recently. India 
I look the extreme step of 

I rehisiii{.'vt^sioKnjEliAh 

crickelors with South AhK an 
hnVs. thus put imp puid to the 
MCC s mier tour of India 



On aiiothei troiu. a wdl- 
known club in Nagpur hiK 
done tts bit to ffve back as 
potKl as It Kt>t in the days of 
the Kaj. This dub does not 
admit Fnidi^nien and. of 
course, dogs. When the 
MCC team last toured India, 
and played a match in Nag* 
pur. the cricketers were 
«llowed to enter *he club only 
iher they secured special 
permission from the 
secretary. 

It seems that some de* 
cades ago, when an Indian 
became the secretary of the 
club for the firs^ time, one of 
the things he did was to 
change ihe club's consthu* 
lion to bar Englishmen and 
I their dogs from the premis* 
e$. That's what is meant by 
paying them back in their 
own coin! 

Abitomakes 

imn 

‘n 

vog bites man* doesn't 
make much of i headline. But 
>vben a dig bites a VIP, it a 
enough not only to make 


Iwadhnes but abo send an 
ap.ithef N* ctvu' bnd>* uiln ben- 
lied act niiy, Resuh: a mas¬ 
sive e>‘Kiion drive against 
stray dogs. 

It aS began recently wlwn 
Nirupam 5^ the relred 
director general of 
pnlH e. wa» btlti’O by a dog 
whik* fin Ins early morning 
a 1 the CakiitU Crwhet 
and Kootball Club. WMi> 

Sum Huhervd sencus 
wounds, V.P. Singh, the 
dog's master, was promptly 
arrested. 

I'hai was not al IV civtc 
budv. embarrassed by the 
uK'ideni, suddenly woke up 
to the fail Hut Ulcutli's 
streets were icemmg wuh 
stray dogs. A number uf 
evuiHin dnves have snee 
been launched to nd the oty 
ofitscareneiresiures. Whde 
a few thousand dogs have 
been picked up by the dog 
squad, hardy solvii^ the 
problem, une question re¬ 
mains unanswered; du VIPs 
have to be bitten for the 
Calcutta Corpuratinn i o lake 
stuck of this noi-so-siray 
menace? 


Calling lifdia 

tnda IMgfst is his magnifi¬ 
cent obcMsaoa He is Hfacfdo 
D'Souu. a dipkenat with a 


Indian f ligh CoivnissMi m 
Hcmg Kong. bt-namMy 
edif^ by D'Souu is a 
melangi uf condensed arti¬ 
cles aReady pubkshed in the 
Indian press and present s a 
“potHive face* of (he subcfxi* 
(ineni. llie magume. circu* 
bled in 40 countries. K. 
however, not the author's 
maidefi venture. 

in the Seventies. lySouxa 
had begun a newsletter m 
l^anama. ai^ then, in New 
York, it was Ifanhm. a fea* 
lures maguine which 
crashed when us author 
mnved on to his next assign¬ 
ment. Wdhm sa months of 
his posting m Kohg K<ing 
came fndit /Aeesf and now, 
nme issues krter. it is grow 
mg frun strength to strength 
and shading from continmi 
loconunent. 


TheUonsmove 

Some of the Asiatic lions 
are moving house ^ or 
rather thetr habital. *f>c 
Sasan Ciw Forest in Junagadb 
6strKt of Guprat is the only 
abode of the Asiatic kon. but 
I toon the Kmgle king wiU be 
I teen loftemig n nabonai 
parks and wikttfe tanctusnes 
m other Mates. 

The authontiet htve 
decided to despatch bans. 


flair for journalism n the 


THIS INDIA 


• COCHdf: An «d>(b(>ondpltninptMteuk»iarMiM 
inaopurtiad htiw tdm fm cM guM pgWig a tortat. 
throte ont of iht painMQt. Ihrtwat, howwier, no %oil 
problem ikiee (he perqon iMio maupuraied tt>e cdtMlon 
wte none other M the hwoector qenerM of 
poftci The Htndu C hen d c eWiai i n. Udyof me ndth 
a BAAfiiLLV; A man who pot imnerved when m «dfe 
MM in RR wHh the peiee jWmlnq tw he M 
denvnded dowry, oomnutied eUcMe. Adoerdkifl to (he 

want to toe poloe tMen tap vto eeurgiiini Ms her 
huebwto had been neraWd her tor dowry. The huto9M 
eM but Med to eemM toe pdllBpt Me toneoenee. Mto 


New Oetof? 
eTt/TICCMN:^ 




bonetses as well as cubs to 
different parts of the country 
where life would be far luip 
pier for them. 

With the decision to send a 
few bnn families to other 
Indian eanctuaries. lounsts 
end wildlife lovers. especiaOy 
foreigners, will not have to 
(ravel al (he way tojuntgsdh 
to see the king uf (he jungle. 


Bh^;wan^s joke 

It appears that Khagwan 
Kajneesh has a penchant for 
cracking jokes about interna¬ 
tional celebniies dunng his 
evening discourses. Aridhii 
proud disdplf a<have been 
fkKiding ne wspapers with 
press Tdeases these 
jokes. Here is a sample oft 
Kajneesh joke delivered on 1 
November 

Konald Kcaganand 





George Hush go hiking 
together in (he Montana 
mountains. They have been 
walking aM day ^scussing the ,t' 
forthcoming presidential 
election, and Ronald haa 
been giving George lots of 
advice on to wear rrake- 
up and look good on TV. 

Suddenly, they look up and 
see a huge gritaly bear com¬ 
ing over the hfii tcpwards 
them. Immediately. Bush 
reaches into his pack and 
puSs out A pair of running 
shoes. He then starts uidng 
off Ms Mtang boots and put¬ 
ting on the sneakers. 

"Key," saya Ronald, ner¬ 
vously. "You don't thank you 
can outrun that gristly bear, 
do your 

"1 don't have to,''lays 
Bush, with a grin. '1 just 
hive lo outrun you!'" 


•WAY 
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The newspaper that out in ten minutes. 

This jouri’ial rrurrots (he absorbing debate and 
diKussion associated with openness (Glasnost) 
in human, social relations and re structuring cl 
Soviet society (Perestroika). 

The reforms and changes which the Soviet 
Onion IS experiencing today are of paramount 
global ir>terest. 

To keep abreast of ciarerM trends, events acKl 
developmenU m the USSR, reading hVwcow 
hews is an absolute necessity. For subscribers, 
it is airmailed. 

Orte year: Rs. 23.00 
Three years: Rs. 45.00 
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MUORARAKShASA 


Another 

postponement 


D espite the Prime Minis¬ 
ter having said that the 
Tamil Nadu p^s wO be held 
in January as scheduled, 
there are (ndkatioea that 
they will be postponed. 
Rumours in Ma^s nave it 
that the high command is not 
convinced that the state unit 
of the party will be abl; to 
translate the massive recep* 
tiofl that Rajiv has been 
accorded in the state into 
votes. Party bosses are con* 
lidenng h^ing the pulls 
along with the general elec¬ 
tion next year. It ia likely tiMt 
the polls will be deferred on 
the pretext that the Electx^ 
Commiasion needs more 
time to revise the electoral 
r^a. now that the law reduc¬ 
ing the voting age to ] 8 has 
bMome effective. 

Already, President's Rule 
has been extended once in 
the state. Governor P.C. 
Alexander argued in bvour 
^ its continuance on the 
grounds that the cbmate was 
not conducive for elections. 
The strike by government 
staff and the agiution of the 
Vanmars. a casteist organisa 
tion, were advanced as the 
reasons. U is not clear how 
^ government can extend it 
again as the Constitucion re¬ 
quires that elections be held 
before one year tj( Presi- 
dent’s Rule is over. 



O rissa chief minister J.B. 

Patnalk has crossed 
swMds with the Union minis¬ 
ter of state for cocnmunca- 
tions, Giridhar Gomango. 
The dispute is over the site 
for the fourth telecom- 
rreuiatiocis traming centre, 
which sintt come up in &hu- 
btoeawar. White Patnafli 
seems to have other uses d 


mmd for the seven-acre plot 
alkxted for the centre 14 
>*ean> ago. Giunango wants 
to go ahead immediately, lest 
the Ks l.d^cTure project be 
dverted to some other stale. 

Oomai^ a Ifibal leader 
from Orissa, lost the first 
round tu Pamaic. when the 
claef minister failed to turn 
up at the foundation sione- 
bying funcUon wi 6 Novem¬ 
ber. ihiHijd) mviutMi cards 
stating that Patnaik had 
"kindly cociernted tu pres¬ 
ide’' over the ceremony had 
ahead)* been sent out. A 
helplesa fkmiangn. vrho was 
supposed lu lay the fowida- 
tkin Atone, kviked on as red- 
faced ofhciaU told waiting 
newsmen and ixher invhees 
that the programme had 
been cxBed off. 

Apparently. Ahortl> before 
(he function. PatnaA had cal¬ 
led Gomango at his residence 
tu ask hen to shift (hi prujeci 
to some other site. 71)e Vani 
Vihar plot, which was recent¬ 
ly the venue for a gr.vem- 
ment-sponsored ktssn niy. 
is also beuig used as a meet¬ 
ing ground by fciBowers of 
godman Thakur Anukul 
Chandra. Palnadi's unwilling* 




OMwt: at i^oo of fimea 

ness to part with the plot 
stems fnxn Ns desire tu 
please Onssa PCCdl presi¬ 
dent. K.C. Lenka, and maus- 
ter W urban devefopmeffl, 
Katakrushna Jena. wN) are 
devout foOowerx of Anukul 
Chandra. 


The party is 
over 

P arties cost money, espe- 
lisBy new political par¬ 
ties. Fikn star and former 
Congressman Sivaji Ganesan 
is dikt>vehng this the hard 
way. Ganesan, who formed 
(he Tamiahaga Munnetra 
Munnaiu <TMM) after quil¬ 
ts the Congress in a huff, 
now Ms that Ns party is 
broke 

For a while things kxked 


aB right. Ganesan received a 
hefty donatnn from MGK’s 
w^wjanaki Ramachandran. 
In a sense, this was a return 
gesture, for the aging ihes- 
pian had quit the Congress to 
launch Ns own party mainly 
because he fel( that it had 
"backsiabbed my gcKid friend 
Janakiamma". Ilwn. he had 
suppufled her govern¬ 
ment during the 23 days i1 
ruled before being dismis¬ 
sed. 

(Ganesan has now taken to 
setbrg pieces of prime farm 
land that he owns in Than- 
jjvur district. Hut he clearly 
can't keep his party going for 
ever by making distress 
sales. If he doesn't come up 
with Ideas in generate 
money soon, he might soon 
discover that the pany is 
over. 

Rough wMther 

S Nixjwner Captain Hur- 
charnn Sinj^ Maini is 
finding it hard sailing, lie has 
earned (he dubxws distinc¬ 
tion of becoming the first 
Indian sltipowner tu be pro¬ 
secuted hr negtigenev under 
Section 304 of tlie Indian 
Penal Code. Main owned 
(WO sNps- the Nitya Kairi 
and Nitya Nanak—both of 
which disappeared without a 
trace in the Bay of Bengal in 
June 19fl5. Wtih them. 45 
crew went missii^, causing 
an uproar in Parli^eni and 
throughout the country, A 
draft co m p lain t recommend¬ 
ing prosecution has been 
sent to the ministry of sur- 
foce transport. 

The d^sion follows an 
inquiry which found "prima 
faoe evidence of gross negli¬ 
gence" and is intended to 
curb the practice of shipown¬ 
ers plying vessels that are 
unfit for sailmg. However, 
shipping circles have it that 
the authorities have woken 
up to the realty only because 
a nephew of Lok Sabha 
Speaker Balram Jakhar was 
among the crew.a 




DELHI DIARY 


DC. WZMIUDOIN 



Three birds with 
one allegation 


W hm V.P So# laun 
rhed his hroMdsidt* 
ugHtusi Kijiv (HI Kufdih and 
Swisft bank aci’riunis, he had 
a tarsi't iii mind as 

well Thv Na^ leaked to 
tivek'tic'd jourrudiKts thal as 
hnanee mintster. he had 
<vt\\e atToss details <>( H.N 
Bahuguna's secret Swiss 
bank Kcount. 

When (his appearid in the 



RM Miu0im; Mm MMi 
•oeounl? 

press, a peeved Bahugima 
wioie to Singh demaj^g 
that he den^ ^ report. At 
this, (be Kaja turned coy and 
slopped taking Bahuguna’s 
phone calls, obviously de* 
lighted that he had been able 
to smear an old enemy 
MeanwhJe, Subramanam 
Swaiiiy jumped into (he iray. 
He put It aboul (hat hed 
heard that as finance minis* 
Ut. V.]^ Su)gh had found 
evidence u( K.K. Kegde's 
bank account. So. said 
Swamy. how about a dear 
statement ui everybody’s 
Swiss accounts’ 

By now. it was al getting 
loo mud) for the poor R^ja oT 

Manda. espedafly as the only 
evidence he had vms a recy* 
cled Hindu document per¬ 
taining to Svenaka's account. 
So. he hastily dropped the 
hot potato of bank Kcounis 
and went back to (iHung 
about Bofors. 



the 


Kom Cli«»r«. (IntM) »• Smut wWM 


Bye, bye Romi 


A I those who say lhat 
R^v Gandli «imensi* 
tive to pubbe opinion when it 
conies to his friends hive 
to think again. Last week, 
the P r ime Minister moved 
swiftly to boot his old l)oon 
School buddy, the balding, 
bearded. Rajneeslwlookakke. 
Ronu Chopra, off the Nehru 
Centenary ConviMlee. 

Chopra's daef contrftuticn 
to perpetuatmg the memory 
0 ^ Pandk Nehru had been the 
decision to priit an extreme¬ 
ly expensive diary, wtkh 
public sector orgmsabons 
were then forced lo buy. 
<5ee SifMiAY 30 Octobers 
November for a AJer ex* 
pose.) 

After some pubbe errtk* 
isTT^such as the Sunimt 
article>~Ra)iv’ moved to re> 
constitute ^ comniltec nd 
threw Chopra out 

Presumably, after this 
public humthalion. Chopra 
wd cease lo harangue jam- 
laksts at CDcId^ parties n 


eW: lereM out »r pubM epw Wn 

the name of the l*nme Mims* 
ler and will stop singing 
misev of Uh* llefaniatHHi 


sr- 


Aunty vs Mrs 
Dixft 


A battle is brewing in the 
Prvne Minister’s oflice 
between Sheila Dixit. R^v's 
irsnister o( state, and Serb 
'Aunty' Crowd his secret- 
ary. Hn Dbdt is more Uie a 
sophisticated dvil servant 


than a minisler. preferring to 
use chant and persuasive¬ 
ness to get things done. 
Aunty, on the other hand, 
has sterhng qualities lhat 
Patton would have been 
proud uf and would not 
dream of doing such undigni¬ 
fied thmgs as cracking a 
smik. 

So far. because of Aunty's 
hrdts with Cabinet secretary 
B.Ci. Deshmukh. she has 
always won the day; earning 
her extension, pushing out 
Copi Arora and cutting Mam 
Sliankar Aiyar down to sise. 

Hut. say veteran PMO- 
watchers, she has met her 
match in the eificwnt Mrs 
Oixit who. unlike the 
blundeniig Arora and Aiyar. 
IS much too astute to let her 
feelings show. At (be mo¬ 
ment she smiles pleasantly 
at Aunty (who manages the 
odd grimace in reply) and 
seems ^lenniAed to sit this 
one mil FM 





SheHaDMtMiefid 
Me Omni: 
ebellle brewing 
MthePWO 













4 


t 


i % 






v \ 










CIGAm HI .SMI'MMi; IS l!\I.HIi;i(l|I.S III ‘IIAITH 










EXCLUSIVE: THE INSIDE STORY OF THE FALL OF THE ARUNS 
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WHAT 

NEXT? 




'*x 


Benazir wins. But 
just. Will the Army 
let her rule and for 
how long? 
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l\wasimDn0ssed 


when w doctor said 
KapnHairVitalto 
really stops hair loss. 


Butlwas convinced 
whenlusedit." 


doctor told me Keo-Karpta Hair 
Vitilizer* is a unique scientific formula based 
on extensive research. He also tdd me it 
provides all the essential proteins, co-enzymes 
and vitamins for strengthening hair roots. 

All 1 know isth» it has certainly stopped my 
hair from falling and checked dandrun/' 

Hm't lb accfpt from the ceseudi ttpot t 

aod gm good 

raulo irtth complete dlmppearaoce of oodrflff 
is all CMS and oeautf cent per cent Aoppace of 
fall <tflialr..^,nccem rate with Kco-&ttWHalf 
Vbaliaer may be need to be cent per ceo^ 

Indian Medical Cazetce 118,223 (1964) 

The Ipfov^ scientific way 
to prevent hair loss. 



Dcy*i MedIcaL Care yov can truM. 
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COVER STO 

WHATN 

IWnuzir Hhutli* i>« the Viinner m 
Ihikisian’s elmlRMi Kulher 
victory stin>s »hiHl of jii Hlntoluir 
nujontv. Will (hc*arm> )ti her 
rule.' A re|M>ii front l'<ikiHi.iit. 
Hus. Mnexliiict triKii iVeiuizii 
hhuTlo s neWHU(obM)k:r;Aphy. 
thuffhw «/ fhi* Kifst 
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K»i (KXi Abdullah faceA massive 
iiiUTtv)! strife in Kashmir but 
iittnhutes It lu the madwtUtuAs of 
lhikiKl»m airents 


NEWSBEAT36 

A STATE OF TERROR 

'[\te tefrotisin of tl>e NSCN ffi 
Mampiir iTvts very little natmrtal 
publiciiv because uf the stale’s far* 
eastern ImalKm. An on-the-spot 
account. 


SPECIAL REPORT 44 

THE FALL OP THE ARVNS 

I Thry were Kajiv GarHBii's most 

I trusted iidvisers. But m the 
\ autumn of 1986. he fired Arun 
Nehru, And si the summer of 
1987. Anin Smith reiugned. What 
went wronft? A detailed, 
exhaustive leconstrucuon of the 
split based on tlw kcouks uf 
nearly aQ the pmdpaJ pliyen. 
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FOCUS 40 

A DEATH IN THE FAMILY 

1>evi Lai's i?randdauiihter*in*tawis 
killed by bullets (r^m n irun wha h 
“w tidentaQy nwUred". Hot did it 
misfire thne r? And wan the 
ptkst •inon em a Cai'cr ? 


NEWS&4 

HowV.R Simihbutcheclthe 
Oppitsilim's dunces (»f sc'nrin^ h 
parliaineniar> break thrnuph on 
Kniors; whylhv Con^rssll) in 
Andhm fYadesh is upset about F. 
bhjv Shartkar 'v son and mon* un 
cricket sekAiocH and 
sinktns ovil tervants 


BUSINESS 60 

Hie wamnx Modis finally chniw to 
a kind of setllemenl; do ihines 
really go better in Indni with 
Coke: is Hark: cNratinK by calling 
PnKiti a fresh fnat dnnic and the 
Ktray of coffer pnees. 
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Naseerttddin Shah is one of 
Bombay’s most talented and 
versatile actors. But are his 
talents being effectively utilised? 
A profile. 
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LETTERS 



Dynastic ways 

T ill < i>vvf HUtfy jfivrs.m 

iii.si>;ht ii>lr»tlK' s 
pt'diibu mMKis4*i <7V 
.V*‘AnK li 12 NowimUt), 
MJ. Akl);ir I In* < 

iiorijN f);MNlrnNL*UuvHn< 
tminal miru'sis am! (hi' C(M^* 
KTvssHl a'< IIh* (Milv p<ii 1 y 

wliK h lari K«>vi'i ti tlH» ivVlam. 

K\)t i( iKiriv whuhhiis sub* 
vi ruUall ratK ixiriDs. 

iuiim*<liisclf iifriT HP indi 
vidua!. Indir.i, \slu«vdiiid 
uunuUrr** jn* Inn-U ,intl |\r«^J 
inllu* OHin oldsSuUyiiin 


(ndira QandtiU dklalortal 

ikhi. IS .iiwnlui. m*n if its 
Suliaiiis Akhar'slnentl 
TIh';<u(1)u:. mhishwi^- 
r.iphii ill wurk un Nclii'u. si i** 
ll.i'ovvnhrow nflhi'kmii 
iiuiuist i^uviunim'nt m Kcr;ib 
HI Ui5H as an mslancv <»fMrs 
(uiiidlii's ort’.imsntKHul abil* 
tty arv! t’tinvi'im'nlly Kkvsst's 
over ihi' vl^tikinii <* whkli 
eUeciiclIbat a ra»!h;i}i( ul 
I'oiiHiiuiMhnirrrsIs whi» 
liH>k (otiu* stiiTts. Akhar 
'ia « hIm (avc iKk d I lu' • i h »w 
npou «(<( ivt iUtl llie C IA had 
hiiulrdthis v(ui|)i>ta d^^PKi* 
crativally ek^ti'd Kuwni* 
rnvtil. Akliiir is to per* 


ctive things as he wants tri. 
but sine he has chusen ti» 
write abiiirt mattiTsofiuA' 
ti'fnporary history, li*t the 
tails hr slraij^i fur the re 
I'lird 

Anm Stidrwmsni^, ftMiifc 

• Lord Muunrbaiivn was of 
the opinurfi that if Muslni 
pruvmtvs were separated, 
the retsi uf Indui luiild have a 
C’unsiitulKjn with a strung 
Centre. What l^ahislan vtviuU 
t ake in ijuanlit > would he 
iimpensated by the siilidar* 
ny and unity it would five In 
I hi' re«t of the suhi'i>ntinefll. 

The guestiun that Nehru 
and other leaders fared was 
not whidher Partition should 
lake pUre. hrrause PanNwin 
had become nicvilahle. It 
vras the "compuliunn of 
events" wtnch offered a way 
iiul uf the deadhM'k. 1V» 
blami* Nehnj for the I’arti* 
lion, therefore, would be 
foHy. 

Oa«pe SMia. CataeteWeM 



iHof!K*al asyibs <irc civen on 
IIk* kisis (4 lonipetetu'e, 
imswilivi* <t| the i asle. 
rat I’ or ilass <4 the* ^ppkanl. 
Ilk* Uk of ri'^vt lor the 
iialMHul Lin^Ke as-wcH as 
for IfvIrpendeiK’v J)fiv sliculd 
indeed he abtiorrid. 
SyoyWifurPirfti. Pwvapvr 


■ 1*he cover simy e>'ade8 
(be issue of pnunty uf values 
in case of a I'onfKi between 
seculansm and a corruptioA* 
free administratioA. Sub* 
ramaiiiam Swamy. on Iw 
pan iSetw: mvrbaodiAe 

man), is bent on fuvknK fault 
with Nehru by saying lliat 
Hindu nationl^id was sabot* 
aged by his bias towards 
Anglo-Saxons afiet Intle* 
peiKk’nce. 1lie truth is that 
there was no Hindu stale 
be fine Indepi'iKk^ch'e—only 
Hmdu and Musbin siatiN 
fi^tmg against each other. 
Ilie concept of natHKihood 
and seculansm came via Che 
KngUsh language to which 
our natKmhsts were ex* 
posed 

V. Omyuhk MaaMapafnam 
rAaJPf a ^ r adaa h l 


GoWen run 

R ektu indeed deserved to 
bi' on the Cover of your 
magazine (The grear sum* 
vnr. IglOclober—SNiiveni* 
bi ri. She b the only actress 
who has fought (he ravages 
of time to emerge the* win* 
ner. It is her persevenmee 
wtuch has catapulted her to 
the heif^ts of success. What 
your article faded to mentxA 
>5 the (act that H was the him 
Af tphe iftSiMf C'hahf.ve which 
proved her ahdities as a 
heruine and established her 
as an act rvss to be r eckoned 
with- 

KafPfcua—tBalwra. Keangwr 


durance «»reign supreme for 
many more years to come. 
{joo6 luck to her 


V It isevxienl from your 
story (hat Rekha has indeed 
worked hard to reach the tup 
of the ladder of success. In 
her long film career, she has 
proved that dedi^'ation c:an 
turn a heroine into a brilliant 
aciress. 


Illogical demand 

T Ik' neWN nboin ihi* hiiack 
<4 iht* lbng.ilort‘ «tniRxi 
of All liidki KudHi w;is>Ikh k* 
mg i Alt\ /ip.K'A*. 1 *>» • ;'2 
oi lohiri- nil* pngfsi of iIh* 
iHiivMx against tht' Ixt thil 
rHin*K«inn^g;ishatv n 
ciived employment M'oms 


rOrfMat 

• Kt'klia has uideed been 
kicky. It IS kgk more than 
talent and oppfgtunity whK h 
hasiakenhn oniheroadiu 
success. I sauvriHy hope 
that the Almighty gives this 
a(ires.s i he strength and en * 




Not fto malicious 

V name hiiK been mali* 
ci(>U!«ly dragged in dm 
report {Smih' t)tk> frtm a 
Conffrvsa Mate, o **12 
November I. What has bt'Cn 
written about me is based on 
surmises nf thi* correspor* 
dent whn. like some local 
ioumalisU. has conc<Kted a 
false story or has perhaps 
htirrowed the informal inn 
from his fellow journalists in 
Patna. It is surprising that he 
could believe that the cun* 
fidential file containing the 
vigdance report againnl me 
was sent to me following the 
chief minister's order accord¬ 
ing to secreianat procedure, 
and dial 1 sat over it till I 


R*W» P*' 














retired, atwJthe Rov^mmem 
did not look for the Tile m the 
meantime. 

D.W. Ihm. tPf i medinct9t9f 
4 fHewMw*, 


Tirfhankar Chonh ft- 
piifH: CiHUniversy rx** 

(hiriR iicw (or Ucep Namvan 
Kam. Till ;k I Si pi ember. 

the day he “relirid 
Rrai efullv' -'he had been m 
the thick of It. I meiuioned 
th<‘ IkN, Kamcasr lohiRh* 
liRht the poMlHMi ut iW slate 
mikI Its burcauiTacy. 

I would like tti dr«>w 
his attention loa few facts. 
D'ivs he remember tiK’ 
Uiuklet hvSaryii Kai. tlx* 

ol the IWiar Kheli- 
har M'iik h. ctiink'd Hifur 
kvv kn<hi pnhftiywo ijtity 
knsh/iifrrfe-shak, tfrlKK 
Hum kvs fihur f)hi>it^Ui,-har h 
bhunukii' 1 his litk* is se^l 
cxpUiitaioi>. KaseJiintlH* 
chijrRf**^ (Hitijj slic'd lit I he 
Usiklet, CiHiRiessMU^ 
Ssttsclvmdrii jha b: iHiRlit n 
ciill HtienlK'n notke to whK*h 
adozeiKidd Ml.^spui thiir 
siRTMlures. 

1'c) make a lonR aiory 
, ahori. I would like t<i|xniil 
. out to Mr Ham that tiH* 
state’s aRTi^ulture mimstei* 
SKk^lu'Awar IVasad^Hccepted 
thal Mr Kuni w.isRudly, To 
top It hU. thi* HiRit Court, in a 
showiHUse notKv tolhi* 
liOiar Rovcninx nt, detnuii 
ded :in expluruitioiwm whv no 
action had been taken ajr<iinsi 
M' Ram. 




Power hungry 


T h<' re|Kirt(4partj'« 
bt/in. 3U October- 5 


I b(Mn. SO October- 5 
Niiveinber) exposes the 
ways of the new party whkh 
is kkr a cnileclion of rotten 
e^Ks >n (KH‘ bosket. A man 
like V. 1*. Sini^ who odcv 
declared that he wcHild not 
accept any politkral potion, 
isinm despe<alcfy IryinR. as 
president of tlic Janata Dal, 
to unite the «ild horses of 
the C>pposi6on parties who 
are always puUnR aKSio'^t 
each oilier. He has shown 
himself to be nothing but 
another pcwer*hunary pohii- 
clan. K.P. Unnikrishrun was 




V P $lA9h: douM tUeawPS 


w)he ennuRh to keep away. 
Ukethr 1977 Janata expen- 
mem, the I )al IS aho cm the 
wav to a sandfir failure. 


M.A. Auu*. SMeraM 




Views on a ban 


( had aiwayN aqixidm'd 
Khushwam SvnRhtobe 


I Khushwam Smiih to be a 
persfm with an open nvnd. 

So ii canx* as a surprise to 
read that be lh<iuRhi the 
book. TTie.S^anK' Verses, 
contaim*d lethal material I For 
bet (Cl or nrsc. 2—b Octo¬ 
ber). A novel caimA cause 
nots. Mr SuirIi. people can 
Ar>J the feadam of the Mus- 
(dim to the bcKik also (*xposes 
t)ic oppressive nature u( 
hlam. It’s sad how Indu has 
treated perhaps us best wri¬ 
ter ever, ’fhe ban has aho 
exposed Indsandemtxralic 
iraditkKis to be somewhat of 
a sham. 


tetfCMfman. toWifla 

fniaNftrf) 


S e c ond chanc# 


i cannot agree with the 
views of the oiluRuusI 


I views of the oiluRuusI 
the kne. 6 — 12 November). 
His contentHm that one 
ahnuld nut do ''anything fiT a 
vote** 18 not absokilely true. 

A pobtician may haNe com* 
mtted a crwie once, but that 
is nu reason to bebew that 
he wiB not respond to his 
conscicni e later and make 
amends. After aD. Hatnakar 
who was once a notorious 
pmte. later became tlx* samt 
VjAraki who wr4ite the 
Hatiayam. The oM-tiniers of 
the Corvress. Utewixe. who 
have been reinstated may 
prove to be a boon to the 
party. 

t i m f H mnwe M e 9k«rt e 9. 
¥wwmmt rMtor 


H. Thamareie. 
rramfSe) 


Why exceptions? 


T he incident has indeed 
been blown imi of oroc 


I been blown iHii of prop¬ 
ortion <4/f and sok*. 6—12 
November). Whatever the 
press may have to say in 
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Addraes yuur onaern: 

Tbf CliMSia Mwifer (U| 
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Please eaw your demand drevchaoua m favour of 
Ananda Bazar PMta Ud. CaiMita 


M.F. Husain’s favour, loc 
thing cannot be ignored: ev¬ 
ery club has its own laws and 
rcguUlKins and is thus within 
its ri^ts tu see that they are 
enforced. Husw shouM 
have abided by t be rules i if 
the club. 

We talk erf the need io 
have siFKt discipimt* in our 
educational institutions. 
Wearins a schiNil uniform is 
an integral part of discipline. 
Dressing up according to 
club regulations is a pan of 
discipline tw. When a club 
tries to enforce its rules, we 
braruJ It as being Hiiti-lnduiii. 

Husain, no doubt, is a 
great artist. But dues he 


• ll IS strange that a HMimal* 
M of Kuldip Nayar's standing 
lias conveniently avwded cn* 
tmsmgV.P. Sirtgh's ways. 
And what is wrong in read* 
mtling former Congressmen 
Uci A. K. Aiitulay if they have 
maik* amends kw their past 
acfionx^ 
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M.P. Husain, wrong-toeiad 


lave to be an exception to 
Ibc nik*? 'Hk’ fart thal his 
pamtmgs are exhibited aking- 
with those of I’icusso's 
doesn't makt* him very diffe¬ 
rent from an urdmarv Indian. 
MWm MMAsr^. GaAurM 
(WeetB9t^f 

• Ihe article was in bad 
t asl e. 1 1 seem s to <>pe?]1 v ' 
support the stance tliai Wil- i 
tangdiHi Club was wr<ing in | 
asking M.F. Husain to leave 
it^ premises. E^wry chib has 
its own rules and regulations 
and is well within its rights lo 
ensure thal (hscipime ts l'ii- 
forced. Husain is an intenu- 
tional figure and is probably 
aware of thi* saying. 'Re¬ 
spect beg«*ts respect’. 

$. Mtittekt, Olbn/gertt tAaswn) 
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M.J.AKBAR 


Benazir! Benazir! 


S iH iitrludi, (hi*'» iunIIh*miIv 

III Im I I.Hr i«hhIh 4 ilr nvifn*' <i1 ^ 
h u«*> IhT {ir»i pfcS'i 
.illri ()u «VilHMIs. IhII HM' V<Hlh' 
ill Mr m hrr Vi»i«r s\.i\ iMit ;i dHtt* |■>sl•SUCiVSH 
|i|h ti»iiirnHii .Ih Imh ItrrTi iMinllmK iHc* w-iirM 
\Mift iir^ a|if<»Mi]i ami api •tv'^utaiKv wlxiU »r> "fk* 
VI .|H'i|r4! IM llh* X»\v.n rVi. t>v«T Mikv »hv 
tr(iiriH‘4l l>i Ir'I UHilKrN In |iHk up ilk* k!RUrUM 
llriMSMilu wlKiUnl.iv.isMmiU'vlIri fullH'i 

hv iIh’ «>vrImui ami Iwislirn! iht* km. 

^ru im'kK in iH'tmiU " <nu li.ivi M-vn an iniM h 
t1avrll^ .I' h<'n.i/|i lt,i> ill ix i kfr, Kvvn IImim* 
wlin kiiMu hr I wri] |K.ilup^ i;iriii»rt <|tirtr Kuaitr 

liirit hriu i>iiM 11 iKTf.itlH'i im*:ml lohri. )uM huw 
iiiUi li 4 h' iril lhiuii><|i Ih*^ Iii;iI aild (k*alh, 
lust iKm ilr« .iml sluHrtiiik! rhi* piirf was. ^iikJ 
]iist him imlrlihk' vvu« ihr' s« ,ir<«\hi>r phyvIh*. U 
urrilril ilx i xirriiirsul imirM|i!(* aivl iialunly Ui 
Inr niii thr loiii; tuiMU W’iiIhhM l•lMllk! ht'f Sense 

Ml tkil.iiiir, .'iikI sIr h.is stiMvvn iIm( sIk* hiis 

liihinilr'l iIh uiMtltr ol lr;ul<Tslnp. h was 1X4 
\HtMi\ wIihIi w:is tiriui/i/s liiw si IxAir. hut Ihe 

wait 

Thr "i|T* rii hist IIIV ;\rv iiu|Kissil)k* h>ai»swe]. 
\S\niM hriu/H IfciYrinnv U)|"iwerd Ihiil hiitWy 
M\ri lalril taml oven • rule d Ixuaus* Ih* ii»n(UK*d 
\>> IuiIh* Ihr nirilia wulh ill fir) (l»;niu m expeu* 

siYr Lilis. iifMl Mill n Ixilhi <UialMC Miih.insiK'd 
/i.] Ill Ihu] had livril' Tlx* it»iYriUKnui answer 
wiKilit Ik I hi* /hi. a 9 was his wimi. wouk! luve 
Inh'H ;ihir tn dn what Hh suiTess«ii^ u1Ufii|ited 
hut luih il. uhi«h is. r\n tlv rkvIxMi Ynni|)k*(i'ly 
dll' siiitr ^sors mils a iMrliiil rii09nu> 

ishu'h driiird Ik u.i/ii clir sm^fe IkitIv iivix>rilv 
sviurh vsnuMra ais have hirii Ihts), Ikil al h'SSl 
I liriiils Mirvr I hat not rsiii ,ifl ihr w)li*s«4 '/.a 
umild hasr '>tnp|K’<! Hriui/ir this link*. Jir lud 
liLisril tKJi .1 hmu l^^mt thirupli Hutt. ImiI Ihi* hluK 
Kui hriii talN*tl. It has Ih>iii iiiv i>nYileKi‘ to 
wauh. ,is mu'ii as |}k- Kim nisitv ol l^AisianT 
MS.I haiidlrrs would allow. iIk* stomi 

Hml ilx ri' was litlk> douhr ni luv mind Ihiit ihrs 
III hr toil ml hoi t'Vrh llu' ariiiv tiMikl Ivive ck>m’ 
aiistliii)>t alxnit iln< sionn. WIkhi Heru^ir dnnv 
in hri K'ep i'\'*n ihroiiidi vanimuiKmis. (Ik* 
imlinarv sc)klK*ts w*<»uld aim** ruunins <4i1 and 
fnavl iluai Midrrs: Tmi that iiuipc iiioment Ihev 
hiuMiiir iiist I'kkKianis. ratlirr ih:in Hakishuu 
sokiiMiH. uikI KHtwHl I hi* ity liiMt shook (he 
ii<irinT<; lhaui/ir! Ihaiaxirl AR of I'akislaii's fnis* 

I tat ion u( hrinit lirim^d th:i( hasn. ek^mmilal 
nvlil ll<«’ Mjthi to (h imHTmy. was einhodied m 
ilia I ill. ull Ihr <fr«*i>lv ttitrseil uniJfTai Iht* dvMh 
rf /itllM|.ii All Itludtii knux! expression m Ihe 
to III ok aimiudhisil'iii^lUrr, And l(cna^9cn( r>o 
iHdK'i si>&arl lo the world iImI sIk* was riiidy !ur 
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power than in (he wav she handled the death of 
Zu iJer stiiieinent was i;fiTtei'I witlxiut bisn;( 
seniriientjl; cimiI without heiiiR mde; andneftily 
|)r<»iecird hy the nei'essary vefker ui ptlmtism 
(u virlui' Mdach ts paribeuktrlv miKHiltereO &1 
nMniK*ms of pereeived uationat crisis). IVihnps ii 
was onlv 111 III 10 (hat iIh* Zw era end in deuih. a 
kind M nhiral rcv’uinpeiise loi the way in whuh 
(lie Xulfiifii era lw«l been snuffed out. Moreover, 
(hi* lensKai between a surviviiiR 7.\n and a 
vKlunius Itenazir ivoidd have Iven tmi much 
perhA|>s litf Pakistan in bear. I can never forcei 
the skn&ifls which hik'd throuch P.ikisiari wlien 
bi'tueir finumed in May '7ia Marcos blmi 
that. Ciiry.Mjye. CoT>Miive”(Cnry refened in 
Aquim Ilf I'oursvl: “Ithutlo lainilv hero, hero. 
6iAj sab aero, aero": and. mnsl of iill, "HhulUi 
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s/MmundaAdi/i. tertfqa^tHvndahain. “ K«lc 
has taken tlie qaatil away. 

Hul the rtainaKtf of llie 7m k*fE3cy lay nrM juM n 
the decade he stole fr<Kn t^Uusiitn’s life. No 
man—apart fr<an Avyi<illah Khiinieini—has done 
to much 1<> di'Storl llie inwAr o( Islam tfi tlie 
world as (ienXia. He ntadv the reliction wlvne 
name meant pence liK>k Uie one spvriW«>nlv hv 
violence. Islam stands lor Iwt and bruil}erluxx1: 
Zia made it Uvjk like llte rduzion o( ilie whip. He 
made the roujfh txlKes like the hi^art «il 
Islam, and did it iill in the nanKr of s4'r>*iflK Alah. 
As Henazir told this corrvsptHideni during an 
interview in May IWki: “\ don't ihmk ii U*lH»veK 
a nun like (ien Xia who ctaiimitled ireantn 
murder lo talk in timns u( AUah. ’ 'l i* take, at lliis 
]xhM. just tlu' most relesant dislorl)on of Itlam: 
over and over ai»in he 1 old the work) tlwt Islam 
d<jes ixii allow <i woman to ruk*. Suddenlv allcr 
lus death no ont' ui I’tikistan c«in fmd that 
rcli(?oiis injunct its; Mot evervitm* sto|)()cd beinK 
a hliislim in I’akistnn**' Hul for nyfi* than i\ 
decade lies see re paraded in the luiiK* id Itlam. 
At least I his ntuch will ixn hapiwn iinder Ik^mizir 
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And after more than a decade Halusian will <aM\ 
ajzain jtet a leader n'hi» lives m tlH* iwoniir i)) 
century. 

She mid an nwch in her lir^t jiress conler 
vnee—which unfrirtunalely one saw only on ,i 
telesiskin screen. Her vicury was :i mumph toi 
demucracy. rd course, she sokl. hut i»ls<i tor 
iMidem ideas: it was also a majv1;iie l<i hmi; 
arience and teclvudouy to her coinury. to take it 
into the twenty first centurs*. AiMUber vimna 
heir on this suhcxmlineni had made a snnthir 
promise*, and tlien jiol subdited when those* wlwi 
will not survive mio the tweiity*first cemury 
be^an to iTHwk and jeer. Hupefullv. Hena^.ir will 
slwk lo this tMomse. 11k* next century is noi 
just a date; it is a viston of a world Mossoniinjt 
wuh the crt*a 1 ivHv of nxideni sch'Ikt, of hoiv 
zons opemnjt up as man takes kiHiwk'di^e into 
hriherio unreveak*d duiwnsunis. 

Hut the heal news for Indians is that wi* can 
finally beipn ihe search foi true peme helwecn 
theft.' wamng nenthbtturK. IV hand tiuii Ciener- 
a1 Xia stretched <nil was deveplivi*, for in the* 
otlier he larried tlw Kalastmikov, Xu did more 
harm Pi Jndu lh.in nny pr<*vKHis ruk-i ol H«ilos* 
tail: he osJld, as Shakespeare put il, smile and 
tmk and Stittbi' a villain. «>nr hesiliitestownie 
91 nf the ck'ad. hut this is whnt ha|>peiu‘d J Of 
course, hi' was a MHain lady as far as India was 
concenK*<l; for Pakistan he did whal lx* could in :< 
<bffii*uh time Hut X.u was anli lndiari by idtsilo 
gy. And he remained true to those csinvictHins, 
Hr was a lliciKnit. and ituTC'fon* I'oiwcKHisly put 
m motxm a polkv lo help thisHrats in India, 
whether in IHtnjab or Kashmir. With Kimiizir 
demorncy returns lo Pakistan. !l is not iii lx*r 
■tterest to suppiKi or sustain anIi ilemm’ratK 
forces, ivhether in her country m fairs. And il is 
Inr Hus reason tliat true peai*e is |v>ssib(r with 
her at the hHm of her country. She Kis already 
siftnalled her desire kir an early nKetinjt with 
(iandhi. IMhi slwnild respond wall warmth 
U) the idea. 

Hus is only a idimpse of the enormous 
chan^a which ciHild take place on iIh* subconti¬ 
nent. and at least 1 am filled with eu iiement 
vrhen 1 view Ihe future, A truly histone oppor- 
lunity awaits our two nations. Iliure is but one 
possible snait—that ihi»se who murdered Xulfi* 
qar Ah Bhutto may rally to deny hi< dau^tcr her 
leRitmiaie place in power. These forces are 
strunp and deeply entrenched in IsUinabad. Kor 
them loo it is a matter of I Jo and death. 1Vy 
have stayed ni power by crushing the wiU of tV 
people, but a t|uirk of IcKtune has exposed them, 
IVy niijrht be tempted lo repeat what Xia did 
more than a decade Sjto, either immedLately or at 
the first excuse. . 

TVy should reriKinber one thine. 'IV last 
tsne the army stU»w«d free elevtiom: m Pakistan, 
the consequencen were so dramatic that the 
nation itself cracked intu two. Hanjdadesh was 
formed because the vested inieieKis m !*ak>stan 
woidd not hand over povrer to the jicrson 
elected by the people. If (hey deny Benazir 
power they could onie aKiin he nskinjt the unity 
of their nation. ■ 





“The Eureka Forbes salesman is so good, 
he is more a friend who introduced 
modem cleanliness and hygiene in my home” 

— Mn. AniaiM Kampani of Bombay. 









One of ihtsc (Jays the Kufcka Forbes salc^an 
will ring y(njrU(K)rbc(l aruJ ininiducc himself with 
hU Ideniiiy card. 

This man Inspires confidence - which b oofy 
natural. Because he is a member of the largest, 
most successful sales organisation of its kir^ in 
India. Backt'd by dependable after sales service. 

He will introduce miKJern home products to 
cope with today's problems—dust, pollution, 
contaniiniited water and the lack of domestic help. 

He has (WO unique products to demonstrate: 
EUROeXIiAN all-purpose eleaning system, which 
Is much more than a vacuum cleaner and 
AQUACitlAUI) on line, water Rher cum-puhilrr. 

HUROCUiAN removes even minute specks of 
dirt and dust in your home cflftirtlessJy Even dust 
you didn't kutow existed. AQUAODAUD gives you 
clear, safe drinking water on tap - at the flick of a 
switch - even if the raw w'atcr has hi{d^ bacterial 
contamination. 

The Eureka Forbes salesman will show you - in 
your own home - how these products can the 
advantages of modem cleanliness and hygiene to 
your Cunily. M aki ng it a cleaner, safer we irld ftir you. 

^ou need not >vait till his rounds bring him 
to your doorstep IX) contact Eureka Forbes at 
any of the following locatioas for an early visit. 
Or. write to Eureka Forbes; P.O. Box 9.^, G.P.O., 
Bombay 41M) (>0I. 


Euroclean 

The all-purpose cleaning sy^em which Ls 
much rTK)re than j vacuum cleaner 

Aquaguard 

On-line, water filier-cum-purifier 

S EUREKA FORBES LIMITED 

Pioneers in modem dcinliness and hygiene 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR 


KNUSHWAI^ SINGH 


Exposure to the occult 


I 1 ] I \].\\'v iiJnvn*'' Ixtn 

I i liy iM cltll 

/ \ iJH'mim F\«. Sii Ur 

f \ ( hi<vt> 

f I IH'I II VXiMiSCti Ui 

y ujk<M)* 

vinird. My |ir>»l 

- ^—.. . ,J cxp<isur<' w;)\ «iih• 

III ii trw rti/>Mihs lit iiiy KHmnu in 

HnKl^nd. A MahHraahrrun coupkd 
ihiiik U\v\ w<>ii< :i |)tKior and Mrs 
Shastni wIhi rlaurn'tl u> U* al>li' lo 
otriiniiiiiirati’ kidi sfxiits, |l<* stHtwcd 
iiH* i\ |iliiiioj«iii|ili ol hiiii^Ht aixl lus wilr 
will I aiKilJui hrly xiaiidi^K U*lwid llKin. 
11 k* hulv. h<' <aid» hts fir^r wift* vi hti 
h;rd ciu'd ymrs Morr ihi' |)hiXii> 
kiafjli was lakrii. Ilic phiitiniraplH rV 
aUi’staiKin lirannu a datv <ynifk*d ihar 
h- hail lakvn Ilk* phoitiiflTiph i>l itniy l^r 
aivi tlir sivtrixt Mis Stkisin bu\ klx*nhy 
dc<vrio]M*rl lU thi* hrsi Mrs !^s(n h.Kl 

nivstitiiMislv a|>{K'aii*d im Um' iK'ittilivr. 
Hh* Shasli'is |iK)k i)H' U) tik.inv Mrancc's. 
At raih 'il tlkarv a imdiuii) went mlo a 
IraiKi' aikf ikdivk-n il rrwsM^ch Jrom 
ilrad [ifciplr 1*hr ikh* iNnx lhal balDcd 
IIK' was (he wav tlu* v<ik*v id (Ik* oK'dRun 
suikliMilv e lk incit'd a» h«‘ i>r sIk* went nmi 
ii iiaiKi*. The nu^siiiiKi^s wer** usually .1 
kil (if Kihlxrisii but the vciilnk<|uism 
was ninsi irnptesartv. 

Uisi voar my security i^iLird. Sila 
Kani, a IM’JnL itave nH* »fHiie Uixs iiT 
pr.ivai'^Mirs (se>niii<isi by a m;in hi* hi'ld 
in ^ic«il rcViTencv. Sila Nani bvkinK» t<' 
a class III [nilians wha an* finiilv con- 
viiK'ed tlkit nil Ihi' develi>prTK*ntx m 
scioiKc ranynny! (nini fask*r-than sound 
ain'iali. nxketry. hvdroKi n hfxnhs 
al. wc^re known to our Hindu 
anccslors. 11 is guru's r«‘*u>‘WiK'emrnls 
continued his convH ikxis. J heard the 
tapes: !lu*y were in high laluitn Hindi 
which I could bufi'lv cooipriTiend. I 
riismisst'ii them as an abeTraiion, I did 
iKii Uieii rt*alis<‘ how* bree a futlovinK 
this had. N(»w I know, lleiK'P this 
mirocAu'lam. 

Hr<iliinachan Krishna ])uita(47) is 
troni villa^ft* Khiirraiiipur Sak'niabad mu 
far fnxii Miiaidiuie:ir in Meerut district. 
His father is a pfxir w'eaxer. HuUa 
appariiUlv never went to schiMil. 
A<\sirdmK to lus imiihur. he started 
talking in xiraiikv tongues Inmi the time 
he ww (w(> years o(d. IV parents 


Tejjarded him as a wastrel and often 
dasiiscd Iml At (he ayii* iif 15 hi* ran 
away IriNti hcam* and settled ckmn wiiJi a 
ilistani rebiive 01 viUajre Kamawa. He 
was taken more Kemuidy. Then ir I9hl 
a branch id the Ary a Samaj m iX*lhi 
broti»dd hull lo tlx* caprtiil Stmv then ht* 
has been di*liverinK pnc^K'hans in maiiv 
parts of iIh* city to larxi* nudHTneeK. Ilk* 
jKiliem lh(* uaiiK*. He lies dow n on a 
Wiarpoy andKia'smioatraive. Hu hi'ld 
turns vMik*iitly Ironi om* sate lo lire 
MlkT aa he sjiriiks. |n the Imhit or so he 



Ljst jwar my iMuity fnrd, Sifai 
Rim, |m Rw MOW ti^ 0 I 
fvsne^ (MniMH) hy I funi 
Ih IhU nfml rawMtt. Sfh 
Rmi Wh«i to I diH* a hte 
who at IMy cwIrm^ 1W a 


kiiowntooitaieMton.1 
AmtoMithotopciapi 
UwnoBwniiytoiiUm^ 
how lv|« a tolwtoi Mop* 


uBtto. his viHi*e chanftes two or three 
tunes. He may not have received any 
/(prmal education, but he* gunles Sanskrit 
tcripcurcK extensively, and is fullv con* 
vffsanr with Hindu mythology. He 
slwns the knowledge from an earlier 
/Wii incanuiti(*n which comex back tn 
hon only when he is m a trance. Even a 
] sceptx would concede he is a master 
I vrntnloQLiist. 

I What he »ayx warms the hearts of his 
audwiMk*: NarunUak. suntff Havana, and 
Ohak^ach. son of Hhuiu. Iiad machines 
that tiHik them to the > 1000 . Also 
tck*vision. Lord Krishna endowed the 
blind Ohntrialitra with inner viaiim .jnd 
Ik* could set the battle tx^tween the 
Kauravaa and I'andavas as clearly as the 
current senal on Doordarslian. He has' 
hts uwn nncrprvutxm of the Mafvtbhnr- 
ata and the Hanavarut. He sayn that 
Wicked pM/idits were c'mpkiyed i<i malign 
characters in the twu epks. Kvery Vedic 
iiuntn has kinds of sciences hidden 
in (hem. Lord Krishna dcquired his 
knowledge by repi*ating these manrra.s. 
Kumbhkaran did not sleep for six 
months. Like other members of Rava* 
na's family he was a highly le:<rned man 
trained in the Kieiice of weaponry and 
nuclear warfare by Maharishi Hharad* 
waj, the greatest scientist of all times. 
He buKl a large hboratory in the lima* 
byas where he researchni for six 
months of Uk year. And so on. 

Amongst Krishna Ltutt s fdlowers are 
doctors, lawyers, and professors. Who 
am [ (o question their convictions? 

YOUR FATHER'S 
PROPERTY 

J . L Manwsti lives on Dr Teter Dias 
Road m Bandra. Bunbay. One day 
a sman Alec pulled up his car in the 
middk! of the road and began a kmd 
dialogue with hss girlfriend, standing on 
the balcony of (he fourth floor of a 
building. An elderly gentleman stopped 
las car a few ^^ands from tlie young* 
man’s, waited up to him and asked very 
pubtely: ’’Could you teO me how to get 
to Dr Peter Uai Ruad?” 

"This is it.’’ replied the youngster 

cheerfuilv. 

"7tM me. does Dr Peter Dns happen 
to be your father?" 

Tfw message got home.fl 
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yffv KMOO, ivs maty/^ 

MHOVMf i’lK^ fHti \(lZ 
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yN e ore not a de>4 pvtv like (he 

CongieSB(l) wherethueisno debate 
uniB'meK 

LHANtiHA Shlkhak. ttiritiHJeDiU pitsh 
ihnt. lyn /he mfenvt (Juptites on umf v 

So rhe first isaue that the ronfinnalton 
of the hrvt (BofonJ report raised was 
whether Mr R«jiv Gandhi w<juid con* 
etude that the aettons of Kofocs had 
coinpnHiiiaed Jvn ti> a point wlwre he 
should senoualy consider and oKer htA 
resignaHon. Apparently he <kl not taJie 
' suchaview. 

EiimxtiM. «llie Times of Inda 

, Iflcannotprovecnyafiegations, Iwtl 
. ukeaanyas. 

V.R SfN<4i. jAeraM^tAaTi^aav 
Ge/idTv Am a 5Ma» aerocn/ 

I thotk the lirne Ihu coma fer Im (Dijfce 
pnyii. 

[ KC vJn. on ('.f. Sm^trntmya 


I Phijgjg ya. bhaggayt. 

^ ChoruabvCiiMMLs^Mh>mthf Lok 
' SeMa mAhi V. P. Singh M nof Ivrn up 
on the second ihy of the BohniMate 

hat does it matter what thib pov* 
errunent says? The pe^ipie of Aprs 
belwveine. 

V.P. SiNoH. ataNaoonalFroMta/lywi 
Agta 

It is Mr V.P. Satjsh. to save a Caw acres 
and a few trees, te has diaowned that 
preat person to whom he was ben. 

Ikn A SiMiiu dehfo^ig the govemniM 
onBoAjta 

Far from having swvnRiiRK pools in 
ther houaes, most Indan Airhnes pitota 
cast even aOord boosea. 

C.H. GunA. preaideMoi the Indian 
Fioi's AssoanioiL on Haf^ Giodhr’s 
dsn timi many hkSgnAiboetpdotacvi 
gihedpodbafidtlmtSttisiiSb^iaia 
fwanggeepdon 


I his has not hmg to do with Bofors. 
Cn you vnapine a cabinet mmisier 
smkitig to this leveP 

Mai>hii GAHUAVArL. interrupting Hufa 
Singh 

Thai he t^B money for hnnself? No I 
dont (hmk so. 

Rajiv Ga VI Ml I, ooJyf/tiHaaaandthe 
corruption abegations surrourK/ffijr lus 
government 


Ithdnt come to power because of Rajiv 
Oiedhi and [ dun t need a certificaie 
freenhannow. 

JvoN Baaii, responding to Haitv 's 
afSrmarHjn ofhis perhri)at hvoentf 

I and not Mr Devi Lai. will have the bat 
word Ml my pofeucs 

H.N Bahuguna. raspuodnpto/iev/ 
U/‘$ araremefN that he was a discredited 
opponurmt 
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COVE] 


WHAT NEXT? 


Benazir wins. But 
only just. Will the 
army let her govern? 


A dead dictator's promise. 

.-irmy and the authunty 
a miliUry gnmrnaflder do 
not normally make for 
democracy but. in ]*aldS' 
tan it WHS this unbkely cumbination that 
ovumaw the 16 November naiHmal elec* 
Urns and the hesitant return to demo* 
crKy. In the courtry's larftest metropo¬ 
lis. Karachi, armoured caniers mounted 
with heavy mavhinO'truns crunched 
thmugh the streets on polhnR day, men 
m pill boxes guarded pollmg stations and 
vans cramm^ with soldiers patrolled 
the main roads. In other cities, soldiers 
stayed on alert while armed pobcemen 
kept viKil on the streets. At each of the 
33.3(k| p(^R stations spread across the 
country, the presence of anned security 
personnel reiterated the will of the 
military leadership: the determination to 
return the country to civilian rule. 

And Pakistanis responded with natural 
flair, kor days before the elections, 
thousands turned up at raSies. proces¬ 
sions and streeKomer meetioKS orga¬ 
nised by the political coniestants. Voters 
listened to charges and countercharges, 
considered the promises and manifes¬ 
tos. and silently made their own deci¬ 
sions. On potting day. contrary lu ex* 
pectatioii. (here was not a suigle kilkng, 
no violence, not even signs of tension— 
only patient, determined queues before 
voting booths. Even women in borkhaa. 
the old and the infirm made It a point to 
exercise their franchise. In Pakistaa 
where the last proper electmna were 
held 11 years ago. the right to vote is a 
coveted thing. 

TTiis time it was especially predous. 
And when the poll results were 
announced the next day, it was dear that 


PakisUn had voted for democracy: it had 
bivied the ghost of 2ia. defeated the 
fflulafts and most of the mportant col* 
laborators of (he dictatorship, including 
former Prime Minister Mohammad 
Khai) Junejo. The people had reeur* 
rected the country’s only true national 
party, the Pakistan People's Party 
(PPP) led by Benaar Kiutto Zardarv (he 
daughter of Zulfioar AH Bhutto, whom 
General Zia*id Haq had sent tu the 
galows on 4 Aprd. 1979. 

The irony by n the feci that it was the 
dead dicutor. General Zia. who had 
paved the way for the resurrection of hb 
enemy’s party. Before his death. Zia had 
promctfd to hold elections and the 
military commander. General Miraa 
Aibm Beg, vrho succeeded him. hiU^led 
Zia’s promise. The pols were an invite* 
tkm to the Pakistani people to offer their 
verdict. 

As it turned out. it was a remarkable 
verdict. For. the dice had been loaded 
agaipst Benaxr and the PPP right from 
the start. The surprising part was not 
that Ihe PPP faM to secure a dear 
majority in the ZST-member National 
Auembty but that it managed to win 92 
of the 204 seats for vrldch results were 
announced. No party emerged with a 
dear majority. The Islttiic Jamhooree 
Ittehad (IslartM Demo cra tic Alhance). a 
coob^^mefate of rightist forces whidi 
had colbboraled with the Zia regime, got 
only 54 seats, despite the fed that it 
held iIk trump card: control of the 
adnnstrative apparatus. The Ill's fei- 
hue demonstrate the sheer strength of 
popular determinatiOR. It also marked 
(he beginning of the battle between 
popular aspirations and the interests of a 
sniaS clique that usurped most powers 
and benefits over the bst decade.. 

In the elections to the four Provncial 
Assemblies held on 19 November, the 
PPP did not perform as wefl. The party 
did sweep SM thou^ where it won 67 
seats in the lOO-member Assembly. The 
IJl proved its hold over Punfeb by 
winning 106 seats, barely sliort of a 
two-tfe^ majoriiy. it emerged as the 
single largest party in Bakichiaun and 
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the NWFP too. 

F or the avera^ Pakiauni. the pofl 
proceaa provided a chance to ex* 
press outrage. The target was the dead 
dictator Zia. who had seised power 11 
jrears ago. and hia coSaborators—ui^cd 
under the Ul banner>-whu want to 
perpetuate his legacy. In Lahore, the 
capital uf Pakistan's must populous and 
powerful province. Punjab, the rejectiun 
of the Zia legacy was expressed n the 
celebration of Ber^ir arid the PPP In 
the pre-pdl days, loudspeakers at every 
comer of the city boomed msuhs agamsi 
Zia and his lackeys. "Zia betrayed the 
Quran, his a^ his country, ” thun* 
dered PPP labour leader. Ashraf 
Muhammad Butt. "He was the man who 


.V 










nePPPaSeiMadlheMiv 
tM fti pol ms ttw pMfil'i M 
CtolMtD FlMirt tbufnilvtis 
*D«Ofii(sforlliseAiiMta«f 
Zb," fPP Uiden inW.W 
te offaring Ri 3,000 fer svsry , 
vote. Biitdsnttikelhil laocMy. 
TW FTP's projected anger WM 
perwdfied in the torm of Benuir 
Bhutto 



took freedom away from us on a dark 
Right and in the end he was cut into 
pieces and these pieces burned for lour 
long hours.” 

The PPP articulated the widespread 
feeling that the poll was ihepe<iple ’i last 
chance to reassert themselves. "Don't 
vote fnr the <.iamchst$ of Zia.” PPI‘ 
leaders urged. "1'he Ul is offering Ks 
;j.0(X) for every vole. Hut don't take that 
money. Because that money is a small 
part M what tliey have sucked Iran us 
during the last 11 years. Kow is the time 
when they will be forced to account to 
the petgge.” The Pl'l*'s projected anger 
was personified in (he form of 35'year* 
dd Benanr Zardan. im Bhutto. 

If there was any indication about the 
future (if KaktsUni politics, it was in 



wefiwn vMw*: unexjMCtM ivmMn 

Lahore, on a chifiy night, three* days 
before polling day. Since the aftcmor;n 
of 13 November. Laliorc had been abuzz 
with ninKxirs tlut Benazir was c oming 
in the city. By early evening, the armed 
pulk e was out {« the streets. Ky H pm 
PIM* ^uppDTlere had put up loudspeakers 
at strivt-comerv blanng eongs in praise 
uf Benazir. The tunes were fi favourite 
Bombay hit songs but the Jyncs referred 
to ihe future wajtir c-itum (J*nme 
Minsler) Benazir. At about HI pm, 
Benazir entered Lahore and it seemed 
that a human lide had flooded the 
city. 

She came m through the old part of 
Lahore and was greeted by an awejwMne 
coHectjve roar. The minareu of mos¬ 
ques stiNid out against a sky lit by 
fireworks and rocket flares. Marchers 
chanted slogans and the proces»v>n be¬ 
hind Benanr grew and grew. People had 
been joining her (hrouglxHit her journey 
from the Punj^ towns of tiujrsnwala 
and SiaJkot. By the time she reached 
Lahore, the procession of buses, trucks, 
tractors, vans, cars and motorcycles 
behind her had grown several kilometres 
lofvi. And it took her more, than five 
hours to crow Lahore and reach the 
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N«WU tIMrtt: pfe|«cl«4 «• IM Ptkrm MMtW* »y fh* U» 

nillv ifnniiHl. Ai hi (lie nionuiitf. h 
iniinipluiii Hvrazir dvci«red 
pv(ipk' M pfuYc'd thai 'no aur can fuc^ 
tlk* nsinn sun irf (krnocncy'. 

Mi.nuizir'a rht'toru c^nildDol luive bevn 
inoTf npi. For the >fuardian5 of Ihc war 
of rnkiauni puhius vivn moik'v 
ciillfcljon ot IcocWfrs t»( tht* UL an 
alh.iiKc whose isrevu wafr sludded ^ 
with luiii’ siar» to represent its nine | 

eonstiiueiUs. The sun was HenaTir and u 
her parly svmixil was an arrow that " 

w<«ikl put the stars u> Oiijhl. And the UJ 1 

made every attempt to ensure that the « 
arrow did ikX penetrate its. last de* ^ 
fences. 

Before tlH‘ electiuiis. the Ul candidate 
and kicaf Ihu^. Snlnian Hntt. had boasted 
that he w’(>uld reserve two r<vims in Ihe *—-— 

fc tnou^ iuvi <j uarters <d Lahore’s Heera* Ifl cai 

mandi area, irr Nusrut and her daujehter and f 
Henazir to stay after the poll. I'he Musli 

had protested by putting vp poelera jeetec 
saying that the rooms would be more declai 
appropriate lor his mother and sister ft take 
is quite another matter that the m> Ns' 
candidate Jehangir Hadr finally irtHjnced from 
Ha(t tn ihe polls. I'he point, however. the n 

Hatt's pre«election confidence. The vy. t 


The I rmy, tor the 
moraitit l«ift wflrtiintomil 
fbbMy.So^HisaAolyttil 
NmiShirHMdhbUlwtlte 
itm dam to fenn the 
pventfoeiit Md thereby ptonsf 
theemtry bfto yetmether 
ponciicrtaie 


tfl candidates had been a fettle uio smug 
and Nawaz Siahf. an Ul leader vt a 
Muslim League faciioa who was pro* 
jeeted as the future Ihirrie Minisier, had 
declared that bis party was cenam lo 
take control ot Islamabad. 

Nawaz Shanf's confidence stemmed 
from the fact that he pariv represented 
the rukng powers n Pakrstarw>t be mtlii • 
ary. the buretwcracy. the indust rialnis. 


a few feudal families and the mutahs who 
have emerged as the ruling forces in the 
Pakistan ^ifety. Benazir and her party 
have championed the fight against these 
forces for the past nine years and none' 
of them can ever be too comfortable 
with her in power. The representatives 
of the (Jl. cm the, other hand, are 
themselves members of the ruing elite. 
Nawaz Sturif. for instance, is a rich 
Lahore induslriabst who was Punjab's 
chief miraster during Zia's rule, 'fhe Ul 
supremo in the North West Frontier 
Province (NWKPh FazJe Haq, Is a 
retired lieutenant general. Mohammad. 
Khan Juoejo as former Prime Minister 
has obvious links with the ekte. Another 
docnuLint group in the Ul isthejaamal'i* 
Islanii represented by fundameniabsts 
who have a stake in keeping the system 
restrictive and tradition bound. 

T lw present President. ^«huUcn Ishaq 
Khan, was a membei of the Zia 
coterie and ts an Ul sympathiser. He 
rose from (he ranks of the NWKP 
administratiori and was chosen by Zia to 
be the finance minisier and later gov* 
emnr of the country’s Central Bank. 
After the iBKfj non*party election, 
which was stagemanaged by Zia. Ishaq 
Khan was nominated to the Senate 
(Pakistan's equivalent of the Kajya 
Sabha) and appMnled its Chairman. He 
was inducted into Zia's caretaker 
A prwpoll PPP rally at Karachi: ovaiwhalmlng 
•uppert 




Cabinet after the dismis&al of Jiinejo and 
the dissrdutuo of the National Assembly 
in May this year. With the death of 2ul. 
he became F^esadent in accordance «rt(h 
Ute constitutional provisiufts. 

Iniiially considered a siraiKht •forward. 
nO'nonsensc type of man, Ishaq Khan 
prcTved to be a disappocntnient when he 
refused to dismiss the four caretaker 
chief ministers (of Huniab, Sind. 
Baluchistan and the North West Frontier 
Provimv). By this act <if omisskin. the 
IVesKiiiU ensured thai all the four chief 
mmislers. all IJf leaders and 7.a fuHow* 
ers, retaiited control uf Ihe adnwtaira* 
tive apparatus al the tinx’ of the polls. 
Moreover, it was IsIvMj Khan's persona) 
intervention that is repealed to Itave 
broof^lu tu^ether ihe iwii pnnopal Mus- 
bin f.K'lums. *i 1 >e two factions, one led 
by fomier I’rinie MmKterJuneyi and the 
Ollier by Funjrfh chief minister Nawii 
Shiirif. caiiic together about a m^nth 
before th<* elections and succeeded in 
roping in I he JamAat'OlsIiimi K^rmer 
I'f'l* ieudei Crhulam Mustafa Jatoi's 
National iVrrple's l^rty (Nl'h, the 
llixhe Jihad li^d by newspapit tycoon 
Agliii Munaza I’oovii fol the Muston 
jzroup) and five oilier smalk^r parties. 
incideiUally, Bresideni Isiviq Khan's 
own aoii*in*law. Anwar Sadullah Khan, 
contested the p<i!)s on an 0 ) iKitet and 
won from the Hannu conslilueiky. 
Sailullah’s hroi ner is a member of tlW 
St'nali. 


WIm ll» pal miti wn 
MHwniilviiclHrtM ' 
paaotaWnMIor 
domcney: H M biaW Sm 
|lMCt4fZii,liMa<llw 
mMiariiMttoflhi 
inportMit eeliiNnIan ol the 
dKMenli^ ndudhig tomar 
WmalfaiiiirWoliainiiiidWiin 
Jimjp 

It* moat signiiicant decisiun taken by 
Brrsideni Ishaq Khan's caretaker 
Cabinet was on votsifi nghls. A monih 
before the ekrcbcifia. tht* xoveniim*ni 
suddenly somunced that a rejostered 
N'oicr would be allowed tu i.'vst hts balk it 
only if he cngkl pr^aKwe hb intuinal 
•dcniitv card The <v<kT. the govern* 
mem said m jusiifKaiion. was motivated 
by concern about bo 0 us voting The 
HKP. iMwever, pamed out that a large 
perceniagt* of rural enters did fva piS' 
sess identity cards and tlui it was mainly 
Ihe ur^umles and the affluent seilnm ol 
the rural pipulatMMi which requrtd 
tlkin. The need for 10 cards is rxa feh in 
the rural areas as ideniifkaiiun is re* 
quired vfiy for getting passpels, gnv> 


envnent Jobs, bank loans and ihIkt 
government facilities. 

The ID card stiputatitMi clkvir^clv 
lisenfranchised a significvit per<*onlak!o 
d rural voters—traditionally llie m‘\ 
main base, 'Hus rural suptairi W’as lrirg> 
ly the creation of the Uti* i^ujfiq:ir Ah 
Khullu, whose populism and gm’ioos 
liNe of govemnwnt resourers N^rH'fitiMl 
milKjns. Ilio I’FP irk'il to Tiglil the 
govenuuent order by appealing lo ihi* 
l^ire High Court, wfiH'li lukst tIviT 
idenUly cards were not Ihe imly priKil of 
identtly and that peo^gi* wlio podoci'd 
any other fimi) nf idcoiiilx'nTH)ii woukl he 
allowed lu vote. The' Supn'iiK’ i'lHirl, 
however. nuOihed this order without 
giving a hnal jodgmroi mi ihi' issm'. 'Pw 
ustabbsluneiU clearly was in no tihmkI lo 
accept opposinun to its i^uis. 

1o fend off acciisHtHins of foul phiy. 
the govcmmeni declared IhAt fears ol 
largc*w'ak*discntraiKliis('iiK'nt were un* 
founded as ahiHit (fit p-r k eni ol citi7:cn4 
above thi age of 1b ptisscssed IP curth 
and Ihe real axild g»'i tlwin bubtn* ilw 
ete^iHifu. Accxirding lo non ofTirial oti 
mates, on the miter hand, k'ss rh in 50 
per ceni of rural viHers hw) M) cards «ind 
on the (lay of iIk' polls, ihoiisands of 
applkatiuns firr tht'm hiy pt'iidmg. Noi 
surprisingty, dt'spiu* ilie iieiiu'iidoiis 
cnlhusiaafu. M’liial voter lumoui (mi Pi 
N ovember was |usi abixit 5ll iierceni. In 
cigilrasl, Ihi' l1tK5 polls, dosjsu genet 
atsng wides^ircad cynicism, wiinessetl h 
turnout of 52.» per cciil. Vnier inttioui 
in the 1977 eledi<»is was 55 |H‘r cei« 
and Bi 1970. ab<toi 5H |kt cent. 'I'hw 
time, out of ari eleclorute of 4H inTlIiim, 
only about 24 iniBvni voted. 


«> • 
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Y el, Ihe conspiracy lo legitimise ih» 
c'oby nexus twtween the pro /la 
collaborators and ih«* ruling cIkiuc did 
not come off. Kvervihingliad been sti in 
ensure that the poll pointer stopped at | 
the UI* Hui the furce of popular pressure ! 
proved lou much and iIk* eieclonl | 
counter crossed the (Jl, passed hy nu)si , 
of hs stalwarts, and turned in favour of | 
the slopping just sliorl of granting 
Benaair a maiohty. 

The most huniihating consequences I 
were suffered by ihe prmiineiii col* ! 
laborators uf the Zia regune. Former | 
Prime Mimsier junejo losi boih the ' 
constituencies he cixilested, Tlw' head : 
of the Ul, Ghulam Mustafa jatoi. suf* ' 
fered a similar fate. Scnxir imnistr!», 
including Aslam Khankliatlak, Naseem j 
Abeer. Wasuii Hassannadvi ukI a host uf , 
others, were trounced. t)ne fornwr ' 
minister. KUhi Kuxsooniro. sc'cured as 
few as J47 voien. 'l>>e Ul's pretensions 
to hemg a natioiial party w'cre shattered. 

It biled lo win ev'en a smglv seal in the i 







vouniry's second larjsciv province, Sind 
(46 National Assemblv M*ai8). 

Almost all JamMl'i't^lanu members of 
the UI lost 1r retro^pix'i. it seems that 
Nawa;t Shanfs iir.*irfr j^amst India, his 
attempiH ui paini Ht nazir as a person 
who wants ti* d<>«ii>{rMle Pakisun's 
defence esiabhshnieni jikI cixnprumise 
with ihc SdVK’l^ in AOthanistan had 
impressed rmly a ^‘cIkki of traditinnal 
Piirtjahi voters—cspecudly tho>e n the 
sO'Calloil niililary bell of northern l*un* 
jab, Naw:):i ShanMiimself ciaild win only 
two <if ihi* four ^als lie contested 
Konazir. in cixitnist. won aH (he three 
seals she contested -Urkana, Karachi 
; and Uhoic with rvsgundirijt marsns, 

' in Urkana, the home conslituency of 
the Hhutl<»s, sin* secorc'd a reciird P? 
ptT ceni of the tr>t«ii vrites. 

'IV overwhelming mandaU' for He* 
ru?ii Ihrew the establishment’s plans 
into total disarray. Before the* poUs, 
rcKime supporters had made no secret 
' of their bcHi'f ihat l^residcnt Ishaq Khan 
I wiHild invite an Uf leader to form the 
: Kovemmenr even il the did not 
: secure a miiiohly in tlie National Ansem* 
bly. TtK* I'akistam Coosiitutiun. re writ* 
ten by (icneral Zia. aDows the Hresideni 
to exercise his disvretion in clywsinK a 
NaiK^nal Assembly member whom he 
conniderH most capable of formiAg a 
; {tnvemnK'nl. General Zia in the past had 
I always mnisled on holdinq elections on a 
! nnii*|)an> basis because this helped m 
' the selection of a ptable Ihime Munster 
who could then choose his supporters 
from an Assembly of Independents. But 
I this lime as Benazir managed to com* 
nvuid the support of the larqesi sin0e 
group IT the National Assembly, norm* 
Rating Nawaz ^virif U*came something 
of a problem. 

However, even after the announce* 
mem of p<ill results, an unfazed Nawaz 
Shanf continued to msisi that the IJl 
slvnild be ibven the chance to form a 
g(»vcmmen(. Sharif claimed that the UI 
had Ibe support of another six Indepen* 
f dents. The parly’s general secretary, 
I Iqbal Ahmad hUuin added that all the 
, eight tnbal members and the Indepen* 

I denis from Karachi and Hyderabad had 
announced their support for the Uh 
These claims were at best plain wishful 
thinking. 'Phe arithmetic of the poll 
results was overwhelmingly in favour of 
the m\ 

Benazir could almost unthinkingly 
count on the support of two parties that 
had been with her dunng the tumultuous 
days of the MKD (Movement for Res¬ 
toration of Democracy) ajbutioAs of 
1983*84. Of the two former MKD con¬ 
stituents. the Jamiat*e*U1eTna-e*l8Uira 
kd by Kazlur Rahman had bagged seven 
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The mspinqr to letHMu IIm 
any miHa ho hmn ftopro-Si 
cebbenlon aid IIn nini 
<iqw M not comt off. Fonw 
Prim MWilor Jun^ M both 
fto co n e lHuenaoihecontoilod. 

Thohad of the UI, Gillian 
MusMi Mol, suffered • eimlv 
Me. Senior miniftert were 
trounced. The Ul’i pretension It 
boing I nstionel porty wore 
shi ftered 


seats and the A warm NatKmal Rarly 
(ANB) of Khan Abdul Wafa Khan had w<hi 
three seals in the North West Kronlirr 
Rrovnee. With these hi seats, a few 
minoniy seats, hah nf the nommaied 
women's seats and (he support of the 13 
membeTH nf the Muhapr Duami Move* 
ment (MQMi, Benazir could comfurl* 
ably clamt that she had Uw ri>quiMle U9 
supporters m the Assembly and thereby 
the nght to fnrm the govemmeM. 


Itesident Ishaq Khan, however, re¬ 
fused to hint at who would be allowed to 
form the government. He continued to 
reiterate that the choice would be made 
in accordance with constitutionai pruvi* 
sions. The Constitution, however, 
merely states that the National Assem¬ 
bly sh^ meet on the 13th day after the 
p^s aixl that a Prime Minister shall be 
appodtied by the President. It docs not 
say anything about the leader of the 
bjQiest group in (he National Assembly 
being givM the fvKt chance to form a 
government. The appointed Prime 
Minister has. however, to prove his 
majonty on the floor of the House within 
60 days. And thanks to yet another 
amendment made by Zia. the Pakistani 
l^resldent also reserves the right to 
dwniss a Prime Mmtcr before March 
im 

T he choice of Pakistarr*^ next Prime 
Minister m the ultuii«.te analyius 
depends on how seriously the c'tAiniry's 
military leadership wants the restoration 
of dciMracy. Il whs the military that 
granted (he elections and u is the 
mifatarv (hat win determine iis (irud 
outcome. A greal deal hinges on Pakis* 
Un s key military leader. (Jhief of Army 
Staff General Mirza Asiam Beg, the man 
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who Knjpulously irapl«m«med Zia's 
promise to hold elections on 16 
November. 

Tdl the very end, General Zia had held 
on to the crucial post of Chief of Army 
Staff. When he was ktUed in the aircrash. 
General Beg was his deputy. At that 
juncture, General beg could have an- 
poaed martial law and taken up the reins 
of government. He chose instead to 
convene a meetiAg of senior army com* 
manders and the dtie^ of the otlwr two 
aervkea. U was decided then that the 
military would not take over. Vtte Sen* 
ate was informed of the decision and 
Ishaq Khan made President, [shaq 
Khan, in turn, called an emergency 
meeting of the caretaker Cabinet and 
decided to make General Beg the Chief 
of Amiy Staff. 

Ob«*rvers in Islamabad feel that had i1 
been any other General and not Beg. the 
country may not have witnessed eler* 
tions, Musi of Zia's closest cionies 
perished with him in the aircrash. Host 
important of them ws» the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. General Akhtar 
Abdut Rehman. (he man credited with 
building the Inter Services Intelligence 
, (ISI) into the most loimidable covert 
orgaiasatiun in Paki»lan. General Keh* 
man is believed to have been responsible 
for planning and implementing covert 
operatHifls in Afghanistan. Kashmir and 
in the Indian |iart of Punjab, Another Zia 
supporter who died in tlU crash was the 
Chief of General Staff. Lieutenant 
General Mohammad AfsaaL It is be* 
beved that had either of them survived, 
the history of I’akisian would have been 
another story. 

General Beg. as dcitiny would have 
it. proved very different. F.ven Benasir 
Bhutto was forced to welcucne his cate* 
e goncal assertion that he would not 
impuse martial law but would ensure 
that constitutionaJ procedures were fol* 
lowed. He also repeated on severe 
occasions that he would make sure that 
“free and foir" elections were held. 
.Others less charitable to the military 
argue that the army’s decision to allow 
elections was not so much because of 
individuals hke Gener^ Beg but the 
resuh of the growing strength of demo* 
cratk forces within the country. Accord* 
ing to this view, the Generals did not 
wish to risk another bout of pobtial 
turmoil and felt that they could allow a 
fonn of parttamentary demoo^ whAe 
indirectly influencing the political party in 
power. 

At any rate, the prospect of the army 
losing its clout is remote. The power iff 
^ the srmy is scknowledged by the 
otiMivy. by the national press (wtsch 
rwnot imagine being crrtkal of the 


armed furces) and the poblicam. bven 
Benaair has had to won the ariny>^ 
carefuBy stressoig that her fight was 
against 2ia and not the patriotjc armed 
forces, (hai she wil not cut defence 
expenditure or let ig) pressm igamst 
uwnical external forces, and that she 
endorses the country’s present poioes 
00 Alghanistaa Wto mart can the 
Generals want wHh even Benazr havkig 
. recognised the «my as the most anpor* 
(ant constituency in Pakisian’s polity. 
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The army, for the moment at least, 
wants eitemal stabilily. General Beg. in 
a recent lecture ai the (hJetu Staff. 
College, speBed out three major internal 
problems confronting the nation: poli* 
hed dissent, the emergence of the 
hermn* Kalashnikov culture and econo* 
mic disparities between classes and 
ethnic groups. The General pointedly 
expressed the hope that Ihe new gov* 
entment would adless and successfully 
tackle these problemK. ’Hk army is 
clearly not up to such a task. In other 
words, by holding elections, the military 
leadersh^ has shrewdly shifted the re¬ 
sponsibility to (he politicians while re¬ 
taining ultimate power, inoluding the 
power to dtsmiss any civilian govern¬ 
ment. 

G iven the army’s objectives, it is 
unlikely that Nawsx and his 
badly battered party will be given a 
chance to fcam the government and 
thereby pku^ the country into yet 
another pobtscal crisis. The extent of 
tutnnwide support for Benasir has been 
proved only too well by the elections. 
And Bhutto’s daughter, after atrugtfng 
lor nine years to regain her father’s 
political legacy, it in no mood to lee her 






ambition Ihwartcfl. ()nv of her firat 
|)()Al*ek*< iHjn nM>v<*s wah to threalen to 
challi'i^ tb« rvi<uli^ in s«vrral f^lniab 
^'<>iiKtitLi(*nciL*!<. wtxTe hci parly i‘aAdi- 
had lM‘i‘n Jef«dtKl. lH*nyinK her 
(Ik* hkIiI U* lomi the J^>vemmerH wtiuld 
have rm^iint ptcs ipfintinK am x her ansa. 
aoDlhci r<Hin(i of aintatHHi that w<juld 
only have M’lved ui alrcnttthen He* 
nazir\ hand. 

While Hrcsideni Ishng Khan Kret ted 
the p<ill re»ulH with ambijiu<KJ*( plati* 
tudeb, (r*iHTal Hv^ otvepied thi' verdict 
With appiirent iiomhdjaACe. A coupk* of 
duy» uflLT the polls. Ite telephoned 
lfenD.*ir H nioihi*r. Hotuiii Nusmt Bhut¬ 
to. who i» cliairperson of ihi* 
ciihtesU'd and won frtmi twty cnnstitueo- 
lies, and warmlv ixjA^atutiliKl her 
Si| 0 t>lv'*inily. the (reiKTSil uisocalledJ(lt 
leader Kazlur Kahman. a potential I’PI^ 
partner. Nawaz Sharif wa» not accorded 
siniiliir frtMlnioni and (here vouM he no 
broader Innl on whom the armv 
favoun^d. 

Henazir is best fiUiKl to be the coun¬ 
try’s w%\ preinKT. not by virtue of her 
personal qualities but because she is 
Bhutto's daupbiei. Years of tiiilhary 
rule, the failuie of pcditicians to buld 
natKirval instilutHws and inlttrent ethnh' 
co(itindirtk)ns have left the averajEe 
Pakistani IxTeft of national symbols. ’lY>e 
meinuiv ol Bhutlu. hts mnpty popuksi 
slopiins and tlw dream of deiiKXTacv are 
all I Pakistanis are leh with. And Heiazir, 
IT) the priH'oss. is faced with a chalkmize 
even irrcao-r than the ihv her father 
lai'ed and ultimately lust. 

i'he small print m the numlestos did 
not seem to matter. Consequemly. tto* 
nazir watered down niA’h of her party’s 
cominument towards socialism, nijn* 
ahKTiiiwnl aiul cconctfiiic developiiien!. 
She fui thtT cimipriHiiised bv inducting 
menibc*rs {>f the ruling cbque and pro*^ 
pet^lc into Iwr luirty. .She c'oiKcntrated 
on IHinjab and Smd. the cuuntry’a two 


MMMiqKtanilinlll 

retold to 

tetothctarmtatoctof 
fidntttos, Murini tM thi 
idimistnthfe ippirfttti 
rMuM in the Mii< Za 
Mwendyrini the pd. Alio, 
the 10 card itlpuMon Mrodttced 
by hto Cethei dbanfnnchbed I 
liriepircMrtap of nnl 
vebv^traMonily the PPPi 
man hue 


largest provinces. Kven then sIk* amkl 
not address nuk h of the frusUaiitvisand 
vhisms m (he ikiMv. Wtuk* ihi* f*i*Ks 
popuhsi imagi* sih croded bi l apiunne 
the support of (he k>wer classes, ii failed 
111 a largi* extent to niamour eihriH' 
groups Out feel dupussessn]. 

0«A*r«( Zl»: lh*«tocM<is tier* h*» ld*a 










In (he vast arid province of Batuchia* 
tan. wtuch has not entirely reconciled 
itseii to being pan of the larger Pakistani 
nation, the PPP could secure only one 
out of 13 seats. In the Pathan'dominaled 
North West Pruntier Province, the PPP 
got just seven of the 26 seats. 

The most dramatic and disconcerting 
developinent was. however, the aliena* 
tiun of the Mohairs, the Muslims frean 
India who had opted for Pakistan. The 
disenchantment uf the Mohajirs with the 
national poliiical mainstream was 
perhaps the most dismaying and tragic 
aNpect of the elections. Candidates 
under the Mohajir Q\am Movement 
fMOMi banner wrested as many as 13 
out of the lS<odd seats they contested in 
Ihi’ cities of Karachi and Hyderabad. 
"Jivt M^ir" became the refrain in the 
(WO cities during electioneering and 
after. The MQM vK'tory. while h cause 
(or celebrations for ilx leaders like Altai 
Hussain, should really havt teen inter* 
preted as a defeat for I'akisian. Pur, i1 
was the Mohajirs, mdudmx Quaid*!* 
Amhi Muhammad All Jinnah. who lud 
dreamt nf and created Pakistan. After 41 
years, the asM^rtKin of a separate M<»ha- 
jir idi*n(ity was a resiimony to tlw 
inalaiHe a^'lBig the nalKSi. 

Ii waa the Moliajir wh(» sacrificed the 
most^his rooli^n make Pakistan a 
reakty and luday it la the* Mirfiajir who 
feels the most betrayed. Por Benazir, 
such feelmgs cuukl bv impossible (o 
assuage She haa to address her prindp* 
al CTMStiluetils: the IHinjabrs and the 
Smdhts. I'he Mohapr is. pilled agamsl 
both (heae large communities m the Tight 
for educational facihiies. jobs and a say in 
the destiny of l*aki8tan, Sqtinbbles over 
sharing the nation’s resources are <inly 
going to intensify. 

’the country’s populatmn is gniwing at 
the cate of over three per cent per 
annum and with eKh year, the aspira* 
lions of the people are mounting. Pakis* 
tan has become i net iniemaiKmAl 
debtor: exlcnaJ debt amounts to more 
than US $14 btbon and exports stagnate 
at a pathetic US S 3 billion. 'I'o make 
nuiters wxvsc. there n ibv cunstani 
perceived threat from the Indian giant 

No smaO wxxider then that the power 

a dicta lor. army guns and the urdei& 
of military leaders oQer bitle skivatum 
for l^akistan. I'he Durden now has fallen 
squarely on Benazir, ft she fails to 
rWiver. h may mean the end of a hn#f 
reliim to dernocracy for Pakistan. After 
afl. It was the amy that granted Pakistan 
the democratic reprieve. And what the 
army has given can ^ays be taken 
back. 
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... the ftiture is green. 


Vayudoot has been extendmg m uni¬ 
que range oi sovices ujwards the 
country's sod^economic grcmK 
Now irtih a M Oedged Agro Aviaucn 
DMskn, Vayudoot can undenske 
aena) seeding and joying o< pesu 

ctdee bc9kk» «cral Mn^ilUiKe. 


Spedilhed Viyudooi Utoik wiU >cw 
^ udt (hrou^ioui the toigih and 
bfWth of India. Thus helping 10 grow 
trees in remote arets. othenue ooc 
Ofity Kcesiible. The Nadottl Vace 
land Developnen Board plans to 
pdiM 1X^300 crore hectares <tlbnd 
wKh a wKty ol sees. Viyudoot wUI 
a cndil role In Ua cte 


Aerial ^nyiflg of pesbddea 

As a service io hrmen^ Viyudoot will 
socn undertake the aenal spraying of 
acpswidi pertinJa This sdiene is 
partly suteldised by the Gcffenmea 

ard the brmes has to pay Cady s 
amotfi. Thifi. 400 hertaes of laid 
be sprayed In a singk day. As a lesuk, 
not only b rhe quantity of pesicide 
required mudi less dw in oaniid 
^oylflg bti (be rffecirvcnes, per bee 
ore, is also ouch Ugher. Hat mi oo 
owners and duae who hanr large 
tematfd orchwdican ibo mil of 
dusacbene. 


^ f ir t bcf detaUi cow act 
Veywdoofa Apo AvIbIm DMaloa. 

Tht VtyudCMM gpMtnuB d 


PoU«df6rtaA«ofr 
ioto apromitiiig fmn 


An Vkn-Hm Cowrter Sewte. to 

and bvn over 60 desunauons aU over 
IndB 

The *Ics<A*Mawe* flervkt, hnr^ 
log t whole new dimensiun of convo 
nience io dw buhneas uaveOer. 

The glwalaytn Air Tnk» whirh 
ofris a bretfnaklr^ fligbi owr (l« 

Hlmlayv) langB, every Sunder. 

MMiy MBfs Twii> which en- 
iAe graopa to 0 ^ CD wious dMfts 
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First lessons 
in politics 


Benazir Bhutto on her childhood and the influences 

that shaped her 


My mother mA 1 
were releoMd from 
Sia^ «t the an4 ctf 
Mty, 1979. tevon 
wooki iftor my 
MwTe dMth. We 
Mimed to 70 CW* 
ton. our fanily 
borne b Ktracbi. 

Everythm wM 
(he ante. 8ut no¬ 
thing wei (he 
tame. ‘ZuWar Ah Bhutto, Bv-e(*Lsw* 
reed the bnu tamepltee beeadc the 
gate to 70 CUton. Above it wu another 







bnua ptatt, with time. Mcnbe<i 
wUi my grandfather's name. Sir Shah 
Nawas Bhutto. My grantewthei buii 
tiui two<siorey spnw^ bungalow 
shortly after 1 was bom m 1953 and 
brothm sister and I grew up here io 
the cooling breezes ftm the Arabia) 
Sea iust a quarter a mile away. Who 
could have foreseen the trag^ and 
violence that would overtahe (hii peace* 
ful faffldy compound? 

Every day hundreds of waitang mour¬ 
ners mass in the garden of coconut 
palms, mangoes, red and yeDow 
flowering trees coaxed from the desert 
of Karachi. Hundreds more wait patient¬ 
ly outside the gates to pay condolence 
to their leader’s tamdy. My mother 
is still in Iddit and can’t receive outsid¬ 
ers. She sends me to greet them 
instead. 

At night I immerse myself in organisa¬ 
tional matters, pobcy matters, com- 
plainia, and political arrests, having sum¬ 
maries wepared for my mother to read 
[ feel 1^ never catch up and probably 
wouldn’t have without the help of my 
scboolftiend Samiya and also ^ Am^ 
and Yasmin. 

To cabn the people before he ordered 
my father’s death. General Zia had agaai 
promised elections that wotdd return (he 
country ftom his military dktatorslHp to 
dvihan rule. But was he going to let the 
PPP (Pakistan People's Party) wn? He 
had pubbcly declar^ that he would "not 
hand power to those he had taken it 
from”, and that only electtorts with 
positive resuhs" would be acceptable to 

On 15 October . 1979. i month 
before the electm are scheduled to 
take place, the PPP reconvenes at the 
request ot some high-ranking party offi- 
dais. The question of fl0iting the elec¬ 
tions is reopened, and the parly splHs 
down the middle. "Boycott)’’"Boycott!'* 
several of the p^y officfals urge xny 
mother in the dsang room of 70 Cbfton 
now serving as a conference room. 
Some of them, Iknow. have caled me "a 
sSy litUe girt'’ in private, but I speak up 
again. "By continuaUy chan^ng die 
rules. Zia has kwt his confidence." I 
argue. "We must not lose ours. We 
swept the local bodes electneu and we 
will sweep the general election too. ” It is 
late at night before the PPP decides by a 

nsiTOw nwgm to uphold the dedaion to 

contest. 

When Zia hears of our inrentinn (he 
next day. In nerves crack. The Qaef 
Martiil Law Admnstntor repeats (be 
paucm of 1977. caDccUiig the dectfom 
alUMertier and once agfac lender In 
aoniera le 70 Clftoci. ''Ihe boun ■ 


sisnMBide(l’*cAaaf the staff tela me in 
the midde of the Quickly I 9ther 
d the political pners 1 had labonoualy 
colected—party p^ers. membership 
Hats, letters, lists of those ai iail--dtfDw 
them in ttw bath, and bm them. 1 don't 
wMt to make the regane's persecution 
easier. Minutes hler the sekbers eniei 
the house to take my mother and me at 
^mpoint to AJ Miataaa. our country 
luinw in Urlona. We wfl be ingaiMned 
there for set months. 

I pace the comdors of Al-Muriaza. 

Thot^ Ms is my mother's ninth 
pobUcal detention and my seventh sioev 
the <xup Iwo yesrs ago. 1 ttil can't 
a(|u8i to the farced bohtkin. Bach 
foeveeration is just adding another layer 
of anger. Perhaps at 26. a is my age. 
But I don't (haik I would foel diffmntly 
at any age. espeaaly beeig detained at 
Al-Murtaaa. 

Al-Murtaa was the heart of our 
hmily. the bouse to which we always 


returned from (he four comers of the 
e«th (0 pnaa our wfoter vacations, u> 
celebnKe fiit/ at the end of the hc^ 
month of Ramazan as well as my father's 
birthday, to attend famiy weddings or 
pay condolences to our many ralaiives 
bviw on the lands that had been in the 
family for hundreda of years. Now the 
regime has deebred Al-Murtaia a sub¬ 
jail for my mother and me. 

The Western press is being told by 
the regime that we are under "house 
arrest”. But that is inaccurate. "House 
arrest'* in Pakiitao is quite Informal, the 
detained person being allowed visits 
from friends and fam^, press inter¬ 
views. local and long cbsunce teiejMme 
calls, books, and sometimes even s 
quKk drive or outside meetings. Under 
lub-isil rules, Al-Muruaa has been 
deet^ a prison where the Jail Manual 
Regulaiions prevail. Our tek^ihone is 
disconnected. My mother and 1 are 
confiied to the compound and allowed 
no viaiiors except for an occasioMl srair 





mun^mornmmolpr 
from Sanam. 

The bouse both inside and outside the 
wals is surrounded by soldiers from the 
Frontier Force, a paramilitary group of 
Pathan tribesmen from the Noithwest 
frontier Province, la my father’s time, 
special command were posted at Al- 
Murtaia to keep intrud^ out The 
Promier Force is here now for the sofa 
purpose of keeping his wkfow and his 
daujdtter bl 2a araitts the country, evwi 
the world, to faget that there was ever 
a family named Bhutto, 

to Pakotan. (he papen hardly even 
meoboii OUT nam e*. Prom 16 Octe^r. 
1979, die day Zia cancelked the second 
efo ciio na and arrested my mother and 
me. he added to Ms burgeoning list of 
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Martial Uw retaliations by impo!^ 
total censori^ i>n the presfi. Vnder 
Martial Law Order No >19. llw editor (4 
any poblecatkm deemed daniorrous to tlie 
'’sovereignty, ailegniy ai^ '^e^'urity ol 
fakistHO, or morality andmjinteiurh o of 

C iblic ordit". IS now subjeti to ten 
shes and 2r> years of riicojous impris* 

uncnent. 

Our partv newspaper. AfuKnoa.fi. 
with a orculatK>n of tiver liNMUMt m the 
vity of l^hore uloms has been elnsed 
down, and its presses sei2ed. Other 
newspapers are being threatened with 
okisure or the cut-off <if iiuveminenl 
controlled newsprvtt and advertising if 
they do not comply. F<ir the next six 
vears. ptetures of niy lather, mother iv 
me will rarely appear m any newspaper 
Nnr will there be any fnwiurable menivin 
nf iHir names. If the niikiary censors find 


vL^fheilloftviilip 
priority. Lb hb Mnt Mon 
Mm, ny Mior vwM to mkt 
oum^o* M of BO. tho nut 
goaontm of oioeiM vd 
procroMln NdttmiiiJ mi to 
bo too lint mmoA In too Bhutto 
tainiytetlMtytorM 


any story even shghtly sytnpathetK', 
iliey wiH cut il iwt of the* galk*vs e.H'h 
newspaper i» lettuved to suhint for 
approval. At times, whole newspjpi*r 
columns wilt run blank, the jounulists* 
method of leltmg the reading pubhc 


BtoWBclr nKhtw tBttotf Z.A. iWunetolihtofilifrttoSuiwuittltolfTa totooupctoet IniptoaliOA 



know that news worthy of being pnnit'd 
has been removed by the ( (>n>ors. 

The strength nf the FPT has olso 
foTi'ed Zia to tg^ten his Kiread) oppu^ri. 
sive pr^ilkal restricliOfiK. Since the im- 
positxA of Martial Law in 1977, anyoiK* 
I participating in political activity )i;<d 
I sub9i*ct to impnsfinnwnt and whipping 
I Hut frtwn 16 October. 1979. the military 
regime decreed that political p:iriu*s 
I 1lx*m>elves were illegal, a clear at tempi 
(u kil pc^wlar supp'in lor my fathers 
pnIk'K’S once and for all. "All pt^lilKal 
partK'i in Pakistan with all iheir gnaips. 
bruiK'Jies and fail h ms. .sliall cease to 
vust.’ fienend Xu s Martial Liw Order 
No, staled btunily. Any meinbct of a 
pobtical party, or anyimi' who wen calls 
htfiiscM one m pnvatencvivefHdtKm. is 
now suli)i*ct to 14 wars ngoimis iinphs 
unnH’iU. Iht* kiss of his poifiertv, and Zfi 
Ushes, From that nioiiH*rii <m. any 
uK'niKm of the I’TF in iIh* press will be 
prtHKied by iIh* word "d<*funct“. My 
mot her and 1 arc thus rediM’ed to the 
"defum t" leaders of a "di*fi>ncl" pkrty in 
4 defunct (kmocrocy. 

befori' the first bnd reforms in 196H, 
the Khulins were arming the largest 
employers of agncultural workers m ihe 
province. Our lands kke tlHise of other 
landowiters in Sindh were ineasurcd In 
square mileri. not aKTCs. As ( hildrcn we 
loved to hear tlie story of the amuze* 
ment <if Charles Napier, tlie Ifrilish 
conqueror of Sindh in IKd.'l. "Whose 
bnds are these?" he rcpiMtvdly asked 
his driver as he toured the proviiKV. 
"Hhuito’s lands." canK* the tnrviiable 
response. "Wskc me up when wu are off 
Hhutlo's lands." he ordered. Ke was 
surpnsed when some tune later he w<ike 
up on htt own. "Who owns this land?" he 
asked. "Miutto," the driver repeated. 
No^er became famous for his dispatch in 
Latin to the Bntish military command 
after he conquered the province: "Pcc- 
cavf—I have sinned." As children we 
thought ii a confession, not a pun. 


i saw my father as mudi on the front 
pages of the newspapers as in 
person—argumg for l^stan and other 
Third World countries at the United 
Nations, negotiatng financial and ledi- 
nical assistance agreements with the 
Soviet Union m 1960. reluming from 
fwhidden Peking in 1963 with a border 
treaty peacefuly ceding 750 square 
mttes of disputed territory to PakistarL 
My mother usually traveM with him, 
leaving the chikbvn at home with the 
household staff—and me. "Look ^fter 
the other children." my parents would 
chafite me. “You arc the oldest." 
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I w:i< ijtily nr y> when I was left 
hf>miru)ls in clurkje Ihi* Iviuh* wtK*n 
thv parents wete aMa\ Mv nvrfher 
v^<inkl KiN'i’ nil' I hr iniXM'y l»r fimd and 
hiHnirhokl >u|it)lu ^ whk h I Ind under my 
piilnvi'. ThiHi>;li I wax ju'<i IrarninK my 
sums at xi'hiHjI, (vrrt ruidii m her 
Absi'tiiv I w uulil (liiiih <di a xlnrtl in (he 
kiU’hrn .iikI jartriwl (<» ign iiver (he 
ua<»imlx M iTh hahii. 'wr kiriK ls)ic. kival 
niaini iImiim VMirtUr (he (litres tal* 
1 m 1. I liavr tin tiM4ltH'(Kin. Luiluly very 

xin/ll ... wrrr KKcilvi'd. Ai thai iiriie. 

m|H'r' irn, ala mu two {Jnlkirs^ biHitfhl 
tiiMil jnl tiH* wlioir iHiiisrhold. 

In I sir iKHisr rdiHalKHi was («!(>■ 
(inniKv lakr his uhtr bcdnrr huri, my 
lailit't waiifrti In iiukr examples out uif 
Us. liir Mrvi kTimrniiHin o 1 eduiatedand 
IKoxiessivr I’akisiarus. At tikree I was 
sriK In LsK Jrnnini^s* nurserv sshiNil. 
Ihrii :i\ fnv In iMH* itf (hr hip schools in 
K.iMi'hi, ils ( tins ml oljesus and Mary. 
InsituiiKin .It CIM was in Knitbsli. (he 
lanytiM^r wr >|s/kr ai hiHiK’ mure often 
Ih.in mv MroTs naiivr lanjiuax^'s <4 
I Siiirlhi ni IVrxi.iri of ilte na(KiA»l Ian* 
UUJiir ni [ rdii And (hiHifih (he Irish 
nuns whn taustlii (here iltvnied (he oUer 
si III Im Is iiiKi [snjs4'A w'lth inspimiiunal 
iiiiriH's likr "lhsc»plii>t", "Counesy", 
"l;ijij«'ns<mi" ami *‘S<tvki". they made 
Mo r I tori In i CM I vert Ub In Christianity. 
The si IimjI was loo co<id a »<niri'e ol 
nuonx' I'M I hr iiiissinniir>es who ran il (o 
iixk .ilirmilinu (Iw somII numbers ot 
MiisJiiii hiiiiilirs neh enoujdi and far- 
MUJih'd i runiiih (o s'dimale (heir cNl- 

ilu M 

"I ask niih INK’ rhin^'of you, (ha( you 
do wnil Ml voin s(udii‘s,’* mv tatlvr uAd 
Us tune .iivl astiim. Ax wt xrew older be 
hin d luinrs In ins(r\ict us m Mjlh> and 
i'.iiulisli in I hi .iltenaams after bchoul. 
anil hr krni tuck o| fxjr !W'b>K>l reporib 
hv [iIkhw iiriii sshrrmr hi* whs in (he 
ivotiil Ijh kJv 1 was a i^ood siudeni. liu 
hr h,id ^Me.il pl.ins lor mi' ui bv llw first 
w'tini.m in iIh* IthuTio tamily ii> s(udv 
ah; mill 

\i)u Will ,ill |sirk vnur suiti'isi’s and 1 
wik lake sou lo thr .uipnrl lo see v%m . 
nth *’ Ir* xl.irUxt s,'ivinK tn Ilk.* (our of us 
.israiU as I ia?i rriik*oib(*r "hiikie will 
liMie as ,1 xvtwlh iillle kid and emm* 
hmk a IhMiiiitui voum: LhIn in a snn. 
Shah Naw;i> will ftai’k sn tiLUiy elolhes 
Ills xinliasr wiMt’l ilnsi' VSe wiH Iww lo 
i,iM Haliii ,iiul hnn in sil on it.” 

Hvir wa.x Mo iiuesiHMi in my Lmuly 
that nn Mslrr ami 1 woukJ be >9ven the 
.laine oopoi luniiio m hit as mv 
iMitllk'is. Noi w.is Hr* re in IsLiiii. We 
Irainrd ,i( .iiie.iiK ajte llul i( wasiiicn’s 
lull rpii laium of chii reli^pon ilut rva- 
iii.'teil wninm's oj>iM>riiimtk*s, mil our 
..... - 



0 kyCio preeowd by her Wh*( 



rehjfton itseft. ixlam m laci had been 
quite proprcbsiw lowards women horn 
ns McepiNin: the l*rophei Mohammed 
had hirbidden the ki}kng lA female mfaifts 
common amooK (hi* Arabs of (he (une. 
and called for vdiR'a(ain for women and 
(heir nidn (o mhem lon^ b(*lure these 
pn%ileAi*b were grained (o (hem in (he 
West- 

Mv faihef WAb delermincd lo brmK his 
country and his children — mio (he 
(went let h i*eiHur>'. "Wiff (he children 
marry uilo (lie famdy'" f m'erheard my 
mother ask my lather nne day. 1 held my 
breath for tvs answer. ’1 don’l want (he 
hoys to inarry (licir cousms and leasv 



9\mmi tMH 
im rnr'i irtcfpnWiOB of ov 
roKfion M rtitrMed ffom 
ofiportiintieor flot oirriliioii 
Httf. Um in fid had bMA^uit 
pfOfTtaiiva tOMcdi vonwi 
froniliiMiplMi 


(hem behind our coni pound waBb any 
more (ban I want daufthterx boned 
akve behoxi some ocIkt rcUhve’s corn* 
pound watts.” he said to iny iinM relief. 
"Let them hnish thrir cducntiun finsl. 
Thvn they can (kn ide what m dn with 
Ihek live? ’ 

SVhen 1 was ten and Sanani seven, we 
were sent north to Niardmjt school ui 
the ptne-itivered fontiiT Butisli hill sta¬ 
tion of Murtve. Our piivemess had 
piven very short notice and was return 
met to linj^nd. (ioaiain£ xchooi seemed 
the quick solutKffi and iriy lather was in 
favour of It, lhinkin>( tin* experience 
would (oujiihen us up. l*or the first lime 1 
had to make rny own bed, polish my 
shoes, carry water for bathing and 
cooth'brushinK back and !unh frtim thi* 
water taps m the itimdors. "Treat my 
childxun hkc the other?, ” mv father had 
{•M tlie nuns. And they certainly, did. 
laying (he brush on Sunny and me lor 
any inftmpement of (be stiici rules. 

At Murree my father continued our 
political education by mail. Shortly after 
be returned from (he Summti of Non- 
Ahjzned Countries in JakHria. he wrote 
us a bns letter ebboradoK un the 
self'Uiteresi of (he superpowers in the 
Ututed Nations and the resulimg rns^tect 





Qhulto wHh 0«n«r«l ZIt:«trwttOMVAyvd 

(if Third crHinrrk’s. Otk* iri rhr 
ituns sal Sanam and ni«* dtiwr oo a Nikh 
m the xhiHil is^irdcn und rvad tlie lrtl«*r 
to u» in ila oiUuc^v. ihixifih w«* umkT* 
stood littk ol i(!i cmitt n’. 

Dunne our second and Iasi vear at 
Muiree. San^n and I Ivanx'd sonv 
pobtical lessons ai hrsi hand. On 
September. 196S. India and I^ahisian 
weni Co war over Kashmir. Whik* my 
father Hew ofi lo the United Nalicms lu 
argue for the right of self^determnaCiun 
for the people of Kashmir and agani«t 
the aggression of India, the nuns at IIh* 
Convent of Jesus and Mar> prepared 
their students for (be pussibflity of an 
Indian invasion. The road to Kashmir ran 
right through Muiree. a dear invitation 
most people tlioughl. lor Indian (notps 
to jse if to march into Pakistan. 

Where once we had pbyed "jacks'' 
with goat bones after dinner, or read 
Enid Blvton books, now suddenlv we 
had air raid practices and blackouts. IJit 
nuns made older girls responsible for 
getting their younger sisters ifttn the 
shelters, and 1 made Sunny tie her 
slippers to her feet at ni^i so she 
wouldn't lose time n looking fur them. 
Many of our Khoulmates were diuigh* 
ters of prominent goverrmenl ofScials; 


Thefhutle rain>iy l>ftuM hi KaraeiH 


or anny ufficen. and with excitenient 
we gave eaih uiher false narms and 
praettsed them m case vro fell mto tlic 
hands of 4iur enemk^s. In the flush id 
adcjhrgcviH v. we were aB ouitv dramaU' 
about the possibdily uf hemg kidnapped 
and carried off mio the hils. But ha the 
17 days o( the war. the threat of mvaiuun 
was quite real and frightening. 

SaUd} iwik at Ihkim*. the talk luirK'd 
to ixdilh's even more. 'fVnns such as 
”i(4d vrar" Hnd "amis emhar^j" 1^ 
already Ixrome part of our dimly under¬ 
stood vocabulary as snuM children. W'e 
were a.s famhar with hearing the resuhs 
of roundtable conferences and suminii 


ClaM«. Shaw. 
TbtM li wpli iwiiM h m w i llw 
myhiaTioratMMa 

I rVIji MNMMRW 

Mhich lie ■■■■ af ^ In 
PUithi«Mlhit 


meilings ,ix otliei duklivn vvcie unit 
Wofbl Cup L rK'ket vxires. Util .itlci niv 
Mtliei Nokc with Avuh KiMti lo \'»ik 
tfR‘ words "«ivil hlH*nics" h/hI "dmincru 
I'v" weri* die oru*H iluii (aiiie uj> imost. 
words whs’ll weii* mylliic.il lu iit(»si 
Pakistanis, wivi kiJ tmlv vx|H*iK’rx<’(l 
resti’Hled politu<il {uitiUfMlion uoder 
At-uk Umil Illy lallH'i' lf>nne<| his own 
jR»hts'al )iariv m I9d7. ik’ i'akisuo 
Pi'tjj^c’s Parly. 

kdti. A*;r/vo. MuLiu. Ki e;wl. Clolfuiitt. 
Sheher, These sim|)le imiiniscs iK\anie 
I lie raKying cry f(»r llic Pakistan Peopk 's 
Party, fundoineuials whk’h the iiiiliions 
of poor in Pakistan did not lutve. Where* 
as all Muslims pr<islrated tlicm‘'elvvs 
Wf<»re Allah. I]>e poor in our «'ouiur>‘ siiU 
prostrated lliemselves bi’kire the iich. 
•■StaMd u|)! IX) not gn>ve# befr/re others! 
You are human beings and luive rights'" 
my father exhorted ll>e crhwds in the 
nHR>t rvmolc and forlorn villages of 
Pakistan where no p<kjitici:ni had 
travelled belor*;. *Cafi lor ditnoiTHcy. 
where the vr)ie r>i iIk* poorest cami’s 
tile same weigln a» (he vole <if the 
nclwsl" _ 

CHHpSWr or C*1/ a'l Iry Pun«/ii 

6SUH9 PiRMTiM Ur HWn>fn tosaes 

Inm Py C8wtwM»» Pi<l 



































-before it becomes the news 














It 16 the sin^e most 
signiikant interview 
r^-- given by an Indian 

;tt)elS__ Prime Minister. What 

re Rajiv Gandhi said to 

is SuNUAY in November 

:S 1988 set off storms in 

Parliament and 

^0 Hcm throughout the nation. 
9JI Six months earlier, 

told Sunday how he 
had been offered Rs 40 
crores to dismiss 
I R^iv. That interview, 
j too. had rocked the 

!?P«nfy; I nation. 

ar^J Because Sunday 
probes deeper than 
the rest. 
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NEWSWATCH 


How green is his valley? 


I'arooii Abdullah faces a finmviR threat front terrorism inspired by 

pnh l\tk istut t elett ten fs 


T Ihs is one ’atSHird’ IhAl Kafiv 
(tarxOK has laJk^ 

alynit. C)n 7 Novemher, Jvn> 
years (tandht and Kash* 
mi( chti>r maiisl(*i K«ir«>c<| 
Atniullah a^revd In Ixiry iht* haUhc^l aral 
team up to Umn a cnaliikHi jnivcnimefit. 
Ahduiiah he was Uuv'DX the 

Centre's crucial support for hus shaky 
K<ivvniment. Gandhi hrtped he was shur- 
aiK up his parly's posiuin miaiTimu and 
fCtshmir and ensuring the ir«x)d be* 
Ii avion I ul the Male Kiivernimnt. 

Hmw Qu^klv perceptions chaii}^.*^ 
Karooq AliJullah celehrated the 
approai'hin^' anniversary hy savajqnfi the 
central K<n ernnieni. ihi 2 Nnwntber he 
tokj a startled audience at the Kashmir 
Chamber of Cocwnerceand industry: "if 
w‘e spt'Hk frankiy it is construed as if we 
are speaking agamst the Centre. At 
limes we are left with ahemative but 
to speak {jpenly." *l'he two years of the 
NatioDHl Conference fKarooql and the 




Cimvresstl) have nut dune anyone any 
eoud not the NCtK). not the Omeres* 
s(h. and cenaanly not the* peopk* <4 
Kashmir Karuciq cimnniiiil thi* cardinai 
Kill i4 appi*arinK in he Ciki ckew tn the 
central fpnemmeiU and he pupuUiity 
has taken a beataut as a result. The 
Confcressth. for its pan. has seen hs 
own base eroded and war enqx acnonj^sl 
its factions. 

Kut the sufferers have been 

the stale and Hs people. During (lie last 
twu yetfs the 'Kashmir situation’ has 
spun midueningty oui of control. For the 
fksi time this year there were bouts nf 
^xiradic violence <4 the kind which 
l^shmir has never seen before, a senes 
of bmhb blasts in the heart t4 
pun'iutinK assassins who ihed lo slM 
down a senur pulkr uffictff and ez* 
ses&kms judpe. and riots ihaf have 
broken out with aiametg fregumy. 

But it u the sporadic outburst of 
lerronst violence which has realy put 


the wind up the stale and the central 
governments. On one single day. 27 
October—the anniversary of Kashmir's 
accession to India—the newly formed 
lerroriKt gangs made thetr first sluiw of 
strenKtIi, launching a senes of machine* 
gun and bomb attacks. The onslaught 
begajj early in the morning when three 
young men cm a scixKer fired a couple (4 
rounds at a bus belonging to the Hindus¬ 
tan Machine Tools. Soon afterwards a 
bomb planted m^de a Maruti van parked 
in Calchowk. the crowded town centre, 
went olf. injuring 11 people The terror* 
ists struck again the same day, machine- 
gurming a Central Keserve Pobce Force 
<CKPFl guard house near the Srinagar 
Hijdt Court. And to cap it all. rioters 
shouting anti'lndian slogans threw a 
grenade at a squad of potomen. Late on 
the same night, anot^r bomb went ofl 
and the tar^t. apparently, was the 
Srinagar station of AU Indii Radio. 

The rash of violence had begun in full 






swing (hre« days earber. on 25 October, 
when the teminsu made a rather htf • 
hearted attempt to blow up the Budshah 
Bridge in the Civil Lines area of STma* 
gar. And that was only the prelude to 
what was to follow. On 26 October, 
three btmbs eicpioded in different parts 
of the city, the first destroyed an e^y 
tourist coach. On the same raght. a 
gr'Kjp Ilf youngsters tossed a grenade 
into the Srinagar Ooordarshan comc^x 
and another at a police station in the city. 

The spurt of terrorism in October 
came at the end of a long, tense 
summer. Fur months the terrorist 
threat had been building 19 . The first 
indications of what was ahei^ came on \ 
August when Iwu bombs exploded 
harndesslv at the Sraiapr telegraph 
tiffice and another went off at the 
Snnagar Club. The Jammu and Kashnw 
UbcratHin Front OKLFl claimed rttpoth 
aibilitv fur both blasts. And at the end of 
August, another bomb went off m Anant- 
nay killing one pernon and uv^ring 
another. 

In between the lerrurists tried to pvD 
off a danng- ‘though not ultimately sue* 
cessful-' attempt in kill the deputy in* 
apectnr gem^rai uf Snnagar. AJi Muham* 
mad Watah. ooi* of the strungiiKm uf the 
Kashmir poficv. But the raid harkfired 
and one of the icnonsts. A 98 S AJaned 
Dar. W 3 S shot dead in the process. 
Undeterred by the earher failure, a gang 
of youngsters tried to pull off a similar 
feat, attacking a former sessmis judge. 
Neelkanth Ganju. who had senien^ 
JKLK founder MaubooJ Kutt t<j death. 

A n fingers point acros.« the border at 
the moment. 1 ne terrunsu have 
surfaced, equipped with the most suph* 
isticated weaponry possible, including 
Kalashnikov guns, and they have mas¬ 
tered the use of sophistical^ explosives 
with equal ease, U is only a matter of 
luck that the casualties in the attacks 
have been relatively low till now, 
Intel^nce officers, now pursuing thi* 
trad dihgently. say that for the lai^t oor* 
year they have been getting indicatnns 
that the Pakistanis are stepping up 
efforts to promote an armed insurrection 
in Kashmir. During the last few months 
the Pakistanis are sax) to have set up at 
least seven training camps close to some 
of the main towns of Asad Kashmir, 
where new recruits can be given a 
thorou^ grounding m terrorist techni¬ 
ques. And, apparently', trie flow of 
youngsters, beading in small groups to 
Pakistan, for military training is on the 
increase. 

The pobce have »> far arrested 
around 50 people and they are vigorous' 
ly combing the. slate for others. 
Amongst OMe arreited or wanted so 


hr are former pokticri activists who 
are thought 10 have moved closer to the 
JKLF n recent yeara. One man recently 
arrested, Abdid Ahadwaxa. ts a former 
goveTTwnem servant and a former mem¬ 
ber of the Peepfe's Cotference. Pdice 
daim that arms were stored at his house 
near the border and dii^* 
inbuted by hm. A for.iw! 
genc*ral si<n*tar> :»f thr* 

Pe I »pl e *s C onfe rcnci*. 

Mubtr Shah, is absc<ind* 
ing and r wanted by the 
piilh'e A|as Ahmed, 
wa 2 » hIkiI during (he 
atiAk <xi UHf Watab was 
a fiirmer set unty guard of 
a Muskni Uniied Front 
fMUFl member. 
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trouble that day if we had taken tnil thi* 
procession.** 

TTte city has been equal! i coihbu>.iihle 
al nther times, too. 'Ihe ch»ri<iii:itK 
Mirwaia Mouivi Farooq. who conmiiiiKls 
cunsidefabie cknit in the valk y. w^)s Hhlr 
to whip up strong senUment^i aftei ihv 
government intd to ikni- 
Ue tht* power tariff, Ttii^ 
move (oirrhod :i iau* 
nerve because sucvi s'^ive 
g<weminents Ikivi* fatkMf 
lo tackle the iihysniril 
jxiwer situMlioo. Mouivi 
Karoixi > anti-power hike 
agitatKin lasted ovei two 
mcmihs and in mid-June. 
five pi'ople were ahol 
dead in Snnigar 



•land Farooq apdoWiadd m ainsa)o*nlpwPW a moaUop;wnway alllanco 


What spurred the new reeruns tu 
lerrunsm is a complex rrax of pobtiral. 
sociaL e cm uwia i Md. inevgabiy rck- 
gKius factors, whirh are combning tu 
turn (he already iricfcy shualion into a 
posiliveFy explosive one. Tins year rvgs 
and dcinoiistratiuns have started tx'H* 
and again with renttliabl)* httle prunqi* 
tmg. When Pakistan l*(^ideni Za-ul 
Haq died, it was the signal for an 
outburst of notirat triggered off by the 
rumour that he h^ bm lulled by India. 
Worse trouble was avoided because of 
prompt aciim by Shia leaders whu called 
off (he Moharram processions which 
were scheduled to be held at the same 
tne. Mouivi Ifddkkar Ansan. one of the 
most senior Congreasflj leaders in the 
valey. who was mamly •'esponsible for 
the cancdbtioo cf the procession, said: 
"1 befeeva there would teve been serious 


when puhcc opened fire un 1 
VKiteftl mob. Ihe Mouivi is still bitter 
about the way the gnvenunent tried tn 
put down Ids agitabon and the fact that 
people were killed by the police. 

The govemmeni ran into trouble yet 
agaff! when, bi the middle of August, 
some agitators decided to observe 
Pakistan's independence day. On 27 
October, tou. while the terrorists were 
moving into high gear, part of the city 
was (^serving a hartal called by the 
Islamic Students League. 

At the bean of the p^iein is tfK* fact 
that Farixiq Abdidlah is rapidly losing his 
gnp on the stale. His popularity is now 
probably al its loivest ever. His reputa¬ 
tion as a dilettante chief minister^ 
whether deserved or not—is firmly 
established and wdl be difTicult lo dispel. 

Farooq's dunmished standing is hsrdty 




surprims iii mnnv wavs JJf> tfiivem- 
mc’nt has he«n int'pi: ihi* part* 
ncrs, Ihf C<M)Kri*s:«Ui rii*i Un- 

Confc*rence. havi> btl* 

U*dy: and Ihftc iH’vn ln’«*n the* 
slightI'st stipt that i^h' K'^vrninK'm » 

«*Vt'n I" KH'kh llji' krv t 

mk' proliliMiis i\iA\ .ittlHi Oh Kj>luiHr 

vaUey. Hu* |h(W 4 i lUMtRUi. Iijt unX- 
aiu<'. di'fiud .ip'd pmJijMx (><|uaJs iIk* 

W<Prsl am will Ir UlPhr HHMlItV tIvilWM 
(lavs .t tvn'k i^i’ hvl'^'' k<* "O at > ani and 
n liirpi ikPilv al ID iMM *>» nihi r days 
(hrrv >pr« fiiurr itils (hat 

sitrijr lliPoiri^lxNit rlir altmHHMi. ^fany 

Ok* ^aripl lnd<*l ^/lH h 

siipiKivMf i<» >((*? uiRUi wav km* Ititit 
st^lirfl .mil Ik iliH*i ininMrr kis liv^*n 
ilMal>f<' IM |]ri>iMd(' (Ik* Kt Uliv into 
|iushin>! .ilit>a<l uidi iIm*iii 

kw t'tU ,t lihilni in a ki) itl 
oilirr wavs as wril ;il¥l lirrr is ini miai 
that Oh i:iivi iiimi*ia i> i'vvii sUirUiiK^at 
till* task Hu* M'Hri.llR '<Vslviii <pl tht’ 

OlV IH |KlSlll\<'h timlwvid. iUHl llM*lt* H 
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Ilian Ks I iTore friim a Kuvertmnt 
rk*p*ninent Uy sHiing up a sM uim* 
|iany. Another ConpresadT miniter. 
Muiri Kain. is at the centre of a messy 
and wfll puNiciscd rape case. And 
kariHwi s shutilinp bt*twivn STmajear and 
New iMhi lias shown that hr dws noi 


(Prpm lattl APIdll«ai.Mo«jPvl ADOasAnuD and 
iH' induatKHi ikii the >f«>M*nHiH*irt oi* 
U'IkIs «i <k> jnylhmi' akuK it. On the 
o(lH*rkind. Ok* ^»vc*mMK'iU iv s<‘rhHistv 
<*iHitt*iiipl:nin>( si*ltiTi>: \ii> a secimd folf 
ccHifM* ni Snna^ii <ii nn antkiiKUrd cwi 
(>l <*vi“r H> f' iTiios. Says MouKi .AUms 
A nsari ' Hw Iwsis of the lUiTriii a»n* 
iroversv is n'oiiorrui. ‘ITns iiisis lia^ 
l>t*en crHHtiHl h\ tlx* riilmii s.-hqiie ’ 

'Hie sovrmn'rt*iU lu!» also been |iur* 
surd hv a hosi uf romjiitKm cha rites 
wlis h ;iie stiJIymi: ils icpuialk'ii. Simie 
nf the r\u rf,{ servms alleiiJtioiis haw 
lM*rn HKiniiHt the C'oii^essilt nkiiihrr^ 
of the coalition. ’Ihe son nf the Conitres* 
sif) food anil itanspirtr niinisCvi. Mir 
l..is)iin, is <ilk*ued to liave enllei'led more 


KaziNiaar li K ra *» m9 imi da irian Wta m 

have a free hand when d enmes to 
ehnppiiqi and ehangm^ Ns Cabinet. 

I t wa« perhaps only to be expected 
that both would N* pulling m 
<hf1erm1 dtreclions. Each has a strong 
vc'sled mleresl m stayiiK as lar apart as 
possible. For ilk* National Conference it 
vnmii be d>$AStrcni$ to ino\*e too ck>d<.* (o 
the C«i>tsrcssCl(. and Farouq knows this. 
WNch IS why N* is always trymg to nde 
tw’o hiirsrs. At times he >s the star 
phsvi at Opposition jamborees. At 
iiWn. as when he made his reient 
spetvh^he rs bitterly cntwal* of ilw 
Centre. And >‘et. (he tnith is (hat Ns 
future depends on the maids of the 


Hevlvifwoon •eHppHia up •Oon 9 Mnomentt 

Centre. Says Moulvi h'ariKXj. tlw rMK** 
time ally of Karooq AlKtullati. who is now 
one cd the leading hKl'i^ the t.ippf^Hi* 
iMi: 'ITvey arc makinit the *'htel nimis* 
ler dance to their tune/' 

TNs t» noi iIht wav it was HiipiHiscd lo 
worti. When the two pailtes joined 
hands iwi* years the idi'a wan that 
they w<uld tonu a hulwurk at&iin><t the 
forces whK'h h.i\e hIwuvs threateni*d to 
tear the slate span, liul Imm the suirt H 
was obvKHis ikil ihi* atUmiil was 
dcMink'd. At aInHtsi esei v turn iIk' tkit 
ndes did tlwii k'vol best to outwit each 
other. And ncitlk*i nimli* ihi* slixhtest 
effort to see tivil tlk* spiiit of the 
Kayt-K:ir<Ric] iHaoxI filtrrori down To the 
tower levels of tin* panios. Admits 
Moulvi Iflhikkar: "WV have never tried 
to expUni the alliaiKe lo out rank and 
file.” 

Hut if the ruhnd parties have their 
problents. tliev aie taaltinp ciHiipored to 
the travails of the Opposition. Lito* 
elsewhere in the countr)*, ilx' Opposi¬ 
tion parues ir Kasimin are at stiies and 
sevens. FsrtMiq's estraniied brother-in- 
law, (fhubni Mohammad Shah, toads a 
rui^ party of the National Conference, 
fie is bitter about tite past <ind is doing 
Ns level hest to scht'me hi« w*ay hark t<> 
p4iwer. 

Even the inqi<>r Opposition grempirics 

have fallen apart very rapidly, Ihe 
Mublim llnited Front wiiK'h put up 40 
candklales in Kashmir during the last 
elections, has now split along fairly clear 
hfies The factiun led by Shia leader 
Mouhi Abbss is the mure moderate one. 
iV utiter led bv' Ali GiUiti is llte more 
fundamentabsi grouping and takes a 
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hiird«r Htontf on relixKHi^ issw t panicu* 

larlv. OUk^r uvJiv)du«t k*adc‘ri, Uio. wfni 
have huiU \ii> I heir puHilKinv over (hv 
yvw» ^rc siruiudiTiK in ihe wilderness. 
Abdul Gam Uhh‘. who ihe I'eo* 
pie's Cr^nli'Ti'iKV. Itns kisl iMilh m ihv 
i^Ki Hid (he I1IK7 ekxiions And his 
vlertiuii p<>tilKHi filed after the 
<*leetiMii h still peiirtihK m I Ik* *itale HuEh 
Conn. l^Mie lias Hied hihkIut petition 
pi<»tr8tin^ I hi* ri*suK> al Ihi* latest 
i'leclKiiis, hill he sees lit lie hkeWv**! 
I hat It will ever tv iraiMdi'T<*d m Ik* Oi'ar 
future He is. ci^nsequenily. a very 
l>il(er mini. MijuIv> Kiinsni. of aB ihe 
■ opposition k*iiilits, still retaiiiH his vLn 
but even Iv knows that he dKiW never 
Win an election without the rijcht 
nlliaiKt*s. 

The leaders of the CotigressH). luo, 
are busy fiRhtinit eat h other Oru* faiiMin 
IS led by the party president, Ghulani 
Kasool kar, and the other is ted ty 
Kthdckar. Both sides do not hesitate to 
abuse each other publklv. 

1*he widespread feobnfj ihrouj^iout 
Kashmir—that electiona were nAzed by 
the rvlintz ciuliiHin m collaboration vnth 
the buieaucracy—has added consider* 
ably to the strong sense of discontent in 
the Opposition, l/me. for example, has 
two election petitions pending—one 
from die earbei* 1963 elections. In ad. 
six election petitions are pending in the 
High Court disputing the results of the 
last elections. AQ are in the preliminary 
stage even though they are suppi»sed to 
be decided—as far as possible—wnhin 
six months. The MUF. which put up 40 
candidates but won only four seats, has 
not bothered to file petitions as A 
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Sitapr W rMi «Wck keve 
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frceMfy 


bebeves A wil be a .potnUesa exercise. 

And there is no duubi that ntany at the 
Opposition's Cnjstratmns are shared, tu 
some extent, by the people ul the state. 
Though Farooq it stiB the only leader of 
any stature a the state, his guvenvnent 
IS seen as a nun*pecfrinning one. On key 


Indian AAnnstrative Service officers 
and their counterparts in the Kashmir 
AMnistrative ServKe. 

The chief ministers problems are 
compounded by the (act that the Centre 
has never been certain about its K;isli> 
nv pdicy. In the last few years ik'y 
have made major errors and hnvr 
drthered in an effort to reuTi'vi' ihi* 
siluaiion. 1hey deposed Kanxiq and 
brouglA m his broihW*in*law Gul Shah. 
But before long rhey realised that they 
had made a rrustake and pliia*d the stale 
ufxler lYesadeiira Kule which was fiA* 
lowed by a spell of Governor's Hulf. In 
the king run. they realised. Ihdt I here 
vras no real allemalis’c ic> banxiq and. 
rathei ungranously. mended their 
feni’es with him. <M<* reason for Ihe 
confusiotiis that thi* Cimgressfl) has had 
4 scni's of adviaers handling Kashmir. 
AiixAgst others, Ilvre have* been M.L 
Kirfedar. Ghulam Nabi Ajud and even 
^tajtra lleptullah. 

But now the cruitch has come and the 



Foot peOn out on the sheati: woradK trtolaft ca 
economic issues it has not been able to 
make the ^ghtest dent. 

F arouq. by aB indications, undi^* 
stands ilw problems but hs still 
searching for a lormub to re-esiabb^ 
his credentiab vnih the people. Hut 
there are formidable stunthbng blocks. 
The entrenched bureaucracy rs by far 

the biggest hindrance. Kecenliy, Karixiq 
attempted to make changes by shift ing 
27 semur bureaucrats. even m tins 
move he. apparently, faced heavy pr^^S' 
tire and was fieced to leave must of the 
senior seaeiaries m placi*. Besides that. 
Karuoq ^ ha% to deal with the old 
problem of the unenteg nvalry between 


confusion has to end. far the police 
haw been working round the ck>ck to 
nab the terrorists. They have requested 
CKBf backing to support their effons 
and are also asking ff>r modem equip* 
ment. In addition, they are questioning 
large numbers of >*oungsit*rs m the 
effort tu round up the terrorists. Inevit¬ 
ably. ihc ptilicc nw'vcs have provoked 

resentment and protests armmgst the 
Oppoutkvi parties. 

Ifowever, the answer does not lie in 
piiice arlinn akxie And the central 
government and Faroog arc going to 
have to liMik smart to ensure (Itat 
Kashmir does not go up in flumes. 
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NEWSBEAT 


A state of terror 

A tier a brief lull, the dreaded NSCN has unleashed a fresh wave of 

violence in die border areas of Manipur 


T \m‘\ mhim I lu’V sliikt’ ai will I 
AiKt IlirV ^'.iiiisli III (Ik |w I 
I kill III cIlsdliT ot ' 

Mam|iiil ^Mtirjri iiij; |kMlli.i. 

ilu ^|M I 111' III ik alli li.MlhK 

ru'iv<m« , .ill till I. hmiii^ Umak 

ll1l^ U'.ir. lfi« ii<iivli<M npl 1 Mni*l (nwii 
w.r (IU'*>M'<I ii|i l<M llio iHiasiim .nvl 
li’siilnils Ii.mI luilirrl ikiI irii iIh’ 
ill,ill III! II liiit'is. fiul U’lit alli I^M' viH’iH’l 
'll Mill III anil MM’iiiMk 1^1 Imki il .r iivklr >1 
Irar will (hr kihmiILi'' nl IIh* lUnaik'tl 
Naimnal SmmIm iiuiiiiil i<l N.i^.iLiiiil 
tSs(, Ni «.iriki Miaiir 

Ihuaji |>.tssr<. .ill aM'Killx IhjI iIr' 
|H'ii|>l<' wviM I'ot ri'a^xuinl i'D], Ilk 
nMiiutirlx lia.r iirik.ishi'tl a tirsli wave 

i.r uiiU'iiir III IfH' lavl fi w iikHilh*., 
^iirviiiii); (|ii\Mi riMiM(’III**, ani^nt'-liiiiU 
M l iKilv f>itlriil> iIIhI ( M <i|Mii^ with arim 
and .11 hi I mini II m 

M.iiU|ihi hav liYi’il wiUi iiiMir^i'ikv 

'irk I* \\s liKih A kii Ml wvii* 

NiiM'ii w lu'11 ilu MiU(h (null’ll Shift mi* 
Annul w.i' MHiii’il 111 Nnwiiibi’r l*•T^^ 

Id'Uvci'Ti .1 Miiuni III iIk’ iiisur- 

linitk aikl iIk' linvi iimmu <ii hidiH iViii 
Ik’ai'i' |iiMV(’il I’liiMvc a'< k*;K!i*rs hkt' 

niiO Kk Sw'ii liN’iilv (k’fH’il iIk' 
aiiiad iK'il In Ihiinin. Inriik'd Ilk* 
NSkN atkl Ih ikx'ir Iniiit .'tkl vk»k'ni 

s(<:iM h hit M Mjvi’irtvn biHl m< IN’ S.iK.rv 
Alu'ti ki'shanu Krisliiii;; < iiiiH* In |hiw 
M l III Main|iiii. il w\i'- U’lii’VMii iKil Iv 
wa*' a|H*‘^iMlMil (hv*l nuhisU'i with IN' 
XIJ« nlm i livi Ml laiinni* (N> NSk N rix Ik* 
iH’lmii^ril t'l iN s.tnu> ItiN’ ns a ii^qnlltv 
of iIk iiM«l<’ii<rMMiHl ,ii IivMs: iIm nurtitf* 
kill Nai^.is lie I.iiImm aik) had In pi. 

Tfjc run Kill iIk’M tmiiMl .in iMsy 
vvnx nut h <Witk cl lo cTii>h ilk* NSCN 
with (hr hi’lf) i.t i)k' amiv iind ihi* 
paiaiMilil.iiv (<ii(('s kurv'i’ u.is immI kilh 
fiiUM ami I’wrv rrlk’l sinkc was h»l' 
(nWisI hv atMilu iivtl ik*|ilnviiH'iil nl MtUT 
IIV pMiscimu’l Hut tth’ iiisurp’nis, nunc 

Ml Ikinu' m Ihc hilh iickIs and <]rnsi- 
juMi:li’s, iiiitialh tuiik’ the amniik'ii 
IfMik like .1 l>o:i(*h mI Irc>>h ri’tTiirls. 
Kiiish.iU’d. ilk’ kKiil |k*n]>k’ afiep’. ihc 
SI’ni111) iim es ( u 11k’i 1 1Ik’ir wralh mi 1 he 
innnnnl (icniilc TndM>. iimitc ilciii u 
r’clk*! sinki. il IS tik’ ptnspvt lit an jrmv 
fcinisaUlinl instilhai iiitlriiiiiKlsnfik’ 
niasM'H. 

On 7 July this yc;ii, an army niajni and 


Ml Ml m< 

Him irar 


a ikHiMC wlht IkiiI omk’ dimii in I khiiil 
frmii IhiruiiMif nn rciiiHhirrii witrk 
writ’ sink dciirl hv siisiH’iUil NSC’S 
ailiusis m brtUHl dashytlii .«i Wwlind 
Iw.n Ilk' Ik’an n1 I ’kllful I'mii. nir 
lun ktic (ravcIlinK ni an aiiiiv Jrmpi 
with liiR sriiinlY |MmIm«1h<(i wlwn (Ik* 
instirp'iils xirikk Ariel iIh? diikii; 

sh-niHii. iiirlriv k.M ini|viH>l and (Kii 

I ft’ iihIisi iHiiin.rtMlv nHitklcrl ii|i |nr itilci 
(•ipiiHHi. a nlii.i} llvil Ims alk’n^ili'tl iIr’ 
sat mill' hkit’s llnlll tIk’ flUsM's, ’In 

iIh’ .irmi. I’vi'H’ HunKkiil i> an NSCN 

!K I »visl.'\< Mill intis SNiHtM’in l.initft’riyu 
a kHal <1iHk’ii( kark’T. ImIUiK In m 
siirp’ikv nrkh'ti Iftlnul dtsintl. lik’d’ 
ate .1 l«rp’ ikHiilk’t (il 1 li.ini!kiil Napis. 
mimI Ilk I.Hl lUn a in.i|n(ilv m dr NSl.N 
V.If Ire Is aisJi Iff mi Hr suik' ekin. niiikvs 
ilk'ir .K'liviirs •sMtirwIcii siisiiHHms in 
Ilk* eves id Ur *se<’U(ilv Uirccs (One nl 
Ilk’ re;iMHis Inr Kislvmir Keis|«nK'x mil 
ill’ll MYd Id Mil Ihi’ vlm*l nwksiershiit ni 
Mamikir was hl^ alh'iEed ’links" wiUi Or 

iMiOeruiniiiHl Keishiny;. nl mufM.*. 
sa'nUs a( Or iliaip’ hv reitxtiUmu Ivivi* 

Mik* TkMM ewtkU* Mt hpw>»:<hqlftgwn 
by 


Ir almnsi dn’J in an NSCN AnibUAh ni 

[m\ ) 

l.unelenu was inily nir id Ok* vu’liins 

iM Ok’ M^runi) lodfs’ hii!hh:in(ledirs». 
On! I lulv, t wo rtavs r t he ^innt c lut nl 
Vk’wiiitd Ka?'ir, a lawan troni tik* Axsiem 
KUk’s laiTK’ lo l.nnirk-nn’s IwniM’, Keeal' 
IhI Uk* iMndeftt k-iHler ’ll wiis S pin. 
’I1ie yawnn ^nd an ollu’er wanlrd In an* 
Ilk 1 was taken Ui Or irarhv Assam 
KilV’s ikist. yoven a ( Uj) id tea. hlinj* 
Inkled m) (KH ked off in ii cai I bklii vv I 
k.is taken in Sonis:ii-i1k '0 Assam 
Kifks I 1 . 1 SM. Tine I was stiMt(’hi*0 nut 
1*1 a iiMkeshifi Ik’d and inierrcii^aied, 
Tlk’V (harUMd Ilk’ wilh killing Majni K. W 
Nnidi and asked im' lo c’mdess iiii links 
wilh Uk’ undeipniiTkl When I In did 
Ik 4 p’l Ilk* it’simiisM I hey wanled, Ihry 
sull^elell me t<i liwid ik’^rce nrihods, 
KveiiiwaRy Ok v leleasetl nr when Ihry 
kirw llk’V wdl rxa pel Ok’ answers they 
W’diileil 

T he seiTiniv lodes' (Jespeialmn is 
uiKk’islaiHlahk*. ’Pk* sitdcWn s[iate 
III killings. pariKukirty m Ihe I'khrul 

$««i>rlty«ii«n on patrol: looint pMpl«'« 
twill 










T he NSCN »isclf is h tMtili l<»r 

iMivival >uki 1 \k‘ wahU>n kilhn^s utc 
only .'^n mdicadun of dcspi niDun. 

kfuivHh, the chiinsiik:UK* ... 

iIk' NSCM. seems lo U* losuii; cnmrol of 
ihi’ ^'uerrilbi out fit ms (tie an 

H bilter wur the i»ther iniH s 
111 the NSCN r^nks. Moreover, the 

NSCN Su«nlllM: ■ MmmHtMf M 


MumH'Hi* firmy, whii h lus so far pUtyed 
tlw> I ok* of M Ixfspildhk' hiKt, Iws si(dde(t* 
ly (unH*d hiMle. Vuicvck Thaniekuk an 
NSCN aelivihl wIk» leieiitly w$rren* 
<lered bekire (he «(Htv)ntU's in Mani|nir. 
lohl Ik* \vAKi‘ iluit ill Ik* first wi*ek of 
N(»vi*mk*f. Ik* Uiifinese army tud sur- 
roumted I he NSCN tiesidriii^jrters ni 
Vpfier Hurnu niHl destroyed ii iii thrx*t' 
davs. 

] 5 u 1 despite defiocte iiUelliKiiiee re* 
poriK suK^'^'sHnu Ihnt ilie NSCN ts 
hehmd ItK* i\*cvnt kilhnKs in the ImrOei 
areas, (here i« very tilde that \[\v 
0 oeninK*iU or (he swuniy forif's lan 
(|r» 'l*heieason, ns Ma mini r fa mie minis* 
fer T^iipok Sinj/h soenspty pui i(. is ifie 
'tirk of aclHMiaWe inl(/ntwlK)n‘. 

7‘ht’ jiei’uiily ft tre es raided twti sus* ' 
ptHti*d NSCN vwnps--one m Shifoy, 
about H km from Ukhrui (own, and (he 
Cither in I’ot Huisu, norlh-east of 
(JkhniJ—ni Scplerik*r hui the rck*ls 
iiti wnid of the impeiiUinK swiHip und 
Qt.'O. Tomjs>k SinKh, a ttardliner on Ifie 
NSCN pn^Jem, leeis that tho fori vs are 
handicapped because of ncjiK iioperaiioti 
frcMii the local people. "Il there was | 
n*sts(arM'e from die local |>*ople (hey ; 
(Ik* NSCN) could not kill andV^i away.' 
k* toad, 

Hui as Shangrciso Shimray. ccwivciht 
nf (he 'fliaiiidod W'fnv kitiativv Hodv. 
'Hi eloqu(*iidv pul it, “No one is above 
suspicuKt in iJk* eyes tif the security 
forcx*s. To them, evei> 'llwngkul is an 
NSCN aclivisi...Every dim' there is a 
kilims, live in fear bec'ause wc kiKiw 
du( (he scdjniy forces will come kma k* 


dihiiici. lias totally unnerved the adim* 
nii^traiiim. And (he darmx with which the 
m>ur^^*T1t'i are sinking have CMily hei*dM* 
ened tension, fhi 31 (Vlober. for exam* 
pJe, two youths tTiti*red (he house of 
Mike Tluinni. (he ;iS yvar*C)td pa*sKlent 
*if (he district C<m*(Tess, (k* prole* 1 
«if c«il1ei1inK donaimn and fired at hmi in 

Aa NSCN actIviM who cant oaersrouiid 


from k hb wife. And. kfore llunni s 
family could read, ihi* asiiailanis 
fscapi'd. 


ih (be MnK* day. tlw* kili rs stnu'k 
aicam. This (am* (hey gating dim*n Ik* 
manager of a h ical hoiel on lk* di a rsleps 
of ks house. Ihe Woodhalh ciaMinnotl 
and on J Novemkt. aiaak^r hi del 
nuiu^'f. Ytnshi Varalu »» found dead 
on Ik* hnmI under mysterious drcuinsf* 
antes. The vAmsk*^ itdiounni: Ckhnif 
(own Im I liave wi1ness(*d a si*nes nf pi ir>' 
kiMuiKs w (he Iasi om* iiaailh. And in 
ahww; aH i he cases, tk* wmiv foftvs 
have faik*d io ihih (he HssaiLinis. 


Kut Ik* adiivasiraiHin is n««e dun 
sure rrpnrdinp the idefliily of lk* kilk*rs: 

Ik* ikhard jhiemllas H ihr NSC'N. 

InieNiifenix* repods kid ndn'-fiii'd that a 
number of NSl'N aitjvisis KkI emerg'd 
lk* border areas of Marapin In nil lk*ii 
hkksiMs n die dense* jiaijdes <4 Kumu. 
Then nkectne; coNe «1 nuatey and re* 
crwl yvainKsleTs, AAit a bmp hrt’uk. 
NSCN pampHeta wvee Uvw ii«di*HiBH* 
ly dismbirti'd ainonp the peo|ile. Said 
Ayii Nnram Jha. <k*pu(> ciaiinassionei nf 
ilihuil. “Tk painplileis are usually 
vailered on 1 k ma^ ai nitdd • No ofH* 
pels (<i iwv* who scaiierK ikin." Hut Jlw 
afhiMs that so hr Ik admiittslriilioii kis 
very bide liaid evidence Ui link Ik 
NSc S with Ihe recent kiUmps. Howev¬ 
er. ar<!ues Jha. the loin* and cihiu*ii( of 
(he pamtihlets makes il ileat dial da* 
NSCN m k*fe wilh a iiussaon (o kid and 
mile Ik pe<i|de aeatnsi ik siaiu. 
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, That 

_^ means extra 

health for everyone.** 

Narlrcks is now enriched with extra 
Cdicijm—vital lor strong teeth and healthy 
bones in growing children, and lor the good 
health of the entire family. It also helps 
provide the additional Calcium essentia! for 
expectant and breast-feeding mothers. 

Horlicks is full of natural nutrients— 
protein, vitamins, minerals and 
carbohydrates—that provide energy and 
vitality. And now, extra Calcium means 
extra health 

'7/k.^re dfburi skir 
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mil at our d<K>rs and harass usl’ 

llie peace inituhve body was formed 
o;i 16 August this year, afler proiivneftt 
members oi the Thati>6(Ul cianmunky in 
llkhrul were tortured by the secuniy 
lorces folluwinit the kiUinK »r two amiv 
ofHcers in July. ^*We are doubthil if the 
in«uritencv problem can be solved by 
cJeplijyifiK security forccH. We want 
ptace and we feel ihal tln' | 2 <isvminent 
sl)fiukl opcm ii dialusue wiih the NSCN," 
»uikI Shunray. 

The Ukhnil deputy contmiitskKieT 
pethups undersiatKis Ihc problem hesi. 
Accorduiit to him 'There is very &tr<jni< 
kinship iKiweeii tin* NSCN acuvisls and 
the kiCiil T'h;inKkuU. HiphUy <ir wnaiidy. 
they feel that Ihc NSCN memherv arc 
liieir hrnthers and sisters. The only way 
to Wean tlieiii away from the rebel 
iiifliieiKe through Irusi. J'copte 
iiilomi Die security lorces or the authoi* 

I tic s of u rule rKi’tiund activists cnily if t hey 
liuvi iHMiiplete faith in the authorities. 

To Dial end. building this faith should be 
the iiuijoi thrust of our counier* 
iHHur^fency 0|>rratHms/ 

Uni It IS this TnuluaJ trust" helwcvn 
tile ks'iiK and the law enforcing aK«*rK'ies 
that IS proving '<* lie elusive. Whal the 
Assam Killes ^lersonnel did in fhnam 
cillfiKe m tile Serupah district ol Manifxir 
last July III the name of counter* 
iiisujtfeni y operations is still fresh oi th«' 
minds of th(' jieuple. 

In July ]Uh7. the Assam Kifles camp at 
(Jiiiiim Village was attacked by susixvied 
NSCN hmcrritlas In the sudden 
assuuh nine. Assam Kifles jaw-ans 
were killed and Ihrec otlicrs weft* 
seriously injured. The raiders al»u 
walked off with a lar^e quantity 'if amis 
niHl <iinmuPtlKm. (>|Mrration Bluebird was 
ostensibly launched to recover the arms 

Manipur home mlnlaiar 
Tempok SInghi •<^roo«hn9 
a hare lina 


but what fulowud was a reiim of lemv. 
TV report prejiared by the CiorduuiKin 
Cooinuttec aeverefy mdids the Assam 
Nilles: “In the tWH' ‘rfa few weeks the 
Assam KifWs shot dead 15 people sfier 
subfe^Tuuf them tti inhuman lonun*. AD 


vibperB im kidinit preimant wih^hmi. iIh' 
stek and |Kir.il>'s<'d. wen* nvidt* to sDukI 
at the plavLTounds iind llu*ne 

s<4vei to 1 oirctiti:il rmn nod s^’orchiiiK 
l>eat...Chiirchi.s were used ns coiwen 
trjtHm cam|H.,." 

Hie iix'idcni t<K)k pliHC uKire ihAit it 
year hack. But iiK*i>u»rk*s havi' not 
fadi'd. Nor have tht* securiiv loivo 
dianxcKl itieir nvKle of rijieraiv^fi. kcv”ills 
funner clwcf mirasler KivIihiiu KeishiiM; 
"Wlwn Mayic K.l’. SiiiKh W'<is kilk*d by 
the extremists in July this yt-Ht. the 
Assam Kifles pkked up a k>t of 

for mterroxiitK^n. AaxMik them sviis a 

ConKtcsstli AtTivisI from Ukhnil He 
wnv t^ikcn nisirle u lunuk* rind iu*x( 
naiitiin^his di <iri liody w<js (lisi«»vvr<*il, 
Muny others who were dtTiiincd (or 
mlcrroK^lHm nre still missing." 

Such exc4*ss4*s oiupled wilh a Krowirif^ 
fet'IniK ^moiiK llw inassi'S ihul ilie 
Kijvemmenl, afici aS. is not nous” 
about Ik^klinK the insurKcix’v pj'ibli’in in 
Mnnipur lias complHHied ilie NSCN 
tiOiKle further llall liearleil iiKriisures 
lidtcn aftiT every strike just won! (ki. 
As Keidlnnu usks piMnIt-dly: "Why 
tkwsn’t the Kuvemmerrt Iwn Ilk* NSC N 
just as H h:ii)n('d a numlx’r of uiwler- 
j^ound orytaniSiilHrns hke the. I’LA nnd 
the BKKI'AK ” OlhcTS, of n’kirse. arc 
nol as forthnifhl but ihc^ fiave nn 
mtcrebtmjt aryjuineni: I he Centre is 
'fpised to Aliy ban on the NSCN as U 
hv^ed the Cunjfressd) to nniw to iif^wer 
A Najtaland. Berhaps. but ihe lime has 
now come u> sink all <hflerciH'cs. put 
heifdK loKetber and evolve a striit«*KV t<i 
brmjt about lasting peace in ilie region, 
^ at ra to kha Chattarfaa/fmphaf 


DwpHi WiBiwci npprti 
MUpakullNtllwNSCNIi 
biNRdllwmMlWIiuiailit 
berdir »•« U Mh^, Am a 

..,-^. ■**1- ---—I -- 

vffy RBi opi w fWnMMni Of 

llw Hcarilir lorcH CM do. TIm 
niMRKMr*ctoMaiipw'i 
liM ataWir Twipeh Si^ a 
^ htlMfcolUeriMlkiii” 
^WMIhtidMeMef 
fiatxtrMilti 



Death in the family 

How did Devi Lai's granddaughter-in-law, Supriya Singh, die? 


VTit* frw Khtni /itmihtmc. Sirsa. 
Hm mi. 'ihr^ fsrwnu </ U November 
The Hik-fitv is shHtnn^ hv thv sound </ 
und Supnytt Smtih, grand- 
diugfiUT-m law ol Haryann chrf muus- 
ter ik‘M Ih‘s df.yri. .Sjxrm* htmrs 
htej. !ht~ htxlv rrf tfK~ itftnnaru !7'\var 
ttH mhlk-d hy ihnt- biihis. is irt- 

iiiiUtd. 


A iiidt'hUl mkI IVvi 

l.iil ami his funiily. Murder, 
i'luriiod (Hhcrs. pri»mirH*tri 
ihen Om^ress' 
ill Parlwiumt, 

Tfu< ^ir<'iiinhi.incus 5 urrmindmc the 
ck ath of Supnv^i < Oto dAUKhUT'in Inw of 
dm Tr^tka'ili ChauiN»» Devt Ur> 
ckJi'st him were suftpkKnis^ \o say the 
least. 'I'he nti»ruiuK ihaf fateful day. 
Su|jnv .4 ajid <>iher nwmbtTA tif the family 
had an ej tiled Ihc weddmit of a mciv of 
Kami 11 Veer Sineh, l>i*vt Ul'^ apeiial 
dmv irffia'r, m Uahvali. IV visii over. 
Siipnva aiK) h<*r husixind AMuiy ^nRh 
w'enl (u CVulhaln lo si tend the enjnjtc* 
tiH'tkl ri| then cousin Jilender Smjch. 
U'lore relumina to the* IVia Kh^a 
laiiiiliothe m tlK* evciunK< Soon after. 
;kM>rdiiik: to family memVfs. Abhay left 
the taiinlHHiae. It was in his absemv that 
the death oi’iurrcd. 

Devi Uil's versKHi iW events was 
iroitnl imt tlti> nt*xi day {li^ Novemberi 
bv tlH> Harvami I\iUh' Kdatioiis llepart* 
nH'iit TlH'slal'-ment said “Sijpnva wns 
lakini* I nit mmik* rhulies from H bnefiase 
wiu'ii a |>tsl<il went olt smldenly and 
Su| inv a <i It'd nisla n 11 v. ” Acci irdini; to I l>e 
(Mess K-itase, Ahhai Smidi was at the 
Aslia Kher.i Tminst KesoH. aksiK with 
I ii*i I l.al. nt iIh' titik' of Supriva's death, 
hn' Kisiied to Teia Khera on heanntj <i( 
I hi* MK'idt'Til So dut Devi Lais wife, 
Miiikhi Ik'vu w’Ihi was staying at the 
l.'irodv'v hi Mile m CKtulhaln. Whal the 
slaleuietil <(id nol explain was vrhy 
^:l)lrlva dsHild has*e been cammK a 
we.MKMt III her briefcase and. more 
un}H>M.'inify, whv she was handling the 
^mri. Nor dtd il explain how three IwHets 
iiiiiletiietetlhet body. A accidentally 
tiiiNfitih^ once i> |M>si»il>le. Kut three 
.1. i(ri«M>ial niisfue.^.' 

file .st.iti'nieni (>f A^y Smtch tAbhay 
Siiidh s hrotlKT), uvonM by the pohie 
jt>ei ‘Is death tloi*s not expUan this, 


either. Il merely relates how Ajay, alonx 
With a croup of people, amonp them 
Kam Kumar Htshnoya nf ChauDh^ vd> 
kktte. Karam Sinch Nan. the deputy 
excise and taxauon ccannassioner. Sow- 
pat. PrahUd Smeh. the tehsddar of 
kiihtak. was sritmc in the drawmc'mom 
vt the jpH'Sl house when the sound uf 
CuiMhnCs ranc out. They rushed out. lt> 
he met by (he seiVanl l>urjH at the 
diMir. who told them: “ifaftio ki patni kn 
l/(ib fag cayee. “ (Kilou’s wife Ins been 
shot.) Ajay says he went nto the room 
and saw his snti*r*in<law lyiw dead on 
(he KTound. witli a .3;^ bore pistol beside 
her. with clothes scattered all over (he 
mum. 

A^y .Smgh'x testvnony makes the 
acci^nt theory appear less than credi* 
Ue. If Ihe gim that went off ai'cidenially 
had been inside the brielcaac. how was d 
lymft wi Ihe floor beside Supnya? Also. 


Davl Lai ; in m* eye 01 ow norm 
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why were there clothes flung all over the 
room? 

IV poHt*mof1em conducted on the 
morning of 12 November at the 
CIviulhala Civil Hospital also seems to 
suggest foul play. The report says thiit 
Supnya suffered three buffet injuries and 
that the death was **due to haemorrhage 
shock as a resull of the injuhes”. 'Ihe 
goes on to sutc that atl the 
injunes were ante*ntuhem. 

Accordmg to Shiv Kumar HhoU. a 
cnminal lawyer of Hissar. the blackening 
amund Ihe injured areas proven I ha I the 
shots were bred from cloxe range. 
Korensic experts hold than Ik nature of 
her injunes ton the left side and nape of 
the neck! do not bear out the accident at 
death lltcory. The angle at which the 
shots entered the body makes it im* 
possible for Supriya to have shot herself 
in the manner suggested by her family. 
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'IV Uls' version is dlso contndKied 
by nn eye witnenK, u re^deiil *4 
Chauthahi villa kv)* Avvcirihii^ u* him, he 
entered the nxMn im 1 k.Mrin^ (l>e shois 
nnd saw Siipnya siitioi; with hi^r Wk 
aj&iinsl ihe wall and her K^s strHehed 
MUl. BkxKl 4MUin>{ Iront her neek, 
’I'he sUvl nlininli in llw roim nas open 
;ind 4'liilhcs M'HlU*ri>d Jit> i>\it. This 
coiiipletciy bk»ws .ipari tiH' .K'iKk*iii 
ilK’ury. 

Haru Chiindct Mainna. Sicprivirs 
lather aiul :i rk h iran^fMirter <il Kawiil* 
sar, kaytsBiarj, lias a iltlletenl sUiry In 
i claie. He s«iyM I hat h>s diiiixhivr was 
Hskcd by her hiishand, lhat eveniriK. in 
jiack his brH'Icasi as hi; vvisIhhI to ki) 
ivjiltiri| 2 . SIh' war, i<*kmK oul his chitiH's 
Iroin tik' alnurah Ui do this wIk*>i a em 
wont ott al hei tinich and killed livr 'VU- 
tear ml lather diH's m! vuh c any sus|m« 
I'll ms Ills diuiKhler was ilnni'm In 
lie I in laws. Some vty lhai Devi I^UIkis 
hou^dit his viHiiphame by kH-'itinK Abhiiy 
imftiKed t<i liis yrmni^ci ilauiithler. 15* 
vear-okl Kama, a nK‘re live days ,\iWT 
Suprivas imloiiiinaie death. 

IhK niK everyimi* was viHmK lo hnv 
facile exi^nalams. l or iK'vi UI h jhA- 
iK'iil <»ptM»ieiUs this was inamvi (hmi 
heaven and tln-ir questkma fkjwvd ilmk 
and fast. Why was live pistol that caus'd 
Supn'a's d‘dth iw>l seized/ Why wa*- llv- 
weapiMi ikil vxanvnvd lor fint^erfinnKf 
Why wasn't il sen! lo baCislu* expi'fi^ t<i 
ascei'lain whelhei Ok* sb^'ls thal kilkd 
Sopnya were fired Ironi il? Where are 
flk' sIh’IIs of the bullets which killeO iKi:* 
Why waii llK loom wheie Itw* irwideiit 
occurred not sealed -off muiK'duifidy 
afterwards. li‘ fac'iiUaic investinat"»>s,' 
Why wjisn’t the suitcnn nl <•! the jailH t* 
tnan on duly ai tlu' Tejd Khera fann 
house recorded by tne poJxc? 

U is *mty to the last t|uextsm that Ihe 
police have* an answer. 'l*be SSP >4 
birsa, Karlar Suiieh l onKT says iliat this 
was considered unnecessary as this was 
not a case ol murder. Iwt merely an 
accident. How the police had arrived ot 
this cunclusion, he wa.s not wiBm^ to 
say. The police have, furthermore, <ndy 
reiastered a case under bcciHin 174 <if 
the Crinunal Procedure Code. whKh 
means that the invesiiKatHins will be 
rcsirkled lo the cause of Jiupciya's 
death. I'hn police will not. say kjol 
experts, be bound to investigate 
killed her. 

In Sirsa, the terror irf the Lais pre* 
vails. Nobody is wiibng to go on mtird 
about the incident. But rumours Ihcfe 
are aplenty Among them, those sug* 
gesiing that Supnya and Abhay did not 
have the most of relationsbsps. 
T!»t AWiay wasa "cokHjrful v^wng man" 


ThaTeitKherstsrmhevM ecentefth* •eddwil 

and licit Su|>nv.i<ri1en usA Hlerur .tl Ims 
" ht'hfivHiur''. VuiH* xm\ ih:it tin* i'<HJ|4k* 
hid (luaiielk'il al ilk* wethlinu iIh*v 
.iM entil'd iImI iliv hainilv vourivs, 
however. Amy llk*sc‘ moHiiirs >in' ‘ 
niHiusly. 

T ]K' death cauMiH w.ivi's lull her Ihnn 
C Jiiwlhiili It wav A luhH'Cl oMh'SIkI 
rfavniNSHin VI iMilciiiMmt. t<«i. with Con* 
gri*sH(1) w*ini(*ii Ml^s walking into iht* 
wen «if the Mntiw rti'manihng *i CKI 
pri4x* into I Ik* *iiiur(k*r" 'Iht* t)|}posi* 
tMHi viK'iterouslyoptK’M'tt iht* rk’iiuind iin 
Hk* ground iliat this wun a "slate suli* 
lecl" iTiK cedings were bvened up by 
tU* inirepkl Manuila Banc'rKw <4 Ihe 
ruling turty who pbec'd a bangle iwur 
|nd)*i|U fiupCa s (Cl'l) table, MiggeMmg 
tiul he was a vowaid. I'ehigu IK'sani 
members retiilcileti hy leaving a ct^ntfxtt 
near liiiiei)t<e*s tank*, lo SjM'uher Ikd- 
ram Jakhar's iMirror. 

’Ilie Kajy.i Sibha also witnessed up- 
roarHHJs scenes, witli enierpreang C<4e 
gress MBs nurugmg lo wangle Ihe right 
to ruetc the issue* through a spcwial 


QHMtiom flowed fladi aid fuL 
WhynilhopMdthilcaMd 
Siipriyi’i doitli net ie»d? Why 
WM the woepen net eunhied for 

tebribfie experli to ocertiln 
wMherflwihobtMkMher 
waw fired from IC7 My wti the 
tito a the aeddnt not Mild eff 

f -- -a-t.i u « - 
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meniHin Suflh.i Jnsbi ... a pat 

kkiiH'iiUirv uilo iIk (I< ,ah as Ibere 
were si'veral uiH»xpliink<rl failms m Ilk* 
niYHJent llKterv. M.ilM mlr.t Singb l.atjiei 
of iIk* Dik Mid i.iiki .1 lel.Kive nf Dcvi 
I.al'si i<Mik up iiKigi*ls inr thi* Ih>* 
leagueieil itiKd miiusict This vi'a< no 
Aiwry death, he iiumlainni. ’Diefe wa*' 
no Aiwrv system in M.iiv.ina .iml Ik vi 
l4i1. who earns irurlv Ks lakb^ irum 
his famiK. Ak*s ooi iiml to ai cepi 
Aiwry. Siitiriyirs was a [uppv nciniage. 
he tiiM the iiH’inlMts, ;jie i oople h.ivmg 
relumed fioni a h4id.iv ii<i lull math) 
only Ihe ilav Mori' ihi' iMilortnn.itv 
event. I>etences?>iuhas ilu se, nolwilli* 
standing. CoTigresswoiiun demons* 
irated in fninl of ihc* he am* nimisiei, 
Kut.i Smgh's Ikiuv*. demaiicliMg iLii lU* 
central g«»vc*nimc*iU invest igaie I be 
death. 

Sunw saw this as iMiliiH'.d vt*ndetu 

;igain»i U'vi Lil Ami wnh ... mste 

fkalHin. Kuling paity MIN weit- imi 
lotaPy utnoceiil ol trying to <k*nvr 
lK«il niilcitge' from ih<* iiindent. Bui I heir 
demands, even il motivated, <iii< h.ive 
jasiw siihslanve to tlH*m, ,\nd so. wtien 
the rssiK* was raised m INiliaiiK ni I lie 
sec'ond day.tlv* (ipposititni was not quite 
tjo i*o«it)alive, (iita Muklter]t < dI llie 
CJ1 was even heard to remark iNii slu* 
suppvtcd ihi* (k mand lo| a |i.irliaiiieii- 
lary ix'iAei iis tin* mailer invrdvtxl a 
woman, 

Rut will invfSligiiliofK yiehl iinvihing,-' 
The eye-wittK'sws are not wiHtng tu 
speak, the btidy has hmi ert mated, the 
weapon that caused Mm* Heat!) rem.uns in 
(be c'ustody of I he (.ab. lh>' sccik* of tlie 
mcident had imA bt'eii sealed o(\ and Die 
dues, if any. huve ahtHist eenainJv 
disappeared. All the imits aie very, vi ry 
cuU. Kven if the Ct'iiin* wric to put its 
Idol in and order a proi>e. the truth may 
yet remain elusive, 
huMlYa^ f Ctmithaia 
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Let the armed forces be 


R a^iv (iaiKJhi niuftl be a drsprrate 
nian. Wiihui i span nf five days, he 
has Uve <ir:i}u;cd Iht* armc'd fivces imo 
lus duel wiih ihi' (>rf)o«lion. hrsi. he 
chided tlx* ()|ip«)siht>n -siid duofuUy 
Ddorcliirshan hiichh^hted Ihc siaie* 
ment - for p)ot lespondn^ (o his pra»e 
of the iimK*d forces r>ver (he action m 
the Mnldiven. Later, dunnx his pre* 
election c^iinpaiKn in 1'annl N<tdu. he 
Went even lurliier :ind accused it iif 
"deniffralinit the armed forci**". 

1'he I'rinH' Minister is not known for 
diHcrete>n in his remarks. Hut hia eff<»n 
to score II hy iniectiiiK polilKS uUo 


I Ml only tryini to p0M«rt1M 
Raiiv GinM, wllh M tyi on lit 
fNxi iiociiOfUf noM not oocono 

10 dttpinto « to croito M 

noon MiWOM no VIDM fOfCil 

and th« Oppoiitiefl, wMch 
IncldMWhr nHy ««l b» in powtr In 
nyuCitlm 


a held which has been kept Iree of il is 
cnide and clumsy. What he wants to 
prove IS that he and his party, the 
CoflitressdL are the* bt^t htends nt the 
arm^ forces, and. unlike the Opposi* 
(HMi. they appreciate what the forces do. 

While Kkv*ilinjt over the opwaUnn. 
R^iv Uandhi has repeatedly said that 
(here was no casuaKv on the Indian side. 
What he should have ilso told the nation 
is that there was no armed resistance, 
not even a skinnsh. Since the armed 
forces know that the entire optTation 
turned out to be only an exercise in rapid 
deployment, and will accept credit for 
proving their capability (o act (|Utck)y and 
effectively, they are likely lo be embar* 
rassed by such lavish praise. 

In India itself, the armed forces have 
been conducting f.ir more difficult opera* 
lions, especially ui the north*eastem 
states. Did the government praise the 
army every lime they cleared a tillage of 
insurgents or captured some of them? I 
am not minimising the iob the armed 
forces did in the Mafdives; ( am only 
trying to potni out to Kapv (iandhi and 
his advisers that with their eyes fixed on 


the comuig elections, they need not 
become so desperate as to create had 
bknid biiwm (he anned forces and the 
OpIHiMiem, which incidemaNy may well 
he in power n a years lime. 

Ihe Oppustdun has never been nig* 
ftardly m paying tnbuie to the defence 
services. After ihe )96$ war against 
Pakistan, it responded to the Jit Jawvt, 
pi ktsan slogan of l^l Bahadur Shisin, 
the then Iftme Minister. The Bang* 
todesh operation in 1971 catted for 
kudos, and Atal Behan Vqpayee became 
so emotionaJ (hat he prassed Mrs Gan* 
dhi. the then Prime Minister, and 



hkened her (o Goddess IXirga. 

The armed forces n India have a long 
traditiun of being apuhtical. They have 
strengthened (he detnocmic sysiem but 
have never sat in judgment over g. 
hravoig that to (he people. This is what 
people's nde means 

Whether on (he nation's borders or 
inside the country. Indian soldiers are 
fulfibng their duly. Indeed they have 
been doing more than that: combatsig 
ccmmunal nots. drought, fkxxis and 
nther extraordnary situatinns. It would 
be heller if they were no( employed for 
such purposes because the other mstitU' 
lions which are meant fur such duties 
become convlacent. knowing that there 
IS sonietne to cuver their la p s e s . And 
some in tho army often iimd to compare 
their perlomiance with their dvilian 
counterparts. This is an unhealthy 
trend 

It IS clear from Ka^ GanAi's attitude 
that he expects the people to ave ban 
much credH for the Maldi^‘es acM. The 
offtcol media have been trying to pre* 
sent him u a quick-thmkmg Prvne 


Minister and hi^ili^ting his unwar* 
ranted crtticum of the ot^silion. Iheir 
asm is to prove Utai if any of the 
Opposition leaders had been tn the 
Prime Minister's chair, he would have 
been found wanting. 

True, (he Oppositvm has been critical 
of (he action in Sn Lanka. Rut pomring 
ou( the difticufties faced by the Indian 
l^ace Keeping Force (IPKK) is nut to 
Aow the weakness of the Indian army. 
1'he nation appreiiates the onerous task 
that they have been burdened witli, Tht* 
cfitKiam is of the Kajiv flaiHlin govern* 
ment. which has embroiled the army in a 
situatson whidi called for a poUtk al and 
(M a mihtary solution. 

The traditions and training of the 
defence services are such (hat they are 
kept away from pdilics. This has paid 
dividends to the country bt eauso even 
wrhen many counlnes in the region have 
come loxW military rule, uur sokbers 
have remained committed to their role of 
defending the nation, and haw never 
sought any other rrttc. Never has there 
been any talk or demand from the army 
ftir a rule la the cfiuntry's administration. 

The politicians—holh in govemmeni 
and in the Opposition''have all this 
while respected the convention of keep* 
mg the armed forces out of politics, 
defining (heir task as that of safeguard* 
mg liKLa’s frontiers and giving them all 
help in that respect. Even (hough the 
country has always (ch the crunch of 
limited resources, (he budget for de* 
fence has seldom been pruned. Utere 
are some wdm think that the defence 
budget is too big for a poor country like 
India. Besides, there has been a persis* 
tent demand for a parliamentary probe 
int(» the way the money is spent. De* 
spite al this, defence has always been 
given topmost priority. 

Trying to win a point is probably what 
pennies is ail about. That is (he reoson 
wbv poliduans do i>4 stop at anything— 
vK^tmg norms, diluting institutions and 
weakening (radilinnb. lotting down on 

oppenent in the eyes of the people is aU 
that matters. Lacking sensitivity for 
instiiulions and not realising the possible 
repercussions his remarks may have, 
R^v Gandhi has tried lo expose the 
army (o raw politics. This can Kami 
both—the Prime Minister as well as the 
armed forces. 9 
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The fall of the 
tw oAruns 

Why did Arun Nehru and Aran Singh fall out with Rajiv? 
A detailed recotxstruction of what really happened 





i t IS Ilf I lie* cndvinnK mystvn^ 

1 4 mi idem Jndun piijiix's. When 
Kajiv Gandhi hecame rriiiiv 
MinisKT (in «il <K'ti>bvr. )9H4. hi* 
rained twn i*|i>sv fruitds 1 u \tim- 
iKWii Ilf immvnsv mflueik'c and power. 
Ann Nehru, his >iwly cuusin. iinik hn 
place »s general nviTiiary of ihe Cun- 
Krt'ssd) iind »i*( about orKamsmK iht' 


fiirthi'uniinii Koneral eleilMin. Arun 
S«Kh. hm lacMuni Doim Schuot aitd 
CambndjEe buddy, became his par- 
Ikimimury seaeUry. moved Mo the 
hvne Mirtisier'n uflKe ((*MU) and all 
but ran the ftovemment un hn behalf. 

After the Canjtrc$s(trs bndsbde vk- 
lory in Ihe t December 19M election. 
Kapv formalHed this amnpemeni. Ann 
Nehru took the re¬ 
latively luw profile 
)ub (rf minister of 
power so that he 
could continue lo 
look after the party, 
while Singh con- 
\ linued ei Ihe PMO. 
functuniAg. in cotpo- 
rale terms, as ex- 
euAive assesUM to 
Ihe Prvne Minisier 
of India. 

Then suddenly, it 
was all over. In 
October 1986. Rajiv 
reshuffled Hs council 
of minisiers. Arun 
N^iru—raised some 
months earber to the 
dusying heights of 
Ihe mifkstry of inter¬ 
nal security—was 
unce remoniously 
dropped The folow- 
big summer, in the 
uf the Dofbrs 
affair. Anin Smidi— 
by then, defence 
mnsier*-annuunced 
lhai he was resigning. 
And this swimer. 
Singh even revu 
gned his seat in 


the Ra)ya Sabha and gMve up on Indian 
politics for good. 

What liad gone wrung!* Kven after he 
was sacked. Nehru mamlaincd a hurt 
silence. Kajiv. uf course, look the hue 
that it was his prerugatwe to drop 
whoever he liked. Arun Singh has al¬ 
ways refused to talk lu the press. After 
he resigned, tw turned down innumer' 
able requests for interviews and kepi his 
peKe. Rajiv, too. would only let on that 
he fell 'beirayed' by Singh; no other 
details were forthcoming. 

*n»n. last month, the Prune Minister 
broke his silence m his Sunmay inter¬ 
view. About Nehru he said that he had 
heard the stones that he was conspiring 
against him but while he didn't believe 
them then, now he was not su sure. 
About Singh, he said, that he regarded 
the reasons his fnend offered for his 
resignation as unconvincing, that “there 
was something that was not coming 
out”. 

Ofl (be record, he was mure forth- 
coming, tio was Nehru, who, only six 
munths ago, had first touched on the 
debcate suhfect of his resignation in a 
lengthy interview to Sunimv, Only 
Singh remained silent and unreachable. 
Nevertheless, by talking to those who 
knew him iwell and others who had a 
ringside view of the events uf 1965-86. 
SuKi<Av was able to reconstruct ifw fall 
of the two Anins. 

Pven in those heady days of 1965. 
Kvthuse who saw Arun Singh and Arun 
Nehru as ^ring tlie same kind ^ 
relationship with Rajiv Gandhi were 
seriously mistaken. A^n Nehru was not 
a chfldhood friend of the Rrme Minis¬ 
ter's. A distanc couain, his earliest links 

had been with Sarsay and he owed his 
firs: taste of power lo Indira Gandhi, not 
her son. from 1981 onwards, he func¬ 
tioned as one of her advisers, helping 
orchestrate such moves as the toppling 
of Karuoq Abdullah and supervising IT 
politics. He worked closely with Rajiv 
but was never his protdgd. 



Arun on the other lund. was in 
politics simply lu help Kajiv. The Singhs 
«ind tlK* Gandhis had been vktse fiiends 
(ur many years, lakinx annual hobdavs 
together and Sf». when Mrs (randhi 
asked her soi> to succeed his brother as 
iKir*apparent, Kajiv insisted that Sinid> 
shift to Delhi to l>elp him. tnitiafly, Singh 
was relueiant lf» give his )ob with 
Keckiii and Coienian in Cakittia and 
enter pohtks. Moreover, he alfui had 
doubts about Mrs (ianArs styte- he* 
lud been a vihsI entr of the Kntergen- 
ey. Kimilly, however, tlie obhitattoA to 
help an old Intend Kxjpled wnh the 
op|x»rtunity to create a new. U‘ehn'X'ra* 
til liKjut prov’eil irresistible. Singh canv 
to IMhi, w<is elected to the K4)ya Sabha 
and began to operate uui of Kajiv's offge 
Mt Moidal Nehru Marg. 

After the assassirutHin. Nehru moved 
tjuii'kly to secure the sik cession by 
bulldo;ong (riani Xad Stngh into swearing 
Ka]iv m and once he became Hnme 
Minister, ii was Nehru he 
hirned to for polilKal arlvne. 

Ill a seii«e, K«iiiv was merely 
preserving the rule his 
mother had t reated for his 
cousin. Nehru's grasp of 
rvnipi>htik. Ins shrewdly 
iiianipiiliihve nalure and his 
ability os a fiiiidnollector 
were all rjUrililies tiidl Kapv 
lai’ked. Kr>wever. for the 
real work of rc*i'asiing the 
government in hts own im* 
age. lor creataig the new 
India 1 ^ the 21st I'enUiry. it 
was his friend S.ngli he 
I limed to. 


aakmg him (u drop in for a iup of u>Het* 
with l^jiv lo lelebraie (hi* ai'cifrd wIikIi 
had be^ tinaksed fin* prevgius night. 
Nehru s suppcffi of Hite»war Sadua wds 
loialK Ignored 

Anin Sm»d< had few pohey differem'es 
with Hajiv. He agreed wrth Iht* gmera 
meni's direilMi and was TiM with 
hope, rhe probkoi lieie was one <g 
siyk*. As KajivV purlui.imilary* setYel- 
ary. hi* l>eiame his iimidiT, a kind of 
I^C. Aleundei md K.K. ftfuiwAii mik'd 
mto'one. 'IIhs nieaiii (liat Iw conlniHid 
al w*ces> to the iTiine Miiasier .'ind 
fixed his iqipotfnnK*nts. Kven Kagv's 
hesi fnends wig iora ede llul he is a had 
manager id his own tani' and mi IH: I^sk 
of Iwndhng his appraninienis Mam bi** 
canH* fairly traunialr. 

One mstanci* was a inet'tuig wiili 
loniKT US seiKtiiry <4 stale llenrv 
Kissmger, ,MliT Kissmgef asked if ht* 
i*ould pay a coum*sv rol on the f*rane 
Minisler. Smgh gave Mni 4S nsmiles 


wrth Kajiv. As ri turned oul, Kigiv 
enjoyed the meeting »o nuuh that hi' 
ki'pt talking for two hrsii s, throwing all 
lus other appiNminenls out of g.ar, 
btngh was livxf. Rajiv was uniepentanl. 
Whv sliould lie, as IVuiie Minister of 
India, not sjM*nd tiim* talking to soim - 
body hi* found inleresling.' Nonsense, 
Mud Singh, ever the* propiT executive, a 
siheduk* IS 21 schedule. Kven I he I'S 
PresKk'iil does not arbitrarily prolong 
nii'etihgs. 

Kajiv I'learly lK.'gan to I in* of having to 
run his hfe MCurding to .Singirs ruk*s. 
Savs a fnerid of biilh: ''IIk* turning puint 
was IIh' IIS I rip in !tMr>. (ill tlum, Hapv 
had been Mi'ptical of the eiiplvirin in 
India. liut ockv lie saw iluit even tlw 
West iK'nisverl him as lieing u terrific 
I'nna* Minister, he bi-gan to woiKk'r 
why he needi*d 1 o be guided hy I he 
ArwiH,' 

Rjipv's first move was to iMt Aiuri 
Singh out <if the I'MO. Hesavsiwiw ^ on 


AruT Singn {Mfij ina amn i 




After the assa$sinatkMi, ftehni 
moved qukkiy to secure the 
succession by butUozing ZaH 
Sir^ into swearing Rajiv in. 
Once be became Prime Mi nl ster, 
it was Nelmi he looked to for 
political advice. But for (he real 
work of recasting the 
government in his own Image, it 
was his friend Arun Stngh that he 
turned to 


Ihroughout I9M5. NHiru 
looked after party affars. He 
was consulted, tixi. on all 
major decisions but--it soon 
became clear-his advice 
was not always followed. An 
instance is the Punjab 
accord. If you bcdieve Rajiv's 
friends, then Nehru w'as nev* 
er for the accord, which he 
regarded as a sign of weakness. Accord¬ 
ing to Nehru, however, he supported an 
2 u;cord but nut this version which he 
thought was doomed to ^ure because it 
Ignored Prakash ^ngh badal, Kajiv dis¬ 
regarded his reservations, preferred 
Ariun Singh's advice that the accord was 
certain to stick and went ahead tmyway. 

By the time the Pnme Minister was 
ready to sign the As&am accord, he had 
deciM to exclude the 'negative* Nehru 
from the negotiating ptnem entirely 
The first Nehru learnt of the accord was 
when he got a cal from the I'rime 
Miraater's houae early one morning. 


the record Ihnl he thought it was 
wmog to have key advist^rs. Hut that, m 
any case, this was a pronurtKUi fx'cause 
though lechnK'sUy. Singh's new designs* 
(km was minister fur defencx* research 
and organisation, he was. effect ivelv, 
the defence minister of India. lie con* 
cirdes, however, that Singh didn't M-e it 

that way. He senst'd that moving him 
nut of the HMO was an attempt to 
dimmish his authority and Kajiv tried to 
make him feel that he was still pan of the 
inner cirrk by jdving a fek*p|jiine I hat 
was connected through ilw J*Mf)'s 
switchbiwrd. 
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Begant Excluslvd. Eochonttng 
Th^Sltk People 


And the woll finish to 
comptement their style. 

LiMl Silk. 


Ihe softest sheen In shades 
of lochlsttcatlon With a feel 
ricW than ever before. 


UAdSHk. 


For woks that are Silk to the 
touch. 


Drape your walls with luxol Silk 
Ihe richest emulsion In the world. 


Berger 
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W hAtfvrr Nirhrua differences with 
Kajiv liver Hnine 

Miiitsicr still thourzht highly uf bs 
cousin'i ability. In late 19H5. he made 
Nehru minister for internal securtiy with 
responsibilitkH that were sn vast that 
^xmiparisnns with Heria iSlakn's heiu’h* 
man) betaine inevtlablc. And. while he 


Many o( the reports focused on the 
bureaucracy's dwJhJsrwnent with Ka^v. 
"Ute bureaucrau feel that he has failed 
the examnatioA of jcovemaoce/' said 
<ine. Another iKrted: “IAS officers feel 
that the IVme Mnstef s lips eel tared 
before he has read half a pa^e of a 
report." Then there were reports on hts 
personal life. One went so Car as to 
siifCffest that too many ‘undesirable’ 
forefem-rs were vtsitinj; Kace Course 
kind. 

kajiv didn't find any of this amusing. 
He told Nehru that the IB was lying, and 
perhaps it vras lymg at his behest. 

Then, there was the matter <if the 
1'upc‘s visit. Sonia Gandhi wished, quite 
naturally, lo receeve the Holy Father at 
the airport. Nobody found this at al 
ofeectnnaUe lifl it dawned (M thein that 
she wtwld have to kneel on the tarmac 
and kiss ta% ring. So. Arun Nehru 
advised agauisi H. The domestic poktical 
cunsequences of such an act ha. he 
argued, were touVy unaneptable. Arun 



/ .o«w 
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S«gh agre^ So finally, did ^v. But 
Nehru's friends feel that this turned 
Sonia ajpinst the two Anms. 

It (bdn't help when Nehru acted 
against Christian missionaries. He took 
the line that as the missionahes received 
Ks «23U cmres annually from abroad 
withoiA submitting any accounts, they 
ought to be booted out. To his critics, 
the move smacked of xenophobia and 
Hindu fundamentahsm. A Belgian priest 
wrote a personal letter to S<Aia begging 
her tu urge her husband to reconsider. 
Kajiv sununoned Nehru who refused lo 
yield. (Another version of this encounter 
has it that when kajiv raised the subject. 
Nehru »aid. "(Mt. you are referring to 
the fetter from that Helinan." “I tow do 
you know what s in the iHler?^ " asked a 
suspicious Rajiv. “Oh." said Nehru 
bUndly, “it's tlW hcAH* tiunistry sjob to 
keep an eye on your mail." Nobody will 
confirm this version oh the record.) 

Finally. Kajiv had the order resiinded 
by htxne minster Hula Smgh when 
Nehru was down with a he 
art attack in Snnagar. 

’(he last straw, <i{ 4 Mr<*nl* 
ly, was the Muslim Women’H 
Hill, (nitially. Kajiv had sup* 
ported the Shah Hnno judg* 
iiient aix} asked Arif Moiiam* 
nvid Kh.in lo defend it in 
Parliauient. Ilien. as; preKH* 
ure friAi the Muslim com* 
niunily iiHiuiited, he cltangvd 
his mmd, asked iinnDier 
nnmstcr to attai'k the judg 
meni and drafted the Hill. 

Anf regarded this as bet* 
rayal; Kajiv. on tlie other 
hand. iH^kJ that hi' was mere* 
ly being responsive l<» public 
iipcnion. Nehru tiiok Anfs 
»de. said ihat he regarded 
the UimarouiKl as a sign of 
weakness and befitted Rajiv 
for letting Aril down. 1'he 
Prime Minister wan peeved. 
Why. he wondered, was 
Nehru getting so worked up 
<n'er Artf? 


was jd^id to be nd of Singli’s c'rAimt at 
the (*M<>. Kajiv gave his fiiend a loUHy 
free Itand at the defence iimusln- • “I 
rarely interfered." he say's now. 

Both tl>e Aruns enpiyed their new 
niini»lcrial rcspunsibaktivs: pcihApd they 
enjoyed them too much. Arun Nehru 
certamly set femseM (a a cuHiskA course 
with Rajiv. The differences were minor 
but they began to add up. 

In early ]98h. he forwarded several 
reports from the Intelligence Bureau 
(IB) to the Prime Minister. 


Ann Nthn took M Wohammad 
Khan's side ovef (he Mu^im 
Women's BHI issue. He reprded 
the government’s tu maround as a 
sign of weakness and berated 
Rajiv for letting Arif down. A 
peeved Rajiv wondered why 
f^ehru was getting so worked up 
over Arif 


T here was 3 background Ui tins 
ckAbt. For much uf Rajiv had 
been hearing many stories about Arun 
Nehru and his prutdges. ’IV gossips 
said that Nehru regarded Kajiv as a naive 
and inept politk.ian whom he had raised 
to the prime minstership. Now. he was 
planning to topple him. His strategy was 
dimple; he would instaO his own men in 
key pusitiuns in the Cabinet and in the 
slates and (hen. at the first sign of 
trouble. Nehni’a protdgds wuuld vote 
Rajiv um and put their mentor in. 





8PM tAt RCPOftT 


H^iv uy$ now that he dkln’i believe 
the stone$. Nehru says he did—he is 
very suKeptible to conspiracy ihcones. 
he suftiteMa Kut despite (he fact that 
Nehru's critics came ft^ all over (Cun* 
Kress vice presideni \t)un Shuth was a 
prime mover uf the conspiracy theury: 
»u was Bhu editor K.K. Karanpa and— 
oddly enouj^— so were press baron 
Kainnath (loenka and Parsi*Bntish lex* 
lile maimate Nusli Wadial. Rajiv insists 
lhal he refused to believu tt«m. 

However^ there were other prob* 
lems. Nehru had hmK been the party's 
uniifficial fund*eollecior. He could cal up 
industrialists at will and demand nvmey 
in the l^me Minister's name. Now. 
Kajiv besan to hear that nut all the 
money reached party funds. Some of it. 
said Nehru's enemies, went tnwards 
builchnK up his uwn power base. 

I'his enticism was delivered most 
foaefuRy by Ottavio QuattrochL the 
Delhi repreM^niative of SnnmproKeiti. 
the Italian iruilinaiH>nal. (juaiiriKhi n a 
close friend of Ka;iv's and Sonia's. In 
I9h6» he was n«K<)tiatuix nn behalf of 
Snam (and Saipem) for the contrxt to 
budd the HBJ pipeline. Ann Nehru had 
been put in charge of the deal m 19H5 
and Uuaitrucht had assumed that this 
meant that Snam would pet it. 

Hut by the summer of 19A6. Quat- 
truchi was nervous. Bvery sinpie cum- 
miltee recommendation had pone 
apainst bnam and in fovour of Spie 
Capap. a Krench contender. It was a 
plot, he feared. Nehru had ripped the 
i.ummittees by using trusted minions 
like Cabinet secretary KK. Kaul. 
What's more. Nehru bepan (o treat 
Quattr<Khi in an off-hand manner. 

'Hie Italian went to Sonia and Kajiv 
and suppested that Nehru had been paid 
off by (he PrerKh. I don't if Seam 
doesn't pet (he contract, he said, but 
you should be aware (hat your trusted 
fnend is stabbing you in the back. By 
then. Kajh* had bm advised by every¬ 
one—Arun Singh. V.P. Sinph. Oo(m 
A rora. etc.—th^ it would look bad if 
Snam put the deal, so he let it po to Spie 
C.ipap. But he began to have real doubts 
about Arun N^u. 

Rajiv's friends say that there were 
other such instances. Goenka toU him 
that Nehru had used a BSK plane to 
coBeci two steel trunks k>ad^ with 
currency notes from Uhirubhai Ambant 
Who was (he money meant for? *rhe 
Cunpressd) or Arun Nehru?. 

Nehru miticed (he signals. He sensed 
that Kajiv had ceased to trust him 
though, he says, he couldn't figure out 
why. In May, he says, he sent Kajiv a 
note offering to quit The Prime Minis¬ 


ter sent fur him and toU ham he wuuUn't 
accept the resignaiion: why didn't Nehru 
becune UP chief minister, instead? 
Nehru refused 

Nehru then begat) to go to llie home 
nunstry fur only a few hours a day. 
citing yi health. Hut by then. Kapv had 
0 vei) P. Chidambaram additional durge 
of the Diiemal security portfolio with the 
specific brief of cuttmg Nohru down to 
siae. In August. Nehn tried again to 
leave. M.L. Focedar. the l^w Mns- 
ter's pohtKaf adviser caRed him and told 
hrni (hat Kajiv would not accept his 
resignaiion. 

In September, laced with rumuurs 
lhal he no longet enjoyed Kiev's (rust. 
Nehru sent n a third resignatiun. I'his 
lime Rajiv caled hm and supported he 
become high comnussiofier to the UK 
for SIX mcinths. IV offer was msuHoig 
and Nehru proudly refused, saysig ihM 
he preferred to remain an cmhnaiy Ml* 

What happened next depends im 
whum you bebeve. Kapv says he caled 


Nehru over again. Apparently, he t<il<l 
lam that there were t<v> nuiny lUones 
about hmi r^smg mmey in the iViniv 
Minister's r>arne and that he couldn't 
c'untatue m the government. Nehru siivs 
this meelif« never took place. (A third 
interpretation »(hat Kajiv is reterrinp u* 
the meeting where he offen^d him thi> 
high comiiiissionership.) 

In any event, one fine mnnimp. K:ijw 
reshuffle the Cabinet. And Neliru wns 
no longer a member. Sini'e tlwn. Ivith 
men have hated each other. ihiHipli <4 
cuurse each ix icv> well brought uj) to 
express it lhal cmdely. 

don't like saying this," says Arun 
Nehru today, “bul Kajiv (landhi's 
colene is donuiuled hy pv<iple wIk» are 
nut in the country's best interests. Just 
hNih at the rtssirds uf those who went to 
Kat e Course Koad in iWtdand you1l see 
what I mean." 


Sonii Gandhi's desire to receive 
the Pope It the airport meant that 
she would hive to kneel on the 
tarmac and kiss his ring. Arun 
Nehrv objected, irfumf that the 
political conse<tuences of such an 
action were unacceptable. 
Nehru’s frwnds leel that tiiis 
turned Sonia against him 


IVriutps. And then again, pvrluips 
nut. Hut there's no doubt that by l^>. 
Arun Nehru and his wile Sul4iadra hud 
liecomr mfrequent visitors to the Fnnie 
Master's house. SirangiHy enough, so 
had Arun Singh and his wife Neviw. 'I'his 
was unusual heniase Neeru and Sonia 
had been vtrlunlly inseparable bt*lw«*tMi 
\W2 and 19HS. Hut some tiim' iu IHKK. 
they fdl out: a squabble th;it nobody 







involved wents to talk about. 'IV 
that separated Anin Setjth's house frucn 
R^v’s was locked and the cloae rela- 
tkjftship dttsoJved. 

Kor all tha» Kajiv <M not A)w the* 
wives' problefns to affect his pr^Msiun* 
al relationship with Aruiv But even 
there. professMMl differences had aepi 
in. A bone ol contention was the con* 
troversial speech at the Conaresi 
centenary in December 1965. 'Hie on* 
gina] draft was worited out by Shanda 
iVasad. Gopi Arora and Mini Shankar 
Aiyar. It then went to the two Arons. 
Nehru thought it was 'weak‘. but Singh 
was more specific in his critkisms. It 
bcked substance, he said. Where was 
the vision of the new India that Rapv had 
entered pofiiica to aeaie? Hus was the 
same old rubbish. So. the J’MO's draft* 
ing committee was given a new brief: 
attack the power •brtAers. say you are 
going to change things, etc. 'Vht civi 
servants protested that it was not in the 
best taste to abuse Congressmen who 
were celebrating a centenary. "Louk," 
said Singh. "Kajiv Gandhi is nut just 
another Prime Minister. He vril either 
break the mould or the mould wil break 
him. So let's not waste time worrying 
about being nice.'* 

The speech was rewritten to Singh’s 
brief. He sti M not approve ti a final 
para outbang a visiOA of a new Indw was 
added. Kajiv went with Singh's revum* 
mendatkxts and dekvered the spr^h 
only to find himself accused of doing 
euctly what the PMO had warned Singh 
against: abusing his foflowers, 

’llw experience made him thmk itgain 
about the value of Singh’s advice. And if 
the truth be loW. confronted by the 
reaktica of governance, he was begin 
ning to lose some of his enthusiasm fur 
'breaking the mould'. "'I'he l*nme Mints* 
ter of India." he tukl friends. '‘canivH 
afford to be a yuppie." 

Aware that Kajiv was irying to break 
free uf his influence and conscious of the 
strains m their personal rtbgkjmdup. 


bmgh decided to make the most of his 
new assgpvnenl at the defence ninistry. 
h helped that he had always been 
fascinated by warfve. And il hdped also 
that the ChikcfAni^ Staff was General 
K. Sundarjl. a bright, supiwucated. 
articulate officer who got ca with Saupi. 

While Satgh was ^fence maister 
(technicaly. Ibjiv was the Cabinet 
minister and Sir«h only s minister of 
slate but this was a formabty). Sundasji 
received the hand of official sponsorship 
that no army duef had ever received 
before. He had a dweet Ui to the 
minisler and saw no need to waste his 
time on the ervi servants who were 
sigipoaed to be a buffer betwe e n mns* 
ters and soUlem. And Ragv slowed ttas 
rektkinsli^ between Sdigh and Sundarg 
to fioinK 

By late 1966. after Anm Nehni'i 
ouster. Ra|iv's re btio ns h^ with Anai 


Bybte 1986. Ihe Gandhis ind 
(he Singhs rarely met SMiaHy. 
Arun and Heena lelt that (hey had 
been elbowed out by Amitabh and 
Ajitabh Bachchan and their 
wivss. More than once. Singh 
told Rajiv that the Bachchans 
were vulgar and would uKImately 
embarrass fwn 


Singh was mer^y 
that of a Prime 
MiBter and tis de* 
fence maister. iW 
two now rarely met 
sndaly. Saigh and 
Neera felt that they 
had been eftowed 
out by Amitabh skI 
Ajitabh bachchan 
and thea wives, jaya 
and Komula. The 
Bachchans, Singh 
told Rgjiv on more 
than one occasion, 
were vulgar and 
would ulliraaiely 
embarrass him. 
SVhrn Rapiv refused 
\u ksien. Sinidi pul 
his objections in 
wTHfig. TUt Bach* 


retakaled by tekiw Kagv that Singh was 
laiduly possessive. And as for the afiejgi- 
lin that they were crooks from the 
Bombay fikn ndusiry. vffio was Singh to 
get so self*righCeous? After id. hadn't he 
rented Ns farmhouse to Agtabh Badi< 
chan? And wasn't he acceptaif^ a portion 
of the rent in bbek? 


T he real break, however, came over 
Dperaikin Brassiacfcs. 1l>e opera* 


I Operatkm Brassiacfcs. 1l>e opera* 
lion, on the l*^ualan border, had been 
Sundvji's dream. It was among the 
biggest and most extensive exercises 
ever bunched by the Indian army and 
had made the Pakistanis extremely ner* 
vous. Kafiv is said to have told the 
Pakistani foreign minrsiry that India 
would scab down the operabot though 
he now denies d. In any event. Bras* 
stacks went ahead pretty much as 
phmed. 

To the Pakistanis, the decision to 
proceed with Brasstacks amounted to a 
tacit deckaraibn of war. What better 
cover could there be for an attack than a 
massive military operation that was 
already underway? They reacted accor* 
dingly. After their own exercises, they 
nstructed their troops not to withdraw 
from the border and put their army on 


The Indian anny saw things different* 
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ly. [t took ihc line that mtHtaiy exeroses 
were routine matters ihai should not 
have unduJy wumed the Pakisurus. The 
fad that Pakistani troops were *tn alen 
meant that they were {ivepHnns to 
attacks u&in^ the aUej^ed proviKation of 
Brassiai’ks a& an exinise. 

In this almosi^iere of mutual sus|n- 
I'kin. It was only irtevitable that tempters 
r(»sc and hoih iXHjnlrvs went lo the 
brink of war. 

Arun was sent (rtr. He cvhoerl 
the anny's line that Pakisiaiu fears over 
Krasstacks were and ihai the 

whok* ihmK WAS just an excuse to justify 
un <Uta<'k (HI indu. Sundurii arfM his 
r>wn two bits l^d(isuii» hi* mamiMined, 
dearly wanted war. Well, he s«d. hi* 
would 0ve It to them, (ndu was now 
ide^illy pkK*ed to thrash Ihi* Paks and 
teach ily ni a kssun they wotdd m'wr 
furi^et. 

Kajiv was appalk*d. Was the mihtw 
trymiit lo push hmi int<» a wat hr did not 
want^ He ordered Sundani to witlidruw 
troops at rmie, called /m and bejun to 
talk peaie. The* enaia was defu^. 

Kajiv blamed Arun Scudv How had hi* 
let matters jitet to this '•tape.*' Civil 
servants, etivHnjs of Sundxni s access to 
binph, (old Kaiiv that their muusier had 
detnoiished the civihan authority of the 
defence mniistry. lie was hke a htilr Un* 
playinp w)t)i toy soldiers, they sup 
pestixi. 

All of thi:« inerstiiK'd the rase sniiK' 
whai. Kajiv was dofeiKC mimsteii Ik* 
c<*uUI nol escapt' responsihiUtv b) biane 
injrii all on Saiph- Hut perhaps suht'ori 
sciuuslv, It was whai the lYnne Minister 
wanted lo hear: the man who had tried 
lo tell him what to do htd, kit on his 
own. nearly taken the country lo war! 

'ITio deferKv crisis was used to slsft 
V.P, Smith from finance (where lit had 
beccHiK something of a musarKei io 
defence as Arun Smph’s Cabmei mini»- 
ter. Kajiv took the itnusiul step of 
writing the Kaja a letter, saying that he 
fell that the avihan authonty <if tk 
defence ministry was being undermined 
and that it was V.K ^kngirs jot to 
restore iL 

B y the time V.P. Singh rcsijtned 
from the Cabinet, ri^liuns be¬ 
tween Arun Smgh and Kajiv were at an 
all time low. The two hardly epufce and tf 
Singh wanted an appointment, he had tc 
do it through official channels. 

Once V.P. Singh quit. Kajiv gave K.C 
Pant Oit defence mnisiry and wrote hen 
a letter identical to the one he had 
written the Kaja, Unhke V.P. Smgh. 
(’ant took the letter senoualy and ctii off 
Sundatji’a icceaa to the mmuiry. Now. 



fotffrm vmy ehief k. Sundafp 


Anm Saigh became juai another mmisier 
of Slate, working under a Cabinet minis- 
irr Ih* did not ceapecl. 

Ii was al a lar cry frun the days when 
hi* had ixime lo Hdh to create a new 
Indu 01 'break iht* mould*. He asked fnr 
and wan finafly granted a rr»eung with 
Kajiv. It was no good, he said. Ihis 
wasn't wliv he had jcimed publicu. He 
would Um' to return to hn uid ktb at the 
PM(I ig. better sti, d Kajiv had no 
further need for him. he would flve up 
poiKkN altogether. 

Kdiid with lh» difficuti decision. Kajiv 
HlalkxJ. let nr thitifc about il lie said. 

Ihree weeks after that firsi idlima- 
lutii. Kapv met Arun aga^ No. be said, 
lliere was no room him at the PMO. 
Kme. snd Arun. then I quit, ^hy, Rajiv 
wanted lo know, was he su set on 
resigning.' Smgh spent an hour expUah 
tng that the reason he had jumed pokucs 
no kriiger ;>ppbed. There was no move to 
break the mould or to create a new 
India. WeL swl RagN'. what did he think 
had gone wrtmg? Sengh tned explaining. 
Kajiv disagreed. Uter, the Prune Mirus- 
ter was to say ik the meetaig: "He just 
said that thmgs are not goeig as he 
imagined and things should have 
changed hkc* the. 1 sanl: 'You (ell me 
what.* And there was not anything really 
»obstargul that we coidd gu on bargain* 
mg over." 

And so. CanAi Inst his second 
Arun And hex erstwhile best friend 

W hat do you do when you are 
perceived as one of India's most 
poweftuf persons and then suddenly, 
lose all your power? Partly, you rt*ahse 
how much of ynur status depended on 
the whims o( one man. And then, you 
decide whether you want to stick arowd 


now that yiiuVe fallen out with ihn man 
aivl prove that you didn't really need 
han: or wliether you want to call it a day 

Ajun Scnjdi has chosen Ihe latter 
course: he has gone into inipnsod 
exile m the Kumaon Hills. 

ArunNehnj. however, ban chosen ihe 
himier alternative. He believes ihal 
has a future in Indian politics indcpen* 
dent nf Najiv. His cousin doesn’t ihink 
so. Asked about Anin Nehru's stilus as 
an (^>pobitk>n leader, he sneered: "1$ 
ht*? I don’t know, lei's sec lum win an 
eleclkn. From anywhere.” 

Nehru is distressed by this smirking 
He refuses (u defend hi» electoral 
credentials, such as they are. "KaKically. 
Kapv will indubie in falsehoods as he has 
to justify his own posilKm. ’ he main* 
lams. "Now. why ho is making state* 
mems on what happened three years 
ago » best known to him. Maybe he 
feels I here is s need to justify his 
actions. Kut the tart of the matter is that 
he has made a mess of things.” 

The personal relationship is in tatters 
Many of Rajiv’s advisers thought it 
would be a ruce touch for him to attend 


Tht real break with Arun Singh 
came over Operation 6ras$tacks, 
Singh took the army's line that 
Pakistani fears over the 
Operation were bogus, General 
Su ndarj j added that India was 
ideally piked to thrash the Paks. 
Rajiv was appalled and blained 
Singh lor lethng matters get to 
this stage 


the wed^ng of Nehru’s daughter. Kadhi- 
ka. but the Prime Minister was adamant. 
Says Nehru bilierly: "(f you analyse the 
bst three years, they are full nf petty 
acts. It IS unfoTtunate that he did not 
attend the wedding. It was a family 
occasKxi. ’Hiere was no question of 
rxihtK’s. He wish mvited just as other 
members of the family were mvited and 
if is very sad that he neither acknow¬ 
ledged the inviiatkm nur came to the 
weddmg." 

Obvmsly, Kajw doesn't think it »ad, 

at all. He feels some regret about Arun 
Singh, but seems to have only loatiwg 
for Nehru. As he sayat "Aran Singh 
resigned from the ministry. Arun Nehru. 
I just dropped. 'Oiey are two different 
things." 

Bui are they, really!' 

Seaiiia Murtala wWi Sundav tnrrain 
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Anybody who has even a passing ac(|uaintance 
electrics knows that Kiiioskar Electric is a leai 

specialist welding equipment. 


with 
leader in 


But did you know that we are the first Indian company 
to design and develop a tyre fiance re-building plant that 
increases the life of a railway wheel by at least a 100%? 


K.l»lw.(V whirls .KklHtlU h>t 


|VirT 


or iht' 


111 It; MX’II js cimn III I Ik* 

IiuIliji f<,iil\v.os (Sri'S of wK'i’U 
an made Ihnn AUw skvI, a 

'nlM.mtMl p**n ol ti impi'nixf IK- 
uKi III a ssfxvl Is I III I« vi*r> huh 
Ik'iaijv ol rill' hrisy KHt wImc 
iii'^*o(kiiiiki« lurws I III’ llin/.i* wiMts 
in II iiiuJi 1.1 s(n 1 1 till ihi' irtsKl h> 
thi' fMsi I he \H\]\ iiii'tlviid ol 
siKaitiin; suih w lhvl si’l*> was lo 
yi\\‘ a MilManiial ml to IhhIi ilr 
m ail ami tiu’ (linin' arnl 
t^i't tlw ii'i|ihii\l prottlt’ lh»s iii'i 
onl> iouMiiihsI iiHtk UiIh iuiu 
Hoiks Imh also kiIuunI ihi' Idi* i4 
i }iro|ilril wIhvIs 
ill h>‘M, 

Mil rail was 

ajiiioiiiics 
.tski'il Klrll^kM 

I ImiK il.h.i'Hn 
on Mil' Miilial 


witrk JcNK’ h) kl>Sc) I iK*kjv>w, 
wr sfoaikJ <k'st);n jihI 
a Mui liiir hH rx’ huildmt: flanf^i'v 

I Ih’ priKcy* wiHiki IM 
niMhih'i^'iJ ars'Wi’kJing kxhnHnicN 
ami itK tho iMi* i4 a w4kcI Inmi 
cigln viMts to.MineKt rvM'nn Vke 
wi’ir lii^ly Ihu Mh* prulMi'nis 

inv'oM’d vivit' (Ally dinncing 

Thi’ wvkJinK kjviss'how 
itiiuintl liv thi’ K'h was ni4 onl) 
mlvanttnl htit drpcmJi'd i>n a 
iisni]M<r9i v’t of ckitntnl ami 
I’k'ihiinK furanictcrs Ihrilirni 
waruiiJ to nuximisc auioniiiih'ti lo 
i’listin aliiKM «N<cnihl)' lirw 
n’ hnikliiig sficcvK. as hvII as 
iifKTIliH ^kt>’ Wt’IC vtv chi’n 

rwiing in wlu'ic anfii’ls tear lo 

tmhl? i^iiti' likeK' Ikit. w 
ri'i'konod. ihuhing vciKiirs’d niHhiti)^ 
)V"i*rd Wr vkJ >’i*s 

(he isMiKi’ ol all pHxKvniig 
Wink ts a siion^ inf^'nHKis and 
iraiginativv cn^iiKi'niig tcairi 
with Mw’ fkiiK’iHV and ihr 
l^•fn^»l(rH11l in w’lxk 
kii >vars nil k ilcMgns 
and m.inuLKtuits a 
nuchine 




m 

f 


the (tM.M inv’iMvfrncnt and continuous 
gimlamt and insi)!hrs ol the clienii 
Wi’ Mx'rc lutkv We had K'tH 

hca* at*’ some r\.uni>les of 
the dcTn.liids in this jiM) 

• DiflKultKs imiMmf iii n’*hoj|ding 
flanges iM sficcul hi>*h larKn 
strt’l 

• Kc-hntkliog /lir^gcs Ntnihoot 
pn'hcaunji 

• Autonuting ihv eniiA* process 
with cktrninK li>^c al^d aLsi> using 
ihnr W 4 *ldmg heads simultaneously 
loi high prisduclivify 

Wc must ha\r thnu' a ppfiiy 
giNKl p'h Acuiuh' alia the irul 
ortk r ol ^ machino in 197 d.«J. 
liulun Railway's plK’tx) .inoihcr 
onk’i lor 1 ) nionr malh^rK^ m IW** 
VMxat, y’lhj nuy v^vll xsk. 
nukes iLs take im such chalicnipng 
fiM»« ihac iMhers worn iiuich' [ne 
truth IS st.incl<ird miMors • • snull. 
nK'tiium and Uigt* aA: our hreud 
and hutfa Wc make them seiih an 
enormous Amount i>( care because 
iHir livehlkiixl depends ai ihi'in 
Hui It., tite (rally lough joh. tfvii 
give us iKtt kicks Wc don't just 
thn^n i*n them, w nec’d them to 
led alive What wc are doing is 
dcsvkiping tcchnoli’tgiial musc le and 
inv.iluat 4 c expenw and cxpcncncc 
11 saves the coimtA' crorcs in lu reign 
cxehan^ And it cfocs wonders to 
ciur Ncir-confidcncc and the 
conlidcncf our customers has’c in 
u* They kruw ihai wlien nobody 
I dsc can do the job. Kifloslot 
l:k*cinc will 



KIRLOSKAR 
ELECTRIC 
COMWkNY LTD 

Rrf*d Oflicr Imiiisintil Suburb, Kaiaiirufpr, 
htfValureSOOOlO 


When nobody else can do the job, Kirloskar 


will. 
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Who missed Tripathi? 

The absence of Kamlapuii Tripathi at the recent AICC(I) session in 

Delhi went virtually unnoticed 


T ltr r«i'ent Ail'Indin C<jnKres>(l)C<> 
ntmiltev* Kirs^um in Delhi ihe 
irsuiil mn or'thc*mill affiiii' witli 
fiyccipbanis iiK>ulhin£ Ihe Sticie pUti- 
ludtfS in pnii:<e of Kiijiv (Mtidhi ;ind 
critk'isinK Ihc V,|^ Siii»h-k*d 0)]p<hu 
lion. There ih* inin»KpiH'tH>nand rx> 
ai tempi (<» lake Ktix k of Ihe siIiuImki ;<« 
n cuHied. In sibori. it would not Iwvp \ 
bvon worth iik>niii »nfn>; Ikxi it mK U*t*i) 
(<ir (4)e noUi^abk fact Uw al)siiKv ol 
vcictaii CiMiiiircH^man K^nildpali Tn 
pnihi A few who wen* slight Iv more 
ub)ec(ivr tlwn the 'h>vali5i>t wlMidomin- 
aled the sh')w, rxiined that 'rniiathi wn% 


the pofiU Ilf pbvin»: the tajuuki.' 
nlHHild ju^ keep Hwiie," 


One 


A definni' clunl^ m aititudi*. liiat. 
K^vr •«0xe K^v (iandhi hn^nne iTmie 
Mnistrr. TnpkiihiN views hast* been 
Him lu.1tu4^ lie IS not lv)pp>* with ihe ww 
kadtT^, he IS uKilJe lo ret unde to 
the ni*w slyk* iit luik iioAinK wivch hi* 

Imlds (» be ai varum e vnih the tradition* 
al Contftvss miniis and iiractirfs. Yet. 
ht* has Uevfi urubk* to hiealc away froin 
the pariv he Hn erelv heheves n <iod s 
'»wn 'uiHimmenr' lor kceiMnit India 
sirony; and unned Hi* has fpven vent to 



lUnilapaii Tripaihi: i»oHcb>g to* hit prtnelplM 

not present, bui utirihuted liis nhseme 
to lu$ failing iicallh. 1'rue. Tnpaihi was 
m Varanasi at the tune, hut on his retitm 
to Delhi last week, made il clear that hi* 
had delkheraicly "avoided" the scssmhi 
as he fell that he would be of no use. 

This, coming! from a nun who has 
made il a pcim to attend every AlCC 
session and Conjtress Wurktnit Conimh* 
lee (CWC) meeting save 1922 Iwlien he 
was in his mtd'teens i, ainnunis tu a 
direct "censure" of the leadership, 

althouKh I’ripHthl not wiHmK to il in 

SO many words. He up'ees that he hay 
never missed an A ICC session, except 
for the last one in Madras when he was 
ill, and now the I^lhi sc'sskm which "f 
did not sec the pouii of attendmK as 1 
would have been a craiK* amonicii ihe 
swans," He adds. '(ihouidn J should not 
be there (for the aesuom as what was 


his fnislntmrih m a senes ol iHiers to 
the Ihime Mnsicr. the Inst of the 
miH»ives being on the issue uf bujtus 
meiiiber^h^ and the slate of the 
grcssfll. The last was aypunsl the lie* 
famatHmlhland. as Tnp^ today says. 
"I was the only Congressman to speak 
out against the Bi.** 

His letters have ehciled a mixed 
rcaciMTv Iniualy. the Hnmc Minister 
(k*aded to ptote him. and the veteran 
leader was given a pride of pbee at the 
Cimjsicss Centenary Cefebraums m 
Bombay when* he was a visible pre* 
seme un the <fai« Some letters liave 
been ignored, some have aroused a 
resptMse but. of bie. the reacniuns to 
this senior CcAfiress leader from Vat a* 
iu» have bemme feeble. Ak one Con¬ 
gressman said. "Handqi has cned wnif 
once ino often.' The leadership has now 


realised thai 1'ripathi will not act ag:iin«( 
the I'nnu* Minister or the* Congress, and 
that lus fx'oiests would be hniiied to 
letters and a few dissenting statements. 

Tnpdthi’s decision u> slay away from 
tlu* AlCC(l) was nnl an easy oni*. It is a 
voire of pmtcsi which, he is ihe first to 
athnit. wid have lit lie or perhaps no 
effei’t on the Congre^ss. 1’rip.ithi affirms 
thai It IK his responsibibly I o ensure llial 
Ihe Congress follows Iht* path of social 
and ei'ofVfiiH revi4utH)n tniil down hy 
(iandhi and Jawaharlal Nelim. hul adds 
reahsiually, “I don’t kiH>w if anyitne will 
follow me.' Ihe Congress hit lo con- 
iinue ’with these young nwn. they l^ve 
t<' lake on the full responsibihiy. bul 
unfortunately, or foriunalely, some 
hagufa.v like me are still hving." he says 
m a lighter vein. 

Tnpathi has det ided to luvp “aloof ', 
ur ao he says. As he poims oul. there is 
no pbc'e for "nnUysks" like himsetf who 
were turned oul of Ihe Kajya Sabha to 
make plac*e for the “fkyak.s ' like Kalp- 
oath Kai. Tripalls has limited his role tu 
that of a watchman who, whenever he 
sees ai>y<»ne deviating from the (ian- 
dhiao path, wifl “try and Icll (hem 
humbly tkA lo do thai as g will danage 
(he country and rt will damage tiw 
Congress". 

Ak the same. 1’rtpathi has realised 
that hi* can neither brirg himself M> leave 
the Congress, nor can he furm a new 
party. "I will Lve and dk* a Congress¬ 
man," he says, even though todav it is 
the Congress oi the Kaipnath Kais and 
K.K. Tewans, His differences wuh V.P. 
Smgh make H anpossible for him lo even 
begin to recognise the poiemia) of the 
O^istlrm led by the Kaja Saab. He 
describes Sengh and the other leaders 
with Ivm as raksAas vvho are throwing 
dusi into the Congress’ eyes in the bq* 
of blinding the leadership and coming to 
power. 

A poStiem since the age of Kamla- 
pau I'npaiW recites a hansknt sWoka 
Slating that a person who works Un his 
principles and bebefs without expecting 
anytog in return is a Mnysra and a yogi. 
Bui he is nut a sanyssi. he »8 a pobiician, 
Tan^i disagrees. "J am not a politi¬ 
cian." he asserts emphalicaDy, putting 
an end ip the conversation. 
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The government uses 
V.P.Singh^s 
irrespivisibility to 
exonerate itself on Bofors 

li i vAlunt auempi lo 
resurrect the Hnfors 
iftiue and for^’e an errant 
KovemntetM 1 u cume lo 
terms with in own riecep* 
(ionfl and evasions. But 
hnafly, it failed because of 
the Oppiisitiun s own uresponsibiliiy— 
or more specificHUy, because one mem* 
her of the Opposition had levelled 
charges that h«* would not subsuniiaie. 

Wticn Parlmnient reconvened on IS 
November, after the Ihwali break. 
Oppositiim MPs attempted to pin the 
ffovenvnent down on BUors. They had 
plenty of amtnunttion. There were, finil 
ot all, Y7ie Nindu du umentH intu which 
the rvipmt liad promised an investiga* 
tion. Six months Utcr, H had stil no! 
annoinived the results of this tnvestia- 
tkm. Then, there was 
Rajiv (iandhi's statem 
ent in Bangalore: 

"We have never 
denied that commit 
BSHHis were paid.'" As 
the government had 
spent IH months 
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insisiing that Bofors had paid no com* 
imssKios but had (Mily doled out 'vnndirv 
up charges', this was a disastrous admts* 
sun and one that Rapv's muuSers tried lo 
gloss over by daim^ that he had been 
misquoted. <He hacbi’t.) And AnaOy. 
there was the Prine Minster's Siinhay 
interview m w4iich he made the remark* 
aUe claim that Bofors might have paid 
fur "genuine wori" and the government 
could not gnidge them that, fn the same 
interview he had also stated that T7ie 
/findu documents were probably forger* 
ies ("doubts about theu aui^nudty"'. 
"some defects on them" etc.) 

IV Opposition attack was marked by 
a combative ^e^h by the CPKMi’s 
Socwttth Chatter^, who demanded to 
know how Nagv had arrived at the 
"genuine work" hypighesis and why he 
had kept this interesting theory from the 
>oint Parkanwntary Conmittee UPC) on 
Bofors. Onvng home the pomt. Janala's 
Madhu Dandavate tned to press a pn* 
vdege motion against Kagv. Both. Ra* 
)fv"a statement in Bangalore and the 
SoNiMT interview, suggested that he 
now regarded k as dur that commis* 
aions h^ been paid and was even trying 
lo find reasons to justify this payment. 
As Rajiv had told Parbament earlier that 
no commissions had been paid, he was 
clearly in breach of privilege. 

It was an anpressive assautl and mi^t 
have succeeded had it not been for 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh. A vreek or so 
earker. the Raja had announced that he 
now possessed irrefutatde proof uf Ra¬ 
jiv's bonk accmffit. Asked lo produce this 
proof, he handed out an (4d Hindu 
document relating to Bofors" payments 
to Svernka. Obviously. V.P. Sirigh had 
i;ut it very wnmg. 

The Cungressfll vrasted no time in 
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hanunering away at the Kaja"s blunder. 
Three semor mmisters. Buta Singh, 
Vasant Sathe and K.K.L. Bhagai, asked 
the Raja to substantiate his charge. I'wo 
Congressd) general seaeUries, Ohu* 
lam Nabt Aaad and Vithal Gadgil. taunted 
him for his irresponsibility. In response 
to these attacks. V.P. Singh rose to 
make a dU*mmuie speech during which 
be completely avoiM any mention of 
his old aUegaiions, refused to defend his 
earber statement'^ and tried desperately 
to change the subject. 

Once the Congressdl knew it had the 
Raja on the run. it turned the tables ori 
the OppositKMi and ignored the several 
important queslKins that Sonmath Chat* 
terjee and Madhu llandavale 1i.id rajaed. 
Instead, it became a "get*VP' session 
with Bula Singh levelling abuM.» tlw 
foulest ever uttered ^ a minister in 
l^artameiit^i the Raja and other Con* 
gress MPs joemng the fray. 

The folknvng day when K.C. Pant, 
the defence minister, rose to lauiKh a 
weak and ineffectual defence of the 
government's positxm. the Oppositum 
had caved in. I'he Raja didn't even turn 
up V'Btuig gayj. Mug gaya/' chanted 
gleeful Congress MPs) because he had 
to go to Agra for a rally and his o^kmIs 
had lost their enthusiasm. 

Consei^uently, Pant got away with 
this defence. In substance, this con* 
sisted of insisting that tlie gi>vemment 
would not agree to j second j PC, would 
nol cancel the conwt and ivoutd con* 
tinue *1^ ihvestigatiuii^. ()ii the 

sut^ect /oT Bofurs" "genuine wurit'. he 
claimed'the MPs bud torn Rajiv's re¬ 
marks out of (he context in which he had 
uttered them to StiNt«A>. After all, he 
said, the J^rime Minister had described 
his rcmaiii as "hypothetical'. This was 
an absurd defence. (The quote Pant 
referred to: ""hypodtetically I am saying 
the whede amount could have been paid 
for gentfne work. Then we can't ques* 
tion It.”) The point is that India"s deal 
with rnade it quite clear that 

there w«i^ to be no payments and Uiat 
agents were not to be a&owed to do any 
work at aD—"genuine' or otherwise. To 
concede—even hypothetically—that 
(here cMd have be^ legitimaie pay* 
ments makes a travesty of India's origin* 
al positiop. 

But by. t>wn. nobody was lisiening, 
V,P. Sinjd^'s ir re ^ ionaibility had lost the 
country an opportunity to find out where 
Rs 64 crores of its money went. 

Vk »a#M 



A cnsis compounded 


The Bommai government is 
on the brink of a financial 
crisis even as the party 
threatens to split 

Even (he most efficient 
chief Tumsier would find 
(he proposition of tsckbnji 
4,000 pend^ files daunt* 
ing. But for S.R. Rom- 
^ ^ contend 
with sn sdmintstratton 
that is ^wly going to pieces, a financial 
crisis and a political imbrogfao that re* 
^aes to go away, it would seem yet 
another insurmountable problem. While 
diisidence and politicsl scandals have 
been the focua of aO attention, the (act 
remains thst the govenvnent look s more 
broke than it did ever before. It (Kes a 
RaOOO'Crore cut in the annual i^n sue 
of a mere Rs 900 rrorea and the deficit 
threatens to cross the estimated Rs 
327*CTore merit. The Ranuknshna 
Kcgde government had held the long 
drought responsible for the sdministra* 
tion's chre straits Out the good monsoons 
Hus year have deprived Bommai of even 
this excuse. 

Borrunai has said thst he is not in 
favour of a reduction in the annual plaa 
But the state Con^^aad) has been 
urging the govemmeni to declare a stale 
of ftfOncaal emergency. Congress lead* 
eri in the Legisbtive CouiKil, T.N. 
Nsrasimha Murthy and K.N. Nage Gow¬ 
da, xcused the govemmeri of a 

leading the state towards cfasas* 3 

ter. They pointed out that the 
govemmeni had even failed to 
meet its target in the vital area |H 
of tax cc^iecUon. |H 

The government has pul a 
freeae on recruitment in all de- \M 

partxnents leading to strikes by V 

employees. Uncertainty at ^ 


the polKicaf level during the last sever* 
months has vvtuafly froaen the move¬ 
ment of files and a flurry of transfers at 
the top bureaucncic levels has only 
made matiers worse. 

The govemmeni is findmg it difficult 
lo meet even regular expenses. Pobce 
constables have even begun to expect 
delays ft the payment of their salaries. 
And, m desperation, the government is 
considering ways aixl means of controll¬ 
ing expenses by cutting down on fuel 
consurnpiion of departmental vehides. 
etc. 

Admitted a nunister in the Bommai 
Cabinet. "We have maraged to gel away 
only because of the ^terwritvin of 
debate in the letpdstive fcinim. If the 
Congress (^position had been a hltle 
sharp m the stale we would have been in 
real trouble." The Bonmai govern¬ 
ment's vulnerably is obvious. Despite 
bemg ■) office foi three months now, 
Bommai sti is m charge <if portfolios hke 
finance, revenue, excise, health and 
labour among oUwrs. Bureaucrats are 
waiting for fid-fiedged ministers (o take 
charge of departments. It is the same 
situation m the hundred odd boards and 
corpontions whose chiefs were asked to 
resign dunng the party am. (i is said 
that legislators wil be awarded these 
poaitjona in return for a htUe peKe 

VTnh factional feuds threatening to 
wredi the party, the coming election 
year promises the worst: more powtr 
pobti^ more unproductive and populist 
expenditure and mure 
election promises 
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The appointment of P. Shiv 
Shankar\K son as the .uate 
Youth Congress chief raises a 
storm 

The appumtmtnl was 
bcxjnd In rruke 
When 29-yv8r-old Hujala 
Siidhir Kumar was in^e 
pri'Sidcnt (if ihe Andhra 
Pradeiih Youth Congres- 
s(i) on 7 November, soon 
after Janardhan KeOdy's appointment as 
Andhra iTadesh Congress Committee 
chief, the repercussions were felt abrwst 
instantly. For. nert only is Sudhir Kumar 
ihe progeny (d Union human resource 
dev<»liipment runister P, Slilv Shankar 
bul he is also a close friend of chief 
iranister N.'l'. Rama Kao’s actor*son 
Hakakristina. 

'fhe first Congressman to make his 
displeasure about the appointment 
known was Valina Si^ Bbai^ar Kao, 
the outgoing Youth Congress president. 
Kumar, he said, is a novice "who doe^'t 
even know the boundaries ul Andhra 
Pradesh”. Kao charged that "both 
Suifiur Kumar and BabArishna ere part¬ 
ners in several firms and consult each 
other on several issues. Balakrishna has 
been named at N'rK’s political heir. How 
can such a close associate of the heir- 
apparent be expected tu wage a relent* 



less hatOe* iht* I UP, l»v hcadui^ 

11k* APYCU) N^'huh i* ]n itv* vaniourd rii 
rlx* APCOD'ii ' 

hkui»k«ir Kao and his supp(»rtt*rs 
I <ir<MK:lv iK'lii'vr ihvt "wkw vrsied in« 

( ft^resls had ini»kui(k‘rl ihi* hijEh cihii* 

, rrwnri” hy UM ^ innu'inImji Kumar’s ran* 

I didaluir hii IIm* APVCll) rhief, Kui. v 
the simw hrt'ath, lie <k ruses Kuniai <il 
WH'iinii}^ llu' |Kisl hv puUmK slniiKs. 
itiurtesv hi** latiK r. 

The trrnKT APH'di chief eviti d^K* 
tftfd ihe Al'CCll) pre«Kfoni inu» Uk* 
ixmiroversv and alk*ped tliai Kvddv had 
not been rounsulled alxiui Kumar’s , 
appoiiitnieiit. An eiiiharrassed Neddv, 
wfio IS eager ui neike a giKid start as llr 
i'hMT td iIh* pHUy's state unit, was c|UH'k 
t<i deibre thal Ka<rs views were "m* ’ 
lemiMTale". Whatever ilie prnvticaia»n. * 
Keddy stud, expressing swh an opmMiii 
m public ‘is luidily objectumaUe and [ am I 
siTMHislv cimwtenng dis«i|iliiiar>' aclKm ' 

agHiiisl him 

liul this hs> faik d «i qut'll the htrowing 
dissent Kan was scnhi jimiihI hv AIT* 
Ctl) vK-e ptesirient. Aehyutafama I'ra* i 
sad. and joinl seeretarv'. Veiikateswara 
Kao. wli<i demanJed dial Kumar’s i 
nppnintinent ht* rev<»ked | 

Even as Shiv .Shankar and Kumar | 
muiniaiiied n stoK' silence, a c<iunier 
I campaign was launch'd by aiKdher 
gn>up allepiig lhai hhaskar Kao had 
rt'ceived Ks 2.Ait kiklis tnmi an nd dealer 
for favours. I’he siaienicni was issued 
by seven AH'Cd} leaders belonging lo 
Kutnar's camp. Meanwhile. Kao’s fol¬ 
lowers failed 10 prevent Kumar from 
entering the Co^gre^s headquarters in ' 
<fandhi Bliavan as I hey had prcvKWsJy , 
threatened. With bigh sides readying i 
themselves for battle, the iniightmg | 
within the Congress thn'atens to reach 
new heights. 

Mukundan C. MiwvWjdafiftatf 


NTR's best friends 
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The Marxi.m' unstinting 
support for the Teiugu 
Desam druws flak from the 
CPi leadership 

Nandanwri Taraka Ramx 
Rao's boast that he is the 
“biggest leftist in the 
countr>“ now seems to 
be finding acceptance 
finally. Ilte Marxists, 
who have always stressed 
on idedogy-based pokocs. however. 
Ignored the controversies that sur* 
rounded the Telugu Desam Party f'JDP) 
and stood by n during hs s(x*yenr nde. 
Sn much so that ih^ even alienated 
thi*ir leftist brethren in the Communtai 
Party of India f CPU. The tussle between 
the two communist parties burst into the 
open during the l^h stale conference 
held at Voayawada in early November. 

The issue was hotly debated wHh the 
Marxists arguing that to ditch the TDP 
now would amovmt to contradKlmg (he 
CPt's national pobey. Explained CPKM) 
pobtburu member. M. Uasavapunnaiah. 
“We have no iUuann vdiatsoever about 
the TDrs (lass character and we do not 
treat NTR's government on par with the 
Left Proni governments of Kerala and 
West Heng^. Hut TeKigu Desam beir^ 
(he baggesi anti*Congreas force in 
Andhra IVadesh. we pursue the p^y of 
friendship with them in the Ine wHh our 
cunsisteflt national pubey of opposing the 
Congress." Lashng out at the CPI, he 
said that it ahouU do some “urg^ 
rethinking’’ and adopt a "practical 
approach” as its stance of oppowg the 
Conjvess at the national levd and non* 
Congress governments at the state level 
would o*dy land K m trouble. 

On the (Kher hand. CHI stale cowol 
secretary, N. Giri Prasad, questiuned 
the wisdom of being merely and- 
Congress at the cost of everything else. 
He said that the ’Fehigu Desam's misrule 
m the state was remnscent of the 1979 
fiasco when the janata Party regune 
came cnimbteg down. Instead Girl Pra* 
sad urged the Marxists to Join the 
CPl Ied ^t to bcPth the TUP and 
(he Congressdl. 

Hasavapunnaiah nsisnly ridicuted his 
suggestion by saying that the CPI'led 
front con sis ted of insigiifkant parties 
Bee the Lok DaL "The CPI is trjvig (o 
swm across (he mighty Godsvari river 
by hoUng a dog’s tatL" he pooh'poohed. 
To this Gin Prasad reacted that ii was 




not the size and strength of the parties 
that mattered but the pobbcal line that 
they adopted. 

The bickering did not stop at this 
either. The CPI leader pointed out that 
the Marxists had a kK of questions to 
answer to the puUic. For one. how could 
a left party support the "pro-feudal" 
NTK government which had opposed 
the implementation of land reforms; 
denied tenancy rights to lakhs of people; 
disregarded the rights of government 
employees, tearbers and workers; and 
inv^rd the Antt*Terrorist Act against 
poor Harms’ And se<'ond, how could it 
ronrmue to ally itself with NTR's party 
esp<;ciaUy after the High Court had 
indKied the chief minister on charges of 
cQ(Tupik»i and nepotism? 


j The Marxists failed to «ant up with a 
convincmg reply to these queabona and 
eventually, the CPl(M) in its resolution 
passed at the Vijayawada state confer¬ 
ence. admitted that "though the TDP 
daims to be a leftist parly, its actions 
reflect Its feudalism". Moreover, the 
Marxists have also &iled to justify its 
decision of opposing the Asocn Gana 
Parishad government in Assam, Another 
embarrassing issue tor the Marxiats. Is 
the CPKMKs relationship with the Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party HUP) which has 
emerg^ as the T^Pa mgjiv partner. 

Ihe fact (hat there ia dissension 
between the Marxisti ihemielvea be 
came apparent when the veteran leader 





B.T. Ranadive commented that if the 
Natkma] Front made any ac^tments 
with the P durtnjt the next etections, it 
would amount to a “partAl victory (or 
communal forces ” On the other hand. 
CPKM) leader Basavapunnaiah feh that 
Hi party could not ''thrust its on 
the Front” and chat any “decision by the 
Front in this reaped wouhJ not affect its 
relaUc>nshtp with the CPKM)”. 

The CPI has not been without its 
(laws either. Accordinjt to ba$av^>un* 
naiah, the party’s embarrassmeni stems 
from its *'du<ii pobey of supponimz the 
National Front led by NIK at the 
national level and oppnsinj^ the ami* 
Connie Opptmiuon front fed by NTH 
in Andhra Pr^sh". He points out that 
while the state CPI leaders rein ted 
NTR’s invitation to kiin the TlJP*led 
Opposition parties’ dhama at the Boat 
Chib 01 Delhi in pMlest agamst the 
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NTnwKh.JVOllBMuattCP«(H)hiAClf9n:tr« i 
ths mlarslets eompremisiofl tr»#lrld«otepna? 

Centre's non-cleararKe of protects in the 
state. CPI leader Indrajit Gupta even¬ 
tually participated in h. Of course. Gin 
Prasad pamstakin^ points out that j 
Gupta was not represeminjt the party I 
but only partidpatinj; in his capacity as a ( 
member of Parliament. ' 

Nevertbefess, the two left parties 
would do best to resolve their differ* ; 
ences and evdve a pokey whfeh is 
consistent with ttieir ideoiogtes. But I 
with the efecuxis round the comer, wd i 
the commufliats succumb to the tcmpia* 
tion d burying their ideologies? 
MhMmC. Maw— 


Mohinder Amarnath cuUs the 
selectors a "hunch of jokers" 
for droppinfi him front the 
TV.vf (cam 

The selectors hasv diwie 
ii acaei Mohmder Amar* 
tuih. who IS perhapK the 
ofdy player to have been 
drnp^ by llie sefectors 
Unw and ifsan (Wy to 
make a cienehack at a 
later date, was cKw e again axed from the 
team thal wiuld play the first Test 
match agamst New Zenlasid m Kanga* 
lore. But the siHeciurs were in (dr a 
surprise. The vruiteier flew io Hangs* 
lore from UdN. summoned a press 
conference, caled (he tekettun cunviBi* 
tee a ''bunch of )rhrr$“ and mined 
chances of plating (or the country again. 

That he enpmd ihc support <if the 
rest of the team was evident: the 
journalist^ vrere hnefed m vice<aptain 
Snkkanth's nani at the West End Hotel 
where both teams were Staying. Thc' 
fdflowing everung Aniamath pmed the 
others duruig a workout and the next 
day he settled down tu waich (he 
nistch—from the select^' enclosure, if 
you please! 

Obviousiv. the heavyweightR m the 
Hoard of Control for Cnckef m Indu 
fBCCI) were nut amused. The board 
presid^. Dishwanath Dull, admilted 
that be had asked for a wntten report 
front (he secretary m keeping with the 
rulrs. "nu 1 get (he report." said Dutt. 
"Anianiath wiS be treated as not guilty.” 
Rfe Sin^ Dungarpur. chaimiui of the 
seJeciion committee, refused (<» com¬ 
ment sayuve "I wi ntg sloop to his 
level’’ But later, he added. "U we have 
somethng agamst han then how tfrd we 
aDow him to make so many comebacks.’' 

Motander Amamath. however, insists 
that he has got a rough deal from the 
selectors. "They have always had om* 
nde for me and another for the rest." he 
charg^. ‘^ven (hough 1 was dropped 
often in the past ( M not say a w<^ m 
protest. But for how kmg can one go on 
taking this rubbish?" 

It was in 1969 that Amamath first 
made hts debut but he was topped 
immedately •ifier. Recalled in l^S. 
Amamath remained in the team til 1979 
when he was dropped again ter his 
iit^dny to bee bouncers. Helmets came 
to (he cheketer's rescue and he scored 
heavily in the domestic ciragt. but he 








Amsmam mshlng lila dIspiMSurt hr>o«m 

was not s«^1 ed (or th<* I • lur o( F ngland. 
Thr Pakistan and anotliei jj> tlir 
West Indm^. where he ract*d some u( the 
must feared pace bowkTs. Iwlpud cstab* 
bdi Amamaih's repuiatHm as (ho bt^st 
player of piice bowling—a reengnitiun 
that was Sixorded by none other than 
Imran Khan 

ijr*< <if form prompted the selectors 
ti) drop hini otK’f ngain w late 19K3 for 
the India *Wes( Inies serk's but he 
made it to Fakixtan m Octihcr 'H4. 'I 
was nowhere in the reckoning but 
Gavaskar fought for my inclusion,” he 
remembers. And he ac quit led himself by 
scoring a nuicli*saving century in the 
Inshore Test. Bui when he was dropped 
Uk (he Sharjah tournament in HfKd. the 
reason given was thal he had become 
too old (or (he limited overs game. 

This season, however, saw Aniamath 
play (or the oiie*day matc hes bul ikx 
for ih<* Test senes. And even as 
Amamath’s remark aboui the seWlors 
was making wavvs, (here was another 
t'rtrtroversy m which the cnckeler fea* 
Uired premunentiy. It was reported, in 
some newspapers, that Amamath had 
been offered Ks I crore to recruit a 
rebel team to tour South Africa. Amar* 
nath denied this but said he wcsild 
consider the offer only when it came. He 
also made it known that he sympailiised 
With the Fright crickelers who had 
been denied visas (or the tour of India. 
' After aB we would be playing England 
and not South Africa.' he argues. 

Though Amamath is bitter about his 
exduskxi from the icam there wore 
soTTie whocotdd sul(»etr fiumoutui 
the situaUon. When selector Chan¬ 
drasekhar jumped a queue for hincb at 
the Bangalore stadium a wag remarked: 
"Jokers can do exactly what they 
please.’' 




The angry employees 


The indefiuhv strikv 
launched hy nou-f^azvued 
em p h y ef\ den mi i dtnf’ 
ce/ifrtd payvades para/vse.^ 
the admiiiisiralian 

L'hK'f nuTU^UT 

jhii It iippi'ara. cyn 

never do iuivilHiig riKhl 
l>urinu the ei^ht itionlhs 
nf hi> rviini. his cntK's 
hdve ihurifi'd him oi ruck* 
Mmvi«iui. fkinhikW (Ih* 

pjirtVs ^OtKlWlll m Ihc Mdir, lUMlMIt! 

dis«iideiire h result lA hif a*'iKn>s. aivri 
nv)rc. N<iw. ihev kuv. ht* is ii hennless 
poliU'iun wlxi has lui piiv f<M iIm* plijdit <il 
ttw iym*K4zeiiedem^>yees. U wrfv<jnh 
September^ that «ighr lakh en^luyeev 



TP»e etrlklnB nen-^eiettetf employees tKing»ng IM e«m<rW«t?ei>on tO • Ken 

dsH'ided tiJ K<M>ri an iiKiefinite >inki‘ In i rndv sircnjcibened thesr t<» con- 

dcmdnd Owt iliev bo and rlK*ir ^Uni's m iinuc viith the aKilatMi. 


dsH'ided tn on an indefinite >inko In 
dcTTicind Owt iliev bo a>^ Unor ^kini's m 
accordiirM'i’ with tin* leniral jjmenK«*^i 
Piiy&«'alos. 

Azad, «1 h) had arwrod a largo scclHm 
of the stales bureaucrats wKli his 
efforts In stroainliiH. the ndnunistratKm. 


siiddonh found hsnself in an uTkuviahle were lied dm* tn tlv nnn-avadabihU' «f 


shiialkm. Hounded bv disstdenls and 
finaiu'ial probfe ins, rosulling frrnii iho 
bnvi* sums that had to be dishufsid 
fnliowiilg tbt' spnU nf cMriltquiikes artd 
flisxjs in I Ik* stale, ht had htilr choKo 
bui in pkiv the i^ilo i»f ilk* inutdi duel 
nwtistor Miffenver, he had Itnptd tliai 
hta KMigli stand wtnjkl nuiko Ihi* eiii 


ly This has only asgravaicd the delicate 
financial position of the state exd«C|uer 
10 and even if the strikers abandon their 

pluyees see reason and return in their a>ntaiion. it will be months before things 
jobs before the festive season betcan. aro set njdti. 

But Asad's calculations were proved The bel^'the'Scenes manipulatK^ns 
wrnop when instead of adnaltinx defeat soon became eindeni whert on 3 Nnvoni' 
m^e employees' uninns, ejuted nn by bcr. the day ihe Ibinie Minister was 
the Opp^tion panics and dissident scheduled to visit Oic state—the tour 
Conjtressmen. xwied the strike. The was bier cancelled the OppositioTi- 
govemmeni aiJpointed a Cabinei sub sponsored imni coordination committee, 
cnmnutlee to nejEntiate wnh the unions' fomved t<i support the slnke, called fora 
leaders but the talks provi'd futikv In Hihar tandh V I', bmjch dosc<>ndt'd on 
desperation, the govemmeni threatened l*aina and addressed a bujp rnlly nf 
to mviike the Kssential Servk'cs Mainte sti iking employees. Kesides, Kiijiv (iun* 
nance Act; to compulsorily retire al dhi’s l^isHin to stiiy away was » god- 
empkiyevs above the aee elf 5d wtxnc' sendlt^ the (>)>posiuoh: its Irudcrs l<Kik 
service records were not flawless: and out proassions tliruuidi tiK* streets of 
recruit retired emplnyees 11 plat e of the Hama saying that "Najiv (inndhi ran 
vinking wiKk«*rx. IIh* union k*>*di*rs away". 

wi Tr, htiwvviT. undeU-rred. WTirfl «.uni‘ As for the sinking employees the 
as «i tniT^ booster hr them wax the two*monrb'l<ine strike ha.- left ifx'm a 
I It tar l^adesh ffovemment’s dcciskm to mserabk' lot Kai’ed with henger llH*y 
grant central pay scales i u its employees, have been forced t o monga ge )<* welle ry. 
The vviory uf their counterparts in UP And if an agreement betwei^n the gov- 

ernnieni .md the 
lewki" 

IS rxjt readied m 
near luiure. 

' t'veii iIm» pros- 

pect 

iheir 

w he |>|io xi t m m i 

w T. 

it* K<»\'eiMi«eMl jihI 

Jisome tegixhilois 
*“ have even urged the 

I B (loveriioi lo M>ii. 

^ spe<lri] 

SKin of Pu* Asseiiihlv 
n the 

. ^iBrl hfH(iii|{ sirike A util 

' J P^ti’ioii has been 
^Vd ^ V. filed h\ lh<> Ksish- 

. X r .^^B (riv;> Chetna 

' t, I’anslud seeking 

%j|f/inV soiuliisHo the I lists. 

Mid M JBM “The Hih.ii 

—• ■ — *-liiB nwnt h.is killed lo 

rjfdv sirengibened ihevr re>**lvv to con- kiws mack* hy I he rarii.iment reialing 

tinue with the agiiatnai. lo publx* alfaim as guaranteed under 

Ihe UP governments move pul Azad Artkle 2b6 nf ih< Constitution.” the 

on the defensive and he tried to wmk lus peinion states. 

way tail of the costs bv maintaining that Dissidents too have found an nppor- 
thrkigh he did not ohyect t<r any mcreasc lunitv m reiterate lo lh« high coiiimnnd 

B) pavscales Un empkivees. his hands the need to seek an early s(4u lion to the 

were lied dui* to tlk* non-avadabihtv of piohlem Dr J.'icannalh Mishra. in a 

lunds with tht' stale exchequer Itie telegram lo the Pirnx* Minister, added 

Opposition pahr.^ pliuiged tn with gieat that the ”cont)nu<ii«>n of ib<* agitation is 

gusto and biiore king iIm'V lud cun- likely in mar the prospii'ts of the 

vimed teacheis jntl'KhiT empkn'ecsio Congress in the owning elections”, 

juin ihi* strike. Surely Uk any Congress chief minister 

'1 he administnitioii. which was there could be no gremei indictnient of 

aSrv.idv in a '•luinlili’s. came to a gnndiiig his abibties. 
halt Hs revenik* tnlk'tlHin ^(gmed total- Falaan Ahmad / P*tns 
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Ihe UP government s move pul Azad 
on the defnMve and h(- tried to wmk lus 
way lAil of the costs bv maintaining that 
thrkigh he did not otyect t<r any mcreasc 
B) pavscales foi empkivees. his hands 


lunds with ttk' stale exchequer The 
Opposition paOrs pliuiged tn wilh gieat 
gusto and before king iIm'V lud cun- 
vimed teacheis anti 'KIxt empkn'ecs to 
)uin ihi* strike. 

'1 he adminisIrMtioii. which was 
aSrv.idv in a '•luinlih’s. came to a gnndiiig 
halt Hs revenik* tnlk'tlHin ^o|iped total- 
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A fiery 
outburst 


H • ^'>LY 

N. K Tirpude lashes oiu at 
Vasaiudada Patil and Sharad 
Vawarm an MPCCd) 
fumtion 

K set'll «is ^f<Kt)bjy usiv'rvd 
in |iiwah Hiih hur'<t^ 
ol ftrecrsH k^'Ts nn the evv 
of the festival theft* were 
rtrewt>rks apletily in the 
premises of the Bontbay 
Keenmal Confess Com* 
miitee tHHCC). I'he ot'casKm the 
funrtiun oricarHeed to fehcitate the new* 
ly Appointed Mahar«!»htra I'ntdesh Con* 
Committee chief, Mrs Pratibha 
I'alil. But instead of the tame affair that 

trj the >p^»rk^ 

T:r 

(Hido. Con« 

tfTeS'>ni,iii and an 
aspirant lor the ptKst W W rm • 
of tin- Ml VC pfest* ■ f #5?** / 
deni, Lniili.ivied his r I; ' ' 

detractors. I'nanin* [ ' ‘ 

eiit iiiiioMj; Ihinie i . 
who wi K al thr re- V 

koiviini end ol hi^ 

tirade were chief 
iiiirisiir Shaiad ' 

I’nwar and (oinicr 
Lliivf niimsUT 
Vasaiudiohi r.ilil 
The sn calkd loyalist CunjEre$$men 
had proposed Tirpude’s name fur the 
MPCCd) pr<*sidenlship. However, both 
Pali! and l^iwar stronply opposed his 
candidature on the Kr<Kin^ that "he was 
Txit competent to handle the job". Tir¬ 
pude lashed out at Dada and warned that 
his brand of pt^hickinK wiiuld be de¬ 
trimental to the parly, Tirpude later 
gloated to Sunhav that he had nvide N$ 
feelings knoMm in [lada’s presence but 
"he did not say anythinK when he spt^e 
at the function later." 

Though Tirpude » ob vh HJsly mf ed by 
the hi^ command's choice of Ihatibha 
Patil. he brushes off rumours about a 
possible rebdiion as so much gossip. 
"They (Hawar and Patil) had express^ 
doubts as to whether I would support 
Mrs Pratibha Patil but when Mr Murli 
Deora invited me to be the chief speaker 
at this function for Mrs Patil 1 readily 
agreed. After all (am a loyal Congress* 
man.. I said 1 am not like those who. 


after CancBta takes a decision, 
oppose It or Question it." 

"Il ts not over.* he tfiU Si».nj»a^. "I 
have not yet fmshed expo^ung the 
games that are being pbyed by and 
his gruup." ['nvude then aiin^ hi» guns 
at .Sharad Pa war. who thnugfi not pre< 
sent on the ia.i.aMjn was reprewmed by 
Kamrao Adik rirpudi* charged Pawar of 
dekberatrls ignoring the k)wesl cal eg 
ury u< gowmiiictit servants—the Kig* 
wals^m tlv Rs JiMKrore bonanza that 
he had annuuned. 

Meanwhile. I*awar has used all his 
ingenuity to Iray p(*a^v on the peu»ant$ 
front. The amuxitHrmeiii that the gov* 
ernment wil waive ilw repayment uf 
U*»n% totalling Ks 1 ^N» irores was 
obviously meant to lake the wmd out of 
the saiH of Sharad ioshis proposed 
agnation Moieovei. as the atmouiKc* 
mem wouM affect nearly fM bkh margui* 
al and small fanners, the peasants lea^r 
had no choice but to laud Pawar's 
magnanmious offer, especially as it 
meant that the loans that have been 




PrallbnaneiHaMTeawd* nka«yooponani«7 


pending vnth cooperative banks and 
devekipmem banks for nearfy 30 years 
would now be wiped ciK. It was defirately 
inorr than what JoUa and his ^lelkari 
Sanidiaiana had hoped for. 

Nevertheless. Jo^ plans to go ahead 
with his stir against levy sugar prKes 
and has not yet caBed off the gaon ban^ 
in the cotton to protest agamst 
Hawar's falure to ensure that fanners 
gnt remunerative prices for their pro* 
duce. 

Yet another potMilisK scheme of 
Pawar's seems to be threatened wHh 
the arrival of Pratibha Patk on the scene: 
that of providing a job for every poot 
forndy io the vifages. Mrs PatiL who is 
no confidante of Awar. is unlikely to be 
helpful in this respect And so. he wiU 
have to use the bureaucratic machinery 
to implement bis ambitious pro^ and 
hope that the bureaucmi do not let him 
dowiL 


In deep 
waters 


•r •• J’ 




An hido-Pak erupts 

tfver fishin)^ r/g/i/.v /// the 
fnariihne zone near 1 1te Ran/i 
; of Kuti'h 

I 

Jakhnu is a reiwiic lit lie 
town (;U the KtUch coast* 
line whose chores have 
still mil iK'vn ili!«^<ivi>ied 
hyicHiiM*. And not with* 
<Kil I'enMHi: iiiilv » (lie* 
hard traveller w«iuld 
(Urr In set 'ool in I his M^Hsith* town 
which Lti ks |jni}H*r roads, 
ekvtrk iiv and ev»'i> jcWjicitc supplies nf 
putabk* w.iUt. I hit when it i'mih^s lo fish 
and (rfiMT sea I<hkI. Jakimu is a virtual 
0 )ldmiiHv Si, for four niunths, lictween 
<MobiT and J.inuarv, a slradv sire.im of 
visitors. <runpii**ing hsh(*riiM*ii. (lowuuo 
jakhAu. w'hM h is KH) km furiii Kuich’s 
capiiul. HImi. 

However, the fislwmieji got off td a 
desirous siaii this M*ar. On Ortn* 
her. yjsi wJh ii iS’ lishvrf(»lk had si a nod 
plying iheii irawleis m iIh* waiers. 
Pakistani luanne svcuritvmvn seized 
eight trawlers and i.iplured as riiany as 
7tl ristK*niH*n. A^ifSiienily, ihvi had 
cross(*d into I'akiMam temUMV. Hk' 
Indian cohsI guards, w'Iki .ire sup|a)sed 
to ho pres(*n 1 lo prouvl Ov rights ig the 
Indian fishemH*ii. wcr* now^K're in sight 
and tl was only alUT tlu> iiicick'iU lluti 
they were akrtisl. thi H November, 
they seized three I’akislAni lishing Ixsiis 
and detained eight fishernien, thus 
marking I he.tieginiling of a "fishing war". 

According to Ashok Hhati. a 
bharaiiva Janaia Party (HJP) MLA. the 
poor fishermen are (aptured for 
alleged vmlatKms of tcrriiorui) laws, ure 
tortured in Pakistani lails. 

In Januiry this year, nearly I4rinsher- 
inen were hauled up by the Pakistanis. It 
was only after the Indian coasi guards, 
officials of the state departtiieni and 
representatives uf varknis fishermen's 
federations arrived at on agreenlent on 
the lishing grounds, that the fishermen 
agreed to go to Jakhau. But the 
^ OctulKr and 3 November incidents 
only indicate that the dispute is not likely 
to resolved in a hurry. And at stake is 
nert just the livelihcxid uf thousands of 
fisherfirik but business worth crores uf 
rupees in the shape of sea f<vd exports. 
MahMh Trtvdi/Afonedebatf 




USINESS 


C'OC'A-COLA 


Back with a fizz 

Wi/lt ahraJy i>?. India L\ set to witness a major 

cola war 


W i' I . i|// ,||hI .1 J.l IV.M « 

.(tv Mil Im .1 tHMMIIIIIk' ohni 

] he lurk ilk' ik*w I'lxn 
Ivii.tiil 'n.iLiitriUK! MitM ilu onv Ilk' 

mMlIliMIl \|hllM.k ... 

l Iik<'- ^tVOMlI \oMUIIU hi liull.l H.k'< 
iKIldjk .|vi|t|MI'«’ I' U MM»ritll'> iIh MH|H> 
Kill Im*' .ilm// kill) 

iiiiiiiuip>> tfvii tik Vihrhi UiHil ‘Mil 

illinkv I Mh^liHik'Kilr k.i' «uitHn>* !«* 

.1 MHlirlhH k IM ItHkl Al Mtk IHIH'll 
'»l|ll IImI L'uIsi ^^•|H IHI tiH' M im- lA 
hMMiiii;! ii)i w-'U (iMilu'i .iIkI .iI .HkiIIk’I 
hnir II v^iis iiMhMiu d rful it 
h> liijiiMi \\i HIM Vi|«ix M.iHva 

Uul IHiIhkK Uh] .Hi Ulkllllv! tllkiUl 

iijkr\ t'iiirliilK .nkl i 1 

Uik IkHMiik* ik'iir jHiilv l.iM llul ilv 
«'M|M|MhV Jus MOri<l MiH ‘A I Ik 
UK' ixiiijrs m| Ilk* viMi liHi'aiJ Ml 
killliriy (hr iMirt'.iiH'i.K V Ini ills ,i> u*. 

IIVi)| U'l' lilMH*. C ukr IM' III 

iiliiirM tliiMiiuli ihr lMiktk>»i KNiiknlint! 
.1 I'htisr wlikll (vt'M'MH’ rln* IuhI oVrl 
|iir»k<<l, kiikr !•> iiLinnii t* Ui m*I up i 

Cokt pfCMkiCti MCond<oiriin9 


I.HhHV UllU* NOIlh\rK|»Kl IITMIVSMIIK 
/«DM' Mil I Ik' I kJl skn I s Ml Sr Ik I h'lH. 11 ))' 

Uhtfv wA iiLikk* iiikirtHlrni^ hr (Id 

iiirt'MmriitniU'.iiHluiHk’i Ok'ink s kr 
rsiairl irimr^sHH! ahh*s (M'/s). Oik)* 
Ibis ih «'t|»>rl Tfi in** i*rni iii its iimfliM' 
111 HI .iihI i» c.m aiilMiii.il)i';illv srH |r*r 
iriri HI liMkt 

Hr sIhti sMiifilfcil) m| ilk* 04 m' t>kiii 
.^jfk'.irs lM luvr h'll Ms MjijHrtkiifs ^ih 


Nobody Ittdwi nUing Acit_ 

Coke's cirohd^r hitcM riritefy 


Iji ijlasli.'d, Hk* I’MDslrlKUlMlI Wiis '’VI 
<k'i»' UI IIk< rik’iHV CiHtlfis I’rfMi 'his 
Ihh’II nsKiviii^ i>s tiuiinpliaiit pittry 
iiihi liKH.*i .iMrr lullbhu tlk' huir.iui’l.k y 
jikl Ilk' I'tHiriklk'd kH.il Mill dnnks 
nuiiuLM’luivis I<>| otri ihiiH' yriirs. HiU 
iHiw II uill Imm* Id sluii- ih(> linirliuhi 
with kdkr, IVps/s ii sKlrPi ivpr«'S«*m;t 
Inc KaiiH'sh \ nm*\ k li timn huinctlly 
Imi New Vdtk |Us| Ix'Idii '\\e Cnkr 
.lllIHlUmrnK'Ml <HVJ tllCl** .1)1* IIKlH allMIIS 
llul IVinH ifkn I MM* ^di a hint mI its 
.irclnnv.d’s (ikins Sctikir l Aci utivcH of 
Ilk* Tiilas, nikj aK* iiiv‘<jfM*il in (he I'cpsi 


it had scored one of fte cor$«M 
coops of the ye», 
batting the biraucracy lor yam 
aste ml Pepsi hadone, Coke 
ha sipped in ^fflost tttfo^ 
iMkdoor 




ihn>u>th Viihd;^. were biisy piv~ 
ih^ ihrdiit^i ihc r\ik‘ lx Niks im KI*X>i lo 
)( Cfike hMd read Ihc fine print 
c'tirrec'ilv. Kven l^arle b<js» knnK'> 4 i 
Lhiiiii)an, wiio whs the nx»N*in>t lorvi 
IvhiwJ the anti lVpsi and wlm 

i> n(irm<illy one ol ilte best infikfiiied nien 
in ilk* i’upilat. was cnuchl nappint! by tlx* 
carefully piiinned C<ike nnnnumeinenl. 

Hilt wh:ite\*i*r Cnke h rivals nmy hke 
ti> helwve. It kftiks as il* Iht* riHnp<iny luis 
iloik* ils homekiirk well. Coke spnlTcd 
ils i>pt>i»itunity in March this vear wlwn 
the ]40NerniiH*nt rekixed the rules uriil- 

niK lo KrXs, UnckT titi* titk fi as ihev 

now stand, any coinpaiu can m*1 u)) shop 
in these Solves and ns lon^ as U keeps up 
Its cxpnn <'rMninitnu*nrs. it can sell 2^ 
per cviii oi Its iiriNlui'iHn m the Indian 
niarkd. Sics Coke's Stuart KasiwiMxl. 
<li]i*ctnr. hiisiness dcvckipnK'iil: “Il was 
our corporair policy which <irr>ic us out 
oi ItKlia. Whu has clian^^'d is (he 
LSnernnH iii polu y. riiis is thi* first tmv 
lliai there is conipk-lv c<inlonnuy of 
uovcmnieni iniIk v with our own potwy." 

Coke will lie siH^ndniK much less iluui 



RMiwih Chiun*n; douWt co tfptiHWi 


iVpsI in Uw baryain, llic company plins 
«i invest Ks Xli ernrei to set up Hr 
factory at NOIDA. It will s(*li its m- 
({•niK'duiu* 10 a setoitd Indian company 
wluch w*ill make tht' I'oncciiiraie and 
which will in turn sell the comxiiirale to 
<ine nr more boitlers which Coke* may 
appoini. 

C(<a«Cola ekeCUtnei wouJd like to 
keep cvery'one'ti eyes ftKusMrd on the 



proposal ^ 
IhesoH drin ks maffcotfecHis 
anothH matter another. Air^ 
a flu of spoobcute proporbo^ 
in the offing with Pepsi mAmg a 
debut in the market. Now the 
wl turn into a three-way 
fight with Parte ranged agimst ^ 


i'SpiMi potenrul III tU* ra w V4*iUurt< 

IVv Sin tlml tin s h.«(KliHlK’d hHutams 
nil over tlx* wtuld k*lofc iks Hlni^ to site 

the* lu(l<ir> m NlMUA tlvertlx iwvi M 

wars Coks' wW “iorx\'9iir;ilv' 

aijnedk'iits' w*r«(li Nh TticMxes. Al lIX' 
s;ui)e ImM*. tlx* imnisiiiv itniiis IkH i1 is 
onlv amuiK at a stiuil s)i,in* ol tiv* Indian 
nurket. Sins KaslwsHid: “iNxnesU 

H4k*s W’lM U' k's> llun 10 |x*r <coi of Ihe 

tola! liHluiii nvirket. Oor e\|»in ohliK<i 
tam iJiMcs a liinil ixi our sak's inxJ wr 
wiH only haw limik**! .h irss to ilx* hwiil 
nvnkcl ' 

C<iki‘ has iievt*i Iwkkii llu* 1:^1 tivit il 

Wiiiiled lo iturn' kuk to IihIm. Il kwl k’ll 
liX' counirv in IM77 wIh’II il riiused lo 
dilute Us •'<|inh ui l‘t7T Jn Coke's <hvI 
in l'<*]i»rs evx's liHki i** .i pniiH* mar- 
kel hoi cnosi til iIk* ve.ii .md a kiuc 
ihirsty |Xi|>uLition o( hiii niiHion ixsi))k*. 
And w’liik’ llx* liKkiii s«iU diniks iiuikel 
liis ^ ow II hv ahtxisi |i nit i im h *s on t*i iIk* 
last <k*iiHh* II rs si ill wav Ixdimd Ik* u*sl 
1 4 tlx* w orld I’! V I'll I K'M •dr« n I ^lklst<<n Is 
sohI lo Lixisuim* In InUI k'S cU .wroltxt 
drinks pef annum ciNiiiMred to a iiH*ie 
three bottles h NinkI .iiuiuaSv hi lixki. 

What the Coki* iiroposal wiH do to iht* 
sod drmks market itss-tf is an<ithi*r 
n ml ter tthoKiilier. .Alreadv a iu* <A 
spevtHCuUr pfo|"'Cl>ons is m die offmi; 
with f'epsi makmp its rielHJt xi Ihe 
market. In one i«irnrr is Kaniesh 
Chauluin. llie boss ot l*jrk* w’ho at 
prrst*nt contnils around liaJt of tin* Ks 
hlX)-LTDre R(^ drinks mnrkel. Now Ihe 
tiAtesl wriD turn iito u llm'e-way h^l 
with Chauhan nmuitl iiu<*<nsl Ik* iwi 
mulimsiKNul *4unis. wki k'lwinii them 
iiNUrol over pi*r cem ot ihi* world 
soft drinks iiurkei. Savs Chaulun 
'i'eopk* OHiiplain ak>ui ihin* ludon 
iimipames havmtf » nxmopolv mvr ilie 
Indian market. Now they ure wunn m 


ji4 ( iwo cor^iatues whs h xmirol pei 
ceiU ol ilk* uk>i>al nuirket." 

hi (he proi’i^ss. km ever, (lie ones 
vvk>art* likt*ly lo ^vt >qut*e/v‘d out ol the 
m.itk«*l first ale ilk* snvilkr Indian soil 
dnnk.s ii>ntpanK‘s like \'ij;iv M.ilKas 
whs'h kive hik*d to mak' a teal ini|Mii 
.«»! whuh even lum kild less than 1^^ 
p4*t cenl ol the nciikei. Keen Chaianm 
Sifiydt's I'ure Drinks fus kitely 'S- ik i 
ceiU of Ik* market and luis l<iic*<t |>oimI\ 
evceiU m IMhi Chaianjil Sint^Ts ok I 
tH’s wilh Coke will apivirenllv not he (il 
verv mmli ost* as the iompain appeals 
lo Itave nilisl iMjt ivuiu up with hmi 
.iU*on. 

UjI (Ih* lirm wim li wdi k win si hit iii 
lUiov w,i\s hy Coke's cmi> Is Ik' o|k*l 
Ainerh'im pant r«*j)si. h'm Ihivv yi'jits 
I'epsi kis hy Ihe lexi luHik in Us 
kUileloHt*i iiucrlndix || enlisted the aid 
Iff Ik* kKUv>l IiuImii iHiKiness house, (he 
I'aias. hv in\'ilviiiullH*m in ik* sclieiiii*. 
(t even drew m rk* I'liiijah state u<w'ern- 



CMrxftpt Sln^imxntcr tuni»aihrN«) 
iiH’in by uuoImiiv! ik* Puiiiah A^o ) 
liKfustnes Con>^t*dion m ik ptojici 
I'or KoocI iiK’a snrv’ U als* > inan:iu(*d lo si j i , 
up iHihlk' optoKHt m Tunjab in kvoui oi i 
Its jui^'t Kui fuuilly It agreed to Ih ikI 
Us leRiis and aic'epl higher extfort | 
ohhftatHHib. 

And at the end of tk* day Coke w ill k* 
in a beilt r positHin llian I’epsi in seV4*ral 
ways. Its i^oject i& cbeap(*r to ,>iail 
with. Also. Its braiKi-names are reu- 
islered in India w'hii'h will rnahk* iMr> iI'M* 

its (dobal trademarit whde J*epsi may k* 
siU4*k with a faniug hybnd like Pepsi • 
VoK r»r IndO'^si. Coke hopes to be in 
busineH m about ime year after it Kuts 
Its clearances. And when Coke and 
Pepw 0(*t J^)lnp the kittle of the hnttk* 
wdi k’^n oTK'e anam iii riifht eumest. 
irMieiVNtw CMW 


mmHi im 
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BUSJNrSS HOUSES 




The warring Modis 
close ranks 

The ftmmdut wslituuons tiuve fimily decuied to flex their 
muuies to make the two factions fait ht tirte 


i t Uh'X iHTn IIh' fixhl of llH* III IIK' 

vicponitr work) Hut now ilk* tw*o 
LMitibiiij fui'liiMis of ihi* Modi fanulv lust' 
sudUi'nlv f<K2ixj llu!ins<*hc» u|) u|!:iiiisi 
hixK*'!’* HHirc fomiKliitilo kic'x' iht* firs in 
ci;il instil uitun». 

Now ihuy HTv cracking ihi< wlui) And 
IIk* cloul th»i thi' inKiiluiions wiL*kl 
became (irar IskI w<'ck klk>n (hry 
fori'cd the dnnniuiiil faction of (!>«> f:inu< 
ly—the ftiinsi of f rujamial Modi—to back 
down on then rwvts to rrmov«' K.N. 
Modi fnim the chaimunshtp ol Modi 
Kubber. In the ffeihi HiKh Cimd the 
»(r<ii(|) K3ve a wniten understanding that 
tliey agreed tu the mittituiiom' pru|Xf$al 
that K.N. Modi ahouM remain chainnan 


fkrrt'lnr (i.H. Kho. It is now open to the 
uwiituiHins Ui appcMiil ihev own dices'• 
liti> if i)ei'<*ssar>*. 

I'hi* M<Kiis are onlv too aware *4 the 
fkioui^rs that nut'll a iWAe t'ouM expose 
Hk'iii Io and (lH*y arv di*S 4 )eraiely trying 
to avoid d, Ai Ilk* teik* Sr'«i»As weni to 
press the two laclHms were flegotiating 
frwl rally to reirli a setllenieni bt*fore 
the Nm ember meet mg. IV two 
Hides arv apparently ckiwr than ev’er 
bi*f<in' lo a scHk*rm*ni hui it 0 xtill not 
t*enasi that they will be able to bndge 
the gap and reach an agreement. 

Any aettleiikiU in the Modi family n 
going to mean a division o( the s'um* 
panies between the two warring 
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ICK. Modi. VMayaM M e.K. MMI: hMty i«»Mt 

of tlte company. In addition, they ^1 
agreed that the r4*movdJ U the other 
directors by the instilvlxms would 
HI and 

Knr the last axiple of months tlie 
instilutkms have bet*n watching with _ 
increasing exasperation as the iwu fac¬ 
tions fought each «itheT (o a standstill. ~ 
And they are mrw ready to show their _ 
lund if need be to bnng the fanily to 
lH*el. — 

The detrsiv** moves could ctink* on a* 
November at tl>e Modi Rubber anmul ' 
general body ineeiiiig .Already the Itnatt* _ 
cial inslitutMis base cuctilat^ a notice 
for tlie ctitfriiMal of the andependcni 
dircs'tors and'lie Nheh Humr dnance « 


litBinitefpewiiyMondUhe 
cowyiw Wwmi tw 
wring poilWi Thi ttm tow o< 
KJiMoJwhogeJii nOT hgi 
prttoirikiinongtttBgoniil 

ttilfiylllodlcompwiti , 

** *•. 

MQipQn 


! groups, n>e three sons of K.N. Modi 
I wIh< are demanding a pariitu^i are keen 
<ai getung one of the kev Modi com- 
. p.<nie«. Mcidipon. which is at present 
I c«intrulled by K.K. Modi, the eldest 
' br<gher<i( the opposing faction. Besides 
' this they are said to lx* trying to work 
out a deal under which they will also gel 
' c'onirol Ilf Bombay Tyres and a pan of 
I Modi Industries. K.N. Modi's sons 
already cxmlrol other group companies 
iik'luding Modi Alkalies and CheinicaJs. 
; and the newIy*fonned Modi Cltampion. 

Wheihei Ihesc terms will be accepted 
bv their cousins remains to be seen, Till 
wry recently ll»c other bTanch of the 
family has held out against all nvivea to 
partition ihe group. And lhr<iughoul Ifie 
fi^l this branch of Ihe family— K K. 
Vinay Kunior. Khupendra Kumar. 

I Ume^ and Saiish- •whK'h has held con- 
! irul of aU the key group companK*s, las 
' insisted tlial iliey would not iccepi any 
sort of partniofl. 

What may ilvinge their mind is the 
determined stand whkh llu* financial 
mstituiHins are now taking. Ihroughoul 
Ihe summer (he instituiunis have hi'en 
taking steps m sirenglhcn iIk*ii' position 
m Ihe key Modi companies. From all tlie 
iDdk*alk»ns tlie mslilulitiiis have been 
steadily bu>ing Modi Kuhher shares 
whik* the family kiuglU. As a result Modi 
Rubber shanks liave sliot up over ihe 
lasi few months to over Ks 7<J. At the 
same time, tin* financial inslilutions have 
also been been on » colhsion course with 
Modi Xerox* foreign odlalioralor. Rank 
Xerox. ITie instiiuiions are now deler- 
iiunrd (<i convert their loans inr<» eumiy. 
Rank Xerox is upsel about this, unamgst 
other things, as il would inevitably mean 
that their sharchokling would drop trocn 
the present 4npeT cenl to around 35 |>er 
cent. In addition Rank Xerox also made a 
half-hearted allem^ii to (irevenl the 
Hnancial msliiulxins from app<nfiltng 
more irstilulionai directrics onto ilw 
Modi Xerox board. Hut even in Modi 
Xerux there is no doubt about wIhi holds 
the upper hand: the hnanciai mstitutiuns 
hold a 51 per cent stake in Modi Rubber 
which was the mam company which 
pronxged Modi Xer<ix. And nuw with 
their propo&ai (u convert their loans into 
equiiy. the tnstilulions will also have a 
H> per cent stake in Modi Xerox 

'IV power play in the two companies 

has not been the onlv two occasions 

• 

when the institutioR» have made it clear 

tlut tfiey are going (u assert themselves 
il the family did not fall in line. Over the 
last few months they have been siowly 
tightemng the screws on the Rs l,^)- 
crore Modi Gruup, All proposals for 
fresh projects have been stalled by the 
inslilutions. The prestigious Modi 
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SOFT DRINKS 


match and the institutions were 
at the receiving end ui a it<>ud deal of 
abuse. Nc»w they have struA back 
decisively and even though the case 1$ n 
the Delhi High Ctmrt. the institutions 
Itave made it clear (liat they are the ones 
whci call the shots. 

Amongst those who have been re* 
moved are (x. Mauk. the representative 
of Continental, which is Modi Kubber’s 
foreign cuUaboralur. and M.L. Modi a 
relative of the famiH'. But mcfe impor¬ 
tantly. the insticutiurs have also left 
open the option of appointing a finance 


BUMKCSS 


Olivetti profit has been the most prom* 
inent vicfun of the iirstitutions’ deter* 
mined stand and its pubfic issue has been 
stalled for several months now. 1V 
institulM (AH have also pul the brakes on 
the groups attempts to raise fresh 
loans. Hie last Modi Oruup proposal to 
go ihttnJgh was that of Modi Champun 
in Kebruarv'. As a result ilie group has 
f(»und itself m an enremely trKkv posi* 
turn with its gn>wih. but now* there are 
rumours uh* that Olivcui's patience Is 
also wearing thin. 

'Hie mstiiuiuins hai e had pleniv to get 
aniKivecI about. The family has stead* 
fflsily refused to try and settle the issue. 
And at the Iasi Modi Rubber board 
met'Ung. liupendra Kumar Modi and 
Vinay Kumar Modi tned to push through 


KA. Hadl; bundnt the hMdM 

9 resolutUHi to oust their uncle K.N. 
Modi fr(»m llie chairmanship of the Modi 
Rubber board and replan him vrith 
sulicilor K.A. Sh^. The meeting, as » 
now well Kn<»wn. degenerated into a 


VVVMS va Wirii 

even have power to conduct a thorough 
investigation iiiiu tlio company finances. 
It was this move whkh has finally 
brought the twu sides on the verge of a 
settlement. 


A juice or a drink? 

A consumer organisafion goes to court ciaiming that /''rooti is 

not a fruit juice 


A swig of KrisHi and you slake your 
thirst. Rarely does <ne cnntem^lc 
whether u s a drink ur juke vHnch is 
bemg sipped. I kies it make d difference? 
Apparently yes. And a ragmg itxirt 
bMtIe hf gome'm n Calcutta between 
hirle Bevenges and the Consumer Umt 
and 1'rust Suciely iCUTBl to settle ihe 
dispute. 

"It s a np ulf." say^ IVudeep Melilit. 
general secretary uf CinX referring lo 
the entire Kruoti affair. CtH’S has rai^ 
(he issue that any beverage whKh con* 
tains less than 25 per ixm ftuit rttcr is a 
synthetic prigfuct according to the Knud 
Product Order IKTifi (Ki*0». Besides, 
only an aeraied beverage can I'oniain 
pulp and nut a ready'to'serve drmk hke 
Frtxgi. 

Ihe 'test ’ conducted by the Superm* 
tendence Company uf India has shown 
(hat Kn M It i has a pulp t'oixvnii ate <g <aily 
2.53 per cent, against (lie nufunium 
requwte c4 Iti per cent as bid down by 
FK) vlause U (il. Nut only that. Fnagi's 
packagmg liai is faulty, say's Mehta. "In 
tlus connertkm, J feel it is mv obkgatkin 
to diaclosv the fact (hat (he grant of 
licence without subsequent ^iproval uf 
the labels does not permit the party to 


market the products without such 
approval." says (l.l^ (>er;t. the all*India 
hcensing offrer. 

"The average I'onsunwr is vtTy na* 
ive. “ says Mehta adding that llw adver* 
tising campaign of Knagi is misieoding. 
Fruod IS neither fresh nor jun y. insists 
Mehta. Anything packaged cannot ix* 
referrwl to as fresli. Moreover, h fresh 
fni^ drink would only be available duriitg 
IkiiiHular ami not round iIk* 

yeai. 

However, interested parlies in the 
frui dnnk industry luive strongly dis* 
puled Ctrl'S' argutiHitl against hrixgi, 
'I'hey ctaini that Frixili is “mil a juke but 


Twbhivtrtpwn t hilFfOolHiiii 

pi<p c< n c < rtf ite oi oiily2J3p<f 

runiiHtofiOprdotitMJ 
dmi by thi Food Predud (MiTr 
1W8. BooMoit only in lOfitir 
btwy ttBcoftMipy|pindrw< 
0 raody^Morvo dM 1(0 Frood 
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a share with a spectacular 
annual average appreciation 
of 240% over last 30 years 
after a recent 3:4 bonus, 
now for just Rs. 35! 

with Graskn Convertible Debentures 


I ** 


ISSUE HIGHLIGHTS 

• FeesVAiefte TOhonkf 

6y KwMirfl I vW lA^Ounl yov C«o Vtt 
Hup ftip GrMtffl Shart 
■ i«1yComw«Bn-91 31MI 
Rs 10 M cerNMM no i Eou^y Shtrt 

Ran tarrs mtacwl M rttMnpaon 

«EMybqudty 

OabPfMurM Wil M mt6 Oh 6 P0» 

• F«%SMur«d 

Thf MOtniutfe ira aarurao 



RNANaAL HIGHLIGHTS 


• Twnon^ 

• PioUbalofa 


GRASIM TODAY 

• Wortd leader in VlftcoMSUpl^ Five 

Production and Technology. 



• OMRitatf 
AaM(a<tsO 

rovalMitfn} 


(Rt mCroraa) 

197« M 197$ 90 1 99596 19S7 9S 
101S7 247 3b 471 77 97567 

19 M 2142 34 19 6100 


5234 11545 300 43 364 02 



GRASIM TOMORROW 

• One of the lergeat producers of Cement 
and Ceustic Soda from one tingle location 

• Sponge iron (Gee bated) 

• Hydrogen Peroiide 

• T.V. QIais Shels 


Thtra 19 an er of omet 
ccnftdaoce at Grtsim - 
confidanca bom out of a 
famaabc tracK racoro An 
invesimantofRs ISOOmiOQ 
Equity Sfmi of Grasim 
rrM 90 years ago. la now 
wortnRs 68 700^ on the 
ba96 of the ai'Oonus 
QuotattonoIRs 80 as on 
3rd November 96 
This rapretenta m tfinud 
ever e attppfec M onrt 
240%. 


Oraem has on hvid mafor 
plana for moderntsation 
expaneon anddiversilication 
Tha would subsianiialy 
increase the Company s 
turnover aaseis and 
profnabikty 

WKtMta vanoua 
manufactunng drviMre 
spread tl over the CDurHry 
producing much needed 
products tor tv Indnn 
economy Grwm tasetwig 


new standards of excellence 
n the corpor a te world - 
exceHenca emoodied ei such 
popular brand leaders as 
GwitorSiMngand 
Vlirvn Cement 
Giasim 5 solid padorm a nc e 
and growth make these 
ConverWe Debentures 
disividly diflerent 


Issue of 92 85 714 12S% 
Secured Redeemable Partly 
Convertbie Debenturesof 
Rs 70 each tor cash ai par 
aggregaing Rs 64 99 99,980 

Is^ Opens on: 
12thD6cen^r, 1988 


1 


A muiti-dirriGnsional, muttHocational megacorporation 


QAASM NOUSTTCS UMTTED 

aiiaoram{NaoiSi)4S6331 UR 


hUMccns ro THE issue 


sai ovmu 
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It MMUEMi COMM Tim* 
iMtCMinn iciMCtt m I fp 


BlMNaAl AUVIS6AS 
TO TK issue 

Lodbeeco. 

u QBiw»»ni Km It«e 
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a drink" wha h dbsf>fves it ol all ^)ecifH:a- 
duns mvulvins juices. The label clearly 
stales “nian^u drink", they exclaim. 
"Advertising has its own norms." they 
feel, pcanring oul that '‘fresh’' in tl»s case 
refers to tlW freshness uf the product 
which IS being maintained thmuj^ asep¬ 
tic Dackaeim;, 

Hut then. KHO specifkatvms are 
mere danfiiations, and not dehnilKins, 
Kor instance, adding water to pulp 
produces juH e, However, il n> not eco¬ 
nomic to package water. »o the water 
content in the mango is redmed Kven 
export of juices takes place ui the form 
uf pulp, it is panted out. llw label 
'synthetic' cannot be atdiched to KruUi 
as its ingredients are natural and rt 
contains no preservaiive, these sources 
aver. 


F ur those who cherish their coffee. 

the cup has turned u bit bitter. Tl)e 
decisMin of the Union cocninerce minis* 
try last month to revise the minimum 
release price (MKFl for the brew hasi 
hiked retail costs by more than 40 per 
cent. While planters welcomed the 2ii 
per cent revision in MKl*. traders, 
initially, boycotted auctions held by the 
C(^e board, fearing consumer resist¬ 
ance. 

At a full board meeting uf traders, 
planters and officials on 2B October, ft 
was decided to implement the decision 
of the commerce muasiry but many 
fears are yet to be laid to rest. Despite 
near unanimity in trade circles that the 
MRP revision was long overdue, there 
is considerable sc eptK'ism over the tim¬ 
ing of the hike. It has come at a time 
when the country is expecting a bumper 
<xffee crop of 2.25 lakh tonnes and the 
Industry is won^hng how it wifi in¬ 
crease domestic consumption of coffee. 
Worse, there is a fear of a massive glut 
in the global coffee market. 

Says planter and Coffee Board mem¬ 
bers Lakshenana Gowda. ‘The revision 
was overdue. Small planters were strug¬ 
gling for survival snee the govenvnent 
had not conducted regukr annual revh 


capable id resvahng the cimients of a 
finished manufartured pnidut. In the 
test condikied by the SupenirtendeAce 
Company. Krouu was taken m a crucible 
and briiled. 'llie residue was weighed 
after the miMsture eiapuraled. One 
would gel KMiutar n*sulls even if mangu 
juice was buled. 

These panics vouch Utr Kruirti having 
more than Ui per cent uf |u«n* content 
but refuse to divutcr funher trade 
secrets. They also emphasise that 
CirrS H unckteMimaimg the inlefii* 
eeiKe uf the aserage tunsumer White 
the cofttrmiTH'. rages, ihi* hiiaii con¬ 
sumer by and brgr reinaois quite uiiper- 
lurhed Hui cixir (i Iki'emUi*. and tlk* 
issik' will finally b<' nrwgvtd in the court 
whether they arc drinking a gwv nr a 
dnnk, 

li^Jhfi IlMcamMfrCifeun* 


sum of MKI^ Hut now. unhictunaiely. 
tfk* sudden uKrease las created a 
shmk. IThs problem would nut have 
cume if the goveminont had wivked up 
the prices gradually evt-ry year." The 
industry wiH now have to worry about 
overcoming cunsunK-r resisi ance as well 
as ncreasing the disnesiic ^'onsumption 
from the present Gtl.fMMoiines to levels 
matchuig the bumper produo.- this year. 
Kxpur 1 ». given tf^ intematinnal glut, 
ii'rhkelyto stagnate at a hi tie nv«r one 
Ukh tonnes. 

Says board member and exporter 
Ram^ Raja. ‘'The MRP has nothing to 
do wkh the export prices Uniiuse 
Indian coffee will fetch a much higher 
price in tbe world market.'* At i^esent 
the export prices are at least JO per cent 
higher than domestic coffee prices. 
However, this happy situation may not 
last. 

According to an article in the'World 
Tea and Coffee Journal* reprcxhiced bv 
inettan Cciffbe**The consequences of 
over-production w9 be feh throughout 
the year as importers are acutely aware 
that there is ample cuffee VI the pipeline. 
Sbeh knowledge is expected in be re¬ 
flected n the market as prices stay 
relsively low. according to traders." 


There is also pressure on the Interna¬ 
tional Cpffee Orgarusation. of wluch 
India isa member, to change its quota 
pebey which is due for a review m 
September next year. Any change is 
Ucely to affect India's exports adversely. 



Cofte* Ooard otfle* in 
MtK>9 priCM 


But. js hoard chamn.n K. Sunder 
Kajan reiterates, "At present, thua* is 
no problem for Indian coffee exports, [f 
there are effects of ttw hike in the 
duenestic market, il wdl be knr>wn only 
after a while." But one thing >s u^rtuin: 
Ilk* sudden decision of the commerce 
ninisiry is going to nviketlu- oiurd's 
task harder, for it will have lo c< iinhat 
both domestic consumer resist ntke «ind 
an international huntr)cr crop year. 
Rrakaali BalawadI ^ffMgHara 


Imeresimgly, there is no equipment 


COFFEE 


) 


Brewing a price problem 

The industry is worried about consi4mvr resisiatuY at fuane 
and a i^lut abroad in a year of humf}er output 


65 







U) htv« shifted (tctfs. Stys 
smkty. "bam has 
vin Lilly efennaitfd al men 
inn c( Laws cd Soctai Qycitt, 
Kns o( WamoTS. Aifts 
AcquioiHm lod al die other 
feu ves that made his woA 
so much more enieftwin^ 
.PvDcuhily to he rearer 
fed feihe compfeie abseme 
cd PrabhM Rarvan Sarfur 
.. .the leader o< a Hmdg cull 
caDed Uk Anand Mare which 
has been accused «v arson, 
drid abduction, haadomt 
perversion and mtematNeul 
terrorism.*' 


B ad news Ut Ravi Balm. 

ihc Anuid Mare*lovnt. 
hidon b»m beM 'Seline 
prtiphcl U duum. Accurdme 
10 ihe prvnhiaous US buu* 
nes,s mateuine. Forties, his 
new hu* <Sirvnvw/hr 
(irecif i fepi enifjn U is 

“'twful. appaira—«id duT. 

Worse siiO. furbei ctaem 
dun Kairs (M ftK anTHnouie 


B ail Indu IS nm 

dw smale^T irKkeidH 
el hwis li> pnimriv ii s new 
NurihSiar uwl AjolussacVK' 
appait IraWL's. As a part ol 
the SoiiliSiitrrdnih*. die 
itnvsflv wdalsoK' si'Umu 
dr^iHr W.<lkinois;axJ 
UlM'Ik^d duffel biiur and M\s 
Rila lndHHal>o to 
Iluaps and Wi'SliMi alKfUt 
MipplyMiu Ux> W^lkouiis 
wiwhari'MieK'ioHi'llfte 
aniund Ksiim. I’lirtlKt 
dowiaiurhH. tlkoeiM^nv r* 
liLiiuunKio 1 ompkiiH’iu iis 
Aiiiha><sa(i)ir laniu by 
markeUnti ^.okwies and 
atlenhuves 


N ow ihU IKJM ismakHiK 
plan$ in spife. ihi* difh’* 
rera 0ofe)n oi ihe lamly win 
have to dnidv what to do 
wiihthrvViSHfeumv (Irto 
diMsam hs» apparenlly 
aln adv heimnudr > 
diarth Shnram. who jR'ls 
Cl mrol ol hhnnm H<mda, 

Im> diHidMl that he wA hsiw 
ID sel lhi> nenpaiiy as he r» 

[s n m a piMini i» bear iImt 
burden III ils losses. 

Aimmuhe piHrnlial troM 

rtriMi'is for Uie nunpany M 
the riMNniiit are die Munials 
who are the Indvm p^iMs 
rdHei«H<iod\ andTeVo 
whwli once idanned tn Bo viui 
cniahiejtsai with Honda to 
mdd' (hr liidily successhd 
Honda Aatird automobiif 
Mdhvtn Mam, aaMip on 


Ittvi Bent: miaMd teracMl 

last year's stuck martH*i 
i rash. Hr »ik* claim ii> pre* 
soence apparesdy r one 
MMencrt 'IH* stock market 
vnUconunuetonse, but its 
total percunUBT iflin bv the 
vnd 19K7 may nut he as 
slrons •» ii s Bam n IUHti.** 
S<ilvs hirtn. iar from ife- 
(bclmB the itash. Hatn ei^ 
phitly prerkied that (he bud 
iiurkct wouU cuntnie unli 

Im** im. 

Intnipimgly. Batra seems 


A Ms anowroeni, IntesMrts 

Kata I) jin>Kointi lax'aJ 
with j Vit (mm n nv plans 
to etpami prc'^mc c Hi ibe 

Kanneras field. Ii is ninrimB h 
th^ proje^'l n l.m houw 
under wtiH*h tathrs will ^iliivh 
whool wiiftirm5 whs'll well 
then be sold b> Hata (h<iw 
rooms. Hats is iiU«* to)**!!; 
with (be t6v4 • >1 ?e( ting \j\) 
sepamic shdwcievns under 
Ihc bbel llinfly which will 
scM cbeapiv imced ahnlsAnd 
t K B<wiB nhoad wnh its 
plans u» bnrgtinUw Idore 
Vandr^jill, Mike Miiryini and 
lomnii HiHiMei* bWh. 






When we launched the Hero 
Honda CD 100 m 1985, we knew 
it was a good chii^. A Cut aft 

confirmed by die ownen. 

Some are moved by (he 
economy (80 km/litre*). Some by 
the easy mainienance Oihen by 
the Dame of Honda. And all % 

emit in the rkUng pleasure of Kj^fl 
India's only 4-9croke 100 cc 
Uke. Mooida engmeering— ^ ^^0 
Hero's choice. 

In aU, 200,000 happy owners, 
each hsi own reason 
ftettng good. To all of you, we 
cm say one thing. You've got a 
good thing going. 


All said and done. 









SOTLIGHT 


WE KNEW always that he 
waa hgrjt up on the Pres* 
idential syatem of (fovcm* 
meM. Hut beconunjf eiu* 
miHjred of the trappinjits of 
the American PresideniuiJ 
pcA ii. we feeL carrying 
thinf& a bit too far. 

Kor the latest on Union 
enertiy minister Vaaant 
S^the IS that he wants to 
Oehaiv vital political isaoes 
with OppoiUtHin stalwarts, on 
television. And his first 
choice amonit victims is the 
Marxist chief nunister of 
West Hcnxnl and Hrcheiypal 
bMnktkJyoii Bmu. With 
him, the iirepressibie Sathe 
wants to discusa the Bak* 
reshwar thermal power pru* 
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Jyod teau: Ihellpet victMT 

iect~an issue bound to 
fienerate much heat, con¬ 
sidering the opposing stands 
the Centre and (he state 
have taken on it. 

With uncharacterisik coy* 
ness, the minister did not 
come clean about his desire. 
Instead, he enUated the ser* 
vices of Congresstl) legisb* 
tor Su^ BhaRacharya to 
reveal his mind to the public. 
Perhaps, because tlus pv* 
bcular scheme did not ori^* 
ate in Sathe's otherwise fer¬ 
tile brain, but waa inspired by 
UniM nwuster of state for 
commerce Phya Kanjan Du 
Munahi (who had earlier 
wanted to address a joint 
press conference with West 
Bengal finance minister 



Vaunt SaMa. M e»Mar1 

Ashim Dasgupta and in- 
formation minister Hud* 
dhadev Bhattacharyya). 

Thv debate, the energy 
minister said, coidd be held 
at the state government's 
convenience. If the Leftists 
have the tune. Sathe hu the 
■xrhnalran—a bttle right-of- 
centre. 


KIG ISbeaiitihd. Hut Andhra 
Pradesh chief mintaler N.T. 
Rama Kao more than just 
ccMradicts Shumacher's die* 
Luv M Kuah; SMna twina 


HT A*manao W09Mt<lb9«l 

turn. Ife bebeves that big¬ 
gest IS best. 

l*he latest of Kao x gran* 
(hose plans to beautify the 
state captial is a SO foot. 
3S(l*tonne. statue of Buddha 
that was ftstsOed on 'Gib* 
ralur Kork' in Hyderabad's 
famuus Husiunn lake. 

The monument began 
the journey frum Raigiri, 
where 66 scufotors and 100 
wrorkers worked for Uiree 
years, to complete it. The 80 
km trip is perhaps the 
most vjqKnsive made so far 
by either man cr Cod. 

The statue, which was in* 
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stalled in the middle of the 
lake last week, has the Bud* 
(ffia serene and unsmiling. 
Hut road contraiiors, scul^ 
tors and all iix>se associated 
with Rama Rao's ei^nsive 
fancy, are laughing all the 
way to the bank. 


A PUSHY producer trying 
with aM his mi^t to get an 
extension for his tele*aerial. 
A party in power which be¬ 
lieves that nothing succfedn 
like reb^us excess. And a 
story called the Ranaym 
Ingredients which made 
possible the succeu of two 
H*year*old Bengali twins 
from Calcutta Named, 
appropriately enough. Luv 
and Kiuh, the youngsters 
have been chosen (from 
amung the countless hope* 
hilsi by modem-day Valmiki 
Kamanand Sagar to play the 
roles of Shh Kamachandra's 
twin sons in his recently- 
extended mythological mag- 
nuin opuSi kamayan. The 
dur>'x only qualification for 
the role (apart from their 
near identical looks) appears 
to be their musical t^ent, 

The filming at Umbergaon 
proved to be arduous, 
though. Shooting arrows 
under tlx expert tutelage of 
Risla Vabnikj left the twins 
with little time for them¬ 
selves. Back home. too. 
theirs was a packed itiner¬ 
ary. with all of Calcutta 
trooping out to greet them 
Kesuh; bfe. for them, has 
become one endess round of 
functions, where they have 
to bear wKh people who with 
to propitiate the 'divine' pair. 

Fame. Luv^y though U is. 
doesn't make for a very 
Kush*y existence. 


AS SaiKKAhTTH and Arun 
Lai went in to open Inc&a's 
innings in the first match in 
the India-New Zeaiar^ Test 
series, one of them was 
almost cerim to create his¬ 
tory. In the en^ the honour 
went 10 Arin UL 
The mwfen detiveiy of 






Richftrd llmdt«e*» third 
wtr W9S a lethal legcutter. 
whiA had Ul fending hel- 
pleady and then ofleraig a 
catch to a deehil Chris Kug- 
geie^ in the slips. This <hs- 
mnul made him Hadlee’s 
374 ih Teat vktira and ele¬ 
vated the Kiwi apeedster to 
the rank of the highest-ever 
wicket laker in Test history, 
upstaging Ian Botham v the 
process. 

Kis unfortunate victim, the 
dnnunaiive Lai, he said 

would "go do«m in memory 
as a very special person.” 
Hhilos<]ph|Sed Hadlw: '1m* 
ran, K^l and Marshal al 
have the potential, (to over* 
take his record!, But, rt> 
member they vdl have to 
overtake me.” The bowler 
also hoped that the biuruc 
Botham will come back to 
Test cricket with a bang and 
contend with him for a place 
at the top. 

Struggle, lor Hadlee, 
seems to be the spice of Kfe, 


THE NEHRU birth centen¬ 
ary celebrations commenced 
recently, at Teen Murti Bha* 
van and the star attraction of 
the function was melody 
queen E^ta Mnngeahkar. 
The other cele^ty ceWb* 
rants, inciuding President R. 
Venkataraman. vice* 
president S.D. Sharma and 
Prime Minister Kapv Ganda. 
being there, merely, as it 
were, on'sufferance, Pobte 
attention was paid to their 
^)eeches, but the audience 
sat up only when Lata came 
on centre-stage. And Man* 
geshkar, inspaed, no doubt, 
by the aafemnity the occa* 
•iorw excelled herself. Begin* 

ning her recital with a 5m* 
IsH sMofca, she went on to 
air^ an old Gandhi (the 
Mahatma) favourite. AMih 
lera naam. fbftowed by the 
jingoistic B^tuduron hade 
chilft ypay lumhe bde ta/s 
har (Soldiers, mardi on. vic¬ 
tory beckons you). 

T>ie pfiece de rvasMnee 
was, however, Aye men 
vttan ke fogoln—the song 
which had brought tean Co 
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Panditji’s eyes when K was 
6rsi si^ by Lau a( the 
Republic Day celebratioiis 
enmedately after the Indo* 
China war of 1962. The num¬ 
ber. dedicated lo the un¬ 
known Indufl sokhem who 
had died for the moilierland. 
had moved Netvti so that he 
broke down pubhdy. As did 
the speVbou^ audwnce, as 
memoncs ivere revived c( 
that day. so many years ago. 

Said Lata; "I have seen 
tears in PandkKs eyes when 
I sang this song. 1 do not 
know the price of ihuse 


AnfAiJi:panotMMfv 

lears, but the history of India 
will have to pay for them.” 


SHE HAD mainumed a dm* 
ntfied sdence al alung. Bui 
being caled a cheat by ex- 
husband Anup Jalotn waa 
more than Sonall could 
t^. And her pent-up ire 
found expresswn n an mier* 
view with kilitdhre. 

[>enymg the charge of 
cheaung on her husbaod, she 
dbebsed that she had always 
leveled with him about the 


new rnan in hei lifo. Anup's 
Ubalchi Roopkumar Katlx^. 
Being cuck^ded. the portly 
smger could live with. But 
his ego, evidently, found it 
difScult to take the fact that 
he had been upstaged by a 
mere accompanying ailiate. 
And one day he even (oh 
grief, oh horror!) broke lus 
wife's unpun into a hundred 
little pieces. 

Sonak. quick to the de¬ 
fence of lover boy. said: 
'IVhat’s so bad about being a 
tabekiM? Aren't Allah Rakha 
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and /akk Hussain (aMa play¬ 
ers?" (Mr Kathod. take a 
bow), Xan Mr Anup Jakrta 
ever match their status in the 
international arena?'* Then 
the cut direct: "Successhd 
bhgkn concerts and rnanipu* 
lat^ cassette sales dim't 
make a great singer." 

Still obviously smarting 
over Atiup's refu^ to prom¬ 
ote her career. Sonali 
ascribed his disinclination to 
las nferiority complex: "His 
tedubque is by np means 
perfect.*' 

Scurmg one for women's 
hb. Sonab wifl not be accept¬ 
ing any ahmony from ex- 
hioband. even thou^ Anup 
has extended feelers that his 
concert lees be hdied to help 
Mm pay las dues to the lady. 

Talk about making the 
best of a bad situihon! 
CawwMby tMM Qeawwiri 









Prize stud of Hindi cinema 
Chunky Pand^y is one year 
older. Hut no further away 
from pushy mother Snehlatn 
Pandey’s sari pe/bv'. Kven 
his birthday hash was orip- 
nised by mama dear, who 
looked on induHiently while 
dsrlmit son was all over any* 
thmjt female in sufht. He 
huRROd l.ubiu petted 
Sabia, Utrew in an nbliizatory 
kiss to fiancee Dimple and 
wluspered sweet nothings 
inUt the dusky siren, Kekha’s 
ears 

U this IS his way of setting 
all doubt s about hu prefer * 
cnees at rest, somebody 
should tell the guy that he’s 
trvine too hard. 


Oewid>;ectooiirtissanwt*i 

Jwtii are a thing of the 
pm. the Hotbyfifri w4 not 
sBow anyone anywhere near 
those famous cofW'hfther 
bps. 

The lieolM. of course, are 
an exception—both beta 

OMpW. no UseMp. piMM 


Sunny and popt Dharmen' 
dra. The latter got lucky 
during the fikiu^ of Aral 
latest venture, 

Ihe shrg required Umple to 
krss the hjstyjat on the 
mouth aftd aH prudery forgig* 


ten. the aubum'haired temp¬ 
tress promptly obliged. Only 
to defend later: *1t was just a 
quick, passing shot, not a 
real smooch. ” 

Disappointed, lady? 

After Sridevi. what? 
Fatherhood, a second tune 
round, for Miihun Chakra- 
bmty. Wile Yogeeta recently 
gave birth to another baby 
boy at Breach Candy Kos^r- 
al. With Mimo. his first-born. 
Mithuo cuuM not establish 
much Ufa rapport, because 
of his preoccupation with 
both work and ptty. So the 
young 'un developed into a 
regulv mama’s boy. Ihis 
time, the saturnine star in- 
tends to ensure that thi* new 
arrival grows up papa s pel 
and has. therefore, decided tc 
return to the straight and 
naiToW'-all detours named 
Sridevi, forgcAten like a 
dream. 


How did Siini Garewal get 
permission from the Prime 
Minister to make a film on 
him? Apparently, fjopi Arora 
htmself approached K^iv 
with the request that the 
much made-up Ms Garewa] 
be aUowed to interview him 
at length for her proposed 
film. Such a documentary, 
the dimunative Arora 
assured the PM, wouki 
greatly advance his standing 
abroad. 

Hut why on earth should 
Arora bother to boost Ms 
Garewal’s prospects. (After 
an. isn’t be allergic to the 
name Garewa). in any case?) 

Step forward. Uhinibhai 
Ambaju. the veteran indus¬ 
trialist and current Congres- 
s(I> hnanoer. who now has 
substantial ckut in Delhi. 

And so. when he asked 
Arora for a ft vour. the i and 
B secretary could not refuse. 

SimoAv to make it 

clear that neither this nor the 
endless ^xmsorships offered 
by Reliance to Sinu’s ven¬ 
tures should be interpreted 
as su^stive of any bn- 
propriety. After ail. Ms 
Gaiwil is a feminist and a 
professional. ■ 


^^etter lite than never. 
The poor nun’s Miihmi 
Chakraboriy, Govinda. has 
now i'cme clear about wile 
Sumta and new bom ckiugh 
ter Narmada. And true to 
(fihv prototype, he has now 
swung to other ex¬ 
treme—reg^g bystanders 
with his fotrv-pyan-bai'hchi' 
hai routine. Fatherhood, 
then, has accomplished the 
impossible—made the poor 
btUe boy from Virar even 
more oi a poor joke. 


Dim^ Kapadia goes coy 
in her middle age. ’I>ie sta¬ 
lling smoocbti of Siogar and 
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Of heroes and men 

Naseeruddin Shah—actor or commercial star? 



F or mou iesser monaU. and that 
fKkfdaa joumahata, to anter the 
galas ctf Film CKy, Bombay's con- 
creia and mortar tinsel town, is to take a 
step inio Wortderland. It is the (^aca 
where arc kj^u never dim and where 
the paper moon always shines. It is the 
place where dreams dreamt by small¬ 
town boys and girls are tranalormed into 
reality by the magical whirr of a movie 
camera, where layers of make-up and a 
jumble of pn^s transform reality into 
fantasy But for the superstan who 
work here, switching sets, costumes 
and personae, this is the stuff of life. 

One of the giants dominating this 
world of the real-unreal, is Naseeruddin 
Shah. In Sepember I9M, India Today 
was right on target vdten it claimed that 
*1*faseeruddin SM is nobody 's ides of a 
hern." And m August 19M. Hombay 
magasine reinforced that image with its 
comment. "Naseerxiddin Shah is the 
antithesis of the traditional hero." ^h's 
unique looks have helped create ihii 
unconvenllonal image, and together with 
the roles be has played, (hey have led to 
(he stereotyping of Naseeruddin Shah as 
an anti-hero. Is the versatile Thes¬ 
pian pbnning to retain (his title? 

"I'm sick of being the anti-hero. 
Labels are so convenient." says 
Naseeruddin Shah. But. despite the 
inbeient banality of labels, which is 
supreme hero territory, it is obvious 





that Naseeruddn Shah is a Car cry from 
being die archetypal heru Real heroes 
wear baggies that don't creaae and 
patent leather shoes that always shine, 
while Naseer sports a Gujarab dhoti* 
kurtd and ill* fitting ntofadis Heroes pos* 
sess beards that don’t seem to grow, 
while Naseeruddir Shah has to shave 
everyday. Heroes are surroun<led by a 
colene ot chamchMs.wMe Naseer\iddin 
aits alone in the make*up room readmg a 
Penguin edition of short stones. 

Although Naseeruddin Shah, the blue* 
eyed boy of art films, is now spendng 
more time in the big bad world of 
commercul cinema, he has no desire to 
transform himself from the anb*hero to 
the conventional hero '1 am not after 
that ai all 1 don't have any such idea ' 

The celulwd medium h^ fascinated 
Shah nght from his school days m 
NaimtaJ when he mimicked the his* 
Inonrs of Clark Gable and Spencer 
Tracy Hut exposure to popular Indian 
cinema, brought the realization that it 
was an escapist form where both the 
medium and the message served u a 
miHsage. E^ven so, he made a few 
hesitant fiirays into vacuous ventures 
cranked out by the commerciaJ ahas 
masaJa alias mainstream alias entertain* 
ment cmema 

On (he other hand. Shah’s perform* 
ances m Nf&Aani. Manthan and iunooa 
Benegal's inkigy on human ex^miion. 



Afwo'li Aecipivw 

proved that he had the coveted abibty to 
get under the skm of a flesh and Mood 
character. CnUcs who were bowled 
over by hi», intense performances ptaced 
tmn on a pedestal wlach had not been 
occupied by anyone ebe befcee. Bemg 
an NS1> and Fi^ Insbtme graduate, he 
aho approached actsig with an air of 
diM^t prnfessionahsm. So by the tane 
NaoeensdAn Shah was barely three films 
oU. he held exdusnv nghia (o being a 
"real actor" from Indy. {>espitf mcreaa* 
ing accolades, he showed no signs <4 



A# *Hwe Haataiv ewaoow wie ftyW 







acQumng the typical hero's over-sized 
image or for that matiei, ego Even ae 
late as IW. with nearly 70 Alins and 
three national awards to hs credit, as 
well as a cult fnltowing among Indy's 
•Bitelhgentsia, Naseervddm Shah was suU 
rejecting stardom. He was avoiding the 
"air-cor^ioned. cociioned existence" 
that IS ntimsic to what he calls "heroic" 
csiema. 

T hree years later, Naseeruddin Sh^ 
a btd ngged out as the "duty 
villager" he has played umpteen times in 
mows Mie Paar and Chakra. But now 
the role for the dav is different, because 
H requires him to smg and dance, beat 
up a few goondas, embrace a steamy 
sUrlet and so on ad nauseam AD (he 
stuff that supen^tars and heroes 
do, and anti*heroes reject. Here m Film 
Cgy. Naseeruddin vi^l spend almost 
eight hours a day on the sets of Kajiv 
Rtt's muhisiaim, TVidev (three gods). 
One o( (he gods y played by Shah-^a 
(hiny*eigh 1 *year*old man, hardly God, 
hardly star and certainly not hero. 

Naseeruddin has always known that 
ms Cace may not be his f^une. but the 
expressions that it can communicate are 
worth a mdbon bucks. The expresaion 
he wears si the aun of this day, are 
confusing. His face it very much the 
same as the fierce Brahmin's m Gmsh 
Kamad's Godhuk with those de«p*set 


Shah’s 

performances in 
Shyam Benegal’s 
trilogy on human 
exploitation, proved 
that he had the 
coveted ability to 
get under the skin 
of a flesh and blood 
character 
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Naseeruddin Shah 
has always known 
that his face may 
not be his fortune, 
but the expressions 
that it can 
communicate are 
worth a million 
bucks 


simd( nckshaw driver, wr does he 
aspire to be a star. He is a man whose 
bam has been aAected by Hindi movies. 
For thrs 'hrsl day, first iim/ wattah'. 
is a Hmdi movie in which he is the hero.'" 
Even ihough on screen. Naseeruddin 
Shah ptays Hero Hiraial with (treat 
panache, he doesn't ever extend the 
btter’s rules to his own life. Hlralal b 
oottnn with the desire to display his 
hero^ as seen m his exaggerated 
swagger or the swashbuckling nourish of 
his scarf, 

Off'screen, Shah's life seems to pos* 
ae$s little scopi* for exaggeration. It is 
bound by a phenoitwnal sense of deter* 
mination, diKipliM and perspective. 
The rules that govern his fife are more 
applicable to a sponsman than a star. 
Ihese are (he rules he learned at UeBii's 
prestigious Nauunal School of Drama 
when ft was headed by Ebr^um Alkaai. 
"He Uught me that acting is not fust fun. 
It is Uce any other )ob and requires 
discvime." Although Naseeruddin Shah 
admits (hat he isn’t a samt, he still (lies 
to wake up early every morning, hit out 
a the tennis courts at least ihnce a 
week and drvdi only un weekends. 


eyes, so piercing and yet Sfi uitrospec- 
tive. Hut the eyes don’t civnmunicate 
the same idealism and vitality that were 
visible in (he lawyer who appeared in 
Govind Niliakim’s Astkfosti, 

Four years after starring ui that 
memorable rule. Shah has grown disifiu- 
skmed. 1’oday llie idealbit’s face wear» a 
sense nt pathos with its gamin 
charm. Ilw disillusHKvnent with art 
cinema has been brewing over a number 
of years, but Shah has voKcd it ody a 
few months ago. And in the process, has 
rustled up a mega storm, worthy (4 
doi'uiiienUftg on film. Kight now. he has 
signed up fi!>r sue commercial films, afi at 
ore lime. 


D espite his unglamorous image, 
Shidi's own success story reads hke 
a melodramatk Hindi movie script. Once 
upon a Ume there was a civil servant's 
scei who from the age of five, was 
determined to beciane a famous actor. 
He was consumed nol by texi bucks but 
the act of watching people. The man he 
watched most intently was (ieo^ey 
Kendal whose roving Shakespearean 
troupe performed at Shah's school m 
Nainiul twice a year. (Kendall's inOu* 
elite un the young Naseeruddin is so 
well'known that it could take up a page 
in art cuicma folklore.) When the lime 
came to decide on a career. Shah made 
up his mind not to be an honourable 
doctor, lawyer or civil servant, but the 
wortd's greatest a^tor. His orthodox 
Muslim father wixildn't hear of it. 

(•r^ormsnee ^ oi anger, the impul* 
sivc adolesceiit packed his 
bags and Icfi liome. He 
Ix^arded the train to l^ibay, 
which to his small-town 
mind, seemed to be a city of 
golden upponunity. *niere 
luik played truant with him. 
His pu.kei niuney ran out. 
and he was kirced to sell his 

^ clothes al tJhor Bazaar. His 
sch(x>l blazer went for ten 
bucks. VVlien he fimiliy found 
work as an extra in films. 
Naset'iuddm roomed with fif' 
1 y other souls in a tsri lac* 
lury at B<imbay Central. 


S halt IS well .iwan* ih.it 
thru* cs mure itkisab 
lluiu nuilliT 111 ilic coimiKT- 

cul nvivirs. Kui I hilt d(K>n't 
K'ein to nut'l l lum oiv KKa. 

"if the A'liir IS ijiHxl. hb 
Uk'lU will CUIIK.* *.Hlt. StKKKT 

or laUT. <H i.oui'sc u kx 
d^*nds on tlu.* dirt*citff. An 
actor cannot tx* biillkini with* 
oul llic direcUir's help. II ycni 
happen (o be siiK'k m a film 
with a faulty char*K'tcr, ihero 
is nothing you ivm do ;ibuui 
U. You :irc dtMimed." In lus 
own career. Sluih giics 






Soon even the snialt-dme rules were 
tard to jset and empty pockets saw hm 
dleeping on road». under bus stups. mi 
pavements, alongside Painp«»Jt res< 
tauranl or outside Natxnial Colle}^* 
Then orte day. just like in the movies, 
the rnes:^h came. A grey I'ar 
slopped outside National Collejte and a 
manicured foot sieK>ed <iut. '[ht foot 
I belocjted to Saeeda. Uikp Kumar's sas* 
> ter. and a friend of Shah’s lather's. Tht 
runaway enfant lerriN^ was waslied and 
fed and sent back Imnu*. Hut on the tram 
he swore to himself tlwl ‘'<inc' day 111 be 
back ' 

The rest is his lory. Riiicbsh honours 
at Aliiiarh Muslim University: a success¬ 
ful stint at Delhi's Naium^ Schrv)l of 
Draniu (NSD): a scholarship ai India's 
prenm^r ait inn instil ule at PocRia: and 
finally, \fsfwnr ^ml tk* bijt break with 
Shyiiin lieiu^Kdl. NiouxTiiddin Shah was 
hack. juHi AS he had priHiUM'd houM'lf. 

B y iis’oHliii^ Ihe Irop of fittmR into a 
siviifK oHuild. Skill h«(« manuKtiJ 
l<i Rtah rok^s tlml shtm' off vcrsatil' 
ity. lie can plav ;i slraiRlit*Ui'cd liispec* 
tor (ihule {'/Vie Murtfrr) and a 

' di sensed slum dviii fCVukraV with i^^ual 
, convictioT>. Hut his obsessHm with the 
I notion nf exploding stereotypes Itas led 
htm to he pel I eived as an itcti>r dei«)td of 
a distiTU'l identity. On iht' om* hand, he is 
IryinR to sk^oRli off tk* arty label b) 
movinp oiu ol art cinema. On tk otiirr 
hand, he has a host of realist m' i hiirac* 
lers liauntin^i his strei'i; career. 

Son Jill, wlio si rills (in the* sei:^ o( 
'V>Kfcc. lolally ill e.isr wUh a qualifK'd 
actor like NasceiiKkJin. says, "li s so 
funny to sec him dtiKir.g. Oi‘e has only 
seen him actinR." Well put. And 
NnseeniridiTi must rc'alrrv Tliat hismtolli- 
' gemi* and self-respect infuse a sense of 
mockery mtu iUI his Mithim-stylc cellu- 
kjkj capers. 

'Ihus nuvkury is probably a produci of 
his own flair fur parody. “My cihivc 
I talents have not yet been fuffv ex* 

' ptoited,” he says. iV only film When* 
' Shah's comic hisiriunics come to the fore 
! are ill Kundan Shah s uprniiCKnia socyl 
comedy. Jjdm' Bhi do I'aarcui SpeakviR 
of Nasver’s ’’scream of an appeat am e as 
the stylised and villainous lawyer" n 
Sneed Mtzds Wohan/rmfe /Vaaz« //o. 
noted cniK Mnithili Kao reinforces this 
idea, “ffis capacity for humour hasn’t 
been nipped. He is t’xcrllenl at setf 
parody." 

R ight now NasccruJdin Shah is far 
tuc consumed by his careei In 
throw teasers ai himseU. He has very 
little time to pause, leave alone stop and 
think. When he’a not before the camera 
he'a on stage producing worthwhile 


theatre wiU) hb cv’Siarref for kfe. Ratna 
Pathak Shah. His dedication to theatre is 
an important dimension because it is the 
medium through which he tetams dose 
contact with his wife and the real world. 
Despite hi5 heavy shouting schedules 
this year. Shah has managed to squeeze 
in iltfec pkiys— fk (iodot. 77 k* 
Odd CtMJ$3h and 77ie is'nd Oume. Rven 
after nearly eight hours U endless takes 
under a super strong sun. Shah wipes oA 
the* trickles of perspiraikm and gets 
r»*adv 111 zip out of Film Chy in Ns Maruii 
lor a reheaisb of I’earl l*adam>ee*s 
/Vaqgerous iiaisrirL 


What is it kke switching mediums? 

"It’s ail one and thi‘ sum* thing." 
repbes Shah. “Bad acting u Utd acting. 
Whatever is bud on stage is cmisider^ 
lihu and whatever is bad on ftlin is 
considered stagey." Although to some 
people, theatre and film might have 
certain muluaDy exclusive pr<»pert>cs. at 
this moment. Naseeroddin Shah (ioe.sii'i 
think It IS important to dehne them. It 
betrays his famous aversion to caiegix- 
izaiion. 

Kor now. Naseeniddin Shah, acloi 
supreiiH'. defies all definitions. Both liis 
life and his career are teeming with 
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Shah has managed 
to grab roles that 
show off his 
versatility. But 
his obsession 
with exploding 
stereotypes has 
led him to be 
perceived as an 
actor devoid of 
identity 


mnunK*rabk* options And to him, even 
though sixm of them might apfiuar 
extniradictory*. they are an capable of 
cu-existnig. 'rivxigh many perceive him 
to he at ihe emss-roads, Niiseeruddin 
Shah seems tu be nowhere near making 
spe^tf*^ cbmees. Which is why m a single 
HfrliiiK*. He will bt* Kajiv Kni’s dc*vas u cll 
as filmland's down-tu-tiarth guy. or the 
angry* young man as well as a cdmjKised 
and dedicated aclor. leading man and 
anti-hero, mature husband and boyish 
rebel. Hy preserving his iiKompaii^e 
components, exploiling his chameleon 
chanK'ler, hi* miglil niumbte oiitu the 
third dunenskm which will txxisl his 
ovnmernal image without diminishing 
Ns other manifestatKins. 

Aiwradh# MahMrWftowitey 
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Snakes and ladders 

Bahujiunas expuLsion from the Lok Dal leads to speculation about the 

creation of a splinter Opposition group 



«ir the Opposition, every 
srniill Klep forwHrd lus meant 
a one bM'k. Kach lime 
miily nukves appear In be 
mukinK some fieadway. (hey 
Auffer ^rnm soirH* avlhuck. Hu( never 
before l;ave (he chances of (he Opposi* 
(ion nHTipni( lo form a new pany 
HC'emerl as bleak aft ilwy do now. 

Cm 15 November, the l/ik Dal s|}bt 
l^retudeni KdhuKtim was expelled 
by the Devi I.al favtiim at a reqiisiiHined 
mt*e(inK of the party in New Delhi. 11)C 
HaryHnn chief minister was elected in his 
place by a mssive maj(m(y af(er (he 
nieerinK cntinHcd Hahuguna fur his 
"negahve rok’’ ;ind for creating 'many 
hurdles m the way of Opposition unity”. 
The split has ix’cuned just a month after 
the Congresses) leader K.K Unrulmah- 
nan created a fhitter by pulling out of (he 
Janata Dal* the* unified Opp^un party 
the Congresses) was to be part uf. along 
with the Janata, (he l/ih Dal and the Jin 
Miir<'ha. linniknshnan declared that his 
puny would stay (xit on the day the 
merger was formally announced n Bang* 
aiore. Adding to the problem is (he Jan 
Mivchu convenor Rum Dhan s perse* 
tent refusal to recognise he leader V.P, 
Singh's decision to merge the Murrha 
svith the Janata Dal. lie foninues lu 
insist that the Mnrcha should exist as a 
non poliiK'al urgMOiaaiion. 

And that's not all. To compound the 
sorry cixifusun, there is the possibility 
that Bahuguna. Unnikrishnan and Ram 
Dhan—wlx) arc m touch with each 
other- may ftvm tht-tr own party. When 
confronted mth rep<irt8 to this effect. 
Bahuguna denied them but added, 
perhaps signtfkanrly. that all proposals 
concerning future action wfl be placed 
before the convenixm that his fiction of 
the [A>k Dal will bold. UnniknshnaA 
neither confirms nor denies the report 
("What about a new party?” ''Mayt«. I 
cannot say,” was his re^y). He adds, 
however, that if members of the seven- 
member Df^x^tion National Front cre¬ 
ate problems for Bahuguna and Ram 
Dhan (i.e.. expel them), then the Con* 
gressfS) ”wili assess the new situation'*. 
Knm Ohan was unavailable for comment 
but he. tuu. hasn't denied reports of the 
hxive to set up a new party. 

7d 


If Kahuguna. Uonkrishnan and Ram 
I gun have been drawn together, then A 
is mg orgy because they share a kfl-cg* 
centre ideokigy. They also share an 
apathy towards Devi L^. Hahuguna and 
the Haryana peasant leader h^ once 
united against Apt Smgh. Charan Saigh's 
son. to spbt (he Lok Ual. But their 
differences began surfacing soon after 
they became leaders uf the Lok DaKb>. 
After Devi Lai's massive vklory in the 
Haryana eWciKuis, the retatkmship took 
a turn for the worse, but it is only m the 
receM past that it attained the nature o( 
a running feud. 

struggle for political ascendancy, 
of course, was settled in Devi Lai's 
favour wei before the November party 
convention which expelled Rahu^na. 
Or specifically, vihen BaJiuguna's right- 
hand man. Sharad Yadav. deserted hun 
lo )oin ranks with Devi Lai. Yadav. who 
was described as a "trusted keutenant”. 
switched sides after accusmg Bahuguna 
of playing (he CongresstD’s tune and 
debberaiely thwarting Opposition unity. 

Jnitialy though, rt was Bahuguna’s 
reservations about V. P. Singh that were 
perceived as (he obsiade to the uniiy 

OppeeMen 


moves. Bui m time, these touk secimd 
place to his disaffection for Devi Lai. On 
hi5 pan, V.P, Singh is much more 
favourably disposed towards Devi Lai. 

He lias declared that he "would be 
happy' if Bahuguna were to )oin the 
Janata [>al. However, he has made no 
effort to effect a reconciliation between 
the two Lok t)a1 leaders. 

Ram Dhan's reservatxms over the 
merger of the Jan Morcha with the 
Janata Dal surms in part from his belief 
that the fnnner should retain ii^ identity 
as an independent and non political orga- 
rasation. He is also upset with V.P. Singh 
t(ir not conaulting him on organisatiotul 
decisions. However, of late, the Harlan 
leader has been engaged in a number uf 
unpleasant confrontations with Devi Lai. 

For instance, at a CongresiftS) meeting. 
Devi Lai referred lo Kam Dhan as a 
itwitar during a conversation with an 
Opposition leader. Ram Dhun is opposed 
to Devi LaJ's caste-based polilicK--all 
(he more so since Lai represenlx Ihe 
upper castes and their interests. 
Moreover, any Oppositkjn fomiation 
which includes Devi Lai, vrho has be¬ 
come an infhiential politician m his own 

■1 ■ Jan MoraM meatlng: eonlvslpn M Pwrwriis 
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rif(ht. cou^ weU ijznore the backward 
and scheduled castes. Already. Kam 
Dhan is upset that the Janata L)al has not 
hij^hliffhted issues that affect the Harv 
jans. His camp followers say that the 
leaders of the unified parly ai^t^ar 
committed to appeasinic the upper 
castes, with sa eye on ibeir vote bank. 

In contrast to 1tahu>!iina and Kam 
Dhan, Onniknshnan was in the thick at 
unity moves njtht from the very begin* 
ninp. If be did not accept the merger 
announced at Bangalore it was partly 
because he felt that the Janata Dal was 
fi^rsakinp the left*or*centre line that its 
leaders had decided to adopt earlier. 
Unnikrishnan. who still heheves that 
V.lV Singh IS the key to an unified 
OppusilK>n, was upiiet over the manner 
in which the merger was efft*ct«l. He 
holds Devi Lai responsible to a great 
extent hir this. Unniknshnan has hixm 
very cntical of Uvvi Lai for making 
preinnture and ad ho*' MlatemenlH 
announcing Opposition unity. 
“Chaudhary Devi Lai went about like a 
bull tn a china shop,” he \<M Sunissv. 
(311 Detober^’S Novembt^r) just after 
the Bangalore meeting whah anmunced 
the merger. 

IJmukrishnan's differentes with Devi 
Lai came out in the open much earlier. In 
July, at a meeting convened in the house 
of Biju Hatnaik, Devi 1^ announced 
what he claimed were “V.K. Smgh's 
decisions" on the name, flag and symbol 
of (he proposed unified party. This led 
Unmknshnan to protest that the Cem* 
gressfS) was not party to these deci* 
sions and that its consent could not be 
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mt R«n K.P. ilMiMlinan antf 

l^en fur granted. Smgh intervened in I In stnr 
say llisl they were only ' proposals" and I nan. Ha 
the meeting ended on this under* amount io 
standing. cUant th? 

A few days Liter, some Oppositum Kohuguna 
leaders met at Harvana Hhavnn. Basi'd small aret 
on the (hscussions triinduc’led by Devi here thee 
Lai). IIh* flag, syrnhol and name of the Kam Dhai 
unilied party (then referred to as the leader uf 
Samaiwadi Janata Dal) was announced. LongreniM 
Devi I.aI mamtaiaH that the CongrenstS) leader K 
was party to the discussium, but Unrak' measure ' 
nshnan. in a a letter lu V.H. Smjd). has restrx*led 
dcM nbed the ebun as a ''despii abk: be", hi* was vl 
llniMknshnan says that hts party had can. like D 
made it clear from the wry teginmng theless. i 
that thi* effort should be to create a new images th 
part y^wit h a radk'^v new ciinstH ulmn. real mflut 
flag and image. ”Hui we wer* caught up hrwns iru 
in I be wheeis of Janata l^y puMk's,” Mui*h>i 
he says. Ditfukrrtiinan has asked V.J*. huw ntuci 
bingh, Apt Sin^ and Kamakfishna leaders in 
Hegde to clarify who authorised Uevi Lai uhserves 
to make the anni)uncement>, which, he party pim 
says, came as a "rude shock" to all in the assurance 
CungresstS). Recently. 
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ItAnuguMiwHrttwy tonus now party? 

I In stnctly eleiloral terms. Dnmkhsh- 
nan. Hahuguna and Ram Dhan do not 
amount to much. Despite his supporters' 
cUknf that he has a Mlowmg In Hihar. 
Kohuguna's influence is reslncted to a 
small area of Dltur I'radesh—and even 
here the extent of his sway is debatable. 
Ram Dhan has yet ta eiiM^rge ns a major 
leader uf (he Hanjans. As fur the 
LongresslSj, ii is a spent force. Only its 
leader K.P. Unnikrishmin has some 
measure of influence, but this is 
restrx'led to the regKHi ui Kerala where 
hi* was viecied from. .Vot one u( them 
can. like Devi l-il. deliver a slate. Never* 
theless. they are all politkians with 
images that transi eix) ilwir pockets ol 
real mfkieiKe and can tx* part of l lie 
hrwns trust of any Oppositiixi allmnci*. 

Mui h will TK)W depend on whctl>t*r and 
how much V.r. Singh wants the three 
leaders in the J.’tnata Dal. Dnniknshn.tn 
uhserves that all uf them could join the 
party provided they were given clear'Cut 
assurances on some specitic issues. 
Recently. Bahuguna spelt out some of 
the puinis oci whx'h assuraru'es would be 
wek'ume: among them, the setting up r»f 
an electoral niflege comprising members 
of all the parties Deitarmg dial he was 
toufty opposed to the idea of nominating 
members to bead various party bodies, 
he stressed that it was p<«sible to hold 
elections for tbi'm right from the outset. 
Sunt* <j( Balwguna's <»iher 'demands' 
were a dearly defined party constitution 
and a one man‘<me post stipulation. 

If the Janata Dal does not win over the 
three leaders and their small fuUuwuig 
soon, then it la possible that they wdl 
form a new party. If they du. then it is 
Hkety that they wifi try to enlist the 
suDPurt of the conmigiists. Ihe 
success of this strategy will depend on 
whether V.D. Singh chooses to gu along 
with Devi Lol and furges an alliaiKC with 
the Bharatiya Janau Parly. If he does, 
then the conununisis may well support 
Uie new party. But at the moment, much 
uf this remains coiy^ture. What is 
certam is that Opposition unity appears 
more elusive than ever before. 
t anwa MnetslyWew OM 
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lO AVAN SHAflW _ _ 

Bull in a Haryana shop 

Why does nobody talk about wltat Devi Lai is up to? 


T lierc are many ways o( proving that a 
man it corrupt. But C^udharv lK*vi 
Lai has found a iww one: anybody 
wiv) dtsaxrevs with him must have 
been paid tcj do su. 

lievi Lai's methods have led him lo sonw 
interesting cunclusiona. In 196J. he loM a 
' convcniKui of OppcKutMt parties m Chandigarh 
! that Cluiran Singh and hts advisers were on iIk* 
, payroll of the CongressCh. In IW7. he ptrked on 
' Charm Singh's son. A)n. Not only had Apt Sngh 
' lx‘en pnid by the Congress to part l)evi LaJ from 
his destiny, but the Chaudhan even knew the 
exact figure involved: Rs 2 crores. Next, it was 
the turn of Chundra Shekhar, whose strange 
unwiUmimrss to regard Devi [ 41 I as the uniueS' 
ttoned leader of tiK' OppositKVi was attributed to 
infusions of Congressfl) cash. Now, it’s H.N. 
Bnhugum who is getting Iht* Kill Devi l.al 
treatment: 'Congress agent', etc. 

Of course, in the world acciirding to Devi 1^ 
U IS remarkably easy to absolve yourself of thi^iK* 
corrupts Ml charges. All you have to do is become 
friends with the great man. So. when lk*vi Lai 
touched Chann Singh's feet m 1^ and re¬ 
lumed to the Uik Dal fold. I lie old tYKTupuan 
Allegations were qtaelly forgotten And when he 
ma^‘ up with Ajit Stngh. wlxi he now describes 
as a 'beloved nephew', Smgli probably relum'd 
the mythical Ks 2 crores to the Congress, bven 
Chandni Shekhar, last montti's Congress hekey. 
is this month's 'brother a^id cnOeague'. As Ut 
Baluiguna, the former leader of the Lok Dal 
faction that Devi Lai ha:^ now appropruted, it's 
going to be some time before he kisses and 
I makes up with the Chaudhary. aruf so the 
comipiion charges will be around fur a while. 

1l>ere are two extraordinary aspects to all 
this. The first is Devi Lai's bra^nr^s wid the 
I almost total absence of any shame. And the 
second is the unwillingness of independent 
commentators 10 piunt out that the Haryana 
chief minister is a very strange man. indeed. 

The Chaudhary'a brasenness knows no 
bounds. During his campaign agamsi ihe Punjab 
accord, his right-hand man was I). K. Chaudhary. 
the editor of P^ng. When Peeng attempted to 

expose c^uruptioo in Devi Lal'egovemmeni. the 
chief minister, without a trac'e of embarrass¬ 
ment. began to suggest that Us editor was a 
crook. 

Then, there is his misuse of the state pobie 
and intelligence machinery. Whenever the 
Chaudhary visits another sute. 250 Haryana 
plainclothetmen turn up (without informing the 
state administration) to asiwss how the great 


lllan*^ visit will fare. Him mtelligeni’e dcpsrtinenl 
alM> Ims men in Dellii cnirusted wilti tlw task of 
keeping tabs on all other <>piK>siti(in (cadvrs, All 
uf this cs Quite -[tcvi LhI is even proud of 
H- 

S<inie weeks ago. he (oki the \xik Dal's central 
purliamciitary b<vkrd iliai ilw party's central 
offwe m Ik'llii wa« wmktng itgiiinsl him. He was 
askoO to substanisite his claim. "Intelligence 
reports." hi* replied wnhout batting an eyelid and 
pi 4 needed to n*<id out the ivini’emtKi report. His 
ixjfk'agucs wtTe shocked’ "tJo you spy on the 
party's own ittfkvf" i«ne asked. "Yes." said the 
Chaudhary smugly. "Mv men are everywhere " 

There's also his aiiitudi’ to money. 1*he Lok 
Dal's pioud boast, in the days when Charan 
Stfigh led It. was that it never t<K>k money from 



Oevi L«i a (t« unto hhnoan 


businessmen. No kmger. N"W. Devi UJ collects 
funds fnm everywhere. He is so awash in 
bquidily that at any given lime, lie entries a 
minimum of Ks lakhs in cash on him. He never 
expbkLs where this money comes from. 

None eg (he above is secret. Nearly every* 
body wlxj IS invigved in Op(xisiti«)n politics 
knows about the Cbaudhary's ways. Why then, 
do you never read about it? 
indeed? 

The adversi' relationship between the press 
and the gi>venui)eni in n denvxracy means that 
while the rulmg party geU it m the neck, less 
atlentkn is paid to tJx’ Opposition’s misdeeds. 
There is something to be said for this principle. 

Hut et the case of Devi Lai. perhaps, it has 
been Udien too fai. The press has a dutv to 
enh|diten its readers about a man who thinks 
nothing ig manipulating a byelectiou fin Karida- 
bad). whose idea of democratic discourse is the 
law of the jungle, whose griinddaughl^f'nt'bw 
has ac\‘«>s to guns that mystcrviusly misfire 
dihee m quick suicesiuon, and whose i ape<g the 
pigrtical system briMiks rH> paraHel, 

Would you like to be ruled by this man? • 
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lyiaestro moves on 

Zubin Mehta bids farewell to (he New York Philharmonic 


I t will be the end of a long innin^js and 
a cherished association. Zubin 
MehUi musk directtir (j( the New 
York I’hilharmonic since the 1978*79 
season, has decided ml to continue m 
his post after his present contract ex¬ 
pires in 199U-91. When he completes his 
tenure. Mehta will have held the post for 
13 years, longer than any other conduc¬ 
tor in the orchestra's U7 year htsiocy. 
The early announcement is meant to 
fpve the managers enouffh ume to look 
for a replacement. 

“After a period of deep reflection." 
Mehta said. "1 have come to the condu- 
8H>n that at the end of the 1990'91 
season, my life must turn toward other 
direcliuna. Having held the position of 
musk director with varxius North Amer¬ 
ican organisations smee 1961, I must at 
this juncture pursue artistic en¬ 
deavours whK'h have to do with less 
administrative iKliviiy than that with 
\^ich a musk director is usuaky* m 
volved. 

"I have indeed enioyed my tenure 
with the New York Philharmonic 
tremuiKkiusly. making musk with them 
at home and all over the world, and I 
certainly look forward lo the coming 
seasons. 1 have gamed enormously from 
this experience and have had the pka* 
suie of sharing music with some of ihe 
finest orchestra) muskaans in the world. 

I have never been deterred from con- 
Unuing the great IradiOon of the New 
Yoi k PhiUaruionk whkh 1 inherited, and 
certainly hope that my contributions to 
this organsatkn have been in keeping 
with what makes this orchestra one erf 
the finest ensembles in the vrorU." 

M^ia k now in his eleventh seaso.i 
as music director of the New York 
Philharmonk. with which he spends an 
average of 22 weeks a year. In October 
1983. Mehta's contraa was extended 
through the 1990*91 season. Mehta and 
the orchestra relumed from a trium¬ 
phant tour erf the Soviet Union ii Jisie 
19S8. After three perfi^mances in 
Le nin gr a d, as well as three in Moscow's 
Tchaikovsky HaH, tlie ten-day tour eli¬ 
minated in a historic joint concert in 
Coricy Park with the State Sym^iony 
Orchestra of the Soviet ministry of 
culture. 

Between 18 August and 10 Septem¬ 
ber, 198B, Mehta led the orchestra on a 
cribcaUy acclaimed 16<OAcert lour of 13 


cities m ten F.urnp^n countties Mi'hl% 
has also led the Phdhamiomc on lours of 
Latm Ainenca in 19H2aiid 19B7. Europe 
and Israel m 19H5. Asia in 19A4, the US 
m I9K1 and 1983 and Mexico m I9ft) 

Ketvfflly he conducted a new produc ¬ 
tion <rf (ftfA/ at Ihe Vienna Stale (Ipera 
and the highty praised new Li» Angeles 
Musk Centre Opera production of Tns- 
tan and designed by David Hock¬ 
ney with the Los Angeles Phdharmonk. 


1 hm WnI nfoyW nqr Inn 
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the Italian summer festival, Mangkj 
Mitsua/e J'lorvnttna 
Steplien Stamas. the president of (he 
Philliantionic-Symphony Soaety of New 
York. Inc, cixnmented. "Zubm Mehta 
has provided outstanding artisik lead* 
crslup to the or<’hes(ra. and our musical 
hfe has been enrkhed by his contnbu- 
Hons. We regret that he has decided not 
in conumie after the end of his present 
contract. Hoivever, we look forward to 
the next three yean of his leaderahip of 


iMriheMaridsHrlii 

wriiarilwWrManwl 
to I* nnfef««««. 1 km 
pM inonitoHl)'Inm Hi 
«9iri«Kt arilim M •* 


MM el hi iMt OllHlM 



Bom m Bombay. Mehta grew up fii a 
musical household. His father Mehk 
Mehta, currently musk Erector of the 
American Youth Orchestra in Los 
Angeles, cxi-founded the Bombay Sym- 
phuiy Orchestra. At 18, /uboi M^ta 
abandoned medical studies to pursue a 
career n musk at the Academy of Musk 
in Vienna. Seven years later, at (he age 
of 2S, he conducted the Vienna and 
Berlin Philharmonics. He returns 
annuaHy to both orchestras. 

ZubA Mehta's 1961-67 stint as the 
musk directed of the Montreal Sym* 
ph^ gave him the crucial visibikty 
whkh M to Ns 1962 app<«gment as 
I music Erector of the Los Angeles 
Philharmooic. This made him the 
ymmge.^U mu^ir directiif* of a major 
Amencan orchestra, a post he held for 
16 years. 

Concurrent with his philha/monic 
duties, Mehta is musk dir ector for life of 
the Israel Phitomonk. He also regular¬ 
ly conducts (he Vienna Suatsoper and 
the Ro)al Opera at Cevent Gar^. He 
also serves in an advisury capacity for 


turn 1^; sBoeuili lilin a pnen I 

I the orchestra." 

Added the managing director of the 
Orchestra, Albert K. Webster. "These 
years working with Zubin have been 
deepiv satisfj^g to me to d of tNs 
Phdharmonk colleagues. He brings inex¬ 
haustible energy. tremerxkMJS enthu* 
susm. absolute loyahy and the highest 
standards of personal integrity to every 
tacet of the orchestra's life.” 

He went on: *'His magnificent artistry 
has given joy and peace to miUions. His 
stewardsl^ of the PNlharmonic over 
the decade has left an extraordinary 
legacy to Ns successor and to the 
publk—the finest orchestra in the 
wcekd. ] count as one of my life’s 
greatest privileges the opportunity to 
hdve been part of the Mehta years of the 
New York Philharmonk. Zubin never 
NItered in Ns devotion to hjs orchestra, 
he was available at all hours from every 
comer of the world, and he met each 
problem head on, with an uncanny ability 
to tnun^ over tmuNe and to (ranafunn 
adversity into oppratunity " 
mrnd Tofti 
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EXPATRIATCS 


Unfriendly relations 

Kadsni is raimily hcamm}* hismudonaHsvft in Thaicheritc !hvatn 


“Tbi- ftuhi /.N'is/ii i.s J 

Oh' sf.i/r 'A'Uk'U vimflrv/^ And 
uuih<}tt^v>^ H «'vrv< lu ik~f.iuh m th>' 
mslitiifums ,vui sins frr/rs trf i»*f\ mhJ 
I/I till lH-h;ivsnii It! IIs i»iltlH WfiiijN. ’ 
A. Siv.iil'iihLii fu iiiiff (.ttss 

lit.kill ImIik' l^ iMki «iiiv.i?4i ttith 
i;i(rni>t'' stnrMcMi tvib* 
\v\i >. skii'Idirii; Immvv Iriiiu'lHHMiH. 
I'riki ImsIkiii* riuy lud U* iIh' iK>mi. Ih** 

Itvixidii nnd Stiulliall thAs nvtv U* iliuixs \ 
iii lh(' |uN. iirid Uu' I imiI riuiy 

i-IDUCCTIOlM 






4VNi6 

FmOM^d ho iU€ 
nCki poir^OS-€ ^ 

L o+Vvcv Side* of 
kw^u&o/ 


lir«‘ni. c^fjy tin !»4>me sucl iiT vKiri. Um* 
prrliKiiianct* <if ihiisi* m ronservuiiv^ or 
iil)eral burouKhs (like 1 ower Hamk'ts in 
KnM Umdoii. (wnou.sfor rtsdl lreatmeM 
lit H^nfeUdeshis) i6 hUk* less lhan iarcic- 
al Ironnafly. nt Thairher's fast rmivinjr 
Kntam. the Race KeUtMAS Act seems to 
he cunoudy slatii at I he 197b lev'eL 
'HIh* ikI has nii teeth, no Ki>n» 
wen/* sMd A Savanandan. direcinr o( 
like Institute t4 Rare Relations **U 
t’aiAol bile. '* IH.' inlamous act. which m 
Tl< presem form » a revision o( thi* ]9hH 
»’l. has created a body called Convnis* 


TIm imnvMfll tfirowt h 
cnirthi e( fKt itMoni te 
kttp the ifvtrM ftfmic 
fflinontmsitWM, 
fqHiUiniinddto^ 
The nee isiufii kept 
burning through 
convoluted ceunei ike the 
HedemAwareneei 
T rMng which start! Mfith 
the prmst thit nctsin b 
in bitegnl pvt ot white 
society 


(kMirlf.r 

no lori^jir Ik* kilhnK Asurrs in brood 
dfivIfK^it. hill the 1 ‘sseiKe suivwk. R*- 
isin 1 TI riiiitrhenie Hnt.iin p/«ispers. 
llK>ui;h in iIk’ skidnws 

lory siM'< e^s hjis inennl I hat even the 
politK s ol hlHt'k (lower Ii;i\'e dnided. 
A^MOs .mil Alio k .irilHMiis no loriKer 
ruis<‘ ;i I'lcndied fist lowlier hvei> 
anion»< Asuins. tlien* » o ^phl b<‘iwet*ri 
thi* St»iilh,ill Siklis. (Ih IC.ist I’>hI Khik* 
ladesliH diid the .itfluenl l^>G«n<icin (mi* 
^aratis. And to kwp the diverse ethne 
niinoriiies satisfud, squahbhnx and dis- 
unitt‘<i» (he itovernnient throws in 
I’mrtibs of lacv i c latums. The race issue 
kept hi/moikT ihroiqeh c<'o\'r^ted 

courses like tlw Racism Awareness 
ITdininy: which starts with the premise 
that rai'isni is an inte^al part of white 
soCM'ty, 

l odny every Iih oI <'iAiniU has a raie 
relations or.i asiuimniiy relatains ol6ce. 
Bui whde I hose m lalHiur*c<»fttrolled 
councils hkv I'alin^t, Hounslow and 


Sion for Raimi Bguabiy (CKKI for snuKi- 
thuif! out rate relabons. The CKK is 
today the apex rare relations body m 
Britain. Curiously, it Is appooRed by the 
jjovemmenl. Km ils de^y dumnan, 
Hhifchu Pankh. brushes aside entnsm 
A atvoMidi*- plow—rWip tfii JUs h> frtsw 



I that the CRE btMng a government body 
I is rcsirW'led m Us functKin. 

‘The CRB IS like only body which has 
(he k*gal power to enlorct* the act/' said 
Hhikhu Pankh "Only tht* CRB can 
recoilIInend rniporum ciianges if il finds 
the govc mmem is pussyfooting on some 
issue. Ji Clin cunduci n kuinal investiga- 
tHKi and dc'jnand M Wm li ii finds r.ii i^l 
dnknmoMiion/' Hx* C KK {ep<»rt Livitin 
m TVm/r pubiisli<*d Iasi year htought out 
tlie horrors of rai ism in areas likt* Tower 
Hamleifi and Newharr U$ annual repnn 
this vear spelt out diMTitiuiiiiiini; in ihi 
areas r>f housing empkiyment and 1 '•alih, 

'IK* CRK sancuoiwd i2 itiiIIhhi t<i 
I i'ominunjty relation^ orgaiiisaiiors Insi 
year. Even Ihi* Kharaiiva Vidva Hhavan 
* rcivived DlSjimi frctfii tlie CRK “'I'he 
I CRK exposes discnmirutTHtn m the 
I mecha/’ said J'arUih "and ails as a 
walchdog or an armed ainscicni'e for 
, race relniHiru." 

j Kul didn’t k* agree I ha I ihc CKE, 

I despite publishing excelU'itt invesiiga* 
j tive reports, tailed to cliatige govern* 

I rnent legislalionx, such as the Imniigra* 

: (Km Acl^ "We did manage lu get a lew 
concvsskms on tk' Irninigiatioii Ki]I/’ 
said Pankh. "We nunagvd to nuke Ihe 
government agree that the btU would be 
eKective fioin August, m al those whn 
had applied before August could still get 
m under Ihr (id act," 

‘W tot more needs to be donr," said 
Pankh. "In education, immigratKm, 
housing—everywhere there x much 
mure that we haw to do. Also there are 
kMs of areas where we hav^ failed. Yvi. I 
would say our main )c>b is to keep the 
British public aware and exptkse dixeri- 
minatkm ai strategic areas." 

PariUi’s optmrsin is net shared by 
critics of the C RE who dcikounce Ihe 
whole motive and funclicming of the 
body. It is criticised as pr<ipagnting and 
continuing racism by keeping the race 
issue alive and a&ming rl»* government 
lo pass discriminaiury laws. 

"Race relation Oodirs arc a farce.” 
said a worker with Tower Hamlets social 
services, "We need laws for everybody 
on an equal level. I’hcre is no point 
passing (focrimaiatory laws and then 
pumping ri a kK of money to float 
race-rebtions bodies. If there were 
«iii*rads( laws to begin with, we would 
not need these bodies." 


•umav 1/ —i>»cc • ow 




An aid to equality 


MichaflDaw chairntan. CRE. defendsthchoil) 


in the pn$on kKchen» the CKK went 
in court. fouRht his Cd»e ind wnn. 

The CK£ ts frequently Accused ul 
beinjt a refuge the middle class. 
Hut Michael Day chose to defend his 
orj^ni^liun by nKMitiiHung the case 
of the Bangladeshis ot Tower Ham* 
lets. This low*ino^ne community 
had to suffer because of the distri* 
minatnrv policies of the 
housing authorities. T\w 
CHE’S effons to 'draw I 
attention to their plight” I ^ 
Anally ensured justice for I ^ 
Ifwn. 

QuestKMied about the |^QH| 
relevance of Hacial USjM 
Awareness Training ^H5SI 
schemes tKATl, Day de- gHS 
rrmded them vigorous, 
ty. 1Vy encouraged people to kxAt 
at differs ethnic mimirily groups m 
a new light, he said. One teams not 
to make assumptions on the basis of 
ddferences in accent and dress, 
Greater representation of Asians and 
Afro-Caribheana in organiMlkms like 
Marks &. Spencers is being worked 
at, but H will uke snne Uine before 
d>ey can oimpeie at equal levels with 
the British. 

And the CRE is here ”to see that 
justice is done". It is often criticised 
for being low key. But as Michael 
Day points out the emphasis is on 
results, not on setf*pit>motion. 


MB main is stS ac^sting to a 
^Pnew reatfiy as a mulii.racial 
cotBAry." said MicfaaH Day. chair* 
man of ihe Comm isa inn lot Racial 
EquAy iCKEl. during his recent 
visit to CalcutU. He feels that (he 
fortnauv) of the CRE n itself, and 
the expenditure of 1 12*13 nuikxi of 
publr muney t<> run the ennunssion, 
indicaies that Bnt«n is takinx the 
racial problem seriously. 

Thm IS DO country that is not 
suspicious ur does not express its 
hoslibty of another cvimmumly be* 
cause of differences of coktut. caste 
and etlnc difTerences. Bmain 
has expmnced rascal ai^ substan¬ 
tial readjusuneni over (he last 2S 
years. The British have had to 
accept the (act that people recruit^ 
as cheap labcur tfiit the war from 
the West Indies and the subcontkieni 
were not temporary mignuAs but 
were 'here to stay'*. But the onset of 
recessnn and the reduction of em¬ 
ployment opportunities have led to 
Ihe percrptioo of Asians as a distinct 
ihretu. 

‘'TheCKE is no token bo<^. ” said 
Mrhad Day n reply to erhidsm that 
Ihe cummissioft. brag a government 
organzatioa was severely restheted 
n its functiuns. He cited examples in 
which they had pngested agunst Ihe 
pubnes of thr government. Taking 
up (he cudgels on behetf of a West 
tndttn prisoner vrho was denied a job 


A t the Institute of Race Rebtions. I 
< me ol the oremier academic instrtu- 
iKins loi Ihe study <>| rate, then* wa» | 
much cy^iA'ism about the effectiveness \ 
of th(' Kaic Rebtions Act and the CRE. \ 
Duertur 5>ivanandan whose pioneer* I 
ing ftudicH on racism have provided 
wimc of the imist serwus academic wi^rk 
in this area has tra^^ed the continuous 
hnk between colonialism and racism. In 
the irisurutc's ;oumal Hmcv Md CUss. 
Sivamindan had at racked siherntfs bke | 
Racism Aw'an*ne<s Trauung (KAT> as 
\Kinn a degradation of the black 
struggle 

baxj SivaiianJan, ’'fhe Race RclaikAs 
Act was to bahnci agaiiist the 

Immigraikin Act which was blatantly 
racist. The A<t provKk’s no power of 
review and dix ^ iirg haw any contract 
compluiKe clause." As for the CRE. hr 
Ht it was only deiding with Invialfben. 
enbrging them to kx>k hke (iff «uid 
death AJl it did was get a compensa¬ 
tions for some peopJe and v/as effective 
only for middle ebss people. 

In coniraxt the Race RebtKins Insti* 
lute studied the rixiis of cucism and 
presented it to a brge audience A 
cartoon book brou^t out by the insti¬ 
tute. How ICtcism Came (o Bntairi. was 
nearly banned from s<'hools by the 
conservatives but managed to e^pe. It 
illustrates vividly how colonialism and 
racism are closely linked and how cne 
began where the other ended. 

The institute, vdurh started in the 
1950s. was then controlled by ex* 
cokiniai bodies and big business liouses j 
which tried to promote race rdabons tor * 
their needs, (n when race riots | 
broke out in Nutting Hifl. the ftrst j 
studies on Britain were done by Che 
institute whKh still maintained an 
academic and elitist stand. 

In the Sixties more reports on Brttaui 
were produced and the board of direc¬ 
tors, realising that the staff were getting 
radical, sacked the director. The inevit¬ 
able ^t occurred in 1972 and from 
phish premises in Mayfair, the staff 
moved into a warehouse and bved on 
dole. The inititirte survived, with the 


Even today, a group of Asians ccleb* 
rating Navrath in Leicester can have 
bTKks thrown at them by fascist ^uups 
and the inddent can slili go virtually 
unreported ui the newspapers. The 
extreme right wing Nation^ Kront. once 
notonous for its anti-black street mar¬ 
ches and attacks on non-whites, ts still 
around—evidently satisAed with Thatch¬ 
erism. Also around is its guni Enoch 
Powefl. 

It is a twin crunch for many non- 
whites in Biiun During Labour rule, 
they had to live under the constant fear 
of Tory^spired race attacks. Now that 
(he Tories are running dungs, rKism, 
they say. has become a way of life. It 
ne^ more than race rebtions bodies 
to wipe It out. 


help from churches and the sheer deter¬ 
mination of Xs vKxkers. it now has a 
niudest office in central London with a 
bbrary that is a rcseardier's dream, 
enauiu Pw*h: otWiiieUi ^outHwCBE 






ROOft 

that are light, 
durable and 
economical, 

don't crack, or leak, 
or harm your 
health. 

Galvanized sheet roofs. 


BKMtf ot the irinumor 
mev offer ocner roofvig natenaK, 
^ahtfveo shMG are the mi choice fcr 
vanous roofInQ aPDicatorts $hecB o(UCHn$, 
Dus shelters ran sheRer^ hcYT«s aryttwg 
matneeftaroof 

u»e Dv com ne< sheets «en me. 
9iiHanzed sheets are corrosnr resfsunt 
Whids means they are eiorempiy ouraw and 
almost immune to the neQatne effects of 
wmd. riri and snew 

Crack-pr oof_ 

CaNvuzed sheets are naeoeh strong 
The core of soM steel ensures (hat they oo 
not crack Or cho SO don’t te surpnseo if vDu 
come aaoss someone whose roof has Med 
for a whole certvev 

j:. :>*:> 




Leak-proof Health-hazard free 


LMfee rodh made ei other matentfs, 
gafaarved Sheet roofs do not eak no matter 


how ww the 
orajoveuare 
sceriothe 
OBCcrnfort of a 
mofthacbeiwes 
leea shomer 
ifc nonsoo^ 


Light-weight & 

_ECO NOMICAL 

For Cher strength gawncadnet 
roots are TuarigNii^ Mabng nscalatcn 
lervK&v Md sawig you money on osB of 
tiMJUun and aya ge a 
Tou also sa« cm ^ ' i 

(he cost of ' JJ 

siXDorm j" 

struccimsece Manir' f-dr 

they need tocsr jBai Js 

aJesserioad 
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IT ai these adAT^tages have rmoreoed 
YOw. there's cv» mar w e 
GOSftNeiy comert you 
to a gaNarved net 
rcofrqadmnr 

wwheaKhBroi ( ^ 

hamedSomeroofirin^^ < A' ^ 
mattnalsshedfe)(es 
thatcnjoserwusiy ^ 

ervur ycur heaRh ask vour doctor 
B)/ wRh a gaNarvTed sheet 'cof oser 
your head, you can stco worrying and flan 
relwrig 


I I vQuU ie some nm irtforrhitior 
! aOcut gaWcea sfiM 


; taxs _ 

I __ 

I OCCuenTON_ 


'.mamcMosTm 
Y; amj^mms issoam 

eoS'KBhO 4» IVON 


Ufe-iong roofs for healthier living. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


From Russia with love 

Mikhail Gorbachev's three-day visit furihersirenf'ihens htdo-Soviet 

friendshif) 



cnunirv has underialte» Kub6ti)nh<il mod* 
iTrusaCtofl programmes. 1*he l^riftie 
MimsU'f. howevc*r< is said lo have 
voK'ed hiH d«niblH. 

ohsmers in Delhi believe 
titii Umti' has been a "quaJiiative shifl in 
Indt* StiviM tics” lliey stre»s that it is 
tnevitabk’ that when Soviet relations 
wtih (ounine^ towards whom it was 
previoyslv ikiI very warm improves, 
there i» br>und ko be a relative decline in 
the importance of India. Some officials in 
South HUh V observe that it is a mal ter of 
iMnirni. liial the swill rapprochement 
between China and Soviet Union should 
bi* latung pUce ai a time when India is 


P ump, pai^aniry and protocol cn* 
exist«*d with Uinhomie and (he 
busini'ss ol bilaterai discussiona. 
'i'he tliree*day visit ol Sosiet l^estdent 
Mikhail fjorbachiw and his wife. Kaisa 
C'lorbacheva, Imm 18 November was 
mure Ihun n rtlual expression of 
Irieiidship bi'tween tin* iwo couninea. 

Nevertheless, the jmblh relattons 
cHOie first At thi* Kusbir^pati Bhavaiu 
(turb«ichev disregarded ihe large contni 
gvni ol IndMii and Sovivi secunlymeft, 
stn>llcd ucMss tu a group of pressmen, 
and greeted th*‘iii with a warm sm^: “I 
am very happy to be once again m India. 
] am tnoved by (he weleome Tvehad " 
TIk* fact that it was f^rbiK^vs 
second visit to the ixmnrry in less than 
two years and hn first to any state smee 
he became the chninnan of the f’res* 
idium of the Suprem*’ Soviet, lent sigrH6* 
eance tu the Presideni's trip. 'I'he meet' 
ing between I Resident Ourbachev and 
Prime Minister Kajiv tiandhi was 
marked by a businesstike and constrve- 
tive approach. 

The most tangible outcome of the 
Soviet leader's visit was the announ* 
cement t)f a massive Ik 2 btUkin rouble 
(Rs !).3(K) aor<») credit (he largest 
ever extended by the Soviet Union to 
India. The credit will be mam^y utilised 
for power prc^ec^ a in the (bermat. hydro 
nnd nuclear sectors, and 2.2 billion 
roubles uf Ihe prop<ised ciedit wiH be 
used for the setting up a 1UIMI*MW 
power station, ctxnprising two nudear 
power reactors, m southern Incha. 

'fhe talks between Gandhi and Gor¬ 
bachev and the Soviet delegalKKi led by 
foreign imnister Eduard Shevardnadse 
and thetr Indian counterparts led by 
extermi afCaus minister P. V. Narasimha 
Kao centred .around bilateral issues. 

Later, the emphasis shifted (o inter* 
natiocal issues such as Aliduiisun and 
Sinn^Soviet relations. On 19 November, 
after accepting the prestigious Indtra 
Gandb IVace Priae for 1987. GoriMcbev 
sounded a grun wamrng on Alghanistan 
and was cautiously optimistic a^t Seio* 
Soviet relations. The Geneva accord, he 
aaid, had been widely welcomed but 
Pakistan aixi the United Stales were 
finding tt "hard to accept" (he new 
approach to intemanonal dimensions. 
One of the aigiuficaiil aspects of 


Gurhachev's visit was his emphasis un 
"chiocr ties" between India and China on 
the one hanil. and Ihe Soviet Union on 
the other. The lnd<>*Soviet summit 
sia(«m>eni. issued after the Soviet iTesi 
dent's viful, however, <bd nrg mentwni 
any (attes un China and i U* f< trengn i ifTn v. 
wtK*n quizzed on the matter, skirted Uw 
issue. Hui dipkanatH' ctfcWa an* buzzaig 
with the spetiilation that Presnleni <k>r* 
badiev and Prime Mirasier Gandhi "dil* 
fered" on ihi^g respe«’(ivr assessnwiil 
ChmeSi* pok ics. IV S>vie( I’resideni 
la reixirtvO to have exi^iied tu Kapv 
fiandhi that China is mi kiAger following 
a confrontatMust path arid that the 


Wkhtf Ge'b•c^•v (Hphl) wtrti napv OandlH. rxWotiliig oU Hm 


sull grappling with its problems with 
Chtna. iV Soviets and the Indians go 
out uf their way to stress (hat such Wrs 
are "groundless". 

If one takes the optimistic view, the 
rebtiionshfp between Suviet Union and 
India is founded on the principle of 
mutual benebt. The pnme concern is the 
erunnmac benefit which both sides can 
derive from each other. And Gor* 
bachev's second visit tu Delhi amply 
stressed this aspect of the lndu*Soviet 
relationship. 

Pa U ifetilia MW 


FoKeil obMTVfn h OeN 
bdlM M thm te bM I 
^^quIMmMtlnhdo^SevM 
to”. Seine oMM in 
Bock otorve Mitk I mrtter 
efconeemtotoewM 
iiffredwnirt between Oim 
end Soviet iMoniheMUeecnr It 
e toe vto Me b ell fnpphf 






About 4000 (emplcs» 
40 bathing ^ts, 

1600 gopka stories, 
and Ra^ of (ouise! 


Mathura beckons you. And you can stay by 
paying anything from Rs. 10 to 75 per head. 


friKmihiriK I iiid Knshiu (s 
n 1(1.1 tcHJiul Mjihmj AihUii 
Stjiliui.k viHi (mu* 

.M ioniirKutiiiixi kki 

Sl4V iij j R^ Id |)rT hi%Ml 
d(rfn>ti(n> oi j ks. 7 r>‘. jiiMirJrd 
T<Hiin illuUluiM tIU' l/Htfs S.tllK' 

\KiH M'f hib (cniH* jUv( in llu 
4(XNi andoikl icmple^ 4rt)ii>nr4^ 
niionini Jtid pfi hdps vuuH < (mu 
(owhrrd who is;i 
do vriid.i n( of tl>o Y jda^ as. 

[n iihl ajousMJ ^faIhu^a (hno arr 
nui» plar 0 ^ h>u can %n. (Jki* 
&anaiui, (a)Vul, Radh^iKl. 
VtiiHjavan. Njnd|pion and Jiuniv 
more 

vn }>Lici \tM ff* 10. it’ia 
auurrd vniill find aci(>nmH>d.iiMHi iii 
ilio louhM kmfralows atid Vani Siwa« 


To i^hr toil ail idra have— 


Touiifl Bw^kiw 

Baruita* 

016 km. from Delhi) 

20 beds 

TourwBun^kiw 

(Rikijl 

Phunr: 49 

O^kffl frcmDcOn) 

-20be<js 

liHoitt Bungalow 
Crvillines 

Mathura 

<143 Un. from DeUHl 

-Hbeds 

Tnnm Bungalow 

Kadbakund 
(ISO bns. from DeW) 

-SQbedi 


Sn WKKH ami see where die divine 
who authored die Song Celestial 
lord IVrhaps >ini’ll hear hU fluir.. 

Woekiv ronduried tours are also 
asailahle fnm Delfu. 


Kor Bother deaiL« ccnuct. 

11.P. SbCe Towiiiii DevetopiDail 
CorponiiM Ld. 

Chandrah^ 

Sdjanpaih. New Deihid 10 001 
Phone. XVinM 
or 

r P. CkiVf mtneiii Tourin Offices 
ail over the rousiiry. 


IfiOUlUW 









SUNDAY WEEK 


BEGINNING 27 NOVEMBER 1988 BY AMRITLAL 



ARJ6$ m Mirclu20 A»rir) 

This is a kjcKy «ve«k for 
you Vour lioan&ai pros* 
pects ore bt* 9 hl How«vet. 
b« wary pl ypot coneagucrs 
You' success IS iikeV to arous« rhoir 
ir^nlousy or>d hostility 8e tactM ana pa> 
tioni Ariisics nntj inloilociuots will he ip 
wj/OeO On the horns troni rhsis win Iw 
ponci rind hdPfiincss 

Good dsits: 30. 2 ai>(1 3 
Lucliv numbirs 5 6 sno 7 
Favourable dlredlon. Wsbi 


LEO (2f Jvlr^ni AufUfl) I 

ftnanuaRy. ihis v».ii 'KH a 
good wer^k lo* you A wixu 
^ ot sdvice ivcJ qambiind 
aM eptei;iai<un Donoibs . 
d>»heMiened it youi and venruif s 

ai« not succo^iui Businesvnon stKHiid 
nol bunch new pruiects Mainrron<<tf pions 
arc besi loreniubed The rnairiage nf some* 
one dose m you 'nay cause sprrk: anincly 
Coed ddet: 7 h. ?ii ^no X 
Lucky mimiMts’ 7 8 ana ^ 
fiveuraWi dirtcMp; West i 


B SAGITTARIUS (11 Novem* 
der-?0 Dacamberl Tnis 
week cieaiivc aitisms wiN 
gain recogniikon You wit 
g;iin thioogh property n>ai* 
leis and msmanoc poiiCie'‘« Yuui miu tion 
wii guide you, eapeouHy m inaiieis ui ihe 
heail (nBi>d8 fire likely 10 provide you 
wth •n^piralinn. A |nurrit*v may be m stoie 
Int vuu Cultprs inay bring good iidoigs 
6oed dues: 2a 30 ar>d 2 
lucky numbers. 2 ^ sno r> 

Favourable direction: Souih wcsi 


U TAURUS (21 AddUn May) 

Uii'j Will be a heciic week . 
You Will be busy reaping . 
Qd'Hs iiom oAsi eHom | 
iho other twnd. nmee you 
rnuy eriix^oDler 9orr»r linir)Cini prohlerns. 
Lk' wary nt lauriehmg new enii>rpriuer. Do 
not t;»: cr«ir:ivijfjarH AvoKi arqurr^enis w.ih 
ViMil supmiors Am urrcxpecit^ v:vi Irom a 
r:i(i‘>e rolekvu i'> lur<;nQst lhi$ week On ihn 
aonmaiic iiont nvrjicl romiuversios 
Good dales: .x) i nno 2 
lucky numOeri; G ono 9 
Favourable direction: kti.rlK 


VIRGO (21 Aefeil-2G 
September) This wil Pc i 
Er krcky week tor spoila'nen > 

A lorirj |oui<H.*v rh.iy t»e ^ 
wH>icloi yoM BusrfK't^ineii 
are edvmed to rctiiun trum exncijiir>g r>ew 
veniurna 1>vk week A wcHd ol caul nr< yovr 
iicalih as well as itui ot u iaini*y mritXjer 
mey Cduse sorm* probiemu Abo do not 
antapoTHiM your «*rtpioy«y< oi Ihow' >•> 
authority AwnO Gxir^vegaoce 
Good datit: to 1 and 3 
Ltcky nufflban: a and b 
Favourable direciioft: Souih ^ 


a CAPRICORN (21 Docembor- 

20 Jonuiry) This witi be e 
good week loi you Your 
t<t>anci'ii prnipecis nre 
hrighi It you can ctiock ex- 
tiavaganu» You wiit be nbie lo coniaoi 
iniiueriiiui people itiiv wer^k Ckters will help 
you riio tJomeniic hum wiii be calm for 
move planning to oci married, there mighi 
he dist>aimony rn ihn negotraiiona, but do 
nol lose heuri Tuae care ot your tieatim 
(^eod dales 27. 29 and 1 
Usky ABtnbors: 3, 7 and S 
feveuribti dirictien: taet 


GEMINI (21 Mey-20 Jane) 
[Cvivl'l Thi'. i« j lavuuruhio week 
pT i'' j*_J *^YCi end murnege l>o 
\ f> hfii gamble m lake on* 

nrrc,es’'>drv nuks ihiO wer*k 
Political mvulvemenis may creale some » 
pinhlom'j A mniOf mcidoni may leave bn 
iihpACi on yOi/r in nd An or)ioward hapor^n* 
ipig cOMld (ii^vnrit you ticim urMturlyluny a 
lOurney vrur have h:<d <n mind Take careoi 
vour hcniitt 

Good doles 2a. .10 and i 
lucky numbers' 1 ;t Mnu a 
Favourable tfireslien: Suuih earn 




CANCER (21 June-20 My) 

itiio will nor be a lavuurabto 
week tpr romance The 
Poriieslic hunt wiU not be 
pencetui However, do noi 
lOde tiearl becuuso you will have enough 
Will power Id sec you through this crisis 
Your hnnncial prospectA are not loo (eight. 
A mernbe' ot me opposite sex wid atiracl 
you. 6o careful aboul yOur heelih 
Good dates: 2?, 29 <ind 30 
lucky numbers: 2. 3 and 4 
FavouriHa dlrecttod: Nonh-east 


B LIBRA (21 SeetaNiQar-20 
October) 1 mi^ wiU In* .< 
rovoucrfUle week 
nu';ii^ssmen H«/wever, n 
rttfw h»r>ndship rruiy prove; 
rvirmM to your irheiekis Those -i eerwcu 
nan Y>ok luiwoid ic 9 ptomohon Spoils* 
men may «wn new hurxwrs Itus week 
Ti.cmis and mbives wrii couporatv and 
coofi<MJle lo your succrs.s Young puopte 
will ei>iv souahsng Vtus week 
fieud detts ?7. 2R and 20 
locky numbers: 3 S and f i 

FevoureMt direclior Nrxth 

SCORPIO (21 06(ebdr-20 
November] Pay qioai atlen* 
lion lu buMiess and other ’ 
profess*or>al manors ttve \ 
week But it yotj do nul gam 
h'inncialiy, do not be dishoartencr] Go 
ahead with r«w bu&'ness veniuros Ihis 
week Keep a watch on the heahh ot your 
children Rebtrvr^ arid .fnends w<il be 
oround 10 share your lodunes 
Good dates: 29. 30 and 1 
iBCfcy nvinbort: 1 3 arxt S 
Favooreble dlrecliofi: Noritv-we&i 


«oWo: 


AOUARIUS (21 Janoarv-20 
Februetyl Thik wenk con* 
surve your enoigy and Bn 
very tacitui if you want to 
Will pvei popple whn matiai 
k* you Roly on yOur miuilior^ end mutlers 
W'tt sot! mcrnselves out. Though ihe 
doniesik: from will be pencefut. ynu may 
have somo prubioins with your spouse. A 
word of caution do noi m.hke hasty deci* 
s>ons 

Good daiaa t 2 nnd 3 
Losky numben: 1 S and 6 
Favourable dirtciloo: North 

a N PISCES |21 Fobrvary-EO 

J Marcbj This IS a week ot 
P\ m»<'d tnikincb The 
^ domestic ironi will be a 
V source of joy. bui specula* 
tiers Will rtot yield favourable resutis Also, 
a love aftaii may com« to a sudden end 
AvcHd getiing r>io dispuies with frier>dc and 
relatives Welch youi health For protes* 
skmihIp. the line •$ lavourable 
Good dates 27, 30 ano 3 
Lucky oumbers: 2. ana 9 
Favourable direct len: Wesi 


Sibr PiftMrt: GtNilnULio 


The aemini man will re^rit ihe Luo woman's dorrunMfing enitude end liery dnpiay of omohons His need to interact wiih lilteroni 
kinds ut people w Il be mieurvdersiood by her Manors may come ic such a stale dial tv w>fl wani lo leavn iwr and go nis own way 




PROGRESS PUTS EVERYTHING BEHIND 

WHICH IS OLD. 






In ancient nmes tnerewere 
wondei fui rhinos to show 
cue time 


» I I < I I « < < 


Then an industrial revoiutKM 
Dfoughr. the siren 


This IS what ypu know well 
has already run our of time.. 


II 12 1 

10 


..Today we bring 
the most modern 
thing that plays 
music with time. 

AO_l_ _® 


;8 /_ 4q 

7 6 5 d 


-mm 



yy- 




OUAAfZ MUSKAl aOCKS 
0 tiMcncccs 


up to now therewere noisy things being 
applied for t^me showing. From now on it is 
sweeter, whispering music you are going 
to hear from our musical clocks 
we have developed 
a wide range of classic music pieces. 

Chime strike (Twelve melody; 

Short melody 
tong melody 

west minster (Quarter Chime) 

Miracle eye(Sound auto Control) 

Jingle bell and many more 

MAftK6TEDBY; 

AJAKTA ORGANIZATION 

104, TODI CHAMBERS, 1 ST FLOOR, 

2ND LAL BAZAR. 

CALCUTTA-700 001. 


admmacu 





Mohan Joshi 
hazir nahin 


P Kii Mohan Joslii. Only 
ihr olht'T (lay. 
heavyweights like chief 
minister Shared iWar and 
AICCtli general 'kwtary 
I (ilmlain Nala Axad were all 
I praise Inr his work as presi< 
i deni r>l ihe Maharashltd 
f Y<iiilh LoiipjcK*! 17ien. siiri 
, di'niy, U< was unccri'* 

mniiMHisK snked <uvl rv* 
plac<sJ hv A V Hill'll I I’amie, an 
MLA trotii NaKiiur. 

1 Congress nuk'S txHiew 
that the axe lell on joshi rrfdy 
U*l AUSi’ lU' WAS |KTCelVl‘<l H« 
(jUTikMs Kaniath’s (the for 
ini*r All India Ymith 
frress piesident Mtwn. HV 
new AIYC i hiel, Mnkul Was* 
itik, 4 pt>.innnlv. w.mied his 
I own pioteKC* iiislHlIed m 
' Malmrashiia Ki ceritiy, Joshi 
oricam'<eU a sikcmi tiaai ti> 
allow slate Coni;TV'>sim'n to 
j aileiid the Jnchr.i OaiKlIii 
I nu'ittorial rallv in Ni W' Otdiii 
j on :fl (KioIk*!. It N not 
I known wIh'IIh*! itw I'noH 
Minis let was f^ca^etl tnil 
clearly Wasnik was n<a nn- 
prt*Hse<l eni*ni*li. 


Back to natso’ 


i l S. 'rhiraiuivukar.'iMi wa^ 
ItM* kind nf mar> w ho kept 
his word* lK‘d l»ve j\m Ins 
maker by now. Tlw former 
AIADMK minister, sism at- 
ter parttne poJdKal itKnpanv 

with JayalalilliH, luul Kwx>rn. 
“I would raihci hnn^ tnvself 
on H rope titan hack lo 
her, ” 

At the time, Hiiniinvu* 
karasu had advanced a num¬ 
ber (>r rvasonv for ftoins off 
JayalaKtha, Some of them 
were political: he charged 
her wrilh being “auloeratic', 
running the p^iriy as if il w’as 
her perttoiul fietdom*', “nns* 
appropraiinp party funds to 
the tuuc of K'vvral lakh 
rupees", and "unfit to be a 



RANIK)MN()TKS 


MUDRAfiAkSHASA 
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JeytielRr* «nywift9 to* poHUmI •ipadtaney 

header'’, S«>** weri« .‘K’n i - 

imh'. sim' is :m -ojfiy 1 Bommal lovos 

wcutvin . lie tk'ckited: "»n fat 

llwt I HU’ r.inieK mh* Iut Vvflliai 

Now ‘ntiiuniJvukai«tMi is --- 
luck to bc*Big t^irH'ai the Uflit is Karnatakn cluef 
expression* hung iip on *■ nurusiei S.K. Ih«ui)iai 
jayalnlitha agam tin 1ft soft state lJovenk*f V 
Ntivenibi r, Im- arrived at llu* Venhatjisohhaml):’ 11 k f«»v 
AlADMK headi|iiJirier« rnk<. it mas lie rtvnik-d 
isiw undei J.ivakibtha's %in | reiurTk*d issiiautiims to tfu 
wilh hi< rrwistns ^ LegisSalive i.iMni*il to iIh 
o^ n tiim to tlw lokJ javnki* f nmient wiiImhiI sipiurik 


W lis IS Karnatakii cln’f 
mcnrs'ei S.K. Ih«ui)iai 
soft on state (lovemor I*. 
Venk.itasohhaiid)' 11 k f><«v- 
i*nior. it mas lie rivalled, 
reiurrs'd iSKiiaiatiims to the 


the telephone tapping scan* 
dal. His Ml ions have sent 
Hegde kiyalists di the Jniuiin 

I‘arty intti a ragi* and they 
are bewildered hy Ikxnnuii's 
imwillingtK’As In lake on the 
Governor, 

Few are prepared In 
ibVTpt tlvit K^mimars at In 
tude stintts front his being 
noii ronfrontationist and 
nKH'k. IIh* theory cxfilaining 
his softness runs thus. When 
thi* elects HIS c'Nitc around 
next vt'Ai. the jatuda I'any 
may split. In o.«e this hap* 
pi*ns, Jlegde will gang up 
svith V.l’. Singh against the 
Geve liowtki group. And 
allying with the iJeve f?(>wda 
gciAjp IS the only wav that 
Bcjmiiui can ho|H‘ to ctmte 
out of llegde's shadt^w and 
be nuJiien^ uiMin the state's 
politics. Kor I he preHuni, of 
course, Hoinmai is ke(*t>ing 
his options opiMi. Mor.nwhile, 
It IS uselul lo keep the (itiv* 
emor, wJm* is no tneiKl of 
llegde’a anyway, in gisid 
huniout. e 


lilh:i dsl keep Ihdi waiting for 
iiseian h<Hir but wtK'Oshc 


llK*ni. ’tlieii. tu' sent a rwKKe 
to tin* iltud ministers t 


aiiwetl. graisiusU jrreplif i offgv asking for more 

il silk sfi.iw l from llaiumvte | delnds ihi 

kaiiisii gc*siure 1 ..r taking s.g.Bo««a.. .voiding • 

oKiMMiaidA 

tiNis*' iliisi' li> J.iyaLihlfsi 

Hix' surtinsi'd tmii sJa* h.is 

iri>att\f Hiirinvn'ukaTasu *^1 

giMieroiisli. Saul ihk* haiigi '* 

on* "Javakiktiu w’lll forgivt | 

anyt lung lor the sakt* ol |iok- | 

iK'al exi«HlM’ni’v l^l sku* 

hates dispaiuguig umii ks on 

the wa? sJu* kniks * IV lady 

IS exirenU'ly cimsi ioiis of her 

appt*anirh e and ihnuglt she 

admits to being a shade over- 

wagltl. bc'bivY^s slie IS pkirnp / 

m a conwly way. IIh i|w*s* t 

tsij) Ix'uig ii<kc-d IS uhidlKV i 

*l*hiruiUiNukaf5is»rs repneve m 

IS only a sttatageru In later 

emba^*<s hmi for sayaig the 

unpardonablr. \n 












DELHI DIARY 



The Captain and 
the lady 


A ll MTiil.ail <kAvl<*|NmiU 

Ilk iIm I'niTk •'liar’s 

iiiiin iiitk Mrs Sh< il;i Jhx 

II, uik»si .iiU.'t^iMiisin III 
w,ihN Auiiik 1 1 iS’ihi <<rvw 
.ill U'.is iKiird on ihis 
l.is| xtrk, Ims n«m IouikI h 
iK*w nUv’ tlH> hmidk^nik:. siniii' 


|Ahov«} Sheila Dixit 


anO Sahafi Shamw: new alllee 
rtriiciii lie C<j|H.iin S.Kish 
MuThlr J ik*' 

Old Siilisli hnd bi*en unrkT 
.1 bkl Ilf ;i i'Viud Lilelv wlnl 
wilti Ins tik’s, his iToiu l^hl 
! Stiri Ills fninnlship wilh 
I (he HmcliiHi'i nil ptm'okuikf 
null h MXirii .ukI cleiiaHMi. So, 
j he ltk» ileiideil Ih.il his nv 

90 



tere^ts ar»* best served bv 
linkmi; up with a Icddins k^ht 
of the 

'Phis IS a si^jnETicant de- 
velopinenl because m (he (4d 
lUvs. ihc HMflandtlh* PM's 
lk>use moved m siparaie 
iirbils; Ohawan n«vL*T jeu* in 
with Ak'icaivh’r; (kipi Aron 
itevcr kowiimi'd to (Ih* Cap¬ 
tain, ell 

]1 is hek'Vid tlut this axis 
(iMild not jusi U4H)k‘ Aunty 
it. h«i1 idsu Ihreaten Ihe 
fiff’ljt ol hw. 


/ 


Rajiv's d^ at 
Rushdie 


T fk’ ]*nme Minister's re- 
lerence to the .'iihirvi' 
Wrses controversy m hix 
Sunday mtervK^ i> pnih- 
dblv his first ilear slaiemeni 
about why the* book was 
banned. Mr hesalaoiwidthat 
111 - be rirptyms to Sai* 
iruh Kuxbdh* s lone and srH- 

impiiflunl nHs»iv«», 

However, he w-ems to 
nus!^ no ippivtunitv to shp ai 
n sisde reference to kiish- 
dte’s at tempi to knlure ImD 
on ei^nsorsbip and frivdom. 
At iJie Maulana AA;id nmlrn- 
arv ci’k’bratioft. he said 
piifntfdly. “We don’t need Id 
learn uur secubnsm from 
du'iHknaries. lexltiooks or 
trom book', that are ptd) 
lisbed abroad. ~ 

Nobody had anv doubt iib. 
out wtb) I he reforerK'e W’srs 
(o, 

Ra|lv OandN; undIplemMte 



Theietumof 
the PM's sphinx 


W hjlnrw.rifll.Y. Sh.Tl- 
ada I'lasadr llmsc 
wIki hehiAV that Mrs <j:in 
dhi’s lormcr ini (rmaiion 
adviM’f lias bixii rek’puted to 
obst'unty ^Rikl (I hi A .leam 
Whik’ tlx- spliiiix like Vrn- 
sad IS retfar<k^ hv many to 
have demokslrd Mis 
dhi’s relatKinship with Ihe 
prms. Kajiv I rusted him 
enaijdt to entrusl hi> jiress 
rebtHKH to him after Kofors 
liroke and Mani Sliatikar 
Aiyar feB Ironi itrai'e 
Now. while IIk< I'Ms 
press IkUMN) is a iIh* <.ipnbk< 
(lands o( (i karthasarathy, 
Prasad is still hovenoK 
ariHMid 1h(> frin^tes of llte 
Prime Minister's office. 
Ap|Mti*n1ly, many of Kajiv s 
spisvhes still fgit to him lor 
firvil a|]piov.i] 
fjffieiaNy. however. iTa- 
sad IS onlv iYHM*rrK*d with 

s 

Ihe Indir.i tiandhi MenMHiiil 
Tnisl. 


Lal'iY outburst afgainst a jour- 
nahsi. It rentinded nne of 
Chandra Shekliar's faiiKius 
observation. "Why does 
V.P. Sinjth nerd enemies 
when Ite already has Devi Lai 
lA his side^' 


Out, damned 
Clouseau 


T hrhaiik* for V.l' Sin^di's 
soul I'oTOinues. Die rur 
lent oimh.iunt« are Riim« 
>;.ilh loN'iika and Santosh 
Mh.'iratiyj. the edilor of 
Chuvtfu Ouruy;i, tin- V.P. 
Smuh inn rlub's offli lal news 
kiter. In an edinnal in u 
recent issue, hharaiivii 
writes* 


Getting at 
Sharma 



W ho IS the (jppusitKin's 
real enemy.*' AixtirdmB 
to ihe rustic chief mmislcr of 
Haryana, it is l^dayiin Shar- 
ma. the edftur of Kavtvar. At 
ihi> bsi Nadunal Kroni meet. 
IMS n Agra. Devi I.dI i^ient 
a* nanuies aiUKing the un. 
fun unate Sliarma who the 
OppcHitioA bekeves may be 
the Confiress(l) candxiaie a 
A gra. 

Devi Lal urged the be- 
mused voters of Agra t<* 
thxt Ajay Soigh. instead. 
Has is great hut ihen^'s just 
one problem; unitf test year, 
the Chaudhary efaimed that 
Singh was also a paid agent uf 
the Cungressd). 

Atier Lai's hilnanatKins, a 
visibly embarrassed V.P. 
Singh had to apologise tu the 
Agra press corps lur Devi 


J 

V.P. Blnph: bath* tor txt Mul 
"(>ne newspaper owner, 
considered (<i tx' an Opp<*bi- 
tkxi sui^irter, hus decided 
thiit V I'. Singh IS never lo 
lie left alone. JU* believes 
UwK If Sin0i minks inderA^n- 
denilv. fits fulure is jinxed. 
To preu'nt this, the owner 
and hib assiK'aies- wiio <ire 
itT>' ckwe to a pariicubir 
IMihiical parrv- will go to any 
kngih*...A lawyer, asstxi- 
ated with this newspaper 
group, wnlks in as a Iriend 
IhiI pr* reeds lo spy for a 
panicukir pi'Iibcat party." 

llbviousiy, Bharatiya ts no 
fan oi (tcw'nka and Kam feth- 
maUm's. Bui given lhat his 
editoruils frequenii)' reflect 
the Kaja's own biases, dues 
this mean that V.P. Singh 
ha.« iirecl of the mercuh^ 
press baron and his sidekick, 
inspector Clouseau'0 


auuviYi 










The new ONIIV\. 

Nothfrig can touch ft».exc^f>t the glance of envy. 

When admiration takes on the cofour of envy and hands tighten aroiinc objects 
that can be hurled, mgiy be once aga/n there's a new ONIOA on tne horizon. 

Yes. the new ONfDA is here with the bewitching 'Cube' look! Magic of technology 
captured within a fuify moulded, exquisite cabinet, and an exotic D/ack tube Devi/ish oood looks. wiTn 
features slightly beyond the reach of the times Yes, ii I vis ev^hing poised at your fingertips waiting 

But before you unleasfi it all. don't forget. Envy waits at the wings So, heed ffiis old 
word of wisdom Love thy neighbour, but guaid tt^ ONlO\ 

ONIDA. Neighbours envy OsMTerls pride. 


















THE EMPIRE 
WRITES RACK 
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It'i been seen. 


It's been compared. 


It's been bought. 


NOW, 
WH/ITARE 


WAITING 


MoSbetenenlToM 
VQuffMnUe «Ktlenoe^ 

dcdoia.Sopioyaj! 
flOj qt 4Ule, M... 
Tflflii«rcyaGi^ 
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LETTERS 


Corneringthe PM 

T ill tovor Mriry 

IPMn\ uriklMlWM l(H l’('> 

<il iIh* I'nnu I/Im; 

<fhuikim{. luNinvin* 

\»‘Tf Till* (h* 

Kri sv |)(,iis«‘ |ig IfK'M IhiUI 

<111(1 riMllMIlflil I|(K<MMHI^ ll IV 

ui(l<'t'<l ;i iii;it(«*i (if priiJi* Im 
atli*uji;Mi»>tliMl .1 PMi.uiU* 
pullcfi up hv llv* {Mill! irndbi. 

I ViiUm'K'w ’fWjlidilK* 
I'riiiK* Mimsicr HlH l|)k*n>- 
imuiruTK c. and^Mifsi* 
sHii><iiMni|Kiitnni ik>uc«. K<i 
| iv i«:iiulh(s<.vT»pi loli.ivc 
I«iiIhMo;k*Iiicm* wIihI Iu* 

w.iniitl loatiil, iiKirc mipiif- 
lijnl, iliH*'i not Imm’ ail 
iiiiswir lot liKf.nltiri* 

B. 


P nniil^-rMfH U 3 >in* 
U*!vvlnu:, M'fWrvci. iIh’ llui- 
ilu>is an* unlikt*!} it* liisi ltisi’ 
it > wl« Ml 11 hi*v M ikJ i*i 1 (*(1. 

Ami iIk* I’mU’d Kui^ckMii is 
nd m <1 iMivilMm Ifiji'vr.'il 
aiivllimii ;iIsjiiI f*ili d <is il is 
<>hli>icfl 111 Imki HhHh purth* 
ax'il iIh' WtslkiivMM'k'iitJ* 

k’rv Hill Ihiu t’lMiic Kapv 
(irirxJliidKlmil iIh* 
WoslUixi l.'h’kMV In It Ml’ 
iiiilrniku Um* jmiWMsc liir. 
t'arhiT. Ir wavi](]|N*vc-triii 

llK’Sa'JIkk'hUH’v' 

a. s. unM t««iiMwwr(mv 

m '[^w qucsfiTMis tt<tf «fll 

< h k I vil ami vi ri’vsid iiubiK 
*Hi thi’ iM’Uk'H onrupiHHi. 
Ka|iv UaiKllM vIvNiMJvnr 
list'd lhtv<Hi|*‘'r^^>i'*iv liKitMT 

I Ik’ tk MJbtv < »f llr |k’(*i 4 i* 
ii’icmlinkilhi’ IkdiHsdi’.il. 

Hill Ih’ laA**) 111 ribAi’ um* of 
iIms iipporlUIMl) . MovI of Irn 

;mvViVfk Wifv WiiMii’ and 

II lar ktij b>' i he f him ■ ik •khiy 
/jiUaiiil thiiH’ fuinbi iui ss'n 

djiMiie. iiivpn ilk' vikiiifi' 
I’niKv III Ilk’ i|UeMlMHi>< iIk’ 
I’M Sans wiT> wc’it'div 
•iMkMiUiiiK and unini|ircssiNi'. 
—^ Wheiihi'tivvrtly 

adnais iImi ilK*rv 


n 


n^CMAprii. 

nol 


/ 


iK» hami in m'l'iikmv 
iliHiaiNMi'* Iruni coinixiiws hy 
fxfcik aJ fionics. he i^ uicbni'l 
Is supponiiitfd ott'naiiitK 
ItMin 0(111014111011 K^fiv 

I itiikil M lud I A isk lusly m M 
«hMH< his fionk’kofk wfU he¬ 
ft in* (Ih* KiUTS’iesv, 01 ehelie 
Mould have oMne up siidi Ihe 
sif n k anssi et > f u* is Lii m his 
kff. 

AM* Pu(«f Pay CfiiH'Phiiry. 
iWni PMgjf; 

P Ilk’ parr si'hH'h pu^^k'd inc 

ilk' nvea HI Ilk* alienk’w 

was 1 1 K’ < HH’ abriui Sahiui i 

KusIiiIh' s VlN’Slf.’tlW* 

Tefs«*s. 'l*he l*nim* Minwler 
(Mmil Mk’iii lokiHns whcit' 
eiHiHiiunal mHs IsmI <*ru(>ii*d 
Ikx'fiiiM't if an ad k'k* 111.1 
iK’ws4X4ii*i. IlMi (Mndlk 
cmioi drsiHuiuuihbi’ikei‘<i 

Ker.iLi and Kanuilaka. iIh’ii 
I k’ doesn't desers*!’ lobe 

iViiik’ MniKier. To ytur 

(fiM'SiKHJ whellk’r lx* would 
luis’i’ iMiHird the Iiook had 
llieri' I let’ll imihreai of vho 
leiHe. he replks: "1 dtHibl 

II ' Hul m all his siseeches 

rejMrdinK this and the ban <m 
Hk'lihii. fep(pfafir*n 

ii/Chnst. he lias said tfwl IIh* 
UovvnMiimi wA ik*vvr re 
lease anv InniK or fihii llul 

kiudk ilr seiilsnenls of ihe 
lieopk’. It 's a shaine tiul ou( 
l*M laiiikit t'SX'is reiiieihbei 
khdl Ik’ Ibis kakI. 

SwniefllHn HtHhijHW, Atow 



P Ytiu are rvhl m yuur 
ssmiii(»e that Kajiv (landhi 
leliealvd inlo his shell iHk’e 
las IkmeyiVioon with llte press 
H'as over 'I'his had ri’sulied 
m a lonuiRisik’Htioo 
helwtx*n Ihe I’M and the 
piilslic, Napv (iandhi baa’d 
lus soul afiera Imif! rune I0 
I lie press. 1 'be mlemew was 
mlomiative and interest iiik. 
<)n a nundier of * k I'kSHins t he 
leaders uf our country have 
spoken lo (he maiises 
through the columns of your 
nugazme. Si Noavis oneu( 
the few magazmes wlmh has 
presented haLinred nrirles 
* oiipulitks. K(*r«inci*. Ihe 
Praiic Minrsicr has 
sfmwnu niahinty beriUing 
hiHofIke. 



PMs and authors 

T fk* parallel diawn be¬ 
tween Salman Kushtlie 
and Hajiv 4 *;indhi (/fedw/ 
Sik ’em Siihii. iff i i hi < >her - 
S Nuveiiibei I were inlereM 
mg. However, since ihe Im 
ler cannot boast <if any liter' 
aiY (Mkiit. the comparisons 
W'eIe unfair. However, 
Kuslidk’ can he fjvourablv 
c<Hniwa-d wdh Nuart C. 
Cliaudhmi. HoihinUhors 
have m'ognised Ihe evils ol 
a'hgious loiklaiiH’iiUlisin and 
iliNxl agmnsi them and lia\e 
hdcl lopAy the (k'Dallv Ik* 
cauHt' of i4)posi(i«>n ffotn the 
zeakdk in llknr ov’ii religion. 
N( > wi Mkicr 11 k 0 V :al Is it h 
have left 1 he ci mi it r v to si’t * 

(k< III a land of tiH’ir own 
ClWOl'l', 

Lislly, while KusIkIm’ is oil 
k cuifikl couise with K«niv 
(iandlu. It isccMURion kisjw* 
li’dge lliiit LTuxidluii and 
Nehru, lm». didn't see eve to 
eye. 

P n r^m TrtmtBI, f<r»% 

(ifthr 


Plan Balkan 

C oiitrarv t<i populrif Pe¬ 
llet. I Ik'plan to Halka* 
ruse Itkiw was prevented not 
lyy Jawaharldl Nehru, bul hv 
Sardar HaleHVhe Nt/i/Ub. 
ft 12Nnvemberl. If the 
Iron Man (d Irnlia was 
allowed In have his way, then 
the Kashmir issue would 
ikfver have gone to the UN 
and the state would have 
been fully tm'rged wiO* India. 
Whoi^M ). Akbar trying to 
fc*)!' As i Ir R«im Manoliar 
l,uhia oiKu said, Nehru did 
nothing for Ihe ('ouniry after 
Independence. If lie really 
did anything, h was only 
incalcubble damage to the 
mtun. Subramaniam Swamy 
lb totaJly justified when he 
says that India would have 
been better off without 
Nehru, 

VtffiM, Hcwr t h fWMl 

i«n^ 

P Too rouch has been made 
of Akbar's stv-called revela¬ 
tions about Nehru's role in 









'Th^ Prime Minister Is lylfig’ 

R 'ipv Gandhi cle 9 erv«« mention in (he Oimneu Itook of 
k<Kvrds a (he IMme Minister who has toki ihe 
larijest number of lies in the four years of his dbjzracvM 
tenure in office. Desperation at iito inouniinit evidence of 
his miiK'onduct in office has dnven him now to falsify 
judiaa) records. He has ahesed that “corruption charses" 
auainst me have been “confirmed by the couns. confirmed • 
by commissions". I chattenjie the Prune Mmier to cite a 
siiijdc instance to substantiate ths baseless and dnhunrsi 
assertion. U he hus any self*rvspect and decency he will 
eillRT meet llu» cluUen^ ur apokifose. I know he wifi do 
neither for the charire is faliie and a man wlio can utter 
such a falsehood cannot have the decency to aputojpse. 

1 wish, however, to set the record strait. No court, 
nor any niguiry ^xmimissKAjias cnnfiniied any charge of 
cm lUtMiuii aKamsi mev Kar frisn uKhcting me. the 
Suprs'tre Couit made then catcRimi'al o^rvaiMt inks 
jodimieni m the amickbcUtlinKcaae: '"I'he afirjiaiion 

Ihe Ouef Minister lui» been found to be unfuutxkd 
aixl hilsv " I'hcjudKttKsu was delivered on 9 Apol. 190 H. 
Vet, onlv ihrcv duys laterinhis speiyhat Hanohire nn 12 
April. Kh]iv (iuiidhi chose* to misrepresent tlie Suprrtne 
Girurt ’s ciiiexoru'.il findintt and demand my resiKnaUun. 1 
w as Ilk A huspiial them txit wrote lu him u\ IS Apnl poditutfi 
out tin* falsehood. ll reveals that hu persislenee in 
niendai ity is etjuallvd only by hit cowardice, lie replied on 
IH April to say tivat “I did not ask for y^mr resiKnauon. t 
said It wuH kir the petjple of Karnataka to deci^ in the Mit 
of the cfoar fuidirK of the Supreme Cuud." 'J'his was both a 



flafn«liff»hrt« cri»M»f»olf>Q IftePM 

pef'usienii* bi falseiMKal <indn cowardly retreat. I'hc* 
people of Karnataka jpive hun a littinn answer hy koIinK h» 
attempt to desialNhse tlie 'date jeovemnient by lauiKhinp n 
so culled s;iry;iLT.ifi.i<in 2 ] Apid titwk i tlie in<pinn(t 
lendemhip ol an < ^scar Kei niUidi'S. 11 ie Pc inw Minister 
tokl thekeas pan ol this c«Kiip.uipi. Hk* m vt liim* he 
repeated H. was bi ihe Subha on 11 Dei vnibet, I PH? 
vrhde tpeukiHK on the rHKiHirKkiicc motHin u hic h was 
prumpled by the Koiors ind l(|JW M undals. Ife hus 
repeated the be once uttuiu. ObMously, fresh esidc'iKoon 
Bulors has dmvn hmi i »* |Kirai»hi and t<»i Ik* re ix*t it h »n of 
the Mile old he. IV IWM eleClK>ncam|).n^i was Inidl ini 
ke^ iCalonr. llus tHiie the* put tern will Iw re|x*nted. 

HanMMshA# Wtfdt. Bvfi»hr9 rKamafisk#^ 



NsAru: un 4 us credit? 

avertiAKthe Balkan salion of 
India. With the passing of the 
Independence of India Act by 
the British l^lianient. Brit¬ 
ish pdrantoLintcy over the 
native states l^scd and they 
bei ame virtually iiKlepen* 
dunl. 1 distuuilv renwniber 
bsienins to a broadcast by 
the Maharkis of Travancure 
decUnng the independent 
status ofTravancore state txt 


IIk* eve of Indian I iidepend- 
eiice. 

The U t rlut iiUU-ocM na¬ 
tive slates Were left virtindy 
independent when the Knt' 
ish withdrew. «^aks for the 
indomitable will of Sardar 
l*atel. 11 iere has never been 
a 'carard’. as hmted In some 
luumaU, that Nehru was re¬ 
sponsible for the partUiun of 
India. 

i«kd Vrdhim, 
IHMn&takM) 


■ Sul«i.iin.mMiii Sw'uiin le- 
ve>iK hiH|Mfa*slibiniul 
luie when Ik* says tUti 
'Nehru «IkI not tlnnk i a I ii 
dm... lie valued Aiud** 
.Amerwun ehei'rs in sem i ul 
rind Kdwma Mount hutlen in 
pnilK'ukir", 

Swamy wus too i-ouiii; 
wiMii Nehni slrodt* tlx pt 4 i* 
tical oreiiii like a ciA;ssu<. 
Sme Ins viewx are bast*d on 
bookish knowledjzeol Pundih 
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Stunted deal 


T Ik’ ^irlK'le w:is tuml hil* 
tiiiK ( B*/kv<* doubles 
dire, l.’l l9N<>v*HMher|, It 
clearly fiijchiJKlited (lie pliithi 
of «>ur Tituiilmeh and women 
in the tinsel world. Wlial is 
icafly sad i$ that these 
‘heroes' who are risking their 
bves every single moment 
are hardly ever remembered 
or uRibuded for their chilling 
feats. What makes matters 
even worse is that (id the 
these stunt performers are 
paid meattre sums for tlieir 
efkirts. H is time something 
was djtx! to dKck their ex- 
ploitauon. 

SAaakaak SkaUiaf, H h ervt 
fvmr Pradarti 


* llie stuntmen and women 
arc give 11 a raw deal by the 
Kixnbay filminduslry. Moat 


aUBAT 4.10 t(« 











KcmcniKr ihc d^y Murv your 

\ our ffuntier iind yiHi t&lkcd 
(ni<i ihe Miull bour^ (he moroing 
Shu UilJ^uuihu mcumn^^ol marriaft. 
I hoM' fi 1 1 It* c< »mprom Ke> you wou Id 
have (i> fiiiikc, hivw 111 fil into hu life 
:iiid hoM 4(1 picusc him. However, like 
iviM wunivfl. you; mother shied awsy 
th'm one sensiiive u>pic— ihc right 
ccMitruivpiwc mcihoii to use 


I hr I'ontracrplisr confusKin 

I here IS u Ik wiWe rinp chtwe i>l ',' 

coni face piwes ttWay A nd making the r, 
right chisiu* IS nol ejs> Some methods 
mvi dve I he icn^m of t ^ lunt mg days • 

teou could go «riing siicusilv), while 
others cm IS the risk ol side or aUer effects Or worse. 
iIk enih:irras.smeTit ol .1 chrucal examinutiOA. Some 
dcpen(iupi.mthe Icmperaiurefor effectiveness. Suiely 
there IS .< contraceptive me (hud (hat's absolutelv safe 
w I rhout th r mess. ihc accompanytog side effects or one 
(tint involves a lot sd preparation'* What yog need n a 
sa fc. SI mpic. sure tneihi >d (hat ts right for bcHh of you 


Ihg safe. SHY rondon 

k TTie condi im is ooe of the sa lest, 
simptcsl and surest of contiaceptwes. 

It does ftoi invotve a visit to (he doctor 
or a dinical examination. Nor does it 
mean surgery, pain or discomfort to 
your body. NowihinnerandnniTlhjn 
ever before, (he condom protects 
without interfering with the pleasure. 

Kohfnoor coBfkdence 

J jE^h Knhinoor by name at yuur 

nearest chemist One of I ndi a s largest 
selling condoms. Kohmoor gives you 
^ ^ the confidence of knowing you arc 
W absolutely sale, tiis lubricated and 

made from the finest latex to give you 
a nea r natural fee li ng. Each condom is 
electronically tested lot total safety. 
Thai s (he Kohinoor confidence. Is it any wonder that 
millions ot couples all over India arc choosing Kohinuor as 
the safest, most pracika] method of contraception? 

Kohinoor is from ihe people who undersund your need 
for privacy, protection and Measure; for a contraceptive that 
IS absolutely sate And your wish to make your marriage the 
best ihmg that ever happe ned to both of you. 






Plan vour familv with Kohinoor confidence 


AllfProauct 


HU CQWWUMCa'iM iMf M 




of our Hindi films have a 
number of action'pai Ked 
sequence} in which Uiese 
doublei' have to nsk their 
lives time and acain. 'I'he 
world's laritest fdm industry 
would do weS to ensure that 
these people get a better 
deal. 

4iM«M State, CMctftb 



fof • pin«f*ea 

i i was realiv aggneved to 
learn that these dare devil 
men and women who nsk 
their lives at every moment 
are themselves treated so 
shabbily the Bombay Olnt 
industry. While our heroes 
and heroines cam lakhs for a 
tim. these unfortunate 
people have<lo be content 
with a pittance. The camera 
men, the makeup men and 
the ^t boys. too. face an 
uncertain future. It is time 
these people put up a united 
front to ensure belter 
working conditions for 
themselves. 


4fi?MMMkteriM, 


UhithM 


Military fictiQn 

T hanks to the Siinoay re¬ 
port on the l9tS9Scenar‘ 
KK a publisher has decided to 
take the book. It is unlikely 
the government has any in¬ 
terest in the book: it re- 
ceived an MSS copy m early 
June and ignored the matter. 
Moreover, the government 
has been aware of my con¬ 
tacts with over 30 foreign 
missions spread over ten 
years; it has seen so reason 
to object. 

Why write such a worst- 
case scenario? For some 


timi* iKiw. (he Government 
of India has been pursumg a 
high-profile, maximum coTF 
frontal ion pokey wnh China 
and IhikislaiL NormaDy this 
would be wclcotne lo a hard¬ 
liner hke myself, and super- 
SoaHy, ai leusi. this would 
seem like a good lime lor a 
final showdown with b<4h our 
iradiiKinaladvcrsanes. We 
hax*e never been stronger, 
betivr trained and better 
equipped. 

1V problem IS tiul de- 
spie all Uus. our MMErity 
situation has iievei been 
worse. I'he S<»vki Unmohas 
dearly imbcaied that ii witf 
nut intervene in the case H 
war wnh Chma. and aiade 
from suppbi'S. may mg even 
mlcrveiic m a conlKi with 
BakiKijn. For the fir«i ume 
we must lake seriously the 
possibibty of Soiu-Balc aciiun 
in amceri. partx’ularly d we 
threaten 1 he I*uli»tani pose 
txni m < >cc*iq»vd Kashmir. 

I'he book was wnilen m 
March 19d8 when pres.sure 
was building up on PresidHg 
to rLX’apture Sochen. h 
stalls with a partial Pakistani 
8ucc«s.s in Siadien and an 
Indian rctahatun m the 
northern areas. India is suc¬ 
cessful and leaning nn 
Skardu when Cfana. cxai- 
cemed about its own pusiTion 
in western Tibet, and (he 
tikelihoiid that Paktslan wdl 
be defeated in the escalating 
war. attacks Ladakh and 
AmnachaJ. Pakistan seiaes 
on this chance to attack 
northern Punjab and west 
Kazimir. 

The declaration of Khafe- 
tan* leads to mass panic in 
north-west India even 
though the terrorists are 
smaU in number. The Indian 
army is cau^t between the 
Pakistanis on one side and 
iralbons of people fleeing (he 
border areas on the other. 

The Chinese are thrown 
back kt ArunachaJ. In 
Ladakh, however, tsidef 
combat Sino-Pak pressure 
and the need (o red^y 
troops fur defence of the 
Beat river line, the army 
goea into a fvtress at 
which is holding out at Che 
ceasefire. The fan of Jmnu. 


Palhankd. Amritsar and 
(lurdaspur makes (he de- 
feixe of Kashmir VaDey diffi- 
cuh. but Uic army creates 
fbnrebsatSnnagar, lelying 
on air bupphes. Ihe fort ress 
is bn-siii^ due to MibvcN • 
skin and Sniiagur l^. 

11k- IAF easily masUTs 
th(* Chinese air bare and 
drtiven powerful hkiws 
agamsi I'alusian '!V Indian 
tank uffcnsive intc» Sind. 
thiHUd) gravely v/eakened by 
withdrawals iwtrthward, 
makes a spc< lacuUr adv • 
ance. I'he dwindluig abilily iif 
(he lAk' and the lai'k of 
reserves fbri'es the aim y to 
fall back whim the Paknuam 
countei -offensive is Uiat- 
ched. India is pushed back lo 
the border, but l*akistan 
lacks the rewAirces (<> ci uss 
the southern border. 

Ihe mdiury reafeses thal 
Pakistan has ibtH its boh and 
(hat Chma. (hiaigh preparmg 
a second iifTerauve. can be 
neutralised. It cals for (oial 
natMud mobdisatiun and 
starts preparing for a long 
war whrh will crush Pakistan 
and defeat Chna. 

The pofaucal leaderhip Is. 
however, m a total state of 
collapse. Both the Soviets 
and the Americans are pri¬ 
vately delighted at seeing 
Indyrevling under the se¬ 
vere blows It has received, 
and pressure the tiiaker and 
demor^sed leadership into 
accepting a disastrous cease¬ 
fire. 

/$>69Scenjho exists only 
in first draft form. Hiough I 
personaDy thddi it is a 
reasonable possibibly. many 
have taken strong obfcction 
to tte magnitude of India's 
defeats and feel I have given 
the Pakistan services a com¬ 
petence that is ^sentJy 
beyoid them. Now thar a 
publisher is ensured, some 
changes wfl be made. 


newer eIcnHiils. k hns 
(hi* country''^ mislortmictluil 
r>ght friMii Mrs I iaiidhrs 
davs khi PiuimI* 
Mukhciyci- who tk*\ ft I<h ihI 
the diH'toraic were a^kcil to 
finahse lhceie<*iXMi 
-itraicgicsm vnnous sUics. 
Lkcwisc. ihc present giink; 
nffiKir, withlidU ikiIiIumI 

kniiwk'dge, hai- hM«n reign* 

mg ^uplcmc ill Ihc (< nintry. 
Isni itunfoitunaUMhat cx 
pern'nctHl kaders iikr K.mi 
lapad Tripatfuarc sidHrack- 
til Hiitl instead, mexprn- 
(ived giimqUiigiiiruihN nrc 

CiHlKUlU'd? 

P.R. 


Masses be 
damned 

T he report luhs 
front i Cuntircss alslf. 
b—12 November) wa& in¬ 
formative. Bihar im in the 
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Kitchen cabinet 

T he cover story was in- 
formative (The gung of 
Jbur. 9-IS October). In 
order to revomp and re vital * 
iae his party. Raiiv Gandhi 
has oM to infuse these 


i 




gtegwet dhi Axadr tpenwHe 

midst of strife and tarmuil. 
The lug of war between 
Congress leaders tor .power 
b creabnji havf>e in the state. 
Owing to Bhiigwai Jha Aaad's 
apathy, the conditk.fi of the 
masses IS deplorable. Bui 
the CM does not seem to be 
bothered with (he bi of the 
common people. 


r - j - - TT.f.^ : M m y i,] 














Clues to Chinese checkers 


Y tm loukl To diMTl' v\ KtijMiit’s Min* 

shint'. 1 V sky is ile.ii. ;iimS Uk 

ns n'm u;iiuli*r> <njIv lliOAJMh a tvn iSctirw 
inchiis limnitfli xmi. ^tonl » hihsh ol 41I10UI nichl lit 
I u ji’A « 1 ouu’t*s Ih’Iom' A*r(> nl iukIiI • bul i1 k not 
, I lie loin|«*riiluit< a huh is 4 |>]M>ik*ni. \nhil viilh 
I ll ir sui) .1H iv ti) i|i.ii>y It slhH^I hi* U'.tuliluHy ihiUy. 

' Hui it iiHsU' miikI k;jves tin* biyers trf wool 
I winpiK tl (inuinrl iin e\t*ivliods 111 viriwil InTUts 

I niul yiiK ill the Ixmi* U sirms .ind 

I int'imi'i ti'MN ik'ii o>H’ sIhkjU kri m> 

I Tiiiiiri M> iniidi Minsikiik'. U serins 4 S if The 
suiislmr luis «'tinu Thiii)( ;irhrHKil to iT. Ilut i 1 is 
i ncti ijiiiiv l okil OiH' niiid>i s<iv sonurihiiiK sHiiikir 
all'IIIi tive siinsluru* ifuiT is htiiix list'd In WArm 
' I'i'bTions Ik'iwts 1 Chnui ;ind InJui ;iMcr Iht* <)trp 
I fris 7 <' Ilf :i quurUt of a Ofituiry •hir who can 
iliinoii' Tiu* ii V rrf ifie intracTabk' hmdvr 
liroljk ni wliu h foluse In k*avt' eillkr sHk* Akw. 
(1 IS III Cl Hirst* iIh* nidil itikI pro|i(*r ihmie to 

d<» io liDikt iK'iH'i’ HUT III wlul iH iinniii> 4 i rather 
I fun I seari’li for war init of A’hai is ditli’rvTH: 
frk'tidsiiip out of wImI's ciini|Kililik* ratkT ihaii 
Nthru »n 0 CKOu Cnl»i Is MMf 0 «»i cN 


Time has braufM 
itsowntivalef 
mtturityMolha 
thWntdbott 
nations. The ip 
drMoriciiover. 
People wanti 
better Her end H 
fodahsm cannot 
provMat ha twil, 
thihoem^et 

andCUnatnaybe 
comini cioior in 
MrthMbii 


hiisiibi)’ out of ihu U'lisHins. All very HiiL 
are lodni and Clirna quite ready f<ii an outbreak 
0^ pe»e? 'll>e answer. I would ^fiKesT at I he 
ciMl (d (>eBix «ccusi*d uf unncfCbbary' opiiniism, 
b yes but nol because of the eixScss semiuiTs 
on bn'CherhiKd that aik* threatemn^ lit delude 
Heijing. and which one has heard all Iiki olten rai 
thx weekhinit aitnuinianie Unir of the inosi 
dtsiant iv^al for s'* Indian since One is 
quite thorouizhly mok iif heanii^ how pvai the 
1«Ni peoples are. and how woiidertiil out two 
mihsAlsms were and mi on and so forth.If tlwaH 
alt fiuci>ay, Ilicn whai was ihe bis and e istiy fuss 
all about^ Ihe reasisis why peace is ijo. siblo Ire 
vIm* where. Lei im* suKKesI a few 
Kirst' both skk'ii have exhausted iheir umbi* 
tams of k*adership of Ihe lam sufierpower 
workJ. wdw h bcHfi mue fuid. Jawaharlol Nebto. 
M|iuirt*d h)' a >trand and idealkilk wiiildview. saw 
liKha as iIh* »pi:irdiau of a nioral f<irce which could 
hnKl Ihe postnulonul world inki a new ami 
equiuhk* relalHiiiship. Ihe puoi'hilh-vl a Km 
cept whKh. he enijilusined. went luck at least to 




aiuiciMwM 
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tgantn loOMOBeiM 











I Aslyjka, was phiU>sc>phy of a new intemaituft- - 

a] order. As the father figure and the rankmc 
hero of tlie po3l<olomal work), his stjiture 
climbed even higher as hia language became the 
currefh7 of miomalKinal diplomacy In^ s 
in world affairs rose proportuautcK. and w are 
not going lu sec the hkes of (h<«e days 
Whether it was Korea or IndiKCluna ur Handung 
or the Sure or of course* tlie fonml inaugurareio 

of the non-atigred movement, India and Nehru ^ \ ' a ‘ 

were key players in the gnrm*. Il was not a sjght ^ ’ 

whk’h the Chinese lea^*r)i found particutirly J 

lH*arable, espi'Cialty since they were obliged ^ 

Msvr and over again to use Nehru's urugue 
to llieir caw for while the 

Indiiin emhjissy in fkijing functioned as ChinaV if 

brix to the West just a nuilcr U 

Hjin allivnigh tlu’rc an vlemenl \ 

Ua). 1'he Chinese ><*:idcrs h^ thetr invn 
for tlieir nod their ovm 

to Mao /ediMig 

resented the eniineiHv a 

tlx'v began to e\press with far 

nuiri* freedom lb<7 smceeded n JKBS m 

him. M»‘ atidChuu wajm^d to see Jf 

Chiiui as tl«* 'i'lurd Korre w the world, a power a dBLA^B 

its own nglu. magnet k'T the* new naticAs ol ^ 

Africa mid Asia, an rxpt>fief id revokilioiJ and _ _ 

harbinger of a new world. Mao and Chou abu MiMal iWifu MMM 0afidN«<«O«uenw in Ming ttweeidwwia evert 
realised hnw shrewdly he* ftid built Ins mftuem e 
and power purely on ideas and his individual 
prestige: Nehni's power grew mit of his ideas, 
nut ou I a bat rel i if a gun. 1he gun defeated 1 he 

visiunary in IWi;;. Hut by I9W that viciorvhas 
been reduced to a iiaragrapli in Nsiory. 

India’s humiluitKXi cIkI not solve China's prob* 

Icffls at Itooii*. A desperate Mao whs forced mto 
institulioiuilified uplieaval, romantically named 
the Cultured KciuIuIksi. Jins caa*hjlly en* 
giiieered chaos only s*‘I Chi:ta back a ck*cade. 

The* country wlmh lias emerged out of that 
phase gives praipnalism prtcedenct over ideiiln. 
gy. High India and China have iramt, one 
through defeat and ihe other through a pyrrhic 
vk'lory, that you cannot lead the world unless 
you have first firmly secured your base, y^our 
home. That is h good starling point for peacx'. 

Second: the age of military supremacy n over. 

'Piift. of course, is something China has had ui 
team. ‘11>L days when it could be contemptuous 
of the Indian defence forces are over. Chsta's 
Generals now realise that they canfxit t^e 
another inch of territory from the Indian army. 

And they have spent years of observaiiun 
and analysis before becoming convinced of this. 

If anything it is the Indian mdhary position which 
is stronger on the botder^bul fortunately no 
one m Delhi is so fonlish as to b^ve that it is 
strung enough to push the Chinese hack. The 
new slogan m Beijing becomes pamcularty 
relevant m this context, learn truth through 
facts, lliis Is why Chma has quietly accepted 
Delhi's declaration lA Arunachal Pradesh as a hifl 
state of the Indian Unxm. It protested (rf course 
since it claims the terntory. but that has been 
more for the record than for acrimony. The bet 
is the Chineae know that they cannot take 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR 


KHU$HWAMT$IN6H 


Diwali thoughts on Iqbal 


I V «omi iflrnt't* ihil 
y \ h«ip- 

f ‘ 0 W^ 3 A* I 

V> vL / lllth birth 

V/ 4 iiri IV i* rsH r For 

my ycnrraiion, 
I tNim ;iiid hriiuitht 

U|) l ulu. It N;is htrn BKl»*t^ ab Iht* 
Iniiiuiri iNN't. h.ihiir. wnxi <11 the* ron* 
I lury •\( bjlsij. 

Iqbiil )m.s jiiadr th\f> iHitlury his uwjr 
A huiKill'd i1hmis:iikI hi' Hirpassts) 

i 

(I mini HI >1) A nil ii hurxiri'd Imrsi*- 
llll>lV^ itiiydii 

Alt army of \' ivn |kk' 1> pul U> flighi. 

I Arwl, Hfmil *' tlw ilmlleiiijc’ and vail. 

li.iMiiu IT vat tah'iiK \v 
tiK'tll ikll. 

' ('n.iiisl.ifnt fhHii Ok' /V/>ii/i hy A/ 

I ArtHinyf 

I I'.ui iIn' Vi :ir> mio m a imuKirati^ 
t pik’in mil It Ilf I Y^r.Huetu pimurv 

I i)1 p;im l<jhal wninccf Ins oHrWrynK'n ol 
; titv in^rils lluil lav niH'ait: 

I Viiliin ki v likr Lir n.utdsutf tiuistvtoi 

I .film* I' v.mlf' till 

I Tvyrtv b.irlvunlyim May iius/iVM/vy 

I ti:Nii :issiii.i.iiii>ii nH'in 

I Think 01 V(»iir unmln’ y<nr lix>liKh nian 
: /(ir tlv tllHlhkfl IIIIH'S to UXIK' 

' T1kt<’ is i oiispiracy in ihv hi'dvens l<» 

I plan voiu luin 

i ^jj'ri <k v fth IS 4« I jo kui 7i lut mhaa Aai. 

I ftiHiay v;ui'j.i h.n 

: fiiiiiiu.i IkVM hui Uuf.Kt ahad <'-kuhjn 

I ki\' <h.isw;w»n /nc*«j 

] S(T wluit IS ^HMiin on and wliat has yet 
I In viHiK' 

[ Wiml Is th**!!' Ill luirpniy; uri 0<incs <4 
1 jnxir (Kisl. 

I Ml .wni/fhi i'ai to nut yhiguy ai 

I HaHfv>>iim viiuk' 

Tutnhiict’ fUani^iiiun tjk bht^ na 
boyiv (kusuiuw iitcm 

If you pay no heed, you will be w^ied 
out. 0 people o( Uindusuii 

Even your »lory will ju4 be I old m the 
stufVs of tiK* w<'rld. 

1 spem iny Jliwab luommj! re readintt 
Iqbiil and pondcnni; dvit his idoOfity 
prophvvH's. 1 rivalled how mteresi in 
Uh* AILinui WHS rekindled by my frkni. 
the late Maiutor Qadir. 1 1 was at hu 
instJitaiinci ttint whiK’ on a sea voyage 
fi'ocn London to Karachi that I had first 


tried my hand a( translaimg Iqbal. I kept 
It spasntudically. 1 carry hb Kdtyaat 
(C<iUeiied Works I un plane ioumeys to 
traiKlale a verse or two. I never 
arvepled IqhaTs iwcKnatkin theory, his 
obsvssMi with rekgion and yet kKiked 
upon hmi as the prophet of modem 
India. 11)en I re*r^ my translaikinH 
and n^alised how proiaic (hey were. 
Aiiaaigsi the puerm that de(esu*d me 
was the one so mriodevHly rcndeied m 
qawaiii form by Lata Mangeshkar: 
Kabhi%‘aihaQetQBH-mMiaur . lame 
i<i ihi* mjneknwe) that it was uniranslai- 
nl4e. 'then Manrur Qadirs elder mm. 
8.iNlir.ii Uodir. vamr to spend a week 


I ^ 

I 





I ipeut mj'DhnI mpmin; 
rawing h^todpondMing 
ew Ml ghwiny projitedK. I 
ncMM how Merwi h the 
Afam WH relMM by my 

WMriMiiMlipllwMwMl 

on I IN voyigo fr«n Lenden to 
KaneMtMIMMMdfliy 
hMaatrmMin|l#l 


With us to show his pretty wife, Bambi, 
the si)jhis ol !>elhi and Agra. One 
vveniny 1 (old him about his father 
mitiatinit itr into irannlating Iqbal and 
my drsma/ attempts at tackling the 

opi niiiK luk*>* «/. 

h*d Shot ai h;i(/fcqn t ■ i-nmu tiitBi \ 
rtaziti «w Afwi.s mom 

hofi hizsiartm (Mrup ruhcy. 

rru mt* pbt^imniyshu mtun 
He prrmtplly riime out whh hj» rendi* 
UcA. 

Come. O lltou long*Hwaitod trtiih. 
Krvcal ihysell m lukiKJ lc>rm 
A ihousiind adoralKMts bom 
TtniuJtuusly witltin my soul. 

It iku'sn'i rliynKN 1 protest ihI. "No,” 
he adnutied. "but 1 have taken inorv 
bberties with the rest li> make them 
rhyiiK.*: 

Jo main sur hiih-^Hfdn hw* 

Til zamrm say xint-y kifii'o .s.kAS'I 
7 (ua dll to lai sanam Mfthtun 
Tt^'V kyu mdev/iH luniuir mom? 

IVostrale in worslup us I lay. 

AfHung from Ihe earth I heard 
A voiiY lespleiulenl that did say 
'Wlut do ye with (iod's h<ily word. 
Whean (lud's own guidaiK'i' (hou hast 
spUHKd 

To idols fair (hy heart hath turrivd?"’ 

1 made Hashrjt pul down other 
IraiistalkAS he remembered. He spent 
several IiiHJiH writing them down tor me. 
In subsc quuiu cnkinms 1 wiH. off and 011 . 
reprodure Kashral Qadir'{> translations 
of seWiled tlrdu ruuplets, Hhey arc llie 
best J have seen so far. 


t FREE DISSECTION 

D r S.K. Saxena of Jaipur assures me 
that the folk*wing incident is true. 
*^wai Man Singh Medical College 
and Hospital. Jaipur, celebrated its gd* 
den jubiW of estaldshineni with much 
fanfare. A hfe science exhibition was uii 
during the entire celebration period of 
uTK month. Entry ticket to this :»cction 
was Re 1 . One of my Irieiids asked if 
there was anything free of cost. I 
siUWesied him to go to room Number 31 
and find out for hims^. He went there 
and found a big board reading: ""Host' 
mortem is done here fret of coat. Please 
do not pay any hnbe to anyone for the 
poai'inortem. ” a 




SIGHT AND SOUND 
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A * l—^ rPv ?••#« ^ 6«M 


Our relniionti (wiili ihc US$N) have 
mi|)rovcd trenvndouKly. '^'hry were ai 
way$ very jcnod, but now iliey have 
be^me much belter. 

K/\iiv Ganuki, .“iftvr iht rv.'rm \tsit itf 
iet hvstdvm Mikhait (ktfbatitev 


hat for? 

Km IV Gandhi ivheiber 

he- WK/fd r^-ijpeti thf Bofors 
tions 

Mr VJ’. Sin$|h tebsbea every day. 
Ghulam Naiu A?ad, AICCW gvner^i 

SKTetarv 


K 


p/urse bkhna shuru kUye. 


Jvini Basu, West Benj 0 l rfttf/narvVrei: 
to StJbssh Gtusingb. wh<riisedtobea 
writer 

tJyotibabu \s an hiinuured ({ueat and 
ahf^ldbe treated wefl. 

Si.iftASH GkimmiK GNLF feeder 


Cvcryixw’ now belk'ves tfiat not onky 
do yrMj have nolhmK to prove, you wilt 
not (a)(e sanyaj; ctiher. 

2 SUC<ifii .KL-s 4 l i MIN n en open Jt*f In 
(u y.i\ Stn/dt 

Thime iv1h< ore com^M have no place 
in the Left Kront xovermne^. 

JioTi bA'a'. iiseftmesteriifWe^t 
fie/tifat 

Some are b ec o ow^f^, while others 
are thirw-end herein Ses the crux o( the 
Let Front's problem. 

A.B.A. Ghani KitA.sCHiiwieiUKv. IFesI 
Bengal FCCtOcM 

It {Benazir Bhutto's demand to be 
appuinied Prime htaister) ts urtfvr. as it 
is anted at ntrodudnita ennerived 
m^oriiy. 

’Nawaz SNAKie. JOA feeder 


I am n gieai fnn ol ih< r»hly Mi!!* (randbi. 

but al9o Mr iKayvi (Giodhi. 

Maw.aki*! TuAlt HI H. 

Mimsfer 

I I w a> an iir^jaiiiKL^d fused on 
focal fsi tors that utilised llic media 
mismformiilkni of Ihinjah. 

nu, I’( imi.i-'n Obua* 

NisAi xiN tm I he Hnbr rtut^ 

! Next they will say. uf) and ^it oi> a 
put. we want to can the You can't 
do that. 

Oisiit K Kapadi nbii»ljr, rc»;MHiding 

log s(aU'nH‘nf that.’ll trenses have tn 

per1<tmt M'ftiievtr they tirt’iiHkiHl loykt, 
I'e^rdfvs^ of prixaty 

^Vs far as South Afnca is C'irk'emcd. 
let me repeat iliai 1 ll^^* /irr lod^y. not 
Uimurmw. 11iere lias been no ofler. 

M<nnNi»:K Axiakna ik. tern pons star* 
ing that he hes been itffered truiney to 
umr booth Africa 










SraCIAL REPORT 













fgfMisv Huainst is Out he has. 

<illr};edlv. (jiinc* him <Hit <>f pri/ds worth 
Ks 4.5 crf)res.nKtitly due lohuik lii the 
letter (dated 6 April. IWW). Kao ex- 
plainedt "Alter hmiution ol tlw l«'tor> 
as «i publx' limited umipatiy. there 
practical underslandinij tKit SO per ii’iit 
of the eamih^js were to he iifiven to the 
Ihett chK‘1 tniTUXier. lo per ceni to ntc 
aitd llk^ reKi lu mU olhet assoeutes. vu 
Mr Kdiiuswamy Udayar. Mr Kthlr.•^9lt." 

TIh* "tl>eo chiel minister" was M.(i. 
KankiilMrtdran, The letter seemed lu 
conrtriii the suxpk'HHt that Udayur had 
been operahf>K Mohan Hrewerws lor 
MttK. Kao went on to davn tlul he was 
deprived of his share because t'dayar 
was Vioso'’ lu MGK. All the brewery's 
accuiMUs were lalsified. s^iys he.wtih 
Udiivar shrewdly explixlmt: MtrKs iH 
itt'ss to keep Kao’s demands ai Imv. 

Kao. aMfiarenilv, has iiuod reas<n to 
he cut lip with Tdavar/lV brewerv hud 
Ixeii contrived as >. Htot ciHKein 
lldayar had bc*eri iristninK'ntal in iMMtinK 
I he necessiiry luencnt nnd permits Ironi 
M<*K and Kao h<*d provMled land and 
tnonev. Ihe crHii ern. set up in csil* 
lahoralutM with Mithan Menkin Limitisl. 
was iiuuQuraird in IWI. Iker produc* 
iKtfi iH'i^an m Au^st 19H4. TiKsrs was 
the firsi iiml iiukiiip IMh'L (Indian niudi* 
lureiKn lir^ioD and it should have stayed 
alk'ad of ds rivals. Uui later entrants Jtke 
MalialuiKam and McDowells overtook 
Mohnii Hiewerws. 

Kao believes that ih <.7 wire produ - 
infi n>oie than their rivals, but that 
I'dayar was deliberately shuwmff h>w 
produciion in order lu evade exfise 
duties and deny him a legitimate slure nf 
the profits. He also f<niTKl lhat m<»Ht o( 
the rinns pnifils were beink illegally 
siphoned out. either into MGK’s i'olfers 
or fur financing the construrtKm uf the 
giant Katnachandran Medical CoOege. 
The college was I'dayar’s brainchild and 
he made out that it was being built with 
contnhutiuns fr<»m M(>K's supporters. 
Rao is now demanding that the Centre 
launch a “thorough inve^tigaixm" into 
the funding of the college and I Ik* 
fum’tKining of the brewery. 

According to Rao's calcuLtituns. the 
brewery an annual ptofil of at least 
Ks 3tl crores-^ Rs 150 ewres during 
the last five years (A its functXKung. In 
contrast to his estimates, the company 
showed lusses dll 1982 fi3 and in the 
next year showed a modest profit q( 
about Ks 18 lakhs. Sime then, succes¬ 
sive annual reports show lumovcr grow- 
ing at more than 100 per cent per year 
but profits growing at a far slower raid.. 
The company is yet to declare a di¬ 
vidend 






A long flint* assiKiatc of Udavin ami 
director uf Molian Kickxth'v M 
Klhiraian howivcr, iiiamlains lhat 
“ht-mg a highly Cfim|M*1iiivr tiohi. no 
hrewvry m India hvon ahir lo 
pt<idu(t' profit^ in iiK initial vimih.” 
Kthirajan argue*« tiuil the ihhv o( his 
lonipanv'** liquor is htTwet n Jtl and 25 
ix*r cent less Hun lhat iif nval Hi.imU. 

the amitxiny earns jusi alHiiii 
At paisr i<i <iiK* rupt*** on uverv «;isc of 
liquor Kao. the other hand, esti- 
maU-^ that |)fofil per tas*- w Ks .Ml. 

Rihir^n dismisst^s Kao's allci,HtiMns 
as the ranttngsof a "fraurl" who is trying 
to blackmail the amipany. “I am not 


IHieiqcopwf of Rio’s to ew fln«r>ea mtfiWnr: aaeekiAg eHapaPone 


IMUIvtillw iMwftlMt 
ninWry MNwl It WRlnii In 
twpnwtMlUqwMbMi 
tiwiilinlloliwlruiiwiiifcf 
lll 6 R.RwcURNdtMlMni 


diprindakbaHnaaie 
pr^ taaHM U#)nr m 




WriMilMtqfi 


going to yield lo any threats from him," 
declares Elhirajaa "Let Kao peiUion 
anybody. \ am nut worried. I am not 
gi^y.” Kthirajan argues that it is not 
possA>le int a registered company to 
have 'secret agreements’ with a chief 
minister or anyone else. Besides, says 
he, "Rao should have raised these 
questkms when MCK was alive,,,now 
with MGR no more, he is iulking ab'tut 
ad kinds of claims of his." Udayar 
refused to comment on Kao’s allega- 
liofls. arguing that it would not be proper 
for hini to react as he was not a director 
of the company. 

Rao is. however, determined to fight 
n out."] am 74 years old but I can put up 
a real fight stilL" he says. '*[ am sure of 
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PROGRESS PUTS EVERYTHING BEHIND 

WHICH IS OLD. 



In aofient nmes rnerewcre 
wonderiul thmqs to snow 
tiv' time 


Then an mcfustnar re voiution This is what you know well 
Drought the siren has already run oucol time 


11 12 1 

.8 4 : 

'■■i 6 ^ 


..Today we bring 
the most modern 
thing that plays 
music with time. 

AO_1 J® 



■ OUAArZ MUSICAL aOCKS 
^ (i TIMCHCCO 

Up to now therewere noisy things being 
applied for time showing From now on itts 
sweeter vmisoerinq music you are going 
to hear from our musical clocks 
We nave developed 
a wide :ange of classic music pieces 

■ Chime Strike (Twelve melody; 

■ Short melody 

■ long melody 

• west minster (Quarter Chime) 

■ Miracle eye(Sound auto Control) 

■ iingie bell and many more 

MARKETED BY 

r '0/ AJANTA ORGANIZATION 

' 104 TODI CHAMBERS. 1ST R.OOR. 
aNDLAL BAZAR. 

CALCUTTA* 700001 



SPtCULRi;l*OBT 


wmnmit my last ten paise, with inieresi. 
from (Jdayar." Km aays that w>th 
MGR'a death his profit share shouki 
have increased and that he ^wld (cgiti* 
mateiy Ret about Rs 18 crores. 
ApprehendmR danger from Udayar and 
his h^hmen» the gutsy Kau has even 



rr‘-ivvS5" 
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OocunwK feproOucM bjr Aao to Mboionuolo 
hit eat* 
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ordered a bullet*pr<M>r Mertvdes for 
him self and his wife. 

But it looks as if Ifdayar a xumK to 
need a kd of proiecbon^muii* so than 
Rao. For, (he djspule with Kao t% not 
Udayar's csily problem. Recently, the 
state government issued an (^der that is 
going to cost Udayar a lot of momyThis 
relates to the acquisition of 125.7 acres 
of government land in a Madras suburb 
by the Rainachandran Trust (of which 
Udayar is the managing trustee). IIk 
land prke had apparently been gn^ssly | 
undervalued during MUR's tenure and | 
now the government han revised Us 
#alue upwards—by abuut Ks 4 aores— 
and has directed the trust to pay up. 

Ethirajan feds that people Kke hutiseK 
and Udayar are bemg penalised for tbetr 
alleged 'closeness* to MUR. He claims 
that at one lime they were branded 
pro^Karunanidhi and had to suffer fur it. 
Udayar was even raided in IVK5. And 
now, laments Ethirajan, “Any file refai- 
ing to us is automatically rejected by the 
government because they say we have 
been close tu MGR" 

If nothing comes of the Rao-Udayar 
controverty it wil be because of the 
inordinate importance the state's bQuor 
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industrv accorded b> kx'nl politicians 
and patties. Recently, even Ihe 'I'umil 
Nadu Govemtir, Dr P C. Alexundcr, 
announced that tlx: gos‘<>nim('nl was 
girfiig to u.te funds genctutod by the 
liquor trade l<» finance' a maje^r chunk of 
the slate's developnwnlal pruteils. l>r 
Alexander s claim that the slate (v*vem- 
ment cuiW extract Rs 2n crores from 
the liquor trade, without affecliiig the 
retail price of bquor, implies that big 
muney was involved in past |ii|uor trans- 
aitjons, Whetlter pun <4 iTKewy 
w^'nl tu the highest politKal uffievs, 
including that ol the chief minister, is a 
quesiKin that will be answered only if 
Kao is proved right, 
ft. ihigwen Singh / Stotfr a s 
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COMMENT 



KfWALVlRMA 


Backward s to the fore? 

The Opposition coalition does not seem to represent the weaker sections 

of society 


I t IS yvi .intkihL^r lA Dwi Lai with 

kiiia Vishwniwirh I'ralnp as the pro 

ti<K«Musl. \-i>r ilie orcotHi tutu’ m mdefro^nt 
Jtulia s lusiitrt', H Ivk kwarrI cas(es*htJ vnahtum i$ 
io tapluri’ piiwer al tlie Ccnln*. TlK*y 
liad sunt'i'rleii "iKV in l*) 79 - when Chiran 
^in^h was iTistalkul as (lie l*rsm* Minister. Devi 
Uillt<iiiH'p)aii Is similar to IIk* <ine hatched in 
IH 7 ^ and (MiMsa>:es an alkirH'e of four castes: (he 
Ahirs, Jals. (riijjarn and (he kaipuls 
Th(iU)di iH'Vi l^il and his ikx'txniilK'rs are flexing 
tlteir mijsi lr’s. tlie^iiA'Htionis: wiB hutor>'repeat 

Itself:' 

Ihstoru'nllv speakmft. the AJ<*K combine, 
winch hioHdly rci>n*»cnis the inieresis of (he 
landed peasantry, is a decliniiijr force m Indian 
pdlitK's. Surveys have revealed the disturhms 
treiHl that of ihi' additional W 7 inAon people 
wIhi will inhahlt (he ciHintrv after IS years, more 
(lian I 7 S million wiO fIcKk to the urban areas. 
Whal IS more, studies have indicaied that even 
within the rural populatHin there is a steady shift 
from aKTiciihural lu nun-aKrv’ultural activities. 

Nevertheless, the AJliK aiahtion is a force to 
reckon with and its effort is a sennus threat to 
(he ConKressiI). IVLiK both in Maryana and 
western Uttar IVadcsh. are tcaditHmally anti* 
Cuntfressfll. IV Ahirs in their slrongh^s of 
eastern III'and Bihar, are only loo wiftnx to join 
tile Opposition ranks and the Ka;puts of UP and 
Ihhar are already excited over the prospect of a 
Thakar* V.P. Singh'-Icadmjt the country. 
True. \Uv Ctujjars are still undecided but noth a 
little bit of persuasKin. they (imi nmld be roped in 
easily. 

CviiK’s may scoft at the idea of the Kajpuis 
ysfimg IuuhIk with the backward castes to futht 
the Cungrt'ss. but the fai t remains (hat econo* 
mic compulsions have kn'cvd the Raipuls 
thruiijdiouL (Iw country to take to agncuhure. 
'I'he result: the ecorumic and social barrier 
belween tlic Kajpiits and the* backward dashes cs 
skjwly breaking down. 

There are a number of other imniedute 
indut'eiiicnis too for both the Kajputs and the 
backward custe^. While the Kajputs are ju»(ifi* 
ably enlhtjsed over thr pri>»pcet!( of V.p. Sinich 
heading Ihe government, the backward castes 
argue that effective power wil be in their hands. 
|)evi has already staked his ciaim for the 
{tfeuidentship (A the parliamentary b<ard of the 
Janau Dal which would enable htn u> cuntrd the 
distribution of party tickets during (he decikma. 
It may be recatlod that it was Charan Singh who 
oversaw the distribution of tickets during (he 
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1977 parliamentary polls. Moreover, at thp state 
level, eflective power will be in the hands of 
either the Jats or the Ahirs; Devi Lai and his 
sons in Haryana. Mulayam Singh Yadav in VP. 
and Lahi f'ra^d Yadav in Bihar. 

Moreover, the Jals. Ahirs and (he Kajpuis 
contrcB the moneybags of their respective re* 
gkms. During elections, this single factor could 
prove fatal (or the Congress! D. 

The AJOK is aKo trying to cash in on the 
present mood of the middte class which is 
distinctly anti Congress(l). Hie question of 
morality m politics, especially after the Bnfors 
scandal, is the single most bnpurtant issue at the 

moment amcpiig ibe iruddlc cla$A and V.P, Singh 

is exploftifig this sentiment to the hilt. Mahendra 
Stfigh Tikaii’s week*long dhanta at the Boat Club 
■» Delhi demonstrated that the middle class was 
with the backward castes. 

AjtKulatkifi of caste cnnsciouaness in the 
Hindi beh reached its peak in the 1960 elections. 
But at'that time the Rajputs did not coopenie 
with the backwards. The Rkjputi of VP and 
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1V AICC(h Md<iptpd (tvt iniport^ni ifsolih 
iksns nX Ms m Madras hut Ihc <inty :i\h; 

ihai has Ilir pcKcnlial of indui^ncin^ Ihc outiMiiK' 

%d t)tf mxt lurliaiiirnlAry I ho nwui- i 

incmialKia i« rknluidl reforms* to fun si i'cs \ 
SRiflist and coiiimuiuil parlies. K\u t\w rosoluiKin I 
wM have htlk* iito^iunit if (Ih* Cori^ss(l) oriiors | 
Hri 11 an ^'k ii t »nil .tiluince with iht* M usivi 11 .oa^uc ; 
cn Tamil HkIii. ll is ;iL'lR»ns suih m this that lias [ 
mode (hi* peo|)k* MVplRMl aSnil C on^rt'ss puli- 
Kvs and im ISP mum s. 

H rmeMT, Ihi* m^lkal ohmau* <)l the nun it ry 
t> ui>der»!iHiiK o cluhiA'. Koi tlK‘ last 
iiRinths. the CoAjfrvssd) has hvoii <m> (ho run 
uiidei a susUHK'd olfvnsivo hv tin* OpiRisition. 
Kui HKkli'idy, mikI um*xpiMvdlv. I ho Constros* 

SI h finds Um*U m an iulvniitasteous |)osiMimi as rU' 
(ifipMsitHin IS I’aatcht m its <iwn web of ciMUradK* 
IMIS. ’IV' eiitliusiasik' lumoui at I ho Contrri'ss 
rallv 111 Indm (lamthiV <k‘aih atiniiiTsarv sur* 
pnsvd mX <i«iK the Joiiminrs Ittit iIh* parly 
hi ISMS ds well In f.u'i, iiKisi I iHiKfoss load«*rs 
wore fediinK (Kil llio lally i^*«iiikl Ih> thinly 
attoiidisl wliH h usiM rhMiRirahso iK* (tJirty’s r>knk 
and rde. 

Amither miiNinanl .is|iisi o\ itx* rally was tho 
unprossive tkirlH iiulHHi <if soulhs aivi it wouki 
be sheer seK*ik*cep(Kin u> dismiss tliviii as 
"tHrod" supiRiriers. 11ie sihi'ess of Itic* rally almi 
shiiWi'd Itk* (a<i that Indira GandhiV name still 
Nviitks »*onder^ IV rK*w>|oorid cmifnk'mo' ol 
the G< mentis krodti »liip has bei*n turthei* rom* 
furred by the warm lei'optKin H^ijiv (iandhi 
recen*ed ilunn^ his ns oiit (<»ur oi Tuinil Nadu. 

<)n (he oiIkt hand. I hi* kJctAiipciil difforerxi s 
of die varied Opposition pnilios whsh were 
swept undit (be rafp(*1 in a clespenite Ixd to 
unHe. have hefpui to surface. Kam Ohan of the 
Jon Munle sounded tho fiDd iriIo ol dissent 
when he tend Ihai tlw Huriiiins. tlic Aikvasis and 
the rural pinir have m» plme in llio \|tiK- 
doniumlod OpposiiKXi. Mun* Horioits perhaps is 
the lhn*al of tin* HJI* and Sy<*d SlushiilniildiTr 
both have asked Ihi* new OpposilMKi i'oalilion to 
choose between tlie two, Opixisiti'in lead¬ 
ers are lustifiRhly alamK*d as tlH*y <*anio>i afkn'd 
tn antaKi»nise eiih(*r tik* hjl' or do wiihoul 
Shohahuddm who wields eiRirtnous influence 
among the Muslims. 

In pre mdependenl tndia, it was Sir Chholu 
Korn who stirred caste sentiments Ui ki'cp the 
jats away from I he* lulional rni>venH*nt, Aftci 
ind(*pendorM’e. Kam Manuhar faihia I<k) resorted 
(o casteist ptiktvs but fur an entirely differcTil 
reason: (o forite an aJIiani’e uf tbc Harijaiis and 
o(hei backward castes. He failed. Alter the 
abolfUm o( the zunmdiri system, the backward t 
castes became landkirds. Today, the Jats or the i 
Ahrs are no loni^r the oppressed s<x*ikms (»f ^ 
sonely: they have turned oppressors thorn 
selves. Thus, it wnoki be naive to assuuk- lhat 
the AfGK coafnain represents the interests of 
the weaker aectHms^if the society. Only nndor a 
skilful and determined k*adi*nfhip I’un the Cun- 
defeat the designs of thcOpposjpun.B 


Bihar by and hrgo supported Chandra ShekharV 
JanuU Karty while the backward ca:»ics Imed up 
ht'limd C'harun Singh. But. despite the fact iliat 
Chanin Singh could not win over the middle 
class, lus party put up <i giRd shiwv m llie stales 
of flaryana, 01* and llibar. 

Indira (Jandhi sutressfully cbe<*kedihc growth 
of a backward caste alharwe by fornimg a 
ciAinler-coahtinn of diverse sihuI forces but it 
remains to be seen whether Kajiv (iandhi can do 
the same. While it is tniu that any OpposiiMm 
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OevI UI end V.P. Singh: th« J«(-T1 i«uh comDtnt 

alHancc will lead 1o Ihc funnation of another 
C'lunter-crKihtHin. it is to Khjiv CiancBii and the 
CiMigressCl) to exploit the situatHin. Already, the 
CongressO) is trying to win ovit Kanshi Kam 
and his Hatnijan Samaj Tarly. but such athanci*5 
of convenKnee alone wiH not do. The party wd 
have to suppitmi*nl it with practical economr 
and social measures. 

Hui so far Knjiv Ciaridhi has mg been able to 
come up with any imaginative social <ir eennunir 
programmes which couM ciUhuse a sedMt of 
the peo;4e to forgi a counler-alliance and defeat 
the emerging coalition of the backward caster 
and the 1'hakurs. tlie AlCCfl) 6d make* a 
number of pitxjs promises but the people some* 
how have the fmjve&skm that Kapv Ga^N is rRg 
neriouB about implementing them. Moreover. 
Kajiv Gandhi's initial hesiuhon to lake a bold 
stand on ixsues like sar/and Ihe entry of liariisne 
into ibe Nsihwada temple has alienated ji.lvge. 
section of tlie people from ihe Consressilk 
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The lurking Naxalite threat 


0 1 all t h(‘ left extremu nr Nvulite!> 

as (tie)' are ptipulady called, the 
Tcople's SVar (rroup (PWO) the 
lurge^t And ihc' most vink*ni» accurding 
t(i (he centra] sovemnienl. While il hax 
its headquarter A in Andhn i'rade«h» it 
alao nperati'S in parts of Maharashtra. 
Madhya Pradesh and OnsM. 

'Ihe wamiHK by HvderabMl to 
New Delhi is (hai Ihe PW(i » keen on 
devekifMnc i les with tike-minded xroupa 
Much as iIm» Ma<hs 1 Communist Centre 
and Party Unity uf Bihar and West 
HvoKA^ -hesideH consobdalinx Ks <>Mm 
' lacticmn in Karnataka and I'anul Nadu 
under (l>e h adership u| Pachiappan. 
Onritix M,(> Hamarhandran's rule» 
there was ruthless suppression M Naxa* 
htes in laiml Nadu. 

Reports xailiered from the held reveal 
that lite HWO has an nrjtamsatKM 
reaching ihe grassriNits. At Ihe tup a a 
thrt'e* member vimimittee c<imprisiAX 
chairman Kondapalli Seel fiaramaiah, 
Nukku Suhha Keddy and Sambasiva 
I Kao. Below them are provincial comrrvt* 

I tees, line fur the pUins and Ihe <Mher (or 
hirest areas; and at the base are regKinal 
I committees and di^irkrl cocnmtdeea, 
SitH'e the two mam communist parties 
now rely on the parliamentary system 
for power, they have no sinking ft>rce. 
'Pte left extremists, calbng themselves 
Marxist-Leninist, do not believe in 
' peai'etul methods and rely mainly cm 
i violence Their striking force is m the 
I furests. Hie PWG has a different forma* 
\ tion for furest areas. 

Mere, only divisxmal committees ex¬ 
ist, l>iere are (ixir divisions: Adilabad 
and East (rodavan. both m Andhra 
Pradesh, one in Maharashtn, and one m 
Balsar. Madhya Pradesh Eighteen 
squads operate under Ihe forest commit¬ 
tees. each squad compnsmg nme to 14 
members. In the semi-forest areas, 
nearly 16 small squads hmetion, each 
one bavmg two to three men. 

In the ^ns. there are 120 central 
organisations, each assisted by two ur 
three aides, who are idedogical mentors 
as well as mobilisers of potential terror- 
ista. Htey carry arms. 

The forest squads are caDed the 
"arms’' of the PWG; they use soph^sti- 
uted weapons hke AK-47 rifles. .30 
carbines. Vi bore shotguns, SBBL. 
DBBL SBML. guns,.303. biTvn rifles. 


pistols, revolvers and grenades. 1Vse 
weapons have been obtained from "out¬ 
side sources*’ or snatched from licensed 
holders and the pobce. 

The PWe manufactures Ms own 8rnm 
nfles. .12 bire shotguns and grenades 
It has set up Ant hcifinc% in Karnataka. 
Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, apart from 
Andhra Pradesh. The mudus operwb of 
the PWG ^ to kiB thoxe who resist its 
adivrlies so as lo sirdte terror. 

Voluntary cuntribuiiofts are htmted: 



the CFI(HU efflee to MrdvaM 


HwPMfite'iWv Group ttandi out; 
M tho moot mKant and UvU, ml 
its nWincyli on Btotocrono. 
Bmd h Anin Pndoih, H ibc 
oportioi n Hiiwmni nnanyi 
PndeihMdOriM...HlMS«tiV 
1^ im IwtoriM M iMny 
ilitts aid its mtks (iHntMfli to 
U those oto rMW lit adMtte* 
soaiteiliintMnr 


funds are mostly collected through ex* 
tortion. Hffdi leaf contractors used lu 
be the mam source but it has shrunk 
ronsiderahly fiHlowuiglhc natimuilisation 
of beedi' leaf colled ion. Now excise | 
cnnirsctors and paper mills are the main 
Urgel- 

In Andhra hadesh, Ihe PWG has 
spread its uperaiions all over the dis* 
tricts; K is particularly .ictivt in the 
distneta of Warangal. Khammam. 
Kanmnagar, Adilabad. Ni7:inwl)«id and 
East Go^van, and m the rural areas of 
Visakhapainam. 

Outside the stale, the PWG is at 
present dmcentrating in Ihe districts ol 
Korapul (Orissal. Gadchiroh (Maharash 
tra) and KasUr iMadhya I'radeshl. Here 
ternmsts find shelter, often in urban 
areas, which goes to idvnv tltal they 
have strong syn^thy from sections of 
the intelligentsia. In Ihese diillricts they 
hold arms training clashes and even have 
unils to make expkisives 

It appears that the central iximmand is 
not always in full control uf the siluatHin: 
local cadres often art on their own in 
viubtun of the strict ideologh Al code. 
For example, the abdoctiun of some 
officers in Andhra Pradesh Iasi llecuin* 
ber was not what the PWG command 
had wanted. Increased access to belter 
weapons and ennrmous funds had 
emboldened the local militants to acl on 
their own. 

Besides the PWG. the two most 
active groups in Andhra Pradesh arc the ' 
Chandra PulU Reddy group and the Pyla i 
Vasudeva Rao group. The first operates 
in the districts of Warangal Kanmnagar, 
Kumool and Khainmam and m the urban 
area of Visakhapainam. The Pyla 
Vasudeva Rao group is strong in the 
RampachodavaraTn area <if East and 
West Godavan districts. SrikakuJam dis* 
Ina and Yellandu and Suryapel of Nal- i 
' gunda district. | 

I There is also a pro-Lin l^o faction, \ 
but it e nfg significant, ft is against ' 
vuience. and espouses the causes of the [ 
ptx«. U does not aj^ove of killings. 

The PWG thus stands out as the nwist | 
mhlant and bmtal. and its militancy is ; 
cm the increase. And the most discon* ( 
cert mg aspect, the Andhra Pradesh 
pc^e feel is "an effort towards in* 
creased urtarusaunn of hitheito pre- 
dommam rural movements", o 
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The desolate ramparts of jhansi remember the 
valiarKe of its young queen and a tragic grandeur 
in a moment d history. 



*1 shall not surrender my JhansT. And she 
(M not In her ceaseless battle vMh (he 
British, the young queen Lakshmlbal 
fought to tlK (Irclv but rehsed to submit 
In wr tragic end vAS her floty. 

UtUr Pradesh evokes the memories of 
some of the most glorious momenta in 
India's first wr of independence. 

BIthoor. a mute tesdmony to (he valou of 
Peshwa Nana Saheb and T«ya Tope, 
remembering their titumphs and ttagede^ 
LucXjw. wnm the Residency vea ^ 
for forty-five days by the scfoim of the 
war of indepcr dence. Karpui. a scene of 
battle and blood, (Ire and fiey. where (he 
British might fol to dust 
Mai^ a itne Uttar Pradesh has emerged 
horn the rndt of hbtory and shone vih a 
sdniilaQiTg brIlarKe to dttes and 
rrtonurnents are a wHne& Agr^ the city of 
Mughal splendour. fatehpurM. Empm 
Akbar’s deserted capftat MMa the 
^bled lartd of the legendary wenlors, Alu 
aidUdal. 

AccaiMQr t iMknow. Agra. Varanasi and 
Kanpur hive direct air c orrwior ts wkh (he 

main eWes of Indtak Afl the pUces Hi UtUf 
Pradesh «e Inked whh a network of ral aid 
mad. JnreMtate buses and hM>ry coaches ply 

between knponanf Odes ofUtmftadesh and 

other stttcs. 

AiCMiaoddlea r AH the desQnadOfts offer 
wfoe-rangk^ accornmodaOc«\ PadMes-' trom 
luuy hotels » youth twA. dlwramshiSas 

and pkgtim sheds. In addMoniiP icuflsni 
provides 129 wel-appoInted st^poMs at 
wttus tourbt centres. 



Uttar Pradesh. 

The ^irit lives on. 


Ai endbieg HKAoiy a fbrtM fov n fofoiy 
OttmrpinefHPm^fcn 


U.P. Tourism 

'CMnaha/'. 3 NmI Kfohore Rond. 
Urdinow 236 001 . 



pytr^ndaurr^ffrifimi fimhn 
four to fight trtt 


indu shows you how to toko hotter photographs. 

Taking a good D^Kitograoh indoors is reallv easy ^ voci 
rememDer these simole pomes 

To start wtth. if you're using a flash, make sure vou keep the 
nght distance from the sutvect if vou go too dose, the light 
emerging from the flash will be too much m prooortion to 
the distance The result is a photogra^ that's pale The 
features of the subject may look flatter too. 
standing too far doesn't help either vou get a photograph 
that's doll, as the Nght is insufficient The ideal rarvge is 
between four fM and eiQht feet Stay withm ttxs and vou 
can be sure of a photogr^ you're proud of 

Keeping these tips m sight helps So does a good quality 
colour film like indu The colours are rich and iastirig 


INOU 


Hindustan Photo Films Mfg. Co. Ltd. 

meunaoar, Miueamandaurn Ml OOS 
umecaiQ »«adQuvrm' Sooraminttri auii0t«>o$ 

NO 1 C\I0 HOVM 9090 . 600 007 





INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 





Gorbachev's visit to India raises fears about the Soviet Bear abandoning 

India to the Chinese Dragon 


I should have b«en an nccasKm tu 
celebrate and reaffirm an e^tab* 
liahed relationship. But Soviet 
President Mikhail (lorbachev's 
vi$n to India last week Kenented 
misinvmsK and unanswered questions. 
This was his second visit to India, and 
(he first since his appointment as the 
chainran of the Presidium (i the Sup¬ 
reme Sfiviet. The visit miflht have be^ 
designed to further consobdate Indce 
Soviet roUitions but oistead, it resulted 
in the Soviet leader allay mg wxicspread 
fears about a “couhng ’ in bilateral rela¬ 
tions between the two cuunines. 

The run-up lu tiorhiKbev's Indian 
visit was marked by specubliun about 
the stale of Indo-Soviet relations—spe 
cuiatHin lhai hinted at a growing Soviet 
detachment from Indian security cun 
cems. Of specific concern was the 
Soviet Union s inaeasing friendliness 
towards China and the impbcations of 
this on Incha's seimritv environment. So 
strong and persistent were 
these Indian miagivings that 
Gorbachev, himself, was 
ciimpelled to rebut them. In 
an exlraordinarv gesturt*, 
the Soviet leader personally 
tried to dismiss Ihe fears. “I 
shall not dignify wnh answee 
such totally groundless and 
obviously speculative asser¬ 
tions*’, he said about the 
reports, m the course of a 
speech at a Rashtrapati Bha- 
van banquet, on the day be 
arrived. 

Gorbachev, however, 
hinted that an improvemeni 
in India’s relations with China 
was important 1<i the Soviet 
linion. He stressed (hat 
forging good relations with 
China was imperative in the 
overall global context. With¬ 
out referring directly to 
Prune Minister Kgjiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s proposed tnp to Beijing 
next month, he said he was 
’’happy’’ to see ’’signs of 
improvement” in Sinu-lndian 
relations and mentioned that 
a ”Sino-Soviet sumnet was 
probably not too ^ away”. 


The Soviet leader made these 
observatKins at Vigyan Hhavan where he 
was presented the Inthra (iandhi prue 
for pcaie, rbsannament and develnp- 
meni (the ostensible reason for his iMhi 
visit I. TIu* thrust of (MJfbiK'hev’s spt*ech 
was that good relations between the 
USSR, Chma and India wixiM be re¬ 
quired lu solve the problems of the 
AsM-Pacifii* regain 
After <>urt^bev*s departure, the 
OppoMtam qwzxed Kativ as to whether 
any discussam on Sno-Indyn rebiaios 
had taken place, ’'Why did Chma ran find 


a mentam m iht- joint communique 
releasetl at the end i4 IVesident (ioi- 
bachev's viaii^'’ asked I hi* irrepressible 
Subramaniam Swamy. In response to 
Gandhi's replv that "il was nol possiUe 
in any statemerl of reasonable sire l(» 
cover all these subjects”, Swainy quip¬ 
ped that, "it showed lhai Chma was not 
nnpnrlant enough to be mentioned.’' Ar 
angry Ra|iv shin hack; “As far as reb- 
iHMs betNveen the Soviet Union and 
India are I'oncemecl. China is unimpur- 
tani." Hut iIk* renuirks did touch a raw 
nerv<’. and the I'nmc Miiuster went to 
gieat lengths to assert that India’s 
relation!! with the Sovwl t.'niot) and 
China were ml “tied up” with eai'h 
other. 

Nonetheless, diplomatic 
ivelew m New Delhi busaed 
with speculation aboui how 
Sino-S<»vH;l rapproachenH*ri 
. C would affect Smn-Iodgm rein 
tions. Xinhua, Ihe slate- 
I'onirnlled news agency nf 
China m an analysis of Presi¬ 
dent (Gorbachev’s second 
visit to India mied: ”lndo- 
Sovict economic relations 
migtit undergo a process of 
reudjustment in view of 
perestroika m the Soviet Un¬ 
ion.” 'Die report countered 
ihe apprehensHjns of a Me¬ 
llon of the Indian media that 
there would be a shift in 
Mtiscow’s pnunlies. asking: 
'if Soviet Union’s relations 
with India are not de¬ 
trimental u> a third country, 
why should a third country’s 
relations with the Soviet Un- 
mn be detrlmenul to Indo- 
Suviei relations.” 

F orngn affairs specialists 
in New Ilelhi reacted to 
President (kirtnchev's pr^ 
Douncements in the capital 
with guarded optonism. Said 
Bhabani Sengupta, noted 
commentator on intematioii' 
al affairs: ’’The Pnme Mmis* 
ter s sutement m Parliament 
A extraordinary. If what Ka- 
jiv Gandhi meant was that 


Visiting fears 
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thftanimprovMWrtin 
Sho-lnta rcMofii«» 

which M to ipKuMiOM Aout I 
^cooKncf in bi^Sovtof bfatoral 
miitioni 


Uun<^ vvii» rK'wrvtt iinpi>rt;in( ) 
m IrtUfi'Snvui ri-LiCiims Uwn | 
hi* nukinji; n r 

imiKiriiini ptilkv <tHiu»«ni. I 

bivniise il (hai lie m i 

his minO h<is n itKivt'd (Im* I 

LhiiiH ohstiH'k* Uul il iw ! 
nufunt I hat Cliirid Imk m'ver 
\Ktn i fei'Uit III IwKi S«n'K*l 
ri'lntiiins. ihi*n i\ is n prci* 
il ni ndl v un isi • ini n I •.inli • 
nieiit.” Ikit SiMi^nipld wil^ j 
(|UU'k li> iidd *'lt IS srii()K< lo I 
say that iImtc i'* a di(liti*iK'e 
hetweeii Smvk’I I'iihsi «ind 
Irxlin <>ii ilima. Alter all. htiih 
l're<i<)eiii * Kirhaiiu*' .md 
IVinie MiiiisU’i K.imn (laiidlii 
Hitriv dial ieliiii<>ii> with Chi 

IP liKIsl iriHtfriM* ’ 

''eiipipia isniiU'il 4iul dun 
IPMeilis Ml iMlemaiRMpI rela 

liMiis ar<' r.ifmlK i'h:oi>gn>< 

The 1 nil) u.if, iH'luein the 
rSSH iiiifl Ilk' r>A i**i ilh* 

<MK* Ipiiil aiKl ifU' rsSK .mmI 

C'lillM Mil Ihi Mlliel, sImmss 
Mphs Ml .»*iMnir4M«'i AH iliis 
fRiinis Id :i “Kss imii^i iii;, 
less tense rileiiial'oiMt 
iiiibeu" The I/I HIM'V rvastir 
fi>r the e!ian>nii>: saiuirxi i< 
the h.'ih'ialM) <«! 

the jpri Ml b>^ih Ilk' sii|K*r 
fit iw <■ rs 1 1 lai t hvv Iws v‘u\ e« • 
stri’telvit" ilu'iiwt ivrs 'f*hh 
Ims usnlutl HI the >i\pvt- 
|}Mwers reik'^HiK "fi ilk ir 
loiTeniiimils 

I'ressjetil liMrUielH'v h. 
witliMUt iImuIu. plMiuinlv re- 
spoTiSihk* fnr tlK* ilpnpiiip 
|iHtr<*rn id lUternnliMiiel 
Hfliiits. And Ibe (.iit iImI 

I'lii h iitl> C hinj IS emir.il in 
Soviet pnlitv no tin* Asia* 

Pa.'tfH' reKmn, puses a challonKe tu 
Suiith Hinck. Says Senffupld. 'Thilv 
ihcise whn see China ss an otenidJ 
enemy are apprehensive nt Sinn-Simet 
rsppriHdieiiient. Our relali'ins viith C In¬ 
na have been frozen fur kiruc with low 
intensity tension on the border. We 
cannot follow the same poluv " 

Election year exiRencies haved forced 
the Indian ijnvcmrtem to make il clear 
that its actions should n(4 tx* interpreted 
as a surrender of Indian mierests 
case, territuryh Instead ni ulknigabuut 
'mutual accomiiiodauoir.lndia has sug- 
gtsted ihat altei native phraseoJogy be 
used, like 'mutual aational interest* and 
'mutual nauotial sentiments*. 

Meera binha Bhatiacnaiiea. a well* 
known expert on China points out that 
President Gorbachev's recent pro¬ 
nouncements OP China must be analysed 


in the c<intext of "a ma^ shift in Scivvet 
pulley strategy which was spt-h 
exit in Vbdivuslok in 1946.' 11 m; three 
elements 4if Soviet hireignjiuiby which 
Indp has to take into airuuni are: a shift 
in hicus lo the Asis-PKifur reginn m 
which CImu pbyft a imior nJu: a geoeraf 
downpbymg of a confroniatHinisi atti¬ 
tude; need to restructure Soviet ecu* 
nuRiy and to derive as much advantage 
as ptikMUe from increasmK economic 
it«*iact ntri only with the devekired 
West but also with ckvelopijig counihes. 
In aH of these. Oms plays a very 
irnpurtani role." Bhattscha^a points 


nut that till th(* time nl I'resiHciit Itur- i 
bnc!iev*& VUdivosiok >>|N*cch. ilicTv wiib i 
a paraUel b«*(wv4*n Indian xnd Soviet I 
strategy (»n dwir temioriul piuhU'rns. 
Kut at Vladivustuk. tiH- S<Kiet leii<k*r 
1 bungl'd iJHck to. in cl feci Glii- 

na'H iKisitnm on die ea^lrrn Nn*ti»r Inf 
dieSino'SiAvti htirder. With dns Cfiiiu j 
nnd the Soviet l<niun have riipidly pro¬ 
ceeded to settle their border prnMeni. 
Agreement tu the t licet has been rc- 
emtiy reached and SinM-S<iCict rcldUons 
normalised. Nuw, Suiiz-lndinn ternional 
(gublems have bec<«n«' purely hilalcrfil. 

it Lan be argued that thia would nK'nn 
a strengthening of the Cliincsc negotiat¬ 
ing positiun m terms of the boundary 
dispute. And, in that caM«. ffresident 
Gofliidiev's visit and warm stutements 
would be cold comfort for India. 
P*tr«M(MClwttsrMMeirPe0if 1 
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Democracy delayra 


Unccruuntv over Remtzir's appohKnienf as Prime Minister casts doubts on (he 


P .iki'i.in - N:itMinal 

il'.irliuiDi'iU) UakJui>; is u 

uhitc. MiipuMtiv sirut'^urt* 
in i\ IkJUav al thi> 

I h(i o] Isl.invib.ul's main 
lo.irj, I'onnosi 111 It^ lns|<iiYilK* buiUm^ 
Ims sih’iil witluiut U*t<isfaU>rs 

lit tin* iKMsi* (it <JciiuHTac 7 lo warm il. 
rril i.iHi iliv buildinK renuuwd 

fnfliulibny, and buffvtU'd by K'y winds 
hlnuiii^ ^rom (lie nHiun(*iins ndjoinm^ 
(Ilf iitv. And as iluHmK at, Ihv ImiklmM 
ItM'll wfpv (Ik* uf purlum>en< 

Ian di*m(M> > m (hr OHintry. 

h»r. the ( j. iiHms to the Naikmal 
AsMuilily Wfr<’ bmp owr: Ov I'akisiaii 
l'i'o|)K 'i |*;trty (JU’I’) k'd by Itenasir 
Mliiiiio lidil rmi'ijAsI as tlR* sanfdr 
laipisi iKiily wiUi out o( thv ^17 
lU'fil'd M'ais m tho Naliofwl Ass<*mbly. 
AikI yet tiK' vstal>lisliri>tn(, docninai^ 
hv I ho dead difiaior. (frnvral Zu*(d 
Ha<j’s fHiowers, were retusiriK lo yield. 
It was nlnsist ds il the Nation^ Assem* 
Mv Wii 9 the property of the heint o( 
(ionoial Xia and fonttk'd ajtainst cn* 
fioiKlK'rs like JkiM 7 ir. 

Keen the desi|<niited jruardian of the 
Naluniil Assenihiv and (Ih* supposedly 
nil [Kin ml sieersniHri of the dedoral 
piiKess. Pakistani ]hi*sidcni ((hulani 
f-JiiH^ KJuin, sooinerl de?^le^4le to stave 
I 'dt {Um:i7ir's mstatbbon as the queen o( 

I tlio Nulioiuil Assembly, (n ilio priHcss, 

I (]ie l‘;eMdeni sutisiUuled L'lmsiilutHMUl 
I pMKciUirc with aibitranncss. Ai tirsl. he 
I pi<MiiiM‘d lo foflveni' 1)>c National 
I Assembly within V.i days after eleetHNis 
I its stipulated in the ConsliluU*m: then* 
I ehanped lus mind and said tliat the 
. Assembly would only be caDed <jn 7 
. I Jcevniber He persisted in evadins the 
issui' of svhen the next I'rime Minister 
' ouid he appointed and what the criteria 
: loi such appointment would be. And just 
' wlkm Im; wii» on the veixe of losmK aO 
t redihility. he detkirvd that constituHon* 
pioLeduies wuuki lx* Mluwed. Usr 
National Assembly would be convened 
! on November and the new Pnme 
I Minister named the next day. 

I I he Pakistani voters, who had re* 

' spoiided witli overwhelmijip enthusiasm 
* for the return of parliamentary democra* 

' cy, were tbnuyvd and tienaair, who 
I had emerKv'cl Ait the most popular natKA* 

ii 


future of Pakistani democracy 

id fiinire. was outraged. In any other 
denax'r.xy. the thouii^ (d the leader of 
the niu|firi(y party not bc'ing given a 
chance to form the government would 
have hern unlhink.ible In Pakistan, the 
porlianHnury rules Mxmed confused. 
President Jshaq Khan showed no si|!ns 
of beins impressed with IknasPs loud 
claims that ahv could prove her major* 
hy-Nviih the help of independents and 
other sopponers-on the floor of the 
Hotwe. An exasperated Hvnazir Bhutto 
went on lo say that her party 6d run 
have to agree to even a c(i.tli(ion govern* 
meni and was m a portion to form a 
gitvcmnieiu in il« ons'il 

I 

T he delays and iiH’rejsed uncertainty 
irver the appiantinent of Benazir as 
the Prime Minister siren^liened the 
suiqiacHM that Presideni Ishaq Khan and 
Iss advisers were m league with the 
PPP's nval, (he Islamic Jamhuoree llte* 
had (the Islanuc Democratic Albaiicek 
Tlie UI. composed of nine parties most 
of whom adnut to being the ^heritors of 
the Zaa legKy. coMinued to boast (hal 
they would frxni the govormnent—an 
amazing claim considenng that they had 
won only 55 seats Ihe Ill's strength 
further dwinded when four of its MN As. 
onguiaUy bek>ngvig to (he Jamaat'O* 
Ulema'V* I slam i (JUI—Darkbwasti 
group) walked out and lomed the parent 
body of the jUl led by Maubna Paahir 
Palunan. 

Kul the Ul leadership remaned un¬ 
tied. PspecMily confident was the care* 
taker chi^ nurusler of lAmjab. Nawai 
^lanf. who was being ported as the 
country's future Prune Miraster by the 
UI. SturiTs confidence was bolsier^ by 
the results of the Provincial fstate) 
Assembly elections held on 19 Novem¬ 
ber. H» party had trounced (he PPP in 
the country s largest and most importat 
provBKe, Punjab, and was in a pusibon 
(o k^ni the goveranent there. The 
FTP's only decisive victory was in the 
country's second largest province, Sind. 

The resulta in the other two pro* 
Vinces— Bahicfaistan «td the North West 
Pronlier ProvoKe (NWFP) wer e not 
decisive for any party. Hie UI. howev* 
er. emerged as the single lagest party 
in the NWFP with 28 out uf the total of 


df> seats, while the PPP (railed with only 
:'1> seats. In Baluchistan Um. the UI got 8 
se its against PP1 ’'k 3 seals. poll 
results in thnsc twr> proviiiics were 
more .» vklnry for smalkT parties hke 
Khan Abciul Wall Klmn n Awaini Naliorial 
l*arty (ANP). Kazhir kahnuin s Janwat* 
e* Ulema'e'lslarru CJUl) and Baluchistan 
National Alkancc. IV ill might have 
bested the PPP ui these iwo provinces 
but id higher laSy of scats proved 
ntghing. It confirm^, if anvihing. that 
the UPs pHTU’ipal supiiod UaM* is l^un^ab. 

The* ()[’< improved showing in the 
provdX'Ml poll sjurked ticsh hope* tn the 


e«wlr snirtte. win ms mintwy raglm* hand 
aw pawar la a popular sevarnmardT 



tUMSAT r-.io f^wr iM 



hear! uf ihe pro</» estaMi«hmen( and 
provided a new excuse li»r advocating 
Nawaz Sharifa claim to the prime mins- 
lership. This ^ecms to have pul the 
county’s mtliury leadership m a bu of d 
quandTy Pakistani senior mo&i mibiary 
leader, Chief of Army Staff (ienvral 
Asbm BeK.tnrd ro oppease the piikZo 
<' 9tablishmenl by sui^Kesrini; that the 
next (Soveniment should ho fonned on 
the tosis of national cxm«ensus’. Th>a 
talk ol H 'hiojul-basod popular fios'vni* 
metU’ uriplH'il u partnrridiip «j< rivals, a 
lijikinjj of tho Ul and the \W. 

JYio &u^>tc‘«iion was so prepostcnius 
that Mh Nawaz SItanJ atid Kcnazir 
BhulU) rejecird il iHirr^hl. Kenazir 
declared lliai Ihe Kakusiam tieoph* had 
already delivered ilieir verdui and the 
<*hix{'i< ol the people should bi» honoured. 
'I'here dearly could be no con^omises 
or half way hiHiMs: if the estaMishmeni 
wanted denxHTacy ihcv would have to 
actvpt lUfiiizit as Vmt Mimsier 

11k* miliiarv' teadcrsluu as <ii>p(ised 
to ilu* colIcK tion of xenioi hureaucnix. 
diiuTidited polilK'iann. business tycivins 
<itxi iK*wsp;iper owners deiwral '/.la had 
hroupht totiother to fuon a ruling ch* 


fW d Mctett of 1h» mn«)f 
Ike sonior buroaocncy in 
comteod tM Senttir il reedy tp 
pliy ImI or IM ihe hn loriotten 
how her talher wtiirreiM and 
finaly sent to the fAwi 
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due—had rccoiK'tkd ascif lo ifenaza 
as&uniiiitf power. .^ikJ fienazii iiKi has 
recoiH*ik'<J K'f*eH to lh<' Kh a ul iIh' 
mihiarN' si't li t he ^iri •mv 1 1 iik- • Helof e 
ibe i'kvtions. she inacli' it /i tjuini tu 
streas; '*11 k* ri>le id iIm* aiiiieil foues 
has l>pen entKMl Ki K'S(onu«(k*miKTaey. 
I do ntK foresee conflKls hetwivii iis and 
tlw iiiditKr). Holh Ihe armed forces and 
the PrP realnu* lluil tbi' mniv o| iIk’ 
country is suprtim* 

ll the* mihtary has iiny reserviiiion on 
Benazir assuming! powei, it stems Iroin 
the k‘ar tltat lieiiazir oiwv alkrwed 
undiluted poteer could rapidly anisuli 
date hiT positHin. *I'he hi Noveruher p>ill 
verAci d<«‘s nut jpve iIk* 11*P unfelt er¬ 
red powers: a coalKion *sovemnienl 
necessarily calls lor coniprcHiusc's on the 
p^ of the dixninunt purtv. In these 
circumstances Ihe esLililishment. which 
inchides the nutilary. wixild find it easier 
to influence pnlxy tnakiiiK. Shouki Be¬ 
nazir make political nUiances. infliK'iUnil 
friends and vrodi> the pohlk a) bases nf 
her nvals, then iIk* 1^^ could liecome 
uncontrollable. 

That (Hiukl meun an unprediciabk* 
Benazir, even a vxmfieful Bimazir. Not 
all sectkms of the military and the senior 
bureaucT9(7 are convinced that Beruzir 
IS ready to play ball or that she has 
fbrgolien how her father was arrested 
and finally sent to the ksiIIows. Givuik 
B enazir her political due could amount to 
openir^ a pandora's box for tk* 1 Pakistani 
esUbbshment. Zia’s fihost miKhi have 
been bid to rest hut I'utfigar Ali Khutio's 
spectre could yet come back to haunt. 

bidraiil 









On his own t erms 

Dhifvn Bhagai, a Sc n day columnist, dies tragically in u car crash 





TitheMd, 
Bhaptremalmd 
his own man. One 
month. Congress 
MPswouU toast 
him for attacking 
the£i^ms;the 
next month they 
would can him 
Sinpatrietic'lor 
endangerii^the 
Unka accord. He 
accepted the 
praise and the 
abuse with 
equanimHy 


H e numinvHrd (hrtt* CiU- 

Uiiv in MithsiiurH*. hi^ pvvnt^* flat 
in Kiimbny*!^ Pali Hit uni an apan 
itvrii Hi N<*w f Delhi’s VasaM Vihar - 
IHK rt wjh dirTK'ull (o find hiRi n an> 

, ol tl>e*in. AKU, l>hirrn Kha^I vntstwot Indui'N 
. truA» |i(*npatelic ))Hjrnab5ts. At the (Uih* lu& 
IriKK di‘ath m a I'lad ottideril in New [>«^ tin 
IM Niivemhef. he had |u»i retuOK'd frnm idvtf • 
U 1 K the elri'lHin in I’akiMan iind was abinix lo fly 
tu fkimhay. 

rik* Iasi luiit nxMt piiipk* in iKlht Iwn 
' wa» in early N«iv«iTibiT at a party tn veMme 
/ the puNtcatKin of M J Akhar’s Nehn. Me apenl 
' tile cufly )»rt rd the (*vi*ronjt avocdaiK a member 
' IA the l^hme Mmivier'^ nTfkv whnm he had 
I mercilcsslv lampnened m i^raie Ext hi lUKS. 
and tlx* real K*'^linK nxKu an argument with 
iirKither I'MO y>ini seireiary. As the discusMai 
xrvw nH>re .ind nvire hi*ated. HhaKAt tmclMrac* 
trnstH*all> (kinanded ihai the bvreaiKrai siep 
ixitsirk' to M'ltle it ’like a man’ - an unwise nmve 
I I’lif>ifk«nn 2 that Ohiren was must at Ixmie m 
' I0)r<ines whik* his adversary had proved Ns 
' mettle in the Siaftol seet.ir. K<iniiiia(ely. the 
^ physK'ol omfrdfilatxHi w’as averted bul niA 
' before the joini secretary managed to throw di a 
' lew di^s about you ''Wcstem*edu(Mled people 
I wlio diNi't understand India". 

’’Oh." said HhaKnt, rebeved al Last to be no 
I sure ground ' And does tlui include yuur Prvne 
I Minister. wN> I weather, is <ilso Western edu* 
caledj'” 

’llw stury of l^rcn HhaKai’s decade m 
; loumabsm ys une ol such unbkely confmotatsns 
and stfrulnr smart returts. He bved by lus uwn 
rales; lie played no favounles: ho stood up for 
what he tx'beved m; he took on wNiever he feh 
needed to bo fouidil: and he itlways iiianafted to 
have the last word. 

He discovered tlial he could write provoca* 
tively when he was 14. As editor of the Mavour. 
the newspaper at Ajmer’s Mayo CoUepe. he 
turned the school inside duwTi with aiiKry 
editorials and witty put-downs. Rut n was nut ul 
his second year at Oxford (he read pobbes. 
philosof^y and ecunoniics at Merton) that he 
reatised that lie ctjuld make a kvmft out of 
journalism, liis first \ utumn (occompomed by an 
evirenwly jdamurous photo»7aph) appeared in 
Himbay mai^ine in lfl7^ and the response ft 
evented convinced hmi dial he liad a future bi 
I ndian joumalisni. When he omw down in 1981, 
he attempted, akinit witli Uwv'er Sabnan Khur* 
shid. to launch the Svw OtOu Rfxtew of Honk*. 

l^nitHlunately that fefl throuith. but by then he 
had been discovered by VInod Mehta, who took 
the unusual step of giving Nm a loruw^ly 
column m 7he Sirnday Otaerw in 1982. It soon 


became the flbserver’s must popular feature, 
gt'neratinK dozens of letters each week. Hhagat 
lovid the contruversv and kept it KoinK by 
atiackinj! the mijthiy. He was the first to dare to 
'^UKHesi that Salman Rushdie was unreadanie, 
wrote a nmck-obituarv of Khusbwant Singh and 
evoked sacks of hate mail by urguuig that Aran 
Shuune didn i know how to write English. 

He kept his <»ther vmiing going loo. There 
I was a column in Indin Today on (he arts, rej^lar 
wnimg fur inv^nni. and when L^itsh Nandy 
; rcvan^ied 7V Hbstnutd WttkJy in 19H3. 
Siwenl ciwer stones. All of it was disiinguislied 
by irreverence. At (he Oh-icn er. lit entered an 
argument between Kersv Katrak ind Iqbal 
Masud by noting' "Lake Katrak. I have as much 
I respect for Masud’s pr<n(c as I do ff»r his vh^ws: 
both are piffk*.’ In tiiipnnl. he toi;k <m all of 
Indn's Leading columnisiR. Of N.J, Nanpona he 
wnAe. "reading one of his ctilumns is like tx^iiig 
stuclc m the middle of the Sahara with no w,iiei ”. 
On another uaasion, he went off to interview a 
shady Amehcan academic wNi had produced a 
cuflection oi Emergency'era poetry. When Bha* 
gat piiuited out that the cnHecixm included one of 
NN poems for wNch no pcmiissmn hud been 
requested, the acadorruc turned shifty. And 
. when he added that the sense of (he poem had 
' been km because the word 'god* had been 
turned mto 'dog\ the American threw him out of 
Ns hotel room 

He came to national pionunencv because f>f 
N» interviews lor Ihe LVeeWy. Kor Nandy's firsl 
revamped issue, he took on Menaku Gandhi and 
made her look fairtv stupid. Later, he plotted lo 
gel hTTK lo talk lohun. In those dayb. Kairu Kao 
was perceived as a great demoobt tut Bhagat 
had heard that he was a bit of an autocrat. So, 
(he moment be entered the ruoni be prostrateiJ 
himsetf at NTR'sfeei. Utter, be was to recall: “I 
waned on the floor, thinking tnai he would make 
some attempt to stop me or ask me to get up. 
Bul. apparently, all of his mcnisiers had to do 
this, so he didn't think it at sB odd." When he 
finally picked himseb ofl the ground, NTR was 
beanung. He proceeded to give Bhagat the 
interview of a lifetime, comparing himself tu 
Ayatollah Khomeini and declaring tlet he would 
natHin^ise the arts if he came to power. When a 
horrified press secretary Uied to interrupt, he 
was kwl. "You shut up. " he snapped. "Mr 
Khagat is my friend." It made for temlic reading. 

It was during the Wvtkty phase of his career 
that he began to (ire of Bombay and its 
intelLectual set. He made up with most of those 
he had atucked. Kersy Katrak became a great 
friend and Iqbal Misud something cd a guru. He 
turned Ns attentim mslead to Punjab. In 1983, 
he had gone off to ihe Golden Temple, met 





Bhindranwakr and Lonj^owaf and re^urrMl vun* 
vinc«d that ihv pro^m would nrK pu away 
unless the Centre took some pc^ltve poktMjl 
action A piece in Imprint was widelv cntk ised 
for takin^c ihis hne, but by 1984. after the 6asco 
of Bluesur. his posiltcat bej^n tii seem niure i 
reasonable. 


Ihssatisried with (ho ohSctal line that General 



Sundani s inen had uxidentally destroyed (he 
Akal Takht hui liad nuracukiusly ensured that 
not a amide huHvl nicked th<* lliirmandir. he flew 
to Amritsar. In n despatch for TV Suwh.v 
Obser'etr. h' notrd tliai he lud *L vn at kMs( liNi 
bullet holes in the Harmandir and debunked I hi' 
poverTtnw'iU spriipy^iKta. His interest m Punjab 

led hint In ^Hcept a ctMniiustucet hunt IVnkuin I 
India fi»r a htHtk cm the subKct; sndhr. it { 
renutmcil unfiiuslK'il wlicn fk dwd. > 

i 

I \ was ineviiabk lhal the foreign prt^ss would I 
<liscovTr him. Yhr SpcfWoi isked hun to do a 
cover story on Khindninwalc a^id was s«i pleasod 
by it that he was appointed the niaga/oK’s 
rejtulur man in India. HeiiiK something (A a s’oojtA 
fogey himself, he fitted in easdy with YTn* 
Six^tHtor ethos and was soon dtang cover 
Slones front London as weD. 

Ii svys lit his capacity as the nan in 
India that he interviewed Kajiv Gandhi at 198S. It 
was one of Bhagat’s better interviews and 
remains the only tone the IVime Matisiei lias 
talked hoTKsUy about his brother and the 
Emergency to the press. He also got Ka^v to 
confirm that he had^-in f3ct<^failed at Cam¬ 
bridge <"l flunked/' the PM beamed). 

The Kajiv raj saw' him shift his operations to 
D^i. Initially, he was cynkal ^lout the regmie ) 
(unkind cntKS said that this had more to do with j 
Mayo/Oxford snobbery over DootuCwtolgc ; 
social r limbing), but by 1967 had mnderau"t t .. \ 
stand. He was particularly exercised hv I 
Indian Express which he felt hiid turned uKo a 
pamji^t from a newspaper and wrote several 
columns saying so. However, the g<iveniment 
was dee^y suspicious of his credentials and 
nobody of any consequence would see him. 

Still Bhagat persevered When Prem Shankar 


Jha tofcf him (hat he had seen a copy of the 
famous 2ail Snjdi letter with handwritten ciurec* 
tions on It that had probably bent made by S. 
Mulgjokjf. be got Jha t<i admit that Gopi Amra 
had shiiwn him the letter, rnfuriunately. Arora 
would not take Kha/ul’s phone calb>. UnJeter- 
red. be scoured DeSu liir scaiiebody who would 
see lain. Finafly, afie^ days of camping outside 
CHI diretiof Mohan Katre s ofB^v. he semred a 
phiHocopy of tiM- k-ttcr and Si*( oil a ivitional 
storm. 

nkist iri I'e^' AM. Bhngat was IMhi’s 
hantesi-w'i>tking |oumah>t. He al« avi< made it 
clear tii in*rvl«<lv he* intervie«s*d tlut ntKlmn 
wds <iffil>e-rectird. yet evervUdy kept saN mg 
iiKhsiKet ituf^es to litfiL Hv a^ed Klu^kll^ 
Ghosh whv IkHirdarshan seemed uictbk* to get 
K;tftiafund Sugar K» speed up thi' a Ism iti the 
kMmiin >ienal 'What can we dn/’ coRtfikiiiwcl 
(ihi)sh. "Sagar’s got us bt' (he short hairs/' The 
wry neki day. that ninark was on the fnsti page 
of 7V tmJxui l\)sl. 

1'hen. he went off to Sn Lanka, wfkre he 
inteniewed High Cmmni'istoAer Mani fhXii ah¬ 
um the faihiri* of the Lanka acivird. "It's lhi» ImiH 
I >4 thes(* TanvK.*' nsMiied liixil. "WV've doiH- 
everything (or iTatilwikanin. We've jikadiKj willi 
him. We*M* llirealecied hmi. We've even paid 

'iGid hini/’ sad BJiagat. trying tu kiok ««»(. 

"(Hi vvs." sad (Nut. "we pad iIk' L'ITK to 
gel tlieni to agree tci su|ipon tlit ikT'aI. ' 

It was .ino((K*r «cooi>. 

O tiHt »uch scoops were to (olkm. Among 
tlx III. the revebtiun llwil KAW wns import 
Mig nukei launchi'rs piH’haged as leleiiMii 
MiunHatssis equipment and lhal the nuiiis 
try WHS on the verge of banrwig 77 k* Saiarih* 
Verse.s. Ky (he summer of (986. Hivtgat was ixi 
kmgvr regatdud a» a gadfly ut a mure KtHHuiasl. 
So^'nly, he had heavy-weight ctedihiktv. And 
all ot those whu had refused him apposHrm-nts 
when lie first moved to LX*lhi, now mviled lunt 

«»VtT. 

N'<ine I* this wi-nl to his head. Tdl the end. he 
jemaaied his own mart One month. Congrebt: 
M I’s would toast him for attacking the Express: 
the next mucHh. they would caB him 'unpatriotic' 
for endangering tin* Lanka accord. He aci'epted 
(he praise and the abuse with etpanimily. 
conscious that his )ub was to print the truth and | 
not to wot friends and influence pt^e. I 
Ai ScNiMY. he was n regular ctintiibutor from 
early 19H7 onwards and then, started hts own 
cr4umn (LetTers ^oma CnRsenat/ce). Uy 1988. 
he had worktd out a pattern whereby he wouki 
break stories it The /ndun /(osT and then do the 
koigcr. detailed follow-ups for us. All his big 
stories- I he Mufgaokar letter, the Lanka pay- 
rnents. ihe KAW arms impuns. etc.—a^^xred 
l»-fc .dter be had first flashed them in the 
U goes without saying lhal we wdl miss him. 
i he kAS tu Indian journalism is as great Al H\. 
lie was undoubtedly the most promising y umat- 
ist 01 * his generation. 

Vlrte^M 

idtiinqMdk.cnahi. ' 

♦ v' Cr 



Theitoryof 
Miren Bhigil> 
decidem 
joum»li(iii ispne 
of such unlikely 
confrofititiofis 
mdiimjlarsmjH 
retorts. He Nved 
by his own rules; 
he played no 
lavourHes; he 
stood up lor what 
he behoved m; he 
took on whoever 
he Mt needed to 
be fought; and he 
always managed 
to have the last 
word 
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T hirty’s a novel happening in 
Indu't iKm'AdHys And it’s hap- 
piiiinp with iiKTCiisinK reg- 
ulanly. OI bite» nv^e and 
more Induing ure wnim>: Tk- 
tion ill En>zh>h. Whai’> imire, ihev’re 
finding pul}lisher», b*^tli ithriMd and ui 
home, with rmurkalile 'nxunna 
impressive sums of nvaiey us advuni'e%: 
and fetihtng reviews in repul i^d hietarv 
jcKirruls dnd iiiugazines. If m Ihi* piisi, 
Indo'Aiijdun ticium mus s<«i»ellwig of u 
liicr:ir> bjeVwiiti r, ih** ik*» surge o( 
wnling lias swepi i1 «|uarely nito Ihe 
inteniaitonaf mninsiieam. Suvs Kajaii 
Mehra, nianagmc dir<'Cl<ir of the pub 
hslung \vmv. Ku|ki and Co.: ”W|ial 
lire wiinessinfi is n htHUu. Indian wniers 
:iu* Ix'iiig rev^^gnised mort widelv Ilian 
ever Ixfoie. 

S(» largi* have Dk numbers Nvnme 
that, sudden[y, it is no lonieer |i<K«ibk* fu 
keep track of the* ik'm* crop of vmtfrs. 
Take Ihe list uf ihoM* wIhi Iuw had therr 
first volnim* puhlisbi'd in rhe Iasi ckvadc: 
It woiikl include Salman Hnshdte. Vjkram 
S<.'tli, Upaiii.inyu Chatu^rp’o. Amitav 
iihosh. AlUn I. Sealv, Namila tiokhak. 
Nina Sihal (iita Mehu. Honuin llcsai. 
I'artap SI lamia. I’. KiiTigu kH<». Kofianum 
Misiry uikI iiianv, many rmre, 

Tfue, th<P not ail of Ilitmi can lav claim 
1o eX( elk'iH'e cc gi'tiuiiH* crcaCivitv. liut 
even .'ifier tls* chaff is sifted from the 
literary gram, you an* stiH led with a 
imnilKToi names. Rushdie, (ihosh. Seih 
and Scaly would certainly find a place ui 
any literary honour roll. So probably 
woiJd llpaiiianyu Chatiec>s* and a few 
others. Says iVtei Carsixi, tiublishing 
direct of of IVnguin tlK, '’Thire is mort* 
and more fine writing coming from India. 
And Ihe interest in ii is growing." 

To s<ime, the sudden hurst of creativ* 
tty in Irdo'Altaian wnlmg was only to be 
expected. Says poet Keki Daruwala. 
whose' Laiicfs(Vi/)e.s w<si (he C<iiiimcu>* 
wealth J‘rize for Poetry Iasi year: "More 
Indxins are reading and writing Engtish 
than ever before. 1 understand that the 
nunibiT lias risen to four millKin from a 
quarter of this at the tune of Independ* 
ence. M<ire<iver, there's the vast inimig- 
rant ptgiulaiion all over the wtvld as 
well. All this has to make for sovik* 
rrealivity and, therefore, J an the least 
surprised by ii." 

Btunhay based poet andliicrary cntir, 
Nissim Kzekicl. adopts a similar view. 
"English has been the medium of m- 
structun for the past 150 years. And 
then, it is used at tlie guvcniment le\x‘]. 
So. the lituiarv' outburst in English is 
only natural." But why has ii taken piare 
now.^ Replies Ezvkid; 'TM anyone anti- 
< ipate the magazine buomf The* time for 
Kuch things jusi becomes hpc-'and 


unexpeciedtfy " I o 

Hut this, surely, is ng (he whole | h 
answer In part, tk* surge is reUied to | L 
iixTeased ntereivt m Hrium and the [ d 
USA m Merature from ^oad. Kur g 
example, novels of Lain .Atneriran au- 1» 
thors such as Marquez. Bnrges and 
Lkisa pwtk* for bndksK'lf'Spaa* wnth i n 
those writers naiiM' to ikse coun' | (I 
toes. Ill a ckmali' rirlK)n Ixis o 

become interTwiticvvilKed. it is pi*r1ups , k 
natural ihiii the new giiwip <»l Indum «ii 
writers—ahvKt iiB <4 w ho h:i\x* lH*en ; ii 
first pubbsiM*!! eilhi*t ni Hcitain or tlie x, 
USA -Ihs found a forming and u luar ) ll 
kH abroad. Says Karrukh iHiondy. ij>n* , A 
(kwi-basid ptaywnglu. siviri sPhv wnler I 11 
<ind lekwiSRin pcodw er. <4 ihi* mteiesi ' I 
Indkin aut h« >rs hav e geiwrated in Hntnii i. . >«< 
"11iey are talking of h wIhiC* workt { h 
<MJtSKk‘ Hnlam and her ckn liiH*." ai 

'Die mteresl ciniM also luve mhiw* ; '/ 
tl&ng tu do with w*ha 1 has been n*.'eiied U 
to as the ensts m Aiigk> Saxon hterature ft 

Of late. Kngbsh and Amerxan auitans li 
have ultrac(ed ciitkism for U*nig lur t«ai J< 
inward'kjokmg. provmcul and obse ssed * oi 
with (N* ahosyncrasies of their own ' 
soi ieiies. Of lacking the* ufHvefsaktv nl. I il 
say. Marquez and the Latn ArnerKan | In 
sc4ionl. Some of the riew Indian wntnig ' lx 
lepresenis n dc'parture from this kind ol 'pi 
msulaniv. Sahnan Rushdie :ind Anuinv ' ii* 
Obosh exemplify this best, Kushdie\ | ix 
MKtnt0jt'» ^ fuMrea f<g msiu'wc. is not ' O 
MO much a lamdy saga ns the expkgatiou ' li 
of the menHiry of a stHiciv m poklKxl ' w 
and social decline. And, at its Uoadesi | 
k*v<H. Ghosh's TTie CViA* rrf ffc%r.«iri is at i 
once an intethttual cniKisni of ratmnaT 1/ 
•sm and a lelehralion of l ertam aspect 


of irrational»nv Says Muku) Kesuvnn, 
history feBow at iMhiV Nehiu Menmnal 
Library and literary' cntic: 'Hoili Rush* 
die and Ghosh are novelists of ideas. A 
giMid pun of their appeal and their mcrii 
he in this.” 

Nothing diustrate.s the <*nhanc<‘ci in* 
terpKt in Indian writing abroad better 
than the ease with which the new bunch 
of wnterx has been able to find pub* 
kslv*r^. Most have had tlH*ir first novels 
«ux'e|H4'd with I hi* nuninuim of fuss. Eor 
msmiiu', (ihosh, wfio pul a literary 
xgctii fiwiiil on Ihe ji»b, found 1 famish 
11.II III It on iippioving 7 Vie CVrc/e n/ 
iIh* first publishing house that 
itw* nunus<*npl was seni to. SKiularly, 
rjMTiMinu Chalteriei*, who used the 
same .igent for lus Knuhh Augusf ,4/i 
iiHtutn Suhv. was snapk^ up hy Kabcr 
amt H.iIn’I . I'xrlap Skiraia (Miy.c of rhe 
Ttirlwi pul)lish(*d by Hodicy Head) was 
tte.iti'd hki'wiH* nnd Nnmita (inkhale 
found to 1st delight that two puh 
lishers Cliatto and Windus and 
J< M in 11 kin C w er< * k ecni i in /'iiro < si ii' 

o|i 1 eil toi the lornieO 

i.irfilra'ii ihi^ with. »uiv. Hu* imuhle 
ilvii K K. NuMvati lull in laiiiiehnig 
liimv*ll as a wtUci Ik* lni> described 
Ins inivaiU movmglv in his autnlxogra 
pliv A/c tKiV'"' (AiKi (In'*, des|sie his fust 
iiovellMsiig .hu.ujii ,rrx/fVH*o<K which, il 
isit In^ Ik’st, 1 '^ at k'a^t his Ih*si know’ii.) 
Or Alula Ik'sai. who had to pnhiisli in 
liMit'i to e^;tabll^h hei rcpuiaiion as h 
wiilei, (Her first, 77 k* Crv of /ft<* 
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i'v/H iH'k. was ptibbs^H’rl ku^a sf>rm* 
IH years 

I t b<Mim l^ n^In ii» 

dysenSe iht- iftainr surgr, ihfn. i1 
w'a» ihv L4*rHl<kti>ltH'^rri exp.iinait* ShI* 
man kushdK' jiiovKied On* spark. 

/Mter ail uiH’Xi rpiioivil fhis 

first novel f/n/nu.v • a surrealist fan¬ 
tasy -rcH'eiveil UKliflert nl ievK*ws after 
hems tumt'd «k»wii by einlu iwWistK-rsk 
kusMie, by his (»wn iHfnlisten, bximl 

his '*ti\H* voK'r“ III iWKfirtfAr> C'Wdren. 
A v«isl. anilHtious mivrl wnticn in a 
narrative siyle that is exuU*raiil. frcflc* 
lie .iikI (k vilishiv clever. MK/ritffir V Chi- 
(hen won mutant iitcluini in bntain. 

I talk'd AS du' nvidem James Joyvv and 
IikIui's answer lo Ilk’ Latin Arnervans. 
kushdie wviU nil Ui win. m 198]. 
H til kins most coveted literary prite^ 
ilw liiM*kei McConiki The cash award 
III i KMHKi wmh only the wwu: the 
s^ari'iiffH ui leme ot sales were' enoujib. 
AS Kuslidie admi'ied later, to keep him 
yoini! for a feu years. 

Kusfulu.' WHS Indo AnMluin fiction's 
fir si nli 1 ^»r iniemitioiiai success. "Tlie 
credit for the boom in Indan wnting 
must tfo lo kushdio," says Hikram 
Orewal. manaeinu director of fbiss 
Mediii publishers. "Ii wdshis speetacu* 
l«ii sucvi'ss I fiat has led others to write. 
SVith Miditifihi's Children. Kushdie 
sliowc-d I hat there was both internal Hval 
recn^nitsiM aiKi money m lndi»<Anfdi^n 
lie I ion. 

Hut He also demonatrated aA>lher 
ihinK' MuJiiiithi s CMdren was the m<«t 
unsell'CorM Hius novel written about the 
KulKontinent until then Peppered with 
Indikii idioms and replete with cleverly 
diH^uised allusions to Ote counlry's re* 
ccni and not*so*recent past, it is a novel 
that will test the coniprt'hcnsion of the 
averjKe VVcsicm Sterarv bufi Yoi. it 
ottered no explanations, prnifered no 
snuitht rvi compromise, 
lliis was a Ti'lreshuix departure from 
llw past. For kxiR. Indian writers had 
lieen fai too apologelic about writing m 
Engbsh. Kecalls Vnnda Nabar. head of 
the English department at Bombay Urn* 
versily; ''In the Sixties, there was a 
sining feehng a^inst English and wn- 
tor^ were criticised for usmg iL" But 
thiilK not all. In the past, writers aJso 
had to contend with the (K^evakiit theory 
that the very concept of an indo-Angban 
was a non* starter. An idea predicated on 
the belief thai the only Ungua^ uriiich 
can adequately descrite or comprehend 
the idiosyncnsies of a culture is the one 
which that very cultvire has given rise to. 
For example, the famous poet and 
novelist, the late S.H. Vsttyayan. de¬ 
clared after switching from En^fsh » 


Hindi, ''India cannot havt* a btcTalure 
except SI an Indian luvuagi*.” 

fhv resuh (if such ideas wes that il 
made Indian writer^ in English kiok 
nvire ckisdv at their own cultural moor- 
sign, Kiqa Ka^i. whose Kanifapunt ts do 
ngiM'ui Indian htcratiire cuurats al uni* 
velallle^. (SKi* WT^ae: “CurviUN a> H 
mav M.'t'm. IIh' w*nlLT> in regHHial bn* 
guagev kiok outward lor inspiraiion and 
dukigue. the writers m English kink 
inward and lo tradition." Howewr. 
nwH'h ol (his mtrispeciHvi consisted in 
(lie tiM' nl a visual magen'. borrowed 
from ixw Indian language ur the rrther. 
and Indian words and phrases, which 
w(*re alwavs expiakied al length in :i 
gkMsarv nr n (he rexi Nself, 

Mniut^hi’s Children, in contrast, is a 
confident novel; the wuak of a man wlw* 
malu'b ik» upokigies fie the genre. And 
no )ess swi'essful lur H. One writer il 
apiK'ars in have inspired is Amilav 
(ihosh. whn 1 im4i lo wnloig 7 he L'rA'fi' 
(W He-i.siin after Midntaht’s Chddrvn was 
published. I\iblisl»ed by HanuUi Hamil* 
tun 01 Kniam. the novel receiv«d mixed 
reviews m that country: brgely, it 
seems, becau^ the reviewers saw too 
much (if KushdM* in it. However, (he 
book received the acclaim it deserved n 
the USA (VAing were the publishers), 
wiiere the tone of future a*vK'ws was 
sot hv novelist Antony Hurgi-ss* in the 


j a gentle hunvgous satire on the fHilibOi* 

• Ues of West Ci>asi yuppH's. composed ol 
I some fiOO sonnets, created a sensation 
' n AiTk'ncd. Novelist Cotv. Vidal dubbed 

• n "(he gieai C.iUf«»miHii novel", cnik 
' l>.J. Knnghi (hnuglit ii was "a lechnical 
, tnumph unparalk'k’d in Englush"; and tlie 
I reviewer of thi' U'S Ange/es 7>/nes 
I (whHh. nM'kk'TiliilU. carricil a five page* 

bH^^aphK'al lea lure on St*th) gushed. 

' "Such flucncv has no( been heard in 
English sBwe Alexanrler Hope weni 
i aoiund k.‘(tmg heron I'ouplets tumble 
: from his lips." tlMee nwvnr Amencan 
publj>hers bid lor The Oitklcn Gate, and. 

^ finally, Seth harnk'd lAcr the rights lo 
Kancioni House. Tlie puhlishcrs were 
I b(gh dekghted arid sntpnked when (he 
! biHA made Uh* bestseller list, wliere it 

• stayed ior week a renurkabk' thing 
I Ftf a novel nf such literary ox'nl; nil the 
I more so. since il is in wise. 

S im*e (ih(»sb und St'th. there lias 
iHcn A pr<iUi>M») of iH‘w writing in 
English. NnniiiH (rcAhnle achieved fame 
and a litik* mj(orH*(v w ith J*stni. particu* 
I bri)' liivr a HomNiy Iwiied weekly 
r maganne chose to excerpt tiw Hieamicr 
I sei'lHgis of (hi* novel. AKhougJi I'aro, on 
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^ew York Tms Review of Boiifcs. In 
his cfiusiv'e arbde. Burgess referred to 
Ghosh as "a bram" and sue^ied that 
AmerH'an writers "could ledmkaUy 
learn a lot from ten”. Sigmficanily*. the 
review ferecast chat the future of En 
(Ash fretsm bes bi the subcontinent! 

Within months of 77>e CrrcJe oi 
Reew\ hfiting the bookstands, btertry 
circles were marvdfai^ over the work of 
another Indian writer—-a shy student at 
economics at Stafford Uiuversity. Cak 
tenia. Vikram Seth's The Odden Ctte. 





the whole, received an inddferetii and 
dismissive press in India lone publisher 
said that Chaitu and Windus undertook it 
only because n would interest SVeslem 
readers to know that India also f ..s). it 
was reviewed with seriousness, and 
often favourably, abroad, 'llwre w ^ 
some good reviews in India, toa Liter' 
ary critic Mans Couto in the Indnn 
Express feh it was clear that Hvo M*as 
not written merelY for “taughs" or "sales 
value'* and commended Gokhale's “can- 
dour“ and "ability and courage to write 
within wider contexts". 

Published around the sanw time as 
ftroin 19M. was another first novel by 
the well^inown painter fialraj Khanns, 
who haa been bvmg in London for the 
last two decades. The Sation of fods. 
an affectxmate and amusing account of a 
Punjabi family, didn't receive much 
notice m India though. 

The Eighties saw many other firsts, 
too. Bombay-based Pariap Shanna 
wrote the Uay$ of tfh- Turban (Bodley 
Head), the saga oi a yiint family m 
transition. Kohmion Misery's short stor¬ 
ies in Taies /ro/ff Etroasha Baag have 
their moments charm and wit while 
portraying the lives of Parsis m Konbay. 
The Memory d Ekpbanh by Homan 
Uesai made uiteresting uso cif a narra¬ 
tive device ttvii allowed his hero to 
rcLve and explore his faniibal past. 
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Afl /ndtii? Sfrry has attracted a consider¬ 
able amount of bterary attention m India. 
TW novd charts a year in the life of a 
young IAS officer posted to a small town 
m middle India. Bored, the university 
giaduaie from Deffu takes to smoking 
pot. fantasising about women and lung¬ 
ing to be somewhere else. Chatterjee 
uses the slow but engrinssing pace of his 
narrative to weave in a few themes such 
as the pettiness and absurdity of the 
bureaucratk* system und the alienation of 
the urhun Indian. 
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There was also Range Rao's largely 
forgettable Fowf Ptfcher And Nna Sib- 
ai's indifferently-wntten Yatra, which 
has the protagonist (a woman who is 
part-Greek) wandermg around India in 
search of her Sikh paientage. The 
woman's skin turns darker and darker as 
the novel progresses^an obvious and 
unsophisticated metaphor for her Indi- 
anisation. 

'Two novels, both brxight out by 
Ertgttsh publishers earber this year, de¬ 
serve special menlkm. the first. Alan 1. 


Sealy's Trotttr Naum, hasn’t received 
the recognition it deserves n ttus coun¬ 
try. An ei^iansive saga of an Anglo- 
Indian family (the Trotters) spanneig f 
about 200 years, this uninhHMtH rum- j 
bustious yam. crammed with eccemrK | 
people and biaarre events, is dehghtful > 
fur its sustained creative energy. The * 
author punauates the narraiive wiUi 
digressiofts lo throw in a few eiudite 
oteervations. touches of humour and 
chaimng bits d nonsense. In contratt 
l^painanyu Chatterjee’s fngfrsh 
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The book attracted a mixed bag of 
reviews in England. But those critical of 
It focused mainly on Chatterjee'** irreve¬ 
rent prose, which is crammed with four 
letter words. (Lucy KUman in The 
Ouardan wrote: "Tm sure I'm as in- 
teresied in male genitalia as the next 
man. but 50 b... $ )okes per book is about 
my Mt.") In India, some fell thai the 
book was too autobiognphical. too much 
a novel of experience (Chattenee is an 
IAS officer who studied at Delhi Uni* 
versity). But this is in keeping with 








Chalteo^eS n«<'eptiiHi noveK 

"All fictHKi i» autdhiocraphu .kl Ns alioul 
whal you have luard, vi »», Nit. expen- 
erk’td or iirwfjuH'tl,” lu* sav>. 

Al So. atKJ haviiiK lnH i) a ixiw hsi lur ; 
: about 20 yiMfs. Amfj [)<*siii ianmif lie 

I counted anKinK thr • rop oi wnU*Ts- 
j Hut her rcjMilalMxi a wnltr 

! Ka)k sofiH* lime to iiMke IVaai li^ishirn 
ul her nvisl itenihe m Ihis tleewje. Two 
of her novi'ls, t'ftvfr cflltyanl /rj 
' L usUk/}'. wen' >hurtbsiidNrf lh<' Kf«A 
• er lYiie ;i N’W yi-iirs ayo. A/hI ht'f feiltM, 
whirh rtwny btiM'vi* is Ikt l*esi. Kiuni- 
i tf.irtm'f's ifo/n/;fie, is likelv lo be a 
I Niroiik* i( 4 }iender (or imm year's award. 

ChariK'U'rised hy SidNisinMuajs n*»* 

I traiiu aiui unikTsiHU'd noplustication. 

. I lesai's im ia ulouitlv vralied ixm ls have 
I ii crysiiiUmc* stniciure, Tb ability lo 
; exptorc* iIH' psvi'he of her clwruciers 
. with rnual sensiitviiy » her urwtesl 

: IISM’I 

'('he burst in liieraev M’tivily i» ekariy 
nol alxiul lo subside. Other first iMivels 
are in the olfin^!. Oeuevit*hasrd Oruied 
NaltoiiH olfKer hkI pofiiKal columnisi. 
Stnshi 't'ltiii u't. Is :ilHHit io It.is’c his finu 
published IA Viking. itnoMKleslIv named 
I 'J 7 k' <rri‘(/t Mt/n Noe»d. Shohlvi IK'-, ihi' 

; In^h |)nesiess ot uossq) ;uk 1 innuciukt. ts 
wrl lo have he rs puNislied bv Tenjoim 
. Nulvi. f iiU Mehtii (w 1 k> creal<-H a duller 
; with Kam» O//3, a hcM}k on hippH-s and 
. ihi'ir bumblinK flinaixMi wnh Hindu spii * 

' iiiutlisni;, has finisk-d wntinq ifirttar. a 
> novel that Ikis iH-en in Ik- inakinii lor 
' We n while now. Aii-epied hy Sim)»n 
»iid Schu'ier. INI'* biKA mi Induiti ma^-ir* 

, aiabs. IS due lo k- bumhed next year 
; <[ias^ Media's Ibkram irrewal says that 
I II IS A btxik "1(1 liHik mil lor", "a 
I sjH?ciJU'ular “Umni novel", "tk' SlH>lay of 
Indian ImmJcs", 1 And Kavi Ikyal. Ihe 
former editor ul Oxford Oniversity 
' Hii-ss wlxi now runs his own puhfashmff 
Ituiise. has won the nghU lo publish 
J,‘)yanl Nartikar’s sdeme fution novel 
called JTie Weff/ni ctf Vanan. "f am 
exriled that India s bcbl asiro-physscisl 
is Ktuns ti» be publisk-d bv me." he says. 

'ITyen, there are thosi- first novelists 
I who. eiK’uuraffed hy sui cess. are work¬ 
ing towards tk-ir second. Vikram Seth's 
! m-xt novel will be set in India and written 
in prose. Seth, who currently hves in 
Delhi and is in “the throes of writing", is 
keeping details of the wurk under wr^ps 
and refuses 10 speak about it to the 
press. NamitA f fOkhak- is working on a 
novel set in the Kumaon Hills called A 
Htniaky/in Love Story, which she says 
"is not a h>ve sKiry at all”. Doth Kushdie 
nnd Ghosh, of ciHirse, have been Already 
publiskd M second time. Ghosh’s 77 ie 
Shadow Lme^in nuny ways a better 
and more self*contained novel than The 
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Qrvfe oi —was released this 
year. And Kushdie has had Shame and 
the controversial 77ie Verses 

smee Midnight's Children. 

I t is ddhcult (0 rdentrfy a literary quality 
that the new bunch of writers share. 
They are varied in style, content and 
purpose Hut wliat, perhaps, disling* 
mshes them from the earlier Indo* 
.Anglian authors is their confident and 

imself^xinscioirs approach tu the nov^. 

Says Rav! Dayal: ‘The newer lot are 
much more assured." Hut have the new 
writers also improved the quality of 
Angk>* Indian hction? There are some 
who bebeve that any surge which in¬ 
cludes names bke Kushdie, Ghosh. Sea* 
ly, Seth and Chitterice speaks for itself 
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quiilitalively. 'I'hal. aft^r all» Indo* 
Anglian fictKm in the past has thrown kip 
<injy very few n.«me!( in the many 
decadetif it« existence, "tf you take 
away the novels written by K.K. 
Naj?yaii. V.S. Naipatil aitd O.V. Deuni 
fwhose uftly novel- AU-^ihouf H. Hat¬ 
ter ts a neglected cbs&ic). you are leh 
with almost nothing of substantia) 
merit ” says a publisher. 

Some, like poet Nisson Ezekiel, take 
a nvire mode^te view; “Indn-Angluin 
Iktiim IS better than it was befurc. Att ni 
it may not he good literature, hut Td 
prefer to liave It than twne at aO.' Writer 
t)om Moraes takes an extreme view; "I 
don’t think anytliing has hap* 

pened. 'lltere have beer no real depar- 
turea ' (JncidenUlly. Moraet describes 

WHMV 


TheOnkof 
ft w atw M iwdftt 
KcWm it dcHmd in the 
I wtwrethetomehibnmim 
i wa$Mtbynov«iiiAiifeoiiy 
BurgtH'in Am Mw rv* Aw 
8Milr i?minr. Byrpw refund 
toGheiliM'^bran’aid 
Miswtid that America witan 
"cwddtedeii cA yleiniilet 
from Mm” 


Seth’s 7he Gokien Gate as a "sen- 
tenenu) Mills and Boon story ".) Cakiui* 
u pubbsher P. Lai. who founded Wnters 
Workshop, believes that it is a niLszvxner 
to refer tu the new writing ns Indo 
Anglian. "People like Sabnan Ku^ltdic 
may have a certain technique, bul novel¬ 
ists like him have nothing to do with tk* 
Indian literary tradition. Hiik is not 
Indian writing in English." 

Whatever the truth, there is no duubt 
that the new writers have become 
('onuneirial succenses. All IndO'AjigJian 
writers have looked to pubbxhers abroad 
(pubfashing in India Iwirig much less 
rewardng in terms of nvmey and recog* 
nKumi. In the past, foreign publishing 
houses have been readily available only 
to ttvne wnters like R.K, Narsyan, 
Anta Desai. Kaja Ka<i and Mulk Kaj 
Anand. However, the new writers have 
found them without difliculty and. what's 
more, have received imprcsMive sums as 
advances. 

Ghosh received a k 3.iKin odvaiKe 
from Hamish llamifrou for VTk* t'irch 0 / 
Weiaon and then many times ihis 
amount aftei translation nghtx were sold 
to pubbshers tn a number of Europeun 
counthirs. NamiU Gokhak* received i 
5.0U0 from Chat to and Wmdiis for i'an> 
and Partap Shamia got a similar sum Inr 
Days of the 7W£urn. CornnwrcuUly, of 
course, \herv has betm m> greater 
success than Kushche; his The Satank' 
Verses was (logged tor a staggering i! 
dSU.OOfl—the largest advaiK'e ever fiakf 
t<i a kterary novelisi in England. ('Ihc ^ 
novel IS still on The .Sundiy Tiines ( 
bestseller bst—il was ranked number 
five Ust week. I 

Clearly, they are selling well aiirond— 
an important market <or any Indo- 
Anglian writer. Once again. Kushdie 
heads the pack For instance. Viking 
printed 40.1X10 topes of The Satank 
Verges in hardcover and, like Afidni^r V 
Chk/ren. it appears hea^d for a repnnt. 
Seih IS the other major crKiuncrcial 
success. The initial print run of The 
Goiden Gate was 20.000 and. since 
then, the verse'AOvel has sold many 
more c^ms. In Britain alone, X sold 
£.000 copies in hardcover and 18.000 in 
paperback. Relatively, the other writers 
have not sold as well, (ihosh’s TTie 
Circle of Reason sold about 4.(.HXi copies 
of the Hamish Hamihon hardcover. Up- 
amanyu Chatterjee s recent Enghsh Au¬ 
gust has sold about 2.000 so far; and 
Partap Shanna says that the entire print 
run of the first ^tion of Days of the 
Turban sold out in just five months, 
whidi he thinks "is amazing for a hard' 
cuver". Says Anne EUetson. press and 
pubbeity ^er uf Faber and Faber: 
"Even 2 .000 copies is a good figure for a 
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firsi nov(*l bv 
h.ii'llwk.*' 


nn unknown author m 


G ivi^n lhi)l Ihi* uHmey anci a ipx)d 
oi iIm* nutki'i Uir Indian vmiirs 
aixofld. ii n no surpna^ that 
lixlian |>ut)lishurh have taik'd to dtscuver 
nrw xuiiuir> Moot arc coAfcnt to buy 
tiH’ I l<M 4r\ Indian edition, artd (ben 
print il. usuallv. m a i heap and afford* 
ablr IV only puhh^hmer 

tuni^e M hkh wjh set up with tk’ oxpreaa 
nurtxist' oj diMovvnnK new siahm b 
I'entjuin Indu. A c<KTipdny Uiat docs 
havi« ;i itrt'dt ediH’ over others bev ause 
<ii Its ti** Nps m Ihc mat ketmji En^dtsb 
rHtiim jbi'>dd**m Enidand, U^A. Cana* 
da iiiul Australia. Mr»reov«r. Penizum 
India also hii5 the facility to tap forei^m 
pro|(*SMc^r»l expenise. Yei. ir has (aM 
to iiiieailh any httxid Kflidish fkiHin at all. 


HmiU(Ukhd% 
achieved fm 
and soma notoriety wtth ftni» 
especiaiy after a Bofflbay<te^ 
weakly excerpted the steamier 
sections of the novel. AWioi^ 
AfOr on the whole, racaivad a 
dliinissfve prase h Mia, it was 
rtviawad sariounass, »d 
often favourably, abroad 


The pubhshsig houK* bid for l*anap 
Sliarma $ Days oT the Turtm. but (he 
author says (hat he turned down the 
fitter because 'It would have had limited 
disiributiun" and doubts abtsit "pnntuut 
<iudny“. YV company has be^ sue* 
lesslul m wuiiuns the nidits Utr Shnbha 
Ud's forthcoouna novel ihouifft. which 
associate editf^ l^vid Uavidar describes 
as the "Indian Ijkt''. (ijvidar says ut 
explanation o( K^njtum's Uck <j( success; 
"We’ve been around for only a year and 
visH be pubbshing mure people in the 
next year or two." 

As m the West, the Indian pubbshuiM 
trade has been responsive to the new 
authors. Most -M them have been able to 


ael the Indian rtjthts of thdr novels. To 
an exreni. it was Mkfrzi^'s CVutiren 
that was reaponsible for this trend; 
cc^s of ^ted editions ffooded the 
paverrtenls beftve the paperback edition 
reached India The puMshers jtot wise 
after this and became more attentive to 
the possibilities of acquiring the rights of 
IndO'Angban fietjon published abroad, 
lliey also tried to ensure that the Indian 
edition ruached the stand on or around 
the time of the foruign edition. For 
example. Rushdie's second novel 
(Shane) was simultaneously published | 
by Riip .1 and Co. and Jonathan Cupe. 

'Hie nc'w authors ha\'c done mod¬ 
erately Web in India. Hob Kooks printed 
S.tXKi copw;: oi ?7ie Crrc'fe of keason. 
most of which, airording ii> ediior Manju 
Uubey. have been .fukl out. alsu ran 
co^s of Nina SibaJ’s V.vrra. '/he 
GoMen (Jatf was distributed bt Oxford 
Ciorversily lYess at a special diMOunted 
prxe Slid was a hu>tc success. Iiavmg 
8oM 14.(WO copies already. And Kavi j 
Dayal broke new ground by printing ^ 
Ghosh's second novel. The Shadow i 
fines; in hardcover recently. Rukun [ 
Advani. an editor at 0|)|^ believes that i 
the probferation <»f Indian ediLims is i 
related to a change in the ec^munucs of 
publishing: "Todav. production costs are 
nut as cl^ly rebt^ to the size of the 
pnnt run as tliey were in the past. ll is 
possible for an Indian publisher now to 
print a few hundred copies of a novel and 
still make a profit.'' 

With both money and recognitiun 
coming from abroad, the new writers 
have become social celebrities at home. 
Namita Gukhale has been the subject of 
umumerable magazine and newspaper 
mterviews. Salman Rushdie was named 
'Man of the Year' by a BomOay*baaed 
glossy. Recently, anuther glossy ran an 
interview with Upamanyu Chatteoee^ 
the attention clearly on the man and not 
his ivork— the pages dominated by at ^ 
least half a dozen Ivge photographs of 
Chaiteriee in vaiious poses and moods. 
And when Society magazine mlerviewed 
Amtav Ghosh after the success of 77k 
Cirde of keason, he was asked ques¬ 
tions such as: "What do you think of 
marriage?’' and '*Did you liave any 
exciting expervnres with pen friends?". 

But celebriiy status is a (possibly 
dubious) spui'Ctf from what is. in the 
main, a remarkable literary surge. With 
ri. Indian writing in English has found 
new character, greater depth and wider 
accepUnce. The Empire has more than 
just written back. It has colonsed a part 
of the blerary world. 
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FOCUS 


Shufflii^ the pack 

Despite the frequent changes, the AlCX'(l) general secretaries 

remain little more than yesmten 


T lif n*rirc •>< thf 

1$ )i<* iDnjjrr iIh' AlC* 
C(h heTiers in Ibe 
la^Mlal. hul (he* 1‘nim* Mims* 
leiV n/fiM' Wjlh htih Aifk 
Hi jiishK' ()k*M allriMiMik' oflHe. IN* siv 
tienriai Aerrelarivs (nil ih a hrrl iinjc.ir 
aiuT hn* only a lesv limns. simiu^Iiiih's 
<*\ en .1 h*w tniniJlos j rlay All ihuistiins 
viiiaiiale Ihmii Uh* IVihh' Minister’s 
iiffur ui Ills resKk'iuv lvvt*ii thi* Vmi* 
kivss NVorkinu I miiniilirv iiKTiiiit^s an 
Mil a 1 Uh’ Pnnu* Mmisurs Imhis^ 
lalhei than ifx* |wri\ lieadciiKinm. 

<l]|]v iwn »(UICmI HeiT«>IRIK’S 

Hliver .K<v6S rn Kajn iihutuni N;iIm 
A/aJ who, dcs|iile r»t« aktl /airs las. 
OMlllinit's as Ilk* ollk ial s|>i)kesni:iri Uit 
Ilk Coii«rt's/s<||. ,iml (>s ar hVnwnrh's 
W'Ikj Is known tn Im* vnrv cUiM- lo ilv* 
I'nine MmiisIi 'i ami his laniilv 
Ka)iv uamtlii as the lurty iirrHidviit 
has liuiiw'd IK jiimieTalscvrehiiks siikv 
assuinmK office, niovin}^ around parry 
luiu Ininnrirs iiu nrchnc In his wiimi ’IK* 
reasons, il any. are km^wn imly lo him 
and lii*< v'rcHip nf a<lvT'H*r.s al rhai ImH* 
11 h* resull has lK*eii preciHlahfc' Ilk 
Ivw ’si'k'cU'd' U'h'ita ris were laH Ml 

well ovi'i ii 4i*<'ado nipir lo ’k*air llw 
pailv are cvry (arelul uh'Hit wliai diry 
tiay, le$( rliev nhend Ti>mu*mK* in Ihe 
ccirndois o| p«#w«fr, T\*: ^ivneral seen* 
lanes haw fiHind safety in silence. Il is 
father palhetu lhal when a repnricr on 
(he bear asks seasoned CmikTCSs lead* 
ers for comments or any poliiral eveni. 
they simply mumble "I do ivii know” ur 
"'Iliis IS Ills* firsl I am ^ednn^l of ii ”, 
unwilling lo crrnimii themselves for fear 
of incurring the higli cornmand’s wralh. 

't'he practice of appointmK malleable 
persons as Kencral secret anes beiptii m 
1982 when Indira (iandhi rennived 
Vasonidada Paul. Saty.inarayan Keddy 
and (Khcr such leaders as ^*neral set re* 
larges and repbiced them with those 
who. in her opyuon. were mt^re pluni. 
And from then on. each ^oup of Kcneral 
secretaries has txNm more reticent and 
‘lc»yai’ than the Iasi and pos&tUy. less 
ixiwerful. 

At the lime id the IHH4 elcclNm*. 
Kajiv Oindlii had seven K^^neral secre- 
uhes. Three nf tliem. Arun Nehni. 
Abdul Ghafrsir stkI ClwndnbI Chandra* 


.T4. 


kar. wt*T<* M)hM'qiH*nl|> umIihuhI into 

iN* CouiW '8 MeiM<*i*> ini ;<| IkHrrii 
N r. |<»M 

Si*Ncn djY> alitT iIwm* ihtn* wv'fi* 
iirIiuIviI mlii liu* I ’liaun ul■a^l|v K^iiiv 
I li.itHllM aiipoinud ANiit <<Kini Kluii 
' C lH^wdhiirv. Srik.irii S’t rtiui nod Ikdhir 
I Sinuh 111 ihi'ir jikuc. lakme iIh* loial 
mniilier ol pi*iii*ra) s«^^i* 1 arM*s to 
’I hi*y lumiuawd oh sip wnh clx* c(ai<l<un 

lA*tor <i K MdofMiiaf. wlio lu^ ixrw 

Util S4*nt Iwk lii r.Hiiil N.kIk .is (N* 

< K'Cil) i1iii‘l. .4tU*T ik*aflv cijdil years al 
i rile Ci'flire AS >h*rH*ral sisrHarv. Intv 

j»l-1 w r ■ ^ ■ 


rcsiinplv. while Ml Iii'llii, Moots mat 
si.iwd ni a >ni;ilt |ikiiv .il VSVstvin 
Coun. luivinp (,'ivvii up Iks .ilioitril 
hiinp<tliiw M Akhar Ki»ad for ilk* 
AlCClh N idquarter**. A,K Anuaiv anrf 
Kah'iHlr.i Kunvin Kijpai wc o* tin* oilK*r 
two Ki'oenl si*cr<*tnnvs wIk» wi*^* !<*• 
tairH*d ;ii iK* Irtm*. A fvw rnonlhs laler. 
iiHirv spvt*ih<*ullv <Mi ;^i MkicIi. l!Wr», 
K.L. lUvitMi Wris iiulixivil as the iK’IK*mI 
sisretarv. inkiiiu iK tmal rninlx i lo 
In Svpl(*ii>ln>r thi* tvinu* yeat. 
CiNmi Kltni Clmwiliiurv, .Srikani Venui. 
kuji’iidra hunuri ami I Inlhir Sin^i 
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were dropped. 

'I*hi*y were repla ed by J it end r a Pra* 
sad. Mar^tham Chaiidr.islH*khni, Tarun 
(rugui w(H)had to ho acccHiuiimiJticd for 
Ns work in Ass^m and two fornK-r 
parliaim*niafy sc*c reianvs. Alirucd Pa lei 
and Osvui Kemandes. All of them .ire 
out of favour today, except ('*r (Jscar 
Pcmandcs. who after serving in his 
home Slate, KamaUika, as the PClU) 
pTC'^Rt lor a while, is back rutain dl the* 
AlCCfh on a surer tlian K Utre. 
However, this new CTmip fasted for juxt 
about three monihs belorc* Kajiv (iaiidhi 
dendvd that aniKhcr rvshnfDc' was ri * 
qurod at the AlCCfli. And this iiim*, lie 
brouRht m Htyiicwat Jha Axikl who liN 
then had been i fairly vocal dissenter, 









f 


pl3i'H Chatunodi Kan). Then, on ) 
Scpirmber, V.N. wa« iirouj^hl in. 
resulliiiK in Ibi* pri*sc*nl AICC(t} sel*up. 


Kiiwal Ki<>hoiv Sh.iinu Na}iii;j llr|»(Hl 
hih. r. Annnali amt Kao Ukm, 

T hi^ uriv. ih I ,11 1. l^» lirsl iv»iiulAc of 
wfih Ir Miia Ik ' tUKft*. 11 W.ks 
ilik«MUln lhal ilir Ml V' > i UiHilr) ki'^l .AikI 
(jiinilfN Ikriil Ik) III*! .ithI Uvl 
I omft h rm .ik llki \i( i <|)mhi''<.i|MiRt 

I ai llir |k.Mh I'tk i< iM «<n I J<mkiiiiN. 

I 1‘Mtk u> ili.'ki iIk ih*m Irani 

woujki II'Mf.kliM iIh |lHll^ li «;)> ai 1hiN 
IjMH' (Im) A)f>in ''inuli '^a' iMi'iiuhl m 
' ihc um fHi 'k'laiii, aivksi rr*>»iU'(lli\ IIk* 

I I’riii)! Mini'll I .dmI f«ii wlui'h thiTr IS (Ht 
|iliklO>»Jl III tll«' (KlflV I'otlsIltUll'kn. 

I I'oi I .liori uhilr, it mviihiI IIuI 

' than woiiMlti'.) I liaiiKi* in iIk' A K LI Ik's 

' I.ami iiri< s(\!i ui him Ihkiiii^ lUil 

' ^l'r^ s<HkM, ii fxu .MiH'(klivious ilui Annn 
i Ninth I ikniiolliik)' ihr i .mhI iIm.' 

; nllki'i UkMii'ial M'lirtiirH*' IiimI ^xril 
i inmhrri M llu 'IiIi'Iiih's 
! Kani Ihwm a.i* iIk* }ii<l lo »:<i Immii 

I iliis ||r^^ <KiMinK' innnp n< ^c^nKral 
j Hi rrl.nil's lh rrsi^nuM Khhin l<Hir 
I iiKMiths «il hiN a|)|)oiritnirhl to protest 
. iipaiiisl I hr ^iMhh> fuMtiiH nl ciH'linl 
out To I hr IlniiHiis, rs^votillv in i.ih' ot 
; r)niniik;ilu»)is to tlir Ka|v«i 
I I hr rr>il vui vimhI Ii h a vrar. hnl Hrrr 
Mitii.ilh imu'livi ami laiurik'SK, AmilK* 
AK I'lil slunk haik to Us clriit'iiH sl.ilr 
I Tlir Skill mu 1 III IHHV Imiuphl Ilk* JkihiTs 
I siamlal aiul il was ar<HiiMj lliis tviK' tint 
I iihulam Sahi .Axail vainr into Ilk' liilK** 

! liMht. (MiMr.ivin^ liiiikM'll as a ’liiK* ihkI 
Inval s( IS Jill* III Kir Piiiiir Minisiri. Ihi 
a Srplrtiilki .liwr, AAiilrrHicmtl as Ilk' 

. IhiMsnmnisiri kil riYiUnpHu s. «a9Diu.ill 
i tnir Liriis!)« ssiiH'ii hi irsik^i Irmn ihr 
I >:oYrinim*m ami inin tlk |Mit> oiktaiuso 
! lion lo I link iIh* "ptoi^kUiiHb iiiikU' 
j Uirn lK'd he ihr u.u'luat.nv. Irskbl ami 
I I'onuiunial loiss's iliiou^houl thr 

; MHintis". 

riinr \Nrir iHk lakris lor A/a(IVr;d. 
Ivaiiv (f.iiiilhi sv.imihI till two (la\s and 
. iIk'm (lr«ulnl to iiuk<* Ills ilMor thi T 
j Sr|ilrnilk'i, Kaiiv iriiiovnl NaiiiLi lU'p 
I Tiilbh (wlikk ius ikiK'r rivm(>rt*ti k«l 


; Modiwumideofitodonl 

'! rilDrm,kitne(aiinfli 

conent* pnpoHl hM bMn 
Mnowead tl Me. Evm non 
irMRyrfeonioIdkgpirty 
dectioH, M ipirt fram > 
•ttMpIto wnl nMbtn, tfw 
•ntin ptan «w iMomd iftor 
KMkiviliTri|MWfA«dtlM 
iuM bofut n«fnb«nhipi 


irTtkind and kninH* hckk as di*|nilv rluir* 
niint id Kh* Kiiiya Sahhai. K.L hhatui. 
.Nawal Kisikire Slianiw and HkiL'Vk'at Jlw 
.A/<id. ( »hubi» .Sain A^4id. Nart'ski Cliaiv 
lirakIviturvrtli. K.N. Smpli. tliuai Kf* 
lundrs and K.mi Kalian Kiun utte Ok' 
' ik*wviHik*rs. The m*w jAiHTal Mvretur* 
H's Intalk'd 91% wUli Oh* rrlrillkSt H 
Mnojumar 

Mnik|Mmir was rrnMisnl m Krhiuiiv 
alici IviMiik! rri)KHn)*<l in ilk* |kisi 
for fk'arlv ri>»hi years—a rin-nrri turn* 
iikhklnii* Ihr tmk* Ik* ot i.upH'd iIh* pt)sj 
iHHi uihJi i Mr> Garallk Omiuriedi lol 
lowed soiin alUT, as tin* k';Klcrship 
rii''(0\'s‘rtHi hm ’nchhsl' kMiim^s K^iiii 
Kalian Kani wetil akmi! with Iwn 
A her Mo»(Kiivii’sovi(. K V, hinM'kri 
. was ni.Mk> Ilk* kS’hrjal sotrrl.uv, Itui Im* 

\ <lk’d in oll»*> And mi 0 May. IMXK. 

I Nksin Kaiil ami JaKVwutli I'alwdid re- 



T hr RriHTil sisTrtHrv m rhari{r kiflk* 
«uiuihrni states, ini^iidinf: .'^l)di 1 ^^l 
I l*i;Klesli. Taniil Nadii. Kainataka and 
I Ki rala. JaytHiinatli I'.thadia. is ptesenih' 
j iiiIIm* rmlrilStatcsfor tiratim'iil Hr is 
ilk* mh'IiihI i'riirral s<'(*u*tar> in I In* 
prrsrnt Mi'h (tIk fiisl brinx K.N. 
Sinxh) to fill lo thr I’SA l<ii nk*dH*al 
if«*atim*nl. Hk .ihsi*ni r is si'iireely Irll. 
In kid. I’ahadia hits mit made much ufrii 
mifiiiti sim r hr ..ssuiiihI olfu r in May 

Afirt hts niHkiiniimiil as xi*)U*rtil 
s<*<*rrt.*!r>' and lh*lori* In* w*»'n) aliitiad, 
l^lkwlik wdsonh m ll)r otfii •MK*kasion,il- 
ly. I'nwillmp lo i iimmi liuiisc'h on any 
i:(sck*. his nrisw*ri lo all qu<*sli<»itjc was a 
J suivbrd: 'This m On* hist I .ir i hrannx 
I ol II (utfii vmi “ ir a <Jok*xri] . ..ie*s|>on 
I {k*rit pirHStti mi ami askrJ wkil lu' w.is 
I u^tiiu lodn aboiil, >«iy. .i pioposahn klly 
j will) J.ivaUMha in Tamil Nadu, I'ahadia 
lull a sec*nnd vtiu k ;<risw*m: ' I'lu' tirotdc' 

' warn Us to serve Ohmii .iml wr will do 
1 tlks U> thc' U'sl III oat ahiliiy. ' 

11k'n ilk'it* IS SIk'ila Kutil. a rclativr 
hriHixlU in hv Kajiv (rdiKlhi ii> offsrt A) un 
^ Nrhni and t<i provr tivii Or' 'laniilv', or 
' M k'asl pad nl it, ib still nn lim side* hi 
c*lui)k* (iuhiral. Malwirashira, (ina, 
Itatiian and I Mu, Shrila Kaid divs not 
. alU'ikl «>l(hr, <11 il sik dnrs.it is diinnp 
IkUMs whc*n sIk* kiKiVks llUl thr mm- 
: pmmd will In' irrr (k| rrpui ti'rs. 

K N. Sinxh IS thr xenrral srcrrlarN 
; cTmlitod with iiKiir hraiiis tkii; most tk| 

, tlk* <ilh«’rs I'hnl. hnwrvrr, is a nuiMrr 
' Ilf olimkin. In rharur ol Harvaiia, 

; Hinurhal Kradrsh, jHinmu and Kashmir. 

' ChandiKAih and U lhi. Suiidi 

I was orkt*. years axo. assnciatixi with (lie 
VfHnnHiiksi padv. Jt is a past that hr 
bIw'S In vhnx mUo lo estaUhsh hunsrtf as 
a k‘fi-<)l-crnire Cuittfres.sman. Hr has a 
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Uxfit photograph of Marx in his drawing* 
rottn. And a for those who ring him up. 
the PA ensures that they <Uy not mi*s the 
c'oniiertu^n bv mfomiing them (bat Smjdi 
Sahah has gom* to the Russian fimbassy. 
After al], these '{earwigs’ are parity 
rcfponsihle for him having beaten other 
contentJers to the |)osi of general 
secretary 

In fait, there are (wo ren.stms why 
Singh got the joh. OrK*. that he is a 
'leftist' whose presence m the AU'C(i) 
will mean iliai the leadership can point 
out that It has pk)I deserted tlw left-o(- 
cvntre path altogether. As a matlec <4 
tact, when Kajiv (randhi was under 
attack, he levivcd the old SKiabsi 
Krii’iini ot which K N. Smgh was a 
prtMiiiiient figure, m ihi* hope that it 
would >ilence iho^ who were accusing 
him of swer\'ing i< awards Uh* ngiit. 
Svi*K)dJy, K.N. Singh is from SuJum 
ptir- a kev constituent) ni Ul*. It was 
hoped I hat Singh w'rniU he abk* to lead 
the attack on V,l\ Singh—Sultanpur 
being fairly cUm' to Alialubad and both 
heloiiging lo tiH' saiiie caste. 

liul sio'disni for K.N Singh is a 
dootnnv to be toj|4»wed onfy as kmg as 
the I’rime Ministei aptiroves. P*or vxani 
pk'. Singh iiad initiuliy taken a strong 
stand against the entry of inuliuutsmal 
giuni PepsiCo into India. Hut om e tlK 
J^iie Minister approvtd of iliv con* 
tract. K N. Singh find no hcsitarKXi in 
kfudly applauding the decision at a nwet* 
ing ncdr Hhatinda ir Si*pieniher. where 
Kajtv (ianOhi ftnrnHtncc^d that PcpsuM 
had been given pcmiission to set up Ks 
unit in this cuuntrv. 

When Kamlaptiti 'j'ripathi wr<ge a 
letter to (he l*rtfne Mi nster suggesting 
that he seek an aUuiKc with the Left. 
K.N. Singh wekonicd thi« suggestion. 
But he lapsed tnto silence after Ka;iv 
Gandhi rejected 1'npathi’s prooosal out* 
ris^l For Smgh. tl»e Pnme Mirosler's 
will is his command. 

Among the sn present general secre- 

AlCC eentanary MaMon: a 
‘Ym. Prime WlnMir* 
evoanlMlIon? 


The AICCd) set-up 


The athceoof* of stmes oMd pony /iincrfortr em<vrg $en<rut ntcretan vi 



Oscar FtmwMltt 
Ona«i. Wen BwiMl. 
AnSvnan end Ncpur. 
AsMm. Meghaleya. 
Man^Mir, MtfDfam. 
Arunechil ^tdeph. 
tnpura. Nepeiaed and 
ScMim u wsK U bonM 

orgeniaMoiH. e«is end 

in«a 


KM. Singh 
Haryana. Himiehai 
^a<M>. Jammu and 
Ktahimr, Pur^, 
Chandloam ana Delhi 
aa wall aa iha wortanp 
commMaa and the 
paH«mani4ry board 


Jagannath 

Pahadia 

Andhra Pradeah. 
Karnataka, Karala, 
Tamil Nadu. 
Lakahwadaap arxf 
Pondictwry as weJi aa 
planary aaaaions' 




m 


QhulamHabi 

Aaad 

UnarPradaah. 

. fta;asm»i. 
adnunMiaddn. prvta 
puMcSyand 
pupheaDona 


ShtIliKaul 

Oularat Maharashtra, 
Qoa. Daman and Otu as 
waif aa AlCC maadnos' 


V.N. Qadgll 
PohOaa and 
programmaa oi iha 
party 
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V.N. (rJKlkC^ jN thf uMisi rt'ccnl 
SiHiK’ltnk' hA<k. Jm* v as drop 
pi’J from tiK' liiwii nllTH^uy. urN'rrt'- 
nKiniiHisK' and witlKiiit i \|iLin.!tHifis LK* 
Lit* wiiK hi*iird of loin uiiiil h** 
rcsurri’t'U'd its Ikm(I oI s<Kvth'>( htrxmi 
hx' forum, dltri .1 '•»Liplc‘ 'd 
ima'liRKs iuul iiL». ovvcr rc'^Uy 

Kcu oil ilu' ^THind. 

(tiidxil <1 ^oitlriiian. soft spoken 
iitxl |KihU', itt’iu nil s(*crclan. lie is in 
rhurift of UMmubnjiK tiu* parly's pohcies 
ami pio}i;iaiiink'S 

T I lilt ii'iivfS flip two powerfgl' gener« 
hI -ptieUriusi Oscar Kernandei 
who has dirvul access tu (he Prime 
Minister and hn family and Ohulam Nabi 
A^ad M’lio IS close to Kdjn OandHi alone. 
fK*ar Femamlcs wields consklerable 
ctmit «irtd, if reports are to be believed, 
hi* I" ainom^sf Th<»S4* respftnsible for fbe 


of Madhya l^radesh. Auds ttrj^sa* 
lional career bej^ when he resinned 
from the Kovemmmt and called <ei 
others to ftiflnw suit. Actually Rajiv 
C^ndhi wanted to use the occasion to 
liet rid of Kamfapsti Tripalhi who wa^ 
trovain liJ be something of w embar* 
rassment and others Bie Bhajfwat Jha 
Aaad. Of coune. as it ttimed out when 
there were no other vohmieers besides 
Asad, subtlety had to be discanled foe 
6rect action. 

Aaad made a mistake m his handling oi 
the Allahabad byelection. He was sure 
(hat the Congress(l) candidate would 
win. Fernandes' hiend. Santosh M<^ 
Dev. who went to Aflahabad as a last- 
minuie observer, realised that the mlmg 
party's chances of vlctoiv were alinw and 
lost bttir lime in telephoning the Prime 
Minister and mforming hen of (he ‘'true 
position". When the results were 


In ditifi ol iMriiMai, 
GhiiimNiMAiidlMi«iie( 
mmiid to MpnlM im laljr 
praptrijr. PCOI) ptMtoato kift 
bwnvpntotoiMIlM 
•ucuNm liM iM mi htM 
tonmdto in fnrtoitotoi. 
heto^ BNr, Mhn PnMi, 
MilMniMn,6i^,IWiMWa, 
Janmi nd KinlMlriiid WmI 


imtu^siium <if IVesideni ^ Rule in Miaor- 
Am. On |}U|AT. he it in dLirge of (he 
noi(h*v:i»tvni smies, including West 
ind OihSH. bill hi» junsdicriun 
t'xicwls heyotui ihir^. 

I'crntUKJcs iiifhiprxc:* events in Ns 
huiile state, KiiniHUku. ys well. 
.^J though Janiirdluin was the 

IVCill president Uh niiK' months he had 
nol b(H*fi ahU' tn (nmi the state esecu- 
ii\e toiinplv boi'aii«' Os^nr Keinandes 
did not wunt him in eiMilinue He got 
Modiv ;ind KiingarajipM appointed as 
spev iyl im itoc's tu the working eonmul- 
fix*. tniK’h ;igniif^t P««oari'*s wishes. 
Poopry niei kajiv liandhi ilirn'e on Itws 
issue, hut w.is iiiiHhjp i(> get Ns own 
way. lie resigned and lias lieen repliKcd 
by W'vrendni l*u!d iis th<* diaiv parly 
chiel. 

(ilnilHin Nnhi Azud, after a great 
iH'ginnini:. Nis lost s<inie ground liui he 
IS siih iKiuerlu) He looks after L'tiar 
PnuU'sh. kajastNin. administration and 
^tMiniy. wIlk'll makes Nm the party 
s'NjKi'Hirun. He holds tidditional charge 



armouAced. Dev was proved right and 
Azad's calculations drasticaBy wmng 

After the debsde. he went to the 
I'nted Slates (o let the heat cbc dovm. 
The story has it that Kajtv Gandhi 
wanted to send him to Jammu and 
Kashmir—either a^ the di^tv dsef 
mmiBler in case the Cungrvsk continued 
Its albance wnh the Nalkmal Confer¬ 
ence. or as the cNef in case the 
aOiance bnike down. Kut Azad pleaded 
with the lYvne Mnster nk tn do 
anything (hat could be interpreted as a 
'defeat' fur Nn in political ardes. He 
persuaded Rajiv (iandhi to keep him at 
ifk* Centre lor some more tvne. Having 
got artokher chance. Aaad h> now makirg 
Nmsdl useful by leprising the cam¬ 
paign agamsi V.P. Skigh. 

Rut he iontmue^ to bkmdef. For 
eumpk*. briefing correspondcms aher 
the CiingreiiHfh Purharnemary l*artv 
mectinK during the bst session, he 
completely forgot lo nienuoii what ivere 
supposed to be the two most unporiam 
derisiond taken at die meeting. Namely. 


to DU* a wxidlist thrust lo ihc party’s i 
ecoomnk' programmes and decentralise 
the planning process, as well as to 
reiterate that India was in a strong 
position tu successfuHy ward uH a simul¬ 
taneous attuck fregn I’akistan and China 
The Princ Mmisiers advisers were 
appalled lo fmd Uui these iw*c> points liact 
bM missed and lost nu lime in pointing 
thia out to Rajiv Gandhi, 'fhis inci^ni. of 
c<xxr»e, did nothing tu improve Arad's 
standing parucularly as it came un the 
he**ls o( the Allahabad defeat. 

And that was not the last of Ns gaffes. 
After u working committee meeting, he 
announced that it had been decided to 
observe the long forsaken ’one man-one 
post’ rule. Obviously, this announce¬ 
ment generated much excitement as 
politicians and scribes wondered aloud 
and in wntuig win the r Rajiv Gandhi 
wuuki set an example. 1 he nuxl day. 
Aaad Ntd tu retract. He said th.ii '’Q had 
referred to a "cnnsenHus" and nnt a 
"dKiwin". whatever that niighi mean. 
Thai was the last juie heard by wiiy of 
tefurms’ 

In ^‘harge* of odmunstraiiun. Axad has 
still ihK nkirugud tu organise the party 
prupwly. PCCiJi presidents have been 
appointed, but the executives have still 
rRk Nvii furmed mi seveinl sljte>, 
including Hihar, Andhra Pradesh. 
Mahanislitra. (riiiami. Knnmtnlui. Jriin- 
mu iind Kashmii and West llengal. 

Mu('h was niaOu <4 ekvioral reforms, 
but not a single vxmerete propositi has 
been armuunced till dale. Even more 
was nuHk* <if Nilding partv elections, but 
apart from a weak attempt tu enrol 
members, ihe entire pian was aban¬ 
doned after Ksnilapati TnpatN raised 
the issue of bogus meiiiberalups in his 
firtot letter tu Knpv Gandhi, Iniiidlly. 
questions abcnit party eleciiotis received 
a "soon” answer. This changed over the 
months to a sheepish lui>k. Now. it is a 
blank stare and perhaps more lionest: 
"Wc cannot say” repiv. 

1'he parly h» an organisation has 
ceased to exist, TV various posts are 
fillod «ky by those wh" can either 
deflate an Opposition leader’s egn, give 
a leftist image or speak luyaily for the 
iTime Minister wiiN^ui adding Ns own 
views—in other words, by* i^ividuals 
vdktse r*4e is bniied a: id wlio are willing 
to be ulQiscd bv the ITimc Minister fur 
Hs own shori lermends. Free and mnk 
dt'baie. a victim of the Emergency, has 
never bi^ revived and despite initial 
as>enHins to IN* contrary, Kajiv Gandhi 
has Muvoeded far iiH>re than his inolher 
in transfurming the AlCCd) at the 
Centre into a iwihservieni "Yea. Rrime 
MiniMer” organi».Mu«. 

Smuu MiMtolt I New DtMtl 

•tPKMT 10 PM>"W 1M» 





In Quest of Plebni's Dresia.., 
BIC Weaves 


Suitings exclusive 
for all seasons 



Hie Unforgettibk Twina 
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Throi^a 
glass lightly 


Chandeliers—showpieces of wealthy 
drawing rooms—are now available 
on Indian pavements. And cheap! 


T. 


■ he gentle tinkling 
sound a>d the sparide o( 
shnunenng pnsms attract 
wur alienbon as you walk or 
drive past They are chande* 
herv-dnpbyed ■> the open 
by iheir mAerv, tr««veding 
artisans from Rgjutiwn In 
itroupa of 40 or SO they move 
aH over Inda with thW fra* 
gile products No kmgei' 
chandehers cunwdefed ncti 
men's baubles Their n* 
(reasng affoidabibty is mak* 
mg them appear ■> middle 
diiss homes as well And 
these glass workers of 
Jaipur, who camp m wide 
open fields akMfNde mam 
roads have he^ied create tlas 
trend 

fheir forefathers sculpted 
rrvtfbte R Jaipur Sar> Anur 
bingh. he^ of the chande* 
her^makuiR venture, ‘1}n! 
coming of sophisticated 
mechrwry became a subsu* 
lute for our artistic skifis " 
Wluch IS why they were 
reduced to manufaciunng 
grmden for chdhev and avur 
veA medicme Slowly they 
moved Mo the debcatc rcme 
of glavs *niese craftsmen 
offer a wide vanety of chan 
dekers pnces ranging from 
ks 40 to Rs 12.000 The 
cut glass variety seOs fui 
anythaig between Kv 20t)* 
3S0 krofru on each chande* 
her are some ti mes as low as 
Rs S md as Njdi as Rs 300 

For these arbuns. the 
struggle to gam recognition 
for IhM talenU has not been 
easy The technique of work 
mg with glisb was perfected 
m factones m Deta s^re 
they were employed Rut 
enraged by 0«ir employee 
^ m giness and the constant 
refusal to increase their 
meagre satanes, Amar Smjdi 
and LaUun Chand left to 
form an asacioahnn of Ihetr 
own Their particular know* 
ledge of idftss cuttmg gave 
them the necessary 
dme, and the> began woit* 
ng on pavements Todtv. 
the two of them head tita 
group thn iraveb from place 
to pfoce''dttptajmg the beau* 
ty of palacet cn the pave¬ 




ments c4 cities" 

Kombay, Bangalore, 
Ka^unir, Cakutu haw 
al been visited by this group 
They move from one pike to 
another bv train and bus, as 
dictated by the demand for 
their prokicts All fragde 
matenks are earned perso* 
nally with them and the 
heavier cargo foUows in lor* 
nes Travel expenses be¬ 
tween Jaipur ai^ Calcutta 
costs around Rs 2U0 for one 
person, according to Lakhmi 
Chand 

Chandelier-making is a 
full'tene jcHj Glass. whKh is 
their raw material, is 
ubtamed in bulk from Feroaa* 
had TV deanmg and shap¬ 
ing of glass ts dm m Jaip^ 
by a few well-known famibes. 
Even young children playing 
around the house are tramed 
to observe the do-s and 
don’i*s of glass-shaping 
Then thev go through va* 
nous stages of karreng, n 
time becoming follfledged 
workers Trade secrets ere 
ebaely guarded. 













Ihem itukinK ready r<»r yet 
another. mcMily in the open, 
frsquenilv in a cily far frum 
Ivjme. fn the mated btchl of 
the eelting wjn. the carefully 

aafted thaAdclierK idow with 
9 litzhi ni> lc«« beautiful then 
the artificial electric light 
which they wdt vmn refVet. 
IVrhops the craftanicn too 
have munwits when they 
enjoy this beauty which 
bruv!^ light and cohAir to all 
tile citws thev visit. 


W ork s the name of the 
l^fne. From six in the 
xnarratfi this group may work 
aU night by candleKidU to 
meet the demands uT a per* 
ticuhr customer. And tf they 
are lucky, a tamity might 
save Rs 800 a momh. It is a 
tough partictdarly fi^ the 
women. This Rajasthani 
comnwofty is very dose* 
taut. NoifflercMtenarnages 
are permRted. If a pow 
ha ppe n s to U In fnve wRh an 


"outsidei ” he or she IS 
banished immediately. 

Wives work alongside their 
husbands, and also perform 
household jobs. Accurdngto 
Swaronpi, "Men merely sel 
chmdehers. We do the Mn* 
cate job of giMs fittmg.' 
Meena and YashoAa are 
dso resigned to their fate, 
yet at times feel confined and 
restless. IVe are ncA unhap¬ 
py but we are not happy 
dther." 

W^rkisthe 
name of the game. 
From six in the 
morning this 
group may work 
all ni^t by 
candleli^tto 
meet the demands 
of a particular 
cust<Mner 


Hut despite afl hardship, | 
the pnde and satisfKlinn m 
their work sustains ihisn and 
keeps Ihem going. “We sel 
the real thing." says Mvena. 
"No cusiomer coming lu us 
will be cheated or dis* 
appiiuHed" And fur the men. 
this life of iravHtoig and 
wurking together » a groat 
source of jov. 

Thoud> they have some- 
tines aavpted loans frirni 
the gtnemmcnl. they are 
unwilling to restructure 
themselves nn modem busi* 
ness ines. They are wel 
aware that their lack of fur* 
Rial education is a great bar¬ 
rier when it conies to deabng 
with goverrunent officab. 
But they manage as best 
they can. and Kke all good 
tradespeople, they pay a lo 
per cent sales tax on the 
Items Utey se& 

The end of each day finds 
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PLACES 


CALCUTTA 

Ian Jack on the many faces of Calcutta 


I t is easy 1o feel ignoranl m Caknjita, (itaswegiaAs hke lu 
be known fur iheir fnendhness, LiverpucMiaiis lor (heir 
wit, New Yen'kers for thinr abrasion; but these are mere 
marmehsms. Caloituns go for deeper stuff. They wdl inack 
open their intellects as quickly and easily as a liasty 
break faster breaks into a buled egg. JideNectuahty is what 
matters in Calcutta. You meet a C^dt uttan for thr* Ivst tune, 
yuu shake him by the hands, and then. 

'TeB me, is Cramsci greatly regarded by your Labour 
I'arty?" 

*^What do you thmk of Kurosawa's blest?" 

"Settle an argument. 

Cai\ Dover sole be found 
much uutsKle the Kngbsh 
aeapofi of the same 
name?" 

nk- writer K.l*. ('.upta 
tells a laiiiouK story which 
illustrates the pi'int. fn 
the early J!^7I1 k the 
French diiert^ir Louis 
Malle came to Calcutta to 
make his documentary 
fiantom hidii (later the 
country banned the 
film and Mallei, lie 
wanted to film that typical 
Calcutta eniertainnieiu, 
an angry demonninituia 
and set up his cameras 
outside the West Bengal 
legislature to await de* 
velopnicnts between a 
noisy mob and the pobce. 

A police officer 
approached and bruMiuvIy 
demanded mdeniifcatiun 
Malle announced he was 
Malle. The policeman 
beamed in recognition. 

"Ah." he said. "Zniie 
dans le Metro "first film ^ and then oUgmgly 
ordered a bdsk police charge su that the director coiM gH 
Che violent fnotage appropnate to his (heme. 

Any visitor to the city will hear this story at bast ten tunes 
within the first week, and for quite a lo^ • held out 
against it on the grounds that it was bormg me. But n the past 
dosen years Tve got to know the city rather better, partly by 
taking the drastic step of marrying into the pbce. And the 
more I got to know it, the less lancitul the MaDe story 
seemed. Calcutlans — which is to say Berupfc — have an 
appetite for cultures outside their own (though they have a 
kMn appetite for that as well) whidi reduces the averagely 
sophisticated European to (he level of the Essex but 1 
am no longer surprised when R.F. Gupta, who is a friend, 
suddenly deodes to recite W.H. Auden while standing m the 
next staD in the urinal of the Great Eastern Hotel; nor when 
the city’s bggett newspaper propneior announces that si the 


world s bi'sl cartuinsts are Belman; nor when my Bengali 
ntT>hew. who has never seen England, displays hb fierce 
knowledge uf the entire canon of F.G.Wo^housv. 

Al this is rnmensely diverting, if sumeiimes provoking; 
there b nothing a Bengali male kkes mure than an adda. a 
widerangmg argument whidi nu mild*mannered European can 
hope to wm. however b(uou» the opening suiemeni (1 
remember losing in (he Belgian cartoonist detete). Here is a 
city ti cnimblmg m^rial rums, soaked m poverty and 
squaku. an mtematx^ byword for uver populatKvi and 
urban collapse; and here arc tlx* ctiizens calmly debating 

foreign abstractions, and 
sometimes unfashionaMe 
foreign abstractions such 
as Marxism, amid (he 
brtAon masonry. 

The ironifi^ are certain* 
ly riih. Even as ktyal a 
Cak'uttan as Gupta will 
readily concede that no 
thing nux'h wiH improve in 
his city unless, as he once 
told me. "the concrete 
can S(anehc>w be made 
absir»t". Or, in other 
words, not until good 
drainage can be rendered 
as fascinating a topic for 
an adds as the later works 
ofVJ. Lenin, And yet the 
remote view of Calcut* 
ta*~<haos. Mot Iter 1,'ere* 
sa, pavement-dwellers— 
is also hopelessly in* 
adequate. Gunter Grass 
simply followed in a de- 
spairing tradition, begun 
by Kipling and his CKy of 
Dreadful Night . when he 
wrote of a city that ate its 
own excrement, its 
dtixens "white*shir1ed maggots in a shitpile with Victorian 
excrescences, a liliitpile (hat dreams up new curbeues every 
iramite". Even less easdy disgusted writers such as Paul 
Tberuux and Gecdfrey Mourhouse go baefly astray. I tl^ 
when they turn apoatyptk and portray Calcutta as the urban 
dexm. a kind of kvng necropolis, which awans the dty* 
dwelers of the Wei^l. 

Thenax looked at Calcutta and thought he saw what New 
York or London nught becunte. given nuclear war or natural 
catastmp^. Perhaps we should be so lucky. When the power 
goes ofi in the Bronx the residt b looting, arson and rape. 
When the power goes off in Calcutta, as it does with 
predkiabk? frequeocy. nothing much happens si all. Fans 
cease to spn. tmmears stop their grinding, rickshaw pullers 
hbs and dvk their beb to warn pedestrian! lost in the dark, 
plump women n saris with heavy baggages are pulled from 
khs; and tft a mtton homes lamibes take out their candles and 
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their paper fans and regret (hat they have n«sed that ^/s 
televnkm episode of Yes Mntsrer or Ramayan 

O nce, on such a night, when I left Mr Oupu's house. I (el 
into a drain on the way to the tram slop. But then stm 
small quantity of rum and water had been drur^ and minor 
accidents are to be expected. No arson, however. No boimg. 
No rape. In Calcutta women walk fearlessly through the 
streets late into the night, vduch cannot be said of Islington or 
even Delhi, 

It would be wrong, as wei as dangerous, to conclude from 
this that Cakuttans are a paciAc race. Bengahs have i 
tradition of assassination and bombast outrage almost as old 
as the Kenans (from whom they lean^ some etfty lessons), 
and Uttle tolerance was dis^yed dunng the nois and 
rnassacres that preceded Indiw Paititton. But »ide by side 
with this tradition, and always wreslhng wnh K. is a potent 
strain of humanism, most famously cxempbfied the 
vmtings uf Tagore or Che (Urns of Satyajit Kay. but 
everywhere apparent, even among the people scratcl^ at 
the bottom of the heap. 


Anodwr irony of Calcutu hie and perhaps a richer one ihan 
the frst. is that the isolation caused by cconmiiic decay has 
helped to preserve old virtues, which in turn has made the 
decay more endurable. It may stiBHuat—be the largest city 
n Imha n popublion. but m terms of prosperity ajid 
dynamism h has long since been overtaken by Delhi and 
Bombay. Some would argue that it started downhill as early 
as 1VI2. when the British moved their Indian capital to Delhi: 
others that the refugee influx from the Bangladesh war and 
the urt^ temvism of the 1960s* marked the pmnt of no 
return. Whatever the case. Calcuitj feels increasingly cut off. 
1'wenty sears ago you could fly there direct by half a dosen 
European and Amervan airliner. Today, the only direrl fhghl 
from Europe starts n Belgrade. Ihere is even something 
called (he Save Calcutta ^rpof1 Cumcnittee, 

No doubt ihe airport wiU never close and no doubt the 
consumerism wha h has already overtaken Bombay and Delhi 
wiB eventually set i1 s flag in Calcutta, if il hasn’t done so 
already. Bui the pros and cons of this oulrome will be at least 
debatable. In Delu and Bombay the new rich squeeze into 
safan suits and Japanese cars and grow (al on butter chicken. 

Carved woodwork wrenched 
from temples and uM palaces is 
now a favoured feature in their 
homes, together with the video 
and the lir-coAdnxming. 

In Cskulia. the rvspecisble 
middle das^ sull go about in 
dhous and perch on rKkshawa 
pulled by the sweat ard muscle 
of other men. *n)ey are, U is 
boasted, the (idcst middle class 
in Asia, and evidence uf thnr 
Viclonan roots dums through in 
ahnosi every aspect uf their 
bves; (heir inve of documents 
and the printed w<ird. the need* 
lewuri their wumenfulk, their 
a^complnJvnent in singing and 
mstrumenial pUyiiig. which in 
this city is still considered just 
an average social grace. K.P. 
Gupla reckons that SOI) new 
maga/ines are launched in Cal¬ 
cutta every year. 

Cakuiuns are pretty snob- 
hish about the new India that lies 
to the west, and in return the 
new India is far from kind about 
the idlers that Ih* Io the east. 
I’erhaps it amounts to no more 
than old money fighting with 
new. Nobody who I<k4(s al these 
portraits of Calcutta by the 
photographer Raghubir ^ngh. 
however, can duubt that n the 
aly's domestic mteriors a fine 
odUjre still survives which has 
almost completely vanished 
elsewhere. TYi^ humanism and 
universabsm which marked this 
way of living may be Calcutta's 
chik contrition to the world, 
even though the world has 
grown differently. 
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The M for survival 
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A showc/ou n is in the 

offing over the issue 

of the Janata Party's 

identity 

< 

This smiw ti> U* the 
sca&on fot rc^vflaiHWS. 
Kirftr. It yi4i Vishwandth 

Prfliap Singh whr» 
threatened to reveal all 
ahirni the lYinic 
ters nllvtti^O Swik« liai^k 
aoiount. Aii(] now. it i» III). l)eNc 

(rowdn. rnnm r Knm.TlAlut clm r ratuMler 

KiirnnkriHlimi llcgdt Vte /Mh who 
ki'i lK'>run to hint at the exulcncc <if 
"dirij fliKiinu'iiis’'. |i . 

Ih'vv Ciowih. Ill iriK' 

V,|* Singh lashicHi, 

*1 will r»nm 

out uiil. it (ii iIh 
HM irojirMU' I urn.' 

Ilcgik’V Mititwn** ^ 

It'IN, o| ioui>v. W 
allege Out iIk'v iih» [ 

Ivive citt»iiuli nulc* I 
rial lo enibfii i.i'«s the L 
dif'huleiU k'liclcr and t 
wy, "Wail till we ^ 
shou v<in wlwit we 
have on \W\x tniw 
Ha. " hiJi |]iai Imih*! 

Hetei led iJexe 
da and his ewii. 

"llegde jnlteu away 
W acres »if ko'kI land 
in Mysore /'charge B& 
the disftidein$. 

"Deve Uowda hn^ a 
larm in 

C h c* n lu u a 1 n a , 
criunier the Inval «»"^ri«hniHW 

()e\X' (iuwda has quite a few surpnscs 
up his sleeve, innch ttithe disromforl of 
dlief minister S.K. Hoinniai The issue 
of the dissidents formally declaring 
themselves to be members of thejMUU 
Dal seems to he the siii^e nxist impt^- 
tanl evini fur the* survival ol the ISom- 
nvii regiiiK' in the »tdte. If the dissidents 
refuse tf> do so, and the strength of tlic 
govemi)K*nl is reduixcl by even 2$ 
iegi^tors. il would make the Janaia 
Party—with its 225 membtts tn the* 
Ass emb ly -a m im vrit y gi >vefnme ni. 
Party memhers fi*l that "Viih Gmemor 


P. Venlutasubbaiah deodmg things it 
wdl be ddTk'jU for the gosemmeiit to 
survive’*. 

1*he dissadents recojausc a horjzainiiig 
point when they see '<ie. Aj>d they haie 
kept the pressure up by demanAng that 
sH five ministers w’ho had resigned and 
the other who was disnuswd during the 
anii'Hegde cainpaign be reinstated in 
the council of ministers by BorTwnal IV 
state patty presidentship b another 
bone of contentimi and the di^wleius 
have begun to pressure Hotnnvu lu 
nominal e a candidate uf (heir chuice and 
DIM hr jeevara; Alva vrhu belongs to the 
llegde camp. The fciyabsis on the othet 
hand say. the party spUi. let the 
gc»vnmei)i fall, we are prepared to fin'e 
the ekniMiAs. Hut we caimu alhns' 
Hommai (o (ue ibo dissident line. *’ 
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Ksmukrlshna H tgUs wim Owe (Setrts: ireasinB awords 

Hommai, of course, has tn make up 
ic a few surprises hi» nwid about w*tBd> side he is jioing to 
the discomkirl of favour before the Assembly reconvenes 
'innmi 1 he i&sui* in another eight weeks’ tanr. but in (he 
rmally declaring tense intervj between now and then, 
bers of the JmuU (here are other cententious issues which 
ii^e^nxisi impcf- will have to be resolved. hV mstance. 
m'Ml ol the ISom- the much'delayed Catoiet expansion 
, If the dissidents the appointment of diairpersons fur 
le strength of tlic boards and curpmtmns and the Mxnna* 
eel by even 2 $ tinn of a new president fur tlie state unit 
nakv the Janaia of the Jaruita Dal. And each of these has 
membtts tn the* (he potential ot tnggering a maiur crisis, 
ty government. With both tides geanng up for a 
it’VithGmemor showdown, the drama is set to be 


HK 


faufted by reneging on hi& promise to 
nuke their cniidklatc. Siddanunaiah, the 
party president in reium lor tfidr coop 
eraiein with the Hfimnini government. 
Liyalists say that there was no such 
'understanding' Moreover, they feel 
that l>eve Gowda was inuible to secure 
the cliK'f niiiiisiershtp and. therefore, in 
a fit uf pique is trying lo make things 
dirTicuh for ItunuiLii hy dashing till one 
ouiiviraiKluni after another to tlte party 
leadership. 

Ilegde niamtnins that the dissidents 
have not been able lo kwk tlu'ir ’ bad 
habit * of sending menioraiKla. lie it ax tt 


I staged when holii Hegdi inni 
\ Ciowdu return from ilHir resiunlivi 
tours ig Ihi* I’SA. Kven so. ihe Hi Met 
eiM'es betwx't n the two groups spilled 
over in an ugly maimer dnnng il»e New 
Delhi cnnventKin held !<» ratify the mer¬ 
ger of ilie partK'S into the Janata Dal. 
I'he pro-ilegdeaiid anii-llegde w'orkers 
actuary came tn blows whim (he diasi* 
dent Legislative Council member, Vy» 
lanath l^lil. got up to spc'ak. Admits a 
Hegde suppoiier. 'I'bt* uiiident w^s 
ugly. Hill wx did not btan the trnntile. ” 
Hegde's follnwer> arc finif^ijs iluii ilw 
dissidents have chos<'n In castigau* llH'ir 
kinder in public. "How can they expect 
us tu ixaipi'rate with tlton m gnsxrnrng 
the staled” asks a llegHv sopinM li "' ’Hie 
dissKfentK, mi IlHMiilKTliaiKi. Iimisi lliiii 
It was Kaiiwknshrvj Ih'gde who de 





iiuiy, i}w hiiM* wnsod cbt* 

r;iitv , AjM the 

vnurc of Hu m i^nrvnrH rs m hid* 

in>i ifu'ir dMuliK Mk' wisdom iif 

«iiikmi: Ihv ' uKnlity. Atlc*r 

.iiKiilu’T duiikIoI itut'Tinus (U< (bssKkntH 
I ;ioi« up nMli .1 prirtioii Im iIw KkrtKtn 
C oinnusHMMi M.ikihu hrsi iUim lor ihe 

.|«U1 1 I.I r.ll lTs fl.li! u 

s 

olimv tibir llu'\ iikuml busim ss. pronvn* 
1 n( N.h Klwd aivl M.S. 

U.<«» muilr .1 irip 10 iht* I’om- 
iui>'iif»M's N«*w Mcllo on 21 

V* 0 < OifK'l 

Sn. ih<'\ k(c|>>;yin^ !«'uml m lintvs. 
Snd j siMJsbdow.li si’i'iiis to Ik* imminent. 
W[uk* Ml I he tifsi |rii;iM* tlk^rr hkely to 
hi' .1 lU'-U lor I}h' CiHitm'I iH^nhs. lb« 
snnnd uill U.iw l«)lh sKk*< imssuiK 
>.utj(ds ost'i iIm- juitv pretuieniship And 
|j I u ill s 1 1 le TI 111 d I will wtliicSK n test 

of •.iirii^Th on the n<vir ol ths’ Mouht. 
y III iM Ih imnin In* ihmkint! on the lines <4 
.1 tiiKl Wtnt |)oll io put ;in end lo the 
lilt lie iMitn>vot!<yi' Vw rivid minister 
replies lluii \» will iteeidi* "wh<.*n the 
lime conies" 

Kveii if Ik'ie IS 11 iiiid u nn poU. the 
scviuidi' IS nol v*iT>' piomisuiK f<ir H<Hn* 


violence. Scxxi after; the Hindus called 
fora y*gn to he held between 11 and IS 
October and a clash between the two 
groups seemed imminent. In fact, as the 
^te of (he march neared, r^s broke 
out in four (owns of Uttar Pradesh. 
However, at the eleventh hour the 
march was postponed by the BMCC 
convener. Syed 9iahabuddu\ fc^wing 
an assurance by the UP chiet minister 
N.D. Tiwari and Union home minister 
Buta Sinj^ about a settlement of the 
issue. 

Though a ^wdrwn was averted. 
Shahabuddin earned the ire of the other 
BMCC members with his action. "Sha* 
habuddin who has appointed honsetf the 
convener of the BMCC had no business 
(0 give repealed calls for a march to 
Ayodhya a^ (hen postpone it himself, ** 
said a visibly upset Syed Ahmed 
Bukhari the Naib Imam of Jama Masjid. 
This B the second time that a march to 
Ayodhya was postponed. 

Has CsTie. however, the BMCC m«T)- 
here felt that the postponement was not 
|usti6ed as Shahabuddin had failed to win 
any mw concessions from the govern¬ 
ment regarding a solution to the prob* 
lera **By prolongmg die negotiatuna. 
the government wants to ke^ the issue 
pening till the next electioni/* said 
Zafaryab Jilanl convener d the UP Babri 


The Bahri Masjid 
Coordination Committee rv 
on the verge of a sptit 

It is a dispute that rages 
on. Sporadic bursts of 
communal 

btoodsbed and curfews 
are followed by a speS of 
peace and qiaet But nev* 
er for long. Agitations by 
m or the other warrng groups are 
never far away and the threat of yet 
another b)ood*spancred riot is just 
another protest march aw^. The Babn 
Masjkiltam Janambhoomi controversy 
reuses lo die down* thanks to the 
leaders of the two communities who are 
determined to ke^ the feud alrve for 
pobtkal consaderatioDs. The Babn Mas* 
jid Coortfinabon Committee (BMCC). 
which claims to safeguard the rights of 
Muslims m thk continuing disp^. is 
now itself embraced in a controversy 
which threatens to split the comrattee 
into two groups, 

Ihe controversy has its roots in the 
BMCC proposal to hoM a protest march 
(0 Ayo^ya oa 14 October for the 
restoration of the disputed shrine. This 
ave rise to fears of a bout of 


S.n. gemmalfMt) wWi Dr Jsevarst Afvs: 
whom will MsppeInt pSfty pmidsnt^ 

jn:« Jis III' i^auglU helw**en kamaknsh* 
u'l Hegdiflwd the dissiidenis. While 
K Hij|||<>r(ers fi-d that ilicir lead* 
(IcimriHnu wifi ovemde the spate <>f 
M'iiiKliils and win the elections for the 
JaniitH. (he dissidents fee) that the key 
fur vK'lory in the elevtxHis is the name, 
flag ;hkI symbol of the Jjnaia I'any. Kor 
Homnui, who is nut really a ma.««s 
It'Hdcr. thert* seems lo be no way out <4 
itiis dilemma. 

^akash 






Th« 0l»pul«<l (MMtj f ^ 

Snth#bu0d<n i^eomrnltlMerMk^vp 


Mssjul AciKm Conunittec. 

The ciiss«‘Tir $tyon <lcvelope<i mfa a 
major tHsitr ;irH five out of (he BMCC's 
ten ineMilwrx, including Shahi Imam 
Syed Ah(iu)UN Kukhan. SuKan Salahud- 
dm (hvaPM. Muzalinr Hussain Kwchcich* 
vj, iialrdyab JiLim and Mohanuiud Axam 
Khim, decided In brenk iiway and huM » 
!$epiirale convention m l>eUii <ki 26 and 
27 November, ’tlw leactHm frf*m Shalu- 
buddin wuh iK7l lon^ in coming. He 
wanted the organii«ers (hat they would 
have to lace the comtcquer^ees for their 
"d)*advised xtvm" and appealed to aH 
activists (0 boycott the Ckinference. He 
castigated the breakway faction nf the 
BMCC and charged (hat they were 
''fundamentalists" who were Inc^ble of 
organising enough support ktf a march. 

With this s|^ m the BMCC. Shaha* 
buddm IS bound to k>sc the support of a 
large sectioii of fanatic Muslims m Uttar 
Pradesh arxi Delhi. Meanwhile, nots and 
cotnmunaJ clashes continue to plague the 
state as polnicians keep the issue aive. 
Faisabad. which had never witnessed a 
communal violence before, succumbed 
to the growing trend in October this 
year. N^y 400 lives have been lust tn 
various parts of the state over the Babri 
Masjid/Kam Jsnambtvximi dispute. And 
the split in the BMCC leadershg) only 
niartta the be^ning of a new phase in 
cumimmal politics. 

FalzM Ahmi«FJttaM aid Udumw 


Looking to the farmers 



VaxanufaJa PatH revives the 
Hasfitriva Shetkah Sentt in a 
hid (o eonte inn <d fUflittad 
ohiivton 


Vasanldada Patil 
huilidnv rvpiHVil* 

Iv if t)K 7 .11 c throw n to 
idebraic his own. So. im 
i;i Niiv(*inbi*i. Ifk' vHoi 
an iongrrssiiKM). \\\¥> 
turned 7], (k^Lired “1 
leel like a new nun and «*>! I un a few *U\' 
1 will throw awiiy tliis watkmg > 1 uk." 
A2»o. H wa).ihc|H'rfvci<HXus9onfo( I'.iiil 
tu sTeatc tew upples m the pohlv;il 
seem* which hr did bv anm^im uig Isn 
plans (ti ri’Mve the kH^nvii Sln^tk.iti 
Sena. 

It WHS during iIm* ivlehratHins tg h*'> 
7lNh liirth(Li> that (Iw leader had lauii 
ched tfn* Sena aninht great fanfare iii 
Sanidi. Hut iHghmg 
was iM'Hrd of the 
Serin .tlU’i tlial nor 
cd tlw ks 12 lakhs 
Hut he had been 
preHiitfd by 
th>’ f:iroK*(s on the 
oi'c.isKn. 

.^icordiiig to Duda's 
'*uppoi Ivrs. the 
had been 
bicivd 111 ki*ep a bw 
profik* . 1 ^ tlw Centre 
was ik 4 1 im> enthu* 

SPslH niMKJl II, It 
was at I his jurHlure 
I hat P.ilil w.vs ful m 
civiigp id the far- 
itH'rs' cell at the 
A2CC le\et. and 
Lkiib hisl eileresl m 
the Sena. 

Bu( his detractors feel that I'alil remem- 
Iwrs the lamiiTS and Ihcr rights imly 
when *%; is di»wn m the dumps". 

Aheav’s on the kvduiut kit wavs and 
means to fnxl his w’ay hack into (he high 
command's favour. Patilho|ies I o cash in 
on the Congress’ fears of (hi* Shi’tkan 
San^tana that has nearly sw^ aB of 
Maharashtra's farmers mtn hs baixl- 
wagon. By reMving the Nashtriva Shot 
kan Sena. Patil perhaps hopes to con¬ 
vince (he Centre that he can stop Shaiad 
Jushi and his Sanghalana from sweepuig 
the nexl elections. 

’the Congressd) is already in a igian* 
dary as the Sanghalana^ karr aiuUi 


ngtlalHm i'. gaming ni<niiciitiini with 
nM*‘ .okI ikHtfr faTnu•l^ .4^ Hying I<m 
icM til the touKs, Mia 1.id l^aw^r’s 
.dHH niih cmciit waiving lo.iii> (dliilling 
ncarls Ks 2(gi cn>rcN is gtmig to wrai 
! I lull .IX llic bmH l^ icahx* and Pau.ir 
. loo lus .'KiinitU'd ihi>- Ih.il (Ih* wniwr 
only to siSnc di'pariiiu iiiiil ik bis 
wink’ I 0 . 111 S fioiii (hr inuvcx h.nv 
«Ndv 1x1*11 rrsilx’duird 

.And ^1, lUl.i's (hital to slart a 
f.iimrrs’ agnation, ug.iidlcsn <d 

N^hi llH'i ir fr c<iVi's tlu' lih'sxtngs of the 

LciUrc 111 not. is .1 >>rgnilii.inl drvc]o(> 

' liH’ilt Seine IviVv mlrrpi ril'd Catil\ pi,in 

[ e( f^'Vning ilk' Sril.l ,|s a xlllCWXf IIHIVI** 

lliev levi tivii lU' xi^piuagrniti lan Iradci 
IS oul te iHovc l>Ml M'x llir Crnllc liul 
d»i^ rHd laic .ilsnd M.ilMr.ixhii.i« lar 
niefs. 

|*r<g. Kam^>k*. .1 I'Miih i Maharashtra 
iTifUesh Ci*wrrs*^ll y<aiuiiittrr ihivl. 
added to I lie «xinlMNvn} wlwn at I’a til's 
fehcrtatMin fuiM'tKm Ik* shhI that it w<kuld 






VsMoWMaPtMend 


Piwef vl the romer't bimasy cel»b»it*off> 

he a great <h hie cement if Itarla suc¬ 
ceeded in lurnuig Ik'lhi's .‘ittentK4i t<i- 
warcb Maharashira 

'llic pi^iKal sct tiano in iht* stale 
omlmues 10 be iwenuin as ever de¬ 
spite tlx* fad tkit Slvirad l^iwar, who 
ha.s created 0 mass h:ise in (lie rural 
sector, is at thi* h(*lm <il aflairs. And ihu 
reason for this is N«w tkrlhi's whimsical 
appoinrim’nts to num (he iviriv organisa* 
iKKi ui the stale. Alre^xiv. "Hh Mrs 
lYaiiliha Hat if s .‘irrival on (Ih* si'eiic as 
MPCUli duel-'who is known (<» be 
kiyal only to iMhi Ilk* coinnig electxm 
year prruiuses to ix* a liirixjknt one. 

Olga im^tornb^r 
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Rage of the Governor 




N < . 


Oo\'in(t S'nntin Sin^h 
acvnu's rhit't nuniMcr . \:nfl 
(tf hunuhtatn^ him 


liHih mi lurv «( 
(»ov('iiuir SiOinnl. It w«is 
irit to ihit'l mini>il«‘r 
Jk.i A»id tt» 
opkr Mils Mmii>vcr>’ 
niM ir li.irl :i lasli* 

oi iioveiiMii <M>virKl N4- 

I mm Singh s nit^rcurMl Uniifiiv 1>M>uKh 

• A7ri(} «iikI ''inch W\\%- ncv<t lH*vn ihr 
I U^sl o| ItM'iHk il Has oil ITi Nuvriiilicr 
I lh(* (hiy III Ilk ChliAl k'slivak MmI thr 
I slKiwckiwii to<4( plrtci*. Kvct sifhc. il is 
l)(*inK M'lmrtl TO III I'utiui's t'orndors ol 
power jift thi’ 'pvliucal Ixxil 


boat and prcM’n.'di'd to witness thf lamp 
cwtrrmoy. 

Thi* nt'idi'nl luturaDy created a major 
flutter and mure so. the Governor 
alleged tibl by providum him wtth a 
bardy fumiional launch (hat did iM even 
posses a tfKMiour. the chief mtnister 
had di hU^raiely iiisislted him. The dis* 
lixi admimstralicin prumpdy (rolled out 
an expkinaiam about the imsseig trico* 
hHjr: tokt tlx* Governs was expected 
inly allcr Minset. when the flag couU 
nut be unfurled, they had thought x best 
r)cx lu huvt* the flag ai al. However. 
Smtdi wiis not willing to be padfied. 

IIk* chief mmtur. un heating of the 
mcKk^nt. imaructed the chief secretary 
and the duector general of pohee to 
personally tender an ^ulugy (o the 
<Hivemor. Aaad too cried to oil up the 


A«M (wniwnh ODVsmor Slnun; 
eonXevsfalal lentr; fowovo* ■ UMilor boW 


Both the chief mintsier and tfx' Gov- 
envir .^^erc stitedukd to be taken on a 
cruise* i!Vn the* Ganga so that dx.y could 
witness thi' lamp-lighting ceremony. 
Wlule A^ad was proMded with a motor 
boat wIk*ii the Govci'nor reached tlw 
spot wen before Uk* appnuitetl time, he 
was disiiV 4 yi‘d f<i And that his launch was 
anchored s^hik* distance away in shish 
and mud. Moreover. Uk' launch, which 
did nut carry the tricohiur, refused to 
come to life for ((uite some time. An 
uicens(xl (^vemor refused Iv board (he 
laurk lk.AlMKd inioun ordiniiry country 


angry Govenwr but in vain. Singh re¬ 
fused to tidk to him and instead dashed 
oh an angry letter to Uie dsef minister. 
”] have leami my lessons and will now 
stay within my limits in the interest of 
maintaining my dignity," (he letter read. 
"There is no need for any further 
discussior teiween the twu of us." Hut 
strangely enough, copies of this letter 
were circulated amongst newspersons, 
causing great embarrassment tc the 
government. 

According to sources close to the 
chief nvuster, Singh has been on the 
lookout for a way to embarrass Aaad and 
this incideni provided him witfi the 
opoortmuiy. They maintain that Singh 
had also wntten to the* l*nme Minister 
irvelbng charges against the CM. a copy 
of which was forw'arded to A/ad as well. 
"Oiscusiing any point with the chief 
moiuier i* like flghting a duo^ He even 
does not know anythi^ about the legal 
and consiituiiooal status of thi* Gov¬ 
ernor. He dm*s lua 
bstet) to anyone tm* 
less he 
Ihfvaii'rK-d. My con¬ 
science mil 

alkiw me to ndi^n 
the kuxf (It luirsii* 
ne.ss whiih is rt** 
quirvd t<i (le<il with 
h 1 nj,read the 
letter 

Singh, oh ihi* 
other hand, staum h* 
ly denies that he htid 
ever written suth a 
letter to \\w 

f g w \ Azad’s sup|H>r- 
■ I tcrc arc nut con- 

B ,* i vim-ed. Ihe y belie ve 

J l^f Uiivcrivii is 
m 1 ix constant (ouch 

g ^ I with die hi^ txnn- 

I I mand and it is he 

* - I who has been send- 

j I ing reports, crilKul 

] of the chief nuiiist<*r, 
to Deli Many even 
maintain that Singh is uncomfortable 
with his gubernatorial duties as he Is 
keen on remaining in active politics. He 
is bebeved to have had his eye on the 
chief mmistership ui his home state. 
Madhya Piadesh. 

Whatever be th^ truth, the high com¬ 
mand is imhkely to be pleased wHh the 
Governor’s set of drawing publk atten- 
ban to his private dislike of the chief 
minuter. And if the Governor continues 
Co let his mudice infliience him. he may 
find that he is in for some stormy 
wesiher ^ad. 
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Syedna-style 


protv^iK asiiinM xht head prvst. Syedna 
Uurhsinuddif). 

The latesi diktat of Ilk* reli 0 OU 6 
leader, however, is the phihI devasui* 
mu sifkv a ereen card he issued only 
to those who havt» pani up aB their dues, 
that ». ihe seven iaiu*s (hat are col* 
htted by the Syedna. Ac«'or<fanj: (o one 
esiandte. (Ik* Syt'dna s fuUuwcrs m the 
country. fi».ve wirfy caw mifiNm in 
number. p«t> an anmul sum d ks 15 
crores hy wav *4 tan*s? 

Says t>r AsRiur Ah Ki^sneei. an 
urdent refeemis]. “I am at a kiss |<i 
understand why the Guvccraiwm of 
India lakes no aiiRin aj&wflvi tlie ifli'Kal 
.viivitirs of the Syedna K 41 W ts he 
aUowid to cnHect tau^s jual kkeihe 
im ixiK* lax department dries i* “ 

llw Syedna has alsu rultbrd .Sunm 
Musbms the wrunu way by (k hvermie an 
aHeitedly btasphenew disr'ourse on the 
da y of Mfiharram. In Ns discoMrse which f "(prlv people die after eating 

Bombay’s bhendi Hatar. tlic Svednii is afflivtcdh\ fhc ulccratixx 
behesvd I 0 have showered abu^' on the disease 
holy prophet Moharmnad and his 

younRi'sl wifi*, ^^1 arv RTeaily revered It is a biaarre phe* 

by the Sunnet. Snnn after Ihr* Syedna's nomenon. A mystery dis* 

controver*«d discuimie. niKs Nuke out ease (hat has struck some 

m Null Haur. BN*ii- species of 5sh in (he 

di Bazar and the JJ. ponds of Assam. Megha* 

Hospital area in laya and Arunachal 

Bombay on 2. and Pradesh and even in some 

4 Sepfember disthets of north Bengal has made the 

WI th more » nd largely fish^eating people of these states 
more Ik4va» (eckng wary. And their fears are not unfounded, 
diseiu'hanled with Nevly 40 people have died after con* 
the SyednaV auni* suuvik Ihi* deenMd fbJi and m Aasari^** 
crattc ways, (he wtich has been the womt-hil—the Kovejn- 
head pries I now ment has banned or reflated the 
faces a law suit sale of hsh in Cachar, Kanmganj, Na* 
\ under Sections l&ik gaon. ictftiat and Gotaghat disthcu. 

. ^ \ 2 W> and of the Accx)rding to P.C. Boro, the director 

Indian Penal Codtv of fisheries m Assam, the disease, 

besides. I he Syedna kmwn as ulcerative disease syndrome 

^ i > had to bw ktrack and (UDS). causes (he afiHcted fish to break 

I. ' V tender an apology out in a rash of lesions. 'Scale erosion' 

kV. I for hb NasphunMius and degenmtkm of the epidermal (is* 

tt ( uttcniigs on Miihar- sues' can also occur in the advanced 

. It~ j ram day. after cNef stages of the disease. l>ie syrxlronie 

7 > V.vi minister Shared was first noticed among fish n the 

- ” Pa war pressured (oxin-ridi South Pacific ^res of Au* 

himtn.'I'henuiccime strafea in 1972. It then spre^ to the 
of the criminal ra.se Asia-Padfic region and fre^iwater fish in 

against the Syetku is Mabysia developed deformed ns 

f being eagerly awa- io 1906. Next, the syndrome was 

I ded by the enure noticed in Bangladesh in April (his year 

Bohra cummunKy as and within months shoals of diseased fish 

W it could weB shape eoiered Assam's border disthet of 

m their future. kanmganj and contanunated the fresh* 

* BIge T«aa/BM*«r water apeoes in (his country. 


The Bohr as now have to 
possess a 'green card' or risk 
the wrath of their head priest 


h irst It wa:i (he annfiuncc* 
iiienl llHivoodi 

Boliras would have to 
withdraw their money 
Irom banks that iwni a 
xhiver (H apprehensimi 
BHHKb Hnuing tik* afRiwnt nkin* 
bers <4 ibe itjmtmmuy. Next 11 was iN* 
diktHi that .til Buhra men rnusi wearcap*^ 
;uid all wonicn tlie veil (Imt caus<.*d :i 
gieui deiil iii MKiigiiatioci. And rM»w ii is 
The clause tlwl ever>' H<ihrH must pro 
dui e n green card or an Kk'niity card lot 
entry iiU<i moktiiH's. communilv ineeting 
piflces. lor I he perftnTiwni'e of rues 
during marriages jiikJ (ksitliK ihsl Has 
made some < if ibeHulirss vone their 


The killer 
disease 


Syedna Surhaouddin 
BUlocreiie 
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Terror in the marketplace 


A doMTied flih mgrkw l«i SMCMr* 
bgHlif>9 phenomenon 

(Experts Arc biifCcKl hy \}w sudd^ 
ttutbre Ak lit the disvAM*. Aciordmic an 
<tftcin\ repun. tilt* ^K'nnNMbis hydrottht 
la b.iO(cnuni hjs bwn found to cause 
tlw disease iii acnic carp species S.D 
'I'npathi of the Hhuh^inowar-based Cen 
tnil Institute of Krcshwaiec Auudiullun* 
says Ihil u aiu) A^ulturc Oriuj 
niMlum (KA0> team coiiipnsing expeils 
from the IK, USA and oMwr u Mini ties 
is mvestiicatinK into the causes of the 
disease which afflM is fi&h and lunis 
some specieK int(» poisom^us entities 
resultinx in xasiro aibnenis and even 
paralysis of the hmhs 

Meanwhik, ihe syndrome has hit the 
hshemien hard an demand tor fish m 
iJic'se repoiis is almost iHm^existeni 
now . 1'bc 4.r> lakh odd hshermcn in ttR* 
state are now forced to « ke out a bvinp 
hy otlier means an nearlv 2f) per a^nl c4 
Assam's ponds and bhct'Is and 

4.8211 km ol hsh-tx'arrnjt nvers have 
been swamped bv fish idficlod with ibe 
kilk'r disease*. 

The state's nwiisit'i tor fisheries, 
t'mesh Cluuidra Uas. said ihat his nurus- 
try lias snui^ht Km l.ll scores IriMii the 
revenue deparirtkmt to help rehabdiUle 
the unemployed fislk'rmeii and another 
jtrani of Rs 1.95 cmres tor providinjt 
pesticides and medM'ines to help them 
combat the lfL)S. It has also been 
suggested that instead of issuing a 
blanket ban on the sale of fish certain 
selected species, which arc susceptible 
to the UDS like the carp, be sold after 
carrying out proper chnks. The Hhu- 
baneswaf'based institute has advised 
the use of ui^laked bene in ponds and 
fisheries to help prevent the spread of 

the disea^. 

While the nurrh>east is still grapptoig 
with the kdler disease, north Bengal has 
already come unde r the grip of the IIDS, 
1/ the authorities fail to come up with a 
quick remedy, not only wd fish dts* 
appear from the numerous markets but 
also from the dinner tables uf most 
homes in the regvm. 

MMatOMvSfchar 


t Olw llVil 

homes in 

Ik-t-' 


, . • . ''' 

Htishuwsnwn fivv (imvtiluili 
ti\ /'7./v1 to 

cKttfrt mniivy 

A deathly quiet spre^Kls 
<i\er Fani’y Haaar socxi 
Afit*T sundown. Gone are 
die tuiw'kers and the win* 
(tow:dkippcrs and shi>p* 
keepers down shutters 
king before closing time. 
And though pohcenien stand guard over 
liromiixml husuiesi> establishment>. 
ilH’ir presence does not mstid ronfi* 
deiH'e. TIh* rcanmercud hut of Guwaha- 
ii. ,ind iIk* nodnl pomt of trade and 
conuneri'e m the ixirih>vast. k vi dangt^r 
ol losing Its pode of plw e. 

The trading commuiutv is m a punn 
Manv mommeni Marwan traders taw 
aIrcMiy fWd tin* city and sldl inore an* 
Ijlannuig to leave. IV cximUr n a n'sult 
III ibi' growmg bclkgrrenix* of the Untied 
Ulx*r:iiKtn KriMU iA Assam (ULKA) 
wImri* nienilM*rs hav«' been extorting 
huge sums from tN* traders. Not con* 
tent with jusi vxtoriiAg money, they 
twsv even reviried to issuing death 
thfiMlK. b'Mnh hfasis and murder. 

Kmiijul Aggurwalb. ex-piesident of 
tlir Kaniiup Chamber of Comnierce 
tKCCi, iiaMk>1 onl>' stepped down from 
die poM <in m ming a missive from thi* 
riKA ilenmnding Ks L5 lakhs from the 
chamber Iwt abi* tied the city. No one is 
wilkng to take I us place and thi're i$ 
every possibility that Ihn body will 
evimiuAlly bt* chssnli’ed. Mahakhand 
Moob'haod KaK'liand Kuthan. the big* 

C L. Harlalia who wot 
murUorod Uy 

Fancy Bum 

onoTvosa ^HE’ 

btfn«i.«»toto 

otanaichy 


1 gesl loodgrain wh(4es<iier in the north* 
I east, has alsu shifted to Bfimbay after 
; receiving a death threat from the UI.KA. 

His (dimly nu mbers, however, deny this 
' saymg that he is onlv away on u “pilgrim¬ 
age" to Rajasthan even as they 
, awkwardly 6eld questions m to why his 
gixkiwn and rei>idi>nio arc* heavily bam* 
' caded by tht* police. 

“1'his pjom' and fear have been err* 
uied by tlieguaida of the A(iP {Asom 
i (laid PansUid)." »uud a well-known 
MaTM.'inbusirR'ssncio. “Earlier loo. dur- 
uig the agitahtHi, we were frequently 
I heid to ransom bv the All AM%am Stu* 
I dents Umoii (AASID boys but the guv* 
! <*nimcni was rot theirs, so wc baskallv 
' fell secure, l^ut under the A(ll*. exior* 
I tKJci has virtuallyi)eriileg'-!scd. Either 
we cough up ilti* iiMiney or dte ’ Mis 
' fears are confirmed by the 6rccior- 
. general of pok'c S V. Subramaniam 
who admit i i\vii the pr« dilem«if ext i gtion 
has reached “menaemg pn^Kirtimis” not 
only m Guwahati hut also m ilx* iildueni 
and (k'veloped piM'kHs of lfp|)er Assam 
liki* Sihsagar. Uihrugarh, Jorivit and 
I (rolaghal and the central districts of 
' Nagaon. Nallmn and Harpetn. 

I A senes of evenis iliai (K curred <iver 
I the last SIX months confinu Suhrama' 

, niam s admission. But the climax wus 
I the murder of <i. 1.. Harlalka, a high- 
profile businessman who was knnwn to 
have hobnot^wd with pi^mcians ig all 
lues. In his dying declaration, Harbdka 

















is said to have named Munim 
a Nobis, a former AASU lumi- 
nary and now associated vrith 
A the UIPA. and (wo of his men. 


.V »-«l 
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a$ his assailsUs. Har!alka had i 

bevn victimised by the AGP tmte and 
a^in Itis {ludown was raided and he 
was arrested, allui^-dty for nut paymit 
Zoinath Sanna (row a minister for 
accord impJementation) a donation of Rs 
]0 lakhs for The A(il* conveniKin. In 
September this year his t^oduwn was 
riiided attain and his poods seized. When : 
Karblka moved the Mieh Court lor the ' 
release <A the seized pisK)<>. ilic aditmus* 
tration backtracked. 

The police mainiain ihai Kurlalkn'^ i 
kiUinp was an isolated case of "personal , 
vendetta" rather than another instance | 
of LILKA lerroniim. Sources claim that 
wearv ol Nobin’ demands. HarlaBt.! vi | 
up a provision store him ip (lUwaJiaii. : 
Kut even $u Nobm and his •HcompU’ea ; 
were nor appejsed and on the day of ' 
Harlalkii's deoth made vet another dr* ! 
mand lor a hefty sum. 

'l*he only solution ihi> .’idministraiKin 
advoi’ale» tor the in'Kivrs is "m# ' 
defeiKe". "Let them arm themselves i 
and I heir doruvm.s with Ltihis .ind or lie r 
weapons,"SuhrairKinbimartvisi's liuias i 
one trader points out. "VV'e arc mK a ' 
vinlenl kit, Wc liavi- jysi ctmie here to 
carry on with our hu«iKs» pcun'lully ” ; 

The jpshoi of .ill these d«vck>tJ(}K*nis i 
19 that suppliers fuse become wary uf , 
sending their wares to Assam. One 
trader claims lliat "the inflow* otprodiHis 
has come down by 25 pi*r cent duruig 
the last so: nvinihs," While the im|VH't of 
thiz has TUt yet been fell. Ass.im vouM , 
be in for a prolonged spell ot slKirtagec-1 
of essential commodities, the traders 



fed. And with the goverrmieTit showinfi 
no signs of putting an end to the ULKA’s 
<eign of terror, the Marwari traders are 
>1 demoralised lot. 

ftMMha 9Umnmhm;Ot/w^Mt 


SlMMT OiilWr •>» 


Dark deals in the disco 


A iMU’iiir! racket is busted 
hut the disco invuer t iahns 
that he has hi'en I routed 

)*sci'lii*<k*lii' liphls. iMilvif • 

mg inusH' :irid I'ounu <*ou j 
pl(*> gyraiinp on tlH'diOic ! 
ftaf ore Uh* ?>tulf lh.l 1 Itie ; 
capital’s t04*nvlMipp<'r> . 
thrive on. hut on Fnd.ic ; 
IH Noseiiiher, a \HAk v : 
i.iKf on rus'Vi.ii. Hold Ku)dof4’< m* ' 
Ikkjsc (bH*r>. k'd to startbug rcv<*knHtn>. j 
Aptstri nily. the dini) w.i^ hcing iiM^d h\* I 
iK i>ropnt*tor to lun a ihnving nhU i ui 
Ik’Nh trade. 

It w.is iIk* ili'Cinning simiibtilv with 
which iUv holvr> |MoprH*litr, lain 
Kishen l.al, la^ wile Kiimtii and Pah 
otlKf cmpkiytrs otvrjttd Ilk* <all't{i(l 
oH kei ihdi prei*(iil('<| rhem tOMii Ih iiip 
diHincrcii hy the p<4u( .til .ihing. ttui 4in 
18 Novomher the cut was <if llte bag 
Acintg on a tipofl. th<* piik’v fir>t 
stu'iouxk'd and M.*ale(l the hotel, then 
sent in twi> sub'a 1 ^peltu^s wIki |«r* 
su.Kli*d a mm l<i Iw a «kH‘uv, llienun 
lhi*n approaclHKl a girl and asked Ih*i k»r i 
a d'lnce On the tVeir. Ih* sttus k h (k*al ^ 
;iikI s4Ain iln' pokv had lubbed the inrl j 
ok mg w ith 75 lH Iters, who are all .iVi'ged- : 
ly chR girls. 11ie puhiv utso ret’rrvered 
ks 2 h,tM) fnim the Ihissycat iiunage- 
ment. 

iH'lhi pnhee S4Hirce« fed that the 
rai’kel had flnunshod uniM*tK’ed as most 
nt the deals were struck on the daire 
floor amidst the htanng stereoplionH’ 
music. Ihe cuupks then moved <iiji 
from (he fkair and into not* ih ihe rooms 
in the* hotel its«‘lf or diovi* away eh^- 
where. The pohtv also cUaii lh.il the 
hotel management made a nail Ks 
for every deal struck in (he disco while 
eash girl pocketed as much as Ks l.tiuii 
(o 2 .U 0 U front every patron. 

Kishen UL however. vocifer«iusly 
denies that he lias been usmg his higd 
for prostKJlion. .And the evpbjvitams • 
that he gives togislify hm claims paint an 
even more bizarre piciure. Acco^ng (o I 
LaL it was hts estranged son Uabu. who 
had ganged up wnh l)CP (criino Aimid 
Kanth to "frame’* hin. Lai’s version I 
goes thus: Habu runs Asraf Manage- i 
menl. a company which deals in sup* 
plymg labour (o the fiutf countries. La) 
obfecied to the ’^racket'* as "many of 
these poor people end up as bunded 
Uhourers*. He adds. ''My stm would 
pose as the proprietor of Hotel RagJtMg 



til wiHi tlx* ru*h .Arab shu'khs who c.imi* I 
IcMtking for i*hi*;ip Lihtuir in hidia,’' Afu i i 
n ^vm*duwn hciw’ccn hillu'C iovi *<on, | 
Ritni nH'Vtd tus oih i'.iikhk m itu' Siilird 
Sun.I lloiiO lull M»w'cd l<< tiMih Liil ii 
k'sNiKi .\s tin |iL*r K.iiiIIi'h I ok' in (hi:* 
wIh4i* .iti.m*. Lkl .itk gis ih.il tin* potv e 
MMt) 1'^ (I vmg lo >*,i.kll ikivikW’n tiaiisli*] by 
^Liiikking lo txk'*! .k c.illpil hiikct. 

IhiI k oniigii.mt thut the ixtlia* shtuikl 
"li.irgi.* Ill .iJid liixk .Hid .irr<*Ki l.idk's 
Wit lx Alt ,ins HMtili wan .ml «»i p<»iia' 
wonH'O cn .iMriHt^iiM'c". ITii* K^ iikSHHi 
I lull the (x'lku* >c]/t*<l, Ih' «.iv's. I* only 


1 


i 

L 


Kishen UI, proprMorol HoM 
Riidoot, vocHerous^ deni«s thit 
h« hM bm uikig his hoM lor 
prosWuttoA.Andtho 
oxplinitions that ho givM to 
justify Ns eWrns pdnt an ovon 
more Naarre picture. Aceordini 
to him, it was Ns estranged son, 
Babu I who had pnied up with 
DCP (crime) Amod Kintti lo 
'Iriine'' him 


the gau* iixmev ilul the Ith‘ UkH> ! 
holdi'fs luij |iaid to gain entry iiUo the 1 
di<co at the rate Ks I (Hi |h‘|' head. 
"And il (tx'M* siKiillcd i.klhgirt^ wore 
clxiiging much .i** Ks 2 .inmi fmin 
every wlu re is .ill that 

iiXHiey?’* 

<)fX' poliie oKuiikl vrtri that (lu* Im- 
loufal 'J'ralfK (IVi'veTitHmi Acl did noi 
alkiw* (or (he Hrrexi «»l miners aixl so 
ntxie of the men nAintk'd up ihai 
mght were arresU*d. He, however, 
added that >» <ir lh4*m h;td agrii'd to act 
as witnesses for tfx* prosenjlmo. hi a 
bid to pnkve hi« inrHKcmr. I.al addres¬ 
sed a press ixinleieme at his hotel mi 22 
NcAemlicr and iTaimed that (he police 
had Talk'd Xu firwi a singk* call-girl 'H 1 
seckTi'hing the hotel’s rcvniis. He also 
preseni&d hk tx>iei manager. KamMian. 
as a vKtim of p<ilict* bnitahiy in their 
efforts to frame him Even hs Lai made 
his cliarges against ihe pi^x he lavk&hly 
JistnlHiied glasses of bQuor. ciiily giving 
rise (n the suspkKin that l.al is des|iei'. 
ately trying lo cnvi'r Ins tracks. 

Aik* S*aMW*w CMM 
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BUSINESS 



A new twist to the feud 


The Bharat Rams have turned to old enemy Swraj 
Paul to get a stronger grip on DCM 



preseM. The lv)d va& oripnaly to hive 
been de\‘eloped by another Deth) prop- 
eny company. Kailash Nath. Under the 
present agreement. Kailash Nath and 
the Aniaia wfi share the yob rede¬ 
veloping the land Kailash Nath, mean¬ 
while. who was supposed to have 
advance of Ra 4 crores to DCM. has not 
done so. and nobody in the company 
appears to have pinhed lor it even 


though they are chronically strapped lor 
cash. 

'Hk moves by the Bharat Ram tamily. 
inevitably, have put the three branches 
of the Umily on colbiion course once 
again. Tbt Bharat Rams now control 
dfiee to 20 per cent of the iharei. And 
more shares are stiS easily availible 
Swraj Paul's stockbroker. Hariah Bha- 
sin. for one. controls anothei' five or aix 
per cent of DCM's shares bought during 
the raid tin ihe company 
But as the family got ready lor 
arMUhei bruising rou^. even the tri¬ 
furcation agreement seemed in a certain 
anKHint of doubt. There are many in the 
company Mrho believe that the thm-way 
I f spin will do nothing to help the company. 

' g As it»the three groups enjoy a certain 
/ degree of autonomy-'DCM chairman 
f H*r»\ Dhar already runs (he DCM Kota 
compivx by hifflMtf. Similaily. Vinay 
Bharat Ram runs DCM Data Products 
without much help £r«n the others. In 
TnaDCMWita* mlHinDMM:bon*«fMnt«ntlen 


ThimowbylhtBIttritIUmt 
hmpu>tht1h rHfcfinrt#i>tth> 
hmlywicolitteicourMonct 
Miin. Tht Bhtfil Rm w« 




A > It approaches iu centenary 
vear. Delhi’s DCM Ltd is lurching 
from one controversy to another. 
Only two weeks ago It seemed that the 
Lhr^ warring factions e( the Shriram 
I family who control the company had 
finally settled their differences and 
sgreH to go their own way by amicably 
' divuling their con^any into three peits. 

Before the mk has even dried on the 
' sgreemenu i Tierce row has erupted 
once again. 

The latest !kght in the family came to 
the }<urface on the eve of a cnidal board 
I mvoting whK'h was to ratify the three- 
way divisKjn of the company. It was 
inggered by the dscovery that (he 


Bharat Ham family had initiated a seriea 
of moves that would give (hem a stron¬ 
ger gnp on DCM. 

The Bharat Rams have turned to an 
old enemy—corporate raider Swraj 
Paul. During the last few days Shrvam 
Kibres, a DCM subsidiary controlled by 
Arun Bharat Kam, has bought almost Ra 
4.5 crorcs worth of DCM shares bar* 
; from I’ttul who has held the shares ever 
' ?<iiKT his abtirtfve raid on DCM in 1962. 
}l«)w the Bharat Rams raiaed the cash 
to firuirK^ the repurchase of the shares 
I' atiuiher stc^ altogether. From aB 
mriu.)tHins the family has struck a deal 
with iIh' puwvrfui Oelhi-tascd property 
nia^uic’s. the Ansais. Under me deal 
i1k> AnMiB will be given a share of (he 
when the DCM land deal which 
hds been hanging fire for years, findy 
gix-s Ibruugh. Under the tnfurcatun 
agn^meni which was signed recet^. 
the Rharui Ram family wil get the right 
to redevelop ^ land at Bara Hindu Rao 
^ where theifeK Cloth Mitts is kicaied at 












9h«rM itam; unnpaeM 

addition there ere other prohiemit: hir 
imunce. a division of the company 
wouJd do Dothini! fo lower the company V 
debts which are reckoned ai around 
80 cnires toiaOy. 

Initialiy the financial inMitutions were 
apparently stron^dy against any diviakNi 

ut the company on the kt'kitiJs that stk li 
a move w<iuld not bnng siiffrcient he* 
nehts to justify it. Hut dunng iIh* ciKirac 
of the last few weeks ihey uppear to 
have done a sudden turnaround. Accord* 
ing to sources in the capital this wnx 
caused by high'krvcl intervenlKin fr«Kn 
the finance ministry. *naK about-turn *s 
attributed to the clout wtuch the Hharal 
Ram family, esp^ially Vivek Hharat 
Ram, is sakl to wield within titc Prime 
Minister's nner circles. 

But whichever vray the ttnandal n* 
ftitutiafls turn at this moment, rl 
certain that within the family iisetf there 
are serious doubts about the f)CM 
trifurcation. Under the trifurcatHKt the 
Bharat Rams would have a clutch of 
companies including Shrvam Pibres, 
DCM Toyota, DCM Data IVuducts and 
the DCM fbi^ry. Apart from Shrirsm 
Fibres tdiich has always betn run tide- 
pendently by Anin Bharat Ram. all the 
other companies are losing concerns. 
However, the Bharat Ram family hopes 
to collect 00 the land bonanza which 
could run into several hundred crores. 

month as the negotiations un the 
tnhircation were taking place, the Detd 
admnistration gave the thun^sdown to 
DCM's plans to dose down their factory 
at Bara Hindu Rao. DCM sources be¬ 
lieve that despite the latest setback the 
deal wid go throu^ sooner or later. The* 
n>w in the family is as always taking its 
tok m the company. On 26 Novetnbtf a 
apecial meetiiw convened by (he board 
cook place. But no agen^ for the 
meeting had been drculsted till the night 
before. And as the family fight rages, the 
agenda for DCM is going to remain vety 
unclear. 




A boss turns union leader 


A former managing dtrerior of Ennort Foundries makes 

corporate history 


I I wii^ ;iii evrnt wulviul ^.ly rtr^irded 
prci*(‘(k'nt in histurv. On 

:PMHii)brr ihe hinmi nwnagtnk! diro(*- 
lot t>l (lN M.‘Klra<<*ha'k'd. llmlup-imiM'd 
Knnttfi* F«iuiidih*M Utl iKKLl. CS.S. 
SoKv. ni.Kk> It 4 hvchkJ homn'timiric hy 

w;ilk!M)> n\ its (h* pri'sKk'iil <il llw 
wuikci'^’ iiiiK<i St’Uv Ilk’ 

urikM) I’UilRMi iiikl won wMh hii <n*ur 
wIh'Imimik MMjorilv Ik’dimg stMWHkd 
U1«Kir k*4ik’i R. Kiiiht’ 1.11 
"t .ir>i ihnikil/ Niv> N’ltv alMiur Its 
hew Tok* III Ih’ Ibkl (|liu .h IIh* 

nvirktiaiiv: durtiiK o( FPL sub^durv <i( 
A^hik U’vLuti, hts'oiiM* «d sunk’ ihtlvr* 
viMv- >>f iifHJikAi with (U’ hiMrd of 
tlirwtoi •> ;iml sol ik’d dr*w*n (<•» ix’A’oIuI 
hui Iakn mIh’iIiiK’ Ik’.idmg his own 
nH’i.dliMtiHal firni. Just wlrii hs* thooght 
I lull hi' IivikK lit KPL h;Kl kegntlcn 
him, llui’c wi^kvrs knoi’lu^d on lii» 

Jiail IKK dm III t’viv tktolvT With x 
sinnigi' - ilwl Iw slmuld bs’aaur 

llw miRin prosHk’iil 

SvUv W4S a ImC (Kiharius a1 Hi si on 
whi’tlfr (hi' iftfiH’soiiH* rv|)rvx<*nitxl (In* 
dis'iskMi of llu’ t’liiirt’ lH(X)>»*r<ifig VHxk* 
fiwic. VS4> Ixkk ill Ills MU duys a( KKL. 
Siitv had toU an annist'd group 
W'ln’kers that Ik’ would hkv 1 o be the 
vii«*-|)rcsxk*n( nf ihe uiuon. while 
Ik’ wts iIk’ tihuri (Avcuiiw of the 
c«enp<iriv. Hi> .iini, hi’ lud said, was to 
fw .1 •^xAi’siiwm of thi- wnrticrs who 
wouki ik’ ahk' Ui miIvi’ ihvtr imthlems 
Hivl not |us( « bliss win) W’lnikl sit iKHiss 
Ilk’ itfbk’ 

’Dim* itiys bu r. II! workers c.uiii’ In 
Setty ii» pledge thi*ir lailh in him. But 
the former nianagins drectur niade it 
sbsuhitely iVar that Ik* would abide by 
the uld stofians—the evokitRUi of sys- 


For At mtoii Ii 9 eWet ol 
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tMthinM|MMiil«aii 9 ltD 0 

hippyiii^poiitfifeirtir 


lems and proic'dures f<ir iill iiutili'fs 

concerning tlk*ii' func tmiung at'd tiirn\ 

di'kiphne Hi (Iw wotk>^H ns well as 
within thi* union: 

'the workers jktt’picd the conditions. 
Sttiy was naturally overk'lK’lmcd b> ihi* 
gesture AtlcrHll. ihc workcis had now 
M’ceiKed him "as tlx’ir lender, in a 
dillervni role Irom whiit I had licki niiU’ 
year« ago m tin* s.itm’ premises", lie 
’UikI. And on 2H Oiiolier he cinciued 
v'K'lonous. 

htr ihi’ workers, ihe chimv of Soitc 
1 oiH.*HdllH* union was, pi’rlwps. a logir.il 
one. given his kiaovk’dge of KKI.’s 
Morkiiig and ir> view of Itic wage uktix’- 
nieni ubied for review al tlw yeur end. 
Mosi of the lop executives in Kl'l. had 




'1 


C.S.*. Myi mattig sorporMt hMlory 

been appointed and iramvd by Setty and 
tlie prenem nianagine director, 1 >. 
VaMidevu Kao, was rinniKT dirivior at 
that tiiTH*. 

On the other hand, hinvever, speccilA* 
iHxis vrere rile thai tin* RKt. nunage’ 
merit was not irxi happy with the new 
turn of events. Perhaps Setly s ihor- 
(Mgh luvm’ledhte about the wix'king of 
l:PL as wcl as ns idsmcomings po»cd u 
threat to them. Hut Vasudeva Kuo 
denies these rumours saying that Setly's 
new role would now ensure snitMith 
running nf the company as he w<iuld bv a 
useful bridge between labour and man¬ 
agement. 

And that leaves EKl. in a unigne 
situation. Not that thosi’ pnihlems ^s'hlch 
fenced Setty to outl nine vears ago haw 
all disappeared, but he will now have to 
deal with them differently. Of course, he < 
his the advantage uf knowing w’hHt card 
(he present MD holds. All ui a)), it is an 
experimem which (he corporate world 
will keenly watch. 

B. BMfWM gkigh/MMkM 
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Still not oka y at Orkay 

Wiffi fulling pi'odtictiofi and a co/uinuing liquidity crunch, 
(he (exdfe mill tv yet to come out of the woods 


C 'est U SH‘ IS lhi‘ Ms M Ukh wcC 
Fiimtslu'd, inr coiiditHincd bunch 
tiuii (Jrk;iv Silk Mills* K«ipiil Mchra had 
purr’k^'H.tl yi’ar ajt«) when he was 
iilrcadv in de ep waters l.illle (Ik) the 
I Orluiy Imiss then reaJis«* ilwt ihc name of 
lus (H'(*«in k^niiiK vtfKscl, whH'h means 
Hhis Is Ilkiiiuld well signify In pluiii' 
j nk»tinK hirium*. The buiwh iiseK itot 
Mehromin furrlwr roUKh waters wMh hs 
. ciniipany < sturehnklets demand9i]2 ^ 
: )u«tirK*niinn fnr its purchase. Mehra and 
I il was needed In iranxpnn yarn: the 
. shareholders wondered why air* 

I (xmditioiK^d r(K)ifuri was reeved lo 

I iransiKirT yin.. Hur di*spi(e all his 
' miHtK' iiMkertkeis. Orkay is now cAuieht 
in H VICIOUS whirlpiK)l wha h has created a 
itcvere bquidiiy crumh lor the company. 

' Bel ween Auitusl And Ocioher, 

I Urkay's prodthHKm has faBen irom a 
I peiik (d 4lKl tonnes to a ineaicre 2T*) 
I tonnes. 'Rtere has been a cuiwequeni 
I reduction in stocks fnim a hi^h of MK) 
I tunnes to an all*iime low of KK) tomes. 

I The Orhey oWt ee : mulDpIs proWomo 


Hie Steep fal m production Ibs resulted 
from nA avadatHlky of funds to porch* 
ase the raw maicr^ UMT. (rum Bum- 
bay Dyenx. Orkay reportedly owes Ks 
;i itores tu Kuenhay Dyeing Store 
Bombay Dyeing dues not ipve iredil. it 
has suspended supplies of l>MT to 
Orltay. And the reduced storks in turn » 
affecting the ronipany's borrowing 
rapKky againsl hyputhKition. In fad, 
Mehra has had tu hypothecate his luxury 
veud to Nagarjuna Kinance tct secure a 
ksm (if Rs 31 lakhs. 

The funds cruis has hit Orkay m 
another front loo. Under an AmerKan 
Express loan scheme, the company liad 
imported lOU Sulzer bom fur its Ibtal* 
ganga plaiif m 196&*R6 at a cost of Ks 
lOOcrures. Only 12 were instaBed whde 
the rest are in bend as Orkay has been 
unable to fork out Ks 10 crores to pay 
the (hrty. Mehra obviously lacks Uie 
cluut u( Reiante’s Dhifubhai Ambani fur 
he has been unable to nuke the texuk 
cufitfTBssraner agree to clear the Sulaer 



kioms under tht lUO per cent export 
scheme which has a duty component of 
onfy 2S per cent. Since the \oon\% were 
Ui be paid foe in Swiss francs, Orkay is 
caughi in double bind: the appreciatutg 
value of the Swiss franc and an increase 
in the enpiKi duly from 45 per cent 
earlier to 95 per cent this year. 

VMule Kapal Mehra was not available 
for comment, mdusiry sources feel that 
his troubles siem fnxn hi$ efforts to 
artiiicialy shore up his balance sheet and , 
keep his share prKe^ high Mehra*s < 
diffKullics date back to 19H.5 when he | 
8uiU*red a peisreaf Inss of R< TiU crures I 
on ilv' stock exchangi* while allegedly ' 
manipuLiting the Ork.*!)' share prices. At i 
that lime, he had reiK^unci^d his nghis in 
shares at a premium of Ks 75 to Rs It)] ' 
per share. Orkay shares were ihcn 
rukng between Ks IK5 am! Ks and 
! Mc^a made a hefty prolit of Ks 27 
I CTorti. Then came the craidi .i. sliares of 
fiUment yam curtipaiiws and Orkay slid 
to Rs IN in one yeiir and Mehra was 
saddled with a kiss of R> 50 crorea. Ife 
paid gp by reportedly discriing about Ks 
'jn cmrvi from Orkay Silk Mills to 
investment companies owned by him | 
and other associate compjnies. i 



Kapei UWira. In a ttpM spot 


(nlereslingly, in this context, the 
chairman of the Stale Hank of India, 
D.N. Ghosh, has observed: "The pre¬ 
sent difficulties the company has landed 
into have been due to fa; delay in 
implemenuitiOR of their modernisation 
plans, while huge capital expenditure 
kaUKies have been incurred, and b«- 
oeGts ibereef could not accrue on 
account of non-inslalldtlon nf Sulzer 
looms: <b) diversion of shon*tenxi re* 
sources into bng*term uses; (c) unscru* 
pubus practices reportedly foUowed by 
the compa ny like custotw duty evasion, 
trading in their own shares, shady deals 
wkh their associate concerns.’' 

Orkay is also saddled with a host of 
sbowcause notices from the customs, 
(ncofne*ux and excise departments for 
non-payment of arrears aggregating to 
more than Ri 10 crores, besides, the 


HHHIl 





I company owes Rs 3 cmres to its fixed 
I deposit holders and the interesT on this 
; has j^lr>e tip to Rs lakJu«, llx- 
; company also owes around Rs 40.WH>fo 
the bariks as brokenKe on fixed de* 
posits. An these aa* not reflected m 
! Orkay's balance sheet wbch has been 
svindow*dressed to show a profii •hefore- 
Ux of H$ 61 iTores. 

I'he financial crunch has taken fls tod 
; <in many of the company s plans mm>. 

' Orkay has Kttisoned its niuth puNkised 
plan to come out with a cjncer drun last 
year. Earlier, il wive up it< pbii to start 
the ixiuntry's first five^sUr Atuidni: res* 
lauranl in lie-up with Ravi ('ihai of 
Kwality. In desperation. Orkay rixjcntly 
started trading in timber pindutts iin< 
ported from the iCastem Mck iiHintncs 
inld KaiKlIn port. 1'his stratt^gy has paid 
off because timber supobi^rs give i\ 
credit iH^rud <ir IHd days and Orkav sefls 
the Ihrou^ lour agents in north* 
em hidui on cash basis, particularly 
1 sulving Its Tiiaskive hr)uKhty problem. 

It is not without rea^^n tii.M Orkay s 
bankers are unlKi|>py with tlie furh'tKMv 
mg of the ctmipaiiy. In June, tlie SKI 
cliaimiaii had cominented: 'I'ht I'rjoi* 
pjny has ntother adhered to any fiiuuKul 



lUialM ehra's troubles stem Irow 

his bebnet sheet wd ke ep hb ^ j 
s Iwpito iNi^.^iiffi cuHies 
' date beck' to ISKubenhe 
suWerod ipericiii llossolRsM i 
croros on the stock eschante 


discif^ine nor fulfilled it^ comnitmenls. 
Despite the various unsaiisfactury fea* 
tures in their operations, we did oyfm to 
the rescue of the company vi the recent 
past and ki the process we have an 
irregularity uf about R$ 10 crurcs.” 

While Kapaf Mehra may, m resigna¬ 
tion, say "This is life", he is for the 
present using his luxury launch to take 
bankers and foreign coDaburators on sea 
rides from Bombay to PaUlgani? in 21) 
minutes of absolute comfort against a car 
ride lasting more than hours. But 
<ts llte SHI ciiannan rviiurkcd. "The 
oxnpany should nm harbour an impress¬ 
ion that they can take the banks Uw a 
Hde." The warning beU has been rung 
for Mehra: he has to sail Orkay tu safe 
waters—and soon. 

Ulfi taHa/SM^ 

IWHDAV* .1l»»i 



( COLL ABORATIONS^ 

Impressing the Russians 

Hajiy (fandht's >^^hi^'kt(h utm an afier'dinner nicetinf^ with 
Fresuh’tu (forthu fuT into a hrainsa>rmin}i scssufn 


W Im! <IhI kllkluil tnxUMlH’V . 11 x 1 

Kaiiv flaixlhi (k( .illn ilmikr <iii 
IIh' Swii-l f*ivsMlr*iii*H bvt iii\ in lieOH^ 
liistimi of rc’liniig hM ;in ;U 1 <'r ilinrH’i 
<lKTrv«iiHUig2ii tlu’ Cwi>k';Hl<’r'« cknidid 

It v^.|s IHIH' hu Ih’IKki kire. 

Im uiiinvs.'^ iIh’ Ku>M:in'>. cIh* IrNlviii 
swk WiMvk’ll 4 KII SIMM* (4 IIh* nMItUlV 
iiiid Ik*'U I.«’«iiIiuu tl < w«iv 
IikJm’s K'kHiNiiiiiunu.itHais i/.u S.1111 
INlriKki He w:is fulhmed hv HtixhM.iii 
I l.esvr ill,HI nun AdxA luiiiguh .iinI 
(k’lviHV mnnstry's H'MiUifii'.KlMNi'i V h 
AiuiVhlMkiin rhr (liri’c iik’ii giivr iln* 
Ku««i:in ksidei .1 ihu* htnii UhIviiuimiIi* 
rundown im lrMli.(^ .xhicM’nM’iits ai .1 
IxM nl lu U*ih fH’kl<. 

hlr<Hki hegvii ht '.dkiiig .iIhmji h(% 
hraiiwhiM C Ihu und it< <K’hk’vciiwills. 
Hut h(* (bdirt n-Mml fimiM'll to iiisi th.u 
He 4lso W4*m on to to givi* |Ih‘ Kiissbiiv; 
I 4 hud's'cyc VK'W (4 IihIh’s iMirgt'oning 
computer ii.dus 1 i\ wrih sjieiMl rt'ler* 
etue to pt*rMiii;il i-oniputiTs. (l.iugulv 
.iral AnjnaihaLiin lfii>k Ilk* Uitt tunkwT 
rnlo llic arena ol higi> l<%lmohigy, 
Oanguly icivc the Sroiet lVv:>id('iil .1 
i loser kx4 ;it (ndn s xltK’UirKul^ in 
IIk’ contnversial fk'ld of bHitcchnokig)’. 
Aninac’halain fnUowttl il up wnh a talk q:> 
aviation :ind a\ulHin*ri’lait>d iiKdrih. 
Among}(1 iAlier Ihings Im* laflicd alxmt 
was the hyper pfcvie. 

I^ly ol course, th** aim va< t<i 
impTrsii the Russians with Ih)' 1 ;k 1 that 
Imlia IS also a 1ediK>logk~4] |)ow«‘t hi Uh 
own rigltt. But beyruxl that the* guvc'fn- 
nienl was alsii keen lo &lv»w the Kus- 
sianx that there mrghl hr* areas wlM^e 
the two might profitably work logethei 
or e>‘en set up joint ventures, Kur 
inaiance. the Russians are ^ kmg way 
behiiKl the West in the use of personal 


sisiiiHircts *WI Iroin tlie livdiriii pism of 
vh w. 4iM* iipuitli Rnsit .1 would give llw 

HkIiKIiv .111 r cicM moils lillip ,m<l M V.ist 
lU’U C<S|KMt MMrkct 

In ilu liehl ol .iM.itHru. Oio, the* liKlmn 
itMiii was lairtiil |o siicss ihat it (inild 
I'll ;i ku ol e.ips bn ihr Kussiims. Hie 
I kiissMn> li.ivt •* inmcitul iind wt'li 
a vi.it ton indusirv hut theiV 
.iro alia*' liki .iVHniHs Khric lht*y arc 
loLjlisviv h.iikwairl iraiipaiiHl lo IIk' 
VSVsi. Ariin.ii haliiin hnilcd ilut Inilm 
^oold suixdv sMiiH’ til ilu' Uvliiiologv 
mIikIi iIh Kl|s^,|]n^ m'vti 
! Bui It was not just .11 .im' ut lilt' Indian 
. side Hving toini(>rcs> iju* Kuhskiijs with 
0111 U'cliiiol'igKal inowos, Bui. 
.ififuivitllv. tiorkH'lH'V Mas<<[u:iilyk('ti) 
lo g«i an Hit a ol IihIm s .iIxIuk'h in Iht' 
hi-let 1 1 lU'kK Mis (hud .Mientiflc .tdvi* 
Mir, (Ksijaan, wtv> was alM> picst'iit at 
Ihe aiU'i dinner meeting ni IIk I'riinc 
Mnuster’s Iniuse. was aisn s.ud to have 
lesjioiHlc'd posi 1 i\cly lo ihe espoKhinri. 
And Ihe U'sulis ol ihi* meeting were 
pi'rlups tefletled 111 I lie Anal coinmuTn* 
que issued al the end ot ihe Russutn visit 
whu'h intdurh'S a paragrapli s^iying 11 "is 
iS'iCssdTv lo mi'el llte incri'using re* 
quiremenis o| coumnes for high rjuHltty 
prwtiKis uf Iniest let hnologv by t)|ferinK 
to ('M*h other latest indigetH/usly de- 
Nvlojud le«*hiK4ogies and wtuk nut spe*- | 
nfic (irojecls uf r<v)|K'rali<in, through | 
jomi fese<»rch and develoijnK'fil'’ Hut j 
tukliv eiHKjgli I Ik* Indian government has I 
het'Jj relH'riil hIhiuI puhlicisuig ihc nieet* 
intf which ended around midnight on 
Saturday, 19 Novcmlx'r, But if things 
wdik out the right way, then, perhaps 
we will hi- seeing resuhs flowing frrim it 
in Hie near future. 

Parsn BuMrMinaivAlitw PuM 
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I ndMn tiuwivnefl who 
WADI 1o hviv ilv' Dleasir 


I WADI lo hviv ilv' pleasurT 
Ilf flyim ibutf in M own 
lric]iy*<n*^ privK« )ptt wl 
nuw bavr lu lay huiiily fnt 
lln' privifeiK. Airvady svver* 
«l bcorywci#i bv^mMWn 
mriudiMiheHiiidujnv Maw 
UMn. (he wd 

w«nl Mhan hat‘e apcAed 
In buy iJa lAtrnrr 2^whid) 
\* hnns produced a (he Nw* 



OenMgr amfi; CMey 





9ff‘ 
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ped nolooly^wde p h nw. 
SuMT must Uofiwr buyers 
are ipsvenmeni urfewa' 
(IMS Brc the arfrift’eand 
(he foesi jiuad. they vvn't 
t'tmiilaraw. Hut e iwnhK <4 
pm'Ble buyers an beisimi 

to hvl (ha ihey ae laewma i 


T^HCjSm 

fs^fXidd 


UUithmost ot their 
Vw takeow bids co 


raw deal 




T umiTi]| a ihm nsKfea 
lia» itUuieH Med kail 


dustan Aerunaulics Ltd 
(KALi tvtny a Hanediire. 
Uut iherr «ime-><r ratber 
ncntal caches. The 
pbftes whK h ctme ready W 
takndf frun the IIAI. pri^ 
GkMiiiw tar are pirnffio be 
rvUlivety eipensive pcs^ua- 
one itisi 

anjund Ks 7.5m«vs Tt» a 
a prvi 1 y Hivrp price when d 
B posaMe to bio* Uvniers 
HI Ormaiy tor around 
Ks 5 iTires. The each here 
K in dw hifth nose and 
other duties wtah are sbv- 


I lia»<tuipieHMedbqiM‘ 

taron Viiay Mallva frnni 
eyonc rnrapanrs ba ll home. 
Hr h vyra fnr (he Ks 4^i> 
erore IW'btacd AHa UmI 
whose Swr^ parem is the 
work! leader A eqvicmeiH lor' 
Airy, food prucessind and 
brewery units, areas in 
niarh Malya has mitrresis. 
Malyaw trymft to beexme 
the Indar part ner and « 
chasr a AHa Lat'al shit es 
owned by chairTnan Kamaljii 
Sa^Eh and the (hit Ynm. 
MeanwMe. Malyas ftemer 
ctaHtMMiln'eN.K. Smut 
who has started his (fwn inn 
■I hme. IS hxAntafier Un> 
Hed Hreweries' laest ac- 
(aataiun. W««(em inefaa Kn- 
jBnemv. h isa araUBc 
UlienveripventheUH 
mpin\ Rs S< i)*crure ex* 
pansim pnnects. 


VY takeover bids comintt a 
cropper in the CDurie of the 
year, the controversial Hin* 
d(^ have now come up with 
a rnore open proposal: a 
(ieup wHh Indian Airtnes to 
float a joint aecta air iaxi 
company. The nonresidsnt 
SoA broiberi have ofieced 
tocunoibuie 60 per ceM of 
the equity in the new 
pany and have nvHed i A 10 
putinihebeUncedtipcr 
cent. Moreover, they wiD 
contnbute to the iharehold* 
min hard cuRcncy. 






f 

T he ripples <4 the Kv 

Itana'lairsen and Ti 


V|fy IWl|ii:l*aoi>w Bw««a 



I hana'lairsen and Toub 
co merjKC are btyiiirnnu to 
sifoside but tin' quc^tHins 
aman How dvl the Amlw 
ns iranaiK* to pn»ve that 
they had eiwukHi shares to 
wrest citfitni of the i‘<m« 
pary? Had thev presented 
(heir shares hr remslRibnn 

at ihe time w^vn ttwy weru 
invited to (cm the bi Ah' 
tf ihQ' didn't, how tW they 
co n viire Larsen and Toubn 
(Borman Niky [ k:$ai that 
they did inde^ liave the 
^rolinc inteml in the 
con^y? And are they no 
setliiijt the shares re0Stci 
with the company^ 

But ever, if these ques* 
rionsstiH remain un* 
answered, it is probably 
acadeiw now as the Ami 
ns are obviuusly firmly ir 
saddle at L&V. 


I 





Rajiv comes calling 


The Prime Minister's visit to Amethi and Rae Bareli is marked by fiery 

speeches and rousing receptions 







T bt rurnuun flowed thick and Cait. 
'Phat Kajiv Gandhi was in danger 
of laaing his constituency to the 
OpposUion’s Sanjay Shigh; that the 
prime minisierial motorcade would be 
greeted by Mack flag demonstnbons in 
case Raiiv Gandhitrip tu Amethi did 
materinlise; that it was time Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi started looking around for a new 
constituent y; and so <m. Kut the l^rime 
Minister s three>day visit lo Ametlu and 
Kae Hareli between 22 and 24 Novem* 
her Uid to rest all these rumours. Jt 
cimfinned yet again that. Hofors or no 
Bufors, Kajiv (iandhi still ei^iyed the 
confidence of the pcopk*. 

1'hv Prime Minister’s motorcade 
which passed through 50 remote villages 
WHS Slopped freguently by curious villa* 
gers who awaited his arrival with flowers 
and garlands. And as the l^me Minster 
and his wife moved frnm village to 
village, accepting petitions (totalling 
alnvist kirjubs. constructvxi ol 

roads, hospitals, schooU, etc., the Con* 
gross workers raised slogans like: 
'Hamc* i\s ctvihiye sonv chaitdi. fame 
cAahiye Hofiv Caiidht (We do not want 
g<ild or silver, we want just Kajiv 
Gandhi)” and "Sonia bhaijfi aaytv ham, 
nayt coshrtf layee ham (Soma, our sister- 
in*law. has come with ne« hopes for 
us)*’. 

Not only were the black of the 
U^sitkm’s supporters trussing but so 
was their leader, Sanjay Smgh, who was 
away on a padayatra. The tumultuous 
welcome that the Prime Minster re¬ 
ceived from the people only emboldened 
him to laurch a virulent atuck on the 
Opposition, especially the National 
Front. Denouncing the front as a collec¬ 
tion of "njas. maharajas, aamcedars" 
and a few owners of big newspapers, 
Rajiv heaped abuse on the front’s lead¬ 
ers at all his pu^ meetings in Rae 
Bareli. Jagdishpur, Gaurigani. at the 
Congress woriters’ meeting in Amechi 
and at the Youth Congress convention. 

'Hie Prime Minister singled out the 
National Front for his scathing attack 
brushing off suggesuoAS that he should 
not refer to any one group. Before 
independence, it was the ‘'rajas'- who 


cepiK«. Arun Nehru, who now repre* 
HerHs t*K* < on^lituefK’y in the Lok Sabha, 
too K 111 no posh ion to capitalise on the 
PniiH* Minster s r^umnicting popularity 
in Kae Bareli (In (act, Nehru is said tv 
be kxikmK around (or n new constituen¬ 
cy.) It IS liiile wonder then that Kajiv 
Gandhi has uimc'd dvwn the olfer to 
cuntesi the l.ok Sahha elections frtim 
Kae liHrdi. 

Kven as th.' pi-ople of Amt*thi bent 
owr b»(’kwards to Kt*k’onie their "Rajiv 
bhiuyya" and "SoniM hhaivf. the Prime 
Movsier responded hy dcn laring ttiat he 
would lYmtest the elerlionsTrom Amethi 


thundered. And once again. "tiK'se 
rajas, maharajas and zaintfiiars along* 
with a few big newspi^r owners have 
ganged up to form the NatKaul Fruit 
and divide the natBUi" 

Kafiv also reverted to llte time tested 
Congress slogan of “jetrUM hat**" and 
declared: "Rashtnya rmtrvha ka kamu hat 
nv ny yiande badina atir afwaah fatUtna 
lekm fiamara kaam hat gahh* hatmna 
(The National Krini changes rts flag 
every day and rumours hut we 

work to eradKate ouveriv)”. 

In Rac Kareb. however, (he Pnme 
Muastcr received a much subdued re* 


Rape Oaidhieurtfig Me vM to AmUM: peputor m ever 


only, tven it he did not come lo 
campaign, the people will ensure that 
(he Opposition candidate loses his de¬ 
posit". he thundered. And as if to 
challenge (be Opposition, the n>iit<ircade 
drove pasi Sanjay Singh’s palace thrice, 
but llwre not a whimjier of pcolest 
from the Oppusition camp. 

So, the lYime Minister returned lo 
UeOu a much more confident man. Now 
h is the (^qxishioii that will Imve to take 
a second look at its strategies, if it hopes 
to t^e on Hgjiv Gandhi in the next 
elect mna. 

tifK thuhlwAwMttf 


EvM M to pmUi e( AnuM 
MlUvlM'iW'Sgto 










HOKUKS 


The plot thickens 

\nx' published hy I hc Hindu expose ihe eover-up 


i 1 I .1 >MMI Ikll IlKiLt Ims Ks 

, Hire 'N N't III Ihl’ Imi(s IUjI It 
uill iijj .i|i.iri ihr uniiy. 

lidi >ij l<ii, ;ill tht li<(lorv I'H 
VjK lidkl Ivtwit/iT sfrim lo h:i\r 
iwiijiiil .iw.H .ii iliK ^•i»M*num’hr'* 
ClrdltHtll V. 

Ihl' t.’lU' *! l^lrtMls I'kl'IdsHiT) t*:illH’ f«l 
NimkiiU'I, \u*h ill! iniMk.itHin lA 
New '•i'liri ff«i«iifiK iil- tn /hr hiinhi 
Thr |j.i|N'i IlhI bsi iirmiifl Mi^i>rs' 
Irk «!"• .iMil In ri|rH nIV muifh'> .|^» ;il)fl 
' ihrir w;i' '<|h'i iihtnMi (ImI jI lutl wMh* 
<Iki\sm tii»m tiH .ilLuk I ill 1 I In' fHiMir.i 
lim ni ihi 't ildMii)irn1> »i'. well .is I In 
P iJllrtil ifir .iiIk'i iIk N. Ktllll 
Siihnini.irikiiiii oM<k< it ik.ii tlmt */7>r' 
Uiml'i ImiI iit\ (»i .imiiHituiHrft Hi. 

Mu liiU'^l iiiiH'iit*> <M tk' lolkiw 

MUl (lllMiiS 

• l<.iii\ <iiMiilhi Iuh! '>Ii4 m 

oiinviru dial |ki|or'> iiM^'lii 
)m\*‘ (>.iiiI tMi work ’ siuh ;i» 

ItHlllsIn.tl rs|Ni<1|..yi II w’liuh Irfsr iIm 
K i A'< ‘I n I Tu' n I M lull i m il i ihfi n I /7 n > / huh 
(ItnniriNli.ilr(l (li.il iIh* jkormnlN wtnr 

nut loi inihiNlrM} rs^ioiujfv bul lot 

"SiMViaf pliillliitMHi ol rxii iHiifornI huM 

iH''^' in Indtr, In otlHi wonK IhtA 

<cifnnijNNK>?iN imkI in ii>;rniN 
* Kajiv iii'<o sikI iluil the kpnvnutK'nl 
fK'rrl It'll he niKkilv loiKrnK'd Um ihim* 

I here whn no vvk1('in*c lo ikil 

llir iiuMu V wrni to IrMliaiis'H ih.>l il 
{hi K M u inQiit >iu'(* 1 1 le M*ka tn m i >t l Ih> uun 
; linl. dolors' (<inliA’l w*)ili S\«'iKkj 
ipufilhUml hy Y7 n* Uuiflui lynrtl lh.il (Ih* 
pnvinrilK wrtv “Niih)(v1 in you oi I Ik* 
IkihifN Mik* rrinvNt nlalne tn ihr irm 
I 1 1 irv >0V(nL’ us a vii isJ.m ion (<HihmulM hi 
I that the i>nk'i i> iIk* resull id vinir 
fffinls". As JkjJors' >ok' r«'|»rcs**nijliN*e 
was Win Chjilli. 1 . thi' cmilrtKi priwed 
' iNal at k'.isl uiir Indian was mvolvt^ and 
. tli.ii llic wKuik* ik*al wns siKYifKaUv ' 
: ahouT ^tlin^ I hr liuhn's ^ojii si'kvU'd | 
♦ Tin* IlinJiijas Iwve am.sistcnily 
; claimed ihai they wt'rr lud invuKrd m 
I Bohns anif V7j(' W«n/u ikh unN'nls nien- ' 
j iH'inny; tk’^n ari* kwRcnes I'he 
I m<M)| .•;«H<iiis ti> h:n>* vii(>piirlHH this 
i Stand. 

I Bul 'J7n‘ rutiniduivd a 
I Ironi Bh* (Jury ol tonner K<dors' presi¬ 
dent Martin Ardlai in winch lie reterre*! 
I<i meetings with tlir ihndupi brothers tn 
l.ondim, TIh* diiiry eniries suggested 
^ lliai from the iinu' I Nr si arxlal hrukc. 
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Ardlwi. ihe ilindu>i?. aiiH the iNcseill 
tnanag^ nierri of BoJuIn Iwl pCanned tfN* 
. lONer up logrthtT 

Anybody rvadnig iIh m’ diNUiiHniN 
I ould iM d lad to ht* <t nn k h\ t tie I a i ilui 
• tiH’ s1nr>’ Xht'V toM was cidtiplelely .*1 
variame wiUi the* vvision ilotted uui he 
(kdeiN e nuniNl4*r K.C Bant wink parn* 

I (iprfting m iIm' ri'ieiii parliMiNmiarv 
(k'baie tai BtjhirN. 

i n llir circumNiarNei. tl iiNAiiahk’ 
ikil VTn' i/mc/n dis( Insures wsHild Net 
oft aiHiilK*i sionii thi iIk' tL*\ they 
apja ared. J.unta MB Madhii Ikmd.ivaic 
iiMived A niiiiKHi m Or i/4t Saliki 
tk iiunduig ilut K.C B.nil in.ike a liesli 
Htateiirnl on Or insin' ttir fK]nih 
Speaker sjnd he w'ouhl allow «iHisid«^ng 
' Or iinKioiu. and Ui^NiMiion nieinirrs 
I s|N’ni MhaiiOiour ihi Oirii hvi <k*inan* 

I (bug ih.li Hr Bottirv issu<* In* reiHriN’d 
i It wiis I lear that tlr Congrt^ssi h kid iy< 
I Niralegv to (upe with Or disikrwiie> 

[ aiHJ Oh* Irsi Ik* par tv could ni;in.ig** u .i*- 
\ a brave Hlorl l»> Bnya Kankiti H.isiiiun' 
sin. tht* niiiH>t('r ol stale tot oiiiinH'ree, 
U* r.itsf Ole death (d a |>r(*H.N wiuker in 
Ik’ligal mstead 

’IIh* pKenuirril was also <*nil».ifi<is- 
sed h> a nNiim written by Kajiv fiarvihi 
on November, ou1 lining Ins resiioiiNe 
to the pcivik'ge niniHin on fkilors. Kapv 

, r TtHMiritiilBn iipliilMinwi 
I on2SNov«inber,wilhthe 
I iwbiotimoliwwtwret 

downwiti by HNWiobL 
Anybody mdiif 4wn eoHd not 
M to be ttruek by the fact tM 
r thiitoiythtytoldn* 

j complitolyatvartMCOwilhthe 

I vonien trotted oel by dofonce 
I mfMterK.C.Pint«Me 

pattipHing in the recent 

I pMianMTtwyMMte 



nuKk* lus rneiiNi avail.ihk u> tht* 
iHrfi nnnlriN w'k> liati laisrd thr pri 
vik'gi* u>sir. Inn ihr sland ii i«">k had 
already Uvn imdrird itj'vvMlive In 
press rev rial Mills f '»i ni'laiKt. it 
scHiidit In diNrugaid 'Um lUiuht disilu 
sure. oT June IPHM In saving "Thi* 
<tueslio.i of ihr .nil hen licit v ol crriani 
pa|rr> pi:l>ks)h‘(i hv Uu UiikIu vvIii«’Ii 
jMiiiMMi In r«>niH t p.iviiirNlN tnadi fiv 
linfnrN.. nUinIn releiird tc thr C IO hM 
uiquirv.’' In hit I. thr Swedish i^oseviitoi 
tws tiHihninl lo Ik' v.i>i lii.tl Ou 
Hoiunriils .it<* aiiilK'pinr .* 1 v ihr 

drIeiNe •a‘enN*tl ill chosen 

l'ac(*dwilbllrv lU'w icvrLiiiiin*, the 
OKigiessth disHlisi I lull olleiiu' was 
On* Irsi iklriia' tthul.ini N.ihi A/aJ 
issuetl «i long pies, sl.iiruunl Mainurig 
OmI tir w’lmk* Thing was a voii*.ppraix to 
(k'taiir tlr governmr111 and* iiKu*(!iNh 
enougli (iiK'stsMniig f'lk Ihtklu's p,ip 
nolism. UttuT CoiigirsNili MBs left 
k-H k (HI rk* iniKofKHHwiivd i\|H'ilu*iit ol 
calling V'ishwan.iih Bialap Singfi natiws. 
Impuig to link his 111! s|Minsihle i h.iiges 
akhil K.ajiv s Swiss knik .Mionni kj 
ill esc new. suhvt .mt i.J, well* 
(kennrnU'd vWIosuus 

W h ii tlr goM tiiiiunt w'ill rsivv i* 
uiK lear. Tlr B.IB presKU nl LK. 
AOvani suggoled in a pK ss sl.iK nk’lil 
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Th« Solort <9Hr 


that th«*re was "t:ilk \rt ^nvniriK’nt 
circles about askme K(>f«»rs tu |kiv bA k 
the Rs W crore?”. but insist thJ iliat *'rhc 
crime is too svniHis to be atoned in ihi^ 
manner since the ix'unirN has been 
defrauded by Bofors ' Ccrtaiiilv, askm^ 
fur the money back would be the ca^iesl 
approtich. In his Si 'Nt>N) mtentew. Ha* 
jiv said quite cirarly that this riptKin was 
•'still open*’, 

Hnfors would, in atl likeUIvvid. ni<ree 
to this dcniarui *l'he company assured 
the tjovemment in IwO that it w«<ild nut 
use any middlernen. Tlwn, when iIk' 
Swedish Audit Burenu revi^akd that ii 
luid, in (At, p;od oui Ks iTores, 
Holoi's tiMik lefUKo Ik^IiiikI tlw wuidini? 
up chrtrKi'a ar^ment. It said that it liad 
discharg'd Us iiiHldkoTter. but kid paid 
them off anyway. 1 'his defence was 
accepted by ihi* Jomi Bortomeniarv 
Committee, tbuufth nearly rverybiKly 
else rcK^ifdi'd it as laughable 

Thf Hindu docunten's showed h*»w 
Kofors hnd lied. I'he paper reproduced 
invuK'es in whs h the company hsied thr 
payments i<i the akii nts as **co()iniissHHi> 
due t<i you" and many o( the paymetiis 
were nude on •! twrciiitaKe basis. 
varvin |2 accord mit to the value of the 
material shipped. C.loarly, these wm' no 
wirdin^t'Up churpes. 

Botois now has bttic choice tnil lo 
accept that it nussiated ihe case to the 
}]*i\ But 0 ven that Rajiv bus said ivi 
more than one uccntiKm that the itiweni* 
meni will not earn'd the comroct, why 
should It bollicr to repay the K» h4 
croies.' 

Well, bet'ause, thi' armaments rmnu 
faclurer is now eiijEaited in WKOlialuiK 
the second part u( the contract. ’Die 
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Boiofri 


■sta S«s*»«hs* wdastrial s s ciom* 


second order lobtr^ to the supply ol 
iiatre guns and will earn H<4ors hun 
dreds li ciores rraire. Al thi* same time, 
It apprecules that jpven the prevaUinft 
cliiiule ■! India, the ffnemment caniHit 
0ve It nxKe Uisine^a. If, however. il 
makt'S some gesture suih as paying 
bw'k thi' Ks M crorcH. then it oKild be 
said lo have absolvrd itself of its earlier 
bti’Ah of tank And eotdd then be 


reKarded as clean enough to do busiTiess 

with aKdtn. 

In the nrcmnstances, Ks M i rures 
mav seem like h small price lo juiv, 
panicolarly as lioforfl could easily work 
this additioivil (.list inti I the iimuuni il will 
charite India for the second ord«‘r. 
tiia. of course, ts only hvjsiihetu'ul. 

I So lar. India has not ronhriTH'd tlint it will 
! buy more kuus. but tit tk* momeni it 
I seems like the cievetesi cour»(' ol 
I action. 'Fhe Conftress roukl ilien ilaim 
: Uiai Kajiv— once he was naiMiici'd liiai 
i there had txHm ,i breiK’h ol f.uth Kni 
I talked toujth 1u Bolors and hlol die 
I niuntry's money back. In fad. I his lould 
I evTH be turned intu a positive achieve- 
I ment at the next election! 


I t IS this possibility dial wiirnes ihe 
likes of Advani. They fe<*l that hi>f<;Ts 
has been ^dly of a terrible itime and 
must be ma^ to suffer a lemble 
retribution. In fact, this stand is dilficuii 
lu sustain. All arms dealers pay commls- 
siuns; there is nothinj; unusual <ii mom I* 
ly reprehensible abmi ilus. (lesides, 
though Bofors assured the government 
infonnally that it would not use middk** 
men, there was nn such provinion in the 
contract. 

So. if one is to gel nviralistic about 
Bofors, then the Swedes iiuike bad fall 
guya. ITwre ia room for mural outrage. 






FH'FORS 


licjwt'V^r. <*n I wo 

* I hi CHM he shown Ih.n i jwKlum «»f the 
owniht's'^i'in iuuH k!«k 'o livlid -rs h 
bniM* oi a \iA\ riiL 

• 11 kl CHI U' 'lMiM>ii'>fiaT4’f| iliai iIh' 

(nmniiiMnl nf hxli.i in h 

lowr iiM iIlh |H^^^lklnt tU' (ojlli Iconi 
k'inj: hiown 

TIm* III 'I )Oi ttHi«l I. \ irliMlK Hiip<i>s|hk’ 
In sU'l.Hii III. nil lA'vkiHO llul 
I Kajh m am iih iuIh'i oI 11m* 

J^nvIJHIMlH t" ifH r>^IV(4l' kis sur 
1;k< 4| Th h'l :lui 'Im i >}>|>osHti>ii Ikis 
Iks II .ililr \i> ''lltUH'sl tIviI 

ttjn I!liu1il|:i- wlio Il'iiMrrI |Mi1 of ll>* 
mniii V atv Ifkipis 1)1 Amil.iMi fi«h* 


oMjres. the i^ovenvm^ chanjted ns 
Mixy so uhen that a berime sumethinjt 
<4 a UvKbinK $toci(. 

Thr Hindu dorumcni>, however, 
have served to atnfinn the belief that a 
1 'os‘er up was n progress. IVy show 
ihjt ronvnssiiins mninued to he paid 
n>;hi up to the tane thal Svviksh Radio 
hrsi hruke ihi* scandal, ihwt Uui hap- 
IMtitil. HuforSiiinoicted the wmknu-up 
1 iuriies Mtory and backdated lermmaUoo 
lederx to suppiMl it. 

yht documents prose also that at 
k’Msr one of the ihiee companies that 
received the money—is osmvd 
hy (he Hmdupis. a fanuly of wealthy. 
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Two p«pM from Ardbe'a Mry proof 0t t HMdi# Me (AfM) ■» IMule 



I dol's And M<H hiliaii is ii m H'lid of K)«jiv 
tiaNdhi s. Iliis IS haidiv .inm lusivc, /W 
iH|iial]v. It ii»uk] be |Kiint<Hl oul tlMl ihe 
HitmIiiijs kTe.itest rrH^rxl anti lH>u:c*Nt 
ilefeixlnr c Kiim jntimi.il.iiii So far. 
doIhkIv ba^ Mi^Kested ihitl JetlHiubni 
tia'^ hc*oo |irii<l otl. 

Not IS ii tH>s'iibh’ to plow (hit the 
wi oiiK uun w.is sekt'lid because hnhc'S 
weie paid, (K the two iwM ipal conten¬ 
ders. hoih liofors iiitd Solma ore excel- 
IftU vve<t)>iHis <ind Uio dcxisiufi to choose* 
one ovc'i iIk' other wa^ a sulijeclive •xx 
that iiohodv can x'liously gtM*stK)n. 
I’Vrtbei. the tpivennikenl accepted the 
negolialhik' i riiiimnt*i' - endorsement of 
army lieaikju.irier’'^ cImhw of Kofors 
within biurs To ftiRiie that the 

wtemp WAS boiijdd. the Opposition 

would have to say tMi tienerjl Sundarii 
WAS pnid off because it was hi» rertm 
memlilion (hat prevaiJed. 

C hiH's of the rcKinte have only one 
rcrtl irwTui lor inoral outrajre -the 
cover'Up. Kven before 77ie disci* 


f ♦ 


LondcHt'based Indians. And Martin 
Ardbo s dary—leaked abi to The fin* 
do -demonstrates how. from the time 
tlie bCandal broke, he remained m refpi- 
lar touch wAh the Hmdujas. visilii){ 
Umdon no less than fnw titles 1 o meet 
tlwm. As the /ndttn l^xvfi'ss editorial* 
ised last week "Wi the besin^ of the 
diary entries budjte Ra^v from the 
position he touk in (he Si.mdav inter- 
vicw*^*nanKly. that no evidence had 
surfaced against any Imkan? Maw no. 
And for a simple reason: the Hinduja 
brothers have been managms crucial 
witnesses^like Marlin Ardbo and Win 
ChdAa." 

77ie Hwxki. loo. argues that the 
Hinduias faav«* nunpubled the cover-up 
with—It suggests—help from New De- 
Su. The documentaUcin establishes that 
from the start crisis manigemem was 
guided from London wMh offiaN inputs 
(nxn Inda" The paper refers to (but 
does not reproduce) a letter from S.K. 
Bhitnagar. the then defence eecretaiy. 
to Bofm' president Per Ove Morberg. 




This letter, it says, was "made avaiiable 
to Ardbo on m privileged basis, but 
through unorthodox channds". Further. 

It says, a readeng uf the letter suggests 
that, in pnvaie, the guvernnitini took a 
very different atlitu^ tu the commis* 
SKins "from the stanc ndopted by the 
JPC and ihe government in pi^kr" 
f riven 1 his viilumimius dooimoniation. 

I any government should have iiiken some 
Kikm. Strani^lv. nil this regiine has 
done IS dvfvi^ the gun selection and j 
duck the substantive (|ul*sihmi of HindujB I 
divxilvement. Whrii Ifiixtu 6 en*xi*- \ 
iraicd last Juru- ihar Win Chadha was 
linked in the pa\ (kffs. he was pK*ked up 
for gucsiioning (in ih<* flmdujas. 
however. >bv <»ffk'ial lirx- has been to 
disnvhs the IftndvdMiunienis as forger 
ics. dvspiiv iIh' lad (hat sunilar Hmdu 
docunKrnis were ennigh tu lead to an 
inve:«ugaiMin ot Cludha. 

Two wtvks ago. Si disclosed 
that the Swedish pni^coutoi had con* 
hrmed the aulhrniicitv <»( 7lx* ffinda 
dfHxin>ents. so this defviue wn» no 
knger avadabk to iho legiiih . Since 
then. Hfother, more ig*rtssivv,si.Hk'c 
that includes questioning Vhe ifmdu'H 
patnousin lus bi'cii adofittd. 

O ddiv enough, the g«>veriiinent is 
prubnWy most seiurc on itu* issue 
of Hindup itiMilvemriU. While (here is 
no doubt now ihai ihes go( tlie imtiey 
I and that the regime* Uis chosen nut to 
; act against I hem. I his is ii In H pi »i :ii t»t fiut 
few memhefx d tlie ()()|kisi 1 hhi an* 
wtlhng to touch. 

Wilii Uie possible exception of the 
Amhaius, ixi Indian lni'un(*ss fnniily has 
as much cknil among pofilicidns and 
jounialibis as ihe llmdujas di*. Tlw 
Opposilirai—with d lew txrtiouribitf ex* 

' I'eptwns—has been cuiiicnl (o hamnier 
away at Kajiv. without ever raising tlw | 
real issue of Ihe llindioas’ lul Even 
Kvn Jethmalani. once Kajiv’s most ar¬ 
dent guestiiMKT. acluaHy went untiaiion- 
al TV to defend his old friendt. Ihe 
Hmdujas! 

Many in the giAemineiit believe tlial 
the charges of aivcr*up cannot be sub* 
staniiaied without reference to the r<^ 
ufthe Hmdujas. As few m the (Opposition 
have the stnmach or the inclmatiui to 
Lake <Mi Uis tanuiv. officials think it 
jvobabic ilui the ctivef-jsp issue will not 
lake off. 

In that case, assuming that the new 
deal with Bofors goes through and India 
gei% the R$ 64 crores back, then this 
issue might finally be buned in time for 
the pext election. 

Whether this wiD be a just solution is. 
of course, a matter of cnpjecture. 
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to nuke » comebadL No» ool 
a$ IsdinK Udy {that would 
entail too nuny aerobic ses* 
siona) but as Sector. 

And shar^ your horrur is 
husband Ashok*nukena. 
Harbouring visions^ no 
doubt, tjf havir^ to provM^ 
the moolah to frunce be* 
loved biwi's latest piped* 
ream, he is trying every irsck 
in the book to <bswiade her. 

But those who have wit¬ 
nessed the stubborn sLmi to 
PocAam's jaw tor what pas* 
see as such), say that all such 
plans are doomed to taihire. 

JgMCh»i»u •fiewieweT 


^^fter all that adulation, 
obscure retirement must be 
a trUle difficult to take. So. 
the chmless wonder among 
chocolate'box beauties. 
Poonacn DhiOon has decided 
P oeoam OMUon; a eomsOecur 


Ulive a man a few video* 
hits and he begins to think 
himseU God Almighty. 

Aditya Pancholi, child bus* 
band of Zarina Wahab and 
priie scalp of IVxija Bedi. for 
one. 

Kecently. the light*eyed 
charmer was shooting at 
Klim City, when a group of 
friends dropped by to visit 
him. Security stopped them 
at the gales to be met with 
an arrogant: "We arc friends 
uf Adnya Panchob. " 

"Kig deal, ” came the unim 
press^ rejoinder and a free* 
foT'all ensued among the out* 
r^ged friends and v<)uaUy m* 
ce.ised security. 

Rnter: the star himself. 

'I his was the supreme insult, 
he told the harried producer 


I hejidw Khans have al' 
ways been womanisers. But 
the wife's place was always 
sacrosanct. Not any more. 
Keros, the eldest of the 
brothers has divorml wife 
Sundari. aH for the of a 

(^giU'like bdy bve. Sundari 
IS extremely tight'lipped ab* 

< lut the parting of wayn and 
Keros was loo busy painting 
the town red with Jyotika 
tUie setf'Same LoRta) to ufler 
any comment. Honestly, (he 
older he gets, the younger 
he seems to Ifte (hem! 


AlaM Kapoor: phanuevs dwilalt 
and proceeded to walk out 
with his friends, doubtless, 
nght mio some night spot, 
Kemarked one bystander: 
".Saak apne aap kc* Anutahh 
Kachchao siinijhlii hair 


they? Aren't they? 

*rhe whole industry is 
asking this question. Are Juhi 
Chawla and Ki^ Kapoor 
having an affair? Or. are they 
not? 

Yes. say irdormed insid¬ 
ers. No. says Kapoor. 

Okay. okay, we belbve 
you. But (hen. (merely as a 
matter of inlereSt. yuu 
understand) why arc you re¬ 
commending Ms Chawla to 
all your producers? And why 
(hose nightly phonecaHs aH 
the way from SwiiaerUnd. to 
wish her good night ? 

A mere ptatonk interest, 
did you say? 

Oh sure, we bebeve you.s 





SPOTLIGHT 


KOKTIIKnwinwho 
A ckIIuIukI thrilk'r^ (tliv 
bt'^l known nm«*nii /V* 
uvwl, life diM‘sif'1 
muiau an. As ii did rwn the 
olhc! diiv nl wiicn 

Hi^i MwiUHn, «nnii^T- 
lunK*(l*prC’'a(irnl cd I hi* Dahl 
Muslmi Siirnkstui Mnha<unffh 
«irrivrd. «ill |in*|till'd ti>rk\ 
HoiiriT lor oiw* of his pfo- 

iispino^ lo ihc press* 

Oeniship ol dr H;i:iti Mum 
<*i|tHl Ih^nl. 

'riu* w;iv Salim javrd 
would luiu* h;Kl It: a larl^* 
0iili«*riny: Mii^tjuui makes 
fierv spets h. puWr tvsiair: 
rapnl «*ui in eleihon slay: 
hri''k polling; MasOiaii pro* 
U*i2s< i k'or wireu r, a hundrt'd 
drmt'TilecJ vkilms Koiiip oo in 



the bas'kizrouitd. 

Hut I hr rcaldifc sevnano 
itsirked out slight Iv diKerenl- 
ly. I'roiesis from the otlrr 
vontestants and potitral par¬ 
ties k*d (he distrx’l author* 
lUes to pick up thi' star 
i*ampai>OK'r and put him <m 
the next flight iHit. 

Such then is hfc. A? for 
Mastaan. give him art 
anvdav. 


TMK SPHINX UKK H.Y. 
Sharadtt l^rasad has saved 
many a siluaium in hts time, 
hut Itiis must surely rank as a 
finX. 

The former mformatMin 
adviser to the late Prune 



SfwrsM PrMM: Mvm^ the 
•HuaUon 

Minster Indira Oandhi. pre 
•M*nllv offk'iaiing as the cluir 
man of her memonal irust 
was supervising arrange 
mentK at Vigyan Phavan 
wbiTe Presi^nr Mikhuil 
i^rtwchev was to be hon 
oured with the Indira (randhi 
Award for peace, dmanna* 
nwnt and ^velopnient kir 
IVK?. AN went well until the 
Soviet visrtor decided to de¬ 
part a htlle from the onginal 
programme Hawig said his 
bit, he a^ked his kiretgn 
minister l^duard Shevaid* 
nadae on stage to amoun'e 
that the proceeds U the 
award would go towards 
building an Indu-Soviet oiltu* 
ral centre in the capital. 

Hut evvn before ihe Kuss* 
Hindi bhai Nut act could fwt 
under way. the musicians 
(thinking it was aB overt 
swung intu the Soviet nation* 
al anthem with rebsh. Up 


MHUHUOorMenav: 
CQiMnuhteaMh gae 

iwnped Sharada Prasad. Hail 
mg hrs arms vrddly. enough 
to put any sed-rexpecUng 
win^uM to shame. 

Coiiuning <Tn at 
last, the musicians 
piped down. And 
S^rada Prasad sal 
hack, pleased no 
doubt, at having 
done his bit Uif 
inrkeSoviet amity. 


WllaenClwrtsn: 
I Mia 


THIS MIDDLE distance run* 
ner is lonely no longer. 
Shiny Abraham, ace 
athlete of India, said goodbye 
to single b^ssedness and 
married national swimmer 
Wilson Cherinn at the 
Lalam Cathedral Church, 
Palaj. Kerala. Not iturpnsmg* 
ly. the guest list Itioked like a 
roster of champions, past 
and present. Among those 
attending the occasion were 
P.T. Usha. Vandana Kao, 
Kula Cliowdhury and Sani 
Joseph. Ihe hot topic of 
dist'ussKtfi was whether the 
wedding waa a culmination of 
a mKi*lrack or a pcMilsidc 
Hffaii 


ITWASNT someilang you'd 




$asi»T *»f»lwii: ipn rt Mt ne lewptf 


quite expect of a former 
Naxalite. But MIthun 
Chakrebony has always 
been one to surprise. And 
surprise he certainly did with 
Mimoh City—a dreamland 
named afeer his son. coming 
up at his 4 S-acre farm dose 
to the hill station of Mather- 
an. When completed the desi 
El Dorado will contain an 
exotK ^rmhouse. a dak bun* 
j^w. a haveti, a log hut, 12 
five*star huts, an artificial 
lake, scenk screams, provi* 
sKm iv hofse and camel 
riding and vast acres of land* 
scape. (Sounds familiar? 










Wen. it should, constdcnns 
it's elraiKht uut of your 
faviwrite Hindi mov^ef) 

'Phe project has the hies- 
sinsa of the Maharashtra 
tourism minister. Vilasrao 
Deshmukh, whu has even 
offered to Snance it. to the 
tune of Ks 2 cmes. (under 
the tourism development 
scheme). U is sli^hUy mys- 
ufyine, thoui?h, how the 
minister intends to swins 
this: the construction is. af* 
ter all. illefttl. 'I*he saturnine 
star has neither appbed for a 
no-ohjection cerUhcate. nor 
soujEht the mandattiry per* 
cnsskm of the Btimbay Mel 
ropolitan Development Au* 
thority. AlMi. environmental* 
isis are inrdiTiK up to fijcht the 
jiruject. which Iht'y feel will 
contribute to einlo^al imba¬ 
lance. 

If the Komi^ eers too 
rouKh. Mithun can afwijya 
take ctmfort from the fact 
that the Shiv Sena owes him 
(me. 


LIKE FOR the Kabaret jail is 
one continuous round (>f ex* 
pervnentation. And with the 
relense of her latest album 
Veh Mera Oil pop star Shv* 
on Krabhalur siftnab the 
beRinninj; of her folksy 
period. For the musx this 
lime is far removed from the 
cacuphonic tunes she 
churned out earlier. This 
time there are shehna^ dho- 
faks, tabhs and fiar^ngis in 
the backjtruund and the 
effect is—well, different. 

Why the switchover? Says 
Prabhakar; “I think the mar* 
ket is saturated with electro* 
nic wizardry." To wfoch her 
contribution has not been 
inconsiderable. But then, we 
understand Sharon, some 
things are better forgotten. 


STRANGE ARE the ways ia 
the bureaucracy. But Shrir* 
am Lafoo. tb^tre and cine 
actor and London and Mon* 
treal trained ENT specialist, 
is not compUining. Readers 
will remember how the 
Maharashtra Medical Counci 
had some time ago cancelled 
hia medical registretion be* 




Mfthun Ch«itr«oofi> dr««(iietlv 

cause. ai contravention of 
ruler, he had advertised foi 
uyurv^fdK’ medKinps Laifu> 
had sat back phatosoptucaDy. 
ret'oetofang hims^ to a hand* 
Ickrss existence. 

But one can always de* 
pend on governmental m* 
competence to set things 
ttmv t H a thakaf' goMg toihvv 


MsviM 

nght. And the <uHiar<bd not 
disappoint (hiH time, either. 
Lagoo got a notav reminding 
him that hi« registration had 
expired and would he pleafu* 
pay his dues and renew it 
Su. he s bade at pUymg the 
good doctor with a 
vengeance. 







gi 


•- s' 


f 


* 

f 


% 






4 





% 






SENATOR lOK Midden 
aniM luiv’e inld hci thuT plu- 
giansm wouldn't txiy. Ikn 
Jaynnli NaUrgiun. ^la 
nuKir girt of t he C ongrcssl I), 
didn’t sei* ft lo consuli him 
U'fore passing off oilwi pe<»- 
pk*’H ideas as her own. Re 
suit she was dumped as 
unceremonKiuslv as the un¬ 
fortunate iK'miH'tai. 

A member of the Cun* 
gress Kt'lorms C<muni1tce. 
Nalarajan was assigned the 
ivwnms task ol examiTiing 
tfk* eleiKiral system ot the 
cxiuntry and recommending 
ways to reform it. Hut iw 
much thought being bad for 
iIh' coinjilexMm, Ilie lady de* 
cided to take the easy way 





out. Reading up all that had 
been written on the subject 
fby experts sudi as feemer 
ebaef election commissioner. 
S.L. Shakhder and jurists 
Nani Palkhivala and Soli 
Sorab^). she rehashed the 
siufi and presented it as her 
own work. 

But (he little trick was 
discovered and the Congres- 
a(i> pronqiily booted her out 
of the convnittee. 

Not bed going for an orga* 
nisaiiofl that hasn’t itself had 
an original thought in de¬ 
cades. 















PROFILE 


Bachchan 

revisited 

♦ * ^ 

13c j a VII with Ruj Hahbar 

M iwi lx.'oph' wtMi K’TiWr ivAIh's s.i>* iImi liiey 
were Uisjnri'd by the ex.uiiple (d u man. 
Iii( 1 ir:i finitdbi used to say cImi ii was 
Maluitnvi <>andfii wh<«< sa«TiAces inuvvd 
i%‘r. V.r Stnjdi ii wan Bahadur 
ShasiM wIki iiispiri'd bun. And rv> donbi, we will learn vi due 
roi?r><<, I ha I Ai iiii Nehn; w.is nflueik vtl by the records lA 
Kichavcl <mk 1 Spun Aihh'w. 

Kig lhil«lvir, Iwiwever, is pniliablv the iinh' a^ptfinu 
fMilits'ian in ihc world \fi be ^pllrryd on by tiu* evam^ (4 
Aiinlabh K.u Ivh.m. 

Aiiiit.iU) liicMum.' 

t)<l(lly eniM(>di. htkv Hijiteiues <MJt of u bad Hmdi 
ris>vr illir kind iliiil ire wrilfi ri arnl ilirt'vltHl 1^ Mahesh 
HIviti. ikolsgAi. Kibbiir's .hkI Kjk hchsm’^v kvvs have hect^me 
iiw'xirh ahiv inlerlwifK«(l, 

Tliert* were, first of all. IIm siiper^ial paTiAHs. When 
IkiMiai hil ihe B'rinlbiy film iixlusiry m h& mentors 

<miHiurH i'd ilinr ^hey Isid ibstovt^rcJ the new Amitahh. Ifabbar 
was fall, hf-Klin^. kon and hail a tliealrc harksround. 
K<*sirh*s. ht> « ven MHimled likt* tSK* stip^ rsur-• xo much so 
that Mime prixliKcrs ini*d to him !<• dub fur Amtabh. 
1 m Im* tail. IIh’ mar himxelf diM'launed the companions. 
Woii to kwMfV si nH))' ariiMe Imt.' he wooW tcD inierview- 
cis modestly shniu^nn^j off the suKJ^*>lKln thtt he was kuuv 
I n U* the fibn nviuslry's next iik'i^asiiit 
As It turned out, Kajbur had niwb to be modest about. 
Aftei the suriess of lns;af A* 1 7>raru. hits were hard to come 
by. As flop fuUnwed flop (he had H turkeys in a row), the 
’next bic thinp' tan Iwnaj. to seem like a bad joke. 

Kilt then, around 1984, Habbar s fuck turned and his love 
life too bei^n to look up. Leasm^; ias actress wile Nadira and 
their children at home, he took up with the talented SenU 
Hatil. Wliile her friends and family were apoaOed by the 
relalumship, he was rlearly Snati’s type (*iU ll>cn. the great 
love of her life had been another Puryab* honk: Vmod Khanna) 
arid the two fell nvtdly in kwe, A Ngamous marriage followed 
and then, he told Nadra, llai he was leaving ber for bmita. 
Sadly, Smiia died m 19«>- Shortly after the birth of Ihcr 
first child and in the aflcrmoth of the tragedy. Babbar fel mA 
with her lamily; Sniita s relatives saw hnn as money grabbmg 
and cynical and fell that he wax unuilling to lAe care of the 
baby. Some set about Wibilising influential opkuoo m the film 
industry against him. 

I'wo of llwm even went to see Amitabh and asM hsn to 
intercede, Hachchan was nrdite but unfeethcoming. Tben, 
Babbar-himself djopped m on him. 


"Sif," he said. "I am womed about the finatH ial security of j 

mv haby." I 

Bachchan kxjied vagui'h ciHK'errw^d. •‘Thci e isn't I'nmigh i 
mniM'>. ** he i‘un^>la*iH‘d. "So. I arn hoping to use it to (irodiu e 1 
a filn.. Ibefl with th(> profils of the ptclure. the liaby's future 
Will bf secure.” : 

Yrs. fme. Mid Ba<'hi'h:in. hut wasn't Habbar taking a nsk;* 
Afic' alk ihi' movie mi^il fk)^). 

*Sw." agreed Habhar, "ytm are very right." He then left, j 

A f<‘w days kder. he was hack. 'IThs lime he was unslwiven i 

.ind had dartt circles iindt'r his eyes. | 

‘I'veljLvn clunking .about what you s.iid.'' he began, 'lliesv 
days, making a nvnir is a heg nsk. Supposing I kiso ail tlx* 
nuKiev, dum what wiD toy i hikl do/" 

Hachi*hanfl<dde<l, IhiI wundcied Iw»wiil1 this iiivoivni Inm. 
He was siMXi 1o find out 

'*So, sir," Ii.'ihlMrnmliiH)e4t. ’'I'viMhiAighi llvil there is <Mily 
r«M* way of iiwkjng >ure ilvil tri morH^v is k/si I can make a 
profit- fur ihi’ baby, of voursi* bv >c'lling IN' riglils in 
.•dvarxe..,'' Aixl here, he paiKtd. "Il you agree to U* (fv* 
hero," 

Ac this stag!’, il raimlly hiMamr lUsir that (Ik' whole thing 
wa> no iiHrft* tkiii a Mam ik’MgiHd lo ivsulT in an 
AiTCUbh ^taiTiT and so, Ikx hi Uin went into one • 4 lus f mious 
Ucotuc iiuaids 4iid a diMpiannied BaNtar was ev orteO from 
the prcffliMs. 

Hut that Wits ikA llK'eiMl >4 llx' haclHluiii |i:tr,ibels. Wnhm 
months of Smilas death, itu' film ntiig.i^.iih’s were full of 

slooes-many with i’yi’WiiiK*ss ianountS' alHnii Kaliluir's 

aftair with Kekha, JtiH'lulMirs l,isC oil gii (friend, ThrouglKiut 
rlMs phase. BahKii i.coi'kiuiMl !us rkistilv and denari (\w 
runwHirs. 

He wjs rug al«Av lelling inters k<wers, though, tli.il he had 
heard llul a V'ert.im hig star’ was .iicgry with him iKM iiuse of 
Ihr aDi'gi’d Kckha confHxlkai. 

As in bed «»ai i1m* hallol. Shortly alier tls* Kairtax scandal 
broke and V.l*. Singh annourKed that he IukJ discover iri (Ik' 
r<Ng cause of India's povi'rty (il was la'cansr AHl.il)h 
Bachchan Iwd nin away with ihs tialkcai s weallh). B.ihbar 
declared hix wilhngiv'ss io he i1u> Kap’s Mahuman. 

When V.P. Smgh prid his first p<r.si>r<'signatiiHi vi.at to 
Ihimbay. Kabhar hung .iMund him like a kivt sKk tnippy. Me, 
ton, would yiin Ihe fighi iigainsi the ivitksi''' oCKunies. Ik« 
declaimed, Ihd theae enetmes hwlude Bnchciuin, Ik< wiis 
asked. "Wt'fl.*' he said humbly, "wofi to tunmrt semior artisli* 
hain.'' (m the record, he wiis inix’h ntore fortlhtiininK. 

Since then, liahhar has bC’CiNiie an inlcgrui pitti >4 Iho Am 
Morcha'Natinnal Fnmt/janata I>al iiKid show. He provides ihi' 
glamour at public meetings, waves to his fans and sings the 
R^'s praises. 

He hopes to be the comUned (Opposition candidate from 
Agri (though Devi Ul has prixtused the ticket lo Ajay Singh) 
artd plans on a fijIUtime political career. 

Not everybody as the O^i^tion )S wold about Babhar. Ai a 
recent Agra rally. Ram Dhan cautk^ri against replacing ixio 
Bachchan with another. Ihedictably Babbar thinks Ik' is a 
terrific replacernent and the cautkm is unncccsbary. 

Hut. cMisidering Ihe mesa Anulabh has bnded hhnsetf in. 
why on earth would anybody wish to (oUow his example? 

Ask Balkar and all he will say is^yes. yon guessed 
tt— ‘‘wuh to fttfflare senior artiste hatn." B 


As tn bed so at the ballot. As if Rekha wasn*t ^ough, 
Babbar wants the Lok Sabha too 


liiiasT^ig Miami \m 







Calcutta vignettes 


On his first visit to the city II years ago, Gunter 
Crass was shocked by the appalling poverty and 
filth. A decade later, Grass returns to rediscover 
Calcutta 


Writers Building 




/Ii\\ne \ 

freichi. After (he 
lonji train journey 
ftSM (lonre three days 

we are in CaicuttaX 
today we travelled^ 
fH for the secund 
time. from 
■K^ ' JUruipur (u Hally* 

Koni(e statKtft. Wc 
El are hvmK in a jtar* 

den hou&e acxithwards beyut^ the crfy. 
As U extradited, (loo ckM to rme ai^ 
all) because skin rubs against dun. 
sweat mixes with sweat. Nevertheless 
we remain alien everywhere, evident in 
(he way we are explorinfdy stared a(. 
Distance and proximity U>te their ron* 
cep(. 

Canned in the tin box. At aw or seven 
intermediate stations people get in and 
get off simultaneously: ench time this 
briel mute struggle. Atut the fourth 
station begins the city, villages that turn 
into slums. Shuns hne even the railway 
embankment, behind them the nans of 
recent buildings. Above us fingers 
clutching onto handles; each one over* 
occupied. Not a single fan is moving. In 
spite of open windows, (he head wmd 
does not reach (he centre of the com¬ 
partment. A fresh thrust, and with rt, 
over the heads, jute sacks full of green 
coconuts, baskets (if bananas, bundles of 
rags lied with strings, hens in cages. 

Each wagwi is a wredi. Seats are 
missing. What refnain are twisted hold* 
ing fixtures, cumbersome iron pipe& 
Wildly tossing bmps hang from their 
entrails with oulbs in wire netting. 
Everything is sticky, the floor snotty 
with red betel juke. Clusters of young 
lads, clawing into one another, blo^ Ste 
corks the wagon doors which are always 
open. To thm belongs the head wind. 

In these suburban trains the Indian 
society is (as long as the joume) lasts) 


^ con^rtments re* 
served for laches they sit and stand 
crammed, mb against each other, thetr 

Our crate arrived ^ handtes: hag- 

before us by wa lOfd-looking peasant women and plump 
AhMt rh.. matrons, well-to-do daughters in 


Today at bit in Writers Budding, an 
edifice of the British days, where the 
yvppies of the past, those young gangs¬ 
ters cd Easi India Company made then 
money bst. At presenl, about 6.000 
men and women—who cannot be sack¬ 
ed—are primarily busy with themselves 
on Che ftos of this mansiun. They are 
sitting in the teg office rooms and 
gossiping. They are drinking tea, read¬ 
ing newspapers, dozing off. S^e of 
ftourishing sarecs with their coMege bags them are moving files but as if in a 
and scraggly women holding somethirig trance, others are sleeping uninhibited, 
living under their rags, ragamuffins. Wuite a few seals under the fans arc 

spniced up children. None can move empty but certainly niu free. A good 

away. Bleary-eyed beggars anktet advo* one-fourth of the employees here work 
cates and imdile-level government oiA- elsewhere too: in the marltei as agents 
ciala High-school pupils with bundles of or in other offices, their subsidiary 
school bunks intemii^ with lads of the businesses The good-for-nothing mid* 
same age. for whom school has never die class is concentrated here m all its 
"happened". Everyone clings to every- density. Expectedly, rubbish lies heaped 
one. Not only does the shadow of the or the comdors. on the open staircase, 
untouchables (al on Brahim. idemdi- inside the courtyard, knee-high offal is 
able by their whte thread; they remain pushed often to the comers. And on the 
sui^ctedto their impure teeath. sweat, comdors tea and nudes are served, fn 
cnnsiaM touch. A soda ) order dveh between, the petitioners stand in their 

considers itself to be unalterable, is usual postures. They axe willing to wail 

abobshed. For these seven stations the ftw weeks, months, years with their 
r>des dn not work. pleas. They are different from cows in 

We Shan often travel this siretdi (to ody one respect thetr patience is hom- 
and fro) and get used to h. I am already less, 
thinking about techniques of boarding 

and (bserr^rlung. Already—with two We «ue piesented to tlie ininister of 
teigers clinginR to one of the handles—l culture. Uneasy small talk. Over him. on 
am drafting sentences, encased ss we the wall, side by side, laithful to each 
are in the suburban trains to Ballygunge. other hang the portraits of Lenin and 


^ hey fell once—when, one forgot to note— 

fmn whose hand, forgotten too, 

and now they tie across 

increase on the rows of pavements, 

covoed by shadows or they tower 

into view: called pavement dwllers. 

Pass by and it is over: none 
leaves a gap. 

Mark only the sleepers, tnnsi be 
sleeping to death, on their bellies, 
as you see in photos, so true 








Tagore. Quick, without lea. we leave. 
Material for many nvire tales can be 
coBected from the heaps nf slacked 
here after a ck»e filtering, in the same 
way Premchand found material from his 
bitter village stories from close observa¬ 
tion. More corridors, more floors. In 
each and every room bundles of paper 
heaped almirah-hi|^.layered with dust 
None has interest, only the fans move 
atrudc by the wind. No decision is taken 
in this building, everything here falls 
prey to diumai compiion. or all prob¬ 
lems are simply burned by tdtoving them 
between ihe hies. Here sits now. as the 
Congress once aai before, ihc Left 
Front government dominated bv the 
CP1(M), distributing fruitless ho^e a» 
wages in advance. 

The salanes of the empkiyees varv 
between Ks 800 and Rs 2.000 per 
month. In coiTipariMHi. those who teach 
in the slum schools rvn by the CalcutO* 
So6al Project earn on an aveiagt Ks 
400. Daud claimed Uiai everyday, in 
these huge rianns. quite a few duten 
lyrics blossom apart Cron the w<irk 
supposed to be 6orK. WmvrK Building, 
once the centre of Bntish a>loiual praids 
and therefore well versed in vxplona* 
tion, has developed mto a production 
centre of Bengali poems. Wuh a anak* 
we leave the parasitic palace. 


Bustees 


Brick'laid. walled, large sprawhng 
slums called bustei's are a pan rif 
Calcutta. They have icnwn over de* 
cades, some of them even aime (hi* tunc 
of the Britiah rule. Other small 
and medium*siaed shims, 
displaced from the 

Ountav Qrwss: candle vWwa 
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centre, he along railway tracks and exit 
roads. 1'hey crop up o^‘er^i|d^t. as tents, 
sheds, decrepit huts, disappear sudden¬ 
ly. j(row elsewhere, at'mgside sewer 
cartaU or beode c rikinies of new budd- 
inj^s. Kor exan^jle, near Dhapa, along 
(he approach in 1 hi> direction of Dun 
\ [>uni Airixirt and against the street 
, ccnbankmcnl rages a rampant slum. 
I Suslained only by a medium-high wall 
and ducking urxler the chimneys of an 
adgicent factory hek:hing black fury. 

flight Iv ick’lined away from each other 
and held by wire ropes, the meUi 
cfimineys shielded by pointed caps from 
the 19th century twhen Engels de¬ 
scribed the situation of the worldng clasp 
in England) tower into our time which is 
i used III running away tu the point of 
, exrinhon. Leaving aside the misery— 

I cind habil demands "leaving aside"—the 
slum belongs to the factory and its dady 
rubbish disclMrge: roofs made of tarred 
feh. fragim^nts uf plastic idteels. ply* 
• w<K>d ;ind remains roof tiles, plugg^ 
with rags, mh roof matted ddferenify. 
Sacks, stiaw mats, vmh stones and 
wtKxl-blix'ks as weights. 

Metal 'iheel nisling un metal sheet, 
car lyres on ih<*m. ctronping hoses, a 
^ radiator hiKid flatlened out. And lossM 
into each other •'baskets, sieves, 

; boxes. All lied with wire in sisal knots. 
SettleitK^nt after sctiletnem with such 
strewn r.nd dimarded objects. Wretch¬ 
edness or affluence nf another kind. 

If one were to lend one uf these 
slum-huts, which grew out of sheer 
necessity, to the oiy of Frankfurt am 
Main for a fee and place it beside the 
skyscraper of the Deutsche Bank where 
the granite sculpture of the sculptor Bill 
says 'yes’, always says yes to the 
towering bank, because like an endless 
loop in love with itseU. only it is beautiful 
wiUvHil any contradklion whatsoever 
and flawlessly confirms the eternal cir- 
cultitHvi of mcarey... yes. if one were to 
remove the granite enjoymg intbspensa- 
bility HTid place a single slum-hut instead, 
exactly the way it was made out of 
necessity, beside the idassy arroj^nce 
of the Deutsche Bank... then beauty 
would ai once be on the side of the hut. 
and aiso truth ^nd even the future. 
Because, the mi^r-art of alt the palaces 
dedicated tp money will drop on its 
knees, whereas the slum-huls wiD al¬ 
ways remain (and each one diflereni) for 
lomonow. 

Later Daud took us to a slum in 
Behala, in the western part of the city. 
In a small area—could be 2Uf) metres 
multiplied by 60—bve more than 6.000 
people, including 4,000 children. And in 
adjacent sheds, which offer more place 
than the huts, staSs. shacks, reside 
about a hundred black cows surrounded 










na »g m ws tf w iisf. ihfawo ow* ef nattv* toll, ttiay hav« o««h»f« lepo 


by swanns of flies. This entire slum as 
weD as the cuws belong to a singfe 
person who lives uuiside Calcutta and 
charges K$ 90 to Rs 100 as rent bn a 
room per month. Each room cneasmes 
not even ten square metre. The pas¬ 
sages between the rows of huts add ig) 
to a mere half a metre in widtli and 
accommodate an open drain which 
meets a canal on the right side of the 
shim carryng floating nflal. 1 see otdy 
one waterpump. there must be another 
one near the cows. 

Only one child, who is proudly pre¬ 
sented to us. goes to sdnxJ. A quarter 
of the inhabitants have found work as 
sweepers or nckshaw-puOers. With 


maritably clean, the earthen floor swept 
free of dust: pillows on the bed. five or 
seven, neatly arranged, lying side by 
side. And almost everywhere colourful 
pictures of deities. 1 would dare to claim 
that these poor Alters, Calcutia’s mil¬ 
lion shim-shacks are cleaner than the 
chaotic whirl of the rest of the city... 



Dhapa. a sprawling landscape created 
out piled garbage. Gorges in the 
^rbage which had been dug into at 
several points, Crows, vultures, cows, 
goats asid garbage tnicks (which cone 


triemSy gestures we are requested to out of the city day and night because 


enter the room, llie bed, or better, the 
single bed for al inmates, stands raised 
on bricks because of the danger of 
Ooucfoig during the monsoon. The bed 
itself occupies moat of the room. Atid all 
over, under the bed or from the ceinft 
lie or hang household hems sometanes 
stacked on each other (aheninium pou, 
water jugs, utensilsl. Eveiythmg ia re- 


there is no end to garbage) are part of 
tins landscape. 

Not only is the strike of the garble 
removers organised but also everything 
else: who coQects what and d^sits 
where, who is alloticd to wbeh garbage 
truck; who forwards and to vAvxn, the 
middlemen who know when the loaded 
^rbage trucks come out of hotels and 
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jprbajje land which turns into humus 
after three monsuons. 

We tmel with the (4d couple ui a 
rattlinf; jeep, first to the iMHj^iuring 
shim and then to LHtapa. In the covered 
shed in Cmm erf the schcxrf ^niy. about 
30 small children are squattms nn mats. 

C bases arc Rnrnjc on in 8*1 the rcMens. 
as if knowledge cciiU move iiHHUiiains. 
as if al mountains were mere i^artaatte 
mounds. Some of the your.j? teadm 
(eanun^ a moMhIy salary of Ks 350) are 
erstwhile pvtda of the slum school in 
Monoharpukur. Later the children per* 
form dances hx us in which the move* 
ments are derived from peasant work-- 



At midniirht, ai last, at the fivvpoint 
crussinff, Mhere Netaji Subhas CItandra 
Hose in bronze with heavy speciaclea nii 
ndes towards Delhi ihrou^h North Cal* 
^■uMa. Infcmo in aclion. TTierc they lie, 
pavement dwellers driven away from the 
downtown. thn>wn out from their native 
sod (Bengal. Biliar, Orissa). They will 
neither liave slums nor retain them and 
for them, therefore, remain the pave¬ 
ments on both sides (rf the mam road 
racmf towards Sealdah station and 
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hospitals—everything is organsed. And 
amidst the garbage nxHindt* stands a 
shanty used as a sclioot where garbage 
children seriously concentrate and k*am 
svords which make sense in a different 
world (or landscape}, br away, beyond 
the seven garbage hdls.. 

Mrs and Mr Karbkar live bi a villa of 
the colonial period, taithhifly given to 
decay. They hail from Brahmin famihes; 
however, that's an old story forgotten 
like childhood diseases. She has trained 
women teachers all her Ufet he was 
engaged in shipbuiJdjng. Now both of 
them are well over 7t). Ten years ago 
they i^ned a kindergarten school m a 
nei^bouring slum at Monoharpukur and 
then ventured to the garbage haOs of 
Dhapa. Their organisation is caDed Ctd* 
cutta Sodal frojea. In spite of the 
resistance tom the Communist Party 
which also poUtkafly cuntmls this re¬ 
gion, a waa finally alSolted for their 
project and pemussion to teach granted 
lo the ichooL Many of the dirfdren come 
from peasant ^iei who grow veget¬ 
ables (quite a lot of cauliflowers) on old 


suwmg. hackaig. harve*4ing. thrashing. 
Then a dance to the accon^niment of a 
chamung song rendered m Kngbsh. in 
which a patient b examtned by the 
doctor. uperatL'd upon and cured. The 
seriousness irf the children adds to the 
humour trf the presentation. 

We are already aemstomed to the 
Ibes. the stmk. the circimg vultures 
above the sdRxrf amidsi the garbage 
mounds: they all seem natural. 


beyond. In front irf the walls they lie in 
niws. eiilier sliadowrd or dimly lit up by 
the few bmps still in use. a^i if waiting for 
a film wliich none will shoot. Sleepers in 
family*icmups. lon^ sleepers as well, 
stray ^s in between. Cows fyily and 
restless, watching their sleep. 

Everyone is sleeping differently. 
Limbs propped up and folded- Hulled up 
bke muniRues (x covered by small 
sheets. Buiiiheb of children in rows, 


decree break this sleep. 

Clear up! Who says clear up 
and clear this field of vision as well 
because none slmild be watched while dying. 
Death (as employee of the city) 
is smeared by all political parties 
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bluckt^ by huitdlfs (if 'iW \aper. sacks 
/uU of riiru thtv iihtimsv hi number m 
K^eep. A calf, lull til Imxics and pale, 
appears in view.. 

Yet in k*t«\>rn thi*sr tlitKJsaKf sleep* 
ers wt* (MK* Ninuk’ |H*r<on awakv. 
reading in the faint lixht Wlwt is he 
reading—twius /rjarj/ras (»r hu>.iJd iHick 
in vcisioii. |XH*ms whH'h without 
a doubt must luivi* been written by 
Ta^n^e. iir is (ht* fulure spi'll nut in the 
paijes: Neiaji's ri*tum on a w’hit«’ hnrsts 
as (he legend whis|iers. 



If^ck thr<»ugh lhf> maUnck. WImI is 
hidiii^ A motive tor iwiorul xituines. 
eokiurful or in blaik and while? Lcgucy 
of an empiU’, stip<T|)nwer on cniK hes? 
(ir the last refugt* of tunkrupt reason? 
Whal siKiuld U’ reHurm*t«‘d fare? 

All statisluv. even llKSk linely scis- 
sfired. place rmsery. flight fr<in) viBages. 
spread of slums in cities m strati,, 
uniform rows. WIki slaiigliters whom, 
when Aj>d where is ^xiunted dady by 
thousand and more new'spapers. the rkh 
profusion of langnaKes. And even grea* 
kT gri^wth; the shrinking tii fiirc'sis 
corresponds lo the advame of the dp* 
sert. And the rate of gniwlh » siiB 
uncertain: around 17 milium mouths are 
added every year, wliK'h is (Ik* popula* 
tion ot East Uermanv. In the year 21RMI 
Al), when all tht* world is dctermuicd to 
cplebrale the arrival of the new century, 
8fX> nulliuii Indians will reach tlie figure 
of 1 billion. And then espresssms bfcc 
chaos and CHtasin;)^ will be far too 
common and weightk'ss in the usual 
cummentanea. iful the question is if a 
revolution could be of some help. Neiih* 
er Marx nor Mao will be in n position (o 
repiv to the query* '>nly Kali wouki be 
aMo to with her su kle. 


Pictures ev(*r>w*here wtuch should 
not erase one another. How the young 
one with headband empties firsi the 
rubbtsh, then a number nf buckets full of 
ash just outside the house right on the 
street. His eyebrows wtiven together. 
At a distance a crow is in flijdit. Or the 
old Sikh taxi-driver, a man tif letters. Or 
that person with his endless shawl 
strung across his head, shoulder, body. 

Shall 1 remain here. Draw crack^ 
pavement.s. Go deep inside the rooms of 
the slums, mge down the bekaifongs 
inside, he trusted as a foreigner and 
remain alien. Korgi't all (hat pointless 
talk on art. With a bruid brush, with a 
thin drawing pencil, with dark bits of 



(From lop) Shim Owoiioro; the i w wr anp ihtolehia. IM mtf>f faeos o1 CMufta 


AV fult arr yon looking for? 

Finding ijour»elf here^ost elsewhere^ 
WohM mean calling out to yourself 
as a bundle in betwee^i. 

And still you babble about the 
gaine of land nfoinn, 
if if ever came 













XEXTIACT 



(ptom top) Crows «lllphi; GoMms Koll; eon oho oetvoOio pepuMMA >rcBHwT 


Al 8 we passed dp the betel vendors 
and stepped up the stairsy 
black crows perch ed on the vx)ol of the sheep 
sitting on Uie maidany 
now the city's paiky once a firing range. 
Someone liHth a drum had 
amonkey tied to a string 
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coal piclure the rutn. Our mad dnrk 
mother who as she lake^. A 
huckster, s bunch ot crows. 
axed, heaped cucunuts. Once aiisain to 
besin frun the start: arranjK the ru!)bish 
once more. t*ull up the filicreed hamh«> 
frames once aisain round the btg Itouses. 
Heaps of cud^ls. Count the cow^dunc 
cakes drying on Che w^lls. Or spend one 
kma day behind one sin^e cow, waitinK 
for that moment when releases her 
shit; how she is hke an island m the 
midst of tralfK; how she lies in the shade 
for a moment occupied by crows, how 
ahe^ii is already fate^watches the 
sleep of the pavement dwellers,. .bul our 
suitcases are all packed. 

She was never here before nor did 
she w)sh to be here. KWven years ai^ 
when he was here, akim*. and was 
shocked by the aty, he wanted to ku 
away. Kut as soon as he had left he 
Nvished lo he here again. (Fr»r reasons, 
which were like a btany for him, ho 
sought kmg the exact expresBk>n for 
shame.) TIm appalling city and inside it 
tt& terrible go^ss did ntn leave him 
free. 

They traveOed togi'ther elsewhere. 
Bui everywhere he said: when I was m 
Cakuiu five or aeven or nme years 
agt>*.>he wtfuld make cumparisnns and 
prepare himself for the visit, she 
wouldn't. He wanted In be in Calcutta 
for one year, she would have to bear 
with It. 

He came after eleven years They 
took the tram frrmi llonibay across the 
heart of (he country. They had already 
made provi$K>ns~a crate loaded with 
books had been shipped and reached 
before them. Not only he. the cily had 
aHo changed. With highhse buddings 
and Metro construction siIck, Calcutta 
kxiked advanced; its decay had also 
progressed. He said. "Eleven years ago, 
peddlars sat thick and dense ftn the nght 
and left sides of the Howrah bridge. 
They have been removed. Moreover, 
the Communists are ruling now," 

When they w-ere in the city, she was 
shocked, be no longer. He blossomed, 
she shrank further and further. It is the 
cHmate. the poverty, the indifference 
ard because I caitfioi do anything, said 
she. He wrote and drew, drew and 
wrote. His query uttered in between 
was, '‘Shal we go away?" 

When they were sei^g back the 
crate and buying another suitcase, the 
fourtK he said, if we sometime come 
here again we shaU again bring Fontane 
wHh us. 


By Oum/ &M». By LyC^> 

wtwe Usnluivvwa, OwkhUA WW 












DEVELOPMENT 


A thirst for solutions 


! Is rhr U’( Ifnolii^y ntission ■ 
I <fn rural (If ifikififi wafer \ 
\ file answtr lo Ifuiia s 
' fifirsfy i7//r/t'<’.v/ 


ih'i-f 'tjN'nks Ui .uMhor m 
IriMii n br(f»» unci nuimt 
Iv hc'wilrkiorl cItH’tKin time 
i'.ith«'riM^ lA mral lolk m a 
U K. i.uvnum varttMm. He 

whiHp**rs \o kH>k;4kk«'. “I wouldn't 
advise v<ni lo pinmisc' tlwm dndunx 
wntiT. T' iitiisc* them somethenk 
sinipk< ” 

ISv;i»sl tn the rluUered offK'f of 
the du IvtiM Ml (he Us luK dr»|ty misston on 
njr>il ilriiikiiip WMler, (ruuriMnkar 
ilhosli. this ami other equaHy rynk’al 
niriiMsis hull tluU (ilHif^n ai>d his Warn 
:irt no1 fnxed bv the clrfThuliy u( their 
task, lllxislv ^IsM joint serMary in the 
niiiuMrv ot r III ill Uevelupmenl, is 
Ix'nrdcd. Imphi f*yi>d iM'ltmd spertAVs, 
i'a>ii«illy <lre^>^ iiiul uses kaii lanjtuafte 
lo efTect wlieii voah isn't ^ 

MlUKjllk’ll 

1*0 luony. ihi* rural dnnkmit water 
niiAstnn’s «itleni|)l lo eiisurc some se¬ 
en re sour CCS of dnnkmt: water to India’s 
villriKet^ u> qiialiiaiivefy different fruen 
paHl ellorta. 1*l)uuidi pronuses of sup* 
|)]yniK ilnnkinc wliter have* been heard in 
the riinil areas lor kniecr than even the 
M<inl» iuui> sk)Kiin. India’s vilbitm 
retriain parrhed and foreed to ronsume 
I'ontaiiimated water tliat causes the bulk 
of deaths :md diS(*d$e in rural India. The 
killing drtaiKht that ended with this 
iiKatsixai, moreover, proved conclusive 
ly I hilt i^nvinnmiental demotion and 
ovcTi'xpkiitaUai of tfroundwater over 
the past ileiiidcnc had desiruyed 
traditional sterns of self-rekance. 

’11u< Altai dnnkinR water missiLm’s 
Rtratcjiy w based simply on mcixporat- 
inR k^suns learnt from past Rovenunem 
failures. Rural vnluntary agencies are 
bcioR tehed upon Ui handle specific 
disirv’t*level pri'^'ds, to provide Add 
in.'Cik^iSi and lo develop water conservt' 
tH»R moilkxfs based on trusted local 

; Public i«p in • viiispe iniunicieM Mpp<v 
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teclmiqutfs. hitful nttcinpcs arc b*>inK 
made in iiivoJvp "ctminiumiifs’*. »»i va 
lualion and maintenance tA drmkmR wa 
(er arninKcn^nt9. a wekonie inuvt 
away from Ow tar^vt Kr<iup n>rntabt\ 
that spelt di:^hier Nir earltcT pf<« 
tarranva. 

rwtia.vepUMhiuths hH tk* 
of^ mission are aa uraie infornvi(H>n ami 
nuiriteriance. 1'u date, uoverntiHiH li* 
jfiires on "prolilem” ami 'Vos*ered” Mi¬ 
lages (like brter Keinjj pl’oblcnk vilbRes 
that have hect) vii'^uied ($eveiKUI)lr 
water through Rovenunent proRiJin* 
nies) hove ken totalK uucemate and 
the Siiuaticni delikialdv un<ien>lavctl. 

Mukand (dwe i> w I'ld hand cm dm 
rural dmikiiiR water i’nsis. Secfi^tuiv ol 
the National Ass^H iatMai Water Ke* 
source Ik velopcnenr A^einu > <NAWK« 
DA). Oh?iU’ say<* "the lechitokiRy mis- 
sion will he .1 priciul MineHS. We wiO 
have uiicliTstooif the jKoblim ouKh 
better lhicai>ih uimd cstM-iHiviits .irid a 
RimhJ diio Kisr * 

Uul extmnniercta aiwl ilala are not 
what the nui«SKcn <m rural drinkiiix water 
wuni*> to take eredrt kcr In 
tho year hedorv the iiiisKain iicRan work 
in earnest. Ui |kt cenl o| the ^K^KilatKii 
of mrni InHm Jiv ed in “probk^m * vtlla>n*H 
Hy Mnrch at !en>t one source o( 
salc' JnnkinR ware: is to bt devehiiHiJ 
wit I nil t*ach o1 tin ^7 lakh viRaRcs in 
which lhc*K' imople hve C onsunifitHtn 
levels are to U* 11 k reused. Ouiiiea woiin 
ami cctbei Winer UuiH' cliac*a>>*s are to 
be eiadujled. and <'\a*ss fltiorick*. (Mhi 
and s<’ilinily voiiUoUed ni dm naiRlilv 
7i^.(UH) villages tlini ate sevenIv 
affe'.leci hy <cne or nune o| tin-sc* •pc'ciln 
proWeins. Jive yvais of sen h lieimik 
activily ts to ]euve in place an 'Viteip.iicsl 
npproneh Un tsi. ) wnter «onseivatHM* ’ 
Says libosh: "We will he ahk: to covet 
99. U per cent of (be viOu&cs with «i 
source of j^ood water. adowiriR loi an 
inbuiA Id per cent breakdown.' 


S ome seasoned observers ktc c^m* 
vinced that these are ai htevnble 
goals. Y.N. Nanjun^ah. kmner inaruR* 
ins director, and now adviser, ol tlie 
Gujarat Water Supjity and SeweraRe 
Board, calls the* lec hrK^krgy iius.skhi “the 
greatest landmark in the J^lory of 
drinking water", fkith he and A.K. Koy. 
former chief enjpnc*er of Dttar l^adesh 
and ROW a consul^nt to the Work) Bank 
and the United Nations Developmeni 
Programme on water and sanitnticjo. say 
that (he mission s inultiprunged 
approach wiH achieve what could M be 
achieved in (heir years of gnveminent 
service. 

Buoyed by such optrnuam. missKin 
staff claim exceptkmJ retuhs in thn 
mid-temi period. Ghosh savs (lat only a 


hardciwv :n.<KHHidd vilages at c* left ti» 
Iw* covered. (iuinea*w(rm aflbded vil- 
kigis have hren reduc'cd to a guuTKT o| 
ihtnr h^f^ number. A c'>im|Aiienseil 
ounagemt'nt aifomialiixk that 

Mil iilkm' (lie nvs.siiei in Hela to iiM«ulor 
tim (iinclHMiuig <ri ilnUuig ngs .iiid the 
(iiilbon iihjs Iwndinimps .tcn.vss nital 
India rs wtcialy ready. Ana c^xli.iordi- 
nanly. buth tihosh and .ai iqipcilevvt* 
jilvisef m \w> nffhe rbraii thiii dm 
iiiNsMirN cHc*« tivcnc";s is peovc-il by ilk* 
l«*t (hat vtJtftfers acrosN Jmlm diJ iiiX 
luvi' to ksive ihi*ii Ismih’s during the 
juu iMidetl uioiiv.ht. 

15 utl) ftunkri kiiv of the hinid Woik 
and Koeurch Centre in Khm'' 

iluiL and fiharc hov' that ihi* ni»M<ei''> 
cUiiiiK Ilf tdaving a ni.<|or m 4 c* in tIm 
dOHight are * rxa){gcrat«*d". On (lUMwig 




The mttiioft’s dlrtctof 
Gounsvkir Ghosh irtd Ms teem 
ere not fazed by (he difficutty of 
their (e$h, He notes; iVe wi be 
eble to cover 99.9 per cent of the 
vitl^es with a source of good 
water^ 


0 


jnd the nissHm’s stneturos against ran* 
dufo dcmp dnQing, Kunkcr Kny says: 
"Hmre ace any numbet uf K'/V(*mnH*nt 
oiVJnJSatHHiH inlkHting hvdrofagkal 
chi a. but this data dnesn l r(.*ut b the 
person whcj puls the hote in the giound." 
filhira conoBs: "Fhe patlem o( dnSiiig 
deep burcs without proper study con¬ 
tinues under the lechnnloK)' missiun. 
(Jrining IS invariably undertaken durvig 
emergency situatiom un a war-fnoling. 
with bree budgets, haste, tack cd super 
vtston and disregard ot data." 

T lmse criticisRis. thougli unpurtant. 

signal btiie beyund ininor dtsagree- 
inent as both Ghare and Bunker Koy ore 
coenrrstted to the nw&sion's attengn to 
bnng about a( least some change. More 
omin^y. however, it la the Ivj^r 
question of (he missiun being an n> 


a(k*guate 1 espouse tu cnvironincni.il 
Kiieks and Ihc <nignnix ovei 
cxphitatHsi of w.'iter reMiurce» tliiii 
tiXHjIric (»liarc iind lf<iy. T\)v s«iiim 
question 1rouHk<> mission dircrlor 
Glkivli 

I'l I Cl tl k s siu’h <is i llwrc imJ K< >y. t Im 
1c<iuB4»gv i(ns>KHi Hppi'iMtlus (I fimiicd 
re^|■ltlx' to ii kitge end quMkcning 
CUM'. Urn rui'*->KMi kis liriHiuln ilunuv' 
;uiij i.nnxil Im iiitHJsisI loi <1 l.uk ol 
cfl<Hl. tlmv siii- Yol. .miouhnu lu 
filMre. (Im iiu'.'shhi uppriMih cl In livx'lv 
|Ml^t(KHICk tl>^* IHTfl lo lIMkC tOUgh 
dev’iSBSis oil lcgl^l:lllon <•! on 1111(100.11 
w.ifcr luuhigt'nmnl. "Uis^kition on w .i> 
tci ux* tor any iHii|xtM* and cguitobic 
(h'«trilHJtKin Is sonictliiiig thai cvcivone 
IS ,cl| ixl of,'* Sivs (rfwic. ThoilgJi vei v 
iiHii'li imicsisirv. neither llm tlpi«KilHin 





iHn Ilk* rnlinc. |MKI k I'oinc N' go 
thi«Migti with such l.iux ' 

Mrs grwi pe rspin lico finds -t suiptis 
mg Mifipirrlcr ir» <i(Hiri Gliosh l‘n*Nn 
fr**)!! nvtiwging (oij.Mat's wmci «risis m 
I9H.Y }<ii 4v stale MMeluty {01 w.'ltcr 
sutipiv. GlKishsiivsIiMtikly. ’W<' au vtiU 
iiuluimingcigt to tell Ihc itnllKitmui ilm 
srtuaiHin on w.iicr. Pms ts on cnusiia p> 
<Hjr future . iilK*sli ui nm.Jsunug whut 
cJuigtes Ihi* mission ivm bung oiMuit, 
caDs II "an inlmpic^Miiiillv' smni] miiiviIv 
that IS leading to a kmus (Ih* larger 
problems". Clearly die larger prohicrjis 
arc stiH t<i b«.> oddirssed. uontding lo 
(jhush, who calls ihi Naliona] Water 
Policy rertoTl «jn water in:uiaii!i iimiii an 
"insipid ikA'vnmnt with no < Icjr tlinist". 

(^sh notes forx'lKidingly that "cv<>n 
with a static demand in the niml areas, 
supplies are sliU faftng shorr. fri llte n ^irl 
dl^•ade, if we do not i.ikc steps to 
manage water, wc wiU be in a ^ risis 
situark^." 

'IV >p>vcmn»eiil w<iukl do well to 
heed thisadwc f:<anan expert it trusts. 
Oilmiwise, UHhnology niisMon or no 
tectuukigv nusHifMi. JikIm's vill.igt rs wd! 
cuntinm to find their dnnkiiig vessels as 
empty as tlx^ir goveninieni's promises. 
MMwfth MmiH0w OM 
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MUSIC 


Fu sion and beyond 

/.. Suhraffuuiiwrt finds aaltiim in honu.'lenilory 

in western and Indian classical ^ 


I n pnvatu Iw is uiMssutnmK. warm 
aiKJ appnuKliHbltv On Ktatfe, eon- 
ft'inline itie puhiH hr is somelNne 
else M*)f-prunKii<*r nnd n^nk*'drupper. 
'M’lliii^ himself Imrd like Ihe nio^l aiUires* 
aivt" Aim^ncHM sjh smari. In this rimtra* 
dicitiry perxtfiar* irf Or L Suhraniaruam 
liet: Uw stnrv of yet am it her ^ifiliei who 
finds reiojOiiiMi anxmii lurtiKnrrs. 

I'oui years Subraniaiaam made a 
well puHwised iiK><^iirarKe in the c<Msn* 
iry (4 his tiiril) *^1 n ja«s yatrst curKeri. 
Il was India's lint riKounter with this 
vkjIio nueAin' who m best known as a 
'fusion” aniKi, ;ind tw was accomparaed 
by the ilniMii jftsx pant, ^lepaii (irapH* 
1 1 Hut the link* mun with the flared 


not let I he audience judite him solefy on 
the merits of hjs performance. l)n* 
abashed ly he dropped names of other 
musical ^treats he had perfurmed with, of 
albums he had releas^. 'They call me 
the liKlian Pazaiuni," be tells you, with 
no qualms about compann^ himself to 
one of the Kreatesi vkiUiusts of al time. 

Visibility in India need not be on L 
Suhramanmm's priorjiy list. He is easily 
the must hiphly paid Indian niustdan on 
the intemalainal circuit. Operatintt from 
his base in l^s Anpeles, Su^anuniam 
performs in all the mayir cities of the 
world. And he has also had liie Rood 
fortune to perform with some oi the 

7% 


music. Kavi Shankar. IksmiRah Khan. Ab 
Akhar Khan. Yehudi Menuhin, Zubm 
Mehta. Georpe Harrison —all have 
shartfd the sUKe with hm. 

Nrmetheless. Suhramanum can aH<inl 
to ipnorv the Indian reality ai bttle as he 
can deny hw Induu uetpin. His daim to 
fame rests on the uivque fusion that he 
has created between Indian and weslem 
music. IlHJUxh punsts of both pvnres 
may spurn him. he has done mure than 
any other mususn of las peneratKin tu 
popularise dasskal Indian musw in the 
west. 

Kuthi now. It 9 lAd<>*Soviet amity that 
has given him renewed opportunity to 


Novemb^. Subramaniani flooded the 
capital with happerinss because he was 
» essential pan of the dosing celebra¬ 
tions of the Festival of the USSK in 
India. On 14 Novendier. ei an East 
meets West music concert he presented 
a ^lecial composition with slides or a 
tribute to Jawsdiarlal Nehru. Four days 
later, he performed with the orchestra 
uf the world famous Kirov BaBet of 
Leningrad, a brand new piece called 
Sim}U-!*riya. dedicated to Indira Gandhi 
Subramaniam's quest lOr recognition 
in hit own country has led hon to 
compose music for Mira Hair’s Salaam 
Bombay, for the ITV serial l*rai»ks/\inM, 


vidjtium'y Oftwn tht (ianga. He is ols<i 
the musical adviser lor Peter Krooks’ 
Mahibhirar. The virtuoso's techmq'ies 
have cut across the barriers of style and 
discipline in the music world. After the 
success of his albums wiiii biepan Gr^* 
pehi and Yehudi Menuhin in India. CBS 
has released an exclusive Menes ol 
recordings of all his cuncerts. "It is like a 
dream come true.” enthuses Subrama* 
rum. ' ll IS Mi strange to admire all these* 
people and sudd«i4y to M yiurself > 
playing beside them/' ' 

^bramanum was bom on 23 July. 
Itl47 tu musical parchis (his father 
Uuidii Carnatic music and his molhtu 
was an acvi>niplished singer), and he 
imbibed the music around him. showing 
promise from an early age. An attack of 
diphtheria changed his father's ambitions 
to make the little boy a singer, tnsieud.^a 
vkgm was placed In his hands. At his 
very flrat enc'Hinter with wesiem das* 
steal musk iwhen he was six. listening to 
Heifeta playing Bat h) be was convinced 
(4 the knnlaliuns imposid on the violin 
by the Camatk and other Indian styles. 
*'We are musKally advanced, but tech* 
neatly very backward,” he claims. 

Aking the way there was a diversHHi. 
Fur over six years L. Subramaniam 
worked Illwald^ a degree ui mi'dicpTK* 
from the Madras Medical College. He 
does not regret those k)Bt years. But 
when he applied to the Music Academy 
m Madras. iW was told he'd have to start 
from scratch and work towards a diplo¬ 
ma before applying for a degree 

Later, when he forwarded a taped 
reci^ding to the California Institute of 
Arts. Subramaniam was immediately 
accepted as a student. At the world | 
musk depuiment there, he also uugbl | 
Camauc music, and did the institution 
pnud by graduating svith honours in a 
record nine mmihs. it was easy for me 
as i had been tsuu^t tu think that hours 
of practK'4? Were as imporiiint as meal 
times.'' 

But international success has not 
robbed him of his base in India.He visits 
every three months and still retains his 
Indian citUenship. And now that he has 
ridden the crest of popularity here, 
perhaps Subramaniam will experience i 
more than musical fusion with India. 
fMmi f Wfcv^lifow CMf 
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SHbramwiim can I iflord to 
i|ner« the Indian rfliity. Hil 
dalffl to fame rests on tha unique 
fuiien that he hM created 
between Indian and western 
rmnic. Though purMs pf both 
genres mayipumMtn,hehas 
done more than any ether 
maskian of his genofaboR to 
popularise dassieat Indian mink 
in the west 
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trousers and Ihu nxip of ouKv hair could I impress his countrymen. Afl througl 





ODDSANDTRENDS 


I Attoveraatatue 

I I s it Rabindra Bhavan or 
I Pushkin Bhavan? This queS' 

I tk>n is beiiiK asked in art and 
; literary circles ever since a 
) 6* foot bronze statue of the 
Russian poet was installed on 
I a red slune pedestal recently 
in Delhi's Raboidra bhavan. 
The Bhavan bouses the 
I three art academies of the 
I coumry^Lalit KaU 
Akademi. San^eet Kala 
Akademi and Sahrtya Kala 
Akademi—and is regarded as 
an architect ural delight. 



Understandably, Pushicin s 
statue has angered the direc* 
tors of the three Akademies. 


I including Guish Komad and 
I Prof Sankho Chowdhury, 
and the architect of 
Rabmdra Bhavan, Habib 
Kehman. who feel that the 
huge statue has marred the 
architectural aesthetics of 
I the com^x. Besides, the 
I directors have argued tliat 
i instead of Pushkin, a large 
I statue of Tagore should have 
I been install^ as Rabindra 
' Bhavan ia named aher him. 


^mjabi bobbies 


Ln. 


iguage problems will 
Koon be a thi^ of the past toi 
Punjabi aeulers in LondcAS 
Southall. Kor, the London 
bobby is soon to acquire an 
added quakficatior)—know- 

WNOAV 4^10 brnemm 



ledge of the Punjabi tongue. 
In order to n^rove ctitt- 
mumaticn and race rela- 
lions, the London poke have 
decided that al cope on the 
beat in the dty's Pvmpibi 
ghetto wiU have to le^ the 
language. Said the chief m- 
spector of Southal poke: 

hope thu Ml lead to a 
much more i^fetsiuoal 
approach by our ofkers. 
especially with domestic vio- 
lefKe where they wiB have tu 
deal with people who may 
Kg have a very good grasp of 
Kngbsh." 

Talk abc/ut bridging the 
rommuRication gap! 


Monumental 

decay 

Ills listed anunji the world 
heritage mumsnents. Hut 
tile unique thirteenth cemury 
Sun Ten^ in Konvk. Ona- 
sa. B getting seriously dam¬ 
aged, leadvg to deferences 
among conaervationiais over 
the preservation methods 
used. Senior archaei>k>xi8rs of 
the Archae olofpeal Sur^y of 
India (ASH da^ that theie is 
an inherent defect in the 


gigantic stone slabs used to 
build the terrvle. The stones 
are prone to rapid erosion as 
a re^t of salinity, and the 
miasmg slabs in the temple's 
founoation are aBowvNg sea 
water to seep iito the super¬ 
structure. 

But a study by a dwnusfry 
professor of Cuttack a 
Kaver^w Colege ctaims 
that ihe chemkBb used for 
cleaning the Sun Temple are 
responsible for deeiroying 
the monument, as they are 
accelerating (he process of 
erosion and decay. The AS!, 
the study says. hM been 
sprayng some orgarac po- 
fymer* and using epoxy re¬ 
sms to fix the damaged por¬ 
tions which is having an 
adverse effect. 

Whrie the differences per¬ 
sist. the temple continues to 
erode and corrode with 
pieces of masonry coming off 
every now and (hen. 


Bird9can 

^lature's flyoiK species 
and the mechanii^ flying 
machines made by man are 
ob^oushr not made for each 


THIS INDIA 



• CHHATRAPUR A man who died two years apo has 
been unanimously eiecied to a cotmeivive committee a 
the Navgaon deveioprneni bioch Although many peopfo 
knew thai thB pecson was osad lor two years, tvs 
nominatior) lorm was aubmifled. scruimised and acceote^ 
The Hfavbda (Asim Kumai Basu. Nagpur) 

• WAAANOAt. Svpbnetm ot AS villages nave been 
unaM *0 take cher^ even sa months alter the gram 
ptnehayv elections because the ex-sarp^icnes have 
relused to hand over chaige. The distnci pvKhay^f had 
issued instructions to the divisional paneftayai oljicer to 
launch prosecutions againsi those sarpanches who havs* 
retused to reknqush rherr chafpe-indran ^rpress (Avula 
Rameth Chanoer, Hyderabad) 

e NAGPUR Pregnant worr>en of the Mang Marodi com¬ 
munity. prior to thee delivery, court arrest and invariably 
land up m jail. It has been found Vai as the dsSvery date 
approaches, these women begin to steel household 
anlclm liom poen belies. Thwy are ceugl*l TedhenoeU 
and are put behmd bars. The reason tor thee behaviour is 
simple. SAce the ur^ source of Svekhood for thess 
women ie peddiirig houor, they prefer impcieonment to 
ensure that they gei>)uthiious food es weH as dekvei their 
babiea at the government's expensO'/ndwA £xp/ess (D.N. 
Raisn. Thene) 


other. Bird hits have become 
a msior menace for nxxlem- 
dayieU. Irxban Airlines suf- 
I fored a loss of K$ 2 crores in 
I one fiyonth alone in S^em* 

I ber as a result of 2S bird hits. 

I isne of wh>ch caused serious 
engine damage. And it is the 
brger birds which are a big¬ 
ger hazard^vultures. Idles 
and hawks-^and account for 
B8 per cent of the hits. As a 
desperate measure, the civil 
aviation mmntry is now 
toyng with the idea of adopt - 
mg ilw Japanese prKtke of 
pamting Urge eyes in the 
front of sirersft. The big eyea 
have been found to scare 
away the big birds flying 
around landing strips at air- 

I 


Wortha 

daughter 

yN hit pereuation and 
cuemon can't do. money 
rah'—this is Ihe conclusion 
famdy planning officials of the 
Maharashtra govenuneni 
have arrived at. Kor years 
now, pokidans have vowed 



to vnseove the status of 
women but in vain While the 
female child is still unwanted 
and female foeticide is on the 
rise, the state government 
has bit upon a novel way of 
persuading prospective pa¬ 
rents chat, perhaps, th^ 
stood to gain a bt ^ having 
one or (wo daughters. 

Ihe Pandit JawaharUi 
BaDcatyan Award has been 
instituted and wdl offer Rs 
10,000 to any couple who 
have no sons and go in for 
ftenfisatKB after having one 
or (wo daughters. 







MICO. The spark that moves millions. 


M tlikons of vehicle owners all over the 
country get off to a flying start. Everyday 
With MICO. 

MICO spark plugs incorporate the latest 
intemabonal technology from Bosch, 

West Germany • pioneers and leaders in 
spark plug technology. 

An excellent example of this is the MICO 
Super • India's first bi-metal electrode spark 
plug. 

MICO spark plugs are available in every 
pah of the country. 

So when you fit a spark plug, stick to 
proven quality. Buy MICO. And ride on 
confidently! 

® MICO 

LICENCE BOSCH 


i 


MICO makss a matching aparfc plug for avary Mtan vahiola. 
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^ ARia [V Mirch-n k$rn\ 
This IS a favorable wesa 

** y’^U You Will 8 <ljOV 

Support o> frisnds Sj^ rM- 
tvss. EmploySfS and col- 
iMgoM will help ycu However, there are 
chances of unpleasant disputes and arpu- 
mams A word of advice, do not speak you 
mind. This is not a favourable perod lof 
rornance and rrarnage 
Oood Aates: 6. 8 and 10 
LiKky nembifi: 2. 3 and a 

Favourable direedee ; Nonh 






TAURUS (21 Aahl-» May) 
An exceiieni week lor ihotio 
in rove However, oo not be 
exiravapani (O pieese your 
beloved. Try not to negieci 
yourdut es You will.have to strive hard to 
win the praise of empioyera Do r>oi 
leave your iob in a hgrry FinanDally. Ihis is 
a bright week, foi you 'nigh: gam some 

i roperty. Take care of your heaiih 
eeS dates: 8. 7 and a 
Lucky mifflban: i 6 and 7 
fivMraaie direcilen: Soutri 

GEMINI (21 Mav-2SAn8}A 
very prosperous week for 
those m business Fushax 
your pending dean and 
make new contacts Young 
people Will have a very busy social He 
Those ih service might be surpr<eed by a 
sudden promoiion. Romance and matrimo* 
mal plans can be puisued Creatrve ariisis 
wiH have a very successful week You are 
advised to take cere of your heaim 
Oeod dates; a. p and e 
Luetty numbtn: 7. a and 9 
Faveuiebia dUiciion: weat 

CANCER 121 J«ae-2a July) 
Tr>is IS an excellent week 
for rorriBhce. A word 0* 
caution, however, for those 
coniempiaimg marnage do 
not make a hasty deciaton. Those of you 
who are In service wiH do weK to consult 
your colleagues and supenors. A fnend of 
the opposite sex will help you m an 
important matter, Oe not gel carried away 
by your recent success. 

0m 4 dates; 4, 5 and 6 
Lucky iHHnMfi: 6, 7 and 8 
Favourable dimiifn: East 





liO (21 Jelr-M Asaesi) 

The stars ire r your levou' 
Uvs week So giab every 
opportuhily that comes your 
way Persons of the oppo- 
sue sex wiH go out of itie<s way lo rieip you 
•n your ventures You may be templed imo 
extravagance by your goM fo tune A leiier 
wiU bring you the exceiieni piece of news 
vou have been weSing for 
Geed dates: &. 7 and 9 
Lucky ■embefl' 4. S end 8 
FaveersMe eirtcUae, Nonh west 


VIRGO (21 As|uil-»2C 
Sapteniberl T]vs week n not 
favourable lor you Bui do 
not be disheartened for the 
end oi the week w4i bring 
you a ptsasam surprise You could seek 
the help of an etoerty member of the family 
to solve your problem But. waich yovr 
temper which coukJ get you toic trouble 
You are advised to exerose caubon. 

Booe Mes; S. 6 and 7 
Leaky nmkm: 1. 6 and 8 
FiveureWe sirtctlee: East 

UVRA (21 Itglembsr^ 
OaieMr) This wiii be a 
peaceful week riowever, 
you may not be able lo an 
beck and reiea. tor a loumey 
IS m the offing Tor those In busmAss. this 
IS an excellent time to enter mto new 
contracts and buy new stocks. Welch your 
fyaakh A word of caution, do not souander 
your resources A good time for romance 
and memege 
Gee* dans: 4. 7 and 10 
Le^ senbert: 3. 6 and 9 

Souti 




SCORPIO— (21 OMer. 
Mesamberf a lavourabie 
week with progress on eft 
fronts. Those m govern- 
men! service are Uteiy to 
be rewarded wSh a ptomcfxtn Busness- 
rrven yid thoee in independent professions 
may undertake risky.ventures to achieve 
their gMis Those lootong forward to s 
transfer w<H have their desires fuiflied Oo 
not be extravagant. 

6^ dates: 5. 6 and 9 
uicly Meiben: 4. 7 end 9 
fa veeneis dtreedee: West 




SAOITTARIUS (21 Nevatn- 
ber—28 Dsesmber) A spien. 
did week lies ahead of you 
Oo not hesitate to grab 
every opportuniTy that com 
es youi way Have conlidence in others 
This is the •ime lo make drastic changes m 
your career This is noi a good time tor 
romericearid marnage A leiter might bring 

E ood news 

Md daiat: 6. 7 ar>d 10 
eemberv: t. 5 shd 6 
Favoefible direction; Norm •east 

CAPRICORN (21 Oacambat 
—29 Jaseiry) Not a very 
good week. Minor prop* 
lema will keep boiherina 
you from lime IC time, A 
lrier>d may try to deceive you, so be on 
your guard Do not be disheartened by a 
sudden reversal of looune ii will be oni/ a 
lemoorary setback. This is ihe time ic 
establish coniacis with people 
Oeed deles; 6, 9 and i0 
Lucky nsfflbeft: a. S and 6 
Faveerabia directlaa: North 

A0UARIU8 (21 Januaiy-2Q 

Febryiiy) This is noi a good 
week lor you You wiil be 
troubied by deception and 
trickery by people you have 
trusted so long Those in (ova will have a 
trying tirne. In feet, a romance could come 
to a sudden end esusmg great disireaa. 
Promotions are likely lor (hoae in service. A 
lime lact and diplomacy m your dealings 
With relatives could nelp you 
Oea« dmt: 4, 6 ar>d 9 
Lecky nembirs; i, 3 and 7 
Feveertble bireetten: South-west 



^ / 'v % 




FI8CU (21 Febretry—20 

Martb) It Will be wonhwh le 
lor you to C0nri«rve yOur 
energy and resources this 
week. Oo riot enter into 
new business contracts Try lo Curb extra¬ 
vagant tendencies. For those not yet m 
love, be on the lookoui; you might fmd a 
suitable oatlner. The financial problems 
that you are having will soon be solved. 
Be patient arvs your hard times will end. 
Good bilei: b. 6 and 10 
leaky awibtis: 2. 8 and 9 
FmsrtMe MfKttbA: East 


8t»r Pwtiin: 6«nhif—I k 


This is not the most fdMl of reiat«nehipe.The Oarntm man wm net be abia to pul up wuh the leo woman's troQueni ouibursis 
of temper. The continued prtesure on the nvo to make a succeea of metr Uvea togethar will acigafiy serve to destroy 

them. 






Secret for A\en 



RANDOM NOTKS 


MUDftAHAKSHASA 


A tate of two 
Sharads 


I n the* end It Sh^rad 
Jo»hi whti iMckeri oft. (Ik* 
SlM'Uah Saniiihnlarvi k^uder 
hiid niimiunied imiiW aKainsi 
llw Mahiircbtitna ilntl nnnis 

let, Shar«] Tawar, for n* 
ne^iinK <mi tlK‘ pr<Knise» ol 
support mnde U> lilt aillim 
larnier^ of lilt »Uit. whik' lit 
wiib in ihi* <>|)pinuiion I'art 

H illt CirivnslST WA'i il tlllkh 
hy'iK'd up >r:(rin /vtndr. 

liu! all It look wite iwu 
rminrl> of talks with I’a war 
fi>T .loshi Ui wiih<lru\v lik* 
b.Yridyr. siiyiri^: 'Ik*niaitds 
font iiilii ltd b\ ilk' S;iiiKh.iia* 
na arc m nniK ipk* aiwirfahle 
to all ^ttfRenitd and llkti. is 
c'vtTy hktliisNx* o| a fiiriit 
consensus about tiKii impk* 
menialHtfj ' 

j(»shi next pbrs to liokJ an 
imJtfiniTt Sith\ivi;ilut ni Kt 
tiniiet» I’tlaipnn&a pLini lo 
pr< )t t s I tile iP >vtrnn itni ^ 
rv'w itxlik {xihry, whR'h, 
evident Iv, favoiMs Ki kinet. 
Itixniwy Jhriiifl. (trkay and 
{ilhi'r rmiis of th.it ilk aC Iht 
oxpensi* of hurnNc ((rflijii 
prowtrs. 

Enlori Sharad I'a war:' 


$haradPa«ar; 
flood nogotlator 




The indignant 
Assamese 


D (u»idar'Jian and Kead* 
erV Ihjjcsl hioe ruffled 
a tew leathers in 
Assani. 11 k' vharjtc; distort 
inj; t he stale s onape iTi^lead 
of pofiravinp A>s.ini js an 
KlvUk kind nl vrrriiuil parkJy 
fli*kK, swavinp |xihn Iri'ts 
kiid the oni**horrH*d the 
nxtrtis, the lek'S4*nal pio* 
duitsl .11 hJ dnei t«tl hv KnljKi* 
Ki l^^iH ha'> hirn ''opi*nlv 
iwsiepri senimp* Assmiese 
ruliore. itanpUm its detrac* 
tors H'hi^ir nuin priKise 
Sivnis lo Ik’ that sieiie irf thi* 
e]>is(R)es feature kizv. cor 
njpl and iiMSi'rlv iieiffile xs 
(vniralclunH ier'' H'hep(i*s< 
ident nl lh<* As'^iii SahUt.i 
Saiihii, KiiiKuiih Huanfci. 
has denuflded tiuit ihi* lete* 
cast iH this serial Ik*, diserdi- 
tmu(*d. (rnrw'aUv, the *dMor- 
lets' are the Assamese 




Vng^Hnarflia. hurtlnfl 
AMaowM eoMMient* 

ihetiiH’hH's. for tl)e venal is 
based tat short st«>r*es by 
well* known Assanii'se en¬ 
ters and Ktfiirv n ine 
Hc'fited by iil)U]Hit llaziinka. 
Uh' hipii pnesi of A^kaniese 
I'uhure. 

Reader's Ihpest lys also 

fk\-n accus<*d 'd inisrepte* 
sentuip th(* AssMineai*. A Rs 
7 errire danupe sun has been 
bmirpht apauisi d bv three 
ronipkuiwnis ai tlie Kantrup 
IhsirKi Court. 11h*v have 
ubfeebd to n*nain unurkK 
in I hi’ tfvurku s /Atfe.sr (ximA' 
fo t>f the de- 

stTibinp llie Asunu’Si’ as 
"fierreh' independent p**<<plc 
who le^nt the Henpali Hti* 
liner .mis wlv» later mo\eU 
int(» (he area. As rei'enlly 
1W4. I he AscmK’M* have 
niass^red (be iniinipranis 
with iradilmnal bows and 
arrows," Why such state¬ 
ments. ask the iiKtipnani 
petitionees, when the whok 
world knows lliat ttie Assam 
apitalnai was a pi'»'eftit and 
nun-wilent one. 


Wanted: A 
Governor 


W hen will (he North¬ 
eastern Provincial 
Council m Sii Untka beivane 
uperat tonal ^ Wh> (be delay 
now (hat decipna aa* <iver^ 
Reason' there is no Cnw- 
emor to swear in the mem¬ 
bers. Apparendy. nn one 


wants to l.'tkr up this nsk) 
assiptuiteni and theiebs in¬ 
cur the wrath ol Ixith the 
H'aiml 1'ipei's Htxi tlx’ Sinhaln 
JVP extremists. 

Sn l^iinkci Prc.skk’ni Juiiius 
J a vewa rdero ’ had i ii i i i.il l> 
dpp<anted Siicllon Ranarty^. 
a loniiei depot v niiriisler kn 
juslk’e. .IS the tiover?K>f vi 
the N<»rtii-Ka»iem it<»vinci*. 
lie was asked iri lake cliarpe 
iiiWK’dialdv after the polls. 
Mid realisinp I ha I Ins life 
would hr ai stake if he hnik 
(he job. Kanaiaja turned 
down ilu’ I'reside ni 'v oiler. 
In (mi. be aKo (pni ilu* rulitip 
United Naiion;il Party. 

file ]K»si was then offered 
to a civil servant. Lionel 



PrMWaM JayewtrMrW: In ■ tlx 
Pemaiklo.' but he also de¬ 
clined It. Pernandu had 
starved 111 Ibe lainil areas as 
a puvemmeni apeni fequiva- 
lent to a district mapiatnile in 
the Indian svsieiid and wa^ 
sut)poM*d to iuive been very 
po)>u!ar with the 1'amils. !u: 
Jayewardene Ihcmphi he 
woutd fit (he bill. Kui Periun* 
do w«i& obvKHislv reluc(aTi( to 
risk his tik’ lin* the sake of his 
country. 

Al the irik* of passinp (he 
VMh AjiM’ndinent to the Sri 
Lankan (Uinst ii uti on. 
Jayewardene had declared 
that he would appoint a 
Sinhalese as the (iovemor of 
tiH* new Tamil province (n 
promote communal aiiiiiy. 
Now that no Siniialese seems 
to want ibe job. will he settle 
lor a Tamil (Jovemor?* 












DELHI DIARY 


E NI 2 AMJDDIN 


Whose bill was 
it anyway? 

W firK I Ik' lh!kht’\ 

MU Oh* 

(k A Wi-iv • .uhJiiv .1 shMiM hi 
I'UliMIIM’tM hi'l Vii-vl, ft 
m! (Ml*‘ 
»i t<' <oihIik 1 M»u iIh'M 
hitU* Hii'ki 

till L*i*i '\iiMi NrJiUl. tin* 1IIW 
K ].uj M'ltiUi k’.iili>r. Kiri 
*>iiM r I hr nuiiruiu** *0 
NcIimi s 0 ,mvi|i( 4 *i (n l.•HVlMn 

fm.iil •>hi|»f»iiii; lVk'r»Hi Kmvi 

Tikk«M>'. MH 1 , L i»n>:u vKim*ii 
III Oil' i.ljriMl kiVi ikT\l *|K‘ 
rrAillllV .il*'i|il fiM\^ NriiilJ 
i Mlllll UlM' .ll''*! «l*il Mi« h iin 
i'X]H*iMV« kish 11 k’ 
k'UH iiKj>ii'il III lf*<' |jlu*>h Hi'N’l 
A^i 1 llk till .1 (iiti iM'i’k iIIkI ini 
;U i IKImIh'i, iIh cki\ !•< Ilk' 
I'l'iSftl'^i. •Hr kitt'I 

WAS illiiniiiMivil. 

Mmu iMi’kl iIh' jiHllii) < V 
iMiiiiii *<i ,1 ji.iinr 

iii.iiiiil.i 4 imuk: (l•lll|l.lt»^ Ipvi' 
.iINu ill'll ;i \vi'iiiliii>j Th;it 
IIKiki**' tin r.iM|iMi> ikh* 
lhi«i|«'i| l>\ M.iilh.lll.H* Si HhIli 
Mr {/M.ikri hi mill .i|>|H'<rl 
.instill* III I<Mii|MriMiri' 

All 1.Ills, Ili4 v'irii>*U'ss MIV 

li.iM' 1 hI’ ll nuking* |Hi|ii« rn 
i|uiii(s.i' IliiM .Asliuk fl'i^r 
iiiih li <Ih 1 |)ii’ hiil ixniH* '•* 
Ulih phki’il n]> Ihc (<ih^ 
Ihrvit'Viu. mu ij{ 

U 

.iIhiu; iIk 



Joshi’s tiyst 
with Devi Lei 



T«n 4 *Aw*r • 44 lt to* potftkel i« 
<Ki1i*iMiK itf ill Ohh HhllhiV 

itfiHiml "Anw Ni’hrn is hr 
IrUM k*svr Ml low IOhI IMIII' 
X II. Ik* is NnuKl t(i luvc fi-H 
Ilk' InH uhtik* cnK m s4Hn(" 

tniik r|sr’> niiriH* |iriihiilil\ 
likki>*'s." Iv sas's. 

Exchanging 

notes 

T .rii'i .Anwji. Kihiii's 

Ih.idi’sh Cimjtri’sMl) 

ilw.*!, tiiiN ii (Itn h>r pi 4)111*31 
K^XIIItT A OVpk* III lil>H 


Arun Nehnj. 
Bxpentive b«Wi 
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W l 1 Is Onilsisb Josin 

nkikini^ sik' 1 ) tri*(jik*nl 
tups to Mai ran.) HHavan, tlir 
NUih'H ittK*>ii*IUkix* III Nrw 
IMIiir' TIk* vixis Ilf t|k' i*(Ii 
l(M 111 till* hkJhut 

/*A/Mi *> sistri }uihlk .i(iim in 

fliiKii. hilliik Ik' sank* p.il 

i(*rtk M» iii.ih Ill's up to ilii* 
U I'liOiKi anti asks "Is Ml'M 
Uil mT VAIh’Ii i(il(t iJi.it Ilk' 
Iktv.iivirhk’dmiiiMi'l in itol. 

Ik* uuiHiti’s iiui lii«rian^ U'li 

i14\ ilisiipiHniili’d. 

Lvniis III liu* i.i|i.Ul >:iv 
likki Jnslii's visits <0111 hmii a 
vriv |h*immmI jHitpiX' He 
waiiisfk’M l^il Ilk ;kri;inui' [•> 
1 vivi* liiin noiniiMU'd tn llir 
K'ljyH SiMiii hy Ik* fl|j|)osi 

ir 


nflii AnwHt hixl ulk'l^'d Hot 
"ii tloM* n-lalivv" nt V I’. 
Suiuh I read hi> stnO Iwv 
iikAk’v Muslh*)! .iWk’ny in :i 
SwnH liaiik ik’v’oum eotk' 
nai)K*<J 1*4*js<Mh' hi* wiis 
iR'i’t rat'd b\ a iiHnni'hsi ta 
wi’H'kiwmn Snijdi vrimy ami 
rAk’ of Ihs prAlii'a! advijk’rsi 
M IMIh iiirpon. IV iouni.il 
(Si iiski'd Aimar kVlikT k* 
IbkI any |irm4 thsit tk* rncuK’S 
til Ik’ Uink .H'iSHiin w.is Uf 
ixisitrd bv V.r. Siiixh. 
Ajiu'ai tiiik'd I hilt Ih* IuhI :itt 
Ik* |iriM4 lliiit Wii^ iKVi't. 
snrt 

thiH Uil Ik* iiiuk to 
Ihrr.ili'ii. "iKr voo kium ilut 
V I* Sni^i IS jbcxfl to wnlr a 
k’lli^ to ^txi s;i\iiip llbit yiHi 
arr wi*k I mie to all l lie luom *y 
m Ik’ iVji’iN'k’ iH'ixwH If 
>Hiu ran lui nidi ('VkU'ih'i* llial 

It exists/*' Ki’plieil Anwar 

cguaJly: *'JlH*n. I will wnir tir 
V. I*. Saigh sa^’intt tkii Kk)i\ 
Ciamlhi will jovc lun ;d the 
moriL’y in laAus' rf hf lan do 
the sanH'.** 




DavI Lai, helping • trtanfl 

iHifi. V/lwirvi’i Ik* irulli. 
Josin h.is Iks'okm* very ilruk* 
to thi’ Jai ik*>isiinl U*^ik>i oi 
tik. Kn-f}|lv, Ik* Ikn.'MVk 
fnf'>niMiHiii iiiHl iHjIlIk'ttv (li*- 
ixirUjH’iii disirihuti'cl phoiii- 
KTaplh. i.i various ni'wsp^ip 
Cl'S, of Ikvi ].iil <11 kJ Jodu, 
wlitcli kvri’ laki’t] at an 
rally. TIv rnihs 
k’lh’Vi* tivii tins is ik* tirsl 
it<*p lukt’ii Ijy J)e*vi Lai to 
lauik'h the Junsutf.i edilnr a» 
1 pkilihi* fiioirc.0 
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en time stops fbv n little sweetness. 
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'e are there to share 
those moments with you. 




Swtetemng an entire generatm. 


eaiaj Hindustrian brings you the 
finest sugar crysiais manulaclured 
from sun-kissed sugarcane 

With an expertise perfected over 
50 years from one of India's 
foremost sugar manufacturing units, 
has enabled Baia) Hindusthar\ (o 
crush 12 lakh tonnes of sugarcane 
annually by working in 
close harmony with jj 

60,000 farmers 

Keeping you in close touch 
with Ihe best things m life everyday 
m everyway' 













A 

NATIONAL 

DISGRACE 

Cancelled flights, delays, 
crashes, indifferent service. 
Can Indian Airlines get any 
worse? 










You can’t stop 


a man on a Hero Honda. 


:A 


iTom talking. 













When we launched the Hero 
Honda CD 100 in 1985, we knew 
it was a good thing. A ha 
confirmed by the ownera. 

Some are moved by the 
economy (80 km/Uire*). Some by 
the easy maintenance. Others by 
the name of Honda. And all 
exult in the riding pleasure of 
India’s only 4-stroke 100 cc 
bike. Honda engineering— 

Hero’s choice. 

In all. 200,000 happy ownen, 
each with his own reason for 
feeling good To all of you. we 
can say one thing. You’ve got a 
good thing going. 


All said and done. 


•• 



HTASirp 
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COVERS TORY 2E 

A NATIONAL DISCNACC 

Thou»andit c4 passengers are 
inc'invenienced i*vvry week 
because of carh’rlled (biiht.s, 
inlermirnbie delays, freqik’nl 
crashes and an indifferent service. 
Can Indian Airbnes jtei any 
woTM’i' A rrp«*n. 


SPECIAL REPORT 12 

GOVERNORS UNDER 
SIEGE 

hi fkhai. Andhr<i lYade^h and 
Kerabk (he (hivemomare under 
attack from ihc respeclm vlucf 
mmisIcTic. And H is ih>( (he* 
line that th<> i wo uffieeM have 
been at k«|2i*rhead>. 


CONVERSATION 24 

*1 CAN HELP THE 
CONGRESS TOWIN' 

Kan^lii Kiitii. the* Lkihutan baiiui) 
Party IriHief, claims that hi» party 
will play a key role in the 
((XthriNi un^ ekv i h «is. 



NEW56EAT4C 

MARXISTS AND THE 
MEDIA 

Does the ruling CHKM) 01 West 
bened consider the media as an 
adversary? While its leaders make 
no bones about their dishke of a 
heading Cakcuiu-based daiy. Ks 
cadres have unleashed a vkilent 
campaign tgamst a S9«vih'based 
Ben^ daily. A report. 



COMMENT 


RELIGION 38 

SPUTINTHCDOMC 

The Ihtbri Mss^id CoordinatKin 
Convnrttee which han 
spearlieaded the bbenition 
miivemenl si Ayudhya. has split 
into (WO (actions. 


rNDEPTH18 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 

IV Prmx' Minister's ciffu'e has 
prepart'd a pn igranime to take 
demorraev In the vdlages. Uul wiU 
the pbui ever take 08? 


PROFILE 66 

Controversial legal luminary 
Kamjelhmalani has Vgged the 
hitK'hght in rec ent tunes as (he 
foremost Kajiv*baiter. 


ART 48 

DIFFERENT STROKES 

Baruda-based Khupen Khakhar is 
mure than just a painter, 
rmfesswuially a chartered 
accountant, he observes far more 




than obvious realties and bfinga 
to art a keenly analytkul visba 
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SnndAyweek 62 
Oddi and TPaads 44 
Baal 87 
Spolllf hi 88 
























Hm to ktop 

Nfh-pOflPfmenei, n^^od 
piwco. Gtom bucket ytboof 
tKorawt, rtchknm. ttockon, 
i pftodia wweyof jyitemt, 
oonpon crawff n, mobJe 
ron^ comma poMte 
(iKd^. mo6Me cnjth«t ond 
pJoRO. WM our 
cumfetv pPo^M too. (and 
Htfim it on uom^) our 
con u iOwcy js to valued bf our 
exitdnf cAenti, IM v^rtuofV ^ 
Mr r^«« onten come to us 
Com i oifKf in end 
p or^monct end dM bodunf of 

a . West Ctomony. A frw 
roooom forournputtO 
€dpo6N»bes. 
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dhi a»saKStfHtiun case were 
revealt^ The aitk le states 
lUM Ki-har Suigh bees a 
ck*a(h ffnWntx fnr master* 
iiu>daivt the cflnsjxracy. 
HoMYVLf. iherepaal 
iva nientMin any where h(»w 
exactly he was involved m 
the case. 


Hie contpirecy 

Y ours w;isilv first iiui&i 
wio <tHieih.it Altin 
ih*! f';il SiM^h int<*Jml in 
hithi n (l.iMilhrs i'ksSitssiiL’iluiri 


( VivlfultlttMlt. -HI 2fi 


Niivciiilvri Miinv uitknnwn 


tiiClsHhoikl tU* t.ist* liiiNs 


kTnliiiiuidkt I 'litthi Sikh 
oxIrcinMs, /«ri«seretl hvfl|> 
vniUui Mlm’si.ii. rnnsUr 


numled ihr I'nnspirtKy in iV 
awiiy wtili the Ihio PniiK 


Not SO clean 

A prr 4 )»sllK* spnial re* 
pun IA ri^pufatron under 
. 2 it a‘i N»)\ ember), it 
IS rt'olv v«ink’al tlxii th* 1.4‘h 
hVml L*ij»*nini*iii uliH'ti tuiH 


uni il nxitH Iv hr«s 1 «l 4 rf an 
\iiit)k’iiush(*<l ri'VuiaiHjA ai 
iIh’ stale and caDed thi* jfirv* 
t*rninerH .it ik^CVnirerf 
IMnidimnol utfTuplKin. Iwk 
Um'tf hei>n invlk'nu>0 id thrir 
itutiyt starMlals. iljvnti Hasu 
W'.is ckirHii) with neptilisni 






TTw 9e*tftr Ttmpw miiing pehilet wDh reUgien 


MiDisU r. 1 1 'i pkh v<il 
w (irship is I ti nx*d uit< • an 
arminiry, tltenauihnritii*< 
have nil nplton hot in exler* 
inmate Iht' extremals fur Ow 
sakeoftlK'Cnuniry Mrs 
(iaridhi's decision iM^sh out 
Sikli lemirisls frcHiiTbe (hil- 
den 1 eii^' was a division of 
the entile nntKin A llHirnuith 
inveshiisntinn is nrediHi tn 
brinttdUl mure details. 

B.M. SoM. 

• YiHir ciAer .<1110 WiK III* 
Kkrn unknnwn 
ml I he Indira ()an* 


cn I he Hen^l I .amp case, the 
blext one is that of despi <* 
isnc ^Yiv did the slate 04V* 
emment totally disregard the 
iihfei'tions raised by lU* 
iranspoii and fmame dms 
trK's and hand over monet hi 
the Kntish shareholders of 
I he Cak'utia 1’ram Cuni|ianv? 

Second, why was the pov* 
envTHmi soenihu«usla ab* 
<fur priHudov ihe mteresis 
< if Cl C s loreiitn sharehol¬ 
ders? VNlwlcwer may have 
brtm his mk* m \hv wlsile 
ciininnvrsy. Jyoii liasu 


I 






jutkial probe mlo tk* 
nuiter. 

Am*. CiMtt rWMf 


Through the lene 

T k I'N all'll .iiu/< ^vas a 

vivid pialrayal <4 Ik* City 
(t>A*urfa rvvrsrf<*dl W 'Ifi 
Miw’eniberi. 'rk'iKiurtMifH 
nekstBW-puller bendiOK 
undit Ihe weijshi <4 ks dre 
ary exrsteni'c raised an im* 
portani <|ueK(sin: nm’t il imte 
(he <1urisma(k' vkef minister 
repliHTd ik* hand-puUed 
nekshiiw'5 with •.yi.'W 
rk'k^w’s?Jyuli Hasu skiuM 
lake a leaf out i4 the k <ok «4. 
t In* former ehvimoustei nf 
Tanul NaditC.N. Annadur 
ai. who liad banned manual 
nefcshaw s from tk roads 1 4 
Madr.is more than ten 
>x*ars api. Can wvksih 
forw’ard to n ^Ist century 
when Ihe iily c4|oy' 
w4l be wiihout its 
DilHiman lundpulkd 
r^'k slaw's' 

N.P. HMt ys mm. Madrai 
(TmtSMtdiit 

fta|i» ft * n rt h i~ rn m a f il 



Unconvincing 

C nnxTHtuInliMis lov tk' 
HajivfiaiidiD mier vk*w 
(/twj 'hKjtu.', ) ;i • ] h 

Nnwink'i I ilk* I'nnu* 
Minister’s answers on llic 
wk>k* were far Irran saUsJac 
lory, tnik hokirscasi*, k* 
suon*sUih«ii Ik kH'MMcks 
iiiitfhi hiive k*eR ped for 
siaiK’iA'iiuine work. Me 
simuld have meiUioned llu< 
pttssibihiy m I'arliainerii in* 
stead uf rnteitonealU slatiriv 
tliat rKimiddleiikn and kick* 
ba<*k.s were mvi^lved in IJk* 
K<4nrs deal. 11 is also uuile 
ama2mK k)w mielkence 



■ 











agencies Ifte KAW and Chi 
have not been aMe to resolve 
the Eiofors tangle. Rajiv Gan* 
dhi.no duubt, has once again 
tri^ CO prove chat the cor* 
ruption charges against him 
are lalse. but Uiled as he has 
always done. 


rramfaMbt 

■ The 24'page interview 
was a waste (»l time and 
vaiuablv nevrsprirt. Evenaf* 
ter making strenuoas effi^rts 
tu go through the interview, 
one remains as confused as 
before. No dtKibi Sukusv 
has sold a large number of 
copies because of the tnier* 
vK»w hut has It enlightened 
anyone:^ 

V~ g<ff> New Mar 

• The events oc IW? 
tog^'ificr with the number of 
aDeg^tKins Uwetti'U againsi 
the f'nnw Minister liave 
giver) (he 1 )pivisitH>n am|]li* 
scope to diSi redil th*; gov* 
ernment at the Centre. U 
Kajiv lirindhi wants tu create 
a attong and (s oooniK ally 
Atahle ('rxintrv. he must first 
deal with (he current prob¬ 
lems and bring ahout radical 
cheinges in his p(»lick*s. I'his 
ak)necHn thwart the efforts 
the (IppositKin to ovei • 
throw his g<»vcmm<*rit. 

Mrtim PtfVmtnthr. MMraa 
iTamffAlMbt 


Nehru and 
Kashmir 

J. Akbar slates that 
Nehru did not wish to 
lake any nsks as Car as 
Kashmir was aincemed 
(ITte Ne/trus, 6—12 Novem¬ 
ber). Nehru had already 
comnatled a blunder when 
he did not heed tlie request 
of his military officers and col 
for a ceasefire. Was the blun¬ 
der a result of listening to 
Mountbatten s advice? W^it 
be too much to state that 
Pandit Nehru was more in¬ 
terested 01 perM^nal rebtiOAS 
than in pedibcal realities cem- 
ceming the country? When 
janunu and Kaslimir sought 
India’s help in 1947 when 
Pakistan attacked the valley. 
India agreed to send troop* 
only after the accesaion of 
the state. Why did Nehru 







ugTi.'t' to a spis’iul sUilu- liM 
KaiUinur? Shoukln’l fvhjsx* 
a'Mbwd ihai Slk-dth .MMlulkih 
was ihM in hivour of ji siang 
P;duslaik fudyhot auM* his ami 
waK 1 o hi* pnoH* innvsti'r • 4 
an dxk’pi’iKk'nt Kashmir? 

SiHikh AMuMi was newr 
imtYcslcduiMVuliirisni Mr 
Inedio keqxhppro 

l*ak»taia i knuiU s >4ilv 

tohoiditasapfV^iMrr 
against India. 

«.«. Wanda. iMlD^ fCMbr 


Among the best 

S I IN oA\ di’M’rvr S h • he 
CiMigr.ilubU'dUe’ ihi’ 

well-wiiUen fratuiftVhc* 
gn a/ .siflMvrir. 3ti < Mobef 
4 NovHnbef» Ri'khn h«*fcmgs 
1 < > the- disl mguished group 1 4 
actresses who tan carry a 
rntirvly cm their 4rwn. 
I'his rare quality has helpcsl 
her m outshining her cunteni 
poranes falu‘ Zcvnal Aman. 



AvgllabI* By Pott (Inland) 

Rs 2*2 tor a yeai (S2 ssues); Rs 504 tor 2 years 
(104 issues) 

An armutf savmg ot Rs 50 on the newsstand pries 
Posiaoairse 
Address you* order to* 

TltoC lic abBsa I h asi i rfU) 
iWMsUafPaMkaLH. 
CaMaTNMl 

Pbise draw yeur demand draft chaqua in favour of 
Ananda Bazar Pairiki Lid.. CatouBa 


positkm is being throatenod 
in the Hindi bcH. (Ih‘ PM iv; 
trying to woo the ’I'amil mns- 
ses. 1 sincerely hope that 
Tamil Nadu does lun laS prey 
to this age-4lid irk k! 


Yogecia Hali.iral Miiim Mali* 
IN ami t'>en fiH Mig iIm* chat 
k*Mge of iK’vt^'onH-rs like 
Snuiii. M.«dhun.iiidMan- 
rkikmi. Kihiis like fVurao 
jMn. (•hitr. KfMl^srl(l^.lr and 
Kinnut tUkin M,uuin fH*<ir 
IcstuiKHiy to this Ability, 
KokKa can mrk.^'d be rankicl 
wiili Nargis. Suniiya and 

Madhulul.1. 

reMMer oaesA and awsfy dsM 
CstevW OVest Bw^ 


Wooing the 
Tamllt 

T Ik* iirtKle made tmerost 
rat reading ( YTk* .*iourheni 
••iffsisiw. 1^1 IfiNovem- 
Her). [ bipc, for the sake (4 
Tamil Nadu, thal gawH<*rs 
(Kki'i make wrieri^. Kapv 
<>andhi tUvMild n-fr^i frtan 
nbikmg conniienrs like I fie 
l>MK ff ''siding on tlr laps 
(4Htfidi weOa/is*. 

At the moment KajivGan- 
cSii IK busy making empt y 
promises. Just bucausc hes 


Immature 

T he columniKt app<*ars tu 
I lave overliMiked llw re- 
percussions ol redui mg the 
voting age from 21 to 18 
years Ane, U--19 

NovemlieD. As he has wnt- 
ten, lU* numbi r of \N>!crs 
would uKTeas<*by4.48 
cmres. Hut will these 
youngsters, mainly Hludenis, 
bi* maiure oik sigh to lake 
siM'h decisk>nK?Jf Ifie guv- 
envnem accepts the decision 



POwwefthsMItoC 

at bll. ihi*n politics and ixiliti- 
cians will soon find their way 
mio M'fxHils and colleges. 
Hh* columnist nivist realise 
thm we havi* nnrigfit to play 
with 1 he careers of |H*opic on 
wliijse Kh'Ailders the future 
of our country lirfs, 

WlMB Pm, 9lmbm»aw4t 

<OrH40f 

B The proposal tu reduce 
the voimg age from 21 to 
18 years is a gorjd one. ft will 
giveachamx* to more Indi¬ 
ans to cIkkisc their repre¬ 
sentatives. Redu^ngthe 
voting age to 18 years will 
bring about an 11 per cent 
increase m the number of 
voters. A similar proposal 
was forwarded in the pHitt 
loo. but the Klertiofl Cum- 
mission (bd n<il Ihink it waa 
in^irtant. 

P na /mtl B. BaahmtfUi, AM» 

(MfharaaMrt/ 


•wiPAv •« .If UMPMM 


SPOTLIGHT 



Ktiy sull Iviw, 

iliK'l imniMcrufWv'.i 
f’i im;,il, lichr*tkc'thclxK'k 
kill' N.ix.diU* miAcinvikt )>) 
f>roi]M>(in^ t« miiIkiII NimilK - 
lsri> Id sudi k'ltKlfiii 

Ui dolliijk ihiit in lu' 
<lHln'l t v<11U1 Uir sialc H-rtin 
l>lav III anink’ninliDrul 
lMiiii<iim>ni III M.rl:ivsi;i Uir 
h’.ii OmI (!>< ali'ViKV Tuan 
II* iki;«il imulii Ir.uf Ion u< 

« lllU'IKl* of Vlnll'nt*'. 

\<nf, k;»v’<irvih«llkv 
•*.iiik*irMk Ml ruiijali. Alk r 

IK lMsk’llI Mibyinu. Iirlnu 
Uol Ilk' (.mill' lod^rwlD 
li>i<i Ilk' hiMi N.kiion:il 
(iai.M's iIh'u I Iv 
lh.il III iIk’ f»i iirMiiriiT ni a 
rikijoj 'sfXMlinji^ 111 . ilu' 
Sikhs WklMoi^'t aThkul Ihi 
v'Kik'iuv an<i i’hi'H’ iIm' 

>:.iiikes mstvuil 

IVrhM|K hui Ml I’uiiial). 
lKN k(<> MMV w<mIi MU'J Ilian 
iDolkall 


No wedding bells, after all 

# It was too good to last. Whan bofuddled former 
llajneeshjta Vinod Khanna began going around with 
AmHia Singh, the hefty daughter of Emergency-efi 
femme fata/e. Rukshana Stiltana, friends ot both 
were delighted. It a little surprised. After all, 
Khanna had always made It clear that the great love 
of his life was estranged wife Geetan|all. Artd while 
the women ($onu W^la, Luboa Adam, etc.I tumb l ed 
through his sheets, he remained resolutely de< 
tached. Amrrta, too, despite a love of sporty studs 
(Sunny Deol, Ravi Shastrl) preferred men with 
nothing between their ears and no maturity. 

So, when the couple began going out (Amrita put 
it about that she preferred Vli^ to Amitabh). 
nobody thought it would last. But last It did arid last 
month, the lovers even announced that they would 
make it permanent. 

Unfortunately. VInod has just backed out. His 
friends say that the recent death of his father has 
thrown him into an emotional taHspin and he's 
decided that he can't go through with the wedding. 
Some years ago, when his mother died, he turned 
to ftajneesh tor solace. Nobody Is willing to take any 
bets on what this tragedy 
will make him do. 

VM>oOKb*nnji bMkingMili 
iriqk^ik Am«M« Sirvgh 


$$ fUy tOO(t*Hdip»o«n«cy 

Game for peace 

# |r K'.imI.iInmiC lkiVU;iUs 
(ImI wI«ii itukNilil. iIh<v <ki 
tHH- (H lW1>l|||lltr< AtDiMI 
-lnk<* m |iL»v IihiiIiiII. SkI 
(liMirrlvi^MnloK K;fV\ tir 

fi| iSin 

yilh lll»VklUdv t’MM l 
strike lojinMi'sl 1h<' iih*uni 
iiu: U’rninnt VHik'iM* H<il ms 
h>r UHrfkil. .weK. tlkrt s 
iiiHdlHM nuiliei 4 ’iihr<'h' 


A noMe cause 

e f/r « mil tfiiili't/iv \iiH4ih 

•>t l*uttituU. huittlii hnniti 

KUun tliK\ rjiliM' liw 
Hrtu\U *iHyUH mrv tjiyi 
nutuh. shf f'trA/W 4//14 n< Her 
t ufUmn Hviv 4 o~ho\i Ilf fhv 
first-t’y vr Hiiin hwil ttaU m 
THv iUUft hti\t\ (ifj 
tiu'if n#'«% /rDVA’wof 
f/j 4 ’ Miif-httHHliul Man'hi''- 
tif untt «<'- 

trr.w inH'v Ward 

Thf iHtil Muv fwitt at iIk 

irriitts liipptnin$me dt\to tn 
iKurUt h'rifmiK id thr l.tinh 
hi// 4 ^ ihr iiionrv 
rai.vrc/ (£HMf.O(Mft Uf stive 
African rmnfiirerts. ft tni.v 
attendej hv the usmoI cniwi/ 
of HiMtftiy Henevs and 
Sfoa/ie Hangers indudtnf: a 
\maltenng ofytrung rovaU. 
umong them Va(<mnt Lsn^ 
lev tparenn: L**rxl ^non-dtm 
umf Pritteest Margaret) and 
Ladv Helen Wmd\or (pa~ 
rents: the Ihike and OikH- 
ess of Kent). 

Mean'*'*iite. hack m she 
subeonhnent. there's much 
fp 4 ’< u/afj<>i* ahtHU Khan s 
statubng hvi/i the 
Pakistani regime. After oU. 
he was Zia'.\ favourtte and 
the iiener^ rera tnnd for 


/ii« uicUh lit i;e<ii;rD'ifi 
iilmuut It k// (hi\ mill Hi 
Miiiir iieuiiiM die Piiihiiu ‘ 

.t/«a 7 »r //t 4 f//i( 7 i. Shw 
///Pi 4 /l 4 ' and the Ktum K' 4 >r' 4 ' 
i4/.v«M r4iil(Vl7ir;i(rrrrv i/Mh* 
turd 




Chief minister 
in a jam 

0 him h« likvd chil* 
(lr<*n. W,(*. rvloru^l: 

‘'iMiilfd". K«inHK| >\hdiill;ih. 
the fhiilMcni thief iihniMer 
111 Jummij ;ind Ku>hinir. 
rvceailv hud riUM^n 1 o ct hu 
(liost* senllnwiil^. \i u rv- 
i'viM st'mlnur or iVufnc 
Sii re( \ U K'vk. vt ery I h ini» 

dnmrd uccurdinK t» plun 

(ill u tchiMilKirl uasu^ked. u 
lit lit ecHidvsivndinKl). <f she 
HMuld like (oeuiMrihute l» 
iliedlHii«sMifl. 

She did. indeed, und 
the iH*s1 itoitiier uT un 
hiiur teuriiiy iiitii liutfk 
iondilhiits hi kuNhiiiir: 
iMmnmdrd nilnihuM's. 
ete*(viivintt. He. In faH. she 
siiid. thvsltualhm hud iin- 
pnned t^hiUHhivrrmii Juk* 
mahun run Ihinits. bid ihh'v 



FarooQ At)«vli«h •mburrauM 
VhiliiHuh eume In p*mrr. U 
tius hui'k lu M|uurr iHie. 

I he schiHMfiirlS frunk* 
ness hnikf the fhRideuIrs 
und while an mihurrwv^d 
VbdiilUh M|urrim>d in hK 
H’ul. speaker aflcr speaker 
kamhHsIcd Ihr Uale tpitrrn* 
meni's hundlinK uf Ihr iraf* 
fiesiiualNin. FinaHv.lhe 
chief minbler attempted in 
play Ihr bcMsuIcnt despni. 
Would schnolfflrls like him 
lu resrree some seals in 
buses for Ihem? He was 
rebuffed: **W'e wani equah 
Hi not favour.** 


ifiwan Klutn jMiMh ' 



«• • 


Entertaining la Gkirbacheva 

e h^i’r mimirt-rs iuUhi’r Hip' hi titu^' \lh'’s tihuiw \o 
Mfuitrafuftii'll-uiriu'if-tna Hi’i l•lll’mlt^\ aitf hvi Htpp>>' 
ht tuM'-i' id n/iur dn v vrtfv u/mm rrlviinnj; rinppm'. ('i>K^*r<«si 
Vr S'airtiii Heprit/l-./i m tiwpiirlx 's rcie/untt fi/iuuinii Avr/ 
^•iipiiu's iatt’M fnuffipti (umi- i/«»/mv dir nsU of /he 
/toilHM hew lo /Vf/w, « fu’ii theonlv fmu turn thiii Htiof 
( it V htM hvi'ii tatnuU’ii on i ^ 
hvt r>ivri n*4<i </ tt'itfHirlx’ • 

r*r|eaM/i<v/^l Hip ^ 

/ /K' 4 * i (’ffw* H tis a /I'h'-i/' I 
A^t'ih-twreu mrmhi n of ihr i 
lUtlU •! hif fhHirii < 1/ littouu! 
iiiHfiti. n Hioshio- 
\p,ut\nritf pri^Mf:imtfu 
s hret of m /j«7» Htp i v the . 

vth/tn /he real reuum. ttf 
itHi/M'. nus pH hi ttepliilhih I 
Ir; ilnfii'fn/u itH'll’t iHiiirt Itul I 

i/l«* HY«i 

All Ht'tii n <7^ lilt Hiina. 
u’hou ihplttmafn \ki/P itir 
4Jfr ;««if tvilh KaliMiiiih Hili \ 

4h iiuiniiei/m kiuiH is-fiv tin 

/ fiKhxh /hhi:iii 4 i:<' fM<iiiii:ou' ' 

hut ti HoHhu//e A/liiis. ^ MwwMah. thrown 

Hip pimhinf P w an ini vm vr 1 ^ h^o* 
mtiUiHitits \iiiii "(Mi.hrtl. /hr(itohiiihn'Mirrfu'ri\ 

II H//itti eitii/iHi 4WI fM I h^tiiHiii M ill hut r a nrn' t‘\- 
•»iA* * I <*«»r pir a /Hirn • lo lumii h 

So iliHihi, ihe nr\s Utnr, I the IPnth nUtuni, of <onf \r 



Taking glasnost too far 


Af 


# Whun Rujlv Gandhi 
ushered in an era of glat- 
nostin Ooordarshan. his 
miniona were quick to 
point out that their leader 
had taken a leaf out of 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
book. Bui at last month’s 
closing ceremony for the 
Russian festival, both 
Gandhi and Gor^chev 
seemed to realise that 
there was. perhaps, such 
a thlr>g as takinq g/as- 
nosr too far. 

Comrade Mikhail, do* 
spite his oft-expressed 
love of all thinga Indian, 
was clearly III at ease 
because of our homeq* 
rewn fites. Or. more ape* 
eincafiy. a pabular fly. 
As the festivities got 
under way, Gorbachev 
■pant all hit time swat* 
tirtg away a paraistsnt fly 
thal appeared to find hla 
cherubic featurea Irrea* 
istibia. The batileof the 


general secretsfy and Ihe 
fiy was relayed live, coast 
to coast, by Ooordar* 
shan't cameramen who, 
periodically, zoomed In 
for close-up reports from 
the war zone. 

The network's commit* 
ment to truth and fair* 
ness also led its alert 
camera unit to focus 
lovingly on Prime Minis* 
ter Rajiv Qsndhi. a ges* 
ture of aesthetic homage 
that would have been en* 
tlrely In keeping with 
Ooordarshan's oft* 
expressed Independ* 
ertce—hed Rajiv not 
dozed off during the per* 
forma nee. 

All in all. is it any won* 
der that the Prime Minis¬ 
ter thinks that after ell 
this gfasnoaf rubbish, it's 
time for s bit of good old 
Brezhnevism on lelevi* 
alori7n 


iT 




DELHI DIARY 


0 f. NIZAMUDOm 


New-found 

eloquence 


A fter ftHjr vrMis i)f ht'iriK 
IViine Minister, Kaiiv 
(Ajindhi IS riiiillv lii(iti>K hts 

slntU' ;is :< s|M'< 1 li oukei. 
IfiN prnf>k*iii IS tlbil fH**s nvisi 
«(rtiirorLifik* m) f’jikths^i aiwf 
witeii \H‘ In s|MMk III 
lltiwJi, he leserU In n.im> 
e,xW lAikeii tY|N’ rhetnfk i*r 
i>;ro;iii') fu/ne ifefr/iiu fwiri. 
Mill in reienl tivnilhs the 
I'h^lish NjH'eilk's have wn- 
proved M>iiKi(h'iabfv. 

AI Mailris hist iiHHith. Im* 
lore Hilo the Natiniial Kroiii. 
itesnihinK it as a itnaipinkt 
"wiiIkhiI f>Te.iif)h'. without 
|)i oKiaiiiim* ami without 
|>nlu’les'\ It w. Ik nikI, ikK 
siMiMieh a Naluavil Kiuiil as 
Ipaiisi ) ”a NatHHiaf aftrom” 
(treat stiitl. Al this rate, 
perhaps II IS K.ijiv who 
slmujil have heeli ehs’led 
seiieiaiv of ihe CooilirKlkV 
I 'iiit)ii! 

Me.iiiwNe, all thh Pk*w 
Ittijiiil eliMjueiKT luis (oiii 
jih’lelv tliiowM ihi* lIppoN 
tiiHi. A^heii il IIh Nalioiuil 





, 8etw> Sh«rm>. freeft ectuiiOow 

I 

I Klimt was uidmt an afirorM, 
N.T. HaiiM fiinii*<1. 'll is 

I IN' J'miH* Minslers fault. 
He IS iMAlk ismi; ihe rssut .*’ 
(HiviouiJy. hfl'K rK*fe'Vrs 
lhaf the tut ion's kMdinK 
I flpposition parly los nothtnp 
to rhi wilh imhfH s? 

♦ • 4 

Diversionary 

tactics 


T Ih Kir;>res.s*iksis»in to 

allat'lt IhtMTi b> just <me <if 
the firnMnos (muik the l{in* 


eonteundinf ttie 
OppoeMon 




k 
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duas. fn the ahenitath of 
bofurs, the v^li^y Siretus 
desrended on the Mrimt 
Minister’s offue, hiioie 
around Kme Cours«' Koad, 
and finaly Kot Satifth 'MarMe 
Ilk’ Sh»rm» to iiuivey In 
Main' that the Hindu)ii md 
fm»\s would talu' eart* of rv 
erythiAB. (Satisli. *( rowM*. 
did this frir Iree.l 

’Hk* HindubuKs ilaoned 
that llx 7 wiruld nuiiaffe K.im 
JethrnaUni so that lu* 
wouMn'i ask any eniharras* 
sum quest H ms. iltiev dkl 
lie's been wfv (|Uk'i tins 
year. 1 also saHl that 
they had “lakiui lare" of N. 
Kaiii of 77 k‘ Hmdii- Hus was 
a I'laini. IhjC 

whim 77 k* /tmdu jHWied no 
rK’W (tofoTS diK’uiiMmts lor 
SIX nKMiths, the* )irothi<rs said 
IIhs was diK* lo Ihiqr efforis. 

’Ihen. last month. i 1 all 
eiiiiH* badly unslmk 77k* 

. Hmdu imnud lol> of m‘w 
rloA'iKtRiUs If also repro* 
ikhinl Miirtio Ardlxik diary 
wlik'h showed how tin* for- 
iiiif Kofors iKi’sKkuU had 
master minded tin* emver up 
akmp with (i.l* Itindiija. 
'(’hen. Jelhrnahmi held a 
press ixHifereiHX' tn whii h lie 
I su>tpt*s1ed lhal Salisli and 
I SmiJ had iHk keled the 

Ifofors iixeR'v. 

’I’he regime is now 
pintt laid with tk* bmihers. 

It i!» esoecialy ant^*red hy 
I Ik* su^Kestun lhal in Ik* 

, wake of 77 k' Hifuhi iIimIo* 
survs. Ik’ Ifmdupis iwi Jeth- 
iikilani. their kept pokluun. 
up to impbcatin>* Sonu as a 
im*ans of diverting alteniHm 
liiNti ihenL IJelhrraLia also 
ins’oivcd (k* floxJuhugs’ bae 
son man. .Satish Shamia. but 
(Ih* Captam lacks rk brains 
lo leahse that he’s been 
made a foul of .l 

Nevertheless, the 
brotk’rs are omikSerU ihai 
rm action will be taken 
a^^nst I hem. even though 
iJie Swedkdi ^rfi^seeulor has 
authi’nikaiid 77 h’ itmdu 
documents. 

What IS the basis k>r this 
confidenct’^ 


Taking on the 
Hindujas 

A : last, the gluve.s an* off. 

After moTrths of pussy 
footing. S, iiunjmurthv. <ine 
of three pt^'iple in India who 
iindersiiirids Hofors. has 
riiullv decided to take on ihe 
HimlujdS. In whal must 'ank 
as iHie of the fuiest |He<’es of 
expk 11 iat< ir y )i hi rruil is in i >ii 
Ihe Kolors affair, Itiebwyer- 
i u m' a i 1 o u i> t a n I • c u m • 
ins estigal ive rep< irt er look 
over tk’ trout page of the 
litdi^in A.’xpress to denums- 
irate how all iIm* evideniY 
llial has so fai been uneiir* 




FUmnaili Go*rwa. 

••lonitMng tvmarouna 

OK'd leads im'x<irahlv (<i one 
eonelusioii: the limdujas 
Imve taken the monev and 
will gel a wav with il. 

Koi Kamnjth (loenka to 
allow (runimurthy to say this 
in his papi'r rejiresenis an 
astonishing turnaround. So 
far. Ik’ mereiinal priipiKtor 
has called everybody else 
names, but lias refused to 
aikjw his g<Kid buddH’S (and 
betK fac tors?), die Hindutas. 
t<i be attacked in Ihe Ex~ 
pre.ss. 

Now, the <ild kiy has final* 
ly dev’iiicd ihat the Hindu* 
bugs can't k* allowed lo gel 
.iway with It and has ttanc* 
tKined piei'eH critical of tliemj 


•VMRAt ii.if 
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Attractive /rew nitc 

SI 'AH U K SI \S,S 1« >NS 305 mm. • 152.5 mm. 

IN I RCHMIONC 

,H. Rain Son^ 

ShRjK.S 

s )(i Sk^n^ukHjs 

I Ih' i> in .11X I - ,*( T«jifi < on n lilr 

Ui. Sj«.ji1< k kVnh Sotui Siiir^ ItiHifrc 
vill'lk ‘.hijilt « K I rklit <Tl.U|i< riKKXt 
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Winning ft nine times 

cannot be 
sheer 
hance 



. ., , Gigarat 

* y ' Narmada 
Auto 




(A«My owvd aaaavy (H G^) 

^4arndCBn{igBf S? DfI CaMM 


Ac ShoUnur, 
Ahmedabad. Karavali, 
Jaipur, Chandigarh. 
Mysore, Nagpur and 
Dhrangadhra. And the 
Eanh to Sky Himalayan 
Expedition. 

EHoftlt^ly, the 
Narmada I'WPnncc 
won Ovei nine different 
terrains 


Normadj ISO Print e 
Powerful iSOct engine 
That delivers sheer 
jxiwei and dependable 
toughness 42Kms per 
litre fuel efficiency 
under city nding 
conditions Ana a safe 
1200 min wide 
'Vheelbase 

Narmada 150 Prince. 
Powerful, economical, 
stable and dependable. 
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IN THE HEAT OF THE NIGHT: BOMBAY'S GANG WARS 



M<4nM Chl%4bnA ri.ulMM Srth 

THE TAKE-OVER 
TYCOONS 











For 5 

diet-conscious years 
Vve said ' 



‘NO’ to sugar 




Now 

I SAY YES! to 


C’! 


i 


i&o 


It’s not saccharin 
It tastes just like 


have not had my favourite 
•weet lassi for years. 

Vatch/ng my weight, you 
itow! Now, I can have sweet 
assU tea, coffee, even 
xme-made sweets. 
hoAs to SUGAR FREE. 


\o saccharin. 

>0 t^r aher-tastc! 

Unlike other sugar substitutes. 
SUGAR FREE is ionnulated from 
two amino adds. It is therefore 
metabdieed by the body in the 
same way as any naturai prote in 
No carcinogenic side-effects. 

No bitter jfter-taste Ike sacchaiti 



sweeteners. It tastes )ust like sugar. 

V Cut the caloriesl Two tabs of 
SUGAR FREE (equal to 
2 teaspoons of su^r) contain just 
0.8 calottes as against 40 calottes. 
in sugar Idea) for wei^twatchers, 
calorie counters and aabebcs. 


Only 

SUGAR FREE 
hat the 
rsaturaJ taste 
of su^ without 


calorie counters and aabebcs. 

SUGAR FREE is Indis s first non-sdcchanr 
su^ substtcute. SUGAR FREE type 
sweeteners are approved m 
over 69 countries arte are used :n 
thousands of food products including 
Dm Peps and Diet 
Now SUGAR FREE is available to you 
for the first fimt wt^ the Cadila stamp 
of Intemattofial quality. 



A^rsnaJCC. 
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WHOSE ACT IS IT 
ANYWAY? 

’IhrCctitnl t>ar Citrtiil 
AvMK Ml Writ lMsiUin|R<fl down cai 
fill ii'^l .It« A il h .in A< I w I iH 11 St Al e s 
llsil tVifuiHliRec stHHild Hi^n i^n .til 
. 111 * ir w Ik I luis IIH ir r 1 1 urn I J filn i ^ 
<*n luiid VVImi dll Ihr aiinr^. 
priirfuivr^ .ind 'lire* tuis Icri 
ihr Alt' 






In (hi$ extract frtun hi< bixik. 7bt 
Hlnquenl Hrvsh, caniHMiisl K. K 
Laxnun takei* a UkA at ihe wirU 
Around h'm. 
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People's choice 

T jM' ’ lorv »• 
U'li 'IMIV u rMlin^ < 

;«'\(NovnnU f 'Mh‘ 

' Uh HJir kis (jrMlIv 

! lo|l^uMvol^ itrTui/n ll,l^ 

, sk^wi^ ifi.ri <k'U millMtHJil 

;iimI kill I wtirk i«iii lH*lpa 

|H iMMi MV’rTi tMik* |>l>^l:Kh’S 

M M )i !(• 1 Ii6 ’ !: wn \ I m l Iv 

I'nki^trm !Vm|^** 's I’arty 

an 

jilisolL»ic nyiioniv. Ik'ikixir 
was alwas s \\m‘ v i>f iht» 
nka'iH<» Pakisitam 

KiiVTinriK’iit. Uriuuii (iliuilo 
nir Ih* 1 4 ink|)Hivci wiih iht- 
\iiU‘ Indira < iiiiidlii aixl ckh’ 
l>n|H*>i iKil lU' InriiKT will 
jiri>v<* In III' as capalih* a 
U'adci as I Ilf III Her. I’akisUin 

ki> lahnun'd unilcr tnihiar)* 

riilf Inr41 hn^vcars II i> 
.tinu' lilt'«lAiuirv WHS alkiwcd 
tn lilralhf luwlViMUT .(]i!;iiil 

S«drcAMtfw*d« St(B«Av, 
Wr9kvd<Or*9$»> 

• Kvfn ilamuli cbi tv was 
uiumc iUday in rnsniruUiiiK 
Hmmr |{hiUlnas iIk* I’nnu' 
Minist«T<i( IVikisian. sht* Uk! 
I'liii'rKO lilt vH'lnr uikS iakv 
lip when* lierhile fallier lud 
U’fl ufr. My tx'sl wiKhi*s tn 
hiTaiidllM' pecpkMif 
Pakistan 

A/ Prtrv. BttMb9n09ww 
fOri—M) 

■ I'akiMun Kfonis to have 
disowned Gent^ral ^la and 
wlutever sUiod form the 

sh<iil spaiHft <hi'thrtrc 

motiilis stiKf his death. 
Jl4)wi*ver, It IS Quite cleai 
dint the amiy cnnliiities to hx* 
ds strong as lieuite, Hemrir 

mitd’t lutve U'Conie the 
IVinie Minister but she will 
he St the tneiey of the army. 
Democracy in tliai eouniry 


0«<lMlr Bhutto. lAMO oppool 

will bi* onpriilKtiMt. Anv 
way. iIh* istunlrv is siambnu 
at iIk* iTossrikirls mkIhiiv 

IH*W dl*Vl*hl|MIR*1l1 WlllU* 

keenlv walilvst hv M«MiirH*s 
alliivvi iJh* wiifid 

¥. Sef«r. MmOoM 

B {nifvi mv omitiaiitLitHMi*' 
U»\ Ih* ftfsl wi an.iii I *i ion* 
MinislrriH P.iktsl.vi, As;* 
Muslim I helmet. It«*n;iy;ii 
siiiHild hiBow (Ih* |xiih m 
honest y and tU'^l k e :>s pn*- 
siTiftt d Uv IskiniH i<*h>9*ai \ 
wish Ik'f suiv«*ss ami pr.iv* n» 
(hi* .Ahi n^dd v I n ^ i* lx *r 
si ren»!t 1 1 aix) <*i hii ahti* 1 <»k'ad 
lk‘i emnri: varKl iikiki* H rmi' 
<it the U.'xliiiK tulxms la thi* 
w'orld. 

r«n^ Hmm*i ArK CMfcuHo 

9 lienuzir l^hull o's asj i iciiid- 
in}2 vtctoryin tlw Pakistan 
parliamentary eknlKHb 
shouM he welroruerl by aB 
Indians because it tfi » vKiiwy 
for deiTH»T»i y. nx'over* 
wht*knine support tl»t Re* 
nazir received at the huMtt4t» 
shows tliat the prsi^ik* of 
Pakistan wi*rv bv and bryte 
lixt upof niililary ruk*. Hit 
vwiory Will sun*fy open a 
new rhapte* in Indo Pak re* 
btiuns. 

tilkidkwm§tmttacimryrm, 
CJdCrttt (¥fmt 99f^f 


• ITh* result r4 1 hi* ckvtHms 
liad led < ex* l<* wi ii kKt if 

Ik'ii.izir wmikf Im' invited lo 
MnitU*MitsmuiM'iU thx* 
(4*«is4Si lor tills I <»uld Ik' Hk* 
iiuiiihi roi siMistIui tlx i*PP 
Won <r^ouiol jnt. K<« 
shk*s. fVesid«*xi I4 mu Khan 
sii*! iHs1 1 o lx uiiik'i'Mksi yl >• 
mil iinitiiiK Heiwir loix* 
imiH* PrviH* Mintster 
Asses *411^ 11 k* [icevjilin^ 
MtiulHKi rii J’nkM;iM. otx* call 
iMsitcimHliKk* lltil demo* 

1*1 ai'v HI l^dusta^ is a kir crv. 
ffwtm Om. Blmbsn»*wtr 

■ llk're an* iwo i|iH‘slHXU* 
wimli ri'iiviin, Kirsi, wiBilw 
turKtaira*ntahsisai Pakistan 
li»k*ralca wmiun Prime 
Mnsler' Second, has Pakis¬ 
tan atlameO nuluntv to 
tfnliraivrtemoiraiyr’ All 

abne JHikistan’s nikTS have 
vn* mil aged nubiary nde ixi 
the assumption that t heir 
country vras not ready fiT 
democra(*y. Any coabticm 
jEOvermienI m Pakistan wiR 
mvxnably csOUpsc. fovin^ 
way tu diiiaU^shv oi imbi • 
ary* r\de. The pmipk* id 
Pakisiw wiN do well to real* 
isv Ihe inir**r 1 <UK'e of lienxi* 
craev, rw •Hse history will 
push the c« unlry t wo centur* 
m behind. Moreover. Pakis* 
lan should Slop its hatc*li>dia 


i.ini(>.nini s*' that IxMti * nun* 
lni*s can !i\i* in p<*.u:c. \i hn h 
Will alv) t'lwhli' them toi ui 
down on di'k'tn'i* i*vx'*Nji 
inn*. And tndui uill lx* happi 

ttitw\<>,itk>nvK.i,iiii i»*iKh* 
lx Mil 

O.S Inr. B0nK0hr* 
fK^m^lwksi 


' Suicide or 
murder? 

I ti.HlilK' .ii'lhk' xn Ihr 
rk alii Ml 11« *.| |,,k| s 111,11x1 
<bii};liTi'i 10 l.m wii>nMU*u*si 
i/»<*,jrh;ij I,' 

N'ArmIx*! '1 ll«sriiilHiJ. 
Alilxnichtill'll I iituMMchi 

SIM* I'VKlelM ( 1' KAO lllill 
Supilia N di .itli Has j) i :is<'«»[ 
iKMiih idi*. diailiK ^iill re 
mini Till* ImoI*' with wliu li 
IIk'IxhIv u.is 4iis;><M*clul 
k'aMiiK Miih ii iIiiImmii'' 
riHKU in ii'iMH i hMoriohr/. 
r.itv till' <k*a1h bv accidoni 
tlu'orv. sueui sis]mil play. 

'l1u*tlK*or\ ol thcpnii 
lw\ in»( avt'idi’iilallv itijiio off 



Supriya SlngS, unftxtunit* rnd 

atjpears the least crediWe, 
How can a ^un go < ^fl 
aiCKk'niallv lhnce> Moreov 
iH. 'be ide.i of rMiidiM'tini; the 
(Mist mortem at the very 
pLu e wiK'ri* the death occur¬ 
red IS tHthcr atraiiKv. While 
Om Pnikash Chauiaki. Sup- 
nya's lather-m*law, says tliat 
the body wasnol lunched till 
licr parents arrived, Ram* 
Chandra M:itoria, fathi^ruf 
lh« dei*eased. s;iKt that on his 
arriymg ai 1 vja Khrra, lie 
found (be body wrapped in a 

tm 
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ijUifi AV (hc‘S(‘ questir>n> <Aii} 
[jerhops I ent.im ut 1 a^^^YL^ed 
It has nots lKa‘11 taken |im 
j^anied Ih;fi ihe (k*.iih ivas 
cauwtl hy acorieiit. Nmer- 
tlK'lens .> CBI cnquiH' mto 
I hi' iiu'idcni shiiufdhiiYL' 
been Ilf A'rcil 


K»bl$h»k»f CthutlM 


9 T\yv news ^briul I he (\^Mh 
o| Ivvi \/AVi iTr.inddiUKhier' 
Ill-law was indeed dh<H*kihK. 
Wlhit wn^even nuire hi an¬ 
te was I hr f;Kt dint 
Siipi lya was prc^ntatil at Uie 
iiinr lit her death. ltaiHi» 
imderslaiid how Ahivfv 

the lair Siiimya s lutv 
ImihI. I an now avl 
h hi'^ ow n sister-m law wU» 
iHiaih l''iverirsold.Tliv 
k.'ovrnimrnt sluaild i<Hiie 
loiwaMliiTuI lake ssiHius 
steps tneiisurt'lluil ihosr 
uniltv ol ari.im^n^lhrsr car 
K inarnaKrs are Win Ui riv 
pnnishrd. , 


H. Cctmbston 

irgmUPfOvt 


The two Aruns 


T he artK k* (Xi Arun Sini;h 
and Arun Ni'hru was ui 


I and Arun Ni'hru was ui 
tercfttinic l ?7if* f:iU i>1 thr two 
Atvnf>. 21 Ni ivvflibei 31 A" 
cvitihcr). riu rATtihal 
lull o| the two Arut .> sidl 
features as a major story in 
the rm'Oia underlirH'S tlie sig¬ 
nificance of these twu tower- 
inji; persorwblies in liidbi’s 
p( ililicu I scene 11 hes been a 
pleasure knowinjtihe two 
from dose quartets. I ihmk it 
IS wronj^ to sufflest that 
Arun Stride failed to establish 
a rapport with the bureaucra¬ 
cy. The secret of his success 
was tiuit he had the confi¬ 
dence of the bureaucrats. 

The controversy over 
whether he had undennined 
the authority of the bureauc¬ 
rats ws-a-vjsthe defence 
personnel is acluaBy a crea* 

tkm of a seetion uf t he civilian 

authority w ho felt insecure. 
Arun Singh k a no-nunsense 
man, and firm and rnjthhil. 

He i» being unnecessarily 
dragged into the controversy 
over Operation BniaUcks. 
Or is it a plot to discredit 
him? 
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Anm M*<ifu <MU ane SingW 

Ha nilwi Anini«. oi 

((«iT'«*’. i)i4itH.diN nwrti 
anihiiHHJ> hilt. iIh II. wliv 
ikot.'Thi’fi'iv isiiMb ditU I 
vnic m lU’Mh-.uiiivoi |riiv 
C t\|H<k.'lHK*d III tK lwt> 
Alim* N.iMi.iih. Viuti 
Nohrui.«<if uicHU'i Mun 

jR’fiiHm it»MU iht’ I 
|M *lltK kliw .llbl hlidiv N’ii |M rl 
to iho uik itl.ati’ !■ Jilw.ii 'HI 
rkirNi wmIrm iht> ruhnu |mi tv 
ll tH, kmevn. wioiieipNiv 

tlwt Kujn (/iHultii xIihmmIIs- 

rrUlVKidui) i 1 h tu' loii^in 
l>V not .itlrndiMU Ok w^kluiu 
of Ni'liru*>. iloudvic’ K^nlhiU 
VMutcwrit« lh<' riHliirnig 
nivstoiwv tlx I.kI ii-iibiiiis 
lh.ll llw iwo Anui>tiHiki imU 
fbivv fctiMinixi .iv (NfUgo 
giH'sol K.ijiv ii.imllHtoi bxiy. 
i's|x*i btllv ri A iMik*' mg 11 hit 
(hi’V Ihivm*! iihiv tolkrwmi: 
ol Ihi’ii own. Yvt, viisiio- 
ikiv. the 1 w o Anins r.K» U* • •! 
greui b«*ip io K.im* t'.iiKflu 
Wit h vk*t't H Kis n mod I Ih* 11 m 


. 

wiawneiniaftdlngt th« aw 


Given out 


f9A£ymdar. Mew 0»#w 


ShatAanS Saetihar, 
Htftm fMMAI 



Avftilable By Post (Inland) 


Rs 362 lof 8 year f62 issues). Rs 504 toe 2 years 
(I04i$suesl 

An annual sawv) of R$ 50 on the newssiard pnee 
Rostaqefree 
AdOress your order lo 


11w Drtataflie Manager! UI 
Anaada law PtOika LM. 


Please drew your demand drahehaQue «> favour of 
Ananda Ba^ar PairiM Ltd. Calcutfa 


■ hciH kid iiir’Jinmis 
H'lW' i.m .iiuiMu* in 111 *- 

HiiM I .itl tiM' - \>\ lHi;i 
iMiniuilii'i' .1 ’hMix h .i( ihL 
«IS Miitiindi'i Vn.'iiM.iili 
1 hi s Im -111 in I he ' g.) I'H lor , ( 
kMig HUH' .ind sh(«nld Kov 
I iM liM'i 11 twu 11K' V at o aa n. ilK 
.rlnjiu'liol Mimndu'K widi 
H. ij Miigh \ > I ifig; II rii I k '-f III Ut 

tlH'jwuk \\V WHlht llkl'U i 
w'.uoli giM kI ciu krl I .tl tun 
fh.in gr«Ml UI ii kotcr likr 
Anj.nn.Uh tuiMrig In wasti* 


iflMKhn .AiimmmMi C'« 
in*ili • ih iM'iilH^f ni 
i ilhoi; llw’ ihllHShd Ulv 
.1 ’ImiHhof' .fhnnui 
mtl !S* .SmvomiIh I .<lk' 

• oiilxM K'qmureMiHiwthis 
oSirlK'Ml KiiiiidiMuigihi* 

AxM i up. Jx NlK«nkl l•ahn:llK 

UlV*!’ lx« h gl'i I. .1 Ill.UvXk 

ifH* liMhmi -•pbKl <fui Klg Ox 
lu - 1 r-sj .iL'lHINl Ni'W Va'A 

LiikI It 'Xir -• k«(iii« NXk> 
lax <1 I'aiBiH .A n wii ihit fi I v 
..iHM* III lx- JRXH |H*l1l>T»l 
.ilxc III tlx 1(1 ( v.l |us|, IIh n 

ulhil . 111 * (X oj^i uU Mol 1.11 n 
im*d .A^lhiiuikli'i .iixi Kavt 
.slu'.in diHiig III th*- Uvun' Is 
Arkit sUl a ’wonifn Ixiv’ aixl 
i- SlkislM slid iIh'M kiiiqwiii 
of I IhaieixHis' ‘ hiT si'k'i t 1 ll^ 
ihshI l4i ((-iriiiw|ik*i Itx'ir <k* 
M>H HI . 11 HI Ivt tins groot 
icxkct*'! luw 11 k* ilwiixr to 
imkr a ((xiK'kxk 


9>i 
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MotxAdxr Ar(prn»tn anO'y 

his unir as wolf .is .nir. 
t< 1 ing to Mtvl .1 liigv .ll «'s 

llilMtxxi M till < dki)!ii al dr 


(lUi ni. 


Siddharta ffv* Oaffd 


Exposing the Raja 


T 1>« 1 >*limm m.idr III 
(I n”'lifig rr.ufmu 


*0 .yiXnuniliriK 
I loii^if.iilik'i M j AUmi 1oi 

iiiiiipiiU! jibou itnlovAvn l.ict' 
iolivtfu. ll 1 .MiiloTlutwiU dial 
(Militk MU'.«,iii «loi.[i III okIi 
h’vds to nwiligh lU i: .idx i 
shcH’s lor thitr oivn [vt soiial 
glims. If IS Iks onimg m 
rrmsMiglv I Iroi that 
(ianrIJii kr. bi cn falsi’ly iin- 
idk Alcft m i|ie Itofors and 
Swiss b,ii ik 11 mt r * ivvr sh‘s 


R»*hml Tiw0rt. Cxfwtt# (WmI 


• M.J Akiwi iM.snghtlv 
enipItiMv-d dial V.J‘. Singh's 
liok' atnt is not to rxpose only 
Cftfruptxm but Ki'ijiv (i,uid)» s 
c'tjrruptxin. WhikMlw' Kaja 
has rrpealrdlv'asscTlrd 11 ml 
he WHsixil inirrestrfi m anv 






“The Eureka Forbes salesman is so good, 
he is more a friend who introducea 
modem cleanliness and hygiene in my home” 

' - Mr. Arfhjiia KaiiipflmofHomb*>. 



On< oi ihsse d.ivs (Ik' lnfiVi lorlH’s sak'Mnan will ring \ihii 
iloMilirll .mkI iniTiKluK Iiiiiih'II w nil Ins uk'iuin (jril 

llii^ m.ui ins^nri's ^oiilkkiHv- wlmh is<iiiK njlnrjl biuiis«* lie »s 
11 u'inty Till 1 1 K' I.i rg«*si nn isi si ii*cc*vsf ul s j It's * ngjmsaiM m <il iis kci hi hi 

inOi.i il.ii krj In ik'iH'iul.ikle alUT silk's ser\ii4' 

} fir wiff mfuHliKV nuHicm luiim* pnidnccs n> topi' wiili umIjn’s 
I [m>M< no iUiNi iHilluiioii. t onuininautl naUT jnti dU' lack of 
doiinsut kelp 

* I li I i,t> I 'u Ml M Kjiic {>r 4 M Ilk (s |« I sk nK him rile FI Kl K I FAN al I |iiiq k re 
«lean I Mg svsirtn. nhitli is nntch nutre llun a titiiiini elcaner and 

) AQI A 1.1 Al.U . 11 ) line waier lilur cum purilicr 

• I rilOi M AN r. Miovi’N in I'll niiiuiU' spsvks ol dirt aiul dnsl in vtHir 
hOMU* tffi'TlUssk LmII tllisl MMI dulti l klHlW CMMetl AQI Mrl ARI> 

] gives }t»n ilear. sale ilnnkiiig waler <mi Up —at (Ik* flick ol a mviIcIi- 
I cmi il llw i.ivs waurlus lugli haeit nal conianiinalnm 

l?n' Eureka I orlK's sak'Mruu will sImiw you - in ycMjr urn'll iHime - 
kum these pfi>Uuiis c an bring ibe aclvaniap> til nuxlem de'jnliik'ss 
uinl hygiene fe vrnir {.iiiiik M.ikiiig ti a t U arn'r. safer wnirltl lor you 
^o^ oM#i><‘i wail 111! Ills rounds bring him In vour ikHirsitp h>r 
|lMrilier~lhl(im.Mi«.ii tl<» wnie to us at I'lireka I'orlkx PO Ilox 4>f>. 
Lhck.B«lSha^ KNXXlf 


Euroclean 

l!u'.dl k'an)ng‘'^skTit wIih li h 

uMK'liMH.|i ilun..vj^'iijiiuleaiKi, 

Aquaguard 

<)n liiH', w.tici filiei ojiii |Hiritiei 

S EUREKA FORBES LIMITED 

honixts Ul tn xk 111 lie.inlim’S't .hkI hygieiHf 






Insinuatkms and Innuendoes 

^Pbos« wtM ar« m pubbc life have to set used toaH kinds 
I of pulU» pressures and press mnuendoen. One learns 
to Ignore th^. I do. But Kukhp Nayar has crossed al 
limits of decency and uprightness {Fmdiftg a Utrcign ottkx 
boss. 25 September—1 Oct<^r). 

Mr Nayar is a distinguislicd and senior cuhmmlsi but 
regrettably the si|d>ts be has set for hmsetf are nut the 
aame as Ihe sights J have set for mvsetf. 1 hr pt rsonahsed 
titUe*taUle that he nut with embaitassav freguencv 
in the name of tfivestiga tive joumahsm does In t it to 

the great calling that he purports to represent aiu si^t. 
Ke has hurled a number of totally unfouixk'd aUegaiMi^ 
aipinst RK'. I would like hen to prove them. Jl is 
extraordinary that a man who hes had some experieiK’c at 
(he lower middle level in the government iihnuid indulge in 
advocacy of particular officials n the f«)reign office ini 
particuUriobs. There are weH>estshb$hed rales and 
norms for these appointments. 1 serve an injilitutiun. an 
institution founded by Jswaharlal Nehru. J amnot Nxhered 
about this or that individual. 

He has cast aspersions on the ability of a very senior 
menilwr of Ibe foreign service and taken a swipe ai an IFS 
officet Mfrvingio the PrinK* Mnustei'soffii’e. Whalenmles 
him lu do so? 

In the Uhl tliree paragraphs, hr has held me losponsiblt* 
for certain actions that the guvcnaiietU has Likm on vnal 
matters of foreign pnhey. He says. “Naiuar Smgh was 
vmuaily hireign minister and lie rubbed most people (hv 
wrong way. Some of his hrainwavus. amaieun^ as they 
are—like inviting the late (ieneral '/m to Sow I ieSa for 
cjnsultaixjns vn Afghanistan and airdrupptng of food in 
Jaffna^—damaged India's image. Ihcnsbou will have to pay 
for the harm he has done. “ 

Kvery sinjdc word lA this paragraph is untrue. W1ia(vsx*r 
else J may lie i am not nn aiTMteur: I spent Si years as a 
pnifessioiui] diplomat Mr Nayar di ws not have the 
monopoly of pa ii ieti:4rr and ii rs outrageous on his part Ui 
question mirv*. His w n sense lA paMutism is warpi>d and 
peculiar, nut always unmOueiKx^d b> peii> cvsKideraiions 
of personal ambition. 

No one lakes Mr KuSdip Nayar seriously. Kath week, 
unreadable, tired cliches are produced. IVv are forgodeii 
as soon as they ave read but I thought a lime had aane for 
someone to tell lum where he gets off. Ai* apt fogy would 
be m order. 




*3 i *ii *r A. 


MhT 


Kuidip Nogar rtplifa: Every time a journaksi decides to 
reveal what ia not generally known, he risks dispk'asmg 
someone who does not want it to be known Bin this is bs 
duty to his readers and the prcdession he heluivs to. Mr 


position, be has made sure 
that he remains in ihe politic¬ 
al lintelighl. In whatever he 
has done. V.P ^ngbbss 
only shown his chameleon- 
Kke character- 'be it his m 
tence over the Bofors deal, 
his initial refusal to contest 
the Allahabad by-election <ir 
his creabon of 1 an Mor< ha 


Cota politics 

A nd now R is Cffc'a*C<fo 
(iivii J bu, 27 
November- 3<KiuU.Tl. 
three years ii was repsi m 
the press, m lUrlianient and 
party fururns. How nas this 
i^suc gamed no mwii mfkin 
am r.^ When Coke made an 


Natwar Singb is ptoinSv displeased. But I mun say that his 
outburst, tlw personal attack he has made on me. is a bit 
5urpRsinf, True, a neu-pr^itician considers every cntiei^ni 
motivated and every si^estkm a slight. Rut he h nd < me i * 
toM me not to ignore him because, aci.ordiiig to him, wlvii 
bunsapolitiasnmostisjxgcrilkasmbutlackofnutK'e. Sft 
he shoidd at least not be so angry because 1 have i4cvef>tl 
times '^otked" him in my column. 

It is true that the sights I have set for myself ure 
efferent from those of Mr Singh's. Those who have 
foUuwed hia career, his transition trom the IFS i<i aclive 
pukttes. know what it has taken him to achieve hi» 





K. tiMww Mneh; Incsfvwd 

ambihon. I do not warn to enter hure into a difcusiism <iii 
means and ends: I shall save (hat for another ixcasj< h i 

What K most surpnamg is thai "after 31 years a« a 
prc^fessional drploiiiai." he should have fc^’goiteii in rlu 
cijupk of year^ he has spent asmuiister. evcniiw 
ciiurtesy and ffWAse expected of a ilvfomai. Prr^ap^ tiuv 
explains why he has rubbed most peopk* m Hk' tt<rcign 
service (he wrung wuy and was prone tn promuU* pdikic*;^ 
and lake deaswns whicU cannot be de^crilied .i.^ "di* 
pkMnatic.'’ 

1 have iKd queUiuned Mr Smgh’s patncitisin foit even ii 
he were to wear it on his sleeve, he nmnol lude the lact 
(hat certain decisiuns taken duraig the lime when he was 
virtuaih* foreign minister have, m myupimuii. co>i the 
country dear. If. as he seems lo imply. Mr Singh liad 
rodsngtodo widi these decisfoRs. (am happy in Ataiid 
corrected. But to say the least, it is xtrangc th% be. as 
minister, could have had nothing to do with such nunur 
dedsons. Is only Kapv Gandhi to Uame for thesi ai Mr 
Suigh says that ro one takes me senoiKly. At lenM be 
dues, as his letter testifies. 1 suppose 1 siHiuld lie grateful 
fortius. 


exit 11 years ago. dm anyone 
nxss It? I think Cuke's dejur- 
turn did tt world of goud lo 
th(' Indian »oft dniiks induh* 
try*. Aren’t wr proud H (he 
diinks But we havu here? 
Why IS ihe giJvemnK ni 
<ibfiessed wah lireaktng iht* 

I nrciopoly ? If Indian brand > 
nameti are now well estab¬ 
lished. the credit eva lo Um' 
Indian enmpanirs. 


And tHiw Ih** Indwii 
KOVeriujicnT sevun? \t, 
l>nng III IVpsi io'rd t. .)ki* T'> 
brc'iik •. Ik'it n hav -j - >»v 1 *S» 
differcTK'c* hclttXT'ji IVp-.i 
and Cuke is I Nis ^ Ac (hd ii i 
cim* in tiu* giiruui J tcjod 

PXI K'C SSing U1IIT 1 <' pH »vid«' 

ylbs for lh<- iiusguided kit 
wrsof Ifonwb. 

Varttey Abraham. hawOathi 


7 














M.J.AKBAR 


Sycophancy, etcetera 


W < iitusi iliv* return ntimiak y m 

(hi> L(M1ti(rr’^^ pvtv iiu^tit tuHjnd a 

vm (;ill rt;kim about t*vt’rv(4K\ dixJ ituru 
p'lrlicubrlv to Ihksr who arr {*<invirK e<l lh;il I hi' 
polity lb (iviTjust htcausc* th«'v hiive* waDtctl out. 
hul cf>]uTntii>it h«!i irrrfuUMe ('Vidmt* that 
all IV nomul iiTKt' rfK3in. Tht* shuddi'TS li IWHi 



rn 


and tU* eartitquakos of 1987 arc* all cirarly a 
(binK of the |>ast. and the Kxhler »tale wlwh 
nH'a»uri*H tlx* connUc’iiic levt'l. la sbowmj; |K‘a«r 
and calm wlieri' juKt SiKnc* mooUte rt w.is 
hti.cnnK 8, Kvideiu’e.'Simple Syeophain v 
Uu» ri'iunwc! in full, uiiaduituoileiMorev The 
edebration ol Smiu (ian^Ts hirihUav on o 
[leCcjnbei hv crmin hivalivK m liiur IV.Mh‘vi. 
nujrks Ibe resloralion of Con>9C9> culture ui .ili 
il8 nuihmirneni I^urv h is ont»lhcp iiottri 
ihi* lidv in (|Urs1ion twis kIkiwh ahsukiteK no 
de'^irc* lo have her hmlrhy cHc'hiaU'il m suh 
taPi|iKH> ll mailers i'Vi*ti l**ss that b iVcnnU r »• 
iKit her birthday* al all I1u* lru<* syiopli^in^ )' 
iiever deterred such oiituii htndrjmes And 
Hhiiskur ('aiKk*v. ex-MLA of Kudr.tiiui. Ih’ima. 
IS a syeophanl of Che l</timi>si eche^s. an hii: 
(o a tiadition which has deep r««Hs m Che anrul‘> 
d htduin power. If llhabkar l‘aiKk'y heheves dial 
6 December is Sonia Gandhi's birthday, (hen In 
God it shall he (i iKfcxmtx*!. Ma<Lm Sonia 
Gandhi'.v mother ini^ld cell vihi scmi*tiiiiig eW*. 
but has she ever had to ort!.iop»* hinhdav 
celebi’diHins ut LiK'know ? dti^ she know* 
of these thij)^? And m anv case, for even 
courtiei the i^ueen must have two bcrxbday$<. (hr 

reaJ one. and tlie ixinvenicnt otu'—just as ilx* 
qut'en of Knidand has. Kawninc lias iu uwn k)0c. 
its own dynanbes. It cannot, on pnnnpie. be 
hoKtafjtf lo truth. Any sense of reaMv destroys 
the free and unhndled spuii of the sycopfiani. 
)yhost> imajdnatKH} must be releasf'd fnan idHktc 
iiTitimts hke lmka(!e with sense. I submit, m fad. 
that iri these mundane and'or cymcal times, iht* 



Sonia OandN: 
bongcoifrtM 


Sycophancy 
has return^ 
in full, 

uraduitarated 

The 

celebration 
of Sonia 
Gandhrs 
birthday on 
6 December 
by certain 
loyalists in 
Uttar 
R'adesh 
marks the 
restoration 
of Congress 
culture 


ai' of the sycophant has been suffering, and 
Bhaskar Haiidey has taken on the lask uf 
a'Slonng the glory uf this an lorm. He has 
disciple, too. and il is perfertly in order that 
many of them are bad poets. The courts of 
Lucknow hav* long ti'emed with terhlge versu 
heni smging tlw praises nf lh<v masters, the 
temperament and intelligence quoUeni of a 
tiMrd'raii* bard are perfectly m fuirmony with the 
retirements Ilf sycophancy. In taut. Iitik' could 
be IIHire api^iipndti* than Hh* Um of Luc know as 
dh* plai'e to celebrate the biithv(.jv. 1'he kiter 
history of Lucknow is so r(*doh*n( widi piH'9- 
dunce that no aty ui Iridia couki have been nHire 
svnibidK', 

However, the* sydipliani d<M*s create one 
gi'iwim* prot^'m: it is impossihlr* to know* how to 
deal wfill him. HamshinenlAnger? SItould orx' 
h(* Vi unkind to those who would be uvei*kind? 
AiluaVv one should, but wht^ is? No one in 
power and forget pubdcal tags like parlies, or 
systems: this is true id democracy as much as 
teiidabsm -can ever quite resist the pk^asurc of 
praer. Hul at least it is not villifiraiion Unv has 
heard more political leadeis than one cares to 
jiwntun U'ing fawned upon by Hdmirers who 
ixudd turn profesMoral (and who knows' Some 
uf them may even be professHMwiM, and it it» 
drfficull tn recall tbe adniirpr being (old to siiui 
up. Ihere is nothing mure digestible than praise, 
nu matter if it gives a stomachache ol severe 
pmporiMAis Hi (he king juii. IV sU'idard ploy 
used by the powerful when they encounter the 
tube IS to pretend to ignore it all though ol 
course' it IS with indulgent indifference thai they 
do so- with a paternal snuk which says. .ih. 
These boys wiU be boys. Or, perhaps, ihe gruff 
instrw'tion—after the passage of a suitable 
amount ol lime m winch tbe glories have been 
sung that enough is eniAigh And then a him 
and a nudge lo a private secretary to later 
reward the hard with whatever passes for grM 
nuns these days. But it is rare lliai a sycophant 
never gets any reward. Ihe only man I knc>w 
who couM resist Qatiery was Morarji Dosai. In 
fact Morarji IX'Sai had h differenl pioblem He 
coukf be trust^ to make even his mosi genuine 
admirer irritated Morarji Desai attracted 
adnwatHin. never affection. He wss too self- 
certain. too superior, too much in the right (by 
his <iwn estimatiun, of course) to ever attract 
another Iniman being into an intimate rela- 
booship. Perhaps that is the other side of 
sycophancy: total ist^uon. 1o each his own. 
And may the better mwi win. As fur the 
sycophant—he may ur may not always win. But ! 
he aho never loses.* 














The spirit of secularism 


H owever ftirong Uw winds of fun 
damenialism may blow in the sub* 
ccioiinent. secularism remains pUnied 
linrty. 

In Pakistan, by a^tuminx the I’akintan 
People’s l*any (PPI*) led by Itcna^ir 
Kbutlo as thk' laiKesi pariy m tlie 
NHiional Assembly. l\w maKiniy o! the 
people has rejected ihose u ho that 
ibey would esiali^sh a rub* of (dr.'ll! and 
Siuuhih in the (tnintry and ihai Klam did 
noi allow a wonun to himni 

(Hnme MmiKter), 

Kailh in secularism is also siroiitf m 
llanjiiladesh, (IxiukIi (reneral Prslud’s 
jtovemmeiit has converted d into an 
Islamic state. It is rvKieiit that many 
Ibive protested ai^nirist il «nd a petit sin 
has bet*n filed in the Hnn^adesh Sup 
reme Court to chaIk.*n»^' the c«insiitu* 
ikina] aim^ndniehi effected for that pur* 
pose. 

Indeed. 1 tecaU how striKtu was tk 
faith of Mtijibur Katmun. the founder of 
Hamelndt'sh. in seculansm He l old me* m 
an interview m Uhaka in IV7;2. aittr 
InkuiK iivcr the reins of his c»Kjntrv. that 
IIh' mihiury rulers in Kdwalpinc!i uxsf 
rehfiioii as an iiwirumeni lo dividt* the 
peo()le in Hpiisl^desh and deprive them 
of ilH'iV poNlic:il. cioTKsii^ and »ihmI 
nj'IUs I tut they failed, and could nut 
5lup Iho enierKcme td secular, 
sovereijtii Hangladesh. 

"All alonit Pakistan lias preached hnir 
things; oix*. [slam isindanfjcr; tvn;. the 
Hindu is a kftfir. three. India is the 
Miemy; and. fuuc. Kashmir musl be 
coiimK*rt*d, The Palustums hiive beer 
fed on this propaKanda for the last four 
decades. The hale campai^i unleashed 
in (hat country rs ev»n sKamsl the tenets 
oi Islam, Unless there is a change in the 
nienlahty of the people ol I'akistan they 
cannot (tet <iut of their make-believe 
world," he had said. 

Mujibur Rahman’s faith in sentlansni 
was unshakcdble And lu* had preds’ted 
that one day (he hijth walls that feai and 
distruiit had raised on (he borders would 

crumble and the pc'oples of the subconti¬ 
nent. without ^vinjr up Iheir identities, 
would work toKetlier for the common 
«uod 

In India neither Hindu nor Mushin 
fundameniabsm has been able to take 
root. 'lliouBh 8(1 per cen^ of the people 
arc Hindus, there are very few who wiN 


ever want ' Hindu Raj" In fart, they, 
whether Hindus. Musbms. Sikhs nr 
ChnstUfts. have bv‘<iured those pohu al 
parties which keep relijfvin separale 
from puhiKS 

’rhere are. of course, peoph* Mu* IIh* 
RSS chid. Halasalieb lieuras. to run 
duwn seculansm. In a ret'ent siairment 
he* has advocated closer rebtMmv be* 
i wirn Ik* kSS and the Skv Seiw whH'h. 
ac'c<irdtn)* lu him, have spread tlieir hold 
suhstantuHy, Hut Deoras knows quite 
well that even logether ihe* KSS atMl 
Shiv Sciw cannot nmmand nmrh tnfhi> 
erne in (he country, 1V fundamentalist 
appeal* al. is an urban phenonH'noii 
and that tiMi cunTmed to a snul area. 
Rural India, ctmipnMnii nearly W per 
cent of Ik* populatHm. conlmurs to be 
svcidar. 

linfnriunately. it has kt'ti wron>dv 
propaj*ai(*<l in ik* >uk'tHi(inc*n( tliai 
sei'idansni k anti' rehsH his What m*c'u< 
lamni nrans is that yiaj tan l■•lR*ve m 
Hov rc*lkKHHi .irid pursui* it bul Ik' Male 
ha% no preference hi any isirtnuUi 
rehstH Ml and all it h i ituens nn* ti^l Yi hj, 
may k* a Hindu. Mu>hm. kkh. Chrisibin 
or Ihtfsi. bul you an* not supenur oi 
inferior because y<Hi bekme to a panic u 
Inr rvlMOon 

In Ruslan. Isbm is the* retrjpon that a 
preponderant majority (oduws. Hut Gc’ti. 
Z»’s skifzan of naame e-owf'Tti was as 
iinKh ndHuled as effort t(» mc'iilcMte 
fisidanK*ntabsm m tk* nunds of Ihe 
people, iuske V.K Krishcu Iyer, for¬ 
mer Supreme* Court judge, who was mie 


scamv o^jc 


However etror^ the 
wtnciftof 

hiiMlimefitaliem may 
blow in the 
eubcontinentf 
Mculariem remaifis 
planted firmlyi The 
foundere of Indiay 
Pakietanand 
Bangladeeh were all In 
favc^ of a dafnoeiettc 
and eeeulv fodely 


of Ik* ubscTVc rs dunug Ik* ekc lions in 
Hakisian lo see kiw kir tlwy were*, luis 
said i«n his reiuni iKit drspiu* Ik* fad 
llyt the »log«in of Iskciti w<k raisc'd hy 
, Ik* people* were* si'c'ular. 

When (lie poll ri*vul(s w<*ri' k ing 
annouiH*t*il over Pakistan TV. wonu'n 
anrvHiiH'ors wi*ic* haiek ailc'd, as llu*> i 
usc'dlobek lorc Xia ordered I hai c*vt*ry 
woman a|>|M‘anuK on TV must wc*ai .1 
Harf. Il IS s 4 kJ UuI w|h*ii Ik* jH ople ol 
Rakisi.io saw tk' aivviuiKVis willvMif 

scarvL'k. (k*y com luded tliat lf<<ivixtr s 
party was leinning. 

Pakistan, allksiidi create d mi ihe 
lw(»-na1ion ik*(»ry, w.ould Ivavc* k*en a 
secular country hadUkltnmdci. Motiam* 
nu*d Ah Jouuih. hv*c<l longer Ik* had 
r(*{sirtedly sad. attc'r I he* proposal for 
tk* rrcMlioo ol Kikisian was accepted, 
IhAi Muslims, Hindus and Nkhs would 
cease* tij exisi, ikH in the* celigiou' Hi*rs(‘ 
bul otk'rwisc*. «i(J tk*rc would k* only 
I Pakistanis, Since Ik* skiK;Mi <if Isl.tm 
helped Hen, Xia to divert the* |tuple's 
aiieniHMi fioni tk* militarv junta, lu* 
exploitc'd It. He even trH*(l to Inl.sily 
Jiimah by s.tyinK that R.ikislan was 
vreaicd to k' a Muslim siaie. 

There is rH>(k»ul)l ikil Hena^ir will pul 
'*akisUfn back on the rails. She* did not 
use rc*lijeK»n in licr canipuign And, like 
k*r lalhtT. she not only shunned (Ik 
nnu/iiv und ik* riin/fah*> but also devas* 
Idled lk*m. In fact, then* rs a faovius 
report hy Justice* Moliumnicd Munir, 
appointed hy (he Pakistan j(o;eninH*iit in 
tk* Fifties, that ikkisian wtnild have lo 
adopt se*tuUnsjii. tu pr<'Ve*iii tin* country 
from splitting into various schi'ols ol 
Islam. 

Indeed, the fouiKWrs nf Indue. I'akis- 
Un and Bangladesh were* all m f.ivoui of 
a democralH. secular and cgalitanan 
society. Subsequent rul(*rs, both in 
l*akjbtan and Bangadesh, have* tried lo 
take their ceAmtnes away frotu secular* 
uun. bul most of the people kiw* scon 
this only as a ploy hy then rulers lo 
divide them. 

In India, despite ccmimurul nots and 
rekgKHJs appeals for electoral advantage*, 
seculan&in remains I he* country’s etkis. 
llw nation reabses that if ever it were lo 
loK Its secidar charai ier. it would lead 
tu dKtatorship. l^kisUnis are seeing 
through the game: Bangladeshis will 
aonn do ao. ■ 








GOSSiPSWKETAND^ 

KMUSKWANT SINGH 


Heard of korophobia? 


I'hi’ L'lirrent w'orl* 
dwidi* oh St’S sum 
willr Iht* spread of 
Alps seems U* me 
lo he vasdy ex* 

xxxer:it(<d. No one 
luia yei been able 
Ui (‘xpbun why our 
jncr&lors who 
praclisod everv lonii of st'xoHl perver¬ 
sion iiu'lurUn^ sex with ani<rials (for prooi 
visit the Sun IVmple. Korurk) dkJ nH 
litl Alps hut h<mih’Imiw African nxinkeys 
irahsniilivd rlwin u> hutmns. uk^sI of M 
the Amem'ans Also, why scxiie lodiiins. 
like our P* Painlal. s^nikl wiim us 
MKoinst cixnitatuiK with furviKTHTS be* 

cnuHc ilK'V oiv nurfe likcly tu lx* earners 


fd tills driMckxl disease than our <»wn 
lounlrv hillc MukI vou, lie is tateful m 
hnainK his wanwii* lo "visiiuiK k*te* 
Uners". no( I host* already resident .0 
IrHha or married lo Indians. Tlul would 
b<* lakiHK mailers 1<n» far and lo the 
huthcM riuaners. 

AllJS s( are is by n» nwans thc’ fii hI of 
Its kmd to vniculf larKi* sislH«s of tht* 
populaiHA. From Iniie to imk* frat of 
losjoK <xk’'s iiMnlHaxI lias spread bke the 
pUjcue ;ktc«s reriain parts of A«ia. *l*Wfj 
years w* f>arH'»s<x» CTiruniifc' 

rt’porled *’IIh’ exixltikv of a psycholo’ 
iTkal epideoiM* that pervxhcaRy spreacH 
throuichout Ihi’ Kar Kast. s>inni*tinx*K 
imlbons of nwn. whereby males 
are csmvineed that I heir peruses are 

t 

I 



No one has yet been able to explain why our 
ancestors who practised every form of sexu^ 
perversion indudii^ sex with a^mals did net get 
AIDS but somehow Afiicen monkeys 
transmitted them to humans, most of aX the 
Ameri^ns. Also, why some Indians should warn 
us against copulating with fore^ners because 
they are more likely to be carriers of this dreaded 
disease than our country foik 



shrinkme into their abdomen, and that if 
this happens they will dx’". It went iin tu 
add ihal "whenever (h^ delunion 
sweeps atnHIS Asia, every dcs'ade or 
two. nvinv men wear Iximbor* conlrap- 
lions uUtixled to keep ihetr ^enitaha 
lj<im di^firanni^ while they skt'p". 
*l1k Chinese luve m tually<*oined a word 
lor the pems-shruikinp plienoiiieiioo. 
kruv. And of itHiise Iticre is noihinx to 
h; it is the Tupneni ol a sak mwiioniitirxt. 

Koroisa useful worri tx'cause the fear 
of si’xusi madefiiiaiy ui different f<;rins 
keeps eiu]>lmK Irniii tint* ’o tioK’. The 
mtriKfw'lKiniif Ibe birth oKitrol imII ni (he 
I WitK produced a brand of phoki. So did 
the aiUfTcsMNT wotiH'n s lih iiovenicni. 
Tht* more women (lemaiKled <*<|U>klity 
with mi'H iti ydis and m bed. •the nK>re 
im*n fell a sense of inadequacy lo meet 
(Heir demands, Sn at one end of the 
spectrum wc luve the riuchisnio of 
over-confident males aiKl at the oilier, 
iiK'n imawerl by seK doubts. Noihine 
would dampen Ihu ardoui ul a person 
wiKf thinks he is (oids kift lo womank* 
md. the stud buH of virility, than lo be 
pul down as a victim uf iorophohin'. 


WHY ROAD ACCIDENTS 

D r Asoke KAKchi of Cakutia has an 
iriKcriKAJS explanation fur the hiijh 
death loll on Indian roads. "1 have pul 
forward a phikilojpial analysis like this: 
there » a popular two-wheeler on our 
rtkids caBed Yamaha whk'h is similar to 
the .sfubofoor tlimiu(i<»d of death Yamo 
{pronounced Yamah). lliere is another 
vehicle named Matador which literaOy 
means a murderer or a killer. He is not a 
hull-fighter whfj is a toreador from the 
Latin I’aurus ior bull So there are two 
identified killers. Yamaha and Matador 
on our hijdtways,*' 

NOT IN SEASON 

R eelcn Ganguly of 'I'eapur happened 
lo be vtsduig Calcutta. He went to 
the New Market to buy.Christmas and 
New Year's cards. He^^so wanted a 
birthday greetings ca^ tu send to a 
frierxl. Having bought his quota of the 
Yuletide variety he failed to locate a 
birthday card and asked the dealer to 
6nd ban one. "I am sorry, air,” replied 
the dealer, "ihh is not the birthday 
season.'* 




SIGHT AND SOUND 
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l( I wrr« the* Vrynw Minister. Td !4iip 
latkinx dlxiut my mtdher’s nchit^ve 
ments. In fact, tht nwre hi’menia>n>. 

her, the mgi e iiKtdeq’ lale Ih* louks. 
Mt.NAKA Ganuni. Januts iJj/kadtr 


I f Mr Jyoti Basu is serious m his fi^hi 
afrainst corruption of Prime Miraslcr 
Kajiv Gandhi, then he should set an 
exampie by restgninp trom the chid 
nunistership on the ^ngal Lamp isMe. 

Mi;KAuMAN<mAMj<euii, HJPfeewrsI 
secretary 

e have to capture power m ()eAi 
and instal a people's democratx guvem- 
ment. 

Jnyri Basu. West Bengal chief mintster 

I would like to send him (Jyoti Basu) to a 
lunatic asyhm. 

A. B.A. GHANt Khan Chowdhuk^, West 
Bengal KC(0 chief 


Thi* Janata disease whirh on'e (r>p|]kHl 
(he Janata Party has mw emeri'd the 
Janata [)3l and aflecled the party with 
mtantile parafysas. 

II.N. bAJUMA(NA. f^DaHeMkT 

I n t Ins Gifwrcss culture where those 
without a face and a base are rewarded, 
(he path I have chcisen is hardly the way 
id nskinK hir office... I will nu kowtow (o 
the netas sifting m New I^efliL 

Jaoannath Mishra. itdiar Cuegressll} 
kftder 

The Bofors is for Kd)v GanSu what 
Watergate was fur Nixon. 

UK. Aijvamj. BiPpreaBent 

They <the bwyers) have made the 
aBegations and they have (o take to the 
witness box first beh)fe 1 speak n my 
defence. 

KikanBriii. fPSoAcer 


\N*-’ waul to ^trengthi’n I he man in the 
sirwl h<x'ju>< tfial is wlurn we can 
sirt rigthtsi Piikist in 

‘ [Iksa/irI tiiiiiiK. P'.iksstanPno)t 
Mnu^ivi 

I Iws l>»m an Akali «nd will die an Akatt 

Si’ioM SiNi.ir Hahnai A. fttmvr/^ryab 
i'hnf oiimsUT 

Instead of sp* >ru in polit ka. we have 
pohtks m sports. 

StiNJi Gavaxkak. av-keivr 

Looking for a third front is like sear• 
da ng for a black cat in a dark room 

H.N. Hahik.ona, to*/Jalleader 

I <u n not cfufienging any social norms or 
laws. ..but sometimes a moment comes 
in the life of a person vdten personal 
fceHng contravenes these laws, 

j Kaj Babuak. aclor. ar a recent interview 
) about his marriage to SmHa .PBtil 
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_VIDEO _ 

From jlbsrtosf to 
Brezh nevism 

Doordarshan has come full circle 



IIm <«xi( (iI Hhask^ Gliosh k 

([Kr) Oiiir 
M^nulk'd (he* «ixl of 
l^kvisiiMi jirffsoriit, 'llv* iws* 
Stitt’ wtfs kiM<l 4iod ctear. U 
h?k(’k to lia’2hm‘Vt>m M >4aiiiii 
IliHiso. Nu kMiitt’ftouM (he ipivemnwnt 
he sl.iitKcfl off with inipiinity. xenior 
nvriiMtiNs shown op in unfavourable hj(h( 
Hiii! I ho ()|ipiisilion lerarued prime (ime 
skis. Th> ui*a*nl wax lo he on jtovern* 
iiv*nt p* '(v'lianda. interspersH with 
nwi>>sivi* Joses of populnl fare. With 
ok \ t KM IS oiily u war and half away the 
id(M WHS u> kii'p (hr leleviaRin ftawkinic 
v<ri4Ts lui|>py. 

To H^lucve thiK obttiiiw was affected 








HIlKlI HOvM: low o( powor 

a reaBocation vf powers, and the only 
k>9er in the bargain lurried out to be 
Mandi House. Once Shiv Shama took 
over from Hluakar Ghosh as Duurdar* 
sliun l)G, the lelevbton authorities lost 
all aintrol over the current affairs slut. 
IVivatc pr.jducvrs wishing to sefi prog 
rvTunes now had to seek the approval of 
(he information and bmadcastinir (f & B) 
secretary. Gopi Aiora. rather than the 
[Xj Dot^dandian. In the entertajimeni 
ihvision. the I & H minister H.K.L 
bh^t caUed the shots. Some say that 
«m his sun Heepak Bhagai had got in 
act. lobbying with (he mniatry to 


gH '’pdoi refected^ nr '‘lihi accepted' r 
mtations on the files. ' 

With iltf mmslry in Nil ewuroi it wu 
only a mailer uf time before those 
rlrtsHy associated with Ghoxh were 
taken down a peg ur two. The firsi to 
Mdfer was jarhandi Kani-*the Deflu 
Kendra station director -»who was 
shunted out of her office on HarliarDcnt 
Street and appoMed one of the many 
controlers uf programmes in M«idi 
House. Soice Bam had in the past 
crowed swords mth the I & B Kwtl 
iMTetiTv K.C. Sinha. some saw this as 
a punishment postmg. K.S. Kawat was 
appotfited station di^iir in her plaiT 
Described by one nsider as "an absolute 
public^ anunal". Kawai has had the 
Central Bureau uf InvestifOtHin (CKl) 
mitiate an enquiry agamst hmi for mis* 
appruprutun uf funik m the Lwinuw 
Doordarshan Kendra. 

Doordarshan producers and slafTen 
compbin m that the present schenK of 
IhtfiRS Mandi lluusc has been reduced in 
a pn>«i office—which receives priaeci 
propusaK only to forward them to the 
nvustry. Apparently H.K.L. Hhagat is 
lakng a personal mteresl m whai goes 
on tdevisiun. and is very keen (o 
mcrease the vnicriainmeni cnmpiioent 
on the netwofk. The dcciskin to tekevtse 
a feature fikn every Thursday and an 
early Sunday morrtng pr u gr a n w ie of 
Hmdi fihn s<«igs. caBed Hingiik. was 
anmiunced hy the mir^ler hk^lf. \s 
was the decision to have an hnur-kxig 
afternoon transovssicn from 26 January 
onwards, fur the benefit of housewives. 
Khagai, 4in whom pnktjcal eugemoes 
weudi heavy, would be quite happy 
cramming lloordarshan's fixed-poml 
chart tprofcramine bst) with Abia kitsch. 

In (lie current afkirs prugr an une sec¬ 
tion. outside mierference comes from 
two Quarters -the Prime Mimsler’s 
4^ficc(PMU)and Shastri Hhavan. The 
lonner takes more than cursory viterest 
in how Kajfv i$ prelected on TV, vnth 
Mam Shankar Aiyar vetting the contents 
nf the news capsules released on the 
Prime Mduier's tours, both wtUun the 
country and without. Sub^s to be 
discussed co Kef and Focus must 



Prwvwr^ 






5^;i9iwf*w"v»* 


Says NIani Shankar 

A^ar: **Onaofour 
greatest 

aeWevementshas 

beentogetwe 

|»|lnl»t®r«n^oeu^ 

on his 

WiwtisrwiulredlnW 

PM'* coverage »• 

iiwHclous ml* o* 
speech end 
•ncounter 



hav^ prior clcaratK6 by the powers ihut 
\ie. Ome filmed, ihe rushes have Ui be 
Hlipfoved by the br>ssea of Shasin llha- 
vnn before they can be tekvi&cd. 


{viikt<d by Haj Ha[>bar wIh) 
plays tlhi^Tdl m the* *^rul). niiKrisuik; 
dynastk juk* pas« Jl is also ;dli*Kt'd ihat 
llK*y n.i\e taken undue mlereat in the 
<*»st*n^ of Knsliria. Apparently, the ^ov* 
eiTiuK*iil wanted to ensure that tlw 
A'tor. rNitish Mharftdwaj. an it tiina*<i 
outf Would oversliadow N.’l. Naina 
I Kan's poriinyal <4 ihe isnd. \i\vn harm* 
k*ss eiHikulv M*r^U such as Muinjen Lul 
ht .SjpfA' have nut been siKired. 

An iiuKKuous shia where Muri^ui is 
sts>wn suishini; money away in Switzer* 
land Ml one id hi< di earns, wns ennsi* 
rkued oh)eeiKHwble. And Ihe proKrani* 
me I'THUroOiTs Nuei eeded in pressunnK 
prixkiei r I'lakash jli.i into chanti^ntf it, 

fiul lh<* MTTWs have reatly tweii 
lijdiieik'd m ilw current aflans Kirii Still 
in nnosYt from thi' ilU'lfetis ol the 
i'<M>iinv<isv tfetK'faK'd by the h'<k'U/< 
iMofctrarnrTH h />n li.i('trs and the I Mama 
I ihii Hill, ilw direelorole has <<insii{r><*d 
to bmlv) Neu ral proirramme prepi)«<ds 
whkh tkid Ims'Ii deareti earlier, 'rik^se 
MS liKle |fl<i^amiiH’N on Ihe, .>na'cnAS of 
l*ri*NHk*ni'N Kuir in Na»taland. lommun^il 
ihKs III HkI.u and Ihe like Soiih* prnir* 
r.inHiHN wliKh lull been <leared lor 
lek'ijsl liavi not U'lm hImwii. The 
,Winht.vT of <> t'lkWi |jro>trdiiinie on air 
naIHv was toM llktl il loukl :KJt U* aire<1 
as It was. "tootmMy " The auilmrities’ 
iksn* to Nieei ikar of all loniroversy 
Ivi^ iikoh' ilvm oInKist pM.irM4d. A lasc* 
III |■llrlt, fiisiiNKt of U'lei Hslini^ the Kmis' 
iHoktrairaiie on All>s lvin«* with them, 
the duivlor.ite ik*i'Hled lo R»ke do with 
Nia'erHryt mmov 1iMiij<n clips on ihi* 
(hsense akaa: with a s|x'eili by ihe 
btalih mlmster, Molilal Vohra, And. in 
whai Is seen 


T he prrvess of censorship had st*( m 
chirmjt Hhaslujr t*hosh*s tenure it- 
M‘il. but now oven non*nevrs pr<i|rninv 
tnes are bein^ chopped by Doordar^n. 
Most surpristni^ is rl^ censonrijc of li.K. 
k'lK^iiss matrnumOpus Mahabharar 
Mandi House ixisses would not tel a 


In the current 
Doordershan set-up, 
thc^re areafew 
favoured ones. 
Among them is 
election specialist 
Prannoy Roy, and 
Vinod Dua« who 
produces Aa/Na/ j 


as 0 pn‘-erupt ivi* nwive. 
l)uor<Urslur hiis pri;nuM*d to pav iinpa 
iHuil pr<Klucer& thoir dues even il tlieir 
prr>fcf?4iiMiKs arc si wived after bemK 
OMonassHtfK'd. 

Tla* present iJiHirdarslun bosses 
nvMiUain ihai there lias been no change 
in their ediYorul policy. Controversul 
discussKHis havi* not heon aired in the 
cufn*nl alfairs progranuncs only be* 
cauw no conlroversy has broken m 
recent tim«. bhiv Sharma ates the 
focus prtigrammes on ihe Aaad pjipers. 
iIk* ban on Sabrun Kushdie's Siafanre 
Verses and elecloral reforms as 
instances of how gia^nnst still exists in 
ikkirdarshan. But most people perceive 
these prr>i{ramme5 as having a definite 
pro-govemirem slant. Current affairs 
programmes these days, they feel, com¬ 
prise insipid discussions and self* 
c^mgraiiiaiory ''success stories” like the 
one on the Indian Army action in Mal¬ 
dives. Says Ashok Raina. a private 
producer making software for Duordar- 
shan: 'The foundation which Indian tele* 
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t li.hl .M.iitr flit itM'll lvi'> iK’tn kUik 

I >»i{ .mil ,iw,h IJk 

I nn)>: nlH ii U-imI.m slun 

* I' l><u'k 

1 1 * tl«' itiru*!.? I>iN’tdi:'h'lr Ml u|». 
l|li It » KIVIKIIt’d *«u>, 

j :lu'ni ]v rlix(h;t) mIm Ko\ 

n'l>» !»‘ion(h w'vi» tlMU'i •■i a 
rk-* nail siiu*'. 7/tt* /7«> 

Ui<'& rih' Nile'CltalMirv.il ll•un•l•u|r uasa 
I >>111 I Km IIILm shall ll.kl vvaniril liit 
I cckIi>'.i ik«'iisK .irvj m.i> eTitk’iMii .im 
U r ulis II muki iKil l)iii <1 jirofi'SSMVil 
prrv. iii(( a?)d iiKHiiu iIm pro>T>(Tiirm' 

I il<f|» ) hr uthfi hlui' fitul U>y <H ^4l;K• 

' In MiM'an ift VniiMl IUm uIk> pfiidiu'i's 

.b; 

fUti (Ik* rral dclute' io%«>U<'4 iirtnnid 
fuiw (lie* Piiicii* Miriis(e*r .iikI hiv^ |m1v 
iiit'Uilit’rs :irc* (tr Ih* prii)i i'(«*d ihi (h(* 
Miiull «i'm*(i Kvoii iMtiH'i. this luid hei'n 
M Mbiitri iJ seKia* ilKjiiik* 

(ihciih. Akim aiHl >Mi(iiaA:0iibvv 
had vs Hill'd (luii |hx)iilar>hiin)2^1|^ 
nlup^iiihi llw !’riim' Miiii'^U’r un uirti- | 
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Bhaskar Ghosh, G<^i 
Aroraand Suman 
Dubey had wanted 
Door^rshan to go 
slow on plugging the 
Prime Minister* But 
they lost out to the 
^bitical lobby, (l€^ by 
^kK«L Bhagat), which 
thought that 
Doordarshan should 
be used as tiie 
Congress! I) 
propaganda machine 


j^MVvriHiwnt viewM be ipven equal prnm* 
cnenre. H\ii Ihfit ?ruup lu»( <>ul to the 
pdinca! lobby led by K. K.L Bhagat who 
ihou^u thai [>oefdar^hAn sht^ld be 
UM.'d as tbf Congressd) propaganda 
marhine. Hiougli now even Kajiv (fandhi 
ha$i giKic on record to &ay that be ot^cis 
to li<iord<u‘«han cameras being /ocussed 
on him constantly, thev shtm* no signs of 
moving away. 

Ag newM'asiH seem io show these 
dnys cs the iVniK* Minister -his encoun* 
ter. with rural Indiji wIh*ii ho is mi tuur 
and I'is rcjuiate sp(*ecbrs whisi in the 
capita. 'Ihe pressuic applied on the 
Duordatsinn newsriiorn by the J*M() 
dunne Kajiv's latest 1'unii] Nadu l<jur 
stHiwM iliat U: minders d<i tu>t share las 
aversiivn »o ove* publiciiv But iliey do 
wan! to improve* the qu.*iliiv of the 
cuveiagc. Mnni Shankar Aiyar who has 
frequently aired his views <ih ibe poor 
quail!V ol ihe ix*ws ehps nr the I'nme 
MiiW'tir ptoduced by the diriMvAHie 
MVS' 'One M nur ereMlesI achieve* 
nH'nts \us U>(*h (m gi'i tlw leJevismn 
cankia nif Ihe l«*e ivf ihe I'nnw Mims* 
ter ami fiMm it on hiM nilerkicuters. 
What is iequiti*<J in iIk' I'rinn' Minisier’a 
I'ovemgc* is a jndhious mix <rl s|ieei'li ami 
eruiMiiUer h » the pour prirdiieiKrii not 
thi* tinu* taken that makus il Udious " 
/\nd pc rliaps it was thi> ledium dial 
pronHJtciJ iIk* wtk pelilKsi, lik*d in Ibe 
Madras High Court bv Balani BalM. 
slalu>e ihai Dooidarshan Wd^ being 
"iS*gallv'' utilis'd bv* Iht* mlmfi pnriy In 
AftueiHi* tlM* ek'd mall’ 

N miellnk'^s. in dw itMintlis !o ^<ime 
B.tiiN vi{ lem.nn (he moal 

BiiportaiU sinrv ll<n>tda^^ha^ and. 

aioim will) hiMiHmsteis. mMnnpoli*fe uui 
Uk osmhi I’ canKi tXt iljumliai' 

klvi%h .v Ini titl’d Mull one of hi'^ mMakes 
aa> I Hit he ' fnrgoi tiv iininsters". 
S«iw' iIh* \.i} toils Cabinet ministers art' 
Duikuvc *iiiir that 1 luni darshan lemem* 
tx-rv Itxfu viHe>santlv. 

rnlorliiri.ili'K loi tin Cengress(I) 
tiK'ir I nil’ll! it V blii^ on lelevmam occur* 
i(*d at a (inic when tlx’ news otganisa- 
IHHI wiihin lKN>iclaisluiij was being re* 
v.wqx’d I'hi’ r»0-odd cirrTcspondenls 
lenTUiled h>* l)n<>rdir>'urn will lx soon 
coinpk'ting tlK'ir training ai Bune and 
laking up Tbcir hrn*! Ilni i\ past expen* 
cm e »> unvintng to by. Sl»:‘ new breed 
of tck-vnwHi lepi/rters may very well 
end undoing pn wKk. lilik*, as DmmJar* 
shdi> newsi'^vls lenuu) (he stuff (d ruling 
party pKipaganda And things ean only 
pii wfTsr. Kor I )ooi darshait has de¬ 
cided: ttln n tlwre iv. mi rinim for ^cco* 
iiMMInline al! die extend televi* 

sxm link*. 
lIKu Sarki iMeir 

auMUv 
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fXXJUS 


The ^redevils 

What makes the Bahbar KhaLsa the most Jreaded terrorist oiirpt in Punjab? 




(ir j chafl£v. Ihi: i*urijjh iir< 
ronsls arf* at th^ «\oivTnK 
4 ’IkI aiKJ Me b«anti£ tht* brunt 
of the M*cuniy riH« r 
imncri offentuve. In the Uisi 
ont* year, the sccumvtiH*n Iiavc all but 
wiped out tlte lup runt? of Ihc leadership 
(»f most of the leTtonsr groups—the 
tilu's <kl Harrinder Sinirtt Jinda, Sunil 
Sink;h Penu and AitirnkT I'al Sin;di are 
eiltier ilerid or hehinti bars, liiii iltt-ri* 
Kiill rciiumn oik izroiip which is wor 
ryitv I he riinjah .idniimsir;ilum con 
sklerHhly: ilx' Habbai Kluilsa. which Ivi^ 
Uhenon the task ol reunUrngthe s|^ii* i 
ferroriHl primps in the Mate and 
spctirheaduix tif' ^xiremiHi nxAcment 
iTi Kin>ab. 

Amnntf all (he niibiani jffoups «>prMt« 
INK III I'unjHh icday. rlw r-———> 
hahlMrs aie ihe oldest . j • ^ 

T)h' ^iHip shoi imn priMfi* I 

ineni e with its ileiuirnl l<d a I V '' 

M'riaraic Mate l*ir iK* Stkh^s ; 

Hunny lUe KaMar-AMi 
ntovvtneni ai ik* Srvuv 

ties. I'he UablMts llkn 
were loof.ed upon as teli* 

^i«nis ([inatics who w«iuM ■ 

lake up .'trnis only u Ik'II il I * 
eanv.' to the tjiM*>iion i4 K ^ 
savui* ihe luinth Howev- j •'tII 


Iromalty eiMnicki. the ltilih.ii Khalxu 
whik’ bni\j 2 priwKhahMnn h^^ bei*n* 
oppos'd 10 both Ilk* liumdana Taksol 
.ind I hr ffiNowrrs of Hhi.idranw ak* 
SoklMlev SiAKh ItaUliar .nxl AMiiai So^di 
Kr.ihnia. the* H.ihfMr sirou)flm*n. 
fell <KJl with Jthindranwale <in idiiiiopi’al 
Ktound.;. 

iHs /eai Itself, kinders ot prrMnment 
lerruiist uioups Uve oiUht been 
9 rrvMi*d or kJk'd hy iht* Mrcunty kirin,. 
I'hi'v Hvhide wh dreSK^d. rumes as 
flaryiftder Smah Jiflda of Ilk Ki.>. huoit 
SttiKh I'em a U (he HIVK (hr consiMited 
siBi'irie after Nma arrrsu-d dunoa Op> 
erdiKin Hlnk 'IbundTri and more rr 
rmlly, Ai under 1^ Svijdi U the Kiuhs- 
lan bb(*rdtMin Or^jnsaiHin rKU>l. «’lir> 

» pres(*nilv iodaed HI Kajpurra iad 

e~ V I ji iiiiiii i — 


-J 




rr, >mh an muiktr was j 
rudely desiroyed wkti t»r 
Batibars tiHik up aiiit.'. dur* 
iii^ tile Sikh-Nirnnkon liish 
in 1^7?^ and (h<* troup was 
even held responsible for 
the assdssinalK»n of the 
Nimnkan clikf, Haba (iv.r- 
bachan Sui|;h. Sin^e then, 
the Habhai Khalsa has been clviriff^! 
with having a liaiid m the most hmxius 
acts of Jefr(*nsni ihe Helhi h»*mb 
blasts, the Kanislika crash ar>d onlv 
recently, the attack ihi rhe* .Ak.ili h.J 
leader. Jai.'dev Sutjd) I’alwanoi 

Mrjreover. amon^ the icrronsi oui« 
fits in Kinjab, the Habhar Khalsa un- 
doubledly has the lirgest intrmatsinal 
network and hs mmiberti are weH- 
trained m llie use of st^piusticaled arms 
arid explosives. Thus, though all Ifie 
other major tcrronsi gioups have been 
virtually wiped uui. the Habhars have 
survived the oifcnsive laumted bv the 
secunty lorces. ilip reason accurdinje to 
police sources is (he jrroup s excellent 
intelligence neiwoili. 


Though most of tho 
terrorist groups have 
been wiped out, there 
still remains one 
group which is 
worrying the Punjab 
administration: the 
Babbar Khalsa 


llte*t(l(Hv. hesnles (rurtw haan Singh 
Maiakh.ll of the H'lVK and Sukha Sepov 
«>l lb** KCl*. ih(' prrirTHii**nl l**rrorKtK 
who are Mdl ai large are all l^bbar 
Khaba men. 

T\n- recent teirrifist slr^'S have 
mdicatt'd that the Habbar Khaka has 
|iMrH*d forced with the other mdilanl 
giowp*. m runjab. Ihe Habbar'• hrv 
alw<«ys been hostile it» the KCI*' Wad- 
ership but arc now hebevud to be 


wotkuig logi'iht*!. Ibus while (lie \UU 
h.us preVhHJsly would •Jftiv lake jMirl in 
mass killiTigv with sophisticiiud 
weapctON. now tlxw Jie Uuixhnig iso 
Liied alUwki^ wiih crudr weaponry 
Accoiding to inii'lligeixc soutu*>. 
whikMlw BdMutrs wouki like looigamsr 
ilK*mM*lve^ (HI tin* lines <d the Irish 
keiHihlHaTi Arm (IK A) and eoniinuv a 
Nasal dike movement, wlwl they Iwve 
fnuDy Ai'hH 'ved is iIk* sl.iius ol si util 
hine lerronM*. Tlus rntglit In* Iktuusc 
< 4 the di's|Aeration annHig the ranks of 
(AIh’i nnhiant gioup**. dn* reason why 
voung uidiKtrinaied Hahb.ns have 
slufted friHii usmg sojdiisticaU'd t<x:ke1s 
and ex|ik>«ves to AK*47s 4 lKl Jiaiid 
gien;idt*H MonI of (hr ex(>]osiveH ac* 
rpAied hy the HabtKiis, (lie pi^KS' hu$ 
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rISffdniSa »wrr*f>cMr. corn«'»d •( Iwi 

n foMn tin* ^ m Ihhar, 
and elwwlK-re, I be gelaiine 
siKks used for t1»r .May IW.S transistor 
bim^ blasts whirli naked six mxllj 
Indian slates wejc vinkn bv tin Habbar s 
iufi) the (i<«ni3 mines ui Jtihar. 

With the Habbars jofrong hands with 
ntfier militant groups, the security 
forces hxi are geaniig up to tackle this 
une\peii«l oballciiKe Bat tlw insk 
naghl rHA be easv since the iSabbars not 
only inaniium a hiwprnfile. hnt alvi 
because the leganjsatvm is lielievcd u. 
be funded and armed from abroad *lbe 
terrorist group U*st*iraini'd in the* uw of 
cxpb;sive» niighi weli pro\*« to be the 
most ehiHive. 

Rtty SvWMew Mif 






POLITICS 


Follow the leaders 

ihe (>f)posiiion ‘s efforts at unity is taking on the character 

of a chilJLsh game 


T fit'tr siH'iiiN T4I b«' b*ad* 

(1 s 1 1 lan |( ifhm • r m if (lx* iaiu * 
U hal kani;ikrr4ui.i Hi jEdt*. 
hrvi Uil. Ant Mrrfi.itiinnI 
K ha 11 . Sv t 'll S hah abudehn, 
rii.itHha Mk*kh.i7 ami Ajil Sin^h all 
wi/rkinii d <n4s> |>ur^Hisrs-’>knd iht* 
iM'wlv |M| run!J.MViU 1 lal i> pi 'ivmiE Pj tx* 
liKi vituiK a iMPiv 10 .'M otmiiUHkiU’ I lx* 
and anilKlurfis nl aD lIxrNt* kiickts. 
\< loi V 1V StoiEk ifu* prt’sxk'nl i>r IIk* 

... Mai. Ih< hav km iihik* Ih»sv 

assiM)km}E Imrl Imdiiiiis ihiKU wnrhiHK mil 
A <o:<ln>:v In lakn <in Kanv (miidhi jkI 
llir Cniipirsvih A tlx* m’lit 
vim IKM) 

I'hv Miiunvrihh: rhM:tinitin within ihr 
J.jiviiii M.ii «aiiu* min iIk' opi'n vn 
iiHsliytvIv rfiti r V I’ Sinjrfi amvHiixvd 
tlm lorinauiii ol ilic nathtnul oxmuitvt* 
and ilv stV' rnKKKiwiitU'v* III flk j^rwiia 
Mai last wm k Aiil SinKh iind hi> fnlhiw* 
vis niadc il i’kMr ilwl 1 h**v wm* (hX 
lia|i|)v wild iIh’ loiislitkilHHi m( iIh’ lw<i 
«Miiiniillvt s. wliu’h itk'V alk’prd werv 
IKKknJ mnih IVvi Lil's iik’II 

llnwvMT. Ilx* tmksi sipnilKrinl th' 
vt’lopiih’in m ihr (i{ 4 M»Mtinn camp is iht* 
ms’ivl [).tiir>^' anionx Uh' coniniiiiBsl 
Ihiitma. rlH'Ciillka^'ssiS). M N RahM>;»« 
D.i .11x1 Kara Mhan Kc'|s>rU'iil)'. a iUhi 
Sion has Urn lakni t<» fnnn i NatHXul 
l .uupiii^.'n CmniMitUr whx h will (Hirsue 
a U'll aiHl ik’imieiJlu' pu»)£riinnH’ 

I nui Sikh Miri’lintEs were rmulK* 
iK'kl at the I vKidt^ik’vs of lialiu{iuna and 
i ieadvi K. I* l>nnil(^tt^i.m 

I'hnsi* who ,iitLiMk‘d (U' "H ttaim m- 
I'liided Uk' (op run IE ol ihi* CWMi aiKl 
CI*I liMdiTships: K M-S. NamUiodir 
ipad. Harkislian SitiEh Nuneet and M 
Karmxjp I'lir dvcisKin o< theiiHimHinists 
lo akiiiK with k’aders like Unnikrish 
nan. fiahu>iiina and Kaji> lihan is iiKkrd 
surpnsmjz ar- ihi* move indicaic^ that I he 
communists are wiUinfE to abandon V.l\ 
Sin>d) and to fto to (he ooOs dn adilTereni 
platfonn altoeotber. Its leaders, howev 
er, insi&i iliat Ibe ^xoposed Nadunal 
Camp^izn Committee is <’<MTunilied lo a 
umtesi Opposnion. 

Hul wny llie need fur another Opposi¬ 
tion krrmauoa whatever its proi^rant- 
mea may be^ V.l* SniiEh and ihe Janata 
Miti have disMMiati'd themselves with 
lh'*iyp, the arch enemy erf the coiwmin- 


•sts. and hi*nce then- is no oslenniMc 
leasim for (he and the CPI to 

di>Uin(*c lhemsi*)vi-^ Inim (he JanaU 
Ibil Moret>V4*r. thi* devisiun lo ally wMh 
whni IS perceived as the anti-V.P Smgh 
lobby Ik also suspeit. Kul the prune 
iitovrs irf the Canpaitfn Cnmniiee 
arjttK* (hat I he idea (rf hirmme the front i» 
IP Mt ds a |>ressurr icroup and ensun* 
that 1 hr Janata Mai remains (^murstted to 
Ux’ U*t( and suciakst path. 


Ktit V.P. Stnidi IS least saiisfied with 
suih an expiaivtiion. Mhvioualy aware ol 
the M lhat any Opposition alliance with 
the cunmumsts wuuU be a threat lo Ihc 
Janata Ihd, Singh is busy meeting (lie 
Committee Baders individiinily to ti 7 
and persuade them not to sfrfti ihe 
Opposttion votes funheT. hx i^nially. 
the CungrvsstS). the Rahuibiru laciiun 
of the U4( [lal and Kam Mhan's Jan 
M'ln'ha are all partners <>{ yel unoiher 
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OppfisiUon equation; the* Naliond Knmi. 


Hut both the CPI and the Cl’KM) 
have si^uKhl lu allay V.P. Sw^h’s feu by 
denyi/jR lhal there is any move lo a 
third OppositHin front, Harkishan Singh 
Siirjivi <>i the CPUMf and M. Karooqi al 
the Ci'l have declared that as the 
NatKMul Pront and the Janata Dal were 
vague on many issues, (he National 
Campsiign Cuminiitee was being formed 
merely lo "popularise q Left and demo- 
cratu progTHHune *. H<Hh the leaders felt 
thill tl>e Janata Dal was too busy with ks 
internal problems to take up issues 
bused on definite programmes and pub* 
cies. "(fur objective is to udluence these 
parlies 1(1 lake up issm's whK:h couW 
defeat Kajiv (landht.” sax! Harkishan 
Singh Surjcci. Heavies, the l>eft partH*!* 
hope 10 influerKe Ihe Junala Dal am! ilie 
Nahooal Kront to step up their anIi-IIJP 
undanleronummal liimpuign. However. 


(Teal V.a. Singti iMlh AJtt Sm«h: 

nsfti OpnesnlOA i»8>k m • Nstlenel FrgM 

itilv:a dlstinnadiM 


It IS 'itill not clear why the conimunivlH 
joined hands with those who luvo |>re- 
fered (o remain out of the Jaiwia IU io 
a^hk'Vi' (his iibjeciive. No wonder mosl 
J^natii k'adeis lev'l that the NatKinal 
Campaign Committee oHild well be ihe 
fir^t Htvp towards formation of a third 
OppositKm front. 


I 

B ut V P, Smgh IS Vm hiisv sell bug 
his own lMi>i(' lo lake a sericnis 
I note f4 tlie new ilvilli*nge. Not tluit 
\ relxdlHHi in the Juoala l^u) ranks was 
totally uiM'xpecled In fait, Ihe very size 
of Hk two bodies lodiciiles iltai Singh 
had tried his level hcsl lo ucisirnmoftale 
all faelK»ns within the Dal, While tiu' 
iinlioaal 4 X4S'Uliv(' has us many as H<l 
members, llv* st4i'riiig etininnttee cim- 

pnscs r4'prescntalives. But such is 
(Ik* nature and nmiposition uf the Janatii 
I Dal that Singh «'ouid iv^t please every¬ 
one. And It was the Ajit Singh faclun 
that was tlic most disillusamed with the 
two bodies. JmmMiately after Singh 
anrvKirKed the amsU1ulK>n of tlie two 
omuniHeex. Ajil Singh's followers met 
their leader to register their protest. 

yUe main grouse of the Ajit Singh 
faction K that their representation in 
both the bodies is dispn^xglK/nateiy low 
4Vimpared to their actual strength in the 
party. To substantiate their urgument, 
they forward the following example', in 
Bihar the Ajii Sin^ faction claims the 
support of 27 MLAs as against the Lok 
DaKHVs 2’i MLAs. Bui strangely 
enough, while two Lok DaKHj legisla* 
tors from Bihar have found a berth in the 
steering committee, the Ajit Singh fac* 
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V.P Singh wHt) AamOfMn: w4nMn94iw«rNM4«nMortM 


I hoh ti(>l txxrs abk* \u ruxiutiaic a 
nH'itibtT (khd lh<* sMv ii> {bi> 
c<unimlU*tv »u>n’ ts lb*: snnH* in 
V{U\ ^ A)it Sin^b 

«>injMi)MM'r. ’’Wf hiiv«* unlv 13 wni 
bt>rs (tom UM m ilx' mitional i'Kecudvv 
cwii iliouti^ wv (ijv«* as m#uiv 77 
U'^skitnr^ in lb' Htxist'.Conipare Uns wi 
t h v>K\l f hi > 1 )hI( II) has M*hii'vc*il.(hev 

hiivt' U nitn)b(*rs Iruni the sluU* in 0«r 
national executive even thou^i thetr 
rcprosentalKii; is ihr I'P A^oibfy is as 
low ns IfH," ho added. HTic jan Mcircha 
Kki lia» scored i vuiorv over the Ajn 
Sinjjh lixiion: it has riyfesoniaiives 

IriMn Ul* un the :ia(ional cx4\'u(ivc. 

’"I'luTo IS rosentnien!,'* waimtl a senMir 
k'ndcr of the A;ii Sinj^h camp, “and V. 
Sintjh will have* to take renM'dinl niea* 

; surcs if Ik: wants us to CiXtlmue in (he 

j ” 

I V.V. SuikIi apart, the AjK Stnidt Ia* 

lion is also lAinnini; for (he Haryana chief 
niiniKfer. tlevi Lai. who aocordiiitf to 

18 “ 


I Uniting the Opposition 
I is not going to be an 
I easy t»k. V.P. Singh» 
in faett faces a duai 
I challenge: keeping his 
own l^se in ori^r 
and ensuring ttiat the j 
unhappy elements 
%vithin the Opposition 
do not regroup and 
form a Uilrd or fourth 
front which will 
achieve littte beyond 
shattering the 
Opposition's dream 


them influenoed Smgh to iftnore (he Lok 
l>aKAt. **f)evj Lai has absolute veto 
powers." complained one of (hem. This 
view is shared by many others in the 
janaU Dal who fee) lKi( Ilrvi Lai had (he 
hnal say in ibe c(jnsti(u(u>n of the (wo 
bodies and only those approved by him 
from the list subnvtied Ajj( Smgh sot 
into (he (wp ctmvnntees. 

There are odiei comi^mis aitamsi 
V.r Smsh well. One is that tbxjgh 
tb’ Janata Dal bo* adopted tb* constiLi* 
Uhi <4* the janaia I’any • the reason why 
the CvnxresaCSi parted ways wi(h the 
Ibl—SitiK'H has formed a steennjz com' 
rtvtiee whsh is nut provided for in (be 
Janata I’arty ronstitunon. I'oinimi; ou( 
(bsmcun^ruily ajaii.il«> rHMvieadvt 
remarked- “On tin* (xx; hand he (V.P. 
Simd'j diK's nr>i hesiiate lo vo>istitu(e 
(he stvennK commille<' ami m (b <nhcr 
he lias betm insist mg that he •'thrxd 
ap(K Hnt i i(fn\ Itearers as tb’ J aiu’t con* 
s(iti]iKHi does not |K‘miii him lo dci so, U 
IS trme b< makes up his mind, or amends 
(b* cnrisliliilion,*’ 

ITicTe IS a seclnm wUhin (he I-ok Ibl 
whKhfedsIhal V M. SiriKh lus done (he 
nidit (hingby iiomrm^ Ajit Smi^h and hs 
supporters “Wheie will (b'y po,” re* 
maried <ine leader adding lhal (b' 
noiHcs being nudi* at Ik' nionwnl were 
riierely pari ol a (Aiy to put pressure on 
V 1*. Singh u> givi' Ajit Singh ami hw 
giixjp a beltoi tepreseiU.ilMnt III (he 
iMflimitCci's (fu( ate going (<i be (nmu'd 

m ihi' ncai fulurc. 

Hut tlwre IS M least one good lK*ws 
for V.H Suigh. Am Mobimimid Khan, 
wlio rcsxHledly letl .slight I'd hI not being 
iraiuded m tlic siei nng i {«tumitee, b)s 
a( Iasi resign<*d (u (vs presenl stulus. 
The appjri in reji;oR; .\rif Khan 
ailMevod whd( b‘ wanted keep Syed 
Shahabuddin out of bxli Ihe nationid 
exei'ulive and (he stoenng cfxnnuKee. 
Anf. according lo those close (o bin. 
was even prepared lo kwe IIk' Jnriala 
[lal if Shah^buddin bid been dce<injmu- 
dated in any of these bwileb Hul V.I*. 
Smeh obviously did ;un wont (o risk 
kiosing Arif Khan. SlMbihudrltn reacled 
by issuing a slalcnient sxy«v (hat k 
was "happy at not heing part of this 
ferce". 

Vtuting Ik OpposilHxi thus is not 
RcHitg to be an casY (ark lor V.P. Singh, 
hts sizwenly notwithstanding. Singh, in 
fact. laces a deal chakitge; keepu'g hi$ 
i>wn house in order a? w< ll a» ensuring 
that the unhappy among ihe Opposition 
do not rejToup fonn a tbrd <»r fourth 
from whH'h will jcbevc httle beyond 
shattering the Opposition's dream of 
defeating Rajiv (kndhi in the next par¬ 
liamentary polls. 
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A of iin 

'ni;U s Nvhiii vnu II Jist'O'vr HI Air-liulia ii<w. 

fk*ciui.NC* Wv niaclc diaugcs lliai fulfil WHir 
diangjjiji as an air iravvllcr. 

for iiisiaiHf, \\c pulIcJ tnil the slops in\ 
n>oM r< Hites 

To ^ive sou more iioiWii|>i than any tHher airline. 

To l.omlon. To rnmklun, ibc businw ^way 
lo Hurojx*. To KoiiK*. lo AmMerdant. To Paris 
To TokN'o And to ihe Gull. 

4 

\'iir hasfness i ravel lers I n* inirodiued 
the Snu)/crs, 


Sjxtial flights wit ft eon veil ieiit night depan u res 
and early morning arrivals. 

So iluu \\>ii arrive reMed and ready for htislnes,s. 

And I he daily New Yoric Whl/aer. 

fx^cM flight out of India, wiili just one sti^ 
at Londivi. 

\\v idso .stretiHied my u(iper devks and I'm 
adding to niy fleet. 

Wfiich means nvxe business chLis scats with 
:in emiihasis or\ cximfcni. 

My Maharajah and Executive lounges in most 
cities liiive also been refurbished lo make relaxing 


0 


“Look now, I’m changing!” 



U 1)^11 lT l'KJX.'fiCCK'L*. 

On U't mv aru of cliangv 

I'omi. 

I m [wndcring lo your nuiiy Ui.wrning ia.sK*> 
K)r Bacclius, I bring ilit* ixM from die ivllars 
of Frmkhof Kdimi 

For the gourmet, a chokv of menus, 
l.jghi Contincnial - specially creaied in 
const illation with Steigenbcrger - inieniaii<aiaily 
renowmed resuiurateurs. 

And for tlX' ethnic epicuR', wondrous and 
hearty Indian delights. 


Now my inflight enienamnieni is also nonsio|). 
ilh film fesiix-als tiuii k'lUtire llie (ireai (Jassii'S. 
•ar Winners best of Bntidwin Ik-sl of f lolly'wuKl 
and Indian directors 

Audio channels i>aM a rqvrtoiR' ot pop, Westerti 
arxi IfKliiin classical, gli.i>gjs, jazz and a very' special 
pnf^nunitx* for kids. 

There are lucky seat surprises, and inllighi 
shopping for nonstop sho|>ptTs. 

Now tome alxiard Air-lndw, 

You’ll kne tlie new piaure." 
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CONVERSATION 




Ofi thecvcoj Rajiv's ('hitta visit, the Dalai Larna an 

fhv fuiun' of Tihvt 





fin- ui) ifiuiw 

twgii'k'n-i liHvInit! Jit* 
fivn jr fJn* /rRiLJNs «M/ tU~ C*/itrM*v* YTn* 
f.vvtK' Js kki’h' hi siuhui* uik'ii 

iiMkttH lUitn*li itks ttki/ah 

Tvii/ 0 t tik' S ilh IIAh 

Lmi.i.iintt*'kfn'"*'> tk'ikhil On- Tilk't‘iits. 
h't'fs itvM Ihts iikttM /rui Jk* iHm t4>- 

MifAi.iU Ih j rtiTf HPvty k’Vt. •'ikkhti h'rl 
[ h- VI ri« .iri<’(«J .1 

. rii(*(*ivu'irf hi’rAvlK'^'N 

ht itk' Titu't 

utkt >kttkiM'> -t •kihilkm 111 lik’ /•rirfjib’iii 

/*r»mr itiniultr Hajii 
aonithi tfHt iktttm hi- viiUaM^ i'hintt. 


I Ihi ffou thsnk hik rihit tctU rntuit in 
it hn Qiahniufth ffh thv Tihi-t 
, pivhtfMi? 

Uiiu i itrxi'i ihmk >0 'hk' fiivl 

I vt «*( VII ill) I nttui n I ’Mo •• M imia 
1 <T iiml UH) ChiiK'si* lr;Kk'i'> limiRkt 
! .insilim^ ixnii rt'ir. Ii i> m\ >1 

i fk'pmMDi;. Thiit’s «>iiIn iiiiiural Anti 
(liihi^ jtir I ><4 vu'‘\ ClHir i'* i)u*Til>i.’t* 
ail iMtilik ni ;iiul Ilk'S(rH» liiiliiiii |>r<il>)i'ni 
11 «sill t^ikt' Him* 

Thi' Inriinn ffiivrrnmvnt Aax A<*(*n 
kuppttravi' tif thp Tiht tnH 
thrifngh rvM-ttU-mrnt prrxyrtririffkx, 
rrfuftr/juftrr/ (in^ rutturnt dtvtUtp- 
' fiirfff. Art iftm huppu with tht tuiti’ 
an fttUtHiit founrrfx iht Ta>tl(trt 
pnthtvm Ml Ml' poiiUcai fmni nr Hr> 
pon fi'tt India rnn du man ? 

IikIviV I mil liilliciiKiv^. tlv 
Ix'^ whK'h wc kivx mcivi-d fioiti Uk; 
I Indun ijovc'mniert i!< riMlIv sianrihiiiu 
I vx 1 nil vowin' In 1 ^' fU'ltJ <il rc*liiibilit;k 
I 11 M 1 in«l iiri>mx(i«>n ui I iiu'iiin 1 uliiirr 
;iiid ;ilMi <*(1111*111x111 til) iIh' vnitiiKci 
>!t*iK'r.ilxxi, Uk* <*iA*i*nHni'hi uf Indm, I 
tlxn^, Ixii^ divii' tlk' niiixiiDiiin. And wy 
«ir<* timIIv xihU'IuI tnr iltis. N<ii milv tin** 

I } 9 *iu'nilHin. Init uciU'iiiiB iis tti iiriiK* kill 
I Ik A bir^t'l Imhij’s lK‘1I^ p.idii'iibrlv al a 
' iikKiM’iil 111 ’I’llx'laii hisinrv whK'li k)i> 
p(*ilupx ihp (Liil.rsl, U was ainiK'ctc'd 
Willi Chinx. 11 IS s<i (k'h'fltc'. Undit sui N 
(inxinislaiH'C’N. wlul Ihi I 'r'ivvnuih'iit of 
lixlbi did niiinrllniis. 

In Itx' piJitkal field, v-cs, tlMre iire 
<hsai!rei*nk'nl>i Ixtwein (lui vu*w jiiJ 
, ihe leivtnwifii! «>( Iiidia s. We aUuys 
; s.tv TiUi IS a Si'paiale i nunin*. TIk* 

! iMrtvnmH'iU 111 lnrli;i luis iwjinisi'd 
I TAx-t .IS a j?.iil sil Chiivi Hiii Oien, ycm 
Mf, h'a6sth*;dlv v|x‘‘rfkin»!. vnii can*l 
IiLxih* tlx InduT) ^rDVeriuni'ni India tns 
aln*.idv :.ik(*ii a p'lsitxiii oti I he i''SUi*. (I 
IS hki' a iitiiii, Yiiu cdii'l chunK** 
nixlway. 


T 1^-K 




'‘Some people 
criticise Indian policy 
(towards Tibet). I am a 
person who has had 
the opportunity to 
know generations of 
Indian Prime 
Ministers. All Indian 
leaders are very 
sympathetic to me" 


$ 







Q Is fftis a toy horse 
lor your 3 year old son 











^ Na. If* for me. 

My san is Into artificial 
intefllMfice computers. 







CONVfR^ATI(^N 



siihtdi. uu/>nM«K’d eU'.f 

h) Ilu.i visKc^d Llids:i, 

riH «iuiIk^ics did tip i^ntirc vil* 
l;ip<’>. K<»i a lofvipi visiUM. ihis 
tm{k'islaiHlrtl>lc; bul when thiii owik 
lender miiirs, why '^lumld au(Nn 
ities ehaii^'t' Ihin^^^ 

That in Vi'fV fUntifar io what hap¬ 
pens in vur enuntru when N<Ofv 
(ianfthi goes viMting viitages... 

{l,.niph>' upi uiinHisfy > At k%itn in 
lrtdi:i. Ihert* i'> Ireedmji i>l iht' press. 
WhetlHT ytm luvv c tuiiik!h eniirdur nr 
nr>l, diM's nil} Jiulter. Al you IbivT 
file Ireethiin. WIkii Kjm’i(.*«'nry Kip- 
prfKHi in (Ills cinntlty iJndiai, ever>xwn 
sKitilwI. \M wlwn wi‘ cfiinpart* (hi* 
"KituatMin dunitR thi* KnwrKi'ixy Hi ihn 
gt»Mgy wilh Hut nf Tibei and China. 


this BmcrjtrTKy was sniiKlhgiK n pas- 
sDi>:. 

Sometime back, pon tpoke of a 
'deep ffcp' between the ('kineoc and 
the tihetans. Couid tp>u ptease 
etahoivley 


^‘Yes, (Jyotl Basu i$ 
sympathetic to the 
Tibetans). There is a 
big difference 
between Chinese 
and Indian communists. 
The Indians have a 
much broader 
perspective'* 


SvKe The Chinese 'hlA‘ra(ed' Tibvi. 
the libetan nwsses liuve received ini- 
menM* lx*ni*fi(— Ihal is (he Chinese feel¬ 
ing. I'hey feeJ I'ibeian siKieiy is Kirk« 
ward, dark and vrxtdv. I think wIh'IT 
we «nnH>irc Chine>e l Uliuix* with Tibe* 
tan 1 nhore, T»l»elAn ruUure is I hi ntorc 
advanced. (x*nainly no less. And tImt 19 
due (0 litdi.111 culture. Tthclan cult tin* 
has Its nM*Ts m lyuiklliism aix^ Huddhisni 
vxviK's JtiMii (Ills ciHinirv. So. cuhurally 
spi.iking, TiK't K like* h siiKieni <il Indiii 

I'l/day, 111 till' I'mli cenniiy. then* isii 
kH uf pinspenty. hot despiu* lhi'>. (here 
•If? 7 (M) Tiheiifii liiKkIliisi cenirt's «ill 
over Iht* world .ill rsinhlished allc; 

Maiiv (4 (Ik*S(' .ife in Mviiiiiumst 
idundies Jike iVibnd «ikI Ihingary. Of 
ixHinte, thiTv ai'i (mm* Chine m* ri*s 
(Huiams. but vct> few lemres of 
CIuiieM’ cullure. 'Ilir Chine>e leel thi-y 
have been 'gi*ix*n>us' lowurds • TiU** 
fans find yet ihi* 'hwilish Tilx'iaiis' <ki not 
slviw gMiiiiid**. I'K h* :uv iK* ofistn* 
ill’s. 

The ('hioene anthohties neenitg 
hiamitigoo for the rtashvn in Lhasa, 
Ito uwi think the srheduted negtdh- 
tians in iieneva idtl reeritT n set- 
hock berause of thi»^ 

i don'l Ihriik so We h.ive direct 
I'onf.H'l will I the ChifU'se goveniineiit 
simx* kite ]^ 7 H. Smietink’s Iky have a 
more (rxiKJIv iitntiKle, viiufiiitvs thev 
a(HA*ar to W scoklmg us. SiMneiiiiies 
lln*v aivuse me oi U*iiig a tnnibh*- 
nviker. Sfmx'liines they l alJ nn* 'Ihrlai 
leat iKHur \ ' and .somelinx’s iJk v c.ill nie 
’iHiLii IfHiii-r itaugfisi. 

Did the Indian potieg makers get 
in toneh with gou in canneetion 
wtfh the Diime Minister's visit to 
Heijing? What teas the Indian atti¬ 
tude towards gour Strasbourg for- 
mutaT 

KrosM (ime to time, we met'l ihf 
IVuiK* MuiiMer. the roreign numslei, 
the foreign secretai y. Wo arc old (nciids 
mm. Hui what I i:ilk in offier must 
remain in (he iifrk’e. Mv personal coni Hit 
with the present PniiK* Munster U since 
Itts chddbiKKl. I'andil Nehru used (o (all 
me to his houst* in I'ei’nmuri] Bhawan. 
Om* (tay, Ik* Ciwicse I'leniier, Chou Kn 
Ln. I'andit Nehm, Phik nen l>ama and I 
were there haviiiB lunch, kajiv and 
Sappy were i^aying outside wilh riKk- 
els, small rockets tlifufdis). 

I'riHik'aliy. all Indian n’^'lit s have 
sympiUhiw'd with US. u/ficiaDy or unoffi¬ 
cially. Omx* a ('k)Se Indian fru iid told me 
that no matter whkh parry is in power, 
llir central government in India will have 
deep sympathy lor I’lhet. including the 
cnmmunisls. I think that 1$ an autheniic 
observation 

Uhmytomod by ^tra likha Ounmi— 




COVER STORY 


THE GREAT 
COMPANY 
BAZAAR 



An (tf’f’rc'.ssive breed 
of tycoons launches a 
take-over war 


A 


a I once, rt b the h»ittesl 

m tuwn. take- 

r>ver tinw in Irnlv^n industry 
and suddenly, everybody 

_ _ wHnts to ptoy. Two months 

aRo. chAJismalic lextde lycwin [>hif- 
ubhai Ambani wanRlcd control u( en- 
gineenng giant Larsen and Toubro (tur¬ 
nover: Rs 55y emres) from under the 
noses «^ a host ot cnrTJorate enmpeu- 
lurs. b ' hiding the current amir of ac* 
()uisitK IS. Manu Chhabria. Ncit that 
CMiat a had much (u compbm about. 
'Phe r*4 uh be/ure that he had ousted his 
partn i 'LP. Goenka to take M control 
of tv I e iun Dunlop (turnover Rs 482 
croi usi And Goenka in turn had gone off 


(HiJ tuke*ov<T s|»reu <h his own. (unried, 
jvrliaps. hv s-une t‘l Oh* immcy he «n( 
for hi!i Dnnlo|i stake. Anwing hi}> »• 

(klh^. omipuU'j ( iHnpHny ICIM (lurnuv 
vr ks I'lori's) and south Indian 
It.iiriMHi M.dayalim (luriHivoit Ks HI 

AtKl tlific Jiro lots of (hher pLivers. 
LM November, tlk* l.iiiHloH-btJSed Ihn- 
ilovi lirotlifis iH'at sc<K her king Hahul 
Haja} fof coiurol of HulfMuohikr giant 
A>liok l.<*viand Murnover: Ks M\4 
rn»ri*»‘ A tew iiHrtiihs ago, Vipv Mallva 
ro.A me) We^irm bHlu PniSneoring. 

uerk, hi< I Mend Kajan 
iMIai a» guirMl KJM N.ihi^^i os nim' in 
(•(•H’liu okikei Hinaiini;i. IIh* month he* 
hue I hill. iIh* di*eeplivi*|v kiw>|M'olik' 
Milqi hi.iin.ll Nmght over his IhggeKt 
MiiniM'lilor Dniversid l.nugage (Iumhiv- 
<*r. Ks !ri» rfou**^! iliU'i ending, at » 
si 14 Alt*. iIh< di'ts'inmliiig wni in tho 
iiMMikh'd luhtgagi.* laiiket. 

I'A tii Itvise like Ambam who wi*re 
ihiflighl Ki est'liew die |i;ith n( miutsiiioi: 
for eoriHir.ile giowlh have suddi*oly 
JbingtHl tr.vks, LaM war, S K. Hula 
took over t hkiivle tiulki Mui'iiover: H* 




■t .A 














Sit< • I ••'jfcirvVs' 



THE BIG ONES 

rhc take-overs of 

the last two vears 


I 

I 


I 


I 


I 


j 
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I 


I 

I 
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UttkUT 

- VSB9 - 

SSKi 

camau- 

iRs Ciofcu 



|H& Cl<K«sl 

MTW 

(As CfO<K| 


Shjw W iirare 

M n Chhaboa 

6 n> 

49 00 

160 92 

Maiii«n k PId’t 

• 

640 

54 00 

42 04 

HinO ^Oo Oliver 


■■•'537 

leoo 

43.63 

duniup 

• 

19 €B 

162.00 

430.26 

Got (Kim ^sodioti*’ 


260 

100 

“ISoT” 

SubtoLM 


Vli 

312 00 

719 91 

CpmI l/ie 

H P Coenka 

9» 

112 00 

“moIT" 

GavHi Indiii 


ir»' 

97 00 

117 98 

Surtiiv InrJM 


i'i; 

6fW 

36 09 

Himsur Malaysian 


9.10 

bOOO 

♦ M to 

68 66 

Avun Callus 


3» * 

15 00 

“3^~ 

SubtcilJl 


Al n 

345 00 

575 07 

India fori 

B M khaiian 

4 31 

3i600 

104 94 

M«iAi Box 

•b 

Htt 

$00 

136 2$ 

Subtdlat 


19 00 

36 00 

241 20 

ionibay fynis 

kfC MM 

4,S0 

700 

Lock oul 

AshoKleyiand 

HNiihuno 

21 39 

132*00 

426 97 

SpcoafStpei 

laws 

S?7 

65 00 

125 91 

t«T 

Aimbams 

51.99 

753 00 
• 

567 66 

Chloride Indio 

l^'lC SriT* 

20 $5 

153.00 

10893 

CfMid Tefal 


290.79 

1103.99 

2767.66 


I 


j VKMi'H». ninkirv it \\n- {^irb 
I tUMi ni4 M<) .M \ikI ti>r nUi*> Usl 

MUMllil, tti«U kiW ihvn IWT'Nl'^U'Ill 
tklt |0l|Mll.ll illrllHii'll lr'«kl's 

im*'* s^'iU M’li mmih’ *<( )is slurcli* 4 'iinkt m 
lrHli4M Ks|il(i'>uv> LiaiiU*d ilK].» (o H K 
Jkrlii <mci ‘Mill ^Vlitv:i I'Ik* *1 .u»s. 1 <Mk 
.'tit' M 1 !lir AlU*r :i MjiMhhIt' 

witfi N.kiii Pnilun St*Ui, 

whcisi, i t>iik|iiii)ir> iiu KkIc' 'rc;i Mvi 
T:it;i I h«'ikih <iI> .u’C|Uiii’(l n MiMiirriuJ 


1 

i 


prf'Jt'Tkt' Ilk (Ik> As'«)i*i5iti*il Ct‘iiH*nl 

OMill).IIkit ‘N (AeVk. lhA( Jm' 

WHS ltK> MH^t’ ll>l .1 tlMIU|^‘^H’ln 

l;ik«' • u Ml Ni I w. S* lii IS s,inJ ii) ht If 11U* 
running Nri M.nik!ik)(ir(, CkiiiH':Hs :iiKt 
Kv. hlistM'i iKK Kk 

Anri Mu* i.tkr oVfi' IttH'p < MiiMni*. Tin* 
CNuibniis Vk'itti litkvc* lu'Mkiiii* ;k Hs 
crorr lO'kDp. SMiipK rlu^Miph iHiimimK 
ctXRpaniesk. tn YhU bx m w finns 

M<inlk tviil takciHWfr 


<*UK*kn ihmMAtT ks 72 ncirc>I, 
iIm’V i(<>i knli> .1 m>lv tltviHiit* wiih lln* 
nukiktpriiKiil iri <i.inuktifn UidM. inkJ 

jcHiKil iIk’ m«v Itir MCK K.l* (•tienki) 

'H’l lus txi IK’W lariictti nnri elk' 

HiiKhjiHs. «*lHrs(' lortunt' In an liiKliiih' 
mils qjid InjiirirtsJs ol iitillHins <4 4Jtilb<rs. 
iibKli- il ik’.ir ikit lhi*y wrrr in (he 
iHifiiiMlHNi pHiiie. Al kt'hjnt'e''^ iilush 
Ndrntuii I'tnn* he.ifkpuiilers witrre (he 
< iflii ia( luk' IkKl <ilw.iys been t< • kxtk tk»wii 
on lhos<* whoi^ek fhroitKh iiieri^*rs and 
iK'iiiuMlHKi''. (heit* Wds a subik* Ixil 
si^ulKiiin "lutt in ]mi1r>*. *Jlie ik*w wu>* 
tkicii Kkl M Ikkit whik' (Ik* Amhanis wi'ie 
II.k{ t tmipiilsn e Iqcklrrs bke the Clihiri** 
mis «>r tin* imm'IiIois. IlH'y WMikl now 
ktok wrv Itiut .'tt 4 uokki) iff>|joitiiniI>' 
ol thi* kind ihjt Iht' Lir<(^ .'mhJ T'tnhro 
liike over reiircf^ iHed, 

(HivuMJ'dv. tht* Kreai ctHnptiny biiu.ir 
kid ofM'mHl. 


I 


1 


T o nelite an uwhk'.iMal empire, you 

lUvri lO b(' d MsklklkafV like (r.l). 

Mirla. T/i MiivessUilIv a;n an emskiin; 
I'kklplle.vov iH*eil t'k Ite a leirilit iiviiajrer 
hke J K il T.it.r Itijl (0 Ih kmp ol tiH' 
take over »;:uik('. vou need lo ht* a 
siUH'i r^chier 

NotuKiv prt»ves this ariii«e heller lil/h 
SwT.ij J'aul. tht' jxirtly, laimlon liax-d 
h(*'rfd i 4 (.iipait>».Toup. ulitilfH'd U) IW 
lo lake over two resjMVit-d JVIIn enm 
piii'K's: Ksoxts and |iC*M I'aiil, whenx' 

I hill 1 > toiikiMTkK*.- Iwtve iKiiiteiiJarecI iii 
MKh Ukke.rivers ris Itaitini and I'Vieliry, 
was dljon to India Ihe fiiMUte 
inim^trv’s ji viuimhi ti>no*i ri'sirieiit Indr 
nns INKIsi lo ihvcM i" llien intintrv ol 
oii|Rn. Whik* kitiKt ol the Skl» w'hi) ! 

resii'irHled were Mxncni tti ximplv Ihjv 
shares or put inor.ev nu deposit, ihe 
uinnv I'aul lookr>ri ^'trk'l at ihi likfliaii 
iviip'lrale Mene lie s^mhi riiscecreri 
ilut nvtiiv ol tlxKt' wIk) elainW *• owti 
HtihisiiMl enifnies, arinallv owrv il k‘*s 
llun len I ter lenl (d llu se empires. The 
resi was (Ii\ idl'd aliiK^st vijikallv iM’tweeti 
pnhiK liiMiuial (iiMitiilmns atnl the 
laddH' 

nils disi’'iveiv k'd him m the rdiwius 
4 tavhisHin if hi< mikl huv mix’e eijnitv 
than tile pi««iioicrs, then, i^iveii Ins 
ti.*ek reeixd ot rielivenriy! lesiiUs In 
sUirehokh'rs, suielv he w«Hikl havt' a 

peaU*i n>clu to maratv these com* 
tklint’s/ Aumthiiph, he Ikevran hiiyinK 
sibires in Ksi nris, a iiliead iiaeior 
Inm, and IK'M, a sleepy, sloppy eon 
^miHTale 

knilltrmteil wilh .i liostlle lak< over 
lhal sts’iiH’d set in siHitvd Ihe male 
.i^ttineiiis •»! hnrh companies risK'ted 
with iHilrabte and i<’lnsed to i easier 
i'ani s stiau s. K.iu d wkih this unex- 
|H‘i*led hurdle. k<kul IimA; his fxithe lo tl>e 
s 1 r<sts. In iilv altvk eitv. he wmikl 
ad(iri*ss iiK’elinus and liold press uailei- 
eiiees al whnh Ik* would vail Kscnrls’ 
Jiur* NaiHia names. <lisTn>ss l!iose |our- 
rubsii^ who '^iposed him us ''pnivkisahk* 
oMnnKKbiK'^**. t(*ar inln all of Indian 
endu^trv (sjimple: Wlial is so sr«al 
about i.K.l). Tata*" lliere are more 
s<':indals surioundiiibi hi» fR'«nip than any 
«xh<*r 'j and make seveial leiotimale 
points alxKil dubious I in lull corporate 
{xattMes. 

Ir was the enuivalenl ol a kh*k in (he 
iiroin of Indian hnsmess and jpver tin* 
insnuitKin.ll shaiehoklmK m InHli 
firms. il seemed prohabW that Paul's 
offensive would result in viilnry. Unf<»r. 
innaielv ^nr h'm, Mrs (iandhi died sud« 
dfrdy anti kujiv who did not share his 
nHMk'r'a aficviHai for Paul refused lo 
k *1 iIh' bids sn thriHijSh. i'aul reiuPK’d to 
EiiEkmd. fcrveral iiiilhon pttunds ixairer 
but his pomi had been made; Kiveii the 


KMDAT 1* > 7 * iM 












HiVtKSTOK^ 


sliuiluri’ <»l ownership m ln<h.in ittduv 
Iry. lakt-ovfr- nvre Ui mount. 

Itut uhni did not realist* l^’As ih:ii 
I litre wa> (ini oilier streHdi^hU r wlu» 
h.id i«ink' Ui the saim* e««H'lusHHi*> iiuh h 
earlier Moreover. K.IV li^M’iika had 
llviutflit id S4>ntcl!unk* Uul l*aul had 
imsst*d. I he V'KKA I<vUm. 

Mueli ol liiUi.iii indiiNirv i> donuTbiled 

hy fintis III \shKh ninlluwiiMifi,ils iKive a 
siihslanlial ^t.ikr Bv the nui Seventies, 
iiuiny «d tiH* kirei^ti pareiih vert' Imvihk 
' ie(*<MUl thoH^hl^ alKHil Irwlwi Tliere 
were foul leasonshs (ins hrstiv. m»ic 
iiiultinalHMials found Oie relum on m* 
vcslrm nl in Imlui In ht* limt*r ihiin 
el SI‘where. S'conillv. nearlv all were 
upsel l)v suih laws .r* I'KHA and thr 
lilies >(iivernin>( iepatnalu>n ol IhiiJh. 
Thirdiv, iiianv had 1.01 ne I < ih** eiHkiu 
Miiii iImI to nunaue man IndianennriHi* 
intMii. von iieedeti .1 lotAl iKirtntT wlm 
1 ould i)riht and cainh' Atxl fHially, ‘Smiv 
fMiilfinational' weiv rfierust'Kvs in iriKi 
Ml and saw 'Ih s;ile <d ilx ir Indrin 
subsidiaries .is a wav In ruse 

hinds. 

I<.l’ (iot'iikii I'inie liotn a lakulla 
Maiw’an liinniv llial Ii.kI i^rown ihiMittli 
ai'ijiiMtioiw {luiiiaii llioils’is in IIh* 
l!M(Ki. Balnier Lmiie, NafioiMl TMsk> 
i M and Aslan i abl*‘s in the lie 

s;ilii will I tus nintin’is m aiM 

entered mim) iieasnlialhms with Ivre mill* 
tmalioivii i'eat Ini llie salt* M ji^in t>C Uw 
e(;(iii> in Its livlun MdisHiMTv In 
Ceat akireed In sell him |Ht silti 11k* 
folluwrni? veat, he talked lti AnKrw.m 
phaunaicuhcal ktvuii li.h. Vaik* anti 
Unj«hi a stiateijK slake in its Indun 
opeinioMi. (11k' imdlMwaKaml it UiiP'^ Id 
jur reiil.) lliest* experieitivs vihiviik ed 
him (hal iM' way di w was twA 




Vittal Mallya bulH his 
entire empire on 
acquitHiont in the 
foodf drink and drug 
industries. His son 
Vijay iost out in Shaw 
Wallace but now that 
he Is an NRI, there 
seems little doubt that 
he will emulate his 
father 
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Bank w;is uitiiMi* in allow tiaiwlers nt 
Lirtii* aitHHiiils I'aul who had 
miHh^sol ptmnds, chose, •diaiicelv. nol 
to use thi'tii >0 huy iHit fnrei^n fiinni. am) 
(NkT Ihs I Wo IikJmii like <iver> lailed. 
n*UinkHl In l.ominti (lie'^•ivs now "It s 
ool worth iIh> link* and efloM lo xei 
(n\nlvi>d with tlv itiiihara}.i> <»l liu* Iruiktn 
I iMIKMale si*<*(lK 'I 

AiviiIkt Indian iPKiiistriilisI lound dial 
1v siMied (heiikaV piMilem, Vijay Mai 
In a, iIh* lH<i»/e Imiihi ol mhiIIi Inciia. was 
Ilk* Soil of Viltal M.ilTya. a kev 
I'tkV^ale hh iiius who Mult tip a nusiuve 
(tHKi ami dnnk empiie iliMHi^h iktiuisi* 
(K«i, Tin* vninw'i Mallv.i lacked his 
faltK*i's >^*nlus am) ^iohiieh. hnl iw Uxi 
WMhletl to 111 I I he lake over tiad. I In 
)> rnhl('ni was ilk* <.inie lack ol act ess in 
h liiiMiMii Iv ai<iniii'ti kiid cniTency. 

h was Ilk snlution lo ||»h pinhlem 
llul leallv M in the prest iU acqiiihilinn 
IkHMtt. iVah li(H*lika aTuI Maltvil lluHlkld 


1 




OtinlQ^ h<»d9tmlft bi CvlevH* *kow new 


ilirniitfh snimt; up ivw unds Cjcivt'n 

lii'lds i>nift‘tl> } but h\ tniher huvum out 
loTiiidt slwirelmklers m e^tslinp Tirtns nr 
In entenni: iiHn slr.ite>9i' alluiRes wilh 
lh(*in. wlk*reh> Ih* irxik a slaki* ui Iht* 
fom and iwcrsiiw Ms inaiviKiiitent. 

oth Ikienlii and Paul Ibid impress¬ 
ive pnhikkl ekkii ii tlie early Ki0il- 
' M'S. Not iMilyrbd ih)*>* have Mrs (hindlus 
ear hut tin*)' also engoyed aixeks to K. K. 
IHwwaii «i^ l*r<tnah Mukher^ee. But 
(itienlui iutA 9 pr'iHnn. 1n bnv nut 
loreijtn i<«iipimH*s. fk* rk’eded m pay 
iMtii in Ikird eurrenty aiid the Ke.se've 


vi^ liHiiyt « dMdy * fooMepe 


tliat Ihe ideal way ntil was in hnd a 
rxMeresidciU Induin. with wlvatt Ok-y 
tiwld tmlei ml on {viiiiH*rship. Tlu'NKI 
wmikl jbiy the niuliiruirinnui. in hard 
O'neiH V. lor sliares in ils Indian subsidi- 
ni> and tlum the inrtiiers would jointly 
run the new aiquisitimi. 

Both M them (IkHipht of Ihe same 
NKI* a Mreel-wise, si*lf innde corsiiiner 
elecirmiKs midicHbiirv called Mniudiar 
(Mnnui Chluihria. Iliouuh Chhahria had 
nude his fortune selling S>ny ^nxids in 
Ihc' (>uK. he hankered tn relum In liKha 
in iriuinph. So. when < roemka suKKesled 
llul they juirily purcMisi* iKiiilup Kirns 
and Wheels, tlk* intenialiorul Dunlop 
suhsidury ilt. 1 i held snnie of the shares 
lo the Indian ciKitpany, he willingly 










Ml' Wi'k>< Ur lOt^'ratr 

{fM>. wIm'u Vi^ay Millv.i .iskri{tMji Ut^ian 
•I bid fiu N <). .^h.iw. .1 Shim* ll<irt)V' 
Kubsiduirv lluit 'Jiuii'v in Lak n((.t 

liqu'M KLini Sbrkw Wjllittr (tni'iikii 
ck’Vi'r ('imui^b Ui njH’nlv iinmiuiHt' <us 
pjruu'i'Jiip wnhCbUihibi. whik’hurvm^ 

till* rirviriiMl (k l<nh i<l tlH'ii asMumlHHi. 
hui M.'kilv'i. cnrUiul 111 Shaw 

WalliiLi' Vi< nikt li;ivr ms ititl .1 
CMlmm^^)tll] wvrshif.iiHin, uttM I'alcit h)s 

lly Ihi’n, CMli<ihrM h^d iilri’;id> t-x* 
in'UTi *<1 niir (jkr-nViT Hr h.Kl boUKhI 
liordun Wnoilrolfi*, >1 sk't jH. I Hit 
vriii nkl, Mriihns Ivisril innipiiriv 1r<an 
l>ili(i I’jratiial Nrwtthrk ss, Sh.m Wal 
kill' rinil Miinkr^j sviiukl |mi liini m iIh* Inu 
l<'iit»ui’ .iivl hr u rrit lull '^iHn'd .iIu ihI with 
llu Il\ IJMISllKriiv 

11 | l))r Iwn. 1 11 mirror sv»is thi r»is>' ihm' 
H j* < rHirku M.is VI sirll<'iiniK*r'l<<fl llhit 
Ihr (akt nvrr wriki IhriMJitli smiIhhk a 
IliUli VhlirilwM Im' riiiH* ilMitnum svhik* 
S.in)is. li(H*iik<rs V >iiii)ti*r >*h\, liHikovrr 
tlir Mviiia>timirnt >Imw Wall.u v. iHmrv 
I r. w.is trii kH i . TIm’ iiviiu^vniriii I'oni 
phiIInil li» Ifv {jnvrriiiiH 111 lluit Mails >1 
was It v’iii); Ur iMiim a iiMXHrpnlv iKishum 
in Ihr li(|nr<r iiKliHiy tlinHivli tiK' liAik- 
duni Till*! a lr>!illilMtr 
and •iiKMi. V. I* Smell's hitintr immstry 
hiilKlH‘<l a full SI ak jnitMiit <4 M.illyii 
•iimI Ihi' UiliahrMs 

In I hr l.iii lit this iiiisknn^hi. MaHya 
lavrd in aiMl Miihrlrrn Imhii llw bdl 
TIk'K was irifh <il M'llinu' I In* K tr SKiw 
si birrs III kjl< NdiNMn. IIk' I'S nun 
iilliKiK'ialc* lhal nwnrd Hnhmnui (mi* 
/>i>x> H{)d rirn o| Nal;»M<i rxriulivt* 
Kajaii filial, a ikrsr liH.*nd i»t MaOva's. 
lakmu Ills {4iHr. NhIIuick r.iiiir ol thi'M* 
iiMiSrs, hnurvrt. and tiH: Clilbibnas 
svrlit ahr.id with lln* Sliaw VVattMr bnl 
on llnr own, 

Alirp <n*ri a yrar batllinK ihi* 
cMSlm^' iiuiM}irociirM(. Ilirv fiu<k* thrv 
IH'ai'r wilh I Ik* Hn.inir nmuslry by 
writ my; unc n| \.V Sundi's mrtortnus 
k'llrrs III aix'li'jiy* and puriliaW mufr 
shjirs on iJu* maikrt Knvilly. bs IW 7 . 
Hist as \M’. Siiiuli shdlcil friHii lirwixi . 
ihcv mnnafjbal to s^ixr vihiudC ol Shaw 
U'allai'r. Mann In'i aiiK* chaimyti and his 
hnithrr Kishoir t<R>k user as inaaiionK 
1 lil t's lor. 

Il Ibid In VI I a k>iikt. dirty Initllc but 
M.inu CliliabTij lud ;>rovtHl his tiMdik* as 
a slrrrldi^hlri. A;kJIm* IukI uIso dorison* 
siialril tlbU III Ka;is (iandlu’s Indu. if 
VfHi rraRs wanti*d l<i tnkr m er a r«A- 
p. IIV an<l had tlx' mimry and optxirturiity 
to do MK tih'n iviihin^ nKjId ^lop v*ou. 

S mir Uljin. It Isrs btvn iipt'is st*as(/n 
Inr lAl^vris. Aciordinp lu Nani 
li|).. . ^ HimiiIkis’s Aixihi Imrst- 


%]0 


In 1986 Mid 1987, 
R* l,800crores 
chMigtd hand* 
through tak»«v*rs, 
margors, and 
acquisition*. Thi* 
amount* to *oven per 
cent of the total 
market capltaileation 


ol Ks 2 ri.t>OU LT(»rs. around Hs 
(7<ir«*s chdn^ luinds in IHKd and 29H7. 
1l8s Koiics (nji ro around srvcn per cent 
and Piparatya expects that Ihe ligure for 
1988 unll be ten per ccni. If the growth 
Ui I Ik* niunher id lakiMivcrs continue!^, 
lliefl next sear's fifiurr seiK be evrii 
hiKhei 

Mans of the takr*irvers liave invulvrd 
(^fshtite ItansaitKKis Inspired t>v the 
I xanipk* iti liie ChhHhrus. the I'lindujjs 
tfo* in on iIk* act When Jtritish Lesland 
aiVk.'iixed llui it sias ss'liinic oil it*i 
Indun '.ubsKJyry* hoxi til corporiilr 
hiavyweisthts lurt-kniird it to l.onds*n. 
Leylantl meclrd Chltdbto because of 
Ins Urk rd duUirnobik exiKiieiiir. Thr 
hivouuie. then, was Kabul fia^ai. vdio 


Picking corporate plums 

Take-over king Manu Chhahria's appetite is not yet 

sated 


iiieiit 


Si <1 


I fKhiurulist Manu Chhabna buys 
eontpanick the way other people 
buy at a aupermarket. In 

the last few months, the nuiuresidiiu 
tycoon hum Dubai has been op a 
shdppmM spree onct aitsin. in qwcK 
stKcesakA. he has taken lull cuntrul 
iA Dwnk/p. bou0H Shahmar Painia for 
12.5 milboA pnuAds 5tcr1inx and Iasi 
week. h<* ended thi* takoMnvr sap 
by snapping up (he troubled CalcuUn 
corpontiorvGenelec. which has been 
un (he auction block tbr the last one 
year. 

Hut Chhabria scarcely wen 
bothered to Uke tune off to c^^bra 1 e 
(he Oendcc deal. Hts aitenbon is 
already <in newer conquests. He is 
seilhnR in Itt a luniz. hard war 
attrilHA at Ganvnon India Ltd. where 
the manasenient has vowed (o 
oppose hmt tooth and naS. At the 
same tine, he has mopped tq) an 
estimated ten per cent cd (he shares 
of the aihnp Manjplore Chemicals 
and Fertilisers (MCP). S^s Chhab- 
m Uanfly: “My buyinK n MCK is 
purely as a part of our iivestment 
portfolio.” 

llicre may weB be others on the 
lit^ist. Last week, the stock mu- 
kels were buzzing with rumuurs that 
Chhabria was buying into Union Car* 
bide and Indian Alwranium. as the 
shares uf (he tu o cun^anies leapt on 
Tlie exchanges. ChlUbria himaefr 
emphatkiUy denies auch moves, 
thuuifh he says he might be in* 
terested o buynjt Inten Aluminium 


if its foreign parent company is in* 
lerested in selling. Union Carbide 
Corporatioii of the US has denied 
that there ts any queetion of seHing 
their [ndian operatinns. 

At the same time, Chhabria is also 
bre^unn out and Mtung up'green* 
fields prcijecu*. He is in collaboration 
with the Gujarai and Nantmda Feni* 
User Corporation (GNKC) for two 
profeeb-^a Ks 200‘crore vwlure to 
make televixton glass shells: and e Ks 
125p<rQfe project to nuke idlevision 
picture tutes He has also signed a 
letter of intent wiih the Gujirnl 
Investmcni Corporation fora metha* 
not project. 

Those who thought that the 
Cl^bria phenomenun was a tian* 
Rient texf. had better think spin The 
two Chhabna brother}^ ~Manu and 
younger brother. Kishore*-rare 
among the top*nnldng Indian indus- 
tnabals and are obviously here to 
stay, ’niey are two of the most . 
powerful merchant princqs of ffie 
Calcutta mdustnal scene with tiieir 
ctutd) of conpanies, which includes 
Dunlop, Shaw Wallace. Sha* 
linvET Pamts and Genclec. According 
to Manu Chlud^'s own estimates, 
his Indian emp ir e—budt.op since ' 
now worth well over Rs ., 
l;b00 ervres. That alone puts hKp in 
(he same league as the Mq^s, (he 
Thapars and the Singhanks. But 
Chhabria msiaU dat he has barely 
begun to stretch hKiaetf'm} lib 
actiona Seem to bear Nm out . 


4hi* lohil nxirkoi iriixliikNil^m 


MNDAtf ii OwbfTMr IW 





Itad put id^rth^r a complex ftiiani'ul 
packn>ct Hiih Kos<.*rve Hank ««ppr<*sal. 
Fiiih8v. huwL'VTT. (he Hindii^^s. with 
mire cmU in hand and without iht* 
etx'umljramvs of ipivemment ;q)prt»v* 

Imked up with Fiat <jb!>idiary Ivt o) 
and outbid Hapi). 

Non'fc&Hlent Indian!* vimlinur ti> en- 
^)V an enviable advanuii^e in 
iranaac(inn«. because of the vase wtih 
whk'h they can raise resources. Manu 
Chhabna thnuiiht nothing of paving il4 
million lor Mather ^iid Pbtl. in 4 re* 
liitively pafti ) 19 inillksi for iJonOhvei 
Sitniliirly, Kapin hKai whs aMe to pvt 
loKePier a leveniged dval at vxirenk*ly 
bhort notKv to buy four KJK Nabisco 
subsiJiancs (includiiig lintannM Iwkt 


deed, in industriaJcireles» his name is 
fre<]uen(ly mvntiurK'd in tht* same 
breath as (ithiT big league players 
like the Amhanis and iht* Mmdivas. 

t)f course, the tycoon has had hts 
ups and downs over the bisi 
year. Ai times, n abruMt Us iked as it 
Chhabrvi had kwt his i(okku lowh. 
Ivspi'CialK’ wi)vn the tsKfiesr uke* 
over piiae of them ad- Larsen and 
Touhro—eluded him and be retir 
ed. rather gmcelessly. from the 
battle against the Amlianis. Before 
that, he had already been beaten in 
the TKO for Alls^vn Nissan Umiied 
and oulnunovuvred in the fight for 
Ashok J.cyland Along the way. he 
h;Kj also made abortive bids for 
Chlonde India. Bengal Lamps and a 
few snialler companies Mkc the Bang* 
alore* based Internatinnsl Instni* 
ments. 

But the Chhabdas were bouncing 
back ever then and they demons* 
trated tbeir muscie bi no uncertain 
terms in i)unk>p. Over the course of 
the last year, their relatioflMhip wHh 
Kama Prasad Goenka detenoralcd 
penally and il was clear that one 
side wo»id have tr> leave sooner or 
later. The ahowdown came in mid* 
19H8. The full story of the fin^ deal 
which was thrashed out in London u 
never likely to be told. But d>ere is 
nn doubt who came out the winner. 
Goenka’s son. Sanjiv, the former 
deputy managing director, resigned 
from Uunlop and his ^e was taken 
by the Chhabrias. 




Mami Chhabria b 
raaHy the mystery 
man who cam# fro«n 
newhoro. RHeon 
yoartagohowu 
ropalrlfv transif torn* 
Today ho woaro 
Lanvin wita and runaa 
Ra i,200-croro omplro 


after Shaw Walacv. and the existing 
executives who run each outfit. 
Manu also has to look after his 
overseas empire, which n estimated 
to be wiHth in the region of S6?i0 
rrilhoa 

Jji (he future. Manu Lhhabna may 
not find (he going as easy as if has 
been. Fust, he has a formidahle set 
of enemies. But. more important, 
now that lie ha» shown the way. a 
lk>st of otbere are eagerly tntng to 
fuBow. For irmance. Chhabrta is nu 
the only person to have amimulaied 
MCF shares. Tata Keritlisers. 
headed by Derban Seth, is also 
thought to be in the race. And there 
may e>en be others —there is a 
rumour that Goenka b also buying 
shares in the company and so 
perhaps k SHCs A.M. Muthi^ 

Chhabna himself is taking no 
chances. No iAkr*over artist will 
ever be able to catch hint unawares— 
he takes care to hold mote than 40 
per cent of any cungiaviy be owns. 
The nee may be hottaig up. hut the 
new challcngm will have a kmg way 
to go before they ovettak:* Manohar 
R. Chhabria. the king uf the take* 
over game. 


LaiMed! with a combuk'd tum<iv<*r i>f 
$.'kiO iniUioii. 

And now ilui Vijav Mallva is.uiNKI. 
he is expected to bunch several nffshciU' 
take-overs (Alfa Laval i8 onci far trc»m 
the pr>'ing eyes of the Fnfoti'iimnt 
IbrecioTjie. IV Hindiyas um. deMpitc 
having kist the ract foi Harrison 
Malav^i. are interested in sever.'ll 
other compaives. Nat Pun. anoihtT 
NKI, recently look over Holman CKinax 
and M now' bidding for Inicriiat 100 . 1 ) 
CombustHin. Amiog the uiht*r suikus 
tor International Comliustion is M^ihabii 
Sen. a former Cakulia l eodent. now nn 
NKI. 

Hsuahy. Indian gioupa fare less well in 
offshon* irHnsac lKins. (Arun Bnioria uikI 
l^irasmal Lndhn arv also in the riinning 
for Intentational Combu«ik>ii. l The not* 
able eikcption in ri.k’ent months lins 
tieen S.K. Kirta. who beat (bo Hinduj.i*< 
and the Chhabrias for control of Chloride 
lixha. 1V inU’maiMtnal Chlorxk* man 
agt'tni'ni said tliat thev were a waved by 
the reputatam of Ihr Hirlas and Dx' 
group's bid of LIk rnillkm was ck verly 
si rue lured. Hirla paid i.T.8 millk»n 
ihnvgli an NKI partner called Jam and 
(hi‘ test was rnoppi'd up by M<*nll Lynch 
and Cilihank. 

Anotbt'i Marv.'an husoiesstTum wfio 
has mastered llw an iri entering mlo 
Xraiegw alliancrs* with foreign fin ns is 
the obsessively low profile K M. 
Khailan. 14is IrierKlsIiip with Kicluird 
Magnr has led hen to assuna* l)>e 
management of Caknitia’s MacneiliamI 
Magor, though (Ik* exact details of (lie 
(mancal arrnngemimis leriain a nuitter 
of spikiibtion. He also has a siihsrantial 
slake in India Foils and iwo years ago. 
bought into Metal Btix. While he res- 
igm^ lr<xn Metal Box’s boar<l of direi- 


Itenw CnhaBia: rre«n Lamington ko«0 
leLwivIn __ 


A S their new empire Ukes diape. 
the Chhabna style is sraduaDv 


^%ihe Chhabna style is graduaDy 
evolving. Manu ts bssicaJJy the corpo' 
rate predator on the prowl lor com* 
psniet. He prefun tQ depend heavily 
cn his -brother K»faore. who knks 









tnrs, l.iilinK i4< r)u utMHK h** 
rrtiiihs h'' 

Most olSM’IVl'IS IK'IH’VC 

IK'U ih llir .iIm .mI, imAv jimJ riM>rt' 
lorrrt^i 'aiII rM^M-r r|is*«*s 1 

(it ^tl.n(‘^HdtlolKx <>r 

liiki' III! IikIi.im r^rUs (^ ulvi niMh i sLiimI 
(hr |iohl)MJ rtiviioiMiu'iif 

Kvc ti I m ;i wlihh iiuiUkH'ft ;ibriM* 

III hKfui I'M Vi Mix, U lurr H ihari^v (d 

k^»VrMIHirMT bit td llx (lr|MrUll<’, luix 
lakrn i.iii Ir [mk ii{> uilh iiri IimImii 
tuni-r rirxIiriM'M its .illrint>li*fl rrliiiti, 

T Jji oH.xtMrfr hikr 'rt rl is rasJv Ilk* 

iiiiisl imhlMiSi'ri ol .iFI guisttum^. 
ts’i'dosr iiso.illv, ihr iom|>;mv iiivdlvtil 
h.is a taiiMMis hralid tuum* ih is a 
hdiisrh((lil tt'iftit Nrvrrthrlt'ss, >(>»ri.il 
lAMriv 'IdiiM’siK' fiikr*dvits havt* lakrn 
|ilsr. 

i’hr iiiiist UiiMHis ''.hmI siranKrly, uii* 
oniTKtvrjsul has Imtii tin- Idkfovrf 
(4 l.Misrii ami T Mihra bv thv* 

Ariihaiiis. i.K \' ha . k4>K ImtH (M fiViml 
as a IK' rh i 11 akc' iv er lartiri 1 Icspit r it % 
si/.c ii I MS I Ml liij^r imlivuhul slnMad* 
rkMs rill I iLiimijm aiHl niamipo^ dirH' 
Im, N M iH'Kai. >ms a ithjc* u. 7 \x‘r 
wiu, Hrmuiid Ihikk hArsv*n. <iitr <4 Thi' 
iwii loiiiidi'i s 1111111(45 14 |i«*i mil. 

... . iiisUluli(»i 5 own a sUwin'k 4 ^ 

(MM vriil (hl^prt mit hy amHlk*r rmkon 
INK), anil iltr rt>sl is wtih iIm* iwWk 
T hicf yrars a^o, Ihr AiiiIkiids wcnr m 
Ihu |)r<HVss 111 iiiiUklmg a Uko*()vrr but 
luld till liillowiiiK V.l* Sindh's atiMk and 
l>hiriiltlMi’H stroke. 

This sunniin. however, stverul 
irtlH’i s IukI llw' same Kkn Vh- MuvIw'' 
let kl he known tkit iht'i were en¬ 
ter sled. Si fliil Kabul K.)^kJ Hut it was 
Mann Chhabria who fired Imni ihi> iHp 
usual. He ordered his broki‘r$ in iwy. 
buy. buv, arm, m ih» unit at all. ikw 
boituht l.r» p<r cent innkin>! him the 
bitijesr nidivHluaf shnreSdrhT amonK 
L&'rs !2IMHN> sfkdrtdiokk’ts. 

N.M. I>cs;ii. .klresily in triHibk* with 
the C(iin|iany 2.aw Hoard oVi*r ihv sale cH 
a I'ompaiiy |)ai. did not r«4sh n Shaw 
Wallacv-U-pe battle with Chfiabna. ITk* 
Ainhanis, peeved at lieinti caujchi nut. 
nuide tlieir moves, even as puhlH atirn* 
tinn was foiU5S(*d on Chivibria's purch* 
nses. Shrewdly, they fintl cleared the 
Uhe*over with l)c4hi. They were told 
(hat the fuuinaal institulions would nm 
oppose a tuke-owr by them. Next, they 
hc^tiri buvini; the sbarei> nil they had a 
tarijer slake than Chhabru. KinaJIy. they 
did a deal with l>e!>ai (L4&T bmlt Ke- 
hnnee s Paialiiiansa plant i, whose retire* 
ntvni Vk^H imniineni anywav and wbu haa 
j^O^kMrly dcsij^ted successor. <Chv* 
D5ti(*nll>, ibe Ambanii now chum 
Were 'white luiiKhts^'. > 



St stMt: H'Ay havt t/ou rttitd 
tut (oJke'orem m mweA to proir.’ 

K.K Giienlia; It is my personal 
view that when you are un (he pa(h 
rd prnffress. it shnuld be* throuKh 
bulh tnke'overs and Krassronts 
fzrowih. K^rt. slnily. wv haven't 
Iwt^n involved in takc*«)vcrt. Talu- 
ovenr. by defmitiun, are hoatde wd 
file uedy one. that {alls into this 
iiitcfKiry IS lYcmrr AuUimohiles. All 
the udKfK have been buy*ovts- 
wherc (h^* belief has a»;reed lu seH. 

To whot do ffou atlrihulr fAr 
recent opate of tako^t'orn? 

After lICM and Esciats. (here 
reaUy haven’t been any hostile take* 
overs. Bui buy-outs have increased. 

Foreign cuenpanies have realised 
Chat without (he eitpertise of Indian 
manai^ement. (hey cannu( hmctkin 
well. Local environment can be 
understood on^' by the locals. It is a 
mistake to believe that farajpi hold* 
in|($ in cuoipuies are beiriM sold 
b^ause of tax laws and the like. 

Do j\Ri$ A a PC an anAifr 
advantage in the take»nver 
gcmeT 

(SvrastkMityi We are second* 


iiasK cuiaens. 

Are there ontf drawhackn iti 
running nmponieit that gou take 
overT 

When yiju start > 3 * 000 ( 16 ^^ prn« 
tocts, you have iiin<' to huilcl ynur 
<»wn manaffoment teams. Take* 
ovm dun'l allow Hus. 1 have lacod 
thiKprol4rm. but can't Rive examples 
a.H 1tu5 would cumpruftiise sthih* of 
my tMiUcaKues. 

Do gott think V-P. Singh die* 
t-ouraged take^perH when he 
toot tinanee minUferT 

V.P. Singh was nnl dear himseU 
about what be wanted. IVrhnps. he 
wanted to create un int'ije that he 
was rtot pro*nch. 

How did goar differenreu with 
hfana CAAaAno arine? 

AH 1 am wiDtng to say ii tliat 1 like 
Mr Chhabria. 


t 
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> 'tw K^roKV 


U W 3 S at the ticne itial Ilie 

Ainbnni tiike-Dver would cause a 
After all, L&T was a successful, pnrfcs- 
sionulty-manuxcd cotupauy and the Inst 
lUma it needed was tn be cutitr<tiled l>y .1 
family run SToup. 'llie rule ul the Hnnn 
vial insiiiuiutns twho tniKle it clear that 
they wnuM not support a Chhsd^ru bid) 
wad crucial because they ciiuM luiw 
easily repulsed the Aiiibuni take^owr 
Yet straDMelv. except fin the prethet tWe 
h«iwls from the fncikin E\pio<i. titerv 
was TKi DUlcry, Most peut>J«' si'ViiKrd to 
thmk that the iakcu>vcr was a tfixKl 

thmu 

JVrluips this indh’iitcs how nub'h take'- 
overs havi* iK'coriK* an •K’cepli'd part o< 
the Indian lorporaie sicixv Says Ihlip 
Ihramal. whosv* empire has now ^owii 
iv Ks ;«ai croresi ’Take-overs are a 
tfiMKi Ihinp. ’i'hcv nrv a si 0 i ot a hiMltln 
ec<»nooiv." 1 ’ir.ifii.il ceriamJv pitK'iiM*s 
what Ih* pren*’hes. Ihx <iwii dmiHxlM 
take-overs haw im lu(k»d Maume h'ln* 
irnturs. I'MV Auti» Rlis IrxaK Sayajiu' 
Mills, Kota Slone arwl now. l^niversul 
l.ukSttUe. A>Rrcs Sanjiv (t«ienka: Take 
ovcfx are an ensv w.iv <ii vjowiru rK’h 
(juicklv." 

While l.&T 1 ^ Ihv most publkiM-d 
rviviit Amiestk' lake-ovcr, there tiave 
been others. MKK of Madras has i.vken 




mer CivstaJ InwstuK’ids .iixt Kin.ahv: 
llw Clih^ihms of Kinok-s (ixi ir-lUhsi to 
M.aiiu) kiu' .ipfitH'd to t.ik<* u\r-i II.Av'. 
the OberiMs law taken ovi-i lVa*>iid 
liiK«>l Ltd: ihi- M.ihmili.i'' In-M iIk> 
|{iiirlkn;i''. Itapjs tinrl WahlviiHK to l.du* 
over Altwyo Ne-s.ui iJrl. .uxi l!ie ihlMh* 
nas }7aMx-d Skikitiar t’aiiUs 

AikI. «it I'ourse, lliefi- a*c the- iui}iour> 
iHKt^ r lads to come, tha' atst.itke, 
(Irknv.> <)iH* pn/v, -hi p>ir aiiIi (AT. 
wxHikl Iv MnhuKtrn ami Mahuuli.i A*- ,1 
iiiVdterN’ huvet U'lraft iisimHnu np llk- 
shiires, theft' wer«‘ mmiNirs licit a 
take-m’et .itunipi was ni flu* works, 
h'lwr \\-M\ aijo. w^hen Swiaj I'.uil was 
ruiiwRiied 1 t» he* iMere»Usl m iIk* i«Hn 
|£inv. tin* Mahinchas IviJ r4*;Hteil with 
fear. tiH'onnisinK Ika a ck'ieimitHsI tml 

-- 

^ It 

The current boom het 
its roots in Goenka 
and Mallya's need for 
an NRI partner to take 
over Dunlop and Shaw 
Wallace. They both 
approached the same 
man: Many Chhabria. 
And finally Chhabria 
ended up controlling 
the companies 



iku with instilirtKinnl Mippoit siixd n 
kfiMKl ch.uH't- of suivenlmK. I.hsi nioiuh 
js lift' busMU'sn piess rmindcil up llu' ; 
UMiol MispecLs the denials came litml) 
line in 'llx* Auihanis said lliev w'eft ti’t 
mleiesit'd 1'he Chluibinas «iiiined (liev 
liml bought Ttn sh:ir4'S and the llindiij.is 
k-i^wd iniTedulilv. Hnt then, I Ih* Ain let 
rns denu-d itx'V h.ul nnv iriciest m L&T. 
alohisi to ||]<- luiH' Miikcsh Ambani was 
elected <inlo the Ui.ird, ami mine of the 
otliei Iwkleis has a hi^h ertsiilxiity on 
siH’h IS MU'S So tin* hit; (|uestion a I tiKr 
eiHl 4«i 1!*KK wa'«' will Mahiiulva .iiid 
M.ituiKira chilli KiiicK in IDMt)!* 

J l'aul (o'ttv. lh<' oil w'lliic.itter ulio 
Ihs.iio*' Ihe woiklT mliesl nvm. used 
U» sat lH:il lie k smd it chea|H‘r lo dull U m 
odmi W,ill St I eel 111 in in'IVkas, In other 
uords, n niKk' nu'lc seliw lo Like ovt*! 
ac«su|unv tviili moveiMul leM i ve^ than 
lo ioc alt - m Av SI an is -s ol ] K' 11 < de urn 1'l U' 
UMoNiiiti: Ih'IuikI th< current lake over 
nui4ti.i o. MHin whiil miuiI.ii. ti is much 
Miitjilei to has I.I 1 to M) |H*r ceni of an 
evisliiiu lirni aiHl seire coriiro) ihiai l1 is 
lo Hleniifs .1 ixotiTiihk* si'CtiK. inisi* 
liiuifv.e. lure iiiarinKeis, stM up a new 
j»riijini anti u,iit M’veial visits fm it lo 
bleak even. 

Hie pioMem wilh this appro.ich is tliol 
iIm* counti'v’s iH-t weahh ilixm m't 
as It vvouM with a lleW piojecl. All tllal 
lM|]|Jins Is tint (OiUh4ol one pf rHiiu live 
asset clkin^e.' ]lands In lh<> old days. 
Mwh entus ol Ihe tj<*eiikas’ nipiil 
mowlh, as the ’I'alas. Ihrlas and .Amha- 
riis wYHild m,lint am. m pri\:*ie. Iliai all 
k I* ton'nka had dorx'was |Hii his n.inie 
to smih’IhkIv eWs woik. On the oi]u*r 
h.iiui. iIh')’ winiVI iliiiin. iltev liiKl iu'tual- 
Iv cre.iled WiMith 

Hus IS .1 \ atituim-iU. but itw that 
si-eius lo U* 1 oi);oiten 10 the current 
fKMUisituMi lever All I lie ’Kiciniliekls’ 
iHHJsrs lx 04 ' seem lo liave Cleared them* 
sidvi-s to aiuuire cmi it Mines on the 
grounds lK.ti M^utelKidy is htouu; 10 huv 
IIkiii anyway* d iinithl as well >>e 
thi'm. In the kin^ run, this cannol W a 
h<*a(litv trend. 

Hk* mhei pmbknii perlanis to Te|>av' 
mem. All UK* i^flslyire Uikr-oveis in* 
volvr haidcurrerK'v piiyinenis Yet. llu* 
it-venues geTK-raied by the assets so 
intri based art' all >n rupen-s ConsKierin^ 
lliai neaify all of the imT»eas bids are 
hniiruxsJ bv banks, iiMlusinalisK must 
need lo make mUTcst priyiiK-nls in hurd 
eurrerK’y. WiK're is (his money Ki'tii^ to 
OHTH; from:’ 

Hu-rc » no clear answei to this 
iliH'siion IV Cbliiibrias and ihe Hindu* 
jas say that Ihe loans wiW be servu edoul 
ol I heir Rruup's foreijai revenue*. The 
fjuenkas have no ct4iipleii.ly coiicviiltsl 
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Baron of Brit annia 

Hajan IHllai h the new biscuit king 


I t Kiis I Kin ii\M tl)e (kal (if I hi* 
KtnUirv iirnl llh* npiil<*x arv ht*ini{ 
felt ui hilia t)Tj;«) NiJvoinbiT. KJN 
NhIkhiu oik* itf iU- uiirkls 
f(Mi(l i'<pn|j(inu ivks biiui<hi <hj( 
:ifU’r ;i t>ilti'r lakioivvi siniMfi' for 
$2ri IiiIImmi n U w ilavs. (mh* U 

N:ih)*w ii\ Ui\) t’^tH’iurvvs Indian' 
tioni J.M. Ka;ai) I'iIIhi hwl hiird up a 
Himllio (kial (if hiv own lo buy nut a 
\*hiink ol Ou* ^al)lv'o empire. 
AriionKsi iMUrs acqujhilvjfh 
N.'ihiscii's Jruk«i vuli!tidi.iry» Itnian- 
lUrt liiiiM l.inaled. 

Kruaiihia Indw irtdy one part (rf 
iIk' enipiK' whk'h I'llbii lu» ju»l 
ai qiiircfd. Tht* 41 y«'ar*<jkJ Nabisco 
eurculive is iiou (he owner of shares 



in th(* cninpnny’s nperalioiis in (hree 
other 1 ouiUricH • Singapore, 
Mnlnysbi and llon^ Kon^. To^fether 
ilx* coinbinKi lurnover of Ok* lour 
operaiiors ruckruK'd af an vwhere 
around $M million. Contaiii^d in 
Lrmdon hy Shnoav. OjllHi said: 
"When 1 joiiKHl Nnbisro my coMnict 
sold I hat if tlte ownership of Nabisco 
chringed. J woukl bi* ynven first 
option to buy these* operatHHts. I 
hove, esvrcised thit( optiort" 

I'ilM i* no slran^er to the Indian 


(*orporaie world. He be ca me (be 
chairman of Britannia n I SHU when 
Nabisco boufdtt out Huntley and 
l*abner. the UK company ^Akh 
• •riRKially held the controttnit inuresl 
in Britannia. Ever since then there 
has been no doubt about who cafls 
the shots at Hmannia and (he youth¬ 
ful rhainiian is Ihoujdtt to be the main 
mover behind the company's ambi- 
iKMih crowth plans 

Ever since IW5. HiHai has been 
(he chairman of a IllUmfinn NaMs* 
CO subsidtary. Nabisco Commodhies. 
a company which dealt mainly in 
buying cashewnuts fur Nabisco'i 
vastly popular llanier's Nuls. Prom 
his base m lAindon PUbi also Kuper* 
vised (he operatkeia of Nabisco's Far 
East and Indian rmratiuAs. 

hBai has not dune badly for a 
person who started with peanuts— 
bierally He made his fini start in 
buMness m 1974 by setdfw up a small 
unit in S«ni9pure which processed 
nuts and snachs. IretiaHy he had a 
tough tane^ but in Nabi^» 
ofWed lu buy a slake m hn business 
and made Nm a partner m a joint 
venture. 

For the (ime heing, liHai plans to 
stay on at NaMscu Comnodties m 
which he has a 20 per cent stake. Bui 
this vril depend, of course, on what 
Kravis. Kohlbers and Koberts. the 
wumers of (he Nabtscu take-over 
battle, decide (o do in (he futive. 
There has been speculation that they 
will se9 off a large part of KjE 
NabiscoV businesses to pay off the 
drbts whwh have piled up as a rendl 
c4 the deal, but f*ifa bebeves ttat 
KJK is faiandaly strong enough and 
will not need P> do this. Whatever 
happens, there is no doubt that Fdlai 
will be cabng the shots m britanntt 
fmm now on. 

llafafcriahiwwWaa MN 


Iht' (^r:il owlH*^^llo> of IIkii st.iki’s iii 
llinr <’oni;mm*s iImI iwiImkIv inmik Inm 
t1u*v rin«uu (' iIh'IT iak< ••ivi*r> 

Hut. rt(*s|MU' iIh*m* I x|iliii.ilHiii''. «>ni* 
all'*tiifitivv' M't'ii}'' tihvitiu*' ilk* ffciu.'fA( 
iiiurkcl U IN |ii*i|iK<ntl\ siiu^onIihI lh.l1 
llkitiiy id IIh* Ukiwivi*! likOoiK oMiikt 

c.isi* fiuiii IlH'ir'^iPitiii’iiiirNaiHl 1 Im*ii m-tkI 

It ,ibio..<l ihnniith b.iw.rAi fr.uwH Ihkin. 

(I1IU. IIH’II wivil ll IlkMlK, m 


jp|i* IS ti 


«*ltt*t 1 . in iImI s)ur<*hiildiiHr» owned hv 
iiAihukitioivds. ttlk) iidlii'rod to the Kc* 
M*ive b.»ik> r(*}HlruilKin lawN. have 
IM*W 10 lll*vi* (AVTM’aS ciitilies. 

whisi* iinr<.igi^N hkH*d (heir i«>niii:init's. 
iViut Uh* KBr» ia*’s and M.*iKt the ciMini*y 
aluortil liegkfly. 'Hun can h.irdly bt* a 
giMl Ihitig. 

Many of those* who support laki*- 
overs iRKiit to the extK*ni*ik‘i* of the 


West, kbere even hostile take-uvers 
are a part life. Unfortunately, this 
paraUei ignores the fact that Indian 
take-overs, uniike their Western coun* 
Icrparts. generaHy ignore iht* interests 
of the small shareholders Says A. 
Shankaran. head of the merchnnt bank* 
mg division of Standard and Clwrtcred 
Hank* "llte monK*nl a buver crosses 140 
per cent in liis share purchases of a 
partK'Lilar company, he should nuike an 
open ofler to huy the (onipanv. He 
shoukl issue a docuini'ni I'lplanting why 
he warns to buy Ihe company. whaT lie'll 
dr» with H, why his pru*!' in lair. etc. fhis 
IscorponiU denxvracy ' In fact, shiirc* 
hokJers somriimes g.im |M|ier profits 
during Indian l.’iVe-overs liecaust* the 
share pnee g<»e» up. but ran is the 
buyer who fulknvs tlie Western prarU'c 
of iendi*nng for aV tiw %\»rvs 

Jlovi’cver. some bankers argu<* tliat 
however desirable thiK prai tK'e, uuliaii 
eapttaliwn ts not ready lor it yei. They 
0 VC the instanci* <4 suk indu sines whHh 
are frrquemlv lunied around bv dnnng 
managers who take (wer uiling units 
One irtaiance is Aiun Hajona who hns 
taki'ti over five jute mills since iWtTi .ind 
whose group turnover is ni»w Ks 150 
CToren. Most of the nulls were htiuglu 
from big houses like the Hangurs and 
Kotluirts who could nol run them profit 
atily. Hajuna. on the other Ivind. has 
turned dieni around. Would laky.overs 



OuipPifiMnat. 
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like H^oria « haver been pussibk* if he 
had been made lo hgy uut all th«‘ 
&harelH>](ler»? 

N uthins illustrates how much tlie 
take*(>ver work! has rhanued tiun 
the story of the aborted Bombay Dve^iK 
take-over Way tuick in 197^. when 
Manu ChhabriA was rvpainne iransisiurs 
nn l.amington Koad and Uhirubh.ii 
Ambani h;id not a factory In hts name, 
the youhK K. H. < loenka—on bi*half t >| his 
lather—entered into an Ai?reemeni with 
Neville Wad». iht* Kenlk* IVsi rmmrr <>t 
Kombay [lyvms;. to lake over v/hM was 
then a widely respected and extremely 
sui'cessfull null. 

Alter the aj^reenient had hc*en diawn 
up Mild tile piKV spt^^hed. Nusli. NeviUf 
Wadia's brash son. Kt^l wir>d of the deal. 
He ruslH'd i«» his fatlaT and Ai'ciisrd hon 
nf fi»i*llin>; (he tarmlv ii^'ntaiKe. He 
ur^ed Neville to wHsh i/n Iht'de.dand lo 
keep Koinl)«iv Ity^ins! Inr hnn to ran. 


fh’ercuine by eniolHic. NexiB<* lelented. 
He went back to the (nmlus. Yes, he 
said, ht* knew that lhi‘y had a di'sl. Hut 
cuuid he baili nut? Ilie t«(>enlus were 
upset, but betne jtenllinnen, they 
agreed. 11ie two HKle> shmii hands, the 
agreement was forgrdten and the deal 
came unsiwk. 

Would I hilt ever hapimi <n today’s 
rough *nnd tundile (ake *ovi*r Kri’na? I In 
bkely This is tlu* eia of thi* siit>et- 
fighter Nearly eveiy acuuruiain is 
ocenniparaed liy Ixllemess Alter ifw 
Sluw WalUa* pan iiership brokt* up. 
Vqav Maflyj 'owtil to gr l ihi* Chliab 
rus When K.l^ fkjmlin iiitd th<* Chlwb 
nas tried rumung Ihnilop tojn^rUT. rela* 
tionv detifinralnl In tls* extent llwt 
v^ch suit suspe< 1 edlhe nthcT of |tUiU«ig 
cntK'al Mnoes n the press. Wlx*h Amhu' 
m doodl'd tKn hi* wsmld lake over 1^1*. 
theie were runmurs that he h.id 
arraJiged to tuvc' the Chhalirvts f;uded m 
an effi^ in sJtow Uami wlvi was lx»ss. 


'it was a mistake to have 
_looked at India”^_ 

Swraj Paul on his aborted take over attempts 

SvsDAr: Art takt^vem a I' ^ —— 

ffctd thing in (he tndion ten- ^ 

S I'aul. Take •overs area good thing 
in any context. The management « 
kept (in rtft toM; olhenviae they tend 
to sleep. Take-overs make manage- 

menls think of the company and not ■ I v— 

of themselves. ^ ^ 

Yota made a bid to Me over AA 

DC.H and EtetrU in ^ 

Why did you give in to temetg at 
Me 

}UBt tired of what was happening. 

[ don’t like shenanij^s. want 
things to be above board. I found that 
there were things happenins not to Mr 

my liking. So. I decided to walk out. - . 

/« rttntptel. ia »«ii think it 
iMi a mUtake to have gone after Ngh and dry. I thnlc thn is ethicaDy 
DCM and Ettarte and not fort- wrimg. 

ign-hetd campanietT With DCM and Escoru. I was not 

In retrospe^ I think it was a buying a controL What some people 
mistake to have looked at India at ii. are doing is to buy a control at a very 
There are better pbces to invest, Ngh price, assume the management 
But gau ecald weU have been of the company and ijmore the share- 
sueceaafkt if you Med to aeguirt holders. The sharehoMers rtwst be 
fyrtlgndtefd eoMpaaleM os oMer aSowed the opportunity to sdl their 
indu$tnaU$t$ are doing now shares at the sane price. 

dgyo. Would you attempt MoMer 

I do not like the kki of acqwnog teAe«oMr fa India if the oppof 
the contrc«ing inteiviu of com- tuaity pmenta ttoeif? 
pardet apd leaving, the ^larehofders No. Not at the mometg anyway. 




PM Khenen.maiMr 0 tth««tr«itgte kHUmee 

K vx'i\ w II hm thi • r> t i i idl'd 'I ai a lDn«l>, 

'(luirr irans^K thMi'. Ir,u1 ii> billet' 

ncs.v When Nii'<li Wadu pul in an 
ap|ilic<i(KH> fiv ACT ’'11'onvc'iiihlc ilcbi'h- 
turi'i:. Niiitt rHlkhiv;ilii lcatr>ri ih.it ho 
vitiuki kium h n iaki’*<ivcr anil hckJ him 
(iff. Wiuhii rcUliMtcfl by '<iarimg m Pit* 
sonal hMtilc •i}tun>t I’nlkhivnU ;in(l t iilisi 
nig lU' mhI til Ills liitiHT figure. J.K.H. 
’I’aia. 

NiilKidy lu*lll^ ;is haul hs llh* girinis, 
ihiAigl). I'oiisMk'rmg IIh* simti.iI leU* 
iw»n«htp tlui ihr HiikIujiis nnil ( Ih AiiiIw- 
rfe inmnilv I'lijov wrih ilif iKiwcrv 
thal-lk III New IMhi. their ts (i)iist;ml 
spci ukilMin Ifwit Niiiih llltHk ixn’i big 
ClHHigh for the twii u( iIm'iii, given IImI 
llvy aic Ixilh in flu' niiitki’t for auiuisj 
iKms. Already the IhnduMs dismiss the 
Ambaiiis as min«M li.iitiM* players who 
lack their rcvniuvs And ilx AnilMiihs. 
in lum, reft ini l)ic SiiKlhi millionaircK ;is 
mere c(>nmiiss9oti iigmts with t»o rxpi'ri* 
ence of maruigemeni. There is cvi-n talk 
ofa ChhahuH-ilmdiJia alliance (with Nusli 
Wadui as )unior partner} against the 
miglii (if Hhjrubhni Anihani. 

And ea«’n month, the largi'ls keep 
growing higger. Four years ago. Uk' Ks 
2iW-.*r(ire Sliaw Wullace was considered 
big linH*. Now. it is the Ks .'v'VN rore 
]airM.*ii nnd I’oubro thfit is thi' new 
beiH'hinark. What lU'xt? Tlie bush tele¬ 
graph has It that the Hmdujai have 
already bi'gun talking to Hntish Amer¬ 
ican *l’(ibac<'o about a straiegic alliam i; 
that would give them control of IT'C. 

When the bailies end and ibe dust 
settles, corporate India might be a very 
different place. 

Olffl Talla and OHa Plr«iiial/ 8 on« 0 #y, 
Parwi EalaMalmM/Man OaMand 
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’*Uuxk hill imJfKirs jIw 4H\ h 
iJh- tv.'li USxk'f^tlhl I'- IX‘t Ait' 
.iK ttui nbir<t h"'' imHf 

Ui* 'Hk' < MHliaiht'i. IVm M 

It.’iji M. ''iHito. MM I 

iMlIv liHM u.llv Mint' 
Mii'ilibU* MUKk* ikll ri'Mbtik 4 IhI 
4ll<*.idv lili' tki'' UIHMUhI .lit 
VlMh J X't'flkV.Ml** MK' 
iRirli'intckt i»i 

; IhntK .i' iMh h .ix i N^bnt J<*'•'<1 iMH 
KMli hlllKlI ViKh 'Mlllt'l i JsHllt*. vuk'« 
• .tfMl kH • <i| (h«K 4I< 

iU iLiV' *Ih' ikRiN Mmaiii rviu 
^vimK n%nv tmH' itii jiiin 

. rk'i ^Mvji J'aM iMfict'' iNHklnii' ui 

’ iHiiikru VarjcLunwi MiHl:ih.ir K tIr.Hl. 
AihI K.MUh 1^1 '•!(• n> uiilM|ips unit* 

IIH**!! hr> ui utl .itHl Mis «4il 

rniRH Ikt' hHl^Rlrll 

Ml Mhi. lilt' llnirii iMMiM kills 

'.ipluic Ilk' Im* hir ««B liiiiitihiisiv .m 
4)1 liaLi\ •> itmk'riAdiVI a Ut* 

iHHlpl'l MImIHW s(,'tl 1 ( 1 liilMMil 

I AH iiHinhs .'iiti, u.is «V.i>K lust'd mi 
Ur Ilk ’A V.i(ail.ir:H.ifi MihUImi ilrik't 
kiiHWii .rs \.nfti.i> mal MnKiik’d ihi' 
t tmll.illii'i If.tuHtx-n* «»l IwNttRii Jim till: 
Uih'Vrs .ii«1 lyMililiis .uiNHii! ^ 

Hill IHM (LiNs aikt l(s ri’k.is«>. R 
iriisIkU III UiS iMIh I’ill sisUi, Amt wIhi 
MA ilil M’ Mir|>ils»s|' ff«*i*,Hi ^ <miK a 
iiKl^ih III ui’ck* jIlt'T Ifr 
IHniui ii '\ivii«t DliiifakM. a bMiliiu: 
licirt tH ?iaLiV*s (llhk'IH'iRkl, Has|<i||imil 
ikiwiial ks t |*,||.|,,« ktiHHiUH' 

iiu'hJk* «4 l.uikuiv Kiiii .1 In i«'<< lik'd Im* 
<JiMr»isK klu'k ah|I AikI ill niouiKMiH* 

' «i1i'. .|s rk' i%(iiK nais kmii idl<» tdt'id 
Id! Ik kilHr* tk**A klwiJt w.is 

am! iHvalhiMi* .imi liiitmii Imiihik h<i ii 

Hill iidUh' *his Is III r|H' I i!^.inii'i.irh«*s. 
nk>itaihlk l>l«m*il Iia « kav'iia’mtl fi* 
s«** \iiH«| KlMinci <!•••* \ .iMMi>t*^«*iksiiii* 
i.iki' ••fl kU'I ik t«.il Ambl M’as Ml 

iihrIi iimii’ I Si irtiti: .hm! tLund'imjs* 

I II mk i«'s|«s (. •, M.isi.uii nas 

nuhl .Maail Ik '••mtl.ilh-: /f|ui.ilh*k 
Ui'|ih'i>iIn*i Umi *4iik Af lU* iml >4 


ififttHthi-i / rlk'M Al I'atniH ulls Diaik 

Ki'iiKNi* "III 6 v<* yt'.iis tinu' Uk' k' 

LiiimIv nUl k* oRiiiJli'k^!'. k'cii ' kf I 
im iiik'i .ilsH iM** d|niint! srduriitr >>r | 

iHxtt.utxr It. vik'ii MkluioJ kmlrinir 

lAI l*,u'ini»l i‘ntrrlauis a N'liaim .ii a 
kiiMiK link (h»ii III Like ItikK *' AniHi'ivi. ' 
irrsi wkn \«hi Uiiiik llial. vc'. ik 
c««ksHrsLKi* tinaih t^Hir h*L!il, ik’ii*' 
a hail ill iniiihrr and ri k>!i hist assassina 
kUI ;iU«nii(R^ I1 h> l\ilk'i>ilds, MNI leal 
|sr lk«n. uill iH*\i I In' le^il Al 

k'st, ik'V k’ IwHHilunis nuisilnu* m 
<Ni a k'piKiuh’ ihliviK 
Tk* ikaiHMV diwki vm Id tialiiN is a kii 
Mie IIliI *1*111* (*i>fk‘iKH's. It'd u|i hI i 
IK iKtiikiiimi, kiiiM slviikiiii! ami tsliii' 
ihHi. nnnm! (<• Lis \V):as, (lU asrH lu ' 
iLiVi* tmiikl m I iisiiiM HA'iiei s[ii|i .kiiil 

iiiaiupedh'iil. an aiHMieMlh Icjjil iMnh s 

sHMi llvii h'lHk ilsidl ?H iiiiiiiiial (rihrii* | 
m*''s lt*s (IiihIi ihr s.iim* Ml Ikankiv 
lieli' hai, led ii|i fit si||iii;tlllil>t ailfl 
kaRk lOniii:. Ilir ek erl ^ahpsiers kiv* ’ 
1 li«>\cd tH .1 iiru |iihI|ss|chi lhal Ai*! 
Milk'S iIh'M iiM'lkifk I'Mi’iH rlhil M s ; 
m>r tJsIDi* |IMII.l|^'tlH*lll lT*s Mlllslllll 
IHHI 

Hh lh*si i'saiii|ilc 1*1 iliis, III iitiirst', is 
Ui'Jl Mali ! ilie ras| lalkiiiu. Inp , 
jHMriRit: Mi iidHi xaid iiH'ii killl aMh i 
K is imsiki’M tin* dkm < let hiiildin^t . 
imiii.Kk I'ue n ai-.jb'ii. Maii'iniadrail 
iHm<*li mm u*im ii to (In* lii adliru s a lien 

Ih' i&.istad|t|u lain haring li^iu's rikiiiii)' 

|i' Ik* si/e m Uk' |ikils |i|s huikliriiit' U'rrr 
i («4slim led mi I'k' eliluin I il |i|ti| s|/r , 
<i>ll(k'd Ihiii Ii* mm I* lldiii s|i,u r it)de\ 

tl’Sh .iikl, thus. In a iirt'alei Iniill up 
,11 iM aiKl. )i.iIiimIK. tiipiv I pt'iliK 
Malel wi’miiHil hi' wm '*iit m| dial 
ilH'S' .iml iikiuii^'fj l*» (H . l iiiti* ihe 

(iiihiiUniaU* vii.'kii«ii >i| Hmiikiv uk* 
ladUhl Liii Hm* l**l|rilm uml nil i 

alH«hid *at . 1 1 *N a ss|i*iniK Ilf aImN'^iisuI j 
si||| keeps tIh klilifiMV' iMiianp ai d is ' 
ikmiL! 'eiN imt'lv. I Link ^ VMi.ii 's 
iiKiiv, k* iibiiMmid II all Aiilimii iiniiu <• i 

sijiple slim. SI mu'! 1 11111 * 'll a lietfih | 
•H hi<*\eii>( 111 l«ir .1 Mian in his Ihn *i| 
umk 

Ihn ik*f:. hiiel »• Uh laiile Lit<l i 
I’.imillei'n ni lhmiiia\ s hmldt rs j 








llowrvtT lu' cnriihic^ iiwy 

<if)pcsir tu ihi' h> iIm- ‘ilJUKliirrfs (>( 
iv>fi(i'rii|x»r;irK''s, h is virtujfly the 
Wasl iiusiivoury T*' U Ahyi h<*>v le- 
lalivvly anKttk Ik' is. r.fH* m-i iJ Mily k.'* 

, al thr IHinlahhi lMi>(hi’rs 

T here Will loui {’tHifaku UlMtlM*rs* 
iViiviii, Aiyirnl oni^ M^hesh It 

VMii ftskeit ritein whni 0)C> ihd. lh(»y 
repfieif i cMisttm ti'»n. Jl vmr tMi Hskt-il 
M’h>. in Itial I .»sr<, tU’V ni'(*h«Ml <i >;.iriK i4 
Slifllv liKixIis NiHM (arxHUTii III assisl 
I hi in III lJuii irmiivv t'mkMV'iHirh 
linn. v’lMi wi ir iisiully Innililv e|t‘( U*d 
Ihiiii tlii’ii |irrselRe 

The IMifilaki.is k si knowiU'iiierpftv* 
I- tlie CiU^vn s INil.He hiitel oA Ijnk 
iii>: Mu'k), lM>lweifi iIh’ !«iihurbh 

nf Khar Hill I }1aiKir.i Nanv'd ufliT the 
lieiel III Vi'x:is (siKideR ol 
Ih. ii IS I he sun IA evUlili^hnieni Ouii 
allies mil lefiuire vmi tu wear »i k hi nut* 
sDii when yiiti <.iMiie In Omntr; a r^rviil* 
\i'\ \- mill 1 1 nxir' useful \\* pnm’ipnl 
<HMiitv IS |>Tiisliiii'< Ki Rivl ils Hit'nunis 
sene as h froni ke bundeniiK ihv ilk'itil 
(lefitv <4 i.*iiHHis nmJerhaixl iianui* 

IKHIS. 

At tk‘ l.u sar's PaUie, the disii». 
laum k'd wiih ^rvnt fanl.'m' in IWh. was 

1 ailed vli*'>s '.nvi ilr’l. Kul (k'spile Hs 
iKifHiliinlv mill the kwlH's i4 the nxhi. 
<'le(i's lai'ki'd I lie |>vrnlishnK hi|ih llash 
'4 hshernian's Whart. Mr lihekkias* 
othii liiscii at Worli Se4 K«e. Ill 
niently ihaniii'd hands in u hi-Kiim 
iraiisai tmn lor a erore <4 ru{>i*«'s and is 
MOW ralk'd (kru Kr^hi.) 

riu'ir Poiiiys iiilo IIk* liov|iitali(y inchis* 
In. imwiMT. were a iiHTe SHk'iJ**!*' 
i(Hn|iare(f tci Mm* constn>lion busnrsc 
Like all oMrr [Hiibki-iruiifnal'. the lMx> 
lakias cak'iilateil Ihi ir {rfoTii inaiKiits on 
the liasis o( KS| fiiklles. 'I'his didn't 
always work. A lioUNnu iofT|>hx tailed 
Yaiiiuna Na^r rHar the Lnkkoidwab 
kNlate m Ilk* nortli IfoiTihdy suburbs 
never k(ii an tK'tTJpaiHin ivnirralc'*^! 
blatanl were tk' k'Sl vinlaiicins. Itns 
meant tliai Iht' Dats itiuld not k* inu 
pied hy those w ho had paid lor them. No 
malk'i. TIu' llholakiHs saw n* re.'tkon to 
retkim their iwmcy who did ask 

lor refiiiKls found thi'riiseK'es at the 
n'liiving end ot hefty doses of terror 
The Dhriiki.'n. floiinshcd for <k*f9di*s 
despite periodtc brasks witfi the 
(Ol'KIHISA arvl NS A bws. Hul two 
years jk". wlien the ^janj? wars broke 
ihjI 10 Homliay. Ihd broiPkis found tlanr 
lives in daM>;er as other eriminnls ined tu 
iiusek* 111 on Their lerritorv. 

thi Marrh. IW7. Mahesh (>hob- 
kia. tfie most prominent of the hriHhcrs. 
was sfiot in broad dtivh^hl » hi* w'SS 
eiihrim: I he ci impound of his home m 


I Hoinhay's upnvrket Napi'an Sea Koad 
' kkably. 'Ilw men tiehi^ tlh murder 
j sent out a warmt;. one down, thcee tu 

I 

I he flhufakias Wife ho(lt shaken and 
anjitry. Lahl asked l>awv«HJ Ibrahim, the 
IWmibHv (kin now in exile m Ihihai. to 
or^janise a eeasefiie. w’hile Arvind 
> aniRkinied that he wihiM aveniee his 
; hririhif’s niurck i lias biASIlul threat 
^ resulled « an atlenipt on Anvid's HA; 
TtfrdietJ. hi' hiri'<l hve IxidsKuards Air 
hiiiisell aiul rk'inaiKk'd poke |M< 4 es 1 iiin. 

I 

W hi s|>]uk| Itomldy's piilii'e ioTic. 
Oiori of men and hard* pressed for 
; re»Mines. hothef lo provwk* an armed 
I eih'«»r 1 Uit a EUTiKsier. who eaii afford 
' Avi’ liodyeuards ol las own/ 

' llwie's no real answer lo this epws* 
' IHR). hul Af whatever rea><on. the poke 
I jtavi' hen a sten Miewielding iniard 



The MW gangttert 
have choaen murder 
aa the way to solve ell 
their disputes* They 
have ignored the 
network of hitmen 
developed by the likes 
of Karim Lala and hava 
gOM into recruiting 
hoodlums and thugs, 
who deal with 
overytMng from 
^ extortion to 
M assassination 


I'wn monlhs hro. the iUvs |a>lH*e c^xn* 
missmnrr. V. K. Saral. withdrew the 
esoHl iOjAiliw. ihXte pniperty. that |Mo* 
lerlinit Ixwidhinis isit hiidi on Ns Nd 
nt pnontk'v ArNWMl IlhoUku .appealed 
to Mk’ stall* Kir\'endiii*nl. Saraf wa< loU 
thnl hhobikti was to be protected. 

IttiididiBrs Ms with poAtkians have 
ktnK U'eii (N* sidiied nf gossp. tn 
September IHSd. Saraf svxpendcd 
Cai^r’s I'alace s hotel N enY. Dholakia 
went MTai0il lu Slurad i^wnr s Km^m- 
meni- 'IV kYnce vras imnedialely 
a*«l»c('d. 

Then* was a pri.wirli'ni in al iNs. In 
l^t. Ka^v GaiMflv. then an AfCC 
ftenenil Mvn*tnry and the iTown prince, 
vtwied honibay. To expose ian tu the 
nnsses. ilw* Bombay Kepinal Cnngresx 
CumnMIee tHKCC) orifaiwcd a walkab- 
oul ihcouidi Idurasx Asia'^ larped 
ftluni UndmirU Ajtures promptly tned 
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10 captiahs^ no thi> paday ntrn VariJha s 
inen inNir««^ ihi*nttdv«*s mo ib** oTifi* 
nisatirin ;iitd ys$orted hiHdkints lotned 
fir pmt'fSMon Mm H was tlv I itHilakias 
who i:»uctl thr biKKf sT «vk<NiMiK 
K^v and thr btrxhcrs pul ii aUiui ihal 
the> had hniwed pan tA ihf swt;i. 

All t4 I his nmk' lhi> Hholakias ( X- 
lr«ik<K* ixniivrful (ixn Hi Hcsnboy and 
nunv hokrvc* I hat Amn«l did nol want 
the police ;!uard Um pniCi^'iHHk. uhvc .il. 
Ix> nircadv had hvc hodyiRLmts ainl hhiU 
camh' haw hired a siaih Insic.id, lhi*v 
ar>^>. that he wanted thr* pohee esam 
In vrvr to his lel«*«'*mniinaK 

tJul hi* was n M with (he pf4ilk'ni 
(‘slahlr?ihnient whuh iKlier Rani^^irr 
would Ik’ iirotivled hv iIh' piAn v' A/irl 
that if tlx'v dared ailMk han. (Iwii IIk*v 
vvrv not hnt lahnc on (Iw IHvilakus but 
I Ik* |j(n rinnitiit *4 Mahal a>h(ia an well. 

hi ih(' i4 ihn* w;i» iHti 

rntiueh In ><.1X4* An*uvl iHioLikhrH Ills* 
<hi 27 Novcrnhci. Iw was sumbnii iii the 
IMHi'h of i.M*Nar s Indite wlir*ii hr w*as 
approached hv two men he M*ennd to 
hnnw. Thrv c'h.iriid hi the port h hv a 
wlale imd be* pniud th’iuiHi lht*ir hatiis. 
Ihen. Iv i scfvted lhc*ni to his valWn. 
Suddenly. iJhjIs were heard from inside 
IHiuiihia's OodviAiards rushed mlo thi' 
cabui lie was Ivmn or the tfrooml m .i 
paiol of l«s own hi a id Thi* wo men 
were nr/whi'ie in he ms'A 


assii0kd the job of kiUinji Yusuf. lYie 
inmnaii found Patel a\ a wedding f(*:ist 
and opened fire. Several Uidlc*is hit 
Yuauf. who collapsed arid was tiiken tor 
dead. Ikil somebody up there hked I’alel 
and despile the crievous nature of his 
injuries, hr lived, 

A( this. Masiaan derided that it w^l^ 
Allah s will that Yusuf shmilH Lve. took 
his reverse with cuud fortumt and aent 
out a concikaiory nicssa>!i<. IV* two 
men made u(), the Hsitassinitlioii atteinpl 
was f<>r<?o(leii aid thi'y iK'cunK* partners 
•icam ill) assiM'iation that survives to 
lhi« day. 

IVs sTr:<iii!e Rt'iry with tts bi/arre 
mixture of niual murdt'r and <i(>d*feHrinp 
i<x*<HH*iliatHtn up (he old ffiHiihuy 
imderwiKld. It really whs, to use Mas- 
t^an'H parallel, like something r>ut of 
tl Ifnforiuiiately. today’s 
WKk rwfH Id set nis to draw ji s inspirntion 
front a more m eni Al iVino iiiow< 
(he liksidv'. dui)j(*siiH'arcd 

I in he early Htftities. the unberwoHd 
or MosiMn. Patel and UU becan to 
break down. First, Vardha, h formei 
Mifsiitin hem hituin, isiierjp'd as the don 
of IHuravi and hr esi hcwi^d many of tin* 
old umcepts of hnnr>ur and Kuntiliiy, 
tanh as (hi*v were. Ihii even Vardlia 
never strayed tmi far. h the final 
analysis, Iw did what MasCvan told him 
t«t. 

The fzanjcs Ihiil desiroyc d ilw system 
were the ArmrradH'AJjtnzeh nuA and 
(Iw Ihrahuns. Koth >!nnipinKx were 
r<rnmsl by former httdyxiiHrds and hrl< 
men emi^iyed by tht* old dons. For 
reaMNis that are sliU (lie mibji'il of 
Maataan; aw imchraiuwi in today # 
uodafwortd 


W t") kibsl Arvicvl lllmlakia^ Proli 
able (Ik* same pe'ipk* wh<» killed 
Maiwsh 1 ihf^alua OfoKirse, ibehunieii 
vaned, Ivit basicalv’ ho(h niurd(*rs were 
iiKUivaltd liy the sanw v\fidetia And 
(Amnc'd li> th<< •uhiu* I'hcfue 
To unik;j stand who lhi*si* are, 
i«K’ nerds to afiprewte how miwlv the 
Honib. 1 ) underworld has t han|^xl sure 
Masiaan’s da>. N«>bod> pretends iliat 
murder and inavhem were far Imm the 
mmds of yesterdays «anRblers. but ’ 
every thsinUe did not iixl hi * hail <if 
boHrls. 

Take* nne example In ihe Saties, 
hLislaan entered nio a pannership with 
Yusuf i^lel on a leuW-sdver smogj^n | 
r4>er. (The RnW was smujoded in. The i 
silver was smiwded out} I'aieJ chi*ated ^ 
Ivn and made Mastaan lose face with hiv e 
pnneipaJs in iKihai. There was n» sohi- ^ 
tmnbul venitedrHX!. However. Mastaan. 
who has never carried a ^un. ebd not at 
(Nice shoot Patel down. Ireut^l. he m 
Bifoiined «d the other Hiimbay dons that E 
he was gamg to lenninatc Yusuf. Nevt. I 
he approached Karim Lala, the Pathan f 
head ^ Bombay’s very own Murder inc, I 

Lala provided a hitman wlu; wa«> I 
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dii^pute, they Uunclu'd j hknidy feud 
’I’his came to iHihlu' altenlion whi'n 
AnuizadJ Alamzeb tjunm^d down Shahir 
Ibrahim M the Servtvare petrol puitp in 
Prabhudevi. The Ibrahims reliiki(e<} and 
siHKi, A free-for-all was iauiH'hcd. Shuot- 
ouU look place al trallie li>thlv. hitterul 
(Mrties were bomb<*d and ai least tvn 
wiinesses were iflinned ckwn in the 
courts. 

All of this dismayed the dons enough 
for them tu sunmuat a ineeiui^! ai Hap 
Mastaaii s crumbbnfi l>on»;alow off Wm‘ 
den Koad. Ifoih were kniuri'd on 
lu>TH>ur and jpMxl IX'havKiur Hesides» 
Ihev were t<ild. this was uN loinHer- 
prodiHUvv Kvvn if tMM* ibinn «<*ore4l h 
tnumphaiii lui one day. by rite loHowm^ 
week, (lie inum|))i would bk‘ iK'iMti-d hv 
a refalwii>fy hit fnun tJjet* nvids Amr 
finall)’. Mastiiun deohn^cl all ihi« puUs 
Hbrsniii; was drawing Umj mw h alien 
tion Id tiu' undi'rw<»rUI 11 k' dons h^id 
huilt up a iK iwurk of krp( ;)tiiiK&aiis and 
tarnr p'llice nfficets aftiT^treat effort and 
enontuHis exr**odJUire, Now, if rbere 
was A pubiK' ouicry ahoui :Ih* tfanit wars, 
ilien <‘ven svnipatlietir p^iluv olfw’vrs 
and (K)UlK i;<ns wouUI luive to act asamst 
th<' ittulcrworld Si bt cause «>( ihiit 
irrcspon^tihdiiv .md faii ht'adf’dness. ee* 
tivhodr was in i^imrer. 

1ht* vtiunjt OH'ii lisU'iK'd to their 
eldeiN in lespi'clful sileiHV. Yes. llk’v 
iX)iU'i*d<>d. the killiii)t was piartless 
They had t>een IiH«lish 1Yii>re would be 
no more blo(et*l<*tiinK. KmK’, said Mas 
(nan, pul your hands <hi the Ki^.w and 
swetii t<i irvihe up and be IrH’inls apaui. 
ITiey dkl as Ihev were tokl. 

Wilhin a week, dk’v were back to 
inurdennjt each <i|hej oi broad (Uykjdil- 

I t Is unporianl lt>apprvcuie this Uak 
^ound 1 o iinderstarKl the DholtluH 
murders. As Mastaan had predteled. ihi* 
Amirrada Alam-^eb vs ih-.* Ibrahims l>al 
tie only resulted in marly everybody 
beinK killed off. Kinally. only UawoiK) 
Ihralun, brother of the Stiabir Ibrahim 
whose murder al (lie Servneare pump 
had started it all, was teft. Kaied with 
innumerable arrest warrants, [>aw<iod 
did the sensible thiny; and. like mi many 
latter-day industnahsis, became a non* 
resident Indian CNKO. He chose to bvr 
in [>ub<ji. where he paid no tax, was free 
from the prying eyes of the Uirednrate 
of Hevenue Intcfligence (DNI) and could 
easily oversee his operabons m Inda. 

All Ivs old Hombay ac tnnties continued 
as before except I hat n‘>w, he used , 
prufessKinal managers. And uidriie ihe ; 
dons of old. he gave mxtructiuns that 
anybody who dar^ cross him was to be 
murdered at once. De.aih, said Ihwoud, 
was Ihe nnly jwrrruneni bohuum. Ard 


ewn if the hitman was i'aughl. it w<iuld 
be MTtudHy unpiiaaiblr k4 Ur Htanhay 
pubct* to makr i4it a case bdung tK* don 
htniM'll to tlic conspiracy. 

Hut with Ihiwood out of liie country, 
many kH-sd gangsters beheved llial his 
ckui had dimiMshed They rt-ckoned 
Ihul they c’ould smiw nvwe nto his 
U*mtorv rvliiiivdy easily: after all, Imw 
wi-K c«mlil iIk* don kxik aftn his m* 
tcfesis frum farawje. Ihih,«' 

Al fast, llawiMO regarded such en- 
cfoji'tiiienls un Ins auilhmiv as only to 

be expci'ted. Hm inm i*‘ re.ihsed Uui 
what had Ir >sin as a iru‘lk- ciiukl stMin 
heiiiOK' a fliHRl Ir he* wi,s lr» nKuniain his 
poMlwai, Uhi> anybodi w ho eluBi-nia^ 
Iws aiilhoniv, n anv way. had tri |«- 
1 aught a IrsMei And 1 hi wood Ihrafuni 
knew Ih»w to i<»di only one k’sson. 
dc'Uth 

'IV 1ilH4;ikM> either did mK a|i|iiiTt- 


The OhoUkia** 
best-known 
enterpriM is the 
hotel Caeoer’e Palace 
on Unking Road in 
Mburban Bombay. It 
istheeort of 
eetabilehment that 
does not require you 
to wear a lounge suH 
for dinner; a revolver 
, is much more useful 
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belimd (he lamdy’s vorrous onierpnsi's. 
Naik entrusted Ihe }uh to Anintiriwli 
w’ho I'Hrrw'd it out swiftly iind with 
fngliti*i>ing ease, tl’he pi»luv, though, 
found lilt he wus lesponsible and 
arrested hon.) 

An ungry Aivind demanded blotd kn* 
bk»<s1. His broilHT. he tokl aov<ii>e 
w illing to listen, would V avenged. Nink 
got tlx* im-ssagt'. 'IV following nxinth. 
V tiTKaniMsf a tut on Arv’ind Ihxilaku. 
Ihilortundtelv f<ir Naik, his quarrv 
eMM|xd anti iIk’Ii get iRilici* proicvtHMi. 

Naik. tx'ltei tlvin anvoiH* else, iind(*r 
stiHid iIk' signifx'umx* of tV police 
eMtirt. Ikiw'^KKl w'Hs nchcr and lind 
many iixire n>c*n than ihe l}|iolakias. but 
hi- laiieil pohiK'ul must k*. Hv had tried 
lo g«*i iV cases agiiinst him withdrawn 
so ilgn Iw couki retum lo fnckt. hut Ik* 
sun|)lv (IkI nol h.ive iIh* coni acts rv* 
quiretl lo swmg thin. Now. Naik disridcd. 



ate l^wuiid's cnni|iulsH>ns or cfsc*. be* 
kc-verl that they could gc’l away with a. 
'IVy began to behttle Ihe NKI dtinV 
jjthnntv. And in no line ai all. (hey paid 
('•r It with their bvc's. 

T licre s now nr> douhl that HawiMid 
Ihralwn ortWred the hit on Mahe-sh 
iJhokdiu. IV dtsagreena-ni was over 
(emlory. 1V Ibruhins* extortion op* 
rmlicfis werr* oviTseen by ihe swaril^. 
BycuSa-Uis(*d Kama Naik However, die 
Sheltys tried to gL*t m (hi the ad and 
Naik bcli(«wd tfut they were d<ang r» at 
the behest of the Iftxibluds. WIk'h Rahu 
Kesham. not* of Dawuud s na»sl inpor* 
tant heckhmen. was murdered. Naik 
took It for granted that (he Dhniakias 
wei c responsible, and told Hawimd su. 

Over the (nmk hnex friar iHibai. 
Dawood ordered a hit *A Mahesh Uhob- 
lua. who was regarded as the brains 


AnWid Onoilria; fee tl na Caaw't fMa 


It was host to go easy on IhKilakia w 
king as he enjoyed p^ticaJ palrtinage. 

IVisc ol Niuk's aswciaiea who bc- 
beved thul he luid uverestJinaled (he 
l)lHi 1 kla^ ckxii with the pobi'e end<.*d up 
revising this opimon when, on 21 July, 
IWH. Naik hinn>eH was shot dead by 
polkc inspectors. It was, said tlio police 
bUndly. an encounier. Naik had ofiened 
fire un the police parly, which had 
retahaled and, m the priat-ss. he had 
been killed. Needless to say. nobidy in 
l)aw<»xls gang behi-ved this ve-rsion, 

Measfd with tfxs ciwip. Anirvl Dhoki- 

Jua (kxvied that the bmv had come to 
finish off all of Dawixid’s key henchmen. 
After aO, he rcasonod, lie would never 
bi' safe until he destroyed L>aw«xid's 
gang. It was exactly Hus sun of reason¬ 
ing that had cost Amirsada and AUnueb 
iheir lives, but Dholakia Svemed not (u 
notice. 
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D*wocd m* son Hv«iil« 

A rvMKi |ih<il«iki;iV iwt\ imw utm* 
4 HI :'l Nnvi>ih'ti*r. I’lHH. 1( was 
(!]to( ti'il Sjiiish iinotlMT i4 

IMwihhIV iHHilrivilils. 

KiIK' wrts iin km(k'rw<irM ^luu'ss 
i^lorv. N)iir viMis :i^n m hi* h.Hl 
tKvii iniviiMhii (Cl :i Ihmih* lor jiivrnib* 
dHiru|m*my I he* i*x|HtH'tKv k it hnn 
i'k vii idAMil \n< • nniiiMl iik ljrM(ioii niMl hi* 
MHiii nukvrd Milo (111’ dtuc si.iriniK 

mu l>v imKii kinu in M.MKlr^x An\ lh<*«i 
w.MkinK Ills w<t> lip. hui III' r(in.iii»'d .i 
Ps»li(c inlomxMil cMi IIk' sKh*. liikKiKi.in* 

In iitoicii luH Inmid'' hikI sIhh' Iii> 

ilU'IIlK'S. 

All of this WMs i'XlrnnK’lv |)ro|ii;ihk* 
and kajr inado (Ih* tiii>t)i hom ht inc hci 
ui II Inr aui* 1 1II lu 111 1 vc< rt>! :i 11 wn ol Uk* 
work I Hi' iiurrliAsi'd n siiini* of 
lKirSi>s. iN i.lllH .1 IIM*|lllH*r of (hi* JN'jIlli 
iluh al haiHlra's Sva KiKk SlnrAlnii 
hotnl Mild hiniulil hiiiivdt m* air 
i'onclilHMinil, while Honda ’IlMon^dwHit, 
hi* <<»n(tnui*d to work for iKiwond 
In llw Hllentvilli ol Naik’s (k*;uh. 
niiolakiH lartfi'lid lOi elniinbilion 
TliislinK' lhou>!h. Ih* w.iMiot :4oin»!lok*t 
the ;ioIk'c’ d<> his (hdv work for lw>>. lU* 
WAS tfoiiiij tn find Ins own hiUtnui nixf 
murdt'i him as iuiIiIk Iv as I'awcKid icid 
Icrrutiialnd MalU'sh, 

(h) l!l N<»M'iMlH‘r. Ka)c and lour 
Inends were in his Ihxida wht*n lht*v 
sto|ipt*rl Ml a reel h>;hl a 1 iWciilti ju(W'l»>n. 
rk'nr JJ HosjNlal. A inxi drove* np 
MlcHix>id( ihc* llnixk; and ils <acu]Kanls 
rolled down tlwir windows, IWfoce Kaje* 
realised wlul was hap|M*niriu. ih(*y IumJ 
opc'mxl fat* HIk* Honria's wiikIows and 
wiiidsi'ieen wen.' shaUercxI and a luil of 
bullets hil Kaji. lie was miuriHl m his 
slonurh, I'n his shoulders and on his 
head, ^ttie li'iTificd dnver rtw>k ihi* vm 
slrauiht to liie J.J. llosp«lal. where K:ije 


wih> dix Uri'cl deM) on arnv.il. 

Arvind IMntkikw Iwd averi^^ Ins 
lirollwt’s ik'Mlh IWH*!* ovtt 

D id hlKAikM think lx* w«Kild tsf\ Mwa> 
with It' I Mill 1 h* realiM' iImI 
IkiwcNNl JliraliKii’s veiv surMv.d was at 
slake.' SuiHs fealiscil llul lhiw«Hid 
wcHikI iiol lii 11 IIS ■I'.ah )!o iei.inswei4*<J. 
Ihi'ii II wsvld Ih* I lx* eifuivjik’nl ol k*l1iii»: 
ilx «i>)ktkn»w thal U* was ixi kiiiuc*rm 
a iH»MlKMi lo |Molei1 eSiii Ihs kev iih*U' 
We will iK*ii*i kiVfw the answers lo 
lhi*Si* t|IM*slK<|s IssiUlsc* tiH* IMi.1l 
IvisiHl (tun nioied wiMi IcinlimK rapid' 
ilv. A retakilory Ini w*«is urikrcd al 
•NV^i'. Hill ie<*:H9nsins; (Imt lllmlakw’s 
inolivhve sIhi'U ol SidVinMids w-ouhi 
|H(’ien 1 am isiked assault. li.iwcKxi was 
niii’hil ro M'hs i dssassins who (ilKAikp 
kiH*w* pi'isiHvilly and wivi Ik* coiifi 
(h*ii( i ixiUKhtoni>*tli Milo Ins I,dun Amt. 

as Usual. Im'i Ixise iik*ii wlH»kMl ixi eV.ir 
Ifltks with hxii WIh’ii Ihi* laikc* la'iu'd 
up IIh* kilh'is a h*w (ki>s allei I Ik* 
cmiKh’i. Ihi'v* s.irI th.il Itawood had 
IX »t hin^ 1 f»iVi wil h 1 Ik* Im TIh* nssassms 


history ^ 
has taught us I 
anything," the don 
says in Godfather II, 
is that you can kiH 
anybody." it is a 
chrNtng message. 

I rofiically, K is one of 
the few Hnes that 
apply to today*# gang 
wars 


claimed that Mdhesh had owed them 
nxmey: ihal Arvind had failed to honciui 
his brother'^ I'cKtiniitmeni: and so, they 
had bumped htm off, li wa& s neat, 
seamless storv and one that ihe police 
iheeriully rekasi*d to the paper*;. 

id If hisicKy has taupht us Hnvihinj^," 
iMkhacI C<»rk*one (Al Tai'ino) tells 
Turn Hasten (Kobirt Hu vail) in (iml- 
imhei U, 'It IS thal you can kill anv 
boik* " It chilling; inessaiti, nK*sim>i 
isinp m Us nieiMce And iroiiH ally. ii is 
(XK ol the few lin<*s IriMp llaji Msisid.inn 
(av^Kjnle film lhal m|i|>Iv to today's miufi 
wars. 

IV new xjnjfsters have* i Ixwen nwt- 
deras rix* wav to folve all iheii disiniies. 
'IV'v have ufTHHctl iIk ncuvoii of 
hitmt*n (k*velopi*d hy the tikes <u Kanin 
Uria and have ipme siraitdu loi ilu* 
ri'ttuUtiK.'nl of hcKxlhjins and thuu^ wiv* 
fund uni as cil all trade ^rcim 

exioriHut lo assaafiiiviiion. in the* old 
days. Hu}) M.isrnaii would luiv ih.ii one 
r(>xson why hr* had no iroulik* lindinu 
talent for his was ifuil tiu i'f>mniiin 
al pri*7udHv n\ Indian ftiH Wlv murk* it w> 
diflVult hrf vouriK Muslim liovs to firid 
k'CilMiiate ;obs IVrfwps. lo an extent, 
llul's siifl tine Mist.idTi nnd PaK ls 
ccMislrutlKm I'ntcfpnses are Mailed bv 
Ihi* saiiw kind ol jieopli* w*ho tan the 
MiHUUilinu opi'iatHais. 

Hut m tlw SixiK's wlK*n Masiaan, UUi 
and I’atel forrm'd ilieir uanus. IkMnUiv 
dxJ nut liave llw massive slum? Mail il 
iHiw. Today, the 1lious.itvis m| unene 
pkiwd. rmUkss younu men tniaiiv ol 
ihi*m. oricno^ily fr«Hn the siAithi know 
llut they won't Ktt jobs however hard 
lhi*vtrv Onthcolhei liuiul, by bienkm^ 
a lew IxHH s and xliiunc the odd Hiroai. 
llx*y .ir** assured ol a 11 Miiforiabk it mu 
pnneely living. It is this |vxi| ol Utviiir 
llwC llw de^iend on. Says V,K. 

Sarxl, Ikimbav'^ police comiuissKHier: 
“‘llxTc* IS d kii ol uni*mplovment in the 
$.hvns and u dcK'su’t take much imu* to 

l»k out bntdti Hiui enterprising p<*ople 

Ip rcHistantiy fill the vnrancH»R in the 
italics. '* And Ihei^ people vill stop at 
fH»rhinjj and kill anvbcviy m nn effort to 
>fav aiwad. 

Masiaan has abandoned the effort to 
ki*(*p the old clan» He knowb llul 

nobcxlv v.'iU liRlen to him. He is not do 
much an ineWe.ijKt' ns an anachronism. 
i**if>a)ly, he lu.* lK*eii defeated, not by 
Hru>thi*r don. but by the same forces of 
urbamsaiKX) that bnn» Sou families lo 
Hombay eadi day and turn larttt chunks 
irf ihe my into wcainic slians. 

I ntil that < hxnsos'-if at all, it does - 
htimlay wih remain a bloody batllen* 
foonu lor iriMcr hx|»pv thugs. 

W| 9 y SM with 0 «|x TMte/toriwy 
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„.Hs -, CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TCI HEALTH 
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TKAVrL WLST - TRAVEL EAST 


I jrou're youn^. smblUous And 
tekuR'OrtenUd you con dde the wave o( aucccsa 
with the Indian Mavy. 

Engineer new fangled electronic guidance systcma. 
Command a muittfaeeted 21 at ceniuiy ahlg. 
Design towering waraMpa 0 hostile submarines. 
Soar to diuy heights In a superacmic Sea 
Harrier. 

Oet trained at the Navy's expense 
along with attractive perks. 




OIKt.CTOH W.C Run Mtni. ROOM NO. 206, t:* WfMO. 

rtAVAL mADQt'ARTrKS. 5tMA6MAWAN. nr.W DCLHI 110001 


JOIN THE INDIAN NAVY 
AND SEE THE WORLD 


if''0U'\SPIRE10BFJ'RSJ 
?Hf <Vf IS NO SeCCND CHdCt 
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CONTROVERSY 



1 / 


LALIT KALA AKAOEMl 

ARTlSTSSTUmOS 

KALKADEVIRD-GARM 
NEWDa» 





Of space 
and strife 


Controversy abounds in the Lot it Kaia AkaJetni studio complex in Garhi 


F rdri^tly* ouNdt’ It 
Ukr 4ny oik'r 
RuinufiM^m. <1 
XX I'd 'UfVl Vllf ol Iwii KK* 

Unu » jiuMlw* Hnrndinm 
<i;irhi, Mdhis oOi'irA 
^iv<nin(i U't ri>nlif)n simt <rf 

the* Miiuhiil Motiility. 

S'niseis |li«' MrlMn’ ^tudMJS i4 
ihc* L1I1I Kala Ak;idcnit 
tlKAl Si't u|>in U»?r*.7<i, 
wtih Hi»iu'tr;»rUst» b <1 bylih 
vrricriibU' S;i]ikh<j C’lLiudliun 
diul fiiKtrkTd hv I he LKA. rhr 


tMihf 

ai (vat (ui. ifud) a hd brd 
iflTntfW unvHif* 
r«'speiilnK im-dR-valt'^jurt. 

And It «tll vif ihh tniiii as 
niumUH.' 9vnibk‘mM^Wk 
i>f A|j»e. INthrrtAtlii s(udi'»4 
m I hi* ass iibinv 

bui SD vii|«'d bv ht’rfXX'^ 

!iUiha»lhb'J]ii. KlwHKtt. 
Saras »»h and Chaudhun. ha 
(h)' kHM^r-kniiurn ariM^ 
(latt'«riy Uiur iiHnn«in> 
irv »rud«<*»: ihm* t'ai hfsH the 



m \h9 grapAlc* stunio, darhi * 
Bulbuf SAarma M ww* 

ccmiplex (burh on t)elhi Lk'* 
velopmeni Authority landi 
houses «iKhl si udios. And m * 
Its Quiet environs work the 
best of India’s creative 
genius--Krisban Ktunna. 

(;.R. Santosh, l‘aranipt 
Singh. Arpana Caur. Nareo' 
dra Dikshit and Chaudhuri 
himsetr The ini rends like a 
nii of honour. > 

but tranquilhi y in Oarhi 19 | 

Tiiaaivtfio far Maxtor* ' 
Intwiiiiftf >» wa 
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The 

tranquiMyef 
Gerhi ft only 
•urface-deep. 
In eetuel fact 
ttiaetifdlo 
complex is a 
hotbed of 
Intrifue 


ftar«n*aOh«Mf: ouiraqad 

cbs<ipbnL's<rfpot(erv, sk'ub)> 
lure, painima and graphKS. 
(nto each an* crammed as 
many as 1 & to Hi arlLst s and 
the number wailing to gel in 
IS even tarcer. 

Tht rush \u gain admission 
mtii (Whr u underaundabte*. 
Artisl s have to pay only K s 
jAX> every month kir u»e 
of f)dividual studiirs and Ks 
50 for working m a l ummun* 
ity studH>, humv ihul axe 
euphemisiiraUv raded licence 
foes. This in prune South 



nwbpricen nttmhS^ 







INTRODUCING 1997. AND INDIA’S 


Thai (jue^icn mark is hope Hc^ for ctcan w to be si ill 
around m 1997. So none of us would need a gas mask lo 
brealheihrough. 

today, clean air is vanishing fa^t in our dries. And every * 
badly maintained fuel driven vchkle spewing (oik matter is 
hastening its sad nit. And our lack cf concern docs mM 


lighten our burden of fuill. 

1 1 *$ certainly i rue t hat we can't do wi thou i ou r veh \ck%. 
But it's certainly rtoi true that we can’t take better care of our 
vehicles. Or. control their toxic emission level. 

lb help you and clean air, Ml CO is organising Emission 
Checks in the following cities. For your vehicle. Free. Look 




•verMVsea^ 





NEW FACE ? 



up your locaJ newspaper for dales and venues. And drive in. 
To help brins back clean air. 

FREE EMISSION CHECKS at Ahraedabad. 
Bhubaneshwar, Calcutta. Chandiaarh. CoJflibaiore. Dellu. 
Frnakulam, Indore. Jaipur. Kanpur, Lucknow. Madurai, 
N^pur. Paina. Pune and Secunderabad. 



Brins Back 


Clean Air 


® MICO 


Hwyy fruib (hr 

lokiny <»Ujr<<aU>t KhlIh <h, 

A^s<), Ihi’ LKA(}rmirlrs 
makTials likr oUv, w.iv. 
f)TirUitk^ ^hk, ihifH'T, ru . h» 

Ok* .It ukNi |nH«' SVitIt 
»kiK’h rnii)i:i' fM’iM’fii s (•ailii IS 
an .itinH'inT|»r<4>(Mih)h 
Ilvih«' IIk»s( wIki iiri' tilt iHit 
iiwavlMrriii|)alcwtl,ivs 
l:it«>r lj.i\ ihtf ;jiilh (I iiiOiiriili.il 
sinii^'i .Mihciniriiin. 
aihmsk.iiNi. 

fn lOi* (Hitirry sIiicIhi. U4 > 

IhKl.HH'r. Ok u* illV I 

vn irk aiK in a spai v i iKr.inl l< »r 


Th«ftp*C€ 

probim In 
th« studio 
complex is 
aggrevsted by 
the fact that 
nobody Is 
willing to 
vacate 


(jnly U'li. Savs V. Sltirniii. 

llir >lii(liiiarioiKi.it\t. "Il is 
{M U' K^iis} ii|K<i .0>iai| 

\'\ ir>|ii<nplr. lUit Alti>i lhal 
lliiii}!'* iM'Uitiii* \vi\ Oilfi- 
aiH/’'11 h' miiniliH luHi(il thi- 

4ufi sysU*tii li<is Ih Hm'O ni.it 
«mi!v ^l1^llllv. WIlm 
inaki s Oiitij^i biMi.il)lt’.siys 
Ni*i*na Vrfiii^i, H prittiT, is 
l2i.il nrit t'vrrv'btirivi'nfcJk'd 
i> RiTitHis .iNxit ihnr .in, \-«r 
HKist It IS only .1 lufhtiv. wtiKh 
they briHve in <MskSH»iia<lv to 
pursue. i 

NiiwIhti* is s|)iK'e as iniu h 
tifavcinstrairit <i> miht* 
p.iiniinyr sKhIhi. MosI i>l iIh> 
artists • (iojcfSarc^ F*al. 

I hiK'sh Verma, Arpaiu 
Ciiu r • w< irk mi lar>;e ran • 
vasi’s, wliK'h nvikes Ihv 
prohlenKiiyy witf'sc, Caur 
wryly rsunrwnts: "'Ilie nit ire j 
pron rrntl y t hero is bi*lween 
artists, the nMiretliey gel tm I 
nni* anmlk'r's rn rves. ” ; 

Heni'e the fensi frai tidus are 
the ^atihics artists, the 
graphic's studio heuiKlhi* 

Vast crowdt'd. Says liulhui 
SItffmi; "VVt always OHjper 
ate ell with < ine am it her. 

ag ■ 


U siMiM'btidy IS making a fmai > 
lirmi. ikiere i< an unwniten 
mk* I hat ytaj let him use (he 
press eKilusis ely." 

lU mhiiim- in graplucs nnt- 
wilhstandmp. the spaic 
{votik’ni is stnous— align- 
Vatilt by the fail that those 
m rupvinu ihi* mdiMiluAi slu* 
iIhis refu*.** to v«'ale. 
C'lviuOliun. {iH instance, re- 
hiM’s lonvAeout of Ns 
m hi', askoiitthose who stvk 
III evK'l hurt to “tfet a cNl 
Iron I be IViine Muaster’s 
i>((ii e"! A i ouph* o( younci 
iprls who went ti > the svniur 

artiHi u I Cl impkiKi aN ut tJk* I 

U k * il sp^iv wi'fe toki: “Wc 
stnsk'd hard ami built t hts 
pin'i*, II vou want a pbci* to 
w'orkoirt lit. jpiaikhkHU 
• ate." Su mes swh as iliese 
are rekittiJ liy CkiiHirihun 
I mnsi'H. win i wivs hy way <4 
si*H /istilkiiiKin iKit t iarhi 
w.is "iHit Nutt by tlk' LKA. 

IhjI givei I m'l'f li» K ’ . and as I 
iHK’ 111 thc' i>itnieinovrr>» ; 
Ih'IiiirI iIh' inilBilisv. he is 
enrukil to stay on as king ns 
IrehooM's 

It was klliUnk's such its 
whk'h ik'Cossdainj iN- 

SI * 11 II lit iipi^aimiiriHltiv 

uncko I V.idosh J Nsguplk. to 
tut ii|n <n w;ivs ;iik 1 iik'ans t« * 

I’S H’l ;irtHvwholMil oMi 
vLivtsJ iIhii wekiani* I hit 
laitIking' «intr ol tliat ami as 
IlikshH. «i fornn'T dtmim ol 
I Ik* Cl Rii|ii*x 1 haiiseH ensc- 
mx'ed HI a nrtiv btik* stuclail 
I ueluDv acknrts: "Ks'en'orK* I 

who riHrtes inU 11 /ai hi iia »sx*h | 
iiirorbri'* I 

T ile kh k of spaiV Itiv Ird 
iogrou|v>m III (larhi. 

’llK*re are two Ini linns, one 
N'kdeil h>' I liksNl ;uwl tile | 

I It her hy C luudhuri. The lat ; 
ter (omied the K.vii group, a ' 
private suciet y ol anists, ' 

around five years ago. I hsen- 
ilunt od by Ns d wirkfinig ride 
in (iarlu. Chaudhuri had tle- 
I KksJ to budd a sep.inte ' 

studio itiinpiex hir hikisell 
witJuR (iarhi itseh. il was to 
lx* built on the vaiisH Lind 
within the* LKA studio I'oni 
pk'X. AjttsW worfciriy' in 
<i.trN were a'died toynn. and 
Iht^v dkJ NO in gmid fdilh. Nut 
nviny knew of Chaudhun’s 
inteiilHKis. AH diMUSSkm ab* 
out ai'qiHsitioft uf land was 







IHiNTKOVEItSV 


vami’d cn licxvd Ante 

whrhiiJih (Jh* II 
^MjRdtf momht'fs >v\ it* 
aOi'wc'd tc»uiu*nd. ariKin)! 
thc'in SAftn 1*31. a»J 
Mrs Chrfudhun. Hul tht* 
truth wa> >m Katu i>ul 
I eijhaj withlh»* DOA (or ilk* 
liiixl.n>kin^ ihai they U* 

I iA tw(<d (o huiM si uitiofi itir 
ibrr 11 wii pi*rM Hul ust*. 
Si'viTHi (^rtn iirnriit'rs 
I Wl^«* tkfU'TK IVkIttl'd li» 

I w^witotf Karu. buMlui (IkI 
I tk4 <k*k*r Chaitdiiun fnni lu« 

! purpcib^, 

AirjkMIui elk* Vin nol tiitri, 
*bt‘rv the* scH’ind phtfsc* iif 
I he* < I'Tir^ipk'X wns 4irq0* 
iialty iiK'enik* ui>. 

WA> KlippinK (All (if ih(*ir 

Kras’, Uh* siiHiiiiauilKir>iH*N 
. cnnimuiik'Alesj li IHtAllim* 

I di*><ri* U> take* • ivif i ht* ImaI . 

! A n*(|WAi Uir Ilk* land wax 
. aUii lui in by ihi* UKA mi- 
i IlkiniK's. buMhcyiMilv 
. wantHl in ne'Qtan* K Na Ihf 
. rkpNn^H H \«4 the* < •artu i*< un 

; pk'X. 

1 ?H ri'.'ddaifhe t (4 ll>- 
tvri’Sl k Hs !■*( k «n*i» Ivmi 
arKltiarlH. hi MOW, ihi*.xldi 
IkxmI i’lik'l ai4 IkU VI (41 )f ’A. 

MrAulw h. ktnC(*lnrhc 

i LKA ctumiMii. SanklAi 

L^biiHinin l*k*iKlinKa (*ii|A nl 
lUklli'rln Nari'nifcjliik- 
shM. llk’nrfiriH'liirli.'irlki 
I a^iUiK whnin Ihi* bml '^xiuld 
Kivciiln. Clundluri while 
kuk. ui hi5Cjpa(Kva« kKA 
( luinrun. imiic bKAslalaai 
Hi\. and aiK'i^'d tiul tik* kiikl 
Iv 0 ven InKaiu. A(Wi'i*(hin 
I qucbUimahk* enuuKh in mr 
' mal ('irtunivlaiccs* but par- 
I rkulariy SKXxtik w as 
I Chaurlhun was also sc viel • 
nrv nf the Kani Krnu|>. 

’fhe first ti • raise .i si ink 
was Ihksiiil. hatcdly 
Chiaidhuri dcnii*d Iuvuik 
wnilen any such lelier. Ixii 
nwiKs) up lati.*r when a Xernx 
; rupyoTtheMlerwasiim- 
thiced ki an execuiive bnard 
meelDiK c4 the LKA 

ChMKJbun WAS forv'ed tn 

leave the meetiiiK half wav 
tlimufdi- Several nu- 
onfideiia* nintkins vfcrc 
raised ankisi hmi. but Ik* 
maniKed lo pud thrnuKh with 
(he help uf the Kov'envtirni 
iKcniiKfS nn the board. 
(Uuudhuri. .inniciay. has a 


spe<'Ml cv^diitwAi with (hose si 
power. hKiiK'thcr m liiw 
liavBiKbivn Mrs (i.iiKlbi's 
ivinny. 1 

Cbaudhiiri. wlk iu'im 
Irontni with IIh*K' ;i1U*K^* 

iHins hid only iIk* loUMWinc 
In say. When Karu had oriKi* 
iiaBy hid for tin* land, lie lud 
lAit h^'cniiiKjfrkv IicnTrt, So 
tv ell il he I lad wni ten sriyiriK 
lhai Ilk* bnd he Kivni \o 
Kani, Il ciktldTiiii be inn 
sirui*d Miiinstiifh'enl 
laviNiriluini. Alllinihci 
(juenes aii* inel wiib stub 
bnm Mk'iHv. 


Smkho 
Chaudhuri 
askt thOM 
who ooekto 
ovkt him to 
**got a chK 
from the 
Primo 
Mlmator'a 
offleo" 

i I 


Afti^r’ll! liidl hiish draiiTiht 
tik' IhikI was fiiiallv A( qiiir(*d 
hv larh, il ('nnsirl(*riibk' vie* 
liMv Inr Ihkshir, wIki 
S k*Hi I K'odi'd 11 k' rft< irl. I Iv 
iH 11 iniiilisiH'i I r I iiH by hciidiTiK 
a (k'leeiliiHi Inthi' UwuU * 
luni-f •(»vvin(>rn1 iMhi, 

H.K.I, Kapur, .ilso ihaimiiin 
of hi lA, iiiid .iskink ihnl ihe 
land U' a *n 1* 1 1 iariv. K apu r 
wa'C^aiviikX’d ol llkirciise 
and aKr(*ed In see tiul (rarhi 
Its dix. ilul iK'lore hi* j 
could take any act mil he was j 
mnrrt'i'd frwn otfk i*. S« ► Dik- ' 
shil us(*d. what he vxiyly ' 
cills, his"rcs<Ajnc5*' and the 

isrmd (dfk'es of Iriends Ihighiv 

plHCi*din the l)i>A htemrehy) 
tn switiK Ilk* deal. 

I I was pertnps.Ousdis* 
lasiclul cixKmvefsy that 
pmniiiied (Ih selling up nl 

I iheHaksarOmmiiilee. hy 
I ihv depart incni of culture. 

I nunistry of huenan resources 
develnpcneiii. hikslutwas 
removed Iren i his pusi as 
dirnlorCiurhiin AiiRusi 
IWh. prep'iraliiry tothe res* 

1 1 IK 1 uniiK of I he (‘(jnipk'x. 

— ^ 
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|ro9 (0 bonom) barwnin Slngh: 
diMlneVv* ItndMApM 

Worhing «t tcuiftinB, • iiudv m 

cofiMMratW^ 

fn 1h« poittfY 6<wblo. 

V«rmi working «1h« wh««l 


I'ntilthcn. thcduii tnrhjd 
boon rfsponsibk* iar ilk- ctiy- 
Uwlav :KiiTiiiiisU^li<*n(M IIk: 
l(>T wtiK’h he was 

)>aid a salary'2.(K)(ia 

Overall ctmirriUwer 
tik’lu was entrusic4 lo ihe 
wjft the rtuniinal 
(ei^onaMiiy of the Akademi 
s«ettw. Thisi structure wiH 



Professional 
jealousy 
abounds in 
Garhi* with 
eacharHst 
accusing the 
other of 
shameless 
self- 

promotion 


now be revHiiiped acc'c»rdinK 
to the ruconinieiidalions of 
the cudimitlec aivf (larh> 
uiU. in all probability, bepji 
directIv under the depart- 
11 lent III culture. 

No rPHlnictunnK will, 
hiiwevcr. be able tu lessen 
iIh‘ sinfe amonp ridists. I’m 
tesii' Mini y a busy alx iui idn. 
ospn iaily ainoiiK jviintiTs. 
Inevitably, soule sell nxMv 
tivin the ntlv'rsand nt hetler 
|)rii'es 'I’iui crr;iles fric'tiiMi,’ 
eiich;ui LIhe Ollier III 
^lanK le'>s K’llM>t<inMilioft 
and wiirse ’(’bines really hot 
up .elKit entk»III bill CI S 
\isil the studio, wiili every' 
ivH* lEoiitu in till bi.i/en 
I >iH« LI I jn hi nshi| I I V< »|>k eve n 
fi>dit h)iv o| UHIIX (b>iii «!:< n 
{loslal Hildtess liecuuse lei* 
teisli.ivea wuvot mysirr 

KHisIvflivipiH^anuk', It is 
Hint ilv each nriKi br bin Ml 
niidiililivioni.ikc (he hmd 
ntosi 

AtiMiinCaur. imoolilie 
IIV ire s\h'Ci*vHlul vnuDpel 
iilllsh. wdlUlieTneimMi 
Aw.iiil and srvoral suiiess> 
111! rxhiIjitiMiis lo her L1 rdil. 
isuie VKiUlKil |M*rl Hivv 
Soim-hnies she conless<'s 
tlwii itv la'iluiousi'omiiK'iUs 
^et tooiiiiKh and site “ex 
pkides". Hem v clones that 
ciritible to I he ettect tlvd she 
once, tn a fit of raxe. threw h 
iiuimMlM HtHlllU'l .irlKl, 

limits were phiI aNi’uys 
this had. Iiuniii^theeurty 
divs of its existence tiH* 
citmplex bnu lined uvrr with 
ereativi» acludy and lelktw- 
feclinK. 'llwre were panel 
dtscussior»s. p«*iry sympo¬ 
siums and Wfirkshop'cum- 
cainps uipraclically every 
di^s'iphne and I’verybody par- 
tKipated enthusiastically. 

Rut the laid •back ethos of the 
place was the first casually to 
its newlv acquired lame. As 
more and inure pt'ople disco¬ 
vert (inrW, Its residt'nls 
were thrust inici iIk limelitsht 
and animosities be^tan to sur- 
(ace. And with it came the 
powet strutfple. Ifnoihinit 
else, the (iarhi experimem 
has proved om* thtnfr 
scratch an artist and you'll 
find just another human 
hvinKi warts and all, 
taama GoiwamPMaw MW 










A voice in the dark 

Shech Barsv fights for the rights of the utulerpnvikged 

I 


• kitjkuman (tvi.s .la rra tflj\ 

tn wlivn >i iiKiyt.'’tr:uf iiih'inl 

fh'i (U tfiitiiHi in lU' hvf»HkiH'S Jjti 
under Sectmn l.l tfk~ I.iuuwk .Ul. 
Thnf »'.i> in .l:vui,^rv IUT}i. ,s/k' !<• >iiti 
kiiiuuislmffi iIk'iv 

• H:ini i}vv hmx .i rhiMf wIh ii '•Ih~ 
Mvfx pAiivv/ ui indii i.il i iisiiniy in tk'uJh'r 
Ififi l The NiiiH' /Kw /ihaffsr iWn/ siu 
K,ykimnn ii>*'tniMiH‘ihk'<l in Infs iIh< 
yisir tiMl I'ldiil ht‘ rt'h'ifsed lUil imthfna 
hits luififu iml M* i.ir. 

• SMi-a/ifa v'csa •**/ .\iiiun*Mif>d*i kis 

•iImi hi'eii in* Jiti'i.nrd in t 

silhvjiute dw,' I ill Hn- ye niihI'’ !•* hfiiit' 
iifinnininl. Hiii p-i\rlH.tliiy.l th Hwhm 
Si'n 11iiiM ntii ih’iiiif 

"iiluh'ivinr 

T ln*rc air* fjtlvT »ohi»i* 

vv<iiiu*n ih W< >1 wliri Mr m 

Hiniibii h iH lU twUv 

111 liirjia HlkTi' riviifalK (WirilH*il. iih*ii- 

tally ill aiiil iiu nlaliy lundii atJ|H d tn** 
MMix arc h<*|ii w |iMs<Mi |(>i VC.MV Ash! 
nrarly hall the Iriiialc |>tsstMM*rv ijH ■« 
the kalc^iMV Ml iiMii riiniMLt! lunaiHv 

<NCl.M 





liul llHHJt*li imsi^’i). *rH*v aft* ih» 
lrHitK*f uiilHMrd Tih-v h.u'1* [<Hind .1 
V'oHt*. a vrn .IIhMt'. i’itl'v«dui»! vi«*r 
iM >K*li»nj 2 ^ | 4 » SlH'r l.i lUl'a*. HHlliullM 
,mh! ;h' 1 im>I Kim sr.irv lU* IUniiIviv 
UivihJ liaiM* IkiN IHVII lliHlljr rMKl.il«tll1c 
wolk irt l)h* tn i hiktrrii .UMi 
|rn'.rHM*i X AihI n<m she Ikis C:iki*(i ufj (tn* 
<ihI>! 4 *!s ii'i U IhIT iA (hi h' iifilmluuiU 
III k.ikiilla 

A* i'Miliri); lo Ikiisi*. iIh U’tm Vv k tii 

hit^ilv <k*niV'aliHv It hiis U*i*ii MMtl lo 
Molaic iIh hMirkin iiuhls .nkl (*<hiv(i(ii 
imhmI iiiflits III hMU.in iiiiA*m I 'oi 
IM’rxMis ik’vn'ibifrii HN Me t.< an* kt \A m 
IHiMMi in nlici ihvi<*):aiil nl ,iM i«*lrviii)i 
Lmv (Veil Arlnk' SI <>1 iIh* 

i'lHMlIUlUMI *(1'l|rs Itiat llo ^VTStHI t;iM 

In* ik'fHiVMl *a iilK.*iU* rki> |i1 irt .'h'lord 
•MH I* with IIh’ Ian 

I'i«>|H *111*11 hv irMivn liciii. Kaw* cvrii 
iikMk' a (ii|) lo C.ikiilla in AukmvI SIk* 
ssiw .HI lilt!«Iw'i iiMH t* M N Ki A' avknu! 

hiiM M» i.iki '-ihi nil'll. niifKi* 0} itif- 
;hUliiNl.i:« vIh* tsKf «silhi*i<*<l i'.hmii Ka 
rkiiiiisui K.H*, hi(ul (ian«*niv .iihI Amir 
(•miIhIh Ihil (Ih* mhIiei* lH*kk'ti In rt< 
(KM'sl In avkiiiu lH*r (o fik* .1 uni in*lili< 4 i 
Hvii. iis liarsi* iimiiM ihii, k'ouU kivr 

t*< n liinlr Mike ^rlk' irurki ImuIIv la<’|t 
1)0 a)iJMiiiilHU{ ll•‘1ul•t*ll IIimiiImv .iihI 
(aknila In (uTi^m* Ilk* riMlIcr, 

.Vroiilmu tr> IkiiM*. lln* iiquslHc is 

• *«ii|MiuiKk'H hv I In* l.'hl ihnl ih> iitoju'i 

iiM'ilH'al rrnnrrK .in* )iuin(kirk*fl In pii** 

• HI |)svi Itbiirisis AihI‘. f'litoi iHIh uK hki* 

iht' Hi. t>nsrMis. itTi* also nol aware ol 


r 
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Sheela Barse, 
journaNst and acthrist^ 
has bead doing 

outstanding work 
for childran 
and women 
prisoners 




t Ilk' dillelriH i*s Ik'lurrn mi iri.rih il). 
iik*iilalh ilisliitiKHi .itkI iiieMlalU tiaix! 
Ha|l{k‘(l |MSMMtS 

Mils Is }|o1 ilk* lirsi IIIIIC ijial Ikilsr 

I l;.is iHlIcti hri self aUiMiisI Itit* ns|«Mii. In 
: I'th.'* slk- lA cI .1 jHlilHMi oh tK'hall III 
I niH» ihiklri'ii. all tiixk 1 hi. all l.in 

: pushing Ml IMtsOlls kVldlollt afl|>.k1r*hl 

I pM«stNH|s 4)1 ||*c('iUhii 01 M'lialMlitalkin 
hill Ml Ilk* thi<*r vi ars ih,ii Imim s|hu 
I ^|SS 1 *<|, iIh* I’.IM* Ikis Ih'CII .lillolMtH'd ‘/A 
• iirih s al (hr irituesf o| (|ir siafr j^<tM*ni 
iltrlil lauv<*is 'SpraklliU uillioitl 
iikthii slkvtt It.ii'a Ims now iiinn 
ilcii an '*Ikhu «(In triHsliu's'. Iiiial Iu'>m iin! 

' il.hc" kii |m 1 tH'hliori 

As IS <«||v lo Ik r S|M*| Itnl. luisi 's 
^ s|,M< iiH*iil s aiKJ Im'I atinisiTi Imv«' oiih 
a|lN(M*r| ,«<fM|S4> l(,K'(ioll. f|r<|0 1111*111 
Ik Ik of iht MI N Jiislk rs Krink;;ihath 
Mi<ga ahii \Vhkala« haliiih MHlh<iKMMlv 
<Uk Ijiril ih.M the ’iiiak'siv .nxt ilhjiilv" nl 
iIm* imul wric lH*itti! tK liTllril In* hri, 
T 1 h*v rh'|ilmi*il I)n' "hill o*ui .«lrd • mii« al 
si«>rii *-hr u.is ihiriMlIi H (o < xhihit 
loWAflls (Ih (Hoii’ss nj ihr (oiiH. ' .ihd 
uailk*r| licr iIkiI “sioinfid MM|irll|«'iur’ 
tan alvi uir*k a mission’ 

*I 1 ms misM<»h.M V's rif lltjilf, )|OUi*M'r, Js 
•pa |o («• <l,im|H Tkii sr< vasiK Mh* 
«*aft!«'lK lints dill il.ir.i .hmI l^'hO s In 
.itrMisi rrMHMisn**' < hlhiisusui Ini U I 

lausr. Wr'.l Ik nyal, shi in||s vrui. Uiv 

<MiK Ihlik* nr'ihi) hn*[Hlal Wilji ho 
ImiktH' hrf woirw'h 

In i|h* ahst'iisr of .in\ |j'm|k*i (a« ililjcs, 

. iiH’hlallv ill ol c|is!ii:Im<I Wdiik'h arc 
tk’iliircd «iicmnah met •|iiin|;rr| n, «nrr* 
ifnwtUxI jMisTHis IIir van |a^^ with¬ 
out IIh’v iihhalunati* \v««)iih himi; 
191 rh .ihv pMii>i*r (loalhM'iit lix'ia) il 
lbi*t ieiovi*r lirHh a lrhi|>ra.iiilv niitu- 
hhk 'cd siaic of mini I. ihru* is tv» <iiri(iikl 
rikh^ritiii'Mi oS si|ih .1 riiivlopniciii Ih* 

' c.iusc Cl Hislslr nt I m xjn al j t a a'tls ai < • i lol 
kc|rt 

Sii fai. the on riia of iIm* k x<iI 'HmI 

jwlH*al svMcill M*i*ihs In III* ut. imnuH' 
able rhi*vi*rnaul fn West hi’iik!al Ihc 
jwJkick have ni.iiMii*i d lo hrijo'i bci 
petilmn arxl nuiiitaui tlk ir “iiiaiosTy and 
<Uijnitv". Mk' only nmdoft is ll.al SiKrla 
Harse Is iHii ihi' kind w'b«k invcs up 

1 ea'idy Hut fr>r youiiu Of :id<ik*si’cin toiK 

k4*r>l lK*hiiKi bars, i!t*|>nvrfl oi ihcir 
I vinity. artd with no hope ol spcc*dv 
redentplirm. ti can al tk sr tx* cold 
comfort 
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NEWS 


The sinner atones 


Surjit Sinf'li Hifmalo stTks 
flic A kiil Taklit's 
Itfrsiivcncx'i lof (Hyinii if\ 
orders 

11 w.ls Ini (Ik V intvi IMIH’ 
Ih iMn .ItKt .1 Ml V«MI^ 

IImI SiMUl IliiriMlj 

Ihi'Hii 'iiHfi r tiH' ii9Hrft«iiv 

>vf |R>li>hmK '4 m 4* ^ n\ iIh* 
Ak'il Tlvxijrlt iJh' 

lirsi hiiM’ hi' Ml iM'rii k't 

o|[ l(^h|]v Ih Ihn SikliMaiMM' 

of rx'MtIiiU! Ilir '■iHiNth [itr« lU* 

(Mifih'ii Tnnijili' MMiijjfi X. hr lw*l tvt MHh 
ItM k thi'' O' .*1 IhiriiilK’t. iH’hirr 
hr irti'(^ilr'< Ui |k>IkIiiii^ hi 

iihHK foi hi'' "'.n' ol lU* AM 

r<ikhl ri)i« (. hr u.ivtiril lu.i |HlUr With.* 

s<\ iihIi hii,ti 4 \vi> iH'ik \^i(h iIk' 

iiiMnirlinh ANi nn siiiK iN s^KiainMit 
SiVll MM 

IkMil.ilik was rxiiMkiiiMMlhaird 4 «) !| 
KvhriMts. jhxr Ini >rlii'Ui>! In <h''s«4vr 
Ills |Mit\. ihr Ak.ili li;il i|J. j" ixik'n'tl 
In till' thru Aktil lakill f.UlH'tf.it. D.lt 
slian ^MHth Al ik*ii thih', IkoiMU’s 

vj.MVl nl li'lllsillL! hi ^IVr IH hi llx’ 
i'\liriMi''|<-. uIm' KkI Mlh Tirk iI In IIMIh 
CKHivir Ihrir \\.i\ miollH' iiMtiwlirHin <i| 
Tiinph (MiliiK s hv iriiilvihK 'xx* |vin\ 
with SMiiriiiij«'('t 'SMiLth Maim as lls k’ad* 
ri. knl uiMi llu aAimraiMMi of iikuiv. 
IlnUcvri, hM lUrnaLi ami his laimlv 
Tiirnihrrs wfio wnr ik’ifa?«‘<1 'r.MfA.kira* 
It hari krii a Itau'iMlU' rx|s’nrnir. 

h’lnallv. harnahi did ^vr iii li> ihr 
rnkciiMis IcMdt'rs aiiil oilrml In (k» jir 

iirMirn foi Ins s|)w ’I'Ik’ hut lIkU I’iwhi 
luiiiir iiniiisirt Siii^'h had 

Ihirairiirti lo ViiiMnm* his Maniiv 
guards hiiU'ss Uiirii.ila s\ip|KHU'(l ihr 
liTiih j>MiVrs whk'Ji Ivisr hi cn alool 
(IiiK'Init (hr Issue hn him Alvi. iIh* 
tiM iiK’i (hirf miTiisiri iiskrii k'siii^ his 
siiji|MH U'isas ii iKvaim* I vHirtM mviiilv 
whrii nrarlv iiu’miM’is of his hh iKsi 
(Irfuil his iililris lo IxiVioll iIh* Sliir 
niiiaiii Imidwaia I’lahamnuk l ooniiiilrt' 

('sl.'hl I eliM'luitw :«(t(l ,the>uk'd il h<sir* 

«iK that Im wouki lH*riJMii»W'lrK* 

Ifarinki (kviilrd lo wiii Uirk mil iirsi lim 
siifi|Kiiu I'i luM :ils<» ihr Mvm|Ki(hv of ihr 
pr«>|>lr and a|>)irisu hrd IIh' Akal lakhi 
hUfue,ii loi rXoiirr.illoll. 

On fi llririnU I, llh* VTaHlM ipiirsKl 
aiiMMiiiHcd th.li lianiala's ixMbiPMr himiM 
Lisi tor ir> d;ivs diiniip wIihIi hr wiMikl 


kor lo wrtq, at nO Iniirs. iIh' UMfd 
Aiiaiml f«s iH'ii .Anil ihrouidMKJl (he 
|ii<Kri'dnms. |J»< pftH'dii k^'pi addrrs* 
Mil)* ILmula ns "pxijn' Isinnrrk I hi* 
ridi iihiJIv, It w:is whi«s(*'xck'rs hi’ 
hffij ik’fKxl wivi tviivlrd ihK Ihr pun*&h- 
rmiiu 'I'hf Sikh Irarki', vn his p»rt. 
muhI: 'I aiiikTklrful hi Ihi* Akal I'akht fur 
bavinu shown suih . s>mpaihy and 
11 uisxli *1 mp 1 1 H’ ijh’M of a siniH’r hkr ii k*. 
Nirf SUM I Malkiiaivi kaiiiil Smph was 
iiM Ird oul smwLir puiKsJimrnl iiumc (liar 
a irniur>' fuso. lor haviiii: ilk’K rrLiikiir. 
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S .5 Bv<wl»Mmgti«tf«e«piii*r.|«Mii»oii«Mn 9 ahM» fiiMortiomrihon 
with a Miistaii wuduii. luK anv Sikli rnisusm}! his |Kiwei as (Ih* hckd prirsl of 
undrrKcmr such hiinslbilwiii. Ihr Akal ('akhl and rxpkMliii^' the riOt- 

Ikmiki satiiun. howcwi. fUKr Hitain rkais SiiUiimnts ol thi* pro|>k*, 
rcaffmm'il (U* t'ontirmnui Junnnirkv iX Sikandar HakhI ofUn* hliaratiyii Jannln ; 
(Ih* Sikli itiuilli m |KihlHal aftnus. Aim) l*;iny (KJI*) also coiMk'mnnl Kiiintihrs | 

llHM>!Jilh(’ k'.-Mk’r’s |ii*n.uR*r 11VIV III i>mv action and said. *i was asharrird (o se<f i 

i«>l iMiM Inni pirsonal symcxrthy fnnu Hanuiia (k‘d li» n pillar with <i boaul ; 

Ihr rH'i»pk;<d ihi* sCilr. il lus uiklrnublv around hi< iioik I Ihink a iain i 

ikinMjjtx) Ills muAK'arnoci)* hi'^jiolHHkill- who hirtiscll (»{)lrd fui tins sod of > 

o>lk’ai:u<’s Isilli Mil hill and outsidi' (Ik* humiliatwiii. is ol mi usr (o the stair or , 

'•lair lU pctiA*,’’ l( rmijins u» be* srrn ! 

’IIk* vrr\ ssmic prii|Ji' W'bo hnd wlH*tbi>i’ his exoneration bv the ixmfh i 

tMlnmi'tl Iks nrtkin of rrliisin^ III will rvetilunly wrnk oul in hanuita's 

hlr to I he* rxin •nil'll s onlv Iasi war ad* favour pcNUically nHHii;h he h.is stren^- 

now crilinsin^ him. Said lAara Iheind his po«iltKii> us an Ak:i)i Hal 

IHm'si, srcTclary of ihr lAjiiiat) feadei. IJh* jupek'v Sinifh TaKvandi- 

*>l .t1 e Hinril«tf c h<* Cl *f. *'( U* luil (dkrii d (Valuish Sm^ 4 ) LkiddI *( Imi I ihii Si i i^Ii 

ixmiviliy (k'lltninu in ari'cpi ihr T(diia*l)aj shan Singh Kagi liique is 

mamliU i 4 iIh* Tivr Ir.id pmsis Iasi going frian siiingth to $trcn 0 h. Wiih 

vt*a( hui hr hits iMiw hoiked to die die Ceiilre kri^ting its options ntx*ii. 

hmd.iiik*nt.ittsis.*’ 'Ilk* CI'I k'adi*r ulv* only lime Hill led whetl>er IfanutIa can 

frli 1 1 Ml (hi* 1 1*1111 r w.iM lo hkniH* f«ir establish himself its a power I'cnlre in 

Kirrvitrs |riigh( sanci* n was (hi* g<ikx*m* I'unkih'^ ixililk’a! imhrojidKi. 

itk iil dhil Icfil disiuiss<'(t his iniiustrv. As iVRa 8 hwma/Chww%»rA and IHtu 

loi K-igi. iKsisi soundiv cnlk'iMrd Iwm Icir **fkyO»IW 

* ‘'mmmt iik 77 oK»De» iM 




Differing to agree 


.. 


The CPKMy.s conference 
underplays the differences 
between genera! secretary 
Namhoodiripad and tts state 
unit 


Kims tif C'rMiles 

aa HOti I'rcniirt ^iiiv hi 
Aidva ihe iibiguitMUK 
Amlussitdor, w<’r»* ink'd 
iMtSMk' iIh* Nill l^hi St;i 
(hum in cukuttrf iluiiitM 
the fiHir*iJ.iy M'ssiiki 
Uie Ci*KM/s i()lh st.iU I'lMift'irik i'fk'M 
bftwern iUnd 7 IVv<'n>N*i IV ^.lH^ «i 
Ihi' Hrig.idi* I'^racV m ribiik 

ihr end nf ilk* si'»'«k>ii 7 lk\rnih%'r. 
Uk» was An i.'xtniviihtMri: affair mhJ as 
fiishHHwblv art in-(J Marmsi ikk** 5 «i'> 
St reamed in, few I’lAiJd liavi Hk'nirid'il 
iIh* niirv.iiMrjtn duvv-iuriN' whmn iIh* 
party Ivjs alwnvs vlanncci lo niiu'V'iir. 
And like the new-huiiHl nfUmiui* nl Ihi’ 
Oekipifes, the (onfeitnhv alv wiiix v* 
sed a Hlnfi in einrhasi> m iSh* ntifiiie >4 
im lonictUs. party )m'n 1 hl’r^ loikcn 
tiatednnevoJviPkr^^V^ (uniist Ifw Kajiv 
<i:indhi regiiiu* at tlx* Centre 

The mnat e)gx»r 1 ;iiil fi'Alure ii| ifie 
se^ainii, howevei, was the tH'hiiwhOk* 
seem? friiimn bet ween Ifn* slate |j.i:iv 
unit and tlx* Cl’IiMj «eiu r ;0 s* ireliiiv. 
K. M. S. N amlxid; i iiwid. ' I f k* v eleraii 
Marxist, in u niajiM devjalKfi frtxx the 
CI*l(M>’s y i>r Ctagness btishiiw. 
issued a ilean rhil le Kaav {laiKHiV 
pro SiJViel forei^ |H»lky mid save a laU 
to oTKainse a wurkJ peare nii»vei)K*iif 

lo^jelhi'r With iIk‘ Conif’*'a5>lft. U was 

ivH enouhlh. said NamlxKvIiriiuid. hx thi* 
CI‘I(M) to expose Oie Gmifiess* tor 
nj|>(' ways but i( should lav rrairt' enipti 
asis on fddthnK RK^inst a soverTvneni 
wfik'h ad<tpled ' anlep^ipk* pc*hcies’‘. As 
for the Marxtsts* r«Je m iirmiiiu aQ 
"democratK a/Kf secular” forces of the 
country, Namlxiudinpad admitted that to 
achieve such a "unity” was mrt an easy 
task. He also quesiumed ilie aire«rHy of 
some Oppoi^Knt jiarti€». 

All (his, no doubt, ervaled 
tremendouH confusion wilfim the stale 
unit nf the party whkh has all ^Umn 
adopted a 'Kajiv stand. But rxA Ua 
ionK, The state imii's general secreUry 
Saroj Mukheryco cixintered by adopting 
a louxh fine and catcKonrally stated ilmt 
there was no way that the CHtM) m 
West Bensal rouU rooperaic with the 
Congress m the peace moveineiii. ”((is 


simply enpoNsibh'.'’ Mukhi*r>(s mmI and 
asst'fltxi tkit the parly wouIq make an 
”ill‘OUt ellixl loousi Kjipv .iandhi" m 
tfk* ni*x( ek*iluHis. A dri>:usiefl Nam 
hi aidinpad k’N Cak utla. refiisrije to ewit 
nttciHl tfk' raNy. 

B/r kaividive. thi' mht'r |«iblfHiro 
cminher. was pri*M*nt and fu* 
lik'd Ifk* stale purl) iinitNlHH' HkHikdxt 
lonv 'k't'rn ifuii hi.imivkKhrifsMlkisi «mii m 
I his tank* *A iVTX*es. |mi1v soutivs feel 
ollk‘iw)« 4 ' i 1 k’) ikUiU I'ot that Ihi* 
(ks isku) in luss ;i iew]|iili«i cabl)* kx 
thi' iHistei I a K.t)i> t'.iiMihi w.is i.tkn; 
iHiiv aftei NAmth*idiii]i.Hr> speedi 


numsiers of "other constituent paities" 
wxfe vmlahnK I be "fKffins of c<»llerlive 
respnnsihihtv”. The resoluliuii also 
castvxi(*d I he Left Kr<intV niiiuM iKiri 
irrs fiH ' intciifionally nixlikmin^ tht* 
Cf^KMi" wlui'h wjs a reference to llw 
IMUHkn.tf ek*«'ikins when there wax ;( 
viriuki liee fnr-all amon^ the fionr« 
pal I iM'r> 

Hk-re W.IS aisiisonie rksci'nlenl over 
I Ik* niaitiMi in which iht' ih'w state 
LSHiinulti'e w.'k'^ "i’h'Cled". Whih* fKf 
I ruiiM's have mi far tx'<*n anrKiunved hy 
I iIh* "offHi.ll paniH" I he ixiivuuink will Iw 
I I o oiried tiler The leniierKhip. howev* 
ef. disti gatiled flk* view's ol a suction of 
tlk' ikvseiitiii^ nknulwi:; .ind issued a 
whtptlut ifk'deiisirmoftlH' ofliciHl panel 
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Th* CntH> rOTf at 9w P«r«0t 

BTounde n*kn>y rvfmut; (kiMI) 

C M.S Nwnbootfirlpetf 

AiX'xdiiiht in ttkin. ilk' <*afi would de* 
finiliHv hasv an mipm*! on the paiiy 
4«A'enl«(>n schechded tu fie held m I n 
laodruRi. But surpnsmidv. the rcsnki 
•u»t was not passed. Ki'.euHV the prop* 
l^r^ feh llul such sui "hjiu KMS” 
f)rnp<»sal mav no! be <M*i<*plaH(' to all 
Mores A IT. It was best (u undiTplay (he 
difleieikcs vvHhin I be piirlv. 

(luMiKh X luef ninikliT j>'oti Hasu and 
MukfKTjee Idler tried to convince 
iiH'xIiapersoRs that (here were imi 'W> 
lereiKes* amunft parly members, tlss 
aTKumi'ni did not find many lakers. 

'Pwo other si)*mficanl resukitkios pas* 
>ed at iIk' state cunvenlion related to 
ihe propcMcd anli-comiption drive in 
party circk's and the scathing mdkiincnt 
of two coiistilueni parties of the |.eft 
kroni* Ihe KSf' and Korward HkK. 
Ha.su, m what was undemaNy » refer* 
urice to the mfanvAK KrtijEal Lamp 
coAiroveray. remarked that "aomc" 



bs* accepted as final, h Nvas jyiti Hasu 
who finaiv settled Ihe issue in no 
uncertain terms. He declared that those 
who did not asret* with the party's 
pobdes were free 1o leave it and join any 
<it the (dher "revolutionary parties''. 
TlKMiifh the statemcfii s|ieaks volumes 
for the CPKMl's inner-partv dennicfacy, 
the issue was settled once and fur all. 
OabiahU ShMIwhwra/CafniMe 
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And now, real estate 



Ra ni a k ri.sli/m ih w 

rrnhrrtilcil in u In’sh 
cmitroversv ovt'r On* 
iinilvrhund suh’ nf inimv 
firopvrtv 

K.iihHkri*>hn.i 
.iKaii uilh \uis 

.1 tjfH*. 

(hily months aMt*r his 
' Oc’^inrtiirc 
triMit I Ik- s«';d nl |ir>wvr 
Ihc phonv* 
ta|)|imu llu' InrrrK'i iNm I nimiS' 

ter IS to he iMVttIvefI in it 

iliihKius hiinl ilr.kl i)mI Ih* \u¥.) sirw’k with 
(he lai>.vsi immuliHHirers m Ilk* 

SUUS lilt Kh4Klf1>v HW* Nl'dt'V 

< limit’s uKTimr'H ed with the 1*70 
|H’u|ilr AkiUIiuii CovfOliiatMHi 0>nuitit< 

Hr ivli asinii :• '» ncs %i( (UiCU- 

11 mils I IS piiKil nf Hi'ipk's (ihctfi't) in* 
vt'lvrliH’ill in the uii<Utharvls:ik 'd pniik' 
liiiKl, valued at Ns Hf> a tires. Hi ilv 
Ikjuur hiiMHis AmnlHT s«*l of d» uinents 
was reli*ase.l hy lU* 

I'AU whiih dealt 
with (he suk* ol 
iinriilK'i Ns ^renurt' 
pint. TIh* c'<immitur 
Ims alsn tiiinied five 
n| Jfni^tk'.s fcnniKirhil 
(Inn as t'hiin* 
h<il(lers in lU* 

KhcKlny llisHh 
lerief« Lul 


liiith llesck* and his arch-nvah H.O, 
lk’\e <Niwda. virn* nil luur whi*n the 
(lrH*unK*nls wtfe niack* piAilir hv Itk* 
« i >11111111 irt* (III 'i and 7 Itvc^nU.*!* iVapii* 
lively ’I'lHiuidi Ilk' •'iNiuiMtLr v'Uuns tvil 
lo he the **l(ilh»wt*rs id any prtlitKal 
parlv*"' and luis nnlhinK ImjI (ondenuulHKi 
!nr “(Ik* Ikifi/rs stnndal .ind alsu I he 
Iktavk (hs'ds rd llcjtde", llu* I'ACC is 
lM*lu*v«tl 111 be a front r>ri>iinis«i(M>n Inr 
(he dissklr^l tamp, 

IV n)*w scdnrtai nmied llr "Miiilhu* 
van ill lair pnaiMK(*> in bv an eiidunaii* 
SINK eptsiidv h>r iht* MesV ramp Inr 


, *11* V * * ' * 

• m.-tM** 

.* ‘ 


4 

: i 

» ♦ 9» 

> t 

p 

1 * 4 


J*1 .•«.! 


i 

'vn ' •• 

’ r . • • * 

1 

»v. *• 

■■\v' 

i 

'f 

.{<*/. li 

1.. 

I A 

*1 i 

'> 

•' 1. 

4 f* .. s.o, • 

• M . * > 1 


IX. 



s/»M* ^ If i-J.I' -Itjrj 



Rw*>ri>hi>a Mi9de; me docwnwH 
witti ni* elynaiure anotfMr iMndM 



I quite sunk* tinie to ccaiu*. Madhuvan, ii 
I 67-ai’re liarden pniperly at the hM of 
, (he pK'ture^tque Chainundi Hills in My* 
' sore. I*limited to the royal VVodeyai 
' (aniily. The jirupertv was purchased as 
• HKTKultural land fr<im SrikaiUa Duita 
Naravimharaja Wodevar, tlie Yuvraj of 
MyscHi;. m July A leKal battle 
ensued and eventually a dtuup <»f indi' 

. viduals. romprisiiiii tmivie producers, 

, land developers, a film actor tind ii 
hinner iiuimser of the royal Isni^ehold, 
iMHnaped In kiei pemiission loi the 
> OH<viT^Kin of the hind for ii>dus(ri;il 
purposes in Sepiemher VJM. 

On 14 Novemlier, 1984, when the 
Ifeifffe Kovemmeni was struKuliiiii fi>r 
I survival, this Kroup madi* a curious 
I upplK'atMSi to IV chief niiutsler. Plead- 
I uia (hai they hiid exhausted tlieir (liiiin* 
cud Te*«mrces in ihe k*pal hjittle, Ihev 
re<HM*sied (he chief miitister io exempt 
them from the Urban Uirkd Ct liny; Ail 
and pennil llK*m to sell thi* IhiiiI. “'riieii* 
I IS m* other nil erria live left to I he iippli* 
cauls exieirt to si'll (lie tnnd in question 
to pas off and to disrluirxe existiiii; 
luthiliiK's/' llu* letkr reixt. Tlie imnl 
di'ld, iV <i|iplicaiitM*hiimed. was «i round 
Ks lakhs 

Wilhin A we(*k, Hi'itde s<'Mt the lile to 
the (Ik'ii urban devekipinent niinisiin 
V.S Krishna Iver uruinii him to ({iiNidei 
I hi* apidivalHiri “Nyiiipalhi*tu <illv " lUil it 
Wiisim*( with leMsUiiKi* rioni the hMiit 
stHTetary I blip Katk who ciuistirnliy 
iHiUxl: ' il In sir?ini;<' lhal all IH fiersims 
who oNvn adjouuriK Linils lire I.iiiiik 
firwoH'ial haidship. The totnl niea in* 
vrdvixl IS h7 aiTi*s. 14 tniiUifs. I hi' 
spcrul [K. Mysore has not leixiried 
wlat IS tl>e excess area held bv each 
applicani. It is rw>t known whether the 
kind wuukl be usc'ful for CM’H (City 
Improviment *rru8l H«>ard) Mysore or 
for other public purposes. ." 

Krishna Iyer scni for the file and on 
IVcen^r ifranted permissKin lor the 
suk* of the luftd. 'Ihc chief minister 
,sipied wuh ihe oHnincnt; "Let it be so.” 
Bui It was fxH to be, ITie secretary id 
tlie mrnistry. A. Kavindra. objected and 
he noted on tI k* file lhal he had inspected 
the site and found that the pr<)|>erty i» a 
pari of Mysore city. *l( is a garden land 
with a nuniher of coconut I fees,.. lainar* 
md. man^u (trees), etc: an area of lf9 
acroK and H guntfis m favour of 12 
persimb has been fsot converted for 
irxhistnal purposes.” 

Kavindra s note on the fiki bmuidit to 
bghi thi' fact that not 67 acres but only 
J9 acres were mvnived. He also rectmi* 
mended that the leivemment use the 
kind fur public purpose and additional 
land be alblted Ui the horticulture de¬ 
partment. Another sufuestion was that 


•lam* liw* i«iS 
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DvM Oovrti: (• h* batilndtfN rvnWtontt 


i Ihv l.ind bt* usril liv huildm>; a resKk’ntial 
ODflipJex. H<‘ ptMided mil (M Or rfpph 
ninth Kiuld nw't'i Ihrir linbiliTrs by 
scIImi^ iIm* IhihI Iti wliK'l) Ihi^y .ve 
entitled. '‘In Myiu^re. em*h ;rr&on is 
entitled t<» Ik lid sg v.s. undvr the 

Urbnn Und CVilinji Act/’ he observed. 
’*Ai>d lund value^rv pn^irv hijdi in 
Mysnre. The reasmin lor seeking ex¬ 
emption for the r'llire land held l>v I be 
npptieams me not eonvimuig " And nn 
2;I J-'chruirv IIWB, Hiivmdra revom* 
iiu'tided that the iipfilK^ilKni "hi* re- 
lecied". 

KriHliiUk Iver again «'.illed 6ir a revH^w 
of iIk* IiJc and HavmdixV ob|etlM*ns 
were uverruk'd. <lii id M.inh. after a 
Inutnphnm retuni to the ilucl minis¬ 
tership, Hegde |)ti( Ins siipiA'urc imee 
again 1 in the fik- tH’niMth Iver'.i enmment 
that "there ik iki visible reason 1u 
I re-examnui thi* direct Km issued 141 2^ 
(leeember by the chief iiiuiister and 
niywlf', Hegde simply wrote: "I agree " 

Kul the mailer was !ar from ckised. 
Between 15 and 3(i July the swune year, 
the property was sold to the Khodays. 
C<Nr>6denlally. on -Mi July Ashwalhanar* 
ayana Kao, one of the persons involved in 
the previous deal. appM to the CM gi 
his capaaty ai> vice-president of Madhu- 
vaiu Budding Coopemtive Society Ltd 
for aUoiineni of lOU acres for residential 

sitev 

In another letter, dared 15 August. 
19H6. Kao requested that a further 71 it 
acres be allotted (o the surety over and 
above the 51 acres and 3S guntas that 
rhe CITB had given the 5.(X)0-meDiber 
WKiely. 'rhough pr<igress <« (hia ap* 
pheation is still not known, llie issue is 
likely lo be discussed threadbare m the 
coming weeks. 

PnkMwk MawadI; CMgatore 
MNe*r Cw m m 




After the deluge, starvation 


Flood relief is vei 10 reach the 
remote villages ht 
iAtkhimpitr where •/.' 

people have died of hunger 

Pqialguri IS .1 lull** iilLigr 
on I he fiaiik" ol ihv 
Bi ahiibipdi I u m the ru Kih- 
(Tn*mi»si tip A>«N:im 
f*orLi>. It IS U-feb of .ill Us 
mhrfbiintits t)nlv ink* i 4 d 
nun ha« stuvxil brlwMl if» 
"guard the land". ShiHild .myihing luif> 
pen to fum. the vilakv will imlv havr 
SoriM* diUpiikili<d huls Jiid :» (vw l■dll^ 
and ends as proof Mint IIh' vilt'igi* mH i* 
Ihriibbed with bfe. l^ipHlgun. hraever. 



s(Hfv;itMi. In sonic vili;ig(»s. iIh* iigcd 
aiKl tin* iliildien who luivc bi'fn k*(t 
iK-lund. ;ir<* surN'iving citlwr on w.iicr 
l>Lims called Aof iiK^ or the iKirk^ p( 
11 .n.iiLi luv^, And when thi'y run mit ol 
i-Kvu this, chev i.'ii gr.iss' 
<Sorunuirig.Hni, wlmh it 25 km tnun 
IIh nrarcsi Uiwn SilH|Uilii«ir. jKThnps. 
ivpirn-s iIh* Nil all Rill. S^'i'cn |K*rvons> - 
Ilk* soMiigcsi fk’ing three vcai -oUL 
SlumkaiiLMh. noh oI rongariini IVun. 
.iml Ilk' okWl. 15 vcaMilif Tiihir.im 
Lull III I 11:1 It* efu'd m I 111' Inst two 
iikHilh'. "oiil id hnngor", hnritig the 
rkHsU. (Ill*' vilAigc WVI5 lol.div cm olf .iiicl 
Nil .Unki^t IWM w<*«*ks, iIh' kx*i>^>k* won* 
iiinnHiniHl w iili m* food <m’ fxd.il^* wntci. 
WiH 10 slUI. ihry oHild not wen hoin* to 
be ri sim'd iinti* one iimii, Kinii^tu Doley. 
pHked up oiurngi* :<ik 1 sniled tn the 



A floed-KK vlllagi rn A»»«(r ei il*e mwey of en 
TH not the only viBace in As.<«ii whost' 
inh.ibHanl5 luve fVd l'h<*re are olliers 
in the piVH'fu>*al.« of Kukyan. Ssit.ingimi. 
Sisbargaiin. Muktiai and I Hiemaii ni 
l.akkaffipur ihslnrt. wlw h liaie met thi* 
'.ami' fate. The reaxm: fkaiK w'hK*h fir»l 
iav^);ed Ibe crops, desiroyed ihi* nH*n’s 
source of kvehlHMid arid swept away Uie 
hvcstock. Ihey were mA lielped i^her 
by Ihi* caBous atlitude of :i stale gov*em 
imml whose idea ul providing relK*f to 
thousands i4 slianded vilkiKefs was 
semfing wheat'paddy'most ard seeds 
when the pi*ople were dynig of starva- 
lH>n. 

iXalh has. consequmtty. nut been far 
away. Nearly 45 people haw died of 
starvation in just I^aUunipur distrKl. 
which has been the wurst'hd by the 
recent spate of floods. It's bide wonder 
that instead uf throwing away tlic 
seeds, the people haw umswned these 
m a desperate bid to Mave uif deaih by 


•p«th«tic qovarnmtm 

iK'iirest villagi* nn ;i l(k«i|konrd (Hit of 
ifir iMik of a iMmiiiii irw. 

TlKHiuh Holey'j. SOS did remh Ihe 
ears of iIk* .idmiiiiHUcitKMi. nlief came in 
I he sfu|ic i>( ineaslv food jidi kets 
coritarning fwlf a kilo of rxe fi>r every 
Mllagcf, 'This wjis lavi'ii (Bwc » week 
f(K j month or so," snid Ikdey. "Mow 
could I suHiairt mv hiiiulv nl nine on Ons 
quaiitilv.'" asked Tmigaraiu Pegu. "We 
got iHdlung else - no sail, no dil. no oil. 
ViK lw(i or three days a wi'ek we ate 
rx*<* and then sLirved. My youngoxi child 
wtK* was already weak became inort* and 
HH^e fi'eble and fuviliv died. We got no 
meihcal aid and the oeari-fit dcR'lin* ii in 
Sikapatlur. Mow was I to lake all the way 
through thi* water? Where was I to gel 
(Iv,* mo»*y for his IreatmciU. Ins medi- 
( ines?" he UnH'nt(*(i 

Pegu. Mic Ml inanv (ilhers whose 
iMily Murce of livc*bhi>od, is farming is 
toially {k'pendent on hiv relatives who 
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aiiMKM iiikKhU’ltt'i •M wIki 

rMiW h»i|K‘ (o fish .ifKl i .ir» .1 Ww 
iin' sullt-nn*,' Mh nimh Mtr nuuAv lo 
Uk' uImmiim’ I h <•'.! •«' whhli 

liHs iiltHikitl rMIrn ii* ifN iK’s itt h''h a* 
As^a^l, IhiN avrruH* Ui>» h.iN IxmiliiM'd 
Un as rlirii’ I' iu> ilmtiial I«h tisb. 

’Mir •l{|t>l|lllsliaII(HI. (tKllsl*. 

r<i i^iiorr ilv <t( .rihs ijiiiil ilh' All Ass^itn 

TnKil SuMh'fUs I'lMon :iii 

iit!lii)iik: irM Ilk tdAH'' .hhI 
iMlrn sis i»| tlir jilaiiis inlul'^. nnsiil iht' 
issue kii ilu' j<" ii\ pre •> TIk* t;<*\ mMiK irt 
vv.is liirtt ^niii|H’lk’cl |rr,u tIk* 

l;kt Mm) tH’ti|ilr were living bur tlk'>si’ 
ikMilis u<'rt' (lisiiussefl as "iHiniwI 
iiuiiiiriUt’s raiisul l»y vaikius dis 
rases’ As (he suh ••irk ri 

k(vil), K.l. iHiwnrali. |Hir il. uiii o| tlk' 
*cliM*asr*s" 11 lav lx* ’Vverr rl\s,n(fi^ 

bv eallUK (■astjfkd lisli". Hm* 

vilhi^t^rs, Ikrwever, ikrix' ibis .iiirl s.iy 
(hat Ilu V shxnMui uMisuiuinu hsii s^irin 
iifU ‘1 llic ”Whv sIhiuM vhlun> 

lauly ward hi kill o.iisclves'" aske<l<>m’ 
<if 11 in Ik 

lluwriiak w’hii Ui'« rua vei vistierl iIh' 
iiflrt'lnl areas, <knk*<J iluit thi sr 
weir nmsrdhv»larv;dHMi. “(Uit im AHal 

offuei lias prunoutHt'd ilkd in to 

du’ in ibis way, u fk^csori Ivis hi » 
limunisly siarvr lor iwuiiKHiihs \hn wk 
liiivr Urn irruvidin^ relM retniiulv s«i 
IkiiW IS lliis |Kis'ikl>i4*^' liut (Ik* vtn<ipts 
luive a rliTIncnl sU»ry 1i» tell. 11 is the 
A ATS 11, tlH^yi'laim, wliK'hlMsiakinilK* 
iiiiliatiYi' and s«*l up relic! in 

SfliipailMi. Sjiul Jhuktaiialb KuniiihariK. 
(he iii>t,uasiii« seiteUiiv, *Wr iavi\<‘<1 
IV 1 help wliai sirvcr Irnni Ok* adimmsh a* 
III >11 (lespiu* lepeaU^d r<'<|iJi’S(s " In* 
Hload. i( was iIk* mui h (luthtmed Mar- 
wan < tHiiuium(\ wIikIi laiir ht like'll aid 
l>\ U ecliMy: |K<»|)lc liT three days It was 
uniy after Ou' AA'I'Sll slj^d a (tthinh} m 
friwii el tlx* siKTs ofliev ilui tlx- r)iirh«it 
itii's li's]Kindl'd and set up laikifis Hut 
llh'sc iiKi li'kli'd up withm a wirk. 

The SI HI Slated tivit an amouni U Ks 
2S> kikhs bad Urn siirKtHMM'd by ihc 
Centre fiH* vnipIgviiH'ni atxJ 'lund l<n 
wurk' s«.bcnK‘s and tbal wiirkers xrcie 
bt-iiky* paid i\ inininium wa»je iil Ks 17 lix 
I be work iIh’V dwi HoweM*r. only a 
liandlul Slid tlnit thi'v u'er«* absutlH^ lu 
sueb sclit'incs and even thiMi Ihi'ir 
diUlv w:i|!c wvis ixilv Ks IHIk'T 

reiiel ineasurrs 4oo exist bur nrdv on 
paper. 'I'lirs* inrluiie the rek'HSC ol 
l.iMMi v^utnlols (rl paddy serds lor m>wiii>' 
and traelors lor lo Ihubc wixi 

will be able to purebast' dk'si l Hesidi'S. 
there is the kTanl tif Ks I.INXI for all 
tlk>se wlkkbe bout's wt*re w’ashed awjv 
in tiK* (IihhIs. Hut til wIkiI um‘ are smlk 
louH term M'lK'inea when l\k' people are 
dvinfl ul huryjei' 

NtdWk* 9tamn9*hmiO«wsM1 


Dalliance over alliances 


White the Cffttfircss(l) 
/tilh’Hhiihes Jmuiki ttrut 
sfayaMitfur r/<'r#V/<* to it 
otone in the ptfUs 

I'ott fevir las pnpped (be 

pidilKal iMrlied m Mad¬ 
ias. Kui like m e lor poyv* 
ei Ixis mure lo do with 
sirduny; wiimiiiK loinbina- 
lions espeeially when 
(here are as tnany Im- 
lions ami iMflrs iiiv(4ved ax m I’amil 
NmIu. (>1 muTM*. IIh* CunHressih has 


wikde process miKht a[>pt'Sir. tlk senior 
paiiy memhers Iwd insirucied the couii- 
eil meinhers on (he 'MadamV ptnnl ol 
view to en>uie (hut I be bAlkit did not 
(brow up any unwanted sunirises. And. 
of c iiurse, Ilk cuutkil members did leave 
n 111 jayalalnha to laki' the Tinnl dec ision 
1:1 like be«! interests ol ibe iwnv, Not 
(Kx* to hide bet true freelinus for lon>! 
Jayaialillu did Tell her party members 
that llkt inrty conk I no lonpei tolerate 
thedilly-dkllyifU!!)! ihe C unpresstl). It is 
her conicdiHm lUd Ilu Ompn ssd) 
Ikopes to trrab inosi ol ibo m'XIs by 
thrustinM U> eWrlcinl p^Kt on her at the 
last nxknkeni. 

h’nr a short wluk, the Conuress had 




/ 
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JeMkI Kamactrenfreri 9 fe«ki her euppo rtf ■: «wioy»d wrttfi ttie C m ipeK (0 


le.iliirisl jiroiiKiH'nlJy m I his talk of 
eietlorai aUwiK'es but the impi»runt 
(fueslam ls will tin' Cony!ross(Jr join 
linikds with thi'Jayabhlha fnilkor oi the 
Janxki tDuii|) ol tin- AJAItMK? 

I HkVKiuslw this cpirsiiiin lu> ^$u been 
tomkentffi^’ Javalahiha as it be<*anx‘ en- 
deTil rvccikily ()i> 8 Iknemher, nt the 

DKvdn^ <jf MHiie HI HI nxikihi'rs of the 
h^'iK'ral couHnL cydohiyleil sheids ut a 
<|uestHamaue were ilisinhuled omonK 
tikun. ’Hk'y contained thfiv qui’stkins: 

• Must we tonn an afarkv with Ihe 
A’lXkKresstlJ or can we ri^ht the eteelims 
on OUT own? 

« 11 w«* nMi>t abfin with the Cungivs&tU. 
w'h;il sIxHjkl be the* formula for sharing 
ihr M*als? 

• Full aullkority is piyrn lo the general 
MH'reiarv hi deisde on ihe alum e issw.*. 

AKWiist (*a(h of these. Ihen* were I wo 
bull' boxes lo tk'noCv a 'Yes* or a 'No*. 
And the verdkl was: JayaUliu ahuuM 0o 
It alone. Hui denMicrahc thouf^ (he 


swrveded in hi xxJ winking lx ah the 
AIAllMK fartxms alxiut the approaches 
benu! mark' to the other. Itui then (he 
two ladies Cauxbt on to the Congress 
liPinKr and screamed foul. 1’he Congress 
leaders, however, maintain that they do 
not neixi lu strike alliances with anyrute 
suice the seven trips by llte I’nme 
Minister iu the state amply indicated 
tital (he peopk* w«xikJ vole for the 
Con>!ress. 

Hut apparently, the Congress’ moves 
hjve only anrir>yed both the ladies who 
iire iiuw unwilling to ally tliemseives 
with the part). Wltdcjanaki Kamaclum- 

drun keeps rcrraikdmg uudiencef^ nl her 
rallies about how she was slabbed in the 
haiit by the Congress, Jayalalitha tiM>has 
launched a tirade against Ihe Congress¬ 
men. ”l1key shuuU nol assunH* ilut they 
can exert pressure <« us thruugh then 
muney and government power Wc shall 
nm be cowH down by such uulKs." she 
tells her supoorters. 



M<irtovtr. iIk* OkwwIi h-i< ;ill [ 
;iU>nk: .vni^'d indulxniks in ilin% 

pohiK'kinK. Wlwn lour'^‘mi>i pnru Iuik- ' 
I (i(>n^ne> l}ir J^vablnlu I.hIhq) k’d 1 >v 
S. Thiruit^ivukiini^ii \v^Qi«*d out. slu* 
olciunt'd tikit il wvts {\h- ulM h 

wns behind Ik* iimivv. (KuivniK. thv 
KTcHip (if four rc^HiM'd tlH> J.ivaUktlu < 

faction clatn^u^K Ibat mh AbHlam' a.I'. j 
CH}Mbtr of rioti’jriiiu K.irun<uiullu «ukl (Ih> | 
DMK). 

Mt'^inwhllv. thcTf lias vwn hi i-n a 
suA^'Klum that iliu Iao .iivh nv.ik 
J:inak\ and Jayalalitha. shouki jinn ktiwK 
for ibc* t'ks.'fions As '«k' J.n.iUlitlki .mio 
ptnnied oul. "Why shoukJ ac '** 
|KT cvnL ur the HtUs lo ifk* C'mKTfssili 

arid make (*.K Mooii.mi:ii tW 

iiiiniHU'rr' Instead wi niikdit thiasli <nu 
our dilfiTom^es aiiIi Jan.ikKinaiu and 
nierKe ibe two AIADMK In 



MfWnh» irwi 1»lM 


thal case, we can also «*-* !sxk Ml»K s 
poll symbol. And airuijon’v of lair i.idn s 
would love such a tner^T." 

Kven if Jayalaiiibii is anKmaltk* 1 o rlx* 
idea, ianaki is ikiI and sIk* disntissed tW 
merRtT prosptcls as ithtc mccUa sjie- 
culHtiun. javalalitla's beulenunts mKH- 
again alk'grtl ihal iL was K.M. V.tTa|> 
pan who whs the ruaoi stuniWmg hkn-h lu 
(hen unity iisives. Veerappan, iIm' 
olher hand, retort cmJ llw( Mt»K hiinstd! 
had ntJt pe rmit led the two wmnen t<» 
share (he r^nie plat form as Ik' Win well 
aware of the differences hciweeii them, 
and added, "M<»w can (wo ^wo^d^ l>e (».il 
mt<i om: shcDth?" 

So, for the present at k'asi. iJx* Iwr 
important politnal gMups ibe Cem- 
KTCRS. DMK. and (he iws* AIADMK - 
are going (heir separaie wa>s. (lisvn llw 
fickle-minded ways <>< iioliinwnu. 
however, alhaiKes vaniari be i«^allv 
ruled out. 

N. tMgWM 94ngluMedr«« 
tgw>*T . 1 -^ k«w 


NEWS 


Caught on the wrong foot 



The fuiluv \ credihihtv is itt 
ttn ail time hnv leith the iiire\t 
iff an innoeent vtnah 

Uw Hai.w jabiX' Utev 
,ind PHil u|s> g<i togetlMT 
S» It wj> isH Mii|>nsing 
wlun a wxx-k allei iii> 
mnha .wlm veimml’* of 
naMang an .sfli'Ui'd letiiH*- 

ISl. |1 was 

ti'ving tc> figuie iuii wU’iv il kal >*<mh' 
WTiHig. I'he Ir.iei ol rvx nts lit«g.m <hi 11 
Niivtmtliin wluni (la* arir^ted .1 

!- ‘ ■ 

On 14 NovemiMr th# 
police erreeted 
Amarjeet Singh Sohi« 
who they claimed wee 
a dreaded terrorlet. 
But a week later pride 
gave way to 
embarrassment when 
doubts about the 
police’s claims 
surfaced 


* Untonsl he did h.m* links wiih nimiu* 
extrennsl groups incliHhiig Ih*' Ikihhai 
Khalsii. 'llH’y even s;ik1 Ihal Snlu h.id 
Usm training ox tie'll lists iii Jclcin.ihacl in 

!h(' use of fill',mils. 

NsHl Ihv invssiile '•Urtrd iilolHItliig 

Ml tlw* si.ili'gmrmnii'nt lo rvlcas 4 ' Sohi 
.is lU'ft was not sill III k ill c'viriviu i* 
agiiuist him (it>)>osition k.ntei'K loo iijol 
III Oft ilv* rii '1 and di'iiMiuk-d (hurshrs 
UMiiin,il l«M hi.iwfiiig ,111 mn«Hem Mmdi 

a IviTiinsC. 

I cams fMiin tlw TiHiiiics Ihiion fur 
iVmoiralr Nights iriiDK), I'tsiplcs 
I of Civil f.ihm'tk’S (I’f ICI.), Assn* 
(laluKi dH VroiM'itim o| ] umuH’iaiic 
Kighls (AVfiH) aki convugi^d in KntnM 


vs Kith. AjiiariLX.'! S«n>dt Sohi. ici lh(' 
"NavHtali'-Rivd^*ri Ji-tkmalhid ifastmi". 
Uitvr. M il |)Tv»s cnolCTVlwi*. Ifk* direi- 
lof gi'twriil of pobi'e. J M (Aoi'slu. 
liiuiHnl llvit Sihi WHS mi Ix'l a (ctronsl 

wh<» ImH (Mi'll traiimi m Canadn 

I till .1 w*«i'k blc'i. pruk* gave wav In 
1'nih.iinissnKiH wIm'ii ckulris iifioui ifH* 
IM'b'c's claims burfacxil. (tftkuls irf 
several i^ganfMlmris in l*ufi|ah si'tit 
Idlers of prolesl. telegrams and 
nirmor.indiiiiis urging tiH* liiluv govc'ni- 
merit l<r uimH’diak'K* rek'xse the voutH. 
WIhSc- ilk' polkc msislt'd l(ut Sohi was 

inerted (o the l*artv Unity group of 
th«' C 1*1 (Ml. ibi' iHHrfeiu k.'tters claimed 
Ihal Sohi had been aHscxiati'd with the 
frKtuilnl)i Kendra, I’uniab Sahitya S^>ha 
:ind dhcT progressive and ddoueraiv* 
fxgaiusHtHinr m Caruida an well .is m 
lAin^ab. 

And 3.^ (he kdlers pewred mv the 
piJae iltfngi<d ilteir vi'rsion m the 
s«gv- l cliiimed thal after mU'ir*!* 
gating Sohi ihev had amved at ihe 
cemdusKA that lliough tM* wak i*A a 



to uivx'SiigiiU' into Sohi’s .irrc'si niul l)k' 

v, *didiiy o! the Util’s claims According 
li»lhe I’IU>K learn, Si hi is llie i<Miven<.T 
'if thi- Camula Wised I’uniabi Suliitya 
Siihlui. lie luts ht'cn as>o('iatcil with ihc 
Amrilsar Sch<H>l ol Drama during h>s 
SIX -iiw mt h slay la (hc' ci Hint c y 1' pi hiK dl 
IKit 

Wuh this uM'ideiil, ibe Kihar |M»lice 
fotie’s moiale has Iciiiilied rock 
IkHloni. Only recenily, Ow llnitm luaiic 
iiiinbter, Ifvila Siiigli, bid declart'd in 
ParliaiiH'nl tlial live |>olM*e fori e dlonc 

w. is rM>i eiMHi^di to contain eKlrenuKiii 111 
rural liiliar. And perliaps. in .1 lad to 
prove the Ihinie mini sic r wioiig, the 
police nabbed Sohi even (x'fore ihey 
cixild estahlisli Ins cri'denlials. 

Ilie iMkice and iilher secuiity aguH' 
iXfs ar<' now trying to solve llic “Sohi 
mystery” though they agree tlmt dub* 
hing him s lerronsi had lH*en an error. 
Kut the mistake has definitely cohl the 
lldurpoke a great deal: its credibility w 
now afanosi non-t'xrhiciii. 

FaIzOT 


AT 





Stnu^^/vr.s (irv riper at inf* a 
thriving hif\ine\ \ in 
fiernslfine^ in nvstern 
Orisui 

lilt' Klillrllhk! 

.iTivnlrn ••{ hnnuKi»k jrR] 
IIhii^ KnnK Mki\ svtiU 
sm/tM .ijMil u> iIk 
N ttNU’ Vt 

ch<(iH I Hui It 
ilHIr (li<l( itt iIm’ 

jrllMinW .lll'l S{M)I [Ml'HlU* llvil 

lIU'V >Uu ti) tia' 'Ml l<M IIH JhIv 

cihl M)i I In* ixti'IimIIv |i>rvu IV'^^liHkcn 
(lisiriii'i I'l v^cstr.ii Diiw ;ir(' thIi in 
jivnisifirii’ r!i iKJN'Fs .tml tin ^M^km ^)r\^ 
i-i^vivii Alluailiik III |)lu’nk;Mi.il haJ 

K<iUi.iii<li luis SH’kU’t! 'MrfiH iH iIm’ nviM 
'p.ii kliii>; iiit.ivs Iff iMtritHi'* nnri vnU' 
|M c'i Hi^ 'tonrs niliii<liii>! t’iiH*r.iMs 

iiihii's s.i|»|)hiir<. unnirt^, ^Mjiuinur 
»)<■>. (jlMII/, I'U' Ullt t'k’ TH Ir’M ik’> 
IniM Uvik Ml tih* 

.jllMilklMI ll•hll.ltnMKMlll Slll.ni.»ll oJ 

KMl.iluiiirliilKiiui .ind, iiuir uivj»iK\ in 
]kMlt|}], Ilklll^MIII (1 i>UkI. 

'hir iImovoIX til IIh' >(rMi*U4R*s. 
n<iiur<illv, lui< .itii.ii iml >nm>!>{k M aixt 
<||>U(M s ol .ill lmr^ In tik’ ihsliH'is. Wink* 
(III* iill.ik'i'i s. iiH)Nil\ iiiIkiIv (lii* •<imI piin 

liii iIk' sIhik"* »iihI ;»ri' .. sumx 

fill (hill LilxMiis, (lu* h.i'k i' mimI lh**n 
lindilk inrn luivr IninkHl.i ii<hl"l<it It.kk* 
i'li;itMM*r' tfuoiiijh wliH'h (Ik* 
vnil In J. Ill Mil fur ’piiMt sNin>;" .ml ilkii 
<k*''|).)U’hrO 1(> (Ik* VMH'lil liuiki*t, is|k*> 
ri.illv to lkini;k(^ ;iml IkwiKkoti^; 

TIk' ti.Hlris ;mmI lU'ir mKlrltrnH*h t*\i'n 
Uivr thrir oM'n '•(ViintN hi*lMit> to iikhii* 
toi iht‘ dic;sin>j opcr^ltoin^ And dc'bpiie 
lilt' hi t tliai iht' ijovemment !•* Awatv vt 

tht* }{()in^H on. It st^niA gnwillinK tv 

brmtf tht* law olfendvrb lo book. In 

fik’l. Iht' UOVOllMIICUl In V«*I 111 Mnil 

with li*ifisl.>lKMi 1(1 pndiibil <*Mnu'(Mui. 

|)«>sst*'<sioti, l^lrll•l>^^ [)nK’i*ssin>! ;ind 
Ir.itiinK ol iIk* p^t'CM»t^ anik*)al> iliiit art* 
litlorotf Ml tin* iiNt* (itsU'Htsol Kakiliaikli. 
HoIfiMKii, H.Miib.itpiir, I'hiilh.Mii <iihI 
i)ht*tikaikil. 

And rvtii :i\ ik* stnu^Kkr'* iH’t a wav 
by iiiakiau Iiiiki* pi i dlls ih<* iiMn'i^rn' 
niHilV lYrvciition id Tfvft. Smuujthiif! 
and <itht*r unl.iwfiil nctivitk^ M. IW, 
IN still p(Muln)i{ bcloK* a sHt i (i oninuUw 
ol (III* si .III* Assi'iikbly. TIk' iiiaiMitinK 
(liio(*loi ni Iht* >Uitt* <m'iK*d Uri^tsa Mm* 


IMIlC < 


% >R| il iMllK Ukil, 

III I:m*i, wIhIi* I he Miiu>u>ki^ uu 
^*ltiiii' aw:<N With the kHH. iIh* <J\k 
wluih *<iarivil rificralHn'. .i}^*, 

lui% l.iik'il In loTiH’r tnt'ii :• soIj^miUimI 
slikiroi I In* i!4 *11 isle MU'S lh.il .iiv |kiniH*d 
*rik' (•MJlOf.ltHiri IlIs VKIIJ.iHv 
IN irikisjnu atu*i n Nium rUd in 

s(*llinK k**'S ilun Ks In liddis Hi>rth ol 
U>*nisl<Kii*'. anti lolkviinu '••iiih* iiMiri' 
slink v.tliHcl ;il aiNHil Ks .'iii Liklis 'Hu* 

OMC. I)a> Ik>|h*>. will Ir* aide* lo uiii:. <i 
h H kIh di I HI 1 Ik* si mi wk*i s (k m i iii laU tl 
trndt' ‘Mki' ackviualt' laws kiw lk<rn 
t*iVHli*tl lo t’urh Mniif<fdinu ol >l<irk's 


^ - n 








A p*nH fo* 0 Hm*tenM 

So. undc'r iht' iwunisiaiK’i's, ihc 
OMCV md> i If A ton. il st'c'iiis. is to 
nilo pa]li.cislii(> w ith oiii* (d tlu* exp(*n- 
hnns <it*alinK a ininciaJs lUil 
lion* Uki. iLs iinifMisiil of .i fonM wniiirc 

|ir(if(*t 1 with Iwo UisuK*ssiiii'n onehmn 

|ioiTih.i> and niHrflKi lioni iai)iur lias 
his*n ho^s^ (k'wn m .< lH*r«:i* (imi* 
ln>vi*rs>. Apparc'iitly. reitimt* idficials 
halt' Iktii tiA'kini* tiowti (mk* id iht' iwsi 
hiisi(i*><KinK*i» lor nlk‘>£(-tJ oitMWHiik’ oCi 
tiHcs and liavr t’ltuiionrd tlk* i^n eni* 
iik’iil a^ist sinking tknils willi him. 
And so. iIm’ sl.ik’iii.ilc (cinliniK's whik* 
iH*arly iHi.idii d^uiLTh <*(riIiimh* to woik 
in iht* ntosi a|jponint.'(rMHlifkMis aitd tM:ii 
waives whkh (ki noi even <'(n*t*r iik* 
valiu* (»l ihc iKiVRiuit Stunt'S. 


Trihuls al/ef(e that 
^overnmenl oflu'iah have 
< heaivthheni oj their oivn 
hnuf h\ tatnperiftf* w ith 
record hooks 

11 IS iMilv dk* vtTv luavt* 
or tlu wrv loolish wfio 
w'Mukl daa* lu provoke » 
iiihjil III tk* hasPir rv 
> 2 hmj Wiiilo 11 Id Well 

known (lut tlH*'4* irilials 
iliink iiodunu oi killing 
tiH'ir foes. Udie.idioK Iheni ..i.d then 
inanhinfi lo the neaiesi |>olui' station 
wiih IIh* disiiutnheied head (o rt*|>ort 
llie tinm*. tlir Madhva I’l.idesli iiowm* 
nieni M*eins lo liave rijiu i^iiided llu'ir 
VHdeiU li.Ml** And (he (riluils aic il(»w a 
veiv.idKiv kil. Wlial haspiovokvd ilieni 
(Iik dim k the l.ivt tlbit in (he lepord 
liooks. ilk* ittiMmnieiit otfiruiK have 
lisu*d ihe |dots of bud that nelitlitllv 
l■*kMl>t lo ilx' tnlMls under the nnrm's of 
otlk'rs. Now*, l.iivd with ev.ii<uai((»n due 
lot Ik* ori^tMn>!woik lor the Indira Ilydel 
iTojeii. ilu' tnhiils are ilireiitenin^ lo 
amt ale. 

As lar iMtk as in dHi!! ri*!. ihe Ihisi.ir 
tlrstdi’t .idiiMmsimiion had diieded a 
and sun'ev lo lx* lanied out in ihi- ^4 
s'dlai^ sol li.intewada/t'hsr/ Tliesurv(*y 
teams visited Ilk* vdla^^.'s and left. Wink' 
iisisl of ilk* illUils ipnoied (lie oKiii.ils 
son ft* ol t>K*ni sliiew'div exiunded their 
Ixispitalilv .ind piled (iu*ni with IihkI and 
(Innk. Iliis hospitalilv wa^ paid Inu k hy 
the (druviK and lo iIk* disniHy ol (lie 
irtliers It was dis**ovrred dial only the 
luiiH's ol some tntxils Iwd fH*en entered 
in thi' ^toveriuiK'nl IxhAs as tlie le^al 
owners ol Iheir Und As lor the rest, 
Ilieir rwimes did noi leatUK anywhere in 
ihc lMM>ks and their pints were shown 
^ilIxT tfAernmeiil pro|»eriy or as the 
property ol some other people. 

'ITie tnhals aiiproached Ihc cnmeriH'd 
>*(>veminciit otticials and pieseiiled Uxir 
OAse*l>ut III vaiu. Another representation 
was made m IdTj lo (he then chief 
nunisier I'.C. Selhi. He assured them 
that he wmild look nilo the nulter hui 
ev«^ though IS years have passed the 
revuikKf ol reairds have not yei begun. 
Hui with work on ilie hydel prnjecl 
('arrying on in full swing, the inhale are 
dt*i^>erale to make their visces heard. 
M.V. Khar/Aa^ 






NEWSWATCH 


Politics of persuasion 


Some Congressmen ore Je/ennined to dra^ Sonia (•a/ulhi inUf pc dines 


A 


d m the IrtimK' inuv Iwvv U on 
\Uv Dal hi>« 

rnilDW*! S al> l«* 


but Ka^iv Gnjidhj lu kivi* 

views. He h;i» iilwyys SiiKi hist lunuMirs 
(h;il Stinia Gondhi is enleiin^; |ittliiHs, 
AihI hiis fit nib IiitixhI down 
rei|Uc*Mls nf LmiKTt’ssiiien thil she N* 
Allowed Ui OMiU'st the KeiHTal ek^iuHis 
Hut itesjAle tlk> Dnnw Miiuskr s 
live iitlilude, hixmiIiIkhi ii»Mtuiuc> «md 
ills puilynieii tfn nii trvmu U> Pctiu-hJc 
him. 

I'IK’ in;iDer euTiu< ii\t 

rmmilv. Hlwslwr I'jin- 

dev. '.m cK*CiMi|crr»ti(lj MLA 
from the l)o*nA ili*trki iM 
lltliir iViidesh. oi^wnwrd a 
furK'Dnri to rck'lir.He the i^nd 
birthd<iv o( Sima (raiHlS in 
Lucknow on '»Ikn ember. Kor 
tin* pa«l Dirn* yeors. I’iirnk v 
Has btrn lwdtf« rin>i Khjiv lu 
bnni; Snna min |ki|i(k> and 
riistnhuoiii; iKtniphIctsund put 
linj; up posU’is m pniisi* ol (lie 
"i^reat lady", lu fai l. Iasi ve^r 
he even sUiKi'd a hunger sinki* 
in supporl of his decnind. 

’i’hu hiiitii I’lHiuiiiind froMtwd 
upon these* ai'tivilrs, but. iin 
dauiit«*cl. r;indev tonlinued his 
CHhipiUpn Ui hruiK Shim (l.in* 
dhi t(i the iM'ople, ITjis yeai he 
has or^inised Ktalhli otj thi* 
walls ol l.irknow and otlier 
imporlAnt towns in Vi* txhisi 
inii her. tptotf At- ulhi 

fw>arf/, Snun (Gandhi ftnb'vi 
ftauMrfr" -IS a c<inimyn shifan 
that appears on nuny walls. 

Then, on 6 Decvrnbcr. the 
persistent l^ndey orpanised a 
fumlion on the iMcasinn of 
Smia Gandhi's binliday' at the 
IVadcsh CoPKTess olfKU in 
Lucknow. Chief niirNsier Na* 
rain Dull Tiwari was mviied lu 
be the chief ituest, Bui. realis- 
inii the programme would nut the 
approval of the party leadership, Tiwan 
declined the mvrtalKHu I*anck*y then 
roped in Pradesh Coru»re« preakkni 
Balram Singh Yadav to preside, by 
telling hm that the do was being orga¬ 
nised with the Pnme Mmisler’s Me^ 
sings. TTw unsuspecting Balram Snigk 
bebeved Pandey without seeking ven* 


UatKin frmii Delit. Hi* atu*tided the 
him. 1 HA) .md waked ekiqut'nl jRiUt Soum 
tmiKihi. rlescryhinc lui a^ "itw gical 
will' ol a |itre;il le«Hki" 

Next itav. Soiva («.URil>i imkod ui> Dm* 
|).«p(*r> ;mhI kiw «i icpiirt o*i lk*r 'htiDiriay’ 
crk*iir.ktiiMi?i. liHiigiunl. 'die miiiknluli'lv 
rang up K.<jiv .il I'arkniM-iit llnuv* to 
IMolesi lU*. m Him. 'UiiieiwAMni StK*iti 
IhxM, niinisier of slate in efhyrge of the 
TimM* MiiH*sler*s iHlVe. and AlCCih 
U«‘iieral set*n*liin* Gliubni NaU Azad and 


asked thetn to demand an explanatton 
from the IIP Congress leaders. Who had 
given them permission to nrfQni»e a 
progruiHiie on 6 December, espeiiafly 
suKe Soma's actual date of birth is f* 
IVcember? 

A rattled Ualram Saigh Yadav ex¬ 
plained that he had been nmned liy 
Patxley into beKevmK that the program- 


Ilk* IlhI hi'fii (feared hv the p,iifv liigb 
I ihmuciimI Meanwhili*. lilwisk.ii I'.indev 
osui-d a ilelciiil >Ia(i*nieiil dial Iw would 
go «Mi cek'hiiiliug S 011.1'•» birlhday .i*< ht 
IS .1 diviple ol 1U ’ Uival l.idv . Lei 
•iiiviKk' leil iiM' iMH To ivlelirali* her 
ImiDkIav. I uiU go iilk'.id will; ivv e.ini 
|Mign tnlk’iwiM', I uill lake 
Iroiii (Mkhlks " Ik’ <;miI He even clyil* 

k’ligc’d dk' p,irli high ... Ihai 

Sonti's ImiiIkLiv um'; not imi D Ihii I> 
iM eiidK'r. 

P iiiiik'V UMV Icne l.ikeii fus pnmMile 
Soiici* (.imikiign a hit Uki lai. hul 
lliere .lie oiIkts like him wfvi heliexr I 
\\ux Srui liandh slvaild ^Mli politic*., i 
Ilk* first to r.o*u* lliis <li*in.iiKl were hn nl 
C<Hi«ress<m'n oi Koe U.neli ilKirKt. 
Hllei Dm* expiitsKHi of Anui Nehru ftoiil 
tlK* jianv Hh’V U*i*l Dull sime Ariin 
Nehru is no hjiiyi i in the Coiigie^f. 
hwtii.a tkinrlbrs ob) loiistiiniinv should 
flow lie repiest*nu*d hv siiine other 
iiH’iiiher ol Du* Nehiii huiuiv anci wlw» 
fk'tler than K.i|u <ii Shim tiaiidiu to 
ix-|Akv Arun Nehru .i** Kin- liareh's Ml';' 

If Kn^iv w.is giHiig tn conic al the K.ie 
iliieh 'H’.il ill the next G»k Siblia 
i*k*<tMKiH. iIh'Y reasotK'fl. then Smia 
iViuM sI,iikI fttmi A met III 

Wiih Dus eml in view, IinhI |xirt> ' 
luiH tMniark's gave Smim a very warm 
Wi’koiiH’ duniig luT III si visii to Kae 
Karek uiwl Anietlii .ilorig wuli her huK- 
kind. I'osiers of her wcTe -strung up all 
over the pliu't* hihI h IU) menilk^r de¬ 
legation. iiklucJiuu bi>nk fu.iinuklis <liid 
villagt' fM,Htfi.in.^ reijueslcnl the I’tiiiU! 
Minister to elkMrwf Sonei (idiklhi ks die 
Congress carvlidate f<ir Die Lok Sahlui 
dei'iemb. Kui Kajiv turned rkiwn I heir 
propciul, saying, ".Swiib kri kyvm r.ijneeri 
r»cWJ gfw.Kee’t ohe h*e‘' tWhy are yiu 
dragging Sfinia into (xilitics/). 

Speeulalton aixml wfiether Soma wifi 
jmn politics or noi has f>i*en fuelled liy 
her activities in lier husband's const I- 
luency’ She and I’nyanka reguiarly visit 
the vilLiKes. OisiiilxiiKig Uankeis and 
medicines and asking after Dk* wi'Hareof 
the vdlagers. Despite Rajiv setrtihmg 
-^uch rumuurs time and again, they keep 
niaking the rounds. Perhaps, this is 
because it is so hard to Ik*1ii'Vc dial 
there n someone in the Gandhi hnnily 
why wants tn slay clear of pnlihea, 
lUJhr Shulita/Mew MM 



Rajiv Gandhi haa always 
scotched rumours that 
Sonia Gandhi is entering 
politics. He has firmly 
turned down repeated 
requests of Congressmen 
that she be allowed to 
contest the general 
elections 
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BUSINESS 


<ONSUMl:KJ$M 


The American invasion 


Innu (IvKi^nir shins to dwwinfi (he jonuHis hnmiHumies of me US are 

about to jhxx! the huHau tmrket 


W Jmi will \hv iiiw*dHn Indian 
t<‘ciirtwr tin* IWUs hr wraf- 
iiimI ikmt'f II’k a hit rarly U* 
stint iirt'dw tiiix hiji >i hard tu 

inakr a trw ^njcsscv. IU* » bkely to be 
wiMriiiu Wr.in^kn tir Mnnatu and 
AdKli« Maylx' hr will br wr^nntf 

A l 1 avlM>y or :i Van NruM'n nhirt. and 
sIh' sbpiAiUi! mio (WMlon adouni. And 
IK hkeU UH not. tiK'y will be sipping a 
I 'i*| m nr a L' I ikr U i wirn slidini; si nps i if 
Wfiijlry'^ Jipran'jml fc»um inln 

ihnn nioiuhs. Mranwhilr, in Ihc 
imrM*rv. Ilinr vnunKi r sditui^s will br 
sriHliii )4 til KTiMt ijkjHiK* warrinr 
hiRii Anirni’ii. uiln li^iUk', nviyhi* In fiizhl 
Unit <nlH*r dniitdilv wamnr Hc'Man 
lit) Ou* (iirnn>; liilik* imilicri* iiuy bi‘ a 
Irw KrtkiKK ' u>m1lilu’s could 

kv IlMhU In niHlv:i* out Kills. di>SiK <11X1 
/Ntr/s. And TanK, tlir all AmrrKitii 
(tiiiik. will In* IlNTr m caM* 
anvniH' tiu*s ol IVpM and Coke. 

’Mh* IfH kk> IS lumniN inln n flood. As 
Infliti’s iuisiiiiH*i irsoiiition rnnvrs mio 
oiri drive. iiHirc ami nHiir of Un* b(*x1 
luiinrs IooiiIk* US and VVVsIem KuroiN* 
aii* tiiidinu iIhii wny onto Indian icherp 
skul\r.'< Ami iIk'v aio nil .miun^ biN- 
Savs S. K U.tk’kai. estvulive vkv 
IHesKk'iit o\ hiiiiskiHd. “Ikir taritrl e* a 
2 d p<*i e 4 *hl sliau* I he (o) market m 
tl)u*e veiirs* linu*. whk h iiNMns about a 
\<s 211 iioo' tuimovi " 

Kuiisk«Hil Is iioi tiH <«ilv civnpRiiy 
a iimiiK U M 1 1 K' sky iCii .1 Indiii is musctin): 
into iIk* ^triiH’irl.s hu.smt*?o> with a whok* 
iH*u i;in^* id l>r.ind jumH*s (o help Mk'i. 
It Ibis iMf ii|> with rS*based dcsit^N'r 

Miki* Mni^nit and in iIh* proress lias 
u)lli*(U‘<j lus enure sl:il^* ol di siller 
lalN'Is nk'IncJih^ (iloria V:in(k*rtii)i artd 
Toinnn llilfi^er. AikI it is promoting its 
Ad Ida* akoa* apaclahl y hwlwaar 


CAM* 




irwTi k'vt wi'U knowD Kublileguninufs 
range* ol WaMren’s products SaysVirkid 
Kaul. inariAger. appard. Hata India “We 
have gmid nanH's lo Inh U us in addition 
to our own loyal fottowmg.*' 


Im vitably. these wel)*knowri brandit 
stirl with a bidl*in advantage. Kolhari 
(iefieral I'oods has calculated that Tang 
already has a loyal clKmteIc who've been 
buying the dnnk ftom their kical btxNicg* 
gerai NsyOabotUe. And it hardly needs 
ativ ixileratioii that tlw market ff»r 
Wniiigler xtins never slacks over iJie 
y«‘iir. And. as lor Coca CoU and Kepsi. 
I 1 h*v are prohaNy belter known than 
Uk'it kKul ei|UivalenldCampa*Cola or 
'Ihiinis Up. Caitipii-Cula still uses the 
Coke loijo and. m fact, has nuw received 
A dciidhiK' to change* it. 

H owever, noi everybody is banking 
oji a well known brarshniniH* to 
carry (hem iliroggh, The toy manufac- 
luri'rs, lor uismiMe, are cuuiuing on the 
(fh't lluil there iuis always been q slior* 
Tn* Aflibaaaador r^npa trem Ml 









lajce o/ high quality loy$ on the Indian 
irarket and they are njshin^ tu fiH the 
void. Kunskofd has already introduced 
ten pn>ducts on the market and it plans 
to bang in another ten over (he next one 
year. I^o-Maitel already has about 
per cent of the market and Funskod also 
rei:kons that A can grab one quarter iri 
the market. 

both (he companies admit that they 
would not be able to make a break* 
through in the toy market without the 
help of their foreign c<iAab(iratorK. Toy 
moulds are notoriously expensive and 
have (o be clnngod frequently as toys 
hill <iui of favour in the ^ayroom. 
Kuiiskoot and l^o Matlet have both 
taken their moulds on lease from their 
foreign colkihomlors. In addUkui. the 
foriMgn colUboraiors aliui oftt^ pjiss on 
soikiiHiinitcd gHrncplans for selling thdr 
lirodiicis. He*Man is backed by powerful 


whH'h Ihc'V g«it undiT )k't*rei^ Ironi 
BtsiiwmV tlu< MKtxKo had to he 
wilhdtirwii after il nt>|)pt'<l during test 
nurkeUng in New fielhi. 

1'<\itfiHvill\. ah iIh> Imcign iikkIlh Is 
d«*|f*‘iKi (HI .1 hii nf sk'ighi oi hand and a 
link' fiMimm: oi tlx* rule". Antler the 
guHk biK ^ kihi I k ) wn by ( hi* g* iv< i in nent . 
loirign iKinH's < iinnot used in Indiu. 

Iiul ■! (KJi’tH'e tlxue iir<> couuik'iS wnys 
<4 get ling oround it. Ki rK elniiuv dial its I 
I'liHiliorriUir. (reneiol loxxls has lail I 
HskH for jAivuMiii loi the Uhc ol tliinr | 
Uaud iiuiiH's. Simikirly. Wrangler says i 
ilul n has m^t ni.iik any |i;ivnH’Uls, 
Ikiutde Cnla, loo. clajio>> tluft it novel 
lud a |iioUi*m since a mm restdi ni, 
\x\ Kuinardii. wlio laiuglit I he (r>r<'ign 
I'ompany. lias tla' lull rights io use the 
name m India willvnu ^uiyingfor it, iMhp 
hr.miiil ol 1^0 Moind, Ikiwovit. ust*s 
ity* fiHife Ol downy way ot iterating ttie 
system. Ills eoin|iany is nameil 1 >' 0 * 
M.itt<d JiKl as far as ]%■ is aaKemed. 
ikirlm* is merely the name of tlx* di41 
niaik* by his anrquny. 

The lorcign (ompiinu's hav<' h<*en 
attracted to India by the iiio^^v cls id a 
liugi* consumer market that has never I 
bei’Ti tcipped fuHv. And tor niof*\ Itxbami ! 
iht* presencx* of a loreigii brarKhnamv i% \ 


into a fkKHl> As Indians 
consumer revolution 
moves into ove r drive, 
more and m ore of the 
best names from the 
US and West ern 
Eurooe are findlns 


shof>*shelves 









BUKINKSS 



Battle of t he broadsheets 

T\s'o tu‘w cofitcfulen arc scarinf* up to camera stice of the 
wceketui uewspufyer reading market 


uheii ihuu^fii Om* iit’ws* 

Imkipi* was trhkIirjK lo .1 
ihert' news n| ific biUlIc fi>r rvMk’iship 
Ix'in;; joioc'd b> two now voniun‘&. 

17)0 cniitoiKtcrx ^ro IIk* Musino>s 
Incbrt < i 11 »up ot 1 ^Jhlk'Atv lot^k’h pulj- 
li'tlios ImltirS h(>si 'M.'tlini; l)UsirH*«'i 
me and K.ijimI Si null ilHivnIhrv. U»n- 
NKI ;ii>rl piihli^fio! iho 
Koc*cirif(»; inax.iziiK'. 

UmiI) voniiirci MHiinliS(*il ns Siindiy 
ItriMdsiioots lo In' (uHislHil (r<Hn Koin 
Iwv and NVw lirllii kivo siiiMkhis 
\AAm. hut ^iro >01 To b«* woikoil ihit 1m 
tho Lisi dolaif. liowevor. aiHxar 
rfnJv t(» s{H*iKi k'lxo ituiiis <d rraxH'v to 
Hv\ Ihoir prodikU off ttu* xroum! I'hos 
iuivf 4ltv*<td> ^irunx toxt'ihor ronni^ of 
oxpt'norvvd HHirnnJists lir»: mvo>i* 
in(*Td» in lodtfnilet o(]ui|)nK*nt ;ukJ sdl 
wato |iroKriininH« -tre also on tlx* tarUs. 
Kolb odtrjolH kivo tiVMiidi htH 
iho reral Ixitrk' will Ik»izii> wlkii ;h<' 
readers and udvonisors mv omi 
fnr the fwMicaiioas. 

1'hoy will fvive lo tixht ii iKit with 
Koinbaiy>lM9od V7 k* Sundn Ol>trnvr 
and U^lhi'based Su/vie^' Af id. whn h 

TTw O M fvtr xvd Svnd9y tt%if t«wip«Uli 


toirether with wevk^nd newspaper eup* 
plc'nietiis hold a corrunandiiic presencir 
over tho market. 

The f^Psenrrhaa a tout cvculatwn of 
one lakli (‘upies, a quarter of it in Delhi: 
(he Maf/ ilaicm a weekly CHTtdation of 
2 f>.(itHi rnpiei^ and ia joallmji for the 
number {aw spot with the fibsenier. To 
add In tiM' mekw. The Hindustan 
fink's- -Northern Imki's lafitcst seUmx 
newspaper — TTie Times of tnffia. lodtan 
fiKtMess. The Hmdu and The Statesman 
ulioady provide weekend leaders with 
•UirmlivHv packa^eed mazarine supple* 
otenia. Whdo ii w not known w'hai mitM 
prini*run fqiures Chowdhey is aMnang at. 
ffusiness /ndia's editnr> desupute for 
(he hruodslieet. Bhanrl Kanud says he 
M hiAiiix at a Dnnt*njn of either 
IA vopieft. 

Says Kamad one*ume Washmipon 
atrrespiMKlent for (he Hmdusttin Times: 
".ks tluns^ stand, n won t he out earhci 
tliaii February. iC* vet lo be decided 
w'lMitier w on bmn it out only m Horn- 
buy <*r Dellu, or smuhaneously in both 
vitws ~ Kamad also feels ^t editions in 
both oties vdl depend on whether the 


new equipment the iifroup is buying can 
handle a computer* telephone link for 
faster news pnxessini;. A satellite link. 
iaya Kamad. is “unecononucai at itie 
present stake". Chowdhry. ilw other 
new enriam, was unavailable for cum* 
mcfti. However. h« has .1 ions~alheit 
controvenuaJ—track record behind him 
as a publisher. For years, he has 
brought 01 x 1 the Deffv keoKder. More 
recently, be suddenly switched his base 
of operations from Delhi to London 
where he brought out a gkway. highly* 
priced magazine called hifhinoor. 

Wh-Ttever the pbns. both ventures 
may prove to be difficult pr<ip(isitions. 
Says a media planner with a maior 
advertising dgency m New Delhi: "T^e 
market is too heavy." Ihe executive, 
who declines to be ideniified. points to 
the prublems that the DbMTterand the 
Matt currently face tu h<ilsier !iis argu* 
ment. He says the Observ'ei came m 
with a kg of expectations" tn IVIhi. hut 


Both ventuf» have 
ambHtouo plans> btrt 
TO yot to be wprhed 
out to the loot detail 
_ >«>The reel _ 

battle wili begin when 
the readert and 
•dvertisere are sought 


out for the publications 


hasn’t really been able to make much 
headway, especially as (ar as procuring 
advertiseinimts is cunremed. "Their 
advantage is that they have a strong 
advertising base in Hon^y. so they 
manage to tving over some ads to (heir 
Delhi edition." As for the Mad. he says 
their volume of advertising depends 
“entirely on persi^ia] conlatis”. Adding 
"We don't see muci) of a future for 
another broadsheet, not to speak of two. 
(t should be quite disastrous." 

Kamad doesn’t apf<'ar fazed with the 
ad world perception. He says his pub* 
lication will have a nHupetiove edge as 
the Business India Group has "an awful 
kM of goodwUI in Che market." 

Such prodamackins of optimism are 
obviously necessary, both for the sue* 
cess of the ventures as well as for 
boosting morale. Optimism and morale 
Nvtn form very impeetant aspects of the 
broadsheet broadside that lies ahead. 
iudMp ChakravarWMew OuAf 
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Roofs that don't crack. 
Galvanized sheet roofs. 


C^tv^nl^eo shetfts are increchblv tough 
They don’t crack, or chip - their core of sdKJ steel 
ensures that. 5o. you get a roof that lasts for years 
on end. 

Apart from possessing amaaing streng^, 
galvanized sheet roofs are also light, leak proof, 
economical, corrosion-resistant and absolutely 
safe from the health point of view 

No wonder galvanized sheets are the first 
choice for all roofing applications. From factory 
sheds to godowns. Rartway platforms to bus 
shelters. And rain shelters to homes 

Conugafed ga^anizea sheets / 
for roofing are available m thicknesses u I 1 

from 0.2 mm onwards. \i\llrvSJJ ^11 


YOU can obtain galvanized sheets in a wide 
range for various appbcabons like grain silos, 
buckets, ghamelas. trunks, water tanks, cooler 
bodies, dnjms. almirahs etc. 

For more informabon about galvanized 
sheets, wnte tO: 


w- 


AU mOtA COmO S7i£L 
mmjFACwi^ ASSoaA7X)tf 

P(£T aox «« A70k mw KlH - 110 018 


MEMBERS: 

• Gharat Berg Limited • Cssem Coated Steels (J & lO 
united # Munak Calva Sheets United • Natbnal Steel 
Industries Limited • Nippon Denro ispat Limited • Sipta 
Coated Steels Limited « Sureka Coated Tubes & Sheets 
Limited • usha Rectifier Corporation (India) united- 
Caivaruzed Steel Otvisior • urtam Calva Steels Umited 


Life-long roofs for healthier living. 
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PROFILE 



The history 

man 

How will PresuUml Jayewardene he 
rcoicmhered? 


I f h ultTs Ui by ihcir pf>litK'al leitacifs. 

(Ik'Ii ISiHHlcni }:^\vwAriiw must rank a« an ungual* 
ifiril Whi'D hi* rohri s fmm office ilii$ month, 

hi* tx (juraths 4 < ivil War ihi'ii has kilk'i) about lO.dfHt 
S11 Laiikiiiw. <in m cord that h:is been f)uumk*rugt evrr 
^iih r It Wmn siiov'd, an cvircujniv m dreadful ><lumblc« and 
alfrouixl ik''>|KtfKl(*nc) .uv! d(*spHir. Alter 3 fl yeais m ptinirs 
(III of I firs*' as IVt'iudent). Jayewardene now runs I hr real 
nsk of lueniiijr A had hiMoncaf pretts. 

I tut hr d«s4'rcc*s to In* judged nwire kindly. He is the only 
Si I ininkan Ir^Kii'r wlxi has sune some way lowardu meeting 
Ihr itrnuinds of the island's Tamil mnonty In the past, two 
ITuue Mmixirrs.Sininavo HandvanaiVc m IV!i 6 arid Dudky 
Sviiiinnvakc in i9h5< liad enterud into pacta with Tamil 



r 




Ttia Ind^frl LaaM accoM: flouAdering 



leaders itut ^louKht to proleci the community’s interests. Bui 
Ixith p;icia were ahnitrated m (he face of prou-sts from the 
Sinitald nujonty. IWfua* he* swept to power n 1977, 
jayewiiiih*iM* had prorrused. anions other things, a better deal 
for the relink And durmx his first term, took a few steps 
towiirds appeasing ihi* miniicity. He set up the Ihstrirt 
Ik'Vek^xneni Councils (a move to meet I’aml aspiratiuns for 
auloKMiiy): partially redtesstd an edwatKiftal pdH'y that was 
blatantly slated m favour of (he .Sinhalas; and accOTdH Tarnl a 
scmi'oflVial status under the Conslhubon, 
flut these measures, as Jayewardene himself has admitted 
(in occasion, were tou little tuu late. And as Tamil pobtics fel 
dwreasingly under the sway o( the miktants, his own pobey 
towards dealing with the rranonty befpn to take on a rather 
confused and contradictory' character. There were tines 


when jayewardene srenied hed*bent on a military solution tu 
the ethnic prublein. He woidd rant about crushing the 
exiremrsis and wj|xnu them out with armed might. At utlier 
mranents. he seemed oiilv too wifling to negotiate with them, 
eai^T for India to mediate m an arrangement that w(nild 
secure the Taimla a measure of autonomy. 

In the end. Jayewardene signed the lndu*Sri Lanka accord 
and conceded virtualfv everything that the Tamils had been 
clamouring fc»r. Under the uicnTd, (he *l'ainil*domina(ed 
Korthem and Kastvm Ihovuu'Ps were rnerged Inin one 
unK—thus granting the 'ramils* most imporlant demaiKi. It 
was a disagTeerm*Mt (Aer ihi» issue tliat led to the breakdown 
of the 1‘l^mpu talks in HM5 between the militants cind 
represeniaiis'cs of tlH> Sn Linkan government, Wlwn a 
pressman asked hun why he (oukln’i liave coikiHled tliv 
demands earlier, jayewarxk'fie. who was somewhat thrown 
Ijy ihe gui*stiun. ref^d* tusu I wus stupid." In any caae. 
tlW ainceiiSNins under the accord were no lunger satisfactory 
fri the nwblanK parlicuUrly, the Lilieralioii Tigers of Tami! 
Ketam (L1T1*'J. fim e .'igain, JayewardeiKi couki iiave been 
too lak. 

Jn comparison to llie large imyxity m the t^jling United 
Nat Kind l*any (UNU). jayewardene sompiomg of a 
moderate (A (he Tamil gucsCKA. if hv fian been able to carry 
the party with hmi in his attempt at conciliation, it is largely 
because of hix inul ci AstiuiKAal supremacy, [n 197b—a year 
after he was el«lcd ITimc Mmsier^Jaycwardene had 
Ihkrkamenr adopt a new Constiluiiun bast'd on the presidential 
form ig government. 1V Constitution vesti.'d the JTitsidvnt 
with unbndlod puwer. Under it. Jayewardeite be<*ame head of 
gtAvmment, head of slate and axnmamler'iti•chief of the 
armi*d fori*ew all at once -as near a dx’talor constitutionally 
as anyoAe can gel. fn l9Klf. wlicn vle<'tvMi« were slated to be 
heU. Jayewardene re vlei’ted himHi'lf President fur arother 
SIX years ihrtxjgh a referendum liiat extended (he hfe of 
I'arkanienl. The 19 December poll wiU bi* the fiiHl general 
efeclKMi in the island m a decade. 

At the beginning of this year, it appuar<*d that Jayewardene 
was set to scd( a ihiid term m nffk'e. It tiegan with him 
makmg ambigunus statements about his future ("Ah, 1 wish 1 
knew where Td be a vear friAi now." he loM 7he New 
Yartierl To be elected 4 Uurd tune would have required a 
consUtubooal amendment and ooon hi;., mimuns began deman* 
duig that this be done ui Ihi* interests of the country, ’fhen. ui 
March, g six^member group was fomied to examme the 
ixxistitutKnal provisions "in response to suggestKms that 
(’resident Jayewardene seek another term". But he backed 
out. pi«sibly because nf opposiluxi from within the UNI’. 

The tciss*up for the prosideocy ik now between Sirwna\'o 
Handaranaflic and Prirw Mimsier Kanasinghe Premadasa. 
’IV former, in a bid to appeal to Sinhala sentiment. Jias 
threatened to dishiAour the accord and the latter (who has 
dusc links with the Ruddhisi clergy> is perceived as no hiend 
of the Tamds. So, in a sense, Jayewardene could become the 
real victor at the pud. Por tt may make pec^ remember that 
in Jayewardene. you had a man who uied-Hf only in fits and 
starts—to secure Ihe pence. 

Mukwri rirtnwnMiin 


After 50 years in politics. Jayewardene now runs the risk of 
receiving 3 bad historical press. But he deserves 
to be judged more kindly 
























Revealing titbits 


Forty winks 

^ Zero Hour in 
Parliament and tern* 
pers were predictably 
running high. Shan^ 
taram Saik {Con^ 
grcss'ti had doubts 
(expressed with vio* 
lent zeal) about the 
current status of the 
parties comprising 
the Janata Dai RC' 
peated pleas by the 
Chair that he desist 
were of no avail. 

So, Speaker Hah 
rum Jakhur turned to 


Ruts Singh: VIP mo»»«neni 

But-a delay 

m SUDOOMVOU WBTBOn 


1X .40 atn. And It wss 
dn l Byed bf hour*. Could 
you catch tlio X2.20 |>m 
eormocthif flight to Do* 
M? Yos, ff you wore 
traveflliif with Union 
homo mlidotor Suto 
Singh. 

Tohing off from Mod* 
>' rat, Singh londod ot 
I BongolorokM^aflortho 
i I ochodulod doporturo 
V timo of thoMhI flight. 
But tho outhorttios hod. 

I obligingly onoughfhopt 
I tho pbirw waltirv for 
him. Irotopaosongors 
worn plocotod fay talk of 
tochnlcol snags. But 
thoy, ontorprfsing oouls« 
ptaguod tho duty oHicor 
onoi^ to mako tho au* 
thorffloo eonfoss that 
i thodolay wasduato 
: movomont*’—yot 

anothor addition to tho 
Indian Alrllnos Uot of 
Offielal Excusoo. 


BenajP BhuCte wMi tigsaend 
Asif Zerdarl; rare eendeur 


HJtJ.. Bhegal. neddk^ Qlf 

parliamentary affairs 
minister H.K.L. 
Bhagat. asking that 
he restrain Naik. But 
Bhagat maintained 
implacable silence. 
Until a treasury 
member bent over 
and nudged him 
gently, and it 
dawned on all that he 
had been asleep be- 
hind those impeneir* 
able glasses. 

AH of which goes 
to prove that Zero 
Hour in the Lok 
Sabha is no sleeping 
matter. 


AN the news 
that fits 

• Newspupers in Indian 
lani^uagcs arc m>l cxiict- 
ly known forinnovn* 
Tions. Bui one exception 
issuicly ihc 

lurgeM selling Telugu 
dally edited and owned 
by portly indusihairsi 
Ramnji Kuo. Launched 
H decade ago, Eemuiu 
wan an immcdiaic sue* 
ccss; it addressed read¬ 
ers in simple, modern 
und unostentatious pro- 
mM a irme when others 


used language thal was 
dated and difficult to 
understand. 

Clearly, Raoisnut 
content with resting on 
his laurels. Soon, he will 
publish 25 editions 
Fenadu —one k)reach 
district and two for the 
capital. Each edition will 
contain a I2*pagc tab- 
loid-sized supplement 
with only local news. 
This represents the first 
effort by any Indian pap¬ 
er til provide compre¬ 
hensive coverage of local 
events and issues. 





Grounded, 
with honour 


p The final vdley 

*' # tvGtynt fcwowG tfwt 
f M Afiidtnii Iwv* ruh 


y w y t Gtii y—r» (too 


IBWI My). Cvr»»w < 
imfm fhikr »tnnc*w»t 
fant), alM know* that 
ttw Aiiwllra|t ar«...ar» 
...waA...CattlM; on a IH« 
«obll.loo.Tohopro> 
doo, ^loy ft 14 and 


ffretthnotlnGoilTO) 
for our tio iftlntt Jopwi/ 
South Koroi In May. 
TImo for now Wood and 
•I that, Tonnit 
Aaaoolatlon doeWod. 
Yot«a« usual, thorowaa 
aloopholo. 

Tbotifh Anand wasn't 
In tha throo mombar 
toam. ho la alii Indudod 
In tho nino man roaorvo 


Durba Sanariee 
dWnflulahed career 




' rotkod Anand wot final¬ 
ly droopod from tha 
I Davit Cttp loam (Iho 


fourth toam momhar la 
to bo auhaoquantty 
choaon. So. da a pito at 
tho hypo. Anand may 
ovoetuaHy rotum to hla 
brothor'afold. 


' •% 




% A fcnwk fn/ifi nun nof hf a hi ^ iifattum huf nhen 
Durha /nJmn Aulttu's ftntHotnanpiivf 

htffiun Ih inf! thinf!\ here \ ft \ tliljt rt'm i/ei 
(w/ iu cm t fnmi the f^atna f l\ inn (luh anti umi m ith 
Alt Sur\e\ of ln<Jui mnn iihsiun<finn ihi rr h 
ncnciuf steprunm nhen she jinmu/theuiiltncnt 
But I nun itfss fhf!^f\ (in hikket tiifnti\htp Xnhusfx 
aiiif whut time vouf pn \ eti her expettnemut nhen 
BuneijCi'retired, hminn toi!ft<'*^tmpiewnt tH ^00 
hours. fver\onc lined up to sus ktndthnn'' 

So. alt's wetl thui ends Kctf 


A walk on the wild side 

• Hit long constitutional from AmathI to Delhi 
may not unsoat najlv, but It la providing enough 
melodrama to put any aolf^reapectlng soap 
opera to ahamo. 

Janata Dal loader $an|av Singh and hla 200- 
odd padayafr/a were trekking through Kamal- 
ganj town. Walking peat tho house of tho town 
area committee chairman, what should material¬ 
ise before the bunch of hMis but a phalanx of 
bfaek-flag-waving, •logan>shoutir>g goons. 
ailegedJy of the Youth Congresa(f) vortety. 
Police action to drive them away led to brtekbat* 
ting from houaetopa and the police had to fira In 
tha air to disperaa tha mob. 

Purthar on, tha Sanjay Ites wars stopped by a 
road block. Only after much high drama couU 


iliLT 


footaorebulbr 
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' My dcxtijr lolj me Keo-Karpin Hair 
Vitalizcr* is a unique sdeniific formula based 
on extensK^ reseuR l) He also told me it 
provides all ihe essential proteins, co-enzymes 
and viiamins for strengthening hair roots. 

All I know is that It has certainly stcyped my 
hair from felling and checked dandrufr.” 

Hm*s aa excerpt firon tbe mearcb report: 

**66.66% give excellent and 33.33% give good 
results wltb coo^dete disappearance of dindraff 
in all cases and nearly cent per cent stopple of 
fall of halr...So» success rate with Keo-Kirpiii Hair 
Vhalizer may be stated to be cent per cent.** 

Indian Medical Gazette 118,223(1984) 


The jprove^scieneifle way 
(0 prevent hair loss. 

^ Dey s Medical. Care you can trust. 




((jfni s sinsuis m enlu ely 
dilferemtuneofUe Only 
some days back Jlcmanl 
Birye was aU that wa> drtest 
able Noloiifier Now hcs 
the onprul Nice (fuy, 
according to the i^en eyed 
damsel And to Mt all doubts 
at rest she has even aitrecd 
to star opposite htm tnooeU 
the few nims the muule man 
has managed to sign 
S> Its back to you 
Tarran me Jane dava Mon 
liHk to them 

FerM a dream eome iru* 


Finafiy Kartu's dream 
Climes true Very own lover 
boy. Vindnotoyuuandme. 
ts being laiBidwd mlo films 
<uid oppMite him is 
none Mher than the Buy 
(leorge c kme at Hindi 
cmi'ina 

Butallthal talkitftkwkai 
^pp> launch proved to be 
lust that i.dk As A turns 
out b K Ishaara wiO be 
Vindoos first diret lor but 
the way the pom chap's 
(non)careerissh 4 anpiip he 

< an I allind to hxdc Islwaras 
horse m the muuth 


11 wan Juhi Chawla s turn to 
gel mto the rtensc actress 
act SLiedtoplay Draupadi 
n H R Chopra's tele senal 
MJybtunn MsCbawla 
(onk up a CkassKs lUuitratcd 
Vt iMon oC the great epu to 
piepare herself (ur the chal 
knging ta^ ahead Hut half 
wavihrough she gave up 
Why (|iientd inivrcstcfd 
observers Stghtdjuhi— 
thcri were so nsanv thatac 
ter> popping m and out that 
she gul thuriHJgMy confused 
lhats«dlr)Kht dahling Wc 
all have uur kratalmns 





BhtfpeSMrMfcar kiMsnd 
malwi 9 .(bele«t JuMChawla 
QMigupon CImM 

^^awdn Kumar Tdk and his 
Idtest protegee have kissed 
andnudeup aflerthree 
months ul mtense bickering 
Ihe lontentMHJs issue was 
Shilpd s dates—all of which 
I ak claimed were his for the 
taking hor aflet dO. hadn't 
he discuveted her Tfg dis* 
coverv. unfortunately had 
other ideas Ifcnci. battle 

myale And then impasse 
Recently however, a 
< rimprunvse was aflf\ ted 
Shilpa will devote the first 15 
days of every month to dear 
Sawapg and during the rest 
of the time complete her 
outside assignmenU 
Neat, what^ • 











The CCCA has finally 'decided to discipline the 
chaotic Hiwi film industry 


headed (or « cdNatoit 
courae Threaiened by vidio |Hr»* 
cy and iJoordanhvi andwaBowbigbika 
own dung-heap, the Hindi &ti faj w ffy 
ia in utter chai»a. CqKmet are racket* 
ing aky high. At the aame time the tUra 
arc buater than ever before. Prims art 
being launched, shelved, and oew ones 
•re being launched* Indiadpkne and M 
of Mtm to have become the 

irademerk of Mn produeboa 

To set matters h^t. the Central Cint 
Circuit AisociatioR (CCCA), which com* 
prtMK fibn dntTibuturs in the bnponant 
temt<iry of Madhya Pradesh. Maharash¬ 
tra and Rajasthan, cbmped down with an 
Act. similar to the one introduced by the 
Film Producers Gidd )8 years ago. 'PNa 
new Act stated that with effect from I 
May. 1988. no producer ihcarid tiff) on 
any star who has more than 12 6tam on 
hand. If he does, the Act threatened, the 
Assooation wnuM not buy the fikn. Even 
if K is bought, d would not he rcffstered. 
whkh means that it couU not be re¬ 
leased. 

If they dismissed it as a desperate 
IWxing (ri muKics. the stars had anotlwf 
dunk coming. Tbe Prim DbtribMore 
Council, the all-India body in New DeH. 
In its executive meeting on 2) Novem¬ 
ber. also decided in favour of the ceD^. 
which they would apply from 15 
Deoefliber. The Indbn Motion Pictare 
DiMnbutora Assoebdon and (he North 
Indii Motion lecture AasodatioA have 
iriao agreed lo the proposal 

Tht CCCA also went so far as to tart 
(be actors and actresses with more thn 
12 Ams on harah^ tot whidt b^pn 
wkh Gewinds <33 trims) and Kim KaUv 
<37) and mfed with Rishi Kapos (XS) 
and Amrita Skiff) < 12) The tot was fnriy 
bng. and induded stars cri the oUcr 
gener a tion Ute Shttrugton Snto (29X a 
totf to bteteto hkf Chinlury 
and a meda-mnde raataor ttte Man 
Oec and witlioui a rtngia akm$ m 

. ^haneoiM comrseto^ mW' 
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Per. Aiib 0 d« 


mmMwt 


My dtt MMt M Om, 

iorfn«lBrtii%H.Tbe 
I# «M, M A ottunt 


Acu 


ibt "*t7 duuA* nartt to NMdte. 
Bil M Vpy Aa«d Mkcrf nceM. tf 
tiM Mn an boycMed. vtan wltfie 
protonm api m/ AM tha tenvtotor 
nan waa nMd by tba AMdatton 


Nc«ty 20 yaara ifo, KiimrhM 
pratoeied Om ababdo d Man Nam 
Joktr He 6nd9 Mn Maater {Mrao) 
paaitof Mn po $a n on a boardoit nd 
(MMi ^Ini M«sler< nan Mmn M 
barn pe cAadtoo About aOfen 
yean toter. M Kmot waa doa| the 
same wbei) maloric .^fyaD Aram SifK 
Mram 

A year Mar /ofeer, Dev AraM itre' 
duoed (he Daa Mve Dum ^ o) Itore 
Kam$ HatHmhm Zaarat Amn. who 
w^glad away with the ftonMe beat 
au^porteia arireaa aevd. 

Hire Aarna Mare Anaftna. however, 
tod more than pniect a kiaaoua hdy to a 
tad way Through a. producarMredor 


ttHtoniy i iMu are abto to aeore at 
thabeaMbce. 

oviRUBby aaae. BomK ipoac, 
produoer of M 0 ^ toe mw m «the 
Ed (ew ynn. Afr Uto % yui Mk (N, 
toe BMoaea today la not toe vtoao boeito 
toff toe atv boon*' 
firwtoar Aad. who tod the tole rato or 

IfrMa Mo itoMtod: ' h'a madneif 

Ttoa taoann tala you. I auflared tot 
ayatom lar a toat wne, but my na i vaa 
90*1 take H aiymora. I have opted out 
of il ny MW pRiedA rmtwin thtoe 
biofmy miaaffiiw aretouttotot* M 
but cloy by me." Yet, BeoeyKaiw 
etanad Jtopp Xr Km Cboron Xi Be* 
wkh toe ACr Me par. btdevi md And 



















Kapoor whotIvfkiMi 14 and J8f)lma<n 
liand. respectively 
Producer NadLidwala called the 
sh(Hitin}{s '*a lull j^ante". and cited the 
euiiiipk’ of a recviil blockbusUT. Sr^nr 
/V Suh.V'r ''Hk atmisphere is niore 
like a than » shooting' 1C very* 
(Hie s reluxni^', chatlm|{. having a Kcvid 
time; wi>rk is hy llie way. The responn* 
MHy ol :i flop today is shared by all the 
stars coBe<'hvelv» somlrviduolly, ibevaB 
feci less mciHJiitabk’. ” 

Anoibt*! producer direct or» Nusir 
ilussairi, pUed Ihi* Uaiiie at the fihn* 
maker s doorstep. "If ihi* producer 
knows dial iIm* artiste ts workutk m 
filiiis< why (kx*s he si^ him in tbt* first 
|>lar e^ IfTmackwer producer. IHacetn 


back on the shelf." 

l^ad star Sunny Deol, who is very 
selective. iiUo resented the Act because 
he felt it was unfair to the artistes in 
jteneral. "When there are tki such res* 
I fictions on any (8 her prolessi<mal, why 
must only a fUmsiar be punished i*” Kmii 
Kaikar. whom the Act affects the most 
in a sense, hates doin^ multiple shifts, 
but feclc helpless about it all. "How can I 
suddenly restrict myself-and why 
should I? As kmc as the audwnce wants 
me. Tm ittkinc u> be Iwre, and I'll 
cofiiinue to sifcn fflms. (hKe ] flo}). 
nobody will be there tn sipn me on. 
anyway." After aU. from setjums to 
sackckilh IS just a Hop away. 

Shelf<hfe. speciaBy for female stars, is 
Uk- UiutK. and ihai H-nse <>l mss i urity 
cuaud With the lusl lor I hr lolly rnakt^s 
llicm pu <Hi a siKiiin^ spree Hiiluiut as 
much as a quick kMik over the houMer, 
Kven Miihun Chakraborty, wIki whs laid 
up m bed nearly ihree nauilhs 
mvntly, imd has over ;M) films on his 
shout hsl. found his "dates tttnun uwry" 
and was forced to do four shifts a day. 
"It's awful." he lamented, "and wlut 
irritates nK* more is that rathiT ihnn 
understand my plight. I'm fiirtlHT ac< 
cuned of trouMnuf my prodw'ei's." 

With the invasKHi of video, it has 
become tmjieMlive for the produ' cr to 
cuiii(8cle his films as fast as possible, 
rcitasc it in nuilliple chains and rake in 
thi' nMHK’V befoTi' the celluloid pirates 
ckiM* m. lilt and nin is iIk* naim' of the 
ktanw. 

Thus, Wi- luve the iKi^pncc nse star, 
Dhamiendra. even in his ImxI phase 
rfoinK 'M\ hlms al a lime for Ks 11(1 kiklis a 
film, will I a whop|)my supunk Ice for 
eai’h, Hetween l)h.inneiiilr:i and ViniHl 
KluiimL wlH)also retumisl in the silvet 
siri'en in a big way, there .ire aboul tid 
films :md Ks liN) crores ni slake. "If a 
null throws Ks kikhs tn my lap. il 
doesn’t bite me.' Vimnl Khanna 
kiVoiflvre (Ui [lecember, 1987) and 
shiupited off the wIkiIc blessed thing. 

Whai tlx* CCC'A has (ime irught be 
iiHirc an art of desperaiion than a 
dracunun measure. The call reativ Is for 
il MMiihlaiK'e of discipjjtK in an industry 
where there is simply no nietlxod, only 
madness. "Any kind <>i discipline is good 
lor eveO'i>**« * brooded Ms Profi'ssional 
Meenakshi tk^siudn. "And ihe film in 
(lusiry i$ no exception." l.alest reports 
augur wc^ and the movement seems to 
bv Katheriiig some iiK»menlutn. Rut as 
Meenakshi pul ii. "'I'he only problem is 
that people here are so inconsistent. 
"They w^i sUui something t<idny and do 
the opposite tomorrow." You can say 
that dEiain Meenakshi! 

Ani Orwver wMh a roiTaa«fo«Ml«irt 


Il Ihai 1 don l gi'i into thrs dales hasKle 
Nohudv IS u;tiriiiiK Irom ties madness, 
and tlx HoofM'r we all realis** this, the 
Utter." 

Cinema niHy be the director's 
medium, hul ui India, it's the stars that 


AittHU S^ 09 h^ DM of mo iBldlmi 

sell the fikn. Karii 7 err (^inga Af.'u/i and 
TarxRtt nuy have created stars, hut in a 
scenario where thrr«* films arc laum*hed 
<*vi.ry diiy. e.ieh averiiguig a i’osr of Ks 
7.A liikhs, how many get the ranaiH-H'r to 
kawtn tlic nuineyhng '.innics tin the 
bH'vis «)l thi* director's mime or the 
cirienuthigraplKT's? The film edii«ii and 
sound rts'oi disl nuy nuke or bn'Hk ii 
film, twl 11 is still the ninxs of the si.irs 
Ml ^he trarU' journal advertcscmvnts that 
nijfip If al ihe boX'OffKV. 

H. It does k'lid tn the ovcTiKNtkmgof 


stars and studms, which leads to loss <4 
very expensive time (a cani'cBed studHi 
shrKiiirm averages a kiss iif K< 1 Ukh a 
day! which, an turn, makes nonsense of 
Cluality. The battered distnhutors often 
have in snlvagi* mailers at great cost to 
themselves. Certainly, ttvy have n potni 
when they priAest about this state of 
i^atrs 

l^nxhrer-dislribuior K.C. Mehra may 
stimd "inraHy in favuiir of the Act" and 
Ux‘\ that everyone is btonwig everyom* 
vbc. but anulk'r of hes tnbe. Hahkij 
Ndialani. si^iped: "Lotli. all thtsccilmg 
lilt IV just <Tap, Nobodv IS going li> Uiflow* 
It. VO why waste tme (hscusMng itf" If 
pcodwet dtfcruir J. <hn Prakash feels 

that the rk'Osnxi sluiukl \v h'll to the 
slurs C'l'he actor 1iinH*ll is tk* liesi 
nidjte of iIk* siluitKHi. Ihe Ail nn'iins 
mAluiig"). ai1or Kislu K<iixior (hsiiirssed 
tile ''usek'ss iksnissions" with .i grunt 
"N«» oTh' holhers .ibout llH*si* Ai 1 s and 
ndes. no one gives a damn, it's gisid 
only fur the ri’cords," 

R i''hi. <it nanse. lus reason emiugh 
to chmb onto tk juggi'nwul. "A 
few ypitrs ago. ( was proh.iMv Ik* only 
actor udio helH*v‘<'d m douig ivk* skll a 
dav. hut whjt lufj|M>ni*d/'* lie asked. "I 
was just hc-ing idrahslic and got no. 
where. 1 was jtdled out of mv trance m 
right time. I aukl haw easdv k'eii k*ft 




TlMCCCA’tActi* 
reanyacaRfora 
aamfalanea of 
discipline bi an 
Industry where there 
is simply no method, 
oidy madness 







RE VIEW D BOOKS 


Her father’s shadow 

Solimui Rushdie rips into (he DaugUlcr of I he luis( 


vrfiit sum.' H4>n<i7ii 
Khutin muses, lTansU(m>: 
helpfullv I dunk. therdr>rr 1 
am. I dlwhv^ lu<1 ilifru'ultv Hilh rbis 
()bilcisi^plm<il prenuM ’m Oxt<inl utid I ntn 
hnvmu tnui h more dtffii ullv with it iwm. 
It's ruU (hnt sbe doeMi'l think, viiti 
uiulersund'-dtiiuiDv. she thinks rw-ti 

n/wn she M.Wff but III.II Ihr* 

thiTikma doesn't «cein to help her he 1 
(evl tlvit I have nothing on whk h tu ksne 

i]iy impfiiii/she lnnioTUs. 

<in(' nualu ihmk iiri au(ohioirr;ipln tS’ 
vtrv pJ.ue lor siieh imprint•Iravink:. Nit. 
.ihis, iWriH^ir i» oiir^iuslv aWni lioiu 
her own Niok. I’lir vokv ih;ii s|H'«iks. 
the mark'i Dm; are nude lk*u*. Ishmiftti 
iiii Anieni.'in >tlii»sl. 

It IS a iiHHHisylLihu >:K»sl 11 Ml h;ilf"< 
vcrtis ;in() is imuh eniimotned <»l mhjihI 
elf«H'Ts Mt’re it is, ilesmbavK wluit ilk* 
rakishm iinuy did m IhinKUde^li in J^7t 
Ukitina. Kap<. Kkiiupihiiii; Mnitk’i 
Here it tells us iH Ikaizir's solil.nv 
Cl mfaie int iit, *‘l '< iw, relf nl less, ns am >• 
tnnous .. S’kikioi; ceriK’iit Iron hits 
And sileruY I’iter sileiKC.' And h«iv t* 
the hineryl o1 her brother Shah Nawaz, 
lilaik. Itifick arinlMtuis, Kbek .Khalti.ri 
Ajmetv and du;A'il(.r.<.,. HInt'k. M«4e 
Mnck ' AiKt wfut were the rn ivle 
doinn . 'in t he (ever i il t heir ^nef'' I liis 
‘C'rviiiK. W:iiljn>t.' 

hut even this is lyncul by coinpiinson 
with iIk’ cviK'nOon ol KciUair's ear 
inleclion: 'Clk k. Click. Clkk. Ckk.* 
(RIevi n link's m iiN on I’ayte 51.) (>r of 
tile siNiiKis o( prisnti as hoard from a 
lonely relh Tinkle. Tinkle. CUnk. 
Cbnk.' (>r o( Uenjzir s choke of a 
husband. 'Asifi^rdan. AsifXarckin. Asil 
^rdan.' Perhaps ii is as well that Ms 
Khutto's phantom doesn't attempt (t>o 
much in iIk.* way of draina. When it does, 
this hapf«ns:‘ "No!" I scTearoed. 'No!'" 
(On Iteaiinji of her brother's death) And: 

'No!" I cned in Kkot Hall, throwing 
down the newspaper.' (On hearing of the 
Indian army’s invasion of Bangladesh.) 
And. most tragically of dl. w^n she 
dreams her father’s executwo' -NoP'the 
scream burst through the knots in my 
throat. "No!" 

if the w<irst smell emanating from (his 
book had been that of rotten writing, 
howevei. it would have been possible- 
even proper—to be reasonably fbrgiv 
ing. After all, Ms Bhutto has had one heV 
ol a life, and it ought to be an absorbing 


t.ik\ (‘ven ik’ckcd out ei Jo.in Coflins 
pioM*. I’nfoTlutkilrK, tViioblks ^tmk. 
too. of ih' (\isi >tk< c.ill> 

Ik rst'U. tkii HI inilh >lh’ ^llll Zolliluii ;\li 
Blnilli>’< hltk' girl. >tiN muvilnii: lo .xInMt 
ih.li ilw imilmd p.iit*ni t’vei «mm nil- 
t«'r1 lh«' lllIH’’*! ot Mll% 

IV rcMihmg miiH^hiiiN timii tU 
sioi\ .oi* ,iH revxMlMig ,iN ilk* tst> *•!« 
|iuis III Sfr iiMivyp’v Iik i'X4iii|ik\ lo 

g4*l ihcinitdi Iwi eiMirr JCiiiorir <4 Vi 
l.iilkt's giwenMihiil wmIhkii iwc tm*ii 
tVMiing Ilk' kitk' tii.dlcr ol gi'niNsk* in 
M.Uik lu>t.in. >he sfM.ik^ rikreilh 

«>l iV /M ri'gHiir < liHurr (.inipv ftHh 
III IkilihiM'U.in .11 hI t*tM'wlK*ic *l Ii.iia< 
Bkkk'* *H Hr LhiliN in^rrlitl nUo iV 
plisonefN’ rrctuiUk* hut Jiaws .i 
diiiglitnlv veil m'l i tfk* Bhutio 
v*! IV MiinLir iik'aliHHN SIk' hiil:^ mlirrlv 
lo nirirtHMi lUkillo's ^lrrlllloll^ eltml'' al 
rk’ition iigging hi 1ti77. ellortN wfiHk 
h> ypvniK liiiii 4 vkioev «H liKlkii«u>l\ 
iiii|AuimM< pni|ai«tMiN. u.ivr / j.i his 
«ip('iuiig. .ilkmiiut Ihmi h' t.iV in(*i oo 
I he piefevt ol holding new . non 
MHilrovrrsMl poVv tVoist r| all. six* 
lal^iTA lthu(lr»'s I ok' in the evc^ils 
Irnding Ir tK' lUvoNSlon «>f |t.iiigl.Hk’''h 
to .1 <|uifr 'M.'iiHLikios ikifri^' 

In IV’iMZif’s vrfMon. IV likuiH* ts 
14111*0 rmiilv at thi* frri ol .*MH’ikli Mn|i>i, 
k'Adei III (hi* I hen Ka»l I'aki^tam Awaim 
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la*agiK*. All or the l‘t7(t rlrctions, Br« 
lui/u SUV'S, 'lusiead of working with niv 
t.itlki. Muiih iiKligiited .111 indrpi'tid* 
emv nioKiiu'iit.. .Muph '^himrd an ob- 
stiiwv ilk* kigk' ol which lo itus ri«iy 
ik’IW'i Ilk’ ' Vttu in l likr iising woids of 
one '^vlUlik* In oxpUin. Usteii, <lrar 
ciiihf, Ilk’ iiMir lull II Off atul it was vma 

l.illiri wIhi dog III iil> 1kvl> hi llic 

rkslHMiv ol IM7l), Ilk* AwaiUi UMgUr 
VMHI .HI ilhsolutr l1Lk|ii|llV lit ,ltl HlMls Ml 

I'aki'T.in > iWii Wings'i onilHik’d. Mii)ili 
IvmI evriv iiglit to iiisisi, obslin.iU'ly'. 
on Vmg PiniH' Minisirr. and it was 
Mhotto .Mid tiriuT.il V.iliv.i Kluii wth» 
CiMKinukl lo (Krvrnt thi** Immii hai^kMI 
iiig. /7uf u.i> lk»u ilir war ig sivcssinii 
iH'gaii, Ikit v<Hi WiMildo'i know it lioni 
ic<Hling tin** lxK>k 

M IS ik*(N4>«ing lo ftiki Hnia/ir still 

tk'iiig Ml lUughtiilv. She Ik a hiavL* 

H>Hiian and hao «'c>nu* t tong wav, as a 
IkHitH siii, frmn I Ik* iiH*st>i*i irfU'rd day s 
whrii sIk’ wooVi h'^ia* /la with ultima* 
lum'> sIh* lookl noi nilofcr. If Id NhI a 
voir m VVrdnrs<lavM’k*i tioriv I'd ptoh 
alih’ iuvr voird ka lk*i Now, Brna/ii 
ItfkiMoaikl Ilk’ Pi iiplr •> Paitv rtvi''^ciil 
r.’kisiaii's Ik si (UnI'I I>o|h* oft oust met 
mg a MMkk'ni Muiil.n droiisracy ami <il 
inillMig iV g<’nri,il'' .ind iiiutfalis Kick in 
ihnr lk>iirs. Inil this IVHik's n.nvrly, and 
its ^lUingnrKs lo iiiin a Mind rye to 
unpaLil.iiik* ti'Ulhs. .iir indualioiis ot thr 
famllk’ss <d itvil |iii|m 

Her biHik diK’s. iiirvilablv. lune iK 
rtkxiK’Dts wfK’Ti. fol I'xarn^ik*. slir tells 
us how shi niisliRik Hulk’ll 1luin|>liTev 
for Bob Hofx.’. or when ’>lu> give' iis the 
behind-tlK’-'j'i’IK’S tkipc ’•n tin* ;jo<f* 
hsngl^Kk'sh |HMi*e iirg«inalun)\ at Simla 
between Mis (aiidlii and Mi It) Ml to. 
And by far llw nkM |Miwetlnl rlviptcr is 
tile om* alxKil tlie fari'H.d Inal and 
subse(|ueiil rXiMitioci o| BInitio by lliat 
(ea,*s<knL’ 'curliMm'. Am uhli.'k^. But by 
the end it's IWnazir's ditfnutly with 
cogitation thill strikes ooe most tone* 
fully. 

(M rny bchvi’d's fiHvIkvtri. Ins hnh is 
sh*nin/t, Heru7ir’s glio’^t ’>uig*s .n llk< 
heniu ceremony prercHiing il^ marhage 
to AsU Asif Asif. On Ins fordirmi. vhl 
Weh, no highbrow Ik*, hv all aicoiinik. 
and on this evkdeiKr, Ins annnged 
mamage kjoks hkc a iieifrci iiuich.B 


Omjgmi o' m* ( t$i ^ Sfn«cx U"iiKc» dv 

H $ tn ^ ^c« f ’Its 
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K.K. Laxmans brush with reality 
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W henever I have to 
ifiake a Ke^’lun of 
my cartcmns I fotrl 
reluccani to go near the cup¬ 
board which stores them. 
The reluctance is due uuhc 
fact tliat I am a hiKhly dis- 
urpnised person. I keep my 
carttHHis in chaotic bun^s, 
undated and unclassified. Jn 
this happy niix*up it would 
not be surprisniA if a cartoon 
about the Berlin Blockade 
finds itself next to one. say. 
of NTR attired inJfff style of 
Sri Kama or NapS »n Bona¬ 
parte. Tbereforw feel it is 
beyond me to ibem 
in any sensible orff t. 

That apart, 1 dread the 
ver)’ prospect of spreading 
out my otd cartoons to look 
(or the best. Somehow, such 
a oxifroniation with my past 
effurts drains away my sense 
of judgement and I canr>ot 
make out whkh is bad and 
which is good. What appears 
m moment embarrassingly 
might seem brilliant af¬ 


ter a second look! *Ihe car- 
lonn may evm induce me to 
pal myself on the beck and 
marvH at my creative genius 
and make me wonder how I 
could hit upon the kr-4. Hut. 
the next moment J might 
consign It to the heap meant 
fi tt <1U iris unwort by rif me. 

ThKvacilMHinnthe 
reason why I am unaMe to 
a^^^s a coherent answer when 
an iUervieih’er asks. thru»l 
ingamifccat me. whKhinmy 
opvuon is the best cartoon 
that I have pruduced so far. I 
always mumhk' s<jmi' r< ply. 
hr^mg it would he muffled 
whh iJic other «*h*s re¬ 
corded on the tape. But. m 
one of the interMews. fA'i'd 
with tlic same question. [ 
gav e a >pi mtaneous reply 
which sounded gcmanc. J 
said that t had not drawn mv 
best cari<Hin yetf 

1'here are other pniUems 
which crop up when wading 
through a sea uf oM d<ig- 
eared cannons. Often I ran- 
rxit make out what m heaven 
a particular cannon refers to. 
It cnuld very wcU have drawn 
national apf^use on the day 
It was flashed on the front 
page of the newspaper in the 
distant past But it makes no 
sei«e to me now! It iraght be 
about an ephemeral chief 
minister ot a mnor state, 
whu. periiaps, had brui^dit 
on hsns^ the attention uf 
the whole nation by some 
indiscretion in hk conduct or 
some pmnouncemems that 
helped me out with an idea 
for the day. This gentleman 
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1 dread the very 
prospect of spreading 
out my old cartoons to 
look for the best. 
Such a confrontation 
with my past efforts 
drains away my sense 
of judgement 
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has<lhic|ip(’;ir(*(i mih< im'm 

Ihv \ii< iiuilriuwJr lA i-^hn* 

haS'bi •‘\\s. If ^^vuik* IVI ir.Hi 
hi'htiH), k :(r4'|>t \m th i|)'‘ i)n'< 
wikH iViMixiii 

In rli(' carlo'll* Pk' 

WT l^ ^hou:) tl 'Wii ii 

nrt'iK 'h •(:><> Ih ml* > luiihini^ 
Imp witfi:-ii.i|j|M‘<2 
ft»)HK <!• fh v'U>. 'Su\ !m 
uorrv. i*M'ilrjr rnipn M»U'*< 
>rj, ifh •iflMk'll IS («HI> 

l>k i<'h iMifk'rpimoipl 
UmiMxIi I k <MtPh>t lri J' IIh' 
kul>M><)rrivinpj^ 
luijils MU .idmiHMi .mrl I 

ri'lK*' 1 .i)ijiiokiiTdv •rti iis 
IIM' rliil 
(UhIiiIIMjII III lilt Ur* .iihI 
ili(> luiri'titi'ippik: (k I iiK (M 
l|k(>m |M»r .1 iiKiiMrni ) m 

(MO' in 'I ImI «<1 i«>nn'fii>n 

<ltHl INlMlIalls PMIpllkS*’ iIk* 
firawmu. [n ihap'* iliCi h^irai 
t« I s liani{s viuHiltj ki\<' Ixjcii 
T it I M*r| up^'Hii I!»’ k m I <r iiixt 

tllHl •'M* S t*Xj)* rSSKHM IKlW 
liiiVrbis'M I'X.nVf^ilHl a hi 

OKipv iiiiH *<n («i> I fed k\i* 

aplNimUMlili.li Ii^kIpk)! p^y 

.illi'iitHniltialMliPsiiliilc I 

wirktMj \ >i \I hi' rti riwihK Hm 

wlu it MiH’llllM'/ 
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•nd laxil) wf> tiiine in Ihv implroifAtttMa of Ckf 
p^eiltal NiOa t^f our pl»u< ihfl U IM 

third «f JvMt 



Wf 4 <M*t kstow frlipi it b. W« Inpeilfd Ic b*e»i.u« ll 
1* tht UiM( la •lf<^roiU«f. 

















Rajiv Gandhi waa an 
awesome, unknown 
factor. The fear that 
his handsome 
features might defy 
distortion and not 
yield a plausible 
caricature proved 
groundless and he 
rapidly assumed a 
lively likeness to my 
caricature of him 



I Am |)UZ7.k*d by ihe 
label in (Ik' can*Kills crirrymic 
$uch licwildenni! iicronyms 
as (takini; the hlxtiy ol 
Keratinn) I’KHCCSl, \a 
UHIXUJWK and. of riiurse, 
C<mK(Sl)K(])Ui). Ibesv 
are inscribed <iii Ihe ed^e iif 
the ciujt of a leader or on the 
tattered flas of a dnfiinK raft 
on the wide, wide ocean, or 
it miieht be on a charitine butt, 
atijteroralamh. 
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aim of savia^ l 
(pplh* Conjjre 
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MottpotWcai 
oirtooM hav«a v#ry 
short IHs. Howovori s 
fow which Mtirtse 
events of netlonsi 
importence, such as 
the PsrUtfont the 
Emergency or Mrs 
QsndhPs d^est^ are 
durable and need 
hardly any efftni to 
recall the event wMch 
inspired them 



Mr Rapv Gandhi wan an 
awesome, unknown betor. 1 
watched hbn nervou^ w he 
took o^Ke and began to rule. 
But aoon [ retiued that my 
pr^ession, like those of rml* 
boos of otbere, was safe in 
Im hands. The fear that his 
handsome featuresenighi 
defy dislonioti and twi yield a 
idausible caricature proved 
j^oimdless and he r^ly 
assumed, like so many other 
irrtemaijunal and natkina] 
leadecs, a lively likeness to 
niy cartature c»f him) ■ 


hi» HoMtn tf RX u*Asri. 

rtm rWiM WMM WWWWWfi- 
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_ NEWSBEAT __ 

Who’s afraid of 
J^^annath Mishra? 

After the launch of the Jan Vikas Manch -everybody 


A n 4'xprvssHtfi «>l 

A <1hjw uI sbi-nKih? A 

Uitt’Al tu hri'ifk away? [>!*<• 
sidviil Crrti£rv;;Miian and 
(•imit’i hrhai i hkd mifusU'r 
Ja>>irin.ith Mi^hra ^ (o 6>rm Ihi’ 

Uilwr Jaii Vika> Mamh was pt>s«il)ly all 
ihrrt'. 

At » KatlH'nikt: <d suhih: fi.UMl «upp(ir 
ti't s ai I 'af na. IS H’cei itbvr ( Ih* I (Ml h 
birth <inriivi'Kir« Vr Kaicndra I'ru* 
sad' Mishra foiriMllv laum'h«'d Ibi* 
MaiKh. wliK'h vks'ii’d him ks |>ri’?iKkiU. 
iVesciii W('r«‘ .’Ift rlissHbmi C<n»jij<*s'4 
iwv 0>ti]4icsa Mis iiod a 

nurnU’i iH lAiixiHiiMMi k*n(k>is. h'ksiU’d 
ana loniiii lo situK^lr kir (hr 
aixi wrifaio ol (Ik* Icakward arvl Ihr 
(k>wriliiMlik’ii Mt<hr;i was a\ paiiw tf> 
nirt'stk tlbK iIh' Mam Ii was a mm |«A(K’al 
OTK^misalKm iU' irUiirit io n as a 
“rvsrari'b aiKl drvvli>{mwm" Indv) Hui 
r>(ilK>d> Ims any ikmbi lli.U iIh* Mamh is 
inlf ndrii In ptt^vtrk* a miik us lor disx* 
(ktfit CiKi^'rcssim'ii in fiilwn 

Mishra also (iKiki arc nol toahin t (fx* 
renirut l<>jflrTshi|i id (hr C<mKi*'ss 
Mcmwi’t, hr i liiir^rd Ih'* cimiic and 
(hr HlaU* }!iivriniiH’iii hx ivd aOvaiHmx 
(hr jiilfirKts (il Ihliat. Jlr strrssod that 
onlv iIm’ Marnh najkl 111) (hi varinim 
crx'aird by jrrrk vani iviU k’s of difh rrni 
prdiliciil p^irdrs llns ts bnn^ inirc- 
lirrlrd by soiim* as a lun( ihdi hi* is 
l>rr]>arrd in rnnvvn ilh’ Mamh iii(<i a 
politkal parly if tirrik-d 

Kor Mishi a. who bet a at odds 
with chief minisirr Khayfwal Jlt;i Azid kx 
Inns, thr (lining louklnl hive bivn 
bi’llcr. The ConKressdi in Kilvr is ip a 
' nu'ss, Khai^wai Jlia A^iml is fa^^l acqutnny; 
thr repulalinii of brir^t (Hk* of Ihr nx>s1 
ini)M>^)ular C empress vlucl iimvaters m 
iis‘ (ounlrv His 'rerjurnt flasheN U 
'<iii|MT Ivivr only hriphlriied his tin- 
wtlhin (hr paily. Moamver, 

I A. «! and the Hihar IVLih dark Tang 
A'juai|ilo iKil M’V rye (o vvt- And to 
cnnifujiiiid (Ik* nmiry cnnfusK>n. llierr 
nrr CimAirssnirn, like Stlarani Kr»n. 
who luvv brrn |'Uivtn>t pohtK’s in (hr 
$ia(tf. 

t2 k . 


Whdr Mishra W 9 » busy Uunchinp his 
Mafkh. a Youth Congress rally was 
hemp held al the* sam* (me ius( a lurking 
away The mly wn*; an answer In 
Mishra's mow and was n(mled in 
f'VcTshadow (he gathennK al (he Manch. 
U was attended by a number nl Con¬ 
gress heavywiights. metudmg Azad. 
AICCth general seaetanes Chulam 
Nalfl Azad and (hear Kemaodrs. AlC* 
CtlJ treasuier Silaram Kesri, llnsm 
nanster Kajesh Ihbil and Youlh Con* 
gresA pw'sideni Mukul Wasnik ^’ak- 
ers at the rally vuwed lu crush 'Araiiors 
and dcssMicmIs"—an oby*irius reference 
(o Mishra and his fdllowrni. like 
“(raHocN”. they said, wr^e planning (<i 


Jagannath Mishra 
stresses that the 
Manch Is a 
non-political 
organisation-^ forum 
to struggle for the 
welfare of the 
downtrodden* But 
notedy has any doubt 
that K IS intended to 
provide a nucleus for 
dissident 

Congressmen in Bihar 


weaken the nation and create poktical 
imstaMitv anarchy in the muntry. 
Ilx're were some signdkant absen* 
i lecK at the raHv though. Amung them. 
Union rrunislvr and former Hihv daef 
mnisler fimdeswan iHibey and 7'anq 
Anwar. An nhcatinn of the in 6 |d<t' 0 g 
within the state party. Ile^e the use 
of guvemnient tn«*hinery. the Youdi 
Congress rally did not generate the kmd 
of respuftsr* (hat wa« expected. The 
non inkmlven»eftl uf sectiuns of the stale 
Congress was the possible reason. But 


Youlh Ciingress workers daimcd. pre* 
(hcublv. that it wjs a success. !^yf 
youth leadc** and Ml.A, Shakil-us- 
/aman " 11 >e rally was a successful 
mmi-rerea’ndum «m tlie polkies of the 
chief minister, who is held in high regard 
by iN’ people.'* 

Mishra » initiative put ilw cum* 
niaiKl m a niundary. By dcclanns Vh^l he 
was nol iitdulging in ajiii*pHrtv activiry 
and not fkialmg a new party*, he did not, 
on the twv <4 it. vk>IiiIc party norms. 
And hy saying that the Congress lead¬ 
ership was welcccne lo caiicvl his mem¬ 
bership if il desired, Ih’ pul the ball 
sguarely min the high iximmaiid's court. 
For days there was no n^sponse from 









(>elhi, llien on December two Umon 
mmisters, Sheila [)ixil and Ka}esh iMot. 
and other ConRrcs> functkmanes had 
talks with Mishra atxnit the cnntroverey. 
Mishra reiterated that he was not 
against the CcHVh‘es 9 (l)'s pobcic 5 and 
stressed that the Manch’^ only oblecti^ ! 
was to safe^tuard the interests of the 
weaker aecTkms of the state. He t(4d 
SirNhAY in New Delhi: "I have 0 ven 
then) tthi* hi^h nanmand) no reason to I 
take action aftainst me. IVre is a 
vacuum at tlw s^kuiI level whkh has led 
p(Hir and backward ptt>ple in Bihar to ' 
join extremisi <»rKansations. IV Manch 
IS intended tuchisk ihiv trend and fill the I 
vacuum ” 

T he const It ulKjn adopted hv the i 
Manch is significant, (or. it identifies i 
the I'onstituerH y that Mishra wisIh*s io • 
lx‘ idenlified with. Vht* Mancha prog 1 
rarnme is largely directed towards 
secunng the interests of I he weaker 
Hoctions backward classes. Kansans, 
Adivasis. landless lab<»urers <*fxi ptsir 
fanners, ll pledges Iv rcdri ss the grw 
varici^s of Ihis m'cIhsi of pe%jplc by 
launching a ’'min-violenl" agiiatKin iHi 
(lie lines ot Mahatma ''iandhfs T\w \ 
lYinstiliitii/n direc’t!' the Manch lo exc rl I 

Wahra taaeonci from tan^ai Iha launch of ma Jan 

vv^ 


The Yeiith Congrete 
rally was an answer to 
Mishra's move. 
Speakers vowed to 
crvsh ^Hraitors and 
dissidenis”—an 
obvious ref arance to 
Mishra and his 
followers 


pressure <in both the central and slate 
govenuneiHS U> art )i»tly with ^e^)ec( 
to the pciiple of the stale. 

It is ddfK'uh (o say whether Mishra is 
using ih<* Munch as a tool to bargain lor 
ptiktH.il oflice or whether its Uunch is 
only the first step towards a tufl fWdged 
confrnotatton with ihe Congress Ln^* 
ist CnngrcHsmen bebc^vc that ri is a 
pressure tactic towards securing a mm* 
istenal or party post. As fur Mishra. he 
refuses in answer. When asked whether 
hp Will jhandon the Manch for the 
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BhagwM Jha Aaad at tfw Voutli Cpwgr—■ rally 

promise of rilfici*, just as he abandoned 
hts jan fagnf* programme for a Raiya 
Sah^ seat, he morvly lau^dtc^d. “The 
PniTH* Minister insisted and IlUt it why 1 
joined the Rajya Sabha." he Mid. 

Whatiwer the (r\jth. Mishra is the 
most powerful Congress Wader in Hihar 
today. He can I'ommand a sizeable 
audience at shuri nutkv and has the 
backing of a R(M>d number of Congress 
legislators. Moreover, he is the only 
Cungress leader m the state v hi; has a 
pobtKail ennsutuent'v* *lh<* weaker sec* 
tirms 

A» of now. tbiTv IS hltlc chance that 
the high ('onimand wil] offer Mishra a 
post either ui (hv state or at dw C<*ntre. 
Nor IS there niui'h chance of Mishra 
dis.solving th(‘ Manch •- he is clearly in no 
mood to retreat. ITiv DppoHUKin parlies 
are standing out feelers to him and some 
leaders have already begun boasiing (hat 
they have his support. Rumours have it 
that he has beeji nief'Ung V.]*. Singh. 
Chandra Stickhar and H.N. Bahuguna 
over the past few months. I'he presence* 
of exposition leaders at the launch of (he 
Manch has given rise to speculatifiri that 
Mishra may form a regional party and 
forge an alhance with the Opposition. 

Mishra is keeiaiig his piihbcai game 
plan under wraps, ll is likely that lie will 
feel his way around for a while before 
taking any r^ical step. Much will depend 
on h>ow the high command responds to 
hts cnaUenge. On whether it restores 
Iot as a major pi4itkai player or not 
Undl now. th^ Congresss high comr.iaod 
has treated him with kid ^ives^sug* 
gesting. perhaps, that it wants tn «eek a 
rapprochemern and not alienate 1 ^ 
from (be prty ahogeiher. 

Mishra is clearly gomg to be closely 
watched over the next few weeks. And 
d a solution to everybody’s satisfaction is 
not found by (hen Bihar’s politics is set 
to (ake an interesting twist. 

• ■ima rnm^ H /fhm OuglfwHh fadan 











MICO. The spark that moves millions. 


Millions of vehicle owners all over the 
country get off to a flying start Everyday 
With MICO. 

MICO Spark plugs incorporate the latest 
iniemalional technology from Bosch, 

West Germany - pioneers and leaders in 
spark plug technc^y. 

An excellent examine otthis is the MICO 
Super • India s first bi-metal electrode spark 

MICO spark plugs are available m every 
part of (he country. 

So wher» you fit a spark plug, stick to 
proven quality. Buy MICO. And ride on 
confidently t 

® MICO 

LICENCE BOSCH 

MICO makM a matching aparfc plug for aiwy IncHan vahlda. 
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The breach in Bihar 

Why the Congress should retain Jugannath Mts/uv's loyaltv 

mfi\j ^ir A/ki lw« I __ ^ A I I. ^ kl^L. • kkL^.. 


olitiL'» mny <ir may noi b<* the 
U\\ Ttfson n<4(M»ur)drds; but 
furtnine a new party la very 
often the \a%\ resort of the 
poljtician who leeK nett 
leeted. mi$utidvrai(M>d or hunttlutt'd iv 
fns partv hitfh command. In today. 
It IS Jaitiinaiih Mishra who feeU that t}» 
slat** ^'u^J.Ti‘!nl(l) k*Hders. pana'uUtfy 
clwl ounisier lihatfw<M Jha Az;iri .ire 
obsiruituip him needlessly. 

After yisirs of expenence, Mishr.i 
knows very well that he would uim 
nuthintc by walkini; out of the party m a 
huff. 'Hk* Oppositior would have nothmtt 
desirable lo <ifter. 1'ho janata Dal. mi 
particular, iit a morass ulintnjciK'silut 
even a Jeadet of Mishru's expenerhe 
w<iuld not be able to deal with. And as 
OTM* ixilleaKVie ii( Miahra s put rt, “In thi* 
party (Uinfrress.D you have to nuke 
oliciBanci only at one place. Bur in tlie 
Jamta Dal. Iliere are a numIXT ot petiv 
tfods titffore whom one will iMive iii 
prosli alc <nic»eU.“ 

At the some tone. Mishra knows ihat 
lelting himself be pushed around inde- 
fitutely is not frumg to add I u in siatua* 
or clout. He has declared thai ihotiith hi* 
lias no tfncvance opamsl Kajiv (»afldh). 
he nut piling to submit <o tndisnicies 
bcdpcd upon hmi by the chief nniuster ul 
Bihiir. Mishra probably feels that the 
luss^ between liim and bhd>fwat Jha 
Azad has eone beyond tht* point of 
tolerance. 

Heme, the last resort solution; {vr- 
pannK the base for the formatHm of a 
new reiponal party by launching tlk* Jan 
Vikas Mancb. U is ooc only the chief 
minister who is after Misiva’s blood. 
Many of the senior Congresad) leaders 
woukl like to throw him cut of the party, 
even though they realise that sueft a 
move might weaken the party's base in 
the state. 

Behind this seeming paradox lies the 
nature of Jagatuiath Mishra’s politics, 
which ate not feudal like Veer Bahadur 
Singh’s. Mishra has his political base 
among the minorities, the lower*level 
party workers and the poor. He is also 
considerably popufar with Ihe leaching 
community and the bureaucrats. 
Perhaps it is the ennsoousness of this 
auppok that has led him to conclude that 


the best ahunvilivr i\ to bulk I a u'lptMkil 
base for honu-ti. 

B lit iIr. <Unger <ri ;t iHurs«' u 
.il>|ua’nl 11 jagannHih Mihi.i 

>p(*<irlHMd'« .1 pnit^amnir h gMui.d 
pohlH.'> ilu( loukl wefl mean Iht' ml \A 
uruty Ml Kihui It w«uW in(eci a kind 'A 
diMSivc vi’iHUi Hiin thi' jHibU’v ot iIk* 
stale, wluh W’lukl aKi. .ijnal iuihmmI 
IxihlKs. HislmxaUv. Hiliir ha*! mHa.is-. 


Im>i iii5lifi.il>k' c.uin«'I«M ,tMUri lIc.iKo 
IkK ilv iielit l<‘ Mim.Miv iMiftihal iMit\ 
it in^it Bui i-MMi .11 lii'> .iiH:ricM he 

>li>iulfl i«'|iviiiIh*i ihil In inishiiu* Ihliiii 

' 1 m .MlUnig iiito ir;.'i«Hltl pidllM''. \w ui'iiM 
, Ik> 4 IHIIUUUIIU' .1 I HUH' .IpairiM lll«ih>U 

' llcliii'' IWHC ht t'ii rind mimiimU'I oI llir 

•< 1 .(li'. AKvirli, If is<K»iil)h iiKiifidK'iil on 
luiii ixii loiininig*' in a InM^kiijs «iMn v nl 
.K n« *11 

K.ijiv < •niHllii sIvMilf] ir.ilist' Ih.U even 



Jagannalti W»lar» ennounc** Ilia bIrIb OfttieUan Vikt* Nteoeh the isci tetOO> 


I been a xvmbol <•( urHiv at Indui 
; wiK'ther it wa« m th<' (iiiii'a ol Ihe 
* Lk'hi'hawi repubbv' ni !!h* powerlul 
MajCidh empire. Bulli the MirKJu> and 
the Musfanis of Hihar have si» far liekf 
themselves akmf from nariow pariKhuil* 
Ksm. 

Jagannalh Mi''lirn. <•! course, may 


BUNMV IS 


Mithra Km his 
political base among 
the mlnorltieSp the 
loweHevel party 
workers and the pooTr 
Throwb^ him o^ ol 
the party would mean 
a weakening of the 
par^ base In Whar 


now rl !'> |H>ssil)li' l<( k<T|> Ihr p.iitv 
uoiU'tl in Kili.ir But c.io muIv <(•» |i h\ 
jHi^.iiiii.irli Mishi.i niid In*' Mip 
ixiTlvis with huTi .11 the iiriM’ o( ihc 
vliH Ivins Ihi’V will ikHxl iti hr i;iv« n 
|l•rs 4 <. cilhri III (hi* «t<ilr ixiMv oi ;it iIk 
C riUfr to keep (hrm liri(;(jv 

SI K.ijiv (iandhi is ginn)’ lu invr 
Jagannath Mishia .inv! hi*> -iijuiottcis 
posts in the parlv i>r m xovriurik Nl, >u 
wiJI liavc to take tutr iImi be i' x s vrj 
wkIkhii huinduiing Mishr.i'** aich lu.tl. 
Khagwat jha Aud Huir i> .i i;(j<jd 
a*as(in lor not hurtiiu.* Axad. ih is .i 
coftipletelv hiHU'si fxilitic un ,mmI <mi asset 
to Ihe party. Tnlt ss Kmju lakes 

such a step. I hr Longress looki wdJ fn' 
banished tnxn Ihhjr Hr nnisi Trrnrdi- 
her llujt elections v annul U* won hv 
speedH'S akinr. Arxl lhal .< mmji wilh 
grassr<«>K supr»>ri i« !ix> valuafili' :i 
pofalK’ul vXMiimoditv lo kisr B 
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SUNDAY WEEK 


BYAMRITLAL BEGINNING 18 DECEMBfR 1988 



ARIES {t^ Marth—» Aprllj 
lhrr»} mav IX* d Irw 

>r iht Nisi 
pnri oi lh€ Week Domes!''. 
UiottUrmv Will i.vmmiiw lo 
hnrhm you Dui Oo not Infte is tl>'>ov 
Wkll jWK>n irian<j<‘ iw (he heitei :x<;ai 
engagemvnu> v, » ‘■eup wu bwy flm riQ 
IMe sn(r»ri (1 hdH nl thir week 
wHivgnl'Od MHrn,iae is iX' Ihe (iVj*, 
Intinrls and rHrV'v»*'.w«ll TeMielfilui 
Good dale) Xi dn«5 ;'J 
iMCkv number)' e f hf\ii 
Favourable direclion' rnsr 

TAURUS {7) Aprll-20 Hay) 

' •lr^^>(s'M^J wf''»*r', 

A ii rtf' M'W'irflec Thr> >s ii 
we^'X Uti rc/ngrn.i> 
rri«(rr».K|e ’.v <K> dhed'l 
nriij OI iM' plat*', (<" ih*( Kiinrc Hki'.o whii 
jiu woi(oii| Ut v' rnrirnoi] may Ii>hJ n 
|,tfilf.<M .il (lie l;•r<} '1^ nH> ^lxH4' 

be ii It'w ji'ohhrri'. f«f' the (fiilHSs or\9l 
hr>ril yymr rjl y^nj ill'' t-Xeiy m Ouftn Invn 
minnf ai(m*'fir'. 




Good dales ih 


’ll an 


27 





Lucky numbers: '> urd 6 
Fuvuurible direellOA. ^ooih 

UEMINI (21 May—» Ju0e) 
Tl'i^ 'H a 'pcky week 
r’mjjlovef**! Rii;.i/i*",S'neri 
nre fl'Jvn^ (i> lie i .jiplui 
whiN' oiUMXHj T<"w con 
irnri'i I'lOfierty dilute*, will fk^ anivi'rl 
iithK.uMy You wll hom ripw mve*! 
f>iOMh Your r»HJlK)nyhip with n incmUt* cif 
Ihe urWMl*' "in* iTiay ledU (o a f col ove*sy 

Kii.i IH iv)! a wwk li^ fom'jAte^ 

Good darts 2 ). 22 a>4 23 
Lucky number! 3. S ano / 

Fmurtbie dirteUon; Nmtn weyt 

CANCER 121 June—20 July) 

Thiti 1^ rioi d tuvotiKipk* 
week lor yuu You <iie 
adviSbU noi to !« >mpu( 
•$ivu If you hove any un* 
hrtishea work, you would do (wllur lu 
complete ii as soon as possible (suard 
against enemies The deiorioraii'>g hea»rh 
ol on elderly member ot the lamity mighr 
cause some anxiety The lime is r>oi 
suitable tor correspondence regatd.rtg 
maifimony. 

Good dales: 20. 2i ai^d 2A 
Lusby numbtri: 1. 3 at>d 4 
Fimirable dIrecIlM: West 


LEO 121 July . 20 Aegusll a 
L i fiv 90 Od vK't'V k*'. .ihean 
of you ViiiH knar>;v4'p(n 

flOCl*> H(l ! t^lil t'Ul do 'HI* 
hccx*uv4Qftn' ^ 'HkT ,ou 
have been walng ij* nwY Ixino 
(Ki ngs f.mpioyoe*. w«M (m* iiWHUko 
Aopo>niinenl$ and i‘rK)i*ge:*icn(^ w«(i kt,*ef' 
vi'w busy La.«''>i|irs v'ki Mimti 

xuiOty MaHirKPi'b au hevi ch/'.i 
ponud 
Ooed dales /3 ai*o 
■ Lucky avmbtrt 2. ^ ir>d / 

Favturibte drricMa: Nij*ih 

VIRGO (21 Au|usl.20 
$tplenber) rh>N $ a *<•<'» 
oi m'xHl (firtuxies Y«>.i mw 
«MK'sed I'l ayuH) .ui ung*. 

t.oMtu ifsf*^>4fs The lKr» «*. 
rx)* nglii Ipr cominvni •*«] ni'w 

nin|(i( suKei ’H'iiu* fwart'sii kius 
((•p'.e who are e<iK>*v»yed 

m>qM have a (i>w (iruCJem \ w<ih rrio i 
ho:>’,es Keep an vye im yijui ‘rw*' hvriin* 
>jv wen as itwi nr yuur pa* met 
Ceod tares i$ im a) 

Lucty numbers ' i> and R 
Favourable tireclioe. S'xrtn wr‘st 

L18RA (21 Seflember—2b 
Ociebtr) ths no( ^ 
L'lviiuraixe week Sih yov 
Pey heod to ;he a'hncc oi 
rtiders Pi(iiess«unei;. 
'^touid uiikse el the opfiortu.>e>es lhai 
cinne Iheir way Your rinanc>ei prosiuHtti 
no noi Km iNtyhl but do rui worry (;■ 
Ihinos wM soon *.*\di)gtf lut the botler Do 
«iof mix work w*lh piMuru 
Good daM: 16. 22 and 23 
Lucliy flumbtre: 3. € arid V 
Favoucabli dirtcllofi. Norm ejsi 

SCORPIO (21 0c1eber-2G 
Nouernber) Imanc-aiy. ihs 

*s a very lucky tihabe You 
wiU profit lrofr» ‘TpeculAltve 
vemures—you couU head 
for (he slock exchange righlaway 
Businessmen wik gel new opporlunihes 
Employees writ oroqress sieadiiy Kowev 
er. (he domestc (rgn* wiH no* b« free Itoiit 
Iruuble A Wier irom a distant relatfve 
rmghl tKing some good news The iime is 
•deal (or romance 
Gaed dates' 19. 20 and 2i 
uidry numbers; 2. 4 and 6 
Favoerable dtredlM: Wes* 



WV**'. Vru 




1 ' '( ' U'.ll W< (|»' 

'.1 >« U" ij(*‘ l«' • , I 


SAGITTARIUS (21 Novem> 
bui - 26 Oecemberi * i 

,|*|1 I'.IVI' It, I 'll* 

ri« «i'"H SIikL'IH'. « N ,j ' 

*.■:! I., .. . nil*' .il I " 

A« i> lit' ii'Vi'i*. Juii Fi' IIS*' 
11 . :HT li|» * h '* 

\ «n.i, ... Hi.'vV''c> '• I'j’ 

j I e ••*11 j'l.i.J," F 11.* ii»' .**.• ' I'l .I'jv » n 
' ii l•'rl.< <• i 
I •% tfv • * *1 

^ Good dales 
Lucky numbers. i < ,i' i (• 

Favourable ditaciien r« 

CAPR1CCIRN (?t December— 
20 January) Dk- *(.ii:. .iri* 

r\ W I \ U ' '' ''I'' 1' Lll li'^r .i'kI 
D ' I'l'.l'i 1' Y«nj •'« i|(ii'nv'* u 

U'A 1 I ^Fr't I ''ll w viiijr Sli* 
< 'Ai'i'k I'l' .iMi’.IV .U|<| 

.. (Ki mn hi' i(p:/i'f ' vom 'i*i.«'VC 

r*H>r IK w*. hiCMi'ii nii'n »wlt <*i-n ' IkihOi' 
toi r^K. iHiih i a,.m( ..uhf Ai'ii'iiii'ii An 
u( li'iiy \4 r^iv !> ^.ii nMt'r yuu 

(•*•((1 (m '«rU host iti lu I 

Good dares ik v .'<iki .'i 
Lvefey numbers * i' it'd f 
Favourable direction hf 




AQUARIUS (2f January-20 
February! lii' > i*. nni ijo>^r< 

> lilt v'.'ij |,«| !»,. 

i.lu' (K t', W'H '111 'liipiOA' 

.. 

»i*vh V IV ti'j'jy i‘ririf,'T '• > i ti')'•<*,taiv<'& 

l*lHJ iU( yriu «!,■ l.gsHV ' W.M'(i'<r. 1 'ijh' lip 

fiol uv^r'.P.ofi Vfi.,i'*.*-ii ((iis • (he diM' \i. 
mHkr .luw Irurii}* "iH'iitiiutMal 

plar'i. A .iWntrO V'l'i'r a ii U*.1i.Fk yini 
Good da*6s :‘n ;'i jnn 
Ucliy numbers h ? i 
Favourable dircrlion. Ih-h 

PISCES |2l February-2d 
ttsrclil [Fiis i:, iKif ^ <}(>i.ici 
A' «'k !iH roiiia'i' •' n *ihi|ht 
•'•''^ijOiiurfil.ir jK 'i iTught 
iHK c'ins' n ';.'iuv' Ljr pr»rmrf 
nent csita'irv-rnei l fMy on yoji 'ntii.ti'iri 
and bu&ri<t:.s .H,)jrnen In h<ilvt' V'lui fri in 
oMf D»«»S>lemE Do urn cFuruj^ ,i fUj > I 
dcril y The d.*(uf to'al: ng I'enlth *<' 'aj :'h •> / « 
emse lo y<H> miglii c^tise you !*oriie r«nx*i'< 
(v Yoomayhave ii^gotm;, (oui irin* cricl 
ut (ht* wrxjk 

Gedd dales; 19. 23 anj 2*1 
Uicby numbers. 2 , 3 am A 
Favourable dliaeiiOR' North 



Sue PirlMrs: Camr—ltd 


Thia relaiionahip is orw thai is Lkefy lo iiave many ups and downs. While the Lao woman is iikaiy to rnnkc* a wrjndeiini 
riQUiaM< the Cancer man is unMitlv to M pleased about her d<sin(efesi m fiousework Qosidei the Leo woman is -ir 
mouvendenr son wh«ie her Cancer panner en|Oys the role nt bo«n^ ittn prnvioor ol me femUy 
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ODDSANDTRENDS 


In the lurch 

nui II ■! ■■ I ’'I i-if'lH 
ici • I .'i J,'' .1 

NVullX (U. M. • ,1^ H <»l 111 
' i III I III ii1.li liiiih )h« 11< {h; 
i l.iriN|Bit{ ^ MipMi.ithiii 

' I •'{ I. |Ji llil I' ifi«' 

mm 1\ I ilv III \<ihlt i: M liixil 
111* < |1.i( 1< ijlllJr'lj Ni ll.U 

Ihnf lull iK'i I lit liusi"* 

fji'i.tilT, il liU 

iiiK I II liiU. N'Tt I lilt 'll 
VI |l K 1k<l1 Ih 1 O |Vi»VmI 
iri^ |lii< M liidr* 

lill I I j C IM' <I*'i Ilk «l 

('I willklliO^ 

U\' III (i'IIiIkM ( IIiI Kim'«Ii 1I It 

Il.t'i (h liitrilK ill'i uwU ii tiuil 

Il kitl lN’k4'i oliLiirKYl |ljr 
|H>iriiis'iiiiii ol ill! < I hli.il 

C 'lllMH'nl .!• « '|lilK*ll 
1 lilt' kliiM 11I1IHXMI 

V <il'|lill,l(li4l A< > llkr 
I Mil Tv M hi"jl I liikirvii will 
Kivviiixn III tin* 

I iiniUii r.iliji' mW to v luatl 
HiH Mrt llW' IIH'MlIM’IMI'lUt <i| 
riDlllll^ till II nun IIH illiv<»( 
ll.lJl'i^llilt < IliVKillhK . pHHl 
lhlllK^ (Ion t l.i>*i liiti'MT. 


Pisciphobia 

^)t‘r:^.i1is iirt’ h.iviiiK ii' 

Ki\i* lip IhciT fjivountc 
m:n'lwr jhd. TIh*v an* ivm w 
llu> Ktkp ,1 slr.iri>tt' phi> 


f|s|l, i .ih Otl^lW ilfi' p.l2lh 

•iriKk 

Vixiilii iiMi r> ki't'iMiik! Hm< 
Tk-Ji k 11 mK < ri'wils .'iw.iY Jr<<M 
11K'«II 1.11 k* 1 I1 k' ii'.ii.ilK 
k * I IMS!»ii f I •.Il si ,iBs v\ rni .1 
sit.kiiA'K tk'stTliNl livAk 
l|l•••r•Ll^s |*|>h||HKIVlTs 

.111 utlui.iRi vioir>*<i.iiHJ 
ir .ii ’lul (lirs HiR run ihii nl 

iHtsinr.sv II (Im* fiKibti I'oik 
tlllil(’sl«*l lot)}! 

All in aR. teiwn (Ih* lai i 

I lull lish ioiihs .1 sl.i|ili* 

.>1 iIh> IMii^ili HHsil. .1 iHHtd- 

Mr |ic«>t4i'iii f.iirv iW 
/m/ni (m biiv oi rii)( (ti hui! 


The last act? 

^^muiiiv IHii.lK mIiii"Ims 
.< IlKJkitiVr iMMIh'iS 

lh( M*<hv* ^IHl l>llslth*>Ml 

iillYlHIInll IIIH^lfl.ml tlMM.I 
I .Ills*', .IS Aiikiki >kiiik.ii. 
iHiltil ikriiM’Dsr. IukKIikLis 

SIh> ih I.h iil with iIm’ iHiiA 

iHS 1 t>i ImMII^ Uu hisY lk*UII 

ill*' iNUv >4kknk.ii liHlMCtil 
lure < Viiiif uK .ikullj uIhiIi 
IUIKllni>s<i|ll nl A |IMV.kll* 
s) llTMlI I lu M IhhiI .iuiIhh 

llK''sh.lM >« I Uil IHllH V IKI 

(Ik* ii'hliv (M»H Alt* lh<* pr«* 

UHM’S .Ui Ilk'S Hllt'Tkl l«> nfk M 

■\ Ml irK esM in X11* N >1 ( Im*i e 
.Anviki SImiiIui. /kini; »ith 
h(*T kite IniNliarKl I ’rUs 



Sh.tiik.ir. ii.HJ NiuihIimI llu* 
v'IhnR 2'J N4Mr:i .i>Ei> uilh 

AhtKIt (ttillJo.VD '•(ixMlIs 
111(1.1 V. ikK'ic .ir**r>(iiisUi 

(k'lilsiHi iIh* lolls ,iimI till (l.ilr 

i»s«*i Ivnr |i.i'«iil miC 

• tl I hi* Ill'll ir 111 Kin I Ik < it'iii t e 
rvtii reeiivinl i(k* S*Mi‘t 
UimlNdiiu W.uill.H IIWS. 

'|lH'i'kisufC4i| ilk' IIMKU 
(W HI VI ill IKif ikllv 11 HMl 1.1 b 
111 .1 |Mt I ol livh.rs 1 liltui .ll 
lK*nt.ikk'. IhiI wifl.ilvi Ik* .1 
hiinulMiKHi liir (Ik' in.in uIh > 
jkii hklu im IIh* iiihiii.il iiup 
«•! ilu' uihU 


Literacy drive 

I ik*! I I'l lil 1 kiHs^itKvt s 

(i.iwNHichv iriiminiMi).irA( 
uiiukl no liHiKi*r ft'H hnn-d 
Ilk w Alii ol «i piiHtirik* dunni; 


llk'ir )our}ky. As pari ol the 
.'iDihniikis iKerai y dni'e laun- 
1 hed bv on Ahinedabad- 
KiSi'd (tuTxIhian iiMitulion. 
(nijni ol Vi(lyap<.*eth. youii^ 
M>lui>U'**rs will pii’k willing 
nien.iiHl women tit irnin^ and 
leji'h litem ilk* I Km* K's in 
(ht* (jukkesl poi-sible lime 
Willi lilt* help ol spei ially 
pii*l>.ii(*d b<">ks. Aci ordins 
ti> K.iilik'd I'tinkh. vice* 
I'luniclliir of ftU)Hra( 

V Hlvapeelh. the stole lias 5(i 
kakh iliiieruleti m the aije 
)0 nup«»l \ r> .k^ vi*ar s iih'lud * 
ih»: :i.'k Liklis lM*lori|ttn^ lo Ifio 
i.iirer M‘ii. rill* (hunslakinp 
cll<»ASol r.iiikh. M'huKlK 
hiiitiii •! (lus year’s Nehm b* 
li'nk y Award, has paid rich 
ilividemls tn ihe Ai irsitlh 
kluudlvirv ijovernniefil, 
S(HiH' (hree Uikh |M*i>ple from 
I.L'iKi Mlkiket* ran now read, 
wriii* .im! i ikunl. 

Stopping the 


oppii 

hen 

ll.T.I .>[ W.lcl 

on (Ih* r.imiMki' is oik* of (he 
mo*.i chinKeroim adversoneH 
111 (lie oHintn>Kle. irswell 
lu^h iniiKKSillle to cheek (he 
ilei 1 ' I mined p r< igress < if the 
helK’inolhs, as (he Weal 
Ik’iiijal forest dcparlinenl 
Ivis realised. A wild herd 
Inmi liihiir i rossi'd mloWesl 
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bid—pi»ciph«rbia—the ftrar of 
fi^h. And the fear is nut 
without reason. Wi(h media 
reports of deaths in Assam. 
Manipur ard Mcftholaya m 
lew months as a 
n* 4 p of the uU emtive dis* 
cadvsyndromr which luive 
iOBtled different vanetws of 


• Ntw D€lHl A siuOeni ol lha Vivekanano Mahiio 
Colleen IS running Irom pitar to post to prove mat she has 
appeared and passed he* 6 A eaammatkKi Arcoidmg lu 
ihe lesuks pu|ilished by Delhi UnivG<s*ty the siudeni had 
passed the eaam.nalicn However ihe marksheet issued 
1o her has declared her absent tor (he English Language 
exammadon. rhe student's appeftis. leniinders with 
documented proof and records have so far fatian on deaf 
e3rs.-^afriof <J R Lurotya. N(XDA) 

^•DANOALOAE TNs .s a rare case ol leduiers out* 
rurnbeiing students in the Government Junior College at 
Belgumba >n Arsikeie la/uK ihete are ten lecturers and 
seven stuiienis. The govemmem spends Rs 38.000 a 
month on Ihe saivies ol lecturers hi Ihe coflage'^ The 
Hvtdu (C S N Murlhy. Bangalore) 

• BfLASPUA Ever heard of ’income lax' being being 
coHected from consumers by traders? ki the Himachal 
Pradesh State Forasts CorporaMn. buyers are bang made 
to pay ‘income*iax’ on every gumiei or firewood they 
purchase. TNs iHegH ex(o<0on hes increased ine pnee of 
f*rew00d from Ra 59 to Rs 68 a dumiai ’The buyers have 
now sought legal aceon aganvl the corporabon for (his 
illegal ’overcherging’^T?)# rrjpvne (RC Ooyet. Sdan) 
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Bc*ngu s Mtdnaprirc district 

ructfiiily and is creating 
havuc. ConventKinal methods 
having failed, the stale guv- 
emmem. in desperation, has 
asked the defence ministry 
for a helicopier to drive the 
tuskers back to Hihar. An 
elephantine problem, indeed' 





RANDOM NOTKS 


UJUriARAKSHASA 


A U Onssa Con^^reftsmen 
did niA welcome the 
reinduction oi Nandini Sat* 
pachy to the party lold. While 
chief minister J.B. Patnaik 
felt that she pos^ a threat to 
' hiA position, PCC([) presi- 
, deni K.C. Lenka considered 
^ her «1 rival for the post of 
f chief iiunisier. Sfi the two 
jfNned hands against a oKti* 
mon foe. Keluctant to 
antagonise the parly high 
command, Patnaik has bm 
using Lenka tr» get at her. 
but Mrs Saipalhy has not 
been cowed by the combined 
onslaught. 





NeAdMl Satpetny wAdauncM 

mg. but also burkhcO an 
atlas’ll on thi* lA'nka t’ainaik 
combine, asking these pre¬ 
sent tu fighi agautsi *nuiic4e- 
nal and burriiucratic oimip* 
tKO*. 

Tile outcerm; of ihc bHltlr 
within the Congress parly m 
Orissa wiO depend un vrho 
the bgh convnand bvours. 


In the polKical 
Hmelight, at last 


H e c<iuld have been the 
Congress' M(iK the 
IMrtys wrff s alt her. At k asl 
that is what celluked hero 
Siva;i (ianesan firmly be* 
beves. fits giealrst grtxise 
when lie was m the Ciongn'ss 
W!i7t that he was iMrf heitig 
given enough pr<HiitfH*ikc. 
* 1 i n sheer jeakAisv on the 
pan of siane of ihr lc»d(*rs in 
Tamil Nadu, especialy fi.K. 
Miiopaiur, that has k'd in iny 
being bidehni<d by the* higli 
nmimarid ih'spiic my i>npu* 
larity on thi* scr<*«m." was his 
oiftstant compbint. 

Now that he lias liAnu'd 
hib own party•• tlie Tanurlu* 
il4 Munnclra Munnani 
(TMM> he IS using hn» Ins 
Innnk aMities agmnsi the 
Oingressd), espi'cMly Ihs 
i4d rival. i'CCdj president 
MiK>pariar “Hr>w <.uii these' 
Cimgrc'^sfli headers now 
pnn laim th(*y will limig Imck 
Kamaiai nik* m 1'ainif Nadu, 
when th (7 al pinfli'd agjnnbl 
hmi and harassed the great 
leader during h»s hfelune?** 
Ihunden (xanesan at puMk* 


mei'iuigs, '*WonK*n will n*)i 
be ahh to walk safely with 
lh<*ir k'^lA on.” h(‘ w^rns 
the people of the stale. Hui 
will luK ekxquence dissuack.* 
lh<> I'lei'loraie Irom votuig 
for ihe Congress .it the com¬ 
ing Assviiililv electionsP 


A tail of two 
politicians 

T hev are both fr<aii Sarigh. 

And Ihei'ein lies a tiile 
(laiPi. Bi'cause. according to 
iiisKk'rs, ihv reason A.(L 
Kulkann. ihe Knjya Sahlia 



K.C.Unkt:1l9hm«Hrt$MpMhy | 

To mark Indira Gandhi's ' 

birth anniversary on 19 j 

November, some of the 
partymen organised a func* I 
tion in Cuttack—this was be* 
sides the official program¬ 
me—and invited Mrs Sat- ' 
pathy to attend. Obviouslv 
wemed by reports of in¬ 
creasing mass su^^rt for i 

Mrs Satpathy. Lenka 
announced at a meeting in 
Congress Bha>van that no 
'parallel function' would be 
'tolerated*. 

but this warning did not 
deter Mrs Satpathy or her 

followera. She not only 1__ 

addressed the large gather* ^ siM|iOaAe«aA;teUfifon 



L 

Ml’, has It in (nr former 
Mnharashtrii chief minister. 
Vusantdada Ihilil, is liecausc 
the two rikm-'in ihetr salad 
days- fell out over a (natter 
of Ihe heart. 

Kulkarni. who is a 
j Brahmin, misses no uppor- 
I turuty tu puriray Dada as an 
' unscrupulous Brahmin. Now, 

’ he IS demanding the closure 
of Maharashtra's largest 
sugar factory. The reason: it 
leu untreated effluent flow 
into Sana's water supply, 
thereby causing innumerable 
gastrO'Cntestinal epidemics in 
the area. The Centre, too. 
has issued a show-cause 
notice to the ^tory for fail¬ 
ing to take adeguale ami- 
pollution measures. 

And guess who owns the 
Singti sugar factory? Why. 
Vaaantdada Patif. of cuurse.M 


•UUMT 








I 


DELHI DIARY 


0 i MIZAMUDOm 







I No helping hand 
I for Singh 


f ^^01 (Im |ias 1 six iiv»ntlts, 

^ ■ UhMR) nuTiivti'i Itc xmi* 

niuiiK'Hlumv. Vc(T IVih.Kliit 
h<is it<>t IukI <1 |ta ivni^il 

si\'i clary. N'>. « }<• uM rfiji 

lx- Wirtk Ml 

imuh (Ibil lu' (k«‘> iu>t IrH 
(fn* IHM (i fijr ;< hcljHiiK 
I It IS lUSt (Ml IVS I'lK'M^n 

I cHnOidiklc Inr llu* pi»sl S.l*. 
Siituh< HM IAS iiOiicr uf llir 
HI' c.iilrv 'III* rot iih^ 
; Invour M'iDi I’, CliKfaniharam. 
niinsUT ul ftu pvf* 

Sdiind. 

Cluiliiml'ordoi dhiicicd to 
ilio aptKiiniini III tin thr 
jOiiunOs tluil S ” Sniicli was 
t<Mi )iiniiii (41 tvcnnH* ilu* 
per Sima I senmnry uf a 
CahiiK‘l nii;u«t4.’i V.|(. Siotfli 
(IicTi wTiAv A Idler (o Chi« 
(imibfiraiii. pdiiitinK lui iha( 
M'vcrjl otlnM Cdhimi minis 
tits had (lerNinal seirelanc' 
whii were jurimr l4i S.l*. 
Smiz)] JJr rmived a icpiv 
iMil Ironi Clixlanilioraiii. but 
ih(> 'ifficcr iin special duly M 
Ibt* mmistrv nf (HTsunncI 
lhat lh«* nindi*!' >vas pcndirik! 
wilh (Ih* LabiiH I Cdiinulti'v 

of Appcvitinenis nnd there 
was nuihin^ ilie mimstrv of 
fiersiairicl cuuld do Vtct 
hahadur Siiigli is slill smart 
inp rniin suvh hiph-handi^j 
beluividur. 


WW he, won’t he? 


I n lus SuNDAV inirrvK'w, 
Kajiv said that he miglit 
briiiR Amitabh Havhcbdn 
back. This set off (evensh 
speculatxMi tn the effect (hat 
the lanky superstar mi^t be 




. I 



I 



P. Ci iiaa w t ■!■■ o m dH* vaw 

r»efM in one uf the forth* 
c'onuip byekrctiuns 

But. Dtiu iAary learns 
that Kachi'han is unwilhnK lo 
stand—piven his health and 
hn father’s recent iffoeiw-- 
and that K^**s remark was 
riMire bravado than anythmjt 
else. 

Hachchan could, however. 
stiU make a comeback at the 
Reneral i4et*tioo. 


Another deal for 
Bofors? 


I I now looks as ttmjth the 
gi'vemment wiH |{o ahead 
with Its plan lu ask Bofors to 


mS A 
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SMifhTeditfwer 

repay the Ks 64 crures it 
dided out as conmvssions 
(mr St’SMV 4~ 10 />«*./ 
As Bofors wants another 
contract worth several hiiO' 
dred crores. the Rs 64 
nores arc d»rken*feed and 
the arms pani wdl Rbdty part 
with the money. 

Iliis should finish the 
Bofors issue off «ioce and for 
afl. according to Con({revs(I> 
sources. WiD the Opposition 
be able lo botch this 
strategy? Unlifcely. consider¬ 
ing the mess that the Raja of 
htoida and his cohorts luve 
made of Bofors so lar. 


Papas make 
way 


S ometanes the zeat of 
CemgressTnen can prove 
emb^trrassmg. espedaly for 
their fathers. Kecently, 
Vibhakar Shaslh. grandson 
of former Prune Mn^ier Lai 
Bahadur 5>hastri and son of 


AmnaSeiBechchwi: 

Oead^m to powie* f 


Uluon minister uf state fur 
agriculiure. Han Krishna 
Shasth. put hts father in an 
awkward pusiiion when Rnjiv 
(Gandhi came tn attend a 
wedding at (he Shastn rc»i* 
dence 

Vihhakar asked the I'nme 


u 




•- I 

Mimsier to rely on "younger 
men bke me. instead of de¬ 
pending on old people bke my 
father" As Rsjiv Gandhi 
raised his eyebrows at this 
remark, Shastri Senior inter* 
iected. "Sir. do not go by his 
advice. He is a child. " While 
fothefs promote sons in poli¬ 
tics, the younger generation 
seems to want t^ir papas 
out of the way. ■ 












i I vr since VeJic ttrnes. coiour 
a iw special place in 

'^dK^tars and sagoi sutdieU the 
/ •A'chologicai and physioiogu^ 
ijfpcts c/ colour on btittum life 
i’fcent scientific Jtndings indkute 
<* closeness in t^uf^ to the 
coiour symbolic studies of the 
itretUfishis 


Red. 

Think red. 

And >xKi'll Think anger 
Think red again 

AixJ youll chink .something else. 
Cimr^te. 

Passion. 

Pure natural emotioas. 

In Eict cadt time )'uu think red. 
>XHi‘ll encounter differcni 
images 


Danger. 

Drama 

Fire. 

Vitality 

Wi!lto-win. 

Vital force. 

Desire. 

Selfishness. 

Sensuoliry. 

Bui the most imix^nant thing Is 
ihac red b all powerfiit in the 
world of colour. 


Ce/ouf Chtm 


Where chemistry takes raany hues. 

Gilour CiKin Unirtcd. 194. Oiiirchgau* KrclamatHjn, Uocr^My^OO 020. 





Some possessions tieline a eharaeler. 

Some tlislini^nish it. 



/\ eiizaretle so tiistinmiishecl. 
Ifs In ap|X>intmenl lo \t>ur niaiesU . 




























Adistinguished taste of luxury. 


Theworkl of quiet, undentat«delegance. Bene^ilisa flurry of high exdtement.. 

The excitement of good taste. And Indulgence. The rich, smooth, satisfying flavour of Chancellor Luxury Filters 

A cigarette created irorn the finest tobacos and a special filler. 
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t}pini«niruChsTi»r|M 9n9-nQ««le«i«bfHy 


Some p( 


or of prldo 

t UkliisT^u ratlin K(l^ 
niKiiNhiil c’Vvn 

til Mvh's ;iway 

fi < ii n »t s v\m i til I iHKiii (7 7h* 

4-00 

lJ<uni>nT> TiK vurirm 
III {nd(» Anijtiin wnliTs 
van |h'iIm|ih Im> .itlni>kiU*UlM 
rlKOikfOMi iIh'M niriiOibn 
)(ua(A* ha^ iiicdnjm (if 
I'ominunx Jlkin njzhl Irnni 


■ Our Kai hangover is far 
(i<im over. When il comes to 
ihi' Kn^h^h. we canncrt set* 
beyund OMT »>»«» Kven 
medkirre talent K whu 
cIvMise lo write m the 
Anidi^ toTiKut* are made 
mueh «)f. while I hr works ol 
even the i^eitesi kciws tti 
the vefTbieular i» reie^led to 
the shadows. Is a necessary 
to main* smiia sung and 
dtiKe about lusnrl^v kfce 
11 panian> u Chat le()ee who 
has tmly one nwe)^r«djtcd 
<iut ol hiH occrisicinaly cs* 
isimg tunes as a dvil ser* 
vant- lohneredn? 

We art* diuppuinted. 


• • .**'« .1 ^vmr\\f<K 

In nam« only 

Y our article iShufBnit lAe 
pixi. 4 ^iODecentberJ 
nude mirrest mg reading. 




tlw' (UiVH of the Rhi. As with 
nnv oiIk’i Ki)>tli>li 

(<Mi IKt'lls WriUTs JIh! 
ers t< > krev Jt aliv< t hven 
tile sivU* hikI dei'(4y enlrcti* 
ehcH rcMils of iIh* lanksiap'. 
wriiiTs all ovcT ihi’ world 
hrfvr It U w;i». bi* 

do* si hrarteinT)^ to know lh;U 
a iKiinkrrol l'uli:i'i wnt«*r'. 
Sire iivikinc tIk'u in;irk m 
Ki}>.4i''h lit el .M irro I Ih* re<* 

I '^lulM and .HTkinn on lo 
lgi|taJloi<!i.in wsuei'>is,( 
nciitc I ol piRk UH a&i4us, 
SacftrMtfwMAdf Sa^aWr, 
•4tskvafOrt99s> 


JH’ .AlCC tl> itxlav has be* 
v'ome 6 non-working txxJy 
and Usi 2 rnrral secretanes 
nK-n* 'tigmehrods'. Eighteen 
gi’i wral set relanes ai 4 8 
nviiM lb b surely smie fund 
of 3 ret ord! I hiniig Nehni's 
lum> as I'rvnt* Mmisttr. par¬ 
ty hinctMMiaiU's K’tiuM pby 

an niiiKai.ini mlvmnalKinal 
issues Mis(>andhil«m be* 
gao cm :i (ironnsuig note but 
jsUUepoktK'Visis were never 
git t*n llk'ir nghtJul posiivms 
bs ilk’ Uw iSiine Mnsier. 
Kajiv (randhi hai» abo proved 
to be hi« mother's u» on this 


dounL Today, the general 
secretanes are not nudi 
more than puppets who 
dance to the high command’s 
tiint, Ghidam Nabi Aaad is a 
loyalist who refrains from 
issuing statements cm his 
own. C. K. Moopanar. (he 
PCC <1) chief U Tamil Nadis 
has been honoured with the 
designatiofl only to ensure a 
Con^^s wtory in the state 
dunng the neRi Assembly 
elections. With the esce^Hm 
of Oscat Femantles. no* 
body realy matters ui the 
AlCCtl) framework. 

It as time Kagv Gandhi 
realised that tugoi the 
voles, he has to do more 
than just attract huge crowds 
to his lalhe^ and lhal n is wii 
possible to will electH>n>; ofi 
the hi rength of one*^ chans 
maahmr TheCongressd) 
would do weS Vi slren 0 hi'n 
(ts party at the grassroots 
level or dse be prepared k^r 
an unpfeasani surpnse h i the 
forthttmng eletikHis. 


Showmanship yw ifo 

T ful prose 
l« r epi >fl only giv.*s ihi* ^>1 

idfhsal fnduii version t rf |y y ^ (q 

the ffi the Maklivc« 
fAfah* nsM'fifsnv' lii— 1ft p.C.fam 

November) *nic views of •me«r. A 

the menYiWfns an* I'qu.'iHy 6v»aAe« 

mpiirtairi. If llrv wto sue 
tVbSful. Indu W(SiM iMve 

CuntsHii'd (<i mami.iuj Ii h irI* A n#>4 

\y reblions with thei ii «is ii 

<kl nillx' ol cm»ltrH'^ ^Plie a 

bke ibikNl.inand fkmgl^ideslr I lerci 

wfuih wv under niilit^rv Novembt 

ruk'. Fn'SKk’ol t«HVorau '< Alter H I 

regime wii> i ert.iaih' not cracy ha^ 

WTlhuul Its shall'of fl.iw>, Il iNkisUn. 
is doubtful whetbi'r lb tse Mrrvcs in 

who initialed tfh* coup were the hght i 

MWn Oeepi t> ih» Wa W Iv tt : milHjifvaanaftiun 


actualy mercenanes Be* 
sides. It is more important 
lor our govemcneiii to solve 
t he mess in l^inyab than gel 
ourseKvs uivulved in the 
affairs ol a krreign country. 
(Inc can only oxll India's 
military adventure h simple 
msc of shnvprnianahip. 

S. IlmftMwflu 

gaappey (lUrM 


Cooperation 

•ollmed 

T he story did run seem to 
be loiisialcnt with the 
actual pusiiion in the slate 
(7Vniir m iht majki-tphct, 
4^ lb Det'cfmtwr). 1'ho state 
guvernniem Iuk issued clear 
mstruciKiRsi I the ixdicc to 
(k*al linnly who all mis* 
c ruaiUfl. The ptohlem arises 
riamly because ol the reluct* 
ars e uf victims to give in* 
lorrtiatitmio the amhorihes. 
The police <irc aware of this 
problem and liave stepped up 
(heir intelligeixe ni.'K'hiiKry. 
In all, 64 esir(*mislsh^)Ve 
already b<*cn an ested 
year However, for success* 
ful pn^strculMVi in 
coufW Ol law. victims will 
have lonMiperHle with (he 
ixilice. 

P.C. 9*1*, puMt rafMloftj 
•ne«r, 4aMma«dce. 
OtfwfAeHtAaaam) 


A now era 

T liecovei story w:ts in* 
leresting ( Wh.it iifxlKZl 
NovemU'r* '.i Decemlicr). 
Alter 11 lung years, demo* 
cracy has been restored in 
iNkisUn. Bena 2 ir Bhutto de- 
Mff ves our praise for winning 
the bght she had begun so 


OovanClF^VBr 









• The ouicnme of the elec* • 
tioos shows that the peo|)le 
in that counry have always 
&vourv^ democncy Be* 
naur and her mother Nusrai 
Bhjtto have won the admira • 
tk>n of millmns of people aD 
over the world for havuiK the 
courage and fc^ude to fodtt 
a^insi General 'iA'% lyran- 
fucai regimv. With the res¬ 
toration of democracy, one 
canoidy hope ihatit wil 
mark the beKmiiuiK a new 
dupter in lwh>*Fak reb- 
tkxis. Let peace and har 
mony rdjtn where there has 
been mistrust and hate. 


Cinema’s hero 

T l>c feature cuiNoseciud* 
dm Sh^ inade mlerect- 
mK reachiiK 1 1 JV hen attd 
men. N«ot*ml»ei- A tie- 
ctinher). He is om* of the 
few aclciTN who hold a fiiKk' 
of place in 1 he world <if cine¬ 
ma !h> decimal to clunicv 
overloiH'mfnercial cinema 
wa> mk'ed a wise caie. *tr 
else he woidd have been 
wa<led ■! Ifo* oft-repi'ated 
IhiMik'Sof politKS ai^ povt*r 
iy ilui fuoii a pari of an 
esMina Nasivr's prohicni 
bes in his eajtemess to sliake 


is the wil TTSSa 

the wW • ^ J H 

political mntiK, V' ^ 
the columnist ap^. ) 
suffennjt from a rruhk 
tmn. Kilher he tliitikshdL^ 
India ctimprises unly thf 
di bell or that all IK well 
within the non-Congress 
mtmsines. 

Has Mr Nayar forgotten 
about Kerala where eight 
senior othcers were sacked 


(knasir Btiullo 

ni.inv years d\iii The (M»<»pk 
'•I I'^ikistan inusl be Con* 
iiLiie<l for standing up lor 
ih iVKrucy, Ah(»vt' atl. the 
;riiiiv most he aimplimented 
i<it billowing di'imn racy to 
lel uni 

Mrignayani SMefr. Oe*r* Oun 
tUtw 

9 hoi the first lime inilie 
liistikry of I'aktsi.in, a w<anan 
ius liifo n over the letgns of 
covernmem. However, her 
MJiMTit'i ioiIk lopw<isn(»t 
uiilhiui huidlvs The/niMhis 
iti I'likisi.jn IimI i(Hi»ulhoi 
ilijiMcosl'v churning 11 wt 
;HCoi<l,ri>) tu iIk' doci nrws 
Liid iit.wii!>v then ii'ligiim. a 
womiui 11 Mild nevi'T k^cniiK 
, k I c »hl umI li‘, M Icr WIh* IIkt 
•h' thsum' i>iruc w 
«*111 njr-it* ;i ii«It i-r«it ci nijcc • 
MU lt<'iia/n UlniMowiiN 
•»i«i('(v] ru< ky to (ivcTComc all 
' iMikIo ami txx'onu llie 
^‘rur.i Mmisicf 

Wd. Saflm arrMT/. Cakvff# 
<99tt B^nggtf 

■< IVi me llriiaiir Bhutto is 
'I u'lrH'arniiiHinofCkopal- 
11 .Mill Ikt sinking looks. 

M' KliuUo, hemever, has a 
l•lu^|KMllt m ihdt she has 
imIi. I lud her hither's polilKal 
*11 'iDjcn. What rentamsto be 
' M/ij Is, whether she can hve 

up t o (lu* I'xptx taimn^ of t he 
people o| BaKisian who have 
vti>o<! by her in Ik t hcHirof 
kn»is. May the Almightv give 
her strength and courage 1 o 
pui a& speculation to rest and 
s<TVe iis an able loader, 

K.S. MU, fr^vandrvrfi fAeralal 

*1 !*»».•*». I u»l 


A breath of 
fresh air 


T he litHriograplvr fpvvs 
the im|>ressic^ that m* 
stead of u sjiig h>s ramera 
lens, he ha* used his heart 
IC’ak’UfM reiMired 20 * 26 
Novembvri. The resuH h 
there for everyone to see. 
What a pleasant change from 
the weekly ckrss* of pobiical 
intrigues, poinis* 
countcipi Hills and scandals 
( liar IS t he si jple diet of your 
nugazmo’ However. I failed 
to un()erst;ind whal Apsrna 
Sim was dong m this other¬ 
wise brilliant phulofealure. 
You would d*) wel tu make 
such feai ures a montldy fare 
to allow us respite from the 
(kten morxKooous and repili- 
tne tare. 

Marrfrfra S«Av. S*n6ite 


Ina scene trom .liana 6/wOe T atnn 

s<Nin after E.K. Nayanar 
icxik over as chief numater? 
IV latest example ia Naya* 
nar's attempt to amend the 
university statute in order to 
remove Calicut University's 
vice*chan( elk)r 1 )r V K. 
Kavindran. Lfocs Bk* col* 
umnist have anything to say 
about thi»? 
r.S. »&by. RMep4f 

kS'.'S*'.«..."<*» 

Leave sports 
alone 

T lic article made it quiU* 
clear that political in- 
lerfereme is respoiirihle lor 
Ihi* pitiable condition of 
spoils in our country (.The 
wnnaft far power, 6 — 1 2 
November). l>ic Mrtilas and 
the Adilyans who have no 
sports background are in¬ 
dulging in petty squabbles 
only to grab power. Sports* 
men with admiruslrative abili¬ 
ties would be the ideal choice 
to head i^irts organisutiors. 
JiMuitfr MfnaA. Nacar 
rMM) 


NMMruMm Ml {MCOna from MU 
off the *ar 1 ' bbel by acting in 

absoKiielv ciMimicrcial films. 

Hi’ would (k» vrel lo exen ise 
erraier di'icriiHHi mluluie. 


Why Azad only? 

i appreciate the (idumnist's 
hold stand against puliti- 
Luns bke Bhagwal Jha Azad 


AvafItM By ^ost (Inland) 
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<104(8SU«} 

An annual savinp of Ra 90on newsstand pnee 

Postage free 
AddreteyOur order to; 

tu tUtUUm SiMUdO 



i 


< 





Hit this pot hole at 60 kmph 
and come out without a scratch 


✓ 
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✓ 
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Heavy monsoofis. hghm<ng1lood?v 
weeoingovef t^e roac^. tandsi<(ks 
of poi holes, on an Indian road you 
an expect ihe ur>expected One tyre is 
pecislty designed lo rneet the ctukiienge 
I the unexpected Ihrough thousands 
1 icilomerres and with tonnes of load 
ikrart—the reliable tyre, with advanced 
chnology tempered to indjan road 
'-indHions. 

^wof1(i^No1 radngtyretechnotogy 

Behind every Vikrant tyre is the 
c hnotogcai superionry ot Avon ot UK 
ie of the major &^lier« of Rolls Royce 
the epHome of pedocnor in 
tomoDiles. And the world's Ho 1 n»ne 
racing lyree Vikrant R & D harnesses 
d irnproves upon Avon technology to 
irt Indian road conditions 


Technotogy that MtMa's frst 
tnjck radiais 

When Vikrant R & 0 focussed Its 
attention on irucK rad*dl$ the result was a 
tyre so lough If was qucWy piclied up 
by the Bntiso market Making VArani the 
first Irxlian company lo produce and 
ecpon truck rachais to Ihe UK 

Vikrant—ihe onginai eguyyrwK 

Vikrant s perlomiance has proven 
rekabie an A«r the transport industry ii 
feaiures as original eQuprrm in the 
vehicles ot premier compare hke Tetco 
andAshokieytaod And carries 
thousands of people everyday on the 
buses ot major State Transport 
Undertakings all over the country 


So it you warn a tyre th<4t pioveri 
isetf, lhat IS buiii w^ih advanced 
technology ar>d it^] you can ley upr^n 
when the unoxpecled turns up you know 
w^h tyre to cl loose 



The reliable tyre. 

The responsible cornpany 











On the trail of the Left 


JPrtini (IifTfruiM «»nM rs .'Cfttraii* MaienxiHS 
Jjffri nwdo in IIk' piisi f*** wekx whkh 
4)n lx* piccH*il Uifcit'liit’r tn comiJcU' ^* more 
c^me r i lUH^lv e pu/ 2 k- Indun 

poiiiK's. To uki- Uw iwo nv»»i iiiipoiinni <>n the 
ew <if ihi‘ owt'Ktnu <i\ iIh* We*«t Ki^iM stale 
conimiiiee, held in Caliulia alxnn f«rtni|fhi 
Jtlih CI'HMj ci i>eral secrelarv K M S. Nam 
b(H)dinpdd (tdvt a pri*^ confcrLinT wImim* 
import can hardlv ta* MndiTe**tiinjiU*d. He wm 
very clear u> his anju s'^na-nt ila* NKgtrHl proL« 
k*m Mtre iW natHiii ms aisrahiuuhsni; corrup* 


V.P. Sii>aS aovioua tMa 

tion t<K»lt oniy second place to that. The code 
was not vcrv' difficult to deei|dieT. The only issue 
on which tl>r (>n>i>silvin has a scmblani e of unity 
is on Kof'»i«. In fact, it is not reaB> tormpbon 
sitach uintes the spi cinun fnmi V.P, Smidt !<• 
N. T. Kama Kao via l>evi LaL but just Kajiv 
Gandhi’s corrupt am. It is not even If le corruption 
clsewlu.Tc m the ConKrcss whkh makes V .p. 
Sin»h cr a/ rise up hi holy an^r. d anything they 
wiHild hiippily wekiHiie thi* arrival of any kind «i 
Congressman into thi'ir ranks, no goesiions 
tiAked.df he or slie (trly decided to make Kapv 
Gaodld the tartiet. Tfiat ta the only pUnk on 


An anti-RaJfv 
•taiKe it tht 
only plonk on 
whkh V.P« 
Singh and 
Devi Lai 
hope to fight 
the 

electiont, for 
the very 
good reason 
thatthoy 
cannot 
afford to 
havea view 
on any othor 
issue. It is 
notthatV.P. 
Singh does 
not have a 
position but 
he cannot 
afford to 
arUciilatott 
for fear of 
aOenating 


soctionof 

thecoaUtion 

hois 

constructing 


wfoch V.P. Sin^ and {)evi Lai hope lu fight (he | 
eleciuifts. fur the wry good reason that they ! 
cannot afford to have a view on any other is%a6. 
Take a kiuk at aume of the other problems which 
have demanded that you take a posrtuiii^' 
whether it is the ban on TV ^f^w* Verses, or 
Anx'le .1741 and Kashmir, ur the China visil. It is 
not that V. H. .Snigh does not have a position—for 
kiaonce. lie would nut liavc lianned Salman \ 
Ku^hdie’s biKJt IrH'idcntally. V.V. Singh kiyul- j 
ists did not extend the generosity of freedom of > 
expressinn to (hat ftsue of ^avivar whkh j 


0«v* Ul: buHdozlng the Jtnm Pal 

catalogued all the statements—and therefore the 
many slufls—made by V.P, Singh in the last four 
years. KaiTvar was publicly burnt in Allahabad. 
But he cannot attord to aniculate ii for fear of 
abenalmg some element uf the coalition he is 
constructing. One does ma envy his task. The 
enormous contradictkns in creating Of^msition 
unity are already t^ung a massive toll. Look, for 
instance, at the fate of poor Syed Shahabuddm 
After u&ing hbn for an lung, and particularly in 
the Allahabad byetecUon, he has htunihated 
and cast aside. But reahiy was bound to catch up 
al some point. You cjn either siijiport Arif 










notrvc* artCh JttTtttft CM 


Th9 Wt«k 8«f>9« commlHM irMflng M Caleiffli. 

MohAtnnud Klun nr Syed Sli^habuddm: v<hj I 
c^n'i d(» V.)'. Sinjih h»s opted for An(, and 

Shniiabuddn) hA> ficvn t<4d lo &it m a conK^r. 
preferably hidden Imri public vhtw. And thi f» 
onfy one o\ ihe loany. many pulls and pres^urns. 
Bvit siiKr the National Cumniittce (mckmirmtl 
"Airbus" in view of ns size) wa» ann<»unctd. 
there has been a virtual n*voli m ihejartaia ])al. 

il is nr»w obvMi^ to everyock' that t)evi 
has hijackc<i IIh* party AccnnuntKliiion is lU* 
very mirntnum reqiurentent in OjiposilHMi pub* 
tics» bul the Natioiul ConuiDllet* S4*enis to have 
been created on just «ine criterion: Ihtvi MS 
stamp ol pi*rsunal approval, plus the views of Ihi’ 
Jan Morcha lobby. Kui il ihi* OppnsitKin was 
handtn^ over its lca<k*iship to a recent umval 
from the Cuiigress under pressure fnmi lK*vi 
Lai, It should ha^'c expelled o preponderance of 
their people in the upper echelons i4 parly 
ranks. Sc>me of the ornmissions arc stnmici*: I he 
leaders of the Janata in Uttar Pradesh and 
Rajasthan, lor instance, do not find a place, but a 
host of unknowns do. And this i» only the hi'4 
decision taken by V .P. Si^. Can the Janata t)sJ 
survive a second? The point is that if there is any 
unity, it can only be on iomjptioa And every 
other issue has to be kept aside: communaksm. 
wCRPen (Devi Lai’s farnily, m any case, can 
hardly be a champion of women’s ry^s). foreign 
pobey-^you name h. The Left. ui4iich sees the 
world in more than one dimension, is unbkelY to 
buy such a proposition, it will demand that the 
alt^ative Kovemmeni offer both a national and 
an incerruiional perspective before H gets its 
support, it is not going to aUow a rahkttv 
pro'United States government into power mere' 
ly because V.P. S^h says so. At some pomt. 
the janau Dal will have tu stop running away 
from iuues if it wants the support of the left. 
But u sutement made from London indicates 


Ontbeevvof 
them—tin g 
oftheW—t 

eommitt—in 
Cakutta, 
CPI(M) 
ganaral 
aa cr atary 
E.M.S. 
Namboodlri- 
padgavaa 
daaf pietura 
ofthaLaffa 
aasaaaniant: 
thaMfS—t 
proWa m 
baforatba 
nation was 
communaNani; 
corruption 
took only 
a ac o n dptoca 
totM 


that the Janata Dal may have decided that since 
this is not possible, it is better to forego the 
support of the Leh. 

T\)L' man wIh) nude the statement is none 
other than Kanuknshiu llegde (who. I>y the 
way. should have been far less meisyL Hegde 
nilH out. whde talking to Rahul Hedi for the 
In^ Abroad News Service, any alliance with the 
Left, describing it as urmocessary Hegde is 
probably making a virtue out of a necessrty. Hut 
the moot poml is ilut the Janata Dal and the 
CPi(M) seem to be gradually beginning to 
distance them wives. Ihis may not be im¬ 
mediately obvious horn die r^nric of the 
leaders of the CIKM) in West Hengai. but note, 
on the other liamt. (he silence of the Longress 
leaders visss-vis charges appeanng in the press 
against JyoU Hasu and (he Left Front govern* 
menu Ms Martutn i^ner)ee is extremely vocal 
about Devi Lai’s fajmly (and rightly, too. fa* what 
is happening in Haryana is truly scandalous), but 
noticeably (|UmK in Railiament about her home 
state. After the billemess that has marked 
relabons between (he Congress and the CH(M) 
81 the last two years, even an unadvertised 
rapprochement cannoi be easy. Rut what is 
certaki is that fta|iv Gandhi is ceftainty trying for 
one. TIk vhit by Mikhail Gorbachev launched 
the process, and Namboodiripad responded by 
praising the vish as historic. The China visit 
takes process one stage further. Jyoti Basu's 
Conversation with Rajiv Gandhi on (he eve of hU 

China Wait must be considered particulariy 
stgraftcam in this context, for he has been the 
Prime Minister’s sharpest critic in the CPI(M), 
It may have been a slow boat to Chma. but 
dearly thii boat has many oars. And a very 
intereeting variety d people are manning these 
oars—with an interesting variety of consequ- 
ences on national pofitics. a 
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uHi push ^ 
physically and 
Naturally the f I' J 
pi^vsuregeistoyou. 

Mmial and physical \ 

/jiiguf. Tension. 

Dit^esdon <N£dilh^ . . 
problems. ]m 
resistana* to i llness. 

That’s why you r>eecl Ch)avi;iii 
Shakii -nature s nsvn fr^rmula to 
fight .symptoms of .stress-created 
with twer 46 precious herbs. 
Brought 10 )X)u by [>abur 

Chyawan Shaktl-combats 
stress, revitalises mind 
andb^y 

The effeas of sire.s.s on your nerves 
can be disastrous. Chyawan Slukti 


Prevents acidity and 
digestion problems 

No more anucids and ami- 
M, ilaiulence pills. Natural 
J/^ ingrcdienis like Akaitara, 
jW * Lavan^, Madhu and .Mukta 
Shukti Pishti prevent acidity', 
helpdigestif>n.stimulatc 
appetite, relieve gastric and 
intestinal pains and help regular 
bowel movement. 

Rich in Vitamin C 
Co fight illness , * 

Nllx) needs orange juice! 

Chyawan Shakti has an 
abundance Amb. the 4 
rktcsi source of 
Viumin C 


This, alor^ with other herbs in 
Chyawan Shakti. aas a.s a powerful 
immuno-sdmulani to build up 
resistance to common ailments. 

Fountain of youth 

Chyawan Shakii supplies you with 
Iron, Calcium. Minerals, 

Magnesium. Phosphorous and acts 
IS an ail-round health tonic. 

Keeping you feeling jx)ung 
L and raring 10 go. And 
tt since it is wholly natural, 

V JP tlx're are no lurmful 
side effeas. So go 
ahead and give it 

isn.' 

^ ^ You Itaw nothing to 

lose except Uie adverse 
effeas of siress and strain! 


SPECIALLY CREATED FOR 
PEOPLE WHO M)RK HARDER 


has ingredients like 
Draksha. Ashwugundha. 
Akarkara and Gokshur. 
The.se an as 
demukvnes and tonics, 
while Kesar and other 
herbs build up 
vigour and invigorate 
die mind. 
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AYURVEDIC TONIC 
TO KEEP YOU GOING STRONG 


INDIA ITO. 

H«nha Bhiw«rt. Block £, 
Gmruuihr PUce, 

New OclWllOOOl. 




SIGHT AND SOUND 



This A^vemmcnt cannot kifl me. If I 
hve or die. it will be by (he grace of Cod 

KBHAk SiMa{. sepicnc^il to (krib in ihc 
indin Gandhi dsssfismationctfte 

I have reprimanded all my mds.. .so 
thot (hey will desist from invohing 
themselves in any kmd of axuroveraies. 

Dtvr Lal. Haryana chief tninisw 

I will lose my credibility among my 
wotiters if 1 concede prominence to the 
Congressd) in the alliance. 

jAVAlAUTnAjAYAKAMAN. AlAOMK 

ieader 

W^ith this victory, the politics d the 
t>arietling accord ends. Now a new kind 
of politics will begin in the bills. 

SiiHASM Ghisinoh. leader 
Pclitics Im matter of calcubtioa. 

Banazir Bmnro* Mam Ptme 
Miniater 


Lei jyoiihabu Gghi Khc Congress) f«v 
Lo face hki* a brave nuiA. Tlie one who 
survivea wdl Hve. 

A.H.A GnANiKHAKCHOwMOJirv. IVes) 
HaigatPCC'lOchef 

Does Mr Khan Chowdhury have any 
other )ob except shoulmg? Does he have 
any other (hmg todo? 

jYiru&Asir, H>s( Bengaf chief mevster 

I m (he son who gave up everyrhmg tn 
enter politics and not one who could nut 
make it anywhere. 

N.T. Rama Ka<>. >4odhra Pnehsh chief 
mmisier 

B ihar's number one ptobhem is jagan- 
nathMishra. 

Jaca>inath Mishka, firmer fiibar chief 
iwater 

M i^t does not make riidit. konb’. 
makes history. 

Govwp Naaaik So«gh. AAvioeemor 


li you are Iiuiiekt (in India! you wiU have 
to faiY slarvalior. 

pKOl UWtK HHA|iA*I<i>H CHAin hKII&e. 

vjceihanrdHur of Rabindni Bharvti Vni- 
ivrsity 

The real secret of my success I won’t 
ivaTunenl on. because I don't want too 
much ciinipet ((km... but by < ibsiTving my 
profile 1 think anyone c’ould guess! 

Anna bK&rirMKYVk. ropmodef 

Actually. I want to he m Rajiv Gandhi's 
shoes. I want to be the PM of Uw 
country. 

Si NNY Ueoi.. actor, cm he^ asked 
what attentate occupation Shed m 
numl besides actjng in fUms 


WhauvinistK. yes. every rrtale is basi* 
callv a chauvinist. 

Danny DcNzuiHoyA. actor, on die Ques* 
don aa to whether he was a mate 
chauwiEsi 
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SPECIAL REPORT 




The much'touted electoral reforms package 
turns ouf to be a damp squib 


I I wan intended i "weepm^ 
measure ti» revami) \\w ckrei^ira)* 
sy&lem m the ^<HinMy IWimihc 
end. the electoral ri*f<>ms ps<k* 
Hgc turned wl l<> he <*(>rmihintf of 
A damp HQUih. 1>)e oedy rxiiK al priip<»eal 
in the two ])ilb that were passed by 
I'arljanient bet fortnii<hl was the **(v 
which lowered me volins friAi Zt lo 
18. The rest ol Jw provisKins dealt with 
relatively minor issues such as thi* 
iniroducMon of elcdronu vntinit 
machines, provistons relating to ihe 
diK^ualifiiaiion of candidstes and penal* 
tk»a for (‘omipt praiUces. While the 
Opposition felt tlvil iho packajte ijn>ored 
crucial issues such as the state lundinff 
of electiona, Uk: rubnit party hailed il aa a 
brave new step. 

Nevertheless, the mam proposal, to 
reduce (he vtAinx age, wa« welcomed by 
all. And the Hill which contained it—the 
CunsliiulKin (tUnd Amendment) bill— 
was passed un^nou^ bv l^bameni. 
The Opposition' has been pressmK for 
(he mlrodiKlion id such a measure for a 
while now. Janala [lai leader V.P. Smith 
had even threat i*ned i<i b until an agita¬ 
tion lor It. And so. diM’ountmg an 
ungainly squubbW over whose idea it 
really was. (here was rare unanimily on 
thb matter. 

I'he OpposUion's ii^in grouse was 
that Oie elector.il reforms package did 
not deal with the kt*v issues. Sugges¬ 
tions proposed by J<inata Dai leader 
Madhu Dandavate ai^ others (or stale 
funding of eleciioms. an end to govern* 
ment codtroj ol All India Ra^ and 
Doordarshun. that panmuiitary forces be 
deployed oHy with the consent of state 
govemnsenis, ihe setting up a truly 
independent multi-member Kleciion 
Conmssion and the introdudion of tbe 
proport iona! repres e ntat ion system 
were con^tely ignored m the package. 
Dandavate charged that the B 40 s d^t 
svith "penpherals" rather than “fun¬ 
damental issues”. “It is mere voiutow- 
ilressing.” he said. 

Tht fact that (he only radical measure 
related to voting age raised (he suspicion 


that the njling Congresstl) had ushered 
m (he package fnr opponumstic reasons, 
hi one stroke, the measure'Creates 47 
rnDicA new voters who ^ 

'per eenf of the total electorate. < Some 
'OppbsitHm kraders leH ChariRik was 
durk* with the sole intent of capturing a 
targe vote bank after pleasAg them 
through grantin£.the right uf jrairtma. 
The susptcvm was lent Mtfne credrinfety 
heeausc some of the Ojngrcssmen wbu 
bbbied lor the proposal wne openly 
arguing that Kajiv Gandhi would have the 
support cf the niajunty of the youUw 


Congress MP, 
V.N. QedgH, 
rejected ttie 

elections be 
funded by tbe 
state. He also 
shotdoenn the 
propoialfor 
profKbrtkmal 
refbresentation 


The Bis were passed only after tn 
acTimunious debate. Only a day bekve 
tney came up for hearmg m the 
Sabha, the Election Co(nns.sion had 
announced that by c i c etwns to U par- 
bvneitury seats and 32 state AssemUy 
seats would not be hdd. Sections to 
neny of tivse seals were long overdue 
and the main reason cited for not holding 
the vras lhat Ihe general election 
was but a year away. This led the 
UppcaftiOfi to charge that the govern* 
meot's fitent of accwdmg more powers 
lo the Electiofi Commission was |us( so 
much eyewash. The seven*rariy 
Nation^ Front clained that the deosion 
was “one more nsiance uf the Election 
Commissinn's ntfabty to take mdepen* 
dent decisions’'. It argued that the 





bHmrf I & K iwhkUt V.N. (tddtfl. it 
was in 1971 that ilu» dmund wai< 
crffh'uRyarihMbicd 1V relMKWs Om* 
nmiN wl Ihp Luk SaUw rw'unirTwndi*d 
this prtipuMl. (>ii Ihe diir<' 1 iu« *1 iIh* 
Utwhi Cabinti. numai^ Kvan Stnieh 
bilked into the nwicr and «glmiUc<l a 
repnd. bu( Mhirut cumnu* can le id it. 
Tlv Janata Knvi’mnwni abn toyed wuh 
the idt*!. but entapsod ln'totc ft cuuM nn 
an>ihinK about il. 


heU a iTK'ftinK id ii> iviliunal awncil in 
l)etn, v^'here ihits demand was rciter* 

**Did any Opp^aMtiori parly ayatc* 
matiuUy hokJ seminars and debates on 
I ckH:ioral reforms like we didr" asks 
I year-old Mukitl Wasrak. president of 

' the Y<jutb Cun>ercss(ll, vniphasiKinK the 
ruhiifi party's sinc<*ffly in iislK*nn>; in piiU 
I fefomw., 

Wnat IS the I'bfuctive <d lowered the 
. vr>tinf( Sfte to iHf' AccordinK lu the 
I Siateiiieni of O^ertivirs: "'IV pr esent 
<^y youth are bterale and enCghteoed- 
andliwlowefuy^uf iV voting age would 
wovb e io.lhe wj^resonkd.joulK? 
ihe niiniry an m^irtufAy to jve vent 
t<> tf^fTe ^lings and help them become 
^fPcTlTw ^jfrical Hut the 

npjinahiin was not mos^ by stirh 
rhetoric. I’oklk’nl consklvTations moti* 
voted the KovenuiKints di^eiSKiin they 
chimed. Otiwrwtsf*. why was tlterc no 
evideni'e of the Coni^css’ reforrmsi zeal 
earker? As Cl'UM) Ml’ Somnath Ch^ii- 
tciyee planted out in I'arfiarneni, it was 
I llie Congress v(hH’h Tiled a writ petition 
' rt IV raVy piT n.^ TV.i.r i .Iq 
chaPe njeatK i l^lirtYerFg ^ ’V 

to~l^ e ars Pv the West Bengal 
jyem ment* nirthe mum npat eiccti.m^ 

C unirary to what it might claim, the 
Crmcrirssd j was in two nunds about 
going ahead with the constitutional 
amendment to reduce the voting age. 
Within the party, there was con^rable 
debate over whether the 47 mfllM)n*ndd 
new voters would vote for the Cungres* 
M, or agamat it. Even on the morning 
(d 7 Dtsctrnbtr. when the pariiamuntary 


decismn only luitrcssed the Oppusi* 
ikm's case that the Comiii^siou. in Ks 
present form, should not be arnK-d with 
more pow«^ 


T !>c dehau* ««i lowering the y'oimg 
aire trom 21 to iHhas breii saninm 


I age from 21 to lHhasbn*iigiang<in 
br vears. AiX’ordHig In Ihc repirl pie 
pared by the Cisigiessl l)*s invigly 
mstitutod think tai^. the Cismtulkr nn 
I’ukL'y and I’rugranimts. ilvunKl by 


Madhu Dandivatei the 
Janata Dal leader, 
charged that tha 
electoral reforme 
package deaK with 
^^peripheraia^ rather 
than ^ndamental 
iaauee**. He called H 


^mere 

%rindow*dreeaiRg** 


I'hv Youth Uvigress and the N'SUH 
now clwn tlui ttry bad been agitatCh 
over rhif wsuc with reKwed vigmr^ 
since the fuitional convention of th 
Youth Congress at Tirupsii in August 
1HH4 and the lutiimal convention of the 
NS I * hi^ in Nagpur in Scptcniber, the 
sanr v««r. which was attended by Mrs 
(iandht .wl ihu preseni I'hnK' Mimsler, 
who was then the p.iriy general secret¬ 
ary. In September this year, the NSUI 






»fcK>RT 


mer 





What the Bills say 


T h 6 Kuvernment’ft much* 
publiciited electoral refonM 
p0ck^ cofisiati of two bifla—the 
ConauiutHui «S 2 nd Amendment) 6il 
and the Kepreeenution ot the People 
CAmendmeni) BOI. 

The Constitution (Aineodaient) 
HiU reduces the voting age from 21 
to II. 

Tho key provUkm of the Repre* 
uenUUnn of the People (Am^- 
meiH) BiB include: 

• Bnnging Che deaignated officered 
the itatK govemmenta under the 
control, bupenfflendence end d»d* 
pluw of the Eiectk*) CamriMeaon 
while discharging hnciione relating 
to etectkin» 

e UefiniTiK a pohticd party and 
laying down Ifie procedure for ita 
regiai ration. 

• Enlariong the provieioRe relating 
(0 diiduiddication of cmMatee eo as 
to prevent persona having crruisl 
records Irom entenng pubbc ife. 
e Preventing Invcloua' cmdi^tes 
from cunieyting electwna by increei* 


tws>*ioti wsa iingmslly mthedukd to 
close. MotMxly Mi the ruhng parly could 
categirrk tilly say lh.it the Hill wfndd be 
intr^KliKed. 

Whuii ()^>|x»eitK>n men^rs in the 
Ka}va SahtM ^ unsoltrd the leader of the 
House on ihc evening d 6 Lk<eniber. 
tht'V were iis^urcd that they would be 
in^oi'inoJ whi'iher the* sc.’Hshm was bemg 
ekU’itded, hy 10.30 am the next day. 
But fit i .til pin. the minister lor par* 
bunicmary uiiair< M.M. jiKtib, mur* 
enured ‘^hoopislilv that the government 
woiikl k>i tt:w hIPs kmnv of 

ns <kvibion a little later. !t was only 
arcimKl 3.Id) pin that it was confirmed 
tlut (lie K;ijya Sahlis i^ssion was being 
exiendiul 

Younger Cixigress MP5. tike Mukul 
Wasnik and KatK*sh Pdot who actively 
U»hbied posh th« constitutional 
anK'mli'ietH ilirough. fed (hat m politkaf 
teniis. the deusKSi to lower the voting 
age lb a nound one. As Wasnik put it. 
"Pnme Mim»ter Rajiv Oandhi is identi* 
fied with the youth because of hfs 
l^ogramnics and poheies like ihe'Kew 
Education Policy,. Moreover."l!ie Coii* 
^ess purty Itss suong yuulh and stu* 
’smsacjons. The NSUI recently 
iMW.rtions irTtiOrskhpur. Aligvli. 
and even in Bombay aganst 


ng the number of proposers. 

• Introducing electroiuc voting 
machines (the p yea e ni Repres^nu* 
tion of People Act. 1951, makes 
mention only of the balot pap ^ 
lyiten). iW electromc voting 
machines wfl be intndiiced m cunit}< 
raendee idemdied is 'sensitive' by 
Che RIectson Cormaasion and such 
conalituendes may number about 
150 accordmg to the Hnsncial 
memonndum ^ the Bi. 

• Noting that tha electian law. as it 
stands, does not contsti any provi* 
lions deshnf with the mcressing 
phenomenon of bocith*C9(urng and 
riggiog, it has been proposed to 
include speofiemd penal provisions 
in the Representation of the People 
Ad. 1951. to deal with ths oAence 
and to mike k a campt practice, 
a Modif)^ (he penalty for disturb* 
ing el ecto meetings (presentty s 
meagre fee of Ra 250). The piop* 
oaed pmahmeni is a term of impris* 
emmcM of three months and a fine of 
Rs 1.000. 


the Slav Sena. IV absence uf an 
aherrutjve natiunal youth or student 
organsation in the Opposition with a 
wi^ base IS a point n ocv favour." 

Ute youth leaders also pnint oui that 
the Bofors issue o less bkely In sway 
voter!^ rt theage groiginf 1B*21 beesww 
"they are more amenable to reasun". 
and the fact that V.P. Singh faded to 
iuth^tkale his recent aOegUMis on the 
floor of the House Wni lo^minelKC 
credibSiy oTEhe C^pvsSi9iL.TFiey VH 
that sn.'e the PM is dentiAed with the 
yuunger generation, this age group cat 
be counted upon at the tene of the next 
general election. 

But the oMer Congresdcnen have their 
doubts. Skarvn Ke^ jagannaih Paha* 
Daitara Sinitii and the octogenarun 


The propoul for 
reducinf the vQtb^ 
^e from 21 to IS im 
croete 47 mliion now 
voters* Somo 



Uma Shankar Dixit, to name a few. had 
reportedly expressed their 
y prehenaiofta about the i^ticaf wis* 
oom of sudi a move and Virendra Paid 
voiced bs misgrvings in Pasbament. 
According to Patil. a lowering of the 
voting age would take politics siio the 
classrooms and yitiate the atmosphere in 
our educational mstituUons. 

The Oppositktn was. predictably, pi* 
Qued because the Congressd) did not 
vnou&ly consider its ret ummendations. 
During the nme hour debate on the two 
BiH^. a» many as 16() amendments wer« 
tabled, but except for Madhu Danda* 
vate's suggestion that persons convicted 
under the Religious Institutions (Pre* 
vention of Misuse) Act he disqualified 
from coniestsig. aO others were re* 
lected. 

V.N. (iadgil rejected the suggest ion 
(or state fur^g of electioii'i Gadgil. 
who hsd once b^n enthusiastic about 
the cenrept. argued that he had studied 
the proposal in great detail and come to 
the conrluHun that it wu not a feasible 
idea. U would involve an astronomical 
sum (Ks 90 crores. according to one 
estiOMte) that ihe government could not 
possibly afford Besides, he said, expert* 
ence m (iennany. Italy and Japan had 
shown that stale funding did not curb 
donations from industries to political 
parties. Similarly, the Opposition's prop* 
osal for pmpcinionaf representation was 
xhoi down. IIk nikng party argued that 
such a system was tv>t praclica] in India 
and wocM paw the way for an unstable 
government. 

Though tlie decision to introduce 
electoral refoma is unexceptionable and 
some of ilw piYMsiuna of the recent 
package—like enhancing Ibc bst of dia* 
quaUicatiMiu and checking the growing 
menace of biv>th capturing are laud* 
abte-^the real questum now is how 
these wiB be pul ino nperaticHt. The 
proposal (0 introduce electronic voting 
machines is praiseworthy but it is still 
not dear on what grounds certain consti* 
tuencKS wiB be considered 'sensitive’. 
The Bill seeks to make booth captunnR a 
cognisaUe offence, bui the qi^tion is 
how this will be enforced, par^krly in 
rural areas, where past experience has 
shown that the adnunisiraiivc machinery 
is il-equpped to tackle the prot4em and 
that criminal and anti*social dements are 
in truck with poktiaans. 

The cnix of the matter is whether the 
government is sincere bi its intentions of 
curbing the abuse of the four 
money, muscle, media and (govern¬ 
ment) machinery. CHherwise. electoral 
reforms—however sweeping ki their 
scope—win amount to precious tittle. 











—I I I The first Ihm#f I 

J . V on airivat m ii\y 

y jQE country I don’t 

/ VikSfel • \ ^ 

f 1 

/ tonipnrary litera* 
V •^B55"R ' J tore: best-srHer^^ 

modern poetry, 
" I above ^ll/hunn*or, 
No siHm«r unpacked m tny hotel nami m 
I set uul wNh !*rofeswj 
Knud Bukkv who tenches com|>ara<kve 
reliieions at a leaclwr's institute, to 
invesiitptie Vx’at bookstores. I ao^m 
renliiH'd that l*d have to count iny 
kronem: in lAnnujrk^ bo(kks.like evt^ry* 
thinjj else.are murdurousK expensive. 
The Hiendervsl paperback of under Itk) 
ttajica costs 75 kruners <Ks I5U). price 
of an average hardback rantfcs from 
tk)0.t(XKi kr<jners (Ks 12ta)-2O0(l>. A 
larip* seclkin of every Itanisb biwikHtiKe 
IS devoti'd to fairy tales of Mans Ander* 
son. VikinK saitas came next. Other 
Si:Hrtdinuvian favourites are Kierkega^d 
and Niels Bohr. When 1 asked kir 
humout. the one name that kept coming 
up was of Biet Hem. And that after 
pondering over the word "humour’ be* 
cause Hem is nnt strictly a humrvisi: he 
is a poet who composes wia^* saws for 
which he has coined his own name, 
(/rook. The word comes from Uie Dan* 
ish eruk meaning a ^ort. aphunstic- 
lyrical poem related tu oU Nordic 
poems. It has n supcrfH'Al resemblance 
to the Japanese AaAo without being 
hamstn/np by the number of words or 
lines that may be used. And while a 
fwnicu usually coniures up visual images, 
the Grook is essentuilly thought* 
provoking. I am not aware if anyone else 
besides Piet Hein writes Grooks*. it is a 
one-man product. Take three short 


of attack 

prove their worth 
by hittmg back. 

r.r.T. 

Ibii up m a place 
When* It's easy lo sou 
the cryptic adiiHimshnient 

T.T.T. 

When >‘«)u feH how.depressingly 
^»wlv you chmb, 

It’s wd to remember tliat 
11vngH Take Time. 

Ibrt Hem is a sriviilist turned poet, 
desupier .vnd archKoi t. He iBustraies his 
own (iriNihs by hne drawings. He has 
been conmiNMoned tu design the new 
an centre nf Stockhokn. One of his 
endurmg mventvms rs the >uper*egg 
that can stand on both ends and dn 
imdleKs tncfcs. It has been reproduced 
in various metals and stones and is umhJ 
as a nerve socAher. 

Dnbke nwiKt Europeans Hein has not 
been bitten by the bug c«f phyMial fitness 
and believes in leas exhauatinc and 
pleasanler past ones. 

'IV human spint subhmaics 
the impulses n ihvmrts: 
a heahhy sex life nutigatcs 
i>K* hist tor lAher sprats. 


Kia mteTpntatvm «if dreams is a 
lour-bne bumniary of Kreuds: 

Everyihdig's eiiher 
concave oT'^vex. 
so whatever you dream 
W 0 I he something with sex. 

A mad-safety skigan is thus inscnlied 
on the tombstone uf a victicn of fast* 


Observe I hat I Ik rcisieM 
mcihixt b>' tai 

t» to Um4c ii hii '*.lu|M<lei 
than iirtv 

11hs Mirmtuiiy of Ueip's iihilosoijljv of 
Ue I fnund sonicwh.it coilining: 

Lift makes sense 
and who could drniM ii. 
d wx* have 
no doubf about il. 

Piet Hein hAs bi*«ti eoinijosuig < trixiks 
sifKX' IW. Over 7.IXN) :<rc now a vail > 
able in iiasisblioiis m mI] Dmiiitim 
liingiuges mcluding Hussun n« w(>jl ns 
iVrsian. IndoiKSUin. ChiiKSe, J^jjaiK'Se 
and Esperanto. Hie Knglish colleriion 
has suld lAKV 'in million copies. He has 
beim sNirtlistixl for \>w Ntibcl Prize for 
literaiun* sesiTal limes, <iikI will un* 
douMcdly U* nanH'd in tin* nexi lew 
years. Louu (IiucmKyer. AnuTHan 
poet, anihokigisl and cn1u',has IriiideO 
his work: "fie l»s everything' wit. 
wisdom. iTiMghl, the pitipif amount 
scepticism and the aknosi imrnrjkMix 
gtfuus for ulti^nng largt* IIveights in the 
most vondensini s|kk'o". An English 
mtK* rmiipiOKl him lo A.P. Herbert 
who shared nnuli incMiuntMi with fleiiv 
"IVt Hem is lii'^ imnic. IVhA is perhaps 
an ina(k.*qii;ite •k'scnplN^n for him. In hiH 
native Denmark be is rcgardi^d ns a 
lutiuivil institution, like tlvii inerm>iid at 
the eritraiKi' to L*i;tKiihagi‘n harhotir." 

So h«>w do we define :i (jriMik? 
I*eritapb the some way as Mein defuiecf 
kivc: 

Love 1 % hkc 
a pineapple, 
svreei and 
undefinabk:. 

Personally I found his obstTvaiMm on 
writers very reassuring: 


TVre is 
one art. 

driving: 

THATS WHY 1 

V 

no more. 

Here bus. extinguished mhts pnme. 

Why do bad wnlers | 

no less* 

a victrn of modemcly! 

win the fight? 

to do 

but yesterday he ha^'t (ime^ 

Why do good writer^ 

all thing!: 

and now he has eternity. 

6e in need? 

with an* 

An advice to the snart alec types 

Because the writiTs 

lessnesa. 

runs as (dfcws: 

Ynu'B probably hnd 
that It suils your buck 

Who can't vmte 
are read by readers 
who can't read. 

PROBLEMS 

to be a bit deverer 

Piet Hein kves a recluse's life in 

J^roUettu worthy 

(Jian you look. 

London.B 
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SIEEP BETTER 


WORK BETHRI DANCE BETTER 


SSSSSSSSSIEEP BETTER 









JOG BETTER 


EAT BETTER 




d: 


•% 








'LK:. 




_ . .'Li»S i. 




V, 


mUMi 






:c 


THINK BETTER 




Fibre fodn» m<jde better Mode w^th oaiKta- co« I'^xc 
tivst breati^es to keep yoo cool Co<r ihat s speciaHy 
rubberised tor lastiAjj comlort 

Better than ccTtoo th^t s lompy and dump/ 

Setter than foam thats siutty and puffy 

^ Choose Fibre Foam And choose beaer* 


PLAY BETTER 
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ON THE LINE 



Diplomatic indiscretions 


A p<irt clrhi’s liko 

“Kircjuil there is nr>* 

ihm»^ in (hi* sImIcith’iiIs by New Delhi iir 
lk*ijniii[ (it sutfj!i‘i>( tiui th( U>rder dis 
piite lx*lwei*n (he iwn ih anywhere ne«ir 
n ^clllement Attd ftimie (d (fw re<*en( 
ti]>K*rvii(iMn» from b<i(h sido have i veil 
been irre^^poniiiblc. 

kapv (liindlu. I<»r inKtunce» 1 i»h snifl 
that he would not leck* jny di>piiii'il 
icri iiory to China dunnii his (rip ir» ihiit 
country. II lie wai rulinti! ou( (hi* pcetsilitl* 
II y id any itimpromi'^e on (he sq 

km claMiK*il (0 hi* in Chiiui'> ^H i UpulHin. 
I hen why (hr* tiip.^ 

Whether ii i- the Aksni Chin in Ihi* 
ri<inh (d l^fikh iw (lie Htvi h**low iht* 
McMiilu)!! I.mi* m ensiem Indui. (hi*rc 
will Ii4ve lo be a lavc aruldaki* ajipriKK'h 
by iKilh khIcs to resolve (Ih* dispute. In 
any case, kiipv triindhin soKvim nr wms 
uiKiilleil U r. an yoiw mcni1x*iv of (hi* 
(enin hendcil liy the* loreitfii seiTeiiiry 
wliu’h Wi*nt to Hi*piiiK Iwuv to |>repare 
(hi* KTciurK) (or (lie l*niiu* Miiusier s 
visit, admit pnv. 1 t ely. ’Ihe statrineni 
nuiy iioi Jo as iiiui h dainope Nehru's 
dul ni (K'lobor IHH2.. Jic had !^kI (Kit he 
ordered his forces (o throw out (lx* 
Chinese from Indi.vi (c*rrili>rv. whkh (he 
Chinese claaiK*d as theirs • but i( ci*r- 
(iiinlv wn> mdia^rei’t. 

lU*ijiTiu has been equilly inefit. It luis 
announced I ha I the (np w as at Nafiv 
Oandhi’s own mihaUve. <bx^ cannot 
make out the m-ed kir il Imausi* Chiiu’s 
ccHiiplaint all tdoii^t has b(*e>i (Ivit no 
Indian ]*nme Minister lus reciprocated 
the last Visit ol Chou en laa to New* 
Delhi m When I was m K*ijinc last 
year, the sanx* point was made hy the 
Clanese foreian oifke. K\cfl if the 
ol>s<*r>atioii was iiwide to I'ounier kapv 
(tiindhrs statement tliat he would not 
cedi' any disputed temior), it was 
iincliiilumnlic. to say die least 

Kajiv Crandhi in turn said in (’arliarTR*nt 
I lull China was not impiHtant enouidi in 
tile Conti*.tlof SiA'irt-Indian relations to 
lie menlvined in the pnnt stateiiK'nt 
issui'd after his lalks with Dresideni 
tiortvnlk’V, It is true that New* IMhi's 
relalHiiiship with Mosiow ts indepcndeni 
of Its relath.>n.ship with Keijinp: hut Kj;ii 
(faiidhrs explaiiatHin for China’s onus* 
sion (rnni (In* >iirit statement was not 
neflpUtirv 

i hurl Heijinp's sensitivity, 

mg Ao nnisi noi have been to the likinj? 


ill 4(orliMiH*v, who vi»*oliraiy com* 
nu*iwhsi clima’s relatsaiship with the 
S>vki Ikmai and India ki Ins .xkiress 
AiU’t reitivinit tin* Indaa (*andln Award 
lor l*i*.He. lie slid iIkiI ’Kiiod relalHKis 
hetwi^eii ihi'iii ar«* exlremely wiiporlxnl 
(•M ||ii« sliilNbly ill Aiua and plohal 
proKfesC'. fi i< xdid llut (fOClMiliei 
wanii*d |o mentXNi Clma ni the* jowl 
siaienwni hut kapv («andhi did md. 

II this i*i irui; .umI ihi'rv is no cfsiira* 
(kTaiii Jr* an riifHial i in k*s-*H is ani*tlK<r 
Slim <*1 hiv annul 111 Hv. He could at least 
Invi* learnt siaix*(hinit Irian ti<ahiKiK*v, 
vdio vhnwed so iniH fi inaiunty and 
siatesnunsliiii <ii all that he* vihJ or dal. 
(^orhatlM'v was also very iorrivi, 
tlioupli this may base ilisa)i|KM)lc<l 
maiiv in tlx' l' 4 aiKri**>s<li who inusi have 
hei*n viiv kis*ii iIliI I Ik* SiiV’D'l l*r<*si* 
ik>nt tii.ike mmim* |hji*<(* m ihiIiIn’ alxxit 
tlx' "dyiuniic kNMk'rslup" of Kapv I tan 
ilhi With thi' ckiiHKi^ ixdy a lew 

IIHHUh'> .IW.I>. (X.UH* liN K.qiv t*ai»dlii 

foan ImxIsk’Ih’V wmikl Imm* lieen an adv- 
antapi* N IheCiaiKrcss.lVrlups ,(mm 
Iwchev did iKX wani l(» ibiy ainUiinp 




It is true that New 
Delhi*s relationsh^ 
with Moscow Is 
independent of its 
relationship with 
Beijing, but the PM's 


China's omission from 


was not neces sa ry 


whH'h wfHkld sound |Mrtisan in ihe IihIiiim I 
politH'd Ci Mite at, | 

At k*asi ofx* <»( dx* key pt*r*i<Mis m 
Ci*»rhRi'hrv\ UeU*Kali<ni w;is tiaiik 
eflo«iidi to viy nt a )>reakfiisl tntvtirij 
Willi d select they were iii 1 

pinnit to |Hil all I heir e^i's in one haskel. 
InteresliiiKiv, <ux* •if llx* Siviel pri*- 
MiHioiemem. . wliK'h iippi.*riicd as an 
advertisenxni in :i Klhi Ijiidisii daily 
before (Jorhac he ’s amval, (xwited oui 
that ilie Jan.ila xoveniii»*ni did rioi 
rlisiurb llie ckisi* rclali«disl>ip l)elw'is*n 
lixlia and llx* (NSk Wtial was auuidtt tn 
he iiihvey<*d was tkil a hipartisHii pols y 
re>:;«rdthp Moscow had ewdviHl in Indin. 

Hhs is true*. In U'C it wa> odd imi iIh.' 
pari of Kapv tiamllii's tfovei ium*hi .iiid 
Ow C»M«resMll not (o Ivivv assixmted 
llx* th’P''^ih«»o with (kir had lev’s vjsit. 
KsixMiriK 1o leap etecloral Oiviileiids, 
llx* l*nnx' MimsUt as well as his patlv 
ke|K ol1x*rs al a disi.iiH e in whatever Ihe 
UovviniiK*iil did III 1*1X1 nei*ti<Ml wilh (lor 

ImcIk*v 's visil 

III (lx* siiTiK* way, K;)/iv tjaixlhi sln»ulit 
realise Ilut a I»p;ir1is;tii iKiIxy oti Cliiivi 
has alsi»i'onHr into beiiip aixl tlx* (kiposi* 
tKMi |ianK*s arc* < iwsthius of ihe tact tliat 
the border dispute* can he solved only I 
ihnxjizh a mve^arxldake appiixich, and 
not ihrouKh slogans like the ixu* Ifutl 
every mrb ol "ex rupR*d tc mforv * would | 
bt* taken bat’k, Kaja (fandhi vliinild have 
lakeii k*adini; (IpposdUHi liinnivini's iiilo 
confxlence and discussed with them his 
strategy. StilJ fx*ttcr, he should have 
iiK’luded one* or two (^iposiiioii leaders 
in thi* cMegalxw 1u China, 

And <xx* does not know why ihe visii 
of for«R|^ minister J*.V. Nansimha R;io 
tf» lieijinx, wliK'h was sc’lx.'duled before 
the secinid visit ol Ihe Indian team tu 
Chuia. did not take plai***. Besides, live 
secixxl visit was uneKpexted. 

Just as the effort during fiorlwhev's 
visit was tn eat rad as much as the 
could lor the* next elections, 
the aim ts now to rxpkiii Kajiv (iandhi's 
VISA to ikijing for the same. After all, 
evrii when he twk llic iniliahve In visit 
Cheu. It was meant to refurixsh his 
image lamished by the Bofors gun 
scandal and his inept puluies and 
ubsert’atiuna. 

The Congressd) must bt* helping that 
in Beijing at kast. there would he some 
praise bestowed on Kajiv Gandhi, even if 
nothing ehiv iS gained, g 
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Antiseptic Perfumed Cream 




Ideal fcx^ dry skin and minor nicks and cuts 

A friend of the family for 60 years 
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WfaridOast 


Because 

husbands dream 
in black and white 
and wives 
dream in colour. 


He was interested in quality and 
lung term value. 

She fell Pampadour blue went well 
with the lampshade. 

He wanted it to go with his budget. 

She wanted a range to match 
her furnishings. 

He was calculating ixKts. 

!^e was insi.siing on an easy toclean 
surlk'c. 

He wanted the furniture 
well prcKaied. 

She wanted a smtKXh finish and a 
wet glossy Itxrk. 

His decision, he knew, was made, 

Her dwice, .she knew, was right. 

Dulux it would be for their home. 

Because the best decisions in 
life are taken together. 











CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEAI.TH 
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1HE NEW DIPLOMACY 


'Peace' is the 
buzzword in 
international 
relations. 

\ Can India use 
it to further 
its interests? 



i n Ihe unhumcfd wiirid of Indian diplomacy. 
fVHiin anr occumriK with dusyinN hv- 
quvncy. ]>eteiTencv ih suddenly 
inakt*s missiles <uid niaxst*^ of infantry are 
the way c4 gimbnatH - inioobiKileiK * 
cnci*. 1'hr new name of the jcaim* is pi'acc. And 
India ta racinK to slay abrea^. Mrinie Minister 
Ka|iv (iandla’h HeyiriK sisii set ilw p«*e. Lai«'i 
this iiM'Otli, he wiU rm^et lhi> new I’akistaiu I'ntiK* 
Minister Ifeiasir lUiulto m lslania)B*d. Snvii't 
I’ri’sidt'nt Mikhail ftorbachev haa already iH'cn 
hosted and lasmessa^ f<ir jdolial pc^aci' acknow* 
leaned. U'he cleflKin of the new Anieni'an 
l*ri*sidefrf CiUoiKt* hush lias been fulled b> New 
Delhi aod fresh hopes for closer lelations 
eirpressed with more than the routine einphasis. 
In^ K mviilved in oui intematHinal 

unides m Kampuchea. Afshaniiiian and N»nid)ci 
Cfoavr hofnc, vaKant aUeirpts are on to ram 
peace down the unwdllDig throats of Sr l^nkaii 
TsiiiLs. 

ITie p>He (4 Indian diplomatH' moves k> 
frenetk. 'I he ^ana arc viibilHiua. frier)dshi|i 
with an three niajur powers, the Soviet Unk^, 
the United Slates and China, and suprenvKy in 
the subconiHiem. Hut la this at all pus^f^e/ Lan 
India acfvevv with peace what it has lait la^eii 
able to do with aD its infantry divisurfis. ns 














WHATS NEW... CHINA 

0 An Indian Prime Minister visited China for Ihe first 
time m 34 years. Chinese leaders described it as a 
;*hr6lone event". The Chinese ambassador to India 
called for a return to 'Hmdi-Chini bhai bha>'. 




0 China is prepared to keep the border issue under 
freeze and expand other ties. 

0 China says it wants to roach an understandrng to 
<prevent border incidents. 



0 Ihdia and China feel that they can both gem by 
opening up theif markets The resumption of the 
cenfurieS'Old fndo* Tibet border trade becomes a 
possibility. 


>f 


• The two countries prepare to sign ar> agreement to 
start direct flights between New Delhi and 8ei|ir>g 

• Both governmer>ts feel their economies will benefit 
from the swapping of indigenously developed 
technologres. and are busy fixing details ol a science 
and technology agreement 

• Students, artistes and scholars are to be exchanged 
on a regular basis under a cultural agreement signed 
between India and China 


0 For the first time m recent history. India and China 
discussed global issues, inrfudmg the withdrawal of the 
Soviets from Afghanistan, the Vietnamese from 
Kampuchea and the Cubans from Angola, The very (act 
that a dialogue between the two countries was 
Conducted at the highest level may not have shaken the 
wodd, but certainly made alt nations sit up and take 
notice. 




Indl«i iMm « mtfO'Cm borew: 

MiblOA^ 

nxvk'm Kunl)uai;«. missile priixrymnvs ;ind it:t 
nwiev uptRui? 

The advcxnten of the dipUmwey of peace are 
apipniy in ilie Indian I'xterruil dlTairs rrHniKirv vi 
New DeUu’ft South Hkick. 1Vv heheve tiusi 
world can newer be* the name a>r<im iifler the 
advent of Mikhail fiorbachev and hi» plans hr 
nuclear dUamianieiil. enienie and the Malinx 
down of the idobal n)ihtary*induHin;il compk'X. 
India, the iidviKate^ of tfie peace doctrine areue. 
can eithirr chonite in slay in tunc* with (he new 
global trend opt fur isulal;on. a H')b»ojrs 

I ChOKX*. 

ITk* issue reaDy is whether the current 
friendship moves are earnest or just part of a 
charade, an eflun to keep up with the interna- 
tkmal Joneses. The dues, if any, art lucked 
away witfi mscrulable desk onicers in (he Indian 
exiemal affairs noristrv ard in between the lines 
of offinal statements. For the nmnx!n(. upfront 
IS a new bttnhunw. a new iniem^itkniat fa^v tneba 
IS pceparmg. And (his is evident most dramatical¬ 
ly m the Indian deciskm (o (haw ihe decudeS'old 
freeze in refations with its giant neighbour, (he 
Feople'v RepuMK irf China tl’KO. 

E v>ef ifpcv the I96;a Ind(»^hsna war. the 
fr<i7en wa« 0 ‘> Akv^i Chin and the hirsh 
; muurtiains of Aninachal Pradesh have domiruted 
the thinking c4 both sides. China, being in 
physical possessiivi of Aksai Chm. has sought to 
legUnise its hold by insisting that even Aru* 
na^ Pradi'sh is part uf China 
I Trade and most other exchanges have 
dried up since the iraumatK events of 196^. 
ChB». for all jvactical purpose's, has remsined a 








hostile, alien area in ti>e Indian psyche, sepa* 
rated bv far more than the snoW'bMnd Hima' 
layan range. 

Pnme Mint&ter Kajiv Gandhi’s Beijing vim 
appears aimed at stepping <iver the great divide 
The tniprcHsivn created is of a momentous 
happening. The last tsne an Indian Prime 
Minister visited China was 34 year^ ago, the 
official media keeps pointing out, Ki^v (iandb s 
acceptance of (he Chinese mviiauon is inter* 
preted as proof of India’s desire to make hv a 
less tense, less host'le world. India is deter* 
mmed to match (Chinese gestures, be as effusive 
as required and gush aL^ the goodwiD in the 
world. 

The Cimse. on their part too. have not been 
glaring in exhibiting hnnhomie. Tile Chinese 
ambassador to Indb. Tu Guowei. recently 
declared: "I am looking forward to the day when 
the slogan of 'Hirt<^~Chiru bhai Muf' will once 
again be resounding over our ancient as wet as 
young orienial land.” On the Prune Mimster’s 
visit, the ambassador said; “1 can say with 
certainty that his (Rajiv Gandhi’s) China visit will 
be a maj(^ event in Sino-Iodian relaltons, a 
harbinger of a new stage of development of such 
relations.” 

Back in Beijing, the cffidal lir«e was as 
encouraging. On 30 November this year. 
Chinese vice*^emier Wu Xuegian reiterated 
that China's consistent policy has been to 
develop good'fMi^ibourly relations with India 
under the Five Princi^es of Peaceful Co* 
existence or Panchshila. 'Die Indian Prm 
Minister’s China visit, Xueqiin added, is n Ine 
with the wishes of the Chinew and In^an people 
and "wiD also be beneficial to peace and itabiky 
in Asia and the rest of the worid”. As foreign 


policy analyst. Bhabam S«mgupta uf the Centre 
for Policy Research, pninls <nit; ’’The very fact 
that India and China are tadong to each oUWr at 
the hi^>e^ level after a gap of mure than ihcvo 
decades wd make a bit of history. It will noi send 
tremors down the spate of the world, but will 
certainly command the eyi*s and cars of na¬ 
tions.” 

I f the mand^vs <g the Indian exienuU affairs 
ministry ate hopeful about a turnaround in 
Sino Indian rebtiuns. it is because Ihey have 
b e en surcessful it pulling off a simiUr coup vnih 
the Unted Stales, a superpower that lias been 
traditionaly wary of. if not outright hosiik* to, 
India. Relations between the two countries took 
a nosedive fniowing ihe Indian deosion to 
dttmember Pakistan and sign a w\*un!y pact 
with the Soviet Union India never quoc got <»ver 
the US decision to send the Seventh Fleet up the 
Bay of Bengal while the Indian armv was 
engaged in mnppmg up the dispiriled Pakistani 
^fenderv <if ersiwhik* Ka<l Pakistan And tlx* 
United States did nut forgive India lor slipping 
into Ihe SovKi lap. 

Kapv (jaiidhi’s now famous 'opening to 
Washnglun’ in l9tC» led to spectacular aititudinni 
changes. 11)e Indian deiisiun In Tint sign an 
accii^ with Sn Lanka and ilieti send in tiixjps. 
instead of being c o ndemned, was actually lauded 
by the Untied States. ’I'his wa.s sigmfKani 
C4Xi^Rng that the Soviet llfWA. while not 
overtly ob^img rn India » Sn Lankan adven* 
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Rajfv Gandhi's 
Baijhig visit is 


Interpreted ss 
proof of 
indls's desire 
for a iess 
tense^ less 
hostile world* 
India seems 
determined to 
match 
Chinese 
gestures, be 
as effusive as 
required and 
gush all the 
goodwill in 
the world 








WHAFS NEW... 

THE UNITED STATES 


# In 1971. when InUiaseni troops into erstwhile East 
Pukisian, the Unaep States responded by ordennp its 
Seventh Fleet to sail up the Bay ot fienpal. But last 
iTionth. when India flew troops mto the Maldives, the 
Anmneans cheered The circumstances were of course 
(litfHmni But American attitudes towards India have 
aIsM 1.1 Hinged. 




# I he US ad iTi mistral ion had for lonp considered lr)dia 
In he no better than a Warsaw Pact slate. This 
pnict'ptKin IS on Ihr: way out For the first hme. Iwo US 
dnfonr o socrelanns— Caspar Wemberper and Frank 
(:riiNi('i:i viiiited India (both dump the Iasi coupteof 
ynarr.) 


0 Conservative American opinion, espoused by 
pnoplG iiM' lorrnof US secretary of slate Henry 
Kn:singer, hasii lltai the Asia-Pacific region is fast 
enierging as the centre ot global competition and 
pniumiai conflict. To pioteci its interests, the US 
adininistration is being forced lo take a new looK at 
Irxtia, a country which appears destined to be the major 
noval jHwvHf in The Asia-Pacilit region. 






• t il! 1965. over 3,000 applications irom Indian 
t<u$incss tor technology imports had piled up with the 
US government. After the memorandum of 
understanding on technotogy transfers (signed m 
November 1984) came into effect, the technology 
trickle into India from the US has become a flood 


lure, fwd beer cuntpkiXHtdy oiot about the 
idea. At any rate, the US adminifttraliun con¬ 
tinued btwifi ffiintf4io i^UHJt India's role m South 
Asia. And when the Untied Slates actually 
cheered the Itxhan tfitervvntion m the Maldives. 

piilirv ohservcfK the world over wt*Te 
forc^ to sit up. 

The New Vn^ Timc-s remarked; “Messa^ses 
of wqpon and conj^ratulaticfis for New Delhi 
fmni the US and Hfilain about the Maldives have 
only added to a ktowiiu perrepiiofl in Ihr rejiion 
that the West has H>med the Soviet Uwhi in 
luminx the entire Indun (h ean rekhun over in 
India." The insinuat»>n that India wan emerxinx 
as a rextonal p<>licemiin wus. nf course, vtnefur 
(jusly denied by India. Bur seiTiHly. South flluck 
was only too plr4»s*d at iK* xiowinx realisaiuin 
2 ind airepUike of '^hat iJh' extimal altairs 
mmiry has kiiix corskJi'Tt'il the lejpiimaie 
Indian r<ik'. 

India and the Unned States todav. iKoirdiriK 
to .South Hku'k, r<H'(ionise that t1)e\ have a 
'’rrwtualii y of mleresiH". ‘rix're is Ki'fk*i akri*e« 
meni m the Indian foreign pnKcy e^tahlmhmeiu 
that, whde (mha idknild still attaih ttnpuhaiict! u> 
the aRiwig of Pakisian, this issue sh^ld nni he 
allowed ti) preclude relalKinii with ihc Ihuted 
States, and that India shnild bi* prepart^d to 
move atH Ml on other fruntft for iis own benefit. 
Whal the* extctTVil nffairs inmtsiiy dt'scnhi's a.i a 
"new maturity" m ileahnx wiih a superpower 
was priHnpled by llie fear of rnissinji; (hiI on the 
techisiluirKnl revolulKsi uhing place in America. 

’tins reiifcsaiwm hax set in nioium a more 
fundamental, more powerful net nf forci*^ for the 
mpfovemeot of IrKfo-llS relations, Ju5l as Indian 
tn^iess vw*wR the* t Imted Slates aa a Inx source 
(i1 levfinoloKV and ca|Hial. DS induslry ^ees in 
India a larfie and inowinii market which it wants 
aices» to. iV results have Urn most spectacu¬ 
lar and ohvKHJsly benefk ial to JiHlin. KconomK: 
interests have persuaded US depart* 
menis, hke defence and commerce, ic allow die 

ftepv Gandhi wldi O aofgt Guah; 
paraonai rtfvort 










export of a vasl rnriKe of lechnofriwes and 
pqmpmenl tu lr>du. The h<*st ewmples are the 
sale oJ the Cray supercnmiHiier. tei 

engines and avionics for the IikSlui hght icxiibal 
aircraft project, and a host ot sensitive iethnolo* 
gies for tlK* devekipinent of iwssih's <ind nwtfi- 
frame c’omputers. IndodlS trad<* has neared 
US $ 5 billion inarit; technolngv transfers have 
Miart^ from virtwllv iKitliing three vears agi> to 
US $ 1.5 billiun: and till mH7, 4<l per cent of tlie 
equity invested In India by foreign (ixnparaes 

Cftfiie from Amerxan firms. Friendship 'nth a 

superpower, tlx* Indian govemnwni has real* 
ised. can have ;niraitive spiji'offs. 

No Amali wonder, therefore, that Kajiv (iandhi 
sent a warm pcisonal hotter to (•eorgi* Itush as 
wxm . 1 * he won the presidential eki tKxijs 'tove n 
the IndiAT Prime Mmisler s good r>ersonnl eqiu 
lum wuh lluiih HI id the f.nt that flush will 
aiihsranlnillv iixitiruu' with the Heagtn •idniini'^ 
Iratiuns fuieign poluH>, ilx* t'lHdul umor of 
rurieni liidodtS leUiNnis will ^mtsisi Mikc'<a* 
er. Hush's virloiv brgi'lv precludes h shiAvdown 
with (he Uriitid States 4»n iht* male.ir nc^n 
pi oliferatMt is^mv Hie Ueiivx iMis m Iht* I IS, 
and their presKleniial cambdaic KUIuel Uukakis 
in particular, favourc^d the .KloptHHt of nuclmr 
Don proUferatKinasthenv^.i nnpixtani ulijet un' 
of US foreign {aiIk y fieorge Hush and the 
Republicans are ixmv reabstH <hi Hus issue* and 
have recognised th.ii ImL.i c.niisH lx* nuKle to 
sign a nucle ir pr<ilifeMtu«) ii<>aiv iNFTt 
witlioul nise o^M’iunq up ChiiuiV nwhMr 
instaflatioii.< l<ir utspeiliori, 

C onti asted with (he late Mk lndii.< (r.iiwlhis 
don i give a damn aliitud< to wan K tiaiions 
lestt ilun ^yinpnthciu lo her cause, k.'ipv Unndhi 
ia mi>re careful atxl labourext in las .ippioikh tc/ 
foreign policy, Woild opnia>r imenutMinal 
ties matter much, much mi>rc to Khjiv tiandhi 
than Ihoy evei did t»> nurtlirr. A conwrsl<«e 
of hin po\ny is ikU to take any nation s »uppi*rt 
fur granted Arid Kajiv Uaiuilu has taken care to 
nurture ties with even the SuvkI Unon. a 




Hiuniry with which gv>d relaiMis can alnu^si Ih* 
taken for gnutted, IV I'nine Mnuder s dt^hlKu 
ate niliivatoii of the Suviet cunnc*ciH>n. esptA Ud 
ly Ns success m estabhshirig persona* rnpp<Kl 
with the Sin*k*t Umui s unprcchi tahle hesidrnt. 
Mikhail Unrbachev. is paygig regular divKkmls 

At a limt* wkm the world was can*fullv 
watihmg the rapid moves the* S met China 
Irofli u) parlknilar the quH k Sfwief dnisxHi to 
withdraw from the Damaiisky Island in the Uw>n 
Kiwr. whi*n* IrurHier guards ot the tiv<i <oun 
hies had fougin a bhaidv liattk* in IMtiit liKhan 
lorcign polK'y analysis were (lialkiiig ihu 
I' k'^Kiiv seiwity K'eisino. II tlu* Soxuds waiiti*tl 
to end military compel it wn with Chinn. iIh* 
ariaivstii wondered, would thi'v tx* willing tu 
contiiHM' huiKiuiing the Indo-SivM’t treniv. 
wNch tfuarunti'cs Suvx't support in the event of 
any mdury attack un In^. IV treaty, in 
practice, works u* alby Indian fears (4 a ixtssibk 
nttai'k by Chma. which posseixseii a consid<*i <d>W 
nuclear weapons arsenal: n nv'ans that fixlia 
could gel away bv inventing just enough tu 
maintain a bnuted defensive capability against 
China Even a subtle change m the Soviet stanc e 
could change all tNs. 

When Gurbaiiiev visited New Delhi bst 
nvmth (1K 2U Nmvmberl. he went out of hi^ 
way to stress that nothing w’ouU chdnge-if 
anything, ties between the Soviet Union and 
(ncki only get stronger. During one of his 
speeches. Gorbachev deviated from his pre* 
pared speech to address the persiste.it queries 
raised in the Indian media abtxii the Soviet bear 
abandorang India to the Cfmese dragon. *1’b«e 
are even some voices to the effect that the 
Soviet Union is changuig its prionties. even 
cooNig its atiHude towards Indiahe admitted. 
"Cofi^ansons are being drawn between our first 
visH ^ the current one. between Soviet*lndian 
contacts and the Soviet leaVrship's coniacts 
with other countries. ..n my opinkin. such lotallv 
groundless and obviously speculative assertions 
are not worthy d pNenwe." he declared. 

The Soviet'IndA sunvnit statement, signed 
jointly by Goitachev and Gandu. mentioned. 



Indian foreign 
policy experts 
now feel that 
while India 
should attach 
importance to 
the arming of 
Pakistan, this 
issue should 
not be 
allowed to 
preclude 
relations with 
the USA. This 
feeling is 
probably 
prompted by 
the fear of 
missing out 
on the 

technological 
revolution 
taking place 
there 
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Th« 

advocates of 
the dipUmacy 
of peace 
believe that 
the world can 
fieverbethe 
Mme again 
after the 
adventof 
Mikhail 
Gorbachev 
and his plans 
for nuciear 
disarmament 
and entente. 
India, they 
argue, can 
either choose 
to stay in tune 
with the new 
global trend 
or opt for 
Isolation. It’s 
a Hobson’s 
choice 



VThtnfi other ihnjia: "The Soviet-Indian treaty of 
peace, fnendship and cooperation is an 
iHK mik’Hiune in their rc^tions and provides a 
rehaUe and iime-tesli'd frameworh for the 
further devehipnient of these relations and for 
pnrfiKitiiiff peace and staMity m Asia and the 
whok' world. " I’erhaps lodnpd Induin fears, the 
statement added: “Ihe fuiidaiiieni;d impiinancv 
of the treaty m the foreign policy of the Soviet 
Unkm and Inda is even jtreater m today s 
c'hanRinjt world.*" 

There could have been m fcreater expression 
of Soviet concern for Indian fears. And to sJiow 
|UHi how special India was. Gortiachev's visit was 
also used by the Soviets to annuunce a 4 . if billion 
roubk' eomunc padmite. ajtree to step up 
biUlerai trade and unveil a pohey akiwuis Indon 
firms to deal direiily with Soviet repubhrs and 
state enterprise}.. 

T he cnipokics of peaie duvetmls neatly into 
the frame work of Indo'Soviet merests, ""It’s 
a cuvKidefV'e that India and the Soviet tJninn 
share siiniiar amis." says Secjpii Vebchkin. 
political analyst at the Nn«t emtassy m New 
Delhi India has traditionnfty. and of Ule through 
the non-aligned movement (NAM) forum, 
espoused vuiicrele proposals (or a lasting peace 
tn the regional and viiemational envtrunment. It 
has itnisistcndy demanded that the Indian Ocean 
be dedared a zone of peace, that d nations, 
superpowers included, accept common rules (or 
nuclear dbarmament. and that d countries 
observe certain ground rules in their dealings 
with other countries. "Pdl recently, however. 
New Delhi's constant—a( limes mcnotonuus— 
trwnpeting of a nun*vinlem order generated 
rribe b^^re^vn than results. 

lyter the advent of Gorbachev, the Soviet 
Ung>n has become a powerful apostle of the 
same principles. "The rules of the game are 
changing."’ explains Vebchkin. "No country 
day can serkx^y aspire to accpiire territory, use 
military might to subdue another nation, and 
sovereignty is not negotiable. "'Hus congruence 
in intentatlonal phiosophy led the Soviet Union 
aid India to come up with the DdN Dedantaon: 
s &eprvit (hat cds for nuclear cbsannvnent by 
2010 AD. for demibuhsation. demucratnation. 
the ending of mihtary bases outside national 
boundaries and the scrapping of ndtary pacts. 

The principfes as conceived by India are 
(adored lo match its nalHtnal mterests. Indian 


foreign pok y pUnners have identified specific 
guaH for protecting the country’s security and 
ecMiorruc needs. Maritime trade routes through 
the Indian Ocean, for instance, are of mqjor 
importance, and the mam reason behind the 
decision to develop a "^ue-water navv"> The 
presence of American bases—Diego Garcia and 
fsHilities develoi>ed in PaJustan^are viewed as a 
potential threat to Indian maritime mterests. 

Nuclear di&armanieni, similarly, would benefit 
India by curtailmg China’s nuclear capability. The 
nirrei.' nr>n*prt^eratiun proposals, especiaOy 
the NIM’ propounded by the United States, in 
cufitrast. are designed chiefly to styn^ India’s 
nui'leat weapons programme. IV acceptance of 
(he principle I of territorial integrity, sovereignty 
and non*aggreswnn would, likewise, place India 
m a better negotiable po»i(ion against China. 
wNch. as the world knows, gnbtied Aksai Chin 
with brute niilitary force. 

In the smaller subicHiiintfnial region, Indian 
objectives are even clearer and ^lem from 
domestw concerns. Kvents in any pirt of the 
subcontinent directly impinge on interna] politics 
in India. The Tamd problem in Sri Lanka is a case 
in point. Not only did the Sri Lankan upsurge 
send shock waves through Che Tamil population 
in India, but rt also created the possibility of the 
Sh Lankan govemmem signing a military deal 
with cither Pakistan or the United States, 
Dburder m Hangladesh will similarly $4x11 over 
in(o India Itf only in the form uf refugees). 
In^iiabiliiy m Nepal would affect millions of Indian 
ciltzem residing m that ccnmiry, and to an 
extent, the same applies to Bhutan. 

Pakistan has and continues tu be a mnior cause 
<if concern for (wo reasons. Pakistan has tradi* 
tamafiy projected itself as a competitor lo India 
and has carried the contest to the military level. 
Secondly, India’s Urge Muslun populate a is not 
entirely unaffected by developmnts in Pakistan. 
<>f particular curKem to Irwte is the possibility of 
a fundamentabsi iriumph in Pakistan. The for* 

laadwll Oortaehtv mWi R^iv Qar«nii 
—urtng conBiwd support 








pressure on I’jikistyr. Indm’s Siftehtii jrivrniure. 
the sul>se(|ueiil refusiil Ut arrive ul »n iiKrr(*riii*Tit 
over the ({lArier, the refiis:i! Kv aricird (K’lHTal 
/u proper di^irulic horHHir> diiniih! Ib< jrfqxji 


WHAFS NEW... 
THE SOVIET UNION 


iner P^kishiru dM^tor treneral Zia ul Ilnqs 
deliberaU* ftisierinp of fuiKkiniefitnii>r Innt^ 
his complete support for the ultra fundament.ilist 
Afijhan rebel lea^r (iulhuclrtin Hekm3tvar--und 
support for anti*India hardhners lud loinpiHled 
rlu> <niVHmni««iil hi frnH tti iii> ihu 


vlsU Iasi year, were all mcssaisvs thsii sijenilled 
India s urwiDinjpu^ss to deal with a dKiator. '/mi 
retaliait'd by covertly aiding Sikh s^xin^nssis. 
sponsorsg dislurbances in Kashmir, resisiing 
[ndo Soviet atiotnpts at estalibshiiig u hrrxid 
based pro^essive govemnieni in Aiuhamstar 
arid pursuing a nuclear wt*a|Kins iirogranuiK* 
lieriazir Khutio.onilie oth«^ Ivirid is favoured 
by ihe Indian exlcmal ulfairs ininrsiry, tiidam 
Uibbyisla in the l-nited Sl;ites Hr<* reth tried lo 
have rciiuosled tht* Rou^n adiniiaslrJtMMi lo 
support deiiKA raiisaiKm in I'akisian ;incl pti* 
suade tlie I’akKiam army lo agice to tiM* 
aa'csaion of Keiiaair Khutio Wink* Hhutto 
caiUHit l>e exp<s'led to t'v the indsin ksu'. Indsm 
foreign pofK y omikcra analyse ihat she will iaiacfc 
fundamentalism and the nniMnodt^misis m ht'i 
country. She can. n tor cove*', be* expi'cUnl lopav 
greaier attention to econoniK ^ vchtpimiit. 
which bus Iwvn a major plank <g lH*r eleilnai 
campaign, and, coo'k'quently. lie k*ss iiHimed lo 
interfere with Indian obtniives. 

Rnjiv (landhi'5 OK'ding with llenarir HImiio 
during the SAARC (S<Mj!h AsianAs*<nwiNiciloi 
Kegional Cooperationi im^el in Iskimakid bi 
cnd'DccciiihcT will nvike history of sorts K'w. 
Ihc last lime the two count rH*s* elec led fh^inie 
Ministers met wan way bak m ilie e.irly 
Seventies—at the lime of the signing oi the* 
Shitiila Agreement. '1‘hAt was the* lainous niet'i 
irig between Xuifkpir \]i liltullo and liidir.i 
(iandhi. and it is both coiiiodenlHl and si]<ntrK:iiii 
that their children will meet as hea<ls of ihi’ir 
respective stales after aD these years. 'Phe new 
gencratiMi of subconlmenlal lead<*r''could find 


0 ‘'Till we meela^ain, Delhi'Moscow The lefram 
was sentimeniai The cxtcasiun ihe closing of the 
Scviel Feshval mi lodia. Prescnl were Sovici President 
Mikhail Goiodchev and Indmn Prime Mimslor Ra|iv 
Gandhi Ihe farewell oole was apt m nuire wavs than 
one 

Gorbachev's November visit lo New Delhi was both a 
beginning and an end. The Soviet Union was ending 
one long period of isoktlion and looking to i ho West -its 
technology and prosperity Wdh India, the Soviols were 
beginning another era -promising lencwud tncndship 
But they did not $our>d convincing about the tnrengih of 
their ardour 


0 The Soviets have culled for expanded trade 
between the twj couninos. have ar^ncunceda 4.2 
billion rouble ecor^ormc aid package for India 
and promised assistance for the building of a 2.000 
megawatl nuclear power Ham 


0 India IS developing greater bargaining power 
against the Soviets to acquire new kinds o1 military 
hardware. Tiie transfer ot a Charlie Class nuclear 
submarine and Ihe latest Soviet lighter aircralt, 
MiG-295. IS prool of the Soviet decision to remain the 
principal arms supplier to India. 


0 Soviet moves for a rapprochemenf with China is an 
unnerving factor in Indo-Soviet relations. Will its 
attem pts to make peace wit h C h ma affect I nd i a s 
security environmem? Or rather, is the Soviet Union 
preparing lo lessen its commitment to the security, of 
India? This question could become contentious m the 
long term. 
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peace more attractive iHan cootinued antapon- 
iam and prefer to search for a world far removed 
freon the fractured. second*nte state left beland 
by ther parents. And if this happens. India would 
also have achieved a major foreign pohev target: 
the freedom to act according lo its'*nalural 
pre*eminence in the region without having to 
wfirry about obslructiona from Hakiataa 

I ndia's record so far on the friendship front 
reads like an ad copy. Vfhether the final 
product will match promise depends on the 
external affairs ministry's next few moves -and 
the next steps kxib more cntical than the 
previous ones. RspeciaAy since beneath the 
current bonhomie lie the grtmmer bets of 
mtemattonal life. The politics of peace remami 
the means and not an end of international 
reluiions. Since natHiruJ governments caimd 
wish away their objectives, peace wd be aefc- 
nowiedged and used as long aS it % expedient. 

H<iw successhiHy India handles the tools of 
friendsliip will determine its relatHms wnh (he 
three major powers—the S>viet Union, the 
United States and China. Ilie problem is that 
nothing suggests that India can truly be friends 
with all three major powers. Basic differences 
can be papered over tempt^vdy. but not m the 
long run. The United States, lor instance, has 
accixnmodatcd several Indian interests in recent 
years. Some US analysts argue that tlus stems 
from a desire to protect larger US nteresls m 
the region: h n<in<ouperative India could have 
attempted to destabilnw Pakistan, thus thwart* 
dig American objectives in Afghansian and (he 
Middle East. 

The United States, having vin6caicd its 
stance on Af^ianisian and havng started mpru* 
ving relations with the Soviets, can once agam 
disengage itself from South Asian politK'N. Thu 
decrees)^ interest couid make the US adninis* 
tration less responsive to Indian interest w 
Mindful of this possibility, the external affairs 
minisiry has, lor the past cuupie of years, been 
working to develop a lobby comprising members 
of the one milbon-strong Indian community m the 
United States. A small group of American 
officials and Congressmen, too. are being cuhi* 
vated. 

Nothing, how'ever. can override task; differ* 
ences. And this is one reason «fry Rajiv GanAi's 
visit (0 Beiimg. despite the pubkity surround¬ 
ing it. could not achieve very much. Both Iwha 
ai^ China know that then relationship cannot be 
transformed fundamentally without the resolu¬ 
tion of the border dispute The Chinese govern* 
ment faitttically bebeves that the border probton 
can only be solved in accordance with the 
prmdple of 'mutual accommodation'. Whte the 

Chinese have not defined this principle in so 
many words, the Indian government has inter¬ 
pret^ it miTowfy to mean ‘accommodation' of 
the Chinese claim on Aksai Civ in return for 
Ctmese recognition of India's right (o other 
'disputed areas' such ai Arunachal Pradesh. 
However, Rapv Gandls has. prahciaUy. 
jected the prindple and declired that there wfl 
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nagv QwidM al a MAHC aiaatlng; aubewWnaM la «r«elal le Jndia'f mtaraeia 


be tw sel-om. 

Wrthom a genuine rapprocfremeni with China. 
Irtdia can never hope for real peace ur freedom of 
actnin m the subctwtmem. So far. Indu s Soviet 
connecOoA* end the preseni Chawse lead* 
crslap’s pre-ocng>a(juo with domesiK rconomK' 
<‘iincem—has kept Chnrse tempers in check. 
RcunonHc stabdity and aicreased confidence in 
the Soviet Umnn enuk) dnslkally idler the 
Chinese leadership's stance. China could, for 
distance, act through Pakistan, with wfach it has 
developed strotut ndffary lies, to mdirecily 
harass India. 

A section m Indian foreign pobcy*makers feel 
that Soviet help on the Chuiese front cannot be 
taken for granted mdefrutely. no matter liow 
cogent the Suviel arguments on this score are. 
The new Soviet pre-occupation with the West 
and lU more hard-headed, calcutaiing afqvuach 
to nvoh'cment with Third World countries 
cannot but be a d a mpe n er on the Indo-Soviet 
'mutuality of mierests*. 

A snudi but significant event that raised 
eyebrows and generated much talk ki New 
Uelhi's dipfocnatic circuit occuned at the condu- 
skin of Mikhad Gorbodicv's last visit in the joint 
communiQue siJmcd by Che two leaders. India 
wanted to add a paragraph on South Africa, 
^arthuid and the regrettable role of the West. 
The Soviets refused poim-btank: they were not 

p rep a red to bait the West at this stage. 'Hie 

Indians were thunderstruck. It proved that times 
were changing and Iwha had better get down to 
working out tu idohal and subcontinental equa 
tmns. Failure would mean India being forced to 
make peace wnh da competitors. But chat peKe 
would be defeat and not the triumph India is 
seekiig with its (nenhhip movea. 

Ill 
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“We cannot up 
the Kashmirjsw^ 

Pakistan ambassador Niaz Naik on the issues that impair Indo-Pak relations 


Siifty-iwthycar-rtid Muii A. Miik, 
f^ktntun'a jinbiisvMU*r-dt‘5iynnt‘ lo In- 
(Hh. ih t v^NTiln dr/^itru r. I /ntil rt't rnflv. 
hv WH9 eakisifist'ft Hmhass^tdor iii 
Fn})Cf. pnfir fo whait Im fkTvt'd as 
ftyTfign Sfi'rHsry Hv /fwr 
iHHZand /Wtf*. Nuik wa:^ ^tfxmuinfnt 
rrpivsenufivc to tht~ Viufv<l NdtHms- 
m (rtW'va frcHti /«7/ fr) 1974 antinSvw 
Yfjrk fnm I97H ^ l9fL' Ik'^iHks. m .t 
r«irh'r <»v<r 40 yt^. Naik has 

ht'ki i'Arynis iui'iOMtK' vt 

itusAKWs ul Sy<!^% New 
York. RAnp^isi und 
Naik itn^wtrs .1 wiffr* ranyt' ri/ qiivs* 
tutns fMi iU‘ tvrrviH slMv nt lndi>>i*9k 

lebtHtn^: 

hvnaifr lIhuHn ttrtcn 
hlf thf> SHimh AgiT<mtnt irAilf 
■fortign minittrr Khan iv- 

cenlly »aid that tht Fakiatan g^v- 
emmtnt wilt continue la mm- Iht 
Kashmir laaue at tkr inUmattonal 
level, lan't thii reneging on the 
Shimia AgrtemenlT 



NiiU Ndik; I ;im iM you asked ihis 
{(ursiHiA. lk<ausc. you set*, to nuke a 
relcrefKc to the Janmu and Kashmir 
dn>puu* m I he United Nalirjns m tlir 
Genenl Assenibly st'ssm is somethinvt 
ddTcrcni from actually raiMns the )s>uc 
with u view to havini; a diwiSKai cm it 
and then ha^mK a resohitKMi adofiivd. 
Now. in the annual (ieneral Assembly, 
all ihit: foreti^ immsters and k'wk rs 

speak un the tfunend siiuaiH» in lh<' 
whok’ wNirkt acrordmK to tiH'ir own 
perc eptM4K. I'll!* I'akistan foreign miens* 
ter also makes 3 poki'y statement a 
whH*h In* refers to ss'veral thmus smli as 
the questKA. th** Alidunislan 

issw* and afl the other Iroutik* spcMu — 
Nansbu. South Africa. KaiiqxK'hea 

IV Kashmir issue is cm I hr aKimda of 
X\w (fmted Nil MAS lo whnh referem*!* n 
made The A^>rbnit pumt is thai iNs 
refereiKe is madt* m tht' Maleral ton* 
text. If ymi hxik at the* statvmefiih of our 
forciifti minister, Sahahuda Yaquh 
Khan. you’D sei* that lie is always snyuv; 
that both SHk*s ([mUa and Pakistan) are 
trym |2 to improve hdalerat reUlHAs and 
w(* ho|X' that relatmns writ further mi* 
prove oiKe the JaiTiiiu and Kaslitnir 
dispute ts resolveU in the spmt ot the 
Shunla ARreemeni and ca the basis of 
I IN resolutions. 

HiM if wr were to realy raise the 
ac'lual issue. |ust ai^ it used to be a 
previous years, that is you write a let ter 
to the president «)f the Secumy Coumii. 
the situatMA would be ddfereni. In fact. 


PWOMn wnbMMder Ntat Nalk. 
an aCMio • rww ctiapiw 
AbiWirAramioiw" 


sNK'e there has been no | 

(h'hate as 'Uch on the Kashmir issue in \ 
ih<‘ Secunty Council. A mere reference 
1 f» lU* Kat^hmii rjmrstion iti ilw (luneral 
Assembly is noi a^tnst the Shimia 
A^eenKDi. We are only speaking of the 
exideiKe of a dispute between lndi» and 
I’.ikKian which oiue resolved wilt lead to 
dornlik' pvMv. After all, we CHttoul ipve 
u|) the Kashmir issue 

.If n roily m Hmeo/pinilt during 
the rUrtiooM, UenaUr II hut to had 
Hfiid. “He are the penple who 
ptedged a t .000»gtar war with India 
lo aove the honour of Pakintan 
while Zta'n aupparten Itmt Siaehvn 
to indio." Siaehen ia another eon» 
tentioua <XN<ir. Arp jvuir optimlatic ot 
o hrea/fthrouph in the near fiufure? 

< In the SiMchen issue, f am optimistK. 

U IS H very difhculi terrain. So far. (he 
n uv iriiy c if CM sualttes.Htid infirmitieH have 
been due to inclement weather rather 
than any fiKhuriK. To tiAintain human 
Ix'DiKs at lhat alUtudt*. where not even a 
blwk of qrsss {{rows, has been very 
expensive. 

How much haa ft coat the Pahia- 
fan exchequer7 

1 diA't know, 1 am sure your own 
imbiary people can tell yriu. India's 
expimditurc is more txvnuse it has a 
Ur^r presence. The situation ri]dit now 
IS that troops on both sides are in an 
eye ball-tie eyeball positKA. That has 
I'csitmued since the last lew years. While 
It IS relatively easurr fur human bein{(s tn 
lyi 1 hi*re in summer, in winter it is 
vinuaRy impossible Ihat is why I think 
both the sides are trymjt to have a 
(hsaission. Neither can fn^ throw oui 
the Pakistani troops, noc can the Pakis* 
tani troops throw India out. Jhe situs* 
IMA is a stalemate, but a stalemate 
resufons in unnecessary tensiuR. 

The defence secretaries of both the 




coumries have now met three times. 
The last lime they met was when J |u»t 
arrived in New Delhi as ambassador, I 
assure you that fhouj^ the meeting did 
noi produce any obvious rcsuhs^ there 
has perhaps been a meeting lA mmds on 
the basic framework r<ir future discus¬ 
sions. Members of both (he sides have 
declared and reafArmed that (hey will 
resolve this issue (hrough negorutions. 
which I think is a very hup«M 
Secondly, such negotiatioRs must be 
earned out in an atmosphere free o< 
tension, where there is no possibility of 
shooting in (he vicinity. 

A congenial atmosphere has to he 
created...! think India and I'akisian are 
yet to find the nghr word. It would be 
'disengagement' in normal :«rms. I don’t 
even want to use the word ’withdrawal’ 
because withdrawal has a very speedk* 
connotation. The right way uf saying n a 
perhaps that the troops are 'rede* 
pk>yedV By mutual consem. so that (hc7 
are at a safe distamc and diinX start 
shouting at each other. 

Kurt her, I think neither «ide can call it 
a ’ceasefire’, llie Pakistan side says that 
in addition to the military mipbcaiHins. 
the word 'ceasehri'’ has p*ilktical and 
jurkJicai connotations. Hveause ’cease* 
fire' would mcHit that Pakistan would 
have to give up its stand, whaii is that 
this whi^e area** Siaclien glacier -has 
been under the administrative control of 
Pakistan. And the present bne on which 
the iriKjps arc depkiyod would become 
the actual line of control. Tfus has siil to 
be demarcated in accordance with the 
197;^ agreemenl. Negotiations stviukl 
not prejudge the respective positions of 
both sides. So veaseftre' is nut the 
point, not even withdrawal, because ihe 
PaJdstan and Indian presH wil go after 
our respective governments, saymg. 
‘'Oh, you have compromised.” 

A^otf that W€ are fofkinp about 
building a effmafe of confidence, are 
concrete $tept being taken to dinpei 
the popufsr perception in India ab¬ 
out PakUtan*§ interference in Ihe 
Punjab prohlent? 

I think it was in t^tKf (hat ihs issue* 
was first raised. 1 had come to India as 
foreign secretary: Mr Rasgotra was 
your foreign secretary. The maiter was 
offic^lly raised aid 1 had said. *1s it 
conceivable that a country like Pakistan, 
with three miibon Afj^ian refugees. 
Soviet troops pcbiug a direct threat to 
OUT secutity and without a democratical* 
ly elected government, wiH get invigved 
m the mtemal affairs of India? It woidd 
have been suicidal. Even Bismarck at 
the height of hia power considefed a 
twO'frmt situation with the Soviet Lfnkm 
and France unwise. Under these cir* 



liidbHi wthoritet to 
Mnd officMo without 
advanco notico to 
impoct tho ao-caHad 
trying eontraa for 
Sikh torroriata. That 
%iro would taka tham 
by haUeoptar to aaa 
whathar they ara 
training cantraa or 
old.daralict 
gufdwaraa^ 


cumstances. A » a histurK'sl imperative 
nnd an mipvnitivf for our surviviil ilul 
Paki»lMi tries ii» defuv* :hc sMu»iH>n tin 
both I hi* friinis* Scemr of (hi* fiKban 
(NTpers are now writing Uiat iwi imbcv 
was “deccilful”. Kut the pcot'C offcnsiiv 
wn*i honest. 

1lle kxtf |fresv h(*rv ki*i*p^ snyirig that 
Ml many petsde arc comnig and going 
ikTOks the harder. Si many are being 
iJK*Hered. Hr Indian authuntes gave us 
a liM ig ten iieMonis m the licgmieng and 
said tliat we shuuki ban (heir entry nto 
Pakistan. This was anmedialely (kme. 
And the lial wros regularly enlargtd. I 
think from (hen. A hecanK* and now A 
includes several hundred nanrs. In 
addHKvi. we, un our own, is.Mied eisiruc* 
iions to all the entry' poaiis not 1 u allow 
any Sddis into Pakistan. 

Hut pilgrims can go7 

Pilgmis go with the appriwal, ctm- 
currenre and the setection of the (tov* 
ernment of India on special iN’t'asHms to 
visit Sikh holy places. Hindus also go on 
^mdaf jarfios but apart from that, no 
other Sd(h can come mio i*akistan. 

H’Aaf if he is a businessman? 

No, we have issued very strict di- 
sfructiuns to aB uur embassies abroad. 
VVe have (old them not to give a visa to 
any member of the Sikh coiranunity. 

Are gau saging there are no Sikh 
toftrisiM in Pakistan? 

Yes. no Sikh tourists cumc. Wv have 
been accused of harbouring temguts. 
giving them sanrtuary, training, money 
and weapons. A cuuple of tines we 


have told the Indian authorities (hat you 
liave indK'aied the so called iratning 
ceiiires. you may send your tifficials 
withuit advance nritKe and we would 
lake them to mspeci the scKalled train' 
ing placch. d necessary by helicopters, 
to see whether these arc indeed training 
a*ntres <ir old, derchet. crumMing ^wird- 
WHIM. We did try lu check but there 
was ntghmg. 

idd an Indian contingent go to 
i.ahorc fe inspecl the gurdwarai? 
Yis, we have taken them. 

The recent incident involvimg 
Urigadier Abbasi (Pak mf//forjr 
atlachC uhe teas expetied on 
ehnrges of bribing an idticiat to get 
cf<TMffled Information! teas unfor* 
tunate. You had gone on record to 
sag he uas manhandled and di- 
\ pfomafiV formalities had been 
ciotated in dealing tcith the case. 
Hul Prime Minister fihuttH said she 
hoped this tcould nol affect relations. 
Is this a closed chapler? 

Ihis particubir incident, yes. But we 
still have not be<*n al^ to find out why 
this happened at this partKular juncture. 
Nnriiu! activnws of aH diplomatic mis* 
SHKis arc lo remain infoniM'd of the 
dewlopnwnts in the country. It is not 
spymg. Our defeme attacM has. not 
lieen invigved in any such activity. This 
was a pre-planned trap. For (he sake of 
argument, if Abbasi was becuening a 
little tnnibk*sonie. then (he friendly 
way. (he normal diplornatic way. under 
six'h cncuinsiances, is lo uiuetly tell the 
amlussador to transfer the person. But 
whii I am agonihed about is the physical 
manhandling. He is a v'ery senior o^icer, 
he is a bn^ier ahout to become a 
general. 1 think the defence attache is a 
highly respected figure u) al) the embas* 
sies. To |:^ysically heal him, abuse him, 
IS not insoniyai (humankiarianK This is 
where (hi* test of ynur friendly intern 
bons conies, 

1 am still not clear as to why this 
happened at this particular time—when 
a democratically elected government 
was about to assume office m Pakistan. 
If h* was being observed by the secuhly 
agcjicies f<x long, as they claiin. 't^y 
could have done it months ago. Why wait 
for this inopportune lime vi^n we are 
starting a new chapler in our bOateral 
rvlatioRs? Our response has been low- 
key. We did not ask your dei^ce 
attache to leave, but someincwisequen- 
dal persons in the Karachi conaubte. If 
we had acted the same way and im- 
meduteJy asked your defence attBchd to 
leave, ive wouU iMve esriixed the 
lenaion. 

ki * >r i *eiii| d by PHisleMia Chattar}M/ 
Mmv 0(mv 
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PROFILE 



Waiting 

in the 
wings 

Ever since MOK came to power, 
Korunanulhi has heen in political 
limho. The forthcoming election is his 
big chance 

T hiN IS ihv last ie»l i honv and Mu<hiivi'l Kanina* 
nalhi fully wcU kiuiw» thiit If Iw b«>(chi*« it. he will 
prol^blv m*v<*i comm* Io powet aicain m Tanul 
Nadu, hor 11 vriole veais. whde M.Ii. RmiuhIuii* 
dran's ^wav over Ih** peiiple reiiMini*d undnH 
iiislu*d, Kfiruiianulhi w.uled ai Iht* sidehiies and palH’iitly. 
Assuring hinisell aixl his ^up|Mlc1er^ that the AJI IndM Aina 
IfiHvidH MunneicH KiuhaKuiii (AlAOMKi oimKI ruk only a» 
long UH M<iK w< 1 ^ alive, llul the iwrty <hclii’t have a cuhesivf 
ideokigy, that its appe^* resied M4elv on the hirmcr filnisiar s 
persoiMl chamniH. And that micv M(»K was no nw^e. the 
AlADMK edifiiH would cniiiihle and th* 1'aniilians would 
revert to sufiportioK tli^* t>MK as they had done betwee^n 
\mi and IW. 

Ihert' was a kipc to Ihe aigiiiiH*nl and Ins lolkiwcrs 
bebeved him. A Malayab sktio iiiained a hialniin. MGR knew 
that his politKal appeal was belter hMinded un his mage as a 
screen Iwn‘ fwtu^ ,»1wuys stood up Un the nghts of the 
downtroddtm) rather than on Dravtctan idcs4usrv. True, he 
dccncd the iniposilKMi of Kindi every* nuw and then, indulged 
In some mild Brahmin‘baiting, inci eased reservation ((Uotas 
nnd went on h bit about (lie glones of (h'aviduii culture But 
these were popukst gestures and measures. Al heart. MGK 
was something of a nuKk iate. happy tn bt< kdl akme to rule 
(he suite hy forging an allbioce with the iiUmg parly at the 
Centre*. 

The first part <»f Kanindiiidhis prediciion has been 
vindicated. The AJAKMK la mdecO m disarray—having sphl 
into two factions, the hrsl led by MGK's Brahnwi wifc.janalu. 
and the other by his leading lady. Uw plunip but comely 
Jayalairtha. Heller still, the Coujffess(l) in the siale, bamngi 
unforeseen devck^enis. aetnis set to go it akinu. This wil 
make it a four-cornered contest when the slate elections are 
held in January and Karunandhi knows be stands to gain a 
great deal from this. After all. didn't the DMK gel as much as 


30 per cent of the isipular virte in iIm' Lok Snbha eleciioiis in I 
Tamil Nadu as early as !984? II rhis did not relleci lo Un 
numher of seals the party won. iIm’Ii surely it wa» heiduse i^ 
the *'lectoi4l p^n between theAlUMK and the Cotigres>. 

New It remains l<ir Um* wdy pohtician to fulfil the stnoiid 
part c4 lss> pruphet y. A huhire amid mean more tiuin )us( a 
personal setback. The L>MK is the liletine of tin* i>rav^i,iii 
mov<*menl today, h thi* parly lnsi*K. in wlut ix an elect oral 
situation lailor-tnade for victnr>'. iIk* nuwement it self is in loi 
a serious reversal. 

Ka.uiaukthi wdl he kv^cing to pLiy ihe I travidian cdiil Hr 
has done so time and again in 1 1 m- i).isi. luis^iiu; no opt v >i l non y 
lu appeal t(« Tamd sentiment iind c IwoviiiiMn Soiik< < il iImm lias 
been pretty kiw stuff. Kor instame. lie amstaiitly allrtiipted 
to make poktical capiial b> drawing ji 1 riitK»n lo MCiK's 
Malayan origins He wouki aigur that MalayJis wiie l>Mng 
favoured for state govcmnv*m jobs and ilvii ihrv were 
fkiunralvig at the C4 *m of TaiivliHiis in iIh* stair "IVir nu^ 
two Ken^s—^me run by Karunakarnn anri <Mir hy MfiK, ' 

Ir woidd say. ’PhiM once led an AIAI ^MK irum.sUT to t oimlor 
that KarunanidhtV faiiiity hailed fiiNii Andhra Kiaik sh oiicl ixii 
I’amil Nadu Karuruuudhi threat ened Iti fast unto di*iith if ihe 
nufiisier could prove his claim. 

Thiii kaid of thing may rHd have mark' a dt-nl in M(j 1< » 
popubnty. but it never failed to gel hu)i into the pres^. Aboui 
f()ur years ago he allowed hunsvif to be arrested after ignoring 
three cuun nummniis m a r'ase that mitibtiiU'd hen in lh<* 
'‘theft and leakage" (4 a commissKHi lepori' fhxv »>gHiu. tins 
meant the front pages. As any pfessnian at TmiiiiI Nddu will 
corruborate. Kaitirvnidlu nukes very g«Nid Ik' iaii ho 
devihshly clever and ealreiiM’ly tunnv in hi^ imiNi* s|M'{’cIm*s 
and his interviews always have at k'HsI -i i imple of nx'iivii shk' 
guotes. 

He n a man who will di^ anyiluiig for a bit <il politiciii 
mileage. Last y(*ar, hi* invited p(oscs uiam hy bunting 
of an Article of Uh* ConsiituiKin fwjucli dealt wdh luiigungi' 
pcAcyV And. lately, uaik In emliarmssing M(*K by < Kirging 
hvn with Ignoring the pkglit ul Tamils m Sn LHiika. Mr hus 
savaged the In^i Sn Unka aicord ("India» signing tJie 
agi eement is as cknvrush as t hi i cgi'<i rar of in a r i lages signing 
in |4ace of the bndgegrooni when a ample cihik' to rc-gister 
their mamage**! and begun supporting llie mihiant l.TI'l!: 
(alter deacribing Hs lea^*r as a "fasdsl" la»i yeai). 

In a sense, it was his n'puiatkin as a dinniigogue ni»d an 
orator that Iwought him to powi>r. Kaninanidhi wav ik*i even 
around when the IlMK was founded as a huakiiw.iy gimip 
from the DK. E^l his popuhst a|>|feal and Imk cIcvti liietiAik 
led him to uversliadow seruor Ic^th and wlK*n ihe DMK whk 
vi4cJ (o power in 1W>9. he teamed up with M<>K lo captoio 
(he state sovenunent. 

MGK's decision (<• strike iaiI on his own lids left 
Karunanidhi in something of a pohlical limbo sin:c 197V. When 
(he former was aibng in a New York huspilal from an illness 
which finally kiHed him. Karunaiiidln had said: "I wjiii M(rK lu 
recover fast. WKhoul him Iht-re is no spk’c ui eleiti(jtH*ciing. I 
havt no rival to cross swords with." Gracinus wnrd», but 
Karunanidhi must be harvy that bs rival is out of iJh- we^. Vot 
now. he has a chance to occupy the ct’nirestnge of I'anul 
Nadu pokirs—a place he believes is rii^tfully In^ a 


Kamnanidhi has missed no opportunity to appeal to Tamil 
sentiment and chauvinism. Some of this has been pretty 

low stuff 
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WUl the real V.P. Singh stand up? 



as def<'fVr mrnistcr. be had men ai 
I'arbanvnl u> give Kapv OandN a cteai» 
ctai on Uh* Hcfftra deal. I hit a<anewlH*rc 
akaiK the* hnr. Kaiiv became thi* viUmh 4if 
the |)H\*e and the Ka^ never tired <>f 
iiMkihK nut that thi* purcha^ ril Um* 
Swedi^ IhiwM 2et w«k n Khbw sla ei iif a 
nalKtfial disijrarv. Ills ^mppuriers t(«A 
lAirtK'uIar ifbsh m Uuntm^ K;^v with 
thr skuran; ‘Mr Clesia Mr Clean, kynn 
gvxb hit Uip machate^" (Mf Clean, why 
IS ihe ^n of siM'h prmr quabtv?i Nu 
eflurt was spared to convinn* the ccun* 
try (hat the Bofor^ deal hw) endan^red 
(he seeunly of Ihe nation. 

Ihen c anie (he Hiifurs trid^ held a» 
the deserts of Rajasthan. Inr the 
benefit of the doubting Thorns • 
es in (he ranks of 

QantfN; mu mmrn 9 


V.P. SiriQii ptoyOip be«^ eUaSWlh 


V , F. Sinjd< always hevps his politick 
options open. Kven in July 1987, 
whin popular perc«|}(ion was that the 
Raja was delenn^ied to uproot the 'evd' 
Rajiv Gandhi rej^inx*. the former ruler of 
Mundu waa secretly parleying wiifi FMO 
aecrei ary (lopi Arora aixl Urvun rninistcr 
I Rajesli I’lkit with the mtent of reiiMiung 
I the Cnbim'V. (A fad known only to a few 
pei^ik' in Uelhi.l At a meeting lK*ld m his 
resklenre, the Kaju was loM by I'lk*! that 
kajiv wanliKl to restore him lo (trare. 
The Raja was wiling to bv taken back 
into Kajiv’s loH, but cunditionaDy^he 
had to made Inime narasier and givi'n 
charge of the Congressdi campaijtn n 
(Jk* Haryaru hvek'ctKMis. hk>i in turn 
I wanted the assurance (hat Sdigh, tor his 
^ part, would declare that Kapv was hts 
leadei. No problem, said the Raja* “I am 
not angry with Kajiv Gandhi. Hv is. no 
doubt, my leader.*’ 

'D)e negotiations cimclixded. 11 fc >1 was 
on )u?> way out, when he diw'tiverod. to 
his utter surprise, that tlw Raja wss 
' sinking pf>liticar bargain s with others. 
i(Ki. Fur enienng Singh’s IvHise as he 
was leaving was dissident Congressman 
Ashoke Sen. Mistaking IHlot (or another 
dissident. Anf Mohanimad Khan (there 
is an uncanny resemblancr between (he 
lwo>. Sen confided: "Arif I have spoken 
to Gianiji." He (hen wrn( on (o chscluse 
the strategy of the Kaja’s camp to a 
horrified FiloL Says now: "After 
I listcnh^ to Aslioke Srn. I was cunvneed 
that Vrshwanath was playing a double 
game." 

Anyhow, in Ihe end. Singh acknow¬ 
ledged K^iv as hoi leader as he had 
promised. And (hat very night, one of 
(he Raja’s mmiuns phoned l>eHu from 
Kanpur reminding (hose >n prnver that 
die Raja had kepi hts part of the barjtain 
and now it was (heir turn (u deHver 
1’hat is, make 5ingh the home minister ^ 
in the central Cubmet. But the way 
(hmgs worked out. afl that Singh suc¬ 
ceeded in beconiinjit is one of (he nutny 
leaders of an increasingly fractious 
Opposition. 

What is particularly gaHing u the 
Raja’a amazing lack of consistency and 
the bruea ease with which he carriei it 
ofti take his staiKe on BoKm. for 
instance. When Smgh had first resigned 







>:ST(<n vv.\ 



V>. Singh « 4 J4n Horch* mMHng. iMttAg MA4 


tht* ()ppf)«ilK>n. C<mvinci‘d th^i ii was » 
Ki>od (>ic*y loncluded lhai the 

Run was the best the arniy couM haw 
purchaMfd. A consensus (hat. obvniusly. 
did not pk*ase Sin^h. Aft«i this reverse, 
all uiie heard from the Ka)a. l<ir a while, 
on the issue was a slnny sdence. 

When ilie silence was finally broken, 
all (hat was revealed was the lormcr 
minister's confusMm. He didn't cjuile 
ft«um to be able lo distinmnsh between 
Svenska and Lotus, fur imk*. And surely. 
whc*n he made those wild charge'' *i 
I'aina—that the Bofors paytiienis had 
lh>ne inU^ Ra^v (*andhiV Svn«s bank 
acc<Aint*>* the Kaja should have known 
that the documents he wa't relvmng to 
had alteady appeared m The Utodu. 
However, he made out as if he had the 
scoop uf the century. Sonv even be* 
lieved him. if only for a while. Once Ms 
Muff was called, all he did wa^ to absent 
himself from Parliament, instead of apo- 
logistoR for the damage he had caused to 
the Prime Minister's reputation. 

B ut then the Kata'*^ potties ha s ahva ys 
been based on deceit and hvpocnsy. Uis 
statements after the Moradabad k^ngs, 
the Maya Tyagi rape case and the 
massacre of Harijans in Deoh and Sadhu 
pur arc sufficient to expose him. Or take 
the instance when V.P. Sengh had ;ust 
walked out of Kaiiv Gandhis iQwem* 
nuint. a l 0 (A of injured imuceikY about 
him. He had rnade out that he intended 
resigning the Kajya Sibha. only to 


oacktrack quickly. Careful to maintain 
hiH pobiical mage, he explaned: “If we 
resign, then no one wiD be able lo keep 
dissent ^ve m the Cingreim Parly. The 
tyranny of the Anti*] Mectmn Bdl wifl be 
perpetuated.” So. the Rasa has stayed 
put m the Kajya Sablu, 

H IS ahiftinx stand on the Jan Morcha. 

Xoo. shows up his opportunism. 
When V.P, So«h walked out of the 
Congress, he needed a pbtfurm to take 
m the nughl of the Kagv Gandhi goven)* 
ment. Su. he formed the Jan Morcha. 
Initaly. he was saying that the Jan 
Morcha mighi be converted vito a pok* 
Und party, ur a wing of sivne pobucal 
party. But onev the idea of the Svnqwa* 
di Janata I >al (^U> was mooted, the Raja 
d^nded. m his wsdom. that the pobti- 


Surely whe n V.P. 
Singh diersed diet 
the Bolere peymenls 
hed gene bile Regv'e 
Swieit benk eccotmi, 
he ehoiaa have known 
thel the docunwnts he 
WM referring to hed 
elroody ifipoeroa hi 
The Me^ But ho 
nMdoouttholholMrf 


dans in the Jan Morcha would join the 
SJfl and the ncici*p(4itical types would 
stay put m the Morcha. Th^ came the 
det^ratiun that those who remained in 
the Morcha woidd not get a party ticket 
to contest elections. Smgh’s final pro* 
nouncemenl on this sut^t was that 
everyone in the Jan Morcha had to join 
(he Janata Dal and that the Morcha stood 
(ksb^ed. but. nl course, by Itien the 
Raja had no further use for llie Jan 
Morcha or men like Kani f^un. who 
chose to retain membership m it. 

But nowhere docs Singh's duplicity 
show up more than m hiv refusal to take 
an unequivu'al stand cm the vummunai 
issue. Sometimes he seekn to become 
the hero ol the Vishwa Hmdu Panshad, 
accepting (be Kajtishi utle m banaras. 
amid stirring shouts of Hsr Hur 
Mahadev. At other moments, lu* m the 
champKA of Muslim rights, travelling in 
Meerut, accompanied by a party uf Urdu 
joumalms. io express sympathy for the 
vicums of Hindu communaliHm. Bven in 
hsi speeches he uki'S care to ensure 
that he drtpfeasvs no one. content lu 
mouth i^thudes; “Children of the same 
mother have common btuid,” and much 
more m the same vein. 

If Smgh represents anything in Indian 
politics. It IS the feudal element * wliK'h 
has been trying to destroy India’s nas* 
cent demoaKy and capture power for 
itself, [n 1$47. these elements ivere 
defeated by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
m 196fl by Mrs Gandhi (with help from 
(he socialise s). Ni»w the Kajs of Manda 
has assumed their leadership and (he 
outcome of his battle againsi Kajiv 
(Undhi. will prove decisive in dctermin* 
ing the future of the Indian rt^public. 

PartmiUrly depressv^ is the fact that 
the Raja pays no attention to the issues 
which reaPy plague the natxm— 
ji»tng communalisn^ unemplojinept and 
Qitf^ togcr To nationarmlegntx from.lhs 
y anous secc ssiofBsf^frrces within the 
coun tiy._Rif then VT.* Singh has no 
answers to these problems. All be can 
do IS critiase the country’s leadership 
vHienever n achseves an^hing of any 
consequence'-bis Patna aUegaliuns im* 
mediately followed the successful Indian 
Army action in the Maldives. 

In facL V.P, Singh, unwittingly or 
othcTMse. has beam a tool of the 
CIA. The American agency strives to 
unseat den vjc r a tically elerted gnvem* 
ments in Third World countries, by 
drumming up false charges against 
them 'I'he idea is obviously (o replace 
them wkh governments that are pliable 
and weak. The CIA would Hic this to 
h^ipen in India, coo. and the Raja’s 
madmationa are only aiding the agency 
HI its nsbriovs designs, p 
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^c- Qh>Li hrrw/c.s trxprtfus j 
ihc ftj/iwsN <rf f/H’ Aum^n /toc^ 
4/it/enJ(Wc«»^ Thc^ arv 
•*}mh(>ls cnceyy The virility 
and srrvnfffh of the mule figure] 
jnd the sen^uousne^ vni 
grace of the fen)nie acquired 
m (hem a Itk-like quahty ‘Ihat 
tradiuon ts ahve even today in ! 
TanuUtadu Poompuhar hringa 
you CTeaiicw* of Chiyla 

bron/es that arc often 
indvtttngufahable from the 
ortgtnsiJ 




Tht lotmaUu Hrn U m * Cgy^wtoft Ud 

(A G gi»w w > w d tomMiM 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Lost and found 

The rich heritage of Murshiduhad rediscovered 



Btonn Vtftau. eke« lOlli— 1 in cMitfT 

sections oi temples, scone 
cwir^ broAxc 
Bnage^—whie monuments 
of the btterday Nawabi e n 

iiiimiti ii.m. l^«apc, though 

icamst«n«ms, most them sre in vanous 

OusMpsM stages ofdeoiy. 


T hree 1 ime» the capHaJ 
ol (Wngal. 

Mur>hKlfiba(l-the city 
rfiKt (iixtmi—todiy lives on 
lefWrted glory, its glorvius 
past relegiited to the pages 

o| h(sior> htMiks. To most 
pc<ipk.\ Murshidabad is 
uHKocisted with the KatUc of 
Massey, the imfortuftaiv 
Sinij Ml Ihiulifh. Mirjsfdi , 
l»rd Clive, Wumfr Hnstiiij^s 
siMl MaharHju Nanila Kumar. 
Not many know ihai tiK* 
dislrici wielded hiMiork'nl and 
pilitH Hl iniportarM e l<x 
amt iiru^H before timt. 

tlneoflheearheHt 

L'hromck'rs. tlx* 

Heventh* century ChiiK^sc 
tmvefler Oh Yuan Chwang. 
referred lo Mundudsbad’s 
tUtk'M srchaeohigical si1*5 in 
jdowing terms!* Tlw people 
art very ^ end patrons nf 
learruig/ he uid. 

ItHHlIustrious. King 
Ssunka. the successive 
Tukrs of the I'lih and tlx* 
hena dynasties, as well as 
Hussain Shah, aH chose to 
house their capital in 
Mursludahiid, Archaeokigisiiv 
have discovered a treaauri' 
trove ol artefaiis- seals, 
aiins, Icrranittahhcks, 


Neglected badly tou are 
the crafts of the area, once 
renowned aO over the world. 
French chroniclers of the 
I4>lh lentury retxird that 
Cosaim Bazar sold 22, flOij 
A«(l gatilUO pounds) of 
textile abroad. Also, 
according to thi« zcccHint* 
ivory carvings of that district 

4 



8«kichaOMfl, century 


had aotuired international 
lame. 

The martlet for stik 
ivodiicts has nourished, 
thanks to government 
interventiurwbut elsewhere 
the picture is dismal. 
Hamstrung by government 
import-expurt regulations 
and directives regarding 
procurement d rvory, many 
craftsmen have turned to 
other media like shola and 

sandahvood. Renowned all 
over the country for its 
purity and finish kansa (belJ 
metal) from Khagra, which 
once occupied a pnde of 
pbee in aB buusebolds rich 
and poor, is about to 
(baa^ar. Of the ISO kanuti 



















Lady In praan va*!. mln<a>wa 
pointing on ivacy. iflh aanwry 


CfttHtfr* aadai^iijt, aceompaniad by King ariup of Oflaaa, Noahipur 
acKboi Of pamtMg. iMh cantufy 


•4 Mursl 11(1,1 iMd rtnlu^uim's 
ujxicr OIK' r(H)l. (he 
V X hihit H »I nisi > 1 lU’liKlod 
|)I>uU)KnM>hK displuvHof 
nnlKjuKK.*s Ixiuscil iii scvii h1 

insiUuhiHis -Ihc Vii toria 
Mi'riKinal Hod ih<‘ A«hut(jsh 
Mijsoum ui LMk'uUn. the 
Stale Ar<'hao<ilof^citl 
Museum, the lianpva 
Sahitya PanshaU, Aiid Uk 
H azarduan Museum, 
Murshklaliad. 

()n display were several 
unkjiie exhibils- a shtnidbuh 
in Baluchari desiLH. probably 
the only one of Us kind 
available in the louniry 
today, Mahai'ajaNenda 
Kionar*$ embrwdcrvd 
pasbninhi shawl, exquisite 
Mii houkah bases <the craft 
has subsequently 
disappear^), a woven ivury 
fan with siher stnpiL old 
brass utensils, pMndun.v 
lyprcal of the Mughal era. 
OaMaiaSkdia 


households in KhaKra, only 
ore remains. Ilie rest have 
become m«dcm*day 
traders—vexetablf vendors 
or pasnwaBahs. 

To focus attentkm on the 
ridt herilaKe of the district 
and revitalise the crafts of 
the area, the Murshidabad 
refdonaJ chapter of the Indian 
National Trust for Arts and 
CuKuraJ HerilaKe(tNTACH) 
orpanifted a three*day 
historical‘Cum*crafls lair in 
Krishnanath CoUegiate 
School in Rehrampore from 
'is 10 27 November On 
diiqilay were over ISO 
exiivbhs—antiquities 

UbharalaNmUKunar'a 

p«nb»piaei>dp#aMM»>a#iwd 


(’idkn ted fr<ini families all 
over the dislrnt arMHmm tlx* 
oiMectirai *4 sev^eral 
Mur*4iKUba«Jb.ised fainibes 
now hvmK m Cak'utia *lhe 
first comprekumsive display 


1 A ^ 

I ^^schaeologists | 
[ have discovert a } 
I treasure trove of ! 
I artefacts — seals, [ 

coins, terracotta ' 
bricks, sections of , 
temples, stone 
carvings, bronze 
images 











INTRODUCING 1997. AND FACES 


Thai question mark is hope. Hope for mothers and 
babies. And, of course, for clean air to be still around io 1997. 
So none of us would need a las mask to breathe throu|h. 

Today, clean air u vanishing fast in our eiiie& And ewy 
badly mainiained fuel driven vehicle spewingtouc matter ii 
hastening its sad exit. And our lack of concern does not 


lighten our burden of guilt. 

It's cenaudy true that we can't do without our vehicles. 
But it's certainly not true that we can't take better case of our 
vehicles. Or, control ihdr toxic emission level. 

lb hdp you and dean air, M ICO is organising Emission 
Checks in the following cities. Ryr your vehicle Fret Look 




'IN LOVE ? 

^ w P your locaJ newspaper for daus and vtoucs. And drive to. 
To help bring back clean ui. 

FREE EMISSION CHECKS at Ahraedabad, 
Bhubaneshwar, Cakuna, Chandigarh. Coimbatore, UeQu. 
hrnakulaffl, livdore. Jaipur. Kanpur. Lucknow, Madurai, 
^sigpur. Patna. Pune and Secunderabad. 



VH’KISM 


L'lff* 


A vltw Of Kqv«I^ bMCh 


W )mI< IH!(hr^MII^ U < U}tl>UMHT i>) 

iMfl’tiiikiKiivi] ui Nt’W 

IMh) II) OkdilH't. imiiisU'f <•( 
t>Uifv for louiisni Slii\T;ii hitil s|«ikv 
aUiut liim I he liavrl iihIu<It\ shtniki 
out Ui ilta' ^cHil of ihi' UHnisi Kro*u 
ail :ui'(ami‘>. I ho ^'oV i TiiitK'tH (!■» is 
ili)iii^ srHiH* Krnd se:ir4'lim^ of ils ow*n li> 
sciKo 1110 imjNonis tliat have (lbs'll 
I hi s II If lusi r\ nMiiily i ho st o|i nx rt Itoriy 
Uoaliiioiil II ha< Un'oivofi Slik'c' likk'* 
^liiU'iui’ 

' IU'nkK’s Uikin>! ilu' prn.ilo iiKki'^lrv 
%lu.^uiiiik iH o l<M Om’ hr«i linx'- whki) 
ro^iihir iiK*olink!> with iht* do* 
(>.iftiiionl <il Uiiui'iM and iH\as«Nially 
w iili ilk' oahim t M^'ix tanal- roccill 
Ikilif's dok’isKMk> b.ive (orlmnly biH>s|od 
tiH' UH'r.ilo of Ihi'i nxiiV'V'SpinniiiK indus* 
lr>. Siivs lixk'i Shariiuj. oltiinixin of ihi* 
Nf'w ilolhihasotl Stia Tritvols' *1l 
iiih)sO‘> Us loot lounsni lyis hivtll) c^MneW 
MKo if> lufiuk." 

Critics siiN iImI this luiiuiRnuM) Hi 

k^ovtTMiifhni (mHh'v loHihoO (rtini a 
shorl||^ of for< ii9i oNohunjcc tv'irnaijc!^ 
anAu^MhMiioo ilvii ils 

iKlIliiVAiTi'ih'v moonx* u( alnxixl Rs 


(ounsiii lan dovolop with a m'cli>Zibte 
hkoMin cKclianKo input, if compared lo 
ounwiKs, Hui whak'vorilx'i ousort. it's a 
tfxid trend." 

A kxik al rcconl dovelopnioiitis lielp 
suotfiianiie thU fevlintrof oiAimisni with¬ 
in the indtiMry. ]n the Iasi nine months, 
a pormanf'nl suh-uomnutlee for lounsm 
has been otxisIKuled within tlie mini^^try 
lo nxnilur ihe wf^rking of the govern* 
muni's Kxirism ixHk'y as well as the 
working of the bidusiry as a whole, 
lanury coaches and cars can now be 
imporit^ by the indusiry to cater to the 
fussy tourist Koreign coUabomiion in 
Ihe hfrfel industry is now permitted*, a 
ffireign partner cmi even hold majority 
shareholding in an Indian venture and 
repaihate profits easily. Induui Ixrtelkrs 
now pay a k>wer rale of interest on term 
loans and ci^oy Ihx cnncessKins. And, to 
gn hy l^d's statement in the Lok Sabha 
on S Decembn, foreign i barter flights, 
b(*sides Goa, can operate to Varanasi, 
Hyderabad, Tiivandrum, Ahmedabad 
and even Bhubaneswar. 

In fact, (he Ruveiiirnem ii n<iw dnmg 
what it ought to ha\e dune from tlie 


llXRi iforo M IlH* e»l o| ttx* kisl 
firtdiHfcfl yt'ar. Ilu* laglx'st anxMig kII 
inOustrK'H can (•ndge this giq), fiy the* 
cikI of I hi' iH’Xl (K'cadi*, tlxs figuri tould 
go up to Kv Ti.riX) cnees anixiaDv, Says 
:ui Mxlusirv cjuxuinv who diH’hni's lo be 
Hkmlifx'd "IIs niso being realised lint 












slnit; Ktft fifmti. t'ureiKn loun^t arrivals 
tin* one million nwirk for the first 
lime in IHHC. The targeted gnmih is Ui 
fut {\v 2 . S to H mil!u)n mark by (he end <4 
the ceiiiury A beginning has already 
iK^eii ntadr t^mards that end. but what 
lies iilieiid IS a lot of hard Ihinkjng and 


just aren't aN’aibble n niosl 
clesiubilions. be uat tlie Kot'^n beach. 
Jaipur. Varanasi or New IVHIu. This 
w<xikl iMHV&sitate nuin* 4>ialit> la^td 
riHms. espetniiiy m |4ac(S wfiKii van 
ikiw* rec'eivc liuirter frghl>. 

In (riBi. say mdusiiv exeeutives. Wnvi 
ni>ms art' ni a high sixidard. but rlv 
airiKirt is ^Jiridd)'. In the ciise ot Kma 
ban. the beaeh restvls are Hh'al but the 
rcsid leadAg to it fnmi 1'rivandnim nly 
w'Bids through very* iT(m*di*<t puls i4 tlie 
lowiL If ihi r*' teas a direct road bnk ju^l 
fnr Kmralant icmnsis- both kireigii and 
domes;k' would have easHT acxt'ss to 
iht'resort. IVplan (oradinni road biik 
ha> kvn tgitlienng duiU Inr the past 17 
Years. Sita TravtTs Sliamia coinmentH 
4*1 another aiHiect at ntbabot'eit “HV 
cusloniei isfll cmwvmed that Indsm 
Airhni's rliH'sn't have enough plarH's to 
ensure sents kir (*ver>‘m', He‘s ton* 
lemed wiih the fail that I decided t4i 
visa this vounlr)’ bui (Mn'l gel my 
resenaiBJO* ome I reached Indw." He ^ 
adds: “fhi llv <*k‘ hand • ami rightly I 
Thataj MaftairtfwonJwotwonoai a \ 


stlrttfla 


Vtranaal Hotal: ■ vlawol iradKion 

even harder work. 

India already has 3 number 
ol things going it un* 
matched mounuin panur* 
amas, superb beachfronts 
and res<»rts, wildlife sane* 
luaries and enough rulturv Ki 
uverloAd any tourist's 
perceptions. Sdvs K.K. 
Lakshman, chairman and 
managing director ut India 
Tourism Development Cot* 
poratinn (HDC): *'1V key 
elements arc the pe<^. the 
atmosphere, the nch and 
varied colours. In fad, India 
is quite unusual compared lu 
conventional lounst destina- 
tionK in the developed part of 
the world.” 

However, hand d) hand 
with scenic splendour and 
vibrant culture are pitfalls m 
organisatKMi which can—and 
often does—doud India's im 
age in the mind of the tourist, 
IVre are huge gape m the 
tourism infrastructure, and 
often a lag between plans and 
their Huplemeniatiun. 

For example, says Rabvi- 
dra ^th. an edAor for a host 
of travel'trade puMicatiotu in 
New Ddhi: "You can't land 
500 passengers in Goa one 
day and find there aren't any 
rooms available. So rherter 
IH|^e to Goa are inuted.' 
During the p^k louhal lea* 
9on in winter, rooms 




Han d in hand with 
acenk apla ndour 

and vibran t_ 

cu lture are pHtaWs 
hi org a nkation 
whkh can cloud 
lodia’a inm g e in 
the mi nd of t ha 
touriat 


SO—we are drumming up 
promutiun abroad, yet have 
made tittle effort to ensure a 
hassle-free trip for the 
tourist.” 

There are still more prob¬ 
lems. "We have some of the 
finest hotels in thd world. ’ 
says the unnamed industry 
executive. “So the tourist 
lives weB. but if he wants to 
travel, he rides uncommon* 
able Ambassador cars and 
buses built on truck chassis. 
The roads are bad. The state 
of surface transport n our 
country is pathetic.” 




You can t stop 
a man on a Hero Honda 


From talking. 












When we lauxKhed ihe Hf n> 

Honda CD 100 in 1985. we knew* 

II wa!i a fpod ihing. A fact • «« 

confirmed by the owners. All 

Some are moved by the 
economy (80 km/liire*). Some by 
the easy maintenance. Othen by 
the name of Honda. And ail • 

exult in the riding pleasure VArf/l 
India's only 4-sir^ )00 a 
bike. Honda engineering— ^ 

Hero's choice. 

In all. 200,000 happy owrven. 
each with his own reason for 
feeling good To all ^ you. we 
can uy one thing. YouVe got a 
_ good thing goio^ 


All said and done... 




ti 





Selling a land of diverse charms 

T he htfdMlKng of Indii be- It'sonijrffnodmptrtt.'’ 

eun, finOy. Thirty-eijtbf yws The' problem ie: how exactly 
after India act up tU flrat tourism should Indie be sold? SiMild A con- 
office, thedepartmeat^tourwnhu tinue to invade Che wurtd'a percep- 
wokept^totbeneceaatyofmaricec- tioii aa a laod o( snake chamicra, 
maasacnicta]aspectcif|abuaneaa. beggars and erotic sculptures? Or 
ll^ no longer a caae Of taking a ahould A be prosected aa a land of 
touriat’a interest In Invettktg to India bright aunahme. palm frmged 

tor grantei butooeff.p—— > - . bfty 

drumming into 'tfil' ^ ^ alupes? Sho>M 

head that H’a among V India empiiwe^ecj- 

the beat destinationa W *'• i ^ destinations within 

he could pid on vrtde t > * the country or shotdd 

making hlspUna. the vdtole coimry be 

The tourism depart- } served up on the 

meni has increaaed As t * plitlcr? 

promotional budget k Evidently, India 

four-fold. The I prefera themets tour- 

proepeetive tourist is ism approach. The 

now being wooed by idea tt to provide 

advertiaiflg In maga* scenetlMng for everv- 

ainee and even tel^ one. be cuhuni 

aion in the West; ear- tomn still the 

it was lentted to biggest diaw^rek- 

the smaBer reach of lung end white-water 

tnvd-tnde pubbca- Says Seth: 

TioAs. Instead of a sagle campaign ‘This is the only ke>* for the 

Ujt the svhole world, separata cam- futi^. II touriam trends dunge. we 

paigns are being launched, aimed wii always have something to fifl 

apeciflcany at the UK. France, Ger- back rwi It's i surety." 

many, the Ursted States, as well as Even with in India—although 
the newly emerging markets-^ marketing awareness b on the up- 

japan. West Aais, Eastern Europe. swing-^^proache* are lopeided. d 

Soviet Union and Australia. Abo. m not dowwight ignorant. Poesibly the 

an unprecedented move, the private cady excepuon is the Jammu and 

industry b being mcreaamgly con- Kashmir department of tourism, 

suited by the goveramrit to provide winch has always led the pack with 

•unestions 00 how to effectively seB its innovative marketmg mroach 

Che product! India. and promoticnal aitivHiea. The de- 

On the nirffice, it’s aimpte. Kind partment’s Tour Seawns* ompaign 
out where the tounsu come from. to highlight Jammu and Kaihmir as a 
bBCs them with advertising, and offer ycar-rrund desanaticei rather than 
them a good deal and incentive to iuat a summertime refuge has paid 
viiit In& off handsoinelyTNs led lua campaign 

Howevgr; things haveot quite with pcomnent pemonalitiea making 
wttfked out that way. Says Rabvidra their pcich for the state. Realising the 
Seth, a bng-tfrw in^stry executive value of promotion, the state depart- 
and an editor with Cross Secocn ment has conffiuioualy upped ks 
Pubkeatioos. a ma^ travel-trade budget for tins popose. !t now 
pobbahmg company: Tiklb*s tourtsm spends Rs two crorea a year «sa- 
marketing la Jifce the cume's egg. pared to Ra five hldis a decade ago. 



He^ may be on the way. In M& 
this year, the 1*lannaig Commiasion'i 
tourisni committee published a re¬ 
port which irteinpied to identify 
problem areas and suggest solutions. 
The repurt recommends i ‘country 
marks ling plan’ in important marketa 
by “pooling resources of vanoua 
pubBc and private agencies kiitsad of 
independont and dii^K^mied efforts 
presently undertiken by these orgr- 
nbgfwQS, so SI to pixi;ect a better 
image of the oountry which would 
yield an abundant fan-out for touriim 
growth sod also be an advantage to 
tnda and commarce.lt also suggesli 
VI "overhatU” and ' strengthening" of 
the department's oversees offices, 
and to post officers there vnth a 
“strong nurketirg orientation." 

The report abo cornea down fairly 
heavily on other lacunae in the cur¬ 
rent ^roadt. 'TiU recently.'' it 
says, "touriwn pronwtlon in India 
conabted mainly of diuemination of 
tounat diformation through diatribu- 
cion of literature m response to 
BjQuirws. Lately, a slightly more 
professional approach has been 
adopted but cercatnly not at the level 
of our cumpetitors. After afl, it has to 
be realised that we are m a highly 
competitive situation with each coun¬ 
try wanting a bigger share of the 
tourism cake.” 

So. the light appm to have 
dawned. AB that remaina to be sceo 
0 if the government continues with 
the momentum, rectifies Its abort- 
cufTiings. and in the end, the world b 
lured with the bait atid makee a 
bedine for Ifidb. 


S ometimes, pobcicv b^irdL-r on (he 
ludicrous. Video I'ameras are not 
permitted in complexes which house 
Nstunc^l monuments, hi this video age. 
if tourists were allowed to use a vi^o 
camera, then he could take his memor¬ 
ies back home to ^how 1m friends and 
relatives. In nun, they may be moti¬ 


vated 10 tcawl to Indfi and view Hs 
marvels. .Agaai. i a (uunst wishes to 
cajry a tnpnd lor his camera mto a 
enmplux. he has to ubuin perrmssHn 
hum Iht* Archaeohigical Surv (7 of India 
(ASI) uffkv n New Ddhi Therefore, d 
die lounst lands n Bombay. Madras or 
Cakuita. then he has to travel aO the 


way In New Delhi if he wislk-s to use a 
tnpiid Ingenuity and nminwm sense 
sennetimes win f>vc*i these rules; bst 
year, a CanadMn tourist -amting 
ihuusands of others, surely received 
permission to phenograph the Khajurahu 
temples pT<ividud he did mi from afar He 
sim^y used a soom lens tfi t^b^tngrapb 
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wit.tt 1\ k - ASJ M iMik! 

liiJM liiMii tiH* lidlu 

I Ml (jir m.iIK 

ilk <1 nuM<' wm. Hm* 

uiriH ol hHiiisi>k, ,ii <Mi iKijH't, 

; wliiif kl ll:k^ 111 iti», A ir|Hul In iIm* i 

I riiiniiniu t'MikimssH»ii’s lcHkn>m timvuil' 

^ ll*r IIKMI IM k’s> iHIl kk4IHI1M’ Irf 

,i< lN»h (rik iiu 1 iin>* iIh' MKiiUrv ni’r(K iii 
tlkl'< lilrii 

I'Ih’ in tlM* 

|(|H»I1 .III’ i'iKllr'.> ll '•UkUli'Nls iImI IJji' 
''luth >.n li» ili’M'liip liiniiMU slwiukl U* 

! UiM’l Mil "lilt prkiHi|)li' <il kiA M>'>l 
^ (Mijiuinv, liikjlic'i k’M'K Ilf jHixIjnInili. 

. iiiiphnciiH'iii III tiK’ cMhK’Im v i 4 aVU.ts 

I mil inir riiiit piuiiHitili^ * iMii|u’(iiii»M" li 

I ill'll 'iil>!/r''t'* (k’M'l'>|Mii;! sck t It'll Iihii 
I iNl riK’MiN iii'iliMit <il sjtitvulmu .1 k*l itl 
' IniuK inn iIh' Mlndc dHiniit, ik* 
dkiii Miithi'i ItiMM “fi.nttliorur st>*Ul 
so IIIL' .Mill dllllMrll TiilM'i inin Uilknik!. 
winivi iiiul nmIcIIiIi' Uhimsim mi 

i»|i|i1 Ira “.iMIJmI IlHMt’ liUllKs <MKt 
lt’iH:ilu'ii iIh’m mi in lilt ttKiniiNI'bu 
Il'^NHl L:«n’s Oi III rll'i MsN IIh' lo 

jcMiiili I hi' jiu M’Mi t .kp.lln^ i>i umi’I 
inolii' 1iM>iu< bkk hs llu’ Vi’.il INMMi Aik 
litul lo si't np n liiiiii**ni Iri.mvi’ i iN|inr.» 



The tourism 


committee suggests 
promoting selected 
tourist circuits* and 
moving away from 
traditional sightseeing 
into trekking, winter 
sports and wildlife 
tourism 


iitiii wiili an kiMiLil I’ljuih Uim' <>l K‘> l<Hi 
(kiah's |1» h(*||r I Mil t’lalU’IHl.TK'nr'. IM (ln> 
MitHi. \i IIH nh« ms 1 1 If tHvil kir M’tlinij 

up IkllUt ll|s1|U|||«i11s JiUtn iHlI t’V<T 

iihi<Mv|ii^« mmiiiIh’Is m| tr.riih’il (iN>ks, 

.kirliiu’ hikclini; .ii.'i iils aiicE |hi|« l U’lt’p 

v*«»inistls Silas sliaiiiki 'M.ikf m|) 
MMII riklMil .iImIIII ttkll MHI U.lMl (UMII 
Miiinsni, ' Hkhni;. "tlhii's onlv isk' 
\,ii<is|iik la I ludj^f ;Ik* 'Ik**i'» m laikiri* 
Ml l<»iiMs)«i.llu' vi.<M>t>nik' U’lH’fns ihjl 
\u t;ri II ttv UkI I4»' as v.iiilsivk. il 
tv null! Mki’ tail Ml |1 m t’lmiiimlH'ni. lU' 
(tillMU s|iiHk. rvtiIlhiMK<' 

WKil dll'iiukuiiv isuaiTijiul«)i iM>wis 
luM’v tvfu'llii'i lilt’ >;int’iriMM'Ml Milk mis 

IhitMivih iMlii Its pLiiis A I'Miitv'Xvil 
« (krri Mint irilaiiiK a^i^H’ais uiidlmJiik’ 
Un iIh’ Ikiuiii' 

CMkrtv^rH/W*!* (MN 


Q STOCK MARKETS ') 


Bulls go on the rampage 

7'/ic' htnmt days of / W5 are hack on Dalai S(rce( and 
t ofnpanies are f*eonng up to hii ihe market with new issites 


V il.ks M.ih.i>aM III tiK’ Ikmikiv SliH’k 
Kxi’lui^*!’ lus d rrady ren'korH’r lo 
>pid|i>i' 1 ]r> hc.ihh 1*1 tiK' sioi'k nurkt’l: six 
iiHXiilts II iiHik Ivii M.'wn minute's ii> 
LH'I inlit lh<< t’k’v.iior and a^’t'nd lo his 
offni' on iIm' ihiTU't'nlh tUmT ttf iIh’ 
IkanlMV SumK Kxi lk’1n}^' luiklinK' 
div. iIm* t’rtMA’Os iMiUms ariwnd I he 
i’Xi haiHk’ hdS’i’ inuhiiilH'd and MiihaKiri 
has l<» w«Hi lot Ji iMHHiU's M a serpci** 
tiih’ t|ik‘Ut’ iH'Urii’ 1 h’ k't'lti hat’k to his 
oftko. 

Ilk* v<mm 1 talks ai(’ rolkijc aktni: oTk'i’ 
anoat on Ilk’ H<aiil»av Siovk Kxv'hiin{((’ 
(1 (SKI 'l>M’ IxiOs M e si aitiiM'dirut and 1 Ik’ 
rikirki’t IS I hiidanK M »raU’ tkit iiaau hi's 
Iht’ Ik’sl iMHini (Li>s *4 MKA On IH 
Nnvriidk’r. ilk' hSK lork’S UHuhc'd a 
ik*vt pi’;di ol 7 hi 7 dikl it lus onlv 
sliicItlK siik't' ilk’ll Shvs USK i’Xi’v'ulivt’ 
dirotiitr M.K M<ivy;r. "it >ou haw am 

ikkibis iduKlt Ilk* MkHkllll Iht* MUtlU’l. 
ndo fin> s1iahl>o4t<’r's idfkV Stn* llu* 

«I owe Is diwl si'v* llh* IrarisA tUHis,*' 

liiil tin'SC ail iHtI Ilk’Ivotiv itvkiHk'is 
lo judk**’ Ilk’ livaltli ol Ilk’ iiuikvt. As the 
stoi'k Mkiikt’l keeps ttanliuiK. all tlk' 
ilHlHafiks afc llis|»ii>< jfitnTi siptds 
AliHinrf ki'hfu.<rv Malt h Uhs >var I lie 
IVhuIlix Slotk Kvilmikt’ was ckniip 

aliotil .HMMNl h.insdt Intis a liu. koitli 
Hiivwlierr m Ilk' \kifiilv <if Kn lo 'ki 
mwes Totldv. llieM'h|Oirr> have imuHi* 
lilk’d Jm eaili div i4 fit.ii 2 k'd irdduik*. 
it«»u’ tlwiM oik' Liki) (ians,H'iH>ns arc 
slitkk. Wi»illi .hoklk’ie .irikiiid Ks 127* 
lo irill fttms 

As ihe nuMiln t ol crccnsiHikiiki lias 
roikiK'd. sc» Iws I’vervlhmR rise*, Al Ilk’ 
Ik'^tmii;! ol ilk' year nktrr iJiaii 
sliurt’ iransfi'f fornis were hemp disln 
I k ll eil Todi«. more lliai i * ak' lakh h imis 
dit' Kinp 4lisinhutt*d And aUnit sc'svn 
months apo tlk* ('xeduipc' wa> t.ikins 
ik’liverk's ol ;iN*ul Ks lUl crrtfvs wciy 
iikktUi.ikns tlks lias riMm three-fokl to 
ahiKit Ks .'SHI tToresd nniciih. 

Ilk’ etinh hc'^jan urtnind tlw iikXhSe fti 
the' vear and it tun ik*yci knAed bark 
5^irK:c. In March itkTc'ihmi.'flMkNMrans 
.k'lHns VierC lakuip fiUi’e eav’h dav. hv 
JuiH’. (Ihs liiid nx*n to and 

Auiifiisi iluit douhlnl to arouiid Tii.iiHy 
HDAkMi. In S<i:ilcmher and Ortober rt 
ihinhc’d apiim lo iraii^aciHina a 

(Uy and it |k‘akod in NowiiilK'r juM ahi’T 


liiwali. Says Mayva: 'Such a bip jump 
was not expected in seven ctr ciphi 
monihs." 

InevliaMy. Ihv' sudden upsuipe luis 
cauithi the brokers unawares :itid pul tlk* 
system under heavy Ktteim. Hrokeis 
who had faDen rtfi k’atj dava mum* HikI 
lhr*n)M'lvc'k bulk’d unck'r a inuuiitHiii of 
paperwork and aie sirucpIiiiK lo cnpi'. 
(ht Ihrce days Uth motuli, Ihc liSK 
duthontk’s took the exliertk neiasutc of 
ckisiiip tlk* exehiuipi' t<» allow I he* brok* 
ITS lutk* lo t k'at llie Ixit klop ol ixtiK'r 
work, and pive the luarkei liiittr 1ci cut^l 
down. That biouphi anpiy piotests from 
the sliK'kNokei s who siiw a k<kkJ day's 
business ptMiip d«»wn (be dram. 

'IV guesikMt that is iip|M'nm»sl in 

everyiHH’*!* iniml is. hnw Icmp will it Iasi’’ 

lik'Mtably. ofanioiis vmi v. Hu nue han<l 
some blokers Ik'lievc thal the hud 
Muikels will ^(HitiniJe lill well into JaiiU’ 
aiv and end ils chmb ajound 851), 
Th« BomMy Stock Sich«ng« building 







Others, however think that the market 
needs time to absorl) the ^Ins cd the last 
few months. Ram Pipaiiya uf Andhi 
Investments bebeves that the era of 
ifteep axxi sudden (growth is now almost 
coming to an end. Says Pipanya; 
’^Growth has always been foUou^ 
by consobdalion. Henceforth, the (on- 
stJidaCion will start and the sharp in' 
crease will no Irxiffer be repeated.” 

B ut. for the time beins at least, things 
could not kick rosier. With only one 
notable exception^-Reliance Indus* 
trSes—an the other market leaders have 
been moving at a s^orchins pace. 
Associated Cement Company (ACC) 
which was around Ra IfRi during the 
midcUe of the year when industi lalist 
Mahendra Swarup boujthi Ns way into 
the company, has kept risinp and 
touched a peak of Ks 410. 'I'ata Iron and 
Steel (Tiacu) which had slipped to 
around Ra 56^ dunn/t the (Rik days uf 
early tPHh, has almuat doubM to Ks 
|,10U. Century Etnka is up from a low of 
Kk ipH() 10 around Ks 2.3.'h). Similarly. 
Kajaj Auu> has moved up fnen Ks Id2 to 
H» 41K. AnothiT, MaNndra and Mahin* 
dra. rose from Ks 48 to Ks 119 kadtOK 
to ruiiK)urs ihai a takeover (mI was in 
ihe offinfi. 

Cither less fanckrd si nps were inrninji 
upward equ;iJly smartly. DCM Toy*Ha 
which ha^ had a toush year, r'Me 



/ 


-J 

nevertheless fmn Ks (xfiO t4» Ks 15 a1 
the beifmna of Dev'rmber. SeNlarly. 
AHwyn Nissan which was taken uver a 
few months aj((> by iht' Mahndrav. has 
clunbed from a hu^lessly low punn of 


cnires worth uf new issues netting 
ready to hit the market in the* nevt few 
P’Jnth^. 

Even the meo issues which stayed 
dway fnxn the market are now retuminjc 
with a vengeance. Tiaco is planning a 
cvnivenibie debenture issue wha h many 
brokers believe will be one of the largest 
ever arvl probaUy in ihe vicinity of Ks 
6U0 crores. Oswal Af^ro. run by Abbey 
()swal. the itrowib kinfi from Ludhiana, 
is (banning another mammoth Ks ^I09* 
crore issue in Januarv. A whole siruifi of 
other companies including Deepak Keni* 
lism. Sterhte Industries. Essar and 
(rraaini Industnes are Expected lu hit 
the market one after the olher in the 
next few months. 

From all indications they should fare 
well. Many of the new issues which have 


ACC 



The best gainers 



alfi 7b 


182 90 




ACC 


Bajaj Auto Century Enka Tata Steel 


Ks 175 to Rs. 12.50. 

Many companies. meanwMe, are 
movnig to lake advanuge 'jf the bull 
market whic the gomg is good. Tliere 
are thuughi to be abnost Ks 2.UIU 
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hrt (he market in the recent past have 
dorve very weB reflecting the confident 
rtMX>d of the market. The Grasim issue 
closedon 15 December ;ust three days 
after it had evened. Another new issue. 
Tata Honeywell, was also a big hit with 
(he investors and was 60 limes oversub- 
scrihed. Severn other issues which 
came out in October, including Esab 
[ndid. Adhinalh Textiles andjatnlrriga- 
(ion. were oversubscribed more .'han 
ten tones. Says i'ipanya: "When sliare 
prices nse people turn to new issues.” 

The reasons for the upswing in the 
market are not dtflicuh to find. Mayya 
says that the initial push came when the 
government reintroduced the invest* 
meni afiowance exemption and a string 
of ocher concessions was followed soon 
by a steady stream uf reports of good 
ccMpunte results, That was enoi0 to 
give the market the big nudge it needed. 













Say» (f.l^ irttwk'nt. HdcntMy 

Si<Kk [‘iKchAi^K^: "Alni«ist jjII Ujc indu^* 
Uii*s c‘x< epl an* wvll " 

'Hie b<Hjni K<>t frcHli riKKitciiium bici 
i in Ihc year it iiecanii* ck^r tiuil IIr' 
! nxMivwm^ wcrv k<jiiik to ht* thi^ 
year And Uten. it wlK*n 

Ihr* Keliaiv i^ Pctr«K hesnitaK isbuc sui* 
ceed(<l. provnnK thut th<* HMMicy w:is still 
there* for aiiyorH' wlv» nude the nshl 
moves U) nwihili&c it. 

Yi*l meuioiii’S of tk' Iasi mish stdt 
persist and will ixit be disiwUed so 
easily. Uul all tite brokers aiv at paiiw to 
stress that UMM will istt sec 4 r> rxiti ol 
th(* Clash (>f lttHf>, Si*vt'riil t)«<’t<M< Isivr 

ehunjtcd The institutions have in¬ 
creased their prrRiJK'e m Ik nuikd 
and tk*ie arc now new i^^vt is lAc SHI 
Capital Markets aikI tite Carwia Kaiik 
Hnaiu iiil SeivHvs. <hi i<ip ol llul, ihi* 
lnvest<Ms are iilso nu>rc wai*v mUmiI thi» 
CiimpHiiiea whuh they invest m Savs 
Mayya: ' Withabiper inviiU r rrfpbyuK 
now. wv rfo ih»i (liiiik Th.it tin* nurkd 
can i nish. Beseir's it ih fK’liei rerrulatwl 
now.’* 


COMPANIES 


Many companies are 
^ moving to take 
_ advantage of the bull 

_market while the 

j^n£fs good. There 
ar e thought to be 

__ajmost Rs 2.000 

crores worth of new 
issues about to hit the 
market 


’llte stink evclun^' .'tntlKiulK'i are 
Thiw rtes|Kn jtrh ir>iin 2 to vaXkU up with 
V> new vi>luincsofhnsnk's>bvfrKTeas> 
^ nmipotei e.qvuitv. In <ihout 1t< 
months the exchanjjr wiU also U' l!vt1in>; 
more sp.ki’e l" cTkihle it To luve a seciairt 
mitdeTii lirtilinK nn^ 

' The brokets now WHilmp with 
ftnetrs cr<»s«ei1 to set* wibtl will iMppro 
n XI. i^lKlllyrf s j\» h*’ now expects the 
'nvirkets to re<c' iik.tt' slowly ;r. they wafl 

mx'd nnic to ctiiisolidjie lU' ^m." i4 the 
i»Kl lew imnilhs. And everyone ts 
wailinp with Uiled Ini .ilh h^r the next 
budget* it It IS vi*f\ slnii^n’rit it couid 

aend the nwtkets iiiU» a s|n>i ^paiu. Hut 
for Hh' link’ kiiiij e\'etvt>m* is niakinii 
the Iks! o{ iMioin Iiiih's 

Paran SalakrtiluMn/aomtey 


A r ay o f hope at GKW 

The /.^^month lockout at (he en^inee/inf’ giant may end if the 
new formula is accepted by the workers 

F or almost a year ^ appeared to be But before that there will be nun 
the end c4 ih/ road for a premier ^hanites. The manaeemciu hi 


I • the end <4 Ih/ road for a premier 
j enitineerinfitDani.Thelarire^ttmofthe 
I Takutta'tM^ Guest Keen WiUiains 
I <(;KW>. thi‘ Aiidul Road wctfks. has 
bc'en under lockoul since ^ October. 
liW7. Even while other multinauonals in 
the cky like Bala and Ounlnp have 
I sorted out their pniblems after pro- 
kinged locknuts, an^ Metal Hox is ^sy 
wnrkinjt out a revival stiatejey. <iKW 
seemed unable lo bnnff off a rescue act. 

Kui now. after a Ki* month inpasse. 
the («KW manaitement seems to have 
fiiuly fommlated a padu^ of proposals 
I which in^ act the machines rolhna 
' once attain at tts Andul Road works, 
llviueh talks have b^n ht*ld penudHatly 
with the representatives r4 the five 
trade umons that conirol the unit's 
wiickfurre. for the lint tane there vt a 
Visible thawmft of altitudes on both 
sides. 

To MNiie extent this chanKe of heart 
I was bruujjht about by ftovemmenl m* 
lerveMKin. The decision lo reopen the 
unit was reportedly taken at a meelmn 
ht*ld early this rnomh between the 
nuuiaKiiiwru and West l^ital cNef 
uttncHtcr Jyoti Uasu. W'tlh iKm* slate 
Kiivenmienl keen lo ifnaureihereupen- 
1141 of the unit al tbe varliesl. tha* 
rTMnaKein(*nt is now optiniisUL that Uie 
Andui Ki»ad ^lory would becume oper- 
ational from the last week U tlecember 
< III a phased manner over a period of six 
I iiKHrthb. 

Tn» OKW taeMry: piaSebpeo etoaura 



f u-r* 
mXi 


3 

im 


'•V : , 

. V 




But before that there will be nuiny 
vhaiitfes. The manaeemciu has 
apl^rently decided to discontinue 13 
pr^uciKin aclivitH^ in the steel, bolts 
and nuts and eiiinneerinjt and machmety 
divisions rendenne 1.250 workmen sur¬ 
plus. However. (iKW directors hope 
that with tin* cooperation of the joint 
front of labour unions, all workers idem i* 
bed as surplus will accept the early 
retirement scheme witiuii tlu* next six 
months. While around 70U < mpluyees 
have already accepted the company's 
prqxised voluntary retirement scheme, 
at least another 3AI to 4fX) must respond 
so that the dale of reopiming the Andi^ 
Road works is not post punt'd. 

IV manauemeni and unions are he* 
beved to have reached an unclerstandmA 

that all workers due for retirement in the 
next five yearn will opt for Ihe com* 
pany's early reliremeiit scheme. 
AmirdinK to one estimate, around Hik) 
workers fall in iNs caiCKory, of which 
around Sh5 have already accepted the 
separelion scheme. Of the remaining 
36A workers. 1211 are due fur retirement 
in any event in 1989 and 199U. while 
anoih^ 225 lo 25U workers are due to 
leave between 199fi and 1993. The 
unions will be entrusted with the tricky 
I ask of ensunns that this sectum opts for 
the separation scheme quukiy. 

INs formula was arrived at after 
many rounds of discussion and after 
L^ing the overaU viabdity of the uni into 
consideratifin, the GKW management is 
quick to add. Between the first round of 
management-union bipartite talks held 
on 23 March. 19HB. and the last round 
held on 31) November, the surplus labour 
figure had been revised several times, 
management sources point out. 

What the government seems to have 
liked in the new separation formula is the. 
^ort of the GKW rrunagoment to retain 
the younger employees. Hence, the 
decision to weed out those w'ho have 
very bttle service period left. 

Ati’s well that ends well, may be 
refrain at GKW today. But the l3*month 
lockcxh has Uken iu toll—the tragic 
death of the three chUdren of an em¬ 
ployee. T. Mall, whkh has attracted a 
great deal of media attention. There arc 
hundreds of others suffering in lilence, 
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NEWSBEAT 



A son for scandal 


Controversy continues to dog Haryana*s first family—this time it*5 rape 


M M ■ f the Consrm tails to get 
■ A H him» then hts tam^y surely 
will." said a wag in 
H Haryana» ol chief nkmsier 
H Uevi Lai. Within the 
Hpace uf two months, the peasant lead- 
vr'i progeny have been involved in two 
ma)or scandals. First, there was the 
niystenous death of Supnya. one Devi 
Lai's granddau^ters'in* law. who died <ir 
a bullet wound in the family’s Teja Khera 
farmhouse in Sirsa diaihct. The famdy 
claimed it was suicide but foul play was 
suspected, partly because of the cir* 
cumntances in which Supriya died and 
partly because of her strained relations 
with her husband. Abhay Singh. 

Now, Devi Lai’s youngest son. Jag- 
dish ^gh. has teen charged for raping 
I villager. According to the woman. 
.')5*year-okl Kameshwart who bves vnth 
her husband Hanwan Lai. in a snuU 
diant tiarmlVAisei near Chauthaia vU* 
luge, it happened like thts. t)n 7 Decern* 
ber. an inebriated Jagtbsh Singh tbc' is a 
known drunkard and even Devi Lai has 
admitted that he has a dnnk problem) 
and three of Kameshwari’s brothers-in¬ 
law Cloteram. Lakshmaiv and Knshnan) 
came to the dhenr m the nvimng. Hiey 
arrived in a jeep which was dnven by 
Jagdish’s bodyguard, who is deputed 
from the Haryana police. The purpose of 
the visit, according to Rameshwan. was 
to intimidate her husband because of a 
family quarrel. 


Nameshwan's husband and her two 
sons were away woticiig their 6elds 
vrfk-n Jagdish entered the dhanr She 
says that he dragged her to a small room 
upstairs. Miere she was bdted up for 
three hours and raped Says a tearful 
Rameshwan. ""UgMi nay i>ien isut 
main JrutcA bM bik* nahn dwn. " Jag* 
dish divested me of aB dignity.) She 
managed to sbp out of the room once on 
the pretext that she needed some water 
to drink, but Jagdish (kigged her up 
again. 

The neighbours, apparently, were too 
scared tu inlervene. And Rtfneshwiri’s 
husband. Banwari Lak who rushed home 
on hearing the commoUon. tok) Sunday 
(hat Jagd^’s bodyguard advised hdn (o 
flee if he wam^ lo save his life. 
Kameshwan says that the bodyguard 
had apologised lo her, saymg that he 
was but a government employee and had 
to do vdut he was ordered to. 

There is another aspect to the story 
that has been missed in press reports. 
V/hm Jagdnh had Rameshwari with hnn 
m the room, a good fnend of hers. 
Parameshwan. had come to (he dham to 
VMK her. Farameshwari loM Sumuav 
that Kameshwan’s three bro(hers-ei- 
law. who had accomparied Jagdish to the 
dhani. had sexuafy assauRed her after 
she (btcovered that hef friend was 


locked up in one of the rooms. Para- 
meshwari's son. Rohtas. whom she had 
brought alonjC was beaten up by Joter- 
am. Khshnafl and Lakshman. 

Rameshwari, Hanwari La! and their 
two suns fled Ihe village after the 
incident. Relieving that the only way to 
bring Jagduh Singh tu book was to 
approach Devi 1 al himself. Banwari Lai 
\ih for ChandigartL From ail accounts, 
the chief mnister gave him a patient 
hearvig and then ordered the SSP of 
Sirsa. Kartar Singh Tomar, to arrest all 
those involved (even if one of tU m was 
his son), if they were found guilty. Devi 
Lai ^so gave Banwari Lai Rs 120 and 
had hia car drop fwi at the city bus 
stand. 

Meanwhile, there were Interesting 
developments taking place in Sirsa. Sun- 
day l^ms from sources that Om Pra- 
kash Chauthab, Devi Lai's MP-son. 
visited the Tt]H Khera farmhouse, and 
soon after, so d}d another son, Raiylt 
Singh. whoisanMLA. It is bebeved that 
the visits were aimed ai persuading the 
police to hush up the matter. The p^'e. 
surprisingly, chose nut to register a case 
and it appears that there is no charge on 
record Ramvan Lai. though, was kept 
in polire custody for 12 hours. He says 
that the police forced him lo put his 
thumb impresston on a niinuma (ajpee- 
Rient) uihJcj tlueai tliat they would 
arrest hkn for possessing an unlicensed 
revolver if he didn’t comply. Being 
dbterate. Banwari Lai says he does not 
know what he signed: tl^ police aren’t 
saying anything on this matter either. 

Devi Lai has since refuted the clurge 
that lus son had sexually assaulted 
Rameshwari. saying that the reports 
were *incorreci and baseless". He 
admitted that Banwari Lai had met him. 
but saxl that all that he complained abrnit 
was of having been beaten up by his iwo 
brodiers. Joteram and Lakshman. No 
mention was made uf rape, the chief 
nufwter said 

But the last has ckarly not been heard 
of this incidem. And as in the Supriya 
ase, Devi Lai is going to be asked a lot 
of uncomfortable questions by the Con¬ 
gress party and the press. How this 
scandal HdU affect him pofitkaUy is a 
taMsbwari; Mat) japdiaii Ikioh: matter of conjecture. But for him. run- 
L grave ehargM ning the &mi)v is proving a damn sight 

& hai^r thin running the state. 

I. 
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Ghisingh rules the hills 




QNIF •uppo« 1 «r» 
p«rtlClp«IM9 
In vtdory 

(in Ml) SwMtn 

GMMAflA' Ih* 
undi»ptrt«d i M Mr 


Hut iKither Ihe CHUM) mir Ih^ On 
rcaly post'd a thipiit to Subash 
tihtsmjfh. K«)r, both the parties were 
least intiTfstcd m a Mii»ry us Ihis would 
deJeal the *er>* pun*»?^* the Hanccl- 
accoid. 'ihe real I'haHeriKC to 
SHik.'h’s sufircnuK y I'anic (uim tlw <>NXK 
Assidenis mas<|iieradinK as mdepen* 
dents in most tif the conslituenck'S. 

the (tVe, the pobce wiiiB 
the (jNLK whM’h Ghistfif^ had tormed 
dunnit the <i<irhhaland movement to 
lake un the sceunty lurecs. had operdy 
tome nut ai^ainst the leader and CHutre 
Subba. the iiuCed rraktant and (;VC rj»ef, 
liad declared that the council election* 
wcaifd he a referendum on wtieihct the 
(iorfchas were content with a lal council 
or wouU prefer tn continue thew suug* 
for a separate t^khaUnd. 


'•^.apvre 

The GNLF sweeps (he 
polls in Durjeelinff, 
predictably crushing both 
(he CPI(M} and (he 
Congress(I) 

A cold wave 'we**|>inK 
Ihroufth the hin town (it 
hHrjeebnK on Ifi [Ks ein- 
her bri»oBht down iIh* 
mercur V a|i|v<'cuhb. Hut 
the 1 eni|KTature within 
tlH‘ |)onals of iht* hH .il St 
Joseph's College was n^inB sleiHlily as 
polling olfK lids I iirelirfly MTuloeM'd eoi h 
MIot p<ip(T. < hitiich* tile iiii|ioMnK'^lone 
siniciiire. kirKe iiowds hud patliered 
Mince morriinK. wavin)i; the taiiidiar 

jjei n Hfid noM fbxs ^i>d lustih < het rins 
the vKtorv ol yet amitlier (rorMu 
Niitional LiheiutHin Front (ONl.F) candi* 
date. And liv IK' end ol the diiv. the 
enure Uiwn I'joh to the streets tn 
celehrnte IIk* virtnry ot their In loved 
party. 

Never before hnd h ndinp t^rtv faced 
such a cnishiriK delrat. lini^hwiii n^Kk* 
(he i'UsijfeiiKe i>f the iiiiKhly Cl’KMl .iimI 
th« fonnidnble CoUKressUi and Nhtink 
down tile Iwnner of revi U raired h\ die 
(JisHiderils, SulKish Cihisingli slcefi d the 
(»NLK to a nwssiw iiiid histone win o) 
the lirsi ever oWdons u. (he newly« 
constituted I'aneelinK (iorKha HdICnun 
cil, And. with the overwhclnHiiB man 
dare of more than Ki per cent of ihe 
Nepo In speaking people of the hills, (ihi 
Singh has emerged as the ww wardian 
of (he Gorkha identity. 

A viciory for (rhismgh and the <»NLF 
was very much on the cards, U was but 
natural that a party which hud foujdtt a 
loni? and viotenl battle for the ni^ls <i( 
the Gorkhas would emerge victorious at 
the hustings. What was perhaps unex¬ 
pected was the total rrsii of the Opposi¬ 
tion, including the dominant paruier ol 
the ruling coahlxm in Wenst Kenga^- the 
CPf(M), Out of the elected seats in 
the 42-mefflber lull .tiunnl, the (JNU-* 
romped home with as many as 26 seats 
The CI*I(M) managed to wm in two 
constituenaes wlide the Congressfl) and 
the Gorkha league (Dhtnunal fanion) 
drew a blank. IV Gorkha Volunteers 
Coll (GVO, whk'h had cleoded to 
oppose tV GNr.K as it fell that Ghisingh 


had kl down iht* (HirUus In igrccvig to 
ihc pn>pos.il ol j lii|ltiAini:l ihsIc.kI <il h 
scpanic Ml .lie. fA'ctI a MiiiiLir Uw 
.AQ opiHmiioA. ki SixiUcd. was '«iiii|ilv 
swept ;iwav hv* a wa\i* <4 elhivi up* 
Murge Kill lure sUrtKiic. .JotK* wiB not 
icvcai the 0*4 dnn'O'.ion ol iIm< ItNI I*' 
vHlory. Ill oi ilw ii«HiiucniM*s. 

IV tiNi.K ionioiaiiK ivilkil iikKc 
VIgeo ih.Mi lIvKt* <g :>H ilk' « 4 lH*rM i.iVoo | 
log* lik’i. Suili cIh* |h'o|>Ic •« r.nih <ii 
Ihc (rM.K llyH om ol Ilk' lA hmI> that 

Ilk’ CriiM) li>si tlie lurtv li^ con 
icMUd 1/ a> MMm u< i'lglk li iKir 
Ik'.ivywi 'iglii N f< »r(citiHl 11 K’lT ««III ti V 
ik’|K»ilM. |«i*inc li» llun Hr I votes 
aiCWsi Ihc t'Nl.KV MMaNi.|4iis, IV 
dcli.K k* >ulU red bv iIk* l’ongi« ssv|i was 

even DKire (inKirmsHing. «i aM tU* 
Seven constitik'n* M'S H ctnii-sletl. Us 
candiditeK lost iliH i secuniv moneg 


(diisingh's liMi tlul Ihc iMsipk' iiiigbl 
swilved h\ Suhlki's ;»o|miIki ilictonc. 
howi'Vci, proved unf<iiiiid<'d .is imuu* of 
Ihc GVC laiwIdnU'S <ukI the rebels 
iiuiiagcd to uin. Kveii Clihali e Sublu 
w;i?« luMolikd in his own tsmsliliicm'V, 
H«*ngduMgi.i Ml K.ilimt'om:, hy ovvr iUMX) 
votes by .1 iclalivi'lv hghlwciglu GNLK 
i .ukIhI.iIc 

Hill iks|Hlcthc (iciluve vuU»r\, (ihi* 
siogli's pr<il>lt'ins aic (ar li««iiover. For. 
tlk' liNl.V sopicriK* iH wvh uwjw of the 


constraints under which lie has to func* 
(VKi: though he will have 26 of his 
partymen m the counal, as many js 14 
nwinbers will lie ncmiinaled by Ihe West 
Hcngal gt)vemmem. And though tlie 
wUiiig rights id those nomituled will he 
hniiied, they could effectively funciion a* 
a pressure groui>> 

M«ireovcr, Ghisingh and lus col* 
k agucs must have realised by now that 
there are far to many promises to fulfil. 
For the present the peupU* are justifiably 
excited, but once the eut^ria is over, 
the (jorkhas are bound to take stock of 
what they have got and compare it with 
the sacnfices they have made. Onlydroc 
wifl lell whether Ghisingh and his council 
nienib(.*r» will live up (u the aspirations of 
the (forkhas. 

Ita|hr gjfrtil wWi bvruMi f pocta 


MjMDAf »-9l C«c*iiM' iW« 








Revenge of the ex-ministers 


Hera and Paf<»^'ary 
irv ({> i'inharrass the chief 
minister hv leaking 
! informal ton to the p ress 


Whr*!* IVidfuUd MmJuiik.i 
irsfiulActJ Ills CnbiiH't ;ind 
<Jr<*|>(K'(l 12 iiM»istLt» hi’ 

iiiiiy’ h^ve ;niti« ijKiU^f) rlmi 
Ills (ii'iisKMt wiHtkl nut 
uiuhalk’iitit'd. IIhmjuIi iIh* 
iiiiiul I HI I burst of ^iW’i 
heiK KubsKled .ind tons I oi tbi’ 12 dr^ifipud 
inirusicTs lt»vc< rt^’otu ik*d thuriis^'lvrs to 
IIh’IT fiilr, two (if tllvttt luvr 
SI t III tll>*ll<MI h systl’IIMlK i’<llllfUil*h lit 

cIk'ii IihI to vilifv Oic ifiM’f mmisii’i, ’IIh* 
iwn i*x niiiUMcr>. Dmvu lk>ni uiuJCIun- 



b Mahanla’s rclurtance to uke actiort 
ajzautst vmK' ahejteifly com^ forest 
de|Mni)K*rit ofBcials. Suon after the 
Abimt <laru Paridud (AGP) came tr> 
ptiwi'r in (lecember rt ord^ed an 
inquiry iilr> the aUej^ed embezzlement of 
I several lakhs cd ropers by senior oOWials 
111 the forest department. 1'he report of 
i ih«’ inquiry, conducted by the special 
I vijplarK'e ceN, was subiiutled t<J the 
; KiwenKikriit bsi year. Ji recommended 
inslilutiiifl criminal cases ajtainst SI oHu 
cuds. Iluwev’et. tNs has nut been dune 
so far. Indeed, many of them have even 
hern elevated to b^ter positions. 

Mahanta's replytothealletf«iKin.pub> 
lished m a section uf the pr\*ss. is that hr 
lias sent the report to the piditK’al. law 
And forest departments for theu opiruon 
He insisted that once these vnrrv re* 



PrafuUa end Jayshree Sii«h«nia: ai tti« ra ce tvine end efa viMIcaMen cwnpalgA? 


dra Milium l'ai(>wary. hit upiHi a devHlU^ 
w.iy to iiia)i>ni M.i)uiiita: bv s«‘)ectively 
IrakitiK infonnation to the press and. at 
<in appriiptiale tone. demai>dm )2 a 
clufn*ft* m llu* k*.«fershjp. Hut no sooner 
hnd die plot tinfoft’cd lliait f’alowary was 
siispcnuo-J lor iiidiilqmy' in antijiarty 

JH'HVTlk'S. 

In the one month. (i number of 
ulleit.MKHis tif iorruj>fiiMi and nepotism 
aRiii'ist Miiliriiita fuive surlaced m the 
press. None of lliese retHirts aiiHXint ti» 
a ma)iir c!cp<'S(\ hui ilH*y aiv enough to 
rinlKirrHss MuhriiUa who has ni>l been 
ibie 1o ioiiisiiii’i<in]y conirndKt any of 
tijflin. Anvinp iIk* most serkms i lurip's 


cetvid punitiv’r steps wr^dd be taken. 

Another aBepalkin ajcamst M^nta is 
that as forest minrsier. Mahanta had 
aJIepedy made alkilments for the stq)ply 
«if sleeper berths lo the railways to 
ceruiii persons and firms. Tlte must 
cemtroversial beneficiary was Uamudar 
Jodhani wh<» hid also penned a biography 

of (lie chief minrster. jodhani had 
aitvfteifiy cottected hupe sums of money 
from varmua insiitutHins in Assam by 
ui^rsonadng as a correspondent-cum* 
adveitisinp representative of 7 he 7*anes 
of Irdu. He was recently arrested for 
fraud, when the Tnws’ manasement 
lodjted a compUint wAh the local police. 


When the mailer was raised diinng the 
last AssemUy sessiim by an Opposition 
menibcr, w’hu merely substituted the 
word 'aUoUneni* wiiii the word 'permit*. 
Mahama circumented Ihe issue by 
sayans that the luxi were not itie same, 
and that the inemher was trying l<i 
'mispuide’ the liouse. 

An Assamese fortiughtly revealed 
that Mahanta *8 wife. Jayshree. had 
purchased a kit (cover two karhas of land 
m a prime urea of Guwaliao. Vy.»i\ 
liazar. for Ks 70.IMKI. A nuoibt^r of 
pap<*ra. une <if winch <wen pnhiislwd a 
copy i4 the sak deed, quesiHUied Ihe 
auilxmticity of thi* di al. ai>e( i4lly when 
the RouiK rate in iIk.* is ovur Ks 1 
lakji per kaiha. Another puss disclosure 
exposed the manner in wliwh Mahanta 
had been distnhntuiK qranls out oi the 
state kiltery fund pr<»rus, h niaintained 
that out of a tot hI |)r< ilil of Ks 1 19 crorcs 
in two years (]9Hh KX), Ks 4o i.ikhs had 
been aJkrticd t<i just <ine dislmi- > 
Naguon. And of \\»< sum. Ks ;14.7 lakhs 
were jpven lo varnHis iiisiitutions and 
orpatubaiKins kiM’d in MohnnlH's two 
Assembly ('onslilueiu les Nnklaixi and 
Kaliabor. '1'he ri’iMiriH aileped that in 
contrast, the Hi’npHli domiiiiiled (hstrkl 
of K.inmpHn) Iwd remvi'd iMily Ks 
fid.lkJO. 

In spite of re{M‘dti’d I'ltoils nuide by 
SoNOAv to coni act Midiaiiti lie whs ih>1 
avaiUblu for lomim'nison thr kisi three 
alk'Ralions. Hiii his sotr}Hriters |KHnt cHit 
that as far us iIh' k»ITory profils ate 
conrerned the two neist active pro|M>‘ 
nents of the 'oust Mahaiiia' catnpai^, 
were uiso cm the sub-coniinitlc<‘ consti¬ 
tuted by Ihe government to oversee the 
disburse me nt of tlw pr<ifits. 

In any case none of these reports 
made a iiiaj<»r imparl ou Maliania's 
position. Hut possibly bolstered by tlie 
purcepiuin that they might have eroded 
the chief ministers «Tcdit>iliiy, the anti* 
Mahanta kibby appt cached the home 
minister. lilinKii Phukan, the l’Wt> 
miiusier. Ami Horu, und the Speaker, 
Pulakesh Eaiua. to take over as leader 
ci the AGP LegisUiuro Party. Al! three 
turned down ihi* offer, though Harua 
took his own lime to do su. 

PuUtk al observers feel that the deci* i 
sioc taken bv Phuluin and Bora may have 
bMn dictated by the fact that they were 
also party to the controversial reshuffle 
carri^ out by Mahanta, and if tliey 
assumed leadership, the same people 
who are presently conspiring against j 
Mahanta, would then conspire against 
them. Accessing to another viewpoint in 
pohtical circles a change in the lead* 
ersldp is unlikely due to (he lack of a 
credMe alterAitive to Mahanta. 
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Dissidence 

drama 


Mo\>es to oust Arjun Singh 
from the chief ministership 
gain further momentum 

Kor the present, at least, 
it M‘m% that chief minu¬ 
ter Arjun Smith can 
bieathe eayy. 'Hie news 
that 40 members of Par- 
lianipot had written to the 
E*Tinte Minister deman- 
dinR that Siti£]i he lenxived frrxii the 
chief ministership ijf Modhva J^radesh 
has been dismissed as "fanicar' by 
sources close to tlie Prune Minsters 
offtiy. Bliaiut Pratap Sliamia. who has 
no hive kisi foi Arjun Smith, also con 
finned that no such memorandum has 
been submitled to Kjpv t*aiidlii»eil]icr 
jwnily 01 ^epariitelv, as It has been 
re|M»rieri in ;i M.‘ction cif I Ik* press. Itul 
tlml <kK*s not r.HMik t1w*t Stnidk Itas 
noihini 2 to w<irry aboui. 

'Ihe MP« linve ml hiM oiiy opportuii' 
ity to inloirn kojic Inindhi abixjt the 
*Hlarmiij|t silinUum' in Madhya Ihade^. 
And Uieie me a> trciiiy as 'U Ml's whi» 
are o|ipos<.'d tii Ai)iin Sinj^h. As fme uf 
the chuf nnnislors itilK*: piiinlcst out' 
“Rajiv trandlii is <iur only Ivader. And if 
any<ine else tiies (o p'cijc^c't hunself as 
tile x<ile le^ider of Madhya Pradesh, we 
Nvill not loterale it “ 

1'he char^tt s ai^iinst the clief mimster 
are nianv. Hut it i^ the presirfeiit of the 
(/Wrtikii city Congress. Prakrjsh Khan- 
rWlwal, who has been l!ie nsist strident 
in hiK cntinsni. Khaa<1elwal has rttH 
hesitated to spt*w vilrkil <in the cbef 
ministei and even claims that Arjun 
Singh has joined hands with the Oppoai* 
tHin leader. Vishwanalh lYat;ip Smgh. to 
undemipk* the slrcngih of the party. 

Khandelwal. wlxi owes allegianre to 
llie Msdhavrao Scindia camp, recently 
found an opponunjiy to castigate the 
chief minister once again when the 
dispute over the nominations for (he 
administrative committee of the 'Gwalioc 
nrcAi' aurfacod. The liiyCongress presi¬ 
dent charged that Singh had nominated 
all supporters for the different txim- 
rrattees while others had been ignored. 

Dissident Congress MPs maintnin 
that their ctusa^ against the chief 
minister was launched ahnosi ilwee 
months ago, Their mam grnuse is that 
Arjun binf^ has caused Bx-alculabte dam* 




IA spanner in 


I the works 
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ArHin Stneft vWi (Isfl) Vm: meny cfpeesnu 

age (u the parly in (he slate by primot* 
ing himself. Pomtiig lo the introduclxm 
of (wn new schenics by the CM. the 
fmtu siflLjnkm aMryaan and 
adfNfcr; abhryavt. dtssidems say (hat 
both these progranvnes were included m 
the 2tt po«it progracmie but ilie CM 
cliose to Ignore lhr» and look credit for 
the new schemes. According to stimr 
leaders work on the iftk-puiM program¬ 
me has come (o a suu^stil in many 
dtstricts of the sUte. 

Another aUeiptKiit agaatst Arjun Smgh 
w that he is surrounded by "curr^“ 
nunistets like Hansilal («biatljhare. 
Mahesh ioshi and Vislmu Kaiuna. They 
a^ aBege that the “tendtin pnut lon- 
irxl" waN awarded to the ax^erative 
headed by Mi* Subhash Yadav. who ix 
naid to be very dose to the CM. Vadav. 
sav dissdentA. t« malung crores from 
(he deal 

StiP olhets mamtavt fhat Aijun Smgh 
is dnmg his best ti* undtfrrmne the 
vredMity of Unnn ministers MadhavriK» 
Scindia and Migilal Vora who have hoeo 
tounng (he stale lo help strengllien the 
party. Tlte CM, according to some 
pArljmen. has asked distiKt cnlerUirs 
not (o beh) the central ministers. 

Meanwhile. Chandulal Chandrakar. 
the PCCfl) president has also defetred 
tu the desidents* civnp. Chandrakar. 
who had til recen^ be<m a close 
confidant of Atyun Singh, accused the 
CM of neglecting (he drought-hit Chha- 
tisgarh region. No doubt these charges 
have embarrassed (he chief mxraster but 
he chooses to shrug them away. He has 
even proposed the name of Ghradahare 
a$ a reptacement for Chandrakar for the 
PCC(I) presidentsiBp. Vora too has 
suggested his own candidates for the 
post. And though the Prone Minister 
may not be wfling to accede to the 
dissidenU' demand tee a new chief 
mnsier. it is just possdile that he might 
decide to pa^ them by appeinthtg a 
PCCfli presideM of (heir choice. 


WUt the agitation by the 
Vanniars delay the Assembly 
polls? 

Question; When will the 
elet Ikins be IwkJ in Tamd 
Nadu? 

Answer: 21 Janua^. 
Question: but will the 
eledKms be heki? 

The debate goes on 
I Kor months rxiw politicians and media 
I pundits luve asked tlie questiuit. And 
I even though their query was unnwered, 
when it was armuurKed that the state 
would go to the polls on 21 January, 


Oevemor Ateiandsr: t u mlna ih« wrath ot 
ViaVafinlars 

doubts persist One reason for the 
continuing sceplkisni is the Vanruar 
Sangham, a maj<»r force m the state's 
pobbcal scenario and a dominant caste 
group, which lias declared war on Gov¬ 
ernor Dr P. C. AleKander. The San^tam 
is miffed vnth the Govemur as he 6d not 
straightaway sanction them the 20 per 
cent reservation quota in government 
Jobs and educatiorial institutkrns. that it 
has been agitating fur. 

The Sangham's ire has already taken 
(he shape of vioient agitations. Dr Alex- 
mder. meanvdiile. told newspersons on 
12 December that the government has 
accepted '‘in ^wciple'' that vothin the 
overal hmit of SO pet cent reservation 
for backward classes, there should be i 
aepante reservation fur certain groups 
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incWIiitK llu)sc considered in be* '‘most 
backwiiixl", Kul the* (iovenxir has defer 
ri'd (lie decision lo feimlKMi quixas till 
the Uiu) refunds caiunssHHKT. P.V. 
Vcuhuiakrishnajv )i(ves in his repuri on 
tiH’ iiuim^rkal sUenKth and siaius of the 
varKius CMiiununilies that are demandinjt 
rcM'rvutions. }(e explained that the 
Vanniars wogid surely henchl frnen the 
piiliry as they have bt^ Klentihed as 
one* of Ihe ''nvisi baikward" (groups 
alnnq with ul Iters way back iri 1972. 
'Hhis is tile maximum Ihe stale fEuvem* 
meni can do in the present situation.” 
the C(>vemur ^vlared. 

Hul IIh* VaniiurH were iRil inpresst'd. 
Vh- l(>urHler*k*ader<if the SanKluirri. Ih 
S. Kamndas, al ofKx> anmHiiK’i'd ihai the 
call for tiK' poll liuyiotl would be me 
t)k*nienlcd in n^thi earnest I he only 
diffiTeoie would In* that instead nf the 
(IMK mid ils presidenl Karunanidlii. 
who had enrUer Ix'on identifii'd as ene* 
lilies of Ihf Vanniars, the C<iri^esHnien 
wouki be blacklisicd as traitors atiddi*ah 
with iKCordin^cIv "We slialt dis up a 
' icrave iind bury (he Con^ossiM ui Tamil 
Nadu." Knmactas threatened. He abi* 
cautioiKd tiK' adimmsiratKin a^samst 
|ioAi}XMiinK the Assemhly eledions im 
tik' t^etcxl of Vantirar viokik e, bke it 
had done nt )uly liisl 
Political ohservtis fi*el tlbit l>r Kaitia* 
das' lb re ills shuuki not be dniinsM'd as 
violeixv has U*en an ini|k>r 1 ant feature 
<)1 his Al the incHiiHn. the 

Sanirham is all ready to unleash a trail of 
violence ni the iwnheni disirv ts where 
his men have estuMislu d a huir«' support 
base. Theii main lurKc'isare likely (o he 
the ConjiTess' poll campiufrri m additam 
to Ihc tmdilKinal Hnri^w.idis. 

Thv ndiinfiistmtiuii hn^ «i1ready re* 
sponded by bnnfpnkt in ventral para 
inilitarv fcirres wlm h tmve stveial oui 
across thi' Vaimiar belt in a hkl to stop 
the escalalinc violt*nce. Miniiiwtuk'. Uii 
inn ministers P.V, Narasimha Ka<) and 
Hula Sinph are conducting nepotiatiorr^ 
with [h Ranuidas and lu$ team If a deal 
Ik cliik'lied. 11 would iioi only ensure 
peaceful polling on 21 Januir) but also 
win fur the Congress the vi«es uf 
Varmiars. 

71h* outcome of the talks is alwi 
crucial tor the Congress. It H fails lu 
pacify I>i Rarnadas and his nkm. the unlv 
altemaiive li/ a vKiIcn^'e-nutircd ek'OtHMi 
would be n postponenieni which again 
would ruin the party's credibility. 
Embarrassingly for the Congressfli, its 
political rivals have alreudy beguA tu 
claim that the Ci«ngress(l). which is sii]! 
not conhdeni enough about its poB 
prospects, IS kiuking for a way to 
e out* *and what belter way to do 
n pwtpone the eleclkms^ 
Slnfh/Madraa 
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Th* HartWt lot party cony# I m ping thinga on ■ lew Ny 

Of conciliation and 



compromise 

' n V i.\ I tioi rrmnatt is 
keen ii> kccf) out of 
aitUnn't’rsv's 

, purty atn^ress is over 

1 

ControversK's luve d'le* 

ged the Left DemocrulK' 
Front (LliFi gcwemnieni 
ever since it assumed 
power 2il months ago. 
Kiri now. wiili llie I^h 
conifrcss of the CHUM I 
scheduk'd to bi' held from 'S7 1 Wember. 
the Marxist-led goveminent is bending 
over backw jids lo keep out ul cun- 
irmcikV’S way. 2 io niixh »u tliat tlie 
Marxists are even wiSing to t'omproinise 
with Cxingressimii over issues wtach 
they Ib'c tiD mrw* fbllv refused to 
eniertam. 

So when duet mnster E.K. Nayanac 
agreed to or<h*r a iudicul probe into the 
coniruvorsul brhf<hargv on Conjeres- 
a(l) demiHistraiors in Hat0Bi, he took 



even the CongresHmen by surpnsc. K, 
Kanmakarnn and his men had been 
demanding a probe into tlie i4th/-charge, 
in which a Congress Ml* and three 
MLAs were scrvMjsly injured, but in 
vam. Speculation was also rife that 
Uruon home inuuslcr Buta Singh wcnild 
visit the stale when Karuiiakaran W’eni 
(in rec(>rd by stating in the Assembly 
that if Nayanar did not order an inquiry 
"imire avnpcienl men from the Centre" 
would kxik mtn the maUer. But after 
turning down the demand several 1 iitk*s, 
the chtf f nvnstcr suddenly gave in and 
announced a judkid] probe, A jubilant 
KarunaKaran crowed that it whs **yet 
arwther victory of people’s poww over 
Marxist slubbomess". 

The Congres»<l; w^k in (or another 

surprise. The Congress([)*led United 
Democratic Krunt (UDF) had been de* 
manding that the state Assembly be 
convent so that the members couki 
discuss the 'deterioration of law and 
order' in the state. Whhin 45 hours of 
the call given by the Opposition, the 
I.DK Cabinet urged tbe Governor to 
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summon the House. Even Karunakaran 
was taken aback by the Kovemment s 
reedy response to the call. 

( However, there is more to (he LDK's 
[ action than meets the eye The chief 
minister, who recently dashed with 
Governor Ramdulari Scnhs. probably 
hoped that by convening the session at 
the fag end of the year. Ik would be able 
to postpone the Governor's address. 
And any nasty shocks that Mrs Smha 
may have in store for the government, 
would not occur at a lime when the 
CPJ(M)'s congress is in session. Hue on 
the other hand, this move has come as a 
surprise to the Opposition which has 
enough arsenal to put the (tiling govern* 
ment on the defensive when \he Assem¬ 
bly session commences. 

Another instance of the Marxists' 
attempts to defuse tension ar>d keep 
things on a low key till I he cemgrens is 
over, is the excise minister'scapiiulaiion 
over the demand to shift the Ikjuor shop 
at Arhimavu. Ihe excise minister, T.K. 
Kamaknshnan. who Is said Ui carry even 
mure clout than the chief nunblvr, had 
turned down repeated requests by the 
Sarvndaya workers, prnhibtiiocusts and 
the local people, lo shut down the bquur 
shop. His argument wai* tliat if the 
govemmeni gave in to their demand. K 
would set a precedent. Hut the agitation* 
ists would not give up and the tussle 
> went on for 15 king months, but two 
^ weeks before the CI‘](M) congress. 
Kamakrishnan announced iliat the gov* 
emment had decided to shiH the shop tu | 
some other ward in the panchayat. ' 

The state's M.'irxisis fdve also de* 
clared a truce with (Jk* KS^. the Hhar* 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) anu (he Mvston 
League. In Nadapurom. where dsihex 
between the Marxists and the League's ; 
members had started taking a cotwnunal 
colour, the state secreiary. V.S, Achu* 
tanandsn, appealed to party workers to 
eschew violence and ever since a semU* 
ance of peace has returned (o north 
Kerala. With the KSS and RJP too. who 
have been alleging that the CPKMf < 
workers resort to violence ag^st their 
merr^rs. the government has adopted 
a conciliatory pasture. State-level and 
district-level commttees have been set 
up with representatives of the CPKM). 
KSS and BJP to ensure that their 
workers do not indulge in violence 
against each other. 

Whatever the motivation for the gov¬ 
ernment's actions, these have unwitting¬ 
ly helped lo refurbish its image whkh 
had taken quite a beating In the recent 
past. Perhaps, the stale congress of the 
CPKM) is whit Nayanar needed to hail 
him out. 
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Death by neglect? 
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Resident doctors agitate for 
better medical faciiities at the 
J.J. fiospitai after a doctor 
loses her life 

J.J HospMal's brush with 
notonely is noi a n**w 
phenomenon. The au* 
thorilies <if (he stale- 
owned huspna) Wife re¬ 
cent))’ haukfl up by Jus 
bee Lentin fur adnwuslef- 
mg aduhentvd glycerine injections re- 
sufling in the death of 14 patients. Hut 
mstead of puiirg igi ils socks (hr 
hospital's adminisiraliiin has been js 
Isckadaisica) as ever. Just sk thi* iragK 
events of were beginnmg to fa^' 
from puUk memory, the death of i 
4ifl'year*oW resKlent gynaecjlofpsi. due 
lo (he unavadabdity of life-saving drags, 
sent SUb'odd resident dociors once 
again on (he warpath. 

"Huw many more people are u» dw 



not have ihc necessary life-saving drug. 

The dean of the hos^tal, S. K. Ganer- 
iwal. who was away in Amravati to 
all end the wedding of his niece, was 
libsfuHy unaware of ihr incident. The 
ai’tmg dean. Dr l^locba, loo was unable 
ui contact (^anenwal as be did nol know 
about hiF. whereabouts. Hut when the 
dean relumed three days after Dr Vy's 
dc<ith. he was gheraoed by resideni 
doctors who forced Kim to "accept moral 
responsibility for the iwgbgtnce that led 
to the death of Dr Vij". 

Aixiinfiog to Dr Veiikai. tbiHigh a 
>>11111 of ks K i'l orc>> has biKn alkicaled to 
ihe hoiipilal for the purchase of drugs. K 
never has any Me saving drugs when 
they art needed. In fact a nurse in the 
paedialrx' depanmunt pointed out (hat 
basK essentia) drugs and instruments 
such IS ainpicillm. Mood transfusion 
Mis. pacdiainc IV sets, soda bicarb. 
eU'. were never available in Ihe stores. 

In a bid tu end (hi* slalenule (he 
government initialed talks with the resi¬ 
dent riM’tors whK'h culminated in the 
signing nf a resolution that conceded a 



Resitfsntosciers and iwsas otaJ. Heapiui oherto tht Kting umt ; eallews admintwrailoA 


before (he hospital authorilKs and the 
gweniment's )iealih department wak^s 
up (u (he fact that the h(»spital*s stores 
and equipment are in a mess?" aslcs Dr 
T, Venkat. the spuke&man for the 
Maharashtra Assoesatmo of kesideiK 
Doctors <MARD>. The resident doctors 
who have been agiiatinK for better 
matnienance of hApitar equipment, 
which at the best uf times are not in a 
working condokm. were uiapu)ted mlo 
action tihen Dr Rita VjJ succumbed to an 
8 ! 1 er 0 (hat she developed soon after 
she was adnwittered a pemaBm 
She could have been lived by a particu¬ 
lar antidote but the hospital's stores did 


buBi uf MAKD's demands. The resolu¬ 
tion contains a guarantee by the govern¬ 
ment Utat a slock of essential drags will 
elwa^ be maintained at all government 
hospitals. For the present, a list of 60 
vital drugs has been dravm up. The list 
wiU be reviewed every three months and 
updated when necessary, "the document 
aHi> vests enhanced powers with hospit¬ 
al authorities to ensure that essential 
equipment are repaired pron^dy. 

Surely, t)us is a siep in tJie right 
duection but whether it will bring about 
any improvement in (he hospital’s health 
care system remains to he seen. 
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A CM flexes his muscles 


MTcun 

Ouuuihary detfuftes tiissithm 
minlsU'rs unJ imlfu ts new 
faciw in fiix Cnhinef 

Ainarsinh ChAudhary 
iKii Yk thr mtisi hwd 
rKteff nniiislt'r fxit ih'iUkt 
IN he j push-<ivvr. 'Ibe 
chief mmi!tUT of 
whoM* nik* hns 

contminKJKly betm uiidcT 

alUM'k. ipive the kv lo Kpeculaiiori (luf \u- 
wa'> (HI fus w^y out wh<*n h** indwlrd 
ciRht new face^ u) b'i H iTHHiibir 
Oibitiel on I'i iWenilx r. 'i'tK Cahinr*! 



a HitinaJ (o ifu* 


expaii«hin wai; n)Mt 
disskk'iits that ihey 
would MH Im’ nd of 
Chiiudlwv AS easily 
IDS iliey hod* 
aiiiiU'd. And a juIh* 
larit chief ruhisirr 
uxiiltrd; "Num 
her \'si ot lucky fi»r 

DM*." 


Chniidhafv hat^ 
acored over hw riv- 
ata in more wayx 
than one only 
haa he divcaied 
Mmie Dflhc dissident 
ministers of iht'ir im* 
pciriant portfolios but 
also addc'd insult to 
injury hy puttinjt 
' them ill charjit' of 
, noi*90'inipur(anl 
* nwnisiries like ports. 

S afer resources. 

anrhayafs, etc. 

' Amonp those who 
have been demoted are MVijaydasp. 
the* former No. m the Cabinet and 
afzriciiliurc minister. lUrisrnh Mahxla. 
the fnmter revenue minister, and eX' 
educaiurn minister Hasmukh Patel AUuf 
them have ntade noflfines abiHit the fact 
that they are suppoi^t's nf Madhavsn^ 
Solanki. 

While the dissidents have been de¬ 
moted, the chief minister has rewarded 
his faithful aides with extra re^xinsibil* 
ity Finance nmister ArN’ind Sar^hvi has 
been allocated additkmaf charge of 
education, Nabn Patel, minister for 
energy has been elevated to the rank of 
a Cabinet minister and Vallabh PateJ ha5 
been retained as health minster despite 
hia frequent outbursts against 
Chaudhary. The backward classes loo 
nd more reprewntation in the 


ministry as si'Vi'n out of (hr eight new 
entratils hekirig to this group. 

To balance Ns lough aiiiiin of dcnKM- 
ing the dissident ministers. Chaudhary 
ha< tried to make peace wilh s<xm‘ of las 
ik*traciors mduding S(4anki. Ahmed 
l^n iarvl Yogi^ndra Makwaiid. Newcom* 
*T Vajubhai Jam. fur rumple, k dow to 
loinwr l*CC(ll chief Ahrtwd Patel whde 
Shania Makwana. wife of former 1 iruon 
mmisirr of state for sircL Yogendra 
Makwana. has also been irvlucird. In the 
process. Chaudhary wiH nrw iiavc i 
kghtrr liurden as he has had to v<M five 
jxirtbthos itiai he* fnnhrrly held. "1 will 
now be able 1 r> drvfrte more tune fur 
parly wiirk." Chaudhary uid. 



hav^ Jmnd 


Amsfsiiu* Chauunyy with rwuauuwdeaw Mn«rnv«it 

TYtr mtnstcnal changc^^. Nnerver, 
have far from pleased ihe dissent 
MLAs. And it Is little wonder then that 
only rtOof (he 147 Congressfl) cnemhers 
attended Ihe oath*t^ang •eremony in 
Ihe Assembly on 13 December. 

How lung Chaudhaty wifi be able to 
keep ahead of Ns dissidents remains to 
be seerL ITie chief minister has already 
sounded a cuncibatcHy (one by announc* 
mg that another expmsion of the miius* 
try wifl be held in the near future. Also, 
tlw appointments of chairmen and man* 
aging directors for various boards and 
state-run corporations are still pending 
and these could always be held out to 
dissidents to dasuade them from re* 
launching their campaign against 
Chaudhary. 


Divided 
they lose 

WiihtheDJP'scaflfora 
Vananchal state, the 
Jfutrkfuwtl nios'enient nwv 
lose its steam 

■ ft IS A rrci|H' (di ilisasier, 
'l*hc kaders of both the 
Jharkhand movenumt iind 
iIm* liji' are «»liI to gamer 
the tribal viHebank in 
llihar hy givuig their rc 
apectivc vails k*' A hi'|M- 
late Bui ih(*rc is one mnjor 

differenc e; whik* the Jharklwnid nHive- 
ment Atmts at varvtng out a si'parste 
Slate c(Miii>nsing 21 disiricts spread 
across Kthar. t)nssa. Wc^at HcMigal and 
Madhya Ihudcsh. the IfJI’ sponsored 
VanatH'hAl stale winild itk'alb' ('uiiiprt'U' 
12 distruK of south llihar. HHigioii, 
however, remains IN* mHinstay uf lagh 
rnovemeTiis. TN* Jliiiikhrind nioveiiient 
n perceived l<» N* one iNil Ibis tiu* 
support of i2n' Clmstiiin niisifionfini'S and 
the KJI’. on tlk* otlH*r haiHl. hns the 
backing of IN* Vishwa Hiniln Farish^d 
kw'ently. the Hjl* president. I..K. 
Advani, af^ressedx well*plano<*d infiy at 
Kanchi and exhorted parly workeis 
iiHwtlv non triha Is to sK'd llwir bkKxJ 
so that llwy could ai lueve tN‘ii goal of a 
VaiwJAlMi dime. Advuni went on to 
condenvi the missi(inarH*s who he roain* 
lamed had spread uui in the remote 
comers CMxxangapur and Sanilial I 
I'arganas. Ihe presideni. of course, liad I 
notliing but cundetrmntkm for the Jhar- | 
khand movement whKh. he claimed is ; 
bemg "aided and abc*iied by the church". 

It was ti» check the infiuence of such 
"anlDnatHxial forces” that tlie Vananchal 
movement had been launched, he added. 

A w'oek before the rally. Uie 
Jharkhand Cucirdinaiion Comrmitec 
CfCC) cpTganised a huge meeting at 
Ranch and later Uk* Jharkhand Mukti 
Moicha CIMM) too held a rafly m Calcut* 

(a. At both the meeUngs, the leaders 
struck aggressive postures threaienine 
lo resort to rail and rasU roko ajptatiuits 
to realise their goal. 

With both (he KIP and the Jliarkhand 
leaders stepping up Ihetr activrtiea. it 
seems as if the inevitable outcome uf the 
rmxinting communal tension will be an 
escalation in violence. 

FaUen Ahfnsd'PuflM 
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A rebel is bomj 

Will Mohinder Amurmth he (he first Indian crickefer 

to play in South Africa? 


I n most parts (if (Iv wnrtd, "South 
Afnca** is a dirty 
Mohinder Ainamiith. a vt«rer:rii 
cricketer, is now iryini^ 

tci use It to ('mbarrass the ifkiard ol 
Control r<ir Crkket in lndwi (IH'CI). 

|l (ill started with (he natioivil 
Ikin iunmniiee rtKidin^ lodro|i MiMn- 
der froiTi llie fir^t Test sf|uad ajt.Hn^i 
New ^*nl:ind. Coining; a'< it <H<i. alnioM 
imniiHliaiely alter (tood (lerlotmoKes hi 
S har jah and Dliaka in succoKst^c one ib\ 
coni|>eliliotts. it was shu kin^; not jusi to 
tiK* player i inn'erned iHJt to tin* viiibe 
smsls o( the ^aim* as wc0. 

Hut. in anniniry nnU'dfor its prudish 
ness and Us sinjzuLnr kuk ol huriHMir. "a 
bunch nf jokers" llv vKprrssMm with 
which M<ihiiKler chose to dewnbc' ilw 
selectors was too hard lot iK*m to 
swallow. While this is just what 
ihousands ol folkiv rrs ol I he ^aim* in ihi> 
(siuntry nmsi have Icli about tlw 
tors. MiiliMider all pcsipk . j((iihertsl 
the coiiMjrc lo pot It in wi^iK 

Inilially, the* rt'Wlimi was Hw *d 
stunned silent e. Iloaid olfKijIs. kinK 
I usrd to iil.ivniu (/od It' pin vers, dnln't 
know wtul cxatlly hit them NaiuraHy, 
they -.“oukl not take Mohnuler’s i«*nt 
menl in tin* s|«nl in whKh it was 
uttered. ‘Dw Nwid of sek*cioTS led by 
Kaj Sinjch l>(jnftarpur had erred 
jjrievousiy. And llvir ptBiiposity i»nly 
made thinjfs worse. The game is playisJ 
hasicullv for the enterlainmeiil the 
public, not fur the pnvale pkeasore of 
people with dubious cticfcetinK hiH k- 
gruundf. Ilte people 
had a right to know 
why a player like 
MtJunder had been 
axed. 

Despite an outcry 
in the press, Raj 
Sin^ rehssed to ex- 
I plain why Mc^tinder 
^ was drooled. It was 
] left to BCCl secret- 
I ary Ranbir Singh to 
say that the team 
I ‘‘must have been 
, selected on crickei- 
I ing merits". Dut it 
: was clear to the fol- 
' lowers of the game 
that Muhin- 


der’s eviliRMA haJ Irtilu lo iki wrtfh lus \ 
irK'ki'tiiig nieni. btvauM* the cHctaii \ 
nR rounder. »Kad priw’ed htfn<u*ll nvinv \ 

iHiH's <fver. 

Hla* fufi>f*' itvi-r Mobnrlci Ainaf* 
ruiths exetussm ha». aUx'K b(*lal«'dlv. 

rafS 4 SJ UtM'VirifIS 4 l»Ari IIh* MHIHtUlltHMI 

of iIh* rvi(«Ajl sikHfHKi I'ddiliMrire 
NVlut. Ue* i*xMo|'h*. (i ni.iii hki- K<^ 
hingh <VMng,A Ihe ainiiMnv liLivcic | 

hkc Cli.indr(is(-I(h.ir and I'anilLUie' Phr 
biAl tsDe aruunl. Kuj SAgl> wasn't even 
m flH* csMiiMry to chiMist* ilk* liHknn 
learn. 'Dhs (am*. I»s w^s (o sm. thi* 
|Aiyi-r». ui Mimn m diffen.*ni mhiJips 
have iKs-n f«*w and p(*rfink 1 orv. at ht^t. 
AhtiM* all. manv lonrk*i cn luiers have 
(|iwstHM>t‘d |1h> seks tsjA ol Kaj .Snigh » 
limnniiM because he was a imskiMre 
plnyt*r humelf and had ihU enm iilastsl a 
IVst m hi« kfe A^'OMdiriR lo (Ik-si* 
crk'kiiers. no tnv <xiuU haw imv iisifi 
lU'thv Hi a ^'SiKTHtlef* lM*<Hk>l Uv Kai 
‘Miydi. 

K.ij Sfl'jdi had plaji-d r<e Raja'll hnn in 
iliv Rann I'loi^y Iwi the* siai«* is not a * 
lorec to Tii'kon with ni IIk* natamal 
uHitesI MulHndrT Aiiumvilh. on the 
oth(-r hand, had cra kd ui his hkvid. His 
father. 1^ Amamath. was one of tlic 
niosl ilustnous ctkM<t% ti ilw land. 
Hi> brother. Survidei. was an even 
hrUler cricketer than him. but was 
strangety ignored hy the si-hvlurs tepe- 
Hiedly. Says a pKpm) M«>liinder; "My 
falbtT never iiaiKx*d wxirds when he felt 
that injustice was hemg done. The 
uulhunties retahatcsl liv ignunng mv 
brother's claim for a 
Test cap. And I think ' 
J have suffered ' 
enough from their | 
wlumsical attitude." 

Mohinder Amar- 
nath began hia Test 
career in 1969 but \ 
pbyed only 69 Tests 
in a 19-year career. 
Tliis is mainly be¬ 
cause Mohinder has 
been repeatedly 
dropped from Test 
squads. And. on 
many occasions even 
insulted by the 
Board. Once. Amar- 
riath wu summoned 


Th« furore ov 0 r 
AmamaVt't 
0 xdMha ha» nh»<l 
qu&»tk>a* about Hm 
ccnatHutloaettho 
aa t ^ bo n 

cwtwi ff l — . Uniota 
thoeonutMtoolo 
rowampod moro 
robolo¥f»bobom 
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to by tl>e Hturd HCiTet.vy. 

Sini’r I lie ca|)lajn of the Indwn team was 
In lie aiiniHinced on tital day. Mohittder 
ruilufAlly thoughl that he was heini^ 
offered the l iipiaincy. ifut the fkiard had 
otlH't plaits: Ainantalh was bruu^l over 
to serve as a substitute for thlip Vetijt* 
virkar. in case the latter refused t<' sien 


the Hoard, he «’as not allowed to write 
on the tour <t| tlx* New Zealand side. But 
he has l^d despatches fur Uev Kea- 
tures. wlirh appeared in newspapers 
across the tvuntry. This move aulomali- 
caly airrMls suspension, 

'I'his bLitam siitiiRak of tkiard ruleit 
has led io ihi’ ^ircdalDHi that Mohmder 
is M*t isi playing m South Afnu Bartier 
this year, efforts had been madi* by 
South Afman mdustrialisls to fi^et a retx*l 
lodun lour euin^ And. Mohmder was 
iiBeHitUy ipven the task to gel a team 
loftetlM r (ur a sum I'xcwdmc a crore of 
rupet's. Hoard circles tcH that by floui* 
IIQ 2 laws. Molmder has only emvivd his 
cxctusKm from the Indian team lo luur 
ihe We^t Inches. 

Once he is dnipped. Mnfunder coidd 
turn around and iuiy. “Sew. they’ve ffA 
me out aitam.’* and proi'wd to play in 


IVfMt te M man Hfce Ra! 

Singh Dungafpw 
tMng In tha company 
^playan Ska 
Chandraahnkhar and 
TamhanaJ AccortSng 
tommiyertekatart, no 
onocoukihavo 
confklanca ki a 
eommittaa haadad by 
RaJSingh 


Aaf (tnaal^ HeMnoar. cisUlni iwqrt» 


SwtJ) Afrk'a, if not as nf an Indian 
le.im. at k*as 1 as an individual lakji>' part 
in ilk* Cu^ne L'up, the lutnsvil coiiitk’li* 
lion there. Such a move w*<iuld ensure 
fat ret unis, but would ahai force the 
povetiint*iit to dedur him Inim re- 
enleruip Ihe country*. In I lull case, 
insirk*rs feel. Anumath will lake up 
residence' a* Kiifdand. 

Hoard presideni Hcsw’aiialh Dull has 
been my orcumsptit. *'Huw can you 
incbct a perMjn before vou actuafly hear 
him out.” IS what he* says. *1 have been 
empirti'ered by the Board eaec'uloe Iv 
set up a cunvnittee to go into the whole 
issue. After our first mcetmi:. we will 
ask the playvr to leO us whether he 
ac'tualh called the selecturs ‘a bunch of 
)okers’." Whim asked whether- this was 
necessary nuw. since Mohmder had 
already vRifated another ruk* by wtiimg 
un the New Zealand senes, be said, 


I he Hoard's c<»ntr<K'l. Vengsarkat. of 
course, signed oo iIh' diiltvd line But 
Moliindcr Amamnlh wm!< ih>I evi*n given 
mi air tu ket lo Hi bivk hofm* 

I'he ace all rnuiKler has ixiniiaMy been 
sik‘ni on ^11 contruver^*H. Bui how 
miKli cim :i man suffer especially when 
hi:s career is iiHipardised b>' iN* whiniSH* 
ill decision'^ ol the si’lectors? AArding 
u> the legendary Mushiac) All. “9^ould 
have u fled much iiarslk r laugui^ge than a 
buiKh of^ikers' if I had been treated that 
way, Mohiixicr is one <if our best 
crK'keleis. 1 'he selecturs had no ngtu to 
exclude him. It may he rccalkd that 
Sunil Gavaskar had also op^ly criticised 
the Hoard in the past, butselectors 
did not have iht* inns in pul^h himfte it- 


B ut Mohmder has rmjilly qwvred thi' 
pitch (or himself bv Oouimg a kev 
rule: as a signiiury t<» the* HKreemi*nt of 


"1>u1 is a different issue. Of course, 
after hearing him. we will have to lake 
that tact. too. into consideration. But I 
am not ready t<i condemn a person even 
licfore he has hern proved guilty." 

Ahhoujdt I his was a placatory gesture 
on the part of the Board presi^nt. it is 
certain tliat Mohmder would be banned 
from playing for at least six months. But 
if lie a^'knnv^dges the statement altri- 
butt'd to him and refuses to apologise, 
Hoard rtfficuls feel that Mohmder could 
be banned for life. 

But if these decisions come before 2H 
January, 19K9. and d Mohmder opts to 
play for South Africa, it would cause 
great embarrassment U> the HCCl. Or 
that date, the InlcmaiKmal Cricket Cun* 
lereiKr is to meet in U>ndon to consider 
a proposal placed b> the West Indian 
board to ban all crkkeicr** with South 
African bnks from playing Teat cricket. 
England has been staunchly Hgainst pas* 
«ng a reaoJutKxi to this effect and their 
efforts wiH certainly be bolstered by the 
fad that Mohmder hus opted lo play in 
Souih AfrKa. 

Meanwhik*. Mohmder Amarnalh faces 
an uncertain future, his caiwr jeo|>ar* 
disc'd al! the more with his retvnl 
statemeni that a ciKiniry whu'h suppres* 
ses llanjaiis has no nghi to condcnui 
apartheid. It was, m (st’t. this remark 
llial prumpted spc'culaiion akiul his 
future Kenuianirig tliat the Kngiisli 
ciK’keters were merely professionals 
earning a livelihiaid through the gaim*. 
Anumath (ell it was wrong lo ban them 
ftoni plaimg in India just txicause some 
of them had rank'd some mnney m 
South Vnea. IW crickcler then went 
0(1 to commenl on tlie silualuin laced by 
HarijatiF m India 

Whatever dec ision Ihe Hoard takes, it 
r$ luiw certas) that Mohmder has burnt 
his boats. Hut when will Ihe HCCI clean 
Its own bouse and con si Mute Ihe selec- 
iHm cnmmiilee more rutamallyMt there 
hadn't been a man like Haj Singh at the 
helm and the committee was not formed 
ak»ng regional lines, there would have 
been no complaints t<i begin with. It is a 
fact that the seleclors hardly ever take 
paai» to nnlire promising encketers in 
(heir own regions—much less at the 
national level I'heir judgements are nn 
(he basis of scorecards and word-of 
nHiuth assessments. Once the Board 
decides thai the selectors themselveH 

would be chosen ca merh. the best 
cnckeiing talents coidd be garnered. But 
an ivory lower Board begets an Ivory 
tower leiectiun coiniTuttee. In such a 
snuaiion it is only naiural that rebels 
would be bom out of talented cnckclers 
like Mohinder Amamath. 

AH|H Mn^CaJeiNti 
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A sphere of excellence 

AuroviUc's architectural wonder is also the centre of petty s(fuahhles 


I f Steven Spielberg ».uddenlv casw 
upon it. he wiiuUI tiunk A the 
beginmng of £.7. m rehl Ue. 

<>ui in the middle of pr»<Tica8>' no¬ 
where, in the so 9Q km deltleiiicni •>( 
AuruviUe 14 km from Pondichern*. 
itrchiteciural h)st<»rY i« m the making; i 
spheroid »[wce irainc nearly lour 
Ktureytt in heiglil. 'Phe likc^ of it do not 
exist in India and are rare even m the 
re»t of the work!. It Umg put 
•logelher. literally brnk by hnrk. by 
60U><Kid ppnpk frirfn or, many as ys 
countries, disciples <if Sn Aurohtmki and 
the Moli^'i' who founded Aurovilk\ all of 
them paniiipating in the bin 1 1 <A M.itri* 
mandir—the sour of the 'Cityot Ikiwn. 

“)x Uvks like a spaceship lliai has just 
landed in this wilderness." ailiniis 
an Italian civil enfimotr soperMHinK Ihe 
cinistruciiiin uf Mainmatidit. Hut fnr 
most other Aurovillians. Matninanchr a. 
in fact, quite the 'rpposite. It is a force 
suripng out ol tlw earth, the ’\entral 
ftirce" that tht' Mother spoke of. 'the 
c'ohesive forci' of Aur^vilk'*'. S<xne of 
tfieiii even InnivTit the Matrinrj»dir’< 
architectural spleiukmr. "U is ikjI meant 
to be a tourist must, it isir»i nieam lo he 
a leniple." says Oille. a frenrinn civd 
enidneer bving in Aoniville for ne?rtv a 
decade who. like all Aonoilluns. ijtivs 
only by his first naim*. "Kor us. Main- 
mandir is reahy a pljysHal niamfestalion 
of our aspiration to IIh* divnH'.*' 

In 196S. the Mother had first sfRikcn 
ol her 'vision' of Matrimaodir which, she 
told her disciples, would be "(he symbol 
of the Divine s answer Ui huuianiiv's 
aspiration for perlection..," What she 
had 'seen' was a hi^ cxtlinged, I^-sided 

Mairimandir: arehlteeiixt’a marvel 


rouni hke the uisirte ot a ^otunui with 12 
i.'ohimns in it. And ai the cent re <4 the 
riHim. "a kving hKht**^ ^rystAl Kla^is 
jckibe 70 un in dunivler. (« winch a 
beam of hidu woidd faB constantly, 
creating a strange etfulgemv. With httk* 
more than ihi'se guidv^'s. she had mA 
two of her arcMeCt disiipks. Kogt^r 
An^tf and l^do Tuiwnase. to work. 

Many models later, a plan was 
approved and ;om4rui'U<Ni U‘K.in m 
early Dt7l. It is a pUii c4 smiply grand 
proportwns ihougli it is bm liaU^reahsid 
after 17 years ol effori The spheroid 
spHCi* frame- 29 metres hv 34i 
iixires is made of a rietwork ul con 
ciete beams set hi iriangles. Tlw skm'. 


Out In the mkht of 
praetkeify noerheref in 
the^eqkm 
eetthment ofAurovIHe 
14km from 
Pondicherry, 


ktthemekk^ 


as the tiianpjlur network is cabed. I6 
supporird hy four huge cuiving pillars. 
Suspended from these piHars is (he inner 
chamber -ITi tiieires in height. 24 
iiwtres m dumK'ler. 12 >.tded ;ind with 
12 cotunmr.. 1'he massive IihU has just 
been finibfivd. A^vordiiig to the pliin. this 
winJowless. Hir ionditnned and unlight* 
I'd inediialHni h.ill will he conipleiely 
iiLirbled in white. And m the centre of 
(lie rtHini will be the crysinl globe. 

Whik* IheoHtuiiared rust of Mathman* 
(ht is pul ul Kh 3 crocus'-one tlwl l'ier<i 
feels will lie • iversbcrt mivwa y • the crys < 
lal gkibi* ahine is Ixriiig made for a 
]4>iiHHiwn.il Ns 22 ktkhs. And with gtx»d 
reason. A 7(i cm diunieler glass globe 
was a challeiige no fum was willing to 
irtke up. minutely, n was Hie f«‘imous 
<i(UK'al uistninK'fils c<Niipany. Zeiss, of 
West (icriiianv, which tentatively 
Molded tlr yob. On 14 July this year, 
/ctss reported sus'cess and Aurovilfmnx 
who went lo see it rciuriMM eniruriced. 
'!'(*!IniHaUv. the gkibe i» 'optKul", which 
nwans ixire mid |K*rteoi. And. ur one 
Aurovilkan wIki saw it said, “It had this 
quakly of sileme." 

Wlut rxurciins a niysierv, however, is 
tin* illusion IhM is to bi* created by a 
hevit U light falling on the optical globe. 
"Will (he gkiljc refleii the light, k*l it 
pi's'i through, or diffuse it?" wonders 
Mauna. who is in charge of Ihe Matn* 
nmidir office. "We will have to wait ttll 
ir» August next year, wIh*ii we plan to 
instjll tiK* globe, to find out." Mean* 
wlafe, lh<fn is designing u hebostad tu 
be plact^d on Uk* roof of Mairimandir. 
1fiis will trai'k the sun and reflect a beam 
of li>dd <m the gk»be ihr<iugh a bole in tlie 










tiatHAinO" 


Plaro. ditchiirging ■ lough |oft 

inner chamber nuf. At night, a i«et of 
four hAk^flen lamps voll hi* useiJ. 

Another dazzling as|)e< l o( the Matn* 
mandir is goinx to be tlie skin' covering. 
Originally, architect Hogrr Anger had 
planned to cover the fraiiwwivk with 
enormous gi>ld discs clamped •m hMisely 
to create ;m effect of a golden shimmer. 
When cak'ulatir«« sh(«M^ tlut JO kg id 
gold would be needed. Anger, who faves 
in Paris, considered anodising die discs 
for the same effect. Out duruig a recent 
visit to Matr^nundi^. AngrY* was su 
impressed with the Inangular Network 
effect of the 'skin* that he changed plans 
OTce again. 

According to the latest ;^n. sheets of 
especially constmcU'dlnnshi cent glass 
would be fitted trio each triangle (he 
^ne so that the lu^t can p»ss through 
and lughlight the triangular pattern. The 
gold* anodised discs are to be retained, 
but in stnaller size and fewer numbers It 
IS a plan for which the Institute ol 
Silence. Bangalore, and some big 0m 
manufacturing and engineering com* 
panics in Madras have been ro^ bu 
CofnpiKariitg the task is the fact that no 


t wo tnangics m the frarm work are alike 
Su. glass sheets for every setiiun will 
have to be measured and cut mdi* 
viduaOy. 

T hese complications an*, however, 
deliyuig the compleiKm of Main* 
mandir and causir^ some heartbum 
among AuroviKans. The uU comioverny 
between the two anlMects of the bufld* 
mg-'the French Koger Anger and the 
Italian Paolo I’ummase has also been 
resurrected. When the Mother had first 
conceived of Mainmandv. she Jiad con 
laded koger Anger. Hul it was f^4o 
1'nmmase who had, of he own. come to 
iIh* Mother with an ’mspntain* to build 
Mainmandir. Later. Mother had admit¬ 
ted ilial “1 don't know at aO d Koger cs 
capable of fwling ii (the clmneni*ss of 
Matnmandir). but I’aoki ts capable ..I 
think I’aoki has a power of coftVKisgi ut 
hull." 

The two aichrtects submitted llieir 
respective designs: Anger m gold and 
Tommasv n wtite mart^. And even as 


the numerous permutations and com** 
binatiobs were temg worked out. Anger 
btenffy "Aole' a marc h over Tonunaae. 
Tommase had visualised something very 
smple, *'like a great shell, one piul of 
which would come out of the surface and 
another part would be buried in the 
ground." When the Mother was shown 
the sketch by a disciple, Satprem, she 
a^ed; "Are you sure that he (TVun- 
mase) hasn’t seen Kciger?. .(because) 
that was the first idea Koger told me, 
almost identicallyIhe sanx* words..." to 
whKh Satprem had answered; "but 
Roger’s idea is I’aok/s idea, in fact." 

Also D bone of contention are the 
plans for the Mntrimandir gr<iunds. 
wbeh are "geometric" t(M>, with Vi 
gardens and 12 lakes. "Faolohad started 
the whole thing ui the spint ol a Japanese 
garden. ” says chief engineer JVro. "as 
the Mother had wanted it." What 
Mother had said was that Ihu Mctnman* 
dir "wil be sumiunded by . tsD trees, 
various kinds of Aowers...1herc will be 
rockeries in Japanese style, with 
varieties of cactus, smaK waterfallK, 
small pools..." Today, however, the 
gardens are very formal, almost bogjish 
at their aymmeiry. f*aglo Ti^nmase is 
reportedly so unhappy with Anger's 
(jfiohartging, complicnted pUns that he 
has.Hi .i bit of a huff, kmiled hix uwn 
Biterest to the inner chamber of Matri* 
mandir only. 

"For us. the gap betwcim the fantastic 
and the real is very pronounced," says 
ISeni, "but M<other’s fonUisy was almost 
a reably fur her and she brough* you tiKi 
ckrM* to this fantasiK realm." Hut even 
fur sonieiine who iiiiphcitly believes this. 
Koger Anger’s design is within the 
’rcMliii i« puMMbilily''. Whether il will 
ever U* fully translated into reality is 
wimething no one ts taking bets on. 'Ihe 
AuroviRians’ patience, however, is re* 
nurkable. One Aurovdlian. now dead, 
had 'predKled' in a IxkA titled A House 
(H T^'VTwrd Milfcnniani that Mntriman' 
At would be ready only in February 
2tHio. 29 years after it was started. 

I’hc AuroviBians arc willing to wait. 
And the wait, even fur the non* 
Aurvvillians. is perhaps gUng to be 
Wurth it. If not rnspirc. MatrimamJir ic 
bound to jngiress even the must prusok:. 
To see anything else like il. one would 
have (u travel aS the way to Fans to see 
the marvel of nHid*>m arthitecture. the 
(tcvde. which is a splieruid spacefcame 
like the Matnmandir, with, what is 
nxHe, a rrarror fuuah. Or visit the Epcot 
Center in Florida which looks lil^ a 
mammoth golf ball, Kut neither seems 
half as esoteric or as fantastic as thii 
temple in a neariv forgotten sc element. 





viHinK' H»ln‘i duH* a 
r^ihf rt^K ti'd by nx*, NT»rs 
as a t hdd anisu*'" 
S»»ny, Msfiafipsan. Kul 
PuNk iwnyjT)'. prm-rtbiA 
short, does cxuiid iKM’k 
to iIh> iiT uw 

(hilrihnod 

Or Sn(U«Ni\ furihai 
iiviiu>r. 


I imu n)oves on, 4nd the 
roles which were Rekha's. 
^>to Hridevi. Yash Chopra's 
tViarkf/^, for Instance. The 
rule, cunceiveil wiih the 
Fslue Lander adverliso* 
nienO l<ekh;i iniinnd, hns 
MOW (tone In her nr<’h rival (m 
touch nuiTe Ihati prt>fessHKw>l 
loallers, alone). Sndev), 

Wltalwer else the Ok^uiK 
siren iiiiulu have Inkeii 
dowi>, this wiis (|Uite 
ftbvunisly not it, SheroKed 
"Who says Sridevi is a!) Ihai 
Rthha ag*cannotwntmiM 


II wasUeHOil.ilihie^'ili 
mviuuaui mg^ 

Stiirretsu) r«Ml hie . . 1 ^/ 

iViHivi Wit*' iMkluii* I *:i1 lun 

Mizlui! Khan and tlx* luph'ss Sndovi Itahha • eoMomnoraryt 


mdi cinema fiiMlly lias its 
very own J^y Ma« belli, 
ajfiilik'te with ih** oul-oul- 
daniiied-spol syixjronx. And 
for Chur*y Pandey (hc)our* 
ney from pn/e stud In Wy erf 
the manor lki& been retaUve* 
ly iMinlesa. N<»t lot his )>ro- 
diK'crs tbouidi. who sn twid* 
dling their thumbs on tlie 
sets, wluk* Chunky wallows 
in his hath and his imported 
Sfiapsuds. 

Bui give the guy a break. 
It’a a tough job washing away 
Ihosesma. accumulated with 
auch reH&h. • 


euii(hj of u multi-storied in 
Versiwa K^mibny.'Hw lat¬ 
ter s only limit w.is tlut he 
had lokl Khan to (xirk his car. 
hirvkingllx entratue of ilie 
ImiWing, elsi*where. Tlv re- 
s|VHist* n hearty slxive. 

Miir.lvii wiislteard rueiiig 
later "No. I didn't sUplurii. 
Kul i wish I Kid. ' 

^V.imii KhrMihiisfiiMlIy 
iSMir cksm. AIkiuI i«a(ely* 
sliisJwd axav wile Keena, 

11 lilt IS, Aitfl iheclwK <»kUe* 
\»x iliiimier s'!*'**' Ihe un* 
hkety tiieilioiiH^I tlw vkU'o 
rilrii ninipixini* f.viuat, to 
aniUHiiH'i* tlw exi.-tenv'eiil 

MisKImii. tea workllhat 
kiww iiUatynit Kt, ioiywiiy. 
Sod Aanut, m liis tvht gi an* 
ihIcKiiieiU Hindi film manixt: 
"III luid lodMMKM* Ixtweeii 
my caicer and my wiU\ Td 















SPOTLIGHT 


Steps to fame 

% nu'ir nmie tun af- 
aw/urctl up i 
of hifg/i-ifuu/ify te% tilts 
ti/ul \f$nns'futn ifuiinintil 

toiupftxts. Hunt Nifa 
Amfwu/. /fit hrumifut 

u ift </f ihc fUttr Rtlififiit 
\t ion Muktwh. hm lur 
h'MN’, // may soou /*<• 
t idstiv l4\SlM/UU'd with 
iht uri\ - Hliutuutnurv- 
tim, tn pariwulur. 

t'num'it in thuu mu uf 
the Haf Huitshwan 
thou If Hi Sthoi*l u filter 
< lorn Kutyionufulorofti, 
lUt tlot’tvvti Nuu tun 
httt\ ptrfonuui^ 



NH**nib«Ai NnnIMiOM 


Mfue the a^e of nine. But 
the hifih point of her 
luretr came vnth the rote 
m Jcevan Swapna, ii Arri* 
the elder Aryif^ni hahu 
played a .utnplc vdla^ie 
fiirl. who has vivid retot- 
iectttms of her cartier 
hirth. when she was u 
fmwess. 

For the future. Nua 
would tike to /*« toficther 
a troupe of her own. 
open a dnnee \( hoid and 
direct a datu e-drama 
herself. It'% a tall order 
hut with the supportnv 
Amhani clan squarely 
Ifehind her. the K4fin){ 
shouldn't he too difficult. 


Hvsm» 

P«<1in9 of woiro? 



I Nan a partner? 


# For once he is the su^ect. 
rK>t ihe purveyor of gossip. Nari 
Hire, with success stories such 
as ar>d Parade to his 

credit, has broken up with long- 
time friend and business part¬ 
ner Lalu 6ajd|. Or so said those 
who very nearly aNvays know. 

Amorig their joint business 
ventures were Hiba Films (a 
video lilmmaking unit) and 
Lana Publications. It was said 
of their partnership ^at while 
Bajaj provided the finance, the 
brains and flair were quite un¬ 
doubtedly Hire's. And between 
themselves the two friends 
I made enough mor>ey to main- 
tainanapartmentinLondon, a 
penthouse in New Vork and a 
swimming pool at second-floor 
level in Bombay. 

Now, with Hira going solo 
into making ad films for televi¬ 
sion, people are wondering if 
there has been a parting of 
ways. But this is one story 
Nah's not going to tell. 


AtaJe of 
two cities 

• First there was 
Maharashtra eyeing 
Belgaum. Now, Kar¬ 
nataka chief minis¬ 
ter S.R. Bommal has 
obviously decided 
on revenge. And, if 
appreciation is what 
makes for posses¬ 
sion, he has certain¬ 
ly claimed Mahar¬ 
ashtra's pride, Bom¬ 
bay, for his own. 

Recently In the 
city to be felicitated 
by the Kannada San- 
gha, Bombay, Bom- 
mai confessed: "1 
love Bombay more 
than I love Banga¬ 
lore." Then, perhaps 
reminded of the 
touchy voters back 



.S.lt fionwnsi.lhi loM of Ms 


home in Karnataka, 
hastened to add:** It 
Is not that I love 
Bartgalore less, but 
that I love Bombay 
more." 

The pieeee-one- 
please-all routine la 
silvery well. Only 
one feels that he Is 
going to have hie 
work cut out, car¬ 
rying It through. 





Horseplay 


m 




0 He likes (he filUes 
>lerdlN hiiJ hcxwKiion 
ViMV Mallya McppvJoft jr 
internaiioiMt1li|!hi kiM 
week whtnheiiistruueJ 
h IS driver torn ake d 11 et I ly 
lari he Mahrflaxmi Raee 
(nurse 

No (his WHS not 10 vics^ 
one ol (he mnuinerahir 
evenls sponsored hy MjI 
lynMiquidempiic (hi 
newly'hcaidsd ligiun mil 
lionaitv was rushing to Ihc 
OuKksluihk (nvlMII I INK) VllmrMallys ofllerherMM 

(rumeas sponsored hy his greal risal and lellow 
akohol lyiiHin Manu ( hliahria 

Bui Mall) a s lovi ol thi lilliesdid not stop him ti«»ni 
cncagiii){ in a quick powwow with ( hh.ihria IViha|K (hey 
diseussed what ii would have Ikc n like 1 o hasc been 
partners m Shaw Walkui Ot maybe they did (alk about 
the 1 lilies 


A new act 

e Sh« Iwt always been the ltt«r«ry one among 
VM unlettered types thet abound In the Bom¬ 
bay film Mustry, never mind her execrable 
attempts at poet^ (only a ploy to ingratiate 
beraen with Intense director Gulzar« said 
some unkind ones). But* lesser ncMIty on the 
art fBm dreuft, Oeepti N^al, has excelled 
hersoH this tfmSf having gona and vrritten an 
entire script* all by hers^. 

And the National FHm Pevelopment Cor¬ 
poration <NrOC> certainly has immense <some 
say* fond) faith in her abfllty. it has agreed to 
finance the him, titled Aka, totally. Part loans 
are* evidently, only for lesser fights. 

The latest on Naval Is that she Is trying to 
convinca Gautam Ghosh <of Pssr mti AntMr/MH 
/atra fame) to direct H. It wiN be interesting to 
see H Ghosh goes the NPDC way. 


Ompuhm 


Striking gold 

0 All lhai);lt//rr\ n nof 
goM Ami it tr \ 

Kamai Mix/i s dcMfincr 


5W-* 




Asha kmwi iiiee •nttWANtwra 


jvneiifrv . iltfvhff. 
plated wtfh 24 ‘t araf gold, 

and studded h ith pre- 
i tou^ and wmhprtt tous 
\time\ I * anted m /ewet 
fery dr\ign at the Indtan 
liemtdogtcaf /nuitHte. 

Ms Mttdt s mtiuon m life 
ty topfoi idetheap lee- 
fattvefv. ttf (imne) nrnm 
mefi(\ to HHfmen Oma- 
menfy. whuh they tan 
at tuati\ wear, inMeod of 
keeping stashed awavtn 
wme^nkhKker 
And as her resent ex- 

htht/ion in Peiht. i ailed 
' Art Karui C reattons 
2000"prtned. theaptan 
aliO he beautiful 
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ART 
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l(*r iHiiiihi 
iOiil \mlpu>i 
Haliin Si\n\hiiO 

an invr 
iifnw'iitioiUil 
s<\ unt\ uwN 
\\t>nh i( 


The spirit calls 


F .k ihe 28 -war- 

i>kl druu^i^nian 
Itokims a set ure 
job with Indian Nad- 
wayn, it was a tou^h 
decision nuke. In 
1966 Balan Nambiar 
walki'd out (4 his |ob in 
Madras lur a hjR-time career m the arts. 
To the members of his commurely. the 
.Nayars of Kannapuram. KeraU» such 
action was little short of madness But 
as Nambiar knew, the method behind his 
particular madness entirely justified this 
reckless plunjfe. 

Since childhood he had been obsessed 
with the haunting and exoiic nrual 
dances of his native west coast. And 
through the pursuit of art he has man¬ 
aged to liberate himself from the agony 
<4 that obsession. Today, the images of 
Teyysm and Hu/ha^ihe ritual dances q( 
north Kerala and south Karnataka—are 
the dominant motifs of Nambiar's arttsuc 
upus. 

^ At his home in Bangjtfore the ariiii 
]|i^ collection of 6,000 ab^a and 


hours of musk, painstaknigly photo¬ 
graphed and recmded by hen over the 
years. Nambiar's imposing steel sculp¬ 
tures. bronre and concrete sndptures. 
paintings, and his latest passion, 
enamelt^, are al kidved with the spint 
of the dances. The muse is yet to 
exhaust il» influence. Says NamUar. “I 
have so far collected the names of MX) 
Teyyam fonns and 400 Hutha torms*'. In 
I9K.1 Nambiar altervled Puofna Naga- 
numbla. a ritual BuUu festival of south 
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H 


1 



s . , 




Karnaiaka. held after 4& years. “In my 
hfetimc I wifl not see it again." 

Nambiar's bsdnation with the dances 
have made him perhaps the most versa* 
Ule of Indian artists. “1he abibty of an 
artist IS in reabsing and reaching the 
limits of the medium,” he says. And he 
seems to know the limits of several 
mediums. Besxk.s being an expert photo¬ 
grapher, the artist, now an acknow* 
lodged expert on the nlual dances, has 
written several articles—pubbshed in 
internatkinal yiumals^and presented 
lecture-demonstra pons with slides in 
Indian and European cities. In the 
course (A 17 years*, since he got his 
diploma m line arts from the Govern¬ 
ment C«41ege uf Arts and Crafts kt 
Madras in 1971, Nambiar has won 
several natiorial awards, h^ exhibitions 
all over the county and in Europe, has 
received the senior fellowship of the 
mirusiry of educatKm and the prestigious 
Nehru Fellowship. For a boy who 
plouf^d the fields m his native village 
until hts adult years, the road to succeas 
has been Jong and evuntiul. 









"ll was K.C.S. PdOiker who ^t*vp rm* 
the courage U* leave ihe railways", 
recalls Ihe artist gratefully. The late 
Pamker, principal of the Ans College at 
Madras, saw the ynung Nambiar’s pamr 
' ings at an exhibition m 196:> and i<ildlwi 
to quit everything fgr art Nambiar 
agonised for a while over the suggc^stain 
before yielding, inevitably, to the cal irf 
(he ^sild and beautiful Tt^yyAm Savs 
Nambiar, "Kven bt'fore 1 knew hr>w to 
write, I had been drawing prtures tif the 
mother goddess (a niual doityj on mv 
slate*'. I'he images of th(» danev smply 
would not lol him be. SVlwn inaterrul 
uncle, who wn« hi's giiardim in the 
absence of a father, gave him mom*y to 
learn ty^ng and slionhatKl, Nambiar 
iheaied,*'] teamt tvping, hut used tlir* 
money for shirrthand I.) ptiv for luitatn 
frum a drawing leat htt." ScKtn i*rwHigh, 
clandestine success followed when 
Nambiar passed a Madras bo.ird exam 
and became a drawing teacher iirr a 
year. 

"I was always gtaid ai (Irawiiig and 
inatbc'nialK's ", says Naml^cjr. It was ihi' 
latter aptitude that helped hiin m his 
priN-aie studies in engnx^ering whik'm 
the railways. And his ad shows an 

astomahlng degree of r - 

famibaniy with technnin- a 

gy. Wlien Namhiar first * 

held Ills (lahien Sculpture Of Tcy 

exhibition of 24 images m Buthfl— 
steel in llangalorv in . 

1975, It was a hit <rf a OMC0i 

shocker. As the nrosi rv* KentSi 

calls, "The smallest Mamai 

Rculptufe was taller than 
me". The Hni' Pitnt is a OOtttittS 

seven fexit steel sculp- OfNs 

lure, tiunng his days at ar4imi 

the Art College, Nambar Brusi 

used to play truant and 
secretly work at (he I >rge shrjp rjf the | 
Indian Institute uf Tec!vx»lugy at Madras I 
ftH* five months. ”11 was against the , 
rules. Bui our jnnl expcnnients at Ihi' ^ 
forge shop were muluafly satisfying, 
both fur me and Ihe engineering stu¬ 
dents. ' 

T lie intense (usKin of v H'nofic prin- 
sinn wiih the nnpres««kntslH.' child- 
hfxid images of the iitual dances havi 
lent a unique quality loall his works. For 
instance the Mystk Otn h is an eighi- 
foot sculpture m gtass^reinforced con 
Crete, bays Nambiar, "11 is mvslH: 
because in my village we believe that 
cloc k wise spirals on a conch are rni e and 
bold magicpl powers". The scutpiure is 
so designed as to show an equilateni 
triangle if tlie points on the ihn*e spirals 
were to he joined anywhere. Nambiar 
worked on thio outside lus native coun¬ 


try*. “In (hat cold januan ui Wc*4 
(ienuany ai 19771 chanted the < 
Maxifbram when I wi.rio d", wys 
N«imbi.u. 

Snmhbir k perhaps the mUy Indian to 
Ibive worked with idass ri'intiVctd con 
ifi'li* s) art. “The medium is sevX'n 
lam's stronger than itodnumal lenu'nt 
I'oofTctc." The iwracuksisly innim 
nnk HI tU' huge itimh u pliNtf of l1^ 
tU'xihikly as wefl. Namliur got the 
o|iponutui»’ lo work wiih ih' material at 
(he K and I) ceiilrr ol the I'orlUmt 


fooK'nl HmUffy in Heidelberg. West 
(lemiatiy. (hie of the sculptures was 
exIaNied at the Hanover Fair in 1977 
jiHf with iKit money I extetxicfd my stay 
in Turopt' lo j whtilc year". 

In ilu( I Bill' h(' toured nine countries 
<M iIk* cruitincnt, "veiling eve^ art 
g.igi’rv and musi^um". (t was during his 
(our tlvii Ik met Kvefau Dc 1'^, a 
nuc'k'iir scxmiisi and daughter of the 
laiixsis De Poli, tlie Italian who is 



Today f the hnagaa 
of Teyyam and 
BM\a-^mo ritual 
dances of north 
Kerala and soudt 
Kamaiaka~^re 
dominant motifs 
ofNambiaris 
artistic opus 
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AHT 


Independent stance 


Balan Nambiar sticks to home territory 


I n when » ytHins BaUn Namb* 
iar took two of Uh bronse 
tuffft 10 New Delhi for a national 
cvNbitinn, he was told the facta ul 
life. "U you want to make it b«it* 
come down to Delhi with a ooe^man 
exhibition and stay here tor a while. 
Y<'V need contacts." Bui an anjcry 
Nambur decided not to kowtow to 
the power haae of the captlaL He 
returned honw atid did not vwt DeHu 
nHHin tin 1880 —by which time he had 
already made a na^ for himself by 
his invn efforts and commitment to 
work. 

Texjay he says prou^. "I am une 
among the three practising artiais in 
the imniry to have received the 
Nehru Fellowship. But! never went 
to Delhi for K." Nambiar maisis (hat 
he be mwAtd 4H1 this. "I want people 
to know that H m possible to be an 
artisT without giHng to Now DelhT’. 
he declares. By li^i» be had done 
ItiK Garden Sculpture exhibakm in 
Uangalure. toured Europe, held 
several one*man exliibitions and won 
many awards. Ktnir of his urden 
iculptures were bought by the 
National Gallery of Modem An in 
19^). And he remind.^ you with a 
smile. "It was a direct porchasi’ and 
not arr^tnged through a Delhi exhitx* 
tion". 

Nambiar was cured of his aversion 
to Delhi by the late Kamaladeii 
Chsttopadhyay. Along with K.C.S. 
Paniker. 8rtist whter*eduaitkmist 
David Horsburgh and' enamefKsi 


considered ih<' gi eatesJ crwimHisl nf (he 
ci'iilnry. Nambiar eventuagy named 
ivvelmu uht'Tj she came down to the 
Induit Inslilute of Sc ience. Bangalore*, 
on <\ rcse.irch pfigrHniine. 

How did Nrtmbiai gel to Europe in the 
first place? ’ ll wiis quite unusual.'* he 
sn liles In IHT 4 1 wij of his pain tings were 
bought by Air-hida in Hoiiibny and bi 
CHchringe Nambiar w’os offered a free 
ticket 10 Europe, 1 'he artel waited lor 
:lir»x' years lo a*llect si*o»r cash U fore 
ho i<Kik up Air-lndia's liandsiimc offer. 
Today lie s|>ends three nuxilhs of every 
year in Europe, moalty to w'<irk with his 
ncw*ly acquired skill in enamelling with 
his mciiior tmd father-in-law. the great 
I'AoJp IV Fob. 


Paolo l>e f’oli. Nambiar places 
KamaMevi among the greatest mdu- 
enccA on his bfe. "She was the most 
remarkable human betng I have ever 
met', be says. Kamaladevi was fas¬ 
cinated by Nangaar's work with the 



ntual dances and urged him to travel 
to DeSa and Bombay and give lec¬ 
tures. "bemg herself fram Manga¬ 
lore in south Kamatalu. she under¬ 
stood the unportance uf these art 
(orms." Nambiar has lecturi'd at the 
India Inlermtional Centre. New De¬ 
lhi. and at the Natioiul Council ol 
Performing Ads. He now plans to 
tour a8 maior cities in India with his 
lecture-demunstration on (he riiual 
Prices. 


“EcMTid m ud IS u ddVuh niKlHim to 
iiiasier." rxfgaln^ Nanibi;«r. "The pro- 
rt-quirvs working with the compo¬ 
nents of tlie nk*(alk base of i’opper. 


Nambiar believes that 
the artist must be a 
dancer, musician, 
painter, 

choreographer, ector, 
scholar of mythology, 
aetrol^ 
and aetronomy 


silvx*r or gold, the enamel and colouring 
with iixides. The enanwl itself, with the 
c(xnbinaikA oxides, has tu be heated at 
a refflperature of 1.4(X) degrees Celsius 
for approximately IS hours before ft is 
powdered, n’hc an of tnHmelbng has 
existed in India since the ISth century, 
but only len shades have been used. 
Nambiar savs. “1 have used upto a 100 
shades". 

Not surprisingly. Nambiar's recent 
vnamel art exhibitions ai Bombay 
aitratted rave iv^tkes. Said one review. 
"Balan > enamel paintings are fully 
evocative abstract works. His cukiurs 
are exquisiU' ..There is Ihc influence of 
muai images, the play of (he mystical 
and rnsinic in inierwi*avmg vlie organic 
and gi'onietrh: sluipes". 

I t IS Tewitm ihal damx*s in Ihi- art of 
Nambiar. “Il is a sacred dui.ee in 
which (he peKnmier. dressed in clab<i* 
rale and vivid costumes, invokes the 
divine spirit. I^»ssessed by it. he, in a 
iramx'like state, daiwes to i he vigorous 
rhythms tif c/H*nrti (drums), makes 
oracular stat«*nK*iiis and iwstows bWs- 
sings on the audienie." writes N;imbiar. 
He believes that apart from being well- 
versed in the nies of tin* ixc ull and Die. 
mystic, the .^rtisl must bc» a dancer, 
musk un. p.’iinter, chorcsigraplicr. actor. 
schoUr of mythology, astrology. aslr<i- 
numy and indigenous mi'dH’inv. "It is a 
ciMn^ie an kirm", declares Nambiar. 
His pHional designs are drHwn from 
inemory without any releience nuterixV 
’l*hi*re IS d str<mg belief lhal deviation 
fr<Nn tradition will harm (lie uriist. And 
t«ach TVv'y'.vm, Nainhwr explains, is uni* 
cgie—Its chareclenstM S can be found m 
the (hcviI pumtmgs alone. 

T’his mavenck artist does not believe 
lh.li tlx* ntual dam es are ' Hraliminica]”. 
He thinkb they originate frtmi pre*Aryan 
rtaixx* forms. Shiva, lie says, is mostly 
ihe hero an ancieni nlual cuh and all 
mother goddess deity fc>mis are man¬ 
ifestations of Hhadrakah. the daughter of 
Shiva. Tsually TVyyam performances 
are aven by the "so-called lower 
castes*', but during ihe ntual, the perfor- 
rrK'r goes into a trance-like slate and is 
possessed by the deity to be trans- 
kxmed into a medium between die 
audience and the gods. 

Nambiar. drawn to this ritual year 
aAei ytrai, is ihiw eiigiiged in writing an 
authontative book on the sub)ect—ex¬ 
ploring ye( another medium to present 
lo rhe world. “We owe an enormous 
debt to the rural artists of the past", he 
says, 'll IS my attempi to at least 
Kknowledge tlw debt by toeing to 
uwlentand the nature of that culture.** 












REVIEW D BOOKS 


More light than heat 

Amilav Ghosh‘s second book is siardingty different from his first 


F trom ihe bt^air^, ai times exotic 
ind ex^icitly evemful vt'orld of 
7V Cinit of keosiHL Amiiav 
Gho&h's accluiiec! tm novel, to the 
muted chjaroscuro ot TV Shadttw 
U/ies, his second novel, which has not 
inspired unaMi>ou< Mn'obrte. and in 
w^iM'h even sharp and siimoK incideiiis 
are {,'enlly Altered lhrou>di the pnun at 
retlei'tive nieniory, <)« mites s sea* 
I'hKii^se. NoiTiially. a tu^vchst wcHild 
approfoli the tiiher shore, srt raOKaHy 
diffeifnl, only after intiny kin^ wander 
in^s. But Aniitav (jhtnJi has reached it in 
a (lash and this sudde^n arrival has 
bothered weekend revKWeis wl» have 
found to then' supreme dismay that 
hrsiory has fkk been voven into the 
demimes of thr* characters or that the 
tiarrative's progress lias btrn distuik*d 
by the onnish of nictmtfy playing! truant 
with time. Such criticisms are under* 
Htaiiduble because vntics abroad ex* 
iwt'lrd vet amilher nxxlel of ttw* in thma. 
'mape rt'olism'. with all its web of 
fantasy and fable. And not havmj; found 
It. they were nonplusMil. 

Yes, ’/V .Sfwdcne fjoe'* is decKledly 
different from TV i JfvAr of ffeasoo m 
lone, lexiure. strut ture and style, and 
therefore, should also V as,^s6e>j with 
fresh eyes. First the c)u:sctefs—the 
namilor himself. Ila. itrandnvi. May.ide 
tn and even Tndib—are common btm>ft 
who neither aspire t<i be above average 
nor fire made to appear so. Whereas 
Balaram, the urekfs reformer and Zin* 
da. the archetype of carnal assurance, 
startle us m his firsl novel, (hose in the 
second move us gently. We can even 
identify our lacWusire selves with them 
and this assimilatjon turns the novet into 
a part of our own experience, into our 
own living matrix out of which such 
poignant, intbr^e tales can emerge. 
Tridib's intellecluaJism carries the e^ 
of our thwarted aspirabons and the 
narrator’s ties with Ns grandma rsigs 
endearingly fandiar 
But tNs inirinsic simpbaty. even com¬ 
monness. could descend to the level nf 
forgettable banality in the absence of tbe 
SaHan and Mediterranean. That it has 
not is beiauae of the reflective tone, 
excellent style and carefully budt siruc* 
ture which have invested the known and 
the obvious with the depth and grandeur 
of the elemental. For exan^. the 
outbreak of cocncnunal not in Dhaka and 



aiiMev One«n* madlno nev peihs 

Trxkh’s death have not ordy been cun* 
suRunalely dtfscribed bm atoo cogtiaied 
upon ai a manner that fuses Ihe ideauun* 
at and tV cmotkioat m one "i.idestnacti* 
ble structure of feeling" fro use 
Kayimmd WAiams’ expressMi). The 
I i‘S*«entnl 'eehng of eiexpbcable silenev » 

, % <inv(*n'd htrautifuBy: *nius is a sVixv 
that IS priHif agamst any civK'eivable art 
of sconi or cuurage: rt lies beyond 
di'fiarKe 

What welds the Usie. Myk.* and strut * 
lure together mlo ? single medium 
refracting past and present simul¬ 
taneously IS (he ItitnKKil of memory, fs 
n pnmanly the nrh and pamsuiujig. 
remembrano' of Marcel Ifroust dweUuig, 


Tilt 

SHADCKV 

UNIS 


Me<iTis-9i o**w"e* 


\\%T\Ctkfi I 

TheMrinsIc 
gimpOelty of th» book 
coiMthoeoodtothe 
hvotoffotigoWMo 
banality. Thattthaa 
notlaboeauaooftha 
rafhetiva tone, 
ax e a M an t atyfa, and 
eanhkfybum 
atFveiuro 


for hours on a single obiec't? No, the 
cunpulMxis of Amitav Ghosh's narrator 
are different. With a conscious spon* 
lancity be weaves liie tales of three 
families and, Ihree locations (Lnndon, 
Calcutta. Dhaka) together, ties up Urn 
fkiw with the iw^vcmcni of history and. 
most imponantly. raises searching 
quenrstn whuh neither Ihe past nor th<* 
present cun offer any definitive reply. At 
tinws. the question is disbrn:tlyexisten* 
tial as puited by the grandmtgher who is 
mg in a positxm "to quite understand 
how her place uf birth had come to be so 
me»sily at odds with her nationality*'. 

The reader, however, never loses the 
thread ei spit<» of iNs persistent cross* 
weaving of pha^s and places, and this 
underbnvs the author’s urtistry. Like a 
master craiisman he can transport ui 
mto those lembk mglits when tV Nasis 
ramed bombs un London, m the rK*xt 
mommi to the Sixiws of Calcutta and 
(hereafter to London again. Whereas (he 
first contains an audacnnis evocaixm <4 
Kros m the rums of an auditorium, the 
second is abvc with Ix^s to visit Dhaka 
whea* even a mure distant past waits lo 
be revived 

What n equally remarkable is that the 
overall rvfle^ve tune does not stand m 
tile way uf ah agrtaied style or prose in 
ferment wN'n events vsH tor iT. Moreuv 
er. when (ihr>sh willmgly succumbs lo it, 
Ns regulated slram of fantasy takes 
over. 1'hus while describing the narra* 
tor's drunken assauh cm Mdy. or. more 
appropnalely, the murder of Tridib in 
Dhaka, the style nf Che magx* realist 
breaks through, vivid and fervid: "When 
1 kxik arcHind 2 see May; she's tiny, 
shrunken and behind her r that rkk* 
shaw. reaching heavenwards, like a 
mganiK anlhdl. aitd its sides are seething 
with hundreds of bttle men". 

But the end is uninlerrupied and calm, 
as the 5nal phase of any tragic memory 
should be. It dsstds the expenences. 
desires and (ravels into one quiet rede* 
iTgAve embrace between May and the 
narratev. Both seem to spread a lasting, 
tmnquil glow which questions the com¬ 
ment of the Times Literary Supphment 
cntic who found more heat then light in 
this luminous novel 


T>ie griMM LMe. ay umitv OhMA. ewmnM D* KaM 
Oe»weieiii^.»w»p»N laas Pam %h 
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INTERVIEW 


A drama& affair 

A British travelUng group presents theatre in informal surroundings 


1 Caitf Hieatre speciaiifif^ m 

I prcsfntmjt piays m an m/ormal, 
rvktnftl The xrrwp 

upends tune withm the aimiwMy. 
ittipimsuis thc^tn^wurkhtiops and dis- 
cussHMis over coffee or dinner Under 
the hadersfttp of ikrek Wnidward. the 
group traveh worldwide, peftrwnww io 
AtrdfcrKVS atross th*' barrkn <M lace. 
culture and L/ngusgt Dunng their rp- 
Indian taiir. .sptmaun’d bv the 
OhcnufliHeh, Hael i’adatmee talked to 
Woitdwkrd aboot hi$ group. 

.S'f^vfM) ; briitffa you here to 
\ fhmhay, mi IhU whiriwlnd tour? 

' Derek WiHX^wsird: U‘i every week n 
a dillcrrni country renliy...and I«B me. 
vdiat aciur Ktiii the rhance to staiK a 
play. hi« ovm part, direct and 

travel! I c<MisKk*r myself fortunate We 
Hc'luaily HptiKl two-thirda of our tmw 
interacting. Wlwrever wt* are—htfanjE 
to meet and M*rvc tlie cuminunity id (hat 
piiriicular city. People (everywhere ch* 
pect ua to be commerced - hut 1 want 
UK to be simtuhtlinf!. 

Whoi play$ Aoi^r vo<r toured teiih 
fn the i'afe Theoirt ao far? And hov 
do you manoye to tug your equip- 
ment ail over the world? 

Well, we arc naturally limited in uur 
f choice of plays. A cast ui IS ji ;ust out of 
the questK»n. We eniuyed statinjt Ira 
lA*vin'!» l>eaih Trap, a cast of four: let's 
sec. and then we HkJ WiDy Russels 
iiducajiifng A/r<> -just a duo—but what¬ 
ever we static, we travel with all the 
irippuijzs of the iheoire. For Distance, 
we've hruuitht down one and a half tons 
of h|tht and sound equipment. Afl our 
props are genuine-^ some of them are 
100 years <ild. you know, they ct^ile and 
ciackJe as only matcnal/chith of those 
days wuukl — in fact wc carry the 
theatre and the set with us. 

Hy that you mean you could 
travel anywhere Hght in the mlddte 
of the Sahara Deaert and plop your- 
aetf down and do a show? 

WdL we couM. but we don’t because 
essentially it's a "Cafe” atmosphere we 
seek. A brge apace where people 
gather, dnnk. eat and be enterukved. 
fl'a a strictly urban atmosphere. 

What mothadt do you work with? 
Do you. for example, give htil free* 
dam to your coat to Improoiee and 


create mood, movea. «fmo^erv 7 
Oh yea. we impruvise but never ever 
on the staize. We discuss the pUy. Hs 
content and what we aim for in the 
text—the period, the language—durmg 
the inititf rehearsals. 1 am very paruev* 
lar about blocking (he play^mly after 
the btea are learnt: new ideas are 
always worked out at rehearsals. 1 never 
allow an actor to do anything he's not 
comfortable with. And if your imnincts 
(ell you it's nut right, yuu must resolve it 


youn^f. 1'alk it out and when you know 
who you arc and what vou are doing 
you're on (he right track. When there's a 
difference of opinion, f ac( dk a liWer. 

Do you find, in your trai^ta in 
many I'oried coirnfries and com* 
muniUea that the reaction of the 
audience changea the perform* 
ancea? 

We never allow this to happen. Yuu 
must play (he play and nm let the 
audience play you. You see, if we stick 







to (he text and the flow of (he pUy that is 
inherent (o the text, mood and struc¬ 
ture, we find the audiences finally ccnte 
round to seeing the play from our pumt 
of view. Initially there may be a tei^n* 
cy tn laugh, to want to he entertained-* 
bu( a Sind discipline in perfnrruance is 
what we are dear and definite about — 
this way a balance is struck and we are 
true to the intention of the work. 

Coming round to P^ffma/ion ond 
ffle thtmf of the mattengupit re/a- 
Uonohip. aro sou rxptorinp Me ferf 
in a difftrenf wap. for the ifHVk a$ it 
wort? 

Yes. we've worked thnnigh thv man* 
ipjiative nature between man and 
woman, and in the play this does no* 
arise because of her powerful personal* 
ity. In our version wv stress (he cliange 
9he brings over him, ^he rolums as an 
eQual. Hs ii woman. In the fltni. if yuu 




PMpltfatfMr. drMr. 
Mtertilrwtf * 


remember, when siw returns he yeMs 
fur Ins Mppers. She smiles, knowing full 
well that hfs dependency on her wiO 
eventually bmo hm to her. where 
perhaps she wtll emerge (he masief. 

Do goy s/reu iht "Mea/rlea/” in 
poar work? 


((•n to rtohlj OwsS WoeOwwd. Sluert glxniiio wvl i*i "ijyrMon 



If you mean Iheativnl as deflned by 
tile daciKKiary- 'unresr and 'unnatu* 
iri '—my answer is no! There is nothing 
wrong with fantasy and extension—the 
^at art is to extend and then retain, 
Tht^refevre one must decide the htilflnce 
between the talent of the actor and the 
«ie <»f (he (healie- that dotemincs the 
(heatricalny. A l(‘AUf)us thre^ad is thrown 
from tiM' ^tnge to iht* audience and the 
actor mu«i alwavs he able lo recapture 

i(. 

H> undrmtnnd that pour Cafr 
Theotrv hotdr u'orkuhopn ati part of 
itw programme in the city. Do you 
ott partidpate? 

two lu ilirce at a tiiiH* nnd 
(laughs) the workslwipK art* actually 
ainW ut geitmg pcMple (o siup ac ting all 
I he tane. In reality, then* s mure iicling 
dune off the at«igc. fur inatnnce, 
buvuieioinien are on ihi* IvcirdH lui they 
cuter o/fK'v and aonwlTmes vxiend iheir 
"act" at Itome U*t's say. we all wear 
mask^. but the* pc'reon U*hiixi ilie inuKk 
is often trat>ped by tin* mask. There n>, 
in fact, a (ireek poem. whk*h touchingly 
de«:nbes itie effect of tin* mask • where 
the pericHi and (hi* mask eventually 
ItoiYXiK* one. 

Are goa acnW/iW M Me oMrr 
pr^orming artn nueh an munic and 
dance and ere you ronndoun of the 
fact that the theatre in in danger of 
toaing itn hotd on the young mind— 
ricatted na r7 in bp the ennrmUg of 
poputar munic, for exampie, rock 
munic? 

I feel that tht* young mimJ overreacts 
to the bfandrng images ig light, *4ound. 
dnthev and the overall hype creaied by 
ruck tnusmans and riK'k corKcrts trxlay. 
These elements sninehow seem to 
satisfy (he tiirlured soul in the young 
(oday. lYwy seek sensatnm in drugs, in 
(he deafenng roar of iimplilKaiior, It 
frightens me that children are nwching 
out and buying this fumt of unreality. 
Communii'aiNn today seems to be Inst. 
Keligkin also has lost the nwans Ui 
communKate wilh the young wlxi arc in 
search of some truth m an effective 
rr.e«ms of ixxnmunicaiiun, I feid the 
youth today arc more out ol inuch with 
realty than they ever were...We are 
trying (o work thniugh street Cieatre 
and woritshops with children in the hope* 
that we reach ihetr minds, and hold uut 
an idtemaHve 

What 1$ your peraenai dream for 
the theatre? 

My dream ts to have actors from 
different councryes performing with each 
other in a universal language in a com* 
mun space, uniting the. forces <if "artis* 
tic" change. • 
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BOOK EXTRACT 



II wn«!ux 

^ May nw>tnini; .uul 
airouHy un|ik*aMnl- 
Iv warm. As Hahs 
aiKi I bippcd our 
I’orly le.i uixk’f (h^ 
kIkhJc of (Iv (riv» 
(U*ar I hi' Iwiuse w«< 
(old ravh glhvi 
Qujli* tinnix't'SK.inly 
(hsK li was ipani* lo 
hr atvillvr M'or- 

ching day. Spe^tkait: for rny»t'Jf I did (hii 
r«*ally imnd: the hot month of May i'> a 
slack one and I waK giniin (o spi'iHJ (Im> 

namiinx on a axif wraiHlah will) n ivw 
hook; aflcr luix'li I jinuht racM' llv 
i ivTKy lo answer whik- Wim 
JoiiiIhi. one ol tk‘ doid). was IcrlinK 
lazy t'Minivi lay sir<ii'lH'd al inv fin i. a 
siKtktkty and lathrr ov\t slat'd t'i«kit 
spamel. He iiad alwavH hated (In' iH'al. 
and unions I look luin dmyii lo llv river 
to liathi' ho wvioki n»t stir our imid tlx* 
cool <if ewnilii; lor lx* wsin j wiav <i(J 
iiiiin ol IL' Nonuiwrs 
Tknr wrir our |)kms at aix in thr* 
OK mini ki aiHl kv a hoi dav tivy wi're 
sound. Hnfomunatvlv tlvy dil not Iasi 
very lon«: for ewn ns w nii»ch» (Ivin, 
falc iiiKl I he juniA' wi re <ka Iivvik ihnt 
our day .shiHild he wry ditfeieiii mdinii 
For iiH' il was lo Iv .1 ilav timt is hiiI| 
branded acn >s s 11 iv rrii: rta >r y; for poor i4d 
Jumbo It way t<i nurk tk end of ihr 
road... 

liMMLirwaHAha! H.i>Hbrw;M.K! It was 
Kalu fiK'ins up Ihrouifh llv orchards ;ukI 
HlMiulinit Ih’ ciiuv. I kivw h 1 one 
what he was coniiny lo U'H nv. araitfvr 
raid by the 'nvinkev*irH'n’ w|»> h:id 
already visited ns iwkv ivlore. As soun 
as Kaiu li<id canidit up w>ih Ins tvealh I 
asked l»ni wIhYc k hinl .sten ikuiL 
When he had I ok! nv, f down my 
lea and Ihi n went bi (r> dii'ss. 

’Hus tunc 1 w'as really tfituly lo cait'h 
tht'in and dHcoura»je further visits; Jor 
tk'se are iTuel devils lhal eonv umti-d 
with nets, eluiiisy traps and okl UHirxIe* 
loading ^ns ITic bv(' nKinkef^*und 
livy prefer ihern lo h»’ very v^wnn arc 
for export and vivisctlion: the ihvs Ihev 
rannoi eaU'h in thi’ir traps are shot (k»wn 
for the new KoveniiiM'ni reward of tstd'l 
annas a tail. 


t 


Gght annas a tail 

! Huf^h A Hen came to live in India after hein^ 
injured in World War /A just when the British 
were preparing to leave. It was prohahly his 
passion for wildlife and hunting that made him 
decide to buy a j'arm in Madhya Pradesh. Hut he 
has fi/w’<fy5 a reluctant predator" who 
' deplores needless cruelly to animals-- as this shikar 
j story demonstrates 










iriiieir4Uor«.6<mal Oii 


Ncjw you miKhi wcU inaginf lhal as 
famirr wilh Lirse orchards 1 shoukl be* 
only too happy t<i tel ihew men git over 
the estate as i>fien as tht^ pleased. 
7'hat. however, wtiuld be a wronK (dea 
because by now t lutve the UKiokcv 
situation pretty much under coninJ 
whenever ;my fruits are <in the trees. 
'Die monkeys of course always dii some 
damaRe. but this is more th.*in olfest h>' 
the l>clp these In lie niunuls jQve 
about the >iui 0 les. IndoH. Kiev nujdu 
evvti save ymir life for thi'V will often icll 


where a uieer or a ktipard c^. hidtiiK atlei 
a badly pku^'d hulH. 

Ttai moniBiK. » mbit us I wjs 
drt'ssed. I set off after the nuaikev men 
withiumlMi at my ht'ds ^e walked last 
for I wa> h« •) uns to fnid tluiii 1 m*I« >Te t hev 
uJuU do much dmviati’. 1 w’as < .11 rvuij* a 
nlV whih’ Jumbo had h>s oh I roi 1 .ind IAm* 
brill buluuiK Iriim li*» iisaitli. Siam- 
wfhfe, Im* htipt-d. Wi~ >Ju ukl >l<tp by 
wHtet and play his favouiite 

1 WHx nnhinR hu .1 <kTp .iiiH di.ifh 
nvtUi wIm'Ii runs riuitfoaiHi (hr<eii^i iIk< 








I v'^IaU milt divides i( int'i twii ;«b'rHKl 
' i‘<jiial lialvrs. I'Ik' Uinks ii( llus ar<* hned 
’ wiih iH'ti^rirrhvnl ims. nii»st iti ihiMii fall 
< •>(atclt’ k'Jhh, whii.li ;tn* hved hy I he 
I Miiihkevs for lift* cool sliAde of Uk*v 
j ti»|mHksl braiv'hcs. S*i ii was sirii>«*wlH rr 
I Mmm hi re Owl I expii'ieO |o find iht 
iniinkev menai work iH'nnrse ihi^m/lLih 
IS nKkfi* (Imp thr<H> iMfles km^ and iIk* 
li«>«<s ;>lx>vi' i4 Ikonu* lor at ksisl ^i« 
irtKipN «)1 nxrtikeys. 
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F ill ihi' first mile I fnuiuJ ihi si^ni o( 
iIh raiilerx. 11 k*ii i jm kvd u|) wImI 
Wert' almnsi (vnamlv Ifu ir trmks; live 
(xiirs lii hunian ferf, tik- |>nAis fresh and 
ovei rhe marks ol the lumrs and pa<is 
k'lt l>y Insi iii}du'« Mvinrs. At one simiI 
ihesi' iiu'n lud HinpfM'd to Tlie 
ftrouml hi iv was hltered wnh bidis. the 
Indi.in ImI i>i(nreite; and m nitv \iMV 
iiKiiinst (he hank snnM* hr^ivy bondk's 
Iwid lM*eii (lt^>urtl down, one of them 
kavinu Ml Ilk* sand a I'mKirussi'd 
piitlern hk<* a H*t. 

If tNim* sii^i" had THil hven eniHUd) to 
icU me Tivii The monkey men were fM>t 
far alk'ad, llw iinr pexJ k!iHj yaids down 
Ihi* niM left ihi dgnbt nf it. The Krey 
biHlies of tw*«> Ltiitnu monkvvs lay jnsi by 
the wilier H isisi'. (Hic was dead Md 
nearly orUk thi* otiwr hIiII hvi cl Ilu>u0h 
ils life was /lowm^t raimllv aw'av iMu h 
|VH>tol [)fMMl seel nnu Vito rfie sand, Koih 
bodies were ivpiH'i^nJ with reddmiwn 
spots whi*n* the shiK ttwl IuhI hniuyihl 
tlietn tunil^in^i Inmi the Itees t>.id slaiD' 
imd m Neitlwr of Itw nHmkeyH had a 
lad, 

I had known (he inait^ Iroci whuh 
these nuirikevs eaiiw fi^ niicivveHrs and 
had always rek!nidi*d its bilk' inendxfs 

as soint* «i1 niy lk*si jnn^ile tiirnds. In 
many wavs tins was the nMwtl useful 
lr<Hi(>o| all aknitrihe whnh* streU'h rd ihe 
luiNn/i. ’ITie ytround Iwre is inekv: 
fx^yniKl Ifk’ banks il >s I’livered with 
h(*avv fori'Sl and to the north nses 
stm*p|y to several Iwndrcd leel. Tty 
war<i s I lie summit of I his hitdt sround are 
p.ilelft!s ol open riK’ky scrub. Tliese 
pliwes :ue difficull lo rem'h tlw wav up 
lo them «s over kirKe bould 4 ^ which 
Iwve iH'twtxni tlx'm a mass of 'wail-a-bit* 
Ihoms and olher ranipajtenus woeds: 
Ihese liide deep crewes m> i.onipletely 
Ihat a false step can mean a heavy fafl: 
end up al (he bot l« mi i if one uf these with 
a broken limb and vuu mijthl never be 
found 


' .All lltese hiKb places are kived bv 
* i«)pHuls. Iliey «*o 0 K‘ up in ilw early 
niominij u> lake i he sun and stretch out 
on ihe fUi lopped rucks. As the day kvis 
warmer they move to some shady spot 
: TO duu* away the drowsy hours until 
I ruxhi: but although they appear tv sleep. 

L one IS always cocked towards tlW 

iL^ -- 


I nuifah bekiw Leix streiclies of H are 
I laid fwirt* hiim \htnif high places and 
anything cnovmK on the sandy bed can be 
seen plainly. Il is seldoin that there is 
' nit a leopard siink*vrbere about here. 
' and whenever one of iheM* sm'«iking 
I briRes hei omes a nuLWCe. this is tlie 
I sp(»t 1 cunw lo first, llien it was that tlie 
r monkeys (o help, for 4 a Icopurd 
was indeed about they wituld tel me 
MDHier or laier where it was. 

As 1 kMAed up friun ihe bodirs <rf ihi* 
two munkeys a a>kl anxer InA hold uf 
me. The wlyA* tnnip seemed lu liave 
I been vnped <ait for iliere was no si| 0 ) of 
[ the others anywhere No swaying hian* 

I ches up HI tile trees as (hey swung from 

I hough to biiuieh. »d m the air Tvere fkUK* 

of their usual mes as they qiiaiTdk*d 
and played above the pool. Kor tlie nexi 
IS imnutex niy angi'r miHinicd and there 
was but one ihoughl in my mmd: to 
catch these men. tree whatever captives 
they had. and but that cxmld wail until I 
caught them. 


I wa^ about to go after them when 1 
notiiL*d tliiit Junilxi was no kmger ar 
my Iftrefi. I wl&siled softly r<i bring him 
up liom ilu* p<Hi| in Ihe nuUith Iwkiw. lie 
was pro!'ably ilwre waUowmg like a 
Ixiffak) with hi.'i hek)Vc*d bull near liis 
nuM* w.iitmg for me to loiiie and piav. 
flut ihi*re was n^i time lor fh'ti now, so 1 
sent down an<»ih«*r and more in gent 
whistle when he dkl iv>i <.ome up to Lhi 
, first um*. 

I I fell the* fir^l tinge iif an sidy whe.i a 
j third caH failed to hi mg him up In n flash 
I evei/other llHiughI was swe|ii from my 
; trand and I r*H ed Un k to the pool jumbo 
WHS nric I)' sighi, diKl wlum I sturivd iMck 
the vay I U>d come I h:iw none of hi* pug 
marks folkiwirig mine Now 1 w.i'i leallv 
worTH*d. He w.iH an ofiedk'nl dog who 
: withuul word to break wouM not liave 
gone far on his own affxn' 
krign ihe pool I hadju>ik.*fi' > the one 
where wv iiad found the two Tnonkt vsl 
wuM fUst in er a quarter of a niik* with the’ 
iHsfkh between them shaped like the 
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letter S. Slowty I wi/rkrd hnek «cannin»f 
tite »and fur sisn of Jumbo. Hut there 
was none, the soft '>urtac<' showed only 
my own Ikhus. ilw feet of the nonkey* 
men and the tnK’k« of wifO aninuls. 

'l>cie was still riu irjce (rf hint when 
at lust I was siandinK h\' the pucil on tlie 
lar sidi* o1 whii h were the two moi^evs. 
Aitoss thd( plaiKl surface was the last 
spot where I pifsitlvely remembered 
Joml>oat my heels. So, tronuiinK*where 
between wliere 1 nIoixI now and the 
other ei>d of the water—a disUiwe i>f 
only HO yaids—lhai tnithful ok) <k>>t had 
vanished into tiun uir. 

My eyes went l<i tlu* httk* kslKe 
runtutiit alonit by th(» water at the foot ot 
(he h<tnk. A feelmK<H apprehensiOA 
was i hiiiiunK instete me* and every n 
stinct was wanutgt rrf what I shunid find 
when I w<‘ni alrHi>! that ledtte 

h'or five minutes nsiie I stoxl stiH and 
iKleiwd to the junicle. NcnhinK was 
excited, all the lards were H'Nrici dlHarl 
I heir hiisuM^ss in a culm way. and from 





The ^tnonkey-meff*ere 
cruel devils who come 
ermed with netSf irsps 
and muiite-ioading 
guns* The live 
monkeys are for 
export and 
vivisection; the ones 
they cannot catch are 
shot down for the new 
government reward of 
eight annas a tall 



ninvherv anxind tne cimie the sli^te>i 
s(>cn tKil anylhins was wnwc- Whai I 
rhxxled to tell me tfie truth was iiKHtk 
evs. but when [ scanned the (revs aHuiii 
thiTe was still ned one HI sijthl. Slowly I 
stalled (inwards the* Miie 1^* the side <4 
P>h4. 

liiH'W'jy iilonit ii I stopped In the 
5mi cby at my feet wax iIh* w*holr story 
and h told me that Jumbo was chad 

AbiMisl at thi* wat4*r’s w’as iIh* 
sin»de imcnni of a leopards paw ’Ilk* 
p.id hud laimned hard min the < by with 
IIh* loex w*Kk*ik*M arid the cilw^ si lain* 
mx out. A htik* to iIh* Mi of the poK a : 
small putih on Iht* ledge lud hix>n swc|H ' 
clean of the debns and dead le<ivt*s foD«*ii 
Irvni the trees iiU>ve. IV* Mipard had 
sprung down fnxn the hank. M*ued 
Jumb(» by the neck, and Chen sludien huo , 
so vKilenlly that his body had swvpt that 
patch. And about a yard from ihi* U*djp*. 
nkilMHiless and just showifig Atm- ihi* ; 
surface cm the poot a *^>1 id faded red i 
and Uue ihat was Jumbo’s i4d InH i 

Of the attack I had lieard larthuig. and , 
why Jombrr had siayi'd so far bt*hi<id me i 
shall never know. ] can i4dy ihmli that be 
must have liniecrcd about the bodies of 
the two monkeys and then, vdHii he set 
not to folovr me. he had picked up the 
leopard’s scent. That would have stofh 
ped bun. for he was wvl aware of the 
danger hxmi these sneuking cats. Ky 
then 1 must have been round the first 
bend of the S in (he ouKah 

Kmm the swept patch the leofiard had 
ftvrtc* on alofig the b>dg«; carrying Jumbu 
with fus legs trailng ihnaiidi Ore dead 
leaves by the water's edge. Then, a few 
yards beyond the pool. JumbcK siiH 
akve—had broken the leopanJ's gnp and 
shaken free. Kor a few gbotnis seconds, 
for he was a fighting man. he liad kciM 
the Wopard off. ’fV sand here had been 


wildiv cluiroi*il by I kith I he knip.ird’s | 
pugk and Juiiib«rs ei whal had btx*n ;i 
»hon but fiirkiu> melee 1’huri slwei 
Ihuu* forex* hiid ilru«o Jumbo hack 
a»::Mrisi ih«' wIvti* he Ivitl htyii 
'.im*d iigaui Kroni herv llu* lenn.inl had 
g<MK‘ on down the* iniiLfh ami ihc ii had 
iKHjiHh'd uji liu'b.ink Uiwards llvil nsky 
.iihI dillhiill kPiHind. 

I tollowvd skmiv. iIh' I mi) maik' easy 
bv Ircijncnl ijMiKot blmKi. After i limh' 
iiifi stei'idi loi .ikml ir> mihiifo I 

xlofilMx! I'lHh .1 denxr |vii«*h ol strut) 
f.irtfV'nq) IIh> I h.Hl sodctelily iK'.itd 
llie k-oivird 

I am iKM i9xnk* to its lo ik*o iiIk* my 
fec'loigx. All Uaii s^iy, |>.issuig user Ilk* 
‘ik'otn. IS itui ,1 iHiiniiig liii v Wiis luging 
me oil f'l nisli liHW.od •aid stoj) thoH' 
diciHlIul scHitxIs hv .my riH.ms. Uut I 
fouidd Ifk* ull^’ hack. I'o rush forward 
now* woukl prohaMv soihI tlie li*o|iard 
llvmg ft HO I he li.iok ol Ilk* s^iiib .xiid 
k'<oe Jniti III*!* to opi t.ilc arwillk'r day U 
nuglil l-ivx* t>i*on M*iv niiviise, Icm. and 

iXfMp iojmnl>onow. lo lush si ought .il 
M\ <insiis|K<clifig U cMhiiil on .t fresh kill. 
hitrniX’ was tin* only ihinu. It I h id rnv 
Unxt.irHl w.iitcx) I iiughl gt*l tin* ri*vc'nitc 
J wardoi) 

llui not IrfUM Ih’io Wlu*ti I had lookix) 
arouiHl Ilk* Ilgam I sinm s.m ikii I cmikl 
get !■> iM'Hrer to I Ik* |eo|K)rd without 
0Vnut mvsi*ll aw.IV I'hc ground w ih fiHi 
dillkuir tlx* fgI or so v.iids I sidl hud to 
chml) More I stcHsI the shghtesl < li.irHV 
were strt*w*ii W'llfi rcKks ;ind n.irkliiig 
i Mkcn 'IJir k iqxnd kill pski d Ins spot 
wtl 11 tr s Ilf KI ive K on ii mg .itk) I ri nn i a i sn le 
«titiM Iw be siiipnsed, the only thing w;is 
to h*ave linn wliere k* w,is and then s«*i 
.1 dap on 0 uuihJ ol un own «hoosiug 
I’lie iiiorinng bv ncfw w.is so hot ikit 
IlH’ie was (KM* pl«He IIh* le<M>*iiiJ was 
Miiv to nsiH* tri wMi Ik' li.nl (iiwslied. 
llial Was llw fSHil immedbiicly 

Ik’Viw IIH* WMihi eaoM'downlodrink. 

! as hi* must. I Msikl kdl him fioni the 
oOk*t >Mk* ig llu* ntiHiih 

With Ilk* greati'st <Mie I eief)! away 
frisii ilkise lH*art-riiMling s< si rids, bark 
down iIk* dk’ks. then .kioss I ho milhli 
anl up iIh’ )<*i'>k wlH*re J found 

sorm* ccn<*r to Indc im*. 

T Ik leojiard tmik Ins dim*, ft was iiVvr 
kilf-an hnnr twfore I N'Uid hun 
• nsivmg on the hill •am animal uiisus|b- 
j eioux cil any riinger. AIkhK lialt way 
! ckovii he started to mil in iIh* dead 
I leaves: (M) he speni vnm* time ik'an* 

I inghis claws, leanng iMn thnnigh IIh* 

< hark nf a 1re« with sli.irp. plm king litrk* * 
jerks. All at imi'e f saw him weaving ^ 
through the trees at Ilk* lixn c>f the higli 
jETound across Dw uulhh a ( ompara* 
Lively small animal as his pugs had 



shown VV'hen be reached the bank 
above (tw pool he paused and looked dto 
his nehi and left. A moment later he 
caiiH* down the bank m a KracehiOy 
I'onifullod slide to stand on the kdite 
bcbidc the water. 

I Ho save me a beautiful broadside shot 
I as ho bent to drmk with the points of bis 
I elbows sharp above his back. Hut I was a 
! hitio loo eager to see him dead and 
raised the nfle a shade too quickly. The 
' ksipard saw the movement from the 
I aimer (H his eye. In a Hash his head was 
I up and kviking straight towards me. As 
I he braced for the spnng that would take 
I him away to safety 1 snatched at the 
; trigger 

I I heard ihe bullet strike and saw the 
I lei ipard leap into t he air. At the tup of his 
I lump he twisted and clawed for the bank. 

1 Kor one uncertain moment he hung 
there fighiimt for a hold with a blur of 
MTabbling paws. Ah 1 npped back the 
boll I tbouj^t he was gfHng to drop; but 
With a sudden rffon he was up and 
racing away though ihe trees. The 
bullet I seni alter hm hit a rock wel 
bt'hind bia tad. 

• Although the Urst shot bad been 
pr»nriv placed he was nevertheless a 
badly wtajnded animal and that mad rush 
would not take him far. Or so 1 thought, 
hut when I went to look for him I sought 
in vain for over an itour. 1here was no 
» sign of lam anywhere about the spot 
where I thought he should have fallen: 
nor on the hyd^ ground was there any 
trace of his passing: and nowhere was 
(here n single drop of bkwd. At bst I 
came t<» the cundusion that I must Nave 
left him somewhere behind me and so 
decided to go back to the begirimig—the 
claw marks at the top uf the nuftrh bank. 

Krom here, as 1 had seen befure. his 
first wild rush had taken him about a 100 
yards. Then all trace of him was lost as 
the ground began to nae arxl became 
rocky. I started lo search around the 
end of this trail again, and I had only 
been going for about a minute when 1 
suddenly found a clue. Across the side of 
a rock was a heavy smear of bluud. As I 
j bent down lo examine it I was wonder¬ 
ing how I couJd have missed st the first 
time. 

But had I missea it? 1'be rock had 
been catching the full rays of thp«iin for 
some time :>nd was burning horVtaa^ 
touched It Now my fotlow-up Ml 
started more than an hour befoeV. yet 
this blood was slill wet and just begin- 
rang to trkkie down the rock. I've 
walked right into tt! As (he thought hit 
me I frose begide tbe ruck: the ieopard 
had been here within the last few 
minutes and now was probably wnirhing 
me fr<im aoniewhere dose by. 

« 


As / stsried to limp 
towards home, a 
whistle instinctively 
formed on my lips to 
callup Jumbo before / 
remembered* I 
paused and looked 
down at the dead 
monkey. Its little face 
seemed slightly 
ashamed and saying, 
‘I eouidn*t realty help 
it, you know' 


Any sudden movement now might 
bnng (he enraged beast on top of me. 
He might come even if I did not move, 
but n was safer to stay crouched by the 
rock and lei my eyes search as far as 
they could from under the bnm (d my 
hat. There was no sign of hen m front of 
me. so fervently hopmg (hat he was not 
somewhere close behuid J started slowly 
to my feet. A few brvaihiess moments 
later, after 1 had looked al round, the 
tension slackmed. I'he sudden ru^ 
would have come before now if the 
leopard had been really near. 

It had been a nasty scare and I now 
started off much more cautiuusJy. Not 
far frum the bkiod-smeared ruck a 
game path led towards (he nufiah. That 
was (he way ] thought the leopard would 
have gone. The heat now was bke a 
furnace and a burning thtfsi had prub^ly 
driven turn back to the pod. \ was. 
however, taking no more chances: fur it 
was just as possible that he had moved 
on from Ihe rock because he had heard 
me comng and mifdit now be waiting m 
ambush somewhere ahead. 

As I moved slowly towards the pool \ 
found more blood on the path, ITiis 
certainly was the way he had gone and 1 
doubled my precautHws. Every bit of 
cover hkely to conceal a leopard was 
now suspect eideed and h^ to be 
scrutiins^ carehdy before going oil 
After I had staked forward ft^ another 
KK) yards the ground m front of me rose 
in a gentle fold before il rob e d down (o 
ndUh un the other side. If (he 
ie|l>ard was planning irasduef. just over 
dlT cresi of thal was a likely place fur 
him to spring it. 

A knfe bef^e (he fold started to nse I 
left the game-path and went % yards to 


the ri^t of it From this new position 1 
began to creep up the slope as carefully 
as 1 could. At (he top of h i paused with 
my finger on the trigger and my eyes 
everywhere at <mce. Suddenly 1 knew 
that the leopard was not here. Of that \ 
was perfectly sure, for on one of the 
topmost bnnehes of a koha tree almost 
above my head was a monkey. 

From where It sat it could take in a 
liiabie piece of the surrounding jungle. 
Vet u was calm and quiet, and from the 
jjround appeared to be during. That told 
nr that no leopard was or recently had 
been anywhere near here: for if that 
monkey had caujdit even a glimpse of ii s 
spotted hide it would now be racing 
round the tree and screaming in hij^ 
alaioj. 

With the tension suddenly slackened 
and the leopard lieaven knew where. I 
fished out a pipe. Why, I wondered as I 
filled it. had the leupard 5>. abruptly 
changed his mind and avoided the nullahl 
The most probable answer was that be 
had either seen nr heard me ckiae 
behind him and had realised the danger 
of going down to (he pw^. If that was 
tive, (ben he had for a certainly doubled 
back to Ihe hijfti ground. One thing, 
however, was sure: the let^rd knew 
where 1 was atyj so ii would be unwise tu 
go back from my present position. The 
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safest thing was to bet tarn think 1 had 
lost his trail by j^iMpg on tu the nulbh. 
'I'hen. once I Wii» by the pool and out of 
sight. I Lould foul him by working round 
to the high ground from behind. 

A s I started towards die path leading 
down to the pool 1 was thinking 
again of Junibo. Chxe more I was living 
through the agony uf hoanng iht* leopard 
at his meal. So n happened that as I 
reached the path the mem<vy of that 
(irdca! was undoubtedly dulling my mind 
and in some odd way splitting ii into two 
ditferenUy thinking parts. I was half-way 
down the path when I came ahnipily into 
the deep shadow cast hy the trees nkmg 
the iMink. Just beyond Ihia and straight 
nlrnd of me was a patch of bliiwhng 
sunlight and the ilnzaUng reflection from 
the iXMii. 1lie two logt^ther were mi 
I tnghi tiuit lor a rKiment 1 dosed niy 
eyes. 

W')wn I opened them again >t seermd 
tfwt I Hie iiart o1 my t»nd showed me the 
spotted b;Kk uf a leopard cnnklkd hatf 
behind the c<x>t of a tree and a small Inish 
on ilie path SIX feet ahi'sd. Ai the saim* 
time the other part of my mind wax 
assuring me that no kriipard cihiU he 
there while a monkey ui xdenC ovei* 
head. A little confused bui neverlhelexs 
sure that this could not be a k*opurd t 
wa1ke<i nn expecting in see that spotted 


back resolve iMn tlie Inter of dr^d 
leaves g had to be. 

it was ofgy one pace short of Che bush 
that my ojnfvsmn vanished when ciw fiiO 
Ien0h of Che leopard mo Kni 
a set'imd thal seemed eU’.iutv I haikc'd 
down at Iwu. Neither of its iiaivetl and 
for one hnef inomem I tlsHighi Iw wos 
dead, hut he was abve. eiid an nisi am 
later, with a snarl of ngi*. ht> it^arcd ii|> 
in a blur of flailing pa vs I tried Cn leai) 
cleat and went cTasnmg men llw liank, 
.As I tnughc In keep niy lidUnt'c. sluirp 
claws Hiked down niy k fc kg. i raist^t 

my fixH to kx'h iheiii oA and the 
leopard's jmws snapped shut nund tlw 
heel ig my boot. 1 slwiaiied it down wiih 
his tK*Ml '•liH (bniped In H Kul wflh niv 
tool caught lighr I k>«i Hm* List id im 
iMlame and loi heavily in rhi* fkilli 

.Vi>w he hart me A <(iih k i«pring mid 
Ok* gaitr wax his. Kut Ik* iIkI ihh iihivo 
Me might havt* Uni dead exi iiiC lor las 
tunouk eyes V learning liale min iiHiH*. 1 
knew then that he wh> al hb Usi 
hut ('Sen ihiHigli hrs slH’ngCh Wiis f;iihng 
fast I oiuld fed his piws strammg ligtMcr 
round my hoot Ky mw I ha<i Inniid and 
grabbed up the nfle. 1lh* next scsvind J 
)ammed tht* pHuzle min his mouth and 
puBed Ihe tngger 

He died at once. Hut ahhnugti I liad 
fek the libsl ihrr<ogh my UhK it Wrfs 
some Irtile tmie helore I U*«! (msed las 






fangs trom tlie nibU'r heel Keacikdi Im 
me <is siHMi a$ fliy (onl wax free. 1 
lU'inlAng with shock and my hc^tn was 
pouruhng at lop spiH’d wliili* llu deep 
claw 1 narks down iny leg were si reaming 
bkivi I xUnitd luive iiki'd In Im tltiwn 
besidi* die dead leofiHHl. txii Udore I 
c<Kdd a wild vri’ani «if terror 

HlijHsi ihroipdi the ail ll c.iiiw so 
.ihrupilv .Hill heki smfi .1 chrllmg note 
I (kg I WHS on my feet in :i tiush ;md 
graUNng loi (Ik* rifle ex|wctiiig I knew 
IV ll wh.iL 

AU al oiHV 1 icilielhlNTeii llw nxmk* 
ev. il Utfl loU* lhal fiu the m i cam had 
ciMiH* li«im higli aUne tik*. Kiom where 
I was 1 (ouki iM>t se<> it ihlougli lU' 
leaves n| iIk* lrei>s, (nil Ilk* r<':im had 
siadled me so much iliat I Ix’gao (o run 
Uiw.iiils llie top III lU' tvmk. Jtisi .is 1 
(eMlKxl U a ml w.is ll Miking up. die 

ream niiiie ngaiii ami siii|»|H'd me in 
utter MRU 2 eim*nt 

What vtfl ol iiHjnkey was lliisf* ll 

dulfi'l Ciill at ksHHirds and M emtsl so had 
.ll iliiiilHiig trts's ifi.tl IT w.is atvMl to la)l 
<4t the iHw It WH> on: lor it was Iviiiging 
fiixii a l>r:iiwh with Us arnw nt full 
slreuh jihJ kH king ds kgs ti ehly in llu 
.4ir. WiiUiiil w.iniihg l(w M ieatii lont Ilk' 
jir .ig<iin. Hlien befive my surtlrd cy<'« 
the iivmkev let gt> its hold, ll rjrofipcd 
lik<> a .1 sudtieti twisting fliisf] uf 

grey Thai hunicd ilown iluiiiipuig hum 
hHKuh to hiiiuh until ii hii Ihe gnuind 
with a Mckenmg thuiJ Ml ft>el Udow, 

J WHS siill surpnscsl, Uit as I made iny 
way duwn m il idi idea was loiming mniy 
nund. 'Hie nxinkey had fallen by the 
w.ii(*r's islgi* with Its (ate upwards and 
<HM‘ quMk look WAS ecMAigfi lo Toll nie 
wliy It had ikH talk’d a I the Icojiard and 
wiiy It had talk’ll oft ihe irve. ll was a 
yiHing niak' nxinkev and it had iMurn 
dvu>g for Ukirx, Ik bodv was peppered 
with iho idiol front a miixrk lutiding gun 
and It hud been Idiivied m Uiih eyes. It 
wnuki Ivive fallen from thf* trc'o in any 
ea»<% but I believe that the sudd<.'n 
report M i»y shol at the leo|fiird hnd so 
(emfud it anew that it slipped from its 
perch; then, weak friun ki&s of tikiud and 
hanging uver a bO*fonl drop in a strange 
and frightening world of blackness and 
pain-^weU. who wouldn’t scream< 

At last I sking the rifle and siartcd to 
bmp up the slope inwards hcMiie. As I 
stepped out a whistle mslinctivoly 
formed on my bps to call ep Jumbo 
before I remembered. Al the ti^ of the 
slope 1 pdusrd and looked down at Ihe 
dead monkey. Jts little face seeded 
shghtly ashamed and saying, 1 couldn't 
really help it. you know.' 
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AHIES <?1 Martlv<w2Q April) 

You rnighi have !u iravoi a 
(01 i>nw 0»* (he l»F>^K>rt( 

hent. thirigsi wiii t(tak up 
fOt Hlars ate ldvvur»bk' foi 
ftamOhny anti specuiadoe All ul you. 
howftver, ate adviijed lo youi 

9ldei$ before doing utiy imoottmi wo*k 
Koep an oyo (hi your he*Y»li aori Oh*i Y«h 

level Will he in a loifliving itxnxl inti 1hi<i 
nol the tOeal rirnt' lur rorttanwi' 

Geod datei: 28 29 and JO 
Lucky nemfttrt; 1. lar d 4 
Favourably diraciiofi. Nuiih 


l£0 <» Juy-:a AHMi) II 

you are careUil aeti two- 
woA'hg diina!« <v<M work 

I cff ^ MSih* 

I Buaincs*>nwhi end (itoles* 

' &iona($ vnl do espectailv wed A oronvMori 
, iSonit>eceii1slcrihos««rfx>aree<npiuveU 
, mihepiivdie secioi Uor«Mf«^i3U>iouar 
' ciricuiaredri^eo ihe $!»•;,MeljvuuiAble 
I now The domesbe ftont wiU lemain 
. p^eceliii 

6m« dam 26 26 and 30 

iMfcy nuilarr: 4. 6 ji>d 6 
' Ftvotrablf mcHoA Wesi 


B SaiHAHIUS 121 Novani' 
bar —21 Daetmbarl ine 

i)tAi> arc lavourabio loi 
ihose who ntH employed m 
ibe (x>rpotoie aecior and 
govetnnumt Oeo^nments Tina lu the rdeal 
hme K' nyovl sonm rriuney Ctambiots will 
ikirve a gO(Y) :4}eli Subn^eesrrten should 
(HH besiLne lo take nnks lhv domcsric 
hort tnav noi remstn peactrTur A rtew 
fi^tHl w'll help you ' 

OoM dalas' 27. n and 30 

Itfcby Minbers 1 j And ^ 

Favourable llrtcbon Siouih waki 


H rAUAUS (21 Aprll-26 Mlyl 

IlMk s a LiviiiMAbif wi'ek 
for you Spoilsmc'i urtth 
and buwrtcHsn^prv vei' dv 
well lli|*dr>m<*'»lie LonI w4! 
'ertkiun peu'Clul Mo»l o( you w4i gnm 
rhKiuqri uu iniHJtitarK^r H v\hi b.ive cruidren 
une of then* rnight lad hck ’Ih» »,iis 
MU l idvoiirablo for fevoiL You m»gri( havnu> 
pO on n airorl K>urricy A iKtin wri iiii'ig a 
liiens^m suipb'^e 
QoM dalai, 2^. 2i> ano /h 
Lucky numberi: 2. V anu >i 
favourable flirecilo*. NtMiii e.is* 


VIACO <21 Ao|Uil—20 

V{uj*9~\ 6eeHWbbr) ll*h « nni a 

Ejr H J 9^ •'««'' for v<*u Oo rx>l 

bn diir.ivMi^u as ihr* kt^an 
aW ciai froTM do«e nw ^ook loo 

brttfhi Dusmeeaman muai noi sigti any 
conugcie txnv On ncH be intpubtye Maav 
liWw. lor the fmui# U ihir>o» oo rol wuik 
o>j\ now don't k»e rieart hjppif t daya ve 
o» lar Ahead LOvc andmatrKr>onial anaiia 
are lavourabtc 
Good dam. 26. 2» and 3i 
Lacby ■oabfn 2 . 3 jnrt ^ 

Favouribla dkocbod: Kotih 


I 121 December— 

' I 20 Jamnr|i) YouarnAdviRod 

. turety on vnu< owtMruuiliUik 

dunng ihie ponod 1 bu 
heeMh of ar> aldarly mem 
Un oi Hie lamiy wiii eHu:>« ynu eomb 
arineiy Oihetwibn the domcahc Itoni will 
lemain peacelul Ousirmasmon will liavo lo 
lap r«dd**n roRource^ A prortioiion fn,-,y M 
in ibe cards tor pi>varntnen| satvanK 
Ai.io< w>n d.'t weN 
Good deles. 27. 26 and 29 
IdCky aambert: 7. 6 and n 
< ftvoaribiB dtredlon. Lasi 




GEMINI 121 Mef-20 Juae) 

!(► fMic^wd. yeu moy bf 
W \ 5. puShy but do mu w.i‘;i" 
p y jjO' yout lirne own StKAlkconp 
CLy\ Su«lerrl*» w>N Jo wM m Uw*m 
e«.t'‘.fi,il'.'*i> Pol 11 Mr>s wA sLcr*' nver 
lhv«i nppiMHViis Uus»r^«'S&meri w>ii tip.ib’e 
lo lAiirwh new verdiMMH I Wr^aionale wiv 
prosper lo<i H hwijfu hilve Ihoopbi 
gini no mattiod U>cy can g; ArR-uo wMh 
UV'f plans 

Good dam. :'7. 29 and i: 

lucky numbcri :i >1 anct b 
fevoorabte direcilon Soi«ih 


■ UIHA (21 dapttmber—26 
October) ai leati or>e tag 
opportiAMy w-a coma you* 
way fbiS week Financ«ody 
you vwM be Detler ulf and mi 
a pos'iion to leoay a' least a part oi you* 
debts friends w<H prove to be eAlrcmoty 
lH*tpiui Cr>vt( CMHOb wtb be sehied in youi 
l.cvoui Tr>ose in me iirrhciai service w>il do 
) eaceedingty web The bmc k, not (jfwn 
\ lune tor Vveis 
! Good dales 2S. 2? and 30 
Lucky nofflben: 3 5 anJ 7 
Favourable dbedion* Snuih 


AQUAAIUS (81 January—20 
I Fabrusty) Dui for the de* 

iniicMainp hnailii ol Kume* 
one very ciosn lo you. lhi$ 
1wiH he u hepov week lor 
ytw t‘to<C!;yundiv w«ll be very buSy and 
akvO win ihv ivuise ol ihon superiors 
Bus<n«»smen will strike vome luC'dlive 

< detWa atid triAke a iiit ot nioni»y. ihoso who 
nre lck>kit>g for a business rarinei will Imd 
one Creairve arlists will do well 
Good dalei. ?!;. 2(3 orvs 27 
lucky tuinibere: a. *j ami o 
Favourable diracilen: North 




m 


CANCER |21 June-20 Myl 

Ihis 1$ an eviri'inely kicky 
week tpi Uusmuvsmen Rut 
avoid legal hassiirs em¬ 
ployees will erihei be prom- 
uted cr iransierrcd to a place o< the*r 
choice The phase i$ vspeciaify tavouiabie 
toi lomance artd maniage I he domeRW 
froni will be peaceful Findncieiiy. you wvt 
r be benei oh Tne stars aiu i.ivourebie lor 
: filmslars 

Good dlMl: 2 27 end 2C 
lucky Minbefi: 5. 7 and 9 
NvMrabla direcUen: Souih-easi 


B SCQRPN) <21 Ck1iber-2G 
^ Hevember) A loir ti^siMC 
V ol 9C^ *jck IS HI sfcMM ro< 
M you Howi-ver. it you 'eaky 
^ warn to make ti big ymr 
musi sijpplen>eni yout good luck with a bil 
ot hard work 6e lacitul wn4e dear^ng wlh 
eWetiy tviu' ves to ensoie peace at iK>r-‘«» 
PfWnoanfi are advised to welch oui, iheit 
enunw's w4l hy lo get at them ibe ume k, 
not tight for matr mcotai corresporxlence 
Good dates' 2f>. 26 and 29 
Luefey *Bf"6ert: 2. e and 7 
Favbflrable dtracHee: Notlh-wesl 


B -^v PISCES 121 rebruiry-20 

^ Mtrchl YOU Will be anie lo 

yj get tid of mosi ol your 

A hnanciMl ptuPiems ihis 

^ week and clear vour debis 

Leciai d.spuies will be seitied m your 
favoui ProlQS'iionais Will do very well You 
had teller utilise aii the oppoiiniHes ihai 
vou gel A loumoy is m the ofimg The 
^ppos'te sek Will oe very htjjplui. You are 
advised lo oc tacfiui 
Gbbd delet: 29. 30 and 31 
. Lueky numberi: 2, 4 and 6 
1 Fraurible dlrectiiw fCouih 


Slir PartAbft; Virgo—Virgo 

A eimifar outfook on sie could be Hw leaeon (or the beginning of this atfa-r and as Uciih ihe Virgo man ano me Virgo 
woman are idealistic, they whi work hard to ma.hiam ihei< reiatonyHp. As bpih have a ciiioi eye. u would be bolter A 
they could pursue separate careers sothet their (>mg logether would bo hatmomous ar^o oieasahi 


«UHBAV»-9i 



ODDS AND TRENDS 


High spenders \ 

' T 

I II rlk' jv<>i sliH iippi’i • 

li|i|N*<i Ktij^shiPbtR. tltv re- 
<jt >1 SUfVVV C'fMXllK’lod 

\>\ Auehoniy 

A> will (fHiitr ns j >lvK'k. 
UhtU' f^KTe is excen^jve Hl/ri 
slHiwjri^ luk^d. half* 
st;ir\cd Indun t liildrrn wnili 
Ik kui i>^ N ml iii I hoir lMmJ>, 

' i« w h<(d V sen n nli^ed i lui( 

.... 

I he l.i I livsi s |>t*nd<TH tt\ \ I h’ 
world III UWIi niode. vmie 



I |3H.(KKI Ind^ih'' visiu>d ibe 
I 11K and s\n‘M n luc h a» i 
Til niiltMi. Ilv* survey kii’S 
(Ml to rrpiirl that the (n^in 
loiiniit s^ioiit ns niikh as ^ 
ivmipai t'fl wtlh thi><»s'<T 
all average III ^IWHIoi all 
j I itlier loun»ls. SiKlitst^eink!. 
slMi|)f)inK ;iiKi visits ro I.vikxis 
taiKhsh parks anO 
interest InrlMn tourists the 
most with a iiiajorrtY ot them 
ULikiiigovei trips >o 
Itntnin in less than iUr years. 
Now, isn’t tl>e iivixim tnn' 
r hat I ikha is a kind ol iiiarlied 
(onlrasts? 


CafHng Uw bksff \ 

It was P.C Sin jr Junior 

who first burst tin bubble. 
Sathya Sai Baba, UvOme^ 
and vibfiutifiodu' me pod- 
I niaii, the mWei^ii said, w as 
I nothins bu^^ contiun, .And J 
now, a rationalist to Mil Cnh 
lulta has ehallenec'd tlw> 

Airo haired .fwarrHto a puhlic 
I uffesi. 'fhoufih hi s di&ci* 

I pies- and members of the 

ao 


'fhe Kaba s (iilkowers claiin(.>d 



Sikslu Ashram hitenuiMMi 
al were rfuak to tuke up 

I Yahrr (ilKish’s ehalk'iiMi*, 
they soon chHiu'Oist out. C)n 

II tt*’« Hiibrr. the np|K«ii(‘d 
dav when Cilaish was to dnnk 
a iiiixiureot 1 iMiorjul the 
K<iVs Scouts' lent on thi' 
Majriin, (hi* Sji fialu’s Oim> 
pb'sfiiih*d(o(urnu|) IVy 
h^di'idNiKtllhat ddhosli 
diank tlw* mixture, su ii> 
(*leven tfoUeoms w*(uld 
appear in his sliMii.H'h witlwi 
five<iiyx. Hut Ihi rriHlex 
vous was not lo Im*. hislead. 

4 lM'.Mmn>* tthosti (list ritml I'd 
loiHexol tK*h*t1ei. wlwli 
tiK* Ikiha’s lolkmers lud seui 
him. amoii): lh(* I unous 
onkwkei s w ho I^hI ii»s<*iii* 
bled for the ikikiim' cAvnt. 


in the missive that they had 
vaHrd off the contest bec ause' 
(thosh's lYMiteAtiofl of first 
lestmc (he vibiuiU mixture 
I b(*fi ire he < 'msumed it 
I prrived ilial “vou are afraid iif 
I <fc*a( h" and “you itmld ry »l 
resist iIk* tempialiunofeuni* 
intfsoowifuldcotfK". Hut 
nhvwusK'. (rhosh w.is eon- 
vuKrd ifMl he hM «ailed tfic 
Sai Halus (Adf 


B3nk fashioii 

It will U‘ knitvatulure. 

(iFiiidliiys style, as itie 
lar>^'si fureiKii liaok m tlw 
eountrv sinvcs to retan kk 
numhi'rom* pi Mu mi. 
lluiHiKheorporateweai iIk* 
bank hopes to presecU a new 
nwjte of service to the enS' 
tmiK r. IV sifts, safw.ir* 
fcOTkr4 U uusem, slxrts and 
skirts have been (k*siurH*d hv 
Hmnhay s vuppw* di*siimer. 
tJrslnla Kerk-ir, 'IV silks are 
fnaii Kaysms, Iht* trousers 
fonik ItiyiiiaiKl’s and the 
stun M and IN'S fo «ll /airiiai'. 
^mce weanii}f tlw corpor.ite 
ailin' is«ptx«nl arid I he staff 
would have to loot iIh’it own 
bdl. the horde nuiuy,HMiK’nt 
was •>uri>n'w*d that nearly H5 


THIS INDIA 



• OhOL^Fi a oead man has been e<o>notcd by the 

Raiasihan educaMon Oeparimeni Leki Muhan, a tir«^«r. 
was eppomied and posted ai Na^ where he d*ed 

m a road accident 1980 Now he has beea appCNnied 
headmaster and posted ai (he government secondary 
school al Saiempui'-rhe re^egraph <N Chakiaborlv, 
Caicuiia) 

• TRIVANORUM A soliege professor who gave marks to a 
student who wto(e Maiayalam likn sorigs in the Engksh 
script lor his Bni sh histo^ examnation is now facing the 
music Nmseir The urvversiiy authonlies have asked the 
prolessor to explain why the official recoghiUon given to 
him as a teacher kIiouIo noi be widxvawn -The T/mes of 
foM IH.S. Sahi. New Detn) 

• BHUBANESWAft In a teversai of fo«8. PaiMrs the 
fish market here nabbed three constables and a hofne> 
guard who were sieaithuv removing ksh from a loaded 
truck. The cope were given a thotou^ beating before 
being handed over lo the pohee—/ndian Express (M .7 
Sampatn Kum«an. Bangalore^ 

« RAJKOT In the Bunder Road area ol Portiander, the 
police were surpnsed to And kguor nown^g out ol hand- 
pumps Accordmg 10 the pokce. when a ii>d was con* 
dueled In Porbander, an underground tank wnh SO keee of 
(he sptnt wac discovered—fnohan Cipress tS. Pant 
Bombayf 

_ ____ 


om> 



The Qiindlays reek 


per a tU of tiu* .f, .'iW) cfli- 
{ifovcHS spread ovft 14 ittieu 
ak! I ib I iruiK'lH' K opted for i 

; t he urn fi »n ns. The xa m i'i jk t j 
.1 round k> 'fixteiu’h, u sWuwr ; 
nc' Rs i^iiK TpiUM'is Ks JfHI, i 
a Mhirl Rs liNiot Kk ]S(I, 
whifc A <k)n nnd blouH* cunw 
lor H* 2tKi 


Thepnee of 
tounsm 

ounvo hiis il s fx'nr*fit!K 
judlhiifaidK. nK(iiKLn>.Mv 
now fnidini* out ITxlindof 
surf. s<ind nod loiinsiH | 
li.b> hr ckI 0 iH* w 11 liilaiM.’ :iii ' 
xbnmru: rnti* of Mhiml drop* [ 



outs. AnO ths* reasrm. 
Mvordimt 111 some Wuchcn. 

IS the hiKti rale oluncm* 
pk>vi)un( nmonp (lie edu¬ 
cated. ’’Why should we finish 
sehiN^ and (fwn find 
oursvivr's wiihkiut jobs when 
we can kavv si hcKil and cam 
oHHJuh money*'” queried a 
dludent w’ho runs cTTundii for 
tuunsis. True, but the sordid 
aspeuof this pncucal 
approach is that a lair share 
of the jobs for schwilkids 
involve selli hn dcu^ vkI mak 
prostitution! Surely, the 
overemphasis on promotion 
of tourism needs to be jgvun 
asectmd kxik? 


•MAI r,. UP'.eow IIM 





RANDOM NOTES 


MUDfiARAKSHASA 


sive 


V yjaysnthtmald Bali. 

yesterday'a twinkle 
toes, has been lakinR some 
I ajuressive strides into Tamil 
Nadu's poblKs of late. The 
da ncer •cum*ac(re as • turned • 
MP has been makmiz a bid to 
have a say m the dntributkin 
d Congress tickets lor the 
forthconung elections m the 
Slate. Vy^yanlhimala is no 
great friend iil either 
TNCCOchiefti.K. Moopa- 
nar or Union cniniHter IV 
Chidambtiran^the iwo incn 
who have been chosen to 
decido how the goodies 
. slxmlcl be distributed. 

IV othiT day. Vyieyanthi* 
mala called on Rtpv Gandhi 
to warn him thai things wiU 
be diffioull fnr iIk* Congress 
unless the party ch<ios«s 
"K(mhJ candidates*'. She 9 
also said to luve told the 
Prime Mnastci that Minpa* 
nar and Chtdrimberitfii must 
not he left to do the selection 
and then went on to advise 
the PM to take a personal 
interest in Uus matter '*ak he 
18 the twst judge". As a 
piuling shot, she told Kapv 
that nobody should interfere 
' in the selectKm <A candidates 
] for Madras South—her cm- 
i stituency. Thoa^ who think 
I that Vyjayanihinvda is just a 
t^etty lace that Rajiv wanted 
to decorate Parliament 
with had better 
start thinking 
again. 








VyjeyaMtilMto taH < 
tfwMN 

Back to front 

T his svems tu be the age 
iH poIKK'aJ aliances and 
fronts. And the btest is set 
to be launched m Karnataka 
by H.U Ueve (kiwda of the 



A 



rCioauMM trofn 

liniOvvoOeM 

Ra|lium«rand 


lowncweig • fMw 
areM7 




ruling ianata Party. The dis¬ 
sident leader intends to form 
a "prufftessive pro backward 
class" front with a pro¬ 
nounced regional bus along 
with dissatished Congress- 
men and cne idol Kajkunur. 
Among the Congress leaders 
who are interested m jtanuig 
forces with Deve Gowda is 
S. Kangarappa. whoar sun 
and daughter have married 
«Mo the Rajkumar fanilv. 

Bui how many men in the 
ianaia Party—now a lart <4 
the Janata l>al- wiM be in- 
leresled in a rrw (IpsHksiiixin 
grouping, ask cynii» wlio be- 
heve that surh a from will 
vnuunt to nothmg. "If V.IV 
Sutgh could use ihe cumip- 
bon issue to wean away Con¬ 
gressmen from kajiv (fandhi. 
why «*an'i l>eve f»r>wda do 
(lie same with regard to 
Hegde?" counter Deve Gow¬ 
da's supp^ers. 

Al p^icians in Karnataka 



>v 


wiD now find a i^tform - 
cither at the new front or the 
national Opposition or the 
Congressfl). Except, of 
course, R. Oundu Kao. None 
rd the politHs! jiroupings 
seem to Ik keen on him. And 
the former Congress chief 
mnster seems destined to 
be left in the pchlkal wilder¬ 
ness. 

Riding the Tiger 


S hiv Sena chief Bal 
TWkciay wav recently 
on a whulwind (our of (he 


disinci Ilf Vidarbha in Mahar- 
Hshrra. He was a big hit with 
the people and everywhere 
he went, his meetings drew 
crowds. Then, suddenly, h« 
tour was cut shurl. 

After riddre^sl^K an im¬ 
pressive gathering at Akula. 
lie was on lus way to another 
mcvtmg at Asnravati. when 
hf received H Ihri-airning 
imie from terrorisU. He 
iiMjId not gamble with his 
life, said the police, and in- 
MSied thai lie cancel his tour. 
In fact, they even escorted 



Bal Thvekaray; fWs* •lann? 

him hAch to Boinhay and 
safety. The* ride back was 
uneventful except for a few 
tense momciils when a white 
Manjii seemt^d to be "tail¬ 
ing" them. The Tiger t« now 
back in hb own den in Ban- 
dra, Bombay. 

Are his supporters grate* 
hd that (^<imp( action by the 
police saved their leader’s 
life? Wett, not all of them. 
Some of his fcJlowers say 
that it was all set up by 
Congress chief minister 
Sharad Pawar. It was he who 
arranged to have Thackeray 
whisked away by the police 
after a 'false' threat—a ploy 
to cut short Iss tour, they 
dakn. But could the Con* 
gress(I) stoop so low to pre¬ 
vent Thackeray frwn taking 
hb message to the masses? 
Well, you never know, e 




O TIC lender u’hii Iuin 
tanted hiniv‘lf from the 
Op))cisitKin's bunilifiri;! efforts 
nl iimiy isIIh* Hhiiiiilivnjniui 
\H I'ariy IcAdcr, Aial Ki>ha/i 
VHipay«^. All iIk* ulk ol 
fonninfj uniie^ tronls hasn'i 
tr> iiUcresI him al nil 
Nor Kas tfie (j<Mriki>>*ori in 
l*arliamcin of Jalc- Ki‘ wiD lir 
ahsu nt for nil of lia^ 8 c< 4 Hion 
IV Inilh IS that Va}priy<'t' 
IS Tiwuy IT lfi(* United Stales 
p^ri ol :i Rovenumnt 
s^xinsored drlcK;itMHi to tin* 
Uniii*d Naturfis (hr w<is also 
trtfjitird for an nilmenl m the 
cuunlry). V.i^psyct*. it 
appenrs. is m ihi Viry U» itcl 
back. He Hpends a 0 <nk 1 pan 
of hrs tiow wriiinki ptrirv in 
Hindi which lie stiHls io va* 
nous newspapers and nmua 
tints in [odM for publHniiiai 
i^ftommyto'cairK'd oiw ol Ins 
Kenis recently. 

litt'rary foravs 
have k‘d 1(» Kumc specula hr>i> 
in UpiKisttum circles m JHdhi 
Some* leaders have he^un n* 
auspeci lliat he is slayiiiK 
away front active polnkb be* 
cause Ik* has k^tk* soft on the 

Alai Banarivaipayaa: 

IKarary aaplr«tlon» 


L_ 


{K U r|$«|fud<liACnowdnufV.OMllclrf«*^. Sorr'>»‘n CSaTlar^ .'k*< (-vii 


C fHiitre s%. {Hhers beJw ve ! 
lh<ii his poiiry is a sure! 
' inrta niam that Ir* lus I 
so(i in iIm* VmJ. 1 

Talking of 
Mamata 

C l'll Ml inefliixos vi the ! 

Ulk Salilta are fiawiK a 
Ibird III IK Iryinit Io U' hi*anl 
iKiwHilays And for «>iKX'. It IS 
IRK Speaker Kalraiii Jakhar 
w!h> i< pr« veiiimjt thi'ni from 
lakRiK Ibt* Ik ioi ol 1 he 1 li RISC*: 

I txii ifK'i«RiKn «esO>Ml*fnHn ^ 

I Wt*<l UchkhI. M.iniala 
flaneriee Whene ver a 
I CrilM) nKiidier Iran llx' 

I state pi'is u|i to >pe«ik. ih(* 


I 

I 





Mamati >artrtaf>aa; MwmmaMd 

fiery and aperfSMve lady Ml' 
0 *'$ anu her r lut me—inter* 
ruplAK. iiecklmp and IvkHiiu; 
for leiKid mea'^ure. Sonmath 
Challeryev didn't know what 
hM fum when he bvjzan to 
hold forth on ihe elettoral 
reforms Hill the other dav. 
He was wlually shouted mlo 
•uletK'e. 

CPKM) parbamentanans 
have decided that entAMdi 
enuufd^. l>na(4i' to match the 
ihunderinp power of her 
voice singly, they have de* 
ddfd ut t Jee her un jointly. 
Three CPI(M> MPs— 
Satfudddtfi Chowdhury, Som* 
nalh Chatterjee arid Giu 
Mukheriee—fuve f«med a 
group, akmg with a couple of 
Tek^ Ue»m members, to 
set her right. Whenever 
MamaU takes the fkx^. they 
begin to hoot. Loud though 


ti 


she IS. the vocal battle has 
clearly been unequal and it 
>vt* left ilie bdv <|uite fluni* 
moxed. Dui 'hi CPKM) 
ai^renlly believes ihal only 
relnbutKTii will make her liS' 
len to the vrau* of reasim. 

4 

Presung 

matters 

I f Uu* importance of stati* 
visits IS determined by the 
size of the accoiiipunyiiig 
press parbes, tlH*n. clearly, 
China is the hig 'un. More 
than fiO jouniabst** Vw out 
with the f'ni.ie Minister 
when he visiied China last 
week 'fhe size of a press 
party <in a state visit usually 
ranges belweer 10 and 20. 
Hui Ute government clearly 
wants the maxzoium publicity 
for (his vi5it and large num* 
bi'rs of kmmabsts who work 
for the regHmal press have 
been included in the party. 
In C4*ntrast. no journalists 
have been mviied for the 
PM’s visit to Pakistan. "Too 
expensive" is the reason pri¬ 
vately being trotted out by 
the government. The 
will fly CO Pakistan in an 
Indian Air Force Bnewg. In* 
iiially, he was supposed to 
lake an AN *32 Co China. But 
Ttilc idea was given up when 
someone pointed out that the 
smaHer craft would incon* 
venience the press party, 
Finally, an Ajr*fndia JumV 
was requisitioned to aBow 
the press to travel in some 
comfort. ■ 


fUMOKT A :* 0«.4ni»" 







UWrNISfAfAOASSBYfTSeir 

Aj^’gn9r>of7teAJ^^fv*sjw^iong 
titcf p9ofi*y^gl^w9tttogft 
thetfA8yv^ deausf^A0Myn 
ff*igffMatnfci»utyfese0 Atuper 
s/tern pet^rntfr, (ivrt to join jrtf 
jtifS of twuOie &fo sotXfKf 
ffvr dft fWO to mitefi Chfdt trom oot 


UM, TAU AND ELEGANT 

tt occupies iessef /kjOf ires ffyn inhen 


ONEJOENT 7-YEAE 
GUARANTEE 

^ yoen of uouPte^tree sen/<c 


O UOLTAGESTAB/USER 
NEEDED 

Becaost tt IS OuUt to tate cottage 
/kjcwatfora ^om iTO to 2S0 koVs m «g 
stride. 


A TtONWIDE SEfMCE 
NETWORK 

fiOf prompt leryKe at a pnone caft 


OLL BOND FREEZER 

For quKker ice frtsfier •mgetao/et and 
^vto. 


LLWYN OFFERS A UNIQUE 
PROTECTION CONTRACT* 


ELF DRAINING SYSTEM 

for non-messy arta quKk dr t rosong at 
thetovct>ofa0utwn. 
























